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INTRODUCTION 

O NE of the most amazing facts in the history of literature is that 
the two greatest single volumes should have appeared almost at 
the same time and within the short reign of King James the First. 
The Authorized or King James version of the Bible was published in. 
161 1 . The Plays of Shakespeare were published in 1623. These two tall 
folios are the finest contribution of the English-speaking race to the 
world’s poetry and prose. It is generally admitted among readers of all 
nations that Shakespeare is the foremost poet and dramatist who ever 
lived; and while, to the eternal glory of the Jews, the Holy Bible is their 
monument in literary art, civilization, and religion — for of the sixty-six 
books of the Bible all but two were written by Jews — from the purely 
literary point of view the English translation of 1611 is incomparable. It 
is also the foundation of Anglo-Saxon civilization, the most germinal 
book ever known. 

The Bible is not only a revelation of God. It is a revelation of human 
nature. With the one exception of humour, it contains more complete 
and accurate pictures of men and women, of good and evil, than any 
other work. The Mosaic account of the creation of Eve may not be con- 
firmed by scientific research. But the Book of Proverbs is as true to-day 
as when it was first written. We do not go either to Shakespeare or the 
Bible for science. But for knowledge of the human heart, all works of 
science, biology, psychology, and others, are very inferior to Shakespeare 
and the Bible. Remembering that Emerson said, ‘Do not argue; repeat 
the assertion,’ I will repeat what I have often asserted, that a knowledge 
of the Bible without a college education is better than a college education 
without the Bible; and that a man or woman can learn more about 
human nature by reading the Bible than by living in New York. 

Although millions of copies of the Bible are given away every year, the 
Bible is still the best seller. More copies of the Bible are bought annu- 
ally than of any other book. 

New editions of the Bible appear frequently; every one of these has its 
own individual value. But I give a particularly grateful welcome to The 
Bible for To-day , edited by John Stirling. It gives the whole Bible in the 
Authorized Version, with illuminating comments showing its peculiar 
and definite relevance to problems and to men and women of the twen- 
tieth century. Before discussing this further, let me quote one passage 
that precedes the ninetieth and following Psalms; for a sample of the 
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editor’s method gives perhaps a better representation than any de- 
scription. 

WEEKDAYS AND WORKDAYS Psalms 90 — 106 

If many Psalms remind us of the Sabbath and the sanctuary there are others 
that reflect weekday experiences. They are songs of the common days , songs 
for the common road. Some of them we have heard already. They are not 
confined to this section. Indeed we ought to make it clear that the Psalter 
cannot be divided into well-defined sections , and also that our method of 
reading the book is only one of many. It is our desire to give the reader of the 
Book of Psalms a point of view that will be helpful , and these notes are in the 
nature of a running commentary on the things we see as we turn over its 
pages. From time to time we stop to point out something that is part of the 
whole picture, but which has at that stage come more plainly into view. At 
this moment it is the sound of weekday and workday songs that provides the 
occasion for a note. God has His minstrels on the common road. We are 
glad the singers are not all on pilgrimage to a religious festival or Temple 
service; that some of them are like ourselves, not always on our way to church, 
but often on roads that are dangerous, difficult, and drear; roads not of our 
own choosing; and in company not of our own seeking. We are especially 
glad that the road to work has not been left without a heavenly song. On 
every road God’s minstrel sings; he travels them all, both the byways of the 
country and the highways of the town. He has a song for the shepherds who, 
in green pastures and by still waters, tend their flocks. He calls to the herds- 
men away on the hills and in sight of the mountain peaks to lift up their 
voices with praise. He invites all who work in the fields on the patchwork 
plain, and all who husband the groves and vineyards to learn his lays. To 
the mariners, as they put out to sea, he throws a song, and at night sings to 
the watchman at the sleeping city’s gate. Throughout the year his voice is 
heard, day and night, summer and winter. No day is too commonfor praise, 
from the rising of the sun to the going down thereof; and there is no season 
that does not offer time, and a theme, for singing. 

Doctor Stirling has been preparing this volume for twenty years. He 
was in the ministry as an evangelical clergyman before the First World 
War, and from 1914 to 1918 he was a Chaplain to the British forces in 
Egypt, Palestine, and the Dardanelles. We know that the word Gospel 
tneans Good News. One of the profoundest of modem scholars, the late 
Paul Elmer More, said that the greatest contribution of the Christian 
; ; religion to humanity was not Love, but Hope. Well, the plan in this edi- 
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tion is to present the whole Bible as news, with especial reference to its 
news value for men and women now living. Thus the work has five 
main divisions. 


1. The Holy Land. 

2. The Holy City. 

3. The Holy Church. 

4. The Holy Book. 

5. The Holy Life. 


Genesis to Ruth. 

I Samuel to II Kings. 

I Chronicles to Esther. 
Job to Malachi. 

The New Testament. 


There are about two hundred pictures by Rowland Hilder and other 
artists, and these interesting, even exciting pictures are in harmony with 
all the separate prefaces and comments and footnotes. 

The method is revolutionary. I mean just that. Instead of comments 
that refer the reader back to the times and places when the separate books 
of the Bible were written, the comments and notes and pictures all refer 
to and portray life in the twentieth century. I have never seen or heard 
of any other edition of the whole Bible that consistently adheres to this 
method. The effects are not meant to be sensational, but they are cer- 
tainly arresting. The caption, The Word of the Lord Endureth for Ever is 
illustrated by the picture of a village after it has been bombed, with the 
temporary wreckage and the eternal horizon. The care of the sick is 
illustrated by a Red Cross nurse bringing provisions to the bed-bound; 
the immortal lines in the book of Job describing the stars are illustrated 
with a modem observatory; man goeth forth to his work: the picture 
represents the crowd going to work in a modern city. The emphasis is 
on the news in the Bible for to-day, just as I believe the main emphasis 
on Christianity should be. Science attempts to discover our origins; 
speculative metaphysical thought, our future; but religion deals not pri- 
marily with our past or with our future, but with our opportunity. Not, 
what is the history of man? not, what ultimately becomes of human 
beings? but, here we are: what are we doing with our lives? Certainly 
the best preparation for a future career for every high school boy and 
girl is to learn daily the assigned lessons. So the best preparation for the 
life beyond the grave, which is our hope and my belief, is to live abun- 
dantly now. 

This edition of the Bible is interesting; it should arouse the interest of 
boys and girls, of men and women, whether they are church members or 
not. It will astonish many readers to observe how applicable the chap- 
ters of the Bible are to the circumstances and problems of our lives and 
of present-day history. 
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Among the scholars mentioned in the editor’s Preface, it interests and 
pleases me to note the name of one who has helped him throughout the 
whole work, one ‘whose linguistic knowledge and literary scholarship 
include the thought and speech of the man in the street.’ This is Eric 
Partridge, author of the recent voluminous Dictionary of Slang. 

The Index-Plan, which appears immediately after the Preface, deserves 
special mention, as it so graphically shows the motive and value of the 
editorial matter. I think everyone who reads that Index will wish to 
own the book. 

William Lyon Phelps 

15 July 1941 



PREFACE 

T HE purpose of this book is soon stated. It is to give the people of 
to-day a copy of the Bible that is easy to read and that will take 
them at once to the heart of its message. It seeks to do this in a 
simple and direct way ; partly by a new lay-out of its pages, but principally 
by a new approach to its contents. 

A new approach is needed in these days. Men cannot now read the 
Bible as their fathers did, with simple and unquestioning faith. Modern 
critical scholarship has made that impossible. It is true that it has, at the 
same time, opened up such a method of studying the Bible as, in competent 
hands, is highly profitable. But unfortunately this critical literary method, 
even when it is simplified, is too academic and technical for the general 
reader. What he needs is a way of reading the Bible that is as well suited to 
his mind and heart as that of scholarship is suited to the student, or as 
that of devotion is suited to the saint. It is therefore the aim of the 
present work to offer the ordinary man an approach that he can call his 
own — one that is in line with his everyday knowledge and experience 
of life. 

Instead of starting, as is the custom when reading the Bible, with 
the message itself — that is, taking its words and studying them closely 
and critically for their meaning — the picture-setting or background of 
the message is brought into view, but in a new way. Hitherto the setting 
of the Bible message has been studied in its local colour, for the features 
that are distinctive of Bible lands and peculiar to Bible times. But, 
surely, the significance of the setting of the Divine Revelation lies not 
so much in that which is exceptional and incidental as in that which is 
common and universal; in those things which are characteristic of human 
existence at all times and in all places. This, then, is our point of view: 
that the backgrounds of the Bible are the common backgrounds of our 
life. 

Studying the Bible in this way, looking first at its picture-setting for 
what is universally characteristic of life and history, and then at its 
message for the world to-day, what do we find? That its pages gradually 
unfold a panoramic picture which shows in progressive order or sequence 
the everyday backgrounds of man’s existence at the different stages of 
his history. 

The first of these is the background of the Land, or the open country; 
rivers and mountains, trees and flowers, flocks and herds. This is the 
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picture-setting of the books from Genesis to Ruth. On every page the 
familiar features of nature’s glory are displayed. The story that we read 
is, in its broad outlines, the tragic story of every country of the world- 
man’s failure to make a homeland of the country that God has given him. 
But here, in the Book of God, we are given a new outlook on the lands of 
the earth and charged to make that in which we live a Holy Land. 

With the books of Samuel the City background comes into view, 
and continues to the end of the books of Kings. It begins with little 
towns springing up over the landscape. Then it passes to the building of 
cities and to the struggle between the capitals of empires for world- 
supremacy. Here we behold city streets and gigantic buildings; crafts- 
men, merchants, and officers of state; the excitement of social, national, 
and international movements. We see cities in their glory and in their 
shame. There was a time when we would have given names to these 
cities that would have placed them in remote antiquity — Jerusalem, 
Samaria, Nineveh, Babylon. But now, with our eyes open to their 
universal and essential characteristics, what we see is cities such as men 
are always and everywhere building; and in the midst of them, the vision 
of a Holy City as God’s message to the citizens of all cities. 

The Temple dominates the background of the books from Chronicles 
to Esther. We see the builders raising to God a House of Glory, and 
gathered round it the religious movements that characterize the history 
of mankind. It is the story of religion as we know it, and have seen it 
practised in the sanctuary and in the street, through easy and difficult 
days. There are, of course, some things in the pattern of this religious 
background that are strange to modem readers, but there is much more 
that churchmen will readily admit is common to all types of church life. 
Interwoven in the story is the divine demand for a Holy Church and, as 
we read, this becomes a news-message of deep significance for our own 
time. 

In addition to the religious, social, and regional backgrounds of life 
which, by this method of study, we have found presented in the Bible, 
there is another no less important. It is that of the mind ; the background 
of thought and ideas. This is outlined in the books from Job to Malachi ; 
the literature of Israel, as distinct from its books of law and history. 
Here we are introduced to the great problems that are perpetually exer- 
cising men’s minds, and to some of the theories that have been advanced 
for their solution; given, as they are given to-day, in different literary 
forms. It thus provides a representative picture of human thought, and 
is a fitting background for that revelation of Divine Wisdom which these 
books contain. 
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^ hen the Lord of Life and Thought appeared, to make known the 
truth and to impart to man the Spirit that would fulfil God’s purpose in 
Creation, He laid bare the secret that had been hidden throughout the 
ages. It was not a Holy Land, a Holy City, a Holy Temple, or a Holy 
Book that was the sovereign aim of the Divine Mind, but a Holy Man, 
a Holy Life, a Holy People. To this end the world was made and the 
ever-widening revelation given. So we reach the New Testament with 
Its story of the coming of the Son of God, whose glorious mission is 
the creation of a new humanity, and the assurance to every member 
of the existence of another — a better and more satisfying — background 
or environment of life, to which He gave the name of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

Such, in briefest outline, is the news-message that this method of 
study finds in the Bible. It is only one aspect of the great revelation, and 
no one would claim that this aspect is anything more than that which life 
and experience bring to light, but it may be that this general method of 
approach to the Bible is of value to the general reader. 

A special word must be added about the illustrations. They differ 
from the usual type of Bible picture in that they portray, not the Bible 
scene, but the companion picture that rises to the mind of the modern 
reader when he looks at the Bible scene in the way we have suggested. 
They are, in effect, an application of the Bible’s message. Such illustra- 
tions demand from the artist a mind sensitive to the modern spirit and 
able to enter with sympathetic understanding into the Editor’s purpose. 
Mr. Rowland Hilder, with a team of fellow artists working under his 
direction, has— in spite of the interruptions which permitted his helpers 
to make only occasional contributions — so faithfully presented the idea 
that the pictures, together with their captions, should give anyone who 
examines them an understanding of the message that is in the Bible and 
that underlies this work. 

The other modern features of the volume scarcely call for explanation. 
The change from separate verses to paragraphs in the printing of the 
Authorized Version is not new, nor is the inclusion of footnotes. But the 
insertion of fingerposts (titles, cross-headings, and introductory notes) 
has been carried farther than in any other edition known to the Editor. 

The last word must be of those who by their faith, their fellowship, 
and their ability have contributed to the accomplishment of the work. 
I am debtor to many, but the work owes an especial debt to a friend of 
my boyhood, Sydney Walton of Harrow. He was the first to see the 
possibilities of this way of reading the Bible, and over a long period of 
years has never ceased to believe in it and encourage its development. 
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To the late Dr. A. S. Peake of Manchester University, and the late 
Dr. J. E. M’Fadyen of the United Free Church College, Glasgow, whose 
interest in and enthusiasm for the work in its early stages stimulated my 
study, I would pay grateful tribute. During the last stages of the work, 
the reading and revision of the proofs, I have received gracious and 
valuable help on the Old Testament from Dr. W. O. E. Oestcrlcy, Pro- 
fessor of Hebrew and Old Testament Exegesis, King’s College, U niversity 
of London; on the New Testament from Dr. Bertram Lee Woolf, 
New College, London; and on the whole work from Eric Partridge, 
whose linguistic knowledge and literary scholarship include the thought 
and speech of the man in the street. 
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THE DAWN LEADS ON ANOTHER DAY 

the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and 
, and day and night shall not cease. 


genesis 

GOD HAS WRITTEN THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF 
EVERY MAN ON THE FIRST PAGE OF HIS BOOK 

The Bible is a personal gift. It has a personal message. No other book in the world 
addresses the reader so directly or speaks to him so intimately and with such deep 
affection. That is why we cannot look on these opening chapters merely as an introduc- 
tion to literature or history. They have a more personal character. Just as title- deeds , 
before they describe the nature of their covenant, give the names of the parties concerned, 
so these chapters at the beginning of the Scriptures have been designed to establish the 
identity of the Mr to God’s Covenant. Whoever finds himself described there has an in- 
disputable right to all the promises contained in the Book. 

The writing is in many ways remarkable. It is in the form of story-pictures: the 
universal language , the most easily read language, that language which never grows out 
of fashion, though it is as old as the intelligence of man. 

There are three groups of these picture-stories, picture-strips we might call them, for 
the drawings run in sequence as though they were spelling out a word or building up an 
idea. The pictures are not in modern style, for they were drawn in the infancy of know- 
ledge. Their outlines are primitive, and some of the details, if we examine them closely, 
are strange to us. Still, their meaning is clear and easily read. 

To get at the significance of these simple stories there is no need to go into all the dis- 
cussions which have gathered round them. It is wiser to let them first speak for them- 
selves and make their own impression on us. Maybe this is their real purpose, and we 
shall read them aright, if, as we go over them, we concentrate our attention on the 
thoughts which instantly leap to our minds. 

Take the picture-stories of the Creation. Can any one go over these and not exclaim, 
long before he reaches the end, * Why , I know this world; it is the place where I live; 
it is my home'? Or take the picture-stories of the Fall of Man. Can any one read these 
and, as the weaknesses of human nature come into view, refrain from saying, * I am like 
that; I have the same thoughts and feelings, the same disposition; I must belong to that 
family'? It is the same with the stories of the Flood and the Tower of Babel. They open 
our minds to something more than we actually see in the drawings, just as we read more 
in a word than its letters. The inner meaning flashes upon us, and we find ourselves 
thinking not of a world in danger many centuries ago, but of a world in danger to-day. 
We catch in the stories a likeness to the situation which at present faces mankind, and 
feel that the Book is a timely as well as a personal gift. 

These first impressions are intensified by closer study. We take up the Creation 
pictures and are astonished at the number of familiar things we see in them. It gradually 
dawns upon us that what we have here is not merely a declaration that God made the 
world, but a description of the world He made; in such vivid pictures that we are 
forced to admit it is our own world we are looking at in this Book of God. 


OUR ADDRESS; THIS WORLD OF OURS 

the revelation concerns the world we KNOW 

GENESIS CHAPTERS 1—2,3 

With what familiar touches the truth is brought home to us I How widely known and 
how close to our doors are the things described! Even a child can recognize them. The 
sky with its clouds of rain and lamps of light; the land so fertile, so rich with growing 
seeds andfruitful trees , so full of life that creatures great and small in infinite variety 
abound in it; are they not always before our eyes? And the sea , teeming with fish and 
legendary monsters , is it not the same as that which washes our shores and stretches 
far beyond our horizon? Can we take a walk at any time of day or night and not see 
this world , and see it as it is described in the sacred narrative, one day one aspect 
claiming our attention , and another day something else? To-day it may be the birds in 
the trees; to-morrow the brightness of the moon or stars; but there is never a week 
without a daily scene to remind us of the writing on this page of the Bible . 

The tenderest and most effective touch of all , the one feature in the picture-writing 
which is always speaking to us, but speaking so softly we rarely give heed to it, is the 
simple common fact of the coming and going of the days * Yet there is no surer indication 
of the identity of the world we live in with the world of the Sacred Book than this 
division of time into days with their ever familiar signs of evening and morning. We do 
not need to go out of doors to see it. Those who are shut up in hospitals , prisons , work- 
shops, and offices, who cannot read the message of the open country, cannot miss it. The 
chequered pattern of nights and days falls upon all our windows . It is therefor all to 
read, the sign-manual of God . 


I N the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth. And the earth was without 
form, and void; and darkness was upon 
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of 
God moved upon the face of the waters. And 
God said, Let there be light: and there was 
light. And God saw the light, that it was 
good: and God divided the light from the 
darkness. And God called the light Day, and 
the darkness he called Night. And the even- 
ing and the morning were the first day. 

And God said, Let there be a firmament in 
the midst of the waters, and let it divide the 
waters from the waters. And God made the 
firmament, and divided the waters which 
were under the firmament from the waters 
which were above the firmament : and it was 
so. And God called the firmament Heaven. 
And the evening and the morning were the 
second day. 

And God said. Let the waters under the 
heaven be gathered together unto one place, 
and let the dry land appear: and it was so. 
And God called the dry land Earth; and the 
gathering together of the waters called he 


Seas: and God saw that it was good* And 
God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, 
the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree 
yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in 
itself, upon the earth: and it was so. And the 
earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding 
seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, 
whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and 
God saw that it was good. And the evening 
and the morning were the third day. 

And God said. Let there be lights in the' 
firmament of the heaven to divide the day 
from the night ; and let them be for signs, and 
for seasons, and for days, and years : and let 
them be for lights in the firmament of the 
heaven to give light upon the earth: and it 
was so. And God made two great lights ; the 
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser 
light to rule the night; he made the stars also* 
And God set them in the firmament of the 
heaven to give light upon the earth, and to 
rule over the day and over the night, and to 
divide the light from the darkness; and God 
saw that it was good. And the evening and 
the morning were the fourth day. 



And God said. Let the waters bring forth 
abundantly the moving creature that hath life, 
and fowl that may fly above the earth in the op en 
firmament of heaven. And God created great 
whales, and every living creature that moveth, 
which the waters brought forth abundantly, 
after their kind, and every winged fowl after 
his kind : and God saw that it was good. And 
God blessed them, saying. Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and 
let fowl multiply in the earth. And the evening 
and the morning were the fifth day. 

And God said. Let the earth bring forth 
the living creature after his kind, cattle, and 
creeping thing, and beast of the earth after 
Ms kind : and it was so. And God made the 
beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle 
after their kind, and every thing that creepeth 
upon the earth after his kind: and God saw 
that it was good. And God said. Let us make 
man in our image, after our likeness: and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 
So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created he him; male and 


GENESIS 2, 3 

female created he them. And God blessed 
them, and God said unto them. Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
subdue it: and have dominion over the fish 
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 
over every living thing that moveth upon the 
earth. And God said. Behold, I have given 
you every herb bearing seed, which is upon 
the face of all the earth, and every tree, in 
the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; 
to you it shall be for meat. And to every 
beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the 
air, and to every thing that creepeth upon 
the earth, wherein there is life, I have given 
every green herb for meat: and it was so. 
And God saw every thing that he had made, 
and, behold, it was very good. And the 
evening and the morning were the sixth 
day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were fin- 
ished, and all the host of them. And on the 
seventh day God ended his work which he 
had made; and he rested on the seventh day 
from all his work which he had made. And 
God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified 
it : because that in it he had rested from all 
his work which God created and made. 


OUR NAME, AND OUR NATURE 

THE REVELATION IS FOR EVERY LIVING SOUL 

GENESIS CHAPTERS 2, 4—3, 24 

There are three pictures of human nature. One shows its good side , one its bad side , 
and the third the mixture of these two sides in human history. 

The first two are portrait studies of a many the same man , any man. Adam means 
man. It is not the personal name of the first man, but the common word in the Old 
Testament for a human being. Obviously the pictures are to be taken together. One is a 
general sketch of the man in a country-life setting. The other is a ‘ close-up % an intimate 
candid portrait, so full of character and expression that we can see the kind of man 
he is. In both pictures there are features which indicate their antiquity, and details of 
drawing which in this age would not be attempted, but the main outlines are so true to 
life we have no difficulty in recognizing the form and nature of an individual like our- 
selves. We are brought to the tip- toe of personal recognition. But this is the man God 
made. That is the whole purpose of the drawings. 

In what we have called the general sketch there are two plainly marked characteristics 
of human nature. A man must have something to do and some one to love — a job of work 
and a woman by his side. It is impossible to look at the picture and not see in these inborn 
needs of our nature the distinguishing marks of the man God made. They are God- 
given instincts, to be happy about and proud of. Whoever has them is a child of God. 
But this fact is perhaps more surely proved by another no less common characteristic 
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which is also shown in the drawing. We are all God-conscious. We may not be conscious 
of God as our Creator or Father, but we have an ever-present sense of accountability to 
Him * In every duty we hear His voice . There are times 9 it is true, when in our duty we 
think more of the command, especially if it is contrary to our wishes r than of the conscious- 
ness of God which it awakens , but in that consciousness lies the hall-mark of our identity 
with the man in this Creation story 9 and , we may add 3 ike guarantee for all time of the 
dignity and destiny of our human nature. 


ITS GOOD SIDE 

T HESE are the generations of the 
heavens and of the earth when they 
were created, in the day that the 
Lord God made the earth and the 
heavens, and every plant of the field before 
it was in the earth, and every herb of the 
held before it grew: for the Lord God had 
not caused it to rain upon the earth, and 
there was not a man to till the ground. But 
there went up a mist from the earth, and 
watered the whole face of the ground. And 
the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living soul. 

And the Lord God planted a garden east- 
ward in Eden; and there he put the man 
whom he had formed , And out of the ground 
made the Lord God to grow every tree that 
is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; 
the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, 
and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
And a river went out of Eden to water the 
garden; and from thence it was parted, and 
became Into four heads. The name of the 
first is Pisan: that is it which compasseth 
the whole land of Havilah, where there is 
gold; and the gold of that land is good: there 
is bdellium and the onyx stone. And the 
name of the second river is Gihon : the same is 
it that compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia. 
And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: 
that is it which goeth toward the east of 
Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates. 
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And the Lord God took the man, and put 
him into the garden of Eden to dress it and 
to keep it. And the Lord God commanded 
the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden 
thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and' evil, thou shall not 
eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die. 

And the Lord God said, It is not good that 
the man should be alone ; I will make him an 
help meet for him. And out of the ground 
the Lord God formed every beast of the 
held, and every fowl of the air; and brought 
them unto Adam to see what he would, call 
them: and whatsoever Adam called every 
living creature, that was the name thereof. 
And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to 
the fowl of the air, and to every beast .of the 
field; but for Adam there was not found an 
help meet for hint. And the Lord God 
caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam* and 
he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and 
closed up the flesh instead thereof ; and the 
rib, which the Lord God had taken from 
man, made he a woman, and brought her 
unto the man. And Adam said, This is now 
bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh : she 
shall be called Woman, because she w r as 
taken out of Man, Therefore shall a man 
leave his father and his mother, and shall 
cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one 
flesh. And they were both naked, the man 
and his wife, and were not ashamed. 


ITS BAD SIDE Genesis 3, w 4 

There are certain things in human nature we wish were not there. They hardly need to 
be pointed out, but a picture intended to establish our identity must show them. Un- 
fortunately, it is by our disfigurements we are most quickly and surely recognized. They 
may be physical defects or evil traits of character. In this case, to make identity doubly 
sure, both are used. 

Before we point to these things it is necessary to say a word about the picture itself. 
So many people look only at the first stage of the drawing. It is, however, more im- 
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poriant to look at the finished picture , after the artist has, by many deft touches , com- 
pletely drawn the figures . 5 ^ then what he has been working up to — a life-like 

portrait of a man and a woman who have had experience of this dark side of human 
nature and know the distress it brings into human life . It is to them we must look : 
and it is in them we best see the tell-tale marks of our humanity . 

On the physical side , our nature carries the marks of suffering and death . We are not 
called upon to explain the mysteries but to note the fact . The man God made has, in 
the course of his life, to suffer pain and face death . How close to him these bitter ex- 
periences of life bring us, and how delicately is the feeling which accompanies them — 
that we were not born to die— conveyed in this picture of our common nature . 

Our likeness in character to this man is so strong and so humiliating we are almost 
ashamed to admit it . But this very feeling of shame is contained in the drawing . It is 
an outstanding characteristic of the God-made man . His shame, and ours , is not of our 
nature but of our sin . We have by our sin debased our nature . That in itself is enough 
to make us painfully self-conscious as we look at this portrait, but to fasten the identity 
more securely upon us the picture-strip traces out the way we sin . Every twist and turn 
of the path, every excuse we make , every effort we put forward to avoid the consequences 
of our evil choice; they are all displayed . It is our own heard s story we read, not A dam's; 
the true and tragic portrait of every man's soul 

N OW the serpent was more subtil myself. And he said, Who told thee that 
than any beast of the field which thou wast naked ? Hast thou eaten of the 
the Lord God had made. And he tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou 
said unto the woman, Yea, hath shouldest not eat? And the man said, The 
God said. Ye shall not eat of every tree of woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she 
the garden? And the woman said unto the gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And the 
serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees Lord God said unto the woman. What is 
of the garden: but of the fruit of the tree this that thou hast done? And the woman 
which is in the midst of the garden, God said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 
hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall And the Lord God said unto the serpent, 
ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed 
unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: for above all cattle, and above every beast of the 
God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust 
then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: and I 
be as gods, knowing good and evil. And will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
when the woman saw that the tree was good and between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his 
and a tree to be desired to make one wise, heel. Unto the woman he said, I will greatly 
she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and multiply thy sorrow and thy conception ; in 
gave also unto her husband with her; and he sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and 
did eat. And the eyes of them both were thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he 
opened, and they knew that they were naked ; shall rule over thee. And unto Adam he said, 
and they sewed fig leaves together, and made Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice 
themselves aprons. And they heard the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of 
of the Lord God walking in the garden in which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt 
the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy 
hid themselves from the presence of the Lord sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the 
God amongst the trees of the garden. days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall 

And the Lord God called unto Adam, and it bring forth to thee ; and thou shalt eat the 
said unto him. Where art thou? And he herb of the field; in the sweat of thy face 
said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 
was afraid, because I was naked ; and I hid ground; for out of it wast rhrm rak^n • for 
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dust thdu art, and unto dust shait thou return. 
And Adam called his wife's name Eve; be- 
cause she was the mother of all living. Unto 
Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God 
make coats of skins, and clothed them. 

And the Lord God said, Behold, the man 
is become as one of us, to know good and evil : 
and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take 


also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for 
ever: therefore the Lord God sent him forth 
from the garden of Eden, to till the ground 
from whence he was taken. So he drove out 
the man; and he placed at the east of the 
garden of Eden Cherubinis, and a flaming 
sword which turned every way, to keep the 
way of the tree of life. 


ITS MIXED CHARACTER Genesis 4 , 1 - 5 , 32 

Every page of human history has the same texture as this chapter: an uneven mixture of 
good and evil, unfortunately with an excess of evil. Somehow or other evil always seems 
to get more than its share of attention* It does so here . The references to anything good 
are very few. But the point is not so muck the unevenness of the mixture as the closeness 
of the yam* At the outset we are told that Cain and Abel are brothers* Good and evil 
are as close together in human life as members of the same household. Closer even than 
this . For they are found together in a man's heart, Cain, evil as he was, had some 
goodness in him. 

Take a wider view , says the story , and you will observe in the fabric of civilisation the 
same material and the same interweaving. On the one hand , you have Lantech and his 
sons singing the Song of the Sword— a proud, boastful war song — and on the other > the 
sons of Seth calling upon the name of the Lord . The war song is more popular , Tribes- 
men can be heard singing it, workers in brass and iron keeping time to it, and musicians 
devising variations of it. Both are there , the war song and the hymn of worship * 

In the world at large , in the family , in the hearts of men, in human nature generally , 
says the narrative, there is good and evil, A commonplace truth , but it is by these 
obvious and easily read signs the Book of God makes homely people feel it has been 
written about them and must have been written for them * 


Cain and Abel 

AND Adam knew Eve his wife; and she 
/\ conceived, and bare Cain, and said, 
I have gotten a man from the Lord. 
JL JLAnd she again bare his brother Abel. 
And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain 
was a tiller of the ground. And in process of 
time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the 
fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord. 
And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of 
his flock and of the fat thereof. And the 
Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offer- 
ing: but unto Cain and to his offering he had 
not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and 
his countenance fell. And the Lord said 
unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is 
thy countenance fallen? If thou doest well, 
shait thou not be accepted? and if thou doest 
not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee 
shall be his desire, and thou shait rule over 
him. And Cain talked with Abel his brother : 


and it came to pass, when they were in the 
field, that Cain rose up against Abel his 
brother, and slew him. 

And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is 
Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: 
Am I my brother’s keeper? And he said, 
What hast thou done? the voice of thy bro- 
ther’s blood crieth unto me from the ground* 
And now art thou cursed from the earth, 
which hath opened her mouth to receive thy 
brother’s blood from thy hand; when thou 
tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth 
yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and 
a vagabond shait thou be in the earth. And 
Cain said unto the Lord, My punishment is 
greater than 1 can bear. Behold, thou hast 
driven me out this day from the face of the 
earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and 
I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond In the 
earth; and it shall come to pass, that every 
one that findeth me shall slay me. And the 
Lord said unto him, Therefore whosoever 


6 


slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on 
him sevenfold. And the Lord set a mark 
upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill 
him. 

And Cain went out from the presence of 
the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on 
the east of Eden. And Cain knew his wife; 
and she conceived, and bare Enoch; and he 
builded a city, and called the name of the 
city, after the name of his son, Enoch. ' And 
unto Enoch was bom Irad : and Irad begat 
Mehujael; and Mehujael begat Methusael : 
and Methusael begat Lantech. 

Lantech and Seth 

And Lantech took unto him two wives: 
the name of the one was Adah, and the name 
of the other Zillah. And Adah bare Jabal: 
he was the father of such as dwell in tents, 
and of such as have cattle. And his brother’s 
name was Jubal : he was the father of all such 
as handle the harp and organ. And Zillah, 
she also bare Tubal-cain, an instructer of 
every artificer in brass and iron : and the sister 
of Tubal-cain was Naamah. And Lamech 
said unto his wives, 

Adah and Zillah, Hear my voice; 

Ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my 
speech : 

For I have slain a man to my wounding. 

And a young man to my hurt. 

If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, 

Truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold. 

And Adam knew his wife again; and she 
bare a son, and called his name Seth: For 
God, said she, hath appointed me another 
seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew. And 
to Seth, to him also there was born a son; 
and he called his name Enos: then began 
men to call upon the name of the Lord. 

Generations of Adam 

This is the book of the generations of 
Adam. In the day that God created man, in 
the likeness of God made he him; male and 
female created he them; and blessed them, 
and called their name Adam, in the day when 
they were created. 

And Adam lived an hundred and thirty 
years, and begat a son in his own likeness, 
after his image; and called his name Seth: 
and the days of Adam after he had begotten 
Seth were eight hundred years : and he begat 
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sons and daughters: and all the days that 
Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty 
years : and he died. 

And Seth lived an hundred and five years, 
and begat Enos; and Seth lived after he begat 
Enos eight hundred and seven years, and 
begat sons and daughters : and all the days of 
Seth were nine hundred and twelve years : 
and he died. 

And Enos lived ninety years, and begat 
Cainan : and Enos lived after he begat Cainan 
eight hundred and fifteen years, and begat 
sons and daughters : and all the days of Enos 
were nine hundred and five years; and he 
died. 

And Cainan lived seventy years, and begat 
Mahalaleel : and Cainan lived after he begat 
Mahalaleel eight hundred and forty years, 
and begat sons and daughters: and all the 
days of Cainan were nine hundred and ten 
years : and he died. 

And Mahalaleel lived sixty and five years, 
and begat Jared : and Mahalaleel lived after 
he begat Jared eight hundred and thirty years, 
and begat sons and daughters: and all the 
days of Mahalaleel were eight hundred ninety 
and five years : and he died. 

Enoch and Methuselah 

And Jared lived an hundred sixty and two 
years, and he begat Enoch: and Jared lived 
after he begat Enoch eight hundred years, 
and begat sons and daughters : and all the 
days of Jared were nine hundred sixty and 
two years : and he died. 

And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and 
begat Methuselah : and Enoch walked with 
God after he begat Methuselah three hun- 
dred years, and begat sons and daughters: 
and all the days of Enoch were three hun- 
dred sixty and five years : and Enoch walked 
with God: and he was not; for God took 
him. 

And Methuselah lived an hundred eighty 
and seven years, and begat Lamech: and 
Methuselah lived after he begat Lamech 
seven hundred eighty and two years, and 
begat sons and daughters ; and all the days of 
Methuselah were nine hundred sixty and 
nine years : and he died. 

Noah 

And Lamech lived an hundred eighty and 
two years, and begat a son: and he called his 
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name Noah, saying, This same shall comfort begat sons and daughters, and all the days of 
us concerning our work and toil of our hands* Lantech were seven hundred seventy and 
because of the ground which the Lord hath seven years: and he died, 
cursed. And Lantech lived after he begat And Noah was five hundred years old: 
Noah five hundred ninety and five years, and and Noah begat Sltem 5 Ham, and Japhcth. 

OUR OWN TIMES; THE SPIRIT OF' THE ACE 

THE REVELATION IS FOR TIMES LIKE THESE 

GENESIS CHAPTERS 6, I- - 11 . 32 

How far from modem times some of the Bible stories take us! We wonder what value 
they can have at this long distance for people who are perplexed and hard pressed by a 
very different form of civilization. Then suddenly in the far-off scene we catch some 
feature which seems familiar to our experience. It lights up the whole page, and things 
which we thought had nothing in common with our present existence begin to remind us 
strangely of what we have read in our daily newspapers. 

There is the same kind of material. The emphasis is different , but the facts which are 
recorded are the usual items of human interest in any and eiiery age. Popular heroes, 
political and social events, outbreaks of violence, and achievements in sport are not new 
features of the modern daily press. They are all mentioned in this sacred chronicle of the 
world's news ; they are part of the day’s story in every era. We are, however, so keen to 
get the latest news of our own time that we do not often look at this old-time picture. If 
we did we might get a better perspective of our own civilization. For the truth is we 
have in this Bible picture something more than the signs of the times. We have the spirit 
of the times, and the nearer we get to it the stronger grows our conviction that it is not 
the spirit of bygone times, but of our own times, of all times, which we see on these im- 
mortal pages. 

We see the eyes of the people looking with hope and fear to the giants of their genera- 
tion — c demigods’ the ancient text naively calls them, became they seem to possess super- 
human gifts. We see the pride in military conquests which bring territorial gains, and 
the ambition which seeks its own glory in pretentious social schemes. We see, too , out- 
rages which shock the moral sense, and the bold effrontery of anti-God campaigns. 
Whether we look in the Bible or at our newspapers these are the signs of the spirit of 
the age. 

What, however, the newspapers do not say, the story of the Flood boldly proclaims. 
There is a moral as well as a social order in the world, a Divine as well as a natural 
order in the universe, and woe betide that civilization which is blind to it. But — and 
this in the Bible is front-page news — the man who keeps the faith in a faithless age is in 

God’s care. 

AT THE TIME OF THE FLOOD : Genesis 6 , 1- 10 , 33 

Jt ND it came to pass, when men began took them wives of all which they chose. 
/ 1 t0 multiply on the face of the earth. And the Lord said, My spirit shall not always 
/ \ aud daughters were born unto them, strive with man, for that he also is flesh : yet 
•A. A.that the sons of God saw the daugh- his days shall be an hundred and twenty 
ters of men that they were fair 3 and they years. There were giants in the earth in 
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those days ; and also after that, when the sons 
of God came in unto the daughters of men, 
and they bare children to them, the same 
became mighty men which were of old, men 
of renown. 

And God saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every im- 
agination of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually. And it repented the 
Lord that he had made man on the earth, 
and it grieved him at his heart. And the 
Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have 
created from the face of the earth; both man, 
and beast, and the creeping thing, and the 
fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I 
have made them. But Noah found grace in 
the eyes of the Lord. 

These are the generations of Noah: Noah 
was a just man and perfect in his generations, 
and Noah walked with God. And Noah 
begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 
The earth also was corrupt before God, and 
the earth was filled with violence. And God 
looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was 
corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way 
upon the earth. 

The Ark 

And God said unto Noah, The end of all 
flesh is come before me ; for the earth is filled 
with violence through them; and, behold, I 
will destroy them with the earth. Make thee 
an ark of gopher wood; rooms shall thou 
make in the ark, and shall pitch it within 
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and without with pitch. And this is the 
fashion which thou shall make it of; The 
length of the ark shall be three hundred 
cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the 
height of it thirty cubits. A window shall 
thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shall 
thou finish it above; and the door of the ark 
shall thou set in the side thereof; with lower, 
second, and third stories shall thou make it. 
And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of 
waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, 
wherein is the breath of life, from under 
heaven; and every thing that is in the earth 
shall die. But with thee will 1 establish my 
covenant; and thou shall come into the ark, 
thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy 
sons" wives with thee. And of every living 
thing of all flesh, two 1 of every sort shalt thou 
bring into the ark, to keep them alive with 
thee; they shall be male and female. Of 
fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their 
kind, of every creeping thing of the earth 
after his kind, two of every sort shall come 
unto thee, to keep them alive. And take thou 
unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou 
shalt gather it to thee ; and it shall be for food 
for thee, and for them. Thus did Noah; 
according to all that God commanded him, 
so did he. 

And the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou 
and all thy house into the ark; for thee have 
I seen righteous before me in this generation. 
Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee 
by sevens, 1 the male and his female; and of 
beasts that are not clean by two, the male 


1 The story of the Flood is a clearly marked example of the composite character of the Scripture 
narrative , and introduces the general reader to a method of Bible study which, in recent years, has 
become very popular . If he reads the text carefully he will notice what appear to be strange con- 
tradictions. For example: It is stated in one place that the animals go into the Ark by pairs, and 
in another that the clean animals go in by sevens and the unclean by pairs . Again , in one place 
it is stated that the rain lasted 40 days, while a few verses farther on it says the water prevailed 
for 150 days , There are several such instances , and the scholars can point to more subtle but none 
the less well-marked differences in words, phrases , and characteristics of style which distinguish 
the different strands of narrative , 

In this presentation of the Bible, it will be observed, we have avoided taking the reader into 
the intricacies of this specialized study. There are already many excellent critical studies of 
the Text on these lines for those who wish to follow them . We pursue a different line. We 
approach the Bible as it stands and try to look at its finished pictures, taking advantage of every 
help modern research provides to make the pictures clearer or more vivid . In itself the critical 
method of textual study is of little interest or value to the ordinary person. He is prepared to 
accept the Text, as an amalgam of many writings . Who wrote each part , which part, and when , 
is not a matter of serious concern to him . What it is all about is much more important . There 
are two ways of studying a stained-glass window . We might take it to pieces, classify each 
colour , and say token, where , and by whom each part was made . Or we might want first to see 
the picture, as we do. 
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and his female. Of fowls also of the air by 
sevens, the male and the female ; to keep 
seed alive upon the face of all the earth. For 
yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain 
upon the earth forty days and forty nights; 
and every living substance that I have made 
will I destroy from off the face of the earth. 
And Noah did according unto all that the 
Lord commanded him. 

And Noah was six hundred years old when 
the flood of waters was upon the earth. And 
Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and 
his sons’ wives with him, into the ark, be- 
cause of the waters of the hood. Of clean 
beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and 
of fowls, and of every thing that creepeth 
upon the earth, there went in two and two 
unto Noah into the ark, the male and the 
female, as God had commanded Noah. And 
it came to pass after seven days, that the 
waters of the flood were upon the earth. In 
the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the 
second month, the seventeenth day of the 
month, the same day were all the fountains 
of the great deep broken up, and the windows 
of heaven were opened. And the rain 
was upon the earth forty days and forty 
nights. 

The Deluge 

In the selfsame day entered Noah, and 
Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of 
Noah, and Noah’s wife, and the three wives 
of his sons with them, into the ark; they, 
and every beast after his kind, and all the 
cattle after their kind, and every creeping 
thing that creepeth upon the earth after his 
kind, and every fowl after his kind, every 
: bird of every sort. And they went in unto 
Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, 
wherein is the breath of life. And they that 
went in, went in male and female of all flesh, 
as God had commanded him: and the Lord 
shut him in. And the flood was forty days 
upon the earth; and the waters increased, 
and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above 
the earth. And the waters prevailed, and 
were increased greatly upon the earth; and 
the ark went upon the face of the waters. 
And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon 
the earth; and all the high hills, that were 
under the whole heaven, were covered. Fif- 
teen cubits upward did the waters prevail; 
and the mountains were covered. And all 
flesh died that moved upon the earth, both 


of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of 
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth, and every man: all in whose nostrils 
was the breath of life, of all that, was in the 
dry land, died. And every living substance 
was destroyed which was upon the face of 
the ground, both man, and cattle, and the 
creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; 
and they were destroyed from the earth : and 
Noah only remained alive, and they that 
were with him in the ark. And the waters 
prevailed upon the earth an hundred and 
fifty days. 

And God remembered Noah, and every 
living thing, and all the cattle that was with 
him in the ark: and God made a wind to pass 
over the earth, and the waters asswaged ; the 
fountains also of the deep and the windows 
of heaven were stopped, and the rain from 
heaven was restrained; and the waters re- 
turned from off the earth continually: and 
after the end of the hundred and fifty days 
the waters were abated. And the ark rested 
in the seventh month, on the seventeenth 
day of the month, upon the mountains of 
Ararat. And the waters decreased continu- 
ally until the tenth month: in the tenth 
month, on the first day of the month, were 
the tops of the mountains seen. 

The Raven and the Dove 

And it came to pass at the end of forty 
days, that Noah opened the window of the 
ark which he had made: and he sent forth a 
raven, which went forth to and fro, until the 
waters were dried up from off the earth. Also 
he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the 
waters were abated from off the face of the 
ground; but the dove found no rest for the 
sole of her foot, and she returned unto him 
into the ark, for the waters were on the face 
of the whole earth: then he put forth his 
hand, and took her, and pulled her in unto 
him into the ark. And he stayed yet other 
seven days; and again he sent forth the dove 
out of the ark; and the dove came in to him 
in the evening; and, !o, in her mouth was an 
olive leaf pluckt off; so Noah knew that the 
waters were abated from off the earth. And 
he stayed yet other seven days; and sent 
forth the dove; which returned not again 
unto him any more. 

And it came to pass in the six hundredth 
and first year, in the first month, the first 
day of the month, the waters were dried up 



from oil the earth: and Noah removed the 
covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, 
the face of the ground was dry. And in the 
second month, on the seven and twentieth 
day of the month, was the earth dried. 

And God spake unto Noah, saying. 
Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, 
and thy sons, and thy sons" wives with 
thee. Bring forth with thee every living 
thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both 
of fowl, and of cattle, and of every creep- 
ing thing that crcepeth upon the earth; 
that they may breed abundantly in the 
earth, and be fruitful, and multiply upon 
the earth. And Noah went forth, and his 
sons, and his wife, and his sons’ wives 
with him : every beast, every creeping thing, 
and every fowl, and whatsoever creepeth 
upon the earth, after their kinds, went 
forth out of the ark. 

The Altar 

And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord ; 
and took of every dean beast, and of every 
clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on 
the altar. And the Lord smelled a sweet 
savour; and the Lord said in his heart, I will 
not again curse the ground any more for 
man’s sake; for the imagination of man’s 
heart is evil from his youth; neither will I 
again smite any more every thing living, as I 
have done. While the earth remaineth, seed- 
time and harvest, and cold and heat, and 
summer and winter, and day and night shall 
not cease. 

The Blessing 

And God blessed Noah and his sons, and 
said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and replenish the earth. And the fear of you 
and the dread of you shall be upon every 
beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of 
the air, upon ail that moveth upon the earth, 
and upon all the Ashes of the sea; into your 
hand are they delivered. Every moving thing 
that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the 
green herb have I given you ail things. But 
flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood 
thereof, shall ye not eat. And surely your 
blood of your lives will I require; at the hand 
of every beast will I require it, and at the 
hand of man; at the hand of every man’s 
brother will I require the life of man. Whoso 
sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood 
be . shed : for in the image of God made he 
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man. And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; 
bring forth abundantly in the earth, and 
multiply therein. 

The Rainbow 

And God spake unto Noah, and to his 
sons with him, saying, And I, behold, I 
establish my covenant with you, and with 
your seed after you; and with every living 
creature that is with you, of the fowl, of the 
cattle, and of every beast of the earth with 
you ; from all that go out of the ark, to every 
beast of the earth. And I will establish my 
covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be 
cut off any more by the waters of a flood; 
neither shall there any more be a flood to 
destroy the earth. And God said. This is 
the token of the covenant which I make 
between me and you and every living crea- 
ture that is with you, for perpetual genera- 
tions : I do set my bow in the cloud, and it 
shall be for a token of a covenant between 
me and the earth. And it shall come to pass, 
when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the 
bow shall be seen in the cloud: and I will 
remember my covenant, which is between 
me and you and every living creature of all 
flesh ; and the waters shall no more become 
a flood to destroy all flesh. And the bow 
shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, 
that I may remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all 
flesh that is upon the earth. And God said 
unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant, 
which I have established between me and all 
flesh that is upon the earth. 

The Curse of Canaan 

And the sons of Noah, that went forth of 
the ark, were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: 
and Ham is the father of Canaan. These are 
the three sons of Noah : and of them was the 
whole earth overspread. 

And Noah began to be an husbandman, 
and he planted a vineyard: and he drank of 
the wine, and was drunken; and he was un- 
covered within his tent. And Ham, the 
father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his 
father, and told his two brethren without. 
And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and 
laid it upon both their shoulders, and went 
backward, and covered the nakedness of 
their father; and their faces were backward, 
and they saw not their father’s nakedness. 
And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew 


GENESIS 9 , 24 

what his younger son had done unto him. 
And he said* 

Cursed be Canaan; 

A servant of servants shall he be unto his 
brethren. 

And he said* 

Blessed be the Lord God of Shem; 

And Canaan shall be his servant. 

God shall enlarge Japheth, 

And he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; 

And Canaan shall be his servant. 

And Noah lived after the flood three hun- 
dred and fifty years. And all the days of 
Noah were nine hundred and fifty years: 
and he died. 

Sons of Noah 

Now these are the generations of the sons 
of Noah* Shem* Ham* and Japheth : and unto 
them were sons born after the flood. The 
sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog* and 
Madai* and Javan* and Tubal* and Meshech, 
and Tiras, And the sons of Gomer; Ash- 
kenaz* and Riphath* and Togarmah. And 
the sons of Javan; Elishah* and Tarshish* 
Kittim* and Dodanim. By these were the 
isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands ; 
every one after his tongue* after their families* 
in their nations. 

Sons of Ham 

And the sons of Ham; Cush* and Mizraim* 
and Phut* and Canaan. And the sons of 
Cush; Seba* and Havilah* and Sabtah* and 
Raamah* and Sabtecha: and the sons of 
Raamah; Sheba* and Dedan. And Cush 
begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one 
in the earth. He was a mighty hunter before 
the Lord : wherefore it is said* Even as Nim- 
rod the mighty hunter before the Lord. And 
the beginning of his kingdom was Babel* and 
Erech* and Accad* and Calneh* in the land of 
Shinar. Out of that land went forth Asshur* 
and builded Nineveh* and the city Rehoboth* 


and Calah* and Resen between Nineveh and 
Calah: the same is a great city. And Miz- 
raim begat Ludim* and Anamim* and Leha- 
bim* and Naphtuhim* and Pathrusim, and 
Casluhim* (out of whom came Philistim*) 
and Caphtorim. 

And Canaan begat Sidon his firstborn* 
and Heth* and the Jebusite* and the Amorite* 
and the Girgasite* and the Hivite* and the 
Arkite* and the Smite* and the Arvadite* and 
the Zemarite, and the Hamathite: and after- 
ward were the families of the Canaanites 
spread abroad. And the border of the Canaan- 
ites was from Sidon* as thou comest to Gerar* 
unto Gaza; as thou goest* unto Sodom* and 
Gomorrah* and Admah* and Zeboim* even 
unto Lasha. These are the sons of Ham, after 
their families* after their tongues* in their 
countries* and in their nations. 

Sons of Shem 

Unto Shem also* the father of all the chil- 
dren of Eber* the brother of Japheth the 
elder* even to him were children born. The 
children of Shem; Elam, and Asshur* and 
Arphaxad, and Lud* and Aram. And the 
children of Aram ; Uz, and Hul, and Gether, 
and Mash. And Arphaxad begat Salah; and 
Salah begat Eber. And unto Eber were born 
two sons: the name of one was Peleg; for in 
his days was the earth divided; and his 
brother’s name was Joktan. And Joktan 
begat Almodad* and Sheleph, and Hazar- 
maveth* and Jerah, and Hadoram* and Uzal, 
and Diklah* and Obal, and Abimael, and 
Sheba* and Ophir* and Havilah* and Jobab: 
all these were the sons of Joktan. And their 
dwelling was from Mesha* as thou goest unto 
Sephar a mount of the east. These are the 
sons of Shem, after their families* after their 
tongues* in their lands* after their nations. 
These are the families of the sons of Noah* 
after their generations* in their nations : and 
by these were the nations divided in the 
earth after the flood. 


On the general question of footnotes , it will be obvious to most readers why they have been 
omitted in this section. The new method of interpreting these chapters of Genesis * as a Foreword 
to the Bible . * an accompanying note to the reader of the Revelation, makes the usual kind of foot- 
note almost superfluous. That does not mean there are no difficulties to be solved. There are 
many; but * then, there are many books which deal with them, and do so much more competently 
and thoroughly than is possible in this volume . Besides, the ordinary reader, we feel, wants 
finger-posts rather than footnotes * direction over the country that lies before him rather than 
explanations of the interesting things that lie in his way, and these we have tried to provide in 
the general lay-out of the pages, the headlines, and the introductory paragraphs. 



THE TOWER OF BABEL 


Genesis 1 1, i -22 

How close it stands to present-day schemes of self-defence— a monument, which Time 
cannot utterly destroy , to all our foolish boasts of self-sufficiency . On more and more 
ambitious lines the same vain work goes on. Iron and steel reinforce the bricks and 
mortar of the early days . The tower which rose high to the sky now runs to the sea like 
a wall fortified with battlements and battalions . Fear of man has been added to the fear 
of God . In the hearts of men there is widespread alarm that the world may again be 
devastated as it was at the Flood or in the Great War . At all costs , these ardent workers 
say , we must make ourselves safe, and we will do so on such a scale that throughout the 
world our name will be exalted . Is not this the spirit of the age? It is the spirit of this 
page of Scripture , and makes the Bible a book for our own times, with to-day's date 
written in it. 

When we get to the heart of these stories of Genesis we find, to our amazement , that 
we are at the heart of all things — of the world in which we live, of the mysteries of our 
own being, and of the problems which beset every age of human existence . Scripture is the 
script of life . Once we have become familiar with the picture-form of writing, it is easy 
to read the whole Book . For it is a book of pictures, pictures of everyday life : waiting, 
not to be interpreted, but to be recognized, and to impart at the moment of recognition 
the revelation which the pictures carry . This great story of Revelation begins with 
Abraham. The lives of his children and their descendants are the pages on which it is 
written. But the story is for you and me, and these introductory chapters of Genesis , 
stamped with to-day's date and bearing our address and portrait, convey it to us. 


1ND the whole earth was of one lan- 
J\ guage, and of one speech. And it 
came to pass, as they journeyed 
„JL JLfrom the east, that they found a 
plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt 
there. And they said one to another Go to, 
let us make brick, and burn them throughly. 
And they had brick for stone, and slime had 
they for morter. And they said. Go to, let us 
build us a city and a tower, whose top may 
reach unto heaven; and let us make us a 
name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the 
face of the whole earth. And the Lord came 
down to see the city and the tower, which 
the children of men builded. And the Lord 
said, Behold, the people is one, and they 
have all one language; and this they begin 
to do: and now nothing will be restrained 
from them, which they have imagined to do. 
Go to, let us go down, and there confound 
their language, that they may not understand 
one another’s speech. So the Lord scattered 
them abroad from thence upon the face of 
all the earth: and they left off to build the 
city. Therefore is the name of it called Babel ; 
because the Lord did there confound the 
language of all the earth: and from thence 


did the Lord scatter them abroad upon the 
face of all the earth. 

Forefathers of Abraham 
These are the generations of Shem : Shem 
was an hundred years old, and begat Ar- 
phaxad two years after the flood: and Shem 
lived after he begat Arphaxad five hundred 
years, and begat sons and daughters. And 
Arphaxad lived five and thirty years, and 
begat Salah: and Arphaxad lived after he 
begat Salah four hundred and three years, 
and begat sons and daughters. And Salah 
lived thirty years, and begat Eber: and Sa- 
lah lived after he begat Eber four hundred 
and three years, and begat sons and daugh- 
ters. And Eber lived four and thirty years, 
and begat Peleg: and Eber lived after he 
begat Peleg four hundred and thirty years, 
and begat sons and daughters. And Peleg 
lived thirty years, and begat Reu: and Peleg 
lived after he begat Reu two hundred and 
nine years, and begat sons and daughters. 
And Reu lived two and thirty years, and 
begat Serug: and Reu lived after he begat 
Serug two hundred and seven years, and 
begat sons and daughters. And Serug lived 
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thirty years, and begat Mahon and Serag 
lived after he begat Nahor two hundred 
years, and begat sons and daughters. And 
Nahor lived nine and twenty years, and be- 
gat Terah: and Nahor lived after he begat 
Terah an hundred and nineteen years, and 
begat sons and daughters. And Terah lived 
seventy'years, and begat Abram, Nahor, and 
Haran. 

Now these are the generations of Terah: 
Terah begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and 
Haran begat Lot. And Haran died before 
his father Terah in the land of his nativity, 
in Ur of the Chaldees, And Abram and 


Nahor took them wives : the name of Abram's 
wife was Sarai; and the name of Nahor 's wife, 
Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father of 
Milcah, and the father of Iscah. But Sarai 
was barren; she had no child. And Terah 
took Abram his son, and Lot the son of 
Haran his son's son, and Sarai his daughter 
in law, his son Abram's wife; and they went 
forth with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to 
go into the land of Canaan; and they came 
unto Haran, and dwelt there. And the days 
of Terah were two hundred and live years: 
and Terah died in Haran. 



1 1 O L . LAND 


IN THE LAND OF REVELATION WE SEE 
THE REVELATION FOR ALL LANDS 

BOOKS OF THE BIBLE from GENESIS to RUTH 



THE LAND CHOSEN FOR THE DIVINE REVELATION 


The country we call Palestine , the original home of the Israelites , is about the size 
of Wales. On maps of the ancient world it occupied a central position , and formed 
a natural stage on which to set before the eyes of all mm the Revelation of God. 


TO THE HILLS AND FIELDS OF OUR OWN PLEASANT 

It is impossible for any one. to visit the Holy Land and not see on the Mils and in the 

fi evJ country^ r T nd f h hm ° f h \ s . mn C0mtr y- And * « w true from what- 

I y 7 comes - For the natural features of Palestine are such that animals 
Plants natroe to ^ none to* fc*, found there. In M^lsZlSe 



strip of country , this characteristic sample of the earth . , the Revelation of God was 
given to show that every land is a Holy Land. ‘Holy 5 in the same sense that Canaan 
was holy; because God was in it. He who made Himself known in Canaan has since 
those days revealed His Presence in every part of the earth. 




BEGINNING OF THE GOOD NEWS 

OUR EARLIEST RECORD IS THE LIFE-HISTORY 
OF THE MAN WHO WAS CALLED GOD’S FRIEND 

GENESIS CHAPTERS 12, i — 23, 20 

Look not, says Abraham, for the story of my life in these chapters , but for the story 
of my God . There is none like Him . And this is His glory; He has come forward, not 
with a scheme merely , but with a promise for the world, and a promise which ts more 
wonderful than anything the mind of man could possibly have conceived . More than 
that; He has pledged Himself to see it fulfilled . This is the never-to~be~f or gotten 
message, the news from heaven, which we are to pass on to the children of men in all 
generations . 

And with the news pass on my own hearts witness to its truth . For I have known 
Him of whom I speak , intimately, and this one fact He has, through all my length of 
days , brought me to believe : that He can he known and loved and trusted as a personal 
friend. Friend, did I say , while I speak of God? It is the name my heart , if not my 
lips, must utter . For, of all the gods, if there are any beside Him, He alone has been 
my Friend. To me there is no other in earth or heaven; no other Living God; no other 
God, who speaks to man, who walks with him, through all the years of his earthly 
pilgrimage, that man might learn, in fellowship with Him, the ways of righteousness 
and peace. 


THERE IS ONE GOD IN ALL THE EARTH 


N OW the Lord had said unto Abram, 
Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred, and from thy 
father's house, unto a land that 
I will shew thee: and I will make of thee 
a great nation, and I will bless thee, and 
make thy name great; and thou shalt be a 
blessing: and I will bless them that bless 
thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and 
in thee shall all families of the earth be 
blessed . 1 So Abram departed, as the Lord 
had spoken unto him; and Lot went with 
him: and Abram was seventy and five years 
old when he departed out of Haran. And 
Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
brother's son, and all their substance that 
they had gathered, and the souls that they 
had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to 
go into the land of Canaan; and into the 
land of Canaan they came. 

In Canaan 

And Abram passed through the land unto 
the place of Sichem, unto the plain ofMoreh. 


Genesis 12, 1 — 14, 24 

And the Canaanite was then in the land. 
And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and 
said. Unto thy seed will I give this land : and 
there builded he an altar unto the Lord, who 
appeared unto him. And he removed from 
thence unto a mountain on the east of Beth- 
el, and pitched his tent, having Beth-el on 
the west, and Hal on the east: and there he 
builded an altar unto the Lord, and called 
upon the name of the Lord. And Abram 
journeyed, going on still toward the south. 

In Egypt 

And there was a famine in the land ; and 
Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn 
there; for the famine was grievous in the 
land. And it came to pass, when he was come 
near to enter into Egypt, that he said unto 
Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that thou 
art a fair woman to look upon: therefore it 
shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall 
see thee, that they shall say. This is his wife : 
and they will kill me, but they will save thee 
alive. Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: 


tW ? ways , ° f reading this passage. Abraham will be the instrument of blessing, or such ; 
example of blessedness that others will seek the Divine favour. 8 
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that it may be we!! with me for thy sake; 
and my soul shall live because of thee. 

And it came to pass, that, when Abram 
was come into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld 
the woman that she was very fair. The 
princes also of Pharaoh saw her, and com- 
mended her before Pharaoh: and the woman 
was taken into Pharaoh’s house. And he 
entreated Abram well for her sake: and he 
had sheep, and oxen, and he asses, and men- 
servants, and maidservants, and she. asses, 
and camels. And the Lord plagued Pharaoh 
and his house with great plagues because of 
Sara! Abram’s wife. 1 And Pharaoh called 
Abram, and said. What is this that thou hast 
done unto me? why didst thou not tell me 
that she was thy wife? Why saidst thou, 
She is my sister? so I might have taken her 
to me to wife : now therefore behold thy wife, 
take her, and go thy way. And Pharaoh com- 
manded his men concerning him: and they 
sent him away, and his wife, and all that he 
had. 

In the Hill Country 

And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and 
his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with 
him, into the south. And Abram was very 
rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. And he 
went on his journeys from the south even 
to Beth-el, unto the place where his tent had 
been at the beginning, between Beth-el and 
Hai; unto the place of the altar, which he 
had made there at the first: and there Abram 
called on the name of the Lord. 

On the Plains 

And Lot also, which went with Abram, 
had flocks, and herds, and tents. And the 
land was not able to bear them, that they 
might dwell together: for their substance 
was great, so that they could not dwell 
together. And there was a strife between 
the herdmen of Abram’s cattle and the herd- 
men of Lot’s cattle : and the Canaanite and 
the Perizzite dwelled then in the land. And 
Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, 
I pray thee, between me and thee, and be- 
tween my herdmen and thy herdmen; for 
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we be brethren. Is not the whole land before 
thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: 
if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will 
go to the right; or if thou depart to the right 
hand, then I will go to the left. And Lot 
lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain 
of Jordan, that it was well watered every 
where, before the Lord destroyed Sodom 
and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the 
Lord, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest 
unto Zoar. Then Lot chose him all the plain 
of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they 
separated themselves the one from the other. 
Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and 
Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and 
pitched his tent toward Sodom. But the men 
of Sodom were wicked and sinners before 
the Lord exceedingly. 

And the Lord said unto Abram, after that 
Lot was separated from him. Lift up now 
thine eyes, and look from the place where 
thou art northward, and southward* and 
eastward, and westward : for all the land 
which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and 
to thy seed for ever. And I will make thy 
seed as the dust of the earth : so that if a man 
can number the dust of the earth, then shall 
thy seed also be numbered. Arise, walk 
through the land in the length of it and in 
the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee. 
Then Abram removed his tent, and came 
and dwelt in the plain of Manure, which is 
in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the 
Lord. 

And it came to pass 2 in the days of Am- 
raphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, 
Chedoriaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king 
of nations; that these made war with Bera 
king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of 
Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and 
Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of 
Bela, which is Zoar. All these were joined 
together in the vale of Siddim, which is the 
salt sea. Twelve years they served Chedor- 
iaomer, and in the thirteenth year they re- 
belled. And in the fourteenth year came 
Chedoriaomer, and the kings that were with 
him, and smote the Rephaims in Ashteroth 
Kamaim, and the Zuzims in Ham, and the 
Emims in Shaveh Kiriathaim, and the Hor- 
ites in their mount Seir, unto El-paran, which 


1 God cares for Abraham’s wife as well as for Abraham. Although Abraham falls short of his duty* God 
does not cast him off. 

2 In this section Abraham is a valiant warrior. It may be, some think, an inserted story. It is more than likely 
that the original narrative, as it passed through different periods of history, was drawn out to suit the needs of 
the times. Prophets, priests, patriots, have all, doubtless, worked upon it. We are privileged to look at the 
finished picture, and it is not Abraham but Abraham’s God who claims our attention. 
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is by the wilderness. And they returned, and 
came to En-mishpat, which is Kadesh, and 
smote all the country of the Amalekites, 
and also the Amorites, that dwelt in Haze- 
zon-tamar. And there went out the king of 
Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah, and the 
king of Admah 3 and the king of Zeboiim, and 
the king of Bela (the same is Zoar;) and they 
joined battle with them in the vale of Sid- 
dim; with Chedorlaomer the king of Elam, 
and with Tidal king of nations, and Am- 
raphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of 
Ellasar; four kings with five. And the vale 
of Siddim was full of slimepits ; and the kings 
of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell there; 
and they that remained fled to the mountain. 
And they took all the goods of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and all their victuals, and went 
their way. And they took Lot, Abram’s 
brother’s son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his 
goods, and departed. 

And there came one that had escaped, and 
told Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in 
the plain of Mamre the Amorite, brother of 
Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and these were 
confederate with Abram. And when Abram 
heard that his brother was taken captive, 
he armed his trained servants, born in his 
own house, three hundred and eighteen, and 
pursued them unto Dan. And he divided 
himself against them, he and his servants. 


by night, and smote them, and pursued them 
unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of 
Damascus. And he brought back all the 
goods, and also brought again his brother 
Lot, and his goods, and the women also, 
and the people. 

# And the king of Sodom went out to meet 
him after his return from the slaughter of 
Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that were 
with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is 
the king’s dale. And Melchizedek king of 
Salem 1 brought forth bread and wine : and 
he was the priest of the most high God. 
And he blessed him, and said. Blessed be 
Abram of the most high God, possessor of 
heaven and earth: and blessed be the most 
high God, which hath delivered thine enemies 
into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all. 
And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, 
Give me the persons, and take the goods to 
thyself. And Abram said to the king of 
Sodom, I have lift up mine hand unto the 
Lord, the most high God, the possessor of 
heaven and earth, that I will not take from 
a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that 1 will 
not take any thing that is thine, lest thou 
shouldest say, I have made Abram rich: save 
only that which the young men have eaten, 
and the portion of the men which went with 
me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre ; let them take 
their portion. 


a* c,„. „f „ 


THE GOD OF NATURE IS THE GOD OF 

NATIONS 

GENESIS CHAPTERS 15, i— 20, 18 

He is the God of all the peoples of the earth . Ishmael, Lot, and Abimelech are not out- 
side His care . Sodom and Gomorrah are not beyond His visitation . But me can hardly 
look upon these persons or the inhabitants of these cities as the people of God . Yet they 
were in the land of God . So God spake to Abraham, saying, 1 will give you a son , and 
make you a nation , and My land shall be filled with people after My own heart „ This 
is the meaning of the promise, and of the covenant , described here, which provides for 
the consecration of all children born to Abraham and his descendants . There shall be a 
new race, a better nation, or, as later developments revealed, a new community, countless 
as the stars , which will fill the earth and be known as the people of God . 


The Covenant 

AFTER these things the word of the Lord 
came unto Abram in a vision* saying* Fear 
not* Abram 5 I am thy shield* and thy ex- 
ceeding great reward. And Abram said* 
Lord God* what wilt thou give me* seeing 
I go childless* and the steward of my house 
is this Eliezer of Damascus? And Abram 
said* Behold* to me thou hast given no seed : 
and* lo* one bom in my house is mine heir. 
And* behold* the word of the Lord came 
unto him* saying, This shall not be thine 
heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine 
own bowels shall be thine heir. And he 
brought him forth abroad* and said* Look 
now toward heaven* and tell the stars* if thou 
be able to number them: and he said unto 
him* So shall thy seed be. And he believed 
in the Lord; and he counted it to him for 
righteousness. And he said unto him* I am 
the Lord that brought thee out of Ur of the 
Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it. 
And he said* Lord God, whereby shall I 
know that I shall inherit it? And he said 
unto him* Take me an heifer of three years 
old* and a she goat of three years old* and 
a ram of three years old* and a turtledove* 
and a young pigeon. And he took unto him 
all these* and divided them in the midst* and 
laid each piece one against another: but the 
birds divided he not. And when the fowls 
came down upon the carcases* Abram drove 
them away. 

And when the sun was going down* a deep 


sleep fell upon Abram; and, lo* an horror 
of great darkness fell upon him. And he said 
unto Abram* Know of a surety that thy seed 
shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs* 
and shall serve them; and they shall afflict 
them four hundred years; and also that 
nation* whom they shall serve* will I judge: 
and afterward shall they come out with great 
substance. And thou shalt go to thy fathers 
in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old 
age. But in the fourth generation they shall 
come hither again: for the iniquity of the 
Amorites is not yet full. And it came to pass* 
that* when the sun went down* and It was 
dark* behold a smoking furnace* and a burn- 
ing lamp that passed between those pieces. 
In the same day the Lord made a covenant 1 
with Abram* saying* Unto thy seed have 
I given this land* from the river of Egypt 
unto the great river* the river Euphrates: the 
Kenites* and the Kenizzites* and the Kad- 
monites* and the Hittites* and the Perizzites* 
and the Rephaims* and the Amorites* and 
the Canaanites* and the Girgashites* and the 
Jebusites. 

Birth of Ishmael 

Now Sarai Abram’s wife bare him no chil- 
dren: and she had an handmaid* an Egyp- 
tian* whose name was Hagar. And Sarai said 
unto Abram, Behold now, the Lord hath 
restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go 
in unto my maid; it may be that I may ob- 
tain children by her. And Abram hearkened 


1 The Covenant made with Abraham has the features of a royal investiture* which bestows an estate or office 
upon a subject, and betokens the close relationship between the parties. The installation is a solemn cere- 
mony* and includes conferring a new name or title upon the subject, who swears allegiance and loyal service 
to his king. Often the honour conferred and the estate bestowed pass as an inheritance to his son* and his 
descendants. 
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to the voice of Sarai. And Sarai Abram’s 
wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after 
Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of 
Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram 
to be his wife. 

And he went in unto Hagar, and she con- 
ceived: and when she saw that she had con- 
ceived, her mistress was despised in her eyes. 
And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be 
upon thee: I have given my maid into thy 
bosom; and when she saw that she had con- 
ceived, I was despised in her eyes : the Lord 
judge between me and thee. But Abram said 
unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid is in thy hand; 
do to her as it pleaseth thee. And when Sarai 
dealt hardly with her, she fled from her face. 

And the angel of the Lord found her by 
a fountain of water in the wilderness, by the 
fountain in the way to Shur. And he said, 
Hagar, Sarai’s maid, whence earnest thou? 
and whither wilt thou go? And she said, 
I flee from the face of my mistress Sarai. 
And the angel of the Lord said unto her, 
Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself 
under her hands. And the angel of the Lord 
said unto her, I will multiply thy seed ex- 
ceedingly, that it shall not be numbered for 
multitude. And the angel of the Lord said 


Abram fell on his face: and God talked with 
him, saying, As for me, behold, my covenant 
is with thee, and thou shaft be a father of 
many nations. Neither shall thy name any 
more be called Abram, but thy name shall 
be Abraham; for a father of many nations 
have I made thee. And I will make thee ex- 
ceeding fruitful, and 1 will make nations of 
thee, and kings shall come out of thee. And 
I will establish my covenant between me and 
thee and thy seed after thee in their genera- 
tions for an everlasting covenant, to be a 
God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 
And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed 
after thee, the land wherein thou art a 
stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an ever- 
lasting possession; and I will be their God. 

And God said unto Abraham, Thou shall 
keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy 
seed after thee in their generations. This is 
my covenant, which ye shall keep, between 
me and you and thy seed after thee; Every 
man child among you shall be circumcised. 
And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your 
foreskin; and it shall be a token of the cove- 
nant betwixt me and you. And he that is 
eight days old shall be circumcised among 
you, every man child in your generations, he 


unto her, Behold, thou art with child, and 
shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name 
Ishmael; because the Lord hath heard thy 
affliction. And he will be a wild man; 1 his 
hand will be against every man, and every 
man’s hand against him; and he shall dwell 
in the presence of all his brethren. And she 
called the name of the Lord that spake unto 
her, Thou God seest me : 2 for she said. Have 
I also here looked after him that seeth me? 
Wherefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi ; 
behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered. 

And Hagar bare Abram a son : and Abram 
called his son’s name, which Hagar bare, 
Ishmael. And Abram was fourscore and six 
years old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to 
Abram. 

Consecration of Children 

And when Abram was ninety years old 
and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram, and 
said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk 
before me, and be thou perfect. And I will 
make my covenant between me and thee, 
and will multiply thee exceedingly. And 


that is born in the house, or bought with 
money of any stranger, which is not of thy 
seed. He that is born in thy house, and he 
that is bought with thy money, must needs 
be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in 
your flesh for an everlasting covenant. And 
the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of 
his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall 
be cut off from his people; he hath broken 
my covenant. 

And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai 
thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, 
but Sarah shall her name be. And I will 
bless her, and give thee a son also of her: 
yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother 
of nations; kings of people shall be of her. 
Then Abraham fell upon his face, and 
laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child 
be born unto him that is an hundred years 
old ? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, 
bear? And Abraham said unto God, O that 
Ishmael might live before thee! And God 
said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son 
indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: 
and I will establish my covenant with him 
for an everlasting covenant, and with Ms seed 


l £? vlng 311(1 unc °ntroHable like the Arabs, who regard Ishmael as their ancestor, 
3 Therefore, the Living God. 
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after Mm. And as for Ishmaei* I have heard 
thee: Behold* I have blessed him* and will 
make him fruitful* and will multiply him 
exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget* 
and I will make him a great nation. But my 
covenant will I establish with Isaac* which 
Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time 
in the next year. And he left off talking with 
him* and God went up from Abraham. 

And Abraham took Ishmaei his son* and 
all that were bom in Ms house, and all that 
were bought with his money* every male 
among the men of Abraham’s house; and 
circumcised the flesh of their foreskin in the 
selfsame day* as God had said unto him. 
And Abraham was ninety years old and nine* 
when he was circumcised in the flesh of his 
foreskin. And Ishmaei his son was thirteen 
years old* when he was circumcised in the 
flesh of his foreskin. In the selfsame day was 
Abraham circumcised* and Ishmaei his son. 
And all the men of his house* born in the 
house* and bought with money of the stranger* 
were circumcised with him. 

Promise of a Son 

And the Lord appeared unto him in the 
plains of Mamre; and he sat in the tent door 
in the heat of the day; and he lift up his eyes 
and looked* and* lo, three men 1 stood by him: 
and when he saw them* he ran to meet them 
from the tent door, and bowed himself to- 
ward the ground, And said* My Lord* if now 
I have found favour in thy sight* pass not 
away* I pray thee* from thy servant: let a 
little water* I pray you* be fetched* and wash 
your feet* and rest yourselves tinder the tree: 
and I will fetch a morsel of bread* and com- 
fort ye your hearts; after that ye shall pass 
on : for therefore are ye come to your servant. 
And they said* So do* as thou hast said. And 
Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah* 
and said, Make ready quickly three measures 
of fine meal* knead it, and make cakes upon 
the hearth. And Abraham ran unto the herd, 
and fetcht a calf tender and good* and gave 
it unto a young man; and he hasted to dress 
it. And he took butter* and milk* and the 
calf wMch he had dressed* and set it before 
them; and he stood by them under the tree, 
and they did eat. 

And they said unto him, Where is Sarah 
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thy wife ? And he said* Behold, in the tent. 
And he said* I will certainly return unto thee 
according to the time of life ; and* lo, Sarah 
thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard 
it in the tent door* which was behind him. 
Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well 
stricken in age; and it ceased to be with 
Sarah after the manner of women. There- 
fore Sarah laughed within herself* saying* 
After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, 
my lord being old also ? And the Lord said 
unto Abraham* Wherefore did Sarah laugh, 
saying* Shall I of a surety bear a child, which 
am old ? Is any tMng too hard for the Lord ? 
At the time appointed I will return unto 
thee* according to the time of life* and Sarah 
shall have a son. Then Sarah denied* saying* 
I laughed not; for she was afraid. And he 
said* Nay; but thou didst laugh. 

A Neighbouring Nation 

And the men rose up from thence* and 
looked toward Sodom: and Abraham went 
with them to bring them on the way. And 
the Lord said* Shall I hide from Abraham 
that thing which I do; seeing that Abraham 
shall surely become a great and mighty 
nation* and all the nations of the earth shall 
be blessed in him? For I know him* that he 
will command his children and his household 
after him* and they shall keep the way of the 
Lord* to do justice and judgment; that the 
Lord may bring upon Abraham that which 
he hath spoken of him. And the Lord said* 
Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is 
great, and because their sin is very grievous ; 
I will go down now* and see whether they 
have done altogether according to the cry of 
it* which is come unto me; and if not* I will 
know. And the men turned their faces from 
thence* and went toward Sodom : but Abra- 
ham stood yet before the Lord. 

And Abraham drew near* and said* Wilt 
thou also destroy the righteous with the 
wicked? Peradventure there be fifty right- 
eous within the city: wilt thou also destroy 
and not spare the place for the fifty righteous 
that are therein? That be far from thee to 
do after this manner, to slay the righteous 
with the wicked : and that the righteous 
should be as the wicked* that be far from 
thee : Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 


1 Attempts to explain this naive description raise more difficulty than they remove. At some point in the 
conversation Abraham realized that God was speaking to him in the words of one of the visitors. The same 
thing happens to-day. 
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right? 1 And the Lord said. If I find in Sodom 
fifty righteous within the city, then I will 
spare all the place for their sakes. And Abra- 
ham answered and said. Behold now, I have 
taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which 
am but dust and ashes : peradventure there 
shall lack five of the fifty righteous : wilt thou 
destroy all the city for lack of five? And he 
said. If I find there forty and five, I will not 
destroy it. And he spake unto him yet again, 
and said, Peradventure there shall be forty 
found there. And he said, I will not do it 
for forty’s sake. And he said unto him. Oh 
let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: 
Peradventure there shall thirty be found 
there. And he said, I will not do it, if I find 
thirty there. And he said, Behold now, i 
have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord : 
Peradventure there shall be twenty found 
there. And he said, I will not destroy it for 
twenty’s sake. And he said, Oh let not the 
Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this 
once : Peradventure ten shall be found there. 
And he said, I will not destroy it for ten’s 
sake. And the Lord went his way, as soon 
as he had left communing with Abraham: 
and Abraham returned unto his place. 

And there came two angels to Sodom at 
even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom : and 
Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and 
he bowed himself with his face toward the 
ground; and he said, Behold now, my lords, 
turn in, I pray you, into your servant’s house, 
and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and 
ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. 
And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the 
street all night. Arid he pressed upon them 
greatly; and they turned in unto him, and 
entered into his house; and he made them 
a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and 
they did eat. 

But before they lay down, the men of the 
city, even the men of Sodom, compassed 
the house round, both old and young, all the 
people from every quarter : and they called 
unto Lot, and said unto him. Where are the 
men which came in to thee this night? bring 
them out unto us, that we may know them. 
And Lot went out at the door unto them, 
and shut the door after him, and said, I pray 
you, brethren, do not so wickedly. Behold 
now, I have two daughters which have not 
known man; let me, I pray you, bring them 
out unto you, and do ye to them as is good 


in your eyes : only unto these men do nothing ; 
for therefore came they under the shadow 
of my roof. And they said. Stand back. And 
they said again. This one fellow came in to 
sojourn, and he will needs be a judge: now 
will we deal worse with thee, than with them. 
And they pressed sore upon the man, even 
Lot, and came near to break die door. But 
the men put forth their hand, and pulled 
Lot into the house to them, and shut to the 
door. And they smote the men that were at 
the door of the house with blindness, both 
small and great: so that they wearied them- 
selves to find the door. 

And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou 
here any besides? son in law, and thy sons, 
and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast 
in the city, bring them out of this place: for 
we will destroy this place, because the cry 
of them is waxen great before the face of the 
Lord; and the Lord hath sent us to destroy 
it. And Lot went out, and spake unto his 
sons in law, which married his daughters, 
and said. Up, get you out of this place; for 
the Lord will destroy this city. But he 
seemed as one that mocked unto his sons 
in law. 

And when the morning arose, then the 
angels hastened Lot, saying. Arise, take thy 
wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; 
lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the 
city. And while he lingered, the men laid 
hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of 
his wife, and upon the hand of his two 
daughters; the Lord being merciful unto 
him: and they brought him forth, and set 
him without the city. 

And it came to pass, when they had brought 
them forth abroad, that he said. Escape for 
thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay 
thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, 
lest thou be consumed. And Lot said unto 
them, Oh, not so, my Lord: behold now, thy 
servant hath found grace in thy sight, and 
thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou 
hast shewed unto me in saving my life; and 
I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some 
evil take me, and I die : behold now, this city 
is near to fiee unto, and it is a little one: Oh, 
let me escape thither, (is it not a little one?) 
and my soul shall live. And he said unto him. 
See, I have accepted thee concerning this 
thing also, that I will not overthrow this city, 
for the which thou hast spoken. Haste thee. 


in Hi^ e r W A S K 0f ? e j? ‘ j U8t *“ d me rciM. He is against evil and there is no ev: 

m Him. The Judge of all the earth, Abraham felt, did right. The Living God satisfied a man’s conscience. 
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Fire from heaven is, of course, a primitive description of lightning 


escape thither; for I cannot do any thing till 
thou be come thither. Therefore the name 
of the city was called Zoar. 

The sun was risen upon the earth when 
Lot entered Into Zoar. Then the Lord rained 
upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone 
and fire from the Lord out of heaven; and 
he overthrew those cities* and all the plain* 
and all the inhabitants of the cities* and that 
which grew upon the ground. But his wife 
looked back from behind him* and she be- 
came a pillar of salt. And Abraham gat up 
early in the morning to the place where he 
stood before the Lord : and he looked toward 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the 
land of the plain* and beheld* and* lo* the 
smoke of the country went up as the smoke 
of a furnace. 

And it came to pass* when God destroyed 
the cities of the plain, that God remembered 
Abraham* and sent Lot out of the midst of 
the overthrow* when he overthrew the cities 
in the which Lot dwelt. 

And Lot went up out of Zoar* and dwelt 
in the mountain* and his two daughters with 
him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he 
dwelt in a cave* he and Ms two daughters. 
And the firstborn said unto the younger* Our 
father is old* and there is not a man in the 
earth to come in unto us after the manner 
of all the earth: come* let us make our father 
drink wine* and we will lie with him* that 
we may preserve seed of our father. And 
they made their father drink wine that night : 
and the firstborn went in* and lay with her 
father; and he perceived not when she lay 
down, nor when she arose. And it came to 
pass on the morrow, that the firstborn said 
unto the younger* Behold* I lay yesternight 
with my father: let us make him drink wine 
this night also; and go thou in* and lie with 
him* that we may preserve seed of our father. 
And they made their father drink wine that 
night also: and the younger arose* and lay 
with him; and he perceived not when she 
lay down* nor when she arose. Thus were 
both the daughters of Lot with child by their 


father. And the firstborn bare a son* and 
called his name Moab : the same is the father 
of the Moabites unto this day. And the 
younger* she also bare a son* and called his 
name Ben-ammi: the same is the father of 
the children of Ammon unto this day. 

A Nation Spared 

And Abraham journeyed from thence to- 
ward the south country* and dwelled between 
Kadesh and Shur* and sojourned in Gerar. 
And Abraham said of Sarah his wife* She is 
my sister : and Abimelech king of Gerar sent* 
and took Sarah. But God came to Abimelech 
in a dream by night* and said to him, Behold* 
thou art but a dead man* for the woman 
wMch thou hast taken; for she is a man’s 
wife. But Abimelech had not come near her : 
and he said* Lord* wilt thou slay also a right- 
eous nation? Said he not unto me* She is 
my sister? and she* even she herself said* He 
is my brother : in the integrity of my heart 
and innocency of my hands have I done this. 
And God said unto him in a dream* Yea* 
I know that thou didst this in the integrity 
of thy heart; for I also withheld thee from 
sinning against me : therefore suffered I thee 
not to touch her. Now therefore restore the 
man Ms wife; for he is a prophet* and he 
shall pray for thee* and thou shalt live : and if 
thou restore her not* know thou that thou 
shalt surely die* thou* and all that are thine. 

Therefore Abimelech rose early in the 
morning* and called all Ms servants* and told 
all these tMngs in their ears : and the men 
were sore afraid. Then Abimelech called 
Abraham* and said unto him* What hast 
thou done unto us ? and what have I offended 
thee, that thou hast brought on me and on 
my kingdom a great sin? thou hast done 
deeds unto me that ought not to be done. 
And Abimelech said unto Abraham* What 
sawest thou* that thou hast done this thing? 
And Abraham said* Because I thought* 
Surely the fear of God is not in this place; 
and they will slay me for my wife’s sake. 
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And yet indeed she is my sister; she is the 
daughter of my father, but not the daughter 
of my mother; and she became my wife. 
And it came to pass, when God caused me 
to wander from my father’s house, that I said 
unto her, This is thy kindness which thou 
shalt shew unto me; at every place whither 
we shall come, say of me, He is my brother. 
And Abimelech took sheep, and oxen, and 
menservants, and womenservants, and gave 
them unto Abraham, and restored him Sarah 
his wife. And Abimelech said, Behold, my 


land is before thee: dwell where it pleaseth 
thee. And unto Sarah he said. Behold, I have 
given thy brother a thousand pieces of silver : 
behold, he is to thee a covering of the eyes, 
unto all that are with thee, and with all other : 
thus she was reproved. 

So Abraham prayed unto God ; and God 
healed Abimelech, and his wife, and his 
maidservants; and they bare children. For 
the Lord had fast dosed up all the wombs 
of the house of Abimelech, because of Sarah 
Abraham’s wife. 


SOVEREIGN LORD AND LOVER OF MANKIND 

GENESIS CHAPTERS 21, i— 23, 20 

How else can we interpret this section which combines absolute decrees and deeds of 
infinite compassion? The powers of life and death are in the hands of this Almighty 
God , but love is there, too, and children must not be offered in sacrifice to Him. It 
is only when we know God by these names of Lord and Love that we can understand 
the story of the sacrifice of Isaac, or receive it as a revelation of His glory. 


Birth of Isaac 

AND the Lord visited Sarah as he had 
said, and the Lord did unto Sarah as he 
had spoken. For Sarah conceived, and bare 
Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time 
of which God had spoken to him. And Abra- 
ham called the name of his son that was bom 
unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac. 
And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac 
being eight days old, as God had commanded 
him. And Abraham was an hundred years 
old, when his son Isaac was bom unto him. 
And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, 
so that all that hear will laugh with me. And 
she said, Who would have said unto Abra- 
ham, that Sarah should have given children 
suck? for I have bom him a son in his 
old age. 

And the child grew, and was weaned: and 
Abraham made a great feast the same day 
that Isaac was weaned. And Sarah saw the 
son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had 
bom unto Abraham, mocking. Wherefore 
she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bond- 
woman and her son: for the son of this 
bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, 
even with Isaac. And the thing was very 
grievous in Abraham’s sight because of his 
son. And God said unto Abraham, Let it 


not be grievous in thy sight because of the 
lad, and because of thy bondwoman; in all 
that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto 
her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be 
called. And also of the son of the bond- 
woman will I make a nation, because he is 
thy seed. 

Hagar and Ishmael 

And Abraham rose up early in the morn- 
ing, and took bread, and a bottle of water, 
and gave it unto Hagar, putting it on her 
shoulder, and the child, and sent her away: 
and she departed, and wandered in the wilder- 
ness of Beer-sheba. And the water was spent 
in the bottle, and she cast the child under 
one of the shrubs. And she went, and sat 
her down over against him a good way off, 
as it were a bowshot: for she said. Let me 
not see the death of the child. And she sat 
over against him, and lift up her voice, and 
wept. And God heard the voice of the lad; 
and the angel of God called to Hagar out of 
heaven, and said unto her. What aileth thee, 
Hagar? fear not; for God hath heard the 
voice of the lad where he is. Arise, lift up 
the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for 
I will make him a great nation. And God 
opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; 



and she went, and filled the bottle with water* 
and gave the lad drink, 1 * And God was with 
the lad; and he grew* and dwelt in the wilder- 
ness* and became an archer. And he dwelt 
in the wilderness of Paran: and his mother 
took him a wife out of the land of Egypt. 

Abimelech* s Testimony 

And it came to pass at that time* that 
Abimelech and Phichol the chief captain of 
his host spake unto Abraham* saying* God 
is with thee in all that thou doest : Now there- 
fore swear unto me here by God that thou 
wilt not deal falsely with me* nor with my 
son* nor with my son's son: but according 
to the kindness that I have done unto thee* 
thou shalt do unto me* and to the land where- 
in thou hast sojourned. And Abraham said* 
I wifi swear. And Abraham reproved A- 
bimelech because of a well of water* which 
Abimelech's servants had violently taken 
away. And Abimelech said, I wot not who 
hath done this thing : neither didst thou tell 
me* neither yet heard I of it* but to day. 
And Abraham took sheep and oxen* and gave 
them unto Abimelech; and both of them 
made a covenant. And Abraham set seven 
ewe lambs of the flock by themselves. And 
Abimelech said unto Abraham, What mean 
these seven ewe lambs which thou hast set 
by themselves? And he said* For these seven 
ewe lambs shalt thou take of my hand* that 
they may be a witness unto me* that I have 
digged this well. Wherefore he called that 
place Beer-sheba; because there they sware 
both of them. Thus they made a covenant 
at Beer-sheba; then Abimelech rose up* and 
Phichol the chief captain of his host* and they 
returned into the land of the Philistines. 

And Abraham planted a grove in Beer- 
sheba* and called there on the name of the 
Lord* the everlasting God, And Abraham 
sojourned in the Philistines 5 land many days. 

Offering of Isaac 

And it came to pass after these things* that 
God did tempt Abraham* and said unto him* 
Abraham: and he said* Behold* here I am. 
And he said* Take now thy son* thine only 
son Isaac* whom thou lovest* and get thee 
into the land of Moriah; and offer him there 
for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains 
which I will tell thee of. 
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And Abraham rose up early in the morn- 
ing* and saddled his ass* and took two of his 
young men with him* and Isaac his son* and 
clave the wood for the burnt offering* and 
rose up* and went unto the place of which 
God had told him. Then on the third day 
Abraham lifted up his eyes* and saw the place 
afar off. And Abraham said unto his young 
men* Abide ye here with the ass ; and I and 
the lad will go yonder and worship* and come 
again to you. And Abraham took the wood 
of the burnt offering* and laid it upon Isaac 
his son; and he took the fire in his hand* 
and a knife; and they went both of them 
together. And Isaac spake unto Abraham his 
father* and said* My father: and he said* 
Here am I* my son. And he said* Behold the 
fire and the wood : but where is the lamb for 
a burnt offering? And Abraham said* My 
son* God will provide himself a lamb for a 
burnt offering: so they went both of them 
together. 

And they came to the place which God 
had told him of; and Abraham built an altar 
there* and laid the wood in order* and bound 
Isaac his son* and laid him on the altar upon 
the wood. And Abraham stretched forth his 
hand* and took the knife to slay his son. 
And the angel of the Lord called unto him 
out of heaven* and said* Abraham* Abraham : 
and he said* Here am I. And he said* Lay 
not thine hand upon the lad* neither do 
thou any thing unto him: for now I know 
that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son from. me. 
And Abraham lifted up his eyes* and looked* 
and behold behind him a ram caught in a 
thicket by his horns : and Abraham went and 
took the ram* and offered him up for a burnt 
offering in the stead of his son. And Abra- 
ham called the name of that place Jehovah- 
jireh: as it is said to this day* In the mount 
of the Lord it shall be seen. 

And the angel of ’ the Lord called unto 
Abraham out of heaven the second time* 
And said* By myself have I sworn* saith the 
Lord* for because thou hast done this thing* 
and hast not withheld thy son* thine only 
son: that in blessing I will bless thee, and 
in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as 
the stars of the heaven* and as the sand 
which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed 
shall possess the gate of his enemies ; and in 
thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 


1 This account differs from that given on page 22. Possibly they come from different sources. The setting 

of each justifies the inclusion of both. 
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blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 1 2 
So Abraham returned unto his young men, 
and they rose up and went together to Beer- 
sheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba. 

Relatives of Abraham 

And it came to pass after these things, that 
it was told Abraham, saying, Behold, Milcah, 
she hath also born children unto thy brother 
Nahor ; Huz his firstborn, and Buz his brother, 
and Kemuel the father of Aram, and Chesed, 
and Hazo, and Pildash, and Jidlaph, and 
Bethuel. And Bethuel begat Rebekah: these 
eight Milcah did bear to Nahor, Abraham’s 
brother. And his concubine, whose name 
was Reumah, she bare also Tebah, and Ga- 
ham, and Thahash, and Maachah. 

Death of Sarah 

And Sarah was an hundred and seven and 
twenty years old : these were the years of the 
life of Sarah. And Sarah died in Kirjath- 
arba; the same is Hebron in the land of 
Canaan; and Abraham came to mourn for 
Sarah, and to weep for her. 

And Abraham stood up from before his 
dead, and spake unto the sons of Heth, say- 
ing, I am a stranger and a sojourner with 
you : give me a possession of a buryingplace 
with you, that I may bury my dead out of 
my sight. And the children of Heth answered 
Abraham, saying unto him. Hear us, my lord : 
thou art a mighty prince among us : in the 
choice of our sepulchres bury thy dead; none 
of us shall withhold from thee his sepulchre, 
but that thou mayest bury thy dead. And 
Abraham stood up, and bowed himself to the 
people of the land, even to the children of 
Heth. And he communed with them, saying. 
If it be your mind that I should bury my 
dead out of my sight; hear me, and intreat 


for me to Ephron the son of Zohar, that he 
may give me the cave of Machpelah, which 
he hath, which is in the end of his field; for 
as much money as it is worth he shall give 
it me for a' possession of a buryingplace 
amongst you. And Ephron dwelt among the 
children of Heth: and Ephron the Hittite 
answered Abraham in the audience of the 
children of Heth, even of all that went in at 
the gate of his city, saying. Hay, my lord, 
hear me: the field give I thee, and the cave 
that is therein, I give it thee ; in the presence 
of the sons of my people give I it thee ; bury 
thy dead. And Abraham bowed down him- 
self before the people of the land. And he 
spake unto Ephron in the audience of the 
people of the land, saying, But if thou wilt 
give it, I pray thee, hear me : I will give thee 
money for the field; take it of me, and I will 
bury my dead there. And Ephron answered 
Abraham, saying unto him, My lord, hearken 
unto me: the land is worth four hundred 
shekels of silver; what is that betwixt me and 
thee? bury therefore thy dead. And Abra- 
ham hearkened unto Ephron; and Abraham 
weighed to Ephron the silver, which he had 
named in the audience of the sons of Heth, 
four hundred shekels of silver, current money 
with the merchant. 

And the field of Ephron, which was in 
Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the 
field, and the cave which was therein, and 
all the trees 3 that were in the field, that were 
in all the borders round about, were made 
sure unto Abraham for a possession in the 
presence of the children of Heth, before all 
that went in at the gate of his city. And after 
this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the 
cave of the field of Machpelah before Mamre : 
the same is Hebron in the land of Canaan. 
And the field, and the cave that is therein, 
were made sure unto Abraham for a posses- 
sion of a buryingplace by the sons of Heth. 


1 A terrible custom was in vogue and had to be abrogated. So God made it clear to Abraham that child- 
sacrifices were not to be made to Him. This meant new thoughts of God for Abraham. It is difficult for us, 
w o have been brought up in the knowledge of the Fatherhood of God, to realize the overwhelming amaze- 
ment of a man who has suddenly and unexpectedly been made aware of the father-heart of the Almighty, by 
a token of tender care for his own son. It is impossible to measure the significance or the far-reaching results 
of such a moving revelation and experience. 

2 He bought all the rights. The text is in the form of a legal contract on which everything is specified. 



THE SETTLER’S STORY 


IT READS LIKE A FIRESIDE TALE TOLD TO THE 
FAMILY CIRCLE BUT IT CONTAINS NEWS OF GOD 

FOR EVERY HOME 

GENESIS CHAPTERS 24, i— 28, 9 

The God of Nations is the God of the Family. That is the great truth, says Isaac, which 
this age of revelation has impressed upon me. 1 had the first hint of it when I went with 
my father to the mount of sacrifice, but it was not until I had a home of my own that the 
full glory of the fact took possession of my heart. My home was like many others, where 
children and aged relatives make up the family circle. Intrigues and quarrels sometimes 
arose, and the shadow of death fell upon our rejoicings. But this I found: God was in 
the home as well as in the country. 

AND Abraham was old, and well stricken by the Lord, the God of heaven, and the 
in age: and the Lord had blessed Abraham God of the earth, that thou shalt not take a 
in all thing s. And Abraham said unto his wife unto my son of the daughters of the 
eldest servant of his house, that ruled over Canaanites, among whom I dwell : but thou 
all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, 
unHer my thigh : and I will make thee swear and take a wife unto my son Isaac. And the 
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servant said unto him, Peradventure the 
woman win not be willing to follow me unto 
this land: must I needs bring thy son again 
unto the land from whence thou earnest? 
And Abraham said unto him. Beware thou 
that thou bring not my son thither again. 
The Lord God of heaven, which took me 
from my father’s house, and from the land of 
my kindred, and which spake unto me, and 
that sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed 
will I give this land; he shall send his angel 
before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto 
my son from thence. And if the woman will 
not be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt 
be clear from this my oath: only bring not 
my son thither again. And the servant put his 
hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, 
and sware to him concerning that matter. 

Rebekah 

And the servant took ten camels of the 
camels of his master, and departed; for all 
the goods of his master were in his hand: 
and he arose, and went to Mesopotamia, 
unto the city of Nahor. And he made his 
camels to kneel down without the city by a 
well of water at the time of the evening, even 
the time that women go out to draw water. 
And he said, O Lord God of my master 
Abraham, I pray thee, send me good speed 
this day, and shew kindness unto my master 
Abraham. Behold, I stand here by the well 
of water; and the daughters of the men of the 
city come out to draw water : and let it come 
to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say. 
Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I 
may drink; and she shall say. Drink, and I 
will give thy camels drink also: let the same 
be she that thou hast appointed for thy 
servant Isaac; and thereby shall I know that 
thou hast shewed kindness unto my master. 

And it came to pass, before he had done 
speaking, that, behold, Rebekah came out, 
who was bom to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the 
wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, with her 
pitcher upon her shoulder. And the damsel 
was very fair to look upon, a virgin, neither 
had any man known her: and she went down 
to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came 
up. And the servant ran to meet her, and 
said, Let me, I pray thee, drink a little water 
of thy pitcher. And she said. Drink, my 
lord : and she hasted, and let down her pitcher 
upon her hand, and gave him drink. And 
when she had done giving him drink, she 


said, I will draw water for thy camels also, 
until they have done drinking. And she 
hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the 
trough, and ran again unto the well to draw 
water, and drew for all his camels. And the 
man wondering at her held his peace, to wit 
whether the Lord had made his journey 
prosperous or not. And it came to pass, as 
the camels had done drinking, that the mm 
took a golden earring of half a shekel weight, 
and two bracelets for her hands of ten shekels 
weight of gold; and said, Whose daughter 
art thou? tell me, I pray thee: is there room 
in thy father’s house for us to lodge in? And 
she said unto him, I am the daughter of 
Bethuel the son of Milcah, which she bare 
unto Nahor. She said moreover unto him. We 
have both straw and provender enough, and 
room to lodge in. And the man bowed down 
his head, and worshipped the Lord. And he 
said. Blessed be the Lord God of my master 
Abraham, who hath not left destitute my 
master of his mercy and his truth : I being in 
the way, the Lord led me to the house of my 
master’s brethren. And the damsel ran, and 
told them of her mother’s house these things, 

Rebekah? s Brother 

And Rebekah had a brother, and his name 
was Laban : and Laban ran out unto the man, 
unto the well. And it came to pass, when he 
saw the earring and bracelets upon his sister’s 
hands, and when he heard the words of 
Rebekah his sister, saying, Thus spake the 
man unto me; that he came unto the man; 
and, behold, he stood by the camels at the 
well. And he said. Come in, thou blessed of 
the Lord; wherefore standest thou without? 
for I have prepared the house, and room for 
the camels. 

RebekaWs Home 

And the man came into the house: and he 
ungirded his camels, and gave straw and 
provender for the camels, and water to wash 
his feet, and the men’s feet that were with 
him. And there was set meat before him to 
eat: but he said, I will not eat, until I have 
told mine errand. And he said. Speak on. 
And he said, I am Abraham’s servant. And 
the Lord hath blessed my master greatly; 
and he is become great: and he hath given 
him flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold, 
and menservants, and maidservants, and 
camels, and asses. And Sarah my master’s 



wife bare a son to my master when she was 
old: and unto him hath he given all that he 
hath. And my master made me swear* say- 
ing* Thou shalt not take a wife to my son of 
the daughters of the Canaanites* in whose 
land I dwell: but thou shalt go unto my 
father’s house* and to my kindred* and take 
a wife unto my son* And I said unto my 
master* Peradventure the woman will not 
follow me. And he said unto me* The Lord* 
before whom I walk* will send his angel with 
thee* and prosper thy way; and thou shalt 
take a wife for my son of my kindred* and of 
my father’s house: then shalt thou be clear 
from this my oath* when thou comest to my 
kindred ; and if they give not thee one* thou 
shalt be clear from my oath. And I came this 
day unto the well* and said* O Lord God of 
my master Abraham* if now thou do prosper 
my way which I go: Behold* I stand by the 
well of water; and it shall come to pass* that 
when the virgin cometh forth to draw water* 
and I say to her* Give me* 1 pray thee* a 
little water of thy pitcher to drink; and she 
say to me* Both drink thou* and I will also 
draw for thy camels: let the same be the 
woman whom the Lord hath appointed out 
for my master’s son. And before I had done 
speaking in mine heart* behold* Rebekah 
came forth with her pitcher on her shoulder; 
and she went down unto the well* and drew 
water: and 1 said unto her* Let me drink* I 
pray thee. And she made haste* and let 
down her pitcher from her shoulder* and 
said* Drink* and I will give thy camels drink 
also: so I drank* and she made the camels 
drink also. And I asked her* and said* Whose 
daughter art thou ? And she said* The daugh- 
ter of Bethuel* Nahor’s son* whom Milcah 
bare unto him: and I put the earring upon 
her face* and the bracelets upon her hands. 
And I bowed down my head* and worshipped 
the Lord* and blessed the Lord God of my 
master Abraham* which had led me in the 
right way to take my master’s brother’s 
daughter unto his son. And now if ye will 
deal kindly and truly with my master* tell 
me: and if not* tell me; that I may turn to 
the right hand* or to the left. 

Then Laban and Bethuel answered and 
said* The thing proceedeth from the Lord: 
we cannot speak unto thee bad or good. 
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Behold* Rebekah is before thee* take her* 
and go* and let her be thy master’s son’s 
wife* as the Lord hath spoken. And it came 
to pass* that* when Abraham’s servant heard 
their words* he worshipped the Lord* bow- 
ing himself to the earth. And the servant 
brought forth jewels of silver* and jewels of 
gold* and raiment* and gave them to Rebekah : 
he gave also to her brother and to her mother 
precious things. 1 And they did eat and drink* 
he and the men that were with him* and 
tarried all night; and they rose up in the 
morning* and he said* Send me away unto 
my master. And her brother and her mother 
said* Let the damsel abide with us a few 
days* at the least ten; after that she shall go. 
And he said unto them* Hinder me not* 
seeing the Lord hath prospered my way; 
send me away that I may go to my master. 
And they said* We will call the damsel* 
and inquire at her mouth. And they called 
Rebekah* and said unto her* Wilt thou go 
with this man? And she said* I will go. And 
they sent away Rebekah their sister* and her 
nurse* and Abraham’s servant* and his men. 
And they blessed Rebekah* and said unto 
her* Thou art our sister* be thou the mother 
of thousands of millions* and let thy seed 
possess the gate of those which hate them, 

Rebekah and Isaac 

And Rebekah arose* and her damsels* and 
they rode upon the camels* and followed the 
man: and the servant took Rebekah, and 
went his way. And Isaac came from the way 
of the well Lahai-roi; for he dwelt in the 
south country. And Isaac went out to medi- 
tate in the field at the eventide: and he lifted 
up his eyes* and saw* and* behold* the camels 
were coming. And Rebekah lifted up her 
eyes* and when she saw Isaac* she lighted off 2 
the camel. For she had said unto the servant* 
What man is this that walketh in the field to 
meet us ? And the servant had said* It is my 
master : therefore she took a vail* and covered 
herself. And the servant told Isaac all things 
that he had done. And Isaac brought her 
into his mother Sarah’s tent* 3 and took Re- 
bekah* and she became his wife; and he 
loved her: and Isaac was comforted after his 
mother’s death. 


1 The gifts to Rebekah formed the bridegroom’s gift to the bride; those to the mother and brother the 

price paid to the family for the bride. 

3 Rather, got off quickly , before the driver had time to coax the camel to kneel down. 

3 Gave her the position and honour of the mistress of the household. 
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Family Relatives 

Then again Abraham took a wife, and her 
name was Keturah. And she bare him Zim- 
ran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midi an, 
and Ishbak, and Shuah. And Jokshan begat 
Sheba, and Dedan. And the sons of Dedan 
were Asshurim, and Letushim, and Lenin- 
mim. And the sons of Midian; Ephah, and 
Epher, and Hanoch, and Abida, and Eldaab, 
All these were the children of Keturah. 

And Abraham gave all that he had unto 
Isaac. But unto the sons of the concubines, 
which Abraham had, Abraham gave gifts, 
and sent them away from Isaac his son, while 
he yet lived, eastward, unto the east country. 
And these are the days of the years of Abra- 
ham’s life which he lived, an hundred three- 
score and fifteen years. Then Abraham gave 
up the ghost, and died in a good old age, an 
old man, and full of years; and was gathered 
to his people. And his sons Isaac and Ish- 
maei buried him in the cave of Machpelah, 
in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the 
Hittite, which is before Mamre; the field 
which Abraham purchased of the sons of 
Heth: there was Abraham buried, and Sarah 
Ms wife. And it came to pass after the death 
of Abraham, that God blessed his son Isaac; 
and Isaac dwelt by the well Lahai-roi. 

Now these are the generations of Ishmael, 
Abraham’s son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, 
Sarah’s handmaid, bare unto Abraham: and 
these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, 
by their names, according to their genera- 
tions: the firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth; 
and Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam, and 
Mishma, and Dumah, and Massa, Hadar, 
and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah: 
these are the sons of Ishmael, and these are 
their names, by their towns, and by their 
castles; twelve princes according to their 
nations. And these are the years of the life of 
Ishmael, an hundred and thirty and seven 
years: and he gave up the ghost and died; 
and was gathered unto Ms people. And they 
dwelt from Havilah unto Shur, that is before 
Egypt, as thou goest toward Assyria: and he 
died in the presence of all Ms brethren. 

Rebekah' s Children 

And these are the generations of Isaac, 
Abraham’s son: Abraham begat Isaac: and 
Isaac was forty years old when he took 

1 Boiling broth or soup. 


Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel 
the Syrian ofPadan-aram, the sister to Laban 
the Syrian. And Isaac intreated the Lord for 
his wife, because she was barren: and the 
Lord was intreated of him, and Rebekah his 
wife conceived. And the children struggled 
together within her; and she said. If it be so, 
why am I thus? And she went to inquire of 
the Lord. And the Lord said unto her, 

Two nations are in thy womb, 

And two manner of people shall be sepa- 
rated from thy bowels; 

And the one people shall be stronger than 
the other people; 

And the elder shall serve the younger. 

And when her days to be delivered were 
fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her 
womb. And the first came out red, all over 
like an hairy garment; and they called his 
name Esau. And after that came his brother 
out, and his hand took hold on Esau’s heel; 
and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac 
was threescore years old when she bare them. 
And the boys grew : and Esau was a cunning 
hunter, a man of the field; and Jacob was a 
plain man, dwelling in tents. And Isaac 
loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison; 
but Rebekah loved Jacob. 

The Family Birthright 

And Jacob sod pottage: 1 and Esau came 
from the field, and he was faint: and Esau 
said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with 
that same red pottage; for I am faint ; there- 
fore was his name called Edom. And Jacob 
said, Sell me this day thy birthright. 2 And 
Esau said. Behold, I am at the point to die; 
and what profit shall this birthright do to me ? 
And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he 
sware unto him; and he sold his birthright 
tmto Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread 
and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and 
drink, and rose up, and went his way; thus 
Esau despised his birthright. 

A New Home 

And there was a famine in the land, beside 
the first famine that was in the days of 
Abraham. And Isaac went unto Abimelech 
king of the Philistines unto Gerar. And the 
Lord appeared unto him, and said, Go not 
down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I 
shall tell thee of: sojourn in this land, and 


2 The firstborn had the right to a double share of the property. 



1 will be with thee, and will bless thee; for 
unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all 
these countries, and I will perform the oath 
which I sware unto Abraham thy father; 
and I will make thy seed to multiply as the 
stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed 
all these countries; and in thy seed shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed; because 
that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept 
my charge, my commandments, my statutes, 
and my laws. 

And Isaac dwelt in Gerar : and the men of 
the place asked him of his wife; and he said, 
She is my sister: for he feared to say. She 
is my wife ; lest, said he, the men of the place 
should kill me for Rebekah; because she was 
fair to look upon. And it came to pass, when 
he had been there a long time, that Abime- 
lech king of the Philistines looked out at a 
window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac was 
sporting with Rebekah Ms wife. And Abime- 
lech called Isaac, and said. Behold, of a 
surety she is thy wife : and how saidst thou. 
She is my sister? And Isaac said unto him. 
Because I said. Lest I die for her. And 
Abimelech said, What is tMs thou hast done 
unto us? one of the people might lightly 
have lien with thy wife, and thou shouldest 
have brought guiltiness upon us. And Abime- 
lech charged all his people, saying, He that 
toucheth this man or his wife shall surely be 
put to death. Then Isaac sowed in that land, 
and received in the ■ same year an hundred- 
fold: and the Lord blessed him. And the 
man waxed great, and went forward, and 
grew until he became very great : for he had 
possession of flocks, and possession of herds, 
and great store of servants: and the Philis- 
tines envied him. For all the wells which his 
father’s servants had digged in the days 
of Abraham Ms father, the Philistines had 
stopped them, and filled them with earth. 
And Abimelech said unto Isaac, Go from us; 
for thou art much mightier than we. 

Jealous Servants 

And Isaac departed thence, and pitched 
his tent in the valley of Gerar, and dwelt 
there. And Isaac digged again the wells of 
water, wMch they had digged in the days of 
Abraham Ms father; for the Philistines had 
stopped them after the death of Abraham: 
and he called their names after the names by 
wMch Ms father had called them . And Isaac’s 
servants digged in the valley, and found there 
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a well of springing water. And the herdmen 
of Gerar did strive with Isaac’s herdmen, 
saying. The water is ours : and he called the 
name of the well Esek; because they strove 
with him. And they digged another well, 
and strove for that also: and he called the 
name of it Sitnah. And he removed from 
thence, and digged another well; and for that 
they strove not : and he called the name of it 
Rehoboth; and he said. For now the Lord 
hath made room for us, and we shall be 
fruitful in the land. 

Friendly Neighbours 

And he went up from thence to Beer-sheba. 
And the Lord appeared unto him the same 
night, and said, I am the God of Abraham 
thy father : fear not, for I am with thee, and 
will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for my 
servant Abraham’s sake. And he builded an 
altar there, and called upon the name of the 
Lord, and pitched Ms tent there : and there 
Isaac’s servants digged a well. 

Then Abimelech went to him from Gerar, 
and Ahuzzath one of his friends, and Phichol 
the cMef captain of his army. And Isaac said 
unto them. Wherefore come ye to me, seeing 
ye hate me, and have sent me away from you? 
And they said. We saw certainly that the 
Lord was with thee : and we said. Let there 
be now an oath betwixt us, even betwixt us 
and thee, and let us make a covenant with 
thee; that thou wilt do us no hurt, as we have 
not touched thee, and as we have done unto 
thee nothing but good, and have sent thee 
away in peace : thou art now the blessed of 
the Lord. And he made them a feast, and 
they did eat and drink. And they rose up 
betimes in the morning, and sware one to 
another : and Isaac sent them away, and they 
departed from him in peace. And it came to 
pass the same day, that Isaac’s servants 
came, and told him concerning the well 
which they had digged, and said unto him, 
We have found water. And he called it 
Shebah: therefore the name of the city is 
Beer-sheba unto tMs day. 

Esau’s Wives 

And Esau was forty years old when he 
took to wife Judith the daughter of Reeri the 
Hittite, and Bashemath the daughter of Elon 
the Hittite : wMch were a grief of mind unto 
Isaac and to Rebekah. 
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A Mother's Intrigue 

And It came to pass, that when Isaac was 
old, and his eyes were dim, so that he could 
not see, he called Esau his eldest son, and 
said unto him. My son : and he said unto him. 
Behold, here am I. And he said. Behold now, 

I am old, I know not the day of my death: 
now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, 
thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the 
field, and take me some venison; and make 
me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it 
to me, that I may eat; that my soul may bless 
thee before I die. And Rebekah heard when 
Isaac spake to Esau his son. And Esau went 
to the field to hunt for venison, and to bring it. 

And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, 
saying. Behold, I heard thy father speak unto 
Esau thy brother, saying, Bring me venison, 
and make me savoury meat, that I may eat, 
and bless thee before the Lord before my 
death. Now therefore, my son, obey my 
voice according to that which I command 
thee. Go now to the flock, and fetch me 
from thence two good kids of the goats ; and 
I will make them savoury meat for thy father, 
such as he loveth : and thou shalt bring it to 
thy father, that he may eat, and that he may 
bless thee before his death. And Jacob said to 
Rebekah his mother. Behold, Esau my bro- 
ther is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man : 
my father peradventure will feel me, and I 
shall seem to him as a deceiver; and I shall 
bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing. 
And his mother said unto him. Upon me be 
thy curse, my son: only obey my voice, and 
go fetch me them. And he went, and fetched, 
and brought them to his mother; and his 
mother made savoury meat, such as his 
father loved. And Rebekah took goodly rai- 
ment of her eldest son Esau, which were with 
her in the house, and put them upon Jacob 
her younger son: and she put the skins of 
the kids of the goats upon his hands, and 
upon the smooth of his neck : and she gave 
the savoury meat and the bread, which she 
had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob. 

A Father's Blessing 

And he came unto his father, and said, My 
father : and he said. Here am I ; who art thou, 
my son? And Jacob said unto his father, I 
am Esau thy firstborn; I have done according 
as thou badest me : arise, I pray thee, sit and 

1 The Blessing, in addition to blessing the land, 
Esau, gave him the right of lordship over his brother. 


eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless 
me. And Isaac said unto his son, How is it 
that thou hast found it so quickly, my son? 
And he said. Because the Lord thy God 
brought it to me. And Isaac said unto Jacob, 
Come near, I pray thee, that I may feel thee, 
my son, whether thou be my very son Esau 
or not. And Jacob went near unto Isaac his 
father; and he felt him, and said. The voice 
is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands 
of Esau. And he discerned him not, because 
his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau's 
hands : so he blessed him. And he said. Art 
thou my very son Esau? And he said, I am. 
And he said. Bring it near to me, and I will 
eat of my son's venison, that my soul may 
bless thee. And he brought it near to him, 
and he did eat; and he brought him wine, 
and he drank. And his father Isaac said unto 
him. Come near now, and kiss me, my son. 
And he came near, and kissed him: and he 
smelled the smell of his raiment, and blessed 
him, and said, 

See, the smell of my son 
Is as the smell of a field which the Lord 
hath blessed: 

Therefore God give thee of the dew of 
heaven. 

And the fatness of the earth, 

And plenty of corn and wine ; 

Let people serve thee, 

And nations bow down to thee : 

Be lord over thy brethren, 

And let thy mother's sons bow down to thee ; 
Cursed be every one that curseth thee, 
And blessed be he that blesseth thee, 1 

A Brother's Lament 

And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had 
made an end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob 
was yet scarce gone out from the presence of 
Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came 
in from his hunting. And he also had made 
savoury meat, and brought it unto his father, 
and said unto his father. Let my father arise, 
and eat of his son's venison, that thy soul 
may bless me. And Isaac his father said 
unto him, Who art thou? And he said, I 
am thy son, thy firstborn Esau. And Isaac 
trembled very exceedingly, and said. Who? 
where is he that hath taken venison, and 
brought it me, and I have eaten of all before 
thou earnest, and have blessed him ? yea, and 

f hich was the birthright Jacob had ‘ptuxdbu&sed* from 




In the days of Esau * hunting was a necessity . 


he shall be blessed. And when Esau heard fore, my son, obey my voice; and arise, flee 
the words of his father, he cried with a great thou to Laban my brother to Haran; and 
and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his tarry with him a few days, until thy brother’s 
father. Bless me, even me also, O my father, fury turn away; until thy brother’s anger 
And he said. Thy brother came with subtilty, turn away from thee, and he forget that 
and hath taken away thy blessing. And he which thou hast done to him: then I will 
said. Is not he rightly named Jacob? for he send, and fetch thee from thence : why should 
hath supplanted me these two times : he took I be deprived also of you both in one day? 
away my birthright ; and, behold, now he And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of 
hath taken away my blessing. And he said, my life because of the daughters of Heth : if 
Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me? Jacob take a wife of the daughters of Heth, 
And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, such as these which are of the daughters of 
Behold, I have made him thy lord, and all the land, what good shall my life do me? 
his brethren have I given to him for servants; And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, 
and with corn and wine have I sustained and charged him, and said unto him. Thou 
him : and what shall I do now unto thee, my shalt not take a wife of the daughters of 
son? And Esau said unto his father. Hast Canaan. Arise, go to Padan-aram, to the 
thou but one blessing, my father? bless me, house of Bethuel thy mother’s father; and 
even me also, O my father. And Esau lifted take thee a wife from thence of the daughters 
up his voice, and wept. And Isaac his father of Laban thy mother’s brother. And God 
answered and said unto him, Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful. 

Behold, thy dwelling shall be the fatness of and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a 

the earth, multitude of people; and give thee the bless- 

And of the dew of heaven from above . ing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with 
And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt thee; that thou mayest inheritthe land where- 
serve thy brother; in thou art a stranger, which God gave unto 

And it shall come to pass when thou shalt Abraham. And Isaac sent away Jacob: and 

have the dominion, he went to Padan-aram unto Laban, son of 

That thou shalt break his yoke from off thy Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, 
nec k 4 Jacob’s and Esau’s mother. 

When Esau saw that Isaac had blessed 
Jacob, and sent him away to Padan-aram, to 
A Family Feud take him a wife from thence; and that as he 

And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessed him he gave him a charge, saying, 

blessing wherewith his father blessed him: Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters 

and Esau said in his heart. The days of of Canaan; and that Jacob obeyed his father 

mourning for my father are at hand; then and his mother, and was gone to Padan-aram; 

will I slay my brother Jacob. And these and Esau seeing that the daughters of Canaan 

words of Esau her elder son were told to pleased not Isaac his father; then went Esau 

Rebekah : and she sent and called Jacob her unto Ishmael, and took unto the wives which 

younger son, and said unto him, Behold, thy he had Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael 

brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebajoth, to be 

himself* purposing to kill thee. Now there- his wife. 


THE HERDSMAN’S STORY 


THRILLING NEWS OF A PLAIN MAN’S DISCOVERY 
IN THE EVERYDAY STRUGGLE FOR EXISTENCE 

GENESIS CHAPTERS 28, io~36, 43 

Write down this news , says Jacoby where all the sons of men can read it; publish it in 
the streets and market-places , in the fields and on the highways— the God who is over 
all the earth and all its peoples is the personal God of every individual Of the man who 
has done wrong? Look at me, the crafty, deceitful thief and fugitive,* ashamed as 1 am 
now to own it. Yet He found me, spoke to me, blessed me. Where is the man He has 
not blessed more than he deserves? But the plain man, the man on the mad, the hired 
labourer in the fields, is the Great God mindful of him? Is not that just how and where 
He found me? I tell you He is close to every one. And when trouble comes, as it came 
to me in my later years, trouble almost too heavy to be borne, because it was brought upon 
me by my own children, His help fails not . 


On the Road 

1ND Jacob went out from Beer-sheba* 
/\- and went toward Haran. And he 
lighted upon a certain place* and 
JL JL tarried there all night* because the 
sun was set; and he took of the stones of that 
place* and put them for his pillows* and lay 
down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed* 
and behold a ladder set up on the earth* and 
the top of it reached to heaven: and behold 
the angels of God ascending and descending 
on it. And* behold* the Lord stood above it* 
and said* I am the Lord God of Abraham 
thy father* and the God of Isaac: the land 
whereon thou liest* to thee will I give it* and 
to thy seed; and thy seed shall be as the dust 
of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to 
the west* and to the east* and to the north, 
and to the south : and in thee and in thy seed 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 
And* behold* I am with thee* and will keep 
thee in all places whither thou goest* and will 
bring thee again into this land ; for I will not 
leave thee* until I have done that which I 
have spoken to thee of. And Jacob awaked 
out of his sleep* and he said* Surely the Lord 
is in this place; and I knew it not. And he 
was afraid* and said* How dreadful is this 
place! this is none other but the house of 
God* and this is the gate of heaven. 

And Jacob rose up early in the morning, 
and took the stone that he had put for his 
pillows, and set it up for a pillar* and poured 


oil upon the top of it. And he called the 
name of that place Beth-el: but the name of 
that city was called Luz at the first. And 
Jacob vowed a vow* saying* If God will be 
with me* and will keep me in this way that 
I go* and will give me bread to eat* and 
raiment to put on* so that I come again to my 
father's house in peace; then shall the Lord 
be my God: and this stone* which I have set 
for a pillar* shall be God's house: and of all 
that thou shalt give me I will surely give the 
tenth unto thee. 

Rachel, the Shepherdess 

. Then Jacob went on his journey, and came 
into the land of the people of the east. And 
he looked, and behold a well in the field* and* 
lo* there were three flocks of sheep lying by 
it; for out of that well they watered the flocks : 
and a great stone was upon the well's mouth. 
And thither were all the flocks gathered : and 
they rolled the stone from the well’s mouth* 
and watered the sheep* and put the stone 
again upon the well’s mouth in Ms place. 
And Jacob said unto them* My brethren* 
whence be ye? And they said, Of Haran are 
we. And he said unto them* Know ye Laban 
the son of Nahor ? And they said* We know 
him. And he said unto them* Is he well? 
And they said* He is well: and* behold* 
Rachel his daughter cometh with the sheep. 
And he said* Lo* it is yet high day* neither 
is it time that the cattle should be gathered 



together: water ye the sheep, and go and 
feed them. And they said, We cannot, until 
all the flocks be gathered together, and till 
they roll the stone from the well’s mouth; 
then we water the sheep. 

And while he yet spake with them, Rachel 
came with her father’s sheep : for she kept 
them. And it came to pass, when Jacob saw 
Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother’s 
brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother’s 
brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled the 
stone from the well’s mouth, and watered the 
flock of Laban his mother’s brother. And 
Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice, and 
wept. And Jacob told Rachel that he was her 
father’s brother, and that he was Rebekah’s 
son: and she ran and told her father. 

Rachel's Sister , Leak 

And it came to pass, when Laban heard 
the tidings of Jacob his sister’s son, that he 
ran to meet him, and embraced him, and 
kissed him, and brought him to his house. 
And he told Laban all these things. And 
Laban said to him. Surely thou art my bone 
and my flesh. And he abode with him the 
space of a month. And Laban said unto 
Jacob, Because thou art my brother, shouldest 
thou therefore serve me for nought? tell me, 
what shall thy wages be? And Laban had 
two daughters: the name of the elder was 
Leah, and the name of the younger was 
Rachel. Leah was tender eyed; but Rachel 
was beautiful and well favoured. And Jacob 
loved Rachel; and said, I will serve thee 
seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter . 1 
And Laban said. It is better that I give her 
to thee, than that I should give her to an- 
other man : abide with me. And Jacob served 
seven years for Rachel ; and they seemed unto 
him but a few days, for the love he had to her. 

And Jacob said unto Laban, Give me my 
wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go 
in unto her. And Laban gathered together 
all the men of the place, and made a feast. 
And it came to pass in the evening, that he 
took Leah his daughter, and brought her to 
him; and he went in unto her. And Laban 
gave unto his daughter Leah Zilpah his maid 
for an handmaid. And it came to pass, that 
in the morning, behold, it was Leah: and he 
said to Laban, What is this thou hast done 
unto me? did not I serve with thee for 
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Rachel? wherefore then hast thou beguiled 
me? And Laban said. It must not be so 
done in our country, to give the younger 
before the firstborn. Fulfil her week, and 
we will give thee this also for the service 
which thou shalt serve with me yet seven 
other years. And Jacob did so, and fulfilled 
her week : and he gave him Rachel his daugh- 
ter to wife also. And Laban gave to Rachel 
his daughter Bilhah his handmaid to be her 
maid. And he went in also unto Rachel, and 
he loved also Rachel more than Leah, and 
served with him yet seven other years. 

Rachel's Son, Joseph 

And when the Lord saw that Leah was 
hated, he opened her womb : but Rachel was 
barren. And Leah conceived, and bare a 
son, and she called his name Reuben: for 
she said. Surely the Lord hath looked upon 
my affliction; now therefore my husband 
will love me. And she conceived again, and 
bare a son; and said. Because the Lord hath 
heard that I was hated, he hath therefore 
given me this son also: and she called his 
name Simeon. And she conceived again, and 
bare a son; and said. Now this time will my 
husband be joined unto me, because I have 
bom him three sons : therefore was his name 
called Levi. And she conceived again, and 
bare a son: and she said, Now will I praise 
the Lord: therefore she called his name 
Judah; and left bearing. 

And when Rachel saw that she bare Jacob 
no children, Rachel envied her sister; and 
said unto Jacob, Give me children, or else I 
die. And Jacob’s anger was kindled against 
Rachel: and he said. Am I in God’s stead, 
who hath withheld from thee the fruit of the 
womb? And she said, Behold my maid Bil- 
hah, go in unto her; and she shall bear upon 
my knees, that I may also have children by 
her. And she gave him Bilhah her handmaid 
to wife: and Jacob went in unto her. And 
Bilhah conceived, and bare Jacob a son. And 
Rachel said, God hath judged me, and hath 
also heard my voice, and hath given me a 
son: therefore called she his name Dan. And 
Bilhah Rachel’s maid conceived again, and 
bare Jacob a second son. And Rachel said. 
With great wrestlings have I wrestled with 
my sister, and I have prevailed: and she 
called his name Naphtali. 


1 This service without pay was instead of the customary price paid for a bride. When he found he had been 
deceived and had to serve another seven years, it is to his credit that he kept the bargain. 



The shepherd in the East is 


When Leah saw that she had left bearing, 
she took Zilpah her maid, and gave her Jacob 
to wife. And Zilpah Leah’s maid bare Jacob 
a son. And Leah said, A troop cometh: and 
she called his name Gad. And Zilpah Leah’s 
maid bare Jacob a second son. And Leah 
said. Happy am I, for the daughters will call 
me blessed: and she called his name Asher. 

And Reuben went in the days of wheat 
harvest, and found mandrakes in the held, 
and brought them unto his mother Leah. 
Then Rachel said to Leah, Give me, I pray 
thee, of thy son’s mandrakes. And she said 
unto her. Is it a small matter that thou hast 
taken my husband? and wouldest thou take 
away my son’s mandrakes also? And Rachel 
said. Therefore he shall lie with thee to night 
for thy son’s mandrakes. And Jacob came 
out of the field in the evening, and Leah 
went out to meet him, and said. Thou must 
come in unto me; for surely I have hired 
thee with my son’s mandrakes. And he lay 
with her that night. And God hearkened 
unto Leah, and she conceived, and bare 
Jacob the fifth son. And Leah said, God 
hath given me my hire, because I have given 
my maiden to my husband: and she called 
his name Issachar. And Leah conceived 
again, and bare Jacob the sixth son. And 
Leah said, God hath endued me with a good 
dowry; now will my husband dwell with me, 
because I have bom him six sons: and she 
called his name Zebulun. And afterwards 


she bare a daughter, and called her name 
Dinah. 

And God remembered Rachel, and God 
hearkened to her, and opened her womb. 
And she conceived, and bare a son; and said, 
God hath taken away my reproach: and she 
called his name Joseph; and said, The Lord 
shall add to me another son. 

Among the Flocks and Herds 

And it came to pass, when Rachel had born 
Joseph, that Jacob said unto Laban, Send 
me away, that I may go unto mine own place, 
and to my country. Give me my wives and 
my children, for whom I have served thee, 
and let me go : for thou knowest my service 
which I have done thee. And Laban said 
unto him, I pray iliee, if I have found favour 
in thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned by 
experience that the Lord hath blessed me for 
thy sake. And he said, Appoint me thy 
wages, and I will give it. And he said unto 
him. Thou knowest how I have served thee, 
and how thy cattle was with me. For it was 
little which thou hadst before I came, and it 
is now increased unto a multitude; and the 
Lord hath blessed thee since my coming: 
and now when shall I provide for mine own 
house also ? And he said, What shall I give 
thee? And Jacob said, Thou shalt not give 
me any thing: if thou wilt do this thing for 
me, I will again feed and keep thy flock: 


the brother of all shepherds 

I will pass through all thy flock to day, 
removing from thence all the speckled and 
spotted cattle, and all the brown cattle among 
the sheep, and the spotted and speckled 
among the goats: and of such shall be my 
hire. So shall my righteousness answer for 
me in time to come, when it shall come for 
my hire before thy face : every one that is not 
speckled and spotted among the goats, and 
brown among the sheep, that shall be counted 
stolen with me. And Laban said, Behold, I 
would it might be according to thy word. 
And he removed that day the he goats that 
were ringstraked and spotted, and all the she 
goats that were speckled and spotted, and 
every one that had some white in it, and all 
the brown among the sheep, and gave them 
into the hand of his sons. And he set three 
days’ journey betwixt himself and Jacob: 
and Jacob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks. 

And Jacob took him rods of green poplar, 
and of the hazel and chesnut tree; and pilled 
white strakes in them, and made the white 
appear which was in the rods. And he set 
the rods which he had pilled before the 
flocks in the gutters in the watering troughs 
when the flocks came to drink, that they 
should conceive when they came to drink. 
And the flocks conceived before the rods, and 
brought forth cattle ringstraked, speckled, 
and spotted. And Jacob did separate the 
lambs, and set the faces of the flocks toward 
the ringstraked, and all the brown in the flock 


of Laban; and he put his own flocks by 
themselves, and put them not unto Laban’s 
cattle. And it came to pass, whensoever the 
stronger cattle did conceive, that Jacob laid 
the rods before the eyes of the cattle in the 
gutters, that they might conceive among the 
rods. But when the cattle were feeble, he put 
them not in : so the feebler were Laban’s, and 
the stronger Jacob’s. And the man increased 
exceedingly, and had much cattle, and maid- 
servants, and menservants, and camels, and 
asses. 

And he heard the words of Laban’s sons, 
saying, Jacob hath taken away all that was 
our father’s; and of that which was our 
father’s hath he gotten all this glory. And 
Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and* 
behold, it was not toward him as before. 
And the Lord said unto Jacob, Return unto 
the land of thy fathers, and to thy kindred; 
and I will be with thee. 

And Jacob sent and called Rachel and 
Leah to the field unto his flock, and said 
unto them, I see your father’s countenance, 
that it is not toward me as before; but the 
God of my father hath been with me. And 
ye know that with all my power I have 
served your father. And your father hath 
deceived me, and changed my wages ten 
times ; but God suffered him not to hurt me. 
If he said thus. The speckled shall be thy 
wages; then all the cattle bare speckled: and 
if he said thus, The ringstraked shall be thy 
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hire; then bare all the cattle ringstraked. 
Thus God hath taken away the cattle of your 
father, and given them to me. And it came 
to pass at the time that the cattle conceived, 
that I lifted up mine eyes, and saw in a dream, 
and, behold, the rams which leaped upon 
the cattle were ringstraked, speckled, and 
grisled. And the angel of God spake unto 
me in a dream, saying, Jacob : And I said. 
Here am I. And he said. Lift up now thine 
eyes, and see, all the rams which leap upon the 
cattle are ringstraked, speckled, and grisled: 
for I have seen all that Laban doeth unto 
thee. I am the God of Beth-el, where thou 
anointedst the pillar, and where thou vow- 
edst a vow unto me: now arise, get thee out 
from this land, and return unto the land of 
thy kindred. And Rachel and Leah answered 
and said unto him. Is there yet any portion 
or inheritance for us in our father's house? 
Are we not counted of him strangers? for 
he hath sold us, and hath quite devoured 
also our money. For all the riches which 
God hath taken from our father, that is ours, 
and our children's: now then, whatsoever 
God hath said unto thee, do. 

Homeward Bound 

Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons and 


Gilead. And Laban said to Jacob, What hast 
thou done, that thou hast stolen away un- 
awares to me, and carried away my daughters, 
as captives taken with the sword ? Wherefore 
didst thou flee away secretly, and steal away 
from me; and didst not tell me, that I might 
have sent thee away with mirth, and with 
songs, with tabret, and with harp ? And hast 
not suffered me to Mss my sons and my 
daughters? thou hast now done foolishly in 
so doing. It is in the power of my hand to 
do you hurt: but the God of your father 
spake unto me yesternight, saying, Take thou 
heed that thou speak not to Jacob either 
good or bad. And now, though thou wouldest 
needs be gone, because thou sore longedst 
after thy father's house, yet wherefore hast 
thou stolen my gods? 1 And Jacob answered 
and said to Laban, Because I was afraid : for 
I said, Peradventure thou wouldest take by 
force thy daughters from me. With whom- 
soever thou Andest thy gods, let him not live : 
before our brethren discern thou what is 
thine with me, and take it to thee. For Jacob 
knew not that Rachel had stolen them. 

And Laban went into Jacob's tent, and 
into Leah's tent, and into the two maid- 
servants' tents ; but he found them not. Then 
went he out of Leah's tent, and entered into 
Rachel's tent. Now Rachel had taken the 


his wives upon camels; and he carried away 
all his cattle, and all his goods which he had 
gotten, the cattle of his getting, which he had 
gotten in Padan-aram, for to go to Isaac his 
father in the land of Canaan. And Laban 
went to shear his sheep: and Rachel had 
stolen the images that were her father's. And 
Jacob stole away unawares to Laban the 
Syrian, in that he told him not that he fled. 


images, and put them in the camel's furni- 
ture, and sat upon them. And Laban searched 
all the tent, but found them not. And she 
said to her father, Let it not displease my 
lord that I cannot rise up before thee; for 
the custom of women is upon me. And he 
searched, but found not the images. 

And Jacob was wroth, and diode with 
Laban: and Jacob answered and said to 


So he fled with all that he had; and he rose 
up, and passed over the river, and set his 
face toward the mount Gilead. 

And it was told Laban on the third day 
that Jacob was fled. And he took his brethren 
with him, and pursued after him seven days' 
journey; and they overtook him in the mount 
Gilead. And God came to Laban the Syrian 
in a dream by night, and said unto him, Take 
heed that thou speak not to Jacob either 
good or bad. 

Then Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob 
had pitched his tent in the mount : and Laban 
with his brethren pitched in the mount of 


Laban, What is my trespass ? what is my sin, 
that thou hast so hotly pursued after me? 
Whereas thou hast searched all my stuff, 
what hast thou found of all thy household 
stuff? set it here before my brethren and thy 
brethren, that they may judge betwixt us 
both. This twenty years have I been with 
thee; thy ewes and thy she goats have not 
cast their young, and the rams of thy flock 
have I not eaten. That which was tom of 
beasts I brought not unto thee; I bare the 
loss of it; of my hand didst thou require it, 
whether stolen by day, or stolen by night. 
Thus I was; in the day the drought con- 
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sumed me, and the frost by night; and my 
sleep departed from mine eyes. Thus have I 
been twenty years in thy house; I served 
thee fourteen years for thy two daughters* 
and six years for thy cattle: and thou hast 
changed my wages ten times. Except the 
God of my father* the God of Abraham* and 
the fear of Isaac* had been with me* surely 
thou hadst sent me away now empty. God 
hath seen mine affliction and the labour of 
my hands* and rebuked thee yesternight. 

And Laban answered and said unto Jacob* 
These daughters are my daughters* and these 
children are my children* and these cattle are 
my cattle* and all that thou seest is mine: 
and what can I do this day unto these my 
daughters* or unto their children which they 
have bom? Now therefore come thou* let 
us make a covenant* I and thou; and let it be 
for a witness between me and thee. 

The Boundary Stone 

And Jacob took a stone* and set it up for 
a pillar. And Jacob said unto his brethren* 
Gather stones; and they took stones* and 
made an heap: and they did eat there upon 
the heap. And Laban called it Jegar-saha- 
dutha: but Jacob called it Galeed. And 
Laban said* This heap is a witness between 
me and thee this day. Therefore was the 
name of it called Galeed; and Mizpah; for he 
said* The Lord watch between me and thee* 
when we are absent one from another. If 
thou shalt afflict my daughters* or if thou 
shalt take other wives beside my daughters* 
no man is with us; see* God is witness 
betwixt me and thee. And Laban said to 
Jacob* Behold this heap* and behold this 
pillar* which I have cast betwixt me and 
thee; this heap be witness* and this pillar be 
witness* that I will not pass over this heap 
to thee* and that thou shalt not pass over 
this heap and this pillar unto me* for harm. 
The God of Abraham* and the God ofNahor* 
the God of their father* judge betwixt us. And 
Jacob sware by the fear of his father Isaac. 

Then Jacob offered sacrifice upon the 
mount* and called his brethren to eat bread: 
and they did eat bread* and tarried all night 
in the mount. And early in the morning 
Laban rose up* and kissed his sons and his 
daughters* and blessed them: and Laban 
departed* and returned unto his place. And 
Jacob went on his way* and the angels of 
God met him. And when Jacob saw them* 
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he said* This is God’s host: and he called the 
name of that place Mahanaim. 

Nearing Home 

And Jacob sent messengers before him to 
Esau his brother unto the land of Seir* the 
country of Edom. And he commanded them* 
saying* Thus shall ye speak unto my lord 
Esau; Thy servant Jacob saith thus* I have 
sojourned with Laban* and stayed there until 
now: and I have oxen* and asses* flocks* and 
menservants* and womenservants : and I have 
sent to tell my lord* that I may find grace in 
thy sight. 

And the messengers returned to Jacob* 
saying* We came to thy brother Esau* and 
also he cometh to meet thee* and four hun- 
dred men with him. Then Jacob was greatly 
afraid and distressed: and he divided the 
people that was with him* and the flocks* and 
herds* and the camels* into two bands; and 
said* If Esau come to the one company, 
and smite it* then the other company which 
is left shall escape. 

And Jacob said, O God of my father 
Abraham* and God of my father Isaac* the 
Lord which saidst unto me* Return unto 
thy country* and to thy kindred* and I will 
deal well with thee: I am not worthy of the 
least of all the mercies* and of all the truth, 
which thou hast shewed unto thy servant; 
for with my staff I passed over this Jordan; 
and now I am become two bands. Deliver 
me, I pray thee* from the hand of my brother* 
from the hand of Esau : for I fear him* lest he 
will come and smite me* and the mother with 
the children. And thou saidst* I will surely 
do thee good* and make thy seed as the sand 
of the sea* which cannot be numbered for 
multitude. 

And he lodged there that same night; and 
took of that which came to his hand a present 
for Esau his brother ; two hundred she goats* 
and twenty he goats* two hundred ewes* and 
twenty rams* thirty milch camels with their 
colts* forty kine* and ten bulls* twenty she 
asses* and ten foals. And he delivered them 
into the hand of his servants* every drove by 
themselves; and said unto his servants* Pass 
over before me* and put a space betwixt 
drove and drove. And he commanded the 
foremost* saying* When Esau my brother 
meeteth thee* and asketh thee* saying* Whose 
art thou ? and whither goest thou ? and whose 
are these before thee? Then thou shalt say* 
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They be thy servant Jacob’s; it is a present 
sent unto my lord Esau: and* behold* also he 
is behind us. And so commanded he the 
second* and the third* and all that followed 
the droves* saying. On this manner shall ye 
speak unto Esau, when ye find him. And say 
ye moreover* Behold* thy servant Jacob is 
behind us. For he said* I will appease him 
with the present that goeth before me* and 
afterward I will see his face; peradventure 
he will accept of me. So went the present 
over before him: and himself lodged that 
night in the company. 

An All-night Struggle 

And he rose up that night* and took his 
two wives* and his two womenservants* and 
his eleven sons* and passed over the ford 
Jabbok. And he took them* and sent them 
over the brook* and sent over that he had. 
And Jacob was left alone ; l and there wrestled 
a man with him until the breaking of the day. 
And when he saw that he prevailed not 
against him* he touched the hollow of his 
thigh; and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was 
out of joint* as he wrestled with him. And 
he said* Let me go* for the day breaketh. 
And he said* I will not let thee go* except 
thou bless me. And he said unto him* What 
is thy name? And he said* Jacob. And he 
said* Thy name shall be called no more 
Jacob* but Israel: for as a prince hast thou 
power with God and with men* and hast 
prevailed. And Jacob asked him* and said* 
Tell me* I pray thee* thy name. And he said* 
Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my 
name? And he blessed him there. And J acob 
called the name of the place Peniel: for I 
have seen God face to face* and my life is 
preserved. And as he passed over Penuel 
the sun rose upon him* and he halted upon 
his thigh. Therefore the children of Israel 
eat not of the sinew which shrank* which is 
upon the hollow of the thigh* unto this day: 
because he touched the hollow of Jacob’s 
thigh in the sinew that shrank. 

Welcome Home 

And Jacob lifted up his eyes* and looked* 
and* behold* Esau came, and with him four 


hundred men. And he divided the children 
unto Leah* and unto Rachel* and unto the 
two handmaids. And he put the handmaids 
and their children foremost* and Leah and 
her children after* and Rachel and Joseph 
hindermost. And he passed over before them* 
and bowed himself to the ground seven times* 
until he came near to his brother. 

And Esau ran to meet him* and embraced 
him, and fell on his neck* and kissed him: 
and they wept. And he lifted up his eyes, 
and saw the women and the children; and 
said* Who are those with thee? And he said* 
The children which God hath graciously 
given thy servant. Then the handmaidens 
came near* they and their children* and they 
bowed themselves. And Leah also with her 
children came near* and bowed themselves: 
and after came Joseph near and Rachel* and 
they bowed themselves. And he said* What 
meanest thou by all this drove which I met? 
And he said* These are to find grace in the 
sight of my lord. And Esau said* i have 
enough* my brother; keep that thou hast 
unto thyself. And Jacob said* Nay* I pray 
thee, if now I have found grace in thy sight, 
then receive my present at my hand: for 
therefore I have seen thy face* as though I 
had seen the face of God, and thou wast 
pleased with me. Take* I pray thee* my 
blessing that is brought to thee; because 
God hath dealt graciously with me* and 
because I have enough. And he urged him, 
and he took it. 

And he said, Let us take our journey* and 
let us go* and I will go before thee. And he 
said unto him* My lord knoweth that the 
children are tender* and the flocks and herds 
with young are with me: and if men should 
overdrive them one day* all the flock will die. 
Let my lord, I pray thee* pass over before 
his servant : and I will lead on softly* accord- 
ing as the cattle that goeth before me and the 
children be able to endure* until I come unto 
my lord unto Seir. And Esau said* Let me 
now leave with thee some of the folk that are 
with me. And he said* What needeth it? let 
me find grace in the sight of my lord. So 
Esau returned that day on his way unto Seir. 
And Jacob journeyed to Succoth* and built 
him an house* and made booths for his 
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cattle: therefore the name of the place is 
called Succoth. 

Days of Distress 

And Jacob came to Shalem , 1 a city of 
Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, 
when he came from Padan-aram; and pitched 
his tent before the city. And he bought a 
parcel of a field, where he had spread his 
tent, at the hand of the children of Hamor, 
Shechem’s father, for an hundred pieces of 
money. And he erected there an altar, and 
called it El-eiohe-Israel. 

And Dinah the daughter of Leah, which 
she bare unto Jacob, went out to see the 
daughters of the land. And when Shechem 
the son of Hamor the Hivite, prince of the 
country, saw her, he took her, and lay with 
her, and defiled her. And his soul clave unto 
Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and he loved 
the damsel, and spake kindly unto the damsel. 
And Shechem spake unto his father Hamor, 
saying. Get me this damsel to wife. And 
Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah his 
daughter; now his sons were with his cattle 
in the field: and Jacob held his peace until 
they were come. 

And Hamor the father of Shechem went 
out unto Jacob to commune with him. And 
the sons of Jacob came out of the field when 
they heard it: and the men were grieved, 
and they were very wroth, because he had 
wrought folly in Israel in lying with Jacob’s 
daughter; which thing ought not to be done. 
And Hamor communed with them, saying. 
The soul of my son Shechem longeth for 
your daughter:.! pray you give her him to 
wife. And make ye marriages with us, and 
give your daughters unto us, and take our 
daughters unto you. And ye shall dwell with 
us: and the land shall be before you; dwell 
and trade ye therein, and get you possessions 
therein. And Shechem said unto her father 
and unto her brethren, Let me find grace in 
your eyes, and what ye shall say unto me I 
will give. Ask me never so much dowry and 
gift, and I will give according as ye shall say 
unto me: but give me the damsel to wife. 
And the sons of Jacob answered Shechem 
and Hamor his father deceitfully, and said, 
because he had defiled Dinah their sister : 
And they said unto them. We cannot do this 
thing, to give our sister to one that is un- 
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circumcised; for that were a reproach unto 
us : but in this will we consent unto you: If 
ye will be as we be, that every male of you 
be circumcised; then will we give our daugh- 
ters unto you, and we will take your daughters 
to us, and we will dwell with you, and we will 
become one people. . But if ye will not hearken 
unto us, to be circumcised; then will we take 
our daughter, and we will be gone. And their 
words pleased Hamor, and Shechem Hamor’s 
son. And the young man deferred not to do 
the thing, because he had delight in Jacob’s 
daughter : and he was more honourable than 
all the house of his father. 

And Hamor and Shechem his son came 
unto the gate of their city, and communed 
with the men of their city, saying, These 
men are peaceable with us; therefore let 
them dwell in the land, and trade therein; 
for the land, behold, it is large enough for 
them; let us take their daughters to us for 
wives, and let us give them our daughters. 
Only herein will the men consent unto us for 
to dwell with us, to be one people, if every 
male among us be circumcised, as they are 
circumcised. Shall not their cattle and their 
substance and every beast of theirs be ours? 
only let us consent unto them, and they will 
dwell with us. And unto Hamor and unto 
Shechem his son hearkened all that went out 
of the gate of his city; and every male was 
circumcised, all that went out of the gate of 
his city. 

And it came to pass on the third day, when 
they were sore, that two of the sons of Jacob, 
Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s brethren, took 
each man his sword, and came upon the city 
boldly, and slew all the males. And they 
slew Hamor and Shechem Ms son with the 
edge of the sword, and took Dinah out of 
Shechem’s house, and went out. The sons 
of Jacob came upon the slain, and spoiled 
the city, because they had defiled their sister. 
They took their sheep, and their oxen, and 
their asses, and that which was in the city, 
and that which was in the field, and all their 
wealth, and all their little ones, and their 
wives took they captive, and spoiled even all 
that was in the house. And Jacob said to 
Simeon and Levi, Ye have troubled me to 
make me to stink among the inhabitants of 
the land, among the Canaanites and the 
Perizzites : and I being few in number, they 
shall gather themselves together against me. 


1 If the first half of Jacob’s life shows that blessings come to an evil man, the second part shows that trials 
come to a good man. 
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and slay me; and I shall be destroyed, I and 
my house. And they said. Should he deal 
with our sister as with an harlot? 

Jacob's God 

And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to 
Beth-el, and dwell there: and make there an 
altar unto God, that appeared unto thee 
when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy 
brother. Then Jacob said unto his house- 
hold, and to all that were with him, Put 
away the strange gods that are among you, 
and be dean, and change your garments : and 
let us arise, and go up to Beth-el; and I will 
make there an altar unto God, who answered 
me in the day of my distress, and was with 
me in the way which I went. And they gave 
unto Jacob all the strange gods which were 
in their hand, and all their earrings which 
were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under 
the oak which was by Shechem. And they 
journeyed: and the terror of God was upon 
the cities that were round about them, 
and they did not pursue after the sons of 
Jacob. 

So Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land 
of Canaan, that is, Beth-el, he and all the 
people that were with him. And he built 
there an altar, and called the place El-beth-el : 
because there God appeared unto him, when 
he fled from the face of his brother . 1 But 
Deborah Rebekah’s nurse died, and she was 
buried beneath Beth-el under an oak: and 
the name of it was called Allon-bachuth. 

And God appeared unto Jacob again, when 
he came out of Padan-aram, and blessed him. 
And God said unto him. Thy name is Jacob : 
thy name shall not be called any more Jacob, 
but Israel shall be thy name: and he called 
his name Israel. And God said unto him, 
I am God Almighty : be fruitful and multiply; 
a nation and a company of nations shall be 
of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins ; 
and the land which I gave Abraham and 
Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed 
after thee will I give the land. And God 
went up from him in the place where he 
talked with him. And Jacob set up a pillar 
in the place where he talked with him, even a 
pillar of stone : and he poured a drink offering 
thereon, and he poured oil thereon. And 
Jacob called the name of the place where 
God spake with him, Beth-el. 


Death of Rachel 

And they journeyed from Beth-el; and 
there was but a little way to come to Eph- 
rath: and Rachel travailed, and she had hard 
labour. And it came to pass, when she was in 
hard labour, that the midwife said unto her. 
Fear not; thou shall have this son also. And 
it came to pass, as her soul was in departing, 
(for she died) that she called Ms name Ben- 
oni: but his father called him Benjamin. 
And Rachel died, and was buried in the way 
to Ephrath, which is Beth-lehem, And Jacob 
set a pillar upon her grave : that is the pillar 
of Rachel’s grave unto this day. 

Jacob's Sons 

And Israel journeyed, and spread Ms tent 
beyond the tower of Edar. And it came to 
pass, when Israel dwelt in that land, that 
Reuben went and lay with Bilhah Ms father’s 
concubine: and Israel heard it. Now the 
sons of Jacob were twelve: the sons of Leah; 
Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn, and Simeon, and 
Levi, and Judah, and Issachar, and Zebulun; 
the sons of Rachel; Joseph, and Benjamin: 
and the sons of Bilhah, Rachel’s handmaid; 
Dan, and Naphtali: and the sons of Zilpah, 
Leah’s handmaid; Gad, and Asher: these 
are the sons of Jacob, which were bora to 
him in Padan-aram. 

Death of Isaac 

And Jacob came unto Isaac Ms father unto 
Mamre, unto the city of Arfeah, wMch is 
Hebron, where Abraham and Isaac sojourned. 
And the days of Isaac were an hundred and 
fourscore years. And Isaac gave up the 
ghost, and died, and was gathered unto his 
people, being old and full of days : and his 
sons Esau and Jacob buried him. 

Esau's Family 

Now these are the generations of Esau, 
who is Edom. Esau took his wives of the 
daughters "of Canaan; Adah the daughter of 
Eion the Hittite, and Aholibamah the daugh- 
ter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite ; 
and Bashemath IshmaeFs daughter, sister of 
Nebajoth. And Adah bare to Esau , Eliphaz; 
and Bashemath bare Reuel; and Aholibamah 
bare Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah: these 


* It will be remembered Jacob poured oil on the stone he used for a pillow, when he dreamed of a heavenly 

ladder (page 36). This altar may have been the fulfilment of a vow he then made. 



are the sons of Esau, which were born unto 
him in the land of Canaan. And Esau took 
his wives, and his sons, and his daughters, 
and all the persons of his house, and his 
cattle, and all his beasts, and all Ms substance, 
which he had got in the land of Canaan; and 
went into the country from the face of 
Ms brother Jacob. For their riches were 
more than that they might dwell together; 
and the land wherein they were strangers 
could not bear them because of their cattle. 
Thus dwelt Esau in mount Seir: Esau is 
Edom. 

And these are the generations of Esau the 
father of the Edomites in mount Seir : these 
are the names of Esau’s sons; Eliphas the 
son of Adah the wife of Esau, Reuel the son 
of Bashemath the wife of Esau. And the sons 
of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, and 
Gatam, and Kenaz. And Timna was concu- 
bine to Eliphaz Esau’s son; and she bare to 
Eliphaz Amalek : these were the sons of Adah 
Esau’s wife. And these are the sons of Reuel; 
Mahath, and Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah: 
these were the sons of Bashemath Esau’s 
wife. And these were the sons of Aholibamah, 
the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon, 
Esau’s wife : and she bare to Esau Jeush, and 
Jaaiam, and Korah. 

These were dukes of the sons of Esau : the 
sons of Eliphaz the firstborn son of Esau; 
duke Teman, duke Omar, duke Zepho, duke 
Kenaz, duke Korah, duke Gatam, and duke 
Amalek: these are the dukes that came of 
Eliphaz in the land of Edom; these were the 
sons of Adah. And these are the sons of 
Reuel Esau’s son; duke Nahath, duke Zerah, 
duke Shammah, duke Mizzah: these are the 
dukes that came of Reuel in the land of 
Edom; these are the sons of Bashemath 
Esau’s wife. And these are the sons of Aholi- 
bamah Esau’s wife; duke Jeush, duke Jaa- 
iam, duke Korah: these were the dukes that 
came of Aholibamah the daughter of Anah, 
Esau’s wife. These are the sons of Esau, who 
is Edom, and these are their dukes. 

These are the sons of Seir the Horite, who 
inhabited the land; Lotan, and Shobal, and 
Zibeon, and Anah, and Dishon, and Ezer, 
and Dishan: these are the dukes of the 
Horites, the children of Seir in the land of 
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Edom. And the children of Lotan were Hori 
and Hemam; and Lotan’s sister was Timna. 
And the children of Shobal were these; 
Alvan, and Manahath, and Ebal, Shepho, 
and Onam. And these are the cMldren of 
Zibeon; both Ajah, and Anah: this was that 
Anah that found the mules in the wilderness, 
as he fed the asses of Zibeon his father. And 
the children of Anah were these; Dishon, 
and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah. And 
these are the children of Dishon; Hemdan, 
and Eshban, and Ithran, and Cheran. The 
children of Ezer are these; Bilhan, and Zaa- 
van, and Akan. The children of Dishan are 
these; Uz, and Aran. These are the dukes 
that came of the Horites; duke Lotan, duke 
Shobal, duke Zibeon, duke Anah, duke Di- 
shon, duke Ezer, duke Dishan: these are the 
dukes that came of Hori, among their dukes 
in the land of Seir. 

And these are the kings that reigned in the 
land of Edom, before there reigned any king 
over the children of Israel. And Bela the son 
of Beor reigned in Edom: and the name of 
his city was Dinhabah, And Bela died, and 
Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in 
his stead. And Jobab died, and Husham of 
the land of Temani reigned in Ms stead. And 
Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, 
who smote Midian in the field of Moab, 
reigned in Ms stead : and the name of his city 
was Avith. And Hadad died, and Samlah of 
Masrekah reigned in Ms stead. And Samlah 
died, and Saul of Rehoboth by the river 
reigned in Ms stead. And Saul died, and 
Baal-hanan the son of Achbor reigned in his 
stead. And Baal-hanan the son of Achbor ^ 
died, and Hadar reigned in his stead: and the 
name of Ms city was Pau; and his wife’s 
name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, 
the daughter of Mezahab. 

And these are the names of the dukes that 
came of Esau, according to their families, 
after their places, by their names; duke Tim- 
nah, duke Alvah, duke Jetheth, duke Aholi- 
bamah, duke Elah, duke Pinon, duke Kenaz, 
duke Teman, duke Mibzar, duke Magdiel, 
duke Iram: these be the dukes of Edom, 
according to their habitations in the land of 
their possession: he is Esau the father of the 
Edomites. 



THE HARVESTER'S STORY 

DREAMS COME TRUE AS GOD’S PURPOSE RIPENS 
AND HIS PROMISES TO MANKIND ARE FULFILLED 

GENESIS CHAPTERS 37, i— 50, 26 

In my life, says Joseph, I have seen the God of Nature and of Nations declare His 
Sovereignty in lands far from my home and among people mightier than my own „ His 
Love, too, I have seen, as Isaac and Jacob saw it, overshadowing the Family Circle and 
the personal lives of men . But more than this has been made manifest to me. God 
has declared Himself to be not only the God of the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob , but the God also of youth, of young people ; even those who, like me, have suffered 
the loss of home and friends and fortune, and have had nothing left to them in the 
world but their youth and their dreams. Now I know, His care covers them, His Cove- 
nant claims them, and, with their loyalty and devotion. He will bring to pass before the 
eyes of the world all He has purposed in His heart to do for mankind . So, to you, the 
youth of all generations I speak; for on you the bright light of this revelation falls. 


Joseph and His Dreams 

II ND Jacob dwelt in the land wherein 
■ / \ his father was a stranger, in the land 
of Canaan. These are the genera- 
JL JL tions of Jacob, Joseph, being seven- 
teen years old, was feeding the flock with his 
brethren; and the lad was with the sons of 
Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his 
father’s wives: and Joseph brought unto his 
father their evil report. Now Israel loved 
Joseph more than all his children, because 
he was the son of his old age: and he made 
him a coat of many colours. And when his 
brethren saw that their father loved him 
more than all his brethren, they hated him, 
and could not speak peaceably unto him. 

And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told 
it his brethren: and they hated him yet the 
more. And he said unto them, Hear, I pray 
you, this dream which I have dreamed: for, 
behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, 
and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood up- 
right; and, behold, your sheaves stood round 
about, and made obeisance to my sheaf. And 
his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed 
reign over us? or shalt thou indeed have 
dominion over us? And they hated him yet 
the more for his dreams, and for his words. 

And he dreamed yet another dream, and 
told it his brethren, and said. Behold, I have 
dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun 
and the moon and the eleven stars made 


obeisance to me. And he told it to his father, 
and to his brethren: and his father rebuked 
him, and said unto him, What is this dream 
that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy 
mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow 
down ourselves to thee to the earth? And 
his brethren envied him; but his father ob- 
served the saying. 

Joseph and His Brothers 

And his brethren went to feed their father’s 
flock in Shechem. And Israel said unto Jo- 
seph, Do not thy brethren feed the flock in 
Shechem? come, and I will send thee unto 
them. And he said to him, Here am I. And 
he said to him. Go, I pray thee, see whether 
it be well with thy brethren, and well with 
the flocks; and bring me word again. So he 
sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he 
came to Shechem. 

And a certain man found him, and, behold, 
he was wandering in the field; and the man 
asked him, saying. What seekest thou? And 
he said, I seek my brethren: tell me, I pray 
thee, where they feed their flocks. And the 
man said. They are departed hence; for I 
heard them say. Let us go to Dothan. And 
Joseph went after his brethren, and found 
them in Dothan. And when they saw him 
afar off, even before he came near unto them, 
they conspired against him to slay him. And 
they said one to another. Behold, this dreamer 
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Every harvest field draws our eyes to the Bible Story 


cometh. Come now therefore* and let us slay 
him* and cast him into some pit* and we will 
say* Some evil beast hath devoured him : and 
we shall see what will become of his dreams. 
And Reuben heard it* and he delivered him 
out of their hands* and said* Let us not kill 
him. And Reuben said unto them* Shed no 
blood* but cast him into this pit that is in the 
wilderness* and lay no hand upon him; that 
he might rid him out of their hands* to deliver 
him to his father again. 

And it came to pass* when Joseph was 
come unto his brethren* that they stript 
Joseph out of his coat* his coat of many 
colours that was on him; and they took him* 
and cast him into a pit: and the pit was 
empty* there was no water in it. And they 
sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up 
their eyes and looked, and* behold* a com- 
pany of Ishmeelites came from Gilead with 
their camels bearing spicery and bairn and 
myrrh* going to carry it down to Egypt. And 
Judah said unto his brethren* What profit 
is it if we slay our brother* and conceal his 
blood? Come* and let us sell him to the 
Ishmeelites* and let not our hand be upon 
him; for he is our brother and our flesh. 
And his brethren were content. Then there 
passed by Midianites merchantmen ; and they 
drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit* and 
sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty 
pieces of silver: and they brought Joseph 
into Egypt. 

And Reuben returned unto the pit; and* 
behold* Joseph was not in the pit; and he 


rent his clothes. And he returned unto his 
brethren* and said* The child is not; and I* 
whither shall I go? And they took Joseph’s 
coat, and killed a kid of the goats* and dipped 
the coat in the blood; and they sent the coat 
of many colours* and they brought it to their 
father; and said* This have we found : know 
now whether it be thy son’s coat or no. 
And he knew it, and said* It is my son’s coat; 
an evil beast hath devoured him; Joseph is 
without doubt rent in pieces. And Jacob 
rent his clothes* and put sackcloth upon his 
loins* and mourned for his son many days. 
And all his sons and all his daughters rose 
up to comfort him; but he refused to be 
comforted; and he said* For I will go down 
into the grave unto my son mourning:. Thus 
his father wept for him. And the Midianites 
sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar* an officer 
of Pharaoh’s* and captain of the guard . 1 

Tribal History 

And it came to pass at that time* that Judah 
went down from his brethren* and turned 
in to a certain Adullamite* whose name was 
Hirah. And Judah saw there a daughter of 
a certain Canaanite, whose name was Shuah; 
and he took her* and went in unto her. And 
she conceived* and bare a son; and he called 
his name Er. And she conceived again* and 
bare a son; and she called his name Onan. 
And she yet again conceived* and bare a son; 
and called his name Shelah: and he was at 
Chezib* when she bare him. And Judah 


1 When did this happen? Can we fix the date? Only approximately* though we feel in the story of Joseph 
we are getting on to more solid ground than is provided by the earlier narratives of Genesis. The general view 
is that Joseph was taken to Egypt during the reign of one of the Shepherd-Kings* who formed the Hyksos 
dynasty. They were Asiatic invaders who had conquered the Egyptians, and ruled over the country for about 
500 years. Authorities differ as to the length of the Hyksos domination. 
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took a wife for Er his firstborn, whose name 
was Tamar. And Er, Judah’s firstborn, was 
wicked in the sight of the Lord; and the 
Lord slew him. And Judah said unto Onan, 
Go in unto thy brother’s wife, and marry 
her, and raise up seed to thy brother. And 
Onan knew that the seed should not be 
his; and it came to pass, when he went in 
unto his brother’s wife, that he spilled it on 
the ground, lest that he should give seed to 
his brother. And the thing which he did 
displeased the Lord : wherefore he slew him. 
also. Then said Judah to Tamar his daugh- 
ter in law. Remain a widow at thy father’s 
house., till Shelah my son be grown: for he 
said, Lest peradventure he die also, as his 
brethren did. And Tamar went and dwelt 
in, her father’s house. 

And in process of time the daughter of 
Shuah Judah’s wife died; and Judah was 
comforted, and went up unto his sheep- 
shearers to Timnath, he and his friend Hirah 
the Adullamite. And it was told Tamar, 
saying, Behold thy father in law goeth up 
to Timnath to shear his sheep. And she 
put her widow’s garments off from her, and 


and came in unto her, and she conceived by 
him. And she arose, and went away, and laid 
by her vail from her, and put on the garments 
of her widowhood. And Judah sent the kid 
by the hand of his friend the Adullamite, to 
receive his pledge from the woman’s hand : 
but he found her not. Then he asked the 
men of that place, saying, Where is the har- 
lot, that was openly by the way side? And 
they said. There was no harlot in this place. 
And he returned to Judah, and said, I cannot 
find her; and also the men of the place said, 
that there was no harlot in this place. And 
Judah said. Let her take it to her, lest we be 
shamed: behold, I sent this kid, and thou 
hast not found her. 

And it came to pass about three months 
after, that it was told Judah, saying, Tamar 
thy daughter in law hath played the harlot; 
and also, behold, she is with child by whore- 
dom. And Judah said, Bring her forth, and 
let her be burnt. When she was brought 
forth, she sent to her father in law, saying. 
By the man, whose these are, am I with 
child: and she said. Discern, I pray thee, 
whose are these, the signet, and bracelets, 


covered her with a vail, and wrapped herself, 
and sat in an open place, which is by the 
way to Timnath ; for she saw that Shelah was 
grown, and she was not given unto him to 
wife. When Judah saw her, he thought her 
to be an harlot; because she had covered her 
face. And he turned unto her by the way, 
and said, Go to, I pray thee, let me come in 
unto thee; (for he knew not that she was his 
daughter in law.) And she said. What wilt 
thou give me, that thou mayest come in unto 
me? And he said, I will send thee a kid from 
the flock. And she said. Wilt thou give me 
a pledge, till thou send it? And he said, 
What pledge shall I give thee? And she said. 
Thy signet, and thy bracelets, and thy staff 
that is in thine hand. And he gave it her. 


and staff. And Judah acknowledged them, 
and said, She hath been more righteous than 
I; because that I gave her not to Shelah my 
son. And he knew her again no more. 

And it came to pass in the time of her 
travail, that, behold, twins were in her womb. 
And it came to pass, when she travailed, that 
the one put out his hand: and the midwife 
took and bound upon his hand a scarlet 
thread, saying. This came out first. And it 
came to pass, as he drew back his hand, that, 
behold, his brother came out: and she said. 
How hast thou broken forth? this breach be 
upon thee: therefore his name was called 
Pharez. And afterward came out his brother, 
that had the scarlet thread upon his hand: 
and his name was called Zarah. 


Apparently, in the tribe of Judah, there were a number of semi-foreign clans, and one of the objects 
of this page was to explain their origin. It was also intended to support an old custom or law con- 
cemmgwidows, which at one time was in force among many races but has long since been abandoned 
i two brothers shared an estate and one died without leaving a son, his widow must not, according 
to this institution, marry into another family, but must marry the surviving brother and bear a son 
to inherit her deceased husband’s property. 

This story and others like it in the Bible make unpleasant reading,.and we wonder why they art 
there. No one questions their truth. Unfortunately, there is abundant evidence to support the 
picture they draw of pnmitive society. But how did stories like these ever come to form part oi 
oenpture? Ihere can only be one answer— because the Book of God is the Book of Life If sir 

I 35 *? k * beCaUSe S “ mars Ufe> and »*» Book ^ not permit the fact to Ik 
cut out of the Divine Revelation, or out of our minds. 
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JOSEPH IN EGYPT 
In Potiphar’s House 

AND Joseph was brought down to Egypt; 
and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain 
of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of 
the hands of the Ishmeelites, which had 
brought him down thither. And the Lord 
was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous 
man; and he was in the house of his master 
the Egyptian. And his master saw that the 
Lord was with him, and that the Lord made 
all that he did to prosper in his hand. And 
Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served 
him: and he made him overseer over his 
house, and all that he had he put into his 
hand. And it came to pass from the time 
that he had made him overseer in his house, 
and over all that he had, that the Lord 
blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s 
sake; and the blessing of the Lord was upon 
all that he had in the house, and in the field. 
And he left all that he had in Joseph’s hand; 
and he knew not ought he had, save the 
bread which he did eat. And Joseph was a 
goodly person, and well favoured. 

And it came to pass after these things, that 
his master’s wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; 
and she said. Lie with me. But he refused, 
and said unto his master’s wife, Behold, my 
master wotteth not what is with me in the 
house, and he hath committed all that he 
hath to my hand; there is none greater in 
this house than I; neither hath he kept back 
any thing from me but thee, because thou art 
his wife : how then can I do this great wicked- 
ness, and sin against God? And it came 
to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, 
that he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, 
or to be with her. And it came to pass about 
this time, that Joseph went into the house 
to do his business; and there was none of the 
men of the house there within. And she 
caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with 
me : and he left his garment in her hand, and 
fled, and got him out. And it came to pass, 
when she saw that he had left his garment 
in her hand, and was fled forth, that she 
called unto the men of her house, and spake 
unto them, saying, See, he hath brought in 
an Hebrew unto us to mock us; he came in 
unto me to lie with me, and I cried with 
a loud voice: and it came to pass, when he 
heard that I lifted up my voice and cried, 
that he left his garment with me, and fled, 
and got him out. And she laid up his gar- 
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ment by her, until his lord came home. And 
she spake unto him according to these words, 
saying. The Hebrew servant, which thou 
hast brought unto us, came in unto me to 
mock me: and it came to pass, as I lifted up 
my voice and cried, that he left his garment 
with me, and fled out. And it came to pass, 
when his master heard the words of his wife, 
which she spake unto him, saying. After this 
manner did thy servant to me; that his wrath 
was kindled. And Joseph’s master took him, 
and put him into the prison, a place where 
the king’s prisoners were bound; and he* was 
there in the prison. 

In Prison 

But the Lord was with Joseph, and shewed 
him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight 
of the keeper of the prison. And the keeper 
of the prison committed to Joseph’s hand all 
the prisoners that were in the prison; and 
whatsoever they did there, he was the doer 
of it. The keeper of the prison looked not to 
any thing that was under his hand; because 
the Lord was with him, and that which he 
did, the Lord made it to prosper. 

And it came to pass after these things, that 
the butler of the king of Egypt and his baker 
had offended their lord the king of Egypt. 
And Pharaoh was wroth against two of his 
officers, against the chief of the butlers, and 
against the chief of the bakers. And he put 
them in ward in the house of the captain of 
the guard, into the prison, the place where Jo- 
seph was bound. And the captain of the guard 
charged Joseph with them, and he served 
them: and they continued a season in ward. 

And they dreamed a dream both of them, 
each man his dream in one night, each man 
according to the interpretation of his dream, 
the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, 
which were bound in the prison. And Jo- 
seph came in unto them in the morning, and 
looked upon them, and, behold, they were sad. 
And he asked Pharaoh’s officers that were with 
him in the ward of his lord’s house, saying. 
Wherefore look ye so sadly to day? And they 
said unto him. We have dreamed a dream, 
and there is no interpreter of it. And Joseph 
said unto them. Do not interpretations 
belong to God? tell me them, I pray you. 

And the chief butler told his dream to 
Joseph, and said to him. In my dream, be- 
hold, a vine was before me; and in the vine 
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were three branches: and it was as though 
it budded, and her blossoms shot forth; 
and the clusters thereof brought forth ripe 
grapes : and Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand : 
and I took the grapes, and pressed them in- 
to Pharaoh’s cup, and I gave the cup into 
Pharaoh’s hand. And Joseph said unto him. 
This is the interpretation of it: The three 
branches are three days: yet within three 
days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, and 
restore thee unto thy place: and thou shalt 
deliver Pharaoh’s cup into his hand, after 
the former maimer when thou wast his butler. 
But think on me when it shall be well with 
thee, and shew kindness, I pray thee, unto 
me, and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, 
and bring me out of this house: For indeed 
I was stolen away out of the land of the 
Hebrews : and here also have I done nothing 
that they should put me into the dungeon. 

When the chief baker saw that the inter- 
pretation was good, he said unto Joseph, I 
also was in my dream, and, behold, I had 
three white baskets on my head: and in the 
uppermost basket there was of all manner 
of bakemeats for Pharaoh; and the birds did 
eat them out of the basket' upon my head. 
And Joseph answered and. said. This is the 
interpretation thereof: The three baskets 
are three days: yet within three days shall 
Pharaoh lift up thy head from off thee, and 
shah hang thee on a tree ; and the birds shall 
eat thy flesh from, off thee. 

And it came to pass the third day, which 
was Pharaoh’s birthday, that he made a feast 
unto all his servants: and he lifted up the 
head of the chief butler and of the chief 
baker among his servants. And he restored 
the chief butler unto his butler ship again; 
and he gave the cup into Pharaoh’s hand: 
but he hanged the chief baker: as Joseph had 
interpreted to them. Yet did not the chief 
butler remember Joseph, but forgat him. 

Pharaoh* s Dream 

And it came to pass at the end of two full 
years, that Pharaoh dreamed: and, behold, 
he stood by the river. And, behold, there 
came up out of the river seven well favoured 
kine and fatfleshed; and they fed in a meadow. 
And, behold, seven other kine came up after 
them out of the river, ill favoured and lean- 
fleshed; and stood by the other kine upon 
the brink of the river. And the ill favoured 
and leanfleshed kine did eat up the seven well 


favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. 
And he slept and dreamed the second time: 
and, behold, seven ears of com came up upon 
one stalk, rank and good. And, behold, seven 
thin ears and blasted with the east wind 
sprung up after them. And the seven thin 
ears devoured the seven rank and -full ears. 
And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it was a 
dream. And it came to. pass in the morning 
that his spirit was troubled; and he sent and 
called for all the magicians of Egypt, and all 
the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told them 
his dream; but there was none that could 
interpret them unto Pharaoh. 

Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, 
saying, I do remember my faults this day: 
Pharaoh was wroth with Ms servants, and 
put me in ward in the captain of the guard’s 
house, both me and the chief baker: and we 
dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; we 
dreamed each man according to the inter- 
pretation of his dream. And there was there 
with us a young man, an Hebrew, servant 
to the captain of the guard; and we told him, 
and he interpreted to us our dreams; to each 
man according to his dream he did interpret. 
And it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, 
so it was; me he restored unto mine office, 
and him he hanged. 

Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, 
and they brought him hastily out of the dun- 
geon: and he shaved himself, and changed 
Ms raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh. And 
Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed 
a dream, and there is none that can interpret 
it: and I have heard say of thee, that thou 
canst understand a dream to interpret it. 
And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying. It is 
not in me : God shall give Pharaoh an answer 
of peace. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, In 
my dream, behold, I stood upon the bank 
of the river: and, behold, there came up out 
of the river seven kine, fatfleshed and well 
favoured; and they fed in a meadow: and, 
behold, seven other kine came up after them, 
poor and very ill favoured and leanfleshed, 
such as I never saw in all the land of Egypt 
for badness : and the lean and the ill favoured 
kine did eat up the first seven fat kine; and 
when they had eaten them up, it could not 
be known that they had eaten them; but they 
were still ill favoured, as at the beginning. 
So I awoke. And I saw in my dream, and, 
behold, seven ears came up in one stalk, full 
and good : and, behold, seven ears, withered, 
thin, and blasted with the east wind, sprung 



up after them:, and the thin ears devoured 
the seven good ears : and I told this unto the 
magicians; but there was none that could 
declare it to me. 

The Dream Interpreted 

And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream 
of Pharaoh is one : God hath shewed Pharaoh 
what he is about to do. The seven good kine 
are seven years; and the seven good ears are 
seven years : the dream is one. And the seven 
thin and ill favoured kine that came up after 
them are seven years; and the seven empty 
ears blasted with the east wind shall be seven 
years of famine. This is the thing which 
I have spoken unto Pharaoh; What God is 
about to do he sheweth unto Pharaoh. Be- 
hold, there come seven years of great plenty 
throughout all the land of Egypt: and there 
shall arise after them seven years of famine; 
and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the 
land of Egypt; and the famine shall consume 
the land; and the plenty shall not be known 
in the land by reason of that famine follow- 
ing; for it shall be very grievous. And for 
that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh 
twice; it is because the thing is established 
by God, and God will shortly bring it to 
pass. Now therefore let Pharaoh look out 
a man discreet and wise, 'and set him over 
the land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh do this, and 
let him appoint officers over the land, and 
take up the fifth part of the land of Egypt 
in the seven plenteous years. And let them 
gather all the food of those good years that 
come, and lay up com under the hand of 
Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities. 
And that food shall be for store to the land 
against the seven years of famine, which shall 
be in the land of Egypt; that the land perish 
not through the famine. 

And the thing was good in the eyes of 
Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants. 
And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we 
find such a one as this is, a man in whom the 
Spirit of God is? And Pharaoh said unto 
Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee 
ail this, there is none so discreet and wise as 
thou art: thou shalt be over my house, and 
according unto thy word shall aU my people 
be ruled : only in die throne will I be greater 
than thou. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, 
See, I have set thee over all the land of 
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Egypt. And Pharaoh took off his ring from 
his hand, and put it upon Josephus hand, 
and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, 
and put a gold chain about Ms neck; and he 
made him to ride in the second chariot which 
he had; and they cried before him, Bow the 
knee: and he made him ruler over all the 
land of Egypt. And Pharaoh said unto Jo- 
seph, I am Pharaoh, and without thee shall 
no man lift up his hand or foot in all the land 
of Egypt. And Pharaoh called Joseph’s name 
Zaphnath-paaneah ; and he gave him to wife 
Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah priest 
of On. And Joseph went out over all the 
land of Egypt. 

And Joseph was thirty years old when he 
stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And 
Joseph went out from the presence of Phar- 
aoh, and went throughout all the land of 
Egypt. And in the seven plenteous years the 
earth brought forth by handfuls. And he 
gathered up all the food of the seven years, 
which were in the land of Egypt, and laid 
up the food in the cities : the/ood of the field, 
which was round about every city, laid he up 
in the same. And Joseph gathered com as 
the sand of the sea, very much, until he left 
numbering ; for it was without number. And 
unto Joseph were bom two sons before the 
years of famine came, which Asenath the 
daughter of Poti-pherah priest of On bare 
unto him. And Joseph called the name of 
the firstborn Manasseh: For God, said he, 
hath made me forget all my toil, and all 
my father’s house. And the name of the 
second called he Ephraim: For God hath 
caused me to be fruitful in the land of my 
affliction. 

And the seven years of plenteousness, that 
was in the land of Egypt, were ended. And 
the seven years of dearth began to corner 
according as Joseph had said: and the dearth 
was in all lands ; but in all the land of Egypt 
there was bread. And when all the land of 
Egypt was famished, the people cried to 
Pharaoh for bread: and Pharaoh said unto 
all the Egyptians, Go unto Joseph; what he 
saith to you, do. And the famine was over 
all the face of the earth : And Joseph opened 
all the storehouses, and sold unto the Egyp- 
tians; and the famine waxed sore in the land 
of Egypt. And all countries came into Egypt 
to Joseph for to buy com; because that the 
famine was so sore in all lands. . 



JOSEPH’S BRETHREN VISIT EGYPT 
First Visit 

NOW when Jacob saw that there was com 
in Egypt, Jacob said unto his sons, Why do 
ye look one upon another? And he said. 
Behold, I have heard that there is com in 
Egypt : get you down thither, and buy for us 
from thence; that we may live, and not die. 

And Joseph's ten brethren went down to 
buy com in Egypt. But Benjamin, Joseph’s 
brother, Jacob sent not with his brethren, 
for he said. Lest peradventure mischief be- 
fall him. And the sons of Israel came to buy 
com among those that came : for the famine 
was in the land of Canaan. And Joseph was 
the governor over the land, and he it was 
that sold to all the people of the land: and 
Joseph’s brethren came, and bowed down 
themselves before him with their faces to the 
earth. And Joseph saw his brethren, and he 
knew them, but made himself strange unto 
them, and spake roughly unto them; and he 
said unto them, Whence come ye? And they 
said, From the land of Canaan to buy food. 
And Joseph knew his brethren, but they 
knew not him. And Joseph remembered the 
dreams which he dreamed of them, and said 
unto them. Ye are spies ; to see the nakedness 
of the land ye are come. And they said unto 
him, Nay, my lord, but to buy food are thy 
servants come. We are all one man’s sons; 
we are true men, thy servants are no spies. 
And he said unto them. Nay, but to see the 
nakedness of the land ye are come. And they 
said. Thy servants are twelve brethren, the 
sons of one man in the land of Canaan; and, 
behold, the youngest is this day with our 
father, and one is not. And Joseph said unto 
than. That is it that I spake unto you, say- 
ing, Ye are spies: Hereby ye shall be proved : 
By the life of Pharaoh ye shall not go forth 
hence, except your youngest brother come 
hither. Send one of you, and let him fetch 
your brother, and ye shall be kept in prison, 
that your words may be proved, whether 
there be any truth in you: or else by the life 
of Pharaoh surely ye are spies. And he put 
them all together into ward three days. 

And Joseph said unto them the third day. 
This do, and live; for I fear God: if ye be 
true men, let one of your brethren be bound 
in the house of your prison : go ye, carry com 
for the famine of your houses : but bring your 
youngest brother unto me; so shall your 
words be verified, and ye shall not die. And 
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they did so. And they said one to another. 
We are verily guilty concerning our brother, 
in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when 
he besought us, and we would not hear; 
therefore is this distress come upon us. And 
Reuben answered them, saying. Spake I not 
unto you, saying. Do not sin against the 
child; and ye would not hear? therefore, 
behold, also his blood is required. And they 
knew not that Joseph understood them; 
for he spake unto them by an interpreter. 
And he turned himself about from them, 
and wept; and returned to them again, and 
communed with them, and took from them 
Simeon, and bound him before their eyes. 
Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks 
with com, and to restore every man’s money 
into his sack, and to give them provision for 
the way: and thus did he unto them. 

And they laded their asses with the com, 
and departed thence. And as one of them 
opened his sack to give his ass provender in 
the inn, he espied his money; for, behold, it 
was in his sack’s mouth. And he said unto his 
brethren, My money is restored ; and, lo, it is 
even in my sack; and their heart failed them, 
and they were afraid, saying one to another. 
What is this that God hath done unto us? 

Return to Canaan 

And they came unto Jacob their father 
unto the land of Canaan, and told him all 
that befell unto them; saying. The man, who is 
the lord of the land, spake roughly to us, and 
took us for spies of the country. And we said 
unto him, We are true men; we are no spies : 
we be twelve brethren, sons of our father; one 
is not, and the youngest is this day with our 
father in the land of Canaan. And the man, 
the lord of the country, said unto us. Here- 
by shall I know that ye are true men; leave 
one of your brethren here with me, and take 
food for the famine of your households, and 
be gone: And bring your youngest brother 
unto me: then shall I know that ye are no spies, 
but that ye are true men ; so will I deliver you 
your brother, and ye shall trafhck in the land. 

And it came to pass as they emptied their 
sacks, that, behold, every man’s bundle of 
money was in his sack: and when both they 
and their father saw the bundles of money, 
they were afraid. And Jacob their father said 
unto them. Me have ye bereaved of my chil- 
dren : Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and 
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ye will take Benjamin away: all these things 
are against me. And Reuben spake unto his 
father, saying. Slay my two sons, if I bring 
him not to thee : deliver him into my hand, 
and I will bring him to thee again. And he 
said. My son shall not go down with you; 
for his brother is dead, and he is left alone: 
if mischief befall him by the way in the 
which ye go, then shall ye bring down my 
gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. 

Second Visit 

And the famine was sore in the land. And 
it came to pass when they had eaten up the 
com which they had brought out of Egypt, 
their father said unto them. Go again, buy 
us a little food. And Judah spake unto him, 
saying, The man did solemnly protest unto 
us, saying. Ye shall not see my face, except 
your brother be with you. If thou wilt send 
our brother with us, we will go down and 
buy thee food : But if thou wilt not send him, 
we will not go down: for the man said unto 
us. Ye shall not see my face, except your 
brother be with you. And Israel said. Where- 
fore dealt ye so ill with me, as to tell the man 
whether ye had yet a brother? And they said, 
The man asked us straitly of our state, and 
of our kindred, saying. Is your father yet 
alive? have ye another brother? and we told 
him according to the tenor of these words : 
could we certainly know that he would say. 
Bring your brother down? And Judah said 
unto Israel his father. Send the lad with me, 
and we will arise and go; that we may live, 
and not die, both we, and thou, and also our 
little ones. I will be surety for him; of my 
hand shalt thou require him: if I bring him 
not unto thee, and set him before thee, then 
let me bear the blame for ever: for except 
we had lingered, surely now we had returned 
this second time. And their father Israel said 
unto them. If it must be so now, do this; 
take of the best fruits in the land in your 
vessels, and carry down the man a present, 
a little balm, and a little honey, spices, and 
myrrh, nuts, and almonds : and take double 
money in your hand; and the money that 
was brought again in the mouth of your sacks, 
carry it again in your hand; peradventure it 
was an oversight : take also your brother, and 
arise, go again unto the man: and God Al- 
mighty give you mercy before the man, that 
he may send away your other brother, and 
Benjamin. If I be bereaved of my children, 
I am bereaved. 


Joseph's Welcome 

And the men took that present, and they 
took double money in their hand, and Ben- 
jamin ; and rose up, and went down to Egypt, 
and stood before Joseph. And when Joseph 
saw Benjamin with them, he said to the ruler 
of his house. Bring these men home, and slay, 
and make ready; for these men shall dine 
with me at noon. And the man did as Joseph 
bade; and the man brought the men into 
Josephus house. And the men were afraid, 
because they were brought into Joseph’s 
house; and they said. Because of the money 
that was returned in our sacks at the first 
time are we brought in; that he may seek 
occasion against us, and fall upon us, and 
take us for bondmen, and our asses. And 
they came near to the steward of Joseph’s 
house, and they communed with him at the 
door of the house, and said, O sir, we came 
indeed down at the first time to buy food : 
and it came to pass, when we came to the 
inn, that we opened our sacks, and, behold, 
every man’s money was in the mouth of his 
sack, our money in full weight : and we have 
brought it again in our hand. And other 
money have we brought down in our hands 
to buy food: we cannot tell who put our 
money in our sacks. And he said, Peace be 
to you, fear not: your God, and the God of 
your father, hath given you treasure in your 
sacks: I had your money. And he brought 
Simeon out unto them. And the man 
brought the men into Joseph’s house, and 
gave them water, and they washed their feet ; 
and he gave their asses provender. And they 
made ready the present against Joseph came 
at noon : for they heard that they should eat 
bread there. 

And when J oseph came home, they brought 
him the present which was in their hand into 
the house, and bowed themselves to him to 
the earth. And he asked them of their wel- 
fare, and said. Is your father well, the old 
man of whom ye spake? Is he yet alive? 
And they answered. Thy servant our father 
is in good health, he is yet alive. And they 
bowed down their heads, and made obeisance. 
And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his brother 
Benjamin, his mother’s son, and said. Is this 
your younger brother, of whom ye spake unto 
me? And he said, God be gracious unto thee, 
my son. And Joseph made haste; for his 
bowels did yearn upon his brother: and he 
sought where to weep; and he entered into 
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his chamber* and wept there. And he washed 
his face* and went out* and refrained himself* 
and said* Set on bread. And they set on for 
him by himself* and for them by themselves* 
and for the Egyptians* which did eat with 
him, by themselves: because the Egyptians 
might not eat bread with the Hebrews; for 
that is an abomination unto the Egyptians. 
And they sat before him* the firstborn ac- 
cording to his birthright* and the youngest 
according to his youth: and the men mar- 
velled one at another. And he took and sent 
messes unto them from before him: but 
Benjamin’s mess was five times so much as 
any of theirs. And they drank* and were 
merry with him. 

Filling the Sacks 

And he commanded the steward of his 
house* saying, Fill the men’s sacks with food* 
as much as they can carry, and put every 
man’s money in his sack’s mouth. And put 
my cup* the silver cup* in the sack’s mouth 
of the youngest* and his com money. And 
he did according to the word that Joseph had 
spoken. As soon as the morning was light* 
the men were sent away* they and their asses. 
And when they were gone out of the city* 
and not yet far off* Joseph said unto bis 
steward* Up, follow after the men ; and when 
thou dost overtake them* say unto them* 
Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good? 
Is not this it in which my lord drinketh* and 
whereby indeed he divineth? 1 ye have done 
evil in so doing. 

And he overtook them* and he spake unto 
them these same words. And they said unto 
him* Wherefore saith my lord these words? 
God forbid that thy servants should do ac- 
cording to this thing: Behold* the money* 
which we found in our sacks’ mouths* we 
brought again unto thee out of the land of 
Canaan : how then should we steal out of thy 
lord’s house silver or gold? With whomso- 
ever of thy servants it be found* both let him 
die* and we also will be my lord’s bondmen. 
And he said* Now also let it be according 
unto your words : he with whom it is found 
shall be my servant; and ye shall be blame- 
less. Then they speedily took down every 
man his sack to die ground* and opened every 
man his sack. And he searched* and began 


at the eldest* and left at the youngest: and 
the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack. Then 
they rent their clothes* and laded every man 
Ms ass* and returned to the city. 

And Judah and his brethren came to Jo- 
seph’s house; for he was yet there: and they 
fell before him on the ground. And Joseph 
said unto them* What deed is this that ye 
have done? wot ye not that such a man as 
I can certainly divine? And Judah said* 
What shall we say unto my lord? what shall 
we speak? or how shall we clear ourselves? 
God hath found out the iniquity of thy serv- 
ants : behold* we are my lord’s servants, both 
we* and he also with whom the cup Is found. 
And he said* God forbid that I should do so: 
but the man in whose hand the cup is found* 
he shall be my servant; and as for you* get 
you up in peace unto your father. 

Then Judah came near unto him* and said* 
Oh my lord* let thy servant* I pray thee* 
speak a word in my lord’s ears* and let not 
thine anger bum against thy servant: for 
thou art even as Pharaoh, My lord asked 
his servants* saying* Have ye a father* or a 
brother? And we said unto my lord* We 
have a father* an old man* and a child of his 
old age* a little one; and his brother is dead* 
and he alone is left of Ms mother* and his 
father loveth him. And thou saidst unto thy 
servants* Bring him down unto me* that I 
may set mine eyes upon him. And we said 
unto my lord* The lad cannot leave Ms 
father: for if he should leave Ms father* 
his father would die. And thou saidst unto 
thy servants* Except your youngest brother 
come down with you* ye shall see my face 
no more. And it came to pass when we came 
up unto thy servant my father* we told him 
the words of my lord. And our father said* 
Go again* and' buy us a little food. And we 
said* We cannot go down: if our youngest 
brother be with us, then will we go down: 
for we may not see the man’s face, except 
our youngest brother be with us. And thy 
servant my father said unto us* Ye know that 
my wife bare me two sons ; and the one went 
out from me* and I said* Surely he is tom in 
pieces; and I saw Mm not since: and if ye 
take this also from me* and miscMef befall 
him* he shall bring down my gray hairs with 
sorrow to the grave. Now therefore when 
I come to thy servant my father* and the lad 


- supposed to possess magical properties. Some of them had an inscription engraved 

WOUld S“ der P° ison Effective, and increase the health value of wine or water 
drunk &om them. There is a trace of the same superstition in telling fortunes fiom tea-leaves. 
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THE STORY GROWS AMIDST COUNTRY SCENES 

Even commonplace buildings, like bams and granaries, which are to be seen dotted 
about every landscape, catch our eye on the sacred page, as if to remind us that the 
message written there directly concerns those who live and work on the land, who know 
the country scene, and are familiar with the life of the country-side. 
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be not' with us; seeing that his life is bound 
up in the lad’s life; it shall come to pass, 
when he seeth that the lad is not with us, that 
he will die : and thy servants shall bring down 
the .gray hairs of thy servant our father with 
sorrow to the grave. For thy servant became 
surety for the lad unto my father, saying, If 
I bring him not unto thee, then I shall bear 
the blame to my father for ever. Now there- 
fore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead 
of the lad a bondman to my lord; and let the 
lad go up with his brethren. For how shall I 
go up to my father, and the lad be not with 
me? lest peradventure I see the evil that shall 
come on my father. 

The Reconciliation 

Then Joseph could not refrain himself 
before all them that stood by him; and he 
cried; Cause every man to go out from me. 
And there stood no man with him, while 
Joseph made himself known unto his breth- 
ren. And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians 
and the house of Pharaoh heard. And Joseph 
said unto Ms brethren, I am Joseph; doth my 
father yet live? And his brethren could not 
answer him; for they were troubled at Ms 
presence. And J oseph said unto his brethren. 
Come near to me, I pray you. And they came 
pear. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, 
whom ye sold into Egypt. Now therefore be 
not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that 
ye sold me Mther: for God did send me 
before you to preserve life. For these two 
years hath the famine been in the land: and 
yet there are five years, in the wMch there 
shall neither be earing nor harvest. And God 
sent me before you to preserve you a pos- 
terity in the earth, and to save your lives by 
a great deliverance. So now it was not you 
that sent me Mther, but God: and he hath 
made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all 
his house, and a ruler throughout all the land 
of Egypt. Haste ye, and go up to my father, 
and say unto him. Thus saith thy son Joseph, 
God hath made me lord of all Egypt: come 
down unto me, tarry not: and thou shalt 
dwell in the land of Goshen , 1 and thou shalt 
be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and 
thy children’s children, and thy flocks, and 
thy herds, and all that thou hast: and there 
will I nourish thee; for yetthere are five years 
of famine; lest thou, and thy household, and 
all that thou hast, come to poverty. And, 


behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my 
brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that 
speaketh unto you. And ye shall tell my 
father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all 
that ye have seen; and ye shall haste and 
bring down my father Mther. And he fell 
upon his brother Benjamin’s neck, and wept ; 
and Benjamin wept upon his neck. More- 
over he kissed all his brethren, and wept 
upon them : and after that his brethren talked 
with him. 

Pharaoh's Message 

And the fame thereof was heard in Phar- 
aoh’s house, saying, Joseph’s brethren are 
come: and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his 
servants. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, 
Say unto thy brethren. This do ye; lade 
your beasts, and go, get you unto the land 
of Canaan; and take your father and your 
households, and come unto me: and I will 
give you the good of the land of Egypt, and 
ye shall eat the fat of the land. Now thou art 
commanded, this do ye; take you wagons out 
of the land of Egypt for your little ones, and 
for your wives, and bring your father, and 
come. Also regard not your stuff; for the 
good of aU the land of Egypt is yours. And 
the children of Israel did so: and Joseph 
gave them wagons, according to the com- 
mandment of Pharaoh, and gave them pro- 
vision for the way. To all of them he gave 
each man changes of raiment; but to Benja- 
min he gave three hundred pieces of silver, 
and five changes of raiment. And to his 
father he sent after this manner: ten asses 
laden with the good things of Egyp t, and ten 
she asses laden with com and bread and meat 
for his father by the way. So he sent Ms 
brethren away, and they departed: and he 
said unto them, See that ye fall not out by 
the way. 

And they went up out of Egypt, and came 
into the land of Canaan unto Jacob their 
father, and told him, saying, Joseph is yet 
alive, and he is governor over all the land of 
Egypt. And Jacob’s heart fainted, for he 
believed them not. And they told him all 
the words of Joseph, wMch he had said unto 
them: and when he saw the wagons wMch 
Joseph had sent to carry Mm, the spirit of 
Jacob their father revived: and Israel said. 
It is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive: 
I will go and see him before I die. 


, 1 On the eastern border of the Delta of the Nile, and near the frontier of Palestine. Not good com land, 
out land affording excellent pasture and plentiful supplies of vegetables and fish. 


JACOB GOES TO EGYPT 
Departure 

AND Israel took his journey with all that 
he had, and came to Beer-sheba, and offered 
sacrifices unto the God of his father Isaac. 
And God spake unto Israel in the visions of 
the night, and said, Jacob, Jacob. And he 
said. Here am I. And he said, I am God, the 
God of thy father: fear not to go down into 
Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great 
nation: I will go down with thee into Egypt; 
and I will also surely bring thee up again: 
and Joseph shall put his hand upon thine 
eyes. And Jacob rose up from Beer-sheba: 
and the sons of Israel carried Jacob their 
father, and their little ones, and their wives, 
in the wagons which Pharaoh had sent to 
carry him. And they took their cattle, and 
their goods, which they had gotten in the 
land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob, 
and all his seed with him: his sons, and his 
sons' sons with him, his daughters, and his 
sons’ daughters, and all his seed brought he 
with him into Egypt. 

And these are the names of the children of 
Israel, which came into Egypt, Jacob and his 
sons: Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn. And the 
sons of Reuben; Hanoch, and Phallu, and 
Hezron, and Carmi. And the sons of Simeon ; 
Jemuel, and Jamin, and Ohad, and Jachin, 
and Zohar, and Shaul the son of a Canaan- 
itish woman. And the sons of Levi; Ger- 
shon, Kohath, and Merari. And the sons of 
Judah; Er, and Onan, and Shelah, and Pharez, 
and Zerah : but Er and Onan died in the land 
of Canaan. And the sons of Pharez were 
Hezron and Hamul. And the sons of Issa- 
char; Tola, and Phuvah, and Job, and Shim- 
ron. And the sons of Zebulun; Sered, and 
Elon, and Jahleel. These be the sons of Leah, 
which she bare unto Jacob in Padan-aram, 
with his daughter Dinah: all the souls of his 
sons and his daughters were thirty and three. 
And the sons of Gad; Ziphion, and Haggi, 
Shuni, and Ezbon, Eri, and Arodi, and Areli. 
And the sons of Asher; Jimnah, and Ishuah, 
and Isui, and Beriah, and Serah their sister : 
and the sons of Beriah; Heber, and Malchiel. 
These are the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban 
gave to Leah his daughter, and these she 
bare unto Jacob, even sixteen souls. The 
sons of Rachel Jacob’s wife; Joseph, and 
Benjamin. And unto Joseph in the land of 
Egypt were bom Manasseh and Ephraim, 
which Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah 
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priest of On bare unto him. And the sons of 
Benjamin were Belah, and Becher, and Ash- 
bel, Gera, and Naaman, Ehi, and Rosh, 
Muppim, and Huppim, and Ard. These are 
the sons of Rachel, which were bom to 
Jacob: all the souls were fourteen. And the 
sons of Dan; Hushim. And the sons of 
Naphtali; Jahzeel, and Guni, and Jezer, and 
Shillem. These are the sons of Bilhah, which 
Laban gave unto Rachel his daughter, and 
she bare these unto Jacob: all the souls were 
seven. All the souls that came with Jacob 
into Egypt, which came out of his loins, 
besides Jacob’s sons’ wives, all the souls 
were threescore and six; and the sons of Jo- 
seph, which were born him in Egypt, were two 
souls: all the souls of the houseof Jacob, which 
came into Egypt, were threescore and ten. 

Arrival 

And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, 
to direct his face unto Goshen; and they came 
into the land of Goshen. And Joseph made 
ready his chariot, and went up to meet Israel 
his father, to Goshen, and presented himself 
unto him; and he fell on his neck, and wept 
on his neck a good while. And Israel said 
unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I have 
seen thy face, because thou art yet alive. And 
Joseph said unto his brethren, and unto his 
father’s house, I will go up, and shew Pharaoh, 
and say unto him. My brethren, and my 
father’s house, which were in the land of 
Canaan, are come unto me; and the men are 
shepherds, for their trade hath been to feed 
cattle; and they have brought their flocks, 
and their herds, and all that they have. And 
it shall come to pass, when Pharaoh shall 
call you, and shall say. What is your occupa- 
tion? That ye shall say. Thy servants’ trade 
hath been about cattle from our youth even 
until now, both we, and also our fathers : that 
ye may dwell in the land of Goshen; for 
every shepherd is an abomination unto the 
Egyptians. 

Honoured by Pharaoh 

Then Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and 
said. My father and my brethren, and their 
flocks, and their herds, and all that they have, 
are come out of the land of Canaan; and, 
behold, they are in the land of Goshen. And 
he took some of his brethren, even five men, 
and presented them unto Pharaoh. And 
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Pharaoh said unto his brethren* What is your 
occupation? And they said unto Pharaoh* 
Thy servants are shepherds* both we* and 
also our fathers. They said moreover unto 
Pharaoh* For to sojourn in the land are we 
come; for thy servants have no pasture for 
their flocks ; for the famine is sore in the land 
of Canaan: now therefore* we pray thee* let 
thy servants dwell in the land of Goshen. 
And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph* saying* Thy 
father and thy brethren are come unto thee: 
the land of Egypt is before thee; in the best 
of the land make thy father and brethren to 
dwell; in the land of Goshen let them dwell: 
and if thou knowest any men of activity 
among them* then make them rulers over my 
cattle. And Joseph brought in Jacob his 
father* and set him before Pharaoh: and 
Jacob blessed Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said 
unto Jacob* How old art thou? And Jacob 
said unto Pharaoh* The days of the years of 
my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty 
years: few and evil have the days of the 
years of my life been* and have not attained 
unto the days of the years of the life of my 
fathers in the days of their pilgrimage. And 
Jacob blessed Pharaoh* and went out from 
before Pharaoh. 


Helped by Joseph 

And Joseph placed his father and his breth- 
ren* and gave them a possession in the land 
of Egypt* in the best of the land* in the land 
of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded. 
And Joseph nourished his father* and his 
brethren* and all his father’s household* with 
bread* according to their families. 

Famine in Egypt 

And there was no bread in all the land; 
for the famine was very sore* so that the land 
of Egypt and all the land of Canaan fainted by 
reason of the famine. And Joseph gathered 
up all the money that was found in the land 
of Egypt* and in the land of Canaan, for the 
com which they bought : and Joseph brought 
the money into Pharaoh’s house. And when 
money failed in the land of Egypt* and in the 
land of Canaan* all the Egyptians came unto 
Joseph* and said. Give us bread: for why 
should we die in thy presence? for the money 
faileth. And Joseph said* Give your cattle; 
I will give you for your cattle* if money 


fail. And they brought their cattle unto 
Joseph: and Joseph gave them bread in 
exchange for horses* and for the flocks* and 
for the cattle of the herds, and for the asses: 
and he fed them with bread for all their 
cattle for that year. When that year was 
ended* they came unto him the second year* 
and said unto him* We will not hide it from 
my lord* how that our money is spent; my 
lord also hath our herds of cattle; there is 
not ought left in the sight of my lord* but 
our bodies* and our lands: wherefore shall 
we die before thine eyes* both we and our 
land? buy us and our land for bread* and we 
and our land will be servants unto Pharaoh: 
and give us seed* that we may live* and not 
die* that the land be not desolate* 

And Joseph bought all the land of Egypt 
for Pharaoh; for the Egyptians sold every 
man his field* because the famine prevailed 
over them: so the land became Pharaoh’s. 
And as for the people* he removed them 
to cities from one end of the borders of Egypt 
even to the other end thereof . Only the land 
of the priests bought he not; for the priests 
had a portion assigned them of Pharaoh* and 
did eat their portion which Pharaoh gave 
them: wherefore they sold not their lands. 
Then Joseph said unto the people* Behold, 
I have bought you this day and your land 
for Pharaoh: lo* here is seed for you* and ye 
shall sow the land. And it shall come to 
pass in the increase* that ye shall give the 
fifth part unto Pharaoh* and four parts shall 
be your own, for seed of the field* and for 
your food* and for them of your households, 
and for food for your little ones. And they 
said* Thou hast saved our lives : let us find 
grace in the sight of my lord* and we will be 
Pharaoh’s servants. And Joseph made it a 
law over the land of Egypt unto this day* 
that Pharaoh should have the fifth part; 
except the land of the priests only* which 
became not Pharaoh’s. 1 

Jacob's Request 

And Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt* in 
the country of Goshen; and they had posses- 
sions therein* and grew* and multiplied ex- 
ceedingly. And Jacob lived in the land of 
Egypt seventeen years: so the whole age of 
Jacob was an hundred forty and seven years. 
And the time drew nigh that Israel must die : 
and he called his son Joseph* and said unto 
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1 We cannot judge Joseph’s pohcy by modem social standards. 
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him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, 
put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, 
and deal kindly and truly with me; bury me 
not, I pray thee, in Egypt : but I will lie with 
my fathers, and thou shalt carry me out of 
Egypt, and bury me in their buryingplace. 
And he said, I will do as thou hast said. And 
he said, Swear unto me. And he sware unto 
him. And Israel bowed himself upon the 
bed’s head. '• 

Joseph's Two Sons 

And it came to pass after these things, 
that one told Joseph, Behold, thy father is 
sick: and he took with him his two sons, 
Manasseh and Ephraim. And one told Jacob, 
and said. Behold, thy son Joseph cometh 
unto thee: and Israel strengthened himself, 
and sat upon the bed. And Jacob said unto 
Joseph, God Almighty appeared unto me at 
Luz in the land of Canaan, and blessed me, 
and said unto me. Behold, I will make thee 
fruitful, and multiply thee, and I will make 
of thee a multitude of people; and will give 
this land to thy seed after thee for an ever- 
lasting possession. And now thy two sons, 
Ephraim and Manasseh, which were bom 
unto thee in the land of Egypt before I came 
unto thee into Egypt, are mine; as Reuben 
and Simeon, they shall be mine. And thy 
issue, which thou begettest after them, shall 
be thine, and shall be called after the name 
of their brethren in their inheritance. And 
as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel 
died by me in the land of Canaan in the way, 
when yet there was but a little way to come 
unto Ephrath: and I buried her there in the 
way of Ephrath; the same is Beth-lehem. 

And Israel beheld Joseph’s sons, and said, 
Who are these? And Joseph said unto his 
father, They are my sons, whom God hath 
given me in this place. And he said. Bring 
them, I pray thee, unto me, and I will bless 
them. Now the eyes of Israel were dim for 
age, so that he could not see. And he brought 
them near unto him; and he kissed them, and 
embraced them. And Israel said unto Joseph, 
I had not thought to see thy face: and, lo, 
God hath shewed me also thy seed. And 
Joseph brought them out from between his 
knees, 1 2 and he bowed himself with his face to 
the earth. And Joseph took them both, 
Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel’s 
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left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand 
toward Israel’s right hand, and brought them 
near unto him. And Israel stretched out his 
right hand, and laid it upon Ephraim’s head, 
who was the younger, and his left hand upon 
Manasseh’s head, guiding his hands wittingly ; 
for Manasseh was the firstborn. And he 
blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom 
my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the 
God which fed me all my life long unto this 
day, the Angel which redeemed me from all 
evil, bless the lads; and let my name be 
named on them, and the name of my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into 
a multitude in the midst of the earth. 

And when Joseph saw that his father laid 
his right hand upon the head of Ephraim, it 
displeased him: and he held up his father’s 
hand, to remove it from Ephraim’s head unto 
Manasseh’s head. And Joseph said unto his 
father. Not so, my father: for this is the 
firstborn; put thy right hand upon his head. 
And his father refused, and said, I know it, 
my son, I know it : he also shall become a 
people, and he also shall be great: but truly 
his younger brother shall be greater than he, 
and his seed shall become a multitude of 
nations. And he blessed them that day, say- 
ing, In thee shall Israel bless, saying, God 
make thee as Ephraim and as Manasseh : and 
he set Ephraim before Manasseh. And Israel 
said unto Joseph, Behold, I die: but God 
shall be with you, and bring you again unto 
the land of your fathers. Moreover I have 
given to thee one portion above thy brethren, 
which I took out of the hand of the Amorite 
with my sword and with my bow. 

Jacob's Blessing 

And Jacob called unto his sons, and said. 
Gather yourselves together, that I may tell 
you that which shall befall you in the last days. 

Gather yourselves together, and hear, ye 
sons of Jacob; 

And hearken unto Israel your father. 

Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, 
and the beginning of my strength. 

The excellency of dignity, and the excel- 
lency of power: 

Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; 

Because thouwentest up to thy father’s bed; 

Then defiledst thou it: he went up to my 
couch. 


1 By taking the two boys between his knees Jacob adopted them as his children, thus giving them the right 

to be two independent tribes. 
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Simeon and Levi are brethren: 
Instruments of cruelty are in their habita- 
tions. 

0 my soul, come not thou into their secret; 
Unto their assembly, mine honour, be not 

thou united: 

For in their anger they slew a man. 

And in their selfwill they digged down a 
wall. 

Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; 
And their wrath, for it was cruel: 

1 will divide them in Jacob, 

And scatter them in Israel. 

Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren 
shall praise: 

Thy hand shall be in the neck of thine 
enemies; 

Thy father’s children shall bow down be- 
fore thee. 

Judah is a lion’s whelp : 

From the prey, my son, thou art gone 
up: 

He stooped down, he couched as a lion, 
And as an old lion ; who shall rouse him up ? 
The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, 
Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 
Until Shiloh come; 

And unto him shall the gathering of the 
people be. 

Binding his foal unto the vine, 

And his ass’s colt unto the choice vine; 
He washed his garments in wine, 

And his clothes in the blood of grapes: 
His eyes shall be red with wine. 

And bis teeth white with milk. 

Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the 
■ sea; 

And he shall be for an haven of ships; 
And his border shall be unto Zidon. 
Issachar is a strong ass 
Couching down between two burdens: 
And he saw that rest was good. 

And the land that it was pleasant; 

And bowed his shoulder to bear. 

And became a servant unto tribute. 

Dan shall judge his people, 

As one of the tribes of Israel. 

Dan shall be a serpent by the way. 

An adder in the path. 

That biteth the horse heels. 

So that his rider shall fall backward. 

I have waited for thy salvation, O Lord. 
Gad, a troop shall overcome him : 

But he shall overcome at the last. 

Out of Asher his bread shall be fat. 

And he shall yield royal dainties. 


Naphtali is a hind let loose: 

He giveth goodly words. 

Joseph is a fruitful bough. 

Even a fruitful bough by a well; 

Whose branches run over the wall: 

The archers have sorely grieved him, 

And shot at him, and hated him ; 

But his bow abode in strength, 

And the arms of his hands were made 
strong 

By the hands of the mighty God of Jacob; 
(From thence is the shepherd, the stone of 

Israel :) 

Even by the God of thy father, who shall 

help thee; 

And by the Almighty, who shall bless thee 
With blessings of heaven above, 

Blessings of the deep that Metfa under, 
Blessings of the breasts, and of the womb : 
The blessings of thy father 
Have prevailed above the blessings of my 
progenitors 

Unto the utmost bound of the everlasting 
hills: 

They shall be on the head of Joseph, 

And on the crown of the head of Mm that 
was separate from his brethren. 
Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf : 

In the morning he shall devour the prey. 
And at night he shall divide the spoil. 

Death of Jacob 

All these are the twelve tribes of Israel: 
and this is it that their father spake unto 
them, and blessed them ; every one according 
to his blessing he blessed them. And he 
charged them, and said unto them, I am to 
be gathered unto my people: bury me with 
my fathers in the cave that is in the field of 
Ephron the Hittite, in the cave that is in the 
field of Machpelah, which is before Mature, 
in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought 
with the field of Ephron the Hittite for a 
possession of a buryingplace. There they 
buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there 
they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife; and 
there I buried Leah. The purchase of the 
field and of the cave that is therein was from 
the children of Heth. And when Jacob had 
made an end of commanding his sons, he 
gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded 
up the ghost, and was gathered unto his 
people. And Joseph fell upon his father’s 
face, and wept upon him, and kissed him. 
And Joseph commanded Ms servants the 
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physicians to embalm Ms father: and the 
physicians embalmed Israel. And forty days 
were fulfilled for him; for so are fulfilled the 
days of those which are embalmed : and the 
Egyptians mourned for him threescore and 
ten days. 

And when the days of his mourning were 
past, Joseph spake unto the house of Pharaoh, 
saying. If now I have found grace in your 
eyes, speak, 1 pray you, in the ears of Pharaoh, 
saying. My father made me swear, saying, 
Lo, I die; in my grave which I have digged 
for me in the land of Canaan, there shall 
thou bury me. Now therefore let me go up, I 
pray thee, and bury my father, and I will 
come again. And Pharaoh said. Go up, and 
bury thy father, according as he made thee 
swear. 

And Joseph went up to bury his father; 
and with him went up all the servants of 
Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the 
elders of the land of Egypt, and all the house 
of Joseph, and Ms brethren, and Ms father's 
house : only their little ones, and their flocks, 
and their herds, they left in the land of 
Goshen. And there went up with him both 
chariots and horsemen: and it was a very 
great company. And they came to the thresh- 
ingfioor of Atad, which is beyond Jordan, 
and there they mourned with a great and 
very sore lamentation ; and he made a mourn- 
ing for his father seven days. And when the 
inhabitants of the land, the Canaamtes, saw 
the mourning in the floor of Atad, they said, 
This is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians : 
wherefore the name of it was called Abel- 
mizraim, wMch is beyond Jordan. And Ms 
sons did unto him according as he com- 
manded them: for Ms sons carried him into 
the land of Canaan, and buried him in the 
cave of the field of Machpelah, which Abra- 
ham bought with the field for a possession of 
a buryingplace of Ephron the Hittite, before 
Mamre. And Joseph returned into Egypt, 
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he, and Ms brethren, and all that went up 
with him to bury Ms father, after he had 
buried his father. 

Death of Joseph 

And when Joseph’s brethren saw that their 
father was dead, they said, Joseph will perad- 
venture hate us, and will certainly requite us 
all the evil wMch we did unto him. And they 
sent a messenger unto Joseph, saying, Thy 
father did command before he died, saying, 
So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray 
thee now, the trespass of thy brethren* and 
their sin; for they did unto thee evil: and 
now, we pray thee, forgive the trespass of 
the servants of the God of thy father. And 
Joseph wept when they spake unto him. And 
his brethren also went and fell down before 
Ms face; and they said, Behold, we be thy 
servants. And Joseph said unto them, Fear 
not : for am I in the place of God ? But as for 
you, ye thought evil against me; but God 
meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is 
this day, to save much people alive. Now 
therefore fear ye not : I will nourish you, and 
your little ones. And he comforted them, 
and spake kindly unto them. 

And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his 
father's house ; and Joseph lived an hundred 
and ten years. And Joseph saw Ephraim’s 
children of the tMrd generation : the children 
also of MacMr the son of Manasseh were 
brought up upon Joseph's knees. And Joseph 
said unto his brethren, I die : and God will 
surely visit you, and bring you out of tMs 
land unto the land wMch he sware to Abra- 
ham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. And Joseph 
took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, 
God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry 
up my bones from hence. So Joseph died, 
being an hundred and ten years old: and 
they embalmed him, and he was put in a 
coffin in Egypt. 
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god starts mankind on the track of its 

TRUE DESTINY, AND THEN LEADS THE WAY 

There would have been no Western Civilization, as we know it, if God had not led 
the Israelites out of Egypt , and given them a code of laws upon which they could shape 
their lives. It is impossible to estimate how much our modem world owes to the events 
described in this book. Our history begins with the liberation of these slaves; which 
means, it was begun by God, and to His creative grace we me whatever order and 
freedom we enjoy. 

On this day, the greatest of days in human history, a new era of creation dawned. 
He who made the world and brought the Natural Order into being, who fashioned the 
earth to His own design and set it in the firmament of stars, now turned to the making 
of mankind, to the building of the Human or Social Order, to the fashioning of man, 
not as a creature of earth, for that had already been done, but as a member of society, 
with a relationship to his fellows and to the everlasting God of truth and right. 

In calling Israel, God called mankind. Israel was His point of contact, that race 
among the races which knew His voice. As it was in the family of Israel (Jacob) so it is 
in the family of nations; God chooses the one who best serves His will for bringing the 
whole human family into the knowledge and possession of its heavenly destiny. Israel’s 
history is the revelation of this purpose, and also the beginning of its realization. 

THE REVELATION BY THE RIVER Exodus I, I— 13, 16 

N OW these are the names of the fore they did set over them taskmasters to 
children of Israel, which came into afflict them with their burdens. And they 
Egypt; every man and his house- built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and 
hold came with Jacob. Reuben, Raamses. But the more they afflicted them, 
Simeon, Levi, and Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, the more they multiplied and grew. And 
and Benjamin, Dan, and Naphtali, Gad, and they were grieved because of the children of 
Asher. And all the souls that came out of the Israel. And the Egyptians made the children 
loins of Jacob were seventy souls : for Joseph of Israel to serve with rigour ; and they made 
was in Egypt already. And Joseph died, and their lives bitter with hard bondage, in mor- 
all his brethren, and all that generation. And ter, and in brick, and in all manner of service 
the children of Israel were fruitful, and in- in the field: all their service, wherein they 
creased abundantly, and multiplied, and made them serve, was with rigour, 
waxed exceeding mighty; and the land was And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew 
filled with them. midwives, of which the name of the one was 

Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, Shiphrah, and the name of the other Puah : 
which knew not Joseph. And he said unto and he said. When ye do the office of a 
his people. Behold, the people of the chil- midwife to the Hebrew women, and see 
dren of Israel are more and mightier than them upon the stools; if it be a son, then ye 
we: come on, let us deal wisely with them; shall kill him: but if it be a daughter, then 
lest they multiply, and it come to pass, that, she shall live. But the midwives feared God, 
when there falleth out any war, they join and did not as the king of Egypt commanded 
also unto our enemies, and fight against us, them, but saved the men children alive. And 
and so get them up out of the land. There- the king of Egypt called for the midwives, 
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God spoke to the people who lived by the Nile 


and said unto them* Why have ye done this 
things and have saved the men children 
. alive? And the midwives said unto Pharaohs 
Because the Hebrew women are not as the 
Egyptian women; for they are lively, and 
are delivered ere the midwives come in unto 
them* Therefore God dealt well with the 
midwives: and the people multiplied, and 
waxed very mighty. And it came to pass, 
because the midwives feared God, that he 
made them houses. And Pharaoh charged 
all his people, saying, Every son that is born 
ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter 
ye shall save alive. 

Birth of Moses 

And there went a man of the house of 
Levi, and took to wife a daughter of Levi. 
And the woman conceived, and bare a son: 
and when she saw him that he was a goodly 
child, she hid him three months. And when 
she could not longer hide him, she took for 
him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with 
slime and with pitch, and put the child 
therein; and she laid it in the flags by the 
river’s brink. And his sister stood afar off, 
to wit what would be done to him. 

And the daughter of Pharaoh came down 
to wash herself at the river; and her maidens 
walked along by the river’s side; and when 
she saw the ark among the flags, she sent her 
maid to fetch it. And when she had opened 
it, she saw the child: and, behold, the babe 
wept. And she had compassion on him, and 
said. This is one of the Hebrews’ children. 
Then said his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter. 
Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the 
Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child 
for thee? And Pharaoh’s daughter said to 


her. Go. And the maid went and called the 
child’s mother. And Pharaoh’s daughter said 
unto her. Take this child away, and nurse it 
for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And 
the woman took the child, and nursed it. 
And the child grew, and she brought him 
unto Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her 
son. And she called his name Moses: and 
she said. Because I drew him out of the water. 

And it came to pass in those days, when 
Moses was grown, that he went out unto his 
brethren, and looked on their burdens : and 
he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, 
one of his brethren. And he looked this way 
and that way, and when he saw that there 
was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid 
him in the sand. And when he went out the 
second day, behold, two men of the Hebrews 
strove together : and he said to him that did 
the wrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fel- 
low? And he said. Who made thee a prince 
and a judge over us? intendest thou to kill 
me, as thou killedst the Egyptian? And 
Moses feared, and said, Surely this thing 
is known. Now when Pharaoh heard this 
thing, he sought to slay Moses. But Moses 
fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt 
in the land of Midian: and he sat down by 
a well. 

Now the priest of Midian had seven daugh- 
ters: and they came and drew water, and 
filled the troughs to water their father’s flock. 
And the shepherds came and drove them 
away: but Moses stood up and helped them, 
and watered their flock. And when they 
came to Reuel their father, he said, How is it 
that ye are come so soon to day? And they 
said. An Egyptian delivered us out of the 
hand of the shepherds, and also drew water 
enough for us, and watered the flock. And 


EXODUS 2 , 20 

he said unto his daughters. And where is he? 
why is it that ye have left the man? call him, 
that he may eat bread. And Moses was con- 
tent to dwell with the man: and he gave 


Moses Zipporah his daughter. And she bare 
Mm a son, and he called his name Gershom: 
for he said, I have been a stranger in a strange 

land. 


NEWS OF GOD Exodus 2* 23—4, 28 

Remember , over 400 years separates Genesis from Exodus, and the God who had spoken 
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, was now speaking to Moses . He mas still living. Time 
had not changed Him. The Living God, it seemed, was ever-living. I AM is His 
name, the always present God, not the I was, nor the I will be, but the God now, of every 
situation. To people in Israel's position this was great news . 


AND it came to pass in process of time, 
that the king of Egypt died : and the children 
of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, 
and they cried, and their cry came up unto 
God by reason of the bondage. And God 
heard their groaning, and God remembered 
his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and 
with Jacob. And God looked upon the chil- 
dren of Israel, and God had respect unto them. 

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his 
father in law, the priest of Midian: and he 
led the flock to the backside of the desert, 
and came to the mountain of God, even to 
Horeb. And the angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of 
a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the 
bush burned with fire, and the bush was not 
consumed. And Moses said, I will now turn 
aside, and see this great sight, why the bush 
is not burnt. And when the Lord saw that 
he turned aside to see, God called unto him 
out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, 
Moses. And he said. Here am I. And he 
said. Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes 
from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground. Moreover he said, 
I am the God of thy father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was 
afraid to look upon God. 

And the Lord said, I have surely seen the 
affliction of my people which are in Egypt, 
and have heard their cry by reason of their 
taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; and 
I am come down to deliver them out of the 
hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up 
out of that land unto a good land and a large, 
unto a land flowing with milk and honey; 
unto the place of the Canaanites, and the 


Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Periz- 
zites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 
Now therefore, behold, the cry of the chil- 
dren of Israel is come unto me; and I have 
also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyp- 
tians oppress them. Come now therefore, 
and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou 
mayest bring forth my people the cMldren of 
Israel out of Egypt. And Moses said unto 
God, Who am I, that I should go unto 
Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the 
children of Israel out of Egypt? And he 
said. Certainly I will be with thee; and this 
shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent 
thee: When thou hast brought forth the 
people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon 
this mountain. 

In the Name of God 

And Moses said unto God, Behold, when 
I come unto the children of Israel, and shall 
say unto them. The God of your fathers 
hath sent me unto you; and they shall say 
to me. What is his name? what shall I say 
unto them? And God said unto Moses, 
I AM THAT I AM: 1 and he said. Thus 
shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, 
I AM hath sent me unto you. And God said 
moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say 
unto the children of Israel, The Lord God 
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath 
sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, 
and this is my memorial unto ail generations. 
Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, 
and say unto them, The Lord God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and 
of Jacob, appeared unto me, saying, I have 
surely visited you, and seen that which is 


No one, not even the ablest scholar, is able to say dogmatically how these words should be translate 
Thl ^ Serve 110 sood purpose to give all the different renderings which have been proposed 

Sd rfXt J be readl , n f we offer is that which context seems to require-th 

Me>K not 80 oH nor a new god > but *«* "«*■**>« G <* 
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done to you in Egypt: and I have said, I will 
bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt 
unto the land of the Canaanites, and the 
Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Periz- 
zites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, 
unto a land flowing with milk and honey. 
And they shall hearken to thy voice: and 
thou shalt come, thou and the elders of Israel, 
unto the king of Egypt, and ye shall say unto 
him. The Lord God of the Hebrews hath 
met with us : and now let us go, we beseech 
thee, three days 9 journey into the wilderness, 
that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God. 
And I am sure that the king of Egypt will 
not let you go, no, not by a mighty hand. 
And I will stretch out my hand, and smite 
Egypt with all my wonders which I will do 
in the midst thereof: and after that he will 
let you go. And I will give this people favour 
in the sight of the Egyptians: and it shall 
come to pass, that, when ye go, ye shall not 
go empty: but every woman shall borrow 1 
of her neighbour, and of her that sojourneth 
in her house, jewels of silver, and jewels of 
gold, and raiment: and ye shall put them 
upon your sons, and upon your daughters; 
and ye shall spoil the Egyptians. 

By the Power of God 

And Moses answered and said, But, be- 
hold, they will not believe me, nor hearken 
unto my voice: for they will say. The Lord 
hath not appeared unto thee. And the Lord 
said unto him. What is that in thine hand? 
And he said, A rod. And he said, Cast it on 
the ground. And he cast it on the ground, 
and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from 
before it. And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. 
And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and 
it became a rod in his hand : that they may 
believe that the Lord God of their fathers, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee. 

And the Lord said furthermore unto him, 
Put now thine hand into thy bosom. And 
he put his hand into his bosom : and when he 
took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as 
snow. And he said. Put thine hand into thy 
bosom again. And he put his hand into his 
bosom again ; and plucked it out of his bosom, 
and, behold, it was turned again as his other 


EXODUS 4, 2i 

flesh. And it shall come to pass, if they will 
not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice 
of the first sign, that they will believe the 
voice of the latter sign. And it shall come to 
pass, if they will not believe also these two 
signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that 
thou shalt take of the water of the river, and 
pour it upon the dry land: and the water 
which thou takest out of the river shall 
become blood upon the dry land. 

And Moses said unto the Lord, O my 
Lord, I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, 
nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant : 
but I am slow of speech, and of a slow 
tongue. And the Lord said unto him, Who 
hath made man's mouth? or who maketh the 
dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? 
have not I the Lord? Now therefore go, 
and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee 
what thou shalt say. And he said, O my 
Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him 
whom thou wilt send. And the anger of the 
Lord was kindled against Moses, and he 
said. Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? 
I know that he can speak well. And also, 
behold, he cometh forth to meet thee : and 
when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his 
heart. And thou shalt speak unto him, and 
put words in his mouth: and I will be with 
thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will 
teach you what ye shall do. And he shall be 
thy spokesman unto the people: and he shall 
be, even he shall be to thee instead of a 
mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of 
God. And thou shalt take this rod in thine 
hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs. 

To the Work of God 

And Moses went and returned to Jethro 
his father in law, and said unto him, Let me 
go, I pray thee, and return unto my brethren 
which are in Egypt, and see whether they be 
yet alive. And Jethro said to Moses, Go in 
peace. And the Lord said unto Moses in 
Midian, Go, return into Egypt: for all the 
men are dead which sought thy life. And 
Moses took his wife and his sons, and set 
them upon an ass, and he returned to the 
land of Egypt: and Moses took the rod of 
God in his hand. And the Lord said unto 
Moses, When thou goest to return into Egypt, 
see that thou do all those wonders before 


1 Possibly some of the slaves looked upon the projected journey to Sinai as a pilgrimage to a religious 
festival, and fully intended to return what they borrowed, when they came back. On the other hand, it is 
not inconceivable that long-tortured and cruelly burdened slaves, with imperfect knowledge of God, should 
look upon the occasion as an opportunity to rob their persecutors. 


Pharaoh, which I have put in thine hand: 
but I will harden his heart, that he shall not 
let the .people go. And thou shalt say unto 
Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord, Israel is my 
son, even my firstborn: and I say unto thee, 
Let my son go, that he may serve me : and if 
thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay 
thy son, even thy firstborn. 

And it came to pass by the way in the inn, 
that the Lord met him, and sought to kill 
him. Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, 


and cut off the foreskin of her son, and cast 
it at his feet, and said. Surely a bloody hus- 
band art thou to me. So he let him go ; then 
she said, A bloody husband thou art, because 
of the circumcision. 

And the Lord said to Aaron, Go into the 
wilderness to meet Moses. And he went, 
and met him in the mount of God, and kissed 
him. And Moses told Aaron all the words of 
the Lord who had sent him, and all the signs 
which he had commanded him. 



He is also the God of those who live on the Yangtze 


SET MY PEOPLE FREE, SAITH THE LORD 

CONFERRING DIVINE RIGHT ON HUMAN FREEDOM 


EXODUS 


CHAPTERS 4 , 29— IS, 21 


The Living God, who has, in Genesis, declared Himself to be the Sovereign Lord of 
Nature and the Nations of the world , here makes it known that He is the Ruler of History . 
Time and the destiny of man are in His hands, and tomankindHe now unfolds His plan. 
He will create a grand and glorious Humanity , and to that end demands that mm, as 
sons of God, shall be free. 


AND Moses and Aaron went and gathered 
together all the elders of the children of 
Israel: and Aaron spake all the words which 
the Lord had spoken unto Moses, and did 
the signs in the sight of the people. And the 
people believed : and when they heard that 
the Lord had visited the children of Israel, 
and that he had looked upon their affliction, 
then they bowed their heads and worshipped. 

Appeal to Pharaoh . ■ •' . : ' . 

And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, 
and told Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord God 
of Israel, Let my people go, that they may 
hold a feast unto me in the wilderness. And 
Pharaoh said. Who is the Lord, that I should 
obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not 
the Lord, neither will I let Israel go. And 
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they said. The God of the Hebrews hath 
met with us: let us go, we pray thee, three 
days 5 journey into the desert, and sacrifice 
unto the Lord our God ; lest he fall upon us 
with pestilence, or with the sword. And the 
king of Egypt said unto them, Wherefore do 
ye, . Moses and Aaron, let the people from 
their works? get you unto your burdens. 
And Pharaoh said. Behold, the people of 
the land now are many, and ye make them 
rest from their burdens. And Pharaoh com- 
manded the same day the taskmasters of the 
people, and their officers, saying, Ye shall no 
more give the people straw to make brick, as 
heretofore: let them go and gather straw for 
themselves. And the tale of the bricks, which 
they did make heretofore, ye shall lay upon 
them; ye shall not diminish ought thereof: 


for they be idle; therefore they cry, saying. 
Let us go and sacrifice to our God. Let 
there more work be laid upon the men, that 
they may labour therein; and let them not 
regard vain words. 

Burdens Increased 

And the taskmasters of the people went 
out, and their officers, and they spake to the 
people, saying. Thus saith Pharaoh, I will 
not give you straw. Go ye, get you straw 
where ye can find it: yet not ought of your 
work shall be diminished. So the people 
were scattered abroad throughout all the 
land of Egypt to gather stubble instead of 
straw. And the taskmasters hasted them, 
saying. Fulfil your works, your daily tasks, 
as when there was straw. And the officers of 
the children of Israel, which Pharaoh’s task- 
masters had set over them, were beaten, and 
demanded, Wherefore have ye not fulfilled 
your task in making brick both yesterday and 
to day, as heretofore? 

Then the officers of the children of Israel 
came and cried unto Pharaoh, saying. Where- 
fore dealest thou thus with thy servants? 
There is no straw given unto thy servants, 
and they say to us, Make brick : and, behold, 
thy servants are beaten; but the fault is in 
thine own people. But he said. Ye are idle, 
ye are idle : therefore ye say. Let us go and 
do sacrifice to the Lord. Go therefore now, 
and work; for there shall no straw be given 
you, yet shall ye deliver the tale of bricks. 
And die officers of the children of Israel did 
see that they were in evil case, after it was 
said. Ye shall not minish ought from your 
bricks of your daily task. 

Appeal to God 

And they met Moses and Aaron, who 
stood in the way, as they came forth from 
Pharaoh : and they said unto them, The Lord 
look upon you, and judge; because ye have 
made our savour to be abhorred in the eyes 
of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants, 
to put a sword in their hand to slay us. And 
Moses returned unto the Lord, and said, 
Lord, wherefore hast thou so evil entreated 
this people? why is it that thou hast sent 
me? For since I came to Pharaoh to speak 
in thy name, he hath done evil to this people; 
neither hast thou delivered thy people at all. 
Then the Lord said unto Moses, Now shalt 


EXODUS 6, 16 

thou see what I will do to Pharaoh: for with 
a strong hand shall he let them go, and with 
a strong hand shall he drive them out of iris 
land. And God spake unto Moses, and said 
unto him, I am the Lord: and I appeared 
unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, 
by the name of God Almighty, but by my 
name JEHOVAH was I not known to them. 1 
And I have also established my covenant 
with them, to give them the land of Canaan, 
the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they 
were strangers. /And I have also heard the 
groaning of the children of Israel, whom the 
Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have 
remembered my covenant. Wherefore say 
unto the children of Israel, I am the Lord, 
and I will bring you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you 
out of their bondage, and I will redeem you 
with a stretched out arm, and with great 
judgments : and I will take you to me for a 
people, and I will be to you a God : and ye 
shall know that I am the Lord your God, 
which bringeth you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring 
you in unto the land, concerning the which 
I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob ; and I will give it you for an 
heritage : I am the Lord. And Moses spake 
so unto the children of Israel : but they 
hearkened not unto Moses for anguish of 
spirit, and for cruel bondage. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Go in, speak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
that he let the children of Israel go out of 
his land. And Moses spake before the Lord, 
saying, Behold, the children of Israel have 
not hearkened unto me ; how then shall Phar- 
aoh hear me, who am of uncircumcised lips? 
And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto 
Aaron, and gave them a charge unto the 
children of Israel, and unto Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, to bring the children of Israel out of 
the land of Egypt. 

Israelites in Egypt 

These be the heads of their fathers* houses : 
The sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel; 
Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi: 
these be the families of Reuben. And the 
sons of Simeon; Jemuel, and Jamin, and 
Ohad, and Jachin, and Zohar, and Shaul the 
son of a Canaanitish woman: these are the 
families of Simeon. And these are the names 


1 So much discussion has gathered round the interpretation of this passage that any footnote would be 
inadequate^. The student must be referred to the standard commentaries. Of. p. 64. 
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And of those who live on the Hudson and every other river 


of the sons of Levi according to their genera- 
tions; Gershon, and Kohath, and Merari: 
and die years of the life of Levi were an 
hundred thirty and seven years. The sons of 
Gershon; Libni, and Shimi, according to 
their families. And the sons of Kohath; 
Amram, and Izhar, and Hebron, and Uzziel : 
and the years of the life of Kohath were an 
hundred thirty and three years. And the 
sons of Merari; Mahali and Mushi: these 
are the families of Levi according to their 
generations . And Amram took him Jochebed 
his father’s sister to wife; and she bare him 
Aaron and Moses : and the years of the life 
of Amram were an hundred and thirty and 
seven years. And the sons of Izhar; Korah, 
and Nepheg, and Zichri. And the sons of 
Uzziel; Mishael, and Elzaphan, and Zithri. 
And Aaron took him Elisheba, daughter of 
Amminadab, sister of Naashon, to wife ; and 
she bare him Nadab, and Abihu, Eleazar, 
and Ithamar. And the sons of Korah; Assir, 
and Elkanah, and Abiasaph: these are the 
families of the Korhites. And Eleazar Aaron’s 
son took him one of the daughters of Putiel 
to wife; and she bare him Phinehas: these 
are the heads of the fathers of the Levites 
according to their families. These are that 
Aaron and Moses, to whom the Lord said. 
Bring out the children of Israel from the land 
of Egypt according to their armies. These 
are they which spake to Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, to bring out the children of Israel 
from Egypt : these are that Moses and Aaron. 

A Promise to Moses 

And it came to pass on the day when the 
Lord spake unto Moses in the land of Egypt, 
that the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, I 
am the Lord : speak thou unto Pharaoh king 
of Egypt aU that I say unto thee. And Moses 
said before the Lord, Behold, I am of un- 


circumcised lips, and how shall Pharaoh 
hearken unto me? And the Lord said unto 
Moses, See, I have made thee a god to 
Pharaoh: and Aaron thy brother shall be thy 
prophet. Thou shaft speak all that I com- 
mand thee: and Aaron thy brother shall 
speak unto Pharaoh, that he send the chil- 
dren of Israel out of his land. And I will 
harden Pharaoh’s heart , 1 and multiply my 
signs and my wonders in the land of Egypt, 
But Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, 
that I may lay my hand upon Egypt, and 
bring forth mine armies, and my people the 
children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt 
by great judgments. And the Egyptians shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I stretch 
forth mine hand upon Egypt, and bring out 
the children of Israel from among them. 
And Moses and Aaron did as the Lord com- 
manded them, so did they. And Moses was 
fourscore years old, and Aaron fourscore and 
three years old, when they spake unto Pharaoh. 

A Sign to Pharaoh 

And the LORD' spake unto Moses and unto 
Aaron, saying, When Pharaoh shall speak 
unto you, saying, Shew a miracle for you: 
then thou shalt say unto Aaron, Take thy 
rod, and cast it before Pharaoh, and It shall 
become a serpent. And Moses and Aaron 
went in unto Pharaoh, and they did so as the 
Lord had commanded : and Aaron cast down 
his rod before Pharaoh, and before Ms serv- 
ants, and it became a serpent. Then Pharaoh 
also called the wise men and the sorcerers: 
now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in 
like manner with their enchantments. For 
they cast down every man his rod, and they 
became serpents : but Aaron’s rod swallowed 
up their rods. And he hardened Pharaoh’s 
heart, that he hearkened not unto them; as 
the Lord had said. 

'In those days, and even among primitive and 
naturally explained, are frequently attributed to 


^ 1 Did God harden Pharaoh’s heart? Bear this in mind: 
simple people to-day, events, which could quite easily be 
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IN PHARAOH’S COURT Exodus 7 , 14— 11 , 10 

The one simple fact which shines through this strange story is that God has no com- 
petitor> and His resources are infinite . Only up to a point can the wizards of Egypt 
go. The fight against God can end only one way . 


River of Blood 

AND the Lord said unto Moses, Pharaoh’s 
heart is hardened, he refuseth to let the 
people go. Get thee unto Pharaoh in the 
morning; lo, he goeth out unto the water; 
and thou shalt stand by the river’s brink 
against he come; and the rod which was 
turned to a serpent shalt thou take in thine 
hand. And thou shalt say unto him. The 
Lord God of the Hebrews hath sent me unto 
thee, saying, Let my people go, that they 
may serve me in the wilderness : and, behold, 
hitherto thou wouldest not hear. Thus saith 
the Lord , 1 In this thou shalt know that I am 
the Lord : behold, I will smite with the rod 
that is in mine hand upon the waters which 
are in the river, and they shall be turned to 
blood. And the fish that is in the river shall 
die, and the river shall stink; and the Egyp- 
tians shall lothe to drink of the water of the 
river. And the Lord spake unto Moses, Say 
unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and stretch out 
thine hand upon the waters of Egypt, upon 
their streams, upon their rivers, and upon 
their ponds, and upon all their pools of water, 
that they may become blood; and that there 
may be blood throughout all the land of 
Egypt, both in vessels of wood, and in vessels 
of stone. 

And Moses and Aaron did so, as the Lord 
commanded; and he lifted up the rod, and 
smote the waters that were in the river, in 
the sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight of his 
servants ; and all the waters that were in the 
river were turned to blood. And the fish 
that was in the river died; and the river 
stank, and the Egyptians could not drink of 
the water of the river; and there was blood 
throughout all the land of Egypt. And the 
magicians of Egypt did so with their enchant- 
ments; and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, 
neither did he hearken unto them; as the 


Lord had said. And Pharaoh turned and 
went into his house, neither did he set his 
heart to this also. And all the Egyptians 
digged round about the river for water to 
drink; for they could not drink of the water 
of the river. And seven days were fulfilled, 
after that the Lord had smitten the river. 

Frogs 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, Go unto 
Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the 
Lord, Let my people go, that they may serve 
me. And if thou refuse to let them go, behold, 
I will smite all thy borders with frogs : and 
the river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, 
which shall go up and come into thine house, 
and into thy bedchamber, and upon thy bed, 
and into the house of thy servants, and upon 
thy people, and into thine ovens, and into 
thy kneadingtroughs : and the frogs shall 
come up both on thee, and upon thy people, 
and upon all thy servants. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, Say unto 
Aaron, Stretch forth thine hand with thy rod 
over the streams, over the rivers, and over 
the ponds, and cause frogs to come up upon 
the land of Egypt. And Aaron stretched out 
his hand over the waters of Egypt; and the 
frogs came up, and covered the land of 
Egypt. And the magicians did so with their 
enchantments, and brought up frogs upon 
the land of Egypt. 

Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, 
and said, Intreat the Lord, that he may take 
away the frogs from me, and from my people ; 
and I will let the people go, that they may 
do sacrifice unto the Lord. And Moses said 
unto Pharaoh, Glory over me: when shall I 
intreat for thee, and for thy servants, and for 
thy people, to destroy the frogs from thee and 
thy houses, that they may remain in the 
river only? And he said. To morrow. And 


God’s action by the words, ‘It is the Lord’s doing’. Such people do. not mean to dishonour God, but if 
they knew Him better they would perhaps be more careful not to' attribute ..to' Him .things' which '..contradict".' 
His nature and character. 

* So much has been written about the composition of this narrative, so many explanations have been 
offered for the wonders described in it, and so many attempts have been made to identify the Pharaoh, that 
it might be profitable to inquire what the picture means. To the Israelites God was, before their eyes, in 
life.. .and' action, revealing' Himself as their. Champion. He was challenging Pharaoh on his own ground. He 
was: making' it clear ■ to ■ mankind, '"once and for .all, that throughout all the earth. He was supreme. Unless 
the record is to us, also, a revelation, it is of little interest or value. 
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he said, Be it according to thy word: that 
thou mayest know that there is none like 
unto the Lord our God. And the frogs shall 
depart from thee, and from thy houses, and 
from thy servants, and from thy people; 
they shall remain in the river only. And 
Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh: 
and Moses cried unto the Lord because of 
the frogs which he had brought against Phar- 
aoh. And the Lord did according to the 
word of Moses; and the frogs died out of 
the houses, out of the villages, and out of the 
fields. And they gathered them together upon 
heaps : and the land stank. But when Pharaoh 
saw that there was respite, he hardened his 
heart, and hearkened not unto them; as the 
Lord had said. 

Lice 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Say unto 
Aaron, Stretch out thy rod, and smite the 
dust of the land, that it may become lice 
throughout all the land of Egypt. And they 
did so ; for Aaron stretched out his hand with 
his rod, and smote the dust of the earth, and 
it became lice in man, and in beast; all the 
dust of the land became lice throughout all 
the land of Egypt. And the magicians did 
so with their enchantments to bring forth 
lice, but they could not: so there were lice 
upon man, and upon beast. Then the magi- 
cians said unto Pharaoh, This is the finger of 
God : and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and 
he hearkened not unto them; as the Lord 
had said. 

Plies 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Rise up 
early in the morning, and stand before Phar- 
aoh; lo, he cometh forth to the water; and 
say unto him. Thus saith the Lord, Let my 
people go, that they may serve me. Else, if 
thou wilt not let my people go, behold, I 
will send swarms of flies upon thee, and upon 
thy servants, and upon thy people, and into 
thy houses: and the houses of the Egyptians 
shall be full of swarms of flies, and also the 
ground whereon they are. And I will sever 
in that day the land of Goshen, in which my 
people dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be 
there; to the end thou mayest know that I 
am the Lord in the midst of the earth. And 
I will put a division between my people and 
thy people: to morrow shall this sign be. And 
the Lord did so; and there came a grievous 


swarm of flies into the house of Pharaoh, and 
into his servants’ houses, and into all the 
land of Egypt: the land was corrupted by 
reason of the swarm of flies. 

And Pharaoh called for Moses and for 
Aaron, and said. Go ye, sacrifice to your 
God in the land. And Moses said. It is not 
meet so to do; for we shall sacrifice the 
abomination of the Egyptians to the Lord 
our God: lo, shall we sacrifice the abomina- 
tion of the Egyptians before their eyes, and 
will they not stone us ? We will go three days’ 
journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice to 
the Lord our God, as he shall command us. 
And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, that ye 
may sacrifice to the Lord your God in the 
wilderness; only ye shall not go very far 
away: intreat for me. And Moses said. Be- 
hold, I go out from thee, and I will intreat 
the Lord that the swarms of flies may depart 
from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from 
his people, to morrow: but let not Pharaoh 
deal deceitfully any more in not letting the 
people go to sacrifice to the Lord, And 
Moses went out from Pharaoh, and intreated 
the Lord. And the Lord did according to 
the word of Moses; and he removed the 
swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his serv- 
ants, and from his people; there remained 
not one. And Pharaoh hardened his heart 
at this time also, neither would he let the 
people go. 

An Epidemic 

Then the Lord said unto Moses, Go in 
unto Pharaoh, and tell him, Thus saith the 
Lord God of the Hebrews, Let my people 
go, that they may serve me. For if thou 
refuse to let them go, and wilt hold them still, 
behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thy 
cattle which is in the field, upon the horses, 
upon the asses, upon the camels, upon the 
oxen, and upon the sheep; there shaE be a 
very grievous murrain. And the Lord shall 
sever between the cattle of Israel and the 
cattle of Egypt: and there shall nothing die 
of all that is the children’s of Israel. And the 
Lord appointed a set time, saying. To mor- 
row the Lord shaH do this thing in the land. 
And the Lord did that thing on the morrow, 
and aE the cattle of Egypt died; but of the 
cattle of the children of Israel died not one. 
And Pharaoh sent, and, behold, there was 
not one of the cattle of the Israelites dead. 
And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and 
he did not let the people go. 
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THE ROUTE OF THE EXODUS FROM EGYPT TO SINAI 
Nothing remains to mark with certainty the places where the Israelites camped on 
their journey > except Sinai> and the identity of this mountain is not beyond question . 
We have followed the traditional route of the march and accepted the generally favoured 
situation of Sinai because there does not appear to be sufficient definite information to 
justify departure from them. An alternative route takes a more easterly direction . 
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Boils 

And the Lord said unto Moses and unto 
Aaron* Take to you handfuls of |shes of the 
furnace* and let Moses sprinkle it toward 
the heaven in the sight of Pharaoh. And it 
shall become small dust in all the land of 
Egypt* and shall be a boil breaking forth 
with blains upon man* and upon beast* 
throughout all the land of Egypt. And they 
took ashes of the furnace* and stood before 
Pharaoh; and Moses sprinkled it up toward 
heaven; and it became a boil breaking forth 
with blains upon man* and upon beast. And 
the magicians could not stand before Moses 
because of the boils; for the boil was upon 
the magicians* and upon all the Egyptians. 
And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh* 
and he hearkened not unto them; as the 
Lord had spoken unto Moses. 

Hail 

And the Lord said unto Moses* Rise 
up early in the morning* and stand before 
Pharaoh* and say unto him* Thus saith the 
Lord God of the Hebrews* Let my people 
go* that they may serve me. For I will at 
this time send all" my plagues upon thine 
heart* and upon thy servants* and upon thy 
people; that thou mayest know that there is 
none like me in ail the earth. For now I will 
stretch out my hand, that 1 may smite thee 
and thy people with pestilence; and thou 
shalt be cut off from the earth. And in very 
deed for this cause have I raised thee up* for 
to shew in thee my power; and that my name 
may be declared throughout all the earth. 
As yet exaltest thou thyself against my people* 
that thou wilt not let them go ? Behold, to 
morrow about this time 1 will cause it to rain 
a very grievous hail, such as hath not been 
in Egypt since the foundation thereof even 
until now. Send therefore now* and gather 
thy cattle* and all that thou hast in the field; 
for upon every man and beast which shall be 
found in the field* and shall not be brought 
home* the hail shall come down upon them* 
and they shall die. He that feared the word 
of the Lord among the servants of Pharaoh 
made his servants and his cattle flee into the 
houses: and he that regarded not the word 
of the Lord left his servants and his cattle 
in the field. 

And the Lord said unto Moses* Stretch 
forth thine hand toward heaven* that there 
may be hail in all the land of Egypt* upon 
man* and upon beast* and upon every herb 


of the field, throughout the land of Egypt. 
And Moses stretched forth his rod toward 
heaven : and the Lord sent thunder and hail, 
and the fire ran along upon the ground; and 
the Lord rained hail upon the land of Egypt, 
So there was hail* and fire mingled with the 
hail, very grievous, such as there was none 
like it in all the land of Egypt since it became 
a nation. And the hail smote throughout all 
the land of Egypt all that was in the field, 
both man and beast; and the hail smote every 
herb of the field* and brake every tree of the 
field. Only in the land of Goshen* where the 
children of Israel were* was there no hail. 

And Pharaoh sent* and called for Moses 
and Aaron* and said unto them, I have sinned 
this time: the Lord is righteous, and I and 
my people are wicked. Intreat the Lord (for 
it is enough) that there be no more mighty 
thunderings and hail; and I will let you go, 
and ye shall stay no longer. And Moses said 
unto him* As soon as I am gone out of the 
city* I will spread abroad my hands unto the 
Lord; and the thunder shall cease* neither 
shall there be any more hail; that thou may- 
est know how that the earth is the Lord’s, 
But as for thee and thy servants* I know that 
ye will not yet fear the Lord God. And the 
flax and the barley was smitten : for the barley 
was in the ear* and the flax was boiled. But 
the wheat and the rie were not smitten: for 
they were not grown up. And Moses went 
out of the city from Pharaoh, and spread 
abroad his hands unto the Lord; and the 
thunders and hail ceased* and the rain was 
not poured upon the earth. And when Phar- 
aoh saw that the rain and the hail and the 
thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more* 
and hardened his heart* he and his servants. 
And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened* 
neither would he let the children of Israel 
go; as the Lord had spoken by Moses. 

Locusts 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Go in 
unto Pharaoh : for I have hardened his heart* 
and the heart of his servants* that I might 
shew these my signs before him: and that 
thou mayest tell in the ears of thy son, and of 
thy son’s son* what things I have wrought 
in Egypt* and my signs which I have done 
among them; that ye may know how that 
I am the Lord. And Moses and Aaron came 
In unto Pharaoh, and said unto him* Thus 
saith the Lord God of the Hebrews, How 
long wilt thou refuse to humble thyself 
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before me? let my people go, that they may 
serve me. Else, if thou refuse to let my 
people go, behold, to morrow will I bring 
the locusts into thy coast: and they shall 
cover the face of the earth, that one cannot 
be able to see the earth: and they shall eat 
the residue of that which is escaped, which 
remained! unto you from the hail, and shall 
eat every tree which groweth for you out of 
the field: and they shall fill thy houses, and 
the houses of all thy servants, and the houses 
of all the Egyptians; which neither thy 
fathers, nor thy fathers’ fathers have seen, 
since the day that they were upon the earth 
unto this day. And he turned himself, and 
went out from Pharaoh. And Pharaoh’s 
servants said unto him, How long shall this 
man be a snare unto us? let the men go, that 
they may serve the Lord their God : knowest 
thou not yet that Egypt is destroyed? And 
Moses and Aaron were brought again unto 
Pharaoh : and he said unto them. Go, serve 
the Lord your God : but who are they that 
shall go? And Moses said, We will go with 
our young and with our old, with our sons 
and with our daughters, with our flocks and 
with our herds will we go; for we must hold 
a feast unto the Lord. And he said unto 
them. Let the Lord be so with you, as I will 
let you go, and your little ones: look to it; 
for evil is before you. Not so: go now ye 
that are men, and serve the Lord; for that 
ye did desire. And they were driven out from 
Pharaoh’s presence. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch 
out thine hand over the land of Egypt for 
the locusts, that they may come up upon the 
land of Egypt, and eat every herb of the land, 
even all that the hail hath left. And Moses 
stretched forth his rod over the land of 
Egypt, and the Lord brought an east wind 
upon the land all that day, and all that night; 
and when it was morning, the east wind 
brought the locusts. And the locusts went 
up over all the land of Egypt, and rested in 
all the coasts of Egypt: very grievous were 
they; before them there were no such locusts 
as they, neither after them shall be such. 
For they covered the face of the whole earth, 
so that the land was darkened; and they did 
eat every herb of the land, and all the fruit 
of the trees which the hail had left : and there 
remained not any green thing in the trees, or 
in the herbs of the field, through all the land 
of Egypt. 

Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron 


in haste; and he said, I have sinned against 
the Lord your God, and against you. Now 
therefore forgive, I pray thee, my sin only 
this once, and intreat the Lord your God, 
that he may take away from me this death 
only. And he went out from Pharaoh, and 
intreated the Lord. And the Lord turned 
a mighty strong west wind, which took away 
the locusts, and cast them into the Red sea; 
there remained not one locust in all the coasts 
of Egypt. But the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s 
heart, so that he would not let the children 
of Israel go. 

Darkness 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch 
out thine hand toward heaven, that there 
may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even 
darkness which may be felt.. And Moses 
stretched forth his hand toward heaven ; and 
there was a thick darkness in all the land of 
Egypt three days : They saw not one another, 
neither rose any from Ms place for three days : 
but all the cMldren of Israel had light in their 
dwellings. 

And Pharaoh called unto Moses, and said. 
Go ye, serve the Lord; only let your flocks 
and your herds be stayed : let your little ones 
also go with you. And Moses said. Thou 
must give us also sacrifices and burnt offer- 
ings, that we may sacrifice unto the Lord 
our God. Our cattle also shall go with us; 
there shall not an hoof be left behind; for 
thereof must we take to serve the Lord our 
God; and we know not with what we must 
serve the Lord, until we come thither. 

But the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, 
and he would not let them go. And Pharaoh 
said unto him, Get thee from me, take heed 
to thyself, see my face no more; for in that 
day thou seest my face thou shalt die. And 
Moses said. Thou hast spoken well, I will 
see thy face again no more. 

Death of Firstborn 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Yet will 
I bring one plague more upon Pharaoh, and 
upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go 
hence: when he shall let you go, he shall 
surely thrust you out hence altogether. Speak 
now in the ears of the people, and let every 
man borrow of Ms neighbour, and every 
woman of her neighbour, jewels of silver, 
and jewels of gold. And the Lord gave the 
people favour in the sight of the Egyptians. 
Moreover the man Moses was very great in 


73 


the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s 
servants, and in the sight of the people. 

And Moses said. Thus saith the Lord, 
About midnight will I go out into the midst 
of Egypt ; and all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh 
that sitteth upon his throne, even unto the 
firstborn of the maidservant that is behind 
the mill; and all the firstborn of beasts. And 
there shall be a great cry throughout all the 
land of Egypt, such as there was none like it, 
nor shall be like it any more. But against 
any of the children of Israel shall not a dog 
move his tongue, against man or beast: that 


ye may know how that the Lord doth put a 
difference between the Egyptians and Israel, 
And all these thy servants shall come down 
unto me, and bow down themselves unto me, 
saying. Get thee out, and all the people that 
follow thee : and after that I will go out. And 
he went out from Pharaoh in a great anger. 
And the Lord said unto Moses, Pharaoh 
shall not hearken unto you ; that my wonders 
may be multiplied in the land of Egypt. And 
Moses and Aaron did all these wonders be- 
fore Pharaoh: and the Lord hardened Phar- 
aoh’s heart, so that he would not let the 
children of Israel go out of his land. 


IN THE HOMES OF SLAVES Exodus 12, i— 13, 16 

From the Court of Pharaoh to the homes of slaves came the Leader of Mankind looking 
for those who had not hardened their hearts against Him. Where He finds people who 
have put their trust in Him, though they be simple folk in humble dwellings. He gives 
them a token of His love which, outside their doors, cm hardly be believed. 


AND the Lord spake unto Moses and 
Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying. This 
month shall be unto you the beginning of 
months: it shall be the first month of the 
year to you. Speak ye unto all the congrega- 
tion of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of 
this month they shall take to them every 
man a lamb, according to the house of their 
fathers, a lamb for an house : and if the house- 
hold be too little for the lamb, let him and 
his neighbour next unto his house take it 
according to the number of the souls; every 
man according to his eating shall make your 
count for the lamb. Your lamb shall be 
without blemish, a male of the first year: ye 
shall take it out from the sheep, or from the 
goats : and ye shall keep it up until the four- 
teenth day of the same month : and the whole 
assembly of the congr egation of I srael shall kill 
it in the evening. And they shall take of the 
blood, and strike it on the two side posts and 
on the upper door post of the houses, wherein 
they shall eat it. And they shall eat the flesh 
in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened 
bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat 
it. Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with 
water, but roast with fire; his head with his 
legs, and with the purtenance thereof. And 
ye shall let nothing of it remain until the 
morning; and that which remained! of it until 
the morning ye shall bum with fire. 

And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins 
girded* your shoes on your feet, and your 
staff in your hand; and ye shall eat It in haste : 


it is the Lord’s passover. pot I wiH pass 
through the land of Egypt this night, and 
will smite all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both man and beast; and against all 
the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: 
I am the Lord, And the blood shall be to 
you for a token upon the houses where ye 
are: and when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you, and the plague shall not be upon 
you to destroy you, when I smite the land 
of Egypt. And this day shall be unto you 
for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast 
to the Lord throughout your generations; 
ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for 
ever. Seven days shall ye eat unleavened 
bread; even the first day ye shall put away 
leaven out of your houses: for whosoever 
eateth leavened bread from the first day until 
the seventh day, that soul shall be cut off 
from Israel. And in the first day there shall 
be an holy convocation, and in the seventh 
day there shall be an holy convocation to 
you; no manner of work shall be done in 
them, save that which every man must eat, 
that only may be done of you. And ye shall 
observe the feast of unleavened bread; for 
in this selfsame day have I brought your 
armies out of the land of Egypt; therefore 
shall ye observe this day in your generations 
by an ordinance for ever. 

In the first month, on the fourteenth day 
of the month at even, ye shall eat unleavened 
bread, until the one and twentieth day of the 
month at even. Seven days shall there be no 


leaven found in your houses: for whosoever 
eateth that which is leavened, even that soul 
shall be cut off from the congregation of 
Israel, whether he be a stranger, or bom in 
the land. Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in 
ah your habitations shall ye eat unleavened 
bread. 

Passover Sign 

Then Moses called for all the elders of 
Israel,, and said unto them. Draw out and 
take you a lamb according to your families, 
and kill the passover. And ye shall take a 
bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that 
is in the bason, and strike the lintel and the 
two side posts with the blood that is in 
the bason; and none of you shall go out at the 
door of his house until the morning. For the 
Lord will pass through to smite the Egyp- 
tians; and when he seeth the blood upon the 
lintel, and on the two side posts, the Lord 
will pass over the door, and will not suffer 
the destroyer to come in unto your houses 
to smite you. And ye shall observe this thing 
for an ordinance to thee and to thy sons for 
ever. And it shall come to pass, when ye be 
come to the land which the Lord will give 
you, according as he hath promised, that ye 
shall keep this service. And it shall come 
to pass, when your children shall say unto 
you. What mean ye by this 'service? That 
ye shall say. It is the sacrifice of the Lord’s 
passover , 1 who passed over the houses of the 
children of Israel in Egypt, when he smote 
the Egyptians, and delivered our houses. 
And the people bowed the head and wor- 
shipped. And the children of Israel went 


EXODUS 12, 37 

away, and did as the Lord had commanded 
Moses and Aaron, so did they* 

The Passover Night 

And it came to pass, that at midnight the 
Lord smote all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that 
sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the 
captive that was in the dungeon; and all the 
firstborn of cattle. And Pharaoh rose up in 
the night, he, and all his servants, and all 
the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in 
Egypt ; for there was not a house where there 
was not one dead. 

And he called for Moses and Aaron, by 
night, and said, Rise up, and get you forth 
from among my people, both ye and the 
children of Israel; and go, serve the Lord, 
as ye have said. Also take your flocks and 
your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; 
and bless me also. And the Egyptians were 
urgent upon the people, that they might send 
them out of the land in haste; for they said. 
We be all dead men. And the people took 
their dough before it was leavened, their 
kneadingtroughs being bound up in their 
clothes upon their shoulders. And the chil- 
dren of Israel did according to the word of 
Moses; and they borrowed of the Egyptians 
jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and rai- 
ment : and the Lord gave the people favour 
in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they 
lent unto them such things as they required. 
And they spoiled the Egyptians. 

The Passover People 

And the children of Israel journeyed from 
Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred 


s We must pause for a moment at this point, because it was during a celebration of this festival that our 
Lord was crucified, and it has always been the faith of Christians that this association of events was more than 
a coincidence. The Apostle Paul speaks of "Christ our Passover’ (i Cor. 5, 7), and our Lord Himself, when 
He sat at meat with His disdples at the Last Supper on the eve of the Passover, used words which justify the 
expression. He definitely linked His approaching death with the sacrifice which they, and all Israel, had 
come to Jerusalem to offer, though at the time the disciples did not realize they were about to see the Passover 
of their religion as the altar steps to a more amazing revelation. 

For the Passover of the Exodus must be viewed not as an isolated incident in the history of Israel, but as 
the beginning of a progressive revelation which reached its fulfilment or completion in Christ. The Passover 
of Israel became the Passion of Redemption for all mankind, and the revelation which runs through the whole 
course of its development is nothing less than that of the fact and means of human salvation — of God’s gracious 
way of enabling man to reach his divine destiny. The point comes out clearly if we look at the setting of the 
revelation in the two Passover pictures already mentioned — the house with the blood-stained lintels, and the 
house with the upper room. How often the Bible turns our eyes towards homes, particularly to the homes of 
lowly people. Perhaps some day we shall discover that all the secrets of heaven are hidden in our homes. 
However, here are two homes, or rather two home scenes, one an out-of-door, and the other an in-door 
picture, each making its own contribution to the Passover revelation. The first gives the idea of Divine 
Protection, and of deliverance from death. The second carries the thought to deliverance from sin, and 
passes on to the idea of Divine Provision for the growth, development, and perfecting of the spirit of man. 
God, who in one picture is watching over the homes of His people, in the other is with them in the home, 
guiding their thoughts and inspiring their fellowship. In a word, the God of the Passover is the God of our 
salvation, and this salvation is more than security from all our fears; it is access to a heavenly feast and com- 
munion in a heavenly fellowship. 
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EXODUS 12, 37 

thousand on foot that were men, beside 
children. And a mixed multitude went up 
also with them, and flocks, and herds, even 
very much cattle. And they baked un- 
leavened cakes of the dough which they 
brought forth out of Egypt, for it was not 
leavened; because they were thrust out of 
Egypt, and could not tarry, neither had they 
prepared for themselves any victual. 

Now the sojourning of the children of Is- 
rael, who dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred 
and thirty years. And it came to pass at the 
end of the four hundred and thirty years, 
even the selfsame day it came to pass, that 
all the hosts of the Lord went out from the 
land of Egypt. It Is a night to be much 
observed unto the Lord for bringing them 
out from the land of Egypt : this is that night 
of the Lord to be observed of all the children 
of Israel in their generations. 

The Passover Story 

And the Lord said unto Moses and Aaron, 
This is the ordinance of the passover : There 
shall no stranger eat thereof : but every man’s 
servant that Is bought for money, when thou 
hast circumcised him, then shall he eat there- 
of. A foreigner and an hired servant shall 
not eat thereof. In one house shall it be 
eaten; thou shalt not carry forth ought of 
the flesh abroad out of the house; neither 
shall ye break a bone thereof. All the con- 
gregation of Israel shall keep it. And when 
a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and will 
keep the passover to the Lord, let all his 
males be circumcised, and then let him come 
near and keep it; and he shall be as one that 
is bom in the land: for no uncircumcised 
person shall eat thereof. One law shall be to 
him that is homebom, and unto the stranger 
that sojoumeth among you. Thus did all the 
children of Israel; as the Lord commanded 
Moses and Aaron, so did they. And it came 
to pass the selfsame day, that the Lord did 
bring the children of Israel out of the land 
of Egypt by their armies. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, whatso- 
ever openeth the womb among the children 
of Israel, both of man and of beast: it is 
mine. 

And Moses said unto the people, Remem- 
ber this day, in which ye came out from 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage; for by 


strength of hand the Lord brought you out 
from this place: there shall no leavened 
bread be eaten. This day came ye out in the 
month Abib. 

And it shall be when the Lord shall bring 
thee into the land of the Canaanites, and the 
Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites, which he sware unto thy 
fathers to give thee, a land flowing with milk 
and honey, that thou shalt keep this service 
in this month. Seven days thou shalt eat un- 
leavened bread, and in the seventh day shall 
be a feast to the Lord. Unleavened bread 
shall be eaten seven days; and there shall no 
leavened bread be seen with thee, neither 
shall there be leaven seen with thee in all 
thy quarters. 

And thou shalt shew thy son in that day, 
saying, This is done because of that which 
the Lord did unto me when I came forth 
out of Egypt. And it shall be for a sign unto 
thee upon thine hand, and for a memorial 
between thine eyes, that the Lord’s law may 
be in thy mouth : for with a strong hand hath 
the Lord brought thee out of Egypt. Thou 
shalt therefore keep this ordinance in his 
season from year to year. 

And it shall be when the Lord shall bring 
thee into the land of the Canaanites, as he 
sware unto thee and to thy fathers, and shall 
give it thee, that thou shalt set apart unto 
the Lord all that openeth the matrix, and 
every firstling that cometh of a beast which 
thou hast; the males shall be the Lord’s. 
And every firstling of an ass thou shalt re- 
deem with a lamb; and if thou wilt not 
redeem it, then thou shalt break Ms neck: 
and all the firstborn of man among thy 
children shalt thou redeem. 

And it shall be when thy son asketh thee 
in time to come, saying. What is this? that 
thou shalt say unto him. By strength of hand 
the Lord brought us out from Egypt, from 
the house of bondage : and It came to pass, 
when Pharaoh would hardly let us go, that 
the Lord slew all the firstborn in the land 
of Egypt, both the firstborn of man, and the 
firstborn of beast : therefore I sacrifice to the 
Lord all that openeth the matrix, being 
males; but all the firstborn of my children 
I redeem. And it shall be for a token upon 
thine hand, and for frontlets between thine 
eyes: for by strength of hand the Lord 
brought us forth out of Egypt. 
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THE REVELATION BY THE SEA 

EXODUS CHAPTERS 13, 17 — 15^ 21 

A leader must prove his ability to lead) and give evidence of his power to carry through 
his plans against unforeseen difficulties and overwhelming opposition . But has any one , 
save God , ever brought His people so victoriously out of such a situation as faced Israel 
on the shores of the Red or Reedy Sea? 


On the Way to the Sea 

AND it came to pass, when Pharaoh had 
let the people go, that God led them not 
through the way of the land of the Philistines, 
although that was near, for God said. Lest 
peradventure the people repent when they 
see war, and they return to Egypt: but God 
led the people about, through the way of the 
wilderness of the Red sea : and the children 
of Israel went up harnessed out of the land 
of Egypt. And Moses took the bones of 
Joseph with him : for he had straitly sworn 
the children of Israel, saying, God will surely 
visit you; and ye shall carry up my bones 
away hence with you. 

The Camp by the Sea 

And they took their journey from Succoth, 
and encamped in Etham, in the edge of the 
wilderness. And the Lord went before them 
by day in a pillar of a cloud , 1 to lead them 
the way; and by night in a pillar 1 of fire, to 
give them light; to go by day and night: He 
took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, 
nor the pillar of fire by night, from before 
the people. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto the children of Israel, that they 


turn and encamp before Pi-hahiroth, between 
Migdol and the sea, over against Baal-ze- 
phon: before it shall ye encamp by the sea. 
For Pharaoh will say of the children of Is- 
rael, They are entangled in the land, the 
wilderness hath shut them in. And I will 
harden Pharaoh’s heart, that he shall follow 
after them; and I will be honoured upon 
Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that the 
Egyptians may know that I am the Lord. 
And they did so. 

Pharaoh's Advancing Host 

And it was told the king of Egypt that the 
people fled: and the heart of Pharaoh and 
of his servants was turned against the people, 
and they said. Why have we done this, that 
we have let Israel go from serving us ? And 
he made ready his chariot, and took his 
people with him: and he took six hundred 
chosen chariots, and all the chariots of 
Egypt, and captains over every one of them. 
And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt, and he pursued after the 
children of Israel : and the children of Israel 
went out with an high hand. But the Egyp- 
tians pursued after them, all the horses and 
chariots of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and 


1 If a natural explanation must be found for these beautiful symbols of God’s gui da nce the most likely 
is that which says Sinai was at this time an active volcano. Its columns of smoke and fire could be seen for 
miles over the desert, and would be like a beacon signal given by the God of Sinai to those who were seeking 
their way to Him. There are obvious objections to this as to every other attempt to explain the mystery. 
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EXODUS 14, 9 

his army, and overtook them encamping by 
the sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, before Baal- 
zephon. 

Israel's Fear 

And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the chil- 
dren of Israel lifted tip their eyes, and, be- 
hold, the Egyptians marched after them; and 
they were sore afraid: and the children of 
Israel cried out unto the Lord. And they said 
unto Moses, Because there were no graves 
in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in 
the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt 
thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? 
Is not this the word that we did tell thee in 
Egypt, saying. Let us alone, that we may 
serve. the Egyptians? For it had been better 
for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we 
should die in the wilderness. 

And Moses said unto the people. Fear ye 
not, stand still, and see the salvation of the 
Lord, which he will shew to you to day : for 
the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye 
shall see them again no more for ever. The 
Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold 
your peace. 

A Way through the Sea 

And the Lord' said unto Moses, Wherefore 
criest thou unto me? speak unto the children 
of Israel, that they go forward : But lift thou 
up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over 
the sea, and divide it: and the children of 
Israel shall go on dry ground through the 
midst of the sea. And I, behold, I will 
harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they 
shall follow them: and I will get me honour 
upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon 
his chariots, and upon his horsemen. And 
the Egyptians shall know that I am the 
Lord, when I have gotten me honour upon 
Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his 
horsemen. 

And the angel of God, which went before 
the camp of Israel, removed and went behind 
them; and the pillar of the cloud went from 
before their face, and stood behind them: 
and it came between the camp of the Egyp- 
tians and the camp of Israel; and it was a 
cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light 
by night to these: so that the one came not 


near the other all the night. And Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea; and the 
Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong 
east wind all that night, and made the sea 
dry land, and the waters were divided. And 
the children of Israel went into the midst of 
the sea upon the dry ground: and the waters 
were a wall unto them on their right hand, 
and on their left. 

On the Sea-shore 

And the Egyptians pursued, and went In 
after them to the midst of the sea, even all 
Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and Ms horse- 
men. And it came to pass, that in the morn- 
ing watch the Lord looked unto the host of 
the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and 
of the cloud, and troubled the host of the 
Egyptians, and took off their chariot wheels, 
that they drave them heavily: so that the 
Egyptians said. Let us flee from the face of 
Israel; for the Lord fighteth for them against 
the Egyptians. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch 
out thine hand over the sea, that the waters 
may come again upon the Egyptians, upon 
their chariots, and upon their horsemen. 
And Moses stretched forth his hand over 
the sea, and the sea returned to Ms strength 
when the morning appeared; and the Egyp- 
tians fled against it; and the Lord overthrew 
the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. And 
the waters returned, and covered the chariots, 
and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh 
that came into the sea after them ; there re- 
mained not so much as one of them. But the 
children of Israel walked upon dry land in 
the midst of the sea; and the waters were 
a wall unto them on their right hand, and 
on their left. Thus the Lord saved Israel 1 
that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; 
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the 
sea shore. And Israel saw that great work 
which the Lord did upon the Egyptians : and 
the people feared the Lord, and believed the 
Lord, and his servant Moses. 

Song of Deliverance 

Then sang Moses and the children of Is- 
rael this song unto the Lord, and spake, 
saying. 


1 The Lord saved Israel. To attempt to explain the matter In any other way, or go beyond the simple 
statements of the narrative seems unfitting, when the world to-day is full of the marvellous things men can 
ao with so little knowledge of nature’s forces. 



Great Oceans , trackless , vast and wild, obey His Will 


I WILL sing unto the Lord, for he 
hath triumphed gloriously: 

The horse and his rider hath he 
thrown into the sea. 

The Lord is my strength and song. 

And he is become my salvation: 

He is my God, and I will prepare him an 
habitation; 

My father’s God, and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a man of war : 

The Lord is his name. 

Pharaoh’s chariots and his host hath he 
cast into the sea: 

His chosen captains also are drowned in 
the Red sea. 

The depths have covered them: 

They sank into the bottom as a stone. 
Thy right hand, O Lord, is become 
glorious in power: 

Thy right hand, O Lord, hath dashed in 
pieces the enemy* 

And in the greatness of thine excellency 
thou hast overthrown them that rose up 
against thee : 

Thou sentest forth thy wrath, which con- 
sumed them as stubble. 

And with' the blast of thy nostrils the 
waters were gathered together. 

The floods stood upright as an heap. 

And the depths were congealed in the 
heart of the sea. 

The enemy said, 

I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide 
the spoil; 

My lust shall be satisfied upon them; 

I will draw my sword, my hand shall 
destroy them. 

Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea 
covered them: 

They sank as lead in the mighty waters. 
Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the 
gods? 


Who is like thee, glorious in holiness, 

Fearful in praises, doing wonders? 

Thou stretchedst out thy right hand, 

The earth swallowed them. 

Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the 
people which thou hast redeemed: 

Thou hast guided them in thy strength 
unto thy holy habitation. 

The people shall hear, and be afraid: 

Sorrow shall take hold on the inhabitants 
of Palestina. 

Then the dukes of Edom shall be amazed; 

The mighty men of Moab, trembling shall 
take hold upon them; 

All the inhabitants of Canaan shall melt 
away. 

Fear and dread shall fall upon them; 

By the greatness of thine arm they shall 
be as still as a stone; 

Till thy people pass over, O Lord, 

Till the people pass over, which thou hast 
purchased. 

Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them 
in the mountain of thine inheritance, 

In the place, O Lord, which thou hast 
made for thee to dwell in. 

In the Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy 
hands have established. 

The Lord shall reign for ever and ever. 

For the horse of Pharaoh went in with his 
chariots and with his horsemen into the sea, 
and the Lord brought again the waters of 
the sea upon them; but the children of Israel 
went on dry land in the midst of the sea. 
And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of 
Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand ; and all the 
women went out after her with timbrels and 
with dances. And Miriam answered them, 

Sing ye to the Lord, for he hath triumphed 
gloriously; 

The horse and his rider hath he thrown 
into the sea. 
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THE REVELATION IN THE WILDERNESS 

EXODUS CHAPTERS 1 5 , 22-1 8 , 27 

We strike the path of the onward march of Humanity, God’s company of slaves leading 
on, but we are more fortunate than they, for we know whither the way leads. Still, we 
need as they did, the help of Heaven to carry on, and it is not lacking. 


Waters of Mar ah 
SO Moses brought Israel from the Red 
sea , and they went out into the wilderness 
of Shur; and they went three days in the 
wilderness, and found no water. And when 
they came to Marah, they could not drink 
of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter: 
therefore the name of it was called Marah. 
And the people murmured against Moses, 
saying. What shall we drink? And he cried 
unto the Lord; and the Lord shewed him 
a tree, which when he had cast into the 
waters, the waters were made sweet: there 
he made for them a statute and an ordinance, 
and there he proved them, and said. If thou 
wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the 
Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is 
right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his 
commandments, and keep all his statutes, 
I will put none of these diseases upon thee, 
which I have brought upon the Egyptians: 
for I am the Lord that healeth thee. 

Wells of E lint 

And they came to Elim, where were twelve 
wells 1 of water, and threescore and ten palm 
trees : and they encamped there by the waters. 

Mama 

And they took their journey from Elim, 
and all the congregation of the children of 
Israel came unto the wilderness of Sin, which 
is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth 
day of the second month after their depart- 
ing out of the land of Egypt. And the whole 
congregation of the children of Israel mur- 
mured against Moses and Aaron in the wilder- 
ness: and the children of Israel said unto 
them, Would to God we had died by the 
hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when 
we sat by the flesh pots, and when we did 
eat bread to the full; for ye have brought us 
forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole 
assembly with hunger. 


Then said the Lord unto Moses, Behold, 
I will rain bread from heaven for you; and 
the people shall go out and gather a certain 
rate every day, that I may prove them, 
whether they will walk in my law, or no. 
And it shall come to pass, that on the sixth 
day they shall prepare that which they bring 
in; and it shall be twice as much as they 
gather daily. And Moses and Aaron said 
unto all the children of Israel, At even, then 
ye shall know that the Lord hath brought 
you out from the land of Egypt : and in the 
morning, then ye shall see the glory of the 
Lord; for that he heareth your murmurings 
against the Lord ; and what are we, that ye 
murmur against us? And Moses said. This 
shall be, when the Lord shall give you in 
the evening flesh to eat, and in the morning 
bread to the full; for that the Lord heareth 
your murmurings which ye murmur against 
him : and what are we? your murmurings are 
not against us, but against the Lord. 

And Moses spake unto Aaron, Say unto 
all the congregation of the children of Israel, 
Come near before the Lord: for he hath 
heard your murmurings. And it came to 
pass, as Aaron spake unto the whole con- 
gregation of the children of Israel, that they 
looked toward the wilderness, and, behold, 
the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 

And "the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
I have heard the murmurings of the children 
of Israel : speak unto them, saying, At even 
ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall 
be filled with bread ; and ye shall know that I 
am the Lord your God. And it came to pass, 
that at even the quails 3 came up, and covered 
the camp : and in the morning the dew lay 
round about the host. And when the dew that 
lay was gone up, behold, upon the face of the 
wilderness there lay a small round thing, as 
small as the hoar frost on the ground. 

And when the children of Israel saw it, 
they said one to another. It is manna : 3 for 


^ The G°d of the sea and the rivers is the God, too, of the wells and springs. 

Quails, or partridges, in the early months of the year, fly in great numbers over this desert waste, and 
are often so exhausted that they are easily caught. 

3 Tbere 1S a shrub in the peninsula which, in the early summer, exudes heavy drops of sap or gum 
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they wist not what it was. And Moses said 
unto them* This is the bread which the Lord 
hath given you to eat. This is the thing which 
the Lord hath commanded* Gather of it 
every man according to his eating* an omer 1 
for every man* according to the number of 
your persons; take ye every man for them 
which are in his tents. And the children of 
Israel did so* and gathered* some more* some 
less. And when they did mete it with an 
omer* he that gathered much had nothing 
over* and he that gathered little had no lack; 
they gathered every man according to his 
eating. And Moses said* Let no man leave 
of it till the morning. Notwithstanding they 
hearkened not unto Moses ; but some of them 
left of it until the morning* and it bred 
worms* and stank: and Moses was wroth 
with them. And they gathered it every 
morning* every man according to his eating: 
and when the sun waxed hot* it melted. 

And it came to pass* that on the sixth day 
they gathered twice as much bread* two 
omers for one man: and all the rulers of the 
congregation came and told Moses. And he 
said unto them* This is that which the Lord 
hath said* To morrow is the rest of the holy 
sabbath unto the Lord : bake that which ye 
will bake to day* and seethe that ye will 
seethe; and that which remaineth over lay 
up for you to be kept until the morning. 
And they laid it up till the morning* as Moses 
bade ; and it did not stink* neither was there 
any worm therein. And Moses said* Eat that 
to day; for to day is a sabbath unto the Lord : 
to day ye shall not find it in the field. Six 
days ye shall gather it; but on the seventh 
day* which is the sabbath* in it there shall 
be none. 

And it came to pass* that there went out 
some of the people on the seventh day for to 
gather* and they found none. And the Lord 
said unto Moses* How long refuse ye to keep 
my commandments and my laws? See* for 
that the Lord hath given you the sabbath* 
therefore he giveth you on the sixth day the 
bread of two days; abide ye every man in 
his place* let no man go out of his place on 
the seventh day. So the people rested on the 
seventh day. And the house of Israel called 
the name thereof Manna: and it was like 
coriander seed* white; and the taste of it was 
like wafers made with honey. 


EXODUS 17* 9 

And Moses said* This is the thing which 
the Lord commandeth. Fill an omer of it 
to be kept for your generations; that they 
may see the bread wherewith I have fed you 
in the wilderness* when I brought you forth 
from the land of Egypt. And Moses said 
unto Aaron* Take a pot* and put an omer 
full of manna therein* and lay it up before, 
the Lord* to be kept for your generations. 
As the Lord commanded Moses* so Aaron 
laid it up before the Testimony* to be 
kept. And the children of Israel did eat 
manna forty years* until they came to a 
land inhabited; they did eat manna* until 
they came unto the borders of the land of 
Canaan. Now an omer is the tenth part of 
an ephah. 

A Hidden Spring 

And all the congregation of the children 
of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of 
Sin* after their journeys* according to the 
commandment of the Lord* and pitched in 
Rephidim : and there was no water for the 
people to drink. Wherefore the people did 
chide with Moses* and said* Give us water 
that we may drink. And Moses said unto 
them* Why chide ye with me? wherefore do 
ye tempt the Lord ? And the people thirsted 
there for water; and the people murmured 
against Moses* and said* Wherefore is this 
that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt* 
to kill us and our children and our cattle with 
thirst? And Moses cried unto the Lord* 
saying* What shall I do unto this people? 
they be almost ready to stone me. And the 
Lord said unto Moses* Go on before the 
people* and take with thee of the elders of 
Israel; and thy rod* wherewith thou smotest 
the river* take in thine hand* and go. Behold* 
I will stand before thee there upon the rock 
in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock* and 
there shall come water out of it* that the 
people may drink. And Moses did so in the 
sight of the elders of Israel. And he called 
the name of the place Massah* and Meribah* 
because of the chiding of the children of 
Israel* and because they tempted the Lord* 
saying* Is the Lord among us* or not? 

A Vain Attack 

Then came Amalek* and fought with Israel 
in Rephidim. And Moses said unto Joshua* 


with a honey-like flavour, and it has been suggested that this might be the manna of the story. The Arabs 
speak of it by this name. It is* however* found only in small quantities, and quickly disappears under the 
heat of the sun. ■ : : 1 6| pints. 



EXODUS 17, 9 

Choose us out men, and go out, fight with 
Amalek: to morrow I will stand on the top 
of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand* 
So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and 
fought with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and 
Hur went up to the top of the hill. And it 
came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, 
that Israel prevailed : and when he let down 
his hand, Amalek . prevailed. But Moses" 
hands were heavy; and they took a stone, 
and put it under him, and he sat thereon; 
and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the 
one on the one side, and the other on the 
other side; and his hands were steady until 
the going down of the sun. And Joshua dis- 
comfited Amalek and his people with the 
edge of the sword. And the Lord said unto 
Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, 
and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for 
I will utterly put out the remembrance of 
Amalek from under heaven. And Moses 
built an altar, and called the name of it 
Jehovah-nissi: for he said. Because the 
Lord hath sworn that the Lord will have 
war with Amalek from generation to gene- 
ration, 

A Family Reunion 

When Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses 5 
father in law, heard of all that God had done 
for Moses, and for Israel his people, and that 
the Lord had brought Israel out of Egypt; 
then Jethro, Moses 5 father in law, took Zip- 
porah, Moses 5 wife, after he had sent her 
back, and her two sons; of which the name 
of the one was Gershom; for he said, I have 
been an alien in a strange land : and the name 
of the other was Eliezer; for the God of my 
father, said he, was mine help, and delivered 
me from the sword of Pharaoh: and Jethro, 
Moses 5 father in law, came with his sons and 
his wife unto Moses into the wilderness, 
where he encamped at the mount of God: 
and he said unto Moses, I thy father in law 
Jethro am come unto thee, and thy wife, and 
her two sons with her. 

And Moses went out to meet his father in 
law, and did obeisance, and kissed him; and 
they asked each other of their welfare; and 
they came into the tent. And Moses told his 
father in law all that the Lord had done unto 
Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israel’s 
sake, and all the travail that had come upon 
them by the way, and how the Lord delivered 


them. And Jethro rejoiced for all the good- 
ness which the Lord had done to Israel, 
whom he had delivered out of the hand of 
the Egyptians. , And Jethro said. Blessed be 
the Lord, who hath delivered you out of the 
hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand 
of Pharaoh, who hath delivered the people 
from under the hand of the Egyptians. Now 
I know that the Lord is greater than all gods ; 
for in the thing wherein they dealt proudly 
he was above them. And Jethro, Moses 5 
father in law, took a burnt offering and sacri- 
fices for God: and Aaron came, and all the 
elders of Israel, to eat bread with Moses 5 
father in law before God* 

Friendly Counsel 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that 
Moses sat to judge the people : and the people 
stood by Moses from the morning unto the 
evening* And when Moses 5 father in law saw 
all that he did to the people, he said, What 
is this thing that thou doest to the people? 
why sittest thou thyself alone, and all the 
people stand by thee from morning unto 
even? And Moses said unto his father in 
law. Because the people come unto me to 
inquire of God: when they have a matter, 
they come unto me; and I judge between 
one and another, and I do make them know 
the statutes of God, and his laws. 

And Moses 5 father in law said unto him. 
The thing that thou doest is not good* Thou 
wilt surely wear away, both thou, and this 
people that is with thee: for this thing is too 
heavy for thee; thou art not able to perform 
it thyself alone. Hearken now unto my voice, 
I will give thee counsel, and God shall be 
with thee: Be thou for the people to God- 
ward, that thou mayest bring the causes unto 
God: and thou shalt teach them ordinances 
and laws, and shalt shew them the way where- 
in they must walk, and the work that they 
must do. Moreover thou shalt provide out 
of all the people able men, 1 such as fear God, 
men of truth, hating covetousness; and place 
such over them, to be rulers of thousands, 
and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and 
rulers of tens : and let them judge the people 
at all seasons : and it shall be, that every great 
matter they shall bring unto thee, but every 
small matter they shall judge : so shall it be 
easier for thyself, and they shall bear the 
burden with thee. If thou shalt do this thing. 


1 Men °f ability and character. Jethro counselled the delegation of respdnsibility- 
many advocates to-day. 
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-a principle which 3 


EXODUS 19* 1 5 


and God command thee so, then thou shalt 
be able to endure, and ail this people shall 
also go to their place in peace* 

So Moses hearkened to the voice of Ms 
father in law, and did all that he had said* 
And Moses chose able men out of all Israel, 
and made them heads over the people, rulers 


of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of 
fifties, and rulers of tens. And they judged 
the people at all seasons : the hard causes they 
brought unto Moses, but every small matter 
they judged themselves. And Moses let his 
father in law depart; and he went his way 
into his own land. 


THE REVELATION ON THE MOUNTAIN 

THOSE WHO LIVE IN THE LAND OF GOD SHOULD 
LEARN AND KEEP THE LAWS OF GOD 


EXODUS CHAPTERS 19, i— 34, 3 5 

And yet it would be a mistake to think of this Divine Revelation as nothing more than 
a code of laws and regulations to be formally observed . These laws are but the scaffolding 
of a Divine Humanity which one day will be the Temple of the Living God . They are 
the framework within which the creative powers of God and man, working together, will 
build the new Jerusalem or City of God . Within the laws it is not difficult to see the 
foundations which God has laid down, nor the lines on which He wants man's work to 
proceed , 


THE COMMANDMENTS 

I N the third month, when the children 
of Israel were gone forth out of the 
land of Egypt, the same day came they 
into the wilderness of Sinai. For they 
were departed from Rephidim, and were 
come to the desert of Sinai, and had pitched 
in the wilderness; and there Israel camped 
before the mount. And Moses went up unto 
God, and the Lord called unto him out of 
the mountain, saying. Thus shalt thou say to 
the house of Jacob, and tell the children of 
Israel; ye have seen what I did unto the Egyp- 
tians, and how I bare you on eagles 5 wings, 
and brought you unto myself. Now there- 
fore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and 
keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar 
treasure unto me above all people : for all the 
earth is mine: And ye shall be unto me a 
kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. 
These are the words which thou shalt speak 
unto the children of Israel. 

And Moses came and called for the elders 
of the people, and laid before their faces all 
these words which the Lord commanded 
him. And all the people answered together, 
and said. All that the Lord hath spoken we 
will do. And Moses returned the words of 


Exodus 19, 1 — 20, Zl 

the people unto the Lord. And the Lord 
said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a 
thick cloud, that the people may hear when 
I speak with thee, and believe thee for ever. 
And Moses told the words of the people unto 
the Lord. 

The Chosen Time 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Go unto 
the people, and sanctify them to day and to 
morrow, and let them wash their clothes, and 
be ready against the third day: for the third 
day the Lord will come down in the sight 
of all the people upon mount Sinai. And 
thou shalt set bounds unto the people round 
about, saying. Take heed to yourselves, that 
ye go not up into the mount, or touch the 
border of it : whosoever toucheth the mount 
shall be surely put to death: there shall not 
an hand touch it, but he shall surely be 
stoned, or shot through; whether it be beast 
or man, it shall not live: when the trumpet 
soundeth long, they shall come up to the 
mounts 

And Moses went down from the mount 
unto the people, and sanctified the people; 
and they washed their clothes. And he said 
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EXODUS 19, 15 

unto the people, Be ready against the third 
day: come not at your wives. 

The Chosen Place 

And it came to pass on the third day in 
the morning, that there were thunders and 
lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, 
and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; 
so that all the people that was in the camp 
trembled. And Moses brought forth the 
people out of the camp to meet with God; 
and they stood at the nether part of the 
mount. And mount Sinai was altogether on 
a smoke, because the Lord descended upon 
it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as 
the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount 
quaked greatly. And when the voice of the 
trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and 
louder, Moses spake, and God answered him 
by a voice. And the Lord came down upon 
mount Sinai, on the top of the mount : and 
the Lord called Moses up to the top of the 
mount; and Moses went up. And the Lord 
said unto Moses, Go down, charge the people, 
lest they break through unto the Lord to 
gaze, and many of them perish. And let the 
priests also, which come near to the Lord, 
sanctify themselves, lest the Lord break forth 
upon them. And Moses said unto the Lord, 

The people cannot come up to mount Sinai: 
for thou chargedst us, saying. Set bounds 
about the mount, and sanctify it. And the 
Lord said unto him. Away, get thee down, 
and thou shall come up, thou, and Aaron 
with thee : but let not the priests and the 
people break through to come up unto the 
Lord, lest he break forth upon them. So 
Moses went down unto the people, and spake 
unto them. 

The Revelation 

And God spake all these words, 1 saying, 

I am the Lord thy God, which have 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out 
of the house of bondage. 

Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

Until the twentieth century no one denied the rightness of the second half of the Commandments. But 
our age has seen a revolt against authority, and against all moral codes of conduct, with the result that the 
moral or ^ rs ha y e been thrown into chaos and confusion and these long-standing laws of God 
iUSt0r ? hav t? een severeIy questioned. However, they have not yet been destroyed and 
rhararr operative. _ When they are translated into terms which show their universal and abiding 

Th?f h&> ^ pUr l ty of home Hfe > property of others, &c.-— their need is still urgent, 

is related to h tbf it f° de . We s f, m t0 have lost or forgotten completely, and yet it is more vital, because it 
regl ?? oi L human experience. We think little of worship, but it is the native air and 
Mam ST! „ FeW re . aHze it} and !t ma y not be reach the Age of Leisure to which 

glorias of * ^Gd 6 m Wamng ^ ^ ue of worshi P will become clear, and make manifest the 


Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image, or any likeness of any thing that is 
in heaven above, or that is in the earth be- 
neath, or that is in the water under the earth : 
thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, 
nor serve them : for 1 the Lord thy God am 
a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate me; and 
shewing mercy unto thousands of them that 
love me, and keep my commandments. 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it 
holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all 
thy work : but the seventh day is the sabbath 
of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do 
any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, 
thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy 
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy 
gates : for in six days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that in them 
is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore 
the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hal- 
lowed it. 

Honour thy father and thy mother: that 
thy days may be long upon the land which 
the Lord thy God givetb thee. 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

Thou shalt not steal. 

Thou shalt mot bear false witness against 
thy neighbour. 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, 
thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, 
nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor 
his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy 
neighbour’s. 

The People's Fear 

And all “the people saw the thunderings, 
and the lightnings, and the noise of the 
trumpet, and the mountain smoking; and 
when the people saw it, they removed, and 
stood afar off. And they said unto Moses, 


Sinaia a desert mountain , is crowned with glory 


Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but 
let not God speak with us, lest we die. And 
Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for 
God is come to prove you, and that his fear 


may be before your faces, that ye sin not* 
And the people stood afar off, and Moses 
drew near unto the thick darkness where 
God was. 


THE JUDGMENTS Exodus 20, 22—24, 18 

Before the altar of God : , which stands at the head of this chapter like a sacred symbol 
in a Court of Law , human rights and liberties are invested with a new dignity , and 
whatever a man does has to be judged in the light of this new revelation . 


Altar for the Open Court 
AND the Lord said unto Moses, Thus thou 
shalt say unto the children of Israel, Ye have 
seen that I have talked with you from heaven. 
Ye shall not make with me gods of silver, 
neither shall ye make unto you gods of gold. 
An altar of earth thou shalt make unto me, 
and shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt offer- 
ings, and thy peace offerings, thy sheep, and 
thine oxen: in all places where I record my 
name I will come unto thee, and I will bless 
thee. And if thou wilt make me an altar of 
stone, thou shalt not build it of hewn stone : 
for if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou hast 
polluted it. Neither shalt thou go up by steps 
unto mine altar, that thy nakedness be not 
discovered thereon. 


Now these are the judgments 1 which thou 
shalt set before them. 

Justice for Slaves 

If thou buy an Hebrew servant, six years 
he shall serve: and in the seventh he shall 
go out free for nothing. If he came in by 
himself, he shall go out by himself : if he were 
married, then his wife shall go out with him. 
If his master have given him a wife, and she 
have bom him sons or daughters; the wife 
and her children shall be her master’s, and 
he shall go out by himself. And if the servant 
shall plainly say, I love my master, my wife, 
and my children; I will not go out free: 
then his master shall bring him unto the 
judges; he shall also bring him to the door. 


1 Hypothetical cases for the guidance of judges. It is interesting to notice there was no punishment by 
imprisonment, though in Josephs time there were prisons. There was no torture. The form of punishment 
was in the nature of restitution, or even retaliation, but this was well regulated and evidently supervised by 
judges. In an age when revenge might run to extremes, the law of retaliation prescribed limits. . 


EXODUS 21, 6 

or unto the door post; and his master shall 
bore his ear through with an aul; s and he shall 
serve him for ever. 

And if a man sell his daughter to be a 
maidservant, she shall not go out as the men** 
servants do. If she please not her master, 
who hath betrothed her to himself, then shall 
he let her be redeemed : to sell her unto a 
strange nation he shall have no power, seeing 
he hath dealt deceitfully with her. And if 
he have betrothed her unto his son, he shall 
deal with her after the manner of daughters. 
If he take him another wife; her food, her 
raiment, and her duty of marriage, shall he 
not diminish. And if he do not these three 
unto her, then shall she go out free without 
money. 

Capital Offences 

He that smiteth a man, so that he die, 
shall be surely put to death. And if a man 
lie not in wait, but God deliver him into his 
hand; then I will appoint thee a place whither 
he shall flee. But if a man come presump- 
tuously upon his neighbour, to slay him with 
guile; thou shalt take him from mine altar, 
that he may die. 

And he that smiteth his father, or his 
mother, shall be surely put to death. 

And he that stealeth a man, and selleth 
him, or if he be found in his hand, he shall 
surely be put to death. 

And he that curseth his father, or his 
mother, shall surely be put to death. 

Compensation Acts 

And if men strive together, and one smite 
another with a stone, or with his fist, and 
he die not, but keepeth his bed : if he rise 
again, and walk abroad upon Ms staff, then 
shall he that smote him be quit : only he shall 
pay for the loss of his time, and shall cause 
him to be thoroughly healed.* 

And if a man smite his servant, or Ms 
maid, with a rod, and he die under Ms hand; 
he shall be surely pxmished. Notwithstand- 
ing, if he continue a day or two, he shall not 
be punished : for he is Ms money. 

If men strive, and hurt a woman with 
child, so that her fruit depart from her, and 
yet no mischief follow: he shall be surely 
punished, according as the woman's husband 
will lay upon him; and he shall pay as the 

1 Probably because of the obvious connexion betve 

3 Pay the doctor’s bill. 


judges determine. And if any mischief fol- 
low, then thou shalt give life for life, eye for 
eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for 
foot, burning for burning, wound for wound, 
stripe for stripe. 

And if a man smite the eye of his servant, 
or the eye of his maid, that it perish; he shall 
let him go free for Ms eye's sake. And if lie 
smite out his manservant's tooth, or Ms maid- 
servant’s tooth; he shall let him go free for 
his tooth's sake. 

If an ox gore a man or a woman, that they 
die: then the ox shall be surely stoned, and 
his flesh shall not be eaten; but the owner 
of the ox shall be quit. But if the ox were 
wont to push with his horn in time past, and 
it hath been testified to Ms owner, and he 
hath not kept him in, but that he hath killed 
a man or a woman; the ox shall be stoned, 
and Ms owner also shall be put to death. If 
there be laid on him a sum of money, 3 then 
he shall give for the ransom of his life what- 
soever is laid upon him. Whether he have 
gored a son, or have gored a daughter, ac- 
cording to this judgment shall it be done 
unto him. If the ox shall push a manservant 
or a maidservant; he shall give unto their 
master thirty shekels of silver, and the ox 
shall be stoned. 

Injuries to Cattle 

And if a man shall open a pit, or if a man 
shall dig a pit, and not cover it, and an ox 
or an ass fall therein; the owner of the pit 
shall make it good, and give money unto the 
owner of them; and the dead beast shall be 
his. 

And if one man’s ox hurt another’s, that 
he die; then they shall sell the live ox, and 
divide the money of it; and the dead ox also 
they shall divide. Or if it be known that the 
ox hath used to push in time past, and Ms 
owner hath not kept him in; he shall surely 
pay ox for ox; and the dead shall be Ms own. 

Theft or Damage 

If a man shall steal an ox, or a sheep, and 
kill it, or sell it; he shall restore five oxen for 
an ox, and four sheep for a sheep. 

If a thief be found breaking up, and be 
smitten that he die, there shall no blood be 
shed for him. If the sun be risen upon him, 
there shall be blood shed for him; for he 

eh ‘hearing* and ‘obeying*. 

3 A money payment instead of the death penalty. 
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should make Ml restitution; if he have no- 
thing, then he shall be sold for his theft. If 
the theft be certainly found in his hand alive, 
whether it be ox, or ass, or sheep; he shall 
restore double. 

If a man shall cause a field or vineyard to 
be eaten, and shah put in his beast, and shall 
feed in another man’s field; of the best of 
his own field, and of the best of his own vine- 
yard, shall he make restitution. 

Breaches of Trust 

If fire break out, and catch in thorns, so 
that the stacks of com, or the standing com, 
or the field, be consumed therewith; he that 
kindled the fire shall surely make restitution. 

If a man shall deliver unto his neighbour 
money or stuff to keep, and it be stolen out 
of the man’s house; if the thief be found, let 
him pay double. If the thief be not found, 
then the master of the house shall be brought 
unto the judges, to see whether he have put 
his hand unto his neighbour’s goods. For 
all manner of trespass, whether it be for ox, 
for ass, for sheep, for raiment, or for any 
manner of lost thing, which another chal- 
lengeth to be his, the cause of both parties 
shall come before the judges; and whom the 
judges shall condemn, he shall pay double 
unto his neighbour. 

If a man deliver unto his neighbour an ass, 
or an ox, or a sheep, or any beast, to keep; 
and it die, or be hurt, or driven away, -no 
man seeing it : then shall an oath of the Lord 
be between them both, that he hath not put 
Ms hand unto his neighbour’s goods; and 
the owner of it shall accept thereof, and he 
shall not make it good. And if it be stolen 
from him, he shall make restitution unto the 
owner thereof. ' If it be tom in pieces, then 
let him bring it for witness, and he shall not 
make good that which was torn. 

And if a man borrow ought of his neigh- 
bour, and it be hurt, or die, the owner thereof 
being not with it, he shall surely make it 
good. But if the owner thereof be with it, 
he shall not make it good; If it be an hired 
thing, it came for his hire. 

And if a man entice a maid that is not 
betrothed, and lie with her, he shall surely 
endow her to be his wife. If her father 
utterly refuse to give her unto him, he shall 
pay money according to the dowry of virgins. 


General Offences 

Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live . 1 

Whosoever lieth with a beast shall surely 
be put to death. 

He that sacrificeth unto any god, save unto 
the Lord only, he shall be utterly destroyed* 

Thou shalt neither vex a stranger, nor 
oppress him: for ye were strangers in the 
land of Egypt. Ye shall not afflict any widow* 
or fatherless child. If thou afflict them in 
any wise, and they cry at all unto me, I will 
surely hear their cry; and my wrath shall 
wax hot, and I will kill you with the sword; 
and your wives shall be widows, and your 
children fatherless. 

If thou lend money to any of my people 
that is poor by thee, thou shalt not be to him 
as an usurer, neither shalt thou lay upon him 
usury. If thou at all take thy neighbour’s 
raiment to pledge, thou shalt deliver it unto 
him by that the sun goeth down : for that is 
his covering only, it is his raiment for Ms 
skin: wherein shall he sleep? and it shall 
come to pass, when he crieth unto me, that 
I will hear; for I am gracious. 

Abuses 

Thou shalt not revile the gods, nor curse 
the ruler of thy people. 

Thou shalt not delay to offer the first of 
thy ripe fruits, and of thy liquors : the first- 
born of thy sons shalt thou give unto me. 
Likewise shalt thou do with thine oxen, and 
with thy sheep : seven days it shall be with 
his dam; on the eighth day thou shalt give 
it me. 

And ye shall be holy men unto me : neither 
shall ye eat any flesh that is torn of beasts 
in the field; ye shall cast it to the dogs. 

Falsehood and Revenge 

Thou shalt not raise a false report : put not 
thine hand with the wicked to be an un- 
righteous witness. Thou shalt not follow a 
multitude to do evil ; neither shalt thou speak 
in a cause to decline after many to wrest 
judgment : neither shalt thou countenance a 
poor man in his cause. 

If thou meet thine enemy’s ox or his ass 
going astray, thou shalt surely bring it back 
to him again. If thou see the ass of him that 
hateth thee lying under Ms burden, and 


1 Witchcraft is no longer practised in our country, and witches, if there are any, would not now be put to 
death. These early laws or judgments must be interpreted and applied in the light of the Christian revelation. 
The permanent truth behind this law is that magic must not be allowed to have any place in religion. 
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wouldest forbear to help him* thou shalt 
surely help with him. 

. Thou shalt not wrest the judgment of thy 
poor in his cause. Keep thee far from a false 
matter; and the innocent and righteous slay 
thou not: for I will not justify the wicked 
And thou shalt take no gift: for the gift 
blindeth the wise* and perverteth the words 
of the righteous. Also thou shalt not oppress 
a stranger : for ye know die heart of a stranger* 
seeing ye were strangers in the land of Egypt. 

Sabbaths and Festivals 

And six years thou shalt sow thy land* 
and shalt gather in the fruits thereof : but 
the seventh year thou shalt let it rest and lie 
still; that the poor of thy people may eat: 
and what they leave the beasts of the field 
shall eat. In like manner thou shalt deal with 
thy vineyard* and with thy oliveyard. Six 
days thou shalt do thy work* and on the 
seventh day thou shalt rest : that thine ox and 
thine ass may rest* and the son of thy hand- 
maid* and the stranger* may be refreshed. 

And in all things that I have said unto you 
be circumspect: and make no mention of 
the name of other gods* neither let it be 
heard out of thy mouth. 

Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto 
me in the year . 1 Thou shalt keep the feast of 
unleavened bread : (thou shalt eat unleavened 
bread seven days* as I commanded thee* in 
the time appointed of the month Abib; for 
in it thou earnest out from Egypt : and none 
shall appear before me empty :) and the feast 
of harvest* the firstfruits of thy labours* 
which thou hast sown in the field: and the 
feast of ingathering* which is in the end of 
the year* when thou hast gathered in thy 
labours out of the field. Three times in the 
year all thy males shall appear before the 
Lord God, 

Sacrifices 

Thou shalt not offer the blood of my sacri- 
fice with leavened bread; neither shall the 
fat of my sacrifice remain until the morning. 

The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou 
shalt bring into the house of the Lord thy 
God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his 
mother’s milk. 

1 For notes on these festivals see Leviticus* p. 142. 

?f an a s ^ ematural bein S* 11 si ^ fi es a messenger* and there is no strong 
w M PP I Y tbe , wor< * to Moses * A P er son is denoted* and in his nearness to God and his service 
for God Moses fulfilled the ministry of an angel. ‘My name is in him’ means: he has my authority. 
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The Angel of the Lord 

Behold* I send an Angel 2 before thee, to 
keep thee in the way* and to bring thee into 
the place which I have prepared. Beware of 
him* and obey his voice* provoke Mm not; 
for he will not pardon your transgressions: 
for my name Is in him. But If thou shalt 
indeed obey his voice* and do all that I speak; 
then I will be an enemy unto thine enemies* 
and an adversary unto thine adversaries. For 
mine Angel shall go before thee* and bring 
thee in unto the Amorites* and the Hittites* 
and the Perizzites* and the Canaanites, and 
the Hivites, and the Jebusites : and I will cut 
them off. Thou shalt not bow down to their 
gods* nor serve them* nor do after their 
works : but thou shalt utterly overthrow them* 
and quite break down their images. And ye 
shall serve the Lord your God* and he shall 
bless thy bread* and thy water; and I win 
take sickness away from the midst of thee. 
There shall nothing cast their young, nor be 
barren* in thy land: the number of thy days 
I will fulfil. I will send my fear before thee* 
and will destroy all the people to whom thou 
shalt come, and I will make ail thine enemies 
turn their backs unto thee. And I will send 
hornets before thee* which shall drive out the 
Hivite, the Canaanite* and the Hittite* from 
before thee. I will not drive them out from 
before thee in one year; lest the land become 
desolate* and the beast of the field multiply 
against thee. By little and little I will drive 
them out from before thee* until thou be 
increased* and inherit the land. And I will 
set thy bounds from the Red sea even unto 
the sea of the Philistines* and from the desert 
unto the river: for I will deliver the in- 
habitants of the land into your hand; and 
thou shalt drive them out before thee. Thou 
shalt make no covenant with them* nor with 
their gods. They shall not dwell in thy land* 
lest they make thee sin against me: for if 
thou serve their gods* it will surely be a snare 
unto thee. 

The Seventy Elders 

And he said unto Moses* Come up unto 
the Lord* thou* and Aaron* Nadab* and 
Abihu* and seventy of the elders of Israel; 
and worship ye afar off. And Moses alone 


Sinai's glory hallows all mountain solitudes 


shall come near the Lord : but they shall not 
come nigh; neither shall the people go up 
with him. 

Blood Bond 

And Moses came and told the people all 
the words of the Lord* and all the judgments : 
and all the people answered with one voice* 
and said, All the words which the Lord hath 
said will we do. And Moses wrote all the 
words of the Lord* and rose up early in 
the morning, and builded an altar under the 
hill* and twelve pillars* according to the 
twelve tribes of Israel. And he sent young 
men of the children of Israel, which offered 
Jburnt offerings* and sacrificed peace offerings 
of oxen unto the Lord. And Moses took 
half of the blood* and put it in basons; and 
half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. 
And he took the book of the covenant* and 
read in the audience of the people : and they 
said* All that the Lord hath said will we do* 
and be obedient. And Moses took the blood* 
and sprinkled it on the people, and said* 
Behold the blood of the covenant * 1 which the 
Lord hath made with you concerning all 
these words. 

Then went up Moses* and Aaron* Nadab* 
and Abihu* and seventy of the elders of 
Israel: and they saw the God of Israel: and 


there was under his feet as it were a paved 
work of a sapphire stone* and as it were the 
body of heaven in his clearness. And upon 
the nobles of the children of Israel he laid 
not his hand : also they saw God* and did eat 
and drink. 

The Glory of the Lord 
And the Lord said unto Moses, Come up 
to me into the mount* and be there : and I 
will give thee tables of stone* and a law* and 
commandments which I have written; that 
thou mayest teach them. And Moses rose 
up* and his minister Joshua: and Moses 
went up into the mount of God. And he 
said unto the elders* Tarry ye here for us, 
until we come again unto you : and* behold, 
Aaron and Hur are with you : if any man have 
any matters to do* let him come unto them. 
And Moses went up into the mount* and a 
cloud covered the mount. And the glory of 
the Lord abode upon mount Sinai* and the 
cloud covered it six days: and the seventh 
day he called unto Moses out of the midst of 
the cloud. And the sight of the glory of the 
Lord was like devouring fire on the top of 
the mount in the eyes of the children of Israel. 
And Moses went into the midst of the cloud* 
and gat him up into the mount: and Moses 
was in the mount forty days and forty nights. 


1 We do not need to go into the details of primitive customs to understand the binding nature of a bond 
ratified by blood sprinkling. Human nature instinctively feels a sense of awe and seriousness at the sight of 
blood. 
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Why this long description of the Tabernacle, and, after a short break deeding with a 
lapse into idolatry, another almost identical description of the same building? Surely, 
that we shall not miss nor undervalue the importance of worship to the new Humanity. 


AND the Lord spake unto Moses* saying, 
Speak unto the children of Israel* that they 
bring me an offering : of every man that giveth 
it willingly with his heart ye shall take my 
offering. And this is the offering which ye 
shall take of them * gold* and silver* and brass* 
and blue* and purple* and scarlet* and line 
linen* and goats’ hair* and rams’ skins dyed 
red* and badgers’ skins* and shittim wood* 
oil for the light* spices for anointing oil* and 
for sweet incense* onyx stones* and stones to 
be set in the ephod, and in the breastplate. 
And let them make me a sanctuary; that I 
may dwell among them. According to all that 
I shew thee* after the pattern of the taber- 
nacle, and the pattern of all the instruments 
thereof, even so shall ye make it. 

The Ark and Table 

And they shall make an ark 1 of shittim wood: 
two cubits and a half shall be the length there- 
of* and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof* 
and a cubit and a half the height thereof. 
And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, 
within and without shalt thou overlay it* and 
shalt make upon it a crown of gold round 
about. And thou shalt cast four rings of gold 
for it, and put them in the four comers there- 
of; and two rings shall be in the one side of it* 
and two rings in the other side of it. And thou 
shalt make staves of shittim wood* and overlay 
them with gold. And thou shalt put the staves 
into the rings by the sides of the ark* that the 
arkmay be borne with them. The staves shall 
be in the rings of the ark: they shall not be 
taken from it. And thou shalt put into the 
ark the testimony which I shall give thee. 
And thou shalt make a mercy seat of pure 
gold : two cubits and a half shall be the length 
thereof* and a cubit and a half the breadth 
thereof. And thou shalt make two cherabims 
of gold, of beaten work shalt thou make 
them* in the two ends of the mercy seat. And 
make one cherub on the one end* and the 
other cherub on the other end: even of the 
mercy seat shall ye make the cherubims on 


the two ends thereof. And the cherubims 
shall stretch forth their wings on high* cover- 
ing the mercy seat with their wings* and 
their faces shall look one to another; toward 
the mercy seat shall the faces of the chera- 
bims be. And thou shaft put the mercy seat 
above upon the ark; and in the ark thou shalt 
put the testimony that I shall give thee. And 
there I will meet with thee* and I will com- 
mune with thee from above the mercy seat* 
from between the two cherubims which are 
upon the ark of the testimony* of ail things 
which I will give thee in commandment unto 
the children of Israel. 

Thou shalt also make a table of shittim 
wood : two cubits shall be the length thereof, 
and a cubit the breadth thereof* and a cubit 
and a half the height thereof. And thou 
shalt overlay it with pure gold* and make 
thereto a crown of gold round about. And 
thou shalt make unto it a border of an hand 
breadth round about* and thou shalt make 
a golden crown to the border thereof round 
about. And thou shalt make for it four rings 
of gold* and put the rings in the four comers 
that are on the four feet thereof. Over against 
the border shall the rings be for places of the 
staves to bear the table. And thou shalt 
make the staves of shittim wood* and overlay 
them with gold* that the table may be borne 
with them. And thou shalt make the dishes 
thereof, and spoons thereof* and covers there- 
of* and bowls thereof* to cover withal: of 
pure gold shalt thou make them. And thou 
shalt set upon the table shewbread before 
me alway. 

The Golden Candlestick 

And thou shalt make a candlestick of pure 
gold: of beaten work shall the candlestick 
be made: his shaft* and his branches* his 
bowls* his knops* and Ms flowers* shall be of 
the same. And six branches shall come out 
of the sides of it; three branches of the 
candlestick out of the one side* and three 
branches of the candlestick out of the other 


- !/ ST °5 W ° T ods 3 ft : 9 in * lon ^ 2 ft - 3 in. wide, and 2 ft. 3 in. deep. The most important artici 
m the Holy of Holies. It contained the Tables of the Law which, to Israel, were the sacred tokens of th 
Covenant. A slab of pure gold, called the Mercy Seat, and decorated with symbolic figures, covered the Arl 
According to Babylonian analogy the figures typified ‘guardians’. 
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side: three bowls made like unto almonds* forefront of the tabernacle* And thou shalt 
with a knop and a flower in one branch; and make fifty loops on the edge of the one 
three bowls made like almonds in the other curtain that is outmost in the coupling* and 
branch* with a knop and a flower: so in the fifty loops in the edge of the curtain which 
six branches that come out of the candlestick* coupleth the second. And thou shalt make 
And in the candlestick shall be four bowls fifty taches of brass* and put the taches into 
made like unto almonds* with their knops the loops* and couple the tent together* that 
and their flowers* And there shall be a knop it may be one. And the remnant that remain- 
under two branches of the same* and a knop eth of the curtains of the tent* the half curtain 
under two branches of the same* and a knop that remaineth* shall hang over the backside 
under two branches of the same* according of the tabernacle. And a cubit on the one 
to the six branches that proceed out of the side* and a cubit on the other side of that 
candlestick. Their knops and their branches which remaineth in the length of the curtains 
shall be of the same : ah it shall be one beaten of the tent* it shall hang over the sides of the 
work of pure gold. And thou shalt make the tabernacle on this side and on that side* to 
seven lamps thereof: and they shall light the cover it. And thou shalt make a covering 
lamps thereof* that they may give light over for the tent of rams* skins dyed red* and a 
against it* And the tongs thereof* and the covering above of badgers* skins, 
snuffdishes thereof* shall be of pure gold. And thou shalt make boards for the taher- 
Of a talent of pure gold shall he make it* with nacle of shittim wood standing up. Ten 
all these vessels. And look that thou make cubits shall be the length of a board*, and a 
them after their pattern* which was shewed cubit and a half shall be the breadth of one 
thee in the mount. board* Two tenons shall there be in one 

_ T T _ board* set in order one against another: thus 

Framework and Covering shalt thou make for all the boards of the 

Moreover thou shalt make the tabernacle tabernacle. And thou shalt make the boards 
with ten curtains of fine twined linen* and for the tabernacle* twenty boards on the 
blue* and purple* and scarlet : with cherubims south side southward. And thou shalt make 
of cunning work shalt thou make them. The forty sockets of silver under the twenty 
length of one curtain shall be eight and boards 5 two sockets under one board for Ms 
twenty cubits* and the breadth of one cur- two tenons* and two sockets under another 
tain four cubits : and every one of the curtains board for his two tenons. And for the second 
shall have one measure. The five curtains side of the tabernacle on the north side 
shall be coupled together one to another; there shall be twenty boards : and their forty 
and other five curtains shall be coupled one sockets of silver; two sockets under one 
to another. And thou shalt make loops of board* and two sockets under another board, 
blue upon the edge of the one curtain from And for the sides of the tabernacle westward 
the selvedge in the coupling; and likewise thou shalt make six boards. And two boards 
shalt thou make in the uttermost edge of shalt thou make for the comers of the taber- 
another curtain* in the coupling of the second, nacle in the two sides. And they shall be 
Fifty loops shalt thou make in the one cur- coupled together beneath* and they shall be 
tain* and fifty loops shalt thou make in the coupled together above the head of it unto 
edge of the curtain that is in the coupling of one ring : thus shall it be for them both; they 
the second; that the loops may take hold one shall be for the two comers. And they shall 
of another. And thou shalt make fifty taches be eight boards* and their sockets of silver* 
of gold* and couple the curtains together with sixteen sockets ; two sockets under one board* 
the taches : and it shall be one tabernacle. and two sockets under another board. 

And thou shalt make curtains of goats 3 And thou shalt make bars of sMttim wood; 

hair to be a covering upon the tabernacle: five for the boards of the one side of the 
eleven curtains shalt thou make. The length tabernacle* and five bars for the boards of 
of one curtain shall be thirty cubits* and the the other side of the tabernacle* and five 
breadth of one curtain four cubits : and the bars for the boards of the side of the taber- 
eleven curtains shall be all of one measure, nacle* for the two sides westward. And the 
And thou shalt couple five curtains by middle bar in the midst of the boards shall 
themselves* and six curtains by themselves* reach from end to end. And thou shalt over- 
and shalt double the sixth curtain in the lay the boards with gold* and make their 
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rings of gold for places for the bars : and thou 
shalt overlay the bars with gold. And thou 
shalt rear up the tabernacle according to the 
fashion thereof which was shewed thee in 
the mount. 

And thou shalt make a vail of blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, and line twined linen 
of cunning work: with cherubims shall it be 
made : and thou shalt hang it upon four 
pillars of shittim wood overlaid with gold: 
their hooks shall be of gold, upon the four 
sockets of silver. And thou shalt hang up the 
vail under the taches, that thou mayest bring 
in thither within the vail the ark of the testi- 
mony: and the vail shall divide unto you 
between the holy place and the most holy. 
And thou shalt put the mercy seat upon the 
ark of the testimony in the most holy place. 
And thou shalt set die table without the vail, 
and the candlestick over against the table on 
the side of the tabernacle toward the south: 
and thou shalt put the table on the north side. 

And thou shalt make an hanging for the 
door of the tent, of blue, and purple, and 
scarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with 
needlework. And thou shalt make for the 
hanging five pillars of shittim wood, and 
overlay them with gold, and their hooks shall 
be of gold : and thou shalt cast five sockets of 
brass for them. 

The Altar 

And thou shalt make an altar of shittim 
wood, five cubits long, and five cubits broad; 
the altar shall be foursquare : and the height 
thereof shall be three cubits. And thou shalt 
make the horns of it upon the four comers 
thereof : his horns shall be of the same: and 
thou shalt overlay it with brass. And thou 
shalt make his pans to receive his ashes, and 
his shovels, and his basons, and his ffesh- 
hooks, and his firepans : all the vessels thereof 
thou shalt make of brass. And thou shalt 
make for it a grate of network of brass; and 
upon the net shalt thou make four brasen 
rings in the four comers thereof. And thou 
shalt put it under the compass of the' altar 
beneath, that the net may be even to the 
midst of the altar. And thou shalt make 
staves for the altar, staves of shittim wood, 
and overlay them with brass. And the staves 
shall be put into the rings, and the staves 
shall be upon the two sides of the altar, to 
bear it. Hollow with boards shalt thou make 
it: as it was shewed thee in the mount, so 
shall they make it. 


Court 

And thou shalt make the court of the 
tabernacle: for the south side southward 
there shall be hangings for the court of fine 
twined linen of an hundred cubits long for 
one side: and the 'twenty pillars thereof and 
their twenty sockets shall be of brass; the 
hooks of the pillars and their fillets shall be 
of silver. And likewise for the north side in 
length there shall be hangings of an hundred 
cubits long, and his twenty pillars and their 
twenty sockets of brass; the hooks of the 
pillars and their fillets of silver. And for the 
breadth of the court on the west side shall 
be hangings of fifty cubits: their pillars ten, 
and their sockets ten. And the breadth of 
the court on the east side eastward shall be 
fifty cubits. The hangings of one side of the 
gate shall be fifteen cubits : their pillars three, 
and their sockets three. And on the other 
side shall be hangings fifteen cubits: their 
pillars three, and their sockets three. And 
for the gate of the court shall be an hanging 
of twenty cubits, of blue, and purple, and 
scarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with 
needlework: and their pillars shall be four, 
and their sockets four. All the pillars round 
about the court shall be filleted with silver; 
their hooks shall be of silver, and their 
sockets of brass. The length of the court 
shall be an hundred cubits, and the breadth 
fifty every where, and the height five cubits 
of fine twined linen, and their sockets of 
brass. All the vessels of the tabernacle in all 
the service thereof, and all the pins thereof, 
and all the pins of the court, shall be of brass. 

And thou shalt command the children of 
Israel, that they bring thee pure oil olive 
beaten for the light, to cause the lamp to 
burn always. In the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation without the vail, which is before 
the testimony, Aaron and his sons shall order 
it from evening to morning before the Lord : 
it shall be a statute for ever unto their 
generations on the behalf of the children of 
Israel. 

Priests * Robes 

And take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, 
and his sons with him, from among the 
children of Israel, that he may minister unto 
me in the priest’s office, even Aaron, Nadab 
and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s 
sons. And thou shalt make holy garments 
for Aaron thy brother for glory and for 
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beauty* And thou shalt speak unto all that 
are wise hearted., whom I have filled with 
the spirit of wisdom, that they may make 
Aaron's garments to consecrate him, that he 
may minister unto me in the priest's office* 
And these are the garments which they shall 
make; a breastplate, and an ephod, and a 
robe, and a broidered coat, a mitre, and a 
girdle; and they shall make holy garments 
for Aaron thy brother, and Ms sons, that he 
may minister unto me in the priest's office. 
And they shall take gold, and blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, and fine linen. 

And they shall make the ephod 1 of gold, of 
blue, and of purple, of scarlet, and fine 
twined linen, with cunning work. It shall 
have the two shoulderpieces thereof joined 
at the two edges thereof; and so it shall be 
joined together. And the curious girdle of 
the ephod, which is upon it, shall be of the 
same, according to the work thereof; even of 
gold, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and 
fine twined linen. And thou shalt take two 
onyx stones, and grave on them the names of 
the cMldren of Israel: six of their names on 
one stone, and the other six names of the 
rest on the other stone, according to their 
birth. With the work of an engraver in stone, 
like the engravings of a signet, shalt thou 
engrave the two stones with the names of 
the children of Israel: thou shalt make them 
to be set in ouches of gold. And thou shalt 
put the two stones upon the shoulders of the 
ephod for stones of memorial unto the chil- 
dren of Israel: and Aaron shall bear their 
names before the Lord upon his two shoul- 
ders for a memorial. 

And thou shalt make ouches of gold; And 
two chains of pure gold at the ends; of 
wreathen work shalt thou make them, and 
fasten the wreathen chains to the ouches. 

The Breastplate 

And thou shalt make the breastplate of 
judgment with cunning work; after the work 
of the ephod thou shalt make it; of gold, of 
blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and of 
fine twined linen, shalt thou make it. Four- 
square it shall be being doubled; a span shall 
be the length thereof, and a span shall be 
the breadth thereof. And thou shalt set in it 
settings of stones, even four rows of stones : 
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the first row shall be a sardius, a topaz, and 
a carbuncle : this shall be the first row. And 
the second row shall be an emerald, a sap- 
phire, and a diamond. And the third row a 
figure, an agate, and an amethyst. And the 
fourth row a beryl, and an onyx, and a 
jasper: they shall be set in gold in their in- 
closings. And the stones shall be with the 
names of the children of Israel, twelve, ac- 
cording to their names, like the engravings of . 
a signet; every one with his name shall they 
be according to the twelve tribes. 

And thou shalt make upon the breastplate 
chains at the ends of wreathen work of pure 
gold. And thou shalt make upon the breast- 
plate two rings of gold, and shalt put the 
two rings on the two ends of the breastplate. 
And thou shalt put the two wreathen chains 
of gold in the two rings which are on the ends 
of the breastplate. And the other two ends of 
die two wreathen chains thou shalt fasten 
in the two ouches, and put them on the 
shoulderpieces of the ephod before it. 

And thou shalt make two rings of gold, 
and thou shalt put them upon the two ends 
of the breastplate in the border thereof, 
which is in the side of the ephod inward 
And two other rings of gold thou shalt make, 
and shalt put them on the two sides of the 
ephod underneath, toward the forepart there- 
of, over against the other coupling thereof, 
above the curious girdle of the ephod. And 
they shall bind the breastplate by the rings 
thereof unto the rings of the ephod with a 
lace of blue, that it may be above the curious 
girdle of the ephod, and that the breastplate 
be not loosed from the ephod. And Aaron 
shall bear the names of the cMldren of Israel 
in the breastplate of judgment upon his 
heart, when he goeth in unto the holy place, 
for a memorial 2 before the Lord continually. 

And thou shalt put in the breastplate of 
judgment the Urim and the Thuminim; and 
they shall be upon Aaron's heart, when he 
goeth in before the Lord: and Aaron shall 
bear the judgment of the children of Israel 
upon Ms heart before the Lord continually. 

The Crown of Gold 

And thou shalt make the robe of the ephod 
all of blue. And there shall be an hole in the 
top of it, in the midst thereof : it shall have 


1 Possibly some kind of garment covering the chest and back and supported by shoulder-straps. It was 
made of the same material as the Tabernacle fabrics to suggest the close relationship between the Priests 
and the Sanctuary. 

2 Like a silent prayer the jewels shine, bearing the name of each family to God. 
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a binding of woven work round about the 
hole of it,' as it were the hole of an habergeon, 
that it be not rent. And beneath upon the 
hem of it thou shalt make pomegranates of 
blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, round 
about the hem thereof; and bells 1 of gold 
between them round about : a golden bell and 
a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pome- 
granate, upon the hem of the robe round 
about. And it shall be upon Aaron to min- 
ister: and his sound shall be heard when he 
goeth in unto the holy place before the Lord, 
and when he cometh out, that he die not. 

And thou shalt make a plate of pure gold, 
and grave upon it, like the engravings of a 
signet, HOLINESS TO THE LORD. And 
thou shalt put it on a blue lace, that it may 
be upon the mitre; 2 upon the forefront of the 
mitre it shall be. And it shall be upon 
Aaron’s forehead, that Aaron may bear the 
iniquity of the holy things, which the chil- 
dren of Israel shall hallow in all their holy 
gifts; and it shall be always upon his fore- 
head, that they may be accepted before the 
Lord. And thou shalt embroider the coat of 
fine linen, and thou shalt make the mitre of 
fine linen, and thou shalt make the girdle 
of needlework. 

And for Aaron’s sons thou shalt make 
coats, and thou shalt make for them girdles, 
and bonnets shalt thou make for them, for 
glory and for beauty. And thou shalt put 
them upon Aaron thy brother, and his sons 
with him; and shalt anoint them, and conse- 
crate them, and sanctify them, that they may 
minister unto me in the priest’s office. And 
thou shalt make them linen breeches to cover 
their nakedness; from the loins even unto 
the thighs they shall reach: and they shall 
be upon Aaron, and upon his sons, when they 
come in unto the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, or when they come near unto the altar 
to minister in the holy place; that they bear 
not iniquity, and die : it shall be a statute for 
ever unto him and his seed after him. 

Consecration of Priests 

And this is the thing that thou shalt do 
unto them to hallow them, to minister unto 
me in the priest’s office: Take one young 
bullock, and two rams without blemish, and 
unleavened bread, and cakes unleavened tem- 
pered with oil, and wafers unleavened an- 
ointed with oil: of wheaten flour shalt thou 

1 So that the people should know when the High 
themselves to prayer. 


make them. And thou shalt put them into 
one basket, and bring them in the basket, 
with the bullock and the two rams. And 
Aaron and his sons thou shalt bring unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and shall wash them with water. And thou 
shall take the garments, and put upon Aaron 
the coat, and the robe of the ephod, and the 
ephod, and the breastplate, and gird him 
with the curious girdle of the ephod : and 
thou shalt put the mitre upon his head, and 
put the holy crown upon the mitre* Then 
shalt thou take the anointing oil, and pour 
it upon his head, and anoint him. And thou 
shalt bring his sons, and put coats upon 
them. And thou shalt gird them with girdles, 
Aaron and his sons, and put the bonnets on 
them: and the priest’s office shall be theirs 
for a perpetual statute : and thou shalt con- 
secrate Aaron and his sons, 

Consecratory Sacrifices 

And thou shalt cause a bullock to be 
brought before the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation: and Aaron and his sons shall put 
their hands upon the head of the bullock. 
And thou shalt kill the bullock before the 
Lord, by the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, And thou shalt take of the blood 
of the bullock, and put it upon the horns 
of the altar with thy finger, and pour all the 
blood beside the bottom of the altar. And 
thou shalt take all the fat that covereth the 
inwards, and the caul that is above the liver, 
and the two kidneys, and the fat that is 
upon them, and bum them upon the altar. 
But the flesh of the bullock, and his skin, 
and his dung, shalt thou bum with fire 
without the camp: it is a sin offering. 

Thou shalt also take one ram; and Aaron 
and his sons shall put their hands upon the 
head of the ram. And thou shalt slay the 
ram, and thou shalt take his blood, and 
sprinkle it round about upon the altar. And 
thou shalt cut the ram in pieces, and wash 
the inwards of him, and his legs, and put 
them unto his pieces, and unto his head. 
And thou shalt bum the whole ram upon 
the altar : it is a burnt offering unto the Lord : 
it is a sweet savour, an offering made by fire 
unto the Lord. 

And thou shalt take the other ram; and 
Aaron and his sons shall put their hands 
upon the head of the ram. Then shalt thou 


Priest entered the Holy Place and they should devote 
s A kind of turban. 


kill the ram, and take of Ms blood, and put 
it upon the tip of the right ear of Aaron, 
and upon the tip of the right ear of Ms sons, 
and upon the thumb of their right hand, and 
upon the great toe of their right foot, and 
sprinkle the blood upon the altar round about. 
And thou shalt take of the blood that is upon 
the altar, and of the anointing oil, and sprinkle 
it upon Aaron, and upon his garments, and 
upon his sons, and upon the garments of his 
sons with him : and he shall be hallowed, and 
his garments, and his sons, and Ms sons 5 
garments with him. Also thou shalt take of 
the ram the fat and the rump, and the fat 
that covereth the inwards, and the caul above 
the liver, and the two kidneys, and the fat 
that is upon them, and the right shoulder; 
for it is a ram of consecration: and one loaf 
of bread, and one cake of oiled bread, and 
one wafer out of the basket of the unleavened 
bread that is before the Lord : and thou 
shalt put all in the hands of Aaron, and in 
the hands of his sons ; and shalt wave them 
for a wave offering before the Lord. And 
thou shalt receive them of their hands, and 
burn them upon the altar for a burnt offering, 
for a sweet savour before the Lord : it is an 
offering made by fire unto the Lord. 

And thou shalt take the breast of the ram 
of Aaron’s consecration, and wave it for a 
wave offering before the Lord: and it shall 
be thy part. And thou shalt sanctify the 
breast of the wave offering, and the shoulder 
of the heave offering, which is waved, and 
wMch is heaved up, of the ram of the conse- 
cration, even of that wMch is for Aaron, and 
of that wMch is for Ms sons: and it shall be 
Aaron’s and his sons’ by a statute for ever 
from the children of Israel : for it is an heave 
offering: and it shall be an heave offering 
from the children of Israel of the sacrifice of 
their peace offerings, even their heave offer- 
ing unto the Lord. 

And the holy garments of Aaron shall be 
his sons’ after him, to be anointed therein, 
and to be consecrated in them. And that 
son that is priest in Ms stead shall put them 
on seven days, when he cometh into the 
tabernacle of the congregation to minister in 
the holy place. 

And thou shalt take the ram of the con- 
secration, and seethe his flesh in the holy 
place. And Aaron and his sons shall eat the 
flesh of the ram, and the bread that is in 
the basket, by the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation. And they shall eat those things 
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wherewith the atonement was made, to con- 
secrate and to sanctify them : but a stranger 
shall not eat thereof, because they are' holy. 
And if ought of the flesh of the consecrations, 
or of the bread, remain unto the morning, 
then thou shalt burn the remainder with 
fire: it shall not be eaten, because it is holy. 

And thus shalt thou do unto Aaron, and 
to his sons, according to all things which I 
have commanded thee : seven days shalt thou 
consecrate them. And thou shalt offer every 
day a bullock for a sin offering for atonement : 
and thou shalt cleanse the altar, when thou 
hast made an atonement for it, and thou shalt 
anoint it, to sanctify it. Seven days thou 
shalt make an atonement for the altar, and' 
sanctify it; and it shall be an altar most holy: 
whatsoever toucheth the altar shall be holy. 

Daily Offerings 

Now this is that wMch thou shalt offer 
upon the altar; two lambs of the first year 
day by day continually. The one lamb thou 
shalt offer in the morning; and the other 
lamb thou shalt offer at even: and with the 
one lamb a tenth deal of flour mingled with 
the fourth part of an bin of beaten oil; and 
the fourth part of an bin of wine for a drink 
offering. And the other lamb thou shalt offer 
at even, and shalt do thereto according to 
the meat offering of the morning, and accord- 
ing to the drink offering thereof, for a sweet 
savour, an offering made by fire unto the 
Lord. This shall be a continual burnt offer- 
ing throughout your generations at the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation before 
the Lord: where I will meet you, to speak 
there unto thee. And there I will meet with 
the children of Israel, and the tabernacle 
shall be sanctified by my glory. And I will 
sanctify the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and the altar : I will sanctify also both Aaron 
and Ms sons, to minister to me in the priest’s 
office. And I will dwell among the children 
of Israel, and will be their God. And they 
shall know that I am the Lord their God, 
that brought them forth out of the land of 
Egypt, that I may dwell among them : I am 
the Lord their God. 

The Altar of Incense 

And thou shalt make an altar to bum 
incense upon: of sMttim wood shalt thou 
make it. A cubit shall be the length thereof, 
and a cubit the breadth thereof; foursquare 
shall it be : and two cubits shall be the height 
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thereof: the horns thereof shall be of the 
same. And thou shalt overlay it with pure 
gold, the top thereof, and the sides thereof 
round about, and the horns thereof; and 
thou shalt make unto it a crown of gold 
round about. And two golden rings shalt 
thou make to it under the crown of it, by the 
two corners thereof, upon the two sides of it 
shalt thou make it; and they shall be for 
places for the staves to bear it withal. And 
thou shalt make the staves of shittim wood, 
and overlay them with gold. And thou shalt 
put it before the vail that is by the ark of the 
testimony, before the mercy seat that is over 
the testimony, where I will meet with thee. 
And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense 
every morning : when he dresseth the lamps, 
he shall bum incense upon it. And when 
Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he shall 
bum incense upon it, a perpetual incense 
before the Lord throughout your genera- 
tions. Ye shall offer no strange incense 
thereon, nor burnt sacrifice, nor meat offer- 
ing; neither shall ye pour drink offering 
thereon. And Aaron shall make an atone- 
ment upon the horns of it once in a year with 
the blood of the sin offering of atonements : 
once in the year shall he make atonement 
upon it throughout your generations: it is 
most holy unto the Lord. 

Redemption Tax 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
When thou takest the sum of the children 
of Israel after their number, then shall they 
give every man a ransom for his soul unto 
the Lord, when thou numberest them; that 
there be no plague among them, when thou 
numberest them. This they shall give, every 
one that passeth among them that are num- 
bered, half a shekel after the shekel of the 
sanctuary: (a shekel is twenty gerahs :) an 
half shekel shall be the offering of the Lord. 
Every one that passeth among them that are 
numbered, from twenty years old and above, 
shall give an offering unto the Lord, The 
rich shall not give more, and the poor shall 
not give less than half a shekel, when they 
give an offering unto the Lord, to make an 
atonement for your souls. And thou shalt 
take the atonement money of the children of 
Israel, and shalt appoint it for the service of 
the tabernacle of the congregation; that it 
may be a memorial unto the children of 
Israel before the Lord, to make an atone- 
ment for your souls. 


The Bronze Lover 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Thou shalt also make a laver of brass, and 
his foot also of brass, to wash withal: and 
thou shalt put it between the tabernacle of 
the congregation and the altar, and thou shalt 
put water therein. For Aaron and his sons 
shall wash their hands and their feet thereat: 
when they go into the tabernacle of the 
congregation, they shall wash with water, 
that they die not; or when they come near to 
the altar to minister, to bum offering made 
by fire unto the Lord: so they shall wash 
their hands and their feet, that they die not: 
and it shall be a statute for ever to them, even 
to him and to his seed throughout their 
generations. 

Oil and Incense 

Moreover the Lord spake unto Moses, 
saying. Take thou also unto thee principal 
spices, of pure myrrh five hundred shekels, 
and of sweet cinnamon half so much, even 
two hundred and fifty shekels, and of sweet 
calamus two hundred and fifty shekels, and 
of cassia five hundred shekels, after the shekel 
of the sanctuary, and of oil olive an bin: and 
thou shalt make it an oil of holy ointment, 
an ointment compound after the art of the 
apothecary: it shall be an holy anointing oil. 
And thou shalt anoint the tabernacle of the 
congregation therewith, and the ark of the 
testimony, and the table and all his ves- 
sels, and the candlestick and his vessels, 
and the altar of incense, and the altar of 
burnt offering with all his vessels, and the 
laver and his foot. And thou shalt sanctify 
them, that they may be most holy: whatso- 
ever toucheth them shall be holy. And thou 
shalt anoint Aaron and Ms sons, and conse- 
crate them, that they may minister unto me 
in the priest’s office. And thou shaft speak 
unto the children of Israel, saying. This shaft 
be an holy anointing oil unto me throughout 
your generations. Upon man’s flesh shaft it 
not be poured, neither shall ye make any 
other like it, after the composition of it: it is 
holy, and it shall be holy unto you. Who- 
soever compounded! any like it, or who- 
soever putteth any of it upon a stranger, 
shall even be cut off from his people. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Take unto 
thee sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, and gal- 
banum; these sweet spices with pure frank- 
incense : of each shall there be a like weight: 
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and thou shalt make it a perfume, a confec- 
tion after the art of the apothecary, tempered 
together, pure and holy: and thou shalt beat 
some of it very small, and put of it before the 
testimony in the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, where I will meet with thee: it shall be 
unto you most holy. And as for the perfume 
which thou shalt make, ye shall not make 
to yourselves according to the composition 
thereof; it shall be unto thee holy for the 
Lord. Whosoever shall make like unto that, 
to smell thereto, shall even be cut off from 
his people. 

Inspired Craftsmen 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
See, I have called by name Bezaleel the son 
of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah : 
and I have filled him with the spirit of God, 
in wisdom, and in understanding, and in 
knowledge, and in all manner of workman- 
ship, to devise cunning works, to work in 
gold, and in silver, and in brass, and in cut- 
ting of stones, to set them, and in carving of 
timber, to work in all manner of workman- 
ship. And I, behold, I have given with him 
Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe 
of Dan: and in the hearts of all that are wise 
hearted J have put wisdom, that they may 
make all that I have commanded thee; the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and the ark 
of the testimony, and the mercy seat that is 
thereupon, and all the furniture of the taber- 
nacle, and the table and his furniture, and 


the pure candlestick with all his furniture, 
and the altar of incense, and the altar of 
burnt offering with all his furniture, and the 
laver and his foot, and the cloths of service, 
and the holy garments for Aaron the priest, 
and the garments of his sons, to minister in 
the priest’s office, and the anointing oil, and 
sweet incense for the holy place : according to 
all that I have commanded thee shall they do. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, 
saying. Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep: for 
it is a sign between me and you throughout 
your generations ; that ye may know that I 
am the Lord that doth sanctify you. Ye shall 
keep the sabbath therefore; for it is holy 
unto you: every one that defileth it shall 
surely be put to death: for whosoever doeth 
any work therein, that soul shall be cut off 
from among his people. Six days may work 
be done; but in the seventh is the sabbath of 
rest, holy to the Lord : whosoever doeth any 
work in the sabbath day, he shall surely be 
put to death. Wherefore the children of 
Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the 
sabbath throughout their generations, for a 
perpetual covenant. It is a sign between me 
and the children of Israel for ever : for in 'six 
days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on 
the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed. 

And he gave unto Moses, when he had 
made an end of communing with him upon 
mount Sinai, two tables of testimony* tables 
of stone, written with the finger of God. 


WORSHIP Exodus 32, i— 34, 35 

Between two pictures of the Tabernacle we are shown a very different kind of worship. 
However , the golden idol is ground to dust, the broken laws are renewed, and the good- 
ness of the Lord makes the worship of Him a glorious service. We are given a revelation 
of His character which has become the keynote of His worship throughout the world . 


Voice of the People 

AND when the people saw that Moses 
delayed to come down out of the mount, the 
people gathered themselves together unto 
Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us 
gods, which shall go before us; for as for 
this Moses, the man that brought us up out 
of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is 
become of him. And Aaron said unto them, 
Break off the golden earrings, which are in 
the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of 
your daughters, and bring them unto me. 
And all the people brake off the golden ear- 


rings which were in their ears, and brought 
them unto Aaron. And he received them at 
their hand, and fashioned it with a graving 
tool, after he had made it a molten calf; and 
they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 
And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar 
before it; and Aaron made proclamation, 
and said. To morrow is a feast to the Lord. 
And they rose up early on the morrow, and 
offered burnt offerings, and brought peace 
offerings; and the people sat down to eat and 
to drink, and rose up to play. 
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EXODUS 32, 7 
The Voice of God 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Go, get thee 
down ; for thy people, which thou broughtest 
out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted 
themselves : they have turned aside quickly 
out of the way which I commanded them: 
they have made them a molten calf, and have 
worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto, 
and said, These be thy gods, 1 0 Israel, which 
have brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt. And the Lord said unto Moses, I 
have seen this people, and, behold, it is a 
stiffnecked people: now therefore let me 
alone, that my wrath may wax hot against 
them, and that I may consume them: and I 
will make of thee a great nation. And Moses 
besought the Lord his God, and said, Lord, 
why doth thy wrath wax hot against thy 
people, which thou hast brought forth out of 
the land of Egypt with great power, and with 
a mighty hand? Wherefore should the Egyp- 
tians speak, and say. For mischief did he 
bring them out, to slay them in the mountains, 
and to consume them from the face of the 
earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and 
repent of this evil against thy people. Re- 
member Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy 
servants, to whom thou swarest by thine own 
self, and saidst unto them, I will multiply 
your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this 
land that I have spoken of will I give unto 
your seed, and they shall inherit it for ever. 
And the Lord repented of the evil which he 
thought to do unto his people. 

The Writing of God 

And Moses turned, and went down from 
the mount, and the two tables of the testi- 
mony were in his hand: the tables were 
written on both their sides; on the one side 
and on the other were they written. And the 
tables were the work of God, and the writing 
was the writing of God, graven upon the 
tables. And when Joshua heard the noise of 
the people as they shouted, he said unto 
Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp. 
And he said. It is not the voice of them that 
shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of 
them that cry for being overcome: but the 
noise of them that sing do I hear. 

And it came to pass, as soon as he came 


nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and 
the dancing: and Moses’ anger waxed hot, 
and he cast the tables out of his hands, and 
brake them beneath the mount. And he took 
the calf which they had made, and burnt it in 
the lire, and ground it to powder, and strawed 
it upon the water, and made the children of 
Israel drink of it. And Moses said unto 
Aaron, What did this people unto thee, that 
thou hast brought so great a sin upon them? 
And Aaron said. Let not the anger of my 
lord wax hot: thou knowest the people, that 
they are set on mischief. For they' said unto 
me, Make us gods, which shall go before us : 
for as for this Moses, the man that brought 
us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not 
what is become of him. And I said unto 
them. Whosoever hath any gold, let them 
break it off. So they gave it me : then I cast 
it into the fire, and there came out this calf. 

And when Moses saw that the people were 
naked; (for Aaron had made them naked 
unto their shame among their enemies :) then 
Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and 
said. Who is on the Lord’s side? let him 
come unto me. And all the sons of Levi 
gathered themselves together unto him. And 
he said unto them. Thus saith the Lord God 
of Israel, Put every man his sword by his 
side, and go in and out from gate to gate 
throughout the camp, and slay every man 
his brother, and every man his companion, 
and every man his neighbour. And the 
children of Levi did according to the word of 
Moses: and there fell of the people that day 
about three thousand men. For Moses had 
said. Consecrate yourselves to day to the 
Lord, even every man upon his son, and 
upon his brother; that he may bestow upon 
you a blessing this day. 

The Book of God 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that 
Moses said unto the people. Ye have sinned 
a great sin: and now I will go up unto the 
Lord; peradventure I shall make an atone- 
ment for your sin. And Moses returned 
unto the Lord, and said. Oh, this people 
have sinned a great sin, and have made them 
gods of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt forgive 
their sin—?; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, 
out of thy book which thou hast written. 


Idolatry has to be seen as the forsaking of the true and, only God, if its real character is to be fully esti- 
mated The substitution of helpless and worthless idols as objects of worship is, to modern readers, ignorant 
foolishness, which no intelligent person or community would in these days commit, but to throw over God, 
for no god at all, as many modems do, is surely a greater sin. 



PASSING ON THE REVELATION TO THE PRESENT AGE 

One of the first books to be printed was the Bible , and there is no finer testimony to the 
perpetual value of the Divine Revelation than the constant stream of new editions which 
has issued from the printing presses from that day to this . 


And the Lord said unto Moses, Whosoever 
hath sinned against me, him will I blot out 
of my book. Therefore now go, lead the 
people unto the place of which I have spoken 
unto thee ; behold, mine Angel shall go before 
thee : nevertheless in the day when I visit I 
will visit their sin upon them. And the Lord 
plagued the people, because they made the 
calf, which Aaron made. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Depart, 
and go up hence, thou and the people which 
thou hast brought up out of the land of 
Egypt, unto the land which I sware unto 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying. 


Unto thy seed will I give it: andl will send 
an angel before thee; and I will drive out 
the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, 
and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebu- 
site : unto a land flowing with milk and honey: 
for I will not go up in the midst of thee; for 
thou art a stiffnecked people: lest I consume 
thee in the way. 

And when the people heard these evil 
tidings, they mourned: and no man did put 
on him his ornaments. For the Lord had 
said unto Moses, Say unto the children of 
Israel, Ye are a stiffnecked people: I will 
come up into the midst of thee in a moment. 
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EXODUS 33, 5 

and consume thee: therefore now put off thy 
ornaments from thee, that i may know what 
to do unto thee. And the children of Israel 
stripped themselves of their ornaments by 
the mount Horeb. 

The Tabernacle of God 

And Moses took the tabernacle, and pitched 
it without the camp, afar off from the camp, 
and called it the Tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion. And it came to pass, that every one 
which sought the Lord went out unto the 
tabernacle of the congregation, which was 
without the camp. And it came to pass, 
when Moses went out unto the tabernacle, 
that all the people rose up, and stood every 
man at his tent door, and looked after Moses, 
until he was gone into the tabernacle. And 
it came to pass, as Moses entered into the 
tabernacle, the cloudy pillar descended, and 
stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the 
Lord talked with Moses. And all the people 
saw the cloudy pillar stand at the tabernacle 
door: and all the people rose up and wor- 
shipped, every man in his tent door. And 
the Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a 
man speaketh unto his friend. And he turned 
again into the camp: but his servant Joshua, 
the son of Nun, a young man, departed not 
out of the tabernacle. 

The Presence of God 

And Moses said unto the Lord, See, thou 
sayest unto me. Bring up this people: and 
thou hast not let me know whom thou wilt 
send with me. Yet thou hast said, I know 
thee by name, and thou hast also found grace 
in my sight. Now therefore, I pray thee, if 
I have found grace in thy sight, shew me now 
thy way, that I may know thee, that I may 
find grace m thy sight : and consider that this 
nation is thy people. And he said, My 
presence shall go with thee, and I will give 
thee rest. And he said unto him. If thy 
presence go not with me, carry us not up 
hence. For wherein shall it be known here 
that I and thy people have found grace in thy 
sight? is it not in that thou goest with us? so 
shall we be separated, I and thy people, 
from all the people that are upon the face of 
the earth. 


The Glory qf God 

And the Lord said unto Moses, I will do 
this thing also that thou hast spoken; for 
thou hast found grace in my sight, and I 
know thee by name. And he said, I beseech 
thee, shew me thy glory. And he said, I will 
make ah my goodness pass before thee, and 
I will proclaim the name of the Lord before 
thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I 
will shew mercy. And he said. Thou canst 
not see my face : for there shall no man see 
me, and live. And the Lord said. Behold, 
there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand 
upon a rock : and it shall come to pass, while 
my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a 
clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my 
hand while I pass by: and I will take away 
mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts : l 
but my face shall not be seen* 

The Goodness of God 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Hew thee 
two tables of stone like unto the first; and 
I wifi write upon these tables the words that 
were in the first tables, which thou brakest. 
And be ready in the morning, and come up 
in the morning unto mount Sinai, and pre- 
sent thyself there to me in the top of the 
mount. And no man shall come up with 
thee, neither let any man be seen through- 
out all the mount; neither let the flocks nor 
herds feed before that mount. 

And he hewed two tables of stone like 
unto the first; and Moses rose up early in 
the morning, and went up unto mount Sinai, 
as the Lord had commanded him, and took 
in his hand the two tables of stone. And the 
Lord descended in the cloud, and stood with 
him there, and proclaimed the name of the 
Lord. And the Lord passed by before Mm, 
and proclaimed. The Lord, The Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, 3 longsuffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping 
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, and that will by no 
means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children, and upon 
the children’s children, unto the third and 
to the fourth generation. And Moses made 
haste, and bowed Ms head toward the earth. 


1 The after-glow. 

marvellous pTssag^^he^evelad^^ ethica * 5 and displayed in His character. This is 
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and worshipped. And he said, If now I have 
found grace in thy sight, O Lord, let my 
Lord, I pray thee, go among us; for it is a 
stiffnecked people; and pardon our iniquity 
and our sin, and take us for thine inheri- 
tance. 

The Covenant of God 

And he said. Behold, I make a covenant: 
before all thy people I will do marvels, such 
as have not been done in all the earth, nor 
in any nation: and all the people among 
which thou art shall see the work of the 
Lord: for it is a terrible thing that I will 
do with thee. Observe thou that which I 
command thee this day : behold, I drive out 
before thee the Amorite, and the Canaanite, 
and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the 
Hivite, and the Jebusite. Take heed to thy- 
self, lest thou make a covenant with the 
inhabitants of the land whither thou goest, 
lest it be for a snare in the midst of thee:, 
but ye shall destroy their altars, break their 
images, and cut down their groves: for thou 
shalt worship no other god: for the Lord, 
whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God : lest 
thou make a covenant with the inhabitants 
of the land, and they go a whoring after their 
gods, and do sacrifice unto their gods, and 
one call thee, and thou eat of his sacrifice; 
and thou take of their daughters unto thy 
sons, and their daughters go a whoring after 
their gods, and make thy sons go a whoring 
after their gods. Thou shalt make thee no 
molten gods. 

The God of the Passover 

The feast of unleavened bread shalt thou 
keep. Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened 
bread, as I commanded thee, in the time of 
the month Abib : for in the month Abib thou 
earnest out from Egypt. All that openeth the 
matrix is mine; and every firstling among 
thy cattle, whether ox or sheep, that is male. 
But the firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem 
with a lamb: and if thou redeem him not, 
then shalt thou break his neck. All the first- 
born of thy sons thou shalt redeem. And 
none shall appear before me empty. 

The Worship of God 

Six days thou shalt work, but on the 


EXODUS 34, 35 

seventh day thou shalt rest: 1 2 in earing time 
and in harvest thou shalt rest. And thou 
shalt observe the feast of weeks, of the first- 
fruits of wheat harvest, and the feast of in- 
gathering at the year’s end. Thrice in the 
year shall all your men children appear be- 
fore the Lord God, the God of Israel. For 
I will cast out the nations before thee, and 
enlarge thy borders: neither shall any man 
desire thy land, when thou shalt go up to 
appear before the Lord thy God thrice in 
the year. 

Thou shalt not offer the blood of my sacri- 
fice with leaven; neither shall the sacrifice 
of the feast of the passover be left unto the 
morning. The first of the firstfruits of thy 
land thou shalt bring unto the house of the 
Lord thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid 
in his mother’s milk. 

The Radiance of God 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Write thou 
these words : for after the tenor of these words 
I have made a covenant with thee and with 
Israel. And he was there with the Lord forty 
days and forty nights; he did neither eat 
bread, nor drink water. And he wrote upon 
the tables the words of the covenant, the ten 
commandments. 

And it came to pass, when Moses came 
down from mount Sinai with the two tables 
of testimony in Moses’ hand, when he came 
down from the mount, that Moses wist not 
that the skin of his face shone while he talked 
with him. And when Aaron and all the chil- 
dren of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin 
of his face shone; and they were afraid to 
come nigh him. And Moses called unto 
them; and Aaron and all the rulers of the 
congregation returned unto him: and Moses 
talked with them. And afterward all the 
children of Israel came nigh: and he gave 
them in commandment all that the Lord 
had spoken with him in mount Sinai. And 
till Moses had done speaking with them, he 
put a vail on his face. But when Moses went 
in before the Lord to speak with him, he 
took the vail off, until he came out. And he 
came out, and spake unto the children of 
Israel that which he was commanded. And 
the children of Israel saw the face of Moses, 
that the skin of Moses’ face shone : and Moses 
put the vail upon his face again, until he went 
in to speak with him. 


1 The references on this page to the Sabbath, the Festivals, and the Sacrifices, strike the note of the times 

for worship throughout the year. Between the pictures of the Sanctuary we hear the Church Bells. 



SANCTUARY OF THE ALL-REVEALING GOD 

BUILDING AND FURNISHING THE TABERNACLE 

EXODUS CHAPTERS 35, i-4G, 38 

At this Sanctuary history lingers . The journey is not resumed until Leviticus has made 
us acquainted with the movement which was born and cradled in this, the first true House 
of God . But that story cannot be told until the House is built; so here me are shown 
the builders at work, and the quality of their workmanship « 


1ND Moses gathered all the congre- 

j\ gation of the children of Israel to- 

/ \ gether, and said unto them, These 
JL JL are the words which the Lord hath 
commanded 3 that ye should do them. Six 
days shall work be done, but on the seventh 
day there shall be to you an holy day, a sab- 
bath of rest to the Lord; whosoever doeth 
work therein shall be put to death. Ye shall 
kindle no fire throughout your habitations 
upon the sabbath day. 

And Moses spake unto all the congrega- 
tion of the children of Israel, saying. This is 
the thing which the Lord commanded, say- 
ing, Take ye from among you an offering 
unto the Lord: whosoever is of a willing 
heart, let him bring it, an offering of the 
Lord; gold, and silver, and brass, and blue, 
and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and 
goats’ hair, and rams’ skins dyed red, and 
badgers 5 skins, and shittim wood, and oil for 
the light, and spices for anointing oil, and 
for the sweet incense, and onyx stones, and 
stones to be set for the ephod, and for the 
breastplate. 

And every wise hearted among you shall 
come, and make all that the Lord hath com- 
manded; the tabernacle, his tent, and his 
covering, his laches, and his boards, his bars, 
his pillars, and his sockets, the ark, and the 
staves thereof, with the mercy seat, and the 
vail of the covering, the table, and his staves, 
and all his vessels, and the shewbread, the 
candlestick also for the light, and his furni- 
ture, and his lamps, with the oil for the light, 
and the incense altar, and his staves, and the 
anointing oil, and the sweet incense, and the 
hanging for the door at the entering in of 
the tabernacle, the altar of burnt offering, 
with his brasen grate, his staves, and all his 
vessels, the laver and his foot, the hangings 
of the court, his pillars, and their sockets, 
and the hanging for the door of the court. 


the pins of the tabernacle, and the pins of the 
court, and their cords, the cloths of service, 
to do service in the holy place, the holy gar- 
ments for Aaron the priest, and the garments 
of his sons, to minister in the priest’s office. 

The Great Offertory 

And all the congregation of the children of 
Israel departed from the presence of Moses. 
And they came, every one whose heart stirred 
him up, and every one whom his spirit made 
willing, and they brought the Lord’s offering 
to the work of the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, and for all his service, and for the 
holy garments. And they came, both men 
and women, as many as were willing hearted, 
and brought bracelets, and earrings, and 
rings, and tablets, all jewels of gold: and 
every man that offered offered an offering of 
gold unto the Lord. And every man, with 
whom was found blue, and purple, and scar- 
let, and fine linen, and goats* hair, and red 
skins of rams, and badgers’ skins, brought 
them. Every one that did offer an offering 
of silver and brass brought the Lord’s offer- 
ing: and every man, with whom was found 
shittim wood for any work of the service, 
brought it. And all the women that were 
wise hearted did spin with their hands, and 
brought that which they had spun, both of 
blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and of 
fine linen. And all the women whose heart 
stirred them up in wisdom spun goats’ hah. 
And the rulers brought onyx stones, and 
stones to be set, for the ephod, and for the 
breastplate; and spice, and oil for the light, 
and for the anointing oil, and for the sweet 
incense. The children of Israel brought a 
willing offering unto the Lord, every man 
and woman, whose heart made them willing 
to bring for all manner of work, which the 
Lord had commanded to be made by the 
hand of Moses. 


GocPs Workmen 

And Moses said unto the children of Is- 
rael, See, the Lord hath called by name 
Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of 
the tribe of Judah; and he hath filled him 
with the spirit of God, in wisdom, in under- 
standing, and in knowledge, and in all manner 
of workmanship ; and to devise curious works, 
to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass, 
and in the cutting of stones, to set them, and 
In carving of wood, to make any manner of 
cunning work* And he hath put in his heart 
that he may teach, both he, and Aholiab, the 
son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. Them 
hath he filled with wisdom of heart, to work 
all manner of work, of the engraver, and 
of the cunning workman, and of the em- 
broiderer, in blue, and in purple, in scarlet, 
and in fine linen, and of the weaver, even of 
them that do any work, and of those that 
devise cunning work. Then wrought Beza- 
leel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted man, 
in whom the Lord put wisdom and under- 
standing to know how to work all manner of 
work for the service of the sanctuary, accord- 
ing to all that the Lord had commanded. 

And Moses called Bezaleel and Aholiab, 
and every wise hearted man, in whose heart 
the Lord had put wisdom, even every one 
whose heart stirred him up to come unto the 
work to do it: and they received of Moses 
all the offering, which the children of Israel 
had brought for the work of the service of 
the sanctuary, to make it withal. And they 
brought yet unto him free offerings every 
morning. And all the wise men, that wrought 
all the work of the sanctuary, came every 
man from his work which they made. 

More than Enough 

And they spake unto Moses, saying, The 
people bring much more than enough for 
the service of the work, which the. Lord 
commanded to make. And Moses gave com- 
mandment, and they caused it to be pro- 
claimed throughout the camp, saying. Let 
neither man nor woman make any more work 
for the offering of the sanctuary. So the 
people were restrained from bringing. For 
the stuff they had was sufficient for ail the 
work to make it, and too much. 

The Tent of Meeting 

And every wise hearted man among them 
that wrought the work of the tabernacle made 


EXODUS 36, 28 

ten curtains of fine twined linen, and blue, 
and purple, and scarlet: with cherubims of 
cunning work made he them. The length of 
one curtain was twenty and eight cubits, and 
the breadth of one curtain four cubits: the 
curtains were all of one size. And he coupled 
the five curtains one unto another: and the 
other five curtains he coupled one unto an- 
other. And he made loops of blue on the 
edge of one curtain from the selvedge in the 
coupling : likewise he made in the uttermost 
side of another curtain, in the coupling of 
the second. Fifty loops made he in one cur- 
tain, and fifty loops made he in the edge of 
the curtain which was in the coupling of the 
second : the loops held one curtain to another. 
And he made fifty taches of gold, and coupled 
the curtains one unto another with the taches : 
so it became one tabernacle* 

And he made curtains of goats 9 hair for 
the tent over the tabernacle : eleven curtains 
he made them. The length of one curtain 
was thirty cubits, and four cubits was the 
breadth of one curtain: the eleven curtains 
were of one size* And he coupled five cur- 
tains by themselves, and six curtains by 
themselves. And he made fifty loops upon 
the uttermost edge of the curtain in the 
coupling, and fifty loops made he upon the 
edge of the curtain which coupleth the second. 
And he made fifty taches of brass to couple 
the tent together, that it might be one. And 
he made a covering for the tent of rams 9 skins 
dyed red, and a covering of badgers 9 skins 
above that* 

Its Framework 

And he made boards for the tabernacle 
of shittim wood, standing up. The length of 
a board was ten cubits, and the breadth of 
a board one cubit and a half. One board had 
two tenons, equally distant one from another : 
thus did he make for all the boards of the 
tabernacle. And he made boards for the 
tabernacle; twenty boards for the south side 
southward: and forty sockets of silver he 
made under the twenty boards; two sockets 
under one board for his two tenons, and two 
sockets under another board for his two 
tenons. And for the other side of the taber- 
nacle, which is toward the north corner, he 
made twenty boards, and their forty sockets 
of silver; two sockets under one board, and 
two sockets under another board. And for 
the sides of the tabernacle westward he made 
six boards. And two boards made he for the 
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comers of the tabernacle In the two sides. 
And they were coupled beneath, and coupled 
together at the head thereof, to one ring ; thus 
he did to both of them in both the comers. 
And there were eight boards ; and their sockets 
were sixteen sockets of silver, under every 
board two sockets. 

And he made bars of shittim wood; five 
for the boards of the one side of the taber- 
nacle, and five bars for the boards of the 
other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for 
the boards of the tabernacle for the sides 
westward. And he made the middle bar to 
shoot through the boards from the one end 
to the other. And he overlaid the boards 
with gold, and made their rings of gold to 
be places for the bars, and overlaid the bars 
with gold. 

Its Screen 

And he made a vail of blue, and purple, 
and scarlet, and fine twined linen: with 
cherubims made he it of cunning work. And 
he made thereunto four pillars of shittim 
wood, and overlaid them with gold: their 
hooks were of gold; and he cast for them four 
sockets of silver. And he made an hanging 
for the tabernacle door of blue, and purple, 
and scarlet, and fine twined linen, of needle- 
work; and the five pillars of it with their 
hooks: and he overlaid their chapiters and 
their fillets with gold: but their five sockets 
were of brass. 

The Ark 

And Bezaleel made the ark of shittim 
wood: two cubits and a half was the length 
of it, and a cubit and a half the breadth of it, 
and a cubit and a half the height of it: and 
he overlaid it with pure gold within and 
without, and made a crown of gold to it 
round about. And he cast for it four rings 
of gold, to be set by the four comers of it; 
even two rings upon the one side of it, and 
two rings upon the other side of it. And he 
made staves of shittim wood, and overlaid 
them with gold. And he put the staves into 
the rings by the sides of the ark, to bear 
the ark. 


The Mercy Seat 

And he made the mercy seat of pure gold; 
two cubits and a half was the length thereof, 
and one cubit and a half the breadth thereof. 
And he made two cherubims of gold, beaten 
out of one piece made he them, on the two 
ends of the mercy seat; one cherub on the 
end on this side, and another cherub on the 
other end on that side; out of the mercy seat 
made he the cherubims on the two ends 
thereof. And the cherubims spread out their 
wings on high, and covered with their wings 
over the mercy seat, with their faces one to 
another; even to the mercy seatward were 
the faces of the cherubims. 

The Table 

And he made the table of shittim wood : l 
two cubits was the length thereof, and a cubit 
the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half 
the height thereof: and he overlaid it with 
pure gold, and made thereunto a crown of 
gold round about. Also he made thereunto 
a border of an handbreadth round about; and 
made a crown of gold for the border thereof 
round about. And he cast for it four rings 
of gold, and put the rings upon the four 
comers that were in the four feet thereof. 
Over against the border were the rings, the 
places for the staves to bear the table. And 
he made the staves of shittim wood, and 
overlaid them with gold, to bear the table. 
And he made the vessels which were upon 
the table, his dishes, and his spoons , 3 and his 
bowls, and his covers to cover withal, of pure 
gold. 

The Candlestick 

And he made the candlestick of pure gold : 
of beaten work made he the candlestick; his 
shaft, and his branch, his bowls, his knops, 
and Ms flowers, were of the same; and six 
branches going out of the sides thereof 3 three 
branches of the candlestick out of die one 
side thereof, and three branches of the candle- 
stick out of the other side thereof ; three bowls 
made after the fashion of almonds in one 
branch, a knop and a flower; and three bowls 
made like almonds in another branch, a knop 


1 On this Table of Shew-bread— bread set out or exhibited— stood the golden dishes which held the flat 
cakes of bread made each week for the offering, with the flagons and chalices for the wine. Its place is taken 
m the Christian Church by the Holy Table. 

2 These spoons or pans were for holding the frankincense, and were placed, one on each of the two piles 
ot bread. All the gifts on this Table were in the nature of a continual thank-offering to God for His daily 
bounty, and an acknowledgement that they were to be used in His service. 



EVERY NEW CATHEDRAL RETELLS THIS SACRED STORY 


The Cathedrals we are building now show how the Tent Sanctuary has been enriched 
by the ages . Originally the Tabernacle must have been little more than a tent set apart 
for waiting upon God, but it set the pattern of the House of God for all time. 


and a flower: so throughout the six branches 
going out of the candlestick. And in the 
candlestick were four bowls made like al- 
monds, his knops, and his flowers: and a 
knop under two branches of the same, and 
a knop under two branches of the same, and 
a knop under two branches of the same, ac- 


cording to the six branches going out of it. 
Their knops and their branches were of the 
same: all of it was one beaten work of pure 
gold. And he made his seven lamps, and his 
snuffers, and his snuffdishes, of pure gold. 
Of a talent of pure gold made he it, and all 
the vessels thereof. 


me 


EXODUS 37, 25 

The Altar of Incense 

And he made the incense altar of shittim 
wood: the length of it was a cubit, and the 
breadth of it a cubit; it was foursquare; and 
two cubits was -the height of it; the horns 
thereof were of the same. And he overlaid 
it with pure gold, both the top of it, and the 
sides thereof round about, and the horns of 
it: also he made unto it a crown of gold 
round about. And he made two rings of 
gold for it under the crown thereof, by the 
two comers of it, upon the two sides thereof, 
to be places for the staves to bear it withal. 
And he made the staves of shittim wood, and 
overlaid them with gold. 

And he made the holy anointing oil, and 
the pure incense of sweet spices, according to 
the work of the apothecary. 

The Altar of Burnt Offering 

And he made the altar of burnt offering of 
shittim wood: five cubits was the length 
thereof, and five cubits the breadth thereof; 
it was foursquare ; and three cubits the height 
thereof. And he made the horns thereof on 
the four corners of it; the horns thereof were 
of the same: and he overlaid it with brass. 
And he made ail the vessels of the altar, the 
pots, and the shovels, and the basons, and 
the fleshhooks, and the firepans : ail the ves- 
sels thereof made he of brass. And he made 
for the altar a brasen grate of network under 
the compass thereof beneath unto the midst 
of it. And he cast four rings for the four 
ends of the grate of brass, to be places for the 
staves. And he made the staves of shittim 
wood, and overlaid them with brass. And he 
put the staves into the rings on the sides of 
ttie altar, to bear it withal; he made the altar 
hollow with boards. ' ; 'i ■■ f ; 1 : 

The Laver ' ' 

And he made the laver of brass, and the 
foot of it of brass, of the lookingglasses 1 of 
the women assembling, which assembled at 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

The Outer Court 

And he made the court: on the south side 
southward the hangings of the court were of 
fine twined linen, an hundred cubits : Their 
pillars were twenty, and their brasen sockets 
twenty; the hooks of the pillars and their 


fillets were of silver. And for the north side 
the hangings were an hundred cubits, their 
pillars were twenty, and their sockets of brass 
twenty; the hooks of the pillars and their 
fillets of silver. And for the west side were 
hangings of fifty cubits, their pillars ten, and 
their sockets ten; the hooks of the pillars and 
their fillets of silver. And for the east side 
eastward fifty cubits. The hangings of the 
one side of the gate were fifteen cubits; their 
pillars three, and their sockets three. And 
for the other side of the court gate, on this 
hand and that hand, were hangings of fifteen 
cubits; their pillars three, and their sockets 
three. All the hangings of the court round 
about were of fine twined linen. And the 
sockets for the pillars were of brass ; the hooks 
of the pillars and their fillets of silver; and 
the overlaying of their chapiters of silver; 
and all the pillars of the court were filleted 
with silver. And the hanging for the gate 
of the court was needlework, of blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen: 
and twenty cubits was the length, and the 
height in the breadth was five cubits, answer- 
able to the hangings of the court. And their 
pillars were four, and their sockets of brass 
four; their hooks of silver, and the overlaying 
of their chapiters and their fillets of silver. 
And ail the pins of the tabernacle, and of the 
court round about, were of brass. 

Gold and Silver Work 

This is the sum of the tabernacle, even of 
the tabernacle of testimony, as it was counted, 
according to the commandment of Moses, 
for the service, of the Levites, by the hand 
of Ithamar, son to Aaron the priest. And 
Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of 
the tribe of Judah, made all that the Lord 
commanded Moses. And with him was 
Aholiab, son of Ahisamacb, of the tribe of 
Dan, an engraver, and a cunning workman, 
and an embroiderer in blue, and in purple, 
and in scarlet, and fine linen. 

All the gold that was occupied for the work 
in ’all the work of the holy place, even the 
gold of the offering, was twenty and nine 
talents, and seven hundred and thirty shekels, 
after the shekel of the sanctuary. And the 
silver of them that were numbered of the 
congregation was an hundred talents, and 
a thousand seven hundred and threescore 
and fifteen shekels, after the shekel of the 


1 ^trance to some of the heathen temples it was customary to have mirrors of burnished brass for 

the women who were taking partin the pagan services. In the tabernacle these idolatrous practices are abolished. 
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sanctuary: 1 2 a bekah for every man, that is, 
half a shekel, after the shekel of the sanctuary, 
for every one that went to be numbered, from 
twenty years old and upward, for six hun- 
dred thousand and three thousand and five 
hundred and fifty men. And of the hundred 
talents of silver were cast the sockets of the 
sanctuary, and the sockets of the vail; an 
hundred sockets of the hundred talents, a 
talent for a socket. And of the thousand 
seven hundred seventy and five shekels he 
made hooks for the pillars, and overlaid their 
chapiters, and filleted them. And the brass 
of the offering was seventy talents, and two 
thousand and four hundred shekels. And 
therewith he made the sockets to the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation, and the 
brasen altar, and the brasen grate for it, and 
ail the vessels of the altar, and the sockets of 
the court round about, and the sockets of the 
court gate, and all the pins of the tabernacle, 
and all the pins of the court round about. 

Service Cloths 

And of the blue, and purple, and scarlet, 
they made cloths of service, to do service in 
the holy place, and made the holy garments 
for Aaron; as the Lord commanded Moses. 

And he made the ephod of gold, blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen. 
And they did beat the gold into thin plates, 
and cut it into wires, to work it in the blue, 
and in the purple, and in the scarlet, and in 
the fine linen, with canning work. They 
made shoulderpieces for it, to couple it to- 
gether: by the two edges was it coupled 
together. And the curious girdle of his ephod, 
that was upon it, was of the same, according 
to the work thereof ; of gold, blue, and purple, 
and scarlet, and fine twined linen; as the 
Lord commanded Moses. 

And they wrought onyx stones inclosed in 
ouches of gold, graven, as signets are graven, 
with the names of the children of Israel. And 
he put them on the shoulders of the ephod, 
that they should be stones for a memorial 
to the children of Israel; as the Lord com- 
manded Moses. 

The Breastplate 

And he made the breastplate 2 of cunning 
work, like the work of the ephod; of gold, 
blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined 


EXODUS 39, 26 

linen. It was foursquare; they made the 
breastplate double : a span was the length 
thereof, and a span the breadth thereof, being 
doubled. And they set in it four rows of 
stones : the first row was a sardius, a topaz, 
and a carbuncle : this was the first row. And 
the second row, an emerald, a sapphire, and 
a diamond. And the third row, a figure, an 
agate, and an amethyst. 'And the fourth row, 
a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper: they were in- 
closed in ouches of gold in their inclosings. 
And the stones were according to the names 
of the children of Israel, twelve, according 
to their names, like the engravings of a signet, 
every one with his name, according to the 
twelve tribes. And they made upon the 
breastplate chains at the ends, of wreathen 
work of pure gold. And they made two 
ouches of gold, and two gold rings; and put 
the two rings in the two ends of the breast- 
plate. And they put the two wreathen chains 
of gold in the two rings on the ends of the 
breastplate. And the two ends of the two 
wreathen chains they fastened in the two 
ouches, and put them on the shoulderpieces 
of the ephod, before it. And they made two 
rings of gold, and put them on the two ends 
of the breastplate, upon the border of it, 
which was on the side of the ephod inward. 
And they made two other golden rings, and 
put them on the two sides of the ephod 
underneath, toward the forepart of it, over 
against the other coupling thereof, above the 
curious girdle of the ephod. And they did 
bind the breastplate by his rings unto the 
rings of the ephod with a lace of blue, that 
it might be above the curious girdle of the 
ephod, and that the breastplate might not be 
loosed from the ephod; as the Lord com- 
manded Moses. 

The Ephod Cassock 

And he made the robe of the ephod 3 of 
woven work, all of blue. And there was an 
hole in the midst of the robe, as the hole of 
an habergeon, with a band round about the 
hole, that it should not rend. And they made 
upon the hems of the robe pomegranates of 
blue, and purple, and scarlet, and twined 
linen. And they made bells 4 of pure gold, and 
put the bells between the pomegranates upon 
the hem of the robe, round about between 
the pomegranates; a bell and a pomegranate, 


1 A gold shekel was worth about £2 and a gold talent, £6,000. A silver shekel about 2$. 6 d., and a silver 

talent £400. 2 See pp. 93, n. 1, 120, n. 3. 

3 Compare p. 93, n. 1. 4 See p. 94, n. 1. 
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a bell and a pomegranate, round about the 
hem of the robe to minister in; as the Lord 
commanded Moses, 

And they made coats of fine linen of woven 
work for Aaron, and for his sons, and a mitre 
of fine linen, and goodly bonnets of fine linen, 
and linen breeches of fine twined linen, and 
a girdle of fine twined linen, and blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, of needlework; as the 
Lord commanded Moses. 

The Holy Crown 

And they made the plate of the holy crown 
of pure gold, and wrote upon it a writing, like 
to the engravings of a signet, HOLINESS 
TO THE LORD. 1 And they tied unto it a 
lace of blue, to fasten it on high upon the 
mitre; as the Lord commanded Moses. 

The Gifts Assembled 

Thus was all the work of the tabernacle 
of the tent of the congregation finished : and 
the children of Israel did according to all that 
the Lord commanded Moses, so did they. 

And they brought the tabernacle unto 
Moses, the tent, and all his furniture, his 
taches, his boards, his bars, and his pillars, 
and his sockets, and the covering of rams’ 
skins dyed red, and the covering of badgers’ 
skins, and the vail of the covering, the ark 
of the testimony, and the staves thereof, and 
the mercy seat, the table, and all the vessels 
thereof, and the shewbread, the pure candle- 
stick, with the lamps thereof, even with the 
lamps to be set in order, and all the vessels 
thereof, and the oil for light, and the golden 
altar, and the anointing oil, and the sweet 
incense, and the hanging for the tabernacle 
door, the brasen altar, and his grate of brass, 
his staves, and all his vessels, the laver and 
his foot, the hangings of the court, his pillars, 
and his sockets, and the hanging for the court 
gate, his cords, and his pins, and all the 
vessels of the service of the tabernacle, for 
the tent of the congregation, the cloths of 
service to do service in the holy place, and 
the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and 
his sons’ garments, to minister in the priest’s 
office. According to all that the Lord com- 
manded Moses, so the children of Israel 
made all the work. And Moses did look upon 
all the work, and, behold, they had done it 


as the Lord had commanded, even so had 
they done it: and Moses blessed them. 

Final Directions 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
On the first day of the first month shall thou 
set up the tabernacle of the tent of the con- 
gregation. And thou shall put therein the 
ark of the testimony, and cover the ark with 
the vail. And thou shalt bring in the table, 
and set in order the things that are to be set 
in order upon it; and thou shalt bring in the 
candlestick, and light the lamps thereof. 
And thou shalt set the altar of gold for the 
incense before the ark of the testimony, and 
put the hanging of the door to the taber- 
nacle. And thou shalt set the altar of the 
burnt offering before the door of the taber- 
nacle of the tent of the congregation. And 
thou shalt set the laver between the tent of 
the congregation and the altar, and shalt put 
water therein. And thou shalt set up the 
court round about, and hang up the hanging 
at the court gate. And thou shalt take the 
anointing oil, and anoint the tabernacle, and 
all that is therein, and shalt hallow it, and 
all the vessels thereof: and it shall be holy. 
And thou shalt anoint the altar of the burnt 
offering, and all his vessels, and sanctify the 
altar : and it shall be an altar most holy. And 
thou shalt anoint the laver and his foot, and 
sanctify it. And thou shalt bring Aaron and 
his sons unto the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and wash them with water. 
And thou shalt put upon Aaron the holy 
garments, and anoint him, and sanctify him; 
that he may minister unto me in the priest’s 
office. And thou shalt bring his sons, and 
clothe them with coats : and thou shalt anoint 
them, as thou didst anoint their father, that 
they may minister unto me in the priest’s 
office: for their anointing shall surely be 
an everlasting priesthood throughout their 
generations. Thus did Moses : according to 
all that the Lord commanded him, so did he. 

The Tent Erected 

And it came to pass in the first month in 
the second year, on the first day of the month, 
that the tabernacle was reared up. And 
Moses reared up the tabernacle, and fastened 
his sockets, and set up the boards thereof. 


The great words reveal the purpose and promise of God for the new humanity which, beginning with 
Israel, He has set out to create. Until we discover what the call means, for a Divine Cali it is, and see it not 
as an end in itself but as an initial step, a preparation for new creative work with, and service for, God, we 
shall never enter into the glorious inheritance which God has prepared for mankind. 
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and put in the bars thereof, and reared up 
his pillars. And he spread abroad the tent 
over the tabernacle, and put the covering of 
the tent above upon it; as the Lord com- 
manded Moses. And he took and put the 
testimony into the ark, and set the staves on 
the ark, and put the mercy seat above upon 
the ark: and he brought the ark into the 
tabernacle, and set up the vail of the cover- 
ing, and covered the ark of the testimony; 
as the Lord commanded Moses. And he 
put the table in the tent of the congregation, 
upon the side of the tabernacle northward, 
without the vail. And he set the bread in 
order upon it before the Lord; as the Lord 
had commanded Moses. And he put the 
candlestick in the tent of the congregation, 
over against the table, on the side of the 
tabernacle southward. And he lighted the 
lamps before the Lord; as the Lord com- 
manded Moses. And he put the golden altar 
in the tent of the congregation before the 
vail: and he burnt sweet incense thereon; as 
the Lord commanded Moses. And he set 
up the hanging at the door of the tabernacle. 
And he put the altar of burnt offering by 
the door of the tabernacle of the tent of the 
congregation, and offered upon it the burnt 
offering and the meat offering; as the Lord 


EXODUS 40, 38 

commanded Moses. And he set the laver 
between the tent of the congregation and the 
altar, and put water there, to wash withal. 
And Moses and Aaron and his sons washed 
their hands and their feet thereat : when they 
went into the tent of the congregation, and 
when they came near unto the altar, they 
washed; as the Lord commanded Moses. 
And he reared up the court round about the 
tabernacle and the altar, and set up the hang- 
ing of the court gate. So Moses finished the 
work. 

The Crowning Glory 
Then a cloud covered the tent of the con- 
gregation, and the glory of the Lord filled 
the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to 
enter into the tent of the congregation, be- 
cause the cloud abode thereon, and the glory 
of the Lord filled the tabernacle. And when 
the cloud was taken up from oyer the taber- 
nacle, the children of Israel went onward in 
all their journeys : But if the cloud were not 
taken up, then they journeyed not till the 
day that it was taken up. For the cloud of 
the Lord was upon the tabernacle by day, 
and fire was on it by night, in the sight of 
all the house of Israel, throughout all their 
journeys. 
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LEVITICUS 

THE MIRROR OF A GREAT MOVEMENT REFLECTING 
THE GLORY OF THE CATHEDRAL AGE OF ANTIQUITY 

Leviticus stands in the Pentateuch like a Cathedral in the Fenlands y a magnificent 
memorial to God but so elaborate that it seems to be out of place in such a setting . We 
are not surprised * therefore * to find the book in its present form regarded as the product 
of a later age> when religion had developed a richer ritual than was possible in the 
desert . But there was good reason for placing it where it now stands . At this point in 
the Sacred Story * wonder turns to worship . The bud bursts into bloom . The spring- 
tide of the spirit is at hand . A new experience * exultant and creative, is beginning to 
sway the hearts of men and carry them to lofty heights of vision and achievement 

Unless we translate the Book of Leviticus into life and action and really see the people 
doing what is commanded it will never be anything more to us than a dead letter . We 
must turn the laws into deeds . We must see the worshipper making Ms way to the altar 
with the best of his herd as a gift to his God . We must hear the call of the silver 
trumpets proclaiming a jubilee. Only so can we catch the spirit and meaning of this 
great movement to give worship its place in life. As directions for the conduct of our 
own religious devotions the rules and regulations given here are of little value, but as 
descriptions of living scenes in a creative period of human progress they are vastly 
illuminating. To a world which has largely lost the sense of worship they are a 
challenging call. 

The book opens * as we would expect * with an outburst of devotion . This was the 
distinctive note of the Burnt or Whole Offering. In it the worshipper sought no blessing 
for himself. His sole desire was to delight and honour God. The best he had, he gave , 
and to make the gift absolute and irretrievable he waited at the altar until he saw it 
consumed by the sacred flames. It was an act of the purest and most exalted worship, 
and rightly deserved to be known as The Splendour Offering. 


THE BURNT OFFERING 

AND the Lord called unto Moses* and 
/\ spake unto him out of the taber- 
jj \ nacle of the congregation* saying* 
JL JLSpeak unto the children of Israel* 
and say unto them* If any man of you bring 
an offering unto the Lord* ye shall bring 
your offering of the cattle* even of the herd* 
and of the flock. 

If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the 
herd* let him offer a male without blemish: 
he shall offer it of his own voluntary will at 
the door of the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion before the Lord. And he shall put his 
hand upon the head of the burnt offering; 


Leviticus 1 , 1-17 

and it shall be accepted for Mm to make 
atonement for him. And he shall kin the 
bullock before the Lord: and the priests* 
Aaron’s sons* shall bring the blood* and 
sprinkle the blood round about upon the 
altar that is by the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation. And he shall flay the burnt 
offering* and cut it into Ms pieces. And the 
sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire upon 
the altar* and lay the wood in order upon the 
fire : and the priests* Aaron’s sons* shall lay 
the parts* the head* and the fat* in order upon 
the wood that is on the fire which is upon the 
altar: but his inwards and Ms legs shall he 




ALL NATIONS SHALL COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE THEE 


In different temples we may kneel and with differing voices pray y but it is to the same 
Lord y the only King of Glory y we lift up our hearts in adoration and worship , 


wash in water: and the priest shall burn all 
on the altar, to be a burnt sacrifice, an offer- 
ing made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the 
Lord. 


And if his offering be of the flocks, namely, 
of the sheep, or of the goats, for a burnt 
sacrifice; he shall bring it a male without 
blemish. And he shall kill it on the side of 


LEVITICUS 1, n 

the altar northward before the Lord : and the 
priests, Aaron’s sons, shall sprinkle his blood 
round about upon the altar. And he shall 
cut it into his pieces, with his head and his 
fat : and the priest shall lay them in order on 
the wood that is on the fire which is upon the 
altar: but he shall wash the inwards and the 
legs with water : and the priest shall bring it 
all, and burn it upon the altar: it is a burnt 
sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet 
savour unto the Lord. 

And if the burnt sacrifice for his offering 
to the Lord be of fowls, then he shall bring 


his offering of turtledoves, or of young 
pigeons/. And the priest shall bring it unto 
the altar, and wring off his head, and bum 
it on the altar; and the blood thereof shall be 
wrung -out at the side of the altar: and he 
shall pluck away his crop with his feathers, 
and cast it beside the altar on the east part, 
by the place of the ashes : and he shall cleave 
it with the wings thereof, but shall not divide 
it asunder : l and the priests shall bum it upon 
the altar, upon the wood that is upon the 
fire : it is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made 
by fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord. 


THE MEAL OFFERING Leviticus 2, i~i 6 

Side by side with the Splendour Offering is the simplest , homeliest offering imaginable — 
just a few cakes made from coarse meal . It seems hardly possible that so modest a gift 
should be given such prominence , and we can well understand how , tn the course of time , 
this Meal {not Meat) Offering was linked up with one or other of the more imposing 
animal sacrifices as its suitable accompaniment , in the way that we take bread with meat 
But here it stands alone as an independent offerings and upon it falls the firelight of both 
the altar and the hearth . In this glow its glory increases , for these homemade girdle 
cakes lift the lowliest work at the fireside to the level of the altar , and hallow for ever 
the daily labour of human hands as an acceptable offering to God . So worship opens, in 
this ancient book, with two great offerings — life and labour . 

II ND when any will offer a meat 2 offering offering. And if thy oblation be a meat 
/ \ unto the Lord, his offering shall offering baken in the fryingpan, it shall be 
j \ be of fine flour; and he shall pour made of fine flour with oil. And thou shaft 
JL JLoil upon it, and put frankincense bring the meat offering that is made of these 
thereon : and he shall bring it to Aaron’s things unto the Lord : and when it is pre- 

sons the priests: and he shall take thereout sented unto the priest, he shall bring it unto 

his handful of the flour thereof, and of the the altar. And the priest shall take from the 
oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof; meat offering a memorial thereof, and shall 
and the priest shall burn the memorial 3 of it burn it upon the altar: it is an offering made 
upon the altar, to be an offering made by by fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord. 
fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord: and And that which is left of the meat offering 
the remnant of the meat offering shall be shall be Aaron’s and his sons*: it is a thing 
Aaron’s and his sons’ : it is a thing most holy most holy of the offerings of the Lord made 

of the offerings of the Lord made by fire. by fire. No meat offering, which ye shall 

And if thou bring an oblation of a meat bring unto the Lord, shall be made with 
offering baken in the oven, it shall be un- leaven: for ye shall bum no leaven, nor any 

leavened cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, honey, in any offering of the Lord made by 

or unleavened wafers anointed with oil . 4 fire. 

And if thy oblation be a meat offering baken As for the oblation of the firstfruits, ye 

in a pan, it shall be of fine flour unleavened, shall offer them unto the Lord : but they 

mingled with oil. Thou shalt part it in shall not be burnt on the altar for a sweet 
pieces, and pour oil thereon: it is a meat savour. And every oblation of thy meat 

1 It required great skill to do this properly. As much care had to be taken with the poor person’s offering as 

with any other * Cereal or fine flour. 

1 he part dedicated to God, and on which the frankincense had been sprinkled. 

4 Oil was used in place of butter. 
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offering shalt thou season with salt; neither 
shalt thou suffer the salt of the covenant of 
thy God to be lacking from thy meat offer- 
ing: with all thine offerings thou shalt offer 
salt. 

And if thou offer a meat offering of thy 
firstfruits unto the Lord, thou shalt offer for 
the meat offering of thy firstfruits green ears 


LEVITICUS 3 , 14 

of corn dried by the fire, even corn beaten 
out of full ears. And thou shalt put oil upon 
it, and lay frankincense thereon : it is a meat 
offering. And the priest shall burn the 
memorial of it, part of the beaten com there- 
of, and part of the oil thereof, with all the 
frankincense thereof: it is an offering made 
by fire unto the Lord. 


THE PEACE OFFERING 


Leviticus 3 , 1— 17 


The flame which rises from this altar lights up the whole sacrificial system . It sets the 
scheme in a clear perspective . This Peace Offerings or Banquet , is not like the others . 
In its character and spirit it stands alone . It is the Peak of Blessedness . The other 
sacrifices are ranged on either side of it > and show the two ways of ascent to it . We may 
call one, that which is marked by the glow of the Whole-Burnt Offering and the Meal 
Offerings The Way of Devotion and the others The Way of Disciplines for it lies 
through the fires of the Sin and Trespass Offerings. From this angle the whole system 
of sacrifice becomes intelligible . It offers to the devout readers who is otherwise perplexed 
by the obscurities of rituals a revelation of abiding significance . 

What a daring vision of faiths to present the altar as a table spread for a banquets and 
the hour of sacrifice as a time for fellowship with God! What a conception of human 
destiny! God and man rejoicing together , like friends who sit at the same table at a 
joyous banquet! No wonder the Christian religion has made it our eternal hope . But 
with this difference ; under the new covenant God provides the feasts whereas here it is 
made ready by men . 


1 ND if his oblation be a sacrifice of 
/\ peace offering, if he offer it of the 
Jr m \ herd; whether it be a male or 
JlL JLfemale, he shall offer it without 
blemish before the Lord. And he shall lay 
his hand upon the head of his offering, and 
kill it at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation: and Aaron’s sons the priests 
shall sprinkle the blood upon the altar round 
about. And he shall offer of the sacrifice of 
the peace offering an offering made by fire 
unto the Lord; the fat that covereth the 
inwards, and all the fat that is upon the 
inwards, and the two kidneys, and the fat 
that is on them, which is by the flanks, and 
the caul 1 above the liver, with the kidneys, 
it shall he take away. And Aaron’s sons shall 
burn it on the altar upon the burnt sacrifice, 
which is upon the wood that Is on the fire : 
it is an offering made by fire, of a sweet 
savour unto the Lord . 2 

And if his offering for a sacrifice of peace 
offering unto the Lord be of the flock; male 
or female, he shall offer it without blemish. 


If he offer a lamb for his offering, then shall 
he offer it before the Lord. And he shall lay 
his hand upon the head of his offering, and 
kill it before the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion : and Aaron’s sons shall sprinkle the blood 
thereof round about upon the altar. And he 
shall offer of the sacrifice of the peace offering 
an offering made by fire unto the Lord; the 
fat thereof, and the whole rump, it shall he 
take off hard by the backbone; and the fat 
that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that 
is upon the inwards, and the two kidneys, 
and the fat that is upon them, which is by the 
flanks, and the caul above the liver, with the 
kidneys, it shall he take away. And the priest 
shall burn it upon the altar: it is the food of 
the offering made by fire unto the Lord. 

And if his offering be a goat, then he shall 
offer it before the Lord. And he shall lay 
his hand upon the head of it, and kill it before 
the tabernacle of the congregation : and the 
sons of Aaron shall sprinkle the blood thereof 
upon the altar round about. And he shall 
offer thereof his offering, even an offering 


1 The fatty covering. 


The best parts, the vital and savoury parts, were to be given to God. 
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made by fire unto the Lord; the fat that 
covereth the inwards, and ail the fat that is 
upon the inwards, and the two kidneys, and 
the fat that is upon them, which is by the 
flanks, and the caul above the liver, with 
the kidneys, it shall he take away. And the 


priest shall burn them upon the altar; it is 
the food of the offering made by fire for a 
sweet savour: all the fat is the Lord’s. It 
shall be a perpetual statute for your genera- 
tions throughout all your dwellings,' that ye 
eat neither fat nor blood . 1 


THE SIN OFFERING Leviticus 4 , 1— 5 , 13 

No system of religion would be complete that did not make provision far the weakness 
and wickedness of human nature . The experience which calls far the Sin and Trespass 
Offerings is common to all humanity. In turn we find ourselves, first with one group of 
offenders and then another; often, like them, breaking the sacred laws without any 
intention of doing so, and not realizing any breach has been committed until , at some 
later date, life brings it home to us. 

Offences, we all know, are many arid varied, but they fall naturally into two well- 
defined groups— those that spring from want of thought, and those that come from want 
of heart . On broad lines this is the grouping which is covered by these two sacrifices ; 
The Sin Offering is not for those , who , out of an evil heart, pursue wickedness, but for 
those who have fallen into wrongdoing because they have been slack and careless . It is 
for those who, if they think at all, think lightly about what they are doing . They are 
more unmoral than immoral, and care little for the proprieties of behaviour; frequently 
forgetting to do what is required of them, or doing it hastily and indifferently , Such 
casual attention to life's common duties is not worthy of the children of God . 


1 ND the Lord spake unto Moses, say- 
/\ ing. Speak unto the children of 
II Israel, saying, If a soul shall sin 
JL JL through ignorance against any of 
the commandments of the Lord concerning 
things which ought not to be done, and shall 
do against any of them: 

Breaches of Ritual 

If the priest that is anointed do sin ac- 
cording to the sin of the people; then let him 
bring for his sin, which he hath sinned, a 
young bullock without blemish unto fixe 
Lord for a sin offering. And he shall bring 
the bullock unto the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation before the Lord; and 
shall lay his hand upon the bullock’s head, 
and kill the bullock before the Lord. And 
the priest that is anointed shall take of the 
bullock’s blood, and bring it to the tabernacle 
of the congregation: and the priest shall dip 
his finger in the blood, and sprinkle of the 


blood seven times before the Lord, before 
the vail of the sanctuary. And the priest shall 
put some of the blood upon the horns of the 
altar of sweet incense before the Lord, which 
is in the tabernacle of the congregation; and 
shall pour all the blood of the bullock at the 
bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, 
which is at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation. And he shall take off from it 
all the fat of the bullock for the sin offering; 
the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the 
fat that is upon the inwards, and the two 
kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, which 
is by the flanks, and the caul above the liver, 
with the kidneys, it shall he take away, as it 
was taken off from the bullock of the sacri- 
fice of peace offerings: and the priest shall 
burn them upon the altar of the burnt offer- 
ing, And the skin of the bullock, and all his 
flesh, with his head, and with his legs, and 
his inwards, and his dung, even the whole 
bullock shall he carry forth without the 

1 Fat was a delicacy— the food of the gods. Blood was sacred, too dangerous to be tasted by men. Flesh 
meat did not form part of the regular diet of the people. It was reserved for feasts, and at one time only 
sacnfiaai feasts. Although there is no reference in the verses to the people partaking of the meal but only to 
God s share of it, the law demanded that all the flesh which had been consecrated should be consumed the 
same day. Cp. Lev. 7, 15. 
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camp unto a dean place* where the ashes are 
poured out* and burn him on the wood with 
fire: where the ashes are poured out shall he 
be burnt. 

Common Mistakes 

And if the whole congregation of Israel 
sin through ignorance* and the thing be hid 
from the eyes of the assembly* and they have 
done somewhat against any of the command- 
ments of the Lord concerning things which 
should not be done* and are guilty; when 
the sin* which they have sinned against it* is 
known* then the congregation shall offer a 
young bullock for the sin* and bring him 
before the tabernacle of the congregation. 
And the elders of the congregation shall lay 
their hands upon the head of the bullock . 
before the Lord: and the bullock shall be 
killed before the Lord. And the priest that 
is anointed shall bring of the bullock’s blood 
to the tabernacle of the congregation: and 
the priest shall dip his finger in some of the 
blood* and sprinkle it seven times before the 
Lord* even before the vail. And he shall put 
some of the blood upon the horns of the 
altar which is before the Lord* that is in 
the tabernacle of the congregation* and shall 
pour out all the blood at the bottom of the 
altar of the burnt offering* which is at the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 
And he shall take all his fat from him* and 
bum it upon the altar. And he shall do with 
the bullock as he did with the bullock for 
a sin offering* so shall he do with this: 
and the priest shall make an atonement 
for them* and it shall be forgiven them. 
And he shall carry forth the bullock without 
the camp* and burn him as he burned the 
first bullock: it is a sin offering for the con- 
gregation. 

Defaults of a Leader 

When a ruler hath sinned* and done some- 
what through ignorance against any of the 
commandments of the Lord his God con- 
cerning things which should not be done* 
and is guilty; or if his sin* wherein he hath 
sinned* come to his knowledge; he shall 
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bring Ms offering* a kid of the goats* a male 
without blemish: and he shall lay his hand 
upon the head of the goat* and kill it in the 
place where they kill the burnt offering 
before the Lord: it is a sin offering. And 
the priest shall take of the blood of the sin 
offering with Ms finger* and put it upon the 
horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall 
pour out his blood at the bottom of the altar 
of burnt offering. 1 And he shall bum all his 
fat upon the altar* as the fat of the sacrifice 
of peace offerings: and the priest shall make 
an atonement for him as concerning his sin* 
and it shall be forgiven him. 

Individual Offences 

And if any one of the common people sin 
through ignorance* while he doeth some- 
what against any of the commandments of 
the Lord concerning things which ought not 
to be done* and be guilty; or if his sin* wMch 
he hath sinned* come to his knowledge : then 
he shall bring Ms offering* a kid of the goats, 
a female without blemish* for his sin wMch 
he hath sinned. And he shall lay his hand 
upon the head of the sin offering* and slay 
the sin offering in the place of the burnt 
offering. And the priest shall take of the 
blood thereof with his finger* and put it upon 
the horns of the altar of burnt offering* and 
shall pour out all the blood thereof at the 
bottom of the altar. And he shall take away 
all the fat thereof* as the fat is taken away 
from off the sacrifice of peace offerings; and 
the priest shall burn it upon the altar for a 
sweet savour unto the Lord ; and the priest 
shall make an atonement for him* and it shall 
be forgiven him. And if he bring a lamb for 
a sin offering* he shall bring it a female with- 
out blemish. And he shall lay his hand upon 
the head of the sin offering* and slay it for 
a sin offering in the place where they kill the 
burnt offering. And the priest shall take of 
the blood of the sin offering with his finger* 
and put it upon the horns of the altar of 
burnt offering* and shall pour out all the 
blood thereof at the bottom of the altar: 
and he shall take away all the fat thereof* as 
the fat of the lamb is taken away from the 
sacrifice of the peace offerings; and the 


1 In all these offerings importance is attached to the way the blood of the slain animal should be used 
The character of the offence and the status of the offender appear to have had some influence upon the place 
and manner of the anointing. Its purpose apparently was to restore to the offender the sacred privileges he 
had forfeited by his offence. The reasoning behind the ritual is not easy to discover. One thing* however* is 
clear. It was believed that blood* because it carried the life which came from God and was holy* possessed 
mysterious powers. 



Every road was a way of pilgrimage to the altar. When the local altars were 
abolished and worship was centralized in one place, the journey sometimes occupied 


priest shall burn them upon the altar, accord- 
ing to the offerings made by fire unto the 
Lord: and the priest shall make an atone- 
ment for his sin that he hath committed; and 
it shall be forgiven him. 

Examples of Negligence 

And if a soul sin/ and hear the voice of 
swearing; and is a witness; whether he hath 
seen or known of it; if he do not utter it; 
then he shall bear his iniquity. Or if a soul 
touch any unclean thing; whether it be a 
carcase of an unclean beast; or a carcase of 
unclean cattle; or the carcase of unclean 
creeping things; and if it be hidden from 
him; he also shall be unclean; and guilty. 
Or if he touch the uncleanness of man, what- 
soever uncleanness it be that a man shall be 
defiled withal; and it be hid from him;* when 
he know e th of it; then he shall be guilty. Or 
if a soul swear, pronouncing with his lips to 
do evil; or to do good; whatsoever it be that 
a man shall pronounce with an oath; and it 
be hid from him; when he knoweth of it; 
then he shall be guilty in one of these. And 
it shall be 3 when he shall be guilty in one of 
these things; that he shall confess that he 
hath sinned in that thing : and he shall bring 
his trespass offering unto the Lord for his sin 
which he hath sinned; a female from the 
nock; a Iamb or a kid of the goats, for a sin 
offering; and the priest shall make an atone- 
ment for him concerning his sin. 


When the Poor Offend 
And if he be not able to bring a lamb; then 
he shall bring for his trespass; which he hath 
committed; two turtledoves; or two young 
pigeons, unto the Lord; one for a sin offer- 
ing, and the other for a burnt offering. And 
he shall bring them unto the priest; who 
shall offer that which is for the sin offering 
first; and wring off his head from his neck; 
but shall not divide it asunder: and he shall 
sprinkle of the blood of the sin offering upon 
the side of the altar; and the rest of the blood 
shall be wrung out at the bottom of the 
altar; it is a sin offering. And he shall offer 
the second for a burnt offering, according to 
the manner ; 2 and the priest shall make an 
atonement for him for his sin which he hath 
sinned; and it shall be forgiven him. But if 
he be not able to bring two turtledoves; or 
two young pigeons; then he that sinned shall 
bring for his offering the tenth part of an 
ephah of fine four for a sin offering; he shall 
put no oil upon it, neither shall he put any 
frankincense thereon: for it is a sin offering. 
Then shall he bring it to the priest, and the 
priest shall take his handful of it, even a 
memorial thereof, and burn it on the altar, 
according to the offerings made by fire unto 
the Lord : it is a sin offering. And the priest 
shall make an. atonement for. him. as touch* 
mg his sin that he hath sinned in one of 
these, and it shall be forgiven him: and the 
remnant shall be the priest’s, as a meat 
offering. 


verses me differences between the Sin and r\<* • 

tfiey reflect a period of history when there n0t clearIy obse ^d. Possibly 

A Burnt Offering frequently followed^ Sin °^ enn S for all offences. y 

to God. q flowed a Sm Offering as an expression of gratitude and renewed devotion 
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several days, and towards the end , as the separate pilgrims came together , the roads 
were filled with vast processions of worshippers . 


THE TRESPASS OFFERING Leviticus 5 , 14—6, 7 

A darker streak shows itself in those who are gathered round the Trespass Offering . 
Their burden is not weakness but wickedness . They have done evil. They have broken 
the law not for want of thought , hut for want of heart ; not through carelessness but 
through covetousness. For the sake of gain they have been deceitful and dishonest, 
loving their own rights, and their power to take a mean advantage of their opportunities, 
more than they loved the law of right. If the men making the previous sacrifice were 
slack and foolish, these are sly and selfish . Their way of recovery is consequently more 
difficult. They must do more than bring a gift to the altar. At no small cost to them- 
selves they must recompense generously those they have robbed or injured . 


1 ND the Lord spake unto Moses, say- 
l\ ing* If a soul commit a trespass, and 
r"! sin through ignorance, in the holy 
JL JLthings of the Lord; then he shall 
bring for his trespass unto the Lord a ram 
without blemish out of the hocks, with thy 
estimation by shekels of silver, after the 
shekel of the. sanctuary, for a trespass 
offering: and he shall make amends for 
the harm that he hath done in the holy 
thing, and shall add the fifth part thereto, 
and give it unto the priest; and the priest 
shall make an atonement for him with the 
ram of the trespass offering, and it shall be 
forgiven him. And if a soul sin, and com- 
mit any of these things which are forbidden 
to be done by the commandments of the 
Lord; though he wist it not, yet is he guilty, 
and shall bear his iniquity. And he shall 
bring a ram without blemish out of the flock, 
with thy estimation, for a trespass offering, 
unto the priest : and the priest shall make an 
atonement for him concerning his ignorance 
wherein he erred and wist it not, and it shall 
be forgiven him. It is a trespass offering : he 
hath certainly trespassed against the Lord. 


And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
If a soul sin, and commit a trespass against 
the Lord, and lie unto his neighbour in 
that which was delivered him to keep, or 
in fellowship, or In a thing taken away by 
violence, or hath deceived his neighbour; 
or have found that which was lost, and lieth 
concerning it, and sweareth falsely; in any of 
all these that a man doeth, sinning therein ; 
then it shall be, because he hath sinned, 
and is guilty, that he shall restore that which 
he took violently away, or the thing which he 
hath deceitfully gotten, or that which was 
delivered him to keep, or the lost thing which 
he found, or all that about which he hath 
sworn falsely; he shall even restore it in the 
principal, and shall add the fifth part more 
thereto, and give it unto him to whom It 
appertaineth, in the day of his trespass offer- 
ing. And he shall bring his trespass offering 
unto the Lord, a ram without blemish out of 
the flock, with thy estimation, for a trespass 
offering, unto the priest : and the priest shall 
make an atonement for him before the Lord : 
and It shall be forgiven him for any thing of 
all that he hath done in trespassing therein. 


SPECIAL DIRECTIONS TO THE PRIESTS FOR 
OBSERVING THE LAWS OF THESE SACRIFICES 

LEVITICUS CHAPTERS 6 , 8—7, 38 

Worship, of course, must be orderly, and the Priests were required to perform their 
duties with scrupulous exactness . In the following verses they are given the precise 
directions to be observed at the offering of the different sacrifices . Particular emphasis 
is laid upon keeping the sacred fire continually burning, and preserving absolute cleanli- 
ness in handling the flesh and blood of the slain animal, for at all cost the spirit of 
devotion must be kept alive, and the welfare of the people must not be endangered. 


The Burnt Offering 

AND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This 
is the law of the burnt offering: it is the 
burnt offering, because of the burning upon 
the altar all night unto the morning, and the 
fire of the altar shall be burning in it. And 
the priest shall put on his linen garment, 
and his linen breeches shall he put upon his 
flesh, and take up the ashes which the fire 
hath consumed with the burnt offering on 
the altar, and he shall put them beside the 
altar. And he shall put off his garments, and 
put on other garments, and carry forth the 
ashes without the camp unto a clean place. 
And the fire upon the altar shall be burning 
in it; it shall not be put out: and the priest 
shall burn wood on it every morning, and 
lay the burnt offering in order upon it; and 
he shall bum thereon the fat of the peace 
offerings. The fire shall ever be burning 
upon the altar; it shall never go out. 

The Meal Offering 

And this is the law of the meat offering: 
the sons of Aaron shall offer it before the 
Lord, before the altar. And he shall take of 
it his handful, of the flour of the meat offer- 
ing, and of the oil thereof, and all the frank- 
incense which is upon the meat offering, and 
shall bum it upon the altar for a sweet sa- 
vour, even the memorial of it, unto the Lord. 
And the remainder thereof shall Aaron and 
his sons eat : with unleavened bread shall it 
be eaten in the holy place; in the court of the 
tabernacle of the congregation they shall eat 
it. It shall not be baken with leaven. I have 
given it unto them for their portion of my 
offerings made by fire; it is most holy, as is 
the sin offering, and as the trespass offering. 
All the males among the children of Aaron 
shall eat of it. It shall be a statute for ever in 


your generations concerning the offerings of 
the Lord made by fire : every one that touch- 
eth them shall be holy. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
This is the offering of Aaron and of his sons, 
which they shall offer unto the Lord in the 
day when he is anointed; the tenth part of 
an ephah of fine flour for a meat offering per- 
petual, half of it in the morning, and half 
thereof at night. In a pan it shall be made 
with oil; and when it is baken, thou shall 
bring it in: and the baken pieces of the meat 
offering shalt thou offer for a sweet savour 
unto the Lord. And the priest of his sons 
that is anointed in his stead shall offer it: it 
is a statute for ever unto the Lord; it shall 
be wholly burnt. For every meat offering 
for the priest shall be wholly burnt: it shall 
not be eaten. 

The Sin Offering 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto Aaron and to his sons, saying. 
This is the law of the sin offering: in the 
place where the burnt offering is killed shall 
the sin offering be killed before the Lord: 
it is most holy. The priest that offereth it for 
sin shall eat it: in the holy place shall it be 
eaten, in the court of the tabernacle of the 
congregation. Whatsoever shall touch the 
flesh thereof shall be holy: and when there 
is sprinkled of the blood thereof upon any 
garment, thou shalt wash that whereon it was 
sprinkled in the holy place. But the earthen 
vessel wherein it is sodden shall be broken: 
and if it be sodden in a brasen pot, it shall be 
both scoured, and rinsed in water. All the 
males among the priests shall eat thereof: it 
is most holy. And no sin offering, whereof 
any of the blood is brought into the taber- 
nacle of the congregation to reconcile withal 
in the holy place, shall be eaten: it shall be 
burnt in the fire. 
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The Trespass Offering 

Likewise this is the law of the trespass 
offering : it is most holy. In the place where 
they kill the burnt offering shall they kill the 
trespass offering: and the blood thereof shall 
he sprinkle round about upon the altar. And 
he shall offer of it all the fat thereof; the 
rump, and the fat that covereth the inwards* 
and the two kidneys* and the fat that is on 
them, which is by the flanks, and the caul 
that is above the liver, with the kidneys, it 
shall he take away: and the priest shall burn 
them upon the altar for an offering made by 
fire unto the Lord: it is a trespass offering. 
Every male among the priests shall eat there- 
of: it shall be eaten in the holy place: it is 
most holy. As the sin offering is, so is the 
trespass offering: there is one law for them: 
the priest that maketh atonement therewith 
shall have it. 

And the priest that offereth any man’s, 
burnt offering, even the priest shall have to 
himself the skin of the burnt offering which 
he hath offered. And all the meat offering 
that is baken in the oven, and all that is 
dressed in the fryingpan, and in the pan, 
shall be the priest’s that offereth it. And 
every meat offering, mingled with oil, and 
dry, shall all the sons of Aaron have, one as 
much as another. 

The Peace Offerings 

And this is the law of the sacrifice of peace 
offerings, which he shall offer unto the Lord. 
If he offer it for a thanksgiving, then he shall 
offer with the sacrifice of thanksgiving un- 
leavened cakes mingled with oil, and un- 
leavened wafers anointed with oil, and cakes 
mingled with oil, of fine flour, fried. Besides 
the cakes, he shall offer for his offering 
leavened bread with the sacrifice of thanks- 
giving of his peace offerings. And of it he 
shall offer one out of the whole oblation for 
an heave offering unto the Lord, and it shall 
be the priest’s that sprinkleth the blood of 
the peace offerings. And the flesh of the 
sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanks- 
giving shall be eaten the same day that it is 
offered; he shall not leave any of it until the 
morning. 

But if the sacrifice of his offering be a vow, 
or a voluntary offering, it shall be eaten the 
same day that he offereth his sacrifice : and 
on the morrow also the remainder of it shall 
be eaten: but the remainder of the flesh of 


LEVITICUS 7, 33 

the sacrifice on the third day shall be burnt 
with fire. And if any of the flesh of the sacri- 
fice of his peace offerings be eaten at all on 
the third day, it shall not be accepted, neither 
shall it be imputed unto him that offereth 
it: it shall be an abomination, and the soul 
that eateth of it shall bear his iniquity* 

And the flesh that toucheth any unclean 
thing shall not be eaten; it shall be burnt 
with fire : and as for the flesh, all that be clean 
shall eat thereof. But the soul that eateth 
of the flesh of the sacrifice of peace offerings, 
that pertain unto the Lord, having his un- 
cleanness upon Mm, even that soul shall be 
cut off from Ms people. Moreover the soul 
that shall touch any unclean thing, as the un- 
cleanness of man, or any unclean beast, or 
any abominable unclean thing, and eat of the 
flesh of the sacrifice of peace offerings, which 
pertain unto the Lord, even that soul shall 
be cut off from Ms people. 

Fat and Blood 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, Ye 
shall eat no manner of fat, of ox, or of sheep, 
or of goat. And the fat of the beast that 
dieth of itself, and the fat of that which is 
tom with beasts, may be used in any other 
use: but ye shall in no wise eat of it. For 
whosoever eateth the fat of the beast, of 
wMch men offer an offering made by fixe 
unto the Lord, even the soul that eateth it 
shall be cut off from Ms people. Moreover 
ye shall eat no manner of blood, whether it 
be of fowl or of beast, in any of your dwell- 
ings. Whatsoever soul it be that eateth any 
manner of blood, even that soul shall be cut 
off from Ms people. 

The Friesfs Portion 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto the children of Israel, saying. He 
that offereth the sacrifice of Ms peace offer- 
ings unto the Lord shall bring his oblation 
unto the Lord of the sacrifice of Ms peace 
offerings. His own hands shall bring the 
offerings of the Lord made by fire, the fat 
with the breast, it shall he bring, that the 
breast may be waved for a wave offering 
before the Lord. And the priest shall bum 
the fat upon the altar: but the breast shall 
be Aaron’s and Ms sons’. And the right 
shoulder shall ye give unto the priest for an 
heave offering of the sacrifices of your peace 
offerings. He among the sons of Aaron, that 


no 
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offereth the blood of the peace offerings, and 
the fat, shall have the right shoulder for his 
part. For the wave breast and the heave 
shoulder 1 have I taken of the children of 
Israel from off the sacrifices of their peace 
offerings, and have given them unto Aaron 
the priest and unto his sons by a statute for 
ever from among the children of Israel. 

This is the portion of the anointing of 
Aaron, and of the anointing of his sons, out 
of the offerings of the Lord made by fire, in 
the day when he presented them to minister 
unto the Lord in the priest’s office; which 


the Lord commanded to be given them of 
the children of Israel, in the day that he 
anointed them, by a statute for ever through- 
out their generations. 

This is the law of the burnt offering, of the 
meat offering, and of the sin offering, and of 
the trespass offering, and of the consecra- 
tions, and of the sacrifice of the peace offer- 
ings; which the Lord commanded Moses 
in mount Sinai, in the day that he com- 
manded the children of Israel to offer their 
oblations unto the Lord, in the wilderness 
of Sinai. 


THE DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PRIEST- 
HOOD ARE INVESTED IN A FATHER AND HIS SONS 


LEVITICUS CHAPTERS 8, i— 10, 20 

There must be officers in charge of the sacred possessions and services^ but in the exercise 
of their duties they must be more than officials . They must have the spirit of the family 
rather than that of the senate. Those who are entrusted with the tokens of the Great 
Covenant must treasure them with the affection of a son for the seals of his inheritance 5 
and every service they perform must be undertaken as a ministry of fatherlike and 
brotherly affection . So a family was appointed and consecrated to this work . 


AND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the 
garments, and the anointing oil, and a bullock 
for the sin offering, and two rams, and a 
basket of unleavened bread; and gather thou 
all the congregation together unto the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation. And 
Moses did as the Lord commanded him; and 
the assembly was gathered together unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 
And Moses said unto the congregation, This 
is the thing which the Lord commanded to 
be done. 

And Moses brought Aaron and his sons, 
and washed them with water. And he put 
upon him the coat, and girded him with the 
girdle, and clothed him with the robe, and 
put the ephod 2 upon him, and he girded him 
with the curious girdle of the ephod, and 
bound it unto him therewith. And he put 
the breastplate 3 upon him: also he put in the 


breastplate the Urim and the Thummim. 4 
And he put the mitre upon his head; also 
upon the mitre, even upon his forefront, did 
he put the golden plate, 5 the holy crown, 6 as 
the Lord commanded Moses. 

And Moses took the anointing oil, and 
anointed the tabernacle and all that was 
therein, and sanctified them. And he 
sprinkled thereof upon the altar seven times, 
and anointed the altar and all his vessels, 
both the laver and his foot, to sanctify them. 
And he poured of the anointing oil upon 
Aaron’s head, and anointed him, to sanctify 
him. And Moses brought Aaron’s sons, and 
put coats upon them, and girded them with 
girdles, and put bonnets upon them; as the 
Lord commanded Moses. 

And he brought the bullock for the sin 
offering : and Aaron anc^ his sons laid their 
hands upon the head of the bullock for the 
sin offering. And he slew it; and Moses took 


\ The breast was swung to and fro before the altar, symbolizing that it was given to God and received back 
again, before it was handed to the Priest. It was therefore from God, and as God’s guest at the feast, that the 
Priest accepted it. On the other hand, the shoulder or thigh was heaved or lifted from the rest of the offering 
and given direct to the Priest as the guest of the offerer. ; 2 See p. 93, n. 1, 

3 A breast pocket, 9 in. square, of the same material as the ephod, with rings at each corner through which 
passed the shoulder-straps and girdle of the apron. It was ornamented with twelve precious stones. 

| 4 Two stones signifying ‘Y ea’ and ‘Nay’, carried in the breastplate pocket, and used after the manner of drawing 
l0t ! ’o asce . minin S the Divine Will. 5 On this plate there was the inscription; ‘Holy to Jehovah’. 

Conferring royal rank upon the High Priest. 



the blood* and put it upon the horns of the 
altar round about with his finger* and puri- 
fied the altar* and poured the blood at the 
bottom of the altar* and sanctified it* to make 
reconciliation upon it. And he took all the 
fat that was upon the inwards* and the caul 
above the liver* and the two kidneys* and 
their fat* and Moses burned it upon the altar. 
But the bullock* and his hide* his flesh* and 
his dung* he burnt with fire without the 
camp; as the Lord commanded Moses. 

And he brought the ram for the burnt 
offering; and Aaron and his sons laid their 
hands upon the head of the ram. And he 
killed it; and Moses sprinkled the blood 
upon the altar round about. And he cut the 
ram into pieces; and Moses burnt the head* 
and the pieces* and the fat. And he washed 
the inwards and the legs in water; and Moses 
burnt the whole ram upon the altar: it was a 
burnt sacrifice for a sweet savour* and an 
offering made by fire unto the Lord; as the 
Lord commanded Moses. 

And he brought the other ram* the ram of 
consecration: and Aaron and his sons laid 
their hands upon the head of the ram. And 
he slew it; and Moses took of the blood of it* 
and put it upon the tip of Aaron’s right ear* 
and upon the thumb of his right hand* and 
upon the great toe of his right foot. And he 
brought Aaron’s sons* and Moses put of 
the blood upon the tip of their right ear* 
and upon the thumbs of their right hands* and 
upon the great toes of their right feet: and 
Moses sprinkled the blood upon the altar 
round about. And he took the fat* and the 
rump* and all the fat that was upon the in- 
wards* and the caul above the liver* and the 
two kidneys* and their fat* and the right 
shoulder : and out of the basket of unleavened 
bread* that was before the Lord* he took one 
unleavened cake* and a cake of oiled bread* 
and one wafer* and put them on the fat* and 
upon the right shoulder: and he put all upon 
Aaron’s hands* and upon his sons’ hands* 
and waved them for a wave offering before 
the Lord. And Moses took them from off 
their hands* and burnt them on the altar 
upon the burnt offering: they were consecra- 
tions for a sweet savour: it is an offering 
made by fire unto the Lord. And Moses 
took the breast* and waved it for a wave 
offering before the Lord : for of the ram of 
consecration it was Moses’ part; as the Lord 
commanded Moses. And Moses took of the 
anointing oil* and of the blood which was 
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upon the altar* and sprinkled it upon Aaron* 
and upon his garments* and upon his sons* 
and upon his sons’ garments with him; and 
sanctified Aaron, and his garments* and his 
sons* and his sons’ garments with him. 

And Moses said unto Aaron and to his 
sons* Boil the flesh at the door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation: and there eat it 
with the bread that is in the basket of con- 
secrations* as I commanded, saying* Aaron 
and his sons shall eat it. And that which 
remaineth of the flesh and of the bread shall 
ye burn with Are. And ye shall not go out of 
the door of the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion in seven days* until the days of your 
consecration be at an end: for seven days 
shall he consecrate you. As he hath done 
this day* so the Lord hath commanded to do* 
to make an atonement for you. Therefore 
shall ye abide at the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation day and night seven 
days* and keep the charge of the Lord* that 
ye die not: for so I am commanded. So 
Aaron and his sons did all things which the 
Lord commanded by the hand of Moses. 

Inaugural Sacrifices 

And it came to pass on the eighth day* 
that Moses called Aaron and his sons* and 
the elders of Israel; and he said unto Aaron* 
Take thee a young calf for a sin offering* and 
a ram for a burnt offering, without blemish* 
and offer them before the Lord. And unto 
the children of Israel thou shalt speak* 
saying* Take ye a kid of the goats for a sin 
offering; and a calf and a lamb* both of the 
first year* without blemish* for a burnt 
offering; also a bullock and a ram for peace 
offerings* to sacrifice before the Lord; and 
a meat offering mingled with oil: for to day 
the Lord will appear unto you. 

And they brought that which Moses com- 
manded before the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation: and all the congregation drew near 
and stood before the Lord. And Moses said* 
This is the thing which the Lord com- 
manded that ye should do : and the glory of 
the Lord shall appear unto you. And Moses 
said unto Aaron, Go unto the altar* and offer 
thy sin offering* and thy burnt offering* and 
make an atonement for thyself* and for the 
people : and offer the offering of the people* 
and make an atonement for them; as the 
Lord commanded. 

Aaron therefore went unto the altar* and 
slew the calf of the sin offering* which was 
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for himself. And the sons of Aaron brought 
the blood unto him : and he dipped his finger 
in the blood* and put it upon the horns of 
the altar* and poured out the blood at the 
bottom of the altar: but the fat* and the kid- 
neys* and the caul above the liver of the sin 
offering* he burnt upon the altar; as the 
Lord commanded Moses. And the flesh and 
the hide he burnt with fire without the camp. 
And he slew the burnt offering; and Aaron’s 
sons presented unto him the blood* which he 
sprinkled round about upon the altar. And 
they presented the burnt offering unto him* 
with the pieces thereof* and the head : and he 
burnt them upon the altar. And he did wash 
the inwards and the legs* and burnt them 
upon the burnt offering on the altar. 

The Offering Accepted 

And he brought the people’s offering, and 
took the goat* which was the sin offering for 
the people* and slew it* and offered it for sin* 
as the first. And he brought the burnt offer- 
ing* and offered it according to the manner. 
And he brought the meat offering* and took 
an handful thereof* and burnt it upon the 
altar* beside the burnt sacrifice of the morn- 
ing. He slew also the bullock and the ram 
for a sacrifice of peace offerings* which was 
for the people: and Aaron’s sons presented 
unto him the blood, which he sprinkled upon 
the altar round about* and the fat of the 
bullock and of the ram* the rump* and that 
which covereth the inwards* and the kidneys* 
and the caul above the liver: and they put 
the fat upon the breasts* and he burnt the fat 
upon the altar: and the breasts and the right 
shoulder Aaron waved for a wave offering 
before the Lord; as Moses commanded. 

And Aaron lifted up his hand toward the 
people* and blessed them* and came down 
from offering of the sin offering* and the 
burnt offering* and peace offerings. And 
Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle 
of the congregation* and came out* and 
blessed the people: and the glory of the 
Lord appeared unto all the people. And 
there came a fire out from before the Lord* 
and consumed upon the altar the burnt 
offering and the fat: which when all the 
people saw* they shouted* and fell on their 
faces. 


Aaron's Elder Sms 

And Nadab and Abihu* the sons of Aaron* 
took either of them his censer* and put fire 
therein* and put incense thereon* and offered 
strange fire before the Lord* which he com- 
manded them not. And there went out fire 
from the Lord* and devoured them* and they 
died before the Lord. Then Moses said unto 
Aaron* This is it that the Lord spake* say- 
ing* I will be sanctified in them that come 
nigh me* and before all the people I will be 
glorified. And Aaron held his peace. And 
Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan* the sons 
of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron* and said unto 
them* Come near* carry your brethren from 
before the sanctuary out of the camp. So 
they went near* and carried them in their 
coats out of the camp; as Moses had said. 
And Moses said unto Aaron* and unto Elea- 
zar and unto Ithamar* his sons* Uncover not 
your heads* neither rend your clothes; lest 
ye die* and lest wrath come upon ail the 
people: but let your brethren* the whole 
house of Israel, bewail the burning which 
the Lord hath kindled. And ye shall not go 
out from the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation* lest ye die: for the anointing 
oil of the Lord is upon you. And they did 
according to the word of Moses. 

Restrictions 

And the Lord spake unto Aaron* saying* 
Do not drink wine nor strong drink* thou* 
nor thy sons with thee* when ye go into the 
tabernacle of the congregation* lest ye die: 
it shall be a statute for ever throughout your 
generations : and that ye may put difference be- 
tween holy and unholy* and between unclean 
and clean; and that ye may teach the children 
of Israel all the statutes which the Lord hath 
spoken unto them by the hand of Moses. 

Aaron's Younger Sons 

And Moses spake unto Aaron* and unto 
Eleazar and unto Ithamar, 1 his sons that were 
left* Take the meat offering that remaineth 
of the offerings of the Lord made by fire* 
and eat it without leaven beside the altar: for 
it is most holy: and ye shall eat it in the holy 
place* because it is thy due* and thy sons’ 
due* of the sacrifices of the Lord made by 
fire : for so I am commanded. And the wave 


1 Earlier in this narrative we read that Aaron's elder sons, Nadab and Abihu, instead of observing faithful 
the directions given them, introduced innovations in the ceremonies they conducted. Now Aaron's young 
sons failed to fulfil the whole of the law. The portion of the sacrifice which was their due* and which th 
should have eaten, they burned. But as their father explained to Moses* speaking for himself as well as f 
his sons* such a calamity had fallen upon them as a family that they could not eat. God is pitiful. 





EVERY V ILLA GE CHURCH AND CHAPEL IS IN THIS MOVEMENT 

Wherever people are assembled for worship after the manner of the Christian Faith 
they are sharing in the covenant relation which God has established with humanity . 


breast and heave shoulder shall ye eat in a 
clean place; thou/ and thy sons* and thy 
daughters with thee : for they be thy due* and 
thy sons’ due* which are given out of the 
sacrifices of peace offerings of the children of 
Israel. The heave shoulder and the wave 
breast shall they bring with the offerings 
made by fire of the fat* to wave it for a wave 
offering before the Lord; and it shall be 
thine* and thy sons’ with thee* by a statute 
for ever; as the Lord hath commanded. 

And Moses diligently sought the goat of 
the sin offering* and* behold* it was burnt: 
and he was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar* 
the sons of Aaron which were left alive* say- 


ing* Wherefore have ye not eaten the sin 
offering in the holy place* seeing it is most 
holy* and God hath given it you to bear the 
iniquity of the congregation* to make atone- 
ment for them before the Lord? Behold* 
the blood of it was not brought in within the 
holy place: ye should indeed have eaten it in 
the holy place* as I commanded. And Aaron 
said unto Moses* Behold* this day have they 
offered their sin offering and their burnt 
offering before the Lord; and such things 
have befallen me : and if I had eaten the sin 
offering to day* should it have been accepted 
in the sight of the Lord ? And when Moser 
heard that* he was content. 




THE WELFARE OF WORSHIPPERS 

A COURAGEOUS ATTEMPT TO IMPROVE THE PHYSI- 
CAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF HUMAN LIFE 

LEVITICUS CHAPTERS II, i— 15, 33 

Before medical science urged the importance of wholesome food, healthy clothes and 
sanitary houses, or pressed for personal cleanliness and the protection of the public from 
disease, religion called attention to these things as matters of serious concern to the 
people of God. The sons and servants of the Lord of Glory were charged to make 
human existence glorious— free from every fault and blemish. 


FOOD PRECAUTIONS 

1ND the Lord spake unto Moses and 
f\ to Aaron* saying unto them, Speak 
11111:0 t ^ ie c ^^ ren I srae k saying, 
JL jLThese are the beasts which ye shall 
eat among all the beasts that are on the earth. 
Whatsoever parteth the hoof, and is cloven- 
footed, and cheweth the cud, among the 
beasts, that shall ye eat. Nevertheless these 
shall ye not eat of them that chew the cud, or 
of them that divide the hoof: as the camel, 
because he cheweth the cud, but divideth 
not the hoof; he is unclean unto you. And 
the coney, 1 because he cheweth the cud, but 
divideth not the hoof; he is unclean unto 
you. And the hare, because he cheweth the 
cud, 2 but divideth not the hoof ; he is unclean 
unto you. And the swine, though he divide 
the hoof, and be clovenfooted, yet he cheweth 
not the cud; he is unclean to you. Of their 
flesh shall ye not eat, and their carcase shall 
ye not touch; they are unclean to you. 

These shall ye eat of all that are in the 
waters: whatsoever hath fins and scales in 
the waters, in the seas, and in the rivers, 
them shall ye eat. And all that have not fins 
and scales in the seas, 3 and in the rivers, of all 
that move in the waters, and of any living 
thing which is in the waters, they shall be an 
abomination unto you: they shall be even an 
abomination unto you; ye shall not eat of 
their flesh, but ye shall have their carcases in 
abomination. Whatsoever hath no fins nor 
scales in the waters, that shall be an abomina- 
tion unto you. 


Leviticus 11 , 1-47 

And these are they which ye shall have in 
abomination among the fowls ; 4 they shall not 
be eaten, they are an abomination: the eagle, 
and the ossifrage, and the ospray, and the 
vulture, and the kite after his kind; every 
raven after his kind; and the owl, and the 
night hawk, and the cuckow, and the hawk 
after his kind, and the little owl, and the 
cormorant, and the great owl, and the swan, 
and the pelican, and the gier eagle, and the 
stork, the heron after her kind, and the lap- 
wing, and the bat. All fowls that creep, 
going upon all four, shall be an abomination 
unto you. Yet these may ye eat of every fly- 
ing creeping thing that goeth upon all four, 
which have legs above their feet, to leap 
withal upon the earth; even these of them ye 
may eat; the locust after his kind, and the 
bald locust after his kind, and the beetle after 
his kind, and the grasshopper after his kind. 
But all other flying creeping things, which 
have four feet, shall be an abomination unto 
you. And for these ye shall be unclean: who- 
soever toucheth the carcase of them shall be 
unclean until the even. And whosoever 
beareth ought of the carcase of them shall 
wash his clothes, and be unclean until the 
even. The carcases of every beast which 
divideth the hoof, and is not clovenfooted, 
nor cheweth the cud, are unclean unto you: 
every one that toucheth them shall be un- 
clean. And whatsoever goeth upon his paws, 
among all manner of beasts that go on all 
four, those are unclean unto you: whoso 


1 Rock badger. 

2 Or appears to do so from its curious mouth movement. 

3 Perhaps because such creatures, bearing a likeness to serpents, were regarded with horror. 

4 There is uncertainty about the identification of many of the birds in this list. 
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toucheth their carcase shall be unclean until 
the even* And he that beareth the carcase of 
them shall wash his clothes* and be unclean 
until the even: they are unclean unto you. 

These, also shall be unclean unto you 
among the creeping things that creep upon 
the earth; the weasel* and the mouse* and the 
tortoise after his kind* and the ferret* and 
the chameleon* and the lizard, and the snail, 
and the mole. These are unclean to you 
among all that creep : whosoever doth touch 
them* when they be dead* shall be unclean 
until the even. And upon whatsoever any of 
them* when they are dead* doth fall* it shall 
be unclean; whether it be any vessel of wood* 
or raiment* or skin* or sack* whatsoever 
vessel it be* wherein any work is done* it 
must be put into water* and it shall be un- 
clean until the even; so it shall be cleansed. 
And every earthen vessel* whereinto any of 
them falleth* whatsoever is in it shall be un- 
clean; and ye shall break it. Of all meat 
which may be eaten* that on which such 
water cometh shall be unclean: and all drink 
that may be drunk in every such vessel shall 
be unclean. And every thing whereupon any 
part of their carcase falleth shall be unclean; 
whether it be oven, or ranges for pots* they 
shall be broken down: for they are unclean* 
and shall be unclean unto you. Nevertheless 
a fountain or pit* wherein there is plenty of 
water* shall be clean : but that which toucheth 
their carcase shall be unclean. And if any 
part of their carcase fall upon any sowing 
seed which is to be sown* it shall be clean. 


LEVITICUS 12. * 5 

But if any water be put upon the seed* and 
any part of their carcase fall thereon* it shall 
be unclean unto you. And if any beast* of 
which ye may eat* die; he that toucheth the 
carcase thereof shall be unclean until the 
even. And he that eateth of the carcase of it 
shall wash his clothes* and be unclean until 
the even: he also that beareth the carcase of 
it shall wash his clothes* and be unclean 
until the even. And every creeping thing 
that creepeth upon the earth shall be an 
abomination; it shall not be eaten. Whatso- 
ever goeth upon the belly* and whatsoever 
goeth upon all four, or whatsoever hath more 
feet among all creeping things that creep 
upon the earth* them ye shall not eat; for 
they are an abomination. Ye shall not make 
yourselves abominable with any creeping 
thing that creepeth* neither shall ye make 
yourselves unclean with them* that ye should 
be defiled thereby. For I am the Lord your 
God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves* 
and ye shall be holy; for I am holy: neither 
shall ye defile yourselves with any manner 
of creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth. For I am the Lord that bringeth you 
up out of the land of Egypt* to be your God: 
ye shall therefore be holy* for I am holy. 
This is the law of the beasts* and of the fowl* 
and of every living creature that moveth in 
the waters* and of every creature that creep- 
eth upon the earth: to make a difference 
between the unclean and the clean* and be- 
tween the beast that may be eaten and the 
beast that may not be eaten. 1 


MOTHERHOOD 


Leviticus 12, i-8 


Behind these religious ceremonies there is the same spirit which prompts medical 
science to help the mothers of to-day* The dangers which now call for hygienic treat- 
ment were then veiled in mystery, and often attributed to evil influences . 


Ik ND the Lord spake unto Moses* say- 
ing* Speak unto the children of 
r"^ Israel* saying* If a woman have 
JL JiLconceived seed* and born a man 
child: then she shall be unclean seven days; 
according to the days of the separation for 
her infirmity shall she be unclean. And in 


the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall 
be circumcised. And she shall then con- 
tinue in the blood of her purifying three and 
thirty days; she shall touch no hallowed 
thing* nor come into the sanctuary* until the 
days of her purifying be fulfilled. But if she 
bear a maid child* then she shall be unclean 


1 This is a curious list. Some foods are banned which in the nature of things no one would wish to eat. 
There are delectable, and as far as we know, wholesome meats which are forbidden. Why, it is impossible to 
say without fuller knowledge of the conditions existing in these days. There may have been adequate reason, 
for example, for prohibiting the eating of the flesh of animals which were regarded as sacred to gods and 
goddesses. But whatever the circumstances were that determined the distinctions, and however temporary 
their influence may have been, the restrictions undoubtedly contributed to the education of the children 
of God in restr ainin g their desires, and cultivating carefulness in the conduct of their everyday existence. 


125 


, a -f * r i a A'w ww j 


two weeks, as in her separation: and she 
shall continue in the blood of her purifying 
threescore and six days. And when the days 
of her purifying are fulfilled, for a son, or for 
a daughter, she shall bring a lamb of the first 
year for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon, 
or a turtledove, for a sin offering, unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
unto the priest: who shall offer it before the 


Lord, and make an atonement for her; and 
she shall be cleansed from the issue of her 
blood* This is the law for her that hath bom 
a male or a female. And if she be not able to 
bring a lamb, then she shall bring two turtles, 
or two young pigeons; the one for the burnt 
offering, and the other for a sin offering: and 
the priest shall make an atonement for her, 
and she shall be clean. 


PUBLIC HEALTH Leviticus 13, i— 15, 33 

It is not so much the symptoms of leprosy , as the problem of handling effectively the 
spread of disease which makes these chapters interesting . In them leprosy appears as 
a familiar example of the many diseases which afflict mankind . As it rum its course 
it is a revelation , an exhibition, an open display in living flesh of the real nature of 
disease in all its forms. With an eloquence beyond words it proclaims a danger which 
has threatened and still threatens humanity. But, undaunted, men still accept the 
challenge, and here we see them, without any of the aids which medical science now 
provides, bravely undertaking, as a charge from God, the protection of human life from 
the ravages of disease, and patiently pursuing it to the end. 


1ND the Lord spake unto Moses and 
f\ Aaron, saying, When a man shall 
have in the skin of his flesh a rising, 
JL Jka scab, or bright spot, and it be in 
the skin of his flesh like the plague ofleprosy; 
then he shall be brought unto Aaron the 
priest, or unto one of his sons the priests: 
and the priest shall look on the plague in the 
skin of the flesh: and when the hair in the 
plague is turned white, and the plague in 
sight be deeper than the skin of his flesh, it 
is a plague of leprosy: and the priest shall 
look on him, and pronounce him unclean. 
If the bright spot be white in the skin of his 
flesh, and in sight be not deeper than the 
skin, and the hair thereof be not turned 
white ; then the priest shall shut up him that 
hath the plague seven days: and the priest 
shall look on him the seventh day: and, be- 
hold, if the plague in his sight be at a stay, 
and the plague spread not in the skin; then 
the priest shall shut him up seven days more : 
and the priest shall look on him again the 
seventh day: and, behold, if the plague be 
somewhat dark, and the plague spread not 
in the skin, the priest shall pronounce him 
clean: it is but a scab: and he shall wash his 
clothes, and be clean. But if the scab spread 
much abroad in the skin, after that he hath 
been seen of the priest for his cleansing, he 
shall be seen of the priest again: and if the 


priest see that, behold, the scab spreadeth in 
the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him 
unclean: it is a leprosy. 

Suspicious Cases 

When the plague of leprosy is in a man, 
then he shall be brought unto the priest; and 
the priest shall see him : and, behold, if the 
rising be white in the skin, and it have turned 
the hair white, and there be quick raw flesh 
in the rising; it is an old leprosy in the skin 
of his flesh, and the priest shall pronounce 
him unclean, and shall not shut him up: for 
he is unclean. And if a leprosy break out 
abroad in the skin, and the leprosy cover all 
the skin of him that hath the plague from his 
head even to his foot, wheresoever the priest 
looketh; then the priest shall consider: and, 
behold, if the leprosy have covered all his 
flesh, he shall pronounce him clean that hath 
the plague: it is all turned white: he is clean. 
But when raw flesh appeareth in him, he 
shall be unclean. And the priest shall see the 
raw flesh, and pronounce him to be unclean: 
for the raw flesh is unclean: it is a leprosy. 
Or if the raw flesh turn again, and be changed 
unto white, he shall come unto the priest; 
and the priest shall see him: and, behold, if 
the plague be turned into white; then the 
priest shall pronounce him clean that hath 
the plague: he is clean. 
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A MINISTRY AS SACRED AS THAT WHICH SERVES THE TEMPLE 


If the care of sick and suffering humanity is now a social rather than a religious duty , 
it was religion which first inspired and instituted this heroic and gracious ministry. 

Exa mination stay in his place, and spread not, it is a bum- 

The flesh also, in which, even in the skin boU ’ the F riest shaU P^ounce ^ 
thereof, was a boil, and is healed, and in the clean * 
place of the boil there be a white rising, or a 

bright spot, white, and somewhat reddish, Dangerous Symptoms 
and it be shewed to the priest; and if, when Or if there be any flesh, in the skin whereof 

the priest seeth it, behold, it be in sight lower there is a hot burning, and the quick flesh 

than the skin, and the hair thereof be turned that bumeth have a white bright spot, some- 

white; the priest shall pronounce him un- what reddish, or white; then the priest shall 

clean: it is a plague of leprosy broken out of look upon it: and, behold, if the hair in the 

the boil. But if the priest look on it, and, bright spot be turned white, and it be in 
behold, there be no white hairs therein, and sight deeper than the skin; it is a leprosy 

if it be not lower than the skin, but be some- broken out of the burning: wherefore the 

what dark; then the priest shall shut him up priest shall pronounce him unclean: it is the 
seven days: and if it spread much abroad in plague of leprosy. But if the priest look on 
the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him it, and, behold, there be no white hair in the 

unclean: it is a plague. But if the bright spot bright spot, and it be no lower than the other 
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skin, but be somewhat dark; then the priest 
shall shut him up seven days : and the priest 
shall look upon him the seventh day: and if 
it be spread much abroad in the skin, then 
the priest shall pronounce him unclean: it is 
the plague of leprosy. And if the bright spot 
stay in his place, and spread not in the skin, 
but it be somewhat dark; it is a rising of 
the burning, and the priest shall pronounce 
him clean: for it is an inflammation of the 
burning. 

Harmless and Harmful Cases 

If a man or woman have a plague upon the 
head or the beard; then the priest shall see 
the plague: and, behold, if it be in sight 
deeper than the skin; and there be in it a 
yellow thin hair; then the priest shall pro- 
nounce him unclean: it is a dry scall, 1 even a 
leprosy upon the head or beard. And if the 
priest look on the plague of the scall, and, 
behold, it be not in sight deeper than the 
skin, and that there is no black hair in it; 
then the priest shall shut up him that hath 
the plague of the scall seven days : and in the 
seventh day the priest shall look on the 
plague: and, behold, if the scall spread not, 
and there be in it no yellow hair, and the 
scall be not in sight deeper than the skin; he 
shall be shaven, but the scall shall he not 
shave; and the priest shall shut up him that 
hath the scall seven days more: and in the 
seventh day the priest shall look on the scall: 
and, behold, if the scall be not spread in the 
skin, nor be in sight deeper than the skin; 
then the priest shall pronounce him clean: 
and he shall wash his clothes, and be clean. 
But if the scall spread much in the skin after 
his cleansing; then the priest shall look on 
him: and, behold, if the scall be spread in 
the skin, the priest shall not seek for yellow 
hair; he is unclean. But if the scall be in his 
sight at a stay, and that there is black hair 
grown up therein; the scall is healed, he is 
clean: and the priest shall pronounce him 
clean. 

Isolation 

If a man also or a woman have in the skin 
of their flesh bright spots, even white bright 
spots ; then the priest shall look : and, behold, 
if the bright spots in the skin of their flesh 
be darkish white; it is a freckled spot that 
groweth in the skin; he is clean. And the 
T Scab. 2 Refers to what has oc 


man whose hair is fallen off his head, he is 
bald; yet is he clean. And he that hath his 
hair fallen off from the part of his head to- 
ward his face, he is forehead bald: yet is he 
dean. And if there be in the bald head, or 
bald forehead, a white reddish sore; it is a 
leprosy sprung up in Ms bald head, or his 
bald forehead. Then the priest shall look 
upon it: and, behold, if the rising of the sore 
be white reddish in his bald head, or in his 
bald forehead, as the leprosy appeareth in 
the skin of the flesh; he is a leprous man, he 
is unclean: the priest shall pronounce him 
utterly unclean; his plague is in Ms head. 
And the leper in whom the plague is, his 
clothes shall be rent, and Ms head bare, and 
he shall put a covering upon Ms upper lip, 
and shall cry. Unclean, unclean. All the days 
wherein the plague shall be in Mm he shall be 
defiled ; he is unclean: he shall dwell alone; 
without the camp shall his habitation be. 

Unhealthy Garments 

The garment also that the plague of 
leprosy is in, 2 whether it be a woollen gar- 
ment, or a linen garment; whether it be m 
the warp, or woof; of linen, or of woollen; 
whether in a skin, or in any thing made of 
skin; and if the plague be greenish or reddish 
in the garment, or in the skin, either in the 
warp, or in the woof, or in any thing of skin; 
it is a plague of leprosy, and shall be shewed 
unto the priest: and the priest shall look 
upon the plague, and shut up it that hath 
the plague seven days: and he shall look on 
the plague on the seventh day: if the plague 
be spread in the garment, either in the warp, 
or in the woof, or in a skin, or in any work 
that is made of skin; the plague is a fretting 3 
leprosy; it is unclean. He shall therefore 
bum that garment, whether warp or woof, in 
woollen or in linen, or any tMng of skin, 
wherein the plague is: for it is a fretting le- 
prosy; it shall be burnt in the fire. And if the 
priest shall look, and, behold, the plague be 
not spread in the garment, either in the warp, 
or in the woof, or in any thing of skin; then 
the priest shall command that they wash the 
thing wherein the plague is, and he shall shut 
it up seven days more: and the priest shall 
look on the plague, after that it is washed: 
and, behold, if the plague have not changed 
his colour, and the plague be not spread; it 
is unclean; thou shalt burn it in the fire; it is 
id out of the sores. 3 Malignant. 
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fret inward, whether it be bare within or 
without. And if the priest look, and, behold, 
the plague be somewhat dark after the wash- 
ing of it; then he shall rend it out of the gar- 
ment, or out of the skin, or out of the warp, 
or out of the woof : and if it appear still in the 
garment, either in the warp, or in the woof, 
or in any thing of skin; it is a spreading 
plague: thou shalt bum that wherein the 
plague is with fire. And the garment, either 
warp, or woof, or whatsoever thing of skin 
it be, which thou shall wash, if the plague 
be departed from them, then it shall be 
washed the second time, and shall be clean. 
This is the law of the plague of leprosy in 
a garment of woollen or linen, either in 
the warp, or woof, or any thing of skins, 
to pronounce it clean, or to pronounce it 
unclean. 

Health Certificates 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
This shall be the law of the leper in the 
day of his cleansing: he shall be brought 
unto the priest: and the priest shall go 
forth out of the camp ; and the priest shall 
look, and, behold, if the plague of leprosy 
be healed in the leper; then shall the priest 
command to take for him that is to be 
cleansed two birds alive and clean, and 
cedar wood, and scarlet, and hyssop: and 
the priest shall command that one of the 
birds be killed in an earthen vessel over run- 
ning water: as for the living bird, he shall 
take it, and the cedar wood, and the scarlet, 
and the hyssop, and shall dip them and the 
living bird in the blood of the bird that was 
killed over the running water: and he shall 
sprinkle upon him that is to be cleansed from 
the leprosy seven times, and shall pronounce 
him clean, and shall let the living bird loose 
into the open field. And he that is to be 
cleansed shall wash his clothes, and shave 
off all his hair, and wash himself in water, 
that he may be clean: and after that 1 he shall 
come into the camp, and shah tarry abroad 
out of his tent seven days. But it shall be on 
the seventh day, that he shall shave all his 
hair off his head and his beard and his eye- 
brows, even all his hair he shall shave off: 
and he shall wash his clothes, also he shall 
wash his flesh in water, and he shall be clean. 
And on the eighth day he shall take two he 
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lambs without blemish, and one ewe lamb of 
the first year without blemish, and three 
tenth deals of fine flour 2 for a meat offering, 
mingled with oil, and one log of oil . 3 And the 
priest that maketh him clean shall present 
the man that is to be made clean, and those 
things, before the Lord, at the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation: and the 
priest shall take one he lamb, and offer him 
for a trespass offering, and the log of oil, and 
wave them for a wave offering before the 
Lord : and he shall slay the lamb in the place 
where he shall kill the sin offering and the 
burnt offering, in the holy place: for as the 
sin offering is the priest’s, so is the trespass 
offering: it is most holy: and the priest shall 
take some of the blood of the trespass offer- 
ing, and the priest shall put it upon the tip 
of the right ear of him that is to be cleansed, 
and upon the thumb of his right hand, and 
upon the great toe of his right foot : and the 
priest shall take some of the log of oil, and 
pour it into the palm of his own left hand: 
and the priest shall dip his right finger in the 
oil that is in his left hand, and shall sprinkle 
of the oil with his finger seven times before 
the Lord : and of the rest of the oil that is in 
his hand shall the priest put upon the tip of 
the right ear of him that is to be cleansed, 
and upon the thumb of his right hand, and 
upon the great toe of his right foot, upon the 
blood of the trespass offering: and the rem- 
nant of the oil that is in the priest’s hand he 
shall pour upon the head of him that is to be 
cleansed: and the priest shall make an atone- 
ment for him before the Lord. And the 
priest shall offer the sin offering, and make 
an atonement for him that is to be cleansed 
from his uncleanness; and afterward he shall 
kill the burnt offering: and the priest shall 
offer the burnt offering and the meat offering 
upon the altar: and the priest shall make an 
atonement for him, and he shall be clean. 
And if he be poor, and cannot get so much; 
then he shall take one lamb for a trespass 
offering to be waved, to make an atonement 
for him, and one tenth deal of fine flour 
mingled with oil for a meat offering, and a 
log of oil; and two turtledoves, or two young 
pigeons, such as he is able to get; and the one 
shall be a sin offering, and the other a burnt 
offering. And he shall bring them on the 
eighth day for his cleansing unto the priest, 
unto the door of the tabernacle of the con- 


1 After the official ceremony outside the camp comes the religious ceremony inside the camp. 

2 Twenty pints. 3 A pint. 
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gregatlon* before the Lorn, And the priest 
shall take the lamb of the trespass offering, 
and the log of oil* and the priest shall wave 
them for a wave offering, before the Loud : 
and he shall kill the lamb of the trespass 
offering* and the priest shall take some of the 
blood of the trespass offering* and put it upon 
the tip of the right ear of him that is to be 
cleansed* and upon the thumb of his right 
hand* and upon the great toe of his right 
foot: and the priest shall pour of the oil into 
the palm of his own left hand : and the priest 
shall sprinkle with his right finger some of 
the oil that is in his left hand seven times 
before the Lord: and the priest shall put of 
the oil that is in his hand upon the tip of the 
right ear of him that is to be cleansed* and 
upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon 
the great toe of his right foot* upon the place 
of the blood of the trespass offering: and the 
rest of the oil that is in the priest’s hand he 
shall put upon the head of him that is to be 
cleansed, to make an atonement for him be- 
fore the Lord. And he shall offer the one of 
the turtledoves* or of the young pigeons* 
such as he can get; even such as he is able 
to get, the one for a sin offering, and the 
other for a burnt offering* with the meat 
offering: and the priest shall make an atone- 
ment for him that is to be cleansed before 
the Lord. This is the law of him in whom 
is the plague of leprosy* whose hand is 
not able to get that which pertaineth to his 
cleansing. 

Unhealthy Houses 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto 
Aaron* saying* When ye be come into the 
land of Canaan* which I give to you for a 
possession* and I put the plague of leprosy 
in a house 1 of the land of your possession; and 
he that owneth the house shall come and tell 
the priest* saying. It seemeth to me there 
is as it were a plague in the house: then 
the priest shall command that they empty the 
house* before the priest go into it to see the 
plague* that all that is in the house be not 
made unclean: and afterward the priest shall 
go in to see the house: and he shall look on 
the plague* and* behold* if the plague be in 
the walls of the house with hollow strakes* 
greenish or reddish* which in sight are lower 
than the wall; then the priest shall go out of 
the house to the door of the house* and shut 
up the house seven days : and the priest shall 


come again the seventh day* and shall look: 
and* behold* if the plague be spread in the 
walls of the house; then the priest shall com- 
mand that they take away the stones in which 
the plague is* and they shall cast them into 
an unclean place without the city: and he 
shall cause the house to be scraped within 
round about* and they shall pour out the dust 
that they scrape off without the city into an 
unclean place: and they shall take other 
stones* and put them in the place of those 
stones; and he shall take other morter* and 
shall plaister the house. And if the plague 
come again* and break out in the house* after 
that he hath taken away the stones* and after 
he hath scraped the house* and after it is 
plaistered; then the priest shall come and 
look* and* behold* if the plague be spread in 
the house* it is a fretting leprosy in the house : 
it is unclean. And he shall break down the 
house* the stones of it* and the timber there- 
of* and all the morter of the house; and he 
shall carry them forth out of the city into an 
unclean place. Moreover he that goeth into 
the house all the while that it is shut up shall 
be unclean until the even. And he that lieth 
in the house shall wash his clothes; and he 
that eateth in the house shall wash his clothes. 
And if the priest shall come in* and look upon 
it* and* behold* the plague hath not spread 
in the house* after the house was plaistered; 
then the priest shall pronounce the house 
clean* because the plague is healed. And he 
shall take to cleanse the house two birds* and 
cedar wood, and scarlet* and hyssop: and he 
shall kill the one of the birds in an earthen 
vessel over running water; and he shall take 
the cedar wood, and the hyssop* and the 
scarlet* and the living bird, and dip them in 
the blood of the slain bird* and in the run- 
ning water* and sprinkle the house seven 
times: and he shall cleanse the house with 
the blood of the bird* and with the running 
water* and with the living bird* and with the 
cedar wood* and with the hyssop* and with 
the scarlet: but he shall let go the living bird 
out of the city into the open fields* and make 
an atonement for the house: and it shall 
be clean. This is the law for all manner 
of plague of leprosy* and seal* and for 
the leprosy of a garment* and of a house* 
and for a rising* and for a scab* and for 
a bright spot: to teach when it is unclean, 
and when it is dean: this is the law of 
leprosy. 


1 Possibly some kind of fungus due to damp. 
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Personal Cleanliness 
And the Lord spake unto Moses and to 
Aaron, saying, Speak unto the children of Is- 
rael, and say unto them. When any man hath 
a running issue out of his flesh, because of his 
issue he is unclean. And this shall be his un- 
cleanness in his issue: whether his flesh run 
with his issue, or his flesh be stopped from 
his issue, it is his uncleanness. Every bed, 
whereon he lieth that hath the issue, is un- 
clean: and every thing, whereon he sitteth, 
shall be unclean. And whosoever toucheth 
his bed shall wash his clothes, and bathe him- 
self in water, and be unclean until the even. 
And he that sitteth on any thing whereon he 
sat that hath the issue shall wash his clothes, 
and bathe himself in water, and be unclean 
until the even. And he that toucheth the 
flesh of him that hath the issue shall wash his 
clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be 
unclean until the even. And if he that hath 
the issue spit upon him that is clean; then he 
shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in 
water, and be unclean until the even. And 
what saddle soever he rideth upon that hath 
the issue shall be unclean. And whosoever 
toucheth any thing that was under him shall 
be unclean until the even : and he that beareth 
any of those things shall wash his clothes, 
and bathe himself in water, and be unclean 
until the even. And whomsoever he toucheth 
that hath the issue, and hath not rinsed his 
hands in water, he shall wash his clothes, and 
bathe himself in water, and be unclean until 
the even. And the vessel of earth, that he 
toucheth which hath the issue, shall be 
broken: and every vessel of wood shall be 
rinsed in water. And when he that hath an 
issue is cleansed of his issue; then he shall 
number to himself seven days for his cleans- 
ing, and wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh 
in running water, and shall be clean. And on 
the eighth day he shall take to him two turtle- 
doves, or two young pigeons, and come before 
the Lord unto the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and give them unto the 
priest: and the priest shall offer them, the 
one for a sin offering, and the other for a 
burnt offering; and the priest shall make an 
atonement for him before the Lord for his 
issue. And if any man’s seed of copulation 
go out from him, then he shall wash all his 
flesh in water, and be unclean until the even. 
And every garment, and every skin, whereon 
is the seed of copulation, shall be washed 
with water, and be unclean until the even. 
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The woman also with whom man shall lie 
with seed of copulation, they shall both 
bathe themselves in water, and be unclean 
until the even. 

And if a woman have an issue, .and her 
issue in her flesh be blood, she shall be put 
apart seven days: and whosoever toucheth 
her shall be unclean until the even. And 
every thing that she lieth upon in her separa- 
tion shall be unclean: every thing also that 
she sitteth upon shall be unclean. And who- 
soever toucheth her bed shall wash ' his 
clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be 
unclean until the even. And whosoever 
toucheth any thing that she sat upon shall 
wash his clothes, and bathe himself in water, 
and be unclean until the even. And if it be 
on her bed, or on any thing whereon she 
sitteth, when he toucheth it, he shall be un- 
clean until the even. And if any man lie with 
her at all, and her flowers be upon him, he 
shall be unclean seven days; and all the bed 
whereon he lieth shall be unclean. And if a 
woman have an issue of her blood many days 
out of the time of her separation, or if it run 
beyond the time of her separation ; all the 
days of the issue of her uncleanness shall be 
as the days of her separation: she shall be 
unclean. Every bed whereon she lieth all the 
days of her issue shall be unto her as the bed 
of her separation: and whatsoever she sitteth 
upon shall be unclean, as the uncleanness of 
her separation. And whosoever toucheth 
those things shall be unclean, and shall wash 
his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and 
be unclean until the even. But if she be 
cleansed of her issue, then she shall number 
to herself seven days, and after that she shall 
be clean. And on the eighth day she shall 
take unto her two turtles, or two young 
pigeons, and bring them unto the priest, to 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 
And the priest shall offer the one for a sin 
offering, and the other for a burnt offering; 
and the priest shall make an atonement for 
her before the Lord for the issue of her un- 
cleanness. Thus shall ye separate the chil- 
dren of Israel from their uncleanness; that 
they die not in their uncleanness, when they 
defile my tabernacle that is among them. 
This is the law of him that hath an issue, and 
of him whose seed goeth from him, and is 
defiled therewith; and of her that is sick of 
her flowers, and of him that hath an issue, 
of the man, and of the woman, and of him 
that lieth with her that is unclean. 



the honour and glory of god 

high and holy is the lord, yet he graciously 
draws near mankind to deliver them from evil 




LEVITICUS CHAPTER 16, 1-34 

A first impression of the Day of Atonement gives it the character of an annual renewal , 
and fresh start. In spite of all the care taken to keep the Sanctuary and people free 
from every stain of evil there was always the possibility of accidental or unconscious 
contamination. Its white shield might be spotted, their white garments might be 
soiled, unbeknown to anyone save God. To make sure, therefore, that they were clean 
before Him, this day at the beginning of each new year was given up to fasting and 
sacrifice . 

But this does not exhaust its meaning . Up to this point our thoughts have been 
directed to man's relation to God. Now the other side of the truth is presented , God's 
relation to man . What an amazing revelation it is! The Eternal God, whose glory 
overwhelms us, whose holiness, sovereignty, and power overawe us, is compassionate, 
forgiving, and ready to renew His Covenant of Friendship with sin- stained man . There 
is deliverance from the taint and torture of sin . This is the message of the Day as we 
now see it, no longer dimly apprehended behind symbols, but as a fact made manifest 
by the One who is Himself the Word of God and the Way to Him . 


1ND the Lord spake unto Moses after 
f\ . the death of the two sons of Aaron, 
rHI when they offered before the Lord, 
JL JLand died; and the Lord said unto 
Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that 
he come not at all times into the holy place 
within the vail 1 before the mercy seat, which 
is upon the ark; that he die not: for I will 
appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat. 2 
Thus shall Aaron come into the holy place: 
with a young bullock for a sin offering, and 
a ram for a burnt offering. He shall put on 
the holy linen coat, and he shall have the 
linen breeches upon his flesh, and shall be 
girded with a linen girdle, and with the linen 
mitre shall he be attired: these are holy gar- 
ments; therefore shall he wash his flesh in 
water, and so put them on. And he shall 
take of the congregation of the children of 
Israel two kids of the goats for a sin offering, 
and one ram for a burnt offering. And Aaron 
shall offer his bullock of the sin offering. 


which is for himself, and make an atonement 
for himself, and for his house. And he shall 
take the two goats, and present them before 
the Lord at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation. And Aaron shall cast lots 
upon the two goats; one lot for the Lord, 
and the other lot for the scapegoat. 3 And 
Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the 
Lord's lot fell, and offer him for a sin offer- 
ing. But the goat, on which the lot fell to be 
the scapegoat, shall be presented alive before 
the Lord, to make an atonement with him, 
and to let him go for a scapegoat into the 
wilderness. And Aaron shall bring the bul- 
lock of the sin offering, which is for himself, 
and shall make an atonement for himself, 
and for his house, and shall kill the bullock 
of the sin offering which is for himself: and 
he shall take a censer full of burning coals of 
fire from off the altar before the Lord, and 
his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, 
and bring it within the vail: and he shall put 


* The curtain which divided the inner tent into the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies. 

* The Mercy Seat was the golden throne of the invisible God. It was a solid slab of pure gold on the top 
of a sacred chest. At each end, and facing each other, was a winged figure, also of pure gold. 

3 Azazel, see p, 133, n. 1. 
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the incense upon the fire before the Lord* 
that the cloud of the incense may cover the 
mercy seat that is upon the testimony* that 
he die not: and he shall take of the blood of 
the buliock 5 and sprinkle it with his finger 
upon the mercy seat eastward; and before 
the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood 
with his finger seven times. 

An Offering for Sin 

Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offer- 
ing* that is for the people* and bring his 
blood within the vail* and do with that blood 
as he did with the blood of the bullock* and 
sprinkle it upon the mercy seat* and before 
the mercy seat : and he shall make an atone- 
ment for the holy place* because of the 
imcleanness of the children of Israel* and 
because of their transgressions in all their 
sins : and so shall he do for the tabernacle of 
the congregation* that remaineth among them 
in the midst of their imcleanness. And there 
shall be no man in the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation when he goeth in to make an atone- 
ment in the holy place* until he come out* 
and have made an atonement for himself* 
and for his household* and for all the con- 
gregation of Israel. And he shall go out unto 
the altar that is before the Lord* and make 
an atonement for it; and shall take of the 
blood of the bullock* and of the blood of the 
goat* and put it upon the horns of the altar 
round about. And he shall sprinkle of the 
blood upon it with his finger seven times* 
and cleanse it* and hallow it from the un- 
cleanness of the children of Israel. 

Getting Rid of Sin 

And when he hath made an end of recon- 
ciling the holy place* and the tabernacle of 
the congregation* and the altar* he shall 
bring the live goat: and Aaron shall lay both 
his hands upon the head of the live goat* 1 and 
confess over him all the iniquities of the 
children of Israel* and all their transgressions 
in all their sins* putting them upon the head 
of the goat* and shall send him away by the 
hand of a fit man into-the.; wilderness: and 
the goat shall bear upon him all their iniqui- 
ties unto a land not inhabited : and he shall 


LEVITICUS 16* 34 

let go the goat in the wilderness. And Aaron 
shall come into the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation* and shall put off the linen garments, 
which he put on when he went into the holy 
place* and shall leave them there : and he 
shall wash his flesh with water in the holy 
place* and put on his garments* and come 
forth* and offer his burnt offering* and the 
burnt offering of the people* and make an 
atonement for himself* and for the people. 
And the fat of the sin offering shall he burn 
upon the altar. And he that let go the goat 
for the scapegoat shall wash his clothes* and 
bathe his flesh in water* and afterward come 
into the camp. And the bullock for the sin 
offering* and the goat for the sin offering* 
whose blood was brought in to make atone- 
ment in the holy place* shall one carry forth 
without the camp; and they shall burn in the 
fire their skins* and their flesh, and their 
dung. And he that burneth them shall wash 
his clothes* and bathe his flesh in water* and 
afterward he shall come into the camp. 

Getting Ready for Service 

And this shall be a statute for ever unto 
you: that in the seventh month* on the tenth 
day of the month * 2 ye shall afflict your souls * 3 
and do no work at all* whether it be one of 
your own country* or a stranger that so- 
journeth among you: for on that day shall 
the priest make an atonement for you* to 
cleanse you* that ye may be clean from all 
your sins before the Lord. It shall be a 
sabbath of rest unto you* and ye shall afflict 
your souls* by a statute for ever. And the 
priest* whom he shall anoint* and whom he 
shall consecrate to minister in the priest’s 
office in his father’s stead, shall make the 
atonement, and shall put on the linen clothes, 
even the holy garments : and he shall make 
an atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he 
shall make an atonement for the tabernacle 
of the congregation, and for the altar, and he 
shall make an atonement for the priests* and 
for all the people of the congregation. And 
this shall be an everlasting statute unto you, 
to make an atonement for the children of 
Israel for all their sins once a year. And he 
did as the Lord commanded Moses. 


1 The two goats must be taken together as forming one offering. They are both presented to the Lord who, 
in the casting of the lot, determines which shall be slain, and which shall be sent to Azazel, To the people 
of these times Azazel was the chief of evil spirits and lived in a secret place in the desert. Since it was believed 
he was the father of evil, sins belonged to him, and here they are sent back to him. In any case, they are far 
removed from the sinner. 

2 New Year’s Day in the Sacred or Religious Calendar. 
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3 To fast or abstain from food. 



THE MANIFESTO OF THE MOVEMENT 

A PLAN OF ACTION FOR BRINGING LIFE INTO 
LINE WITH THE NEW SPIRIT 


LEVITICUS CHAPTERS 17, i— 22, 33 

We must not lose sight of the fact that in this book we are dealing with the creation and 
development of anew spirit in the life of man. It would be a mistake to read the follow- 
ing chapters simply as a code of laws for regulating human life, without having regard 
to the spirit that inspired them and lies behind them. They are the creation of an 
illuminating experience which the earlier chapters have in a deeply impressive way 
sought to bring to our minds. We cannot give too much weight to this. The movement , 
whatever may have been its later development , grew out of an experience of worship 
and was designed to make that experience in all its elevating , refining, and energizing 
power the possession of all the children of God. It was concerned originally not with 
worship as an institution, though that later phase may have left its mark on the docu- 
ments, but with worship as a creative and re-creative experience . Behind its altars, 
sacrifices, and festivals there was a lively exultant adoration of, affection for, delight 
in, and devotion to the glorious God of the universe and mankind. It was the spirit bom 
of this experience that outlined what we have called the Manifesto with its far-seeing 
and far-reaching measures for the protection and benefit of human life . And if it was 
not set forth in the form now familiar to us the lines of its constitution were then laid 
down. As we read the Manifesto it may be we shall feel we owe something to-day to the 
rules and regulations it first set forth. Would that we could bring to our own day and 
generation the warning against secularism contained in its opening verses. No one must 
go through life as though God did not exist, for without a sense of the sacredness of 
life secular things become debasing . 


LIFE MUST NOT BE GODLESS 

AND the Lord spake unto Moses, say- 
/% in g, Speak unto Aaron, and unto 
/ \ his sons, and unto all the children 
JL JLof Israel, and say unto them ; This is 
the thing which the Lord hath commanded, 
saying, What man soever there be of the 
house of Israel, that killeth an ox, or lamb, 
or goat, in the camp, or that killeth it out of 
the camp, and bringeth it not unto the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation , 1 to offer 
an offering unto the Lord before the taber- 
nacle of the Lord; blood shall be imputed 
unto that man; he hath shed blood; and that 
man shall be cut off from among his people: 
to the end that the children of Israel may 
bring their sacrifices, which they offer in the 


Leviticus 17 , 1-16 

open field, even that they may bring them 
unto the Lord, unto the door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, unto the priest, 
and offer them for peace offerings unto the 
Lord. And the priest shall sprinkle the 
blood upon the altar of the Lord at the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation, and 
bum the fat for a sweet savour unto the 
Lord. And they shall no more offer their 
sacrifices unto devfis, after whom they have 
gone a whoring. This shall be a statute for 
ever unto them throughout their generations. 

And thou shalt say unto them, Whatsoever 
man there be of .the house of Israel, or of the 
strangers which sojourn among you, that 
offereth a burnt offering or sacrifice, and 


1 It is the difference between slaughtering an animal for food, without any thought of God, and accepting 
the flesh of an animal for food, as a gift from God after it has been offered to and blessed by Him. 



Religion is for the street as well as for the sanctuary; it deals with commerce as well 
as with communion . Integrity is to trade what incense is to the temple — a sweet 
savour unto the Lord . 


bringeth it not unto the door of the taber- I will even set my face against that soul that 

nacle of the congregation* to offer it unto the eateth blood, and will cut him off from 

Lord; even that man shall be cut off from among his people. For the life of the flesh 

among his people. is in the blood: and I have given It to you 

And whatsoever man there be of the house upon the altar to make an atonement for your 

of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn souls: for it is the blood that maketh an 

among you, that eateth any manner of blood; atonement for the soul. 1 Therefore I said 

1 This is one of the key passages to the understanding of the religious thought of the period . 
Much of the perplexity in the minds of Christian people on the power of blood to redeem the soul 
would disappear if they realized how the people , who used the word in these far-off days , thought 
of 'souP. It did not mean to them what it means to us . Or, rather, they explained it differently , 
for , of course , they felt as we do, that there is something in man which is (It is difficult to find 
a word which will be clear to everybody. What shall we call it 7) the vital essence of his being . 
We frequently speak of it to-day as his c spirit % because our present ideas on these matters make 
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unto the children of Israel, No soul of you 
shall eat blood, neither shall any stranger 
that sojoumeth among you eat blood. And 
whatsoever man there be of the children of 
Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn among 
you, which hunteth and catcheth any beast 
or fowl that may be eaten; he shall even pour 
out the blood thereof, and cover it with dust. 
For it is the life of all flesh; the blood of it 
is for the life thereof: therefore I said unto 
the children of Israel, Ye shall eat the blood 


of no manner of flesh: for the life of all flesh 
is the blood thereof: whosoever eateth it 
shall be cut off. And every sou! that eateth 
that which died of itself, or that which 
was tom with beasts, whether it be one 
of your own country, or a stranger, he shall 
both wash Ms clothes, and bathe himself in 
water, and be unclean until the even: then 
shall he be clean. But if he wash them not, 
nor bathe Ms flesh; then he shall bear Ms 
iniquity. 


HOME LIFE MUST BE ELEVATED Leviticus 18 , 1-30 

One of the first problems to be dealt with in any scheme of social reconstruction is the 
relationship between the sexes. 


AND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Speak unto the children of Israel, and say 
unto them, I am the Lord your God. After 
the doings of the land of Egypt, wherein ye 
dwelt, shall ye not do: and after the doings 
of the land of Canaan, wMther I bring you, 
shall ye not do : neither shall ye walk in their 
ordinances. Ye shall do my judgments, and 
keep mine ordinances, to walk therein: I am 
the Lord your God. Ye shall therefore keep 
my statutes, and my judgments: wMch if a 
man do, he shall live in them: I am the Lord. 

None of you shall approach to any that is 
near of kin to him, to uncover their naked- 
ness : 1 I am the Lord. The nakedness of thy 
father, or the nakedness of thy mother, shalt 
thou not uncover: she is thy mother; thou 
shalt not uncover her nakedness. The naked- 
ness of thy father’s wife shalt thou not un- 
cover: it is thy father’s nakedness. The 
nakedness of thy sister, the daughter of thy 
father, or daughter of thy mother, whether 
she be bom at home, or bom abroad , 2 even 


their nakedness thou shalt not uncover. The 
nakedness of thy son’s daughter, or of thy 
daughter’s daughter, even their nakedness 
thou shalt not uncover: for theirs is thine 
own nakedness. The nakedness of thy 
father’s wife’s daughter, begotten of thy 
father, she is thy sister, thou shalt not un- 
cover her nakedness . Thou shalt not uncover 
the nakedness of thy father’s sister: she is 
thy father’s near kinswoman. Thou shalt not 
uncover the nakedness of thy mother’s sister: 
for she is thy mother’s near kinswoman. 
Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy 
father’s brother, thou.shalt not approach to 
Ms wife: she is thine aunt. Thou shalt not 
uncover the nakedness of thy daughter in 
law: she is thy son’s wife; thou shalt not un- 
cover her nakedness. Thou shalt not uncover 
the nakedness of thy brother’s wife: it is thy 
brother’s nakedness. Thou shalt not un- 
cover the nakedness of a woman and her 
daughter, neither shalt thou take her son’s 
daughter, or her daughter’s daughter, to un- 


this term more suitable to the fact . But in an age when men*$ ideas were more physical than 
spiritual the send was naturally assumed to be partly physical , especially when it was observed 
that blood was vital to existence. ‘ The life of the flesh is in the blood ’ says the text . In other 
words , the soul , the mysterious and sacred something we call life or spirit , is in the blood . It 
comes from God and therefore is holy and potent . To misuse it is highly dangerous, hut to apply 
it properly and reverently is to find it sufficient for all those needs which are beyond all ordinary 
human powers . Since of course it is 'with sin that blood has its closest connexion it should be 
remembered that , like soul, sin , in the popular mind , was conceived to be in its nature also partly 
physical or material, and therefore needed a partly physical remedy . But the remedy had to be 
applied to be efficacious. It did not lie in the shedding of the blood , but in the offering on the altar 
of the soul or life that was in the blood ; not in the life surrendered but in the life dedicated . 
Death makes the life or soul available for an altar offering of atonement . Add to this the con - 
viction that God had appointed it so, and it is easy to understand the emphasis given to blood 
in the Old Testament . The subject exceeds the limits of a brief note. 

1 Marriage is forbidden where the relationship named exists. It will be observed, that relationship in law 
is on the same level as blood relationship. 2 In or out of wedlock, or by a previous marriage. 
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cover her nakedness; for they are her near 
kinswomen; it is wickedness. Neither shait 
thou take a wife to her sister, to vex her, 1 to 
uncover her nakedness, beside the other in 
her life time. Also thou shait not approach 
unto a woman to uncover her nakedness, as 
long as she is put apart for her uncleanness. 
Moreover thou shait not lie carnally with thy 
neighbour’s wife, to defile thyself with her. 
And thou shait not let any of thy seed pass 
through the fire to Molech, 2 neither shait 
thou profane the name of thy God; I am the 
Lord. Thou shait not lie with mankind, as 
with womankind: it is abomination. Neither 
shait thou lie with any beast to defile thyself 
therewith; neither shall any woman stand 
before a beast to lie down thereto : it is con- 
fusion. Defile not ye yourselves in any of 
these things ; for in all these the nations are 
defiled which I cast out before you; and the 


LEVITICUS 19, 15 

land is defiled : therefore I do visit the ini- 
quity thereof upon it, and the land itself 
vomiteth out her inhabitants. Ye shall there- 
fore keep my statutes and my judgments, 
and shall not commit any of these abomina- 
tions; neither any of your own nation, nor 
any stranger that sojoumeth among you; 
(for all these abominations have the men of 
the land done, which were before you, and 
the land is defiled;) that the land spue not 
you out also, when ye defile it, as it spued out 
the nations that were before you. For whoso- 
ever shall commit any of these abominations, 
even the souls that commit them shall be cut 
off from among their people. Therefore shall 
ye keep mine ordinance, that ye commit not 
any one of these abominable customs, which 
were committed before you, and that ye de- 
file not yourselves therein; 1 am the Lord 
your God, 


RELIGIOUS DUTIES MUST BE OBSERVED Leviticus 19, r-8 

There must be no slackness in keeping the Commandments or the rules regulating the 
ceremonies connected with the services of the Sanctuary . 


AND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Speak unto all the congregation of the chil- 
dren of Israel, and say unto them. Ye shall 
be holy: for I the Lord your God am holy. 

Ye shaE fear every man his mother, and 
his father, and keep my sabbaths: I am the 
Lord your God. 

Turn ye not unto idols, nor make to your- 
selves molten gods; I am the Lord your 
God. 

And if ye offer a sacrifice of peace offerings 


unto the Lord, ye shaU offer it at your own 
will. It shall be eaten the same day ye offer 
it, and on the morrow: and if ought remain 
until the third day, it shall be burnt in the 
fire. And if it be eaten at aE on the third day, 
it is abominable; it shall not be accepted. 
Therefore every one that eateth it shall 
bear his iniquity, because he hath pro- 
faned the hallowed thing of the Lord: and 
that soul shaE be cut off from among his 
people. 


BUSINESS LIFE MUST BE HONEST Leviticus 19, 9-37 

In the shops and on the farms the sacred bonds of human society are not to be broken 
by hard and unjust dealing. 


AND when ye reap the harvest of your land, 
thou shait not whoEy reap the comers of thy 
field, neither shait thou gather the gleanings 
of thy harvest. And thou shait not glean thy 
vineyard, neither shait thou gather every grape 
of thy vineyard; thou shait leave them for 
the poor and stranger; I am the Lord your 
God. 

Ye shaE not steal, neither deal falsely, 
neither he one to another. 

And ye shaE not swear by my name falsely. 


neither shait thou profane the name of thy 
God : I am the Lord. 

Thou shait not defraud thy neighbour, 
neither rob him: the wages of him that is 
hired shall not abide with thee aE night until 
the morning. 

Thou shait not curse the deaf, nor put a 
stumblingblock before the blind, but shait 
fear thy God: I am the Lord. 

Ye shaE do no unrighteousness in judg- 
ment: thou shait not respect the person of 


1 Forbids a man to be married to two sisters at the same time. An advance on the custom which prevailed 
when Jacob married Leah and Rachel. 2 Bum children as sacrifices. 
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the poor, nor honour the person of the 
mighty: 1 but in righteousness shalt thou 
judge thy neighbour. 

Thou shalt not go up and down as a tale- 
bearer among thy people: neither shalt thou 
stand against the blood of thy neighbour: 2 1 
am the Lord. 

Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine 
heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy 
neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him. 

Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any 
grudge against the children of thy people, 
but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: 3 
I am the Lord. 

Ye shall keep my statutes. Thou shalt not 
let thy cattle gender with a diverse kind: 
thou shalt not sow thy field with mingled 
seed: neither shall a garment mingled of 
linen and woollen come upon thee. 4 

And whosoever lieth carnally with a 
woman, that is a bondmaid, betrothed to an 
husband, and not at all redeemed, nor free- 
dom given her; she shall be scourged; they 
shall not be put to death, because she was 
not free. And he shall bring his trespass 
offering unto the Lord, unto the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, even a ram 
for a trespass offering. And the priest shall 
make an atonement for him with the ram of 
the trespass offering before the Lord for his 
sin which he hath done: and the sin which 
he hath done shall be forgiven him. 

And when ye shall come into the land, and 
shall have planted all manner of trees for 
food, then ye shall count the fruit thereof as 
uncircumcised: three years shall it be as un- 
drcumcised unto you: 5 it shall not be eaten 


of. But in the fourth year all the fruit thereof 
shall be holy to praise the Lord withal. And 
in the fifth year shall ye eat of the fruit there- 
of, that it may yield unto you the increase 
thereof: 1 am the Lord your God. 

Ye shall not eat any thing with the blood: 
neither shall ye use enchantment, nor ob- 
serve times . 6 Ye shall not round the corners 
of your heads, neither shalt thou mar the 
comers of thy beard . 7 Ye shall not make any 
cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print 
any marks upon you: I am the Lord. 

Do not prostitute thy daughter, to cause 
her to be a whore ; lest the land fall to whore- 
dom, and the land become full of wickedness. 

Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence 
my sanctuary: I am the Lord, 

Regard not them that have familiar spirits, 
neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by 
them : I am the Lord your God. 

Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, 
and honour the face of the old man, and fear 
thy God: I am the Lord. 

And if a stranger sojourn with thee in your 
land, ye shall not vex him. But the stranger 
that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as 
one born among you, and thou shalt love Mm 
as thyself; for ye were strangers in the land 
of Egypt: I am the Lord your God. 

Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judg- 
ment, in meteyard, 8 in weight, or in measure. 
Just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and 
a just bin, 9 shall ye have : I am the Lord your 
God, which brought you out of the land of 
Egypt. Therefore shall ye observe all my 
statutes, and all my judgments, and do them: 
I am the Lord. 


EVILS MUST BE CHECKED Leviticus 20 , 1-27 

Whether they are sensual or superstitious, evils must not he allowed to endanger the 
honour of God or the sacredness of human life . 


AND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Again, thou shalt say to the children of 
Israel, Whosoever he be of the children 
of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn 
in Israel, that giveth any of his seed unto 
Molech; he shall surely be put to death: 
the people of the land shall stone him 
with stones. And I will set my face against 
that man, and will cut him off from among 


Ms people; because he hath given of his 
seed unto Molech, to defile my sanctuary, 
and to profane my holy name. And if the 
people of the land do any ways hide their 
eyes from the man, when he giveth of his 
seed unto Molech, and kill him not: then 
I will set my face against that man, and 
against his family, and will cut Mm off, and 
all that go a whoring after him, to commit 


1 No favouritism. * Bear fals e witness. 

3 It is worth noting where this text, which our Lord quoted and widened in meaning, appears. 

4 Evil results were supposed to follow the mixing of different materials. 

5 Until its first ceremonial stripping it was regarded as ceremonially 6 Lucky days, &c. 

7 Various superstitious customs underlie these prohibitions. 8 A measuring rod. 

9 A just dry measure and a just liquid measure. 
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whoredom with Molech, from among their 
people. 

And the soul that tumeth after such as 
have familiar spirits* and after wizards* to go 
a whoring after them* I will even set my face 
against that soul* and will cut him off from 
among his people. 

Sanctify yourselves therefore* and be ye 
holy: for I am the Lord your God. And ye 
shall keep my statutes* and do them: I am 
the Lord which sanctify you. 

For every one that curseth his father or his 
mother shall be surely put to death: he hath 
cursed his father or his mother; his blood 
shall be upon him. 

And the man that committeth adultery 
with another man’s wife* even he that com- 
mitteth adultery with his neighbour’s wife* 
the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely 
be put to death. And the man that lieth with 
his father’s wife hath uncovered his father’s 
nakedness : both of them shall surely be put 
to death; their blood shall be upon them. 
And if a man lie with his daughter in law* 
both of them shall surely be put to death: 
they have wrought confusion; their blood 
shall be upon them. If a man also lie with 
mankind* as he lieth with a woman* both of 
them have committed an abomination: they 
shall surely be put to death; their blood shall 
be upon them. And if a man take a wife and 
her mother* it is wickedness: they shall be 
burnt with fire* both he and they; that there 
be no wickedness among you. And if a man 
lie with a beast* he shall surely be put to 
death: and ye shall slay the beast. And if a 
woman approach unto any beast* and lie 
down thereto* thou shalt kill the woman* and 
the beast: they shall surely be put to death; 
their blood shall be upon them. And if a 
man shall take his sister* his father’s daughter* 
or Ms mother’s daughter* and see her naked- 
ness* and she see Ms nakedness ; it is a wicked 

LEADERS MUST BE SOUND 
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thing ; and they shall be cut off in the sight of 
their people: he hath uncovered his sister’s 
nakedness; he shall bear Ms iniquity. And 
if a man shall lie with a woman having her 
sickness, and shall uncover her nakedness; 
lie hath discovered her fountain* and she 
hath uncovered the fountain of her blood: 
and both of them shall be cut off from among 
their people. And thou shalt not uncover the 
nakedness of thy mother’s sister* nor of thy 
father’s sister: for he uncovered! Ms near 
kin: they shall bear their iniquity. And if a 
man shall lie with Ms uncle’s wife* he hath 
uncovered Ms uncle’s nakedness: they shall 
bear their sin; they shall die childless. And 
if a man shall take Ms brother’s wife, it is 
an unclean thing: he hath uncovered Ms 
brother’s nakedness ; they shall be childless. 

Ye shall therefore keep all my statutes* and 
all my judgments* and do them: that the 
land* whither I bring you to dwell therein* 
spue you not out. And ye shall not walk in 
the manners of the nation* wMch I cast out 
before you: for they committed all these 
things* and therefore I abhorred them. But 
I have said unto you* Ye shall inherit their 
land* and I will give it unto you to possess it* 
a land that floweth with milk and honey: I 
am the Lord your God* wMch have sepa- 
rated you from other people. Ye shall there- 
fore put difference between clean beasts and 
unclean* and between unclean fowls and 
clean: and ye shall not make your souls 
abominable by beast* or by fowl, or by any 
manner of living thing that creepeth on the 
ground* wMch I have separated from you as 
unclean. And ye shall be holy unto me: for 
I the Lord am holy* and have severed you 
from other people* that ye should be mine. 

A man also or woman that hath a familiar 
spirit* or that is a wizard, shall surely be put 
to death: they shall stone them with stones: 
their blood shall be upon them. 

Leviticus 21 , 1-24 


In this case the leaders of religion were the leaders of the people . They must he free 
from defilement and disfigurement * and their family life beyond reproach , . 

AND the Lord said unto Moses* Speak unto and for Ms brother, and for Ms sister a virgin* 

the priests the sons of Aaron* and say unto that is nigh unto him* which hath had no 

them* There shall none be defiled for the dead husband ; for her may he be defiled. But he 

among Ms people : 1 but for Ms kin* that is near shall not defile himself* being a chief man 

unto Mm* that is* for his mother* and for Ms among Ms people* to profane himself. They 
father* and for Ms son* and for Ms daughter* shall not make baldness upon their head* 
1 There was a danger of ceremonial defilement in the mourning customs, hence these restrictions* limiting 
the priest’s mourning to the death of nearest relatives. 
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neither shall they shave off the comer of 
their beard, nor make any cuttings in their 
flesh. They shall be holy unto their God, 
and not profane the name of their God: for 
the offerings of the Lord made by fire, and 
the bread of their God, they do offer: there- 
fore they shall be holy. They shall not take 
a wife that is a whore, or profane; neither 
shall they take a woman put away from her 
husband : for he is holy unto his God. Thou 
shalt sanctify him therefore; for he offereth 
the bread of thy God: he shall be holy unto 
thee: for I the Lord, which sanctify you, am 
holy. And the daughter of any priest, if she 
profane herself by playing the whore, she 
profaneth her father: she shall be burnt with 
fire. 

And he that is the high priest among bis 
brethren, upon whose head the anointing oil 
was poured, and that is consecrated to put 
on the garments, shall not uncover his head, 
nor rend his clothes; neither shall he go in 
to any dead body, nor defile himself for his 
father, or for his mother; neither shall he go 
out of the sanctuary, nor profane the sanctu- 
ary of his God; for the crown of the anoint- 
ing oil of his God is upon him: I am the 
Lord. And he shall take a wife in her vir- 
ginity. A widow, or a divorced woman, or 


profane, or an harlot, these shall he not take: 
but he shall take a virgin of his own people 
to wife. Neither shall he profane his seed 
among his people: for I the Lord do sanctify 
him. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto Aaron, saying. Whosoever he be 
of thy seed in their generations that hath any 
blemish, let him not approach to offer the 
bread of his God. For whatsoever man he 
be that hath a blemish, he shall not approach : 
a blind man, or a lame, or he that hath a flat 
nose, or any thing superfluous, or a man that 
is brokenfooted, or brokenhanded, or crook- 
backt, or a dwarf, or that hath a blemish in 
his eye, or be scurvy, or scabbed, or hath his 
stones broken; no man that hath a blemish 
of the seed of Aaron the priest shall come 
nigh to offer the offerings of the Lord made 
by fire: he hath a blemish; he shall not come 
nigh to offer the bread of his God. He shall 
eat the bread of his God, both of the most 
holy, and of the holy. Only he shall not go 
in unto the vail, nor come nigh unto the altar, 
because he hath a blemish; that he profane 
not my sanctuaries: for I the Lord do sanc- 
tify them. And Moses told it unto Aaron, 
and to his sons, and unto all the children of 
Israel. 


SACRED THINGS NOT TO BE PROFANED Leviticus 22 , 1-16 

Outside the Sanctuary , even in the privileged freedom of the family circle , the regula- 
tions regarding sacred things must he faithfully observed. 


AND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto Aaron and to his sons, that 
they separate themselves from the holy 
things of the children of Israel, and that 
they profane not my holy name in those 
things which they hallow unto me: I am 
the Lord. Say unto them, Whosoever he 
be of all your seed among your generations, 
that goeth unto the holy things, which the 
children of Israel hallow unto the Lord, 
having his uncleanness upon him, that soul 
shall be cut off from my presence: I am the 
Lord. What man soever of the seed of Aaron 
is a leper, or hath a running issue; he shall 
not eat of the holy things, until he be clean, 
And whoso toucheth any thing that is un- 
clean by the dead, or a man whose seed goeth 
from him; or whosoever toucheth any creep- 
ing thing, whereby he may be made unclean, 
or a man of whom he may take uncleanness, 
whatsoever uncleanness he hath; the soul 


which hath touched any such shall be unclean 
until even, and shall not eat of the holy 
things, unless he wash his flesh with water. 
And when the sun is down, he shall be clean, 
and shall afterward eat of the holy things; 
because it is his food. That which dieth of 
itself, or is tom with beasts, he shall not eat 
to defile himself therewith: I am the Lord. 
They shall therefore keep mine ordinance, 
lest they bear sin for it, and die therefore, if 
they profane it: I the Lord do sanctify them. 

There shall no stranger eat of the holy thing: 
a sojourner of the priest, or an hired servant, 
shall not eat of the holy thing. But if the 
priest buy any soul with his money, he shall 
eat of it, and he that is born in his house: 
they shall eat of his meat. If the priest’s 
daughter also be married unto a stranger, she 
may not eat of an offering of the holy things. 
But if the priest’s daughter be a widow, or 
divorced, and have no child, and is returned 



unto her father’s house, as in her youth, she 
shall eat of her father’s meat: but there shall 
no stranger eat thereof. 

And if a man eat of the holy thing unwit- 
tingly, then he shall put the fifth part thereof 
unto it, and shall give it unto the priest with 


LEVITICUS 22, 33 

the holy thing. And they shall not profane 
the holy things of the children of I-srael, 
which they offer unto the Lord; or suffer 
them to bear the iniquity of trespass, when 
they eat their holy things: for I the Lord do 
sanctify them. 


GOD MUST HAVE THE BEST Leviticus 22, 17-33 

Nothing must be offered to God which is not perfect, and no gift , however valuable , is 
perfect unless it is freely and willingly given . 


AND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto Aaron, and to his sons, and unto 
all the children of Israel, and say unto them. 
Whatsoever he be of the house of Israel, or 
of the strangers in Israel, that will offer his 
oblation for all his vows, and for all his free- 
will offerings, which they will offer unto the 
Lord for a burnt offering; ye shall offer at 
your own will a male without blemish, of the 
beeves, of the sheep, or of the goats. But 
whatsoever hath a blemish, that shall ye not 
offer: for it shall not be acceptable for you. 
And whosoever offereth a sacrifice of peace 
offerings unto the Lord to accomplish his 
vow, or a freewill offering in beeves or sheep, 
it shall be perfect to be accepted; there shall 
be no blemish therein. Blind, or broken, or 
maimed, or having a wen, or scurvy, or 
scabbed, ye shall not offer these unto the 
Lord, nor make an offering by fire of them 
upon the altar unto the Lord. Either a 
bullock or a lamb that hath any thing super- 
fluous or lacking in his parts, that mayest 
thou offer for a freewill offering; but for a 
vow it shall not be accepted. Ye shall not 
offer unto the Lord that which is bruised, or 


crushed, or broken, or cut; neither shall ye 
make any offering thereof in your land. 
Neither from a stranger’s hand shall ye 
offer the bread of your God of any of these; 
because their corruption is in them, and 
blemishes be in them: they shall not be 
accepted for you. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
When a bullock, or a sheep, or a goat, is 
brought forth, then it shall be seven days 
under the dam; and from the eighth day and 
thenceforth it shall be accepted for an offer- 
ing made by fire unto the Lord . And whether 
it be cow or ewe, ye shall not kill it and her 
young both in one day. And when ye will 
offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving unto the 
Lord, offer it at your own will. On the same 
day it shall be eaten up ; ye shall leave none 
of it until the morrow: I am the Lord. 
Therefore shall ye keep my commandments, 
and do them: I am the Lord. Neither shall 
ye profane my holy name; but I will be hal- 
lowed among the children of Israel: I am the 
Lord which hallow you, that brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I 
am the Lord . 1 


1 Maybe at this stage two questions are beginning to take shape in the reader’s mind. While he has been 
going over the laws for the promotion of the religious and social life of Israel he has been wondering about 
the legislation of the surrounding nations. He may have heard that Israel’s code closely resembles those of 
the older nations, and was in great part borrowed from them. How is that fact explained? It is accepted. 
Israel was the youngest of the Semitic peoples, and heir to all the wisdom of the preceding ages. But he was 
different from the other sons in the family of nations. He had a different spirit, and, according to the Scripture, 
enjoyed the high honour of close friendship with the great God of the Universe. So while in outward form 
there are many points of likeness between the laws of Israel and those of the advanced nations of antiquity, 
in spirit and content there are wide differences. Israel did not despise the inheritance which came to him, 
but under God’s direction developed it for the benefit of all mankind. 

But why, the reader may ask, when we turn to the Bible, do we find different versions of Israel’s code? 
Because its development was gradual, and conditioned largely by the changes in Israel’s history. As Israel’s 
life grew and expanded, so the truth within its laws became purer and stronger. As time went on its light 
increased until it became such an intense and consuming flame that the dross of ignorance and superstition, 
which had found its way into earlier legislation, was burnt out. That is why there are differences in Israel’s 
codes of laws, and why we have not one set of laws but several, each in advance of the other. Yet it is the 
same spirit which is in them all, and the same message which is proclaimed. And, let us observe, it is a helpful 
spirit, and a message of helpfulness which we find. These laws were framed not to make life difficult, not to 
complicate but to simplify human existence, to get things into their right order and running on right lines, 
so that nothing will mar man’s life with God or with his fellows. 



A CALENDAR OF SACRED DAYS 


THE SPIRIT OF WORSHIP CROWNS EACH SEASON 
OF THE YEAR WITH A HAPPY FESTIVAL 

LEVITICUS CHAPTERS 23, x— 25, 55 

Unlike our calendars which usually cover only twelve months of the year this Time-roll 
runs into jubilees. Parts of it are, of course, out of date. But we cannot pass by the 
festivals. We must turn aside if only for a moment to capture the secret of their appeal, 
little realizing, until we have done so, that religion could be the inspiration of anything 
so vital and joyous . Who would not make long pilgrimage to share in such rejoicing? 
But where to-day does faith hold festival with enthusiasm and exultation? Let us 
not forget the weekly Festival of Faith which stands at the head of this calendar, 
and is still given a place in our own. It is the pattern of all the festivals , and 
without the revelation it carries of a day, a year , an aeon of ages to come, the passing 
of time would have been too heavy for mankind ever to have had the heart to hold 
a festival. 


AND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto the children of Israel, and say 
unto them. Concerning the feasts of the 
Lord, which ye shall proclaim to be holy 
convocations, even these are my feasts. Six 


days shall work be done: but the seventh 
day is the sabbath of rest, an holy convoca- 
tion^ ye shall do no work therein: it is 
the sabbath of the Lord in aH your dwell- 
ings. 


SPRING FESTIVALS Leviticus 23 , 4-22 

We cannot see in these festivals all the first worshippers saw when they met together 
to glorify God. We have not the rich background of their history or experience . But 
it would be impossible to make a Spring pilgrimage in their land, or any other land 
where birds sing, lambs play, flowers bloom and the fields are fresh and green without 
a growing feeling that life was coming from somewhere, and giving to every thing in the 
earth a new and joyous vitality . Long before we reach the Sanctuary our hearts 
will be keeping festival to the great Life-Giver. And probably we shall discover when 
we do reach the official ceremonies that we have found the key to them in our experience 
on the way. For is not their central message the revelation that God is Life ? From 
Passover to Pentecost, from the firstborn to the firstfruits the message is the same — all 
life is in His hand . The festivals have gone, but every Springtime breathes anew the 
revelation they so joyously proclaimed. 

THESE are the feasts of the Lord, even bread. In the first day ye shall have an holy 
holy convocations, which ye shall proclaim in convocation: ye shall do no servile work 
their seasons. In the fourteenth day of the therein. But ye shall offer an offering made 
first month at even is the Lord’s passover. by fire unto the Lord seven days: in the 
And on the fifteenth day of the same month seventh day is an holy convocation: ye shall 
is the feast of unleavened bread unto the do no servile work therein. 

Lord: seven days ye must eat unleavened 


All Nature’s Festivals have been enriched by the Divine Revelation 


Firstfruits 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto the children of Israel, and say 
unto them. When ye be come into the land 
which I give unto you, and shall reap the 
harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf 
of the firstfruits of your harvest 1 unto the 
priest : and he shall wave the sheaf before the 
Lord, to be accepted for you: on the morrow 
after, the sabbath the priest shall wave it. 
And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the 
sheaf an he lamb without blemish of the first 
year for a burnt offering unto the Lord. 
And the meat offering thereof shall be two 
tenth deals of fine hour mingled with oil, an 
offering made by fire unto the Lord for a 
sweet savour: and the drink offering thereof 
shall be of wine, the fourth part of an hin. 
And ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched 
corn, nor green ears, until the selfsame day 
that ye have brought an offering unto your 
God: it shall be a statute for ever throughout 
your generations in all your dwellings. 

Pentecost 

And ye shall count unto you from the 


morrow after the sabbath, from the day that 
ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; 
seven sabbaths shall be complete: even unto 
the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall 
ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new 
meat offering unto the Lord. Ye shall bring 
out of your habitations two wave loaves of 
two tenth deals: they shall be of fine flour; 
they shall be baken with leaven; they are the 
firstfruits unto the Lord. And ye shall offer 
with the bread seven lambs without blemish 
of the first year, and one young bullock, and 
two rams : they shall be for a burnt offering 
unto the Lord, with their meat offering, and 
their drink offerings, even an offering made 
by fire, of sweet savour unto the Lord. Then 
ye shall sacrifice one kid of the goats for a sin 
offering, and two lambs of the first year for 
a sacrifice of peace offerings. And the priest 
shall wave them with the bread of the first- 
fruits for a wave offering before the Lord, 
with the two lambs : they shall be holy to the 
Lord for the priest. And ye shall proclaim 
on the selfsame day, that it may be an holy 
convocation unto you: ye shall do no servile 
work therein : it shall be a statute for ever in all 
your dwellings throughout your generations. 


i A sheaf of barley. The wheat harvest came later. In a good season the barley ripens in April. 
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And when ye reap the harvest of your land* 
thou shalt not make dean riddance of the 
comers of thy field when thou reapest, neither 


shalt thou gather any gleaning of thy harvest: 
thou shalt leave them unto the poor, and to 
the stranger: I am the Lord your God, 


AUTUMN FESTIVALS Leviticus 23 , 23-44 

If we join the throng gathered at the Sanctuary for the main Autumn Festival we are 
on our way to another revealing experience . It is the discovery of the joy of a great 
home-coming andfamily reunion, and the feast is Harvest-home. In a night hundreds 
of homes have hem built. Booths or tabernacles they are called, slender tent-like 
dwellings made from the branches of trees to form a temporary homefor those who long 
to be near the House of the Lord . The sojourners of earth are the children of God, 
and they have timed their journey to arrive at the Divine Abode on the Day — the Day 
of Atonemmt — when the door that leads into the secret place of the Most High is 
opened, and the veil that hides His Presence is drawn aside. If the Spirit of Life 
presides at the Spring Festivals, the Spirit of Love, of hearth-home love at harvest 
time , claims the Autumn celebrations. The God of Life is the God of Love too . The 
Creator and Sustainer of the Universe is also the Gracious Father of Mankind. 


The Feast of Trumpets 

AND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In 
the seventh month, in the first day of the 
month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial 
of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation. 
Ye shall do no servile work therein: but ye 
shall offer an offering made by fire unto the 
Lord. 

The Day of Atonement. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Also on the tenth day of this seventh month 
there shall be a day of atonement: it shall be 
an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall 
afilict your souls, and offer an offering made 
by fire unto the Lord. And ye shall do no 
work in that same day : for it is a day of atone- 
ment, to make an atonement for you before 
the Lord your God. For whatsoever soul it 
be that shall not be afflicted in that same day, 
he shall be cut off from among his people. 
And whatsoever soul it be that doeth' any 
work in that same day, the same soul will I 
destroy from among his people. Ye shall do 
no manner of work: it shall be a statute for 
ever throughout your generations in all your 
dwellings. It shall be unto you a sabbath 
of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: 
in the ninth day of the month at even, 
from even unto even, shall ye celebrate 
your sabbath. 


The Feast of Tabernacles 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto the children of Israel, saying. 
The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall 
be the feast of tabernacles for seven days unto 
the Lord. On the first day shall be an holy 
convocation: ye shall do no servile work 
therein. Seven days ye shall offer an offering 
made by fire unto the Lord; on the eighth 
day shall be an holy convocation unto you; 
and ye shall offer an offering made by fire 
unto the Lord: it is a solemn assembly; and 
ye shall do no servile work therein. These 
are the feasts of the Lord, which ye shall 
proclaim to be holy convocations, to offer an 
offering made by fire unto the Lord, a burnt 
offering, and a meat offering, a sacrifice, and 
drink offerings, every thing upon his day: 
beside the sabbaths of the Lord, and beside 
your gifts, and beside all your vows, and 
beside all your freewill offerings, which ye 
give unto the Lord. Also in the fifteenth day 
of the seventh month, when ye have gathered 
in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep a feast 
unto the Lord seven days: on the first day 
shall be a sabbath, and on the eighth day 
shall be a sabbath. And ye shall take you on 
the first day the boughs of goodly trees, 
branches of palm trees, and the boughs of 
thick trees, and willows of the brook; and ye 
shall rejoice before the Lord your God seven 
days. And ye shall keep it a feast unto the 
Lord seven days in the year. It shall be a 
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statute for ever in your generations: ye shall 
celebrate it in the seventh month. Ye shall 
dwell in booths seven days; all that are 
Israelites bom shall dwell in booths: that 
your generations may know that I made the 


LEVITICUS 24 , 23 

children of Israel to dwell in booths, when I 
brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am 
the Lord your God. And Moses declared 
unto the children of Israel the feasts of the 
Lord. 


DAILY ROUND AND COMMON TASK Leviticus 24 , 1-23 

Side by side with the red-letter days stands this word of caution about the easily forgotten 
commonplace duties of everyday . Those connected with the Sanctuary must not be 
neglected , and m the festive seasons or out of them , the name of God must never be 
dishonoured, the rights of man never violated . 


The Holy Lamp 

AND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Command the children of Israel, that they 
bring unto thee pure oil olive beaten for the 
light, to cause the lamps to burn continually. 
Without the vail of the testimony, in the 
tabernacle of the congregation, shall Aaron 
order it from the evening unto the morning 
before the Lord continually: it shall be a 
statute for ever in your generations. He shall 
order the lamps upon the pure candlestick 
before the Lord continually. 

The Holy Table 

And thou shalt take fine hour, and bake 
twelve cakes thereof : two tenth deals shall be 
in one cake. And thou shalt set them in two 
rows, six on a row, upon the pure table 
before the Lord. And thou shalt put pure 
frankincense upon each row, that it may be 
on the bread for a memorial, even an offering 
made by fire unto the Lord. Every sabbath 
he shall set it in order before the Lord con- 
tinually, being taken from the children of 
Israel by an everlasting covenant. And it 
shall be Aaron’s and his sons’; and they shall 
eat it in the holy place: for it is most holy 
unto him of the offerings of the Lord made 
by fire by a perpetual statute. 

The Holy Name 

And the son of an Israelitish woman, 
whose father was an Egyptian, went out 
among the children of Israel: and this son of 
the Israelitish woman and a man of Israel 
strove together in the camp; and the Israel- 
itish woman’s son blasphemed the name of 


the Lord, and cursed. And they brought 
him unto Moses: (and his mother’s name 
was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the 
tribe of Dan :) and they put him in ward, that 
the mind of the Lord might be shewed them. 
And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Bring forth him that hath cursed without the 
camp; and let all that heard him. lay their 
hands upon his head, and let all the congrega- 
tion stone him. And thou shalt speak unto 
the children of Israel, saying. Whosoever 
curseth 1 his God shall bear his sin. And he 
that blasphemeth the name of the Lord, he 
shall surely be put to death, and all the con- 
gregation shall certainly stone him: as well 
the stranger, as he that is bom in the land, 
when he blasphemeth the name of the Lord, 
shall be put to death. 

The Holy Law 

And he that killeth any man shall surely 
be put to death. And he that killeth a beast 
shall make it good; beast for beast. And if 
a man cause a blemish in his neighbour; as 
he hath done, so shall it be done to him; 2 
breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth: as he hath caused a blemish in a man, 
so shall it be done to him again. And he that 
killeth a beast, he shall restore it: and he that 
killeth a man, he shall be put to death. Ye 
shall have one manner of law, as well for the 
stranger, as for one of your own country: for 
I am the Lord your God. 

And Moses spake to the children of Israel, 
that they should bring forth him that had 
cursed out of the camp, and stone him with 
stones. And the children of Israel did as the 
Lord commanded Moses. 


* This explains that the sin was more than the careless use of the Divine Name, though it was an offence 
to use the name of God lightly. 

2 In Christ we have a higher law than this code represents. There is, however, this much to be said for 
the code as it stands: it did not allow an injured person to exercise unlimited vengeance on the offender. 
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THE YEAR OF SABBATH Leviticus 25, 1-7 

The question which arises in a modem reader's mind on this matter is more concerned 
with the worker than the land. What did he do with this year of Sabbath rest ? Since 
it was a Sabbath year, the time so released from toil would, we presume, be devoted to 

Sabbath interests — the study of the Law, &c. 


AND the Lord spake unto Moses in mount 
Sinai* saying* Speak unto the children of 
Israel* and say unto them* When ye come 
into the land which I give you* then shall 
the land keep a sabbath unto the Lord. Six 
years thou shalt sow thy field, and six years 
thou shalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in 
the fruit thereof but in the seventh year shall 
be a sabbath of rest unto the land* a sabbath 
for the Lord : thou shalt neither sow thy field* 


nor prune thy vineyard. That which growet.ii 
of its own accord of thy harvest thou shalt 
not reap* neither gather the grapes of thy vine 
undressed: for it is a year of rest unto the 
land. And the sabbath of the land shall be 
meat for you; for thee* and for thy servant* 
and for thy maid* and for thy hired servant* 
and for thy stranger that sojourneth with thee* 
and for thy cattle* and for the beast that are in 
thy land* shall all the increase thereof be meat. 


THE YEAR OF JUBILEE Leviticus 25, 8-55 

Every fiftieth year an opportunity was to be given to those who had been unfortunate 
to recover their position and their property . The people of God must be in bondage 
to no man 3 and their estates must be free from encumbrances . 


Liberty’s Far Cry 

AND thou shalt number seven sabbaths of 
years unto thee, seven times seven years ; and 
the space of the seven sabbaths of years shall 
be unto thee forty and nine years. Then 
shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubiie to 
sound on the tenth day of the seventh month, 
in the day of atonement shall ye make the 
trumpet sound throughout all your land. 
And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year* and 
proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto 
all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubiie 
unto you* and ye shall return every man 
unto his possession, and ye shall return every 
man unto his family. A jubiie shall that 
fiftieth year be unto you: ye shall not sow* 
neither reap that which groweth of itself in 
it* nor gather the grapes in it of thy vine un- 
dressed. For it is the jubiie; it shall be holy 
unto you : ye shall eat the increase thereof out 
of the field. In the year of this jubiie ye shall 
return every man unto his possession. And 
if thou sell ought unto thy neighbour* or 
buyest ought of thy neighbour’s hand, ye 
shall not oppress one another: according to 
the number of years after the jubiie thou 
shalt buy of thy neighbour* and according 
unto the number of years of the fruits he 
shall sell unto thee: according to the multi- 
tude of years thou shalt increase the price 
thereof, and according to the fewness of 


years thou shalt diminish the price of it: for 
according to the number of the years of the 
fruits doth he sell unto thee. Ye shall not 
therefore oppress one another; but thou shalt 
fear thy God : for I am the Lord your God. 

Wherefore ye shall do my statutes, and 
keep my judgments* and do them; and ye 
shall dwell in the land in safety. And the 
land shall yield her fruit* and ye shall eat 
your fill* and dwell therein in safety. And if 
ye shall say* What shah we eat the seventh 
year? behold* we shall not sow* nor gather in 
our increase: then I will command my bless- 
ing upon you in the sixth year* and it shall 
bring forth fruit for three years. And ye 
shall sow the eighth year* and eat yet of old 
fruit until the ninth year; until her fruits 
come in ye shall eat of the old store. 

Land and Houses 

The land shall not be sold for ever : for the 
land is mine; for ye are strangers and so- 
journers with me. And in all the land of your 
possession ye shall grant a redemption for 
the land. 

If thy brother be waxen poor* and hath 
sold away some of his possession, and if any 
of his kin come to redeem it* then shall he 
redeem that which his brother sold. And if 
the man have none to redeem it* and himself 
be able to redeem it; then let him count the 
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years of the sale thereof, and restore the over- 
plus unto the man to whom he sold it; that 
he may return unto his possession. But if he 
be not able to restore it to him, then that 
which is sold shall remain in the hand of him 
that hath bought it until the year of jubile: 
and in the jubile it shall go out, and he shall 
return unto his possession . 1 And if a man sell 
a dwelling house in a walled city, then he 
may redeem it within a whole year after it is 
sold; within a full year may he redeem it. 
And if it be not redeemed within the space 
of a full year, then the house that is in the 
walled city shall be established for ever to 
Mm that bought it throughout Ms genera- 
tions ; it shall not go out in the jubile. But 
the houses of the villages wMch have no wall 
round about them shall be counted as the 
fields of the country: they may be redeemed, 
and they shall go out in the jubile. Notwith- 
standing the cities of the Levites, and the 
houses of the cities of their possession, may 
the Levites redeem at any time. And if a 
man purchase of the Levites, then the house 
that was sold, and the city of Ms possession, 
shall go out in the year of jubile: for the 
houses of the cities of the Levites are their 
possession among the cMldren of Israel. But 
the field of the suburbs of their cities may not 
be sold; for it is their perpetual possession. 

Loans to the Needy 
And if thy brother be waxen poor, and 
fallen in decay with thee; then thou shalt 
relieve Mm: yea, though he be a stranger, or 
a sojourner; that he may live with thee. 
Take thou no usury of him, or increase: but 
fear thy God; that thy brother may live with 
thee. Thou shalt not give him thy money upon 
usury, nor lend Mm thy victuals for increase. 
I am the Lord your God, wMch brought you 
forth out of the land of Egypt, to give you 
the land of Canaan, and to be your God. 

Time Limits for Servants 
And if thy brother that dwelleth by thee 
be waxen poor, and be sold unto thee; thou 
shalt not compel Mm to serve as a bond- 
servant: but as an Mred servant, and as a 
sojourner, he shall be with thee, and shall 
serve thee unto the year of jubile : and then 
shall he depart from thee, both he and Ms 
cMldren with him, and shall return unto 
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Ms own family, and unto the possession of 
Ms fathers shall he return. For they are my 
servants, wMch I brought forth out of the 
land of Egypt : they shall not be sold as bond- 
men. Thou shalt not rule over Mm with 
rigour; but shalt fear thy God. Both thy 
bondmen, and thy bondmaids, which thou 
shalt have, shall be of the heathen that are 
round about you ; of them shall ye buy bond- 
men and bondmaids. Moreover of the chil- 
dren of the strangers that do sojourn among 
you, of them shall ye buy, and of their families 
that are with you, which they begat in your 
land: and they shall be your possession. And 
ye shall take them as an inheritance for your 
cMldren after you, to inherit them for a pos- 
session; they shall be your bondmen for ever: 
but over your brethren the children of Israel, 
ye shall not rule one over another with rigour. 

Redemption of Slaves 
And if a sojourner or stranger wax rich by 
thee, and thy brother that dwelleth by him 
wax poor, and sell himself unto the stranger 
or sojourner by thee, or to the stock of the 
stranger’s family: after that he is sold he may 
be redeemed again; one of his brethren may 
redeem Mm: either Ms uncle, or his uncle’s 
son, may redeem him, or any that is nigh of 
kin unto Mm of Ms family may redeem him; 
or if he be able, he may redeem himself. And 
he shall reckon with him that bought him 
from the year that he was sold to him unto 
the year of jubile: and the price of his sale 
shall be according unto the number of years, 
according to the time of an hired servant 
shall it be with him. If there be yet many 
years behind, according unto them he shall 
give again the price of his redemption out of 
the money that he was bought for. And if 
there remain but few years unto the year of 
jubile, then he shall count with him, and 
according unto Ms years shall he give him 
again the price of Ms redemption. And as a 
yearly Mred servant shall he be with him: 
and the other shall not rule with rigour over 
Mm in thy sight. And if he be not redeemed 
in these years, then he shall go out in the year 
of jubile, both he, and his cMldren with him. 
For unto me the cMldren of Israel are serv- 
ants; they are my servants whom I brought 
forth out of the land of Egypt: I am the 
Lord your God. 


1 The main idea behind this Jubilee programme is clear, but the details of the scheme present difficulty. 
Apparently, part of the plan was intended to limit the absolute ownership of land, and outside of Israel 
a periodical re-distribution of the land of a community was a recognized custom. 
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WATCHWORDS FOR ALL TIME 

LEVITICUS CHAPTER 26 , 1-46 

Throughout the length and breadth of the land a new era had dawned. Altars were 
aglow with a new flame, trumpets were sounding a new call, banners were bearing a 
new motto — God and Man, Faith and Freedom, Worship and Welfare. Henceforth 
these are to be the watchwords of the people. So they are emblazoned on the Calendar, 
and stamped with the name and seal of the Everlasting God. 


Y E shall make you no idols nor graven 
image, neither rear you up a stand- 
ing image, neither shall ye set up 
any image of stone in your land, to 
bow down unto it: for I am the Lord your 
God. Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reve- 
rence my sanctuary: I am the Lord. 

The Word of Promise 
If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my 
commandments, and do them; then I will 
give you rain in due season, and the land 
shall yield her increase, and the trees of the 
field shall yield their fruit. And your thresh- 
ing shall reach unto the vintage, and the 
vintage shall reach unto the sowing time: 
and ye shall eat your bread to the full, and 
dwell in your land safely. And I will give 
peace in the land, and ye shall lie down, and 
none shall make you afraid: and I will rid 
evil beasts out of the land, neither shall the 
sword go through your land. And ye shall 
chase your enemies, and they shall fall before 
you by the sword. And five of you shall 
chase an hundred, and an hundred of you 
shall put ten thousand to flight: and your 
enemies shall fall before you by the sword. 
For I will have respect unto you, and make 
you fruitful, and multiply you, and establish 
my covenant with you. And ye shall eat old 
store, and bring forth the old because of the 
new. And I will set my tabernacle among 
you: and my soul shall not abhor you. And 
I will walk among you, and will be your 
God, and ye shall be my people. I am the 
Lord your God, which brought you forth 
out of the land of Egypt, that ye should not 
be their bondmen ; and I have broken the 
bands of your yoke, and made you go up- 
right. 

The Word of Warning 

But if ye will not hearken unto me, and 
will not do all these commandments ; and if 


ye shall despise my statutes, or if your soul 
abhor my judgments, so that ye will not do 
all my commandments, but that ye break my 
covenant: I also will do this unto you; I will 
even appoint over you terror, consumption, 
and the burning ague, that shall consume the 
eyes, and cause sorrow of heart: and ye shall 
sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall 
eat it. And I will set my face against you, 
and ye shall be slain before your enemies : 
they that hate you shall reign over you; and 
ye shall flee when none pursueth you. And 
if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto me, 
then I will punish you seven times more for 
your sins. And I will break the pride of 
your power; and I will make your heaven as 
iron, and your earth as brass: and your 
strength shall be spent in vain : for your land 
shall not yield her increase, neither shall the 
trees of the land yield their fruits. 

And if ye walk contrary unto me, and will 
not hearken unto me; I will bring seven 
times more plagues upon you according to 
your sins. I will also send wild beasts among 
you, which shall rob you of your children, 
and destroy your cattle, and make you few 
in number; and your high ways shall be 
desolate. And if ye will not be reformed by 
me by these things, but will walk contrary 
unto me; then will I also walk contrary unto 
you, and will punish you yet seven times for 
your sins. And I will bring a sword upon 
you, that shall avenge the quarrel of my 
covenant: and when ye are gathered together 
within your cities, I will send the pestilence 
among you; and ye shall be delivered into 
the hand of the enemy. And when I have 
broken the staff of your bread, ten women 
shall bake your bread in one oven, and they 
shall deliver you your bread again by weight: 
and ye shall eat, and not be satisfied. And if 
ye will not for all this hearken unto me, but 
walk contrary unto me; then I will walk con- 
trary unto you also in fury; and I, even I, 
will chastise you seven times for your sins. 
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And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons* and 
the flesh of your daughters shall ye eat. And 
I will destroy your high places* and cut down 
your images* and cast your carcases upon the 
carcases of your idols* and my soul shall 
abhor you. And I will make your cities 
waste* and bring your sanctuaries unto deso- 
lation* and I will not smell the savour of 
your sweet odours. And I will bring the 
land into desolation : and your enemies which 
dwell therein shall be astonished at it. And 
I will scatter you among the heathen* and 
will draw out a sword after you: and your 
land shall be desolate* and your cities waste. 
Then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths* as 
long as it lieth desolate* and ye be in your 
enemies 5 land; even then shall the land rest* 
and enjoy her sabbaths. As long as it lieth 
desolate it shall rest; because it did not rest 
in your sabbaths* when ye dwelt upon it. 
And upon them that are left alive of you 1 
will send a faintness into their hearts in the 
lands of their enemies; and the sound of a 
shaken leaf shall chase them; and they shall 
flee* as fleeing from a sword; and they shall 
fall when none pursueth. And they shall fall 
one upon another* as it were before a sword* 
when none pursueth: and ye shall have no 
power to stand before your enemies. And 
ye shall perish among the heathen* and the 
land of your enemies shall eat you up. And 
they that are left of you shall pine away in 
their iniquity in your enemies 5 lands; and 
also in the iniquities of their fathers shall 


LEVITICUS 27* 10 

they pine away with them. If they shall con- 
fess their iniquity* and the iniquity of their 
fathers* with their trespass which they tres- 
passed against me* and that also they have 
walked contrary unto me; and that I also 
have walked contrary unto them* and have 
brought them into the land of their enemies ; 
if then their uncircumcised hearts be hum- 
bled* and they then accept of the punishment 
of their iniquity: then will I remember my 
covenant with Jacob* and also my covenant 
with Isaac* and also my covenant with Abra- 
ham will I remember; and I will remember 
the land. The land also shall be left of them* 
and shall enjoy her sabbaths, while she lieth 
desolate without them: and they shall accept 
of the punishment of their iniquity: because* 
even because they despised my judgments* 
and because their soul abhorred my statutes* 

Love's Last Word 

And yet for all that* when they be in the land 
of their enemies* I will not cast them away* 
neither will I abhor them* to destroy them 
utterly* and to break my covenant with them: 
for I am the Lord their God. But I will for 
their sakes remember the covenant of their 
ancestors* whom I brought forth out of the 
land of Egypt in the sight of the heathen* 
that I might be their God: I am the Lord. 

These are the statutes and judgments and 
laws, which the Lord made between him and 
the children of Israel in mount Sinai by the 
hand of Moses. 


AN APPENDIX Leviticus 27 , 1-34 

Probably added later to give the standard rates of exchange for those who under other 
conditions of life wished to redeem their vows or tithes by a monetary payment. 


Persons and Animals 

AND the Lord spake unto Moses* saying* 
Speak unto the children of Israel* and say 
unto them* When a man shall make a singu- 
lar vow* the persons shall be for the Lord by 
thy estimation. And thy estimation shall be 
of the male from twenty years old even unto 
sixty years old* even thy estimation shall be 
fifty shekels of silver* after the shekel of the 
sanctuary. And if it be a female* then thy esti- 
mation shall be thirtyshekels. And if it be from 
five years old even unto twenty years old, then 
thy estimation shall be of the male twenty 
shekels* and for the female ten shekels. And 
if it be from a month old even unto five years 


old* then thy estimation shall be of the male 
five shekels of silver* and for the female thy 
estimation shall be three shekels of silver. 
And if it be from sixty years old and above; 
if it be a male* then thy estimation shall be 
fifteen shekels* and for the female ten shekels . 
But if he be poorer than thy estimation* then 
he shall present himself before the priest* 
and the priest shall value him; according to 
his ability that vowed shall the priest value 
him. And if it be a beast* whereof men bring 
an offering unto the Lord* all that any man 
giveth of such unto the Lord shall be holy. 
He shall not alter it* nor change it, a good for 
a bad* or a bad for a good: and if he shall at 
all change beast for beast* then it and the 
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exchange thereof shall be holy. And if it be 
any unclean beast, of which they do not offer 
a sacrifice unto the Lord, then he shall pre- 
sent the beast before the priest: and the 
priest shall value it, whether it be good or 
bad: as thou vainest it, who art the priest, so 
shall it be. But if he will at all redeem it, 
then he shall add a fifth part thereof unto thy 
estimation. 

Houses and Land 

And when a man shall sanctify his house 
to be holy unto the Lord, then the priest 
shall estimate it, whether it be good or 
bad: as the priest shall estimate it, so shall it 
stand. And if he that sanctified it will re- 
deem his house, then he shall add the fifth 
part of the money of thy estimation unto it, 
and it shall be his. And if a man shall sanctify 
unto the Lord some part of a field of his 
possession, then thy estimation shall be 
according to the seed thereof: an homer of 
barley seed shall be valued at fifty shekels of 
silver. If he sanctify his field from the year 
of jubile, according to thy estimation it shall 
stand. But if he sanctify his field after the 
jubile, then the priest shall reckon unto him 
the money according to the years that re- 
main, even unto the year of the jubile, and it 
shall be abated from thy estimation. And if 
he that sanctified the field will in any wise 
redeem it, then he shall add the fifth part of 
the money of thy estimation unto it, and it 
shall be assured to him. And if he will not 
redeem the field, or if he have sold the field 
to another man, it shall not be redeemed any 
more. But the field, when it goeth out in the 
jubile, shall be holy unto the Lord, as a field 
devoted ; the possession thereof shall be the 
priest’s. And if a man sanctify unto the 
Lord a field which he hath bought, which is 
not of the fields of his possession; then the 


priest shall reckon unto Mm the worth of thy 
estimation, even unto the year of the jubile: 
and he shall give thine estimation in that day, 
as a holy thing unto the Lord. In the year 
of the jubile the field shall return unto him of 
whom it was bought, even to him to whom 
the possession of the land did belong. And 
all thy estimations shall be according to the 
shekel of the sanctuary: twenty gerahs shall 
be the shekel. 

Tithes 

Only the firstling of the beasts, which 
should be the Lord’s firstling, no man shall 
sanctify it; whether it be ox, or sheep: it is 
the Lord’s. And if it be of an unclean beast, 
then he shall redeem it according to thine 
estimation, and shall add a fifth part of it 
thereto : or if it be not redeemed, then it shall 
be sold according to thy estimation. Not- 
withstanding no devoted thing, that a man 
shall devote unto the Lord of all that he hath, 
both of man and beast, and of the field of his 
possession, shall be sold or redeemed: every 
devoted thing is most holy unto the Lord. 
None devoted, which shall be devoted of 
men, shall be redeemed; but shall surely be 
put to death. And all the tithe of the land, 
whether of the seed of the land, or of the 
fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s : it is holy unto 
the Lord, And if a man will at all redeem 
ought of his tithes, he shall add thereto the 
fifth part thereof. And concerning the tithe 
of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatso- 
ever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall 
be holy unto the Lord. He shall not search 
whether it be good or bad, neither shall he 
change it: and if he change it at all, then both 
it and the change thereof shall be holy ; it shall 
not be redeemed. These are the command- 
ments, which the Lord commanded Moses 
for the children of Israel in mount Sinai. 



N U M 3 E R S 

HOW THE CHARTER OF GOD WAS CARRIED TO 
THE CENTRE OF THE THEN KNOWN WORLD 


The book opens with the Camp under the shadow of Sinai, and in the midst of the Camp 
the most sacred treasure that has ever come into the possession of mankind— a Covenant 
with the Living God . The slaves of Egypt, now God's free men, are massed around it 
like an army enlisted in its service . The signal is given for the mighty host, bearing the 
revelation of God before it, to leave the solitudes of the desert, and go forth to the 
countries of the Canaanites, the Hivites, the Perizzites — to the places where men 
live in ignorance and superstition— and in the name of the true God drive out every- 
thing which is a curse to mankind. 

In those days it was not possible for people to distinguish, as we do, between abolishing 
evil and destroying evil-doers . To them, the only way of getting rid of evil was to 
destroy those who were contaminated with it. It took them centuries to learn, what is 
a clear fact to us, that God in declaring war against evil was seeking to save humanity, 
though they had always understood that God was against evil, and to remove it from 
the earth was part of their mission . 

What a great and noble calling! It was worthy of a race of princes, but Israel, 
like so many generations after them, could not rise to it. They wanted a good time, not 
a good cause ; to taste the sweets, not tackle the problems of life . But what God 
wanted was a race of courageous men and women who, in His name and with His 
spirit, would take possession of the earth. To-day the world waits for a generation 
which will fulfil His will. 


THE ROLL-CALL 


Numbers 1, i — 4, 49 


1ND the Lord spake unto Moses in the 
f\ wilderness of Sinai, in the taber- 
Jil nacle of the congregation, on the 
JL Jl first day of the second month, in 
the second year after they were come out of 
the land of Egypt, saying. Take ye the sum 
of all the congregation of the children of 
Israel, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, with the number of their names, 
every male by their polls; from twenty years 
old and upward, all that are able to go forth to 
war in Israel: thou and Aaron shall number 
them by their armies. And with you there 
shall be a man of every tribe ; every one head 
of the house of his fathers. And these are the 
names of the men that shall stand with you: 
of the tribe of Reuben; Elizur the son of 
Shedeur. Of Simeon; Shelumiel the son of 
Zurishaddai. Of Judah; Nahshon the son 


of Amminadab. Of Issachar; Nethaneel the 
son of Zuar. Of Zebulun; Eliab the son 
of Helon. Of the children of Joseph: of 
Ephraim; Elishama the son of Ammihud; 
of Manasseh; Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur. 
Of Benjamin; Abidan the son of Gideoni. 
Of Dan; Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai Of 
Asher; Pagiel the son of Ocran. Of Gad; 
Eliasaph the son of Deuel. Of Naphtali; 
Ahira the son of Enan. These were the re- 
nowned of the congregation, princes of the 
tribes of their fathers, heads of thousands in 
Israel. And Moses and Aaron took these 
men which are expressed by their names: 
and they assembled all the congregation to- 
gether on the first day of the second month, 
and they declared their pedigrees after their 
families, by the house of their fathers, ac- 
cording to the number of the names, from 


Every man stood by his ozrn standard in the camp of Israel 


twenty years old and upward, by their polls. 
As the Lord commanded Moses, so he num- 
bered them in the wilderness of Sinai. 

Different Tribes 

And the children of Reuben, Israel’s eldest 
son, by their generations, after their families, 
by the house of their fathers, according to the 
number of the names, by their polls, every 
male from twenty years old and upward, all 
that were able to go forth to war; those that 
were numbered of them, even of the tribe of 
Reuben, were forty and six thousand and five 
hundred. 

Of the children of Simeon, by their genera- 
tions, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, those that were numbered of 
them, according to the number of the names, 
by their polls, every male from twenty years 
old and upward, all that were able to go forth 
to war; those that were numbered of them, 
even of the tribe of Simeon, were fifty and 
nine thousand and three hundred. 

Of the children of Gad, by their genera- 
tions, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, according to the number of the 
names, from twenty years old and upward, 
all that were able to go forth to war; those 
that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Gad, were forty and five thousand 
six hundred and fifty. 

Of the children of Judah, by their genera- 
tions, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, according to the number of the 
names, from twenty years old and upward, 
all that were able to go forth to war; those 
that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Judah, were threescore and fourteen 
thousand and six hundred. 

Of the children of Issachar, by their genera- 
tions, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, according to the number of the 
names, from twenty years old and upward, 
all that were able to go forth to war; those 


that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Issachar, were fifty and four thou- 
sand and four hundred. 

Of the children of Zebulim, by their genera- 
tions, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, according to the number of 
the names, from twenty years old and up- 
ward, all that were able to go forth to war; 
those that were numbered of them, even of 
the tribe of Zebulun, were fifty and seven 
thousand and four hundred. 

Of the children of Joseph, namely, of the 
children of Ephraim, by their generations, 
after their families, by the house of their 
fathers, according to the number of the 
names, from twenty years old and upward, 
all that were able to go forth to war; those 
that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Ephraim, were forty thousand and 
five hundred. 

Of the children of Manasseh, by their 
generations, after their families, by the house 
of their fathers, according to the number of 
the names, from twenty years old and up- 
ward, all that were able to go forth to war; 
those that were numbered of them, even of 
the tribe of Manasseh, were thirty and two 
thousand and two hundred. 

Of the children of Benjamin, by their 
generations, after their families, by the house 
of their fathers, according to the number of 
the names, from twenty years old and up- 
ward, all that were able to go forth to war; 
those that were numbered of them, even of 
the tribe of Benjamin, were thirty and five 
thousand and four hundred. 

Of the children of Dan, by their genera- 
tions, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, according to the number of the 
names, from twenty years old and upward, 
all that were able to go forth to war; those 
that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Dan, were threescore and two thou- 
sand and seven hundred. 



And under the flags of the world stands Humanity to-day 


Of the children of Asher, by their genera- 
tions, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, according to the number of the 
names, from twenty years old and upward, 
all that were' able to go forth to war; those 
that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Asher, were forty and one thousand 
and five hundred. 

Of the children of Naphtali, throughout 
their generations, after their families, by the 
house of their fathers, according to the num- 
ber of the names, from twenty years old and 
upward, all that were able to go forth to war; 
those that were numbered of them, even of 
the tribe of Naphtali, were fifty and three 
thousand and four hundred. 

These are those that were numbered, which 
Moses and Aaron numbered, and the princes 
of Israel, being twelve men : each one was for 
the house of his fathers. So were all those 
that were numbered of the children of Israel, 
by the house of their fathers, from twenty 
years old and upward, all that were able to go 
forth to war in Israel; even all they that were 
numbered were six hundred thousand and 
three thousand and five hundred and fifty. 

A Special Appointment 

But the Levites after the tribe of their 
fathers were not numbered among them. For 
the Lord had spoken unto Moses, saying. 
Only thou shalt not number the tribe of Levi, 
neither take the sum of them among the chil- 
dren of Israel; but thou shalt appoint the 
Levites over the tabernacle of testimony, and 
over all the vessels thereof, and over all things 
that belong to it: they shall bear the taber- 
nacle, and all the vessels thereof; and they 
shall minister unto it, and shall encamp round 
about the tabernacle. And when the taber- 
nacle setteth forward, the Levites shall take 
it down; and when the tabernacle is to be 
pitched, the Levites shall set it up : and the 
stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to 


death. And the children of Israel shall pitch 
their tents, every man by his own camp, and 
every man by his own standard, throughout 
their hosts . But the Levites shall pitch round 
about the tabernacle of testimony, that there 
be no wrath upon the congregation of the 
children of Israel : and the Levites shall keep 
the charge of the tabernacle of testimony. And 
the children of Israel did according to all that 
the Lord commanded Moses, so did they. 

The Standards of the Camp 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto 
Aaron, saying. Every man of the children of 
Israel shall pitch by his own standard, with 
the ensign of their father’s house: far off 
about the tabernacle of the congregation shall 
they pitch. And on the east side toward the 
rising of the sun shall they of the standard of 
the camp of Judah pitch throughout their 
armies : and Nahshon the son of Amminadab 
shall be captain of the children of Judah. 
And his host, and those that were numbered 
of them, were threescore and fourteen thou- 
sand and six hundred. And those that do 
pitch next unto him shall be the tribe of Issa- 
char : and Nethaneel the son of Zuar shall be 
captain of the children of Issachar. And his 
host, and those that were numbered thereof, 
were fifty and four thousand and four hun- 
dred. Then the tribe of Zebulun : and Eliab 
the son of Helen shall be captain of the chil- 
dren of Zebulun. And his host, and those 
that were numbered thereof, were fifty and 
seven thousand and four hundred. All that 
were numbered in the camp of Judah were an 
hundred thousand and fourscore thousand 
and six thousand and four hundred, through- 
out their armies. These shall first set forth. 

On the south side shall be the standard of 
the camp ofReuben according to their armies : 
and the captain of the children of Reuben 
shall be Elizur the son of Shedeur. And his 
host, and those that were numbered thereof. 
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were forty and six thousand and five hun- 
dred, And those which pitch by him shall be 
the tribe of Simeon: and the captain of the 
children of Simeon shall be Shelmniel the 
son of ZurishaddaL And his host* and those 
that were numbered of them*, were fifty and 
nine thousand and three hundred. Then the 
tribe of Gad: and the captain of the sons of 
Gad shall be Eliasaph the son of Reuel. And 
his host* and those that were numbered of 
them, were forty and five thousand and six 
hundred and fifty. All that were numbered 
in the camp of Reuben were an hundred 
thousand and fifty and one thousand and four 
hundred and fifty, throughout their armies. 
And they shall set forth in the second rank. 

Then the tabernacle of the congregation 
shall set forward with the camp of the Levites 
in the midst of the camp : as they encamp, so 
shall they set forward, every man in his place 
By their standards. 

On the west side shall be the standard of the 
camp of Ephraim according to their armies : 
and the captain of the sons of Ephraim shall 
be Elishama the son of Ammihud. And his 
host, and those that were numbered of them, 
were forty thousand and five hundred. And 
by him shall be the tribe of Manasseh : and the 
captain of the children of Manasseh shall be 
Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur. And his host, 
and those that were numbered of them, were 
thirty and two thousand and two hundred. 
Then the tribe of Benjamin : and the captain 
of the sons of Benjamin shall be Abidan the 
son of Gideoni. And his host, and those that 
were numbered of them, were thirty and 
five thousand and four hundred. All that 
were numbered of the camp of Ephraim were 
an hundred thousand and eight thousand 
and an hundred, throughout their armies. 
And they shall go forward in the third rank. 

The standard of the camp of Dan shall be 
on the north side by their armies : and the 
captain of the children of Dan shall be Ahie- 
zer the son of Ammishaddai. And his host, 
and those that were numbered of them, were 
threescore and two thousand and seven hun- 
dred. And those that encamp by him shall 
be the tribe of Asher: and the captain of the 
children of Asher shall be Pagiel the son of 
Ocran. And his host, and those that were 
numbered of them, were forty and one thou- 
sand and five hundred. Then the tribe of 
Naphtali: and the captain of the children of 
Naphtali shall be Ahira the son of Enan. 
And his host, and those that were numbered 


of them, were fifty and three thousand and 
four hundred. All they that were numbered 
in the camp of Dan were an hundred thou- 
sand and fifty and seven thousand and six 
hundred. They shall go hindmost with their 
standards. 

These are those which were numbered of 
the children of Israel by the house of their 
fathers : all those that were numbered of the 
camps throughout their hosts were six hun- 
dred thousand and three thousand and five 
hundred and fifty. But the Levites were not 
numbered among the children of Israel; as 
the Lord commanded Moses. And the chil- 
dren of Israel did according to all that the 
Lord commanded Moses: so they pitched 
by their standards, and so they set forward, 
every one after their families, according to 
the house of their fathers. 

Special Officers 

These also are the generations of Aaron 
and Moses in the day that the Lord spake 
with Moses in mount Sinai, And these are 
the names of the sons of Aaron; Nadab the 
firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 
These are the names of the sons of Aaron, 
the priests which were anointed, whom he 
consecrated to minister in the priest’s office. 
And Nadab and Abihu died before the Lord, 
when they offered strange fire before the 
Lord, in the wilderness of Sinai, and they 
had no children: and Eleazar and Ithamar 
ministered in the priest’s office in the sight 
of Aaron their father. 

The Guard of Honour 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present 
them before Aaron the priest, that they may 
minister unto him. And they shall keep his 
charge, and the charge of the whole congre- 
gation before the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, to do the service of the tabernacle. And 
they shall keep all the instruments of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and the charge 
of the children of Israel, to do the service of 
the tabernacle. And thou shaft give the Le- 
vites unto Aaron and to his sons: they are 
wholly given unto him out of the children of 
Israel. And thou shaft appoint Aaron and 
bis sons, and they shall wait on their priest’s 
office: and the stranger that cometh nigh 
shall be put to death. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
And I, behold, I have taken the Levites from 





among the children of Israel instead of all 
the firstborn that openeth the matrix among 
the children of Israel: therefore the Levites 
shall be mine; because all the firstborn are 
mine; for on the day that I smote all the first- 
born in the land of Egypt I hallowed unto 
me all the firstborn in Israel* both man and 
beast: mine shall they be: I am the Lord. 

Distinguished Families 

And the Lord spake unto Moses in the 
wilderness of Sinai* saying* Number the chil- 
dren of Levi after the house of their fathers* 
by their families : every male from a month 
old and upward shalt thou number them. 
And Moses numbered them according to the 
word of the Lord* as he was commanded. 
And these were the sons of Levi by their 
names; Gershon* and Kohath* and Merari. 
And these are the names of the sons of Ger- 
shon by their families; Libni* and Shimei. 
And the sons of Kohath by their families; 
Airtxam* and Izehar* Hebron* and Uzziel. 
And the sons of Merari by their families; 
Mahli* and Mushi. These are the families of 
the Levites according to the house of their 
fathers. 

Of Gershon was the family of the Libnites* 
and the family of the Shimites : these are the 
families of the Gershonites. Those that were 
numbered of them* according to the number 
of all the males* from a month old and up- 
ward* even those that were numbered of 
them were seven thousand and five hundred. 
The families of the Gershonites shall pitch 
behind the tabernacle westward. And the 
chief of the house of the father of the Ger- 
shonites shall be Eiiasaph the son of Lael. 
And the charge of the sons of Gershon in 
the tabernacle of the congregation shall be 
the tabernacle* and the tent* the covering 
thereof* and the hanging for the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation* and the hang- 
ings of the court* and the curtain for the door 
of the court* which is by the tabernacle* and 
by the altar round about* and the cords of 
It for all the service thereof. 

And of Kohath was the family of the Am- 
ramites* and the family of the Izeharites* and 
the family of the Hebronites* and the family 
of the Uzzielites : these are the families of the 
Kohathites. In the number of all the males* 
from a month old and upward* were eight 
thousand and six hundred* keeping the charge 
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of the sanctuary. The families of the sons of 
Kohath shall pitch on the side of the taber- 
nacle southward. And the chief of the house 
of the father of the families of the Kohathites 
shall be Elizaphan the son of Uzziel. And 
their charge shall be the ark* and the table* 
and the candlestick* and the altars* and the 
vessels of the sanctuary wherewith they 
minister* and the hanging* and all the service 
thereof. And Eleazar the son of Aaron the 
priest shall be chief over the chief of the Le- 
vites* and have the oversight of them that 
keep the charge of the sanctuary. 

Of Merari was the family of the Mahlites* 
and the family of the Mushites : these are the 
families of Merari. And those that were num- 
bered of them* according to the number of 
all the males* from a month old and upward* 
were six thousand and two hundred. And 
the chief of the house of the father of the 
families of Merari was Zuriel the son of Abi- 
hail : these shall pitch on the side of the taber- 
nacle northward . And under thecustody and 
charge of the sons of Merari shall be the 
boards of the tabernacle* and the bars thereof* 
and the pillars thereof* and the sockets there- 
of* and all the vessels thereof* and all that 
serveth thereto* and the pillars of the court 
round about* and their sockets* and their 
pins* and their cords. 

But those that encamp before the taber- 
nacle toward the east* even before the taber- 
nacle of the congregation eastward* shall be 
Moses* and Aaron and his sons* keeping the 
charge of the sanctuary for the charge of the 
children of Israel; and the stranger that 
cometh nigh shall be put to death. All that 
were numbered of the Levites* which Moses 
and Aaron numbered at the commandment 
of the Lord* throughout their families* all 
the males from a month old and upward* 
were twenty and two thousand. 

Firstborn Sons 

And the Lord said unto Moses* Number 
all the firstborn of the males of the children 
of Israel from a month old and upward* and 
take the number of their names. And thou 
shalt take the Levites for me (I am the Lord) 
instead of all the firstborn among the chil- 
dren of Israel; 1 and the cattle of the Levites 
instead of all the firstlings among the cattle 
of the children of Israel. And Moses num- 
bered* as the Lord commanded him, all the 


1 T he claim is based upon the sparing of the firstborn among the Hebrews at the Bxodus. Special qualities 
were supposed to belong to the firstborn. 
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firstborn among the children of Israel, And 
all the firstborn males by the number of 
names* from a month old and upward* of 
those that were numbered of them* were 
twenty and two thousand two hundred and 
threescore and thirteen. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses* saying* 
Take the Levites instead of all the firstborn 
among the children of Israel* and the cattle 
of the Levites instead of their cattle; and the 
Levites, shall be mine: I am the Lord. And 
for those that are to be redeemed of the two 
hundred and threescore and thirteen of the 
firstborn of the children of Israel* which are 
more than the Levites ; thou shalt even take 
five shekels 1 apiece by the poll* after the 
shekel of the sanctuary shalt thou take them : 
(the shekel is twenty gerahs :) and thou shalt 
give the money* wherewith the odd number 
of them is to be redeemed* unto Aaron and 
to his sons. And Moses took the redemption 
money of them that were over and above 
them that were redeemed by the Levites : of 
the firstborn of the children of Israel took he 
the money; a thousand three hundred and 
threescore and five shekels* after the shekel 
of the sanctuary : and Moses gave the money 
of them that were redeemed unto Aaron and 
to his sons* according to the word of the 
Lord* as the Lord commanded Moses. 

Service Orders 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto 
Aaron* saying* Take the sum of the sons of 
Kohath from among the sons of Levi* after 
their families* by the house of their fathers* 
from thirty years old and upward even until 
fifty years old* all that enter into the host* to 
do the work in the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation. This shall be the service of the sons 
of Kohath 2 in the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion* about the most holy things : and when 
the camp setteth forward* Aaron shall come* 
and his sons* and they shall take down the 
covering vail* and cover the ark of testimony 
with it: and shall put thereon the covering of 
badgers’ skins* and shall spread over it a 
cloth wholly of blue * 3 and shall put in the 
staves thereof. And upon the table of shew- 


bread they shall spread a cloth of blue* and 
put thereon the dishes* and the spoons* 
and the bowls* and covers to cover withal: 
and the continual bread shall be thereon: and 
they shall spread upon them a cloth of scar- 
let* and cover the same with a covering of 
badgers’ skins* and shall put in the staves 
thereof. And they shall take a cloth of blue* 
and cover the candlestick of the light* and his 
lamps* and his tongs* and his snuffdishes* 
and all the oil vessels thereof, wherewith they 
minister unto it: and they shall put it and 
all the vessels thereof within a covering of 
badgers’ skins, and shall put it upon a bar. 
And upon the golden altar they shall spread 
a cloth of blue* and cover it with a covering 
of badgers’ skins, and shall put to the staves 
thereof : and they shall take all the instru- 
ments of ministry* wherewith they minister 
in the sanctuary* and put them in a cloth of 
blue* and cover them with a covering of 
badgers’ skins* and shall put them on a bar: 
and they shall take away the ashes from the 
altar, and spread a purple cloth thereon : and 
they shall put upon it all the vessels thereof* 
wherewith they minister about it* even the 
censers, the fieshhooks* and the shovels* and 
the basons, all the vessels of the altar; and 
they shall spread upon it a covering of 
badgers’ skins* and put to the staves of it. 
And when Aaron and his sons have made an 
end of covering the sanctuary, and all the 
vessels of the sanctuary* as the camp is to set 
forward; after that* the sons of Kohath shall 
come to bear it : but they shall not touch any 
holy thing* lest they die. These things are 
the burden of the sons of Kohath in the 
tabernacle of the congregation. And to the 
office of Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest 
pertaineth the oil for the light, and the sweet 
incense, and the daily meat offering* and 
the anointing oil* and the oversight of all the 
tabernacle* and of all that therein is* in the 
sanctuary* and in the vessels thereof. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto 
Aaron* saying, Cut ye not off the tribe of the 
families of the Kohathites from among the 
Levites: but thus do unto them* that they 
may live* and not die* when they approach 


1 About 13s. 9 d. As the number of firstborn exceeded the number of Levites by 273* redemption money 
had to be paid for these at this rate per head. 

2 The Kohathites were kinsmen of Aaron. It was their duty to carry the Ark on their shoulders. The 
framework and hangings of the Tabernacle were loaded into covered wagons, and placed under the care of 
the Gershonites and Merarites. But the whole of the packing of the contents of the Tabernacle was the 
responsibility of the priests. 

3 As an emblem of the heavens. Only the Ark was covered with a cloth wholly of blue* possibly to pro- 
claim and protect its sanctity. With this covering it would be instantly recognized. 
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unto the most holy things: Aaron and his 
sons shall go in, and appoint them every one 
to his service and to his burden: but they 
shall not go in to see when the holy things 
are covered, lest they die. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Take also the sum of the sons of Gershon, 
throughout the houses of their fathers, by 
their families; from thirty years old and up- 
ward until fifty years old shall thou number 
them ; all that enter in to perform the service, 
to do the work in the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation. This is the service of the families 
of the Gershonites, to serve, and for burdens : 
and they shall bear the curtains of the taber- 
nacle, and the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, his covering, and the covering of the 
badgers 9 skins that is above upon it, and the 
hanging for the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, and the hangings of the court, 
and the hanging for the door of the gate of 
the court, which is by the tabernacle and by 
the altar round about, and their cords, and 
all the instruments of their service, and all 
that is made for them: so shall they serve. 
At the appointment of Aaron and bis sons 
shall be all the service of the sons of the 
Gershonites, in all their burdens, and in all 
their service : and ye shall appoint unto them 
in charge all their burdens. This is the ser- 
vice of the families of the sons of Gershon in 
the tabernacle of the congregation : and their 
charge shall be under the hand of Ithamar 
the son of Aaron the priest. 

As for the sons of Merari, thou shall num- 
ber them after their families, by the house 
of their fathers; from thirty years old and 
upward even unto fifty years old shall thou 
number them, every one that entereth into 
the service, to do the work of the tabernacle 
of the congregation. And this is the charge 
of their burden, according to all their service 
in the tabernacle of the congregation; the 
boards of the tabernacle, and the bars thereof, 
and the pillars thereof, and sockets thereof, 
and the pillars of the court round about, and 
their sockets, and their pins, and their cords, 
with all their instruments, and with all their 
service: and by name ye shall reckon the 
instruments of the charge of their burden. 
This is the service of the families of the sons 
of Merari, according to all their service, in 
the tabernacle of the congregation, under the 
hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest. 

And Moses and Aaron and the chief of 
the congregation numbered the sons of the 
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Kohathites after their families, and after the 
house of their fathers, from thirty years old 
and upward even unto fifty years old, every 
one that entereth into the service, for the 
work in the tabernacle of the congregation: 
and those that were numbered of them by 
their families were two thousand seven hun- 
dred and fifty. These were they that were 
numbered of the families of the Kohathites, 
all that might do service in the tabernacle of 
the congregation, which Moses and Aaron 
did number according to the commandment 
of the Lord by the hand of Moses. And 
those that were numbered of the sons of 
Gershon, throughout their families, and by 
the house of their fathers, from thirty years 
old and upward even unto fifty years old, 
every one that entereth into the service, for 
the work in the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, even those that were numbered of them, 
throughout their families, by the house of 
their fathers, were two thousand and six hun- 
dred and thirty. These are they that were 
numbered of the families of the sons of Ger- 
shon, of all that might do service in the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, whom Moses and 
Aaron did number according to the com- 
mandment of the Lord. 

And those that were numbered of the 
families of the sons of Merari, throughout 
their families, by the house of their fathers, 
from thirty years old and upward even unto 
fifty years old, every one that entereth into 
the service, for the work in the tabernacle of 
the congregation, even those that were num- 
bered of them after their families, were three 
thousand and two hundred. These be those 
that were numbered of the families of the 
sons of Merari, whom Moses and Aaron 
numbered according to the word of the Lord 
by the hand of Moses. 

All those that were numbered of the Le- 
vites, whom Moses and Aaron and the chief 
of Israel numbered, after their families, and 
after the house of their fathers, from thirty 
years old and upward even unto fifty years 
old, every one that came to do the service of 
the ministry, and the service of the burden in 
the tabernacle of the congregation, even those 
that were numbered of them, were eight 
thousand and five hundred and fourscore. 
According to the commandment of the Lord 
they were numbered by the hand of Moses, 
everyone according to his service, and accord- 
ing to his burden : thus were they numbered 
of him, as the Lord commanded Moses. 
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PRESERVING THE HONOUR OF THE CAMP 


NUMBERS CHAPTERS 5 * i-6, 27 

Certain specific cases are mentioned to indicate the high standard of life required in 
the people of God. The health of the community is of primary importance, but it must 
be health of soul as well as body. The unity of the people must also be preserved; 
hence the trial by ordeal to remove suspicions, and the law* to regulate efithu$iu$f?$$m 


Diseased People 

AND the Lord spake unto Moses* saying* 
Command the children of Israel* that they 
put out of the camp every leper* and every 
one that hath an issue* and whosoever is de- 
filed by the dead: both male and female shall 
ye put out* without the camp shall ye put 
them; that they defile not their camps, in the 
midst whereof I dwell. And the children of 
Israel did so* and put them out without the 
camp : as the Lord spake unto Moses* so did 
the children of Israel. 

Guilty People 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto the children of Israel, When a 
man or woman shall commit any sin that 
men commit* to do a trespass against the 
Lord* and that person be guilty; then they 
shall confess their sin which they have done : 
and he shall recompense his trespass with 
the principal thereof* and add unto it the 
fifth part thereof* and give it unto him against 
whom he hath trespassed. But if the man 
have no kinsman to recompense the trespass 
unto* let the trespass be recompensed unto 
the Lord* even to the priest; beside the ram 
of the atonement* whereby an atonement 
shall be made for him. And every offering 
of all the holy things of the children of Israel* 
which they bring unto the priest, shall be his. 
And every man’s hallowed things shall be 
his: whatsoever any man giveth the priest* it 
shall be his. 

Those under Suspicion 

And the Lord spake unto Moses* saying* 
Speak unto the children of Israel* and say 
unto them* If any man’s wife go aside* and 
commit a trespass against him* and a man 
lie with her carnally* and it be hid from the 
eyes of her husband* and be kept close* and 
she be defiled* and there be no witness against 


her* neither she be taken with the manner; 
and the spirit of jealousy come upon him* 
and he be jealous of his wife* and she be de- 
filed: or if the spirit of jealousy come upon 
him* and he be jealous of his wife, and she 
be not defiled : then shall the man bring his 
wife unto the priest* and he shall bring her 
offering for her* the tenth part of an ephah 
of barley meal; he shall pour no oil upon it* 
nor put frankincense thereon; for it is an 
offering of jealousy, an offering of memorial* 
bringing iniquity to remembrance. 

And the priest shall bring her near* and 
set her before the Lord : and the priest shall 
take holy water in an earthen vessel; and of 
the dust that is in the floor of the tabernacle 
the priest shall take* and put it into the water : 
and the priest shall set the woman before the 
Lord* and uncover the woman’s head* and 
put the offering of memorial in her hands* 
which is the jealousy offering : and the priest 
shall have in his hand the bitter water that 
causeth the curse: and the priest shall charge 
her by an oath* and say unto the woman* If 
no man have lain with thee* and if thou hast 
not gone aside to tmcleanness with another 
instead of thy husband* be thou free from 
this bitter water that causeth the curse : but 
if thou hast gone aside to another instead of 
thy husband, and if thou be defiled* and 
some man have lain with thee beside thine 
husband; then the priest shall charge the 
woman with an oath of cursing* and the 
priest shall say unto the woman* The Lord 
make thee a curse and an oath among thy 
people* when the Lord doth make thy thigh 
to rot* and thy belly to swell; and this water 
that causeth the curse shall go into thy 
bowels* to make thy belly to swell* and thy 
thigh to rot : And the woman shall say* Amen, 
amen. 

And the priest shall write these curses in 
a book* and he shall blot them out with the 
bitter water: and he shall cause the woman 
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to drink the bitter water that canseth the 
curse: and the water that canseth the curse 
shall enter into her* and become bitter. Then 
the priest shall take the jealousy offering out 
of the woman’s hand* and shall wave the 
offering before the Lord, and offer it upon 
the altar: and the priest shall take an handful 
of the offering, even the memorial thereof, 
and burn it upon the altar, and afterward 
shall cause the woman to drink the water. 
And When he hath made her to drink the 
water, then it shall come to pass, that, if she 
be defiled, and have done trespass against her 
husband, that the water that causeth the 
curse shall enter into her, and become bitter, 
and her belly shall swell, and her thigh shall 
rot: and the woman shall be a curse among 
her people. And if the woman be not de- 
filed, but be clean; then she shall be free, 
and shall conceive seed. 

This is the law of jealousies, when a wife 
goeth aside to another instead of her hus- 
band, and is defiled; or when the spirit of 
jealousy cometh upon him, and he be jealous 
over his wife, and shall set the woman before 
the Lord, and the priest shall execute upon 
her aU this law. Then shall the man be 
guiltless from iniquity, and this woman shall 
bear her iniquity. 

Extremists 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Speak unto the children of Israel, and say 
unto them, When either man or woman shall 
separate themselves to vow a vow of a Naza- 
rite, 1 to separate themselves unto the Lord : 
he shall separate himself from wine and 
strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar of 
wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither shall 
he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist 
grapes, or dried. All the days of his separa- 
tion shall he eat nothing that is made of the 
vine tree, from the kernels even to the husk. 

All the days of the vow of his separation 
there shall no rasor come upon his head: 
until the days be fulfilled, in the which he 
separateth himself unto the Lord, he shall 
be holy, and shall let the locks of the hair of 
his head grow. 

All the days that he separateth himself 
unto the Lord he shall come at no dead 
body. He shall not make himself unclean for 
his father, or for his mother, for his brother. 
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or for Ms sister, when they die : because the 
consecration of his God is upon his head. 
All the days of Ms separation he is holy unto 
the Lord. 

And if any man die very suddenly by him, 
and he hath defiled the head of his consecra- 
tion; then he shall shave his head in the day 
of his cleansing, on the seventh day shall he 
shave it. And on the eighth day he shall 
bring two turtles, or two young pigeons, to 
the priest, to the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation : and the priest shall offer the 
one for a sin offering, and the other for a 
burnt offering, and make an atonement for 
him, for that he sinned by the dead, and shall 
hallow Ms head that same day. And he shall 
consecrate unto the Lord the days of his 
separation, and shall bring a lamb of the first 
year for a trespass offering : but the days that 
were before shall be lost, because his separa- 
tion was defiled. 

And this is the law of the Nazarite, when 
the days of Ms separation are fulfilled: he 
shall be brought unto the door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation : and he shall offer 
Ms offering unto the Lord, one he lamb of 
the first year without blemish for a burnt 
offering, and one ewe lamb of the first year 
without blemish for a sin offering, and one 
ram without blemish for peace offerings, and 
a basket of unleavened bread, cakes of fine 
flour mingled with oil, and wafers of un- 
leavened bread anointed with oil, and their 
meat offering, and their drink offerings. And 
the priest shall bring them before the Lord, 
and shall offer his sin offering, and his burnt 
offering: and he shall offer the ram for a 
sacrifice of peace offerings unto the Lord, 
with the basket of unleavened bread: the 
priest shall offer also Ms meat offering, and 
Ms drink offering. And the Nazarite shall 
shave the head of his separation at the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation, and 
shall take the hair of the head of his separa- 
tion, and put it in the fire wMch is under 
the sacrifice of the peace offerings. And the 
priest shall take the sodden shoulder of 
the ram, and one unleavened cake out of the 
basket, and one unleavened wafer, and shall 
put them upon the hands of the Nazarite, 
after the hair of his separation is shaven : and 
the priest shall wave them for a wave offering 
before the Lord: this is holy for the priest, 


1 There was nothing wrong in a Nazarite*s vow, providing it was properly honoured as a dedication of one’s 
self to God, but it is easy to imagine religious enthusiasms becoming fanatical excesses unless they are wisely 
regulated. 
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with the wave breast and heave shoulder: 
and after that the Nazarite may drink wine. 
This is the law of the Nazarite who hath 
vowed, and of his offering unto the Lord for 
his separation, beside that that his hand shall 
get: according to the vow which he vowed, 
so he must do after the law of his separation* 

The Benediction 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 


Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying. 
On this wise ye shall bless the children of 
Israel, saying unto them. 

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee : 

The Lord make his face shine upon thee, 
and be gracious unto thee : 

The Lord lift up his countenance upon 
thee, and give thee peace. 

And they shall put my name upon the 
children of Israel; and I will bless them. 


PROTECTING TREASURES OF SANCTUARY 


NUMBERS CHAPTERS 7, x— 9, 14 

Princes provide the transport, and priests the protective cordon for the conveyance 
of the Tabernacle. On the eve of the march , after the altar has been dedicated with 
gifts, the temple lamps are lighted and the Tent glows like a lantern of light. 


AND it came to pass on the day that Moses 
had fully set up the tabernacle, and had 
anointed it, and sanctified it, and all the 
instruments thereof, both the altar and all 
the vessels thereof, and had anointed them, 
and sanctified them; that the princes of Is- 
rael, heads of the house of their fathers, who 
were the princes of the tribes, and were over 
them that were numbered, offered: and they 
brought their offering before the Lord, six 
covered wagons, and twelve oxen; a wagon 
for two of the princes, and for each one an 
ox: and they brought them before the taber- 
nacle. And the Lord spake unto Moses, 
saying, Take it of them, that they may be to 
do the service of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation; and thou shalt give them unto the 
Levites, to every man according to his ser- 
vice. And Moses took the wagons and the 
oxen, and gave them unto the Levites. Two 
wagons and four oxen he gave unto the sons 
of Gershon, according to their service : and 
four wagons and eight oxen he gave unto the 
sons of Merari, according unto their service, 
under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron 


the priest. But unto the sons of Kohath he 
gave none : because the service of the sanc- 
tuary belonging unto them was that they 
should bear upon their shoulders. And the 
princes offered for dedicating of the altar in 
the day that it was anointed, even the princes 
offered their offering before the altar. And 
the Lord said unto Moses, They shall offer 
their offering, each prince on his day, for the 
dedicating of the altar. 

And he that offered his offering the first 
day was Nahshon the son of Amminadab, of 
the tribe of Judah: and his offering was one 
silver charger, the weight thereof was an hun- 
dred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of 
seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanc- 
tuary; both of them were full of fine flour 
mingled with oil for a meat offering: one 
spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense: 
one young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the 
first year, for a burnt offering : one kid of the 
goats for a sin offering : and for a sacrifice of 
peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he 
goats, five lambs of the first year : this was the 
offering of Nahshon the son of Amminadab. 



On the second day Nethaneel the son of 
Zuar, prince of Issachar, did offer : he offered 
for his offering one silver charger, the weight 
whereof was an hundred and thirty shekels, 
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the 
shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of 
fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offer- 
ing: one spoon of gold of ten shekels, full of 
incense: one young bullock,, one ram, one 
lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering : 
one kid of the goats for a sin offering: and 
for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, 
five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the first 
year: this was the offering of Nethaneel the 
son of Zuar. 

On the third day Eliab the son of Helon, 
prince of the children of Zebulun, did offer : 
his offering was one silver charger, the weight 
whereof was an hundred and thirty shekels, 
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the 
shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of 
fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offer- 
ing : one golden spoon of ten shekels, full of 
incense: one young bullock, one ram, one 
lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering: 
one kid of the goats for a sin offering : and for 
a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five 
rams, five he goats, five lambs of the first year : 
this was the offering of Eliab the son of Helon. 

On the fourth day Elizur the son of Shed- 
eur, prince of the children of Reuben, did 
offer: his offering was one silver charger of 
the weight of an hundred and thirty shekels, 
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the 
shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of 
fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering : 
one golden spoon of ten shekels, full of in- 
cense : one young bullock, one ram, one lamb 
of the first year, for a burnt offering : one kid of 
the goats for a sin offering : and for a sacrifice 
of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he 
goats, five lambs of the first year : this was the 
offering of Elizur the son of Shedeur. 

On the fifth day Shelumiel the son of 
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Zurishaddai, prince of the children of Sim- 
eon, did offer: his offering was one silver 
charger, the weight whereof was an hundred 
and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy 
shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; 
both of them full of fine flour mingled with 
oil for a meat offering : one golden spoon 
of ten shekels, full of incense: one young 
bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, 
for a burnt offering : one kid of the goats for 
a sin offering: and for a sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, 
five lambs of the first year : this was the offer- 
ing of Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai. 

On the sixth day Eliasaph the son of Deuel, 
prince of the children of Gad, offered : his 
offering was one silver charger of the weight 
of an hundred and thirty shekels, a silver 
bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of 
the sanctuary; both of them full of fine flour 
mingled with oil for a meat offering: one 
golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense : 
one young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the 
first year, for a burnt offering : one kid of the 
goats for a sin offering: and for a sacrifice of 
peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he 
goats, five lambs of the first year: this was 
the offering of Eliasaph the son of Deuel. 

On the seventh day Elishama the son of 
Ammihud, prince of the children of Ephraim, 
offered : his offering was one silver charger, 
the weight whereof was an hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy 
shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; 
both of them full of fine flour mingled with 
oil for a meat offering: one golden spoon 
of ten shekels, full of incense: one young 
bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, 
for a burnt offering : one kid of the goats for 
a sin offering : and for a sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, 
five lambs of the first year : this was the offer- 
ing of Elishama the son of Ammihud. 

On the eighth day offered Gamaliel the 
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son of Pedahzur, prince of the children of 
Manasseh : his offering was one silver charger 
of the weight of an hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, 
after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of 
them full of fine flour mingled with oil for 
a meat offering: one golden spoon of ten 
shekels, full of incense: one young bullock, 
one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a 
burnt offering: one kid of the goats for a sin 
offering : and for a sacrifice of peace offerings, 
two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs 
of the first year: this was the offering of Ga- 
maliel the son of Pedahzur. 

On the ninth day Abidan the son of Gide- 
oni, prince of the children of Benjamin, 
offered: his offering was one silver charger, 
the weight whereof was an hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy 
shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; 
both of them full of fine flour mingled with 
oil for a meat offering: one golden spoon 
of ten shekels, full of incense: one young 
bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, 
for a burnt offering: one kid of the goats for 
a sin offering: and for a sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, 
five lambs of the first year : this was the offer- 
ing of Abidan the son of Gideoni. 

On the tenth day Ahiezer the son of Am- 
mishaddai, prince of the children of Dan, 
offered : his offering was one silver charger, 
the weight whereof was an hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy 
shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; 
both of them full of fine flour mingled with 
oil for a meat offering: one golden spoon 
of ten shekels. Ml of incense: one young 
bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, 
for a burnt offering ; one kid of the goats for a 
sin offering : and for a sacrifice of peace offer- 
ings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five 
lambs of the first year: this was the offering 
of Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai. 

On the eleventh day Pagiel the son of Oc- 
ran, prince of the children of Asher, offered : 
his offering was one silver charger, the weight 
whereof was an hundred and thirty shekels, 
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the 
shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of 
fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering : 
one golden spoon of ten shekels, full of in- 
cense : one young bullock, one ram, one lamb 
of the first year, for a burnt offering : one kid 
of the goats for a sin offering : and for a sacri- 
fice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, 


five he goats, five lambs of the first year; this 
was the offering of Pagiel the son of Ocran. 

On the twelfth day Ahira the son of Enan, 
prince of the children of Naphtali, offered: 
his offering was one silver charger, the weight 
whereof was an hundred and thirty shekels, 
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the 
shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of 
fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offer- 
ing; one golden spoon of ten shekels, full of 
incense; one young bullock, one ram, one 
lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering: 
one kid of the goats for a sin offering : and for 
a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five 
rams, five he goats, five lambs of the first 
year : this was the offering of Ahira the son of 
Enan. 

Dedication of the Altar 

This was the dedication of the altar, in the 
day when it was anointed, by the princes of 
Israel : twelve chargers of silver, twelve silver 
bowls, twelve spoons of gold : each charger of 
silver weighing an hundred and thirty shekels, 
each bowl seventy: ail the silver vessels 
weighed two thousand and four hundred 
shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary : the 
golden spoons were twelve, full of incense, 
weighing ten shekels apiece, after the shekel 
of the sanctuary: all the gold of the spoons 
was an hundred and twenty shekels. All 
the oxen for the burnt offering were twelve 
bullocks, the rams twelve, the Iambs of the 
first year twelve, with their meat offering : and 
the kids of the goats for sin offering twelve. 
And ail the oxen for the sacrifice of the peace 
offerings were twenty and four bullocks, the 
rams sixty, the he goats sixty, the lambs of 
the first year sixty. This was the dedication 
of the altar, after that it was anointed. 

And when Moses was gone into the taber- 
nacle of the congregation to speak with him, 
then he heard the voice of one speaking unto 
him from off the mercy seat that was upon 
the ark of testimony, from between the two 
cherubims : and he spake unto him. 

Its Furniture 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto Aaron, and say unto him. When 
thou lightest the lamps, the seven lamps shall 
give light over against the candlestick. And 
Aaron did so; he lighted the lamps thereof 
over against the candlestick, as the Lord 
commanded Moses. And this work of the 
candlestick was of beaten gold, unto the shaft 
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thereof, unto the flowers thereof, was beaten 
work: according unto the pattern which the 
Lord had shewed Moses, so he made the 
candlestick* 

Its Servants 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Take the Levites from among the children 
of Israel, and cleanse them. And thus shalt 
thou do unto them, to cleanse them : Sprinkle 
water of purifying upon them, and let them 
shave all their flesh, and let them wash their 
clothes, and so make themselves clean. Then 
let them take a young bullock with his meat 
offering, even fine flour mingled with oil, 
and another young bullock shalt thou take 
for a sin offering. And thou shalt bring the 
Levites before the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation: and thou shalt gather the whole as- 
sembly of the children of Israel together : and 
thou shalt bring the Levites before the Lord : 
and the children of Israel shall put their 
hands upon the Levites: and Aaron shall 
offer the Levites before the Lord for an 
offering of the children of Israel, that they 
may execute the service of the Lord. And 
the Levites shall lay their hands upon the 
heads of the bullocks: and thou shalt offer 
the one for a sin offering, and the other for a 
burnt offering, unto the Lord, to make an 
atonement for the Levites. And thou shalt 
set the Levites before Aaron, and before his 
sons, and offer them for an offering unto the 
Lord. 

Thus shalt thou separate the Levites from 
among the children of Israel: and the Le- 
vites shall be mine. And after that shall the 
Levites go in to do the service of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation: and thou shalt 
cleanse them, and offer them for an offering. 
For they are wholly given unto me from 
among the children of Israel; instead of such 
as open every womb, even instead of the 
firstborn of all the children of Israel, have I 
taken them unto me. For all the firstborn of 
the children of Israel are mine, both man and 
beast : on the day that I smote every firstborn 
in the land of Egypt I sanctified them for 
myself. And I have taken the Levites for all 
the firstborn of the children of Israel. And 
I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron 
and to his sons from among the children of 
Israel, to do the service of the children of 
Israel in the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and to make an atonement for the children 
of Israel: that there be no plague among the 
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children of Israel, when the children of Is- 
rael come nigh unto the sanctuary. 

And Moses, and Aaron, and all the con- 
gregation of the children of Israel, did to the 
Levites according unto all that the Lord 
commanded Moses concerning the Levites, 
so did the children of Israel unto them. And 
the Levites were purified, and they washed 
their clothes; and Aaron offered them as an 
offering before the Lord; and Aaron made 
an atonement for them to cleanse them. And 
after that went the Levites in to do their ser- 
vice in the tabernacle of the congregation 
before Aaron, and before his sons : as the 
Lord had commanded Moses concerning the 
Levites, so did they unto them. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
This is it that belongeth unto the Levites : from 
twenty and five years old and upward they 
shall go in to wait upon the service of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation : and from the age of 
fifty years they shall cease waiting upon the 
service thereof, and shall serve no more : but 
shall minister with their brethren in the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, to keep the charge, 
and shall do no service. Thus shalt thou do 
unto the Levites touching their charge. 

Its Services 

And the Lord spake unto Moses in the wil- 
derness of Sinai, in the first month of the 
second year after they were come out of the 
land of Egypt, saying. Let the children of 
Israel also keep the passover at his appointed 
season. In the fourteenth day of this month, 
at even, ye shall keep it in his appointed sea- 
son : according to all the rites of it, and ac- 
cording to all the ceremonies thereof, shall 
ye keep it. And Moses spake unto the chil- 
dren of Israel, that they should keep the 
passover. And they kept the passover on the 
fourteenth day of the first month at even in 
the wilderness of Sinai : according to all that 
the Lord commanded Moses, so did the 
children of Israel. And there were certain 
men, who were defiled by the dead body of a 
man, that they could not keep the passover 
on that day: and they came before Moses 
and before Aaron on that day : and those men 
said unto him. We are defiled by the dead 
body of a man: wherefore are we kept back, 
that we may not offer an offering of the Lord 
in his appointed season among the children 
of Israel? And Moses said unto them, Stand 
still, and I will hear what the Lord will com- 
mand concerning you. 
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And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If 
any man of you or of your posterity shall be 
unclean by reason of a dead body, or be in a 
journey afar off, yet he shall keep the passover 
unto the Lord. The fourteenth day of the 
second month at even they shall keep it, and 
eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 
They shall leave none of it unto the morn- 
ing, nor break any bone of it: according to 
all the ordinances of the passover they shall 
keep it. But the man that is clean, and is not 


in a journey, and forbeareth to keep the pass- 
over, even the same soul shall be cut off from 
among his people : because he brought not 
the offering of the Lord in his appointed 
season, that man shall bear his sin. And if a 
stranger shall sojourn among you, and will 
keep the passover unto the Lord, according 
to the ordinance of the passover, and ac- 
cording to the manner thereof, so shall lie 
do : ye shall, have one ordinance, both for the 
stranger, and for him that was born in the 
land. 


THE REVELATION OF THE MARCH 

OUR GOD WILL NOT SUFFER HIS CAUSE TO FAIL 

NUMBERS CHAPTERS 9, is— 14, 45 

On every road and highway, from the desert track to the city street, the Cause of God 
is held up. This account of people wandering about discontented and miserable while 
they carry in their hands the most glorious promises of God, is one of the truest pictures 
of human existence ever made. But on the sacred page an inspired hand has etched in 
what mortals rarely see, and dare not portray, except vaguely as a luminous cloud or 
a dazzling blaze of light — the sacred presence of the Giver of Promises. In general, 
the Israelites, like ourselves, preferred to use the symbols of the cloud and the pillar 
of fire — to he modestly indefinite about God — but at times the cloud dissolved and the 
light became revealing; they were face to face with the Living God, and the vows they 
had failed to keep. But God will not permit their failure to bring to nought His 
gracious purposes for mankind. That is the revelation of these chapters. He will 
fulfil all He has promised. Whatever dangers threaten the success of His Cause, 
whether they arise from within or from without, from His own people or their enemies. 
His word standeth sure. 

AND on the day that the tabernacle was then the children of Israel kept the charge 
[\ reared up the cloud covered the of the Lord, and journeyed not. And so it 
f~\ tabernacle, namely, the tent of the was, when the cloud was a few days upon the 
JL JL testimony : and at even there was tabernacle ; according to the commandment 
upon the tabernacle as it were the appear- of the Lord they abode in their tents, and 
ance of fire, until the morning. So it was according to the commandment of the Lord 
alway: the cloud covered it by day, and the they journeyed. And so it was, when the 
appearance of fire by night. And when the cloud abode Lorn even unto the morning, 
cloud was taken up from the tabernacle, then and that the cloud was taken up in the morn- 
after that the children of Israel journeyed: ing, then they journeyed: whether it was by 
and in the place where the cloud abode, there day or by night that the cloud was taken up, 
the children of Israel pitched their tents. At they journeyed. Or whether it were two days, 
the commandment of the Lord the children or a month, or a year, that the cloud tarried 
of Israel journeyed, and at the command- upon the tabernacle, remaining thereon, the 
ment of the Lord they pitched: as long as children of Israel abode in their tents, and 
the cloud abode upon the tabernacle they journeyed not: but when it was taken up, 
rested in their tents. And when the cloud they journeyed. At the commandment of the 
tarried long upon the tabernacle many days, Lord they rested in the tents, and at the 
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commandment of the Lord they journeyed : 
they kept the charge of the Lord* at the 
commandment of the Lord by the hand of 
Moses. 

Trumpet Calls 

And the Lord spake unto Moses* saying* 
Make thee two trumpets of silver; 1 of a whole 
piece shalt thou make them : that thou mayest 
use them for the calling of the assembly* and 
for the journeying of the camps. And when 
they shall blow with them* all the assembly 
shall assemble themselves to thee at the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation. And 
if they blow but with one trumpet* then the 
princes* which are heads of the thousands of 
Israel* shall gather themselves unto thee. 
When ye blow an alarm* then the camps that 
lie on the east parts shall go forward. When 
ye blow an alarm the second time* then the 
camps that lie on the south side shall take 
their journey: they shall blow an alarm for 
their journeys. But when the congregation 
is to be gathered together* ye shall blow* but 
ye shall not sound an alarm. And the sons 
of Aaron* the priests* shall blow with the 
trumpets; and they shall be to you for an 
ordinance for ever throughout your genera- 
tions. And if ye go to war in your land 
against the enemy that oppressed! you* then 
ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; 
and ye shall be remembered before the Lord 
your God* and ye shall be saved from your 
enemies. Also in the day of your gladness* 
and in your solemn days* and in the begin- 
nings of your months* ye shall blow with the 
trumpets over your burnt offerings* and over 
the sacrifices of your peace offerings; that 
they may be to you for a memorial before 
your God: I am the Lord your God. 

Waving Standards 

And it came to pass on the twentieth day 
of the second month* in the second year* that 
the cloud was taken up from off the taber- 
nacle of the testimony. And the children of 
Israel took their journeys out of the wilder- 
ness of Sinai; and the cloud rested in the 
wilderness of Paran. And they first took their 
journey according to the commandment of 
the Lord by the hand of Moses. In the first 
place went the standard of the camp of the 
children of Judah according to their armies : 
and over his host was Nahshon the son of 
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Amminadab. And over the host of the tribe 
of the children of Issachar was Nethaneel the 
son of Zuar. And over the host of the tribe 
of the children of Zebulun was Eliab the son 
of Helon. 

And the tabernacle was taken down; and 
the sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari 
set forward* bearing the tabernacle. And the 
standard of the camp of Reuben set forward 
according to their armies : and over his host 
was Elizur the son of Shedeur. And over the 
host of the tribe of the children of Simeon 
was Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai. And 
over the host of the tribe of the children of 
Gad was Eliasaph the son of Deuel. 

And the Xohathites set forward* bearing 
the sanctuary : and the other did set up the 
tabernacle against they came. And the stan- 
dard of the camp of the children of Ephraim 
set forward according to their armies : and 
over his host was Elishama the son of Ammi- 
hud. And over the host of the tribe of the 
children of Manasseh was Gamaliel the son 
of Pedahzur. And over the host of the tribe 
of the children of Benjamin was Abidan the 
son of Gideoni. 

And the standard of the camp of the chil- 
dren of Dan set forward* which was the 
rereward of all the camps throughout their 
hosts : and over his host was Ahiezer the son 
of Ammishaddai. And over the host of the 
tribe of the children of Asher was Pagiel the 
son of Ocran. And over the host of the tribe 
of the children of Naphtali was Ahira the son 
of Enan. Thus were the journeyings of the 
children of Israel according to their armies* 
when they set forward. 

An Invitation 

And Moses said unto Hobab* the son of 
Raguel the Midianite* Moses’ father in law, 
We are journeying unto the place of which 
the Lord said* I will give it you : come thou 
with us* and we will do thee good : for the 
Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel. 
And he said unto him* I will not go ; but I will 
depart to mine own land* and to my kindred. 
And he said, Leave us not* I pray thee; foras- 
much as thou knowest how we are to en- 
camp in the wilderness* and thou mayest be 
to us instead of eyes. And it shall be* if thou 
go with us* yea* it shall be* that what good- 
ness the Lord shall do unto us* the same will 
we do unto thee. 


1 Their shape and size can be gathered from the design on the triumphal arch of Titus in Rome, which 
shows some of the spoils of the Temple he brought from Jerusalem. 
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Departure 

And they departed from the mount of the 
Lord three days 3 journey: and the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord went before them in 
the three days 3 journey, to search out a rest- 
ing place for them. And the cloud of the 
Lord was upon 1 them by day, when they went 
out of the camp. 

And it came to pass, when the ark set for- 
ward, that Moses said. Rise up, Lord, and 
let thine enemies be scattered; and let them 
that hate thee flee before thee. And when it 
rested, he said, Return, O Lord, unto the 
many thousands of Israel. 

Discontent 

And when the people complained, it dis- 
pleased the Lord: and the Lord heard it; 
and his anger was kindled; and the fire of the 
Lord burnt among them, and consumed 
them that were in the uttermost parts of the 
camp. And the people cried unto Moses; 
and when Moses prayed unto the Lord, the 
fire was quenched. And he called the name 
of the place Taberah: because the fire of the 
Lord burnt among them. 

Murmuring 

And the mixed multitude that was among 
them fell a lusting: and the children of Israel 
also wept again, and said, Who shall give us 
flesh to eat? We remember the fish, which 
we did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, 
and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, 
and the garlick: but now our soul is dried 
away: there is nothing at all, beside this 
manna, before our eyes. And the manna was 
as coriander seed, and the colour thereof as 
the colour of bdellium. And the people went 
about, and gathered it, and ground it in mills, 
or beat it in a mortar, and baked it in pans, 
and made cakes of it: and the taste of it was 
as the taste of fresh oil. And when the dew 
fell upon the camp in the night, the manna 
fell upon it. 

Then Moses heard the people weep 
throughout their families, every man in the 
door of his tent: and the anger of the Lord 
was kindled greatly; Moses also was dis- 
pleased, And Moses said unto the Lord, 
Wherefore hast thou afflicted thy servant? 
and wherefore have I not found favour in thy 
sight, that thou layest the burden of all this 
people upon me? Have I conceived all this 
1 Over them as a screej 


people? have I begotten them, that thou 
shouldest say unto me, Carry them in thy 
bosom, as a nursing father beareth the suck- 
ing child, unto the land which thou swarest 
unto their fathers? Whence should I have 
flesh to give unto all this people? for they 
weep unto me, saying. Give us flesh, that we 
may eat, I am not able to bear all this people 
alone, because it is too heavy for me. And if 
thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray thee, 
out of hand, if I have found favour in thy 
sight; and let me not see my wretchedness. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Gather 
unto me seventy men of the elders of Israel, 
whom thou knowest to be the elders of the 
people, and officers over them; and bring 
them unto the tabernacle of the congregation, 
that they may stand there with thee. And I 
will come down and talk with thee there : and 
I will take of the spirit which is upon thee, 
and will put it upon them; and they shall 
bear the burden of the people with thee, that 
thou bear it not thyself alone. And say thou 
unto the people, Sanctify yourselves against 
to morrow, and ye shall eat flesh : for ye have 
wept in the ears of the Lord, saying. Who 
shall give us flesh to eat? for it was well with 
us in Egypt : therefore the Lord will give you 
flesh, and ye shall eat. Ye shall not eat one 
day, nor two days, nor five days, neither ten 
days, nor twenty days; but even a whole 
month, until it come out at your nostrils, and 
it be loathsome unto you: because that ye 
have despised the Lord which is among you, 
and have wept before him, saying, Why came 
we forth out of Egypt ? And Moses said, The 
people, among whom I am, are six hundred 
thousand footmen; and thou hast said, I will 
give them flesh, that they may eat a whole 
month. Shall the flocks and the herds be 
slain for them, to suffice them? or shall all 
the fish of the sea be gathered together for 
them, to suffice them? And the Lord said 
unto Moses, Is the Lord's hand waxed short ? 
thou shalt see now whether my word shall 
come to pass unto thee or not. 

And Moses went out, and told the people 
the words of the Lord, and gathered the 
seventy men of the elders of the people, and 
set them round about the tabernacle. And 
the Lord came down in a cloud, and spake 
unto him, and took of the spirit that was upon 
him, and gave it unto the seventy elders : and it 
came to pass, that, when the spirit rested upon 
them, they prophesied, and did not cease, 
or shade from the sun. 
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But there remained two of the men in the 
camp, the name of the one was Eldad, and 
the name of the other Medad: and the spirit 
rested upon them; and they were of them 
that were written, but went not out unto the 
tabernacle : and they prophesied in the camp. 
And there ran a young man, and told Moses, 
and said, Eldad and Medad do prophesy in 
the camp. And Joshua the son of Nun, the 
servant of Moses, one of his young men, 
answered and said. My lord Moses, forbid 
them. And Moses said unto him, Enviest 
thou for my sake? would God that all the 
Lord’s people were prophets, and that the 
Lord would put his spirit upon them! And 
Moses gat him into the camp, he and the 
elders of Israel. 

And there went forth a wind from the 
Lord, and brought quails from the sea, and 
let them fall by the camp, as it were a day’s 
journey on this side, and as it were a day’s 
journey on the other side, round about the 
camp, and as it were two cubits high upon the 
face of the earth. And the people stood up all 
that day, and all that night, and all the next 
day, and they gathered the quails: he that 
gathered least gathered ten homers : and they 
spread them all abroad for themselves round 
about the camp. And while the flesh was yet 
between their teeth, ere it was chewed, the 
wrath of the Lord was kindled against the 
people, and the Lord smote the people with 
a very great plague. And he called the name 
of that place Kibroth-hattaavah : because 
there they buried the people that lusted. And 
the people journeyed from Kibroth-hattaavah 
unto Hazeroth; and abode at Hazeroth, 

Rebellion 

And Miriam and Aaron spake against 
Moses because of the Ethiopian woman 
whom he had married : for he had married an 
Ethiopian woman. And they said. Hath the 
Lord indeed spoken only by Moses? hath he 
not spoken also by us? And the Lord heard 
it. (Now the man Moses was very meek , 1 
above all the men which were upon the face 
of the earth.) 

And the Lord spake suddenly unto Moses, 
and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come 
out ye three unto the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation. And they three came out. And 
the Lord came down in the pillar of the 
cloud, and stood in the door of the taber- 
nacle, and called Aaron and Miriam: and 
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they both came forth. And he said. Hear 
now my words : If there be a prophet among 
you, I the Lord will make myself known 
unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him 
in a dream. My servant Moses is not so, who 
is faithful in all mine house. With him will I 
speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and 
not in dark speeches ; and the similitude of the 
Lord shall he behold : wherefore then were ye 
not afraid to speak against my servant Moses? 

And the anger of the Lord was kindled 
against them; and he departed. And the 
cloud departed from off the tabernacle 5 and, 
behold, Miriam became leprous, white as 
snow: and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, 
behold, she was leprous. And Aaron said 
unto Moses, Alas, my lord, 1 beseech thee, 
lay not the sin upon us, wherein we have 
done foolishly, and wherein we have sinned. 
Let her not be as one dead, of whom the 
flesh is half consumed when he cometh out 
of his mother’s womb. And Moses cried 
unto the Lord, saying. Heal her now, O God, 
I beseech thee. And the Lord said unto 
Moses, If her father had but spit in her face, 
should she not be ashamed seven days? let 
her be shut out from the camp seven days, 
and after that let her be received in again. 
And Miriam was shut out from the camp 
seven days : and the people journeyed not till 
Miriam was brought in again. 

Scouts’ Reports 

And afterward the people removed from 
Hazeroth, and pitched in the wilderness of 
Paran. And the Lord spake unto Moses, 
saying. Send thou men, that they may search 
the land of Canaan, which I give unto the 
children of Israel: of every tribe of their 
fathers shall ye send a man, every one a ruler 
among them. And Moses by the command- 
ment of the Lord sent them from the wilder- 
ness of Paran : all those men were heads of 
the children of Israel. And these were their 
names : of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the 
son of Zaccur. Of the tribe of Simeon, Sha- 
phat the son of Hori. Of the tribe of Judah, 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh. Of the tribe of 
Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph. Of the tribe 
of Ephraim, Oshea the son of Nun. Of the 
tribe of Benjamin, Paid the son of Raphu. 
Of the tribe of Zebulun* Gaddiel the son of 
Sodi. Of the tribe of Joseph, namely, of the 
tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi. 
Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of 


1 Humble. He did not seek to vindicate himself. 
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GemallL Of the tribe of Asher, Sethur the 
son of Michael. Of the tribe of Naphtali, 
Nahbi the son of Vophsi. Of the tribe of 
Gad, Geuel the son of MachL These are the 
names of the men which Moses sent to spy 
out the land. And Moses called Oshea the 
son of Nun Jehoshua. 

And Moses sent them to spy out the land 
of Canaan, and said unto them. Get you 
up this way southward, and go up into the 
mountain: and see the land, what it is; and 
the people that dwelleth therein, whether 
they be strong or weak, few or many; and 
what the land is that they dwell in, whether 
it be good or bad; and what cities they be 
that they dwell in, whether in tents, or in 
strong holds; and what the land is, whether 
it be fat or lean, whether there be wood 
therein, or not. And be ye of good courage, 
and bring of the fruit of the land. Now the 
time was the time of the fir stripe grapes. 

So they went up, and searched the land 
from the wilderness of Zin unto Rehob, as 
men come to Hamath. And they ascended 
by the south, and came unto Hebron ; where 
Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the children 
of Anak, were. (Now Hebron was built seven 
years before Zoan in Egypt.) And they came 
unto the brook ofEshcol, and cut down from 
thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, 
and they bare it between two upon a staff; 
and they brought of the pomegranates, and 
of the figs. The place was called the brook 
Eshcol, because of the cluster of grapes which 
the children of Israel cut down from thence. 

And they returned from searching of the 
land after forty days. And they went and 
came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the 
congregation of the children of Israel, unto 
the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and 
brought back word unto them, and unto all 
the congregation, and shewed them the fruit 
of the land. And they told him, and said. 
We came unto the land whither thou sentest 
us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey; 
and this is the fruit of it. Nevertheless the 
people be strong that dwell in the land, and 
the cities are walled, and very great: and 
moreover we saw the children of Anak there. 
The Amalekites dwell in the land of the 
south: and the Hittites, and the Jebusites, 
and the Amorites, dwell in the mountains: 
and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by 
the coast of Jordan. 

And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, 
and said, Let us go up at once, and possess 


it; for we are well able to overcome it. But 
the men that went up with him said. We be I 
not able to go up against the people ; for they 
are stronger than we. And they brought up 
an evil report of the land which they had \ 
searched unto the children of Israel, saying, ? 
The land, through which we have gone to 
search it, is a land that eateth up the in- 
habitants thereof ; and all the people that we 
saw in it are men of a great stature. And ; 
there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, 
which come of the giants : and we were in 
our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we t 
were in their sight. 

And all the congregation lifted up their 
voice, and cried; and the people wept that 
night. And all the children of Israel mur- j 
mured against Moses and against Aaron: 
and the whole congregation said unto them. 
Would God that we had died in the land of 
Egypt! or would God we had died in this 
wilderness! And wherefore hath the Lord 
brought us unto this land, to fall by the 
sword, that our wives and our children should 
be a prey ? were it not better for us to return 
into Egypt? 

And they said one to another, Let us make 
a captain, and let us return into Egypt. Then 
Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before 
all the assembly of the congregation of the 
children of Israel. And Joshua the son of 
Nun, and Caleb the son of J ephunneh, which 
were of them that searched the land, rent ' 
their clothes: and they spake unto all the 
company of the children of Israel, saying. 

The land, which we passed through to search 
it, is an exceeding good land. If the Lord 
delight in us, then he will bring us into this 
land, and give it us; a land which floweth 
with milk and honey. Only rebel not ye 
against the Lord, neither fear ye the people 
of the land; for they are bread for us: their 
defence is departed from them, and the Lord 
is with us : fear them not. But all the con- ; ; 
gregation bade stone them with stones. And 
the glory of the Lord appeared in the taber- 
nacle of the congregation before all the chil- 
dren of Israel. • f 

And the Lord said unto Moses, How long 
will this people provoke me? and how long 
will it be ere they believe me, for all the signs 
which I have shewed among them? I will 
smite them with the pestilence, and disin- 
herit them, and will make of thee a greater 
nation and mightier than they. 

And Moses said unto the Lord, Then the 
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Egyptians shall hear it, (for thou broughtest 
up this people in thy might from among 
them;) and they will tell it to the inhabitants 
of this land: for they have heard that thou 
Lord art among this people, that thou Lord 
art seen face to face, and that thy cloud 
standeth over them, and that thou goest be- 
fore them, by day time in a pillar of a cloud, 
and in a pillar of fire by night. Now if thou 
shalt kill all this people as one man, then the 
nations which have heard the fame of thee 
will speak, saying. Because the Lord was not 
able to bring this people into the land which 
he sware unto them, therefore he hath slain 
them in the wilderness. And now, I beseech 
thee, let the power of my Lord be great, ac- 
cording as thou hast spoken, saying. The 
Lord is longsuffering, and of great mercy, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by 
no means clearing the guilty, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto 
the third and fourth generation* Pardon, I 
beseech thee, the iniquity of this people ac- 
cording unto the greatness of thy mercy, and 
as thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt 
even until now. 

And the Lord said, I have pardoned ac- 
cording to thy word : but as truly as I live, all 
the earth shall be filled with the glory of the 
Lord. Because all those men which have 
seen my glory, and my miracles, which I did 


in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have 
tempted me now these ten times, and have 
not hearkened to my voice; surely they shall 
not see the land which I sware unto their 
fathers, neither shall any of them that pro- 
voked me see it: but my servant Caleb, be- 
cause he had another spirit with him, and 
hath followed me fully, him will I bring into 
the land whereinto he went; and his seed 
shall possess it. (Now the Amalekites and 
the Canaanites dwelt in the valley.) To 
morrow turn you, and get you into the wilder- 
ness by the way of the Red sea. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto 
Aaron, saying, How long shall I bear with 
this evil congregation, which murmur against 
me ? I have heard the murmurings of the chil- 
dren of Israel, which they murmur against 
me. Say unto them. As truly as I live, saith 
the Lord, as ye have spoken in mine ears, 
so will I do to you : your carcases shall fall in 
this wilderness; and all that were numbered 
of you, according to your whole number, 
from twenty years old and upward, which 
have murmured against me, doubtless ye 
shall not come into the land, concerning 
which I sware to make you dwell therein, 
save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua 
the son of Nun. But your little ones, which 
ye said should be a prey, them will I bring 
in, and they shall know the land which ye 
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have despised. But as for you, your car- 
cases, they shall fall in this wilderness. And 
your children shall wander in the wilderness 
forty years, and bear your whoredoms, until 
your carcases be wasted in the wilderness. 
After the number of the days in which ye 
searched the land, even forty days, each day 
for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even 
forty years, and ye shall know my breach of 
promise. I the Lord have said, 1 will surely 
do it unto all this evil congregation, that are 
gathered together against me; in this wilder- 
ness they shall be consumed, and there they 
shall die. 

And the men, which Moses sent to search 
the land, who returned, and made all the 
congregation to murmur against him, by 
bringing up a slander upon the land, even 
those men that did bring up the evil report 
upon the land, died by the plague before the 
Lord. But Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb 
the son of Jephunneh, which were of the 
men that went to search the land, lived still. 


And Moses told these sayings unto all the 
children of Israel : and the people mourned 
greatly. 

And they rose up early in the morning, and 
gat them up into the top of the mountain, 
saying, Lo, we be here, and will go up unto 
the place which the Lord hath promised : for 
we have sinned. And Moses said. Wherefore 
now do ye transgress the commandment of 
the Lord? but it shall not prosper. Go not 
up, for the Lord is not among you; that ye 
be not smitten before your enemies. For the 
Amalekites and the Canaanites are there be- 
fore you, and ye shall fall by the sword : be- 
cause ye are turned away from the Lord, 
therefore the Lord will not be with you. 
But they presumed to go up unto the hill 
top : nevertheless the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord, and Moses, departed not out of 
the camp. Then the Amalekites came down, 
and the Canaanites which dwelt in that hill, 
and smote them, and discomfited them, even 
unto Hormah. 


A SALUTE TO THE NEW GENERATION 

NUMBERS CHAPTERS 15, 1—19, 22 

It charges those on whom all hopes are now centred to be worthy of their high callings 
particularly in their devotion to God and all things that are $acred s in the loyal obser- 
vance of their social responsibilities, and in the blamelessness of their personal lives . 


Pay tribute to God 

1ND the Lord spake unto Moses, say- 
J\ ing. Speak unto the children of Is- 
/“"% rael, and say unto them. When ye 
JL JL be come into the land of your habi- 
tations, which I give unto you, and will make 
an offering by fire unto the Lord, a burnt 
offering, or a sacrifice in performing a vow, 
or in a freewill offering, or in your solemn 
feasts, to make a sweet savour unto the Lord, 
of the herd, or of the flock : then shall he that 
offereth his offering unto the Lord bring a 
meat offering of a tenth deal of flour mingled 
with the fourth part of an hin of oil. And 
the fourth part of an hin of wine for a drink 
offering shalt thou prepare with the burnt 
offering or sacrifice, for one lamb. Or for a 
ram, thou shalt prepare for a meat offering 
two tenth deals of flour mingled with the 
third part of an hin of oil. And for a drink 
offering thou shalt offer the third part of an 


hin of wine, for a sweet savour unto the Lord. 
And when thou preparest a bullock for a 
burnt offering, or for a sacrifice in perform- 
ing a vow, or peace offerings unto the Lord ; 
then shall he bring with a bullock a meat 
offering of three tenth deals of flour mingled 
with half an hin of oil. And thou shalt bring 
for a drink offering half an hin of wine, for 
an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour 
unto the Lord. 

Thus shall it be done for one bullock, or 
for one ram, or for a lamb, or a kid. Accord- 
ing to the number that ye shall prepare, so 
shall ye do to every one according to their 
number. All that are born of the country 
shall do these things after this manner, in 
offering an offering made by fire, of a sweet 
savour unto the Lord. And if a stranger 
sojourn with you, or whosoever be among 
you in your generations, and will offer an 
offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto 
the Lord; as ye do* so he shall do. One 


ordinance shall be both for yon of the con- 
gregation, and also for the stranger that so- 
joumeth with you, an ordinance for ever in 
your generations; as ye are, so shall the 
stranger be before the Lord. One law and 
one manner shall be for you, and for the 
stranger that sojoumeth with you. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Speak unto the children of Israel, and say 
unto them. When ye come into the land 
whither I bring you, then it shall be, that, 
when ye eat of the bread of the land, ye shall 
offer up an heave offering unto the Lord. Ye 
shall offer up a cake of the first of your dough 
for an heave offering: as ye do the heave 
offering of the threshingfloor, so shall ye 
heave it. Of the first of your dough ye shall 
give unto the Lord an heave offering in your 
generations. 

Get rid of Sin 

And if ye have erred, and not observed 
all these commandments, which the Lord 
hath spoken unto Moses, even all that the 
Lord hath commanded you by the hand of 
Moses, from the day that the Lord com- 
manded Moses, and henceforward among 
your generations ; then it shall be, if ought be 
committed by ignorance without the know- 
ledge of the congregation, that all the con- 
gregation shall offer one young bullock for a 
burnt offering, for a sweet savour unto the 
Lord, with his meat offering, and his drink 
offering, according to the manner, and one 
kid of the goats for a sin offering. And the 
priest shall make an atonement for all the 
congregation of the children of Israel, and it 
shall be forgiven them; for it is ignorance: 
and they shall bring their offering, a sacrifice 
made by fire unto the Lord, and their sin 
offering before the Lord, for their ignorance : 
and it shall be forgiven all the congregation 
of the children of Israel, and the stranger that 
sojoumeth among them ; seeing all the people 
were in ignorance. 

And if any soul sin through ignorance, 
then he shall bring a she goat of the first year 
for a sin offering. And the priest shall make 
an atonement for the soul that sinneth igno- 
rantly, when he sinneth by ignorance before 
the Lord, to make an atonement for him; 
and it shall be forgiven him. Ye shall have 
one law for him that sinneth through igno- 
rance, both for him that is bom among the 
children of Israel, and for the stranger that 


gojoumeth among them. But the soul that 
doeth ought presumptuously, whether he be 
bom in the land, or a stranger, the same re- 
proached! the Lord ; and that soul shall be 
cut off from among his people. Because he 
hath despised the word of the Lord, and 
hath broken his commandment, that soul 
shall utterly be cut off; his iniquity shall be 
upon him. 

Keep the Sabbath 

And while the children of Israel were in the 
wilderness, they found a man that gathered 
sticks upon the sabbath day. And they that 
found him gathering sticks brought him unto 
Moses and Aaron, and unto all the congrega- 
tion. And they put him in ward, because it 
was not declared what should be done to him. 
And the Lord said unto Moses, The man 
shall be surely put to death: all the congre- 
gation shall stone him with stones without 
the camp. And all the congregation brought 
him without the camp, and stoned him with 
stones, and he died; as the Lord commanded 
Moses. 

Remember the Commandments 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid 
them that they make them fringes in the 
borders of their garments throughout their 
generations, and that they put upon, the fringe 
of the borders a ribband of blue : and it shall 
be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look 
upon it, and remember all the command- 
ments of the Lord, and do them; and that ye 
seek not after your own heart and your own 
eyes, after which ye use to go a whoring: 
that ye may remember, and do all my com- 
mandments, and be holy unto your God. I 
am the Lord your God, which brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I 
am the Lord your God. 

Be loyal to your Leaders 

Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of 
Kohath, the son of Levi, and Dathan and 
Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son 
of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men: and 
they rose up before Moses, with certain of 
the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty 
princes of the assembly, famous in the con- 
gregation, men of renown: and they gathered 
themselves together against Moses and against 
Aaron, and said unto them. Ye take too much 


the Lord* and consumed the two hundred 
and fifty men that offered incense. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses* saying* 
Speak unto Eleazer the son of Aaron the 
priest* that he take up the censers out of the 
burning* and scatter thou the fire yonder; 
for they are hallowed. The censers of these 
sinners against their own souls* let them 
make them broad plates for a covering of the 
altar : for they offered them before the Lord* 
therefore they are hallowed: and they shall 
be a sign unto the children of Israel. And 
Eleazar the priest took the brasen censers* 
wherewith they that were burnt had offered; 
and they were made broad plates for a cover- 
ing of the altar: to be a memorial unto the 
children of Israel* that no stranger* which is 
not of the seed of Aaron* come near to offer 
incense before the Lord; that he be not as 
Korah* and as his company : as the Lord said 
to him by the hand of Moses. 

But on the morrow all the congregation 
of the children of Israel murmured against 
Moses and against Aaron* saying* Ye have 
killed the people of the Lord. And it came 
to pass* when the congregation was gathered 
against Moses and against Aaron* that they 
looked toward the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation: and* behold, the cloud covered it* 
and the glory of the Lord appeared. And 
Moses and Aaron came before the tabernacle 
of the congregation. And the Lord spake 
unto Moses* saying* Get you up from among 
this congregation* that I may consume them 
as in a moment. And they fell upon their 
faces. And Moses said unto Aaron* Take a 
censer, and put fire therein from off the altar* 
and put on incense* and go quickly unto the 
congregation* and make an atonement for 
them: for there is wrath gone out from the 
Lord; the plague is begun. And Aaron took 
as Moses commanded, and ran into the midst 
of the congregation; and* behold* the plague 
was begun among the people: and he put on 
incense* and made an atonement for the 
people. And he stood between the dead and 
the living; and the plague was stayed. Now 
they that died in the plague were fourteen 
thousand and seven hundred* beside them 
that died about the matter of Korah. And 
Aaron returned unto Moses unto the door of 
the tabernacle of the congregation: and the 
plague was stayed. 

Treasure Faith’s Tokens 

And the Lord spake unto Moses* saying* 
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Speak unto the children of Israel* and take 
of every one of them a rod according to the 
house of their fathers* of all their princes 
according to the house of their fathers twelve 
rods : write thou every man's name upon his 
rod. And thou shalt write Aaron's name 
upon the rod of Levi: for one rod shall be 
for the head of the house of their fathers. 
And thou shalt lay them up in the tabernacle 
of the congregation before the testimony* 
where I will meet with you. And it shall 
come to pass* that the man’s rod* whom I 
shall choose* shall blossom: and I will make 
to cease from me the murmurings of the 
children of Israel* whereby they murmur 
against you. And Moses spake unto the chil- 
dren of Israel* and every one of their princes 
gave him a rod apiece* for each prince one, ac- 
cording to their fathers’ houses* even twelve 
rods : and the rod of Aaron was among their 
rods. And Moses laid up the rods before the 
Lord in the tabernacle of witness. 

And it came to pass* that on the morrow 
Moses went into the tabernacle of witness; 
and* behold, the rod of Aaron for the house 
of Levi was budded* and brought forth buds* 
and bloomed blossoms* and yielded almonds. 
And Moses brought out all the rods from 
before the Lord unto all the children of Is- 
rael : and they looked* and took every man his 
rod. And the Lord said unto Moses* Bring 
Aaron’s rod again before the testimony* to be 
kept for a token against the rebels; and thou 
shalt quite take away their murmurings from 
me* that they die not. And Moses did so: as 
the Lord commanded him* so did he. 

And the children of Israel spake unto 
Moses* saying* Behold* we die* we perish* we 
all perish. Whosoever cometh any thing near 
unto the tabernacle of the Lord shall die: 
shall we be consumed with dying? 

Preserve the Sanctuary 

And the Lord said unto Aaron* Thou and 
thy sons and thy father’s house with thee shall 
bear the iniquity of the sanctuary: and thou 
and thy sons with thee shall bear the iniquity 
of your priesthood. And thy brethren also 
of the tribe of Levi* the tribe of thy father* 
bring thou with thee* that they may be joined 
unto thee* and minister unto thee: but thou 
and thy sons with thee shall minister before 
the tabernacle of witness. And they shall 
keep thy charge* and the charge of all the 
tabernacle: only they shall not come nigh 
the vessels of the sanctuary and the altar* 
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that neither they, nor ye also, die. And they 
shall be joined unto thee, and keep the charge 
of the tabernacle of the congregation, for all 
the service of the tabernacle: and a stranger 
shall not come nigh unto you. And ye shall 
keep the charge of the sanctuary, and the 
charge of the altar: that there be no wrath 
any more upon the children of Israel. And 
I, behold, I have taken your brethren the 
Levites from among the children of Israel: 
to you they are given as a gift for the Lord, 
to do the service of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation. Therefore thou and thy sons with 
thee shall keep your priest’s office for every 
thing of the altar, and within the vail; and ye 
shall serve: I have given your priest’s office 
unto you as a service of gift: and the stranger 
that cometh nigh shall be put to death. 

The Covenant of Salt 
And the Lord spake unto Aaron, Behold, 
I also have given thee the charge of mine 
heave offerings of all the hallowed things of 
the children of Israel; unto thee have I given 
them by reason of the anointing, and to thy 
sons, by an ordinance for ever. This shall be 
thine of the most holy things, reserved from 
the fire: every oblation of theirs, every meat 
offering of theirs, and every sin offering of 
theirs, and every trespass offering of theirs, 
which they shall render unto me, shall be 
most\holy for thee and for thy sons. In the 
most holy place shalt thou eat it; every male 
shall eat it: it shall be holy unto thee. And 
this is thine; the heave offering of their gift, 
with all the wave offerings of the children of 
Israel: I have given them unto thee, and to 
thy sons and to thy daughters with thee, by 
a statute for ever: every one that is dean in 
thy house shall eat of it. All the best of the 
oil, and all the best of the wine, and of the 
wheat, the firstfruits of them which they shall 
offer unto the Lord, them have I given thee. 
And whatsoever is first ripe in the land, 
which they shall bring unto the Lord, shall 
be thine; every one that is clean in thine 
house shall eat of it. Every thing devoted in 
Israel shall be thine. Every thing that open- 
eth the matrix in all flesh, which they bring 
unto the Lord, whether it be of men or 


beasts, shall be thine: nevertheless the first- 
born of man shalt thou surely redeem, and 
the firstling of unclean beasts shalt thou re- 
deem. And those that are to be redeemed 
from a month old shalt thou redeem, accord- 
ing to thine estimation, for the money of five 
shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary, 
which is twenty gerahs. But the firstling of 
a cow, or the firstling of a sheep, or the first- 
ling of a goat, thou shalt not redeem; they 
are holy: thou shalt sprinkle their blood upon 
the altar, and shalt bum their fat for an 
offering made by fire, for a sweet savour unto 
the Lord. And the flesh of them shall be 
thine, as the wave breast and as the right 
shoulder are thine. All the heave offerings 
of the holy things, which the children of 
Israel offer unto the Lord, have I given thee, 
and thy sons and thy daughters with thee, 
by a statute for ever: it is a covenant of salt 1 
for ever before the Lord unto thee and to thy 
seed with thee. And the Lord spake unto 
Aaron, Thou shalt have no inheritance in 
their land, neither shalt thou have any part 
among them: I am thy part and thine in- 
heritance among the children of Israel. 

The Protective Guard 

And. behold, I have given the children of 
Levi all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, 
for their service which they serve, even the 
service of the tabernacle of the congregation. 
Neither must the children of Israel hence- 
forth come nigh the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, lest they bear sin, and die. 2 But 
the Levites shall do the service of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, and they shall bear 
their iniquity: it shall be a statute for ever 
throughout your generations, that among the 
children of Israel they have no inheritance. 
But the tithes of the children of Israel, which 
they offer as an heave offering unto the Lord, 
I have given to the Levites to inherit: there- 
fore I have said unto them. Among the chil- 
dren of Israel they shall have no inheritance. 

A Sacred Trust 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Thus speak unto the Levites, and say Unto 


1 Taking salt together— eating together— was the sign and seal of an inviolable covenant of friendship. 
Salt prevents decay and corruption, and makes the covenant seasoned with it, lasting and incorruptible. 

2 It was thought to be dangerous for ordinary mortals to touch holy things. In one sense, therefore. Priests 
and Levites formed a sort of protection for worshippers, and for this service were entitled to be paid. The 
people paid the Levites, and the Levites in turn paid the priests their share of the gifts received. Priests and 
Levites belonged to the same tribe, but the Priests were the direct descendants of Aaron and his sons. Levites 
were subordinate ministers who could not serve at the altar. 
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them* When ye take of the children of Israel 
the tithes which I have given you from them 
for your inheritance* then ye shall offer up 
an heave offering of it for the Lord* even a 
tenth part of the tithe. And this your heave 
offering shall be reckoned unto you* as 
though it were the com of the threshing- 
floor* and as the fulness of the winepress* 
Thus ye also shall offer an heave offering 
unto the Lord of all your tithes* which ye 
receive of the children of Israel; and ye shall 
give thereof the Lord’s heave offering to 
Aaron the priest. Out of all your gifts ye 
shall offer every heave offering of the Lord* 
of all the best thereof* even the hallowed part 
thereof out of it. Therefore thou shalt say 
unto them* When ye have heaved the best 
thereof from it* then it shall be counted unto 
the Levites as the increase of the threshing- 
floor* and as the increase of the winepress. 
And ye shall eat it in every place* ye and your 
households; for it is your reward for your 
service in the tabernacle of the congregation. 
And ye shall bear no sin by reason of it* when 
ye have heaved from it the best of it: neither 
shall ye pollute the holy things of the chil- 
dren of Israel* lest ye die. 

Without Spot or Blemish 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto 
Aaron* saying, This is the ordinance of the 
law which the Lord hath commanded* say- 
ing* Speak unto the children of Israel* that 
they bring thee a red heifer without spot* 
wherein is no blemish* 1 and upon which never 
came yoke : and ye shall give her unto Eleazar 
the priest* that he may bring her forth with- 
out the camp* and one shall slay her before 
his face; and Eleazar the priest shall take of 
her blood with his finger* and sprinkle of her 
blood directly before the tabernacle of the 
congregation seven times : and one shall burn 
the heifer in his sight; her skin* and her flesh* 
and her blood* with her dung, shall he burn: 
and the priest shall take cedar wood* and 
hyssop* and scarlet* and cast it into the midst 
of the burning of the heifer. Then the priest 
shall wash his clothes* and he shall bathe his 
flesh in water* and afterward he shall come 
into the camp* and the priest shall be un- 
clean until the even. And he that burneth 
her shall wash his clothes in water* and bathe 
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his flesh in water* and shall be unclean until 
the even. And a man that is clean shall 
gather up the ashes of the heifer* and lay 
them up without the camp in a clean place* 
and it shall be kept' for the congregation of 
the children of Israel for a water of separa- 
tion: it is a purification for sin. And he that 
gathereth the ashes of the heifer shall wash 
his clothes* and be unclean until the even: 
and it shall be unto the children of Israel* 
and unto the stranger that sojourneth among 
them* for a statute for ever. 

He that toucheth the dead body of any 
man shall be unclean seven days. ■ He shall 
purify himself with it on the third day* and 
on the seventh day he shall be clean: but if 
he purify not himself the third day* then the 
seventh day he shall not be clean. Whoso- 
ever toucheth the dead body of any man that 
is dead* and purifieth not himself* defileth 
the tabernacle of the Lord; and that soul 
shall be cut off from Israel : because the water 
of separation was not sprinkled upon him* 
he shall be unclean; his uncleanness is yet 
upon him. 

This is the law* when a man dieth in a 
tent: all that come into the tent* and all that 
is in the tent, shall be unclean seven days. 
And every open vessel* which hath no cover- 
ing bound upon it* is unclean. And whoso- 
ever toucheth one that is slain with a sword 
in the open fields* or a dead body* or a bone 
of a man* or a grave* shall be unclean seven 
days. And for an unclean person they shall 
take of the ashes of the burnt heifer of purifi- 
cation for sin* and running water shall be put 
thereto in a vessel: and a clean person shall 
take hyssop* and dip it in the water* and 
sprinkle it upon the tent* and upon all the 
vessels* and upon the persons that were there* 
and upon him that touched a bone* or one 
slain* or one dead* or a grave : and the clean 
person shall sprinkle upon the unclean on the 
third day* and on the seventh day: and on 
the seventh day he shall purify himself* and 
wash his clothes* and bathe himself in water* 
and shall be clean at even. 

But the man that shall be unclean* and 
shall not purify himself* that soul shall be 
cut off from among the congregation, be- 
cause he hath defiled the sanctuary of the 
Lord: the water of separation hath not been 


1 The final word of this address to the new generation is that they shall be without fault, and the appeal is 
driven home by recalling the ancient ritual of purification, whereby the cleansing property of water was 
supposed to be intensified by having the ashes of a red (blood-coloured) heifer mixed with it. We do not believe 
in this means of purification, but every generation needs to study cleanliness and fitness. 



NUMBERS 19 * 20 

sprinkled upon him* he is unclean., And it 
shall be a perpetual statute unto them* that 
he that sprinkleth the water of separation 
shall wash his clothes 5 and he that toucheth 


the water of separation shall be unclean until 
even. And whatsoever the unclean person 
toucheth shall be unclean; and the soul that 
toucheth it shall be unclean until even. 


MARCHING TOWARDS THE SUNRISE 

NUMBERS CHAPTERS 20, i— 22, x 

There is still some trace of the rebellious spirit of their fathers in the new generation, 
but they keep marching on, though the road is rough and progress is difficult. Whichever 
way they turn, their request to be allowed to go forward without doing damage to 
anything or any one is met by armed opposition. 


T HEN came the children of Israel* 
even the whole congregation* into 
the desert of Zin in the first month: 
and the people abode in Kadesh; 
and Miriam died there* and was buried 
there. 

And there was no water for the congrega- 
tion: and they gathered themselves together 
against Moses and against Aaron. And the 
people chode with Moses* and spake* saying* 
Would God that we had died when our 
brethren died before the Lord! And why 
have ye brought up the congregation of the 
Lord into this wilderness* that we and our 
cattle should die there? And wherefore have 
ye made us to come up out of Egypt* to 
bring us in unto this evil place? it is no place 
of seed* or of figs* or of vines* or of pome- 
granates; neither is there any water to drink. 
And Moses and Aaron went from the pre- 
sence of the assembly unto the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation* and they fell 
upon their faces: and the glory of the Lord 
appeared unto them. And the Lord spake 
unto Moses* saying* Take the rod* and gather 
thou the assembly together* thou* and Aaron 
thy brother* and speak ye unto the rock 
before their eyes ; and it shall give forth his 
water* and thou shalt bring forth to them 
water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the 
congregation and their beasts drink. And 
Moses took the rod from before the Lord* 
as he commanded him. 

And Moses and Aaron gathered the con- 
gregation together before the rock* and he 
said unto them* Hear now* ye rebels; must 
we fetch you water out of this rock? And 


Moses lifted up his hand* and with Ms rod he 
smote the rock twice: and the water came out 
abundantly* and the congregation drank* and 
their beasts also. And the Lord spake unto 
Moses and Aaron* Because ye believed me 
not* to sanctify me in the eyes of the children 
of Israel* therefore ye shall not bring this 
congregation into the land wMch I have 
given them . 1 This is the water of Meribah; 
because the children of Israel strove with the 
Lord* and he was sanctified in them. 

Let us pass 

And Moses sent messengers from Kadesh 
unto the king of Edom* Thus saith thy 
brother Israel* Thou knowest all the travail 
that hath befallen us: how our fathers went 
down into Egypt* and we have dwelt in Egypt 
a long time; and the Egyptians vexed us* and 
our fathers: and when we cried unto the 
Lord* he heard our voice* and sent an angel* 
and hath brought us forth out of Egypt: and* 
behold* we are in Kadesh* a city in the utter- 
most of thy border: let us pass* I pray thee* 
through thy country : we will not pass through 
the fields* or through the vineyards* neither 
will we drink of the water of the wells: we 
will go by the king’s high way* we will not 
turn to the right hand nor to the left* until 
we have passed thy borders. And Edom said 
unto him* Thou shalt not pass by me* lest 
I come out against thee with the sword. And 
the children of Israel said unto him* We will 
go by the high way: and if I and my cattle 
drink of thy water* then I will pay for it: I 
will only* without doing any thing else* go 
through on my feet. And he said* Thou shalt 


1 It is difficult to say precisely what his sin was. Some think it was impatience with the people* others* 
anger* whereas some say the vagueness is intentional* so that his sin* like his grave* is unknown (cf. Ps. io6* 33). 



The new generation of the twentieth century % eager to advance , with the sunlight of 
a wonderful era in its eyes, finds guns thrown across its path . 


not go through. And Edom came out against 
him with much people, and with a strong 
hand. Thus Edom refused to give Israel 
passage through his border: wherefore Israel 
turned away from him. 

The Death of Aaron 

And the children of Israel, even the whole 
congregation, journeyed from Kadesh, and 
came unto mount Hor. And the Lord spake 
unto Moses and Aaron in mount Hor, by the 
coast of the land of Edom, saying, Aaron 
shall be gathered unto his people : for he shall 
not enter into the land which I have given 
unto the children of Israel, because ye re- 
belled against my word at the water of Meri- 
bah. Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and 
bring them up unto mount Hor: and strip 
Aaron of his garments, and put them upon 
Eleazar his son: and Aaron shall be gathered 
unto his people, and shall die there. And 
Moses did as the Lord commanded: and 
they went up into mount Hor in the sight of 
all the congregation. And Moses stripped 
Aaron of his garments, and put them upon 
Eleazar his son; and Aaron died there in the 
top of the mount: and Moses and Eleazar 
came down from the mount. And when all 
the congregation saw that Aaron was dead, 
they mourned for Aaron thirty days, even all 
the house of Israel. 

An Attack on Israel 

And when king Arad the Canaanite, which 
dwelt in the south, heard tell that Israel 


came by the way of the spies ; then he fought 
against Israel, and took some of them 
prisoners. And Israel vowed a vow unto the 
Lord, and said. If thou wilt indeed deliver 
this people into my hand, then I will utterly 
destroy their cities. And the Lord hearkened 
to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the 
Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them 
and their cities: and he called the name of 
the place Hormah. 

A Discouraged People 

And they journeyed from mount Hor by 
the way of the Red sea, to compass the land 
of Edom: and the soul of the people was 
much discouraged because of the way. And 
the people spake against God, and against 
Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out 
of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there 
is no bread, neither is there any water; and 
our soul loatheth this light bread. And the 
Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, 
and they bit the people; and much people of 
Israel died. Therefore the people came to 
Moses, and said. We have sinned, for we 
have spoken against the Lord, and against 
thee; pray unto the Lord, that he take away 
the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for 
the people. And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a 
pole : and it shall come to pass, that every one 
that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall 
live. And Moses made a serpent of brass, 
and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, 
that if a serpent had bitten any man, when 
he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived. 




Marching On 

And the children of Israel set forward, and 
pitched in Oboth. And they journeyed from 
Oboth, and pitched at Ije-abarim, in the 
wilderness which is before Moab, toward the 
sunrising. From thence they removed, and 
pitched in the valley of ZarecL From thence 
they removed, and pitched on the other side 
of Amon, which is in the wilderness that 
cometh out of the coasts of the Amorites : for 
Amon is the border of Moab, between Moab 
and the Amorites, Wherefore it is said in the 
book of the wars of the Lord, 

What he did in the Red sea. 

And in the brooks of Amon, 

And at the stream of the brooks 
That goeth down to the dwelling of Ar, 
And lieth upon the border of Moab. 

And from thence they went to Beer: that 
is the well whereof the Lord spake unto 
Moses, Gather the people together, and I 
will give them water. 

Then Israel sang this song. 

Spring up, O well; sing ye unto it: 

The princes digged the well. 

The nobles of the people digged it, 

By the direction of the lawgiver, with their 
staves. 

And from the wilderness they went to Mat- 
tanah: and from Mattanah to Nahaliel: and 
from Nahaliel to Bamoth: and from Bamoth 
in the valley, that is in the country of Moab, 
to the top of Pisgah, which looketh toward 
Jeshimon. 

Opposed by Amorites 

And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon 
king of the Amorites, saying. Let me pass 
through thy land: we will not turn into the 
fields, or into the vineyards; we will not 
drink of the waters of the well: but we will 
go along by the king’s high way, until we be 
past thy borders. And Sihon would not 
suffer Israel to pass through his border: but 
Sihon gathered all his people together, and 
went out against Israel into the wilderness : 
and he came to Jahaz, and fought against 
Israel. And Israel smote him with the edge 


of the sword, and possessed Ms land from 
Amon unto Jabbok, even unto the children 
of Ammon: for the border of the children of 
Ammon was strong. And Israel took all these 
cities : and Israel dwelt in all the cities of the 
Amorites, in Heshbon, and in all the villages 
thereof. For Heshbon was the city of Sihon 
the king of the Amorites, who had fought 
against the former king of Moab, and taken 
all his land out of his hand, even unto 
Arnon. Wherefore they that speak in pro- 
verbs say. 

Come into Heshbon, 

Let the city of Sihon be built and pre- 
pared: 

For there is a fire gone out of Heshbon, 

A flame from the city of Sihon: 

It hath consumed Ar of Moab, 

And the lords of the high places of Arnon. 

Woe to thee, Moab! 

Thou art undone, O people of Chemosh: 

He hath given his sons that escaped. 

And his daughters, into captivity 

Unto Sihon king of the Amorites. 

We have shot at them ; Heshbon is perished 
even unto Dibon, 

And we have laid them waste even unto 
Nophah, 

Which reacheth unto Medeba. 

Thus Israel dwelt in the land of the Amorites. 
And Moses sent to spy out Jaazer, and they 
took the villages thereof, and drove out the 
Amorites that were there. 

Attacked by the King of Bashan 

And they turned and went up by the way 
of Bashan: and Og the king of Bashan went 
out against them, he, and all his people, to 
the battle at Edrei. And the Lord said unto 
Moses, Fear him not: for I have delivered 
him into thy hand, and all Ms people, and Ms 
land; and thou shalt do to him as thou didst 
unto Sihon king of the Amorites, which 
dwelt at Heshbon. So they smote him, and 
Ms sons, and all Ms people, until there was 
none left him alive: and they possessed Ms 
land. And the children of Israel set forward, 
and pitched in the plains of Moab on this 
side Jordan by Jericho . 1 


1 The r °ute by which they travelled from Kadesh to the plains of Moab is not easily deter min ed. On the 
map, p. 187, we have shown the traditional direction of the march, which is based on the statements (p. 177) 
that they journeyed by way of the Red Sea to compass the land of Edom*, and that ‘the soul of the people 
was much discouraged because of the way*. But there is something to be said for the view that the route 
taken was in a north-easterly direction from Kadesh, and then directly north into the land of Moab. According 
to the references to time in the text, this seems to be the more probable direction of the journey. It would 
appear that two different versions have been blended in the narrative which has come down to us. 
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Deadly instruments of war invented in the present century 

AGAINST MASSED HOSTILE FORCES 


NUMBERS CHAPTERS 22, 2—25, 18 

The new race of God-inspired humanity marches on in spite of all the forces arrayed 
against it . There is something of the modern outlook in Balak’s urgent endeavour to 
add to his forces the most terrible weapon of destruction he could find. It was believed 
in those days that a curse could deal a swift and sudden blow to unsuspecting people, and 
that they could do nothing to prevent it. There is, of course , a vast difference between, 
the imaginary dangers of curses and the very real dangers of aircraft bombers, but 
bombs from aircraft can no more destroy the spiritual forces of God in these days than 
the utterances of a pagan diviner could destroy the people of God in those days . 


1ND Balak the son of Zippor saw all that 
/ v\ Israel had done to the Amorites. 

/***% And Moab was sore afraid of the 
JL JIL people, because they were many: 
and Moab was distressed because of the chil- 
dren of Israel. And Moab said unto the 
elders of Midian, Now shall this company 
lick up all that are round about us, as the ox 
licketh up the grass of the field. And Balak 
the son of Zippor was king of the Moabites 
at that time. He sent messengers therefore 
unto Balaam the son of Beor to Pethor, which 
is by the river of the land of the children of 
his people, to call him, saying. Behold, there 
is a people come out from Egypt : behold, they 
cover the face of the earth, and they abide 
over against me : come now therefore, I pray 
thee, curse me this people; for they are too 
mighty for me: peradventure I shall prevail, 
that we may smite them, and that I may 
drive them out of the land: for I wot that he 
whom thou blessest is blessed, and he whom 
thou cursest is cursed. 

And the elders of Moab and the elders of 
Midian departed with the rewards of divina- 
tion in their hand; and they came unto Ba- 


laam, and spake unto him the words of Balak. 
And he said unto them. Lodge - here this 
night, and I will bring you word again, as the 
Lord shall speak unto me: and the princes 
of Moab abode with Balaam. And God came 
unto Balaam, and said, What men are these 
with thee? And Balaam said unto God, 
Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, hath 
sent unto me, saying, Behold, there is a 
people come out of Egypt, which covereth 
the face of the earth: come now, curse me 
them; peradventure I shall be able to over- 
come them, and drive them out. And God 
said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with 
them; thou shalt not curse the people: for 
they are blessed. And Balaam rose up in the 
morning, and said unto the princes of Balak, 
Get you into your land: for the Lord re- 
fused! to give me leave to go with you. And 
the princes of Moab rose up, and they went 
unto Balak, and said, Balaam refuseth to 
come with us. 

And Balak sent yet again princes, more, 
and more honourable than they. And they 
came to Balaam, and said to him, Thus saith 
Balak the son of Zippor, Let nothing, I pray 


JNUIVmiJiCO ZZ* 10 

thee* hinder thee from coming unto me: for 
I will promote thee unto very great honour* 
and I will do whatsoever thou sayest unto 
me: come therefore* I pray thee* curse roe 
this people. And Balaam answered and said 
unto the servants of Balak* If Balak would 
give me his house full of silver and gold* I 
cannot go beyond the word of the Lord my 
God* to do less or more. Now therefore* I 
pray you* tarry ye also here this night * 1 that I 
may know what the Lord will say unto me 
more. And God came unto Balaam at night* 
and said unto him* If the men come to call 
thee* rise up* and go with them; but yet the 
word which I shall say unto thee* that shall 
thou do. 

God opens Balaam's Eyes 

And Balaam rose up in the morning* and 
saddled his ass* and went with the princes of 
Moab. And God's anger was kindled be- 
cause he went: and the angel of the Lord 
stood in the way for an adversary against 
him. Now he was riding upon his ass* and 
his two servants were with him. And the ass 
saw the angel of the Lord standing in the 
way* and his sword drawn in his hand: and 
the ass turned aside out of the way* and went 
into the field: and Balaam smote the ass* to 
turn her into the way. But the angel of the 
Lord stood in a path of the vineyards* a wall 
being on this side* and a wall on that side. 
And when the ass saw the angel of the Lord* 
she thrust herself unto the wall* and crushed 
Balaam’s foot against the wall: and he smote 
her again. And the angel of the Lord went 
further* and stood in a narrow place* where 
was no way to turn either to the right hand 
or to the left. And when the ass saw the angel 
of the Lord* she fell down under Balaam: 
and Balaam’s anger was kindled* and he 
smote the ass with a staff. And the Lord 
opened the mouth of the ass* and she said 
unto Balaam* What have I done unto thee* 
that thou hast smitten me these three times? 
And Balaam said unto the ass* Because thou 
hast mocked me: I would there were a sword 
in mine hand, for now would I kill thee. And 
the ass said unto Balaam* Am not I thine ass* 
upon which thou hast ridden ever since I 
was thine unto this day? was I ever wont to 
do so unto thee? And he said* Nay. 

Then the Lord opened the eyes of Ba- 
laam* and he saw the angel of the Lord 
standing in the way* and his sword drawn in 
1 Is it possible that the spes 


his hand: and he bowed down his head* and 
fell fiat on his face. And the angel of the 
Lord said unto him* Wherefore hast thou 
smitten thine ass these three times? behold* 
I went out to withstand thee* because thy 
way is perverse before me: and the ass saw 
me* and turned from me these three times: 
unless she had turned from me* surely now 
also I had slain thee* and saved her alive. 
And Balaam said unto the angel of the Lord* 
I have sinned; for I knew not that thou 
stoodest in the way against me: now there- 
fore* if it displease thee* I will get me back 
again. And the angel of the Lord said unto 
Balaam* Go with the men: but only the word 
that I shall speak unto thee* that thou shall 
speak. So Balaam went with the princes of 
Balak. 

The New Humanity 

And when Balak heard that Balaam was 
come* he went out to meet him unto a city 
of Moab* which is in the border of Amon* 
which is in the utmost coast. And Balak said 
unto Balaam* Did I not earnestly send unto 
thee to call thee ? wherefore earnest thou not 
unto me? am I not able indeed to promote 
thee to honour ? And Balaam said unto Balak* 
Lo* I am come unto thee: have I now any 
power at all to say any thing? the word that 
God putteth in my mouth, that shall I speak. 
And Balaam went with Balak* and they came 
unto Kirjath-huzoth. And Balak offered oxen 
and sheep* and sent to Balaam* and to the 
princes that were with him. 

And it came to pass on the morrow* that 
Balak took Balaam, and brought him up into 
the high places of Baal* that thence he might 
see the utmost part of the people. And Ba- 
laam said unto Balak* Build me here seven 
altars* and prepare me here seven oxen and 
seven rams. And Balak did as Balaam had 
spoken; and Balak and Balaam offered on 
every altar a bullock and a ram. And Balaam 
said unto Balak* Stand by thy burnt offering* 
and I will go: peradventure the Lord will 
come to meet me : and whatsoever he sheweth 
me I will tell thee. And he went to an high 
place. And God met Balaam: and he said 
unto him* I have prepared seven altars* and I 
have offered upon every altar a bullock and 
a ram. And the Lord put a word in Ba- 
laam’s mouth* and said* Return unto Balak* 
and thus thou shalt speak. And he returned 
unto him* and* lo* he stood by his burnt 
ng ass was part of a dream? 


sacrifice, he, and all the princes of Moab. 
And he took up his parable, and said, 

Balak the king of Moab hath brought me 
from Aram, 

Out of the mountains of the east. 

Saying, Come, curse me Jacob, 

And come, defy Israel. * 

How shall I curse, whom God hath not 
cursed ? 

Or how shall I defy, whom the Lord hath 
not defied? 

For from the top of the rocks I see him. 
And from the hills I behold him : 

Lo, the people shall dwell alone, 

And shall not be reckoned among the 
nations. 

Who can count the dust of Jacob, 

And the number of the fourth part of 
Israel? 

Let me die the death of the righteous. 
And let my last end be like his! 

And Balak said unto Balaam, What hast thou 
done unto me? I took thee to curse mine 
epemies, and, behold, thou hast blessed them 
altogether. And he answered and said, Must 
I not take heed to speak that which the Lord 
hath put in my mouth? 

Their God 

And Balak said unto him. Come, I pray 
thee, with me unto another place, from 
whence thou mayest see them: thou shalt see 
but the utmost part of them, and shalt not 
see them all: and curse me them from thence. 
And he brought him into the field of Zophim, 
to the top of Pisgah, and built seven altars, 
and offered a bullock and a ram on every 
altar. And he said unto Balak, Stand here by 
thy burnt offering, while I meet the Lord 
yonder. And the Lord met Balaam, and put 
a word in his mouth, and said. Go again unto 
Balak, and say thus. And when he came to 
him, behold, he stood by his burnt offering, 
and the princes of Moab with him. And 
Balak said unto him. What hath the Lord 
spoken ? And he took up his parable, and said. 
Rise up, Balak, and hear; 

Hearken unto me, thou son of Zippor: 
God is not a man, that he should lie; 
Neither the son of man, that he should 
repent: 

Hath he said, and shall he not do it? 

Or hath he spoken, and shall he not make 
it good? 

Behold, I have received commandment to 
bless: 
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And he hath blessed; and I cannot re- 
verse it. 

He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, 
Neither hath he seen perverseness in Israel : 
The Lord his God is with him. 

And the shout of a king is among them. 
God brought them out of Egypt; 

He hath as it were the strength of an uni- 
corn. 

Surely there is no enchantment against 
Jacob, 

Neither is there any divination against 
Israel: 

According to this time it shall be said of 
Jacob and of Israel, 

What hath God wrought! 

Behold, the people shall rise up as a great 
lion. 

And lift up himself as a young lion: 

He shall not lie down until he eat of the 
prey, 

And drink the blood of the slain. 

And Balak said unto Balaam, Neither curse 
them at all, nor bless them at all. But Ba- 
laam answered and said unto Balak, Told not 
I thee, saying. All that the Lord speaketh, 
that I must do ? 

Their Destiny 

And Balak said unto Balaam, Come, I pray 
thee, I will bring thee unto another place; 
peradventure it will please God that thou 
mayest curse me them from thence. And 
Balak brought Balaam unto the top of Peor, 
that looketh toward Jeshimon. And Balaam 
said unto Balak, Build me here seven altars, 
and prepare me here seven bullocks and 
seven rams. And Balak did as Balaam had 
said, and offered a bullock and a ram on 
every altar. And when Balaam saw that it 
pleased the Lord to bless Israel, he went not, 
as at other times, to seek for enchantments, 
but he set his face toward the wilderness. 
And Balaam lifted up his eyes, and he saw 
Israel abiding in his tents according to their 
tribes; and the spirit of God came upon him. 
And he took up his parable, and said, 
Balaam the son of Beor hath said, 

And the man whose eyes are open hath 
said: 

He hath said, which heard the words of God, 
Which saw the vision of the Almighty, 
Falling into a trance, but having his eyes 
open: 

How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, 

And thy tabernacles, O Israel! 
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As the valleys are they spread forth, 

As gardens by the river’s side. 

As the trees of lign aloes which the Lord 
hath planted. 

And as cedar trees beside the waters. 

He shall pour the water out of his buckets. 
And his seed shall be in many waters. 
And his king shall be higher than Agag, 
And his kingdom shall be exalted. 

God brought him forth out of Egypt; 

He hath as it were the strength of an uni- 
corn: 

He shall eat up the nations Ms enemies. 
And shall break their bones. 

And pierce them through with Ms arrows. 
He couched, he lay down as a lion, 

And as a great lion: who shall stir Mm 
up? 

Blessed is he that blesseth thee. 

And cursed is he that curseth thee. 

And Balak’s anger was kindled against Ba- 
laam, and he smote Ms hands together: and 
Balak said unto Balaam, I called thee to 
curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast 
altogether blessed them these three times. 
Therefore now flee thou to thy place: I 
thought to promote thee unto great honour; 
but, lo, the Lord hath kept thee back from 
honour. And Balaam said unto Balak, Spake 
I not also to thy messengers wMch thou 
sentest unto me, saying. If Balak would give 
me Ms house full of silver and gold, I cannot 
go beyond the commandment of the Lord, 
to do either good or bad of mine own mind; 
but what the Lord saith, that will I speak? 
And now, behold, I go unto my people: 
come therefore, and I will advertise thee 
what tMs people shall do to thy people in the 
latter days. And he took up his parable, and 
said, 

Balaam the son of Beor hath said. 

And the man whose eyes are open hath 
said: 

He hath said, which heard the words of 
God, 

And knew the knowledge of the most 
High, 

WMch saw the vision of the Almighty, 
Falling into a trance, but having Ms eyes 
open: 

I shall see him, but not now: 

I shall behold him, but not nigh: 

There shall come a Star out of Jacob, 
And a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, 


And shall smite the comers of Moab, 

And destroy all the children of Sheth. 
And Edom shall be a possession, 

Seir also shall be a possession for his 
enemies ; 

And Israel shall do valiantly. 

Out of Jacob shall come he that shall have 
dominion, 

And shall destroy him that remaincth of 

the city. 

And when he looked on Amalek, he took 
up Ms parable, and said, 

Amalek was the first of the nations; 

But Ms latter end shall be that he perish 

for ever. 

And he looked on the Kenites, and took 
up Ms parable, and said, 

Strong is thy dwellingplace. 

And thou puttest thy nest in a rock. 
Nevertheless the Kenite shall be wasted, 
Until Asshur shall carry thee away cap- 
tive. 

And he took up Ms parable, and said, 

Alas, who shall live when God doeth tMs! 
And sMps shall come from the coast of 
CMttim, 

And shall afflict Asshur, and shall afflict 
Eber, 

And he also shall perish for ever. 

And Balaam rose up, and went and returned 
to his place: and Balak also went Ms way. 

Their Danger 

And Israel abode in Shittim, and the 
people began to commit whoredom with 
the daughters of Moab. 1 And they called the 
people unto the sacrifices of their gods: and 
the people did eat, and bowed down to their 
gods. And Israel joined himself unto Baal- 
peor : and the anger of the Lord was kindled 
against Israel. And the Lord said unto 
Moses, Take all the heads of the people, and 
hang them up before the Lord against the 
sun, that the fierce anger of the Lord may be 
turned away from Israel. And Moses said 
unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye every one 
his men that were joined unto Baal-peor. 

And, behold, one of the children of Is- 
rael came and brought unto his brethren a 
Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, 
and in the sight of all the congregation of the 
children of Israel, who were weeping before 
the door of the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion. And when PMnehas, the son ofEleazar, 
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ot the dangers that attend times of prosperity and peace. 



the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose 
up from among the congregation* and took 
a javelin in his hand; and he went after the 
man of Israel into the tent* and thrust both 
of them through* the man of Israel* and the 
woman through her belly. So the plague was 
stayed from the children of Israel. And those 
that died in the plague were twenty and four 
thousand. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses* saying* 
Phinehas* the son of Eleazar* the son of 
Aaron the priest* hath turned my wrath away 
from the children of Israel* while he was 
zealous for my sake among them* that I con- 
sumed not the children of Israel in my 
jealousy. Wherefore say* Behold* I give unto 
him my covenant of peace: and he shall have 
it* and his seed after him* even the covenant 
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of an everlasting priesthood ; because he was 
zealous for his God* and made an atonement 
for the children of Israel. 

Now the name of the Israelite that was 
slain* even that was slain with the Midianitish 
woman* was Zimri* the son of Salu* a prince 
of a chief house among the Simeonites. And 
the name of the Midianitish woman that was 
slain was Cozbi* the daughter of Zur; he was 
head over a people* and of a chief house in 
Midian. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses*, saying* 
Vex the Midianites* and smite them : for they 
vex you with their wiles* wherewith they have 
beguiled you in the matter of Pebr* and in the 
matter of Cozbi* the daughter of a prince of 
Midian* their sister, which was slain in the 
day of the plague for Peor’s sake. 


FAMOUS NAMES IN THE GALLANT COMPANY 

NUMBERS CHAPTERS 26, 1—27, 2J 

And the heroism of the unnamed ; for the list includes the sons and daughters of dis- 
honoured families who went bravely on under the shadow of a sullied reputation . 


Sons and their Families 
AND it came to pass after the plague* that 
the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Eleazar 
the son of Aaron the priest* saying* Take the 
sum of all the congregation of the children 
of Israel* from twenty years old and upward* 
throughout their fathers 5 house, all that are 
able to go to war in Israel. And Moses and 
Eleazar the priest spake with them in the 
plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho* say- 
ing* Take the sum of the people* from twenty 
years old and upward; as the Lord com- 
manded Moses and the children of Israel* 
which went forth out of the land of Egypt. 

Reuben* the eldest son of Israel: the chil- 
dren of Reuben; Hanoch* of whom cometh 
the family of the Hanochites: of Pallu* the 
family of the Palluites : of Hezron* the family 
of the Hezronites : of Carmi* the family of the 
Carmites. These are the families of the Reu- 
benites : and they that were numbered of 
them were forty and three thousand and 
seven hundred and thirty. And the sons of 
Pallu ; Eliab . And the sons of Eliab ; Nemuel* 
and Dathan* and Abiram. This is that Da- 
than and Abiram* which were famous in the 
congregation* who strove against Moses and 


against Aaron in the company of Korah* 
when they strove against the Lord: and the 
earth opened her mouth* and swallowed them 
up together with Korah* when that company 
died* what time the fire devoured two hun- 
dred and fifty men: and they became a sign. 
Notwithstanding the children of Korah died 
not. 

The sons of Simeon after their families: 
of Nemuel* the family of the Nemuelites: of 
Jamin* the family of the Jaminites : of Jachin* 
the family of the Jachinites: of Zerah* the 
family of the Zarhites: of Shaul* the family 
of the Shaulites. These are the families of 
the Simeonites* twenty and two thousand 
and two hundred. 

The children of Gad after their families: 
of Zephon* the family of the Zephonites: of 
Haggi* the family of the Haggites: of Shuni* 
the family of the Shunites: of Ozni* the 
family of the Oznites : of Eri* the family of the 
Erites : of Arod* the family of the Arodites : 
of Areli* the family of the Arelites. These 
are the families of the children of Gad ac- 
cording to those that were numbered of them* 
forty thousand and five hundred. 

The sons of Judah were Er and Onan: and 
Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan* 
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And the sons of Judah after their families 
were; of Shelah, the family of the Shelanites : 
of Pharez, the family of the Pharzites: of 
Zerah, the family of the Zarhites. And the 
sons of Pharez were; of Hezron, the family 
of the Hezronites: of Hamul, the family of 
the Haxnulites. These are the families of 
Judah according to those that were num- 
bered of them, threescore and sixteen thou- 
sand and five hundred. 

Of the sons of Issachar after their families : 
of Tola, the family of the Tolaites : of Pua, the 
family of the Punites: of Jashub, the family 
of the Jashubites: of Shimron, the family of 
the Shimronites. These are the families of 
Issachar according to those that were num- 
bered of them, threescore and four thou- 
sand and three hundred. 

Of the sons of Zebulun after their families : 
of Sered, the family of the Sardites: of Elon, 
the family of the Elonites: of Jahleel, the 
family of the Jahleelites. These are the 
families of the Zebulunites according to those 
that were numbered of them, threescore thou- 
sand and five hundred. 

The sons of Joseph after their families 
were Manasseh and Ephraim. Of the sons of 
Manasseh: of Machir, the family of the 
Machirites: and Machir begat Gilead: of 
Gilead come the family of the Gileadites. 
These are the sons of Gilead: of Jeezer, the 
family of the Jeezerites: of Helek, the family 
of the Helekites: and of Asriel, the family of 
the Asrielites : and of Shechem, the family of 
the Shechemites: and of Shemida, the family 
of the Shemidaites: and of Hepher, the 
family of the Hepherites. And Zelophehad 
the son of Hepher had iio sons, but daughters : 
and the names of the daughters of Zelophe- 
had were Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Mil- 
cah, and Tirzah. These are the families of 
Manasseh, and those that were numbered of 
them, fifty and two thousand and seven 
hundred. 

These are the sons of Ephraim after their 
families: of Shuthelah, the family of the 
Shuthalhites: of Becher, the family of the 
Baehrites: of Tahan, the family of the Ta« 
hanites. And these are the sons of Shuthe- 
lah: of Eran, the family of the Eranites. 
These are the families of the sons of Ephraim 
according to those that were numbered of 
them, thirty and two thousand and five hun- 
dred. These are the sons of Joseph after 
their families. 

The sons of Benjamin after their famili es: 


of Bela, the family of the Belaites : of Ashbel, 
the family of the Ashbelites: of Ahiram, the 
family of the Ahiramites: of Shupham, the 
family of the Shuphamites: of Hupham, 
the family of the Huphamites. And the sons 
of Bela were Ard and Naaman: of Ard, the 
family of the Ardites: and of Naaman, the 
family of the Naamites. These are the sons 
of Benjamin after their families: and they 
that were numbered of them were forty and 
five thousand and six hundred. 

These are the sons of Dan after their 
families: of Shuham, the family of the Shu- 
hamites. These are the families of Dan after 
their families. All the families of the Shu- 
hamites, according to those that were num- 
bered of them, were threescore and four 
thousand and four hundred. 

Of the children of Asher after the ir families : 
of Jimna, the family of the Jimmies : of Jesui, 
the family of the Jesuites: of Beriah, the 
family of the Beriites. Of the sons of Beriah: 
of Heber, the family of the Heberites: of 
Malchiel, the family of the Maichlelites. And 
the name of the daughter of Asher was Sarah. 
These are the families of the sons of Asher 
according to those that were numbered of 
them ; who were fifty and three thousand and 
four hundred. 

Of the sons of Naphtali after their families ; 
of Jahzeel, the family of the Jahzeelites: of 
Guni, the family of the Gunites : of Jezer, the 
family of the Jezerites : of Shiilem, the family 
of the Shillemites. These are the families of 
Naphtali according to their families: and 
they that were numbered of them were forty 
and five thousand and four hundred. 

These were the numbered of the children 
of Israel, six hundred thousand and a thou- 
sand seven hundred and thirty. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Unto these the land shall be divided for 
an inheritance according to the number of 
names. To many thou shalt give the more 
inheritance, and to few thou shalt give the 
less inheritance: to every one shall his in- 
heritance be given according to those that 
were numbered of him. Notwithstanding 
the land shall be divided by lot: according to 
the names of the tribes of their fathers they 
shall inherit. According to the lot shall the 
possession thereof be divided between many 
and few. 

And these are they that were numbered of 
the Levites after their families : of Gershon, 
the family of the Gershonites : of Kohath, 
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the family of the Kohathites : of Merari, And the Lord spake unto Moses* saying, 
the family of the Merarites. These are the The daughters of Zelophehad speak right: 
families of the Levites : the family of the Lib- thou shalt surely give them a possession of 
nites, the family of the Hebronites, the family an inheritance among their father’s brethren ; 
of the Mahlites, the family of the Mushites, and thou shalt cause the inheritance of their 
the family of the Korathites: And Kohath father to pass unto them. And thou shalt 
begat Amram. And the name of Amram’s speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If 
wife was Jochebed, the daughter of Levi, a man die, and have no son, then ye shall 
whom her mother bare to Levi in Egypt: and cause his inheritance to pass unto his daugh- 
she bare unto Amram Aaron and Moses, and ter. And if he have no daughter, then ye 
Miriam their sister. And unto Aaron was shall give his inheritance unto his brethren, 
bom Nadab, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Itha- And if he have no brethren, then ye shall give 
mar. And Nadab and Abihu died, when they his inheritance unto his father’s brethren, 
offered strange fire before the Lord. And And if his father have no brethren, then ye 
those that were numbered of them were shall give his inheritance unto his kinsman 
twenty and three thousand, all males from that is next to him of his family, and he shall 
a month old and upward: for they were not possess it: and it shall be unto the children 
numbered among the children of Israel, be- of Israel a statute of judgment, as the Lord 
cause there was no inheritance given them commanded Moses, 
among the children of Israel. 

These are they that were numbered by * ^ New Leader 
Moses and Eleazar the priest, who num- And the Lord said unto Moses, Get thee 
bered the children of Israel in the plains of up into this mount Abarim, and see the land 
Moab by Jordan near Jericho. But among which I have given unto the children of 
these there was not a man of them whom Israel. And when thou hast seen it, thou 
Moses and Aaron the priest numbered, when also shalt be gathered unto thy people, as 
they numbered the children of Israel in the Aaron thy brother was gathered. For ye 
wilderness of Sinai. For the Lord had said rebelled against my commandment in the 
of them. They shall surely die in the wilder- desert of Zin, in the strife of the congrega- 
ness. And there was not left a man of them, tion, to sanctify me at the water before their 
save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua eyes : that is the water of Meribah in Kadesh 
the son of Nun. in the wilderness of Zin, 

And Moses spake unto the Lord* saying, 
Daughters and their Rights Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of all 

Then came the daughters of Zelophehad, flesh, set a man over the congregation, which 
the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son may go out before them, and which may go 
of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the in before them, and which may lead them 
families of Manasseh the son of Joseph: and out, and which may bring them in; that the 
these are the names of his daughters; Mah- congregation of the Lord be not as sheep 
lah, Noah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and which have no shepherd. And the Lord said 
Tirzah. And they stood before Moses, and unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the son of 
before Eleazar the priest, and before the Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay 
princes and all the congregation, by the door thine hand upon him; and set him before 
of the tabernacle of the congregation, saying, Eleazar the priest, and before all the con- 
Our father died in the wilderness, and he gregation; and give him a charge in their 
was not in the company of them that gathered sight. And thou shalt put some of thine 
themselves together against the Lord in the honour upon him, that all the congregation 
company of Korah; but died in his own sin, of the children of Israel may be obedient, 
and had no sons. Why should the name of And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, 
our father be done away from among his who shall ask counsel for him after the judg- 
family, because he hath no son? Give unto ment of Urim before the Lord: at his word 
us therefore a possession among the brethren shall they go out, and at his word they shall 
of our father. 1 And Moses brought their come in, both he, and all the children of 
cause before the Lord. Israel with him, even all the congregation. 

1 Property was regarded as a sacred trust from God. The daughters ask to be allowed to undertake it, seeing 
there are no sons in the family to take charge of it according to the law. 
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And Moses did as the Lord commanded gregation: and he laid his hands upon him, 
him : and he took Joshua, and set him before and gave him a charge, as the Lord com- 
Pl f flaar the priest, and before all the con- manded by the hand of Moses. 

AT THE END OF THE JOURNEY 

NUMBERS CHAPTERS 28, 1-36 , 13 

The elaborate and costly sacrifices which open this section doubtless grew out of a 
natural desire to celebrate worthily the end of the journey . After this joyous thanks- 
giving to God , who has brought them triumphantly through , the prospect of the breaking- 
up of the camp turns the thoughts of the marchers to the vows they have made to one 


another, and to the division of the spoils of 

1ND the Lord spake unto Moses, say- 

f\ ing, Command the children of Is- 
/""1 rael, and say unto them. My offer- 
JL JL ing, and my bread for my sacrifices 
made by fire, for a sweet savour unto me, 
shall ye observe to offer unto me in their due 
season. And thou shall say unto them, This 
is the offering made by fire which ye shall 
offer unto the Lord; two lambs of the first 
year without spot day by day, for a continual 
burnt offering. The one lamb shall thou 
offer in the morning, and the other lamb 
shall thou offer at even; and a tenth part of 
an ephah of flour for a meat offering, mingled 
with the fourth part of an hin of beaten oil. 
It is a continual burnt offering, which was 
ordained in mount Sinai for a sweet savour, 
a sacrifice made by fire unto the Lord. And 
the drink offering thereof shall be the fourth 
part of an hin for the one lamb: in the holy 
place shall thou cause the strong wine to be 
poured unto the Lord for a drink offering. 
And the other lamb shalt thou offer at even: 
as the meat offering of the morning, and as 
the drink offering thereof, thou shalt offer it, 
a sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savour 
unto the Lord. 

And on the sabbath day two lambs of the 
first year without spot, and two tenth deals of 
flour for a meat offering, mingled with oil, and 
the drink offering thereof: this is the burnt 
offering of every sabbath, beside the con- 
tinual burnt offering, and his drink offering. 

And in the beginnings of your months ye 
shall offer a burnt offering unto the Lord; 
two young bullocks, and one ram, seven 
lambs of the first year without spot; and 
three tenth deals of flour for a meat offering, 
mingled with oil, for one bullock; and two 
tenth deals of flour for a meat offering. 
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mingled with oil, for one ram; and a several 
tenth deal of flour mingled with oil for a 
meat offering unto one lamb; for a burnt 
offering of a sweet savour, a sacrifice made 
by fire unto the Lord, And their drink offer- 
ings shall be half an bin of wine unto a 
bullock, and the third part of an hin unto a 
ram, and a fourth part of an hin unto a Iamb: 
this is the burnt offering of every month 
throughout the months of the year. And one 
kid of the goats for a sin offering unto the 
Lord shall be offered, beside the continual 
burnt offering, and his drink offering* 

And in the fourteenth day of the first 
month is the passover of the Lord. And in 
the fifteenth day of this month is the feast: 
seven days shall unleavened bread be eaten. 
In the first day shall be an holy convocation; 
ye shall do no manner of servile work therein : 
but ye shall offer a sacrifice made by fire for 
a burnt offering unto the Lord; two young 
bullocks, and one ram, and seven lambs of 
the first year: they shall be unto you without 
blemish: and their meat offering shall be of 
flour mingled with oil: three tenth deals shall 
ye offer for a bullock, and two tenth deals for 
a ram; a several tenth deal shalt thou offer 
for every lamb, throughout the seven lambs: 
and one goat for a sin offering, to make an 
atonement for you. Ye shall offer these be- 
side the burnt offering in the morning, which 
is for a continual burnt offering. After this 
manner ye shall offer daily, throughout the 
seven days, the meat of the sacrifice made by 
fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord : it shall 
be offered beside the continual burnt offering, 
and his drink offering. And on the seventh 
day ye shall have an holy convocation; ye 
shall do no servile work. 

Also in the day of the firstfruits, when ye 
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THE ROUTE FROM SINAI TO THE PROMISED LAND 

KADESH, after Mt. Sinai,, was the most important place on the journey through the 
Wilderness. For a considerable time it was the headquarters of the encampment . 
Here the Tabernacle was set up y and the heads of the tribes held their courts of judgment 
From this place the scouts were sent to spy out the land of Canaan . It was here that 
Koratis rebellion broke out y and Moses struck the rock for water . 
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bring a new meat offering unto the Lord* 
after your weeks be out* ye shall have an holy 
convocation; ye shall do no servile work: but 
ye shall offer the burnt offering for a sweet 
savour unto the Lord; two young bullocks* 
one ram* seven lambs of the first year; and 
their meat offering of flour mingled with oil* 
three tenth deals unto one bullock* two tenth 
deals unto one ram* a several tenth deal unto 
one lamb* throughout the seven lambs; and 
one kid of the goats* to make an atonement 
for you. Ye shall offer them beside the con- 
tinual burnt offering* and his meat offering* 
(they shall be unto you without blemish) 
and their drink offerings. 

And in the seventh month* on the first day 
of the month* ye shall have an holy convoca- 
tion; ye shall do no servile work: it is a day 
of blowing the trumpets unto you. And ye 
shall offer a burnt offering for a sweet savour 
unto the Lord ; one young bullock* one ram* 
and seven lambs of the first year without 
blemish: and their meat offering shall be of 
flour mingled with oil* three tenth deals for a 
bullock* and two tenth deals for a ram* and 
one tenth deal for one lamb* throughout the 
seven lambs: and one kid of the goats for a 
sin offering* to make an atonement for you: 
beside the burnt offering of the month* and 
Ms meat offering* and the daily burnt offer- 
ing* and his meat offering* and their drink 
offerings* according unto their manner* for 
a sweet savour* a sacrifice made by fire unto 
the Lord. 

And ye shall have on the tenth day of this 
seventh month an holy convocation; and ye 
shall afflict your souls: ye shall not do any 
work therein: but ye shall offer a burnt offer- 
ing unto the Lord for a sweet savour; one 
young bullock* one ram* and seven lambs of 
the first year; they shall be unto you without 
blemish: and their meat offering shall be of 
flour mingled with oil* three tenth deals to a 
bullock* and two tenth deals to one ram* a 
several tenth deal for one lamb* throughout 
the seven lambs: one kid of the goats for a 
sin offering; beside the sin offering of atone- 
ment* and the continual burnt offering* and 
the meat offering of it* and their drink 
offerings. , 

And on the fifteenth day of the seventh 
month ye shall have an holy convocation; ye 
shall do no servile work* and ye shall keep a 
feast unto the Lord seven days: and ye shall 
offer a burnt offering* a sacrifice made by 
fire* of a sweet savour unto the Lord; thir- 


teen young bullocks* two rams* and fourteen 
lambs of the first year; they shall be without 
blemish: and their meat offering shall be of 
flour mingled with oil* three tenth deals unto 
every bullock of the thirteen bullocks* two 
tenth deals to each ram of the two rams* and 
a several tenth deal to each lamb of the four- 
teen lambs : and one kid of the goats for a sin 
offering; beside the continual burnt offering, 
his meat offering* and his drink offering. 

And on the second day ye shall offer twelve 
young bullocks* two rams* fourteen lambs of 
the first year without spot: and their meat 
offering and their drink offerings for the 
bullocks* for the rams* and for the lambs* 
shall be according to their number* after the 
manner: and one kid of the goats for a sin 
offering; beside the continual burnt offering* 
and the meat offering thereof* and their drink 
offerings. 

And on the third day eleven bullocks* two 
rams* fourteen lambs of the first year without 
blemish; and their meat offering and their 
drink offerings for the bullocks* for the rams* 
and for the lambs* shall be according to their 
number* after the manner: and one goat for 
a sin offering; beside the continual burnt 
offering* and his meat offering* and Ms drink 
offering. 

And on the fourth day ten bullocks* two 
rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year 
without blemish: their meat offering and 
their drink offerings for the bullocks* for the 
rams* and for the lambs, shall be according 
to their number* after the manner: and one 
kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the 
continual burnt offering* Ms meat offering* 
and Ms drink offering. 

And on the fifth day nine bullocks* two 
rams* and fourteen lambs of the first year 
without spot: and their meat offering and 
their drink offerings for the bullocks* for the 
rams* and for the lambs, shall be according 
to their number* after the manner: and one 
goat for a sin offering; beside the continual 
burnt offering* and Ms meat offering* and Ms 
drink offering. 

And on the sixth day eight bullocks* two 
rams* and fourteen lambs of the first year 
without blemish: and their meat offering and 
their drink offerings for the bullocks* for the 
rams* and for the lambs* shall be according 
to their number* after the manner: and one 
goat for a sin offering; beside the continual 
burnt offering* Ms meat offering* and Ms 
drink offering. 
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And on the seventh day seven bullocks* 
two rams* and fourteen lambs of the first 
year without blemish: and their meat offer- 
ing and their drink offerings for the bullocks* 
for the rams* and for the lambs* shall be ac- 
cording to their number* after the manner: 
and one goat for a sin offering; beside the 
continual burnt offering* his meat offering* 
and his drink offering. 

On the eighth day ye shall have a solemn 
assembly : ye shall do no servile work therein : 
but ye shall offer a burnt offering* a sacrifice 
made by fire* of a sweet savour unto the 
Lord: one bullock* one ram* seven lambs of 
the first year without blemish: their meat 
offering and their drink offerings for the 
bullock* for the ram* and for the lambs* shall 
be according to their number* after the man- 
ner: and one goat for a sin offering; beside 
the continual burnt offering* and his meat 
offering* and his drink offering. 

These things ye shall do unto the Lord in 
your set feasts* beside your vows* and your 
freewill offerings, for your burnt offerings* 
and for your meat offerings* and for your 
drink offerings* and for your peace offerings. 
And Moses told the children of Israel ac- 
cording to all that the Lord commanded 
Moses. 

Sacred Bonds 

And Moses spake unto the heads of the 
tribes concerning the children of Israel* say- 
ing* This is the thing which the Lord hath 
commanded. If a man vow a vow unto the 
Lord* or swear an oath to bind his soul with 
a bond; he shall not break his word* he shall 
do according to all that proceedeth out of his 
mouth. If a woman also vow a vow unto the 
Lord* and bind herself by a bond* 1 being in 
her father’s house in her youth; and her 
father hear her vow* and her bond wherewith 
she hath bound her soul* and her father shall 
hold his peace at her: then all her vows shall 
stand* and every bond wherewith she hath 
bound her soul shall stand. But if her father 
disallow her in the day that he heareth; not 
any of her vows* or of her bonds wherewith 
she hath bound her soul* shall stand: and 
the Lord shall forgive her* because her father 
disallowed her. 

And if she had at all an husband, when she 
vowed* or uttered ought out of her lips* 
wherewith she bound her soul; and her hus- 
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band heard it* and held his peace at her in the 
day that he heard it: then her vows shall 
stand* and her bonds wherewith she bound 
her soul shall stand. But if her husband dis- 
allowed her on the day that he heard it; then 
he shall make her vow which she vowed* and 
that which she uttered with her lips, where- 
with she bound her soul* of none effect: and 
the Lord shall forgive her. 

But every vow of a widow* and of her that 
is divorced* wherewith they have bound their 
souls* shall stand against her. And if she 
vowed in her husband’s house* or bound her 
soul by a bond with an oath; and her hus- 
band heard it* and held his peace at her* and 
disallowed her not: then all her vows shall 
stand* and every bond wherewith she bouhd 
her soul shall stand. But if her husband hath 
utterly made them void on the day he heard 
them; then whatsoever proceeded out of her 
lips concerning her vows* or concerning the 
bond of her soul* shall not stand: her hus- 
band hath made them void; and the Lord 
shall forgive her. 

Every vow* and every binding oath to 
■ afflict the soul* her husband may establish 
it* or her husband may make it void. But if 
her husband altogether hold his peace at her 
from day to day; then he established! all her 
vows* or all Jier bonds* which are upon her: 
he confirmeth them* because he held his 
peace at her in the day that he heard them. 
But if he shall any ways make them void after 
that he hath heard them; then he shall bear 
her iniquity. These are the statutes* which 
the Lord commanded Moses* between a man 
and his wife* between the father and his 
daughter* being yet in her youth in her 
father’s house. 

Spoils of War 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying* 
Avenge the children of Israel of the Midian- 
ites: afterward shalt thou be gathered unto 
thy people. And Moses spake unto the peo- 
ple* saying, Arm some of yourselves unto the 
war* and let them go against the Midianites* 
and avenge the Lord of Midian. Of every 
tribe a thousand* throughout all the tribes of 
Israel* shall ye send to the war. So there 
were delivered out of the thousands of Israel, 
a thousand of every tribe* twelve thousand 
armed for war. And Moses sent them to the 
war* a thousand of every tribe* them and 


1 The difference between a vow and a bond in this section, is that a vow has reference to an action, such as 
nigging ^ tyfferingj whil e bon ds bind a man to a promise he has made to abstain from food, or drink, See. 
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Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest* to the 
war* with the ' holy instruments* and the 
trumpets to blow in his hand* And they 
warred against the Midianites, as the Lord 
commanded Moses; and they slew all the 
males. And they slew the kings of Midian, 
beside the rest of them that were slain; 
namely* Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, 
and Reba, five kings of Midian: Balaam also 
the son of Beor they slew with the sword. 
And the children of Israel took all the women 
of Midian captives, and their little ones, and 
took the spoil of all their cattle, and all their 
flocks, and all their goods. And they burnt 
all their cities wherein they dwelt, and all 
their goodly castles, with fire. And they took 
all the spoil, and all the prey, both of men 
and of beasts. And they brought the cap- 
tives, and the prey, and the spoil, unto Moses, 
and Eleazar the priest, and unto the congre- 
gation of the children of Israel, unto the 
camp at the plains of Moab, which are by 
Jordan near Jericho. 

And Moses, and Eleazar the priest, and all 
the princes of the congregation, went forth 
to meet them without the camp. And Moses 
was wroth with the officers of the host, with 
the captains over thousands, and captains 
over hundreds, which came from the battle. 
And Moses said unto them. Have ye saved 
all the women alive? Behold, these caused 
the children of Israel, through the counsel of 
Balaam, to commit trespass against the Lord 
in the matter of Peor, and there was a plague 
among the congregation of the Lord. Now 
therefore kill every male among the little 
ones, and kill every woman that hath known 
man by lying with him. But all the women 
children, that have not known a man by 
lying with him, keep alive for yourselves. 
And do ye abide without the camp seven 
days: whosoever hath killed any person, and 
whosoever hath touched any slain, purify 
both yourselves and your captives on the 
third day, and on the seventh day. And 
purify all your raiment, and all that is made 
of skins, and all work of goats 5 hair, and all 
things made of wood. 

And Eleazar the priest said unto the men 
of war which went to the battle. This is the 
ordinance of the law which the Lord com- 
manded Moses; only the gold, and the silver, 
the brass, the iron, the tin, and the lead, 
every thing that may abide the fire, ye shall 
make it go through the fire, and it shall be 
dean: nevertheless it shall be purified with 


the water of separation: and all that abideth 
not the fire ye shall make go through the 
water. And ye shall wash your clothes on the 
seventh day, and ye shall be clean, and after- 
ward ye shall come into the camp. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Take the sum of the prey that was taken, 
both of man and of beast, thou, and Eleazar 
the priest, and the chief fathers of the con- 
gregation: and divide the prey into two parts; 
between them that took the war upon them, 
who went out to battle, and between all the 
congregation: and levy a tribute unto the 
Lord of the men of war which went out to 
battle: one soul of five hundred, both of the 
persons, and of the beeves, and of the asses, 
and of the sheep: take it of their half, and 
give it unto Eleazar the priest, for an heave 
offering of the Lord. And of the children of 
Israel’s half, thou shait take one portion of 
fifty, of the persons, of the beeves, of the 
asses, and of the flocks, of all manner of 
beasts, and give them unto the Levites, 
which keep the charge of the tabernacle of 
the Lord. And Moses and Eleazar the priest 
did as the Lord commanded Moses. 

And the booty, being the rest of the 
prey which the men of war had caught, was 
six hundred thousand and seventy thousand 
and five thousand sheep, and threescore and 
twelve thousand beeves, and threescore and 
one thousand asses, and thirty and two thou- 
sand persons in all, of women that had not 
known man by lying with him. And the half, 
which was the portion of them that went out 
to war, was in number three hundred thou- 
sand and seven and thirty thousand and five 
hundred sheep: and the Lord’s tribute of 
the sheep was six hundred and threescore 
and fifteen. And the beeves were thirty and 
six thousand; of which the Lord’s tribute 
was threescore and twelve. And the asses 
were thirty thousand and five hundred; of 
which the Lord’s tribute was threescore and 
one. And the persons were sixteen thousand; 
of which the Lord’s tribute was thirty and two 
persons. And Moses gave the tribute, which 
was the Lord’s heave offering, unto Eleazar 
the priest, as the Lord commanded Moses. 

And of the children of Israel’s half, which 
Moses divided from the men that warred, 
(now the half that pertained unto the con- 
gregation was three hundred thousand and 
thirty thousand and seven thousand and five 
hundred sheep, and thirty and six thousand 
beeves, and thirty thousand asses and five 


hundred* and sixteen thousand persons;) 
even of the children of Israel’s half* Moses 
took one portion of fifty* both of man and of 
beast* and gave them unto the Levites* which 
kept the charge of the tabernacle of the Lord ; 
as the Lord commanded Moses. 1 

And the officers which were over thou- 
sands of the host, the captains of thousands* 
•and captains of hundreds* came near unto 
Moses: and they said unto Moses* Thy 
servants have taken the sum of the men of 
war which are under our charge* and there 
lacketh not one man of us. We have there- 
fore brought an oblation for the Lord* what 
every man hath gotten* of jewels of gold* 
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chains* and bracelets* rings* earrings* and 
tablets* to make an atonement for our souls 
before the Lord. And Moses and Eleazar 
the priest took the gold of them* even all 
wrought jewels. And all the gold of the offer- 
ing that they offered up to the Lord* of the 
captains of thousands* and of the captains of 
hundreds* was sixteen thousand seven hun- 
dred and fifty shekels. (For the men of war 
had taken spoil* every man for himself.) And 
Moses and Eleazar the priest took the gold 
of the captains of thousands and of hundreds* 
and brought it into the tabernacle of the 
congregation, for a memorial for the children 
of Israel before the Lord. 


A FAMILY PACT Numbers 32 * 1-42 

Misunderstandings easily arise when it comes to the dividing of an inheritance * and it 
looked at first as if the families of Reuben and Gad were making a rush to stake a claim 
to their advantage * without giving a thought to the needs of their brethren * or their 
obligations to the community as a whole . However , an explanation puts the matter on 
another basis, and the bond of brotherhood is ratified before the altar . 


NOW the children of Reuben and the chil- 
dren of Gad had a very great multitude of 
cattle: and when they saw the land of Jazer* 
and the land of Gilead* that, behold* the 
place was a place for cattle; the children of 
Gad and the children of Reuben came and 
spake unto Moses* and to Eleazar the priest* 
and unto the princes of the congregation, 
saying* Ataroth* and Dibon* and Jazer* and 
Nimrah* and Heshbon* and Elealeh* and 
Shebam* and Nebo* and Beon* even the 
country which the Lord smote before the 
congregation of Israel* is a land for cattle* 
and thy servants have cattle: wherefore* said 
they* if we have found grace in thy sight* let 
this land be given unto thy servants for a 
possession* and bring us not over Jordan. 

And Moses said unto the children of Gad 
and to the children of Reuben* Shall your 
brethren go to war* and shall ye sit here? 
And wherefore discourage ye the heart of the 
children of Israel from going over into the 
land which the Lord hath given them ? Thus 
did your fathers* when I sent them from 
Kadesh-barnea to see the land. For. when 
they went up unto the valley of Eshcol* and 
saw the land* they discouraged the heart of 


the children of Israel* that they should not 
go into the land which the Lord had given 
them. And the Lord’s anger was kindled the 
same time* and he sware* saying. Surely none 
of the men that came up out of Egypt* from 
twenty years old and upward, shall see the 
land which I sware unto Abraham* unto 
Isaac* and unto Jacob ; because they have not 
wholly followed me: save Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh the Kenezite* and Joshua the son 
of Nun: for they have wholly followed the 
Lord. And the Lord’s anger was kindled 
against Israel, and he made them wander 
in the wilderness forty years, until all the 
generation, that had done evil in the sight of 
the Lord, was consumed. And* behold* ye 
are risen up in your fathers’ stead* an in- 
crease of sinful men* to augment yet the 
fierce anger of the Lord toward Israel. For 
if ye turn away from after him* he will yet 
again leave them in the wilderness; and ye 
shall destroy all this people. 

Settlement Plan 

And they came near unto him* and said* 
We will build sheepfolds here for our cattle* 
and cities for our little ones: but we our- 


1 Two things emerge from this section on the Spoils of War. The principle of the division of the booty 
between those who fight and those who stay in the camp 5 and the purification of soldiers after a battle, not on 
the ground of cleanliness so much as from the fear of defilement through contact with blood and the dead. 



selves will go ready armed before the chil- 
dren of Israel, until we have brought diem 
unto their place: and our little ones shall 
dwell in the fenced cities because of the in- 
habitants of the land. We will not return 
unt o our houses, until the children of Israel 
have inherited every man his inheritance. 
For we will not inherit with them on yonder 
side Jordan, or forward; because our in- 
heritance is fallen to us on this side Jordan 
eastward. 

And Moses said unto them. If ye will do 
this thing, if ye will go armed before the 
Lord to war, and will go all of you armed 
over Jordan before the Lord, until he hath 
driven out his enemies from before him, and 
the land be subdued before the Lord: then 
afterward ye shall return, and be guiltless 
before the Lord, and before Israel; and this 
land shall be your possession before the 
Lord, But if ye will not do so, behold, ye 
have sinned against the Lord: and be sure 
your sin will find you out. Build you cities 
for your little ones, and folds for your sheep ; 
and do that which hath proceeded out of 
your mouth. And the children of Gad and 
the children of Reuben spake unto Moses, 
saying. Thy servants will do as my lord com- 
mandeth. Our little ones, our wives, our 
flocks, and all our cattle, shall be there in the 
cities of Gilead: but thy servants will pass 
over, every man armed for war, before the 
Lord to battle, as my lord saith. 

Plan Confirmed 

So concerning them Moses commanded 
Eieazar the priest, and Joshua the son of 
Nun, and the chief fathers of the tribes of 
the children of Israel: and Moses said unto 
them. If the children of Gad and the children 


of Reuben will pass with you over Jordan, 
every man armed to battle, before the Lord, 
and the land shall be subdued before you; 
then ye shall give them the land of Gilead for 
a possession: but if they will not pass over 
with you armed, they shall have possessions 
among you in the land of Canaan, And the 
children of Gad and the children of Reuben 
answered, saying, As the Lord hath said 
unto thy servants, so will we do. We will 
pass over armed before the Lord into the 
land of Canaan, that the possession of our 
inheritance on this side Jordan may be ours. 
And Moses gave unto them, even to the chil- 
dren of Gad, and to the children of Reuben, 
and unto half the tribe of Manasseh the son 
of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon king of the 
Amorites, and the kingdom of Og king of 
Bashan, the land, with the cities thereof in 
the coasts, even the cities of the country 
round about. 

And the children of Gad built Dibon, and 
Ataroth, and Aroer, and Atroth, Shophan, 
and Jaazer, and Jogbehah, and Beth-nimrah, 
and Beth-haran, fenced cities: and folds for 
sheep. And the children of Reuben built 
Heshbon, and Elealeh, and Kirjathaim, and 
Nebo, and Baal-meon, (their names being 
changed,) and Shibmah: and gave other 
names unto the cities which they brnlded. 
And the children of Machir the son of Ma- 
nasseh went to Gilead, and took it, and dis- 
possessed the Amorite which was in it. And 
Moses gave Gilead unto Machir the son of 
Manasseh; and he dwelt therein. And Jair 
the son of Manasseh went and took the small 
towns thereof, and called them Havoth-jair. 
And Nobah went and took Kenath, and the 
villages thereof, and called it Nobah, after 
Ms own name. 


MILESTONES OF THE MARCH Numbers 33 , 1-49 

There is little interest for us in a list suck as this, but possibly at one time, before 
most of the places named had been buried under the desert sand, it was a valuable 


document of fact. 

THESE are the journeys of the children 
of Israel, wMch went forth out of the land of 
Egypt with their armies under the hand of 
Moses and Aaron. And Moses wrote their 
goings out according to their journeys by the 
commandment of the Lord : and these are 
their journeys according to their goings out. 
And they departed from Rameses in the first 


month, on the fifteenth day of the first 
month; on the morrow after the passover the 
children of Israel went out with an Mgh hand 
in the sight of all the Egyptians, For the 
Egyptians buried all their firstborn, wMch 
the Lord had smitten among them: upon 
their gods also the Lord executed judgments . 

And the children of Israel removed from 
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Raineses* and pitched in Succoth. And they 
departed from Succoth* and pitched in 
Etham* which is in the edge of the wilder- 
ness. And they removed from Etham* and 
turned again unto Pi-hahiroth* which is 
before Baal-zephon; and they pitched be- 
fore Migdol. And they departed from 
before Pi-hahiroth* and passed through the 
midst of the sea into the wilderness* 1 * * * and 
went three days 5 journey in the wilderness of 
Etham* and pitched in Marah. And they 
removed from Marah* and came unto Elim: 
and in Elim were twelve fountains of water* 
and threescore and ten palm trees; and they 
pitched there. And they removed from Elim* 
and encamped by the Red sea. And they re- 
moved from the Red sea* and encamped in 
the wilderness of Sin. And they took their 
journey out of the wilderness of Sin* and en- 
camped in Dophkah. And they departed 
from Dophkah* and encamped in Alush. 
And they removed from Alush* and en- 
camped at Rephidim* where was no water 
for the people to drink. And they departed 
from Rephidim* and pitched in the wilder- 
ness of Sinai. And they removed from the 
desert of Sinai* and pitched at Kibroth-hat- 
taavah. And they departed from Kibroth- 
hattaavah* and encamped at Hazeroth. And 
they departed from Hazeroth* and pitched 
in Rithmah. And they departed from Rith- 
mah* and pitched at Rimmon-parez. And 
they departed from Rimmon-parez* and 
pitched in Libnah. And they removed from 
Libnah* and pitched at Rissah. And they 
journeyed from Rissah* and pitched in Ke- 
helathah. And they went from Kehelathah* 
and pitched in mount Shapher. And they 
removed from mount Shapher* and en- 
camped in Haradah. And they removed 
from Haradah* and pitched in Makheloth. 
And they removed from Makheloth* and en- 
camped at Tahath. And they departed from 
Tahath* and pitched at Tarah. And they re- 
moved from Tarah* and pitched in Mithcah. 
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And they went from Mithcah* and pitched 
in Hashmonah. And they departed from 
Hashmonah* and encamped at Moseroth. 
And they departed from Moseroth* and 
pitched in Bene-jaakan. And they removed 
from Bene-jaakan* and encamped at Hor- 
hagidgad. And they went from Hor-hagid- 
gad* and pitched in Jotbathah. And they 
removed from Jotbathah* and encamped at 
Ebronah. And they departed from Ebronah* 
and encamped at Ezion-gaber. And they 
removed from Ezion-gaber* and pitched in 
the wilderness of Zin* which is Kadesh. And 
they removed from Kadesh* and pitched 
in mount Hor* in the edge of the land of 
Edom. 

And Aaron the priest went up into mount 
Hor at the commandment of the Lord* and 
died there* in the fortieth year after the chil- 
dren of Israel were come out of the land of 
Egypt* in the first day of the fifth month. 
And Aaron was an hundred and twenty 
and three years old when he died in mount 
Hor. 

And king Arad the Canaanite* which 
dwelt in the south in the land of Canaan* 
heard of the coming of the children of 
Israel. 

And they departed from mount Hor* and 
pitched in Zalmonah. And they departed 
from Zalmonah* and pitched in Punon. And 
they departed from Punon* and pitched in 
Oboth. And they departed from Oboth* and 
pitched in Ije-abarim* in the border of Moab. 
And they departed from Iim* and pitched in 
Dibon-gad. And they removed from Dibon- 
gad* and encamped in Almon-diblathaim. 
And they removed from Almon-diblathaim* 
and pitched in the mountains of Abarim* 
before Nebo. And they departed from the 
mountains of Abarim* and pitched in the 
plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho. And 
they pitched by Jordan* from Beth-jesimoth 
even unto Abel-shittim in the plains of 
Moab. 


1 The names of the encampments mean nothing to us* but the descriptions of the country inserted here 

and there briefly characterize the journey, and encourage us to go over the ground with an eye for the 

features which would impress an observant traveller. The contrast between the wonderland of Egypt and 

the wilderness of the Desert is too striking to be missed. Egypt was the garden of the world. Its fertility* 

the richness and abundance of its produce, even in memory* made the Israelites forget the years of their 
humiliation and long again for the land of Goshen. Yet this was the land* whose river was turned to blood* 
whose crops the locusts destroyed* and whose cattle were smitten by pestilence. The wonderland was turned 
into a wilderness. But the people who saw this happen before their eyes beheld no less a marvel when they 
saw the wilderness turned into a wonderland* and with their own hands gathered the honey-flavoured bread 
from heaven which fell on the desert waste* and drank of the fresh sweet stream of water which gushed from 
the desert rock. Only the God of all the earth could work such wonders* was the faith of those who saw these 
things* but to us the marvel of marvels is that out of the midst of these wonderful experiences should come the 
revelation that the God of all the earth is above all the God of Law and Order. 
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PLANS FOR THE CONQUEST, POSSESSION, 
AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE PROMISED LAND 

NUMBERS CHAPTERS 33 , 50—36 , 13 

B ut , like many other plans, they did not materialize to the extent anticipated. We 
may regard this section as a dream which was not fully realized, or as a later addition 
to the narrative setting forth what Israel ought to have done, according to the judgement 
of a subsequent generation. 


AND the Lord spake unt o Moses in the 
plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho* say- 
Ing* Speak unto the children of Israel* and 
say unto. them* When ye are passed over 
Jordan into the land of Canaan ; then ye shall 
drive out all the inhabitants of the land from 
before you* and destroy all their pictures * 1 
and destroy all their molten images* and 
quite pluck down all their high places: and 
ye shall dispossess the inhabitants of the 
land* and dwell therein: for I have given you 
the land to possess it. And ye shall divide 
the land by lot for an inheritance among 
your families: and to the more ye shall give 
the more inheritance* and to the fewer ye 
shall give the less inheritance: every man's 
inheritance shall be in the place where his 
lot falleth; according to the tribes of your 
fathers ye shall inherit. But if ye will not 
drive out the inhabitants of the land from 
before you; then it shall come to pass* that 
those which ye let remain of them shall be 
pricks in your eyes* and thorns in your sides* 
and shall vex you in the land wherein ye 
dwell. Moreover it shall come to pass* that 
I shall do unto you* as I thought to do unto 
them. 

Extent of the Promised Land 

And the Lord spake unto Moses* saying* 
Command the children of Israel* and say 
unto them* When ye come into the land of 
Canaan; (this is the land that shall fall unto 
you for an inheritance* even the land of 
Canaan with the coasts thereof:) then your 
south quarter shall be from the wilderness 
of Zin along by the coast of Edom* and your 
south border shall be the outmost coast of 
the salt sea eastward: and your border s hall 
turn from the south to the ascent of Akrab- 
him* and pass on to Zin: and the going forth 
thereof shall be from the south to Kadesh- 
bamea* and shall go on to Hazar-addar* and 
1 Idolatrous emblems 


pass on to Azmon: and the border shall fetch 
a compass from Azmon unto the river of 
Egypt* and the goings out of it shall be at 
the sea. 

And as for the western border* ye shall 
even have the great sea for a border: this 
shall be your west border. 

And this shall be your north border: from 
the great sea ye shall point out for you mount 
Hor: from mount Hor ye shall point out 
your border unto the entrance of Hamath; 
and the goings forth of the border shall 
be to Zedad: and the border shall go on to 
Ziphron* and the goings out of it shall 
be at Hazar-enan: this shall be your north 
border. 

And ye shall point out your east border 
from Hazar-enan to Shepham: and the coast 
shall go down from Shepham to Riblah* on 
the east side of Ain; and the border shall 
descend* and shall reach unto the side of the 
sea of Chinnereth eastward; and the border 
shall go down to Jordan* and the goings out 
of it shall be at the salt sea: this shall be your 
land with the coasts thereof round about. 

And Moses commanded the children of 
Israel* saying* This is the land which ye shall 
inherit by lot* which the Lord commanded 
to give unto die nine tribes* and to the half 
tribe: for the tribe of the children of Reuben 
according to the house of their fathers* and 
the tribe of the children of Gad according to 
the house of their fathers* have received their 
inheritance; and half the tribe of Manasseh 
have received their inheritance: the two 
tribes and the half tribe have received their 
inheritance on this side Jordan near Jericho 
eastward* toward the sunrising. 

Its Distribution 

And the Lord spake unto Moses* saying* 
These are the names of the men which shall 
divide the land unto you; Eleazar the priest* 


and figures cut in stone. 


and Joshua the son of Nun* And ye shall 
take one prince of every tribe* to divide the 
land by inheritance* And the names of the 
men are these; Of the tribe of Judah* Caleb 
the son of Jephunneh. And of the tribe of 
the children of Simeon* Shemuel the son of 
Ammihud. Of the tribe of Benjamin* Elldad 
the son of Chislon. And the prince of the 
tribe of the children of Dan, Bukki the son 
of Joglh The prince of the children of Jo- 
seph* for the tribe of the children of Manas- 
seh, Hanniel the son of Ephod. And the 
prince of the tribe of the children of Eph- 
raim* Kemuel the son of Shiphtan. And the 
prince of the tribe of the children of Zebu- 
lun* Elizaphan the son of Pamach. And the 
prince of the tribe of the children of Issachar* 
Paltiel the son of Azzan* And the prince of 
the tribe of the children of Asher* Ahihud 
the son of ShelomL And the prince of the 
tribe of the children of Naphtali* Pedahel the 
son of Ammihud* These are they whom 
the Lord commanded to divide the inherit- 
ance unto the children of Israel in the land 
of Canaan, 

Cities for the Levites 

And the Lord spake unto Moses in the 
plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho, say- 
ing* Command the children of Israel, that 
they give unto the Levites of the inheritance 
of their possession cities to dwell in; and ye 
shall give also unto the Levites suburbs for 
the cities round about them* And the cities 
shall they have to dwell in; and the suburbs 
of them shall be for their cattle, and for their 
goods, and for all their beasts. And the 
suburbs of the cities* which ye shall give 
unto the Levites* shall reach from the wall 
of the city and outward a thousand cubits 
round about. And ye shall measure from 
without the city on the east side two thou- 
sand cubits, and on the south side two thou- 
sand cubits, and on the west side two 
thousand cubits, and on the north side two 
thousand cubits; and the city shall be in the 
midst; this shall be to them the suburbs of 
the cities. And among the cities which ye 
shall give unto the Levites there shall be six 
cities for refuge, which ye shall appoint for 
the manslayer* that he may flee thither; and 
to them ye shall add forty and two cities. So 
all the cities which ye shall give to the Levites 
shall be forty and eight cities ; them shall ye 
give with their suburbs. And the cities 
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which ye shall give shall be of the possession 
of the children of Israel : from them that have 
many ye shall give many; but from them that 
have few ye shall give few; every one shall 
give of his cities unto the Levites according 
to his inheritance which he inheriteth. 

Cities of Refuge 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto the children of Israel, and say 
unto them. When ye be come over Jordan 
into the land of Canaan; then ye shall ap- 
point you cities to be cities of refuge 1 for you; 
that the slayer may flee thither, which killeth 
any person at unawares* And they shall be 
unto you cities for refuge from the avenger; 
that the manslayer die not* until he stand 
before the congregation in judgment. And 
of these cities which ye shall give six cities 
shall ye have for refuge. Ye shall give three 
cities on this side Jordan, and three cities 
shall ye give in the land of Canaan, which 
shall be cities of refuge. These six cities 
shall be a refuge, both for the children of 
Israel, and for the stranger* and for the 
sojourner among them; that every one that 
killeth any person unawares may flee thither. 

And if he smite him with an instrument 
of iron, so that he die* he is a murderer: the 
murderer shall surely be put to death* And 
if he smite him with throwing a stone* where- 
with he may die* and he die* he is a murderer; 
the murderer shall surely be put to death. 
Or if he smite him with an hand weapon of 
wood, wherewith he may die, and he die, he 
is a murderer; the murderer shall surely be 
put to death. The revenger of blood himself 
shall slay the murderer: when he meeteth 
him, he shall slay him. But if he thrust him 
of hatred, or hurl at him by laying of wait, 
that he die; or in enmity smite him with his 
hand, that he die: he that smote him shall 
surely be put to death; for he is a murderer: 
the revenger of blood shall slay the murderer* 
when he meeteth him. 

But if he thrust him suddenly without 
enmity, or have cast upon him any thing 
without laying of wait, or with any stone, 
wherewith a man may die* seeing him not* 
and cast it upon him, that he die, and was 
not his enemy, neither sought his harm: then 
the congregation shall judge between the 
slayer and the revenger of blood according to 
these judgments: and the congregation shall 
deliver the slayer out of the hand of the 


To shelter a man from revenge until his case has been fairly tried and judged. 


195 


revenger of blood, and the congregation shall 
restore him to the city of his refuge, whither 
he was fled: and he shall abide in it unto the 
death of the high priest, which was anointed 
with the holy oil. But if the slayer shall at 
any time come without the border of the city 
of his refuge, whither he was fled; and the 
revenger of blood find him without the 
borders of the city of his refuge, and the re- 
venger of blood kill the slayer; he shall not 
be guilty of blood: because he should have 
remained in the city of his refuge until the 
death of the high priest: but after the death 
of the high priest the slayer shall return into 
the land of his possession. 

So these things shall be for a statute of 
judgment unto you throughout your genera- 
tions in all your dwellings. Whoso killeth 
any person, the murderer shall be put to 
death by the mouth of witnesses: but one 
witness shall not testify against any person 
to cause him to die. Moreover ye shall take 
no satisfaction for the life of a murderer, 
which is guilty of death: but he shall be 
surely put to death. And ye shall take no 
satisfaction for him that is fled to the city of 
his refuge, that he should come again to 
dwell in the land, until the death of the priest. 
So ye shall not pollute the land wherein ye 
are: for blood it defileth the land: and the 
land cannot be cleansed of the blood that is 
shed therein, but by the blood of him that 
shed it. Defile not therefore the land which 
ye shall inhabit, wherein I dwell: for I the 
Lord dwell among the children of Israel. 

The Family Inheritance 

And the chief fathers of the families of the 
children of Gilead, the son of Machir, the 
son of Manasseh, of the families of the sons of 
Joseph, came near, and spake before Moses, 
and before the princes, the chief fathers of 
the children of Israel: and they said, The 
Lord commanded my lord to give the land 
for an inheritance by lot to the children of 
Israel: and my lord was commanded by the 
Lord to give the inheritance of Zeiophehad 


our brother unto his daughters. And if they 
be married to any of the sons of the other 
tribes of the children of Israel, then shall 
their inheritance be taken from the inheri- 
tance of our fathers, and shall be put to the 
inheritance of the tribe whereunto they are 
received: so shall it be taken from the lot of 
our inheritance. And when the jubiie of the 
children of Israel shall be, then shall their 
inheritance be put unto the inheritance of the 
tribe whereunto they are received: so shall 
their inheritance be taken away from the 
inheritance of the tribe of our fathers. 

And Moses commanded the children of 
Israel according to the word of the Lord, 
saying. The tribe of the sons of Joseph hath 
said well. This is the thing which the Lord 
doth command concerning the daughters of 
Zeiophehad, saying. Let them marry to whom 
they think best; only to the family of the 
tribe of their father shall they marry. So 
shall not the inheritance of the children of 
Israel remove from tribe to tribe: for every 
one of the children of Israel shall keep him- 
self to the inheritance of the tribe of his 
fathers. And every daughter, that possessed! 
an inheritance in any tribe of the children of 
Israel, shall be wife unto one of the family 
of the tribe of her father, that the children of 
Israel may enjoy every man the inheritance 
of his fathers. Neither shall the inheritance 
remove from one tribe to another tribe; but 
every one of the tribes of the children of Israel 
shall keep himself to his own inheritance. 

Even as the Lord commanded Moses, so 
did the daughters of Zeiophehad: for Mali- 
lah, Tirzah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and 
Noah, the daughters of Zeiophehad, were 
married unto their father's brothers' sons: 
and they were married into the families of 
the sons of Manasseh the son of Joseph, and 
their inheritance remained in the tribe of the 
family of their father. 

These are the commandments and the 
judgments, which the Lord commanded by 
the hand of Moses unto the children of Israel 
in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho. 




DEUTERONOMY 

PRESENTING TO EVERY ERA OF TIME THE 
ABIDING REVELATION OF THE ETERNAL GOD 

In its, position in the Bible, Deuteronomy stands between two eras ; at a moment of 
change from an old order to a new . The desert wanderings are over, and settlement 
in Canaan has not yet begun . 

The history of the book, according to modern scholarship, supports this feeling of its 
character. For in difficult times of Israels development it has always exerted a creative 
influence. The story of the finding of the book, and the change it effected is one of 
the most romantic in all literature. It was discovered while some repairs were being 
carried out in the Temple, and was at once recognized as the Word of God, the first 
of the books of the Bible to be received as a book of Scripture. Since, then, whenever the 
people of God reached a turning-point in their history, Deuteronomy has been, in a 
sense, re-discovered. For its revelation of the God who is eternal, who is the same 
yesterday, to-day, and forever, seems to shine with clearer brightness when an old order 
is passing away, and a new era is at hand . 

Let us look at the book as it stands, at the picture it gives in the way it has been 
drawn; the picture of a great day of revelation. Three long speeches, a song, and a 
blessing, all or most are crowded into the hours between two sunsets, for in the eastern 
manner of reckoning, a day begins at the going down of the sun. Unfortunately no 
details of the times of the speeches are given, but we cannot help trying to place them, 
particularly as the speeches themselves in their tone and character suggest the possible 
hours of their delivery . 

The first is more like a story than a speech * and naturally suits the storied sunset 
hour, when tribesmen sit round their chief to hear, never too often, the tales of the days 
that are past. The second speech rings out like a morning summons, a word of command 
for the work of the day. And the third seems to rise from the reflections of a mind 
which has been watching children at play in the sunlight and shadows of the late after- 
noon; it conveys an impression of anxiety for the future of theyoung people. The Song 
and the Blessing, we are inclined to think, belong to the next day, to the morning of the 
forward march : and a fine \ send-off they make . 

THE GREAT ASSEMBLY Deuteronomy 1 , 1-5 

T HESE be the words which Moses eleventh month., on the first day of the 
spake unto all Israel on this side month* that Moses spake unto the children of 
Jordan in the wilderness* in the Israel* according unto all that the Lord had 
plain over against the Red sea* be- given him in commandment unto them; after 
tween Paran* and Tophel* and Laban* and he had slain Sihon the king of the Amorites* 
Hazeroth* and Dizahab. (There are eleven which dwelt in Heshbon, and Og the king of 
days’ journey from Horeb by the way of Bashan* which dwelt at Astaroth in Edrei : on 
mount Seir unto Kadesh-bamea.) And it this side Jordan* in the land of Moab* began 
came to pass in the fortieth year* in the Moses to declare this law* saying* 
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The story begins with Israel’s historic trek through the desert 


THE REVELATION OF THE PAST 

DEUTERONOMY CHAPTERS 1, 6-4, 43 

When we look back over the years we have to write down, for the honour and glory of 
God, not the memories of a lifetime but the history of a score of centuries and more Our 
eyes behold, not the fortunes of one family or tribe, but the world-wide wanderings of 
the whole human race. To read the story aright we must begin here. We must tick 
upjejm, which. IW theoufh history, hue become kLn a, Z£££ oj 


THE Lord our God spake unto us in 
Horeb, saying. Ye have dwelt long enough 
in this mount: turn you, and take your 
journey, and go to the mount of the Amor- 
ites, and unto all the places nigh thereunto, 
in the plain, in the hills, and in the vale, and 
in the south, and by the sea side, to the land 
of the Canaanites, and unto Lebanon, unto 
the great river, the river Euphrates. Behold, 

1 have set the land before you: go in and 
possess the land which the Lord sware unto 
your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to 
give unto them and to their seed after them 
. And 1 s Pake unto you at that time, say- 
ing, I am not able to bear you myself alone: 
the Lord your God hath multiplied you, 
and, behold, ye are this day as the stars of 
heaven for multitude. (The Lord God of 
your fathers make you a thousand times so 
many more as ye are, and bless you, as he 
hath promised you!) How can I myself alone 
bear your cumbrance, and your burden, and 
your strife ? Take you wise men, and under- 
standing, and known among your tribes, and 
I will make them rulers over you. And ye 
answered me, and said. The thing which 
thou hast spoken is good for us to do. So I 
took the chief of your tribes, wise men, and 
known, and made them heads over you, 
captains over thousands, and captains over 
hundreds, and captains over fifdes, and cap- 
s over tens, and officers among your 

198 


tribes. And I charged your judges at that 
time, saying. Hear the causes between your 
brethren, and judge righteously between 
every man and his brother, and the stranger 
that is with him. Ye shall not respect per- 
sons in judgment; but ye shall hear the small 
as well as the great; ye shall not be afraid of 
the face of man; for the judgment is God’s: 
and the cause that is too hard for you, bring 
it unto me, and I will hear it. And I com- 
manded you at that time all the things which 
ye should do. 

And when we departed from Horeb, we 
went through all that great and terrible 
wilderness, which ye saw by the way of the 
mountain of the Amorites, as the Lord our 
God commanded us; and we came to Ka- 
desh-bamea. And I said unto you. Ye are 
come unto the mountain of the Amorites, 
wluch the Lord our God doth give unto us. 
Behold, the Lord thy God hath set the land 
before thee: go up and possess it, as the 
Lord God of thy fathers hath said unto thee; 
tear not, neither be discouraged. And ye 
came near unto me every one of you, and 
said. We will send men before us, and they 
shall search us out the land, and bring us 
word again by what way we must go up, and 
into what cities we shall come. And the say- 
ing pleased me well: and I took twelve men 
of you, one of a tribe: and they turned and 
went up into the mountain, and came unto 


the valley of Eshcol* and searched it out. 
And they took of the fruit of the land in their 
hands* and brought it down unto us* and 
brought us word again* and said* It is a 
good land which the Lord our God doth 
give us. 

Notwithstanding ye would not go up* but 
rebelled against the commandment of the 
Lord your God: and ye murmured in your 
tents* and said* Because the Lord hated us* 
he hath brought us forth out of 'the land of 
Egypt* to deliver us into the hand of the 
Amorites* to destroy us. Whither shall we 
go up? our brethren have discouraged our 
heart* saying* The people is greater and taller 
than we; the cities are great and walled up 
to heaven; and moreover we have seen the 
sons of the Anakims there. Then I said unto 
you* Dread not* neither be afraid of them. 
The Lord your God which goeth before you* 
he shall fight for you* according to all that he 
did for you in Egypt before your eyes; and 
in the wilderness* where thou hast seen how 
that the Lord thy God bare thee* as a man 
doth bear his son* in all the way that ye went* 
until ye came into this place. Yet in this 
thing ye did not believe the Lord your God* 
who went in the way before you* to search 
you out a place to pitch your tents in* in fire 
by night* to shew you by what way ye should 
go* and in a cloud by day. 

And the Lord heard the voice of your 
words* and was wroth* and sware* saying* 
Surely there shall not one of these men of 
this evil generation see that good land* which 
I sware to give unto your fathers* save Caleb 
the son of Jephurmeh; he shall see it* and to 
him will I give the land that he hath trodden 
upon* and to his children* because he hath 
wholly followed the Lord. Also the Lord was 
angry with me for your sakes* saying* Thou 
also shalt not go in thither. But Joshua the 
son of Nun* which standeth before thee* he 
shall go in thither: encourage him: for he 
shall cause Israel to inherit it. Moreover your 
little ones* which ye said should be a prey* 
and your children* which in that day had no 
knowledge between good and evil* they shall 
go in thither* and unto them will I give it* 
and they shall possess it. But as for you* 
turn you* and take your journey into the 
wilderness by the way of the Red sea. 

Then ye answered and said unto me* We 
have sinned against the Lord* we will go up 
and fight* according to all that the Lord our 
God commanded us. And when ye had 
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girded on every man his weapons of war* ye 
were ready to go up into the hill. And the 
Lord said unto me* Say unto them* Go not 
up* neither fight; for I am not among you; 
lest ye be smitten before your enemies. So 
I spake unto you; and ye would not hear* 
but rebelled against the commandment of 
the Lord* and went presumptuously up into 
the hill. And the Amorites, which dwelt in 
that mountain* came out against you* and 
chased you* as bees do* and destroyed you 
in Seir* even unto Hormah. And ye returned 
and wept before the Lord; but the Lord 
would not hearken to your voice* nor give 
ear unto you. So ye abode in Kadesh many 
days* according unto the days that ye abode 
there. 

Then we turned* and took our journey 
into the wilderness by the way of the Red 
sea* as the Lord spake unto me: and we 
compassed mount Seir many days. And the 
Lord spake unto me* saying* Ye have com- 
passed this mountain long enough: turn you 
northward. And command thou the people* 
saying, Ye are to pass through the coast of 
your brethren the children of Esau* which 
dwell in Seir; and they shall be afraid of 
you: take ye good heed unto yourselves 
therefore : meddle not with them; for I will 
not give you of their land, no* not so much 
as a foot breadth; because I have given 
mount Seir unto Esau for a possession. Ye 
shall buy meat of them for money* that ye 
may eat; and ye shall also buy water of them 
for money* that ye may drink. For the Lord 
thy God hath blessed thee in all the works of 
thy hand: he knoweth thy walking through 
this great wilderness : these forty years the 
Lord thy God hath been with thee; thou 
hast lacked nothing. 

And when we passed by from our brethren 
the children of Esau* which dwelt in Seir, 
through the way of the plain from Elath* and 
from Ezion-gaber* we turned and passed ' 
by the way of the wilderness of Moab. And 
the Lord said unto me* Distress not the 
Moabites* neither contend with them in 
battle : for I will not give thee of their land for 
a possession; because I have given Ar unto 
the children of Lot for a possession. The 
Emims dwelt therein in times past, a people 
great* and many* and tall* as the Anakims; 
which also were accounted giants* as the 
Anakims ; but the Moabites call them Emims. 
The Horims also dwelt in Seir before- 
time; but the children of Esau succeeded 



ASK THE DAYS THAT ARE FAST IN ANY CENTURY OF 

Note how the Revelation, which began with the Hebrews , reached in the first century 
the Greeks, and so influenced the Romans of the fourth century that it was made the 


them 3 when they had destroyed them from 
before them, and dwelt in their stead; as 
Israel did unto the land of his possession, 
which*the Lora) gave unto them. Now rise 
up, said I, and get you over the brook Zered. 
And we went over the brook Zered. And 
the space in which we came from Kadesh- 
baraea, until we were come over the brook 
Zered, was thirty and eight years; until all 
the generation of the men of war were wasted 
out from among the host, as the Lord sware 
unto them. For indeed the hand of the 
Lord was against them, to destroy them 
from among the host, until they were con- 
sumed. 

So it came to pass, when all the men of 
war were consumed and dead from among 
the people, that the Lord spake unto me, 
saying. Thou art to pass over through Ar, 
the coast of Moab, this day: and when thou 
comest nigh over against the children of 
Ammon, distress them not, nor meddle with 
them: for I will not give thee of the land of 
the children of Ammon any possession; 
because I have given it unto the children 
of Lot for a possession. (That also was 
accounted a land of giants: giants dwelt 
therein in old time; and the Ammonites call 
them Zamzummims; a people great, and 
many, and tall, as die Anakims; but the 
Lord destroyed them before them; and they 
succeeded them, and dwelt in their stead: 
as he did to the children of Esau, which 
dwelt in Seir, when he destroyed the Horims 
from before them; and they succeeded them, 
and dwelt in their stead even unto this day: 


and the Avims which dwelt in Hazerim, even 
unto Azzah, the Caphtorims, which came 
forth out of Caphtor, destroyed them, and 
dwelt in their stead.) Rise ye up, take your 
journey, and pass over the river Arnon: 
behold, I have given into thine hand Sihon 
the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his land: 
begin to possess it, and contend with him 
in battle. This day will I begin to put the 
dread of thee and the fear of thee upon the 
nations that are under the whole heaven, who 
shall hear report- of thee, and shall tremble, 
and be in anguish because of thee. 

And I sent messengers out of the wilder- 
ness of Kedemoth unto Sihon king of Hesh- 
bon with words of peace, saying. Let me 
pass through thy land: I will go along by the 
high way, I will neither turn unto the right 
hand nor to the left. Thou shalt sell me 
meat for money, that I may eat; and give 
me water for money, that I may drink: only 
I will pass through on my feet; (as the 
children of Esau which dwell in Seir, and 
the Moabites which dwell in Ar, did unto 
me;) until I shall pass over Jordan into the 
land which the Lord our God giveth us. 
But Sihon king of Heshbon would not let us 
pass by him : for the Lord thy God hardened 
his spirit, and made his heart obstinate, that 
he might deliver him into thy hand, as 
appeareth this day. And the Lord said unto 
me. Behold, I have begun to give Sihon and 
his land before thee: begin to possess, that 
thou mayest inherit his land. Then Sihon 
came out against us, he and all his people, 
to fight at Jahaz. And the Lord our God 
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OUR ERA FOR THE CONTINUATION OF THIS SACRED STORY 

religion of the Empire . The Apostle Paul carried the message on the first stage of its 
journey to us> and Constantine prepared the way for its onward march . 


delivered him before us ; and we smote him* 
and Ms sons, and all his people. And we 
took all his cities at that time, and utterly 
destroyed 1 the men, and the women, and the 
little ones, of every city, we left none to 
remain: only the cattle we took for a prey 
unto ourselves, and the spoil of the cities 
wMch we took. From Aroer, wMch is by 
the brink of the river of Arnon, and from the 
city that is by the river, even unto Gilead, 
there was not one city too strong for us: the 
Lord our God delivered all unto us: only 
unto the land of the children of Ammon thou 
earnest not, nor unto any place of the river 
Jabbok, nor unto the cities in the moun- 
tains, nor unto whatsoever the Lord our 
God forbad us. 

Then we turned, and went up the way to 
Bashan: and Og the king of Bashan came 
out against us, he and all Ms people, to battle 
at Edrei. And the Lord said unto me, Fear 
Mm not: for I will deliver him, and all Ms 
people, and his land, into thy hand; and 
thou shalt do unto him as thou didst unto 
Sihon king of the Amorites, which dwelt at 
Heshbon. So the Lord our God delivered 
into our hands Og also, the king of Bashan, 
and all his people: and we smote Mm until 
none was left to Mm remaining. And we 


took all his cities at that time, there was not 
a city which we took not from them, three- 
score cities, all the region of Argob, the king- 
dom of Og in Bashan. All these cities were 
fenced with Mgh walls, gates, and bars; 
beside unwalled towns a great many. And 
we utterly destroyed them, as we did unto 
Sihon king of Heshbon, utterly destroying 
the men, women, and cMldren, of every city. 
But all the cattle, and the spoil of the cities, 
we took for a prey to ourselves. And we took 
at that time out of the hand of the two kings 
of the Amorites the land that was on this side 
Jordan, from the river of Arnon unto mount 
Hermon; (wMch Hermon the Sidoixians call 
Sirion; and the Amorites call it Shenir;) all 
the cities of the plain, and ail Gilead, and all 
Bashan, unto Salchah and Edrei, cities of the 
kingdom of Og in Bashan. For only Og king 
of Bashan remained of the remnant of giants ; 
behold, Ms bedstead was a bedstead of iron; 
is it not in Rabbath of the children of Am- 
mon? nine cubits was the length thereof, 
and four cubits the breadth of it, after the 
cubit of a man. 

And tMs land, which we possessed at that 
time, from Aroer, which is by the river 
Arnon, and half mount Gilead, and the cities 
thereof, gave I unto the Reubenites and to 


1 Behind the word in the original text there is a trace of religious purpose which our word ‘destroyed* 
does not bear. Our word ‘devoted* gets nearer to the meaning of the text. The Israelites ‘devoted* or 
gave these idolaters to God. It meant their destruction, and with the Christian Revelation before us we cannot 
endorse it. But perhaps we can see the deed in its right perspective. It is more in line with the burning of 
heretics than the merciless slaughter of citizens to get possession of their property. Such religious fervour 
needed enlightening, purifying, and directing. But the work of delivering mankind from its ignorant and 
foolish ideas is a long and gradual process, as the Bible shows, by giving us pictures of Israel’s Mstory at 
the different stages of its development. 


FOLLOW THE COURSE OF THE STORY THROUGH EUROPE 

See how the sacred flame fired the hearts of men in the eleventh century to chivalrous 
service for the Holy City, and how, following its gleam, men of God in the 


the Gadites. And the rest of Gilead, and all 
Bashan, being the kingdom of Og, gave I 
raito the half tribe of Manasseh; all the 
region of Argob, with all Bashan, which was 
called the land of giants. Jair the son of 
Manasseh took all the country of Argob unto 
the coasts of Geshuri and Maachathi; and 
called them after his own name, Bashan- 
havoth-jair, unto this day. And I gave 
Gilead unto Machir. And unto the Reiiben- 
ites and unto the Gadites I gave from Gilead 
even unto the river Amon half the valley, 
and the border even unto the river Jabbok, 
which is the border of the children of Am- 
mon; the plain also, and Jordan, and the 
coast thereof, from Chinnereth even unto 
the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, under 
Ashdoth-pisgah eastward. 

And I commanded you at that time, say- 
ing, The Lord your God hath given you this 
land to possess it: ye shall pass over armed 
before your brethren the children of Israel, 
all that are meet for the war. But your wives, 
and your little ones, and your cattle, (for I 
know that ye have much cattle,) shall abide 
in your cities which I have given you; until 
the Lord have given rest unto your brethren, 
as well as unto you, and until they also 
possess the land which the Lord your God 
hath given them beyond Jordan: and then 
shall ye return every man unto his possession, 
which I have given you. And I commanded 
Joshua at that time, saying, Thine eyes have 
seen all that the Lord your God hath done 
unto these two kings : so shall the Lord do 
unto all the kingdoms whither thou passest. 


Ye shall not fear them: for the Lord your 
God he shall fight for you. 

And I besought the Lord at that time, 
saying, O Lord God, thou hast begun to 
shew thy servant thy greatness, and thy 
mighty hand: for what God is there in 
heaven or in earth, that can do according to 
thy works, and according to thy might? I 
pray thee, let me go over, and see the good 
land that is beyond Jordan, that goodly 
mountain, and Lebanon. But the Lord was 
wroth with me for your sakes, and would not 
hear me: and the Lord said unto me. Let it 
suffice thee; speak no more unto me of this 
matter. Get thee up into the top of Pisgah, 
and lift up thine eyes westward, and north- 
ward, and southward, and eastward, and 
behold it with thine eyes : for thou shalt not 
go over this Jordan. But charge Joshua, and 
encourage him, and strengthen him: for he 
shall go over before this people, and he shall 
cause them to inherit the land which thou 
shalt see. So we abode in the valley over 
against Beth-peor. 

Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the 
statutes and unto the judgments, which I 
teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, 
and go in and possess the land which the 
Lord God of your fathers giveth you. Ye 
shall not add unto the word which I com- 
mand you, neither shall ye diminish ought 
from it, that ye may keep the commandments 
of the Lord your God which I command 
you. Your eyes have seen what the Lord 
did because of Baal-peor: for all the men 
that followed Baal-peor, the Lord thy God 


AND ACROSS THE SEA TO THE WESTERN WORLD 

seventeenth century , carried the heavenly light to the shores of the new world . There 
is not a century that does not hear witness to the Divine Revelation . 


hath destroyed them from among you. But 
ye that did cleave unto the Lord your God 
are alive every one of you this day. Behold* 
I have taught you statutes and judgments* 
even as the Lord my God commanded me* 
that ye should do so in the land whither ye 
go to possess it. Keep therefore and do 
them; for this is your wisdom and your 
understanding in the sight of the nations* 
which shall hear all these statutes* and say* 
Surely this great nation is a wise and under- 
standing people. For what nation is there 
so great* who hath God so nigh unto them* 
as the Lord our God is in all things that we 
call upon him for? And what nation is there 
so great* that hath statutes and judgments so 
righteous as all this law* which I set before 
you this day? 

Only take heed to thyself* and keep thy 
soul diligently* lest thou forget the things 
which thine eyes have seen* and lest they 
depart from thy heart all the days of thy 
life: but teach them thy sons* and thy sons’ 
sons; specially the day that thou stoodest 
before the Lord thy God in Horeb* when 
the Lord said unto me* Gather me the 
people together* and I will make them hear 
my words* that they may learn to fear me all 
the days that they shall live upon the earth* 
and that they may teach their children. And 
ye came near and stood under the moun- 
tain; and the mountain burned with fire unto 
the midst of heaven* with darkness* clouds* 
and thick darkness. And the Lord spake 


unto you out of the midst of the fire: ye 
heard the voice of the words* but saw no 
similitude; only ye heard a voice. And he 
declared unto you his covenant* which 
he commanded you to perform* even ten 
commandments; and he wrote them upon 
two tables of stone. And the Lord com- 
manded me at that time to teach you 
statutes and judgments* that ye might do 
them in the land whither ye go over to 
possessit. 

Take ye therefore good heed unto your- 
selves; for ye saw no manner of similitude 1 
on the day that the Lord spake unto you 
in Horeb out of the midst of the fire: lest ye 
corrupt yourselves* and make you a graven 
image* the similitude of any figure* the like- 
ness of male or female* the likeness of any 
beast that is on the earth* the likeness of any 
winged fowl that flieth in the air* the likeness 
of any thing that creepeth on the ground* 
the likeness of any fish that is in the waters 
beneath the earth: and lest thou lift up thine 
eyes unto heaven* and when thou seest the 
sun* and the moon* and the stars* even all the 
host of heaven* shouldest be driven to wor- 
ship them, and serve them* which the Lord 
thy God hath divided unto all nations under 
the whole heaven. But the Lord hath taken 
you* and brought you forth out of the iron 
furnace* even out of Egypt* to be unto him 
a people of inheritance, as ye are this day. 
Furthermore the Lord was angry with me 
for your sakes* and sware that I should not 


1 One of the outstanding characteristics of Deuteronomy is its spiritual view of God* and, in keeping with 
this conception* its insistence on His moral nature and ethical commands. 
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go over Jordan* and that I should not go in 
unto that good land* which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee for an inheritance: but I 
must die in this land* I must not go over 
Jordan: but ye shall go over* and possess 
that good land. Take heed unto yourselves* 
lest ye' forget the covenant of the Lord your 
God* which he made with you* and make 
you a graven image* or the likeness of any 
thing* which the Lord thy God hath for- 
bidden thee. For the Lord thy God is a 
consuming fire* even a jealous God. 

When thou shalt beget children* and 
children's children* and ye shall have re- 
mained long in the land* and shall corrupt 
yourselves* and make a graven image* or the 
likeness of any thing* and shall do evil in the 
sight of the Lord thy God* to provoke him 
to anger: I call heaven and earth to witness 
against you this day* that ye shall soon 
utterly perish from off the land whereunto 
ye go over Jordan to possess it; ye shall not 
prolong your days upon it* but shall utterly 
be destroyed. And the Lord shall scatter 
you among the nations* and ye shall be left 
few in number among the heathen* whither 
the Lord shall lead you. And there ye shall 
serve gods* the work of men's hands* wood 
and stone* which neither see, nor hear, nor 
eat* nor smell. But if from thence thou shalt 
seek the Lord thy God* thou shalt find him* 
if thou seek him with all thy heart and with 
all thy soul. When thou art in tribulation* 
and all these things are come upon thee, even 
in the latter days* if thou turn to the Lord 
thy God* and shalt be obedient unto his 
voice; (for the Lord thy God is a merciful 
God;) he will not forsake thee* neither 
destroy thee* nor forget the covenant of thy 
fathers which he sware unto them. 

For ask now of the days that are past* 
which were before thee* since the day that 
God created man upon the earth* and ask 
from the one side of heaven unto the other* 


whether there hath been any such thing as 
this great thing is, or hath been heard like 
it? Did ever people hear the voice of God 
speaking out of the midst of the fire* as thou 
hast heard* and live? Or hath God assayed 
to go and take him a nation from the midst 
of another nation* by temptations* by signs, 
and by wonders, and by war* and by a mighty 
hand* and by a stretched out arm, and by 
great terrors* according to all that the Lord 
your God did for you in Egypt before your 
eyes? Unto thee it was shewed* that thou 
mightest know that the Lord he is God; 
there is none else beside him. Out of heaven 
he made thee to hear his voice* that he might 
instruct thee: and upon earth he shewed thee 
his great fire; and thou heardest his words 
out of the midst of the fire. And because he 
loved thy fathers* therefore he chose their 
seed after them* and brought thee out in his 
sight with his mighty power out of Egypt; 
to drive out nations from before thee greater 
and mightier than thou art* to bring thee in* to 
give thee their land for an inheritance* as it is 
this day. Know therefore this day* and con- 
sider it in thine heart* that the Lord he is 
God in heaven above* and upon the earth 
beneath: there is none else. Thou shalt keep 
therefore his statutes* and his command- 
ments* which I command thee this day* that 
it may go well with thee* and with thy 
children after thee* and that thou mayest 
prolong thy days upon the earth, which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee* for ever. 1 

Then Moses severed three cities on this 
side Jordan toward the sunrising; that the 
slayer might flee thither* which should kill 
his neighbour unawares* and hated him not 
in times past; and that fleeing unto one of 
these cities he might live: namely* Bezer in 
the wilderness* In the plain country* of the 
Reubenites ; and Ramoth in Gilead* of the 
Gadites ; and Golan in Bashan* of the Manas- 
sites. 


. * Did Moses deliver these speeches in this finished form? It is hardly likely. But that does not mean he 
did not speak after this fashion, nor choose this impressive moment of history for a great declaration about the 
Revelation which had been given to him and his people. Henry V may not have used the actual words which 
Shakespeare put on his lips, but if they are true to the man’s character* and give us a deeper insight into his 
mind* who would refuse to accept the aid? If time* in the wisdom of God* has fashioned the last utterances 
of Moses into a form which makes the Revelation comprehensible* who will complain? or reject the precious 
stone because it has been polished? The men who came after Moses in the prophetic line brightened first 
one facet and then another of the jewel he brought down from the mountain. It may with truth be said that 
in these farewell speeches we catch the glint of later thought, that there are passages which Moses could not 
have uttered; but without him they would have been impossible. As life burnished the precious stone* the 
rays which flashed from it were reflected in its facets. 
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There is always something going on in an encampment 

THE REVELATION FOR THE PRESENT 

DEUTERONOMY CHAPTERS 4, 44—26, 19 

We talk of yesterday . We dream of to-morrow . But to-day we live . We are awake 
to the world / attracted interested , and absorbed by all that is going on . S 0 zY with 
Israel at this moment „ They were busy and excited . Life, they were findings was a 
thrilling experience , and the day of their opportunity was at hand, when suddenly to 
their ears came the commanding tones of the all-familiar voice , Hear, O Israel the 
statutes and judgements. 

Now if we look carefully into the words that were spoken we find, underlying the laws, 
a most discerning revelation of life, which in these days we have learned to express very 
simply » It is this; The way of life lies not in our relation to things but in our relation 
to persons, to God and man. Regarded closely, the Law is seen to have been designed 
to create this outlook on life, and establish between man and God, and between man and 
Ms fellows, what should be a true and lasting personal relationship. 


1ND this is the law which Moses set 
• /\ before the children of Israel; these 
are the testimonies* and the statutes* 
JL JLand the judgments* which Moses 
spake unto the children of Israel* after they 
came forth out of Egypt* on this side Jordan* 
in the valley over against Beth-peor* in the 
land of Sihon king of the Amorites, who 
dwelt at Heshbon* whom Moses and the 
children of Israel smote* after they were 
come forth out of Egypt: and they possessed 
his land* and the land of Og king of Bashan, 
two kings of the Amorites* which were on 
this side Jordan toward the sunrising; from 
Aroer* which is by the bank of the river 
Arnon* even unto mount Sion* which is 
Hermon, and all the plain on this side Jordan 
eastward* even unto the sea of the plain* 
under the springs of Pisgah. 

And Moses called all Israel* and said unto 
them* . 

HEAR* O Israel* the statutes and judgments 
which I speak in your ears this day* that ye 
may leam them, and keep* and do them. 


The Lord our God made a covenant with 
us in Horeb. The Lord made not this cove- 
nant with our fathers* but with us* even us* 
who are all of us here alive this day. The 
Lord talked with you face to face in the 
mount out of the midst of the fire* (I stood 
between the Lord and you at that time* to 
shew you the word of the Lord : for ye were 
afraid by reason of the fire* and went not up 
into the mount;) saying, 

I am the Lord thy God* which brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt* from the 
house of bondage. 

Thou shalt have none other gods before 
me. 

Thou shalt not make thee any graven 
image* or any likeness of any thing that is in 
heaven above* or that is in the earth beneath, 
or that is in the waters beneath the earth: 
thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them* 
nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am 
a jealous God* visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate me* and 


shewing: mercy unto thousands of them that 
love me and keep my commandments. 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain: for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as the 
Lord thy God hath commanded thee. Six 
days thou shalt labour, and do all thy work: 
but the seventh day is the sabbath of the 
Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any 
work,- thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, 
nor thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, 
nor thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy 
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy 
gates; that thy manservant and thy maid- 
servant may rest as well as thou. And re- 
member that thou wast a servant in the land 
of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God brought 
thee out thence through a mighty hand and 
by a stretched out arm: therefore the Lord 
thy God commanded thee to keep the sab- 
bath day. 

Honour thy father and thy mother, as the 
Lord thy God hath commanded thee; that 
thy days may be prolonged, and that it may 
go well with thee, in the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee. 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Neither shalt thou commit adultery. 

Neither shalt thou steal. 

Neither shalt thou bear false witness 
against thy neighbour. 

Neither shalt thou desire thy neighbour’s 
wife, neither shalt thou covet thy neigh- 
bour’s house, his held, or his manservant, or 
his maidservant, his ox, or his ass, or any 
thing that is thy neighbour’s. 

These words the Lord spake unto all your 
assembly in the mount out of the midst of 
the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick dark- 
ness, with a great voice: and he added no 
more. And he wrote them in two tables of 
stone, and delivered them unto me. And it 
came to pass, when ye heard the voice out 
of the midst of the darkness, (for the moun- 
tain did burn with fire,) that ye came near 
unto me, even all the heads of your tribes, 
and your elders; and ye said. Behold, the 
Lord our God hath shewed us his glory and 
his greatness, and we have heard his voice out 
of the midst of the fire : we have seen this day 
that God doth talk with man, and he liveth. 
Now therefore why should we die? for this 
great fire will consume us: if we hear the 


voice of the Lord our God any more, then 
we shaE die. For who is there of all flesh, 
that hath heard the voice of the living God 
speaking out of the midst of the fire, as we 
have, and lived? Go thou near, and hear all 
that the Lord our God shall say: and speak 
thou unto us all that the Lord our God shall 
speak unto thee; and we will hear it, and 
do it. 

And the Lord heard the voice of your 
words, when ye spake unto me; and the 
Lord said unto me, I have heard the voice 
of the words of this people, which they have 
spoken unto thee : they have well said all that 
they have spoken. O that there were such an 
heart in them, that they would fear me, and 
keep all my commandments always, that it 
might be well with them, and with their 
children for ever! Go say to them. Get you 
into your tents again. But as for thee, stand 
thou here by me, and 1 will speak unto thee 
all the commandments, and the statutes, and 
the judgments, which thou shalt teach them, 
that they may do them in the land which I 
give them to possess it. Ye shall observe to do 
therefore as the Lord your God hath com- 
manded you: ye shall not turn aside to the 
right hand or to the left. Ye shall walk in 
all the ways which the Lord your God hath 
commanded you, that ye may live, and that 
it may be well with you, and that ye may 
prolong your days in the land which ye shall 
possess. 

Now these are the commandments, the 
statutes, and the judgments, which the Lord 
your God commanded to teach you, that ye 
might do them in the land whither ye go to 
possess it: that thou mightest fear the Lord 
thy God, to keep all his statutes and his 
commandments, which I command thee, 
thou, and thy son, and thy son’s son, all the 
days of thy life; and that thy days may be 
prolonged. Hear therefore, O Israel, and 
observe to do it; that it may be weH with 
thee, and that ye may increase mightily, as 
the Lord God of thy fathers hath promised 
thee, in the land that floweth with milk and 
honey. 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one 
Lord : 1 and thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy might. And these words, 
which I command thee this day, shall be 
in thine heart: and thou shalt teach them 

The nations have 


1 There are two main ideas in the declaration: (a) Our God is one; He is indivisible, 
many gods with different characteristics and localities, (b) He is our only God. 
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diligently unto thy childrens and shaft talk 
of them when thou sittest in thine house* and 
when thou walkest by the way* and when 
thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 
And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon 
thine hand* and they shall be as frontlets 
between thine eyes. And thou shalt write 
them upon the posts of thy house* and on 
thy gates. 

And it shall be* when the Lord thy God 
shall have brought thee into the land which 
he sware unto thy fathers* to Abraham* to 
Isaac* and to Jacob* to give thee great and 
goodly cities* which thou buildedst not* and 
houses full of all good things* which thou 
filledst not* and wells digged* which thou 
diggedst not* vineyards and olive trees* which 
thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have 
eaten and be full; then beware lest thou 
forget the Lord* which brought thee forth 
out of the land of Egypt* from the house of 
bondage. Thou shalt fear the Lord thy 
God* and serve him* and shalt swear by his 
name . 1 Ye shall not go after other gods* of 
the gods of the people which are round about 
you; (for the Lord thy God is a jealous God 
among you) lest the anger of the Lord thy 
God be kindled against thee* and destroy 
thee from off the face of the earth. 

Ye shall not tempt the Lord your God* as 
ye tempted him in Massah. Ye shall dili- 
gently keep the commandments of the Lord 
your God, and his testimonies* and his 
statutes* which he hath commanded thee. 
And thou shalt do that which is right and 
good in the sight of the Lord: that it may be 
well with thee* and that thou mayest go in 
and possess the good land which the Lord 
sware unto thy fathers* to cast out all thine 
enemies from before thee* as the Lord hath 
spoken. 

And when thy son asketh thee in time to 
come* saying* What mean the testimonies* 
and the statutes, and the judgments* which 
the Lord .our God hath commanded you? 
Then thou shalt say unto thy son* We were 
Pharaoh’s bondmen 'in Egypt; and the Lord 
brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand : 
and the Lord shewed signs and wonders* 
great and sore* upon Egypt* upon Pharaoh* 
and upon all Ms household* before our eyes : 
and he brought us out from thence* that he 
might bring us in, to give us the land which 
he sware unto our fathers. And the Lord 
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commanded us to do all these statutes* to fear 
the Lord our God* for our good always, that 
he might preserve us alive, as it is at this day. 
And it shall be our righteousness* if we 
observe to do all these commandments before 
the Lord our God, as he hath commanded us. 

When the Lord thy God shall bring thee 
into the land whither thou goest to possess 
it, and hath cast out many nations before 
thee* the Hittites* and the Girgashites* and 
the Amorites* and the Canaamites* and the 
Perizzites* and the Hivites* and the Jebusites* 
seven nations greater and mightier than thou; 
and when the Lord thy God shall deliver 
them before thee; thou shalt smite them* and 
utterly destroy them; thou shalt make no 
covenant with them* nor shew mercy unto 
them: neither shalt thou make marriages 
with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give 
unto Ms son* nor Ms daughter shalt thou 
take unto thy son. For they will turn away 
thy son from following me* that they may 
serve other gods: so will the anger of the 
Lord be kindled against you* and destroy 
thee suddenly. But thus shall ye deal with 
them; ye shall destroy their altars, and break 
down their images* and cut down their 
groves* and burn their graven images with 
fire. 

For thou art an holy people unto the Lord 
thy God: the Lord thy God hath chosen 
thee to be a special people unto himself* 
above all people that are upon the face of the 
earth. The Lord did not set Ms love upon 
you* nor choose you* because ye were more 
in number than any people; for ye were the 
fewest of all people: but because the Lord 
loved you, and because he would keep the 
oath wMch he had sworn unto your fathers* 
hath the Lord brought you out with a 
mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the 
house of bondmen* from the hand of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt. Know therefore that the 
Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God* 
wMch keepeth covenant and mercy with 
them that love him and keep his command- 
ments to a thousand generations; and repay- 
eth them that hate Mm to their face, to 
destroy them: he will not be slack to him 
that hateth him* he will repay him to his face. 
Thou shalt therefore keep the command- 
ments* and the statutes* and the judgments* 
wMch I command thee tMs day* to do them. 

Wherefore it shall come to pass* if ye 


1 Israel was forbidden to swear by any other god. An oath was a profession of loyalty to the god 
named as well as an assurance of integrity. 
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FOR PEOPLE WHOSE DAYS ARE CROWDED WITH INTERESTS, AND WHO 

People may live in a desert encampment or a metropolis . 


hearken to these judgments, and keep, and 
do them, that the Lord thy God shall keep 
unto thee the covenant and the mercy which 
he sware unto thy fathers : and he will love 
thee, and bless thee, and multiply thee: he 
will also bless the fruit of thy womb, and the 
fruit of thy land, thy corn, and thy wine, and 
thine oil, the increase of thy kine, and the 
Socks of thy sheep, in the land which he 
sware unto thy fathers to give thee. Thou 
shalt be blessed above all people: there shall 
not be male or female barren among you, or 
among your cattle. And the Lord will take 
away from thee all sickness, and will put 
none of the evil diseases of Egypt, which 
thou knowest, upon thee; but will lay them 
upon all them that hate thee. And thou shalt 
consume all the people which the Lord thy 
God shall deliver thee; thine eye shall have 
no pity upon them: neither shalt thou serve 
their gods; for that will be a snare unto thee. 

If thou shalt say in thine heart, These 
nations are more than I ; . how can I dis- 
possess them? Thou shalt not be afraid of 
them: but shalt well remember what the 
Lord thy God did unto Pharaoh, and unto 
all Egypt; the great temptations which thine 
eyes saw, and the signs, and the wonders, 
and the mighty hand, and the stretched out 
arm, whereby the Lord thy God brought 


thee out: so shall the Lord thy God do unto 
all the people of whom thou art afraid. 
Moreover the Lord thy God will send the 
hornet among them, until they that are left, 
and hide themselves from thee, be destroyed. 
Thou shalt not be affrighted at them : for the 
Lord thy God is among you, a mighty God 
and terrible. And the Lord thy God will 
put out those nations before thee by little and 
little : thou mayest not consume them at once, 
lest the beasts of the field increase upon thee. 
But the Lord thy God shall deliver them 
unto thee, and shall destroy them with a 
mighty destruction, until they be destroyed. 
And he shall deliver their kings into thine 
hand, and thou shalt destroy their name 
from under heaven: there shall no man be 
able to stand before thee, until thou have 
destroyed them. The graven images of their 
gods shall ye burn with fire: thou shalt not 
desire the silver or gold that is on them, nor 
take it unto thee, lest thou be snared therein: 
for it is an abomination to the Lord thy 
God. Neither shalt thou bring an abomina- 
tion into thine house, lest thou be a cursed 
thing like it: but thou shalt utterly detest it, 
and thou shalt utterly abhor it; for it is a 
cursed thing. 

All the commandments which I com- 
mand thee this day shall ye observe to do. 
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ARE LIVING IN EXCITING TIMES, THIS REVELATION WAS GIVEN. 
The important thing is not where , but how they live. 


that ye may live, and multiply, and go in 
and possess the land which the Lord sware 
unto your fathers. And thou shalt remember 
all the way which the Lord thy God led thee 
these forty years in the wilderness, to humble 
thee, and to prove thee, to know what was 
in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep 
his commandments, or no. And he hum- 
bled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and 
fed thee with manna, which thou knewest 
not, neither did thy fathers know; that he 
might make thee know that man doth not 
live by bread only, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord 
doth man live. Thy raiment waxed not old 
upon thee, neither did thy foot swell, these 
forty years. Thou shalt also consider in thine 
heart, that, as a man chasteneth his son, so 
the Lord thy God chasteneth thee. There- 
fore thou shalt keep the commandments of 
the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, and 
to fear him. For the Lord thy God bringeth 
thee into a good land, a land of brooks of 
water, of fountains and depths that spring 
out of valleys and hills; a land of wheat, and 
barley, and vines, and fig trees, and pome- 
granates ; a land of oil olive, and honey; a 
land wherein thou shalt eat bread without 
scarceness, thou shalt not lack any thing in 
it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of 


whose hills thou mayest dig brass. When 
thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt 
bless the Lord thy God for the good land 
which he hath given thee. 

Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy 
God, in not keeping his commandments, and 
his judgments, and his statutes, which I 
command thee this day: lest when thou hast 
eaten and art full, and hast built goodly 
houses, and dwelt therein; and when thy 
herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver 
and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thpu 
hast is multiplied; then thine heart be lifted 
up, and thou forget the Lord thy God, which 
brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, 
from the house of bondage; who led thee 
through that great and terrible wilderness, 
wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, 
and drought, where there was no water; who 
brought thee forth water out of the rock of 
flint; who fed thee in the wilderness with 
manna, which thy fathers knew not* that he 
might humble thee, and that he might prove 
thee, to do thee good at thy latter end; and 
thou say in thine heart, My power and the 
might of mine hand hath gotten me this 
wealth. But thou shalt remember the Lord 
thy God: for it Is he that giveth thee power 
to get wealth, that he may establish his cove- 
nant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it 
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is this day. And it shall be, if thou do at all 
forget the Lord thy God, and walk after 
other gods, and serve them, and worship 
them, I testify against you this day that ye 
shall surely perish. As the nations which the 
Loud destroyeth before your face, so shall 
ye perish; because ye would not be obedient 
unto the voice of the Lord your God. 

Hear, O Israel: Thou art to pass over 
Jordan this day, to go in to possess nations 
greater and mightier than thyself, cities great 
and fenced up to heaven, a people great and 
tall, the children of the Anakims, whom thou 
knowest, and of whom thou hast heard say, 
Who can stand before the children of Anak! 
Understand therefore this day, that the Lord 
thy God is he which goeth over before thee; 
as a consuming fire he shall destroy them, 
and he shall bring them down before thy 
face: so shall thou drive them out, and 
destroy them quickly, as the Lord hath said 
unto thee. Speak not thou in thine heart, 
after that the Lord thy God hath cast them 
out from before thee, saying. For my right- 
eousness the Lord hath brought me in to 
possess this land: but for the wickedness of 
these nations the Lord doth drive them out 
from before thee. Not for thy righteousness, 
or for the uprightness of thine heart, dost 
thou go to possess their land: but for the 
wickedness of these nations the Lord thy 
God doth drive them out from before thee, 
and that he may perform the word which the 
Lord sware unto thy fathers, Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. 

Understand therefore, that the Lord thy 
God giveth thee not this good land to possess 
it fpr thy righteousness; for thou art a stiff- 
necked people. Remember, and forget not, 
how thou provokedst the Lord thy God 
to wrath in the wilderness: from the day 
that thou didst depart out of the land of 
Egypt, until ye came unto this place, 
ye have been rebellious against the Lord. 
Also in Horeb ye provoked the Lord to 
wrath, so that the Lord was angry with 
you to have destroyed you. When I was 
gone up into the mount to receive the 
tables of stone, even the tables of the 
covenant which the Lord made with you, 
then I abode in the mount forty days and 
forty nights, I neither did eat bread nor 
drink water: and the Lord delivered unto 
me two tables of stone written with the 
finger of God; and on them was written 
according to all the words, which the Lord 


spake with you in the mount out of the midst 
of the fire in the day of the assembly. And 
it came to pass at the end of forty days and 
forty nights, that the Lord gave me the two 
tables of stone, even the tables of the cove- 
nant. And the Lord said unto me. Arise, 
get thee down quickly from hence; for thy 
people which thou hast brought forth out of 
Egypt have corrupted themselves; they are 
quickly turned aside out of the way which I 
commanded them; they have made them a 
molten image. Furthermore the Lord spake 
unto me, saying, I have seen this people, and, 
behold, it is a stiffnecked people: let me 
alone, that I may destroy them, and blot out 
their name from under heaven: and I will 
make of thee a nation mightier and greater 
than they. So I turned and came down from 
the mount, and the mount burned with fire: 
and the two tables of the covenant were in 
my two hands. And I looked, and, behold, 
ye had sinned against the Lord your God, 
and had made you a molten calf: ye had 
turned aside quickly out of the way which 
the Lord had commanded you. And I took 
the two tables, and cast them out of my two 
hands, and brake them before your eyes. 
And I fell down before the Lord, as at the 
first, forty days and forty nights : I did neither 
eat bread, nor drink water, because of all 
your sins which ye sinned, in doing wickedly 
in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him to 
anger. For I was afraid of the anger and hot 
displeasure, wherewith the Lord was wroth 
against you to destroy you. But the Lord 
hearkened unto me at that time also. And 
the Lord was very angry with Aaron to have 
destroyed him: and I prayed for Aaron also 
the same time. And I took your sin, the calf 
which ye had made, and burnt it with fire, 
and stamped it, and ground it very small, 
even until it was as small as dust: and I cast 
the dust thereof into the brook that descended 
out of the mount. And at Taberah, and at 
Massah, and at Kibroth-hattaavah, ye pro- 
voked the Lord to wrath. Likewise when 
the Lord sent you from Kadesh-bamea, say- 
ing, Go up and possess the land which I have 
given you; then ye rebelled against the com- 
mandment of the Lord your God, and ye 
believed him not, nor hearkened to his voice. 
Ye have been rebellious against the Lord 
from the day that I knew you. 

Thus I fell down before the Lord forty 
days and forty nights, as I fell down at the 
first; because the Lord had said he would 


210 



destroy you. I prayed therefore unto the 
Lord, and said* O Lord God* destroy not 
thy people and thine inheritance* which thou 
hast redeemed through thy greatness* which 
thou hast brought forth out of Egypt with 
a mighty hand. Remember thy servants* 
Abraham* Isaac* and Jacob; look not unto 
the stubbornness of this people* nor to their 
wickedness* nor to their sin: lest the land 
whence thou broughtest us out say* Because 
the Lord was not able to bring them into the 
land which he promised them* and because 
he hated them* he hath brought them out to 
slay them in the wilderness. Yet they are thy 
people and thine inheritance* which thou 
broughtest out by thy mighty power and by 
thy stretched out arm. 

At that time the Lord said unto me* Hew 
thee two tables of stone like unto the first* 
and come up unto me into the mount* and 
make thee an ark of wood. And I will write 
on the tables the words that were in the first 
tables which thou brakest* and thou shall put 
them in the ark. And I made an ark of 
shittim wood* and hewed two tables of stone 
like unto the first* and went up into the 
mount* having the two tables in mine hand. 
And he wrote on the tables* according to the 
first writing* the ten commandments* which 
the Lord spake unto you in the mount out 
of the midst of the fire in the day of the 
assembly: and the Lord gave them unto me. 
And I turned myself and came down from 
the mount* and put the tables in the ark 
which I had made; and there they be* as the 
Lord commanded me. And the children 
of Israel took their journey from Beeroth 
pf the children of Jaakan to Mosera : 
there Aaron died* and there he was buried; 
and Eleazar his son ministered in the priest’s 
.office in his stead. From thence they jour- 
neyed unto Gudgodah; and from Gudgo- 
dah to Jotbath* a land of rivers of waters. 
At that time the Lord separated the tribe 
of Levi* to bear the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord* to stand before the Lord to min- 
ister unto him* and to bless in his name* unto 
this day. Wherefore Levi hath no part nor 
inheritance with his brethren; the Lord is 
his inheritance* according as the Lord thy 
God promised him. And I stayed in the 
mount* according to the first time* forty days 
and forty nights; and the Lord hearkened 
unto me at that time also* and the Lord 
would not destroy thee. And the Lord said 
unto me* Arise* take thy journey before the 
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people* that they may go in and possess the 
land* which I sware unto their fathers to 
give unto them. 

And now* Israel* what doth the Lord thy 
God require of thee* but to fear the Lord 
thy God* to walk in all his ways* and to love 
him* and to serve the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart and with all thy soul* to keep 
the commandments of the Lord* and his 
statutes* which I command thee this day for 
thy good? Behold* the heaven and the 
heaven of heavens is the Lord’s thy God* 
the earth also* with all that therein is. Only 
the Lord had a delight in thy fathers to love 
them, and he chose their seed after them* 
even you above all people*, as it is this day. 
Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your 
heart* and be no more stiffnecked. For the 
Lord your God is God of gods* and Lord 
of lords* a great God* a mighty* and a terrible* 
which regardeth not persons, nor taketh 
reward : he doth execute the judgment of the 
fatherless and widow* and loveth the stranger* 
in giving him food and raiment* Love ye 
therefore the stranger: for ye were strangers 
in the land of Egypt. Thou shalt fear the 
Lord thy God; him shalt thou serve* and to 
him shalt thou cleave* and swear by his 
name. He is thy praise* and he is thy God* 
that hath done for thee these great and 
terrible things* which thine eyes have seen. 
Thy fathers went down into Egypt with 
threescore and ten persons; and now the 
Lord thy God hath made thee as the stars 
of heaven for multitude. 

Therefore thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God* and keep his charge* and his statutes* 
and his judgments, and his commandments, 
alway. And know ye this day: for I speak 
not with your children which have not known* 
and which have not seen the chastisement of 
the Lord your God, his greatness* his mighty 
hand* and his stretched out arm, and his 
miracles* and his acts* which he did in the 
midst of Egypt unto Pharaoh the king of 
Egypt, and unto all his land; and what he 
did unto the army of Egypt* unto their 
horses* and to their chariots; how he made 
the water of the Red sea to overflow them 
as they pursued after you* and how the Lord 
hath destroyed them unto this day; and what 
he did unto you in the wilderness* until ye 
came into this place; and what he did unto 
Dathan and Abiram* the sons of Eliab, the 
son of Reuben: how the earth opened her 
mouth* and swallowed them up, and their 
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households, and their tents, and all the sub- 
stance that was in their possession, in the 
midst of all Israel: but your eyes have 
seen all the great acts of the Lord which 
he did. 

Therefore shall ye keep all the command- 
ments which I command you this day, that 
ye may be strong, and go in and possess the 
land, whither ye go to possess it; and that 
ye may prolong your days in the land, which 
the Lord sware unto your fathers to give 
unto them and to their seed, a land that 
fioweth with milk and honey. For the land, 
whither thou goest in to possess it, is not 
as the land of Egypt, from whence ye came 
out, where thou sowedst thy seed, ' and 
wateredst it with thy foot, as a garden of 
herbs : but the land, whither ye go to possess 
it, is a land of hills and valleys, and drinketh 
water of the rain of heaven: a land which 
the Lord thy God careth for : the eyes of the 
Lord thy God are always upon it, from the 
beginning of the year even unto the end of 
the year. 

And it shall come to pass, if ye shall 
hearken diligently unto my commandments 
which I command you this day, to love the 
Lord your God, and to serve him with all 
your heart and with all your soul, that I, will 
give you the rain of your land in his due 
season, the first rain and the latter rain, that 
thou mayest gather in thy com, and thy 
wine, and thine oil. And I will send grass 
in thy fields for thy cattle, that thou mayest 
eat and be full. Take heed to yourselves, 
that your heart be not deceived, and ye turn 
aside, and serve other gods, and worship 
them; and then the Lord’s wrath be kindled 
against you, and he shut up the heaven, that 
there be no rain, and that the land yield 
not her fruit; and lest ye perish quickly 
from off the good land which the Lord 
giveth you. 

Therefore shall ye lay up these my words 
in your heart and in your soul, and bind 
them for a sign upon your hand, that they 
may be as frontlets between your eyes. And 
ye shall teach them your children, speaking 


of them when thou sittest in thine house, and 
when thou waikest by the way, when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up. And 
thou shaft write them upon the door posts 
of thine house, and upon thy gates : that your 
days may be multiplied, and the days of your 
children, in the land which the Lord sware 
unto your fathers to give them, as the days 
of heaven upon the earth. For if ye shall 
diligently keep all these commandments 
which I command you, to do them, to love 
the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, 
and to cleave unto him; then will the Lord 
drive out all these nations from before you, 
and ye shall possess greater nations and 
mightier than yourselves. Every place 
whereon the soles of your feet shall tread 
shall be yours: from the wilderness and 
Lebanon, from the river, the river Euphrates, 
even unto the uttermost sea shall your coast 
be. There shall no man be able to stand 
before you: for the Lord your God shall lay 
the fear of you and the dread of you upon all 
the land that ye shall tread upon, as he hath 
said unto you. 

Behold, I set before you this day a bless- 
ing and a curse; a blessing, if ye obey the 
commandments of the Lord your God, 
which I command you this day: and a curse, 
if ye will not obey the commandments of the 
Lord your God, but turn aside out of the 
way which I command you this day, to go 
after other gods, which ye have not known. 
And it shall come to pass, when the Lord 
thy God hath brought thee in unto the land 
whither thou goest to possess it, that thou 
shalt put the blessing upon mount Gerizim, 
and the curse upon mount EbaL Are they 
not on the other side Jordan, by the way 
where the sun goeth down, in the land of the 
Canaanites, which dwell in the champaign 
over against Gilgal, beside the plains of 
Moreh? For ye shall pass over Jordan to go 
in to possess the land which the Lord your 
God giveth you, and ye shall possess it, 
and dwell therein. And ye shall observe to 
do all the statutes and judgments which I set 
before you this day. 1 


/. 1 The remainder of the speech contains a remarkable collection of laws. Codes of laws do not as a rule make 
interesting reading; but they are valuable documents, and in the study of the Divine Revelation they mark 
the stages of development. The D euteronomic code, which begins on the opposite page, is, in its spiritual 
and humanitarian character, an advance on the code to be found in Exodus, and in its general outlook it 
differs largely from the Priestly code to be found in Leviticus. The different codes are placed together in 
the forefront of the Scripture, in what is known as the Books of the Law, but they belong to different periods 
of history, and can be understood only in their historical setting— a line of Biblical inquiry well worth following. 
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Worship must take the leading place in the Social Order . 


SOME OF THE EARLIEST SCAFFOLDING USED IN THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE SOCIAL ORDER OF TO-DAY 


DEUTERONOMY CHAPTERS 12, i— 26, 19 

When y and by whom, these laws were made does not seriously concern us. Doubtless they 
are compilations , and there is a long history of tribal custom behind them . But their 
main interest to us is their intrinsic worth as practical expressions of the thoughts and 
feelings which led men to right action in the first place 3 and' which men in subsequent 
ages have felt it right to follow . One of the amazing things that strike us about the 
list is that laws framed for a primitive age of civilization should contain so much 
which is suited to the needs and conditions of modern society . 


THESE are the statutes and judgments, 
which ye shall observe to do in the land, 
which the Lord God of thy fathers giveth 
thee to possess it, all the days that ye live 
upon the earth. Ye shall utterly destroy all 
the places, wherein the nations which ye 
shall possess served their gods, upon the 
high mountains, and upon the hills, and 
under every green tree: and ye shall over- 
throw their altars, and break their pillars, 
and bum their groves with fires and ye shall 
hew down the graven images of their gods, 
and destroy the names of them out of that 
place. Ye shall not do so unto the Lord 
your God. But unto the place which the 
Lord your God shall choose out of all your 
tribes to put his name there, even unto his 
habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou 
shalt come : and thither ye shall bring your 
burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, and your 
tithes, and heave offerings of your hand, and 
your vows, and your freewill offerings, and 
the firstlings of your herds and of your flocks : 
and there ye shall eat before the Lord your 
God, and ye shall rejoice in all that ye put 
your hand unto, ye and your households, 
wherein the Lord thy God hath blessed thee. 
Ye shall not do after all the things that we 


do here this day, every man whatsoever is 
right in his own eyes. For ye are not as yet 
come to the rest and to the inheritance, 
which the Lord your God giveth you. But 
when ye go over Jordan, and dwell in the 
land which the Lord your God giveth you 
to inherit, and when he giveth you rest from 
all your enemies round about, so that ye 
dwell in safety; then there shall be a place 
which the Lord your God shall choose to 
cause his name to dwell there ; 1 thither shall 
ye bring all that I command you; your 
burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, your 
tithes, and the heave offering of your hand, 
and all your choice vows which ye vow unto 
the Lord: and ye shall rejoice before the 
Lord your God, ye, and your sons, and your 
daughters, and your menservants, and your 
maidservants, and the Levite that is within 
your gates ; forasmuch as he hath no part nor 
inheritance with you. Take heed to thyself 
that thou offer not thy burnt offerings in 
every place that thou seest: but in the place 
which the Lord shall choose in one of thy 
tribes, there thou shalt offer thy burnt offer- 
ings, and there thou shalt do all that I com- 
mand thee. 

Notwithstanding thou mayest kill and eat 


1 A distinctive feature of Deuteronomy is the centralization of worship in one place — Jerusalem. But 
Christianity claims the centre of life, the hearts of men, for worship. 
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flesh In all thy gates* whatsoever thy soul 
lusteth after* according to the blessing of the 
Lord thy God which he hath given thee; the 
unclean and the dean may eat thereof* as of 
the roebuck* and as of the hart. Only ye shall 
not eat the blood; ye shall pour it upon the 
earth as water. Thou mayest not eat within 
thy gates the tithe of thy com* or of thy wine* 
or of thy oil* or the firstlings of thy herds or 
of thy flock* nor any of thy vows which thou 
vowest* nor thy freewill offerings* or heave 
offering of thine hand: but thou must eat 
them before the Lord thy God in the place 
which the Lord thy God shall choose* thou* 
and thy son* and thy daughter* and thy man- 
servant* and thy maidservant* and the Levite 
that is within thy gates : and thou shalt rejoice 
before the Lord thy God in all that thou 
puttest thine hands unto. Take heed to thy- 
self that thou forsake not the Levite as long 
as thou livest upon the earth. 

When the Lord thy God shall enlarge 
thy border* as he hath promised thee* and 
thou shalt say* I will eat flesh* because thy 
' soul longeth to eat flesh; thou mayest eat 
flesh, whatsoever thy soul lusteth after. If 
the place which the Lord thy God hath 
chosen to put his name there be too far from 
thee* then thou shalt kill of thy herd and of 
thy. flock* which the Lord hath given thee* 
as I have commanded thee* and thou shalt 
eat in thy gates whatsoever thy soul lusteth 
after. Even as the roebuck and the hart is 
eaten* so thou shalt eat them: the unclean 
and the clean shall eat of them alike. Only 
be sure that thou eat not the blood : 1 for the 
blood is the life; and thou mayest not eat the 
life with the flesh. Thou shalt not eat it; 
thou shalt pour it upon the earth as water. 
Thou shalt not eat it ; that it may go well with 
thee, and with thy children after thee* when 
thou shalt do that which is right in the sight 
of the Lord. Only thy holy things which 
thou hast, and thy vows* thou shalt take, and 
go unto the place which the Lord shall 
choose: and thou shalt offer thy burnt offer- 
ings* the flesh and the blood* upon the altar 
of the Lord thy God: and the blood of thy 
sacrifices shall be poured out upon the altar 
of the Lord thy God, and thou shalt eat the 
flesh. Observe and hear . all these words 
which I command thee* that it may go well 
with thee* and with thy children after thee 
for ever* when thou doest that which is good 
and right in the sight of the Lord thy God, 

1 See pag 


A true and sirmg faith 

When the Lord thy God shall cut off the 
nations from before thee* whither thou goest 
to possess them* and thou suceeedest them* 
and dweilest in their land; take heed to thy- 
self that thou be not snared by following 
them* after that they be destroyed from 
before thee; and that thou inquire not after 
their gods* saying. How did these nations 
serve their gods? even so will I do likewise. 
Thou shalt not do so unto the Lord thy 
God: for every abomination to the Lord* 
which he hateth, have they done unto their 
gods; for even their sons and their daughters 
they have burnt in the fire to their gods. 
What thing soever I command you* observe 
to do it: thou shalt not add thereto* nor 
diminish from it. 

If there arise among you a prophet* or a 
dreamer of dreams* and giveth thee a sign 
or a wonder* and the sign or the wonder 
come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee* 
saying* Let us go after other gods* which thou 
hast not known* and let us serve them; thou 
shalt not hearken unto the words of that 
prophet* or that dreamer of dreams: for the 
Lord your God proveth you* to know 
whether ye love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul. Ye shall 
walk after the Lord your God* and fear him* 
and keep his commandments* and obey Ms 
voice, and ye shall serve him* and cleave 
unto him. And that prophet* or that dreamer 
of dreams* shall be put to death; because he 
hath spoken to turn you away from the Lord 
your God, which brought you out of the land 
of Egypt* and redeemed you out of the house 
of bondage* to thrust thee out of the way 
wMch the Lord thy God commanded thee 
to walk in. So shalt thou put the evil away 
from the midst of thee. 

If thy brother* the son of thy mother* or 
thy son* or thy daughter* or the wife of thy 
bosom* or thy friend* which is as thine own 
soul* entice thee secretly* saying* Let us go 
and serve other gods* which thou hast not 
known* thou* nor thy fathers ; namely* of the 
gods of the people wMch are round about 
you* nigh unto thee* or far off from thee* 
from the one end of the earth even unto the 
other end of the earth; thou shalt not con- 
sent unto him* nor hearken unto him; neither 
shall thine eye pity him* neither shalt thou 
spare* neither shalt thou conceal him : but 
135, 1. 
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thou shalt surely kill him; thine hand shall 
be first upon him to put him to death, and 
afterwards the hand of all the people. And 
thou shalt stone him with stones* that he 
die; because he hath sought to thrust thee 
away from the Lord thy God* which brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt* from the house 
of bondage. And all Israel shall hear* and 
fear* and shall do no more any such wicked- 
ness as this is among you. 

If thou shalt hear say in one of thy cities* 
which the Lord thy God hath given thee to 
dwell there* saying* Certain men* the children 
of Belial* are gone out from among you* and 
have withdrawn the inhabitants of their city* 
saying* Let us go and serve other gods* which 
ye have not known; then shalt thou inquire* 
and make search* and ask diligently; and* 
behold* if it be truth* and the thing certain* 
that such abomination is wrought among 
you; thou shalt surely smite the inhabitants 
of that city with the edge of the sword* 
destroying it utterly* and all that is therein* 
and the cattle thereof* with the edge of the 
sword. And thou shalt gather all the spoil of 
it into the midst of the street thereof* and 
shalt burn with fire the city* and all the spoil 
thereof every whit* for the Lord thy God: 
and it shall be an heap for ever; it shall not 
be built again. And there shall cleave nought 
of the cursed thing to thine hand: that the 
Lord may turn from the fierceness of his 
anger* and shew thee mercy* and have com- 
passion upon thee* and multiply thee* as he 
hath sworn unto thy fathers; when thou 
shalt hearken to the voice of the Lord thy 
God* to keep all his commandments which 
I command thee this day* to do that which 
is right in the eyes of the Lord thy God. 

A Healthy and Holy Life 

Ye are the children of the Lord your 
God: ye shall not cut yourselves* nor make 
any baldness between your eyes for the dead. 1 
For thou art an holy people unto the Lord 
thy God* and the Lord hath chosen thee to 
be a peculiar people unto himself* above all 
the nations that are upon the earth. 

Thou shalt not eat any abominable thing. 2 
These are the beasts which ye shall eat: the 
ox, the sheep* and the goat* the hart* and the 
roebuck, and the fallow deer, and the wild 
goat* and the pygarg* and the wild ox* and 
the chamois. And every beast that parteth 
the hoof* and cleaveth the cleft into two 
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claws* and cheweth the cud among the beasts, 
that ye shall eat. Nevertheless these ye shall 
not eat of them that chew the cud* or of them 
that divide the cloven hoof; as the camel* 
and the hare* and the coney: for they chew 
the cud* but divide not the hoof; therefore 
they are unclean unto you. And the swine, 
because it divideth the hoof* yet cheweth not 
the cud* it is unclean unto you: ye shall not 
eat of their flesh* nor touch their dead car- 
case. These ye shall eat of all that are in the 
waters : all that have fins and scales shall ye 
eat: and whatsoever hath not fins and scales 
ye may not eat; it is unclean unto you. 

Of all clean birds ye shall eat. But these 
are they of which ye shall not eat: the eagle, 
and the ossifrage* and the ospray* and the 
glede* and the kite* and the vulture after his 
kind* and every raven after his kind* and the 
owl* and the night hawk* and the cuckow, 
and the hawk after his kind, the little owl, 
and the great owl*’ and the swan, and the 
pelican* and the gier eagle* and the cormo- 
rant* and the stork* and the heron after her 
kind* and the lapwing* and the bat. And 
every creeping thing that flieth is unclean 
unto you: they shall not be eaten. But of all 
clean fowls ye may eat. 

Ye shall not eat of any thing that dieth of 
itself: thou shalt give it unto the stranger 
that is in thy gates* that he may eat it; or 
thou mayest sell it unto an alien: for thou 
art an holy people unto the Lord thy God. 
Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother's 
milk. 

Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of 
thy seed, that the field bringeth forth year by 
year. And thou shalt eat before the Lord 
thy God* in the place which he shall choose 
to place his name there* the tithe of thy com, 
of thy wine* and of thine oil* and the first- 
lings of thy herds and of thy flocks; that 
thou mayest leam to fear the Lord thy God 
always. And if the way be too long for thee* 
so that thou art not able to carry it; or if the 
place be too far from thee, which. the Lord 
thy God shall choose to set his name there* 
when the Lord thy God hath blessed thee; 
then shalt thou turn it into money* and bind 
up the money in thine hand* and shalt go 
unto the place which the Lord thy God 
shall choose: and thou shalt bestow that 
money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth after* 
for oxen, or for sheep* or for wine, or for 
strong drink* or for whatsoever thy soul 
2 See page 125* n. 1. 


1 Seek the favour of the dead by self-mutilation. 
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desireth: and thou shalt eat there before the 
Lord thy God, and thou shalt rejoice, thou, 
and thine household, and the Levite that is 
within thy gates ; thou shalt not forsake him; 
for he hath no part nor inheritance with thee. 

A Charitable Disposition 

At the end of three years thou shalt bring 
forth all the tithe of thine increase the same 
year, and shalt lay it up within thy gates: 
and the Levite, (because he hath no part nor 
inheritance with thee,) and the stranger, and 
the fatherless, and the widow, which are 
within thy gates, shall come, and shall eat 
and be satisfied ; that the Lord thy God may 
bless thee in all the work of thine hand which 
thou doest. 

At the end of every seven years thou shalt 
make a release. And this is the manner of 
the release : Every creditor that iendeth ought 
unto his neighbour shall release it; 1 he shall 
not exact it of his neighbour, or of his 
brother; because it is called the Lord’s 
release. Of a foreigner thou mayest exact it 
again: but that which is thine with thy 
brother thine hand shall release; save when 
there shall be no poor among you; for the 
Lord shall greatly bless thee in the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an 
inheritance to possess it: only if thou care- 
fully hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy 
God, to observe to do all these command- 
ments which I command thee this day. For 
the Lord thy God blesseth thee, as he 
promised thee: and thou shalt lend unto 
many nations, but thou shalt not borrow; 
and thou shalt reign over many nations, but 
they shall not reign over thee. 

If there be among you a poor man of one 
of thy brethren within any of thy gates in thy 
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, 
thou shalt not harden thine heart, nor shut 
thine hand from thy poor brother: but thou 
shalt open thine hand wide unto him, and 
shalt surely lend him sufficient for his need, 
in that which he wanteth. Beware that there 
be not a thought in thy wicked heart, saying. 
The seventh year, the year of release, is at 
hand; and thine eye be evil against thy poor 
brother, and thou givest him nought; and he 
cry unto the Lord against thee, and it be sin 
unto thee. Thou shalt surely give hi m , and 
thine heart shall not be grieved when thou 
givest unto him: because that for this thing 


the Lord thy God shall bless thee in all thy 
works, and in all that thou puttest thine 
hand unto. For the poor shall never cease 
out of the land: therefore I command thee, 
saying. Thou shalt open thine hand wide 
unto thy brother, to thy poor, and to thy 
needy, in thy land. 

And if thy brother, an Hebrew man, or an 
Hebrew woman, be sold unto thee, and serve 
thee six years ; then in the seventh year thou 
shalt let him go free from thee. And when 
thou sendest him out free from thee, thou 
shalt not let him go away empty: thou shalt 
furnish him liberally out of thy flock, and 
out of thy floor, and out of thy winepress: 
of that wherewith the Lord thy God hath 
blessed thee thou shalt give unto him. And 
thou shalt remember that thou wast a bond- 
man in the land of Egypt, and the Lord thy 
God redeemed thee: therefore I command 
thee this thing to day. And it shall be, if he 
say unto thee, I will not go away from thee; 
because he loveth thee and thine house, 
because he is well with thee; then thou shalt 
take an aul, and thrust it through his ear unto 
the door, and he shall be thy servant for ever. 
And also unto thy maidservant thou shalt 
do likewise. It shall not seem hard unto thee, 
when thou sendest him away free from thee; 
for he hath been worth a double hired ser- 
vant to thee, in serving thee six years: and 
the Lord thy God shall bless thee in all that 
thou doest. 

A Cheerful Spirit 

All the firstling males that come of thy 
herd and of thy flock thou shalt sanctify unto 
the Lord thy God: thou shalt do no work 
with the firstling of thy bullock, nor shear 
the firstling of thy sheep. Thou shalt eat it 
before the Lord thy God year by year in the 
place which the Lord shall choose, thou and 
thy household. And if there be any blemish 
therein, as if it be lame, or blind, or have any 
ill blemish, thou shalt not sacrifice it unto 
the Lord thy God. Thou shalt eat it within 
thy gates: the unclean and the dean person 
shall eat it alike, as the roebuck, and as the 
hart. Only thou shalt not eat the blood 
thereof; thou shalt pour it upon the ground 
as water. 

Observe the month of Abib, and keep the 
passover unto the Lord thy God: for in the 
month of Abib the Lord thy God brought 


^ 1116 natU?e ° fa charita !? le loan to a person overtaken by misfortune, and did not apply 
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thee forth out of Egypt by night. Thou shalt 
therefore sacrifice the passover unto the Lord 
thy God, of the flock and the herd, in the 
place which the Lord shall choose to place 
his name there. Thou shalt eat no leavened 
bread with it; seven days shalt thou eat un- 
leavened bread therewith, even the bread of 
affliction; for thou earnest forth out of the 
land of Egypt in haste: that thou mayest 
remember the day when thou earnest forth 
out of the land of Egypt all the days of thy 
life. And there shall be no leavened bread 
seen with thee in all thy coast seven days; 
neither shall there any thing of the flesh, 
which thou sacrificedst the first day at even, 
remain all night until the morning. Thou 
mayest not sacrifice the passover within any 
of thy gates, which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee: but at the place which the Lord thy 
God shall choose to place his name in, there 
thou shalt sacrifice the passover at even, at 
the going down of the sun, at the season that 
thou earnest forth out of Egypt. And thou 
shalt roast and eat it in the place which the 
Lord thy God shall choose: and thou shalt 
turn in the morning, and go unto thy tents. 
Six days thou shalt eat unleavened bread: 
and on the seventh day shall be a solemn 
assembly to the Lord thy God: thou shalt 
do no work therein. 

Seven weeks shalt thou number unto thee : 
begin to number the seven weeks from such 
time as thou beginnest to put the sickle to 
the corn. And thou shalt keep the feast of 
weeks unto the Lord thy God with a tribute 
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of a freewill offering of thine hand, which 
thou shalt give unto the Lord thy God, 
according as the Lord thy God hath blessed 
thee: and thou shalt rejoice before the Lord 
thy God, thou, and thy son, and thy daugh- 
ter, and thy manservant, and thy maidser- 
vant, and the Levite that is within thy gates, 
and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the 
widow, that are among you, in the place 
which the Lord thy God hath chosen to 
place his name there. And thou shalt re- 
member that thou wast a bondman in Egypt: 
and thou shalt observe and do these statutes. 

Thou shalt observe the feast of taber- 
nacles seven days, after that thou hast 
gathered in thy com and thy wine: and thou 
shalt rejoice in thy feast, thou, and thy son, 
and thy daughter, and thy manservant, and 
thy maidservant, and the Levite, the stranger, 
and the fatherless, and the widow, that are 
within thy gates. Seven days shalt thou keep 
a solemn feast unto the Lord thy God in the 
place which the Lord shall choose : because 
the Lord thy God shall bless thee in all thine 
increase, and in all the works of thine hands, 
therefore thou shalt surely rejoice. Three 
times in a year shall all thy males appear 
before the Lord thy God in the place 
which he shall choose; in the feast of un- 
leavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, 
and in the feast of tabernacles : and they shall 
not appear before the Lord empty: every 
man shall give as he is able, according to the 
blessing of the Lord thy God which he hath 
given thee. 


JUSTICE Deuteronomy 16, 18 — 19, 21 

Justice must be the foundation of the government of the people, and it must be faithfully 
administered by the officers of the state with a due regard to the inalienable rights of 
human personality. 


JUDGES and officers shalt thou make thee 
in all thy gates, which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee, throughout thy tribes : and they 
shall judge the people with just judgment. 
Thou shalt not wrest judgment; thou shalt 
not respect persons, neither take a gift: for a 
gift doth blind the eyes of the wise, and 
pervert the words of the righteous. That 
which, is altogether just shalt thou follow, 
that thou mayest live, and inherit the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

Thou shalt not plant thee a grove of any 
trees near unto the altar of the Lord thy 


God, which thou shalt make thee. Neither 
shalt thou set thee up any image; which the 
Lord thy God hateth. 

Thou shalt not sacrifice unto the Lord 
thy God any bullock, or sheep, wherein is 
blemish, or any evilfavouredness : for that is 
an abomination unto the Lord thy God. 

If there be found among you, within any 
of thy gates which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee, man or woman, that hath wrought 
wickedness in the sight of the Lord thy 
God, in transgressing his covenant, and hath 
gone and served other gods, and worshipped 
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them, either the sun, or moon, or any of the 
host of heaven, which I have not com- 
manded; and it be told thee, and thou hast 
heard of it, and inquired diligently, and, 
behold, it be true, and the thing certain, that 
such abomination is wrought in Israel; then 
shall thou bring forth that man or that 
woman, which have committed that wicked 
thing, unto thy gates, even that man or that 
woman, and shalt stone them with stones, 
till they die. At the mouth of two witnesses, 
or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of 
death be put to death; but at the mouth of 
one witness he shall not be put to death. The 
hands of the witnesses shall be first upon 
him to put him to death, and afterward the 
hands of all the people. So thou shalt put 
the evil away from among you. 

The Supreme Court 

If there arise a matter too hard for thee 
in Judgment, between blood and blood, 1 
between plea and plea, 2 and between stroke 
and stroke, 3 being matters of controversy 
within thy gates: then shalt thou arise, and 
get thee up into the place which the Lord 
thy God shall choose; and thou shalt come 
unto the priests the Levites, and unto the 


nations that are about me; thou shalt in any 
wise set him king over thee, whom the Lord 
thy God shall choose: one from among thy 
brethren shaft thou set king over thee: thou 
mayest not set a stranger over thee, which is 
not thy brother. But he shall not multiply 
horses to himself, nor cause the people to 
return to Egypt, to the end that he should 
multiply horses: forasmuch as the Lord hath 
said unto you. Ye shall henceforth return no 
more that way. Neither shall he multiply 
wives to himself, that his heart turn not 
away: neither shall he greatly multiply to 
himself silver and gold. 

And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the 
throne of his kingdom, that he shall write 
him a copy of this law in a book out of that 
which is before the priests the Levites: and 
it shall be with him, and he shall read therein 
all the days of his life: that he may learn to 
fear the Lord his God, to keep all the words 
of this law and these statutes, to do them: 
that his heart be not lifted up above Ms’ 
brethren, and that he turn not aside from 
the commandment, to the right hand, or to 
the left: to the end that he may prolong Ms 
days in his kingdom, he, and his children, in 
the midst of Israel. 


judge that shall be in those days, and in- p . 

quire; and they shall shew thee the sentence l he L nest 

of judgment: and thou shalt do according The priests the Levites, and all the tribe 
to the sentence, which they of that place of Levi, shall have no part nor inheritance 
which the Lord shall choose shall shew thee ; with Israel : they shall eat the offerings of the 
and thou shalt observe to do according to all Lord made by fire, and his inheritance, 
that they inform thee: according to the sen- Therefore shall they have no inheritance 
tence of the law wMch they shall teach thee, among their brethren: the Lord is their 


and according to the judgment which they 
shall tell thee, thou shalt do: thou shalt not 
decline from the sentence which they shall 
shew thee, to the right hand, nor to the left. 
And the man that will do presumptuously, 
and will not hearken unto the priest that 
standeth to minister there before the Lord 
thy God, or unto the judge, even that man 
shall die: and thou shalt put away the evil 
from Israel. And all the people shall hear, 
and fear, and do no more presumptuously. 

The King 

When thou art come unto the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee, and shalt 
possess it, and shalt dwell therein, and shalt 
say, I will set a king over me, like as all the 


1 Between manslaughter and murder. 


inheritance, as he hath said unto them. 
And this shall be the priesris due from 
the people, from them that offer a sacrifice, 
whether it be ox or sheep; and they shall 
give unto the priest the shoulder, and the 
two cheeks, and the maw. The firstfruit 
also of thy com, of thy wine, and of thine 
oil, and the first of the fleece of thy sheep, 
shalt thou give him. For the Lord thy God 
hath chosen him out of all thy tribes, to 
stand to minister in the name of the Lord, 
him and his sons for ever. 

And if a Levite come from any of thy 
gates out of all Israel, where he sojourned, 
and come with all the desire of his mind unto 
the place which the Lord shall choose; then 
he shall minister in the name of the Lord 
his God, as all his brethren the Levites do, 


Property disputes. 


Injuries and compensation. 
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which stand there before the Lord, They 
shall have like portions to eat, beside that 
which cometh of the sale of his patrimony. 

The Prophet 

When thou art come into the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou shalt 
not learn to do after the abominations of 
those nations. There shall not be found 
among you any one that maketh his son or 
his daughter to pass through the lire, or that 
useth divination, or an observer of times, or 
an enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a 
consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, 
or a necromancer. For all that do these 
things are an abomination unto the Lord* 
and because of these abominations the Lord 
thy God doth drive them out from before 
thee. Thou shalt be perfect with the Lord 
thy God. For these nations, which thou 
shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of 
times, and unto diviners: but as for thee, 
the Lord thy God hath not suffered thee so 
to do. 

The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee 
a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy 
brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall 
hearken; according to all that thou desiredst 
of the Lord thy God in Horeb in the day of 
the assembly, saying, Let me not hear again 
the voice of the Lord my God, neither let 
me see this great fire any more, that I die not. 
And the Lord said unto me, They have well 
spoken that which they have spoken. I will 
raise them up a Prophet from among their 
brethren, like unto thee, and will put my 
words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto 
them all that I shall command him. And it 
shall come to pass, that whosoever will not 
hearken unto my words which he shall speak 
in my name, I will require it of him. 

But the prophet, which shall presume to 
speak a word in my name, which I have not 
commanded him to speak, or that shall speak 
in the name of other gods, even that prophet 
shall die. And if thou say in thine heart. 
How shall we know the word which the 
Lord hath not spoken? When a prophet 
speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the 
thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the 
thing which the Lord hath not spoken, but 
the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: 
thou shalt not be afraid of him. 


Cities of Refuge 

When the Lord thy God hath cut off the 
nations, whose land the Lord thy God giveth 
thee, and thou succeedest them, and dwellest 
in their cities, and in their houses ; thou 
shalt separate three cities for thee in the 
midst of thy land, which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee to possess it. Thou shalt prepare 
thee a way, and divide the coasts of thy land, 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee to 
inherit, into three parts, that every slayer 
may fee thither. 

And this is the case of the slayer, which 
shall flee thither, that he may live: Whoso 
killeth his neighbour ignorantly, whom he 
hated not in time past; as when a man goeth 
into the wood with his neighbour to hew 
wood, and his hand fetcheth a stroke with 
the axe to cut down the tree, and the head 
slippeth from the helve, and lighteth upon 
his neighbour, that he die; he shall flee unto 
one of those cities, and live: lest the avenger 
of the blood pursue the slayer, while his 
heart is hot, and overtake him, because the 
way is long, and slay him; whereas he was 
not worthy of death, inasmuch as he hated 
him not in time past. Wherefore I command 
thee, saying. Thou shalt separate three cities 
for thee . 1 And if the Lord thy God enlarge 
thy coast, as he hath sworn unto thy fathers, 
and give thee all the land which he promised 
to give unto thy fathers; if thou shalt keep 
all these commandments to do them, which 
I command thee this day, to love the Lord 
thy God, and to walk ever in his ways; then 
shalt thou add three cities more for thee, 
beside these three: that innocent blood be 
not shed in thy land, which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee for an inheritance, and so 
blood be upon thee. 

But if any man hate his neighbour, and lie 
in wait for him, and rise up against him, and 
smite him mortally that he die, and fleeth 
into one of these cities: then the elders of his 
city shall send and fetch him thence, and 
deliver him into the hand of the avenger of 
blood, that he may die. Thine eye shall not 
pity him, but thou shalt put away the guilt 
of innocent blood from Israel, that it may 
go well with thee. 

Thou shalt not remove thy neighbour’s 
landmark, which they of old time have set in 


1 The person who kills another shall have a place of sanctuary until his case can be heard. Blood-revenge 
was evidently practised by Israel. Tradition says that, at cross-roads, there were signposts pointing to these 
cities. 
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thine inheritance, which thou shalt inherit 
in the land that the Lord thy God giveth 
thee to possess it. 

Witnesses 

One witness shall not rise up against a man 
for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin 
that he sinneth: at the mouth of two wit- 
nesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, 
shall the matter be established. If a false 
witness rise up against any man to testify 
against him that which is wrong; then 
both the men, between whom the con- 
troversy is, shall stand before the Lord, 


before the priests and the judges, which shall 
be in those days; and the judges shall make 
diligent inquisition: and, behold, if the wit- 
ness be a false witness, and hath testified 
falsely against his brother; then shall ye 
do unto him, as he had thought to have 
done unto his brother: so shalt thou put 
the evil away from among you. And those 
which remain shall hear, and fear, and 
shall henceforth commit no more any such 
evil among you. And thine eye shall not 
pity; but life shall go for life, eye for 
eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for 
foot. 


HUMANITY Deuteronomy 20, I— 21, 14 

This section sets forth the laws of warfare, where humanity as a virtue could hardly 
be expected to be extolled, particularly amongst the warlike people of the ancient world. 
But in this respect Israel differed from its neighbours. While other nations were feared 
for their savagery and ruthless destruction of property in wartime, Israel was renowned 
for its restrained methods of warfare. With the pictures of modem warfare, and the 
pitiless bombing of helpless civilians still fresh in our minds, we cannot read this ancient 
record of a primitive people's attempt to humanize war, without feelings of shame. 


WHEN thou goest out to battle against 
thine enemies, and seest horses, and chariots, 
and a people more than thou, be not afraid 
of them: for the Lord thy God is with thee, 
which brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt. And it shall be, when ye are come 
nigh unto the battle, that the priest shall 
approach and speak unto the people, and 
shall say unto them, Hear, O Israel, ye 
approach this day unto battle against your 
enemies: let not your hearts faint, fear not, 
and do not tremble, neither be ye terrified 
because of them; for the Lord your God is 
he that goeth with you, to fight for you 
against your enemies, to save you. And 
the officers shall speak unto the people, 
saying, What man is there that hath built 
a new house, and hath not dedicated it? 
let him go and return to his house, lest he 
die in the battle, and another man dedicate 
it. . And what man is he that hath planted 
a vineyard, and hath not yet eaten of it? let 
him also go and return unto his house, lest 
he die in the battle, and another man eat of 
it. And what man is there that hath betrothed 
a wife, and hath not taken her? let him go 
and return unto his house, lest he die in the 
battle, and another man take her. And the 
officers shall speak further unto the people, 


and they shall say, What man is there that 
is fearful and fainthearted? let him go and 
return unto his house, lest his brethren's 
heart faint as well as his heart. And it shall 
be, when the officers have made an end of 
speaking unto the people, that they shall 
make captains of the armies to lead the 
people. 

When thou comest nigh unto a city to 
fight against it, then proclaim peace unto it. 
And it shall be, if it make thee answer of 
peace, and open unto thee, then it shah be, 
that all the people that is found therein shall 
be tributaries unto thee, and they shall serve 
thee. And if it will make no peace with thee, 
but will make war against thee, then thou 
shalt besiege it: and when the Lord thy God 
hath delivered it into thine hands, thou shalt 
smite every male thereof with the edge of 
the sword: but the women, and the little 
ones, and the cattle, and all that is in the 
city, even all the spoil thereof, shalt thou 
take unto thyself: and thou shalt eat the 
spoil of thine enemies, which the Lord thy 
God hath given thee. Thus shalt thou do 
unto all the cities which are very far off from 
thee, which are not of the cities of these 
nations. But of the cities of these people, 
which the Lord thy God doth give thee for 
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an inheritance, thou shaft save alive nothing 
that breatheth: but thou shalt utterly destroy 
them; namely, the Hittites, and the Amo- 
rites, the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, the 
Hivites, and the Jebusites; as the Lord thy 
God hath commanded thee: that they teach 
you not to do after all their abominations, 
which they have done unto their gods; so 
should ye sin against the Lord your God. 1 

When thou shaft besiege a city a long time, 
in making war against it to take it, thou shalt 
not destroy the trees thereof by forcing an 
axe against them: for thou mayest eat of 
them, and thou shalt not cut them down (for 
the tree of the field is man’s life) to employ 
them in the siege : only the trees which thou 
knowest that they be not trees for meat, thou 
shalt destroy and cut them down; and thou 
shalt build bulwarks against the city that 
maketh war with thee, until it be subdued. 

Men found slain 

If one be found slain in the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee to possess it, 
lying in the field, and it be not known who 
hath slain him: then thy elders and thy 
judges shall come forth, and they shall 
measure unto the cities which are round 
about him that is slain: and it shall be, that 
the city which is next unto the slain man, 
even the elders of that city shall take an 
heifer, which ‘hath not been wrought with, 
and which hath not drawn in the yoke ; and 
the elders of that city shall bring down the 
heifer unto a rough valley, which is neither 
eared nor sown, and shall strike off the 
heifer’s neck there in the valley: and the 
priests the sons of Levi shall come near; for 


them the Lord thy God hath chosen to 
minister unto him, and to bless in the name 
of the Lord ; and by their word shall every 
controversy and every stroke be tried: and 
all the elders of that city, that are next unto 
the slain man, shall wash their hands over 
the heifer that is beheaded in the valley: and 
they shall answer and say, Our hands have 
not shed this blood, neither have our eyes 
seen it. Be merciful, O Lord, unto thy 
people Israel, whom thou hast redeemed, 
and lay not innocent blood unto thy people 
of Israel’s charge. And the blood shall be 
forgiven them. So shalt thou put away the 
guilt of innocent blood from among you, 
when thou shalt do that which is right in the 
sight of the Lord. 

Captives 

When thou goest forth to war against 
thine enemies, and the Lord thy God hath 
delivered them into thine hands, and thou 
hast taken them captive, and seest among 
the captives a beautiful woman, and hast a 
desire unto her, that thou wouldest have her 
to thy wife; then thou shalt bring her home 
to thine house; and she shall shave her head, 
and pare her nails ; and she shall put the rai- 
ment of her captivity from off her, and shall 
remain in thine house, and bewail her father 
and her mother a full month: and after that 
thou shalt go in unto her, and be her hus- 
band, and she shall be thy wife. And it shall 
be, if thou have no delight in her, then thou 
shalt let her go whither she will; but thou 
shalt not sell her at all for money, thou shalt 
not make merchandise of her, because thou 
hast humbled her. 


1 Let this point be borne in mind when reading this paragraph. Israel's attacks were against the corrupt 
practices and abominations of idolatry. Heathen cities that were prepared to abandon their demoralizing 
cults and were willing to come under Israel's rule, were not to be destroyed; and every city had to be given 
this chance. Israel itself was threatened with a like judgement if it gave itself up to these evil customs. See 
also p. 15 1. 
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RIGHTEOUSNESS Deuteronomy 21, 15 — 26, 19 

The laws covered by this section apply more particularly to times of peace. They deal 
with matters concerning om $ s person , , and the domestic and social relationships of an 
established community . Uprightness , honour 9 kindness , and mercy are among the graces 
of this ancient code . 


In the Home 

IF a man have two wives, one beloved, 
and another hated, and they have bom him 
children, both the beloved and the hated; 
and if the firstborn son be hers that was 
hated: then it shall be, when he maketh his 
sons to inherit that which he hath, that he 
may not make the son of the beloved first- 
born before the son of the hated, which is 
indeed the firstborn: but he shall acknow- 
ledge the son of the hated for the firstborn, 
by giving him a double portion of all that he 
hath: for he is the beginning of his strength; 
the right of the firstborn is his. 

If a man have a stubborn and rebellious 
[ . son, which will not obey the voice of his 

father, or the voice of his mother, and that, 
when they have chastened him, will not 
hearken unto them: then shall his father and 
his mother lay hold on him, and bring him 
out unto the elders of his city, and unto the 
gate of his place; and they shall say unto the 
elders of his city. This our son is stubborn 
and rebellious, he will not obey our voice; 
he is a glutton, and a drunkard. And all the 
men of Ms city shall stone him with stones, 
that he die: so shall thou put evil away from 
among you; and all Israel shall hear, and 
fear. 

On the Highway 

And if a man have committed a sin worthy 
of death, and he be to be put to death, and 
thou hang him on a tree: Ms body shall not 
remain ail night upon the tree, but thou shalt 
in any wise bury him that day ; 1 (for he that 
is hanged is accursed of God;) that thy land 
be not defiled, which the; Loan thy God 
giveth thee for an inheritance. 

Thou shalt not see thy brother’s ox or his 
sheep go astray, and hide thyself from them: 
thou shalt in any case bring them again unto 
thy brother. And if thy brother be not nigh 
unto thee, or if thou know him not, then thou 
shalt bring it unto thine own house, and it 

1 Because a dead body defiled the land. 


shall be with thee until thy brother seek after 
it, and thou shalt restore it to him again. In ■ ; 
like manner shalt thou do with Ms ass; and 
so shalt thou do with Ms raiment; and with 1 

all lost thing of thy brother’s, wMch he hath j 

lost, and thou hast found, shalt thou do like- 
wise; thou mayest not hide thyself. Thou 
shalt not see thy brother’s ass or Ms ox fall j 
down by the way, and Mde thyself from 
them : thou shalt surely help him to lift them 
up again. J 

The woman shall not wear that wMch 
pertaineth unto a man, neither shall a man 
put on a woman’s garment; for all that do 
so are abomination unto the Lord thy God. 

If a bird’s nest chance to be before thee 
in the way in any’ tree, or on the ground, 
whether they be young ones, or eggs, and _ 
the dam sitting upon the young, or upon 
the eggs, thou shalt not take the dam with the 
young: but thou shalt in any wise let the 
dam go, and take the young to thee; that it 
may be well with thee, and that thou mayest 
prolong thy days. 

When thou bulkiest a new house, then 
thou shalt make a battlement for thy roof, 
that thou bring not blood upon thine house, 
if any man fall from thence. 

Thou shalt not sow thy vineyard with 
divers seeds: lest the fruit of thy seed wMch 
thou hast sown, and the fruit of thy vine- 
yard, be defiled. Thou shalt not plow with 
an ox and an ass together. Thou shalt not 
wear a garment of divers sorts, as of woollen 
and linen together. 

Thou shalt make thee fringes 2 upon the 
four quarters of thy vesture, wherewith thou 
coyerest thyself. 

Personal Honour 

If any man take a wife, and go in unto her, 
and hate her, and give occasions of speech 
against her, and bring up an evil name upon 
her, and say, I took tMs woman, and when I 
came to her, I found her not a maid: then 
shall the father of the damsel, and her 

3 Twisted threads, as protective amulets. 
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mother, take and bring forth the tokens of 
the damsel’s virginity unto the elders of the 
city in the gate: and the damsel’s father shall 
say unto the elders, I gave my daughter unto 
this man to wife, and he hateth her; and, lo, 
he hath given occasions of speech against 
her, saying, I found not thy daughter a maid; 
and yet these are the tokens of my daughter’s 
virginity. And they shall spread the cloth 
before the elders of the city. And the elders 
of that city shall take that man and chastise 
him; and they shall amerce him in an hun- 
dred shekels of silver, and give them unto the 
father of the damsel, because he hath brought 
up an evil name upon a virgin of Israel: and 
she shall be his wife; he may not put her 
away all his days. But if this thing be true, 
and the tokens of virginity be not found for 
the damsel: then they shall bring out the 
damsel to the door of her father’s house, and 
the men of her city shall stone her with 
stones that she die : because she hath wrought 
folly in Israel, to play the whore in her 
father’s house: so shalt thou put evil away 
from among you. 

If a man be found lying with a woman 
married to an husband, then they shall both 
of them die, both the man that lay with the 
woman, and the woman: so shalt thou put 
away evil from Israel. 

If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed 
unto an husband, and a man find her in the 
dty, and lie with her; then ye shall bring 
them both out unto the gate of that city, and 
ye shall stone them with stones that they 
die; the damsel, because she cried not, being 
in the city; and the man, because he hath 
humbled his neighbour’s wife: so thou shalt 
put away evil from among you. 

But if a man find a betrothed damsel in 
the held, and the man force her, and lie with 
her: then the man only that lay with her 
shall die: but unto the damsel thou shalt do 
nothing; there is in the damsel no sin worthy 
of death: for as when a man riseth against 
his neighbour, and slayeth him, even so is 
this matter: for he found her in the field, and 
the betrothed damsel cried, and there was 
none to save her. 

If a man find a damsel that is a virgin, 
which is not betrothed, and lay hold on her, 
and lie with her, and they be found; then 
the man that lay with her shall give unto the 
damsel’s father fifty shekels of silver, and she 
shall be his wife; because he hath humbled 
her, he may not put her away all his days. 


DEUTERONOMY 23, 16 

A man shall not take his father’s wife, nor 
discover his father’s skirt. 

He that is wounded in the stones, or hath 
his privy member cut off, shall not enter 
into the congregation of the Lord. 

A bastard shall not enter into the congrega- 
tionof the Lord ; even to his tenth generation 
shall he not enter into the congregation of the 
Lord. 

An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter 
into the congregation of the Lord; even to 
their tenth generation shall they not enter 
into the congregation of the Lord for ever: 
because they met you not with bread and with 
water in the way, when ye came forth out of 
Egypt; and because they hired against thee 
Balaam the son of Beor of Pethor of Mesopo- 
tamia, to curse thee. Nevertheless the Lord 
thy God would not hearken unto Balaam; 
but the Lord thy God turned the curse into 
a blessing unto thee, because the Lord thy 
God loved thee. Thou shalt not seek their 
peace nor their prosperity all thy days for ever. 

Thou shalt not abhor an Edomite; for he 
is thy brother: thou shalt not abhor an 
Egyptian; because thou wast a stranger in 
his land. The children that are begotten of 
them shall enter into the congregation of the 
Lord in their third generation. 

When the host goeth forth against thine 
enemies, then keep thee from every wicked 
thing. If there be among you any man, that 
is not clean by reason of uncleanness that 
chanceth him by night, then shall he go 
abroad out of the camp, he shall not come 
within the camp : but it shall be, when even- 
ing cometh on, he shall wash himself with 
water: and when the sun is down, he shall 
come into the camp again. Thou shalt have 
a place also without the camp, whither thou 
shalt go forth abroad: and thou shalt have 
a paddle upon thy weapon; and it shall be, 
when thou wilt ease thyself abroad, thou 
shalt dig therewith, and shalt turn back and 
cover that which cometh from thee : for the 
Lord thy God walketh in the midst of thy 
camp, to deliver thee, and to give up thine 
enemies before thee; therefore shall thy 
camp be holy: that he see no unclean thing 
in thee, and turn away from thee. 

Thou shalt not deliver unto his master the 
servant which is escaped from his master 
unto thee: he shall dwell with thee, even 
among you, in that place which he shall 
choose in one of thy gates, where it likech 
him best: thou shalt not oppress him. 
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There shall be no whore of the daughters 
of Israel* nor a sodomite of the sons of 
Israel. Thou shalt not bring the hire of a 
whore., or the price of a dog* into the house 
of the Lord thy God for any vow: for even 
both these are abomination unto the Lord 
thy God. 

Usury 

Thou shalt not lend upon usury to thy 
brother; usury of money* usury of victuals* 
usury of any thing that is lent upon usury: 
unto a stranger 1 thou mayest lend upon 
usury; but unto thy brother thou shalt not 
lend upon usury: that the Lord thy God 
may bless thee in all that thou settest thine 
hand to in the land whither thou goest to 
possess it. 

Vows 

When thou shalt vow a vow unto the Lord 
thy God* thou shalt not slack to pay it: for 
the Lord thy God will surely require it of 
thee; and it would be sin in thee. But if thou 
shalt forbear to vow* it shall be no sin in thee. 
That which is gone out of thy lips thou shalt 
keep and perform; even a freewill offering* 
according as thou hast vowed unto the Lord 
thy God* which thou hast promised with thy 
mouth. 

Neighbourliness 

When thou comest into thy neighbour’s 
vineyard* then thou mayest eat grapes thy 
fill at thine own pleasure; but thou shalt not 
put any in thy vessel. When thou comest 
into the standing com of thy neighbour* then 
thou mayest pluck the ears with thine hand; 
but thou shalt not move a sickle unto thy 
neighbour’s standing com. 

Marriage 

When a man hath taken a wife* and married 
her* and it come to pass that she find no 
favour in his eyes* because he hath found 
some uncleanness in her: then let him write 
her a bill of divorcement* and give it in her 
hand* and send her out of his house. And 
when she is departed out of his house* she 
may go and be another man’s wife. And if 
the latter husband hate her* and write her a 
bill of divorcement* and giveth it in her 


hand* and sendeth her out of Ms house; or 
if the latter husband die* which took her to 
be Ms wife; her former husband* wMch sent 
her away* may not take her again to be Ms 
wife* after that she is defiled; for that is 
abomination before the Lord : and thou shalt 
not cause the land to sin* which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee for an inheritance. 

When a man hath taken a new wife* he 
shall not go out to war* neither shall he be 
charged with any business; but he shall be 
free at home one year* and shall cheer up Ms 
wife which he hath taken. 

Pledges 

No man shall take the nether or the upper 
millstone to pledge: for he taketh a man’s 
life to pledge. 

If a man be found stealing any of Ms 
brethren of the children of Israel* and maketh 
merchandise of him* or selleth him; then that 
thief shall die; and thou shalt put evil away 
from among you. 

Take heed in the plague of leprosy* that 
thou observe diligently* and do according to 
all that the priests the Levites shall teach 
you: as I commanded them* so ye shall 
observe to do. Remember what the Lord 
thy God did unto Miriam by the way* after 
that ye were come forth out of Egypt. 

When thou dost lend thy brother any 
thing* thou shalt not go into Ms house to 
fetch Ms pledge . 2 Thou shalt stand abroad* 
and the man to whom thou dost lend shall 
bring out the pledge abroad unto thee. And 
if the man be poor, thou shalt not sleep with 
Ms pledge: in any case thou shalt deliver 
him the pledge again when the sun goeth 
down* that he may sleep in his own raiment* 
and bless thee: and it shall be righteousness 
unto thee before the Lord thy God. 

Thou shalt not oppress an hired servant 
that is poor and needy* whether he be of thy 
brethren, or of thy strangers that are in thy 
land within thy gates: at Ms day thou shalt 
give him Ms hire* neither shall the sun go 
down upon it; for he is poor* and setteth his 
heart upon it: lest he cry against thee unto 
the Lord* and it be sin unto thee. 

Justice 

The fathers shall not be put to death for 
the children* neither shall the children be 


* stranger* is meant merchant-trader not resident in the place. A loan to a necessitous brother was on 
a different footing. 2 The feelings of a poor man must be respected. 
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put to death for the fathers : every man shall 
be put to death for his own sin. 

Thou shalt not pervert the judgment of 
the stranger, nor of the fatherless; nor take 
a widow’s raiment to pledge; but thou shalt 
remember that thou wast a bondman in 
Egypt, and the Lord thy God redeemed 
thee thence; therefore I command thee to 
do this thing. 

Kindness 

When thou cuttest down thine harvest in 
thy field, and hast forgot a sheaf in the field, 
thou shalt not go again to fetch it: it shall 
be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and 
for the widow: that the Lord thy God may 
bless thee in all the work of thine hands. 
When thou beatest thine olive tree, thou 
shalt not go over the boughs again: it shall 
be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and 
for the widow. When thou gatherest the 
grapes of thy vineyard, thou shalt not glean 
it afterward: it shall be for the stranger, for 
the fatherless, and for the widow. And thou 
shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in 
the land of Egypt; therefore I command thee 
to do this thing. 

If there be a controversy between men, 
and they come unto judgment, that the 
judges may judge them; then they shall 
justify the righteous, and condemn the 
wicked. And it shall be, if the wicked man 
be worthy to be beaten, that the judge shall 
cause him to lie down, and to be beaten 
before his face, according to his fault, by a 
certain number. Forty stripes he may give 
him, and not exceed: lest, if he should ex- 
ceed, and beat him above these with many 
stripes, then thy brother should seem vile 
unto thee. 1 


If brethren dwell together, and one of 
them die, and have no child, the wife of the 
dead shall not marry without unto a stranger: 
her husband’s brother shall go in unto her, 
and take her to him to wife, and perform the 
duty of an husband’s brother unto her. And 
it shall be, that the firstborn which she bear- 
ed! shall succeed in the name of his brother 
which is dead, that his name be not put out 
of Israel. And if the man like not to take his 
brother’s wife, then let his brother’s wife go 
up to the gate unto the elders, and say. My 
husband’s brother refuseth to raise up unto 
his brother a name in Israel, he will not per- 
form the duty of my husband’s brother. 
Then the elders of his city shall call Mm, and 
speak unto him: and if he stand to it, and 
say, I like not to take her; then shall his 
brother’s wife come unto him in the presence 
of the elders, and loose Ms shoe from off 
Ms foot, and spit in his face, and shall 
answer and say. So shall it be done unto 
that man that will not build up his brother’s 
house. And his name shall be called in 
Israel, The house of him that hath his shoe 
loosed. 

When men strive together one with 
another, and the wife of the one draweth 
near for to deliver her husband out of the 
hand of him that smiteth him, and putteth 
forth her hand, and taketh him by the 
secrets: then thou shalt cut off her hand, 
thine eye shall not pity her. 

Honesty 

Thou shalt not have in thy bag divers 
weights, a great and a small. Thou shalt not 
have in thine house divers measures, a great 
and a small. But thou shalt have a perfect 
and just weight, a perfect and just measure 


Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he shalt thou have: that thy days may be 
treadeth out the com. lengthened in the land wMch the Lord ; 

1 Even his punishment must not be of such a character or extent as to injure him or destroy his resp* »■ 


as a brother. 
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DEUTERONOMY 25, 15 

God giveth thee. For all that do such things, 
and all that do unrighteously, are an abomina- 
tion unto the Lord thy God. 

Remember what Amalek did unto thee by 
the way, when ye were come forth out of 
Egypt; how he met thee by the way, and 
smote the hindmost of thee, even all that 
were feeble behind thee, when thou wast 


faint and weary; and he feared not God. 
Therefore it shall be, when the Lord thy 
God hath given thee rest from all thine 
enemies round about, in the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee for an inheritance 
to possess it, that thou shalt blot out the 
remembrance of Amalek from under heaven; 
thou shalt not forget it. 


THANKSGIVING Deuteronomy 26 , 1-19 

What a note on which to finish a code of laws! Rules and regulations followed by 
rejoicing, demands followed by an outburst of devotion, orders followed by joyous 
offerings of firstfruits. 


AND it shall be, when thou art come in 
unto the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest 
it, and dweliest therein; that thou shalt take 
of the first of all the fruit of the earth, which 
thou shalt bring of thy land that the Lord 
thy God giveth thee, and shalt put it in a 
basket, and shalt go unto the place which the 
Lord thy God shall choose to place his name 
there. And thou shalt go unto the priest that 
shall be in those days, and say unto him, I 
profess this day unto the Lord thy God, that 
I am come unto the country which the Lord 
sware unto our fathers for to give us. And 
the priest shall take the basket out of thine 
hand, and set it down before the altar of the 
Lord thy God. And thou shalt speak and 
say before the Lord thy God, A Syrian ready 
to perish was my father, and he went down 
into Egypt, and sojourned there with a few, 
and became there a nation, great, mighty, 
and populous: and the Egyptians evil en- 
treated us, and afflicted us, and laid upon 
us hard bondage: and when we cried unto 
the Lord God of our fathers, the Lord 
heard our voice, and looked on our affliction, 
and our labour, and our oppression: and the 
Lord brought us forth out of Egypt with a 
mighty hand, and with an outstretched arm, 
and with great terribleness, and with signs, 
and with wonders: and he hath brought us 
into this place, and hath given us this land, 
even a land that floweth with milk and honey. 
And now, behold, I have brought the first- 
fruits of the land, which thou, O Lord, hast 
given me. And thou shalt set it before the 
Lord thy God, and worship before the Lord 
thy God : and thou shalt rejoice in every good 
thing which the Lord thy God hath given 
unto thee, and unto thine house, thou, and the 
Levity and the stranger that is among you. 


When thou hast made an end of tithing all 
the tithes of thine increase the third year, 
which is the year of tithing, and hast given it 
unto the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, 
and the widow, that they may eat within thy 
gates, and be filled; then thou shalt say be- 
fore the Lord thy God, I have brought away 
the hallowed things out of mine house, and 
also have given them unto the Levite, and 
unto the stranger, to the fatherless, and to 
the widow, according to ail thy command- 
ments which thou hast commanded me: 1 
have not transgressed thy commandments, 
neither have I forgotten them: I have not 
eaten thereof in my mourning, neither have 
I taken away ought thereof for any unclean 
use, nor given ought thereof for the dead: 
but I have hearkened to the voice of the 
Lord my God, and have done according to 
all that thou hast commanded me. Look 
down from thy holy habitation, from heaven, 
and bless thy people Israel, and the land 
which thou hast given us, as thou swarest 
unto our fathers, a land that fioweth with 
milk and honey. 

This day the Lord thy God hath com- 
manded thee to do these statutes and judg- 
ments: thou shalt therefore keep and do 
them with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul. Thou hast avouched the Lord this day 
to be thy God, and to walk in his ways, and 
to keep his statutes, and Ms commandments, 
and Ms judgments, and to hearken unto Ms 
voice: and the Lord hath avouched thee tMs 
day to be Ms peculiar people, as he hath 
promised thee, and that thou shouidest keep 
all Ms commandments ; and to make thee 
Mgh above all nations wMch he hath made, 
in praise, and in name, and in honour; and 
that thou mayest be an holy people unto the 
Lord thy God, as he hath spoken. 
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To-morrow is the heritage of the children of to-day 

THE REVELATION FOR THE FUTURE 

DEUTERONOMY CHAPTERS 27, i— 31 , 13 

The Sacred Story does not end with the entrance into and possession of Canaan „ nor 
will it end when humanity reaches , if it ever does , its earthly paradise . For the destiny 
of man lies not in time; it has no end , save in the infinities of God . But its to-morrow 9 
our children’s day y may he rich with blessing . The issue depends not on the race to 
which the children belongs not upon their colour or bloody but upon their spirit; and the 
responsibility for creating the right spirit within them falls largely on us. 


AND 1 Moses with the eiders of Israel 
£\|. commanded the people, saying, 
jP*% Keep ail the commandments which 
JL JL I command you this day. And it 
shall be on the day when ye shall pass over 
Jordan unto the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee, that thou shalt set thee up 
great stones, and plaister them with plaister: 
and thou shalt write upon them all the words 
of this law, when thou art passed over, that 
thou mayest go in unto the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee, a land that 
floweth with milk and honey; as the Lord 
God of thy fathers hath promised thee. 
Therefore it shall be when ye be gone over 
Jordan, that ye shall set up these stones, 
which I command you this day, in mount 
Ebal, and thou shalt plaister them with 
plaister. And there shalt thou build an altar 
unto the Lord thy God, an altar of stones: 
thou shalt not lift up any iron tool upon 
them. Thou shalt build the altar of the Lord 
thy God of whole stones : and thou shalt offer 
burnt offerings thereon unto the Lord thy 
God: and thou shalt offer peace offerings, 
and shalt eat there, and rejoice before the 
Lord thy God. And thou shalt write upon 
the stones all the words of this law very 
plainly. 


And Moses and the priests the Levites 
spake unto all Israel, saying, Take heed, and 
hearken, O Israel; this day thou art become 
the people of the Lord thy God. Thou shalt 
therefore obey the voice of the Lord thy 
God, and do his commandments and Ms 
statutes, which I command thee this day. 

And Moses charged the people the same 
day, saying, These shall stand upon mount 
Gerizim to bless the people, when ye are 
come over Jordan; Simeon, and Levi, and 
Judah, and Issachar, and Joseph, and Benja- 
min: and these shall stand upon mount Ebal 
to curse; Reuben, Gad, and Asher, and 
Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali. 

And the Levites shall speak, and say unto 
all the men of Israel with a loud voice, 

Cursed be the man that maketh any graven 
or molten image, an abomination unto the 
Lord, the work of the hands of the crafts- 
man, and putteth it in a secret place. And ail 
the people shall answer and say, Amen. 

Cursed be he that setteth light by his 
father or his mother. And all the people shall 
say. Amen. 

Cursed be he that removeth his neigh- 
bour’s landmark. And all the people shall 
say. Amen. 

Cursed be he that maketh the blind to 


1 Accepting Deuteronomy as it stands we have made this chapter, which speaks of the future, the beginning 
of the third speech, but the generally accepted view is that the chapter is a later insertion having no affinity 
in thought or expression with the chapter that precedes or with the chapter that follows it. 


wander out of the way. And all the people 
shall say. Amen. 

Cursed be he that perverteth the judg- 
ment of the stranger, fatherless, and widow. 
And all the people shall say. Amen. 

Cursed be he that lieth with his father's 
wife; because he uncovereth his father's 
skirt. And ail the people shall say. Amen. 

Cursed be he that Meth with any manner 
of beast. And all the people shall say, 
Amen. 

Cursed be he that lieth with his sister, the 
daughter of his father, or the daughter of 
his mother. And all the people shall say, 
Amen. 

Cursed be he that lieth with his mother in 
law. And all the people shah say. Amen. 

Cursed be he that smiteth his neighbour 
secretly. And all the people shall say. Amen. 

Cursed be he that taketh reward to slay an 
Innocent person. And all the people shall 
say. Amen. 

Cursed be he that confirmed! not all the 
words of this law to do them. And all the 
people shall say, Amen. 

And 1 it shall come to pass, if thou shalt 
hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord 
thy God, to observe and to do all his com- 
mandments which I command thee this day, 
that the Lord thy 'God will set thee on high 
above all nations of the earth: and all these 
blessings shall come on thee, and overtake 
thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of 
the Lord thy God. Blessed shalt thou be in 
the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field. 
Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the 
fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, 
the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of 
thy sheep. Blessed shall be thy basket and 
thy store. Blessed shalt thou be when thou 
comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when 
thou goest out. 

The Lord shall cause thine enemies that 
rise up against thee to be smitten before thy 
face: they shall come out against thee one 
way, and flee before thee seven ways. The 
Lord shall command the blessing upon thee 
in thy storehouses, and in all that thou settest 
thine hand unto; and he shall bless thee in 
the land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee. The Lord shall establish thee an holy 
people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto 
thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments 


of the Lord thy God, and walk in his ways. 
And all people of the earth shall see that 
thou art called by the name of the Lord; and 
they shall be afraid of thee. And the Lord 
shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the 
fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy 
cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, in the 
land which the Lord sware unto thy fathers 
to give thee. The Lord shall open unto thee 
his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain 
unto thy land in his season, and to bless all 
the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend 
unto many nations, and thou shalt not bor- 
row. And the Lord shall make thee the head, 
and not the tail; and thou shalt be above 
only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that 
thou hearken unto the commandments of the 
Lord thy God, which I command thee this 
day, to observe and to do them: and thou 
shalt not go aside from any of the words 
which I command thee this day, to the right 
hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to 
serve them. 

But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not 
hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, 
to observe to do all his commandments and 
his statutes which I command thee this day; 
that all these curses shall come upon thee, 
and overtake thee: cursed shalt thou be in 
the city, and cursed shalt thou be in the field. 
Cursed shall be thy basket and thy store. 
Cursed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the 
fruit of thy land, the increase of thy kine, and 
the flocks of thy sheep. Cursed shalt thou be 
when thou comest in, and cursed shalt thou 
be when thou goest out. 

The Lord shall send upon thee cursing, 
vexation, and rebuke, in all that thou settest 
thine hand unto for to do, until thou be de- 
stroyed, and until thou perish quickly; be- 
cause of the wickedness of thy doings, 
whereby thou hast forsaken me. The Lord 
shall make the pestilence cleave unto thee, 
until he have consumed thee from off the 
land, whither thou goest to possess it. The 
Lord shall smite thee with a consumption, 
and with a fever, and with an inflammation, 
and with an extreme burning, and with the 
sword, and with blasting, and with mildew; 
and they shall pursue thee until thou perish. 
And thy heaven that is over thy head shall be 
brass, and the earth that is under thee shall 
be iron. The Lord shall make the rain of thy 


1 From this point to the end of this section we have, according to general opinion, the conclusion of the 
Book of Laws, which was interrupted by the insertion noted. Because there is uncertainty on the matter 
we have felt at liberty to follow the course adopted. 
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land powder and dust: from heaven shall it 
come down upon thee, until thou be de- 
stroyed. 

The Lord shall cause thee to be smitten 
before thine enemies.: thou shalt go out one 
way against them, and flee seven ways before 
them: and shalt be removed into all the 
kingdoms of the earth. And thy carcase shall 
be meat unto all fowls of the air, and unto the 
beasts of the earth, and no man shall fray 
them away. The Lord will smite thee with 
the botch of Egypt, and with the emerods, 
and with the scab, and with the itch, whereof 
thou canst not be healed. The Lord shall 
smite thee with madness, and blindness, 
and astonishment of heart: and thou shalt 
grope at noonday, as the blind gropeth in 
darkness, and thou shalt not prosper in thy 
ways : and thou shalt be only oppressed and 
spoiled evermore, and no man shall save 
thee. Thou shalt betroth a wife, and another 
man shall lie with her: thou shalt build an 
house, and thou shalt not dwell therein: thou 
shalt plant a vineyard, and shalt not gather 
the grapes thereof. Thine ox shall be slain 
before thine eyes, and thou shalt not eat 
thereof: thine ass shall be violently taken 
away from before thy face, and shall not be 
restored to thee: thy sheep shall be given 
unto thine enemies, and thou shalt have none 
to rescue them. Thy sons and thy daughters 
shall be given unto another people, and thine 
eyes shall look, and fail with longing for them 
all the day long : and there shall be no might in 
thine hand. The fruit of thy land, and all thy 
labours, shall a nation which thou knowest 
not eat up; and thou shalt be only oppressed 
and crushed alway: so that thou shalt be 
mad for the sight of thine eyes which thou 


shalt see. The Lord shall smite thee in the 
knees, and in the legs, with a sore botch that 
cannot be healed, from the sole of thy foot 
unto the top of thy head. 

The Lord shall bring thee, and thy king 
which thou shalt set over thee, unto a nation 
which neither thou nor thy fathers have 
known; and there shalt thou serve other 
gods, wood and stone. And thou shalt be- 
come an astonishment, a proverb, and a by- 
word, among all nations whither the Lord 
shall lead thee. Thou shalt carry much seed 
out into the field, and shalt gather but little 
in; for the locust shall consume it. Thou 
shalt plant vineyards, and dress them, but 
shalt neither drink of the wine, nor gather 
the grapes; for the worms shall eat them. 
Thou shalt have olive trees throughout all 
thy coasts, but thou shalt not anoint thyself 
with the oil; for thine olive shall cast his 
fruit. Thou shalt beget sons and daughters, 
but thou shalt not enjoy them; for they shall 
go into captivity. All thy trees and fruit of 
thy land shall the locust consume. The 
stranger that is within thee shall get up above 
thee very high; and thou shalt come down 
very low. He shall lend to thee, and thou 
shalt not lend to him: he shall be the head, 
and thou shalt be the tail. Moreover all these 
curses shall come upon thee, and shall pursue 
thee, and overtake thee, till thou be de- 
stroyed; because thou hearkenedst not unto 
the voice of the Lord thy God, to keep his 
commandments and his statutes which he 
commanded thee : and they shall be upon thee 
for a sign and for a wonder, and upon thy 
seed for ever. 

Because thou servedst not the Lord thy 
God with joyfulness, and with gladness of 
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heart, for the abundance of all things ; there- 
fore shaft thou serve thine enemies which the 
Lord shall send against thee, in hunger, and 
in thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of all 
things; and he shall .put a yoke of iron upon 
thy neck, until he have destroyed thee. The 
Lord shall bring a nation against thee from 
far, from the end of the earth, as swift as the 
eagle flieth; a nation whose tongue thou shalt 
not understand; a nation of fierce counten- 
ance, which shall not regard the person of 
the old, nor shew favour to the young; and 
he shall eat the fruit of thy cattle, and the 
fruit of thy land, until thou be destroyed: 
which also shall not leave thee either com, 
wine, or oil, or the increase of thy kine, or 
flocks of thy sheep, until he have destroyed 
thee* And he shall besiege thee in all thy 
gates, until thy high and fenced walls come 
down, wherein thou trustedst, throughout all 
thy land: and he shall besiege thee in all thy 
gates throughout all thy land, which the 
Lord thy God hath given thee. And thou 
shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the 
flesh of thy sons and of thy daughters, which 
the Lord thy God hath given thee, in the 
siege, and in the straitness, wherewith thine 
enemies shall distress thee; so that the man 
that is tender among you, and very delicate, 
Ms eye shall be evil toward his brother, and 
toward the wife of his bosom, and toward the 
remnant of his children which he shall leave : 
so that he will not give to any of them of the 
flesh of Ms children whom he shall eat: be- 
cause he hath nothing left him in the siege, 
and in the straitness, wherewith thine ene- 
mies shall distress thee in all thy gates. The 
tender and delicate woman amo ng you, 
which would not adventure to set the sole of 


her foot upon the ground for delicateness 
and tenderness, her eye shall be evil toward 
the husband of her bosom, and toward her 
son, and toward her daughter, and toward 
her young one that cometh out from between 
her feet, and toward her children which she 
shall bear: for she shall eat them for want of 
all things secretly in the siege and straitness, 
wherewith thine enemy shall distress thee In 
thy gates. 

If thou wilt not observe to do all the 
words of this law that are written in this 
book, that thou mayest fear this glorious and 
fearful name, THE LORD THY GOD; 
then the Lord will make thy plagues wonder- 
ful, and the plagues of thy seed, even great 
plagues, and of long continuance, and sore 
sicknesses, and of long continuance. More- 
over he will bring upon thee all the diseases 
of Egypt, which thou wast afraid of; and they 
shall cleave unto thee. Also every sickness, 
and every plague, which is not written in the 
book of this law, them will the Lord bring 
upon thee, until thou be destroyed. And ye 
shall be left few in number, whereas ye were 
as the stars of heaven for multitude; because 
thou wouldest not obey the voice of the Lord 
thy God. And it shall come to pass, that as 
the Lord rejoiced over you to do you good, 
and to multiply you; so the Lord will rejoice 
over you to destroy you, and to bring you to 
nought; and ye shall be plucked from off the 
land whither thou goest to possess it. And 
the Lord shall scatter thee among all people, 
from the one end of the earth even unto the 
other; and there thou shalt serve other gods, 
wMch neither thou nor thy fathers have 
known, even wood and stone. And among 
these nations shalt thou find no ease, neither 
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shall the sole of thy foot have rest: but the 
Lord shall give thee there a trembling heart, 
and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind : and 
thy life shall hang in doubt before thee; and 
thou shalt fear day and night, and shalt have 
none assurance of thy life: in the morning 
thou shalt say. Would God it were evenl and 
at even thou shalt say. Would God it were 


GOD’S COVENANT 

DEUTERONOMY 


morning! for the fear of thine heart where- 
with thou shalt fear, and for the sight of thine 
eyes which thou shalt see. And the Lord 
shall bring thee into Egypt again with ships, 
by the way whereof £ spake unto thee, Thou 
shalt see it no more again: and there ye shall 
be sold unto your enemies for bondmen and 
bondwomen, and no man shall buy you. 


FOR TO-MORROW 


CHAPTERS 29 , i- 30 , 20 

Our dread of the future arises from its uncertainty. But, saith the Lord , there is no 
need to be uncertain. The issues lie with Me. You do not know the future, but you 
know the Law. It is for you to keep the Law: I shall keep the promises. 


THESE are the words of the covenant, 
which the Lord commanded Moses to make 
with the children of Israel in the land of 
Moab, beside the covenant which he made 
with them in Horeb. 

And 1 Moses called unto all Israel, and said 
unto them. Ye have seen all that the Lord 
did before your eyes in the land of Egypt 
unto Pharaoh, and unto all his servants, and 
unto all his land; the great temptations 
which thine eyes have seen, the signs, and 
those great miracles: yet the Lord hath not 
given you an heart to perceive, and eyes to 
see, and ears to hear, unto this day. And I 
have led you forty years in the wilderness: 
your clothes are not waxen old upon you, 
and thy shoe is not waxen old upon thy foot. 
Ye have not eaten bread, neither have ye 


drunk wine or strong drink: that ye might 
know that I am the Lord your God. And 
when ye came unto this place, Sihon the king 
of Heshbon, and Og. the king of Bashan, 
came out against us unto battle, and we 
smote them: and we took their land, and 
gave it for an inheritance unto the Reuben- 
ites, and to the Gadites, and to the half tribe 
of Manasseh. Keep therefore the words of 
this covenant, and do them, that ye may 
prosper in all that ye do. 

Ye stand this day all of you before the 
Lord your God; your captains of your tribes, 
your elders, and your officers, with all the 
■ men of Israel, your little ones, your wives, 
and thy stranger that is in thy camp, from 
the hewer of thy wood unto the drawer of thy 
water: that thou shouldest enter into cove- 


i Th e third speech, according to some scholars, begins here, and extends to the middle of p. 233. 
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nant with the Lord thy God, and into his 
oath, which the Lord thy God maketh with 
thee this day: that he may establish thee to 
day for a people unto himself, and that he 
may be unto thee a God, as he hath said unto 
thee, and as he hath sworn unto thy fathers, 
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

Neither with you only do I make this 
covenant and this oath; but with him that 
standeth here with us this day before the 
Lord our God, and also with him that is not 
here with us this day: (for ye know how we 
have dwelt in the land of Egypt; and how we 
came through the nations which ye passed 
' by; and ye have seen their abominations, and 
. their idols, wood and stone, silver and gold, 
which were among them:) lest there should 
be among you man, or woman, or family, or 
tribe, whose heart turneth away this day 
from the Lord out God, to go and serve the 
gods of these nations; lest there should be 
among you a root that beareth gall and worm- 
wood; and it come to pass, when he heareth 
the words of this curse, that he bless himself 
in his heart, saying, I shall have peace, 
though I walk in the imagination of mine 
heart, to add drunkenness to thirst: the Lord 
will not spare him, but then the anger of the 
Lord and his jealousy shall smoke against 
that man, and all the curses that are written 
in this book shall lie upon him, and the Lord 
shall blot out his name from under heaven. 
And the Lord shall separate him unto evil 
out of all the tribes of Israel, according to all 
the curses of the covenant that are written in 
this book of the law: so that the generation 
to come of your children that shall rise up 
after you, and the stranger that shall come 
from a far land, shall say, when they see the 
plagues of that land, and the sicknesses which 
the Lord hath laid upon it; and that the 
whole land thereof is brimstone, and salt, 
and burning, that it is not sown, nor 
beareth, nor any grass groweth therein, 
like the overthrow of Sodom, and Gomor- 
rah, Admah, and Zeboim, which the Lord 
overthrew in his anger, and in his wrath: 
even all nations shall say, Wherefore hath 
the Lord done thus unto this land? what 
meaneth the heat of this great anger? Then 
men shall say, Because they have forsaken 
the covenant of the Lord God of their 
fathers, which he made with them when he 
brought them forth out of the land of Egypt : 
for they went and served other gods, and 
worshipped them, gods whom they knew not. 


and whom he had not given unto them: and 
the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
this land, to bring upon it all the curses that 
are written in this book : and the Lord rooted 
them out of their land in anger, and in wrath, 
and in great indignation, and cast them into 
another land as it is this day. The secret 
things belong unto the Lord our God: but 
those things which are revealed belong unto 
us and to our children for ever, that we may 
do all the words of this law. 

And it shall come to pass, when all these 
things are come upon thee, the blessing and 
the curse, which I have set before thee, and 
thou shalt call them to mind among all the 
nations, whither the Lord thy God hath 
driven thee, and shalt return unto the Lord 
thy God, and shalt obey his voice according 
to all that I command thee this day, thou and 
thy children, with all thine heart, and with all 
thy soul; that then the Lord thy God will 
turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon 
thee, and will return and gather thee from all 
the nations, whither the Lord thy God hath 
scattered thee. If any of thine be driven out 
unto the outmost parts of heaven, from 
thence will the Lord thy God gather thee, 
and from thence will he fetch thee: and the 
Lord thy God will bring thee into the land 
which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt 
possess it; and he will do thee good, and 
multiply thee above thy fathers. And the 
Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart, 
and the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart, and with ail thy 
soul, that thou mayest live. And the Lord 
thy God will put all these curses upon thine 
enemies, and on them that hate thee, which 
persecuted thee. And thou shalt return and 
obey the voice of the Lord, and do all his 
commandments which I command thee this 
day. And the Lord thy God will make thee 
plenteous in every work of thine hand, in the 
fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy 
cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, for good: 
for the Lord will again rejoice over thee for 
good, as he rejoiced over thy fathers: if thou 
shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy 
God, to keep his commandments and his 
statutes which are written in this book of 
the law, and if thou turn unto the Lord thy 
God with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul. : ■ V : 

For this commandment which I command 
thee this day, it is not hidden from thee, 
neither is it far off. It is not in heaven, that 



thou shouldest say* Who shall go up for us to 
heaven* and bring it unto us* that we may 
hear it* and do it? Neither is it beyond the 
sea* that thou shouldest say* Who shall go 
over the sea for us* and bring it unto us* that 
we may hear it* and do it? But the word is 
very nigh unto thee* in thy mouth* and in thy 
heart* that thou mayest do it. 

See* I have set before thee this day life and 
good* and death and evil; in that 1 command 
thee this day to love the Lord thy God* to 
walk in his ways* and to keep his command- 
ments and his statutes and his judgments* 
that thou mayest live and multiply: and the 
Lord thy God shall bless thee in the land 
whither thou goest to possess it. But if thine 
heart turn away* so that thou wilt not hear* 


DEUTERONOMY 31 * 13 

but shalt be drawn away* and worship other 
gods* and serve them; I denounce unto you 
this day* that ye shall surely perish* and that 
ye shall not prolong your days upon the land* 
whither thou passest over Jordan to go to 
possess it. 1 call heaven and earth to record 
this day against you* that I have set before 
you life and death* blessing and cursing: 
therefore choose life* that both thou and thy 
seed may live: that thou mayest love the 
Lord thy God* and that thou mayest obey 
his voice* and that thou mayest cleave unto 
him: for he is thy life* and the length of thy 
days: that thou mayest dwell in the land 
which the Lord sware unto thy fathers* to 
Abraham* to Isaac* and to Jacob* to give 
them. 


MOSES* FAREWELL Deuteronomy 31 , 1-13 

God buries His workmen, but carries on His work . Once we grasp the idea that 
God is at work in the world, bringing to fruition, through human lives. His own great 
and gracious purposes for mankind * history is no longer a mere record of events * but a 
revelation of Divine wisdom and love ; 


AND Moses went and spake these words 
unto all Israel. And he said unto them* I am 
an hundred and twenty years old this day; I 
can no more go out and come in: also the 
Lord hath said unto me* Thou shalt not go 
over this Jordan. The Lord thy God* he 
will go over before thee* and he will destroy 
these nations from before thee* and thou 
shalt possess them: and Joshua* he shall go 
over before thee* as the Lord hath said. And 
the Lord shall do unto them as he did to 
Sihon and to Og* kings of the Amorites* and 
unto the land of them* whom he destroyed. 
And the Lord shall give them up before your 
face* that ye may do unto them according 
unto all the commandments which I have 
commanded you. Be strong and of a good 
courage* fear not, nor be afraid of them: for 
the Lord thy God, he it is that doth go with 
thee; he will not fail thee* nor forsake thee. 

And Moses called unto Joshua* and said 
unto him in the sight of all Israel* Be strong 
and of a good courage : for thou must go with 
this people unto the land which the Lord 
hath sworn unto their fathers to give them; 


and thou shalt cause them to inherit it. And 
the Lord* he it is that doth go before thee; 
he will be with thee, he will not fail thee, 
neither forsake thee: fear not* neither be 
dismayed. 

And Moses wrote this law* and delivered 
it unto the priests the sons of Levi* which 
bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord* and 
unto all the elders of Israel. And Moses 
commanded them* saying* At the end of 
every seven years* in the solemnity of the 
year of release* in the feast of tabernacles, 
when all Israel is come to appear before the 
Lord thy God in the place which he shall 
choose* thou shalt read this law before all 
Israel in their hearing. Gather the people 
together* men, and women* and children* 
and thy stranger that is within thy gates* that 
they may hear* and that they may learn* and 
fear the Lord your God* and observe to do 
all the words of this law: and that their 
children* which have not known any thing* 
may hear* and learn to fear the Lord your 
God* as long as ye live in the land whither ye 
go over Jordan to possess it. 
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THE SECRET OF IT ALL 

A REVELATION IN SONG FOR ALL TIMES 

DEUTERONOMY CHAPTERS 31 , 14-32, 47 

At the heart of the world there is music, for the soul of truth is a song * In its highest 
and noblest expression it is a hymn, bom in ecstasy and released to creation only when 
the lips of experience are opened. No song lives long on the wing if it has any other 
birth. Out of the heart of the universe on the quivering tongue of man comes therefore 
this deathless Hymn of Praise, and, strange as it may seem, the theme of this breath of 
song is the Rock of Ages— the Glory of the God who is eternal, who for all time and 
amidst all charges standeih sure, and faileih not those who build upon Him. From 
one generation to another it passes the faith and hope of the people of God. 


Ik NX) the Lord said unto Moses, Be- 

f\ hold, thy days approach that thou 
must die: call Joshua, and present 
JL JL yourselves in the tabernacle of the 
congregation, that I may give him a charge. 
And Moses and Joshua went, and presented 
themselves in the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion. And the Lord appeared in the taber- 
nacle in a pillar of a cloud: and the pillar of 
the cloud stood over the door of the taber- 
nacle. And the Lord said unto Moses, Be- 
hold, thou shalt sleep with thy fathers; and 
this people will rise up, and go a whoring after 
the gods of the strangers of the land, whither 
they go to be among them, and will forsake 
me, and break my covenant which 1 have 
made with them. Then, my anger shall be 
kindled against them in that day, and I will 
forsake them, and I will hide my face from 
them, and they shall be devoured, and many 
evils and troubles shall befall them; so that 
they will say in that day. Are not these evils 
come upon us, because our God is not 
among us ? And I will surely hide my face in 
that day for all the evils which they shall 
have wrought, in that they are turned unto 
other gods. Now therefore write ye this song 
for you, and teach it the children of Israel: 
put it in their mouths, that this song may be 
a witness forme against the children of Israel. 

The Witness of the Song 

For when I shall have brought them into 
the land which I sware unto their fathers, 
that floweth with milk and honey; and they 
shall have eaten and filled themselves, and 
waxen fat; then will they turn unto other 


gods, and serve them, and provoke me, and 
break my covenant. And it shall come to 
pass, when many evils and troubles are be- 
fallen them, that this song shall testify 
against them as a witness; for it shall not be 
forgotten out of the mouths of their seed: for 
I know their imagination which they go 
about, even now, before I have brought 
them into the land which I sware. Moses 
therefore wrote this song the same day, 
and taught it the children of Israel. And 
he gave Joshua the son of Nun a charge, and 
said, Be strong and of a good courage: for 
thou shalt bring the children of Israel into 
the land which I sware unto them: and I will 
be with thee. 

The Witness of the Law 

And it came to pass, when Moses had 
made an end of writing the words of this law 
in a book, until they were finished, that 
Moses commanded the Levites, which bare 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord, saying, 
Take this book of the law, and put it in the 
side of the ar k of the covenant of the Lord 
your God, that it may be there for a witness 
against thee. For I know thy rebellion, and 
thy stiff neck: behold, while I am yet alive 
with you this day, ye have been rebellious 
against the Lord; and how much more after 
my death? 

Gather unto me all the elders of your 
tribes, and your officers, that I may speak 
these words in their ears, and call heaven and 
earth to record against them. For I know 
that after my death ye will utterly corrupt 
yourselves, and turn aside from the way 
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which I have commanded you; and evil will 
befall you in the latter days; because ye will 
do evil in the sight of the Lord* to provoke 
him to anger through the work of your 
hands. 

And Moses spake in the ears of all the con- 
gregation of Israel the words of this song, 
until they were ended. 

GIVE ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; 
And hear, O earth, the words of my 
mouth. 

My doctrine shall drop as the rain. 

My speech shall distil as the dew. 

As the small rain upon the tender herb. 
And as the showers upon the grass: 
Because I will publish the name of the 
Lord: 

Ascribe ye greatness unto our God. 

He is the Rock, his work is perfect: 

For all his ways are judgment: 

A God of truth and without iniquity. 

Just and right is he. 

They have corrupted themselves, their 
spot is not the spot of his children: 
They are a perverse and crooked genera- 
tion. 

Do ye thus requite the Lord, 

0 foolish people and unwise? 

Is not he thy father that hath bought thee ? 
Hath he not made thee, and established 
thee? 

Remember the days of old. 

Consider the years of many generations : 
Ask thy father, and he will shew thee; 
Thy elders, and they will tell thee. 

When the most High divided to the na- 
tions their inheritance. 

When he separated the sons of Adam, 

He set the bounds of the people 
According to the number of the children 
of Israel. 

For the Lord’s portion is his people; 
Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. 

He found him in a desert land. 

And in the waste howling wilderness; 

He led him about, he instructed him. 

He kept him as the apple of his eye. 

As an eagle stirreth up her nest. 
Fluttered! over her young, 1 
Spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, 
Beareth them on her wings: 

So the Lord alone did lead him, 

And there was no strange god with him. 

1 With tender affection encouraging them to try 
those that are too timid to try. 


DEUTERONOMY 32, 22 

He made him ride on the high places of 
the earth. 

That he might eat the increase of the 
fields ; 

And he made him to suck honey out of the 
rock, . . 

And oil out of the flinty rock; 

Butter of kine, and milk of sheep, 

With fat of lambs, 

And rams of the breed of Bashan, and 
goats. 

With the fat of kidneys of wheat; 

And thou didst drink the pure blood of 
the grape. 

But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: 
Thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, 
thou art covered with fatness; 

Then he forsook God which made him, 
And lightly esteemed the Rock of Ms 
salvation. 

They provoked him to jealousy with 
strange gods. 

With abominations provoked they him to 
anger. 

They sacrificed unto devils, not to God; 
To gods whom they knew not, 

To new gods that came newly up, 

Whom your fathers feared not. 

Of the Rock that begat thee thou art un- 
mindful. 

And hast forgotten God that formed thee. 
And when the Lord saw it, he abhorred 
them. 

Because of the provoking of his sons, and 
of his daughters. 

And he said, I will hide my face from 
them, 

I will see what their end shall be: 

For they are a very froward generation. 
Children in whom is no faith. 

They have moved me to jealousy with that 
which is not God; 

They have provoked me to anger with 
their vanities: 

And I will move them to jealousy with 
those which are not a people; 

I will provoke them to anger with a foolish 
nation. 

For a fire is kindled in mine anger, 

And shall burn unto the lowest hell. 

And shall consume the earth with her in- 
crease. 

And set on fire the foundations of the 
mountains. 

their wings, by imitating her fluttering, and carrying 
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I will heap mischiefs upon them; 

I will spend mine arrows upon them. 
They shall be burnt with hunger* and 
devoured with burning heat* 

And with bitter destruction: 

I will also send the teeth of beasts upon 
them* 

With the poison of serpents of the dust. 
The sword without* 

And terror within* 

Shall destroy both the young man and the 
virgin* 

The suckling also with the man of gray 
hairs. 

I said* I would scatter them into comers* 
I would make the remembrance of them 
to cease from among men: 

Were it not that I feared the wrath of the 
enemy* 

Lest their adversaries should behave 
themselves strangely* 

And lest they should say* Our hand is 
high* 

And the Lord hath not done all this. 

For they are a nation void of counsel* 
Neither is there any understanding in them . 
O that they were wise* that they under- 
stood this* 

That they would consider their latter end! 
How should one chase a thousand* 

And two put ten thousand to flight* 
Except their Rock had sold them* 

And the Lord had shut them up? 

For their rock is not as our Rock* 

Even our enemies themselves being judges. 
For their vine is of the vine of Sodom* 
And of the fields of Gomorrah: 

Their grapes are grapes of gall* 

Their clusters are bitter: 

Their wine is the poison of dragons* 

And the cruel venom of asps. 

Is not this laid up in store with me* 

And sealed up among my treasures? 

To me belonged! vengeance* and recoin- 
pence; 

Their foot shall slide in due time: 

For the day of their calamity is at hand* 
And the things that shall come upon them 
make haste. 

For the Lord shall judge his people* 


And repent himself for Ms servants* 
When he seeth that their power is gone* 
And there is none shut up* or left. 

And he shall say* Where are their gods* 
Their rock in whom they trusted* 

Which did eat the fat of their sacrifices* 
And drank the wine of their drink offer- 
ings? 

Let them rise up and help you. 

And be your protection. 

See now that I* even I* am he* 

And there is no god with me: 

I kill* and I make alive; 

I wound* and I heal: 

Neither is there any that can deliver out of 
my hand. 

For I lift up my hand to heaven* 

And say* I live for ever. 

If I whet my glittering sword* 

And mine hand take hold on judgment; 

I will render vengeance to mine enemies* 
And will reward them that hate me. 

I will make mine arrows drunk with 
blood* 

And my sword shall devour flesh; 

And that with the blood of the slain and 
of the captives* 

From the beginning of revenges upon the 
enemy. 

Rejoice* O ye nations* with his people: 
For he will avenge the blood of his serv- 
ants* 

And will render vengeance to his adver- 
saries* 

And will be merciful unto Ms land* and to 
Ms people. 

Set your Hearts unto the Words 

And Moses came and spake all the words 
of this song in the ears of the people* he* and 
Hoshea the son of Nun. 1 And Moses made 
an end of speaking all these words to all 
Israel: and he said unto them* Set your 
hearts unto all the words wMch I testify 
among you tMs day* wMch ye shall command 
your children to observe to do* all the words 
of tMs law. For it is not a vain thing for you; 
because it is your life : and through tMs thing 
ye shall prolong your days in the land* 
whither ye go over Jordan to possess it. 


1 The name of Joshua before it was changed by Moses. The name he was known by at home and among 
his fheads. Cp. Num. 13* 16. 


THE BLESSING FOR THE FAMILY OF NATIONS 

DEUTERONOMY CHAPTERS 32, 48—33, 29 

Originally the Blessing was understood to apply to those who had Jewish blood in 
their veins, but He who is the Son of God said that the mark of sonship was not 
in the blood but in the spirit of man. Besides, the Blessing here described, earth’s riches 
and the word of God, are too widespread to be limited to Israel. 


AND the Lord spake unto Moses that self- 
same day* saying* Get thee up into this 
mountain Abarim, unto mount Nebo* which 
is in the land of Moab, that is over against 
Jericho; and behold the land of Canaan, 
which I give unto the children of Israel for a 
possession: and die in the mount whither 
thou goest up* and be gathered unto thy 
people; as Aaron thy brother died in mount 
Hor* and was gathered unto his people : be- 
cause ye trespassed against me among the 
children of Israel at the waters of Meribah- 
Kadesh* in the wilderness of Zin; because ye 
sanctified me not in the midst of the children 
of Israel. Yet thou shalt see the land before 
thee; but thou shalt not go thither unto the 
land which I give the children of Israel. 

And this is the blessing* wherewith Moses 
the man of God blessed the children of Israel 
before his death. And he said* 

The Lord came from Sinai* 

And rose up from Seir unto them; 

He shined forth from mount Paran* 

And he came with ten thousands of saints : 
From his right hand went a fiery law for 
them. 

Yea* he loved the people; 

All his saints are in thy hand: 

And they sat down at thy feet; 

Every one shall receive of thy words. 
Moses commanded us a law* 

Even the inheritance of the congregation 
of Jacob. 

And he was king in Jeshurun* 

When the heads of the people 
And the tribes of Israel were gathered 
together. 

Let Reuben live, and not die; 

And let not his men be few. 

And this is the blessing of Judah: and he 
said* 

Hear* Lord, the voice of Judah* 

And bring him unto his people: 

Let his hands be sufficient for him ; 

And be thou an help to him from his 
enemies. 


And of Levi he said* 

Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with 
thy holy one* 

Whom thou didst prove at Massah* 

And with whom thou didst strive at the 
waters of Meribah; 

Who said unto his father and to his 
mother* I have not seen him; 

Neither did he acknowledge his brethren* 
Nor knew his own children: 

For they have observed thy word* 

And kept thy covenant. 

They shall teach Jacob thy judgments* 
And Israel thy law: 

They shall put incense before thee. 

And whole burnt sacrifice upon thine 
altar. 

Bless* Lord* his substance* 

And accept the work of his hands: 

Smite through the loins of them that rise 
against him* 

And of them that hate him* that they rise 
not again. 

And of Benjamin he said* 

The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in 
safety by him; 

And the Lord shall cover him all the day 
long* 

And he shall dwell between his shoulders. 

And of Joseph he said. 

Blessed of the Lord be his land* 

For the precious things of heaven* for the 
dew* 

And for the deep that coucheth beneath* 
And for the precious fruits brought forth 
by the sun* 

And for the precious things put forth by 
the moon* 

And for the chief things of the ancient 
mountains* 

And for the precious things of the lasting 
hihs* 

And for the precious things of the earth 
and fulness thereof* 

And for the good will of him that dwelt in 
the bush: 
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DEUTERONOMY 33, 16 

Let the blessing come upon the head of 
Joseph, 

And upon the top of the head of Mm that 
•was separated from Ms brethren. 

His glory is like the firstling of Ms bullock. 
And Ms horns are like the horns of uni- 
corns: 

With them he shall push the people to- 
gether to the ends of the earth: 

And they are the ten thousands of 
Ephraim, 

And they are the thousands of Manasseh. 
And of Zebulun he said. 

Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy going out; 

And, Issachar, in thy tents. 

They shah call the people unto the 
mountain; 

There they shall offer sacrifices of right- 
eousness : 

For they shall suck of the abundance of 
the seas. 

And of treasures Md in the sand. 

And of Gad he said. 

Blessed be he that enlarged! Gad: 

He dwelleth as a lion. 

And teareth the arm with the crown of the 
head. 

And he provided the first part for Mmself, 
Because there, in a portion of the law- 
giver, was he seated; 

And he came with the heads of the people. 
He executed the justice of the Lord, 

And Ms judgments with Israel. 

And of Dan he said, 

DEATH OF MOSES 

And Moses went up from the plains of 
Moab unto the mountain of Nebo, to the top 
of Pisgah, that is over against Jericho. And 
the Lord shewed him all the land of Gilead, 
unto Dan, and all Naphtali, and the land of 
Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land of 
Judah, unto the utmost sea, and the south, 
and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the 
city of palm trees, unto Zoar. And the Lord 
said unto Mm, This is the land wMch I sware 
unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, 
saying, I will give it unto thy seed: I have 
caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou 
shalt not go over tMther. So Moses the 
servant of the Lord died there in the land of 
Moab, according to the word of the Lord. 
And he buried him in a valley in the land of 
Moab, over against Beth-peor: but no man 
knoweth of Ms sepulchre unto this day. And 


Dan is a lion’s whelp: 

He shall leap from Basham. 

And of Naphtali he said, 

O Naphtali, satisfied with favour, * 

And full with the blessing of the Lord: 
Possess thou the west and the south. 

And of Asher he said. 

Let Asher be blessed with children; 

Let Mm be acceptable to Ms brethren. 
And let him dip Ms foot in oil. 

Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; 

And as thy days, so shall thy strength be. 
There is none like unto the God of 
Jeshurun, 

Who rideth upon the heaven in thy help, 
And in his excellency on the sky. 

The eternal God is thy refuge. 

And underneath are the everlasting arms: 
And he shall thrust out the enemy from 
before thee; 

And shall say. Destroy them. 

Israel then shall dwell in safety alone: 
The fountain of Jacob 
Shall be upon a land of com and wine; 
Also Ms heavens shall drop down dew. 
Happy art thou, O Israel : 

Who is like unto thee, O people saved by 
the Lord, 

The sMeld of thy help, 

And who is the sword of thy excellency I 
And thine enemies shall be found liars 
unto thee ; 

And thou shalt tread upon their Mgh 
places. 

Deuteronomy 34 , 1-12 

Moses was an hundred and twenty years old 
when he died: Ms eye was not dim, nor Ms 
natural force abated. And the children of 
Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab 
tMrty days: so the days of weeping and 
mourning for Moses were ended. 

And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the 
spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid Ms 
hands upon him: and the cMldren of Israel 
hearkened unto him, and did as the Lord 
commanded Moses. And there arose not a 
prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, 
whom the Lord knew face to face, in all the 
signs and the wonders, wMch the Lord sent 
him to do in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, 
and to all Ms servants, and to all Ms land, and 
in all that mighty hand, and in all the great 
terror which Moses shewed in the sight of all 
Israel. 



JO S H U A 

ON A STRIP OF COMMON GROUND GOD BUILDS 
THE PATTERN OF EVERY HAPPY HOMELAND 

There was good reason for making Canaan the land of Revelation. The empires of the 
world were sitting round it. The armies and merchants of the world were constantly 
passing over it, so that what happened there was quickly carried as news to the uttermost 
parts of the earth. 

In addition, Canaan was in a sense anybody's country, or what we would call common 
land> open to wandering tribes and overrun by conquerors who looked upon it more as a 
highway than a dependency. The question of making it the homeland of a particular 
people had not, as yet, been settled , if indeed it had been reached. Judging from the 
attitude of the surrounding nations to this region its only value was military. But God 
thought differently. 

Besides, Canaan at this time was ripe for the revelation which God was waiting to 
give mankind concerning their possession of the lands of the earth. When Israel reached 
its frontiers, so modem excavators tell us, every type of existing civilization had in 
some way or other been carried there, and was struggling to get a foothold. In the 
Providence of God it was a glorious moment for the revelation of the true civilization 
to be displayed, and in living scenes we see it done. 


ON THE FRONTIER 

N OW after the death of Moses the 
servant of the Lord it came to 
pass* that the Lord spake unto 
Joshua the son of Nun* Moses’ 
minister* saying* Moses my servant is dead ; 
now therefore arise* go over this Jordan* 
thou* and all this people* unto the land which 
I do give to them* even to the children of 
Israel. Every place that the sole of your foot 
shall tread upon* that have I given unto you* 
as I said unto Moses. From the wilderness 
and this Lebanon even unto the great river* 
the river Euphrates* all the land of the Hit- 
tites* and unto the great sea toward the going 
down of the sun* shall be your coast. There 
shall not any man be able to stand before 
thee all the days of thy life: as I was with 
Moses* so I will be with thee : I will not fail 
thee* nor forsake thee. Be strong and of a 
good courage: for unto this people shalt thou 
divide for an inheritance the land* which I 
sware unto their fathers to give them. Only 
be thou strong and very courageous* that 
thou mayest observe to do according to all 
the law* which Moses my servant com- 


Joshua l 9 i — 2 , 24 

manded thee: turn not from it to the right 
hand or to the left* that thou mayest prosper 
whithersoever thou goest. This book of the 
law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but 
thou shalt meditate therein day and night* 
that thou mayest observe to do according to 
all that is written therein: for then thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous* and then thou 
shalt have good success. Have not I com- 
manded thee? Be strong and of a good 
courage; be not afraid* neither be thou dis- 
mayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest. 

Then Joshua commanded the officers of 
the people* saying* Pass through the host* 
and command the people* saying* Prepare 
you victuals; for within three days ye shall 
pass over this Jordan* to go in to possess the 
land* which the Lord your God giveth you 
to possess it. 

And to the Reubenites* and to the Gad- 
ites* and to half the tribe of Manasseh* spake 
Joshua* saying* Remember the word which 
Moses the servant of the Lord commanded 
you, saying* The Lord your God hath given 
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you rest, and hath given you this land. Your 
wives, your little ones, and your cattle, shall 
remain in the land which Moses gave you on 
this side Jordan ; but ye shall pass before your 
brethren armed, all the mighty men of valour, 
and help them; until the Lord have given 
your brethren rest, as he'hath given you, and 
they also have possessed the land which the 
Lord your God giveth them: then ye shall 
return unto the land of your possession, and 
enjoy it, which Moses the Lord’s servant gave 
you on this side Jordan toward the sunrising. 
And they answered Joshua, saying. All that 
thou commandest us we will do, and whither- 
soever thou sendest us, we will go. According 
as we hearkened unto Moses in all things, so 
will we hearken unto thee: only the Lord 
thy God be with thee, as he was with Moses, 
Whosoever he be that doth rebel against 
thy commandment, and will not hearken un- 
to thy words in all that thou commandest 
him, he shall be put to death: only be strong 
and of a good courage. 

Homes on City Walk 

And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of 
Shittim two men to spy secretly, saying. Go 
view the land, even Jericho. And they went, 
and came into an harlot’s house, named 
Rahab, and lodged there. And it was told 
the king of Jericho, saying. Behold, there 
came men in hither to night of the children 
of Israel to search out the country. And the 
king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, 
Bring forth the men that are come to thee, 
which are entered into thine house: for they 
be come to search out all the country. And 
the woman took the two men, and hid them, 
and said thus. There came men unto me, but 
I wist not whence they were: and it came to 
pass about the time of shutting of the gate, 
when it was dark, that the men went out: 
whither the men went I wot not : pursue after 
them quickly; for ye shall overtake them. 
But she had brought them up to the roof of 
the house, and hid them with the stalks of 
flax, which she had laid in order upon the 
roof. And the men pursued after them the 
way to Jordan unto the fords: and as soon as 
they which pursued after them were gone 
out, they shut the gate. 

And before they were laid down, she came 
up unto them upon the roof; and she said 
unto the men, I know that the Lord hath 
given you the land, and that your terror is 
fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants 


of the land faint because of you. For we 
have heard how the Lord dried up the water 
of the Red sea for you, when ye came out of 
Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings 
of the Amorites, that were on the other side 
Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly 
destroyed. And as soon as we had heard 
these things, our hearts did melt, neither did 
there remain any more courage in any man, 
because of you: for the Lord your God, he 
is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath. 
Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto me 
by the Lord, since I have shewed you kind- 
ness, that ye will also shew kindness unto my 
father’s house, and give me a true token: and 
that ye will save alive my father, and my 
mother, and my brethren, and my sisters, 
and all that they have, and deliver our lives 
from death. And the men answered her. Our 
life for yours, if ye utter not this our business. 
And it shall be, when the Lord hath given 
us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly 
with thee. 

Then she let them down by a cord through 
the window: for her house was upon the 
town wall, and she dwelt upon the wall. 
And she said unto them. Get you to the 
mountain, lest the pursuers meet you; and 
hide yourselves there three days, until the 
pursuers be returned: and afterward may ye 
go your way. And the men said unto her, 
We will be blameless of this thine oath which 
thou hast made us swear. Behold, when we 
come into the land, thou shalt bind this line 
of scarlet thread in the window which thou 
didst let us down by: and thou shalt bring 
thy father, and thy mother, and thy brethren, 
and all thy father’s household, home unto 
thee. And it shall be, that whosoever shall 
go out of the doors of thy house into the 
street, his blood shall be upon his head, and 
we will be guiltless: and whosoever shall be 
with thee in the house, his blood shall be on 
our head, if any hand be upon him. And if 
thou utter this our business, then we will be 
quit of thine oath which thou hast made us 
to swear. And she said, According unto your 
words, so be it. And she sent them away, 
and they departed : and she bound the scarlet 
line in the window. 

And they went, and came unto the moun- 
tain, and abode there three days, until the 
pursuers were returned: and the pursuers 
sought them throughout all the way, but 
found them not. So the two men returned, 
and descended from the mountain, and 
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passed over, and came to Joshua the son of Lord hath delivered into our hands all 
Nun.* and told him all things that befell the land; for even all the inhabitants of the 
them: and they said unto Joshua, Truly the country do faint because of us. 


CONQUEST OF THE LAND 

FROM FORTIFIED CITIES TO OPEN FARMSTEADS 

JOSHUA CHAPTERS 3, x— 5 , ij 

We must look at the end of the book if we would understand aright the beginning. Other- 
wise we might think, from the list of Israel’s campaigns, that there is nothing mare in the 
story than the triumphs of God’s people m battle. But when we see the conquerors divid- 
ing the land for the settlement of the tribes, instead of applying themselves to the fortifica- 
tion of the territory they had won, we can see their reason for reducing to a heap of ruins 
all the fortified cities they had taken, and for threatening with a curse any one who 
should attempt to rebuild them. 

AND Joshua rose early in the morning; and the ark of the covenant of the Lord your 
they removed from Shittim, and came to God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, 
Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and then ye shall remove from your place, and 
lodged there before they passed over. And go after it. Yet there shall be a space between 
it came to pass after three days, that the you and it, about two thousand cubits by 
officers went through the host; and they measure : come not near unto it, that ye may 
commanded the people, saying. When ye see know the way by which ye must go: for ye 
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have not passed this way heretofore. And 
Joshua said unto the people* Sanctify your- 
selves: for to morrow the Lord will do won- 
ders among you. And Joshua spake unto the 
priests* saying* Take up the ark of the cove- 
nant* and pass over before the people. And 
they took up the ark of the covenant* and 
went before the people. ^ 

And the Lord said unto Joshua* This day 
will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of 
all Israel* that they may know that* as I 
was with Moses* so I will be with thee. And 
thou shalt command the priests that bear the 
ark of the covenant* saying* When ye are 
come to the brink of the water of Jordan* ye 
shall stand still in Jordan. And Joshua said 
unto the children of Israel* Come hither* and 
hear the words of the Lord your God. And 
Joshua said* Hereby ye shall know that the 
living God is among you* and that he will 
without fail drive out from before you the 
Canaanites* and the Hittites* and the Hivites* 
and the Perizzites* and the Girgashites* and 
the Amorites, and the Jebusites. Behold* the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the 
earth passeth over before you into Jordan. 
Now therefore take you twelve men out of 
the tribes of Israel* out of every tribe a man. 
And it shall come to pass* as soon as the soles 
of the feet of the priests that bear the ark of 
the Lord* the Lord of all the earth, shall rest 
in the waters of Jordan* that the waters of 
Jordan shall be cut off from the waters that 
come down from above; and they shall stand 
upon an heap. 

And it came to pass* when the people re- 
moved from their tents* to pass over Jor- 
dan* and the priests bearing the ark of the 
covenant before the people; and as they that 
bare the ark were come unto Jordan* and the 
feet of the priests that bare the ark were 
dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jordan 
overflowed! all his banks all the time of 
harvest,) that the waters which came down 
from above stood and rose up upon an heap 
very far from the city Adam* that is beside 
Zaretan: and those that came down toward 
the sea of the plain* even the salt sea* failed* 
and were cut off: and the people passed over 
right against Jericho. And the priests that 
bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
stood firm on dry ground in the midst of 
Jordan* and all the Israelites passed over on 


dry ground* until all the people were passed 
clean over Jordan. 

Historic Monuments 

And it came to pass* when all the people 
were clean passed over Jordan* that the Lord 
spake unto Joshua* saying* Take you twelve 
men out of the people* out of every tribe a 
man* and command ye them* saying* Take 
you hence out of the midst of Jordan* out of 
the place where the priests" feet stood firm* 
twelve stones, and ye shall carry them over 
with you* and leave them in the lodging 
place* where ye shall lodge this night. Then 
Joshua called the twelve men* whom he had 
prepared of the children of Israel* out of 
every tribe a man: and Joshua said -unto 
them* Pass over before the ark of the Lord 
your God into the midst of Jordan* and take 
ye up every man of you a stone upon his 
shoulder* according unto the number of the 
tribes of the children of Israel: that this may 
be a sign among you* that when your children 
ask their fathers in time to come* saying* 
What mean ye by these stones? Then ye 
shall answer them* That the waters of Jordan 
were cut off before the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord; when it passed over Jordan* 
the waters of Jordan were cut off: and these 
stones shall be for a memorial unto the chil- 
dren of Israel for ever. 1 

And the children of Israel did so as 
Joshua commanded* and took up twelve 
stones out of the midst of Jordan* as the 
Lord spake unto Joshua* according to the 
number of the tribes of the children of Israel* 
and carried them over with them unto the 
place where they lodged* and laid them down 
there. And Joshua set up twelve stones in 
the midst of Jordan* in the place where the 
feet of the priests which bare the ark of the 
covenant stood: and they are there unto this 
day. For the priests which bare the ark stood 
in the midst of Jordan* until every thing was 
finished that the Lord commanded Joshua 
to speak unto the people* according to all 
that Moses commanded Joshua: and the 
people hasted and passed over. And it came 
to pass* when all the people were clean passed 
over* that the ark of the Lord passed over* 
and the priests* in the presence of the people. 
And the children of Reuben* and the chil- 
dren of Gad* and half the tribe of Manasseh, 


* We cannot look upon the stones which reverent hands took from the river-bed and made into a circle to 
mark the spot where Israel’s feet first trod the holy ground, but we may linger for a moment to honour the 
first sanctuary in the Promised Land* for the Tabernacle remained here until it was erected at Shiloh. 
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passed over armed before the children of 
Israel* as Moses spake unto them: about 
forty thousand prepared for war passed over 
before the Lord unto battle* to the plains of 
Jericho. On that day the Lord magnified 
Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they 
feared him* as they feared Moses* all the days 
of his life. 

And the Lord spake unto Joshua* saying* 
Command the priests that bear the ark of the 
testimony* that they come up out of Jordan. 
Joshua therefore commanded the priests* 
saying* Come ye up out of Jordan. And it 
came to pass* when the priests that bare the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord were come 
up out of the midst of Jordan* and the soles 
of the priests' feet were lifted up unto the 
dry land* that the waters of Jordan returned 
unto their place* and flowed over all his 
banks* as they did before. 

And the people came up out of Jordan 
on the tenth day of the first month* and en- 
camped in Gilgal* in the east border of 
Jericho. And those twelve stones* which 
they took out of Jordan* did Joshua pitch in 
Gilgal. And he spake unto the children of 
Israel* saying* When your children shall ask 
their fathers in time to come* saying* What 
mean these stones? Then ye shall let your 
children know* saying* Israel came over this 
Jordan on dry land. For the Lord your God 
dried up the waters of Jordan from before 
you* until ye were passed over* as the Lord 
your God did to the Red sea, which he dried 
up from before us* until we were gone over: 
that all the people of the earth might know 
the hand of the Lord* that it is mighty: that 
ye might fear the Lord your God for ever. 

And it came to pass* when all the kings of 
the Amorites* which were on the side of 
Jordan westward* and all the kings of the 
Canaanites* which were by the sea* heard 
that the Lord had dried up the waters of 
Jordan from before the children of Israel* 
until we were passed over* that their heart 
melted* neither was there spirit in them any 
more* because of the children of Israel. 

Ancient Custom 

At that time the Lord said unto Joshua* 
Make thee sharp knives* and circumcise 
again the children of Israel the second time. 
And Joshua made him sharp knives* and cir- 
cumcised the children of Israel at the hill of 
the foreskins. And this is the cause why 
Joshua did circumcise: All the people that 
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came out of Egypt* that were males* even all 
the men of war* died in the wilderness by the . 
way* after they came out of Egypt. Now all 
the people that came out were circumcised: 
but all the people that were bom in the 
wilderness by the way as they came forth out 
of Egypt* them they had not circumcised. 
For the children of Israel walked forty years 
in the wilderness* till all the people that were 
men of war* which came out of Egypt* were 
consumed* because they obeyed not the voice 
of the Lord: unto whom the Lord sware 
that he would not shew them the land* which 
the Lord sware unto their fathers that he 
would give us* a land that fioweth with milk 
and honey. And their children* whom he 
raised up in their stead* them Joshua cir- 
cumcised: for they were uncircumcised* be- 
cause they had not circumcised them by the 
way. And it came to pass* when they had 
done circumcising all the people* that they 
abode in their places in the camp* till they 
were whole. And the Lord said unto Joshua* 
This day have I rolled away the reproach of 
Egypt from off you. Wherefore the name of 
the place is called Gilgal unto this day. 

The Fruitful Earth 

And the children of Israel encamped in 
Gilgal* and kept the passover on the four- 
teenth day of the month at even in the plains 
of Jericho. And they did eat of the old com 
of the land on the morrow after the passover* 
unleavened cakes* and parched com in the 
selfsame day. And the manna ceased on the 
morrow after they had eaten of the old com 
of the land ; neither had the children of Israel 
manna any more; but they did eat of the fruit 
of the land of Canaan that year. 

A Holy Land 

And it came to pass* when Joshua was 
by Jericho* that he lifted up his eyes and 
looked* and* behold* there stood a man over 
against him with his sword drawn in ids 
hand: and Joshua went unto him* and said 
unto him* Art thou for us* or for our adver- 
saries? And he said. Nay; but as captain of 
the host of the Lord am I now come. And 
Joshua fell on his face to the earth* and did 
worship* and said unto Mm* What saith my 
lord unto his servant? And the captain of 
the Lord's host said unto Joshua* Loose thy 
shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so. 
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REVELATION AND ROMANCE OP CONQUEST 

JOSHUA CHAPTERS 6 , i— 12, 24 

Every nation has its tales of heroism and romance? and? like Israel, points with pride to 
the scenes of its early conquests. But there is more than national glory here. It is the 
story of the Lord's warfare, not man's. Men are slain only because in those days there 
seemed to be no other way of getting rid of the evils which were corrupting the land. 
The attacks were primarily directed not against men, but against the things that were 
destroying men, against false gods and dehumanizing practices. 

As time goes on the children of God get clearer ideas of the dangers which threaten 
the well-being and destiny of humanity, and a new kind of warfare, which is not against 
flesh and blood, but against everything that is wrong and false, iniquitous and injurious 
to the life and spirit of man, is slowly becoming defined. In recent years it has had such 
captains as Lister and Pasteur. For it is a war to save life, not destroy it, and is the war, 
the only war, to which the God of Battles now calls His warriors. The spirit of heroism 
which makes the pages of history gleam with splendour is still alive. It is part of our 
human heritage. But, alas, to-day it is not always enlisted in the Lord's cause, or fight- 
ing under His banner. 


Fall of Jericho 

NOW Jericho was straitly shut up because 
of the children of Israel: none went out* and 
none came in. And the Lord said unto 
Joshua* See* I have given into thine hand 
Jericho, and the king thereof* and the mighty 
men of valour. And ye shall compass the 
city* all ye men of war* and go round about 
the city once. Thus shalt thou do six days. 
And seven priests shall bear before the ark 
seven trumpets of rams 5 horns: and the 
seventh day ye shall compass the city seven 
times* and the priests shall blow with the 
trumpets. And it shall come to pass* that 
when they make a long blast with the ram’s 
horn* and when ye hear the sound of the 
trumpet* all the people shall shout with a 
great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall 
down flat* and the people shall ascend up 
every man straight before him. And Joshua 
the son of Nun called the priests* and said 
unto them* Take up the ark of the covenant* 
and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of 
rams’ horns before the ark of the Lord. And 
he said unto the people* Pass on* and com- 
pass the city* and let him that is armed pass 
on before the ark of the Lord. 

And it came to pass* when Joshua had 
spoken unto the people* that the seven priests 
bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
passed on before the Lord* and blew with 
the trumpets : and the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord followed them. And the armed 


men went before the priests that blew with 
the trumpets* and the rereward came after 
the ark* the priests going on* and blowing 
with the trumpets. And Joshua had com- 
manded the people* saying. Ye shall not 
shout, nor make any noise with your voice* 
neither shall any word proceed out of your 
mouth* until the day I bid you shout; then 
shall ye shout. $0 the ark of the Lord com- 
passed the city* going about it once: and 
they came into the camp* and lodged in the 
camp. 

And Joshua rose early in the morning* 
and the priests took up the ark of the Lord. 
And seven priests bearing seven trumpets of 
rams’ horns before the ark of the Lord went 
on continually* and blew with the trumpets: 
and the armed men went before them; but 
the rereward came after the ark of the Lord* 
the priests going on* and blowing with the 
trumpets. And the second day they com- 
passed the city once* and returned into the 
camp : so they did six days. 

And it came to pass on the seventh day* 
that they rose early about the dawning of the 
day* and compassed the city after the same 
manner seven times: only on that day they 
compassed the city seven times. And it came 
to pass at the seventh time* when the priests 
blew with the trumpets* Joshua said unto 
the people* Shout; for the Lord hath given 
you the city. And the city shall be accursed* 
even it* and all that are therein* to the Lord : 
only Rahab the harlot shall live* she and all 
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that are with her in the house., because she 
hid the messengers that we sent. And ye, in 
any wise keep yourselves from the accursed 
thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed, 
when ye take of the accursed thing, and make 
the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it. 
But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of 
brass and iron, are consecrated unto the 
Lord: they shah come into the treasury of 
the Lord. So the people shouted when the 
priests blew with the trumpets : and it came 
to pass, when the people heard the sound of 
the trumpet, and the people shouted with a 
great shout, that the wall fell down hat, so 
that the people went up into the city, every 
man straight before him, and they took the 
city. And they utterly destroyed all that was 
in the city, both man and woman, young and 
old, and ox, and sheep, and ass, with the 
edge of the sword. 

But Joshua had said unto the two men 
that had spied out the country. Go into the 
harlot’s house, and bring out thence the 
woman, and all that she hath, as ye sware 
unto her. And the young men that were 
spies went in, and brought out Rahab, and 
her father, and her mother, and her brethren, 
and all that she had; and they brought out all 
her kindred, and left them without the camp 
of Israel, And they burnt the city with fire, 
and ah that was therein: only the silver, and 
the gold, and the vessels of brass and of iron, 
they put into the treasury of the house of the 
Lord. And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot 
alive, and her father’s household, and all that 
she had; and she dwelleth in Israel even unto 
this day; because she hid the messengers, 
which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. And 
Joshua adjured them at that time, saying. 
Cursed be the man before the Lord, that 
riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho: he 
shall lay the foundation thereof in his first- 
born, and in his youngest son shall he set up 
the gates of it. So the Lord was with Joshua ; 
and his fame was noised throughout all the 
country. 

Tainted Treasures 

But the children of Israel committed a 
trespass in the accursed thing: 1 for Achan, 
the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the 
son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took 
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of the accursed thing: and the anger of the 
Lord was kindled against the children of 
Israel. 

And Joshua sent men from Jericho to 
Ai, which is beside Beth-aven, on the east 
side of Beth-el, and spake unto them, saying, 
Go up and view the country. And the men 
went up and viewed Ai. And they returned 
to Joshua, and said unto him. Let not all the 
people go up; but let about two or three 
thousand men go up and smite Ai; and make 
not all the people to labour thither; for they 
are but few. So there went up thither of the 
people about three thousand men: and they 
fled before the men of Ai. And the men of 
Ai smote of them about thirty and six men: 
for they chased them from before the gate 
even unto Shebarim, and smote them in the 
going down: wherefore the hearts of the 
people melted, and became as water. 

And Joshua rent his clothes, and fell to 
the earth upon his face before the ark of the 
Lord until the eventide, he and the elders 
of Israel, and put dust upon their heads. 
And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord God, where- 
fore hast thou at all brought this people over 
Jordan, to deliver us into the hand of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? would to God we 
had been content, and dwelt on the other side 
Jordan! O Lord, what shall I say, when Is- 
rael turneth their backs before their enemies! 
For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants 
of the land shall hear of it, and shall environ 
us round, and cut off our name from the 
earth: and what wilt thou do unto thy great 
name? 

And the Lord said unto Joshua, Get thee 
up; wherefore liest thou thus upon thy 
face? Israel hath sinned, and they have also 
transgressed my covenant which I com- 
manded them: for they have even taken of 
the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and 
dissembled also, and they have put it even 
among their own stuff. Therefore the chil- 
dren of Israel could not stand before their 
enemies, but turned their backs before their 
enemies, because they were accursed : neither 
will I be with you any more, except ye de- 
stroy the accursed from among you. Up, 
sanctify the people, and say. Sanctify your- 
selves against to morrow: for thus saith the 
Lord God of Israel, There is an accursed 


1 Through the sin of one of its members Israel had broken faith with God. They had been forbidden to 
make any personal profit out of these wars. The people who were captured, and their property, had been 
placed under a ban. They were to be handed over to God— and the ancient way of doing that, wrong and 
barbarous though it seems to us, was to slay the people and destroy the goods. 
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thing in the midst of thee* O Israel: thou 
canst not stand before thine enemies* until 
ye take away the accursed thing from among 
you. In the morning therefore ye shall be 
brought according to your tribes : and it shall 
be* that the tribe which the Lord taketh shall 
come according to the families thereof; and 
’ the family which the Lord shall take shall 
come by households; and the household 
which the Lord shall take shall come man 
by man. And it shall be, that he that is 
taken with the accursed thing shall be burnt 
with fire* he and all that he hath: because 
he hath transgressed the covenant of the 
Lord* and because he hath wrought folly in 
Israel. 

So Joshua rose up early in the morning* 
and brought Israel by their tribes; and the 
tribe of Judah was taken: and he brought 
the family of Judah; and he took the family 
of the Zarhites: and he brought the family 
of the Zarhites man by man ; and Zabdi was 
taken: and he brought his household man by 
man; and Achan* the son of Carmi* the son 
of Zabdi* the son of Zerah* of the tribe of 
Judah* was taken. And Joshua said unto 
Actian* My son* give* I pray thee* glory to 
the Lord God of Israel* and make confession 
unto him; and tell- me now what thou hast 
done; hide it not from me. And Achan 
answered Joshua* and said* Indeed I have 
sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and 
thus and thus have I done: when I saw 
among the spoils a goodly Babylonish gar- 
ment* and two hundred shekels of silver, and 
a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight* then 
I coveted them* and took them; and* behold* 
they are hid in the earth in the midst of my 
tent* and the silver under it. 

So Joshua sent messengers* and they ran 
iinto the tent; and* behold* it was hid in his 
tent* and the silver under it. And they took 
them out of the midst of the tent* and brought 
them unto Joshua* and unto all the children 
of Israel* and laid them out before the Lord. 
And Joshua* and all Israel with him* took 
Achan the son of Zerah* and the silver* and 
the garment* and the wedge of gold* and his 
sons* and his daughters* and his oxen* and 
his asses* and his sheep* and his tent* and all 
that he had : and they brought them unto the 
valley of Achor. And Joshua said* Why hast 
thou troubled us? the Lord shall trouble 
thee this day. And all Israel stoned him 
with stones* and burned them with fire* after 
they had stoned them with stones. And they 


raised over him a great heap of stones unto 
this day. So the Lord turned from the 
fierceness of his anger. Wherefore the name 
of that place was called* The valley of Achor* 
unto this day. 

Conquest of Ai 

And the Lord said unto Joshua* Fear not* 
neither be thou dismayed : take all the people 
of war with thee* and arise* go up to Ai : see, 
I have given into thy hand the king of Ai, 
and his people* and his city, and his land: 
and thou shalt do to Ai and her king as thou 
didst unto Jericho and her king: only the 
spoil thereof* and the cattle thereof* shall 
ye take for a prey unto yourselves: lay thee 
an ambush for the city behind it. 

So Joshua arose* and all the people of 
war* to go up against Ai: and Joshua chose 
out thirty thousand mighty men of valour* 
and sent them away by night. And he com- 
manded them* saying* Behold* ye shall lie in 
wait against the city* even behind the city: 
go not very far from the city, but be ye all 
ready: and I* and all the people that are with 
me* will approach unto the city: and it shall 
come to pass* when they come out against 
us* as at the first, that we will flee before 
them* (for they will come out after us) till we 
have drawn them from the city; for they will 
say* They flee before us* as at the first: there- 
fore we will flee before them. Then ye shall 
rise up from the ambush* and seize upon the 
city: for the Lord your God will deliver it 
into your hand. And it shall be* when ye 
have taken the city* that ye shall set the city 
on fire: according to the commandment of 
the Lord shall ye do. See, I have com- 
manded you. Joshua therefore sent them 
forth: and they went to lie in ambush* and 
abode between Beth-el and Ai* on the west 
side of Ai: but Joshua lodged that night 
among the people. 

And Joshua rose up early in the morn- 
ing, and numbered the people* and went up* 
he and the elders of Israel* before the people 
to Ai. And all the people* even the people of 
war that were with him* went up* and drew 
nigh* and came before the city* and pitched 
on the north side of Ai: now there was a 
valley between them and Ai, And he took 
about five thousand men* and set them to lie 
in ambush between Beth-el and Ai* on the 
west side of the city. And when they had 
set the people* even all the host that was on 
the north of the city, and their liers in wait 
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TELLING A ROMANTIC TALE OF LONG-FORGOTTEN WARS 

Castles belong to the pasty to the age of conquest , to the time when the nations of the 
Western World were young>and fighting was the order of the day — to the time when war 
did not do violence to the wisdom and conscience of mankind , as it does now . We are 
reminded of these bygone days as we read the Book of Joshua. 


on the west of the city, Joshua went that 
night into the midst of the valley. And it 
came to pass, when the king of Ai saw it, 
that they hasted and rose up early, and the 
men of the city went out against Israel to 
battle, he and all his people, at a time 
appointed, before the plain; but he wist not 
that there were liers in ambush against him 
behind the city. And Joshua and all Israel 
made as if they were beaten before them, and 
fled by the way of the wilderness. And all 
the people that were in Ai were called to- 
gether to pursue after them: and they pur- 
sued after Joshua, and were drawn away 
from the city. And there was not a man left 
in Ai or Beth-el, that went not out after 
Israel: and they left the city open, and pur- 
sued after Israel. 

And the Lord said unto Joshua, Stretch 
but the spear that is in thy hand toward Ai; 
for I will give it into thine hand. And Joshua 
stretched out the spear that he had in his 
hand toward the city. And the ambush arose 
quickly out of their place, and they ran as 
soon as he had stretched out his hand: and 
they entered into the city, and took it, and 
hasted and set the -city on fire. And when the 
men of Ai looked behind them, they saw, 
and, behold, the smoke of the city ascended 
up to heaven, and they had no power to flee 
this way or that way: and the people that 
fled to the wilderness turned back upon the 
pursuers. And when Joshua and all Israel 
saw that the ambush had taken the city, and 
that the smoke of the city ascended, then 
they turned again, and slew the men of Ai. 
And the other issued out of the city against 
them; so they were in the midst of Israel, 
some on this side, and some on that side: 
and they smote them, so that they let none 
of them remain or escape. And the king 
of Ai they took alive, and brought him to 
Joshua. 

And it came to pass, when Israel had 
made an end of slaying all the inhabitants of 
Ai in the field, in the wilderness wherein 
they chased them, and when' they were all 
fallen on the edge of the sword, until they 
were consumed, that all the Israelites re- 
turned unto Ai, and smote it with the edge 
of the sword. And so it was, that all that fell 
that day, both of men and women, were 
twelve thousand, even all the men of Ai. 
For Joshua drew not his hand back, where- 


with he stretched out the spear, until he had 
utterly destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai. 
Only the cattle and the spoil of that city 
Israel took for a prey unto themselves, ac- 
cording unto the word of the Lord which he 
commanded Joshua. And Joshua burnt Ai, 
and made it an heap for ever, even a desola- 
tion unto this day. And the king of Ai he 
hanged on a tree until eventide: and as soon 
as the sun was down, Joshua commanded 
that they should take his carcase down from 
the tree, and cast it at the entering of the gate 
of the city, and raise thereon a great heap of 
stones, that remaineth unto this day. 

In the Heart of the Country 

Then Joshua built an altar unto the Lord 
God of Israel in mount Ebal, 1 as Moses 
the servant of the Lord commanded the 
children of Israel, as it is written in the book 
of the law of Moses, an altar of whole stones, 
over which no man hath lift up any iron : and 
they offered thereon burnt offerings unto the 
Lord, and sacrificed peace offerings. And 
he wrote there upon the stones a copy of the 
law of Moses, which he wrote in the presence 
of the children of Israel. And all Israel, and 
their elders, and officers, and their judges, 
stood on this side the ark and on that side 
before the priests the Levites, which bare the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord, as well the 
stranger, as he that was born among them; 
half of them over against mount Gerizim, 
and half of them over against mount Ebal; 
as Moses the servant of the Lord had com- 
manded before, that they should bless the 
people of Israel. And afterward he read ail 
the words of the law, the blessings and curs- 
ings, according to all that is written in the 
book of the law. There was not a word of all 
that Moses commanded, which Joshua read 
not before all the congregation of Israel, 
with the women, and the little ones, and 
the strangers that were conversant among 
them. 

Opposing Forces 

And it came to pass, when all the kings 
which were on this side Jordan, in the hills, 
and in the valleys, and in all the coasts of the 
great sea over against Lebanon, the Hittite, 
and the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Periz- 
zite, the Hivite, and the Jebusxte, heard 


1 Even if this paragraph is out of place here, as some hold, it is certain that such constructive work as it 
outlines must follow the destructive work which precedes it, if progress is to be made. 
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thereof; that they gathered themselves to-* 
gether, to fight with Joshua and with Israel, 
with one accord. 

Ruse of the Gibeonites 

And when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard 
what Joshua had done unto Jericho and to 
Ai, they did work wilily, and went and 
made as if they had been ambassadors., and 
took old sacks upon their asses, and wine 
bottles, old, and rent, and bound up; and 
old shoes and clouted upon their feet, and 
old garments upon them; and all the bread 
of their provision was dry and mouldy. And 
they went to Joshua unto the camp at Gilgal, 
and said unto him, and to the men of Israel, 
We be come from a far country: now there- 
fore make ye a league with us. And the men 
of Israel said unto the Hivites, Peradventure 
ye dwell among us ; and how shall we make a 
league with you ? And they said unto Joshua, 
We are thy servants. And Joshua said unto 
them. Who are ye? and from whence come 
ye? And they said unto him. From a very 
far country thy servants are come because of 
the name of the Lord thy God : for we have 
heard the fame of him, and all that he did in 
Egypt, and all that he did to the two kings of 
the Amorites, that were beyond Jordan, to 
Sihon king of Heshbon, and to Og king of 
Bashan, which was at Ashtaroth. Wherefore 
our elders and all the inhabitants of our 
country spake to us, saying. Take victuals 
with you for the journey, and go to meet 
them, and say unto them, We are your ser- 
vants : therefore now make ye a league with 
us. This our bread we took hot for our 
provision out of our houses on the day we 
came forth to go unto you; but now, behold, 
it is dry, and it is mouldy: and these bottles 
of wine, which we filled, were new; and, 
*behold, they be rent: and these our garments 
and our shoes are become old by reason of 
the very long journey. And the men took of 
their victuals, and asked not counsel at the 
mouth of the Lord. And Joshua made peace 
with them, and made a league with them, to 
let them live: and the princes of the con- 
gregation sware unto them. 

And it came to pass at the end of three 
days after they had made a league with them, 
that they heard that they were their neigh- 
bours, and that they dwelt among them. And 
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the children of Israel journeyed, and came 
unto their cities on the third day. Now their 
cities were Gibeon, and Chephirah, and 
Beeroth, and Kirjath-jearim. And the chil- 
dren of Israel smote them not, because the 
princes of the congregation had sworn unto 
them by the Lord God of Israel. And all the 
congregation murmured against the princes. 
But all the princes said unto all the con- 
gregation, We have sworn unto them by the 
Lord God of Israel: now therefore we may 
not touch them. 1 This we will do to them; 
we will even let them live, lest wrath be upon 
us, because of the oath which we sware unto 
them. And the princes said unto them, Let 
them live; but let them be hewers of wood 
and drawers of water unto all the congrega- 
tion; as the princes had promised them. 

And Joshua called for them, and he spake 
unto them, saying. Wherefore have ye be- 
guiled us, saying, We are very far from you; 
when ye dwell among us? Now therefore 
ye are cursed, and there shall none of you 
be freed from being bondmen, and hewers 
of wood and drawers of water for the house 
of my God. And they answered Joshua, and 
said, Because it was certainly told thy serv- 
ants, how that the Lord thy God commanded 
his servant Moses to give you all the land, 
and to destroy all the inhabitants of the land 
from before you, therefore we were sore 
afraid of our lives because of you, and have 
done this thing. And now, behold, we are 
in thine hand: as it seemeth good and right 
unto thee to do unto us, do. And so did he 
unto them, and delivered them out of the 
hand of the children of Israel, that they slew 
them not. And Joshua made them that day 
hewers of wood and drawers of water for the 
congregation, and for the altar of the Lord, 
even unto this day, in the place which he 
should choose. 

Defeat of Kings 

Now it came to pass, when Adoni-zedek 
king of Jerusalem had heard how Joshua had 
taken Ai, and had utterly destroyed it; as he 
had done to Jericho and her king, so he had 
done to Ai and her king; and how the in- 
habitants of Gibeon had made peace with 
Israel, and were among them; that they 
feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great 
city, as one of the royal cities, and because it 
was greater than Ai, and all the men thereof 
to shame the modem attitude of Chris- 


1 To keep one’s plighted word under circumstances like these puts 
tian nations to sealed covenants, treaties, and pledged promises. 
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were mighty. Wherefore Adoni-zedek king 
of Jerusalem sent unto Hoham king of He- 
bron, and unto Piram king of Jarmuth* 
and unto Japhia king of Lachish* and unto 
Debit king of Eglon* sayings Come up uhto 
me 3 and help me, that we may smite Gibeon: 
for it hath made peace with Joshua and with 
the children of Israel. Therefore the five 
kings of the Amorites* the king of Jerusalem* 
the king of Hebron* the king of Jarmuth* the 
king of Lachish* the king of Eglon* gathered 
themselves together* and went up* they and 
all their hosts* and encamped before Gibeon* 
and made war against it. 

And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua 
to the camp to Gilgal* saying* Slack not thy 
hand from thy servants; come up to us 
quickly* and save us* and help us: for all the 
kings of the Amorites that dwell in the 
mountains are gathered together against us. 
So Joshua ascended from Gilgal* he* and all 
the people of war with him* and all the 
mighty men of valour. And the Lord said 
unto Joshua* Fear them not: for I have de- 
livered them into thine hand; there shall not 
a man of them stand before thee. Joshua 
therefore came unto them suddenly* and 
went up from Gilgal all night. And the Lord 
discomfited them before Israel* and slew 
them with a great slaughter at Gibeon* and 
chased them along the way that goeth up to 
Beth-horon* and smote them to Azekah* and 
unto Makkedah. And it came to pass* as 
they fled from before Israel* and were in the 
going down to Beth-horon* that the Lord 
cast down great stones from heaven upon 
them unto Azekah* and they died: they were 
more which died with hailstones than they 
whom the children of Israel slew with the 
sword. 

Then spake Joshua to the Lord in the day 
when the Lord delivered up the Amorites 
before the children of Israel* and he said in 
the sight of Israel* 

Sun* stand thou still upon Gibeon; 

And thou* Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. 

And the sun stood still* and the moon 
stayed * 1 

Until the people had avenged themselves 
upon their enemies. 

Is not this written in the book of Jasher? 
So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven* 


and hasted not to go down about a whole 
day. And there was no day like that before 
it or after it* that the Lord hearkened unto 
the voice of a man: for the Lord fought for 
Israel. 

And Joshua returned* and all Israel with 
him* unto the camp to Gilgal. 

But these five kings fled* and hid them- 
selves in a cave at Makkedah. And it was 
told Joshua* saying* The five kings are found 
hid in a cave at Makkedah. And Joshua said* 
Roll great stones upon the mouth of the cave* 
and set men by it for to keep them: and stay 
ye not* but pursue after your enemies* and 
smite the hindmost of them; suffer them not 
to enter into their cities : for the Lord your 
God hath delivered them into your hand. 
And it came to pass* when Joshua and the 
children of Israel had made an end of slay- 
ing them with a very great slaughter* till they 
were consumed* that the rest which remained 
of them entered into fenced cities. And all 
the people returned to the camp to Joshua at 
Makkedah in peace: none moved his tongue 
against any of the children of Israel. 

Then said Joshua* Open the mouth of the 
cave* and bring out those five kings unto 
me out of the cave. And they did so* and 
brought forth those five kings unto him out 
of the cave* the king of Jerusalem* the king of 
Hebron* the king of Jarmuth* the king of 
Lachish* and the king of Eglon. And it came 
to pass* when they brought out those kings 
unto Joshua* that Joshua called for all the 
men of Israel, and said unto the captains of 
the men of war which went with him* Come 
near* put your feet upon the necks of these 
kings. And they came near, and put their 
feet upon the necks of them. And Joshua 
said unto them* Fear not* nor be dismayed* 
be strong and of good courage : for thus shall 
the Lord do to all your enemies against 
whom ye fight: And afterward Joshua smote 
them* and slew them* and hanged them on 
five trees: and they were hanging upon the 
trees until the evening. And it came to pass 
at the time of the going down of the sun* that 
Joshua commanded* and they took them 
down off the trees* and cast them into the 
cave wherein they had been hid, and laid 
great stones in the cave’s mouth* which re- 
main until this very day. 


1 Obviously, from its literary form, a poetical way of saying; It was a long day — as many a day of battle 
seems when the issue is uncertain — but it was long because Joshua would not give in. He would not accept 
or admit defeat. While the day lasted he would fight on. Indeed he preferred the day to be lengthened rather 
than that the battle should be lost or undecided. 
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Conquest of the South 

And that day Joshua took Makkedah, and 
smote it with the edge of the sword, and 
the king thereof he utterly destroyed, them, 
and all the souls that were therein; he let 
none remain: and he did to the king of Mak- 
kedah as he did unto the king of Jericho. 

Then Joshua passed from Makkedah, and 
all Israel with him, unto Libnah, and fought 
against Libnah: and the Lord delivered it 
also, and the king thereof, into the hand of 
Israel; and he smote it with the edge of the 
sword, and all the souls that were therein; he 
let none remain in it; but did unto the king 
thereof as he did unto the king of Jericho. 

And Joshua passed from Libnah, and all 
Israel with him, unto Lachish, and encamped 
against it, and fought against it: and the 
Lord delivered Lachish into the hand of 
Israel, which took it on the second day, and 
smote it with the edge of the sword, and all 
the souls that were therein, according to all 
that he had done to Libnah. 

Then Horam king of Gezer came up to 
help Lachish; and Joshua smote him and his 
people, until he had left him none remaining. 

And from Lachish Joshua passed unto 
Eglon, and all Israel with him; and they en- 
camped against it, and fought against it: and 
they took it on that day, and smote it with 
the edge of the sword, and all the souls that 
were therein he utterly destroyed that day, 
according to all that he had done to Lachish. 

And Joshua went up from Eglon, and all 
Israel with him, unto Hebron; and they 
fought against it: and they took it, and smote 
it with the edge of the sword, and the king 
thereof, and all the cities thereof, and all the 
souls that were therein; he left none remain- 
ing, according to all that he had done to 
Eglon; but destroyed it utterly, and all the 
souls that were therein. 

And Joshua returned, and all Israel with 
him, to Debir; and fought against it: and he 
took it, and the king thereof, and all the cities 
thereof; and they smote them with the edge 
of the sword, and utterly destroyed all the 
souls that were therein; he left none remain- 
ing: as he had done to Hebron, so he did to 
Debir, and to the king thereof; as he had 
done also to Libnah, and to her king. 

So Joshua smote all the country of the 
hills, and of the south, and of the vale, and 
of the springs, and all their kings: he left 
none remaining, but utterly destroyed all 
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that breathed, as the Lord God of Israel 
commanded. And Joshua smote them from 
Kadesh-barnea even unto Gaza, and all the 
country of Goshen, even unto Gibeon. And 
all these kings and their land did Joshua take 
at one time, because the Lord God of Israel 
fought for Israel, And Joshua returned, and 
all Israel with him, unto the camp to Gilgal. 

Advance to the North 

And it came to pass, when Jabin king of 
Hazor had heard those things, that he sent 
to Jobab king of Madon, and to the king of 
Shimron, and to the king of Achshaph, and 
to the kings that were on the north of the 
mountains, and of the plains south of Chin- 
neroth, and in the valley, and in the borders 
of Dor on the west, and to the Canaanite on 
the east and on the west, and to the Amorite, 
and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the 
Jebusite in the mountains, and to the Hivite 
under Hermon in the land of Mizpeh. And 
they went out, they and all their hosts with 
them, much people, even as the sand that is 
upon the sea shore in multitude, with horses 
and chariots very many. And when all these 
kings were met together, they came and 
pitched together at the waters of Merom, to 
fight against Israel. 

And the Lord said unto Joshua, Be not 
afraid because of them: for to morrow about 
this time will I deliver them up all slain be- 
fore Israel : thou shalt hough their horses* 
and bum their chariots with fire. So Joshua 
came, and all the people of war with him* 
against them by the waters of Merom sud- 
denly; and they fell upon them. And the 
Lord delivered them into the hand of Israel* 
who smote them, and chased them unto great 
Zidon, and unto Misrephoth-maim, and un- 
to the valley of Mizpeh eastward; and they 
smote them, until they left them none re- 
maining. And Joshua did unto them as the 
Lord bade him: he houghed their horses* 
and burnt their chariots with fire. 

And Joshua at that time turned back* 
and took Hazor, and smote the king thereof 
with the sword: for Hazor beforetime was 
the head of all those kingdoms. And they 
smote all the souls that were therein with the 
edge of the sword, utterly destroying them: 
there was not any left to breathe: and he 
burnt Hazor with fire. And all the cities of 
those kings, and all the kings of them, did 
Joshua take, and smote them with the edge 
of the sword, and he utterly destroyed them* 
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as Moses the servant of the Lord com- 
manded. But as for the cities that stood still 
in their strength* Israel burned none of them, 
save Hazor only; that did Joshua burn. And 
all the spoil of these cities, and the cattle, the 
children of Israel took for a prey unto them- 
selves; but every man they smote with the 
edge of the sword, until they had destroyed 
them, neither left they any to breathe. As 
the Lord commanded Moses his servant, so 
did Moses command Joshua, and so did 
Joshua; he left nothing undone of all that the 
Lord commanded Moses. 

Summary of Conquests 

So Joshua took all that land, the hills, and 
all the south country, and all the land of 
Goshen, and the valley, and the plain, and 
the mountain of Israel, and the valley of the 
same ; even from the mount Halak, that goeth 
up to Seir, even unto Baal-gad in the valley 
of Lebanon under mount Hermon: and all 
their kings he took, and smote them, and 
slew them. Joshua made war a long time 
with all those kings. There was not a city 
that made peace with the children of Israel, 
save the Hivites the inhabitants of Gibeon: 
all other they took in battle. For it was of 
the Lord to harden their hearts, that they 
should come against Israel in battle, that he 
might destroy them utterly, and that they 
might have no favour, but that he might de- 
stroy them, as the Lord commanded Moses. 

And at that time came Joshua, and cut 
off the Anakims from the mountains, from 
Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from 
all the mountains of Judah, and from all the 
mountains of Israel: Joshua destroyed them 
utterly with their cities. There was none of 
the Anakims left in the land of the children 
of Israel: only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ash- 
dod, there remained. So Joshua took the 
whole land, according to all that the Lord 
said unto Moses; and Joshua gave it for an 
inheritance unto Israel according to their 
divisions by their tribes. And the land rested 
from war. 

Victories in the East 

Now these are the kings of the land, which 
the children of Israel smote, and possessed 
their land on the other side Jordan toward 
the rising of the sun, from the river Arnon 
unto mount Hermon, and all the plain on the 
east: Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt 


in Heshbon, and ruled from Aroer, which is 
upon the bank of the river Arnon, and from 
the middle of the river, and from half Gilead, 
even unto the river Jabbok, which is the bor- 
der of the children of Ammon; and from the 
plain to the sea of Chinneroth on the east, 
and unto the sea of the plain, even the salt 
sea on the east, the way to Beth-jeshimoth; 
and from the south, under Ashdoth-pisgah: 
and the coast of Og king of Bashan, which 
was of the remnant of the giants, that dwelt 
at Ashtaroth and at Edrei, and reigned in 
mount Hermon, and in Salcah, and in all 
Bashan, unto the border of the Geshurites 
and the Maachathites, and half Gilead, the 
border of Sihon king of Heshbon. Them did 
Moses the servant of the Lord and the chil- 
dren of Israel smite: and Moses the servant 
of the Lord gave it for a possession unto the 
Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half 
tribe of Manasseh. 

Victories in the West 
And these are the kings of the country 
which Joshua and the children of Israel smote 
on this side Jordan on the west, from Baal- 
gad in the valley of Lebanon even unto the 
mount Halak, that goeth up to Seir; which 
Joshua gave unto the tribes of Israel for a 
possession according to their divisions; in 
the mountains, and in the valleys, and in the 
plains, and in the springs, and in the wilder- 
ness, and in the south country; the Hittites, 
the Amorites, and the Canaanites, the Periz- 
zites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites: the 
king of Jericho, one; the king of Ai, which is 
beside Beth-el, one; the king of Jerusalem, 
one; the king of Hebron, one; the king of 
Jarmuth, one; the king of Lachish, one; the 
king of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer, one; 
the king of Debir, one; the king of Geder, 
one; the king of Hormah, one; the king of 
Arad, one; the king of Libnah, one; the king 
of Adullam, one; the king of Makkedah, one; 
the king of Beth-el, one; the king of Tap- 
puah, one; the king of Hepher, one; the king 
of Aphek, one; the king of Lasharon, one; 
the king of Madon, one; the king of Hazor, 
one; the king of Shimron-meron, one; the 
king of Achshaph, one ; the king of Taanach, 
one; the king of Megiddo, one; the king of 
Kedesh, one; the king of Jokneam of Car- 
mel, one; the king of Dor in the coast of Dor, 
one; the king of the nations of Gilgal, one; 
the king of Tirzah, one : all the kings thirty 
and one. 
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HOMELANDS ON THE HORIZON 

REVELATION FOR THE COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD 

JOSHUA CHAPTERS 13, i— 21, 45 

When Joshua divided this strip of common land , which in its physical features was 
representative of all countries, he was giving the world, in the form of a little model, the 
divine pattern for the possession of the earth . He was putting before people who were 
accustomed to the military occupation of a • country * a new ideal— a vision of the earth 
divided into homelands for the races of mankind: where men, turning from war to work 
in quest of a livelihood, would find at their doors a Land of Promise . 

There was land enoughfor all Each should have a share, and, as the example points 
out, each share had to be suited to the size and temperament of the people inheriting it. 
The shares were not to be fought for. They had to be allocated by lot before God in His 
Sanctuary ; this meant the allotment had to be made according to the will of God . In 
other words, it had to be just and right . Requests could he made, and were to be seriously 
considered . No one, for instance, would think it fair to offer an old man a mountain as 
his share, but when the aged Caleb asked for this as his portion, it seems only right that 
his courage should be honoured . And when the sons of Joseph asked for an additional 
portion they were shown a mountain forest that needed clearing . 

It was not so much a possession that was to be divided as a responsibility that was 
to be shared . The gift of the land was a sacred trust . The country had to be cleared, 
cultivated, and developed It had to be made into a habitable and profitable homeland . 
And, what was no less important in the revelation, the different people inhabiting the 
homelands of the earth were to look upon each other as brothers * 

N OW Joshua was old and stricken mandedthee. Now therefore divide this land 
in years; and the Lord said unto for an inheritance unto the nine tribes* and 
him, Thou art old and stricken in the half tribe of Manasseh* with whom the 
years* and there remaineth yet Reubenites and the Gadites have received 
very much land to be possessed. This is the their inheritance* which Moses gave them* 
land that yet remaineth: all the borders of beyond Jordan eastward* even as Moses the 
the Philistines* and all Geshuri, from Sihor* servant of the Lord gave them; from Aroer* 
which is before Egypt* even unto the borders that is upon the bank of the river Arnon* and 
of Ekron northward* which is counted to the the city that is in the midst of the river* and 
Canaanite: five lords of the Philistines; the all the plain of Medeba unto Dibon; and all 
Gazathites* and the Ashdothites* the Eshka- the cities of Sihon king of the Amorites* 
Ionites* the Gittites, and the Ekr'onites; also which reigned in Heshbon* unto the border 
the Avites: from the south* all the land of the of the children of Ammon; and Gilead* and 
Canaanites* and Mearah that is beside the the border of the Geshurites and Maacha- 
Sidonians* unto Aphek* to the borders of thites* and all mount Hermon* and all Bashan 
the Amorites: and the land of the Giblites* unto Salcah ; all the kingdom of Og in Bashan* 
and all Lebanon* toward the sunrising* from which reigned in Ashtaroth and in Edrei* 
Baal-gad under mount Hermon unto the who remained of the remnant of the giants: 
entering into Hamath. All the inhabitants for these did Moses smite* and cast them out. 
of the hill country from Lebanon unto Nevertheless the children of Israel expelled 
Misrephoth-maim* and all the Sidonians* not the Geshurites* nor the Maachathites : 
them will I drive out from before the children but the Geshurites and the Maachathites 
of Israel: only divide thou it by lot unto the dwell among the Israelites until this day. 
Israelites for an inheritance, as I have com- Only unto the tribe of Levi he gave none 
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inheritance; the sacrifices of the Lord God 
of Israel made by fire are their inheritances 
as he said unto them* 

Eastern Homelands 

And Moses gave unto the tribe of the 
children of Reuben inheritance according to 
their families. And their coast was from 
Aroer, that is on the bank of the river Arno n 5 
and the city that is in the midst of the river, 
and all the plain by Medeba; Heshbon, and 
all her cities that are in the plain; Dibon, 
and Bamoth-baal, and Beth-baal-meon, and 
Jahazah, and Kedemoth, and Mephaath, and 
Kirjathaim, and Sibmah, and Zareth-shahar 
in the mount of the valley, and Beth-peor, 
and Ashdoth-pisgah, and Beth-jeshimoth, 
and all the cities of the plain, and all the 
kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, 
which reigned in Heshbon, whom Moses 
smote with the princes of Midian, Evi, and 
Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, which 
were dukes of Sihon, dwelling in the country. 
Balaam also the son of Beor, the soothsayer, 
did the children of Israel slay with the sword 
among them that were slain by them. And the 
border of the children of Reuben was Jordan, 
and the border thereof. This was the inherit- 
ance of the children of Reuben after their 
families, the cities and the villages thereof. 

And Moses gave inheritance unto the tribe 
of Gad, even unto the children of Gad 
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according to their families. And their coast 
was Jazer, and all the cities of Gilead, and 
half the land of the children of Ammon, unto 
Aroer that is before Rabbah; and from Hesh- 
bon unto Ramath-mizpeh, and Betonim; and 
from Mahanaim unto the border of Debir; 
and in the valley, Beth-aram, and Beth-nim- 
rah, and Succoth, and Zaphon, the rest of the 
kingdom of Sihon king of Heshbon, Jordan 
and his border, even unto the edge of the sea 
of Chmnereth on the other side Jordan east- 
ward. This is the inheritance of the children 
of Gad after their families, the cities, and 
their villages. 

And Moses gave inheritance unto the 
half tribe of Manasseh: and this was the 
possession of the half tribe of the children of 
Manasseh by their families. And their coast 
was from Mahanaim, all Bashan, all the king- 
dom of Og king of Bashan, and all the towns 
of Jair, which are in Bashan, threescore cities : 
and half Gilead, and Ashtaroth, and Edrei, 
cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan, were 
pertaining unto the children of Machir the 
son of Manasseh, even to the one half of the 
children of Machir by their families. 

These are the countries which Moses did 
distribute for inheritance in the plains of Moab, 
on the other side Jordan, byjericho, eastward. 
But unto the tribe of Levi Moses gave not 
any inheritance: the Lord God of Israel was 
their inheritance, as he said unto them. 


HOMELANDS IN THE WEST Joshua 14, i— 21, 45 

Descriptions of the boundaries of the land, with pictures of homesteads as we know them 
in every part of the earth — on the hills and plains, among the trees and pastures, by 
the rivers and by the sea . 


AND these are the countries which the 
children of Israel inherited in the land of 
Canaan, which Eieazar the priest, and Joshua 
the son of Nun, and the heads of the fathers 
of the tribes of the children of Israel, dis- 
tributed for inheritance to them. By lot was 
their inheritance, as the Lord commanded 
by the hand of Moses, for the nine tribes, 
and for the half tribe. For Moses had given 
the inheritance of two tribes and an half tribe 
on. the other side Jordan: but unto the Le- 
vites he gave none inheritance among them. 
For the children of Joseph were two tribes, 
Manasseh and Ephraim: therefore they gave 
no part unto the Levites in the land, save 
cities to dwell in, with their suburbs for their 
cattle and for their substance. As the Lord 


commanded Moses, so the children of Israel 
did, and they divided the land. 

Caleb's Inheritance 

Then the children of Judah came unto 
Joshua in Gilgal: and Caleb the son of Je- 
phunneh the Kenezite said unto him, Thou 
knowest the thing that the Lord said unto 
Moses the man of God concerning me and 
thee in Kadesh-bamea. Forty years old was 
I when Moses the servant of the Lord sent 
me from Kadesh-bamea to espy out the land; 
and I brought him word again as it was in 
mine heart. Nevertheless my brethren that 
went up with me made the heart of the peo- 
ple melt : but I wholly followed the Lord my 
God. And Moses sware on that day, saying, 
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Surely the land whereon thy feet have trod- 
den shall be thine inheritance* and thy chil- 
dren’s for ever* because thou hast wholly 
followed the Lord my God. And now* be- 
hold* the Lord hath kept me alive* as he said* 
these forty and five years* even since the 
Lord spake this word unto Moses* while the 
children of Israel wandered in the wilder- 
ness: and now* lo* I am this day fourscore 
and five years old. As yet I am as strong this 
day as I was in the day that Moses sent me: 
as my strength was then* even so is my 
strength now* for war* both to go out* and to 
come in. Now therefore give me this mount- 
ain* whereof the Lord spake in that day; for 
thou heardest in that day how the Anakims 
were there* and that the cities were great and 
fenced: if so be the Lord will be with me, 
then I shall be able to drive them out* as the 
Lord said. 

And Joshua blessed him* and gave unto 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh Hebron for an 
inheritance. Hebron therefore became the 
inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh 
the Kenezite unto this day* because that he 
wholly followed the Lord God of Israel. 
And the name of Hebron before was Kirjath- 
arba; which Arba was a great man among 
the Anakims. And the land had rest from 
war. 

Land of Judah 

This then was the lot of the tribe of the 
children of Judah by their families; even to 
the border of Edom the wilderness of Zin 
southward was the uttermost part of the 
south coast. And their south border was 
from the shore of the salt sea* from the bay 
that looketh southward: and it went out to 
the south side to Maaleh-acrabbim* and 
passed along to Zin* and ascended up on the 
south side unto Kadesh-barnea* and passed 
along to Hezron* and went up to Adar* and 
fetched a compass to Karkaa: from thence 
It passed toward Azmon* and went out unto 
the river of Egypt ; and the goings out of that 
coast were at the sea: this shall be your south 
coast. And the east border was the salt sea* 
even unto the end of Jordan. And their bor- 
der in the north quarter was from the bay of 
the sea at the uttermost part of Jordan: and 
the border went up to Beth-hogla* and passed 
along by the north of Beth-arabah; and the 
border went up to the stone of Bohan the son 
of Reuben: and the border went up toward 
Debit from the valley of Achor* and so north- 


ward* looking toward Gilgal* that is before 
the going up to Adummim* which is on the 
south side of the river: and the border passed 
toward the waters of En-shemesh* and the 
goings out thereof were at En-rogel: and the 
border went up by the valley of the son of 
Hinnom unto the south side of the Jebusite; 
the same is Jerusalem: and the border went 
up to the top of the mountain that lieth be- 
fore the valley of Hinnom westward* which 
is at the end of the valley of the giants north- 
ward: and the border was drawn from the 
top of the hill unto the fountain of the water 
of Nephtoah* and went out to the cities of 
mount Ephron; and the border was drawn 
to Baalah* which is Kirjath-jearim: and the 
border compassed from Baalah westward 
unto mount Seir* and passed along unto the 
side of mount Jearim* which is Chesalon* on 
the north side* and went down to Beth- 
shemesh* and passed on to Timnah: and the 
border went out unto the side of Ekron north- 
ward: and the border was drawn to Shicron* 
and passed along to mount Baalah* and went 
out unto Jabneel; and the goings out of the 
border were at the sea. And the west border 
was to the great sea* and the coast thereof. 
This is the coast of the children of Judah 
round about according to their families. 

And unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh he 
gave a part among the children of Judah* 
according to the commandment of the Lord 
to Joshua* even the city of Arba the father of 
Anak* which city is Hebron. And Caleb 
drove thence the three sons of Anak* Sheshai* 
and Ahiman* and Taknai* the children of 
Anak, And he went up thence to the inhabi- 
tants of Debir: and the name of Debir before 
was Kirjath-sepher. And Caleb said* He 
that smiteth Kirjath-sepher* and taketh it* 
to him will I give Achsah my daughter to 
wife. And Othniel the son of Kenaz* the 
brother of Caleb* took it: and he gave him 
Achsah his daughter to wife. And it came to 
pass* as she came unto him* that she moved 
him to ask of her father a field: and she 
lighted off her ass ; and Caleb said unto her* 
What wouldest thou? Who answered* Give 
me a blessing; for thou hast given me a south 
land; give me also springs of water. And he 
gave her the upper springs* and the nether 
springs. 

This is the inheritance of the tribe of the 
children of Judah according to their families. 

And the uttermost cities of the tribe of 
the children of Judah toward the coast of 



Edom southward were Kabzeel* and Eder* 
and Jagur* and Kinah* and Dimonah, and 
Adadah, and Kedesh* and Hazor* and Jthnan* 
Ziph, and Telem* and Bealoth* and Hazor* 
Hadattah* and Kerioth* and Hezron* which 
is Hazor* Amain* and Shema* and Moladah* 
and Hazar-gaddah* and Heshmon* and Beth- 
palet* and Hazar-shual* and Beer-sheba* and 
Bizjothjah* Baalah* and lim* and Azeni* and 
Eltolad* and Chesil* and Hormah* and Zik- 
lag* and Madmannah* and Saxisarmah* and 
Lebaoth* and Shilhim* and Ain* and Rim- 
mon: all the cities are twenty and nine* with 
their villages: and in the valley* Eshtaol* and 
Zoreah* and Ashnah* and Zanoah* and En- 
gannirn* Tappuah* and Enam* Jarmuth* and 
AduUam* Socoh* and Azekah* and Sharaim* 
and Adithaim* and Gederah* and Gedero- 
thaim; fourteen cities with their villages: 
Zenan* and Hadashah* and Migdal-gad* and 
Dilean* and Mizpeh* and Joktheel* Lachish* 
and Bozkath* and Eglon* and Cabbon* and 
Lahmam* and Kithlish* and Gederoth* Beth- 
dagon* and Naamah* and Makkedah; sixteen 
cities with their villages : Libnah* and Ether* 
and Ashan* and Jiphtah, and Ashnah* and 
Nezib* and Keilah* and Achzib* and Mare- 
shah; nine cities with their villages: Ekron* 
with her towns and her villages: from Ekron 
even unto the sea* all that lay near Ashdod* 
with their villages: Ashdod with her towns 
and her villages* Gaza with her towns and 
her villages* unto the river of Egypt* and the 
great sea* and the border thereof: 

And in the mountains* Shamir* and Jattir* 
and Socoh* and Dannah* and Kirjath-sannah* 
which is Debir, and Anab* and Eshtemoh* 
and Anim* and Goshen* and Holon* and 
Giloh; eleven cities with their villages : Arab* 
and Bumali* and Eshean* and Janum* and 
Beth-tappuah* and Aphekah* and Humtah* 
and Kirjath-arba* which is Hebron* and 
Zior; nine cities with their villages: Maon* 
Carmel, and Ziph* and Juttah* and Jezreel* 
and Jokdeam* and Zanoah* Cain* Gibeah* 
and Timnah; ten cities with their villages: 
Halhul* Beth-zur* and Gedor, and Maarath* 
and Beth-anoth* and Eltekon; six cities with 
their villages: Kirjath-baal* which is Kirjath- 
jearim, and Rabbah; two cities with their 
villages : in the wilderness* Beth-arabah* Mid- 
din* and Secacah* and Nibshan* and the city 
of Salt* and En-gedi; six cities with their 
villages. 

As for the Jebusites the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem* the children of Judah could not 
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drive them out: but the Jebusites dwell with 
the children of Judah at Jerusalem unto this 
day, 

Joseph’s Country 

And the lot of the children of Joseph fell 
from Jordan by Jericho* unto the water of 
Jericho on the east* to the wilderness that 
goeth up from Jericho throughout mount 
Beth-el* and goeth out from Beth-el to Luz* 
and passeth along unto the borders of Archi 
to Ataroth* and goeth down westward to the 
coast of Japhleti* unto the coast of Beth- 
horon the nether* and to Gezer: and the 
goings out thereof are at the sea. So the 
children of Joseph* Manasseh and Ephraim* 
took their inheritance. 

Borders of Ephraim 

And the border of the children of Eph- 
raim according to their families was thus : 
even the border of their inheritance on the 
east side was Ataroth-addar* unto Beth-horon 
the upper; and the border went out toward 
the sea to Michmethah on the north side; 
and the border went about eastward unto 
Taanath-shiloh* and passed by it on the east 
to Janohah; and it went down from Janohah 
to Ataroth* and to Naarath* and came to 
Jericho* and went out at Jordan. The border 
went out from Tappuah westward unto the 
river Kanah; and the goings out thereof 
were at the sea. This is the inheritance of the 
tribe of the children of Ephraim by their 
families. And the separate cities for the 
children of Ephraim were among the inherit- 
ance of the children of Manasseh* all the 
cities with their villages. And they drave 
not out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer: 
but the Canaanites dwell among the Eph- 
raimites unto this day* and serve under 
tribute. 

Coasts of Manasseh 

There was also a lot for the tribe of Manas- 
seh; for he was the firstborn of Joseph; to 
wit* for Machir the firstborn of Manasseh* 
the father of Gilead: because he was a man 
of war* therefore he had Gilead and Bashan. 
There was also a lot for the rest of the chil- 
dren of Manasseh by their families; for the 
children of Abiezer* and for the children of 
Helek* and for the children of Asriel* and for 
the children of Shechem* and for the children 
of Hepher* and for the children of Shemida : 
these were the male children of Manasseh 
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the son of Joseph by their families. But the north* and in Issachar on the east. And 
Zelophehad* the son of Hepher* the son of Manasseh had in Issachar and in Asher Beth- 
Gilead* the son of Machir* the son of Manas- shean and her towns* and Ibleam and her 
seh* had no sons, but daughters: and these towns* and the inhabitants of Dor and her 
are the names of his daughters, Mahlah* and towns* and the inhabitants of En-dor and 
Noah* Hoglah* Milcah* and Tirzah. And her towns* and the inhabitants of Taanach 
they came near before Eleazar the priest* and her towns* and the inhabitants of Megid- 
and before Joshua the son of Nun* and be- do and her towns* even three countries. Yet 
fore the princes* saying* The Lord com- the children of Manasseh could not drive 
manded Moses to give us an inheritance out the inhabitants of those cities; but the 
among our brethren. Therefore according Canaanites would dwell in that land. Yet it 
to the commandment of the Lord he gave came to pass* when the children of Israel 
them an inheritance among the brethren of were waxen strong* that they put the Canaan- 
their father. And there fell ten portions to ites to tribute; but did not utterly drive 
Manasseh* beside the land of Gilead and them out. 

Bashan* which were on the other side Jordan ; 0 

because the daughters of Manasseh had an A Request 

inheritance among his sons: and the rest of And the children of Joseph spake unto 
Manasseh’s sons had the land of Gilead. Joshua* saying* Why hast thou given me but 

And the coast of Manasseh was from Asher one lot and one portion to inherit, seeing I 
to Michmethah* that iieth before Shechem; am a great people* forasmuch as the Lord 
and the border went along on the right hand hath blessed me hitherto? And Joshua an- 
unto the inhabitants of En-tappuah. Now swered them* If thou be a great people, then 
Manasseh had the land of Tappuah: but get thee up to the wood country* and cut 
Tappuah on the border of Manasseh be- down 1 for thyself there in the land of the 
longed to the children of Ephraim; and the Perizzites and of the giants* if mount E- 
coast descended unto the river Kanah* south- phraim be too narrow for thee. And the chil- 
ward of the river: these cities of Ephraim dren of Joseph said* The hill is not enough 
are among the cities of Manasseh: the coast for us: and all the Canaanites that dwell in 
of Manasseh also was on the north side of the land of the valley have chariots of iron* 
the river, and the outgoings of it were at the both they who are of Beth-shean and her 
sea: southward it was Ephraim’s* and north- towns* and they who are of the valley of 
ward it was Manasseh’s* and the sea is his Jezreel. And Joshua spake unto the house of 
border; and they met together in Asher on Joseph* even to Ephraim and to Manasseh* 

1 It is as much our duty in these days to plant trees as it was the duty of the Josephites to cut down the thick 
forests. The work may be different, but the object is the same — to beautify and enrich the land. 
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saying, Thou art a great people, and hast 
great power : thou shall not have one lot only : 
but the mountain shall be thine; for it is a 
wood, and thou shalt cut it down: and the 
outgoings of it shall be thine: for thou shalt 
drive out the Canaanites, though they have 
iron chariots, and though they be strong. 

Casting Lots 

And the whole congregation of the chil- 
dren of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, 
and set up the tabernacle of the congregation 
there. And the land was subdued before 
them. And there remained among the chil- 
dren of Israebseven tribes, which had not yet 
received their .inheritance. And Joshua said 
unto the children of Israel, How long are ye 
slack to go to possess the land, which the 
Lord God of your fathers hath given you? 
Give out from among you three men for each 
tribe: and I will send them, and they shall 
rise, and go through the land, and describe 
it according to the inheritance of them; and 
they shall come again to me. And they shall 
divide it into seven parts: Judah shall abide 
in their coast on the south, and the house of 
Joseph shall abide in their coasts on the 
north. Ye shall therefore describe the land 
into seven parts, and bring the description 
hither to me, that I may cast lots for you 
here before the Lord our God. But the Le- 
vites have no part among you; for the priest- 
hood of the Lord is their inheritance: and 
Gad, and Reuben, and half the tribe of 
Manasseh, have received their inheritance 
beyond Jordan on the east, which Moses the 
servant of the Lord gave them. 

And the men arose, and went away: and 
Joshua charged them that went to describe 
the land, saying. Go and walk through the 
land, and describe it, and come again to me, 
that I may here cast lots for you before the 
Lord in Shiloh. And the men went and 
passed through the land, and described it by 
cities into seven parts in a book, and came 
again to Joshua to the host at Shiloh. And 
Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh before 
the Lord: and there Joshua divided the land 
unto the children of Israel according to their 
divisions. 

Benjamin’s Territory 

And the lot of the tribe of the children 
of Benjamin came up according to their 
families : and the coast of their lot came forth 
between the children of Judah and the chil- 
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dren of Joseph. And their border on the 
north side was from Jordan; and the border 
went up to the side of Jericho on the north 
side, and went up through the mountains 
westward; and the goings out thereof were 
at the wilderness of Beth-aven. And the 
border went over from thence toward Luz, 
to the side of Luz, which is Beth-el, south- 
ward; and the border descended to Ataroth- 
adar, near the hill that lieth on the south side 
of the nether Beth-horon. And the border 
was drawn thence, and compassed the comer 
of the sea southward, from the hill that lieth 
before Beth-horon southward; and the go- 
ings out thereof were at Kirjath-baal, which 
is Kirjath-jearim, a city of the children of 
Judah: this was the west quarter. And the 
south quarter was from the end of Kirjath- 
jearim, and the border went out on the west, 
and went out to the well of waters of Neph- 
toah: and the border came down to the end 
of the mountain that lieth before the valley 
of the son of Hinnom, and which is in the 
valley of the giants on the north, and de- 
scended to the valley of Hinnom, to the side 
of Jebusi on the south, and descended to En- 
rogel, and was drawn from the north, and 
went forth to En-shemesh, and went forth 
toward Geliloth, which is over against the 
going up of Adummim, and descended to 
the stone of Bohan the son of Reuben, and 
passed along toward the side over against 
Arab ah northward, and went down unto 
Arabah: and the border passed along to the 
side of Beth-hoglah northward: and the out- 
goings of the border were at the north bay of 
the salt sea at the south end of Jordan: this 
was the south coast. And Jordan was the 
border of it on the east side. This was the 
inheritance of the children of Benjamin, by 
the coasts thereof round about, according to 
their families. 

Now the cities of the tribe of the children 
of Benjamin according to their families were 
Jericho, and Beth-hoglah, and the valley 
of Keziz, and Beth-arabah, and Zemaraim, 
and Beth-el, and Avim, and Parah, and Oph- 
rah, and Chephar-haammonai, and Ophni, 
and Gaba; twelve cities with their villages: 
Gibeon, and Ramah, and Beeroth, and Miz- 
peh, and Chephirah, and Mozah, andRekem, 
and Irpeel, and Taralah, and Zelah, Eleph, 
and Jebusi, which is Jerusalem, Gibeath, and 
Kirjath; fourteen cities with their villages. 
This is the inheritance of the children of 
Benjamin according to their families. 
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Tribe of Simeon 

And the second lot came forth to Simeon, 
even for the tribe of the children of Simeon 
according to their families: and their in- 
heritance was within the inheritance of the 
children of Judah. And they had in their 
inheritance Beer-sheba, or Sheba, and Mola- 
dah, and Hazar-shual, and Balah, and Azem, 
and Eltolad, and Bethul, and Hormah, and 
Ziklag, and Beth-marcaboth, and Hazar- 
susah, andBeth-lefeaoth, and Sharuhen; thir- 
teen cities and their villages: Ain, Remmon, 
and Ether, and Ashan; four cities and their 
villages: and all the villages that were round 
about these cities to Baalath-beer, Ramath of 
the south. This is the inheritance of the 
tribe of the children of Simeon according 
to their families. Out of the portion of the 
children of Judah was the inheritance of the 
children of Simeon: for the part of the chil- 
dren of Judah was too much for them: 
therefore the children of Simeon had their 
inheritance within the inheritance of them. 

Zebulun 

And the third lot came up for the children 
of Zebulun according to their families: and 
the border of their inheritance was unto 
Sarid: and their border went up toward the 
sea, and Maralah, and reached to Dabba- 
sheth, and reached to the river that is before 
Jokneam; and turned from Sarid eastward 
toward the sunrising unto the border of Chis- 
loth-tabor, and then goeth out to Daberath, 
and goeth up to Japhia, and from thence 
passeth on along on the east to Gittah-hepher, 
to Ittah-kazin, and goeth out to Remmon- 
methoar to Neah ; and the border compasseth 
it on the north side to Hannathon: and the 
outgoings thereof are in the valley of Jiph- 
thah-el: and Kattath, and Nahallal, and 
Shimron, and Idalah, and Beth-lehem : twelve 
cities with their villages. This is the inherit- 
ance of the children of Zebulun according to * 
their families, these cities with their villages. 

Issachar 

And the fourth lot came out to Issachar, 
for the children of Issachar according to 
their families. And their border was toward 
Jezreel, and Chesulloth, and Shunem, and 
Hapharaim, and Shion, and Anaharath, and 
Rabbith, and Kishion, and Abez, and Remeth, 
and En-gannim, and En-haddah, and Beth- 
pazzez; and the coast reacheth to Tabor, and 


Shahazimah, and Beth-shemesh ; and the out- 
goings of their border were at Jordan: sixteen 
cities with their villages. This is the inherit- 
ance of the tribe of the children of Issachar 
according to their families, the cities and their 
villages. 

Asher 

And the fifth lot came out for the tribe 
of the children of Asher according to their 
families. And their border was Helkath, 
and Hali, and Beten, and Achshaph, and 
Alammelech, and Amad, and Misheal; and 
reacheth to Carmel westward, and to Shihor- 
libnath; and turneth toward the sunrising to 
Beth-dagon, and reacheth to Zebulun, and 
to the valley of Jiphthah-el toward the north 
side of Beth-emek, and Neiel, and goeth out 
to Cabul on the left hand, and Hebron, and 
Rehob, and Hammon, and Kanah, even unto 
great Zidon; and then the coast turneth to 
Ramah, and to the strong city Tyre; and the 
coast turneth to Hosah; and the outgoings 
thereof are at the sea from the coast to Ach- 
zib: Ummah also, and Aphek, and Rehob: 
twenty and two cities with their villages. 
This is the inheritance of the tribe of the 
children of Asher according to their families, 
these cities with their villages. 

Naphtali 

The sixth lot came out to the children of 
Naphtali, even for the children of Naphtali 
according to their families. And their coast 
was from Heleph, from Allon to Zaanannim, 
and Adami, Nekeb, and Jabneel, unto La- 
kuxn; and the outgoings thereof were at Jor- 
dan: and then the coast turneth westward to 
Aznoth-tabor, and goeth out from thence to 
Hukkok, and reacheth to Zebulun on the 
south side, and reacheth to Asher on the west 
side, and to Judah upon Jordan toward the 
sunrising. And the fenced cities are Ziddim, 
Zer, and Hammath, Rakkath, and Chinne- 
reth, and Adamah, and Ramah, and Hazor, 
and Kedesh, and Edrei, and En-hazor, and 
Iron, and Migdal-el, Horem, and Beth- 
anath, and Beth-shemesh; nineteen cities 
with their villages. This is the inheritance 
of the tribe of the children of Naphtali 
according to their families, the cities and 
their villages. 

Dan 

And the seventh lot came out for the tribe 
of the children of Dan according to their 
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families. And the coast of their inheritance 
was Zorah* and Eshtaol* and Ir-shemesh* 
and Shaalabbin* and Ajalon* and Jethlah s 
and Elon, and Thimnathah* and Ekron* and 
Eltekeh* and Gibbethon* and Baalath* and 
Jehud* and Bene-berak* and Gath-rimmon* 
and Me-jarkon, and Rakkon* with the border 
before Japho. And the coast of the children 
of Dan went out too little for them : therefore 
the children of Dan went up to fight against 
Leshem, and took it* and smote it with the 
edge of the sword* and possessed it* and 
dwelt therein* and called Leshem, Dan, after 
the name of Dan their father. This is the 
inheritance of the tribe of the children of 
Dan according to their families* these cities 
with their villages. 

Joshua’s Inheritance 

When they had made an end of dividing 
the land for inheritance by their coasts* the 
children of Israel gave an inheritance to 
Joshua the son of Nun among them: accord- 
ing to the word of the Lord they gave him 
the city which he asked* even Timnath-serah 
in mount Ephraim: and he built the city* 
and dwelt therein. 

These are the inheritances* which Eleazar 
the priest* and Joshua the son of Nun* 
and the heads of the fathers of the tribes 
of the children of Israel* divided for an in- 
heritance by lot in Shiloh before the Lord* 
at the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation. So they made an end of dividing 
the country. 

Cities of Refuge 

The Lord also spake unto Joshua* saying* 
Speak to the children of Israel* saying* Ap- 
point out for you cities of refuge* whereof I 
spake unto you by the hand of Moses : that 
the slayer that killeth any person unawares 
and unwittingly may flee thither: and they 
shall be your refuge from the avenger of 
blood. And when he that doth flee unto one 
of those cities shall stand at the entering of 
the gate of the city* and shall declare his 
cause in the ears of the elders of that city* 
they shall take him into the city unto them* 
and give him a place* that he may dwell 
among them. And if the avenger of blood 
pursue after him* then they shall not deliver 
the slayer up into his hand ; because he smote 
his neighbour unwittingly* and hated him 
not beforetime. And he shall dwell in that 
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city, until he stand before the congregation 
for judgment, and until the death of the 
high priest that shall be in those days : then 
shall the slayer return* and come unto his 
own city* and unto his own house* unto the 
city from whence he fled. 

And they appointed Kedesh in Galilee 
in mount Naphtali* and Shechem in mount 
Ephraim, and Kirj&th-arba* which is Heb- 
ron* in the mountain of Judah. And on the 
other side Jordan by Jericho eastward* they 
assigned Bezer in the wilderness upon the 
plain out of the tribe of Reuben, and Ramoth 
in Gilead out of the tribe of Gad* and Golan 
in Bashan out of the tribe of Manasseh. 
These were the cities appointed for all the 
children of Israel* and for the stranger that 
sojoumeth among them* that whosoever kill- 
eth any person at unawares might flee thither* 
and not die by the hand of the avenger of 
blood* until he stood before the congrega- 
tion. 

Possessions of Levites 

Then came near the heads of the fathers 
of the Levites unto Eleazar the priest* and 
unto Joshua the son of Nun* and unto the 
heads of the fathers of the tribes of the chil- 
dren of Israel; and they spake unto them at 
Shiloh in the land of Canaan* saying* The 
Lord commanded by the hand of Moses to 
give us cities to dwell in* with the suburbs 
thereof for our cattle. And the children of 
Israel gave unto the Levites out of their in- 
heritance* at the commandment of the Lord* 
these cities and their suburbs. 

And the lot came out for the families of 
the Kohathites: and the children of Aaron 
the priest, which were of the Levites* had by 
lot out of the tribe of Judah* and out of the 
tribe of Simeon* and out of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin* thirteen cities. And the rest of the 
children of Kohath had by lot out of the 
families of the tribe of Ephraim* and out of 
the tribe of Dan* and out of the half tribe 
of Manasseh* ten cities. And the children of 
Gershon had by lot out of the families of the 
tribe of Issachar* and out of the tribe of 
Asher* and out of the tribe of Naphtali* and 
out of the half tribe of Manasseh in Bashan* 
thirteen cities. The children of Merari by 
their families had out of the tribe of Reuben* 
and out of the tribe of Gad, and out of the 
tribe of Zebulun, twelve cities. 

And the children of Israel gave by lot unto 
the Levites these cities with their suburbs, 
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as the Lord commanded by the hand of 
Moses, And they gave out of the tribe of the 
children of Judah* and out of the tribe of 
the children of Simeon* these cities which 
are here mentioned by name* which the chil- 
dren of Aaron* being of the families of the 
Kohathites* who were of the children of Levi* 
had: for theirs was the first lot. And they 
gave them the city of Arba the father of Anak* 
which city is Hebron* in the hill country of 
Judah* with the suburbs thereof round about 
it. But the fields of the city* and the villages 
thereof* gave they to Caleb the son of Je- 
phunneh for his possession. 

Children of Aaron 

Thus they gave to the children of Aaron 
the priest Hebron with her suburbs* to be a 
city of refuge for the slayer ; and Libnah with 
her suburbs* and Jattir with her suburbs* and 
Eshtemoa with her suburbs* and Holon with 
her suburbs* and Debir with her suburbs* 
and Ain with her suburbs* and Juttah with 
her suburbs* and Beth-shemesh with her 
suburbs; nine cities out of those two tribes. 
And out of the tribe of Benjamin* Gibeon 
with her suburbs* Geba with her suburbs* 
Anathoth with her suburbs* and Almon with 
her suburbs; four cities. All the cities of the 
children of Aaron* the priests* were thirteen 
cities with their suburbs. 

Kohath 

And the families of the children of Ko- 
hath* the Levites which remained of the 
children of Kohath* even they had the cities 
of their lot out of the tribe of Ephraim. For 
they gave them Shechem with her suburbs 
in mount Ephraim* to be a city of refuge for 
the slayer; and Gezer with her suburbs* and 
Kibzaim with her suburbs* and Beth-horon 
with her suburbs; four cities. And out of 
the tribe of Dan* Eltekeh with her suburbs* 
Gibbethon with her suburbs* Aijalon with 
her suburbs* Gath-rimmon with her suburbs ; 
four cities. And out of the half tribe of 
Manasseh* Tanach with her suburbs* and 
Gath-rimmon with her suburbs; two cities. 
All the cities were ten with their suburbs for 
the families of the children of Kohath that 
remained. 

Gershon 

And unto the children of Gershon* of the 
families of the Levites* out of the other half 


tribe of Manasseh they gave Golan in Bashan 
with her suburbs, to be a city of refuge for 
the slayer; and Beesh-terah with her suburbs ; 
two cities. And out of the tribe of Issachar* 
Kishon with her suburbs* Dabareh with her 
suburbs* Jarmuth with her suburbs* En- 
gannim with her suburbs; four cities. And 
out of the tribe of Asher* Misha! with her 
suburbs* Abdon with her suburbs* Helkath 
with her suburbs* and Rehob with her 
suburbs; four cities. And out of the tribe 
of Naphtali* Kedesh in Galilee with her 
suburbs* to be a city of refuge for the slayer; 
and Hammoth-dor with her suburbs* and 
Kartan with her suburbs; three cities. All 
the cities of the Gershonites according to 
their families were thirteen cities with their 
suburbs. 

Merari 

And unto the families of the children of 
Merari* the rest of the Levites* out of the 
tribe of Zebulun* Jokneam with her suburbs, 
and Kartah with her suburbs* Dimnah with 
her suburbs* Nahalal with her suburbs; four 
cities. And out of the tribe of Reuben* Bezer 
with her suburbs* and Jahazah with her 
suburbs* Kedemoth with her suburbs* and 
Mephaath with her suburbs ; four cities. And 
out of the tribe of Gad* Ramoth in Gilead 
with her suburbs* to be a city of refuge for 
the slayer; and Mahanaim with her suburbs, 
Heshbon with her suburbs* Jazer with her 
suburbs; four cities in all. So all the cities 
for the children of Merari by their families* 
which were remaining of the families of the 
Levites* were by their lot twelve cities. 

Summary 

All the cities of the Levites within the 
possession of the children of Israel were forty 
and eight cities with their suburbs. These 
cities were every one with their suburbs 
round about them: thus were all these cities. 

And the Lord gave unto Israel all the land 
which he sware to give unto their fathers; 
and they possessed it* and dwelt therein. 
And the Lord gave them rest round about* 
according to all that he sware unto their 
fathers : and there stood not a man of all their 
enemies before them; the Lord delivered 
all their enemies into their hand. There 
failed not ought of any good thing which 
the Lord had spoken unto the house of 
Israel; all came to pass. 


EARTH CRAMMED WITH HEAVEN 

REVELATION CONCERNING THE WORKS OF MAN 


JOSHUA CHAPTER 22 , 1-34. 

What will men do with the earth when they are in possession of it? Will they despoil it? 

To get at its wealth will they teat to pieces its loveliness? In the name of progress will 
they turn its fruitful fields into a wilderness ? By its rivers will they build smoking altars 
to the gods of money and war ? Or, will they look upon the earth as the one fair spot 
in the universe which God has prepared for His fellowship with men? Will they treasure 
it , and set a watch upon what is done in it? 

In the closing scene of this little drama of Revelation we are given a view of the earth 
which still waits to be fully appreciated \ In the opening scene the military possession of 
the earth was set forth . Then we were shown the land in the possession of the people * 
and saw them controlling its cultivation and economic development . But the story does 
not end there . Military conquests and economic successes may give man possession of the 
earthy but what will he do with it when he is its lord? That is the question raised here, 
and the answer is to be found in the buildings he puts up in his homeland for the spiritual 
and cultural development of his children . 

T HEN Joshua called the Reubenites, Return with much riches unto your tents, 

and the Gadites, and the half tribe and with very much cattle, with silver, and 

of Manasseh, and said unto them, with gold, and with brass, and with iron. 

Ye have kept all that Moses the and with very much raiment: divide the spoil 

servant of the Lord commanded you, and of your enemies with your brethren. And 

have obeyed my voice in all that I com- the children of Reuben and the children of 

manded you : ye have not left your brethren Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh returned, 

these many days unto this day, but have and departed from the children of Israel out 

kept the charge of the commandment of the of Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan, to 

Lord your God. And now the Lord your go unto the country of Gilead, to the land 

God hath given rest unto your brethren, as he of their possession, whereof they were pos- 

promised them : therefore now return ye, and sessed, according to the word of the Lord by 

get you unto your tents, and unto the land of the hand of Moses, 
your possession, which Moses the servant of 
the Lord gave you on the other side Jordan. . r 
But take diligent heed to do the command- A {jTea a 

ment and the law, which Moses the servant And when they came unto the borders of 
of the Lord charged you, to love the Lord Jordan, that are in the land of Canaan, the 

your God, and to walk in all his ways, and children of Reuben and the children; of Gad j 

to keep Ms commandments, and to cleave and the half tribe of Manasseh built there an j 

unto him, and to serve Mm with all your altar by Jordan, a great altar to see to. And j 

heart and with all your soul. So Joshua the children of Israel heard say, Behold, the j 

blessed them, and sent them away: and they cMldren of Reuben and the children of Gad j 

went unto their tents. and the half tribe of Manasseh have built an 1 

Now to the one half of the tribe of Manas- altar over against the land of Canaan, in the | 

seh Moses had given possession in Bashan: borders of Jordan, at the passage of the chil- 
but unto the other half thereof gave Joshua dren of Israel. And when the children of 

among their brethren on tMs side Jordan Israel heard of it, the whole congregation of 

westward. And when Joshua sent them the children of Israel gathered themselves 
away also unto their tents, then he blessed together at Shiloh, to go up to war against 
them, and he spake unto them, saying, them. y 
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And the children of Israel sent unto the 
children of Reuben, and to the children of 
Gad, and to the half tribe of Manasseh, into 
the land of Gilead, Phinehas the son of 
Eleazar the priest, and with him ten princes, 
of each chief house a prince throughout all 
the tribes of Israel; and each one was an head 
of the house of their fathers among the thou- 
sands of Israel. And they came unto the 
children of Reuben, and to the children of 
Gad, and to the half tribe of Manasseh, unto 
the land of Gilead, and they spake with them, 
saying, Thus saith the whole congregation of 
the Lord, What trespass is this that ye have 
committed against the God of Israel, to turn 
away this day from following the Lord, in 
that ye have builded you an altar, that ye 
might rebel this day against the Lord? Is 
the iniquity of Peor too little for us, from 
which we are not cleansed until this day, 
although there was a plague in the congrega- 
tion of the Lord, but that ye must turn away 
this day from following the Lord ? and it will 
be, seeing ye rebel to day against the Lord, 
that to morrow he will be wroth with the 
whole congregation of Israel. Notwithstand- 
ing, if the land of your possession be unclean, 
then pass ye over unto the land of the posses- 
sion of the Lord, wherein the Lord’s taber- 
nacle dwelleth, and take possession among 
us : but rebel not against the Lord, nor rebel 
against us, in building you an altar beside the 
altar of the Lord our God. Did not Achan 
the son of Zerah commit a trespass in the 
accursed thing, and wrath fell on all the con- 
gregation of Israel? and that man perished 
not alone in his iniquity. 

For our Children's Sake 

Then the children of Reuben and the chil- 
dren of Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh 
answered, and said unto the heads of the 
thousands of Israel, the Lord God of gods, 
the Lord God of gods, he knoweth, and Is- 
rael he shall know, if it be in rebellion, or if 
in transgression against the Lord, (save us 
not this day,) that we have built us an altar 
to turn from following the Lord, or if to 
offer thereon burnt offering or meat offering, 
or if to offer peace offerings thereon, let the 
Lord himself require it; and if we have not 
rather done it for fear of this thing, saying, 
In time to come your children might speak 
unto our children, saying. What have ye to 
do with the Lord God of Israel? For the 


Lord hath made Jordan a border between us 
and you, ye children of Reuben and children 
of Gad ; ye have no part in the Lord : so shall 
your children make our children cease from 
fearing the Lord. Therefore we said. Let us 
now prepare to build us an altar, not for 
burnt offering, nor for sacrifice: but that it 
may be a witness between us, and you, and 
our generations after us, that we might do 
the service of the Lord before him with our 
burnt offerings, and with our sacrifices, and 
with our peace offerings; that your children 
may not say to our children in time to come. 
Ye have no part in the Lord. Therefore said 
we, that it shall be, when they should so say 
to us or to our generations in time to come, 
that we may say again. Behold the pattern of 
the altar of the Lord, which our fathers 
made, not for burnt offerings, nor for sacri- 
fices ; but it is a witness between us and you. 
God forbid that we should rebel against the 
Lord, and turn this day from following the 
Lord, to build an altar for burnt offerings, 
for meat offerings, or for sacrifices, beside the 
altar of the Lord out God that is before his 
tabernacle. 

For Unity and Peace 

And when Phinehas the priest, and the 
princes of the congregation and heads , of the 
thousands of Israel which were with him, 
heard the words that the children of Reuben 
and the children of Gad and the children of 
Manasseh spake, it pleased them. And Phine- 
has the son of Eleazar the priest said unto the 
children of Reuben, and to the children of 
Gad, and to the children of Manasseh, This 
day we perceive that the Lord is among us, 
because ye have not committed this trespass 
against the Lord: now ye have delivered the 
children of Israel out of the hand of the Lord. 
And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, 
and the princes, returned from the children 
of Reuben, and from the children of Gad, 
out of the land of Gilead, unto the land of 
Canaan, to the children of Israel, and brought 
them word again. And the thing pleased the 
children of Israel; and the children of Israel 
blessed God, and did not intend to go up 
against them in battle, to destroy the land 
wherein the children of Reuben and Gad 
dwelt. And the children of Reuben and the 
children of Gad called the altar Ed: for it 
shall be a witness between us that the Lord 
is God. 
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LINKING LIFE ON EARTH WITH THE LORD OF HEAVEN 

First the warrior, then the worker, and after that the worshipper. This is the order of 
the story; perhaps, too, it is the order of history, and we are passing now front the age 
of work to the age when we shall discover in worship the true glory of the human spirit , 
and the best way of attaining it. 
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A LANDMARK Joshua 23, I— 24, 33 

And a sign to all men that the promises of God stand sure. The great chieftain, when 
he came to die, cared not whether a monument should be raised to his honour or to the 
triumph of his people, but, lest they should forget their Covenant with God, he set up a 
great stone which could not be moved. 


AND it came to pass a long time after that 
the Lord had given rest unto Israel from 
all their enemies round about, that Joshua 
waxed old and stricken in age. And Joshua 
called for all Israel, and for their elders, and 
for their heads, and for their judges, and for 
their officers, and said unto them, I am old 
and stricken in age : and ye have seen all that 
the Lord your God hath done unto all these 
nations because of you; for the Lord your 
God is he that hath fought for you. Behold, 
I have divided unto you by lot these nations 
that remain, to be an inheritance for your 
tribes, from Jordan, with all the nations that 
I have cut off, even unto the great sea west- 
ward. And the Lord your God, he shall 
expel them from before you, and drive them 
from out of your sight; and ye shall possess 
their land, as the Lord your God hath 
promised unto you. Be ye therefore very 
courageous to keep and to do all that is 
written in the book of the law of Moses, 
that ye turn not aside therefrom to the right 
hand or to the left; that ye come not among 
these nations, these that remain among 
you; neither make mention of the name of 
their gods, nor cause to swear by them, 
neither serve them, nor bow yourselves unto 
them.: but cleave unto the Lord your God, as 
ye have done unto this day. For the Lord 
hath driven out from before you great nations 
and strong: but as for you, no man hath been 
able to stand before you unto this day. One 
man of you shall chase a thousand: for the 
Lord your God, he it is that fighteth for you, 
as he hath promised you. Take good heed 
therefore unto yourselves, that ye love the 
Lord your God. Else if ye do in any wise go 
back, and cleave unto the remnant of these 
nations, even these that remain among you, 
and shall make marriages with them, and go 
in unto them, and they to you: know for a 
certainty that the Lord your God will no 
more drive out any of these nations from 
before you; but they shall be snares and traps 
unto you, and scourges in your sides, and 
thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off 
this good land which the Lord your God 
hath given you. 


And, behold, this day I am going the way 
of all the earth: and ye know in all your 
hearts and in all your souls, that not one 
thing hath failed of all the good things which 
the Lord your God spake concerning you; 
all are come to pass unto you, and not one 
thing hath failed thereof. Therefore it shall 
come to pass, that as all good things are come 
upon you, which the Lord your God promised 
you; so shall the Lord bring upon you all 
evil things, until he have destroyed you from 
off this good land which the Lord your God 
hath given you. When ye have transgressed 
the covenant of the Lord your God, which 
he commanded you, and have gone and served 
other gods, and bowed yourselves to them; 
then shall the anger of the Lord be kindled 
against you, and ye shall perish quickly from 
off the good land which he hath given unto 
you. 

The Rock of Remembrance 

And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Is- 
rael to Shechem, and called for the elders of 
Israel, and for their heads, and for their 
judges, and for their officers; and they pre- 
sented themselves before God. And Joshua 
said unto all the people, Thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the 
other side of the flood in old time, even 
Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father 
of Nachor: and they served other gods. And 
I took your father Abraham from the other 
side of the flood, and led him throughout all 
the land of Canaan, and multiplied his seed, 
and gave him Isaac. And I gave unto Isaac 
Jacob and Esau: and I gave unto Esau mount 
Seir, to possess it; but Jacob and his children 
went down into Egypt. I sent Moses also 
and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, according 
to that which I did among them: and after- 
ward I brought you out. And I brought your 
fathers out of Egypt: and ye came unto the 
sea; and the Egyptians pursued after your 
fathers with chariots and horsemen unto 
the Red sea. And when they cried unto the 
Lord, he put darkness between you and the 
Egyptians, and brought the sea upon them, 
and covered them; and your eyes have seen 
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what I have done in Egypt: and ye dwelt in 
the wilderness a long season. And 1 brought 
you into the land of the Amorites, which 
dwelt on the other side Jordan; and they 
fought with you: and I gave them into your 
hand, that ye might possess their land; and I 
destroyed them from before you. Then Balak 
the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and 
warred against Israel, and sent and called 
Balaam the son of Beor to curse you: but I 
would not hearken unto Balaam; therefore 
he blessed you still: so I delivered you out of 
his hand. And ye went over Jordan, and 
came unto Jericho: and the men of Jericho 
fought against you, the Amorites, and the 
Perizzites, and the Canaanites, and the Hit- 
tites, and the Girgashites, the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites ; and I delivered them into your 
hand. And I sent the hornet before you, 
which drave them out from before you, even 
the two kings of the Amorites ; but not with 
thy sword, nor with thy bow. And I have 
given you a land for which ye did not labour, 
and cities which ye built not, and ye dwell 
in them; of the vineyards and oliveyards 
which ye planted not do ye eat. 

Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve 
him in sincerity and in truth: and put away 
the gods which your fathers served on the 
other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and 
serve ye the Lord. And if it seem evil unto 
you to serve the Lord, choose you this day 
whom ye will serve; whether the gods which 
your fathers served that were on the other 
side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, 
in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord. 

And the people answered and said, God 
forbid that we should forsake the Lord, to 
serve other gods; for the Lord our God, he 
it is that brought us up and our fathers out 
of the land of Egypt, from the house of 
bondage, and which did those great signs in 
our sight, and preserved us in all the way 
wherein we went, and among all the people 
through whom we passed: and the Lord 
drave out from before us all the people, even 
the Amorites which dwelt in the land: there- 
fore will we also serve the Lord; for he is 
our God. 

And Joshua said unto the people. Ye can- 
not serve the Lord: for he is an holy God; 
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he is a jealous God; he will not forgive 
your transgressions nor your sins. If ye for- 
sake the Lord, and serve strange gods, then 
he will turn and do you hurt, and consume 
you, after that he hath done you good. And 
the people said unto Joshua, Nay ; but we will 
serve the Lord. And Joshua said unto the 
people. Ye are witnesses against yourselves 
that ye have chosen you the Lord, to serve 
him. And they said. We are witnesses. Now 
therefore put away, said he, the strange gods 
which are among you, and incline your heart 
unto the Lord God of Israel. And the people 
said unto Joshua, The Lord our God will 
we serve, and his voice will we obey. So 
Joshua made a covenant with the people that 
day, and set them a statute and an ordinance 
in Shechem. And Joshua wrote these words 
in the book of the law of God, and took a 
great stone, and set it up there under an oak, 
that was by the sanctuary of the Lord. And 
Joshua said unto all the people, Behold, this 
stone shall be a witness unto us ; for it hath 
heard all the words of the Lord which he 
spake unto us : it shall be therefore a witness 
unto you, lest ye deny your God. So Joshua 
let the people depart, every man unto his in- 
heritance. 

Passing of the Chieftain 

And it came to pass after these things, 
that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of 
the Lord, died, being an hundred and ten 
years old. And they buried Mm in the border 
of Ms inheritance in Timnath-serah, which 
is in mount Ephraim, on the north side of 
the Mil of Gaash. And Israel served the 
Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days 
of the elders that overlived Joshua, and wMch 
had known all the works of the Lord, that 
he had done for Israel. 

And the bones of Joseph, wMch the chil- 
dren of Israel brought up out ofEgypt, buried 
they in Shechem, in a parcel of, ground 
wMch Jacob bought of the sons of Hamor 
the father of Shechem for an hundred pieces 
of silver: and it became the inheritance of 
the cMldren of Joseph. And Eleazar the son 
of Aaron died; and they buried him in a hill 
that pertained to Fhinehas Ms son, which was 
given him in mount Ephraim. 
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J U G E S 

LIFE IN THE HOMELAND REVEALS THAT THE 
LAND OF PROMISE IS A LAND OF PROBLEMS 


Canaan in this picture is nothing like the Homeland the fathers of Israel imagined was 
waiting for them beyond the edge of the desert . It is not a land flowing with milk 
and honey s but a land which taxes to the uttermost their courage * resourcefulness > and 
endurance . And therein lies its value to us. It is a picture of the plain truth about all 
homelands — our own 3 and that of any other people of the earth. There is a vast differ- 
ence between what we should like them to be 5 and what we know they are. We live in 
a world which is not to our hearts desire . It is full of problems that are not yet half - 
answered^ and tasks that are nothing like completed . What a world! No. What an 
opportunity! What a challenge to every creative gift with which we have been endowed. 
Born into a world in the makings with the chance of turning its half-developed lands 
into homelands and holy lands. — What a dream to be born to fulfil! How the men who 
first caught this vision began the work to which we are called , is the story of this book . 

If they did not make much progress * they did one thing which makes us for ever 
their debtors . They crystallized the problem . They brought into clear perspective 
what was to be the end and aim of the people of God. The struggle these records show 
was not solely a fight between different people of the earth for the possession of the 
land . It was a conflict between two wholly different types of civilization — that which 
is well-pleasing to God and good for all mankinds and that which is not— between a 
purely seculars materialistic s and inhuman way of life * and the more spirituals more 
humane and brotherly * more just and holy way, which God has made known to man . 


HOMELANDS IN DANGER 


N OW after the death of Joshua it 
came to pass* that the children 
of Israel asked the Lord* saying* 
Who shall go up for us against the 
Canaanites first* to fight against them? And 
the Lord said* Judah shall go up : behold* I 
have delivered the land into his hand. And 
Judah said unto Simeon his brother* Come 
up with me into my lot* that we may fight 
against the Canaanites ; and I likewise will go 
with thee into thy lot. So Simeon went with 
him. And Judah went up; and the Lord de- 
livered the Canaanites and the Perizzites into 
their hand: and they slew of them in Bezek 
ten thousand men. And they found Adoni- 
bezek in Bezek: and they fought against him* 
and they slew the Canaanites and the Periz- 
zites. But Adoni-bezek fled; and they pur- 
sued after him* and caught him* and cut off 
his thumbs and his great toes. And Adoni- 
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bezek said* Threescore and ten kings, having 
their thumbs and their great toes cut off* 
gathered their meat under my table: as I 
have done* so God hath requited me. And 
they brought him to Jerusalem* and there he 
died. 

Now the children of Judah had fought 
against Jerusalem* and had taken it* and 
smitten it with the edge of the sword* and 
set the city on fire. And afterward the chil- 
dren of Judah went down to fight against the 
Canaanites* that dwelt in the mountain* and 
in the south* and in the valley. And Judah 
went against the Canaanites that dwelt in 
Hebron: (now the name of Hebron before 
was Kirjath-arba:) and they slew Sheshai* 
and Ahiman* and Talmai. 

And from thence he went against the in- 
habitants of Debir: and the name of Debir 
before was Kirjath-sepher : and Caleb said* 
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He that smiteth Kirjath-sepher, and taketh 
it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter to 
wife* And Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s 
younger brother, took it; and he gave him 
Achsah his daughter to wife* And it came to 
pass, when she came to him, that she moved 
him to ask of her father a field; and she 
lighted from off her ass; and Caleb said unto 
her. What wilt thou? And she said unto him, 
Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me 
a south land; give me also springs of water. 
And Caleb gave her the upper springs and 
the nether springs. 

And the children of the Kenite, Moses 5 
father in law, went up out of the city of palm 
trees with the children of Judah into the 
wilderness of Judah, which lieth in the south 
of Arad; and they went and dwelt among the 
people. And Judah went with Simeon his 
brother, and they slew the Canaanites that 
inhabited Zephath, and utterly destroyed it. 
And the name of the city was called Hormah. 
Also Judah took Gaza with the coast thereof, 
and Askelon with the coast thereof, and Ek- 
ron with the coast thereof. And the Lord 
was with Judah; and he drave out the inhabi- 
tants of the mountain ; but could not drive out 
the inhabitants of the valley, because they had 
chariots of iron. And they gave Hebron unto 
Caleb, as Moses said: and he expelled thence 
the three sons of Anak. And the children 
of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites 
that inhabited Jerusalem; but the Jebusites 
dwell with the children of Benjamin in Jeru- 
salem unto this day. 

And the house of Joseph, they also went 
up against Beth-el: and the Lord was with 
them. And the house of Joseph sent to 
descry Beth-el. (Now the name of the city 
before was Luz.) And the spies saw a man 
come forth out of the city, and they said unto 
him. Shew us, we pray thee, the entrance 
into the city, and we will shew thee mercy. 
And when he shewed them the entrance into 
the city, they smote the city with the edge of 
the sword ; but they let go the man and all his 
family. And the man went into the land of 
the Hittites, and built a city, and called the 
name thereof Luz ; which is the name thereof 
unto this day. 

Neither did Manasseh drive out 1 the in- 
habitants of Beth-shean and her towns, nor 
Taanach and her towns, nor the inhabitants 
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of Dor and her towns, nor the inhabitants of 
Xbleam and her towns, nor the inhabitants of 
Megiddo and her towns ; but the Canaanites 
would dwell in that land. And it came to 
pass, when Israel was strong, that they put 
the Canaanites to tribute, and did not utterly 
drive them out. 

Neither did Ephraim drive out the Canaan- 
ites that dwelt in Gezer; but the Canaanites 
dwelt in Gezer among them. 

Neither did Zebulun drive out the in- 
habitants of Kitron, nor the inhabitants of 
Nahalol; but the Canaanites dwelt among 
them, and became tributaries. 

Neither did Asher drive out the inhabitants 
of Accho, nor the inhabitants of Zidon, nor of 
Ahlab, nor of Achzib, nor of Helbah, nor 
of Aphik, nor of Rehob: but the Asherites 
dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants 
of the land: for they did not drive them out. 

Neither did Naphtali drive out the inhabi- 
tants of Beth-shemesh, nor the inhabitants of 
Beth-anath; but he dwelt among the Canaan- 
ites, the inhabitants of the land: nevertheless 
the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh and of Beth- 
anath became tributaries unto them. 

And the Amorites forced the children of 
Dan into the mountain: for they would not 
suffer them to come down to the valley: but 
the Amorites would dwell in mount Heres in 
Aijalon, and in Shaalbim: yet the hand of the 
house of Joseph prevailed, so that they be- 
came tributaries. And the coast of the Amor- 
ites was from the going up to Akrabbim, from 
the rock, and upward. 

God’s Interest in the Work 

And an angel of the Lord came up from 
Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made you to go 
up out of Egypt, and have brought you unto 
the land which I sware unto your fathers; 
and I said, I will never break my covenant 
with you. And ye shall make no league with 
the inhabitants of this land; ye shall throw 
down their altars; but ye have not obeyed 
my voice : why have ye done this? Where- 
fore I also said, I will not drive them out 
from before you; but they shall be as thorns 
in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare 
unto you. And it came to pass, when the 
angel of the Lord spake these words unto all 
the children of Israel, that the people lifted 
up their voice, and wept. And they called 


1 The first and greatest difficulty in the way of realizing the dream is the fading of enthusiasm, with 
its consequent lack of thoroughness and perseverance; in Israel this amounted to doubt of and disloyalty 
to God. 
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the name of that place Bochina: and they 
sacrificed there unto the Lord, 

And when Joshua had let the people go, 
the children of Israel went every man unto 
his inheritance to possess the land. And the 
people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, 
and aU the days of the elders that outlived 
Joshua, who had seen all the great works of 
the Lord, that he did for Israel, And Joshua 
the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died, 
being an hundred and ten years old. And 
they buried him in the border of his inherit- 
ance in Timnath-heres, in the mount of 
Ephraim, on the north side of the hill Gaash. 
And also all that generation were gathered 
unto their fathers: and there arose another 
generation after them, which knew not the 
Lord, nor yet the works which he had done 
for Israel, 

And the children of Israel did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, and served Baalim: and 
they forsook the Lord God of their fathers, 
which brought them out of the land of Egypt, 
and followed other gods, of the gods of the 
people that were round about them, and 
bowed themselves unto them, and provoked 
the Lord to anger. And they forsook the 
Lord, and served Baal and Ashtaroth. And 
the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel, 
and he delivered them into the hands of 
spoilers that spoiled them, and he sold them 
into the hands of their enemies round about, 
so that they could not any longer stand be- 
fore their enemies. Whithersoever they went 
out, the hand of the Lord was against them 
for evil, as the Lord had said, and as the 
Lord had sworn unto them: and they were 
greatly distressed. 

Nevertheless the Lord raised up judges, 
which .delivered them out of the hand of 
those that spoiled them. And yet they would 
not hearken unto their judges, but they went 
a whoring after other gods, and bowed them- 
selves unto them: they turned quickly out of 
the way which their fathers walked in, obey- 
ing the commandments of the Lord ; but they 
did not so. And when the Lord raised them 
up judges, then the Lord was with the judge, 
and delivered them out of the hand of their 
enemies all the days of the judge: for it re- 
pented the Lord because of their groanings 
by reason of them that oppressed them and 
vexed them. And it came to pass, when the 
judge was dead, that they returned, and cor- 
rupted themselves more than their fathers, in 
following other gods to serve them, and to 


bow down unto them; they ceased not from 
their own doings, nor from their stubborn 
way. And the anger of the Lord was hot 
against Israel; and he said, Because that this 
people hath transgressed my covenant which 
I commanded their fathers, and have not 
hearkened unto my voice; I also will n 6t 
henceforth drive out any from before them 
of the nations which Joshua left when he 
died: that through them I may prove Israel, 
whether they will keep the way of the Lord 
to walk therein, as their fathers did keep it, 
or not. Therefore the Lord left those nations, 
without driving them out hastily; neither de- 
livered he them into the hand of Joshua. 

Now these are the nations which the Lord 
left, to prove Israel by them, even as many 
of Israel as had not known all the wars of 
Canaan; only that the generations of the 
children of Israel might know, to teach them 
war, at the least such as before knew nothing 
thereof; namely, five lords of the Philistines, 
and all the Canaanites, and the Sidonians, 
and the Hivites that dwelt in mount Lebanon, 
from mount Baal-hermon unto the entering 
in of Hamath. And they were to prove Israel 
by them, to know whether they would heark- 
en unto the commandments of the Lord, 
which he commanded their fathers by the 
hand of Moses. And the children of Israel 
dwelt among the Canaanites, Hittites, and 
Amorites, and Ferizzites, and Hivites, and 
Jebusites: and they took their daughters to 
be their wives, and gave their daughters to 
their sons, and served their gods. 

Othniel and Ehud 

And the children of Israel did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, and forgat the Lord their 
God, and served Baalim and the groves. 
Therefore the anger of the Lord was hot 
against Israel, and he sold them into the 
hand of Chushan-rishathaim king of Meso- 
potamia: and the children of Israel served 
Chushan-rishathaim eight years. And when 
the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, 
the Lord raised up a deliverer to the children 
of Israel, who delivered them, even Othniel 
the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother. 
And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, 
and he judged Israel, and went out to war: 
and the Lord delivered Chushan-rishathaim 
king of Mesopotamia into his hand; and his 
hand prevailed against Chushan-rishathaim. 
And the land had rest forty years. And Oth- 
niel the son of Kenaz died. 


There can be no Homeland where men live in fear 


And the children of Israel did evil again 
in the sight of the Lord: and the Lord 
strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against 
Israel^ because they had done evil in the 
sight of the Lord. And he gathered unto 
Mm the children of Ammon and Amalek* 
and went and smote Israel* and possessed 
the city of palm trees. So the children of 
Israel served Eglon the king of Moab eigh- 
teen years. 

But when the children of Israel cried unto 
the Lord* the Lord raised them up a de- 
liverer* Ehud the son of Gera* a Benjamite* 
a man lefthanded: and by him the children 
of Israel sent a present unto Eglon the king 
of Moab. But Ehud made him a dagger 
wMch had two edges* of a cubit length; and 
he did gird it under his raiment upon Ms 
right thigh. And he brought the present 
unto Eglon king of Moab: and Eglon was a 
very fat man. And when he had made an 
end to offer the present* he sent away the 
people that bare the present. But he himself 
turned again from the quarries that were by 
Gilgal* and said* I have a secret errand unto 
thee* O king: who said* Keep silence. And 
all that stood by him went out from him. 
And Ehud came unto him; and he was sitting 
in a summer parlour* which he had for him- 
self alone. And Ehud said* I have a message 
from God unto thee. And he arose out of Ms 
seat. And Ehud put forth Ms Left hand* and 
took the dagger from his right tMgh* and 
thrust it into Ms belly. And the haft also 
went in after the blade; and the fat closed 


upon the blade* so that he could not draw 
the dagger out of Ms belly; and the dirt came 
out. Then Ehud went forth through the 
porch, and shut the doors of the parlour 
upon him* and locked them. 

When he was gone out* Ms servants came; 
and when they saw that* behold* the doors of 
the parlour were locked* they said* Surely he 
covereth Ms feet in Ms summer chamber. 
And they tarried till they were ashamed: and* 
behold* he opened not the doors of the par- 
lour; therefore they took a key* and opened 
them : and* behold* their lord was fallen down 
dead on the earth. 

And Ehud escaped wMle they tarried* and 
passed beyond the quarries* and escaped unto 
Seirath. And it came to pass* when he was 
come* that he blew a trumpet in the mount- 
ain of Ephraim* and the cMldren of Israel 
went down with him from the mount, and 
he before them. And he said unto them, 
Follow after me : for the Lord hath delivered 
your enemies the Moabites into your hand. 
And they went down after Mm* and took the 
fords of Jordan toward Moab* and suffered 
not a man to pass over. And they slew of 
Moab at that time about ten thousand men, 
all lusty* and all men of valour; and there 
escaped not a man. So Moab was subdued 
that day under the hand of Israel. And the 
land had rest fourscore years. 

And after him was Shamgar the son of 
Anath* wMch slew of the Philistines six 
hundred men with an ox goad: and he also 
delivered Israel. 


SAVE THE HOMELAND 


THE CRY OF WOMANHOOD THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 


JUDGES CHAPTERS 4, 1—16, 31 

Deborah speaks for all women . This mother in Israel with a prophets vision gives 
utterance to the hearts cry of all mothers , Make the land safe! More than that 
Make our land what God meant it to be 3 a homeland and a holy land. That is the 
vision which makes Deborah^ war-cry different from all others . Save the land — our 
homes , our families^ our persons— from the civilizations we see around us , which care not 
for righteousness and justice^ and have no mercy on our needs . In the name of God 
deliver us from the dangers which despoil our homes and destroy our manhood . If the 
call was urgent then> it is urgent now , For the civilizations of the CanaamteSy the 
Midianitesy and the Philistines are not deady and the lands of the earth which God 
gave unto us to make into holy homelands are again in danger of being plundered and 


oppressed . 

1ND the children of Israel again did 

/\ evil in the sight of the Lord, when 
j \ Rhud was dead. And the Lord sold 
JL JL them into the hand of Jabin king of 
Canaan* that reigned in Hazor; the captain 
of whose host was Sisera, which dwelt in 
Harosheth of the Gentiles. And the children 
of Israel cried unto the Lord : for he had nine 
hundred chariots of iron; and twenty years 
he mightily oppressed the children of Israel. 

Deborah 

And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of 
Lapidoth, she judged Israel at that time. And 
she dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah be- 
tween Ramah and Beth-el in mount Ephraim : 
and the children of Israel came up to her for 
judgment. And she sent and called Barak the 
son of Abinoam out of Kedesh-naphtali, and 
said unto him. Hath not the Lord God of 
Israel commanded, saying. Go and draw to- 
ward mount Tabor, and take with thee ten 
thousand men of the children of Naphtali and 
of the children of Zebuhrn? And I w ill draw 
unto thee to the river Kishon Sisera, the cap- 
tain of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his 
multitude; and I will deliver him into thine 
hand. And Barak said unto her. If thou wilt 
go with me, then I will go: but if thou wilt 
not go with me, then I will not go. And she 
said, I will surely go with thee : notwithstand- 
ing the journey that thou takest shall not be 
for thine honour; for the Lord shall sell 
Sisera into the hand of a woman. And Debo- 
rah arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh. 


And Barak called Zebukrn and Naphtali to 
Kedesh; and he went up with ten thousand 
men at his feet: and Deborah went up with 
him. 

Now Heber the Kenite, which was of the 
children of Hobab the father in law of Moses, 
had severed himself from the Kenites, and 
pitched his tent unto the plain of Zaanaim, 
which is by Kedesh. 

And they shewed Sisera that Barak the son 
of Abinoam was gone up to mount Tabor. 
And Sisera gathered together all Ms chariots, 
even nine hundred chariots of iron, and all 
the people that were with him, from Haro- 
sheth of the Gentiles unto the river of Kishon. 
And Deborah said unto Barak, Up; for this 
is the day in which the Lord hath delivered 
Sisera into thine hand: is not the Lord gone 
out before thee? So Barak went down from 
mount Tabor, and ten thousand men after 
him. And the Lord discomfited Sisera, and 
all his chariots, and all his host, with the edge 
of the sword before Barak; so that Sisera 
lighted down off Ms chariot, and fled away 
on his feet. But Barak pursued after the 
chariots, and after the host, unto Harosheth 
of the Gentiles : and all the host of Sisera fell 
upon the edge of the sword; and there was 
not a man left. 

Joel 

Howbeit Sisera fled away on his feet to the 
tent of Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite: for 
there was peace between Jabin the king of 
Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite. 
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And Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said 
unto him, Turn in, my lord, turn in to me; 
fear not. And when he had turned in unto 
her into the tent, she covered him with a 
mantle. And he said unto her. Give me, I 
pray thee, a little water to drink; for 1 am 
thirsty. And she opened a bottle of milk, and 
gave him drink, and covered him. Again he 
said unto her, Stand in the door of the tent, 
and it shall be, when any man doth come and 
inquire of thee, and say. Is there any man 
here? that thou shalt say. No. Then Jael 
Heber’s wife took a nail of the tent, and took 
an hammer in her hand, and went softly unto 
him, and smote the nail into his temples, and 
fastened it into the ground: for he was fast 
asleep and weary. So he died. And, behold, 
as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out to 
meet him, and said unto him. Come, and I 
will shew thee the man whom thou seekest. 
And when he came into her tent, behold, 
Sisera lay dead, and the nail was in his 
temples. 1 

So God subdued on that day Jabin the king 
of Canaan before the children of Israel. And 
the hand of the children of Israel prospered, 
and prevailed against Jabin the king of Ca- 
naan, until they had destroyed Jabin king of 
Canaan. 

Song of Victory 

Then sang Deborah and Barak the son of 
Abinoam on that day, saying. 

Praise ye the Lord 

For the avenging of Israel, 

When the people willingly offered them- 
selves. 

Hear, O ye kings; give ear, O ye princes; 

I, even I, will sing unto the Lord; 

I will sing praise to the Lord God of Israel. 

Lord, when thou wentest out of Seir, 

When thou marchedst out of the field of 
Edom, 

The earth trembled, and the heavens 
dropped, 

The clouds also dropped water. 

The mountains melted from before the 
Lord, 

Even that Sinai from before the Lord God 
of Israel. 

In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, 

In the days of Jael, the highways were un- 
occupied. 


JUDGES 5, 17 

And the travellers walked through byways. 
The inhabitants of the villages ceased, they 
ceased in Israel, 

Until that I Deborah arose. 

That I arose a mother in Israel. 

They chose new gods; 

Then was war in the gates: 

Was there a shield or spear seen 
Among forty thousand in Israel? 

My heart is toward the governors of Israel, 
That offered themselves willingly among 
the people. 

Bless ye the Lord 

Speak, ye that ride on white asses* 

Ye that sit in judgment. 

And walk by the way. 

They that are delivered from the noise of 
archers in the places of drawing water. 
There shall they rehearse the righteous 
acts of the Lord, 

Even the righteous acts toward the inhabi- 
tants of his villages in Israel: 

Then shall the people of the Lord go 
down to the gates. 

Awake, awake, Deborah: 

Awake, awake, utter a song: 

Arise, Barak, and lead thy captivity cap- 
tive, thou son of Abinoam. 

Then he made him that remaineth have 
dominion over the nobles among the 
people: 

The Lord made me have dominion over 
the mighty. 

Out of Ephraim was there a root of them 
against Amalek; 

After thee, Benjamin, among thy people; 
Out of Machir came down governors. 
And out of Zebulun they that handle the 
pen of the writer. 

And the princes of Issachar were with 
Deborah; 

Even Issachar, and also Barak: 

He was sent on foot into the valley. 

For the divisions of Reuben 
There were great thoughts of heart. 

Why abodest thou among the sheepfolds. 
To hear the bleatings of the flocks? 

For the divisions of Reuben 
There were great searchings of heart. 
Gilead abode beyond Jordan: ’ 

And why did Dan remain in ships? 

Asher continued on the sea shore. 

And abode in his breaches. 


1 No one would attempt to excuse her treachery. These were barbarous times. This was barbarous heroism. 
Let us leave it at that. Sisera, the destroyer, was destroyed. 
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Zebulun and Naphtali were a people that 
■ jeoparded their lives unto the death 
In the high places of the held. 

The kings came and fought. 

Then fought the kings of Canaan 
In Taanach by the waters of Megiddo; 
They took no gain of money. 

They fought from heaven; 

The stars in their courses fought against 
Sisera. 

The river of Kishon swept them away. 
That ancient river, the river Kishon. 

O my soul, thou hast trodden down 
strength. 

Then were the horsehoofs broken 
By the means of the pransings, the prans- 
ings of their mighty ones. 

Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the 
Lord, 

Curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof; 
Because they came not to the help of the 
Lord, 

To the help of the Lord against the 
mighty. 

Blessed above women shall Jael 
The wife of Heber the Kenite be. 

Blessed shall she be above women in the 
tent. 

He asked water, and she gave him milk; 


She brought forth butter in a lordly dish. 
She put her hand to the nail. 

And her right hand to the workmen’s 
hammer; 

And with the hammer she smote Sisera, 
she smote off his head. 

When she had pierced and stricken through 
his temples. 

At her feet he bowed, he fell, he lay down: 
At her feet he bowed, he fell; 

Where he bowed, there he fell down dead. 

The mother of Sisera looked out at a 
window. 

And cried through the lattice, 

Why is his chariot so long in coming? 
Why tarry the wheels of his chariots? 

Her wise ladies answered her. 

Yea, she returned answer to herself. 

Have they not sped? have they not divided 
the prey; 

To every man a damsel or two; 

To Sisera a prey of divers colours, 

A prey of divers colours of needlework. 
Of divers colours of needlework on both 
sides, meet for the necks of them that 
take the spoil? 

So let all thine enemies perish, O Lord: 
But let them that love him be as the sun 
when he goeth forth in Ms might. 

And the land had rest forty years. 


GIDEON’S HOMES 


Judges 6, i— 10, 5 


Make the land safe for our homes, cried Deborah . It is not enough, says the Bible. 
Look at Gideon. Read what is written in his history about homes and the dangers that 
threaten them. Compare the two pictures which stand at the opening and dose of his 
life , and judge for yourself where the greater danger lies — on the hills outside, or by 
the hearth inside the home. It is no use making the land safe if the homes are not kept 
free from evil 


AND the children of Israel did evil in 
/\ the sight of the Lord : and the Lord 
delivered them into the hand of 
JL JL Midian seven years. And the hand 
of Midian prevailed against Israel: and be- 
cause of the Midianites the cMldren of Israel 
made them the dens wMch are in the mount- 
ains, and caves, and strong holds. And so it 
was, when Israel had sown, that the Midian- 
ites came up, and the Amalekites, and the 
children of the east, even they came up 
against them; and they encamped against 
them, and destroyed the increase of the 


earth, till thou come unto Gaza, and left no 
sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, 
nor ass. For they came up with their cattle 
and their tents, and they came as grass- 
hoppers for multitude; for both they and 
their camels were without number: and they 
entered into the land to destroy it. And 
Israel was greatly impoverished because of 
the Midianites; and the children of Israel 
cried unto the Lord. ! , 

And it came to pass, when the children of 
Israel cried unto the Lord because of the 
Midianites, that the Lord sent a prophet 
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■onto the children of Israel, which said unto 
them, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I 
brought you up from Egypt, and brought 
you forth out of the house of bondage, and 
I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyp- 
tians, and out of the hand of all that op- 
pressed you, and drave them out from before 
you, and gave you their land; and I said unto 
you, I am the Lord your God; fear not the 
gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell : 
but ye have not obeyed my voice. 

Call of Gideon 

And there came an angel of the Lord, and 
sat under an oak which was in Ophrah, that 
pertained unto Joash the Abi-ezrite: and his 
son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, 
to hide it from the Midianites. And the angel 
of the Lord appeared unto him, and said 
unto him. The Lord is with thee, thou 
mighty man of valour. And Gideon said 
unto him, Oh my Lord, if the Lord be with 
us, 1 why then is all this befallen us ? and where 
be all his miracles which our fathers told us 
of, saying. Did not the Lord bring us up from 
Egypt? but now the Lord hath forsaken us, 
and delivered us into the hands of the Midian- 
ites. And the Lord looked upon him, and 
said. Go in this thy might, 2 and thou shalt 
save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: 
have not I sent thee? And he said unto him. 
Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? 
behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and 
I am the least in my father’s house. And the 
Lord said unto him, Surely I will be with 
thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as 
one man. And he said unto him, If now I 
have found grace in thy sight, then shew me 
a sign that thou talkest with me. Depart not 
hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, 
and bring forth my present, and set it before 
thee. And he said, I will tarry until thou 
come again. 

And Gideon went in, and made ready a 
kid, and unleavened cakes of an ephah of 
flour: the flesh he put in a basket, and he 
put the broth in a pot, and brought it out 
unto him under the oak, and presented it. 
And the angel of God said unto him, Take 
the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay 
them upon this rock, and pour out the broth. 
And he did so. Then the angel of the Lord 


JUDGES 6, 33 

put forth the end of the staff that was in his 
hand, and touched the flesh and the un- 
leavened cakes; and there rose up fire out 
of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the 
unleavened cakes. Then the angel of the 
Lord departed out of his sight. And when 
Gideon perceived that he was an angel of 
the Lord, Gideon said, Alas, O Lord God! 
for because I have seen an angel of the Lord 
face to face. And the Lord said unto him, 
Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not 
die. Then Gideon built an altar there unto 
the Lord, and called it J ehovah-shalom : 
unto this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abi- 
ezrites. 

And it came to pass the same night, that 
the Lord said unto him. Take thy father’s 
young bullock, even the second bullock of 
seven years old, and throw down the altar 
of Baal that thy father hath, and cut down 
the grove that is by it: and build an altar 
unto the Lord thy God upon the top of this 
rock, in the ordered place, and take the 
second bullock, and offer a burnt sacrifice 
with the wood of the grove which thou shalt 
cut down. Then Gideon took ten men of 
his servants, and did as the Lord had said 
unto him: and so it was, because he feared 
his father’s household, and the men of the 
city, that he could not do it by day, that he 
did it by night. 

And when the men of the city arose early 
in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was 
cast down, and the grove was cut down that 
was by it, and the second bullock was offered 
upon the altar that was built. And they said 
one to another. Who hath done this thing? 
And when they inquired and asked, they said, 
Gideon the son of Joash hath done this thing. 
Then the men of the city said unto Joash, 
Bring out thy son, that he may die : because 
he hath cast down the altar of Baal, and be- 
cause he hath cut down the grove that was by 
it. And Joash said unto all that stood against 
him. Will ye plead for Baal? will ye save him? 
he that will plead for him, let him be put to 
death whilst it is yet morning : if he be a god, 
let him plead for himself, because one hath 
cast down his altar. Therefore on that day 
he called him Jerubbaal, saying, Let Baal 
plead against him, because he hath thrown 
down his altar. 

Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites 


1 Though the Lord said, T will be with thee’, Gideon replied ‘with us’, as if he could not think of himself 
apart from his fellows, and the blessing promised to him he would see shared with his people. 

2 The powers he possessed would be sufficient if he used them. 
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and the children of the east were gathered 
together, and went over, and pitched in the 
valley of JezreeL But the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet; 
and Abi-ezer was gathered after him. And he 
sent messengers throughout all Manasseh; 
who also was gathered after Mm : and he sent 
messengers unto Asher, and unto Zebulun, 
and unto Naphtali ; and they came up to meet 
them. ' 

And Gideon said unto God, If thou wilt 
save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said, 
behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the floor; 
and if the dew be on the fleece only, and it be 
dry upon all the earth beside, then shall I 
know that thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, 
as thou hast said. And it was so: for he rose 
up early on the morrow, and thrust the fleece 
together, and wringed the dew out of the 
fleece, a bowl full of water. And Gideon said 
unto God, Let not thine anger be hot against 
me, and I will speak but this once: let me 
prove, I pray thee, but this once with the 
fleece ; let it now be dry only upon the fleece, 
and upon all the ground let there be dew. 
And God did so that night: for it was dry 
upon the fleece only, and there was dew on 
all the ground. 

Gideon’s Army 

Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the 
people that were with Mm, rose up early, and 
pitched beside the well of Harod: so that the 
host of the Midianites were on the north 
side of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the 
valley. 

And the Lord said unto Gideon, The 
people that are with thee are too many for 
me to give the Midianites into their hands, 
lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, say- 
ing, Mine own hand hath saved me. Now 
therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of the 
people, saying. Whosoever is fearful and 
afraid, let him return and depart early from 
mount Gilead. And there returned of the 
people twenty and two thousand; and there 
remained ten thousand. 

And the Lord said unto Gideon, The 
people are yet too many ; bring them down 
unto the water, and I will try them for thee 
there: and it shall be, that of whom I say 
unto thee. This shall go with thee, the same 
shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I say 


unto thee. This shall not go with thee, the 
same shall not go. So he brought down the 
people unto the water: and the Lord said 
unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the 
water with Ms tongue, as a dog lappeth, him 
shalt thou set by himself; likewise every one 
that boweth down upon Ms knees to drink. 
And the number of them that lapped, put- 
ting their hand to their mouth, 1 were three 
hundred men: but all the rest of the people 
bowed down upon their knees to drink water. 
And the Lord said unto Gideon, By the three 
hundred men that lapped will I save you, and 
deliver the Midianites into thine hand: and 
let all the other people go every man unto Ms 
place. So the people took victuals in their 
hand, and their trumpets : and he sent all the 
rest of Israel every man unto Ms tent, and 
retained those three hundred men: and the 
host of Midian was beneath Mm in the 
valley. 

Gideon’s Victory 

And it came to pass the same night, that 
the Lord said unto Mm, Arise, get thee down 
unto the host; for I have delivered it into 
thine hand. But if thou fear to go down, go 
thou with Phurah thy servant down to the 
host: and thou shalt hear what they say; and 
afterward shall thine hands be strengthened 
to go down unto the host. Then went he 
down with Phurah Ms servant unto the out- 
side of the armed men that were in the host. 
And the Midianites and the Amalekites and 
all the cMldren of the east lay along in the 
valley like grasshoppers for multitude; and 
their camels were without number, as the 
sand by the sea side for multitude. And 
when Gideon was come, behold, there was 
a man that told a dream unto Ms fellow, and 
said. Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo, a 
cake of barley bread tumbled into the host 
of Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote 
it that it fell, and overturned it, that the tent 
lay along. And Ms fellow answered and said, 
TMs is nothing else save the sword of Gideon 
the son of Joash, a man of Israel: for into Ms 
hand hath God delivered Midian, and all the 
host. 

And it was so, when Gideon heard the 
telling of the dream, and the interpretation 
thereof, that he worsMpped, and returned 
into the host of Israel, and said. Arise; for 


1 Those who lift the water to their lips in the cup of their hands can keep their eyes about them, while those 
who go down on all fours to drink are an easy prey to the enemy. The text is obscure. 
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the Lord hath delivered into your hand the 
host of Midian. And he divided the three 
hundred men into three companies* and he 
put a trumpet in every man’s hand* with 
empty pitchers* and lamps within the pitch- 
ers . 1 And he said unto them* Look on me* 
and do likewise: and* behold* when 1 come 
to the outside of the camp* it shall be that* 
as I do* so shall ye do* When I blow with 
a trumpet* I and all that are with me* then 
blow ye the trumpets also on every side of ail 
the camp* and say* The sword of the Lord* 
and of Gideon. 

So Gideon* and the hundred men that 
were with him* came unto the outside of the 
camp in the beginning of the middle watch; 
and they had but newly set the watch: and 
they blew the trumpets* and brake the pitch- 
ers that were in their hands. And the three 
companies blew the trumpets* and brake the 
pitchers* and held the lamps in their left 
hands* and the trumpets in their right hands 
to blow withal: and they cried* The sword 
of the Lord* and of Gideon. And they stood 
every man in his place round about the camp : 
and all the host ran* and cried* and fled. And 
the three hundred blew the trumpets* and 
the Lord set every man’s sword against his 
fellow* even throughout all the host: and the 
host fled to Beth-shittah in Zererath, and to 
the border of Abel-meholah* unto Tabbath. 
And the men of Israel gathered themselves 
together out of Naphtali* and out of Asher* 
and out of all Manasseh* and pursued after 
the Midianites. 

Gideon's Tact 

And Gideon sent messengers throughout 
all mount Ephraim* saying* Come down 
against the Midianites* and take before them 
the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. 
Then all the men of Ephraim gathered them- 
selves together* and took the waters unto 
Beth-barah and Jordan* And they took two 
princes of the Midianites* Oreb and Zeeb; 
and they slew Oreb upon the rock Oreb* and 
Zeeb they slew at the winepress of Zeeb* and 
pursued Midian* and brought the heads of 
Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon on the other side. 
Jordan. 

And the men of Ephraim said unto him*- 
Why hast thou served us thus* that thou 
calledst us not* when thou wentest to fight 
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with the Midianites? And they did chide ? 

with him sharply. And he said unto them* < 

What have I done now in comparison of you ? i 

Is not the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim ' 
better than the vintage of Abi-ezer? God l 

hath delivered into your hands the princes 
of Midian* Oreb and Zeeb: and what was 
I able to do in comparison of you? Then. - 1 

their anger was abated toward him* when s! 

he had said that* | 

Gideon? s Enemies 

And Gideon came to Jordan* and passed \ 

over* he* and the three hundred men that 
were with him* faint* yet pursuing them. 

And he said unto the men of Succoth* Give* 

I pray you* loaves of bread unto the people j 

that follow me; for they be faint* and I am j 

pursuing after Zebah and Zalmunna* kings 
of Midian* And the princes of Succoth said* 

Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now 
in thine hand* that we should give bread unto 
thine army? And Gideon said* Therefore 
when the Lord hath delivered Zebah and 
Zalmunna into mine hand* then I will tear 
your flesh with the thorns of the wilderness 
and with briers. And he went up thence to 
Penuel* and spake unto them likewise: and 
the men of Penuel answered him as the men 
of Succoth had answered him. And he spake 
also unto the men of Penuel* saying, When I 
come again in peace* I will break down this 
tower. 

Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Ran- 
ker* and their hosts with them* about fifteen 
thousand men* all that were left of all the 
hosts of the children of the east: for there 
fell an hundred and twenty thousand men 
that drew sword. And Gideon went up by 
the way of them that dwelt in tents on the 
east of Nobah and Jogbehah* and smote the 
host: for the host was secure. And when 
Zebah and Zalmunna fled* he pursued after 
them* and took the two kings of Midian* 

Zebah and Zalmunna* and discomfited all 
the host. 

And Gideon the son of Joash returned 
from battle before the sun was up* and caught 
a young man of the men of Succoth* and in- 
quired of him: and he described unto him 
the princes of Succoth* and the elders there- 
of* even threescore and seventeen men. And 
he came unto the men of Succoth* and said* 


1 It is a custom in some Eastern countries to carry a smouldering torch with a protective cover over the 
burning end. When the cap is removed the torch is waved into a flame. But was this Gideon’s plan? 
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Behold Zebah and Zalmunna, with whom ye 
did upbraid me, saying, Are the hands of 
Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine hand, 
that we should give bread unto thy men that 
are weary? And he took the elders of the 
city, and thorns of the wilderness and briers, 
and with them he taught the men of Succoth. 
And he beat down the tower of Penuel, and 
slew the men of the city. 

Then said he unto Zebah and Zalmunna, 
What maimer of men were they whom ye 
slew at Tabor? And they answered. As thou 
art, so were they; each one resembled the 
children of a king. And he said. They were 
my brethren, even the sons of my mother: as 
the Lord liveth, if ye had saved them alive, I 
would not slay you. And he said unto Jether 
his firstborn. Up, and slay them. But the 
youth drew not his sword: for he feared, be- 
cause he was yet a youth. Then Zebah and 
Zalmunna said. Rise thou, and fall upon us: 
for as the man is, so is his strength. And 
Gideon arose, and slew Zebah and Zalmunna, 
and took away the ornaments that were on 
their camels 9 necks. 

Gideon's Folly 

Then the men of Israel said unto Gideon, 
Rule thou over us, both thou, and thy son, 
and thy son’s son also : for thou hast delivered 
us from the hand of Midian. And Gideon 
said unto them, I will not rule over you, 
neither shall my son rule over you: the Lord 
shall rule over you. And Gideon said unto 
them, I would desire a request of you, that 
ye would give me every man the earrings of 
his prey. (For they had golden earrings, 
because they were Ishmaelites.) And they 
answered. We will willingly give them. And 
they spread a garment, and did cast therein 
every man the earrings of his prey. And the 
weight of the golden earrings that he re- 
quested was a thousand and seven hundred 
shekels of gold; beside ornaments, and col- 
lars, and purple raiment that was on the 
kings of Midian, and beside the chains that 
were about their camels’ necks. And Gideon 
made an ephod thereof, and put it in his city, 
even in Ophrah: and all Israel went thither 
a whoring after it: which thing became a 
snare unto Gideon, and to his house. Thus 


was Midian subdued before the children of 
Israel, so that they lifted up their heads no 
more. And the country was in quietness 
forty years in the days of Gideon. 

And Jerabbaal the son of Joash went and 
dwelt in his own house. And Gideon had 
threescore and ten sons of his body begotten: 
for he had many wives. And his concubine 
that was in Shechem, she also bare him a 
son, whose name he called Abimelech. 1 And 
Gideon the son of Joash died in a good old 
age, and was buried in the sepulchre of Joash 
his father, in Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites. 

And it came to pass, as soon as Gideon was 
dead, that the children of Israel turned again, 
and went a whoring after Baalim, and made 
Baal-berith their god. And the children of 
Israel remembered not the Lord their God, 
who had delivered them out of the hands of 
ail their enemies on every side: neither 
shewed they kindness to the house of Jerab- 
baal, namely, Gideon, according to all the 
goodness which he had shewed unto Israel. 

Gideon's Son 

And Abimelech the son of Jerabbaal went 
to Shechem unto his mother’s brethren, and 
communed with them, and with all the family 
of the house of his mother’s father, saying. 
Speak, I pray you, in the ears of all the men 
of Shechem, Whether is better for you, either 
that all the sons of Jerabbaal, which are three- 
score and ten persons, reign over you, or that 
one reign over you? remember also that I am 
your bone and your flesh. And his mother’s 
brethren spake of him in the ears of all the 
men of Shechem all these words: and their 
hearts inclined to follow Abimelech; for they 
said, He is our brother. And they gave him 
threescore and ten pieces of silver out of the 
house of Baal-berith, wherewith Abimelech 
hired vain and light persons, which followed 
him. And he went unto his father’s house at 
Ophrah, and slew his brethren the sons of 
Jerabbaal, being threescore and ten persons, 
upon one stone: notwithstanding yet Jotham 
the youngest son of Jerabbaal was left; for 
he hid himself. And all the men of Shechem 
gathered together, and all the house of Millo, 
and went, and made Abimelech king, by the 
plain of the pillar that was in Shechem. 


1 According to our reading of the story, Gideon’s foolishness did not consist in declining the kingship 
offered him, which is regarded by some as a later addition, but in making a sacred image of the Deity, 
which can be variously interpreted, and in taking a woman of Shechem into his house. She was a C anaani te, 
and her son tried to set up the Canaanitish rule. 



Joihanfs Parable 

And when they told it to Jotham* he went 
and stood in the top of mount Gerizim* and 
lifted up his voice* and cried* and said unto 
them* Hearken unto me* ye men of Shechem* 
that God may hearken unto you. The trees 
went forth on a time to anoint a king over 
them; and they said unto the olive tree* 
Reign thou over us. But the olive tree said 
unto them* Should I leave my fatness* where- 
with by me they honour God and man* and go 
to be promoted over the trees ? And the trees 
said to the fig tree* Come thou* and reign 
over us. But the fig tree said unto them* 
Should I forsake my sweetness* and my good 
fruit* and go to be promoted over the trees ? 
Then said the trees unto the vine* Come 
thou* and reign over us. And the vine said 
unto them* Should I leave my wine* which 
cheereth God and man* and go to be pro- 
moted over the trees ? Then said all the trees 
unto the bramble* Come thou* and reign over 
us. And the bramble said unto the trees* If 
in truth ye anoint me king over you* then 
come and put your trust in my shadow: and 
if not* let fire come out of the bramble* and 
devour the cedars of Lebanon. Now there- 
fore* if ye have done truly and sincerely* in 
that ye have made Abimelech king* and if ye 
have dealt well with Jerubbaal and his house* 
and have done unto him according to the de- 
serving of his hands; (for my father fought 
for you* and adventured his life far* and de- 
livered you out of the hand of Midian: and 
ye are risen up against my father’s house this 
day, and have slain his sons* threescore and 
ten persons* upon one stone* and have made 
Abimelech* the son of his maidservant* king 
over the men of Shechem* because he is your 
brother;) if ye then have dealt truly and sin- 
cerely with Jerubbaal and with his house this 
day, then rejoice ye in Abimelech, and let 
him also rejoice in you: but if not* let fire 
come out from Abimelech* and devour the 
men of Shechem* and the house of Millo ; and 
let fire come out from the men of Shechem* 
and from the house of Millo, and devour 
Abimelech. And Jotham ran away, and fled* 
and went to Beer* and dwelt there* for fear 
of Abimelech his brother. 

Revolt in Shechem 

When Abimelech had reigned three years 
over Israel, then God sent an evil spirit be- 
tween Abimelech and the men of Shechem; 
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and the men of Shechem dealt treacherously 
with Abimelech: that the cruelty done to the 
threescore and ten, sons of Jerubbaal might 
come* and their blood be laid upon Abim- 
elech their brother* which slew them; and 
upon the men of Shechem* which aided him 
in the killing of his brethren. And the men 
of Shechem set liers in wait for him in the 
top of the mountains* and they robbed all 
that came along that way by them: and it 
was told Abimelech. 

And Gaal the son of Ebed came with his 
brethren* and went over to Shechem: and 
the men of Shechem put their confidence in 
him. And they went out into the fields* and 
gathered their vineyards* and trode the grapes* 
and made merry* and went into the house of 
their god* and did eat and drink* and cursed 
Abimelech. And Gaal the son of Ebed said* 
Who is Abimelech* and who is Shechem* that 
we should serve him? is not he the son of 
Jerubbaal? and Zebul his officer? serve the 
men of Hamor the father of Shechem: for 
why should we serve him? And would to 
God this people were under my hand! then 
would I remove Abimelech. And he said to 
Abimelech* Increase thine army* and come 
out. 

And when Zebul the ruler of the city heard 
the words of Gaal the son of Ebed* his anger 
was kindled. And he sent messengers unto 
Abimelech privily* saying* Behold* Gaal the 
son of Ebed and his brethren be come to 
Shechem; and* behold* they fortify the city 
against thee. Now therefore up by night* 
thou and the people that is with thee* and lie 
in wait in the field : and it shall be* that in the 
morning* as soon as the sun is up* thou shait 
rise early* and set upon thecity: and* behold, 
when he and the people that is with him come 
out against thee* then mayest thou do to them 
as thou shait find occasion. 

And Abimelech rose up, and all the people 
that were with him* by night* and they laid 
wait against Shechem in four companies. 
And Gaal the son of Ebed went out* and 
stood in the entering of the gate of the city: 
and Abimelech rose up* and the people that 
were with him* from lying in wait. And when 
Gaal saw the people* he said to Zebul* Be- 
hold* there come people down from the top 
of the mountains. And Zebul said unto him* 
Thou seest the shadow of the mountains as 
if they were men. And Gaal spake again and 
said* See there come people down by the 
middle of the land* and another company 
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come along by the plain of Meonenim. Then 
said Zebul unto him, Where is now thy 
mouth, wherewith thou saidst, Who is Abim- 
elech, that we should serve him? is not this 
the people that thou hast despised? go out, 
I pray now, and light with them* And Gaal 
went out before the men of Shechem, and 
fought with Abimelech. And Abimelech 
chased him, and he lied before him, and 
many were overthrown and wounded, even 
unto the entering of the gate* 

Shechem Destroyed 

And Abimelech dwelt at Aramah: and 
Zebul thrust out Gaal and his brethren, that 
they should not dwell in Shechem* And it 
came to pass on the morrow, that the people 
went out into the field; and they told Abim- 
elech. And he took the people, and divided 
them into three companies, and laid wait in 
the field, and looked, and, behold, the people 
were come forth out of the city; and he rose 
up against them, and smote them. And Abim- 
elech, and the company that was with him, 
rushed forward, and stood in the entering of 
the gate of the city: and the two other com- 
panies ran upon all the people that were in 
the fields, and slew them. And Abimelech 
fought against the city all that day; and he 
took the city, and slew the people that was 
therein, and beat down the city, and sowed 
it with salt. 1 

Shechem’s Stronghold 

And when all the men of the tower of 
Shechem 2 heard that, they entered into an 
hold of the house of the god Berith. And 
it was told Abimelech, that all the men of the 
tower of Shechem were gathered together. 
And Abimelech gat him up to mount Zalmon, 
he and all the people that were with him ; and 
Abimelech took an axe in his hand, and cut 
down a bough from the trees, and took it, 
and laid it on his shoulder, and said unto 
the people that were with him. What ye have 
seen me do, make haste, and do as 1 have 
done. And all the people likewise cut down 
every man his bough, and followed Abim- 


elech, and put them to the hold, and set the 
hold on fire upon them; so that all the men 
of the tower of Shechem died also, about a 
thousand men and women. 

Death of Abimelech 

Then went Abimelech to Thebez, and en- 
camped against Thebez, and took it. But 
there was a strong tower within the city, and 
thither fled all the men and women, and all 
they of the city, and shut it to them, and gat 
them up to the top of the tower. And Abim- 
elech came unto the tower, and fought against 
it, and went hard unto the door of the tower 
to bum it with lire. And a certain woman 
cast a piece of a millstone upon Abimelech’s 
head, and all to brake his skull. Then he 
called hastily unto the young man his armour- 
bearer, and said unto him. Draw thy sword, 
and slay me, that men saynotof me, A woman 
slew him. And his young man thrust him 
through, and he died. And when the men 
of Israel 3 saw that Abimelech was dead, they 
departed every man unto his place. Thus 
God rendered the wickedness of Abimelech, 
which he did unto his father, in slaying his 
seventy brethren : and all the evil of the men 
of Shechem did God render upon their 
heads: and upon them came the curse of 
Jotham the son of Jerubbaal. 

Tola 

And after Abimelech there arose to defend 
Israel Tola the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, 
a man of Issachar; and he dwelt in Shamir 
in mount Ephraim. And he judged Israel 
twenty and three years, and died, and was 
buried in Shamir. 

Jair 

And after him arose Jair, a Gileadite, and 
judged Israel twenty and two years. And he 
had thirty sons that rode on thirty ass colts, 
and they had thirty cities, which are called 
Havoth-jair unto this day, which are in the 
land of Gilead. And Jair died, and was buried 
in Camon. 


1 Made it as barren as the desert; a figure of speech symbolizing perpetual desolation. 

2 Outside the city wall, and possibly some distance away. 

3 An important verse, because it shows that Abimelech's army included Israelites. The whole story of 
Abimelech is interesting as giving us a picture, in the account of Shechem, of the conditions of life among 
the people outside the tribes of Israel. 
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THE BATTLEFIELDS OF ISRAEL’S HOMELAND 

On the East the fighting was against the Ammonites and Midianites. On the West 
against the Canaanites and Philistines. But the map cannot show what the text 
makes clear; the war was not so much a conflict between rival peoples for the possession 
of the land as a life-and-death struggle between truth and falsehood for the cultural 
development of God’s people. * 
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JEPHTHAH’S HOME Judges 10 * 6—13, i 

Our feeling of revolt against this story arises from our sense of the rights and liberties 
of every member of a family to order Ms own life , It is the result of the Christian 
teaching that human personality is sacred, and ought not to be sacrificed to false, foolish, 
or selfish interests . In the days of the story the girls sacrifice was virtually forced upon 
her by the social outlook of the times, fust as nowadays many young people are compelled 
by economic conditions to make sacrifices which ought not to be required of them. There 
are homes to-day which have children as noble as Jephthah' s daughter, and parents as 
sorrowful as Jephthah' s father. 


1ND the children of Israel did evil again 

j\ in the sight of the Lord., and served 
j \ Baalim, and Ashtaroth, and the gods 
JL JL, of Syria, and the gods of Zidon, and 
the gods of Moab, and the gods of the chil- 
dren of Ammon, and the gods of the Philis- 
tines, and forsook the Lord, and served not 
him. And the anger of the Lord was hot 
against Israel, and he sold them into the 
hands of the Philistines, and into the hands 
of the children of Ammon. And that year 
they vexed and oppressed the children of 
Israel: eighteen years, all the children of 
Israel that were on the other side Jordan in 
the land of the Amorites, which is in Gilead. 
Moreover the children of Ammon passed 
over Jordan to fight also against Judah, and 
against Benjamin, and against the house of 
Ephraim; so that Israel was sore distressed. 

The Cry of Israel 

And the children of Israel cried unto the 
Lord, saying, We have sinned against thee, 
both because we have forsaken our God, and 
also served Baalim. And the Lord said unto 
the children of Israel, Did not I deliver you 
from the Egyptians, and from the Amorites, 
from the children of Ammon, and from the 
Ph i listines? The Zidonians also, and the 
Amalekites, and the Maonites, did oppress 
you; and ye cried to me, and I delivered you 
out of their hand. Yet ye have forsaken me, 
and served other gods: wherefore I will de- 
liver you no more. Go and cry unto the gods 
which ye have chosen; let them deliver you 
in the time of your tribulation. And the chil- 
dren of Israel said unto the Lord, We have 
sinned: do thou unto us whatsoever seemeth 
good unto thee ; deliver us only, we pray thee, 
this day. And they put away the strange gods 
from among them, and served the Lord: 
and his soul was grieved for the misery of 
Israel. 


Then the children of Ammon were gathered 
together, and encamped in Gilead. And the 
children of Israel assembled themselves to- 
gether, and encamped in Mizpeh. And the 
people and princes of Gilead said one to 
another, What man is he that will begin to 
fight against the children of Ammon ? he shall 
be head over all the inhabitants of Gilead. 

Jephthah, the Outcast 

Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty 
man of valour, and he was the son of an 
harlot: and Gilead begat Jephthah. And 
Gilead’s wife bare him sons; and Ms wife’s 
sons grew up, and they thrust out Jephthah, 
and said unto him, Thou shalt not inherit in 
our father’s house; for thou art the son of a 
strange woman. Then Jephthah fled from 
his brethren, and dwelt in the land of Tob: 
and there were gathered vain men to Jeph- 
thah, and went out with him. 

And it came to pass in process of time, that 
the children of Ammon made war against 
Israel. And it was so, that when the cMldren 
of Ammon made war against Israel, the 
elders of Gilead went to fetch Jephthah out 
of the land of Tob : and they said unto Jeph- 
thah, Come, and be our captain, that we may 
fight with the children of Ammon. And 
Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, Did 
not ye hate me, and expel me out of my 
father’s house? and why are ye come unto 
me now when ye are in distress? And the 
elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, There- 
fore we turn again to thee now, that thou 
mayest go with us, and fight against the 
children of Ammon, and be our head over 
all the inhabitants of Gilead. And Jephthah 
said unto the elders of Gilead, If ye bring 
me home again to fight against the children 
of Ammon, and the Lord deliver them be- 
fore me, shall I be your head ? And the elders 
of Gilead said unto Jephthah, The Lord be 
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witness between us, if we do not so according 
to thy words. Then Jephthah went with the 
elders of Gilead, and the people made him 
head and captain over them: and Jephthah 
uttered all his words before the Lord in 
Mizpeh. 

JephthaFs Messengers 

And Jephthah sent messengers unto the 
king of the children of Ammon, saying. What 
hast thou to do with me, that thou art come 
against me to fight in my land ? And the king 
of the children of Ammon answered unto the 
messengers of Jephthah, Because Israel took 
away my land, when they came up out of 
Egypt, from Arnon even unto Jabbok, and 
unto Jordan: now therefore restore those 
lands again peaceably. And Jephthah sent 
messengers again unto the king of the chil- 
dren of Ammon: and said unto him. Thus 
saith Jephthah, Israel took not away the land 
of Moab, nor the land of the children of Am- 
mon: but when Israel came up from Egypt, 
and walked through the wilderness unto 
the Red sea, and came to Kadesh; then 
Israel sent messengers unto the king ofEdom, 
saying. Let me, I pray thee, pass through thy 
land : but the king of Edom would not heark- 
en thereto. And in like manner they sent 
unto the king of Moab: but he would not 
consent: and Israel abode in Kadesh. Then 
they went along through the wilderness, and 
compassed the land of Edom, and the land 
of Moab, and came by the east side of the 
land of Moab, and pitched on the other side 
of Amon, but came not within the border of 
Moab : for Arnon was the border of Moab. 
And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king 
of the Amorites, the king of Heshbon; and 
Israel said unto him, Let us pass, we pray 
thee, through thy land into my place. But 
Sihon trusted not Israel to pass through his 
coast: but Sihon gathered all his people to- 
gether, and pitched in Jahaz, and fought 
against Israel. And the Lord God of Israel 
delivered Sihon and all his people into the 
hand of Israel, and they smote them: so 
Israel possessed all the land of the Amorites, 
the inhabitants of that country. And they 
possessed all the coasts of the Amorites, 
from Arnon even unto Jabbok, and from 
the wilderness even unto Jordan. So now the 
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Lord God of Israel hath dispossessed the 
Amorites from before his people Israel, and 
shouldest thou possess it? Wilt not thou 
possess that which Chemosh 1 thy god giveth 
thee to possess? So whomsoever the Lord 
our God shall drive out from before us, them 
will we possess. And now art thou any thing 
better than Balak the son of Zippor, king of 
Moab? did he ever strive against Israel, or 
did he ever fight against them, while Israel 
dwelt in Heshbon and her towns, and in 
Aroer and her towns, and in all the cities that 
be along by the coasts of Arnon, three hun- 
dred years ? why therefore did ye not recover 
them within that time? Wherefore I have 
not sinned against thee, but thou doest me 
wrong to war against me : the Lord the Judge 
be judge this day between the children of 
Israel and the children of Ammon. Howbeit 
the king of the children of Ammon hearkened 
not unto the words of Jephthah which he 
sent him. 

JephthaFs Vow 

Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
Jephthah, and he passed over Gilead, and 
Manasseh, and passed over Mizpeh of Gilead, 
and from Mizpeh of Gilead he passed over 
unto the children of Ammon. And Jephthah 
vowed a vow unto the Lord, and said. If 
thou shalt without fail deliver the children 
of Ammon into mine hands, then it shall be, 
that whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of 
my house to meet me, when I return in peace 
from the children of Ammon, shall surely be 
the Lord’s, and I will offer it up for a burnt 
offering. So Jephthah passed over unto the 
children of Ammon to fight against them; 
and the Lord delivered them into his hands. 
And he smote them from Aroer, even till 
thou come to Minnith, even twenty cities, 
and unto the plain of the vineyards, with a 
very great slaughter. Thus the children of 
Ammon were subdued before the children 
of Israel. 

JephthaFs Daughter 

And Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his 
house, and, behold, his daughter came out to 
meet him with timbrels and with dances : and 
she was his only child; beside her he had 


1 Chemosh was the god of the Moabites, yet the argument was addressed to the Ammonites. Milcom 
was the special god of the Ammonites. But since the Ammonites and the Moabites were of the same stock and 
possessed adjoining territory, there might be some very simple and natural reason for the reference here. 
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neither son nor daughter. And it came to 
pass, when he saw her, that he rent Ms clothes, 
and said, Alas,mydaughter!thouhast brought 

me very low, and thou art one of them that 
trouble me: for I have opened my mouth 
unto the Lord, and I cannot go back. And 
she said unto him, My father, if thou hast 
opened thy mouth unto the Lord, do to me 
according to that which hath proceeded out 
of thy mouth; forasmuch as the Lord hath 
taken vengeance for thee of thine enemies, 
even of the children of Ammon. And she 
said unto her father. Let this thing be done 
for me: let me alone two months, that I may 
go up and down upon the mountains, and 
bewail my virginity, I and my fellows. And 
he said. Go. And he sent her away for two 
months : and she went with her companions, 
and bewailed her virginity upon the moun- 
tains. And it came to pass at the end of two 
months, that she returned unto her father, 
who did with her according to his vow which 
he had vowed: and she knew no man. And 
it was a custom in Israel, that the daugh- 
ters of Israel went yearly to lament the 
daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four days 
in a year. 1 

Shibboleth 

And the men of Ephraim gathered them- 
selves together, and went northward, and said 
unto Jephthah, Wherefore passedst thou over 
to fight against the children of Ammon, and 
didst not call us to go with thee ? we will burn 
thine house upon thee with fire. And Jeph- 
thah said unto them, I and my people were 
at great strife with the children of Ammon; 
and when I called you, ye delivered me not 
out of their hands. And when I saw that ye 
delivered me not, I put my life in my hands, 
and passed over against the children of Am- 
mon, and the Lord delivered them into my 
hand: wherefore then are ye come up unto 
me this day, to fight against me? Then 
Jephthah gathered together all the men of 
Gilead, and fought with Ephraim: and the 
men of Gilead smote Ephraim, because they 
said. Ye Gileadites are fugitives of Ephraim 
among the Ephraimites, and among the 
Manassites. And the Gileadites took the 


passages of Jordan before the Ephraimites: 
and it was so, that when those Ephraimites 
which were escaped said. Let me go over; 
that the men of Gilead said unto him, Art 
thou an Ephraimite? If he said, Nay; then 
said they unto him. Say now Shibboleth: and 
he said Sibboleth: 2 for he could not frame 
to pronounce it right. Then they took him, 
and slew him at the passages of Jordan: and 
there fell at that time of the Ephraimites 
forty and two thousand. 

Death of Jephthah 

And Jephthah judged Israel six years. 
Then died Jephthah the Gileadite, and was 
buried in one of the cities of Gilead. 

Ibzan 

And after him Ibzan of Beth-lehem judged 
Israel. And he had thirty sons, and thirty 
daughters, whom he sent abroad, and took in 
thirty daughters from abroad for his sons. 
And he judged Israel seven years. Then died 
Ibzan, and was buried at Beth-lehem. 

Elm 

And after him Elon, a Zebulonite, judged 
Israel; and he judged Israel ten years. And 
Elon the Zebulonite died, and was buried in 
Aijalon in the country of Zebulun. 

Ahdon 

And after Mm Abdon the son of Hillel, a 
Pirathonite, judged Israel. And he had forty 
sons and thirty nephews, that rode on three- 
score and ten ass colts: and he judged Israel 
eight years. And Abdon the son of Hillel the 
Pirathonite died, and was buried in Pirathon 
in the land of Ephraim, in the mount of the 
Amalekites. 

Summary 

And the children of Israel did evil again in 
the sight of the Lord ; and the Lord delivered 
them into the hand of the Philistines forty 
years. 


^ x At one time the view was held that Jephthah’s vow meant nothing more than devoting his daughter to 
life-long virginity, but the weight of modem opinion is inclined to the offering of the girl as an altar sacrifice. 
To Jephthah it meant in either case the end of his house, having no child to carry on his name. To us the 
manner of the offering is immaterial to the pathos and meaning of the story. 

3 Either Shibboleth or Sibboleth. The word means *stre am > . 



SAMSON'S HOMES 


Judges 13, 2—16, 31 

lit the Jephihah story every member of the family circle has personal rights . In the 
Samson story every member has personal responsibilities and no amount of personal 
success or prowess in other fields is sufficient excuse for ignoring them . Samson was a 
remarkable man , as lovable , as bright and beamings and as fond of fun as he was 
strong and daring . But he was wild and uncontrolled . His father tried in vain to reason 
with him . His vow to God r , he had not strength to keep . At his birth his father sensed 
the problem, which every father feels, when he asked the angel. Who will train him? 
For homes and homelands need men who are morally as well as physically strong . 


1ND there was a certain man of Zorah, 
j\ of the family of the Danites, whose 
name was Manoah; and his wife 
JL X was barren, and bare not. And the 
angel of the Lord appeared unto the woman, 
and said unto her, Behold now, thou art 
barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt con- 
ceive, and bear a son. Now therefore be- 
ware, I pray thee, and drink not wine nor 
strong drink, and eat not any unclean thing: 
for, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; 
and no razor shall come on his head: for the 
child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the 
womb: and he shall begin to deliver Israel 
out of the hand of the Philistines. Then the 
woman came and told her husband, saying, 
A man of God came unto me, and his coun- 
tenance was like the countenance of an angel 
of God, very terrible: but I asked him not 
whence he was, neither told he me his name : 
but he said unto me. Behold, thou shalt con- 
ceive, and bear a son ; and now drink no wine 
nor strong drink, neither eat any unclean 
thing: for the child shall be a Nazarite to 
God from the womb to the day of his death. 

The Promised Son 

Then Manoah intreated the Lord, and 
said, O my Lord, let the man of God which 
thou didst send come again unto us, and 
teach us what we shall do unto the child that 
shall be bom. And God hearkened to the 
voice of Manoah; and the angel of God came 
again unto the woman as she sat in the field: 
but Manoah her husband was not with her. 
And the woman made haste, and ran, and 
shewed her husband, and said unto him, 
Behold, the man hath appeared unto me, 
that came unto me the other day. And 
Manoah arose, and went after his wife, and 
came to the man, and said unto him. Art 
thou the man that spakest unto the woman? 
And he said, I am. And Manoah said, Now 


let thy words come to pass. How shall we 
order the child, and how shall we do unto 
him? And the angel of the Lord said unto 
Manoah, Of all that I said unto the woman 
let her beware. She may not eat of any thing 
that cometh of the vine, neither let her drink 
wine or strong drink, nor eat any unclean 
thing: all that I commanded her let her 
observe. 

And Manoah said unto the angel of the 
Lord, I pray thee, let us detain thee, until 
we shall have made ready a kid for thee. And 
the angel of the Lord said unto Manoah, 
Though thou detain me, I will not eat of 
thy bread: and if thou wilt offer a burnt 
offering, thou must offer it unto the Lord. 
For Manoah knew not that he was an angel 
of the Lord. And Manoah said unto the 
angel of the Lord, What is thy name, that 
when thy sayings come to pass we may do 
thee honour? And the angel of the Lord 
said unto him. Why askest thou thus after 
my name, seeing it is secret? So Manoah 
took a kid with a meat offering, and offered 
it upon a rock unto the Lord : and the angel 
did wonderously; and Manoah and his wife 
looked on. For it came to pass, when the 
flame went up toward heaven from off the 
altar, that the angel of the Lord ascended in 
the flame of the altar. And Manoah and his 
wife looked on it, and fell on their faces to 
the ground. 

Birth of Samson 

But the angel of the Lord did no more 
appear to Manoah and to his wife. Then 
Manoah knew that he was an angel of the 
Lord. And Manoah said unto his wife. We 
shall surely die, because we have seen God. 
But his wife said unto him. If the Lord were 
pleased to kill us, he would not have received 
a burnt offering and a meat offering at our 
hands, neither would he have shewed us all 
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these things* nor would as at this time have out* then I will give you thirty sheets and 
told us such things as these. And the woman . thirty change of garments: but if ye cannot 
bare a son* and called his name Samson: and declare it me* then shall ye give me thirty 
the child grew* and the Lord blessed him. sheets and. thirty change of garments. And 
And the Spirit of the Lord began to move 1 they said unto him* Put forth thy riddle* that 
him at times in the camp of Dan between we may hear it. And he said unto them* 
Zorah and Eshtaol. Out of the eater came forth meat* 

And out of the strong came forth sweet- 
ness. 

Marriage Feast And.they could not in three days expound 

And Samson went down to Timnath* and the riddle, 
saw a woman in Timnath of the daughters And it came to pass on the seventh day* 
of the Philistines. And he came up* and told that they said unto Samson’s wife* Entice 
his father and his mother* and said* I have thy husband* that he may declare unto us 
seen a woman in Timnath of the daughters the riddle* lest we bum thee and thy father’s 
of the Philistines : now therefore get her for house with fire : have ye called us to take that 
me to wife. Then his father and his mother we have? is it not so? And Samson’s wife 
said unto him* Is there never a woman among wept before him* and said* Thou dost but 
the daughters of thy brethren* or among all hate me* and lovest me not: thou hast put 
my people* that thou goest to take a wife of forth a riddle unto the children of my people* 
the uncircumcised Philistines ? And Samson and hast not told it me. And he said unto her* 
said unto his father* Get her for me; for she Behold* I have not told it my father nor my 
pleaseth me well. But his father and his mother* and shall I tell it thee? And she 
mother knew not that it was of the Lord* wept before him the seven days* while their 
that he sought an occasion against the Phil- feast lasted: and it came to pass on the 
istines: for at that time the Philistines had seventh day* that he told her* because she 
dominion over Israel. lay sore upon him: and she told the riddle 

Then went Samson down, and his father to the children of her people. And the men 
and his mother, to Timnath* and came to the of the city said unto him on the seventh day 
vineyards of Timnath: and* behold* a young before the sun went down* What is sweeter 
lion roared against him. And the Spirit of than honey? and what is stronger than a 
the Lord came mightily upon him* and he lion? And he said unto them* 
rent him as he would have rent a kid* and If ye had not plowed with my heifer* 

he had nothing in his hand: but he told not Ye had not found out my riddle, 

his father or his mother what he had done. And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, 
And he went down* and talked with the and he went down to Ashkelon* and slew 
woman; and she pleased Samson well. And thirty men of them* and took their spoil* and 
after a time he returned to take her* and he gave change of garments unto them which 
turned aside to see the carcase of the lion: expounded the riddle. And his anger was 
and* behold* there was a swarm of bees and kindled* and he went up to his father’s house, 
honey in the carcase of the lion. And he took But Samson’s wife was given to his com- 
thereof in his hands* and went on eating* and panion* whom he had used as his friend, 
came to his father and mother* and he gave 

them, and they did eat: but he told not them „ . . , 

that he had taken the honey out of the car- toxes and Firebrands 
case of the lion. But it came to pass within a while after. 

So his father went down unto the woman : in the time of wheat harvest, that Samson 
and Samson made there a feast; for so used visited his wife with a kid; and he said* I will 
the young men to do. And it came to pass* go in to my wife into the chamber. But her 
when they saw him* that they brought thirty father would not suffer him to go in. And 
companions to be with him. And Samson her father said* I verily thought that thou 
said unto them* I will now put forth a riddle hadst utterly hated her; therefore I gave her 
unto you: if ye can certainly declare it me to thy companion: is not her younger sister 
within the seven days of the feast* and find it fairer than she ? take her* I pray thee* instead 

1 Behind the word is the picturesque figure of striking a cymbal, and so it would seem to the camp of Dan 
when they heard his merry, hearty laughter. 
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of her. And Samson said concerning them, 
f Now shall I be more blameless than the 

I Philistines, though I do them a displeasure. 

And Samson went and caught three hundred 
I foxes, and took firebrands, and turned tail 
to tail, and put a firebrand in the midst be- 
tween two tails. And when he had set the 
brands on fire, he let them go into the stand- 
ing corn of the Philistines, and burnt up both 
the shocks, and also the standing corn, with 
| the vineyards and olives. Then the Philis- 

f tines said. Who hath done this? And they 

f answered, Samson, the son in law of the 

i Timnite, because he had taken his wife, and 

' given her to his companion. And the Philis- 

tines came up, and burnt her and her father 
with fire. And Samson said unto them, 

: Though ye have done this, yet will I be 

avenged of you, and after that I will cease. 
And he smote them hip and thigh with a 
great slaughter : and he went down and dwelt 
in the top of the rock Etam. 

Jawbone of an Ass 

Then the Philistines went up, and pitched 
in Judah, and spread themselves in Lehi. 
And the men of Judah said. Why are ye 
I come up against us? And they answered, 
I To bind Samson are we come up, to do to 
him as he hath done to us. Then three 
thousand men of Judah went to the top of 
the rock Etam, and said to Samson, Knowest 
thou not that the Philistines are rulers over 
us ? what is this that thou hast done unto us ? 
i And he said unto them. As they did unto me, 
so have I done unto them. And they said 
unto him. We are come down to bind thee, 
that we may deliver thee into the hand of the 
Philistines, And Samson said unto them. 
Swear unto me, that ye will not fall upon me 
yourselves. And they spake unto him, say- 
ing, No; but we will bind thee fast, and 
deliver thee into their hand: but surely we 
will not kill thee. And they bound him with 
two new cords, and brought him up from 
the rock. 

And when he came unto Lehi, the Philis- 
tines shouted against him: and the Spirit of 
the Lord came mightily upon him, and the 
cords that were upon his arms became as 
flax that was burnt with fire, and his bands 
loosed from off his hands. And he found a 
new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his 
hand, and took it, and slew a thousand men 
therewith. And Samson said. 


JUDGES 16, 8 

With the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon 
heaps, 

With the jaw of an ass have I slain a thou- 
sand men. 

And it came to pass, when he had made an 
end of speaking, that he cast away the jaw- 
bone out of his hand, and called that place 
Ramath-lehi. And he was sore athirst, and 
called on the Lord, and said. Thou hast 
given this great deliverance into the hand 
of thy servant: and now shall I die for thirst, | 

and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised? \ 

But God clave an hollow place that was in j 

the jaw, and there came water thereout; and t 

when he had drunk, his spirit came again, 
and he revived : wherefore he called the Ij 

name thereof En-hakkore, which is in Lehi jj 

unto this day. And he judged Israel in the 
days of the Philistines twenty years. 

Gates of Gaza 

Then went Samson to Gaza, and saw there j 

an harlot, and went in unto her. And it was 
told the Gazites, saying, Samson is come 
hither. And they compassed him in, and 
laid wait for him all night in the gate of the 
city, and were quiet all the night, saying. In 
the morning, when it is day, we shall kill 
him. And Samson lay till midnight, and 
arose at midnight, and took the doors of the j 

gate of the city, and the two posts, and went 
away with them, bar and all, and put them 
upon his shoulders, and carried them up to 
the top of an hill that is before Hebron. 

Samson and Delilah 

And it came to pass afterward, that he 
loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose 
name was Delilah. And the lords of the 
Philistines came up unto her, and said unto 
her. Entice him, and see wherein his great j 

strength lieth, and by what means we may 
prevail against him, that we may bind him 
to afflict him: and we will give thee every | 

one of us eleven hundred pieces of silver. I 

And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I ;jj 

pray thee, wherein thy great strength lieth, 1 

and wherewith thou mightest be bound to | 

afflict thee. And Samson said unto her. If I 

they bind me with seven green withs that j 

were never dried, then shall I be weak, and j 

be as another man. Then the lords of the i 

Philistines brought up to her seven green J 

withs which had not been dried, and she i 
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bound Mm with them* Now there were men 
lying in wait, abiding with her in the cham- 
ber, And she said unto him, The Philistines 
be upon thee, Samson. And he brake the 
withs, as a thread of tow is broken when it 
toucheth the fire. So his strength was not 
known. 

Delilah 9 s Persuasion 

And Delilah said unto Samson, Behold, 
thou hast mocked me, and told me lies: 
now tell me, I pray thee, wherewith thou 
mightest be bound. And he said unto her, 
If they bind me fast with new ropes that 
never were occupied, then shall I be weak, 
and be as another man. Delilah therefore 
took new ropes, and bound him therewith, 
and said unto him. The Philistines be upon 
thee, Samson. And there were liers in wait 
abiding in the chamber. And he brake them 
from off his arms like a thread. 

And Delilah said unto Samson, Hitherto 
thou hast mocked me, and told me lies: tell 
me wherewith thou mightest be bound. And 
he said unto her. If thou weavest the seven 
locks of my head with the web. And she 
fastened it with the pin, and said unto him. 
The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And 
he awaked out of his sleep, and went away 
with the pin of the beam, and with the web. 

And she said unto him. How canst thou 
say, I love thee, when thine heart is not with 
me? thou hast mocked me these three times, 
and hast not told me wherein thy great 
strength lieth. And it came to pass, when 
she pressed him daily with her words, and 
urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto 
death; that he told her all his heart, and said 
unto her. There hath not come a razor upon 
mine head; for I have been a Nazarite 1 unto 
God from my mother’s womb : if I be shaven, 
then my strength will go from me, and I shall 
become weak, and be like any other man. 

And when Delilah saw that he had told 
her all his heart, she sent and called for the 


upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his 
sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times 
before, and shake myself. And he wist not 
that the Lord was departed from him. But 
the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, 
and brought him down to Gaza, and bound 
him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in 
the prison house. Howbeit the hair of his 
head began to grow again after he was shaven. 

Death of Samson 

Then the lords of the Philistines gathered 
them together for to offer a great sacrifice 
unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice: for 
they said. Our god hath delivered Samson 
our enemy into our hand. And when the 
people saw him, they praised their god: for 
they said. Our god hath delivered into our 
hands our enemy, and the destroyer of our 
country, which slew many of us. And it 
came to pass, when their hearts were merry, 
that they said. Call for Samson, that he may 
make us sport. And they called for Samson 
out of the prison house; and he made them 
sport: and they set him between the pillars. 
And Samson said unto the lad that held him 
by the hand. Suffer me that I may feel the 
pillars whereupon the house standeth, that I 
may lean upon them. Now the house was 
full of men and women; and all the lords of 
the Philistines were there; and there were 
upon the roof about three thousand men and 
women, that beheld while Samson made 
sport. 

And Samson called unto the Lord, and 
said, O Lord God, remember me, I pray 
thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only 
this once, O God, that I may be at once 
avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes. 
And Samson took hold of the two middle 
pillars upon which the house stood, and on 
which it was borne up, of the one with his 
right hand, and of the other with his left. 
And Samson said. Let me die with the Philis- 
tines. And he bowed himself with all his 


lords of the Philistines, saying. Come up this might; and the house fell upon the lords, and 
once, for he hath shewed me all his heart, upon all the people that were therein. So the 
Then the lords of the Philistines came up dead which he slew at his death were more 
unto her, and brought money in their hand, than they which he slew in Ms life. Then 
And she made him sleep upon her knees ; and his brethren and all the house of Ms father 
she called for a man, and she caused him to came down, and took Mm, and brought Mm 
shave off the seven locks of Ms head; and she up, and buried him between Zorah and 
began to afflict him, and Ms strength went Eshtaol in the buryingplace of Manoah Ms 
from him. And she said. The Philistines be father. And he judged Israel twenty years. 

1 The seven twisted locks which hung down over his shoulders were the mark of his consecration to God. 
Usually the vow was made for a certain length of time. When that terminated, the head was shaved. 
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THERE ARE NO HOMELANDS 

MAN’S INHUMANITY TO MAN HAS WRECKED THE DREAM 

JUDGES CHAPTERS 17, i— 21, 25 

These chapters, we are told. Must describe an earlier stage of Israel* s history . But is 
it a stage that is past? When we lift our eyes from the page do we look upon a different 
scene? Or, do we still see young people wandering from place to place seeking work , 
and whole families, in some countries even communities, trudging homeless along the 
road? Can we say there are in our midst no homes like those we see here, so lacking in 
homeliness that they can despise and persecute a brother in need? The details of the 
story may be ancient, but its feeling and spirit are true to life now . They are not peculiar 
to bygone days or primitive people . They cover the face of the land we falsely call a 
homeland . 


1ND there was a man of mount 

f\ Ephraim, whose name was Micah. 

/ \ ' And he said unto his mother, 
JL JsLThe eleven hundred shekels of 
silver that were taken from thee, about which 
thou cursedst, 1 and spakest of also in mine 
ears, behold, the silver is with me; I took it. 
And his mother said. Blessed be thou of the 
Lord, my son. And when he had restored 
the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his 
mother, his mother said, I had wholly dedi- 
cated the silver unto the Lord from my hand 
for my son, to make a graven image and a 
molten image: now therefore I will restore 
it unto thee. Yet he restored the money unto 
his mother; and his mother took two hun- 
dred shekels of silver, and gave them to the 
founder, who made thereof a graven image 
and a molten image: and they were in the 
house of Micah. And the man Micah had 
an house of gods, and made an ephod, and 
teraphim, and consecrated one of his sons, 
who became his priest. In those days there 
was no king in Israel, but every man did that 
which was right in his own eyes. 

And there was a young man out of Beth- 
lehem-judah of the family of Judah, who 
was a Levite, and he sojourned there. And 
the man departed out of the city from Beth- 
lehem-judah to sojourn where he could find 
a place: and he came to mount Ephraim to 
the house of Micah, as he journeyed. And 
Micah said unto him. Whence comest thou? 


And he said unto him, I am a Levite of Beth- 
lehem-judah, and I go to sojourn where I 
may find a place. And Micah said unto him, 
Dwell with me, and be unto me a father and 
a priest, and I will give thee ten shekels of 
silver by the year, and a suit of apparel, and 
thy victuals. So the Levite went in. And the 
Levite was content to dwell with the man; 
and the young man was unto him as one of 
his sons. And Micah consecrated the Levite ; 
and the young man became his priest, and 
was in the house of Micah. Then said Micah, 
Now know I that the Lord will do me good, 
seeing I have a Levite to my priest. 

Homeless People 

In those days there was no king in Israel: 
and in those days the tribe of the Danites 
sought them an inheritance to dwell in; for 
unto that day all their inheritance had not 
fallen unto them among the tribes of Israel. 
And the children of Dan sent of their family 
five men from their coasts, men of valour, 
from Zorah, and from Eshtaol, to spy out the 
land, and to search it; and they said unto 
them, Go, search the land: who when they 
came to mount Ephraim, to the house of 
Micah, they lodged there. When they were 
by the house of Micah, they knew the voice 
of the young man the Levite : and they turned 
in thither, and said unto him, Who brought 
thee hither? and what makest thou in this 
place ? and what hast thou here ? And he said 


1 Apparently the curse frightened him, and he confessed that he had stolen the money, whereupon his 
mother took 200 of the returned 1,100 shekels and had a sacred image made for what appears to have been a 
private chapel. It is difficult to understand what kind of worship the shrine represented if first Micah’s son 
and then a Levite officiated there. It seems to have been a strange home and household. 
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AFTER THREE THOUSAND YEARS THERE IS NOT A 


We pride ourselves on our advanced civilizations but our daily papers can match for 
inhumanity anything written here . Where houses are built , they are better than they 
have ever been^ but it takes more than bricks and mortar to make homes . There are 


unto them, Thus and thus dealeth MIcah 
with me 3 and hath hired me, and I am his 
priest. And they said unto him, Ask counsel, 
we pray thee, of God, that we may know 
whether our way which we go shall be pros- 
perous. And the priest said unto them. Go 
in peace: before the Lord is your way where- 
in ye go. 

Then the five men departed, and came to 
Laish, and saw the people that were therein, 
how they dwelt careless, after the manner of 
the Zidonians, quiet and secure; and there 
was no magistrate in the land, that might put 
them to shame in any thing; and they were 
far from the Zidonians, and had no business 
with any man. And they came unto their 
brethren to Zorah and Eshtaol: and their 
brethren said unto them. What say ye? And 
they said, Arise, that we may go up against 
them: for we have seen the land, and, behold, 
it is very good : and are ye still ? be not sloth- 
ful to go, and to enter to possess the land. 
When ye go, ye shall come unto a people 
secure, and to a large land : for God hath 
given it into your hands ; a place where there 
is no want of any thing that is in the earth. 

And there went from thence of the family 
of the Danites, out of Zorah and out of 


Eshtaol, six hundred men appointed with 
weapons of war. And they went up, and 
pitched in Kirjath-jearim, in Judah: where- 
fore they called that place Mahaneh-dan 
unto this day: behold, it is behind Kirjath- 
jearim. And they passed thence unto mount 
Ephraim, and came unto the house of Micah. 

A Distressed Home 

Then answered the five men that went to 
spy out the country of Laish, and said unto 
their brethren. Do ye know that there is in 
these houses an ephod, and teraphim, and a 
graven image, and a molten image? now 
therefore consider what ye have to do. And 
they turned thitherward, and came to the 
house of the young man the Levite, even 
unto the house of Micah, and saluted him. 
And the six hundred men appointed with 
their weapons of war, which were of the 
children of Dan, stood by the entering of 
the gate. And the five men that went to spy 
out the land went up, and came in thither, 
and took the graven image, and the ephod, 
and the teraphim, and the molten image: and 
the priest stood in the entering of the gate 
with the six hundred men that were appointed 
with weapons of war. And these went into 



HOMELAND WHERE THERE ARE NOT HOMELESS PEOPLE 


houses which are not homes. But the bitter tragedy of life to-day is that there are 
homemakers who cannot find anywhere in the world even a homeland for themselves 
and their families ^ much less a house they can call their home. 


Micah’s house,, and fetched the carved image, 
the ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten 
image. Then said the priest unto them, What 
do ye? And they said unto him. Hold thy 
peace, lay thine hand upon thy mouth, and 
go with us, and be to us a father and a priest : 
is it better for thee to be a priest unto the 
house of one man, or that thou be a priest 
unto a tribe and a family in Israel ? And the 
priest’s heart was glad, and he took the ephod, 
and the teraphim, and the graven image, and 
went in the midst of the people. 

So they turned and departed, and put the 
little ones and the cattle and the carriage be- 
fore them. And when they were a good way 
from the house of Micah, the men that were 
in the houses near to Micah’s house were 
gathered together, and overtook the children 
of Dan. And they cried unto the children of 
Dan, And they turned their faces, and said 
unto Micah, What aileth thee, that thou 
comest with such a company? And he said, 
Ye have taken away my gods which I made, 
and the priest, and ye are gone away: and 
what have I more? and what is this that ye 
say unto me. What aileth thee? And the 
children of Dan said unto him, Let not thy 
voice be heard among us, lest angry fellows 


run upon thee, and thou lose thy life, with 
the lives of thy household. And the children 
of Dan went their way: and when Micah saw 
that they were too strong for him, he turned 
and went back unto his house. 

Fighting for Homes 

And they took the things which Micah had 
made, and the priest which he had, and came 
unto Laish, unto a people that were at quiet 
and secure: and they smote them with the 
edge of the sword, and burnt the city with 
fire. And there was no deliverer, because it 
was far from Zidon, and they had no business 
with any man; and it was in the valley that 
lieth by Beth-rehob. And they built a city, 
and dwelt therein. And they called the name 
of the city Dan, after the name of Dan their 
father, who was born unto Israel: howbeit 
the name of the city was Laish at the first. 

And the children of Dan set up the graven 
image: and Jonathan, the son of Ger shorn, 
the son of Manasseh, he and his sons were 
priests to the tribe of Dan until the day of 
the captivity of the land. And they set them 
up Micah’s graven image, which he made, 
all the time that the house of God was in 
Shiloh. 
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HEARTLESS INHUMANITY Judges 1 9, i— 21, 25 

Let no one say it was the Canaanite , or any other enemy outside of Israel , that destroyed 
the dream of making the land into a homeland and a holy land . It was the people 
themselves who turned the Land of Promise into a land of sorrow and shame . Through- 
out the earth it is the same tale . The tragedies which afflict our land may not be like 
those which distressed Israel , but they are none the less terrible , and y as far as we can 
see $ arise from the same cause— heartless inhumanity , which ought never to be possible 
among people of the same flesh and blood . Must this state of things go on for ever? 
Can nothing be done to save our own generation from writing another page of tragic 
history? 


AND it came to pass in those days, when 
there was no king in Israel, that there was a 
certain Levite sojourning on the side of 
mount Ephraim, who took to him a con- 
cubine out of Beth-lehem-judah. And his 
concubine played the whore against him, and 
went away from him unto her father's house 
to Beth-lehenx- j udah, and was there four 
whole months. And her husband arose, and 
went after her, to speak friendly unto her, 
and to bring her again, having his servant 
with him, and a couple of asses: and she 
brought him into her father's house: and 
when the father of the damsel saw him, he 
rejoiced to meet him. And his father in law, 
the damsel's father, retained him; and he 
abode with him three days: so they did eat 
and drink, and lodged there. 

And it came to pass on the fourth day, 
when they arose early in the morning, that 
he rose up to depart: and the damsel's father 
said unto his son in law. Comfort thine heart 
with a morsel of bread, and afterward go 
your way. And they sat down, and did eat 
and drink both of them together: for the 
damsel's father had said unto the man. Be 
content, I pray thee, and tarry all night, and 
let thine heart be merry. And when the man 
rose up to depart, his father in law urged 
him: therefore he lodged there again. And 
he arose early in the morning on the fifth day 
to depart : and the damsel's father said. Com- 
fort thine heart, I pray thee. And they tar- 
ried until afternoon, and they did eat both 
of them. And when the man rose up to de- 
part, he, and his concubine, and his servant, 
his father in law, the damsel's father, said 
unto him, Behold, now the day draweth to- 
ward evening, I pray you tarry all night: 
behold, the day groweth to an end, lodge 
here, that thine heart may be merry; and to 
morrow get you early on your way, that thou 
mayest go home. 


But the man would not tarry that night, 
but he rose up and departed, and came over 
against Jebus, which is Jerusalem; and there 
were with him two asses saddled, his concu- 
bine also was with him. And when they were 
by Jebus, the day was far spent; and the serv- 
ant said unto his master. Come, I pray thee, 
and let us turn in into this city of the Jebu- 
sites, and lodge in it. And his master said 
unto him. We will not turn aside hither into 
the city of a stranger, that is not of the chil- 
dren of Israel; we will pass over to Gibeah. 
And he said unto his servant. Come, and let 
us draw near to one of these places to lodge 
all night, in Gibeah, or in Ramah. And they 
passed on and went their way; and the sun 
went down upon them when they were by 
Gibeah, which belongeth to Benjamin. And 
they turned aside thither, to go in and to 
lodge in Gibeah: and when he went in, he 
sat him down in a street of the city: for there 
was no man that took them into his house to 
lodging. 

And, behold, there came an old man from 
his work out of the field at even, which was 
also of mount Ephraim; and he sojourned in 
Gibeah: but the men of the place were Ben- 
jamites. And when he had lifted up his eyes, 
he saw a wayfaring man in the street of the 
city: and the old man said. Whither goest 
thou ? and whence comest thou ? And he said 
unto him. We are passing from Beth-lehem- 
judah toward the side of mount Ephraim; 
from thence am I : and I went to Beth-lehem- 
judah, but I am now going to the house of 
the Lord; and there is no man that receiveth 
me to house. Yet there is both straw and pro- 
vender for our asses; and there is bread and 
wine also for me, and for thy handmaid, and 
for the young man which is with thy servants : 
there is no want of any thing. And the old 
man said. Peace be with thee; howsoever let 
all thy wants lie upon me; only lodge not in 
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the street. So he brought him into his house, 
and gave provender unto the asses : and they 
washed their feet, and did eat and drink. 

Now as they were making their hearts 
merry, behold, the men of the city, certain 
sons of Belial, beset the house round about, 
and beat at the door, and spake to the master 
of the house, the old man, saying. Bring forth 
the man that came into thine house, that we 
may know him. And the man, the master of 
the house, went out unto them, and said unto 
them. Nay, my brethren, nay, I pray you, do 
not so wickedly; seeing that this man is come 
into mine house, do not this folly. Behold, 
here is my daughter a maiden, and his con- 
cubine; them I will bring out now, and 
humble ye them, and do with them what 
seemeth good unto you: but unto this man 
do not so vile a thing. But the men would 
not hearken to him: so the man took his con- 
cubine, and brought her forth unto them; 
and they knew her, and abused her all the 
night until the morning: and when the day 
began to spring, they let her go. Then came 
the woman in the dawning of the day, and 
fell down at the door of the man’s house 
where her lord was, till it was light. 

And her lord rose up in the morning, and 
opened the doors of the house, and went out 
to go Ms way: and, behold, the woman his 
concubine was fallen down at the door of the 
house, and her hands were upon the thresh- 
old. And he said unto her. Up, and let us be 
going. But none answered. Then the man 
took her up upon an ass, and the man rose 
up, and gat him unto his place. And when 
he was come into his house, he took a knife, 
and laid hold on his concubine, and divided 
her, together with her bones, into twelve 
pieces, and sent her into all the coasts of 
Israel. And it was so, that all that saw it said, 
There was no such deed done nor seen from 
the day that the children of Israel came up 
out of the land of Egypt unto this day: con- 
sider of it, take advice, and speak your minds. 

The Broken Brotherhood 

Then all the children of Israel went out, 
and the congregation was gathered together 
as one man, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, 
with the land of Gilead, unto the Lord in 
Mizpeh. And the chief of all the people, even 
of all the tribes of Israel, presented them- 
selves in the assembly of the people of God, 
four hundred thousand footmen that drew 
sword, (Now the children of Benjamin heard 


JUDGES 20, 18 

that the children of Israel were gone up to 
Mizpeh.) Then said the children of Israel, 
Tell us, how was this wickedness? And the 
Levite, the husband of the woman that was 
slain, answered and said, I came into Gibeah 
that belongeth to Benjamin, I and my concu- 
bine, to lodge. And the men of Gibeah rose 
against me, and beset the house round about 
upon me by night, and thought to have slain 
me : and my concubine have they forced, that 
she is dead. And I took my concubine, and 
cut her in pieces, and sent her throughout all 
the country of the inheritance of Israel: for 
they have committed lewdness and folly in 
Israel. Behold, ye are all children of Israel; 
give here your advice and counsel. 

And all the people arose as one man, saying. 
We will not any of us go to his tent, neither 
will we any of us turn into his house. But 
now this shall be the thing which we will do 
to Gibeah; we will go up by lot against it; 
and we will take ten men of an hundred 
throughout all the tribes of Israel, and an 
hundred of a thousand, and a thousand out 
of ten thousand, to fetch victual for the 
people, that they may do, when they come 
to Gibeah of Benjamin, according to all the 
folly that they have wrought in Israel. So all 
the men of Israel were gathered against the 
city, knit together as one man. 

And the tribes of Israel sent men through 
all the tribe of Benjamin, saying. What 
wickedness is this that is done among you? 
Now therefore deliver us the men, the chil- 
dren of Belial, which are in Gibeah, that we 
may put them to death, and put away evil 
from Israel. But the children of Benjamin 
would not hearken to the voice of their breth- 
ren the children of Israel: but the children of 
Benjamin gathered themselves together out 
of the cities unto Gibeah, to go out to battle 
against the children of Israel. And the chil- 
dren of Benjamin were numbered at that time 
out of the cities twenty and six thousand men 
that drew sword, beside the inhabitants of 
Gibeah, which were numbered seven hun- 
dred chosen men. Among all this people 
there were seven hundred chosen men left- 
handed; every one could sling stones at an 
hair breadth, and not miss. 

And the men of Israel, beside Benjamin, 
were numbered four hundred thousand men 
that drew sword: all these were men of war. 
And the children of Israel arose, and went 
up to the house of God, and asked counsel 
of God, and said. Which of us shall go up 
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JUDGES 20, 18 

first to the battle against the children of 
Benjamin? And the Lord said, Judah shall 
go up first. 

And the children of Israel rose up in the 
morning, and encamped against Gibeah. And 
the men of Israel went out to battle against 
Benjamin; and the men of Israel put them- 
selves in array to fight against them at Gibeah. 
And the children of Benjamin came forth 
out of Gibeah, and destroyed down to the 
ground of the Israelites that day twenty and 
two thousand men. And the people the men 
of Israel encouraged themselves, and set their 
battle again in array in the place where they 
put themselves in array the first day. (And 
the children of Israel went up and wept be- 
fore the Lord until even, and asked counsel of 
the Lord, saying. Shall I go up again to battle 
against the children of Benjamin my brother? 
And the Lord said. Go up against him.) 

And the children of Israel came near 
against the children of Benjamin the second 
day. And Benjamin went forth against them 
out of Gibeah the second day, and destroyed 
down to the ground of the children of Israel 
again eighteen thousand men; all these drew 
the sword. Then all the children of Israel, 
and all the people, went up, and came unto 
the house of God, and wept, and sat there 
before the Lord, and fasted that day until 
even, and offered burnt offerings and peace 
offerings before the Lord. And the children 
of Israel inquired of the Lord, (for the ark 
of the covenant of God was there in those 
days, and Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the 
son of Aaron, stood before it in those days,) 
saying. Shall I yet again go out to battle 
against the children of Benjamin my brother, 
or shall I cease? And the Lord said. Go up; 
for to morrow I will deliver them into thine 
hand. 

And Israel set liers in wait round about 
Gibeah. And the children of Israel went up 
against the children of Benjamin on the third 
day, and put themselves in array against 
Gibeah, as at other times. And the children 
of Benjamin went out against the people, and 
were drawn away from the city; and they 
began to smite of the people, and kill, as at 
other times, in the highways, of which one 
goeth up to the house of God, and the other 
to Gibeah in the field, about thirty men of 
Israel. And the children of Benjamin said. 
They are smitten down before us, as at the 
first. But the children of Israel said, Let us 
flee, and draw them from the city unto the 


highways. And all the men of Israel rose up 
out of their place, and put themselves in 
array at Baal-tamar; and the liers in wait of 
Israel came forth out of their places, even out 
of the meadows of Gibeah. And there came 
against Gibeah ten thousand chosen men out 
of all Israel, and the battle was sore : but they 
knew not that evil was near them. And the 
Lord smote Benjamin before Israel; and the 
children of Israel destroyed of the Benjamites 
that day twenty and five thousand and an 
hundred men: all these drew the sword. 

So the children of Benjamin saw that they 
were smitten: for the men of Israel gave 
place to the Benjamites, because they trusted 
unto the liers in wait which they had set 
beside Gibeah. And the liers in wait hasted, 
and rushed upon Gibeah; and the liers in 
wait drew themselves along, and smote all 
the city with the edge of the sword. Now 
there was an appointed sign between the men 
of Israel and the liers in wait, that they should 
make a great flame with smoke rise up out of 
the city. And when the men of Israel retired 
in the battle, Benjamin began to smite and 
kill of the men of Israel about thirty persons: 
for they said. Surely they are smitten down 
before us, as in the first battle. But when the 
flame began to arise up out of the city with a 
pillar of smoke, the Benjamites looked behind 
them, and, behold, the flame of the city 
ascended up to heaven. And when the men 
of Israel turned again, the men of Benjamin 
were amazed : for they saw that evil was come 
upon them. Therefore they turned their 
backs before the men of Israel unto the way 
of the wilderness; but the battle overtook 
them ; and them which came out of the cities 
they destroyed in the midst of them. Thus 
they inclosed the Benjamites round about, 
and chased them, and trode them down with 
ease over against GibeaJh toward the sun- 
rising. And there fell of Benjamin eighteen 
thousand men; all these were men of valour. 
And they turned and fled toward the wilder- 
ness unto the rock of Rimmon: and they 
gleaned of them in the highways five thou- 
sand men; and pursued hard after them unto 
Gidom, and slew two thousand men of them. 
So that all which fell that day of Benjamin 
were twenty and five thousand men that drew 
the sword; all these were men of valour. 
But six hundred men turned and fled to 
the wilderness unto the rock Rimmon, and 
abode in the rock Rimmon four months. 
And the men of Israel turned again upon 
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JUDGES 21* 25 


the children of Benjamin* and smote them 
with the edge of the sword* as well the men 
of every city* as the beast* and all that came 
to hand: also they set on fire all the cities 
that they came to. 

Empty Homes 

Now the men of Israel had sworn in Miz- 
peh* saying* There shall not any of us give 
his daughter unto Benjamin to wife. And 
the people came to the house of God* and 
abode there till even before God* and lifted 
up their voices* and wept sore; and said* O 
Lord God of Israel* why is this come to pass 
in Israel* that there should be to day one tribe 
lacking in Israel? And it came to pass on the 
morrow* that the people rose early* and built 
there an altar* and offered burnt offerings and 
peace offerings. And the children of Israel 
said* Who is there among all the tribes of 
Israel that came not up with the congregation 
unto the Lord? For they had made a great 
oath concerning him that came not up to the 
Lord to Mizpeh* saying* He shall surely be 
put to death. And the children of Israel re- 
pented them for Benjamin their brother* and 
said* There is one tribe cut off from Israel 
this day. How shall we do for wives for them 
that remain* seeing we have sworn by the 
Lord that we will not give them of our 
daughters to wives? 

And they said* What one is there of the 
tribes of Israel that came not up to Mizpeh 
to the Lord? And* behold* there came none 
to the camp from Jabesh-gilead to the as- 
sembly. For the people were numbered* and* 
behold* there were none of the inhabitants of 
Jabesh-gilead there. And the congregation 
sent thither twelve thousand men of the 
valiantest* and commanded them* saying, Go 
and smite the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead 
with the edge of the sword, with the women 
and the children. And this is the thing that 
ye shall do* Ye shall utterly destroy every 
male* and every woman that hath lain by 
man. And they found among the inhabitants 
of Jabesh-gilead four hundred young virgins* 
that had known no man by lying with any 
male: and they brought them unto the camp 
to Shiloh* which is in the land of Canaan. 


And the whole congregation sent some to 
speak to the children of Benjamin that were 
in the rock Rlmmon* and to call peaceably 
unto them. And Benjamin . came again at 
that time; and they gave them wives which 
they had saved alive of the women of Jabesh- 
gilead: and yet so they sufficed them not. 
And the people repented them for Benjamin* 
because that the Lord had made a breach in 
the tribes of Israel. 

Then the elders of the congregation said* 
How shall we do for wives for them that re- 
main* seeing the women are destroyed out of 
Benjamin? And they said, There must be an 
inheritance for them that be escaped of Ben- 
jamin* that a tribe be not destroyed out of 
Israel. Howbeit we may not give them wives 
of our daughters: for tide children of Israel 
have sworn* saying* Cursed be he that giveth 
a wife to Benjamin. Then they said* Behold* 
there is a feast of the Lord in Shiloh yearly 
in a place which is on the north side of Beth- 
el* on the east side of the highway that goeth 
up from Beth-el to Shechem* and on the 
south of Lebonah. Therefore they com- 
manded the children of Benjamin, saying* 
Go and lie in wait in the vineyards; and see* 
and* behold* if the daughters of Shiloh come 
out to dance in dances* then come ye out of 
the vineyards* and catch you every man his 
wife of the daughters of Shiloh* and go to the 
land of Benjamin. And it shall be* when 
their fathers or their brethren come unto us 
to complain* that we will say unto them* Be 
favourable unto them for our sakes: because 
we reserved not to each man his wife in the 
war: for ye did not give unto them at this 
time* that ye should be guilty. And the chil- 
dren of Benjamin did so* and took them 
wives* according to their number* of them 
that danced* whom they caught: and they 
went and returned unto their inheritance, 
and repaired the cities* and dwelt in them. 
And the children of Israel departed thence 
at that time* every man to his tribe and to 
his family* and they went out from thence 
every man to his inheritance. 

In those days there was no king in Israel: 
every man did that which was right in his 
own eyes. . 
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AN IDYLL THAT WILL NOT LET THE WORLD FORGET 
THE DREAM OF A HAPPY HOME AND HOMELAND 

With what a picture of homelessness and lawlessness the first stage of Israel's history 
draws to a close* but what a gleam of brightness this book puts into the darkening $ky m 
The day ends* the dream dies* but the light of a love-lit room shines like a star over the 
hills of Bethlehem . There is a home* if not a homeland* which is like a bit of heaven* 
for love is there* and in the family circle God abides . 

Once more the Divine Hand is laid upon womanhood to lead the wayward* wandering * 
warlike thoughts of men back to the home— that God-created centre of heavenly 
revelation . But with what wondering eyes* and amazement at the wideness of His love* 
do we see Him exalt into glory a woman who was not of Israel's race and blood* and 
make her a vital link in the chain of human ancestry which binds the World's Redeemer 
to all mankind. 


N OW it came to pass in the days 
when the judges ruled, that there 
was a famine in the land. And a 
certain man of Beth-lehem-judah 
went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, 
and Ms wife, and his two sons. And the name 
of the man was Elimelech, and the name of Ms 
wife Naomi, and the name of Ms two sons 
MaMon and Chilion, EphratMtes of Beth- 
lehem-judah. And they came into the country 
of Moab, and continued there. And Elime- 
lech Naomi’s husband died; and she was left, 
and her two sons. And they took them wives 
of the women of Moab ; the name of the one 
was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth: 
and they dwelled there about ten years. And 
MaMon and Chilion died also both of them; 
and the woman was left of her two sons and 
her husband. 

Then she arose with her daughters in law, 
that she might return from the country of 
Moab: for she had heard in the country 
of Moab how that the Lord had visited Ms 
people in giving them bread. Wherefore she 
went forth out of the place where she was, 
and her two daughters in law with her; and 
they went on the way to return unto the land 
of Judah. And Naomi said unto her two 
daughters in law. Go, return each to her 
mother’s house: the Lord deal kindly with 
you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with 
me. The Lord grant you that ye may find 
rest, each of you in the house of her husband. 


Then she kissed them; and they lifted up 
their voice, and wept. And they said unto 
her. Surely we will return with thee unto thy 
people. And Naomi said. Turn again, my 
daughters : why will ye go with me ? are there 
yet any more sons in my womb, that they 
may be your husbands? Turn again, my 
daughters, go your way; for I am too old to 
have an husband. If I should say, I have 
hope, if I should have an husband also to 
night, and should also bear sons; would ye 
tarry for them till they were grown? would 
ye stay for them from having husbands ? nay, 
my daughters; for it grieveth me much for 
your sakes that the hand of the Lord is gone 
out against me. And they lifted up their 
voice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed her 
mother in law; but Ruth clave unto her. 

And she said. Behold, thy sister in law is 
gone back unto her people, and unto her 
gods: return thou after thy sister in law. 
And Ruth said. Intreat me not to leave thee, 
or to return from following after thee: for 
wMther thou goest, I will go ; and where thou 
lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God: where thou 
diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: 
the Lord do so to me, and more also, if ought 
but death part thee and me. When she saw 
that she was stedfastly minded to go with 
her, then she left speaking unto her. 

So they two went until they came to Beth- 
lehem. And it came to pass, when they were 
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SOME HOMES MAKE US SURE OF HEAVEN 

They have caught the overflow of its spirit. To cross the threshold is to he where love 
is, where peace and joy abound, and where the simple goodness of human hearts inspires 
faith in God, though its rooms are as bare as a crofter’s cottage. 


come to Beth-lehem, that all the city was 
moved about them, and they said. Is this 
Naomi? And she said unto them. Call me 
not Naomi, call me Mara: for the Almighty 
hath dealt very bitterly with me. I went out 
full, and the Lord hath brought me home 
again empty: why then call ye me Naomi, 
seeing the Lord hath testified against me, 
and the Almighty hath afflicted me? So 
Naomi retrrned, and Ruth the Moabitess, 
her daughter In law, with her, which returned 
out of the country of Moab : and they came 
to Beth-lehem in the beginning of barley 
harvest. 

In the Daytime 

And Naomi had a kinsman of her hus- 
band’s, a mighty man of wealth, of the family 
of Elimelech; and his name was Boaz. And 
Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let 
me now go to the field, and glean ears of corn 
after him in whose sight I shall find grace. 
And she said unto her. Go, my daughter. 


And she went, and came, and gleaned in the 
field after the reapers : and her hap was to 
light on a part of the field belonging unto 
Boaz, who was of the kindred of Elimelech. 
And, behold, Boaz came from Beth-lehem, 
and said unto the reapers. The Lord be with 
you. And they answered him. The Lord 
bless thee. Then said Boaz unto his servant 
that was set over the reapers. Whose damsel 
is this ? And the servant that was set over the 
reapers answered and said. It is the Moabitish 
damsel that came back with Naomi out of the 
country of Moab : and she said, I pray you, 
let me glean and gather after the reapers 
among the sheaves : so she came, and hath 
continued even from the morning until now, 
that she tarried a little in the house. 

Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou 
not, my daughter ? Go not to glean in another 
field, neither go from hence, but abide here 
fast by my maidens: let thine eyes be on the 
field that they do reap, and go thou after 
them: have I not charged the young men 
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that they shall not touch thee? and when 
thou art athirst* go unto the vessels* and 
drink of that which the young men have 
drawn. Then she fell on her face* and 
bowed herself to the ground* and said unto 
him* Why have I found grace in thine eyes* 
that thou shouldest take knowledge of me* 
seeing I am a stranger? And Boaz answered 
and said unto her* It hath fully been 
shewed me* all that thou hast done unto thy 
mother in law since the death of thine hus- 
band: and how thou hast left thy father and 
thy mother* and the land of thy nativity* and 
art come unto a people which thou knewest 
not heretofore. The Lord recompense thy 
work* and a full reward be given thee of the 
Lord God of Israel* under whose wings thou 
art come to trust. Then she said* Let me find 
favour in thy sight* my lord; for that thou 
hast comforted me* and for that thou hast 
spoken friendly unto thine handmaid* though 
I be not like unto one of thine handmaidens. 

And Boaz said unto her* At mealtime come 
thou hither* and eat of the bread* and dip thy 
morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the 
reapers: and he reached her parched com* 
and she did eat* and was sufficed* and left. 
And when she was risen up to glean* Boaz 
commanded his young men* saying* Let her 
glean even among the sheaves* and reproach 
her not: and let fall also some of the handfuls 
of purpose for her* and leave them* that she 
may glean them* and rebuke her not. 

So she gleaned in the field until even* and 
beat out that she had gleaned: and it was 
about an ephah of barley. And she took it 
up, and went into the city: and her mother 
in law saw what she had gleaned: and she 
brought forth* and gave to her that she had 
reserved after she was sufficed. And her 
mother in law said unto her* Where hast 
thou gleaned to day? and where wroughtest 
thou? blessed be he that did take knowledge 
of thee. And she shewed her mother in law 
with whom she had wrought* and said* The 
man’s name with whom I wrought to day is 
Boaz. And Naomi said unto her daughter in 
law* Blessed be he of the Lord* who hath 
not left off his kindness to the living and to 
the dead. And Naomi said unto her* The 
inan is near of kin unto us* one of our nest 
kinsmen. And Ruth the Moabitess said* He 


said unto me also* Thou shalt keep fast by 
my young men* until they have ended all my 
harvest. And Naomi said unto Ruth her 
daughter in law* It is good* my daughter* 
that thou go out with his maidens* that they 
meet thee not in any other field. So she kept 
fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto the 
end of barley harvest and of wheat harvest; 
and dwelt with her mother in law. 

At Nightfall 

Then Naomi her mother in law said unto 
her* My daughter* shall I not seek rest for 
thee* that it may be well with thee? And 
now is not Boaz of our kindred * 1 with whose 
maidens thou wast? Behold* he winnoweth 
barley to night in the threshmgfloor. Wash 
thyself therefore* and anoint thee* and put 
thy raiment upon thee* and get thee down to 
the floor: but make not thyself known unto 
the man* until he shall have done eating and 
drinking. And it shall be* when he lieth 
down* that thou shalt mark the place where 
he shall lie* and thou shalt go in* and uncover 
his feet* and lay thee down; and he will tel! 
thee what thou shalt do. And she said unto 
her* All that thou sayest unto me I will do. 

And she went down unto the floor* and 
did according to all that her mother in law 
bade her. And when Boaz had eaten and 
drunk* and his heart was merry* he went to 
lie down at the end of the heap of com: and 
she came softly* and uncovered his feet* and 
laid her down. And it came to pass at mid- 
night* that the man was afraid* and turned 
himself: and, behold* a woman lay at his 
feet. And he said* Who art thou? And she 
answered* I am Ruth thine handmaid: spread 
therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for 
thou art a near kinsman. And he said* 
Blessed be thou of the Lord* my daughter: 
for thou hast shewed more kindness in the 
latter end than at the beginning* inasmuch 
as thou followedst not young men* whether 
poor or rich. And now* my daughter* fear 
not; I will do to thee all that thou requirest: 
for all the city of my people doth know that 
thou art a virtuous woman. And now it is 
true that I am thy near kinsman: howbeit 
there is a kinsman nearer than I. Tarry this 
night* and it shall be in the morning* that if 
he will perform unto thee the part of a kins- 


1 A kinsman played an important part in the family life of those days. If a man was slain it was the duty 
of the kinsman to avenge his blood. He also had to redeem the property of those who were related to him if 
it was in danger of passing from the family. In addition he was expected to keep alive the family name if a 
relative who was married had died without leaving a child. That is the situation we meet here. 



mai^ well; let him do the kinsman’s part: 
but if he will not do the part of a kinsman to 
thee, then will I do the part of a kinsman to 
thee* as the Lord liveth: lie down until the 
morning. 

And she lay at his feet until the morning: 
and she rose up before one could know an- 
other. And he said* Let it not be known that 
a woman came into the floor. Also he said* 
Bring the vail that thou hast upon thee* and 
hold it. And when she held it* he measured 
six measures of barley* and laid it on her : and 
she went into the city. And when she came 
to her mother in law* she said* Who art thou* 
my daughter? And she told her all that the 
man had done to her. And she said* These 
six measures of barley gave he me ; for he said 
to me* Go not empty unto thy mother in law. 
Then said she* Sit still* my daughter* until 
thou know how the matter will fall : for the 
man will not be in rest* until he have finished 
the thing this day. 

Famous in Bethlehem 

Then went Boaz up to the gate* and sat 
him down there: and* behold* the kinsman 
of whom Boaz spake came by; unto whom 
he said* Ho, such a one! turn aside* sit down 
here. And he turned aside* and sat down. 
And he took ten men of the elders of the city* 
and said* Sit ye down here. And they sat 
down. And he said unto the kinsman* Na- 
omi* that is come again out of the country of 
Moab, selleth a parcel of land* which was our 
brother Elimelech’s : and I thought to adver- 
tise thee, saying* Buy it before the inhabi- 
tants* and before the elders of my people. If 
thou wilt redeem it* redeem it: but if thou 
wilt not redeem it* then tell me* that I may 
know: for there is none to redeem it beside 
thee; and I am after thee. And he said* I will 
redeem it. Then said Boaz* What day thou 
buyest the field of the hand of Naomi* thou 
must buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess, the 
wife of the dead* to raise up the name of the 
dead upon his inheritance. And the kinsman 
said* I cannot redeem it for myself* lest I mar 
mine own inheritance ; redeem thou my right 
to thyself; for I cannot redeem it. 

Now this was the manner in former time 
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in Israel concerning redeeming and concern- 
ing changing* for to confirm all things ; a man 
plucked off his shoe* and gave it to his neigh- 
bour: and this was a testimony in Israel. 
Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz* Buy 
it for thee. So he drew off his shoe. And 
Boaz said unto the elders* and unto all the 
people* Ye are witnesses this day* that I have 
bought all that was Elimelech’s, and all that 
was Chilion’s and Mahlon’s* of the hand of 
Naomi. Moreover Ruth the Moabitess* the 
wife of Mahlon* have I purchased to be my 
wife* to raise up the name of the dead upon 
his inheritance* that the name of the dead be 
not cut off from among his brethren* and 
from the gate of his place : ye are witnesses 
this day. And all the people that were in the ; 
gate* and the elders* said, We are witnesses. 
The Lord make the woman that is come into 
thine house like Rachel and like Leah* which 
two did build the house of Israel: and do 
thou worthily in Ephratah* and be famous in 
Beth-lehem: and let thy house be like the 
house of Pharez* whom Tamar bare unto 
Judah* of the seed which the Lord shall give 
thee of this young woman. 

So Boaz took Ruth* and she was his wife: 
and when he went in unto her* the Lord 
gave her conception* and she bare a son. 
And the women said unto Naomi* Blessed 
be the Lord* which hath not left thee this 
day without a kinsman* that his name may 
be famous in Israel. And he shall be unto 
thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher 
of thine old age: for thy daughter in law* 
which loveth thee* which is better to thee 
than seven sons* hath born him. And Naomi 
took the child* and laid it in her bosom, and 
became nurse unto it. And the women her 
neighbours gave it a name* saying* There is 
a son born to Naomi; and they called his 
name Obed: he is the father of Jesse* the 
father of David. 

Now these are the generations of Pharez: 
Pharez begat Hezron* and Hezron begat 
Ram* and Ram begat Amminadab* and Am- 
minadab begat Nahshon* and Nahshon begat 
Salmon* and Salmon begat Boaz* and Boaz 
begat Obed* and Obed begat Jesse* and Jesse 
begat David. 
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THE HOLY CITY 

IN THE CITY OF REVELATION WE SEE 
THE REVELATION FOR ALL CITIES 

BOOKS OF THE BIBLE SAMUEL and KINGS 



THE CITY CHOSEN FOR THE DIVINE REVELATION 

It is with us to-day. Its walls have changed . Its first glory has passed. But there it 
stands — not a dream city, nor a dead city , but an actual city of the present world that 
can claim to speak of God with the voice of experience * For Jerusalem has known 
God as no other city has known Him . 
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UNTIL EVERY CITY OF THE WORLD 

When we sing * Build Jerusalem tn England* $ green and pleasant land* we think of 
London , not as it is hut as we should like it to he » For , to our minds , Jerusalem is much 
more the name of a heavenly city than an earthly metropolis; and we want London, 
Paris, Vienna , New York, in fact all the cities of the world, to he more like heaven 






HAS BECOME A CITY OF GOD 


than they are. This is what God was seeking to do in Jerusalem. But without the 
wholehearted co-operation of its citizens the dream could not be realized. To be a 
heavenly city , it must first of all be a holy city. The same holds true to-day . The 
supreme problem of every city lies not on its face but in its heart. 
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I. S A M U E L 

WHEN THE HOPE OF A HOLY LAND FADED THE 
DREAM OF THE HOLY CITY CAME INTO VIEW 

We come now to the second stage of the Sacred Story . The people of God had failed to 
make Canaan into a holy homeland. All that was left of the glorious dream of a Land 
of Promise was a home of promise, hut in that home the hope of a Holy City was born . 
To this day the City of David honours the name of the boy who looked from his 
home in Bethlehem and saw in the Jebusite stronghold an ideal situation for the City 
of God. 

But before David was born, and before the idea of building a city could be contem - 
plated, the thought was taking shape in the growth of a little town round the sanctuary 
at Shiloh. There, in the houses that clustered round the House of the Lord, we see the 
beginning of a change in the outlook of the people. If they cannot make the whole 
country holy and homelike, one spot shall have this character. So we see the rise of a 
little town with a famous church. And then, as the story proceeds, we are introduced 
to other little towns, each with a distinctive feature of its own, until in the end we have 
a group of towns, representative of those which are scattered about every country. 

We see some like them in our own district: little boroughs and market towns that have 
been familiar to us all our lives, but how different they seem when we look at them 
with the knowledge that there is a revelation in the Book of God for the little towns 
as well as for the big cities. Instantly they have a new significance . In the heavenly 
light the quiet streets and peaceful homes seem to possess a hallowed glory. The 
Lord of Heaven has not passed them by. 

A TOWN WITH A FAMOUS CHURCH i SAMUEL 1 , i— 4 , 22 

N OW there was a certain man of make her fret, because the Lord had shut up 
Ramathalm-zophim, of mount her womb. And as he did so year by year, 
Ephraim, and his name was Elka- when she went up to the house of the Lord, 
nail, the son of Jeroham, the son so she provoked her; therefore she wept, 
of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, and did not eat. Then said Elkanah her 
an Ephrathite: and he had two wives; the husband to her, Hannah, why weepest thou? 
name of the one was Hannah, and the name and why eatest thou not? and why is thy 
of the other Peninnah: and Peninnah had heart grieved? am not I better to thee than 
children, but Hannah had no children. And ten sons ? 
this man went up out of his city yearly to 
worship and to sacrifice unto the Lord of House of Prayer 

hosts in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, So Hannah rose up after they had eaten 
Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the in Shiloh, and after they had drunk. Now 
Lord, were there. And when the time was Eli the priest sat upon a seat by a post of the 
that Elkanah offered, he gave to Peninnah temple of the Lord. And she was in bitter- 
his wife, and to all her sons and her daugh- ness of soul, and prayed unto the Lord, and 
ters, portions: but unto Hannah he gave a wept sore. And she vowed a vow, and said, 
worthy portion; for he loved Hannah: but O Lord of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on 
the Lord had shut up her womb. And her the affliction of thine handmaid, and re- 
adversary also provoked her sore, for to member me, and not forget thine handmaid. 
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but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man 
child, then 1 will give him unto the Lord 
all the days of his life, and there shall no 
razor come upon his head. 

And it came to pass, as she continued 
praying before the Lord, that Eli marked 
her mouth. Now Hannah, she spake in her 
heart; only her lips moved, but her voice 
was not heard 1 : therefore Eli thought she had 
been drunken. And Eli said unto her. How 
long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy 
wine from thee. And Hannah answered and 
said, No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrow- 
fill spirit: I have drunk neither wine nor 
strong drink, but have poured out my soul 
before the Lord. Count not thine handmaid 
for a daughter of Belial: for out of the abun- 
dance of my complaint and grief have 1 
spoken hitherto. Then Eli answered and 
said, Go in peace: and the God of Israel 
grant thee thy petition that thou hast asked 
of him. And she said. Let thine handmaid 
find grace in thy sight. So the woman went 
her way, and did eat, and her countenance 
was no more sad. 

And they rose up in the morning early, 
and worshipped before the Lord, and re- 
turned, and came to their house to Ramah: 
and Elkanah knew Hannah his wife; and the 
Lord remembered her. Wherefore it came 
to pass, when the time was come about after 
Hannah had conceived, that she bare a son, 
and called his name Samuel, saying, Because 
I have asked him of the Lord. 

Thanksgiving 

And the msgi Elkanah, and all his house, 
went up to offer unto the Lord the yearly 
sacrifice, and his vow. But Hannah went 
not up ; for she said unto her husband, I will 
not go up until the child be weaned, and 
then I will bring him, that he may appear 
before the Lord, and there abide for ever. 
And Elkanah her husband said unto her. Do 
what seemeth thee good; tarry until thou 
have weaned him; only the Lord establish 
his word. So the woman abode, and gave 
her son suck until she weaned him. And 
when she had weaned him, she took him up 
with her, with three bullocks, and one ephah 
of flour, and a bottle of wine, and brought 


i SAMUEL 2, io 

him unto the house of the Lord in Shiloh: 
and the child was young. And they slew a 
bullock, and brought the child to Eli. And 
she said, Oh my lord, as thy soul liveth, my 
lord, I am the woman that stood by thee 
here, praying unto the Lord. For this child 
I prayed; and the Lord hath given me my 
petition which I asked of him: therefore also 
I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he 
liveth he shall be lent to the Lord. And he 
worshipped the Lord there. 

And Hannah prayed, and said, 

My heart rejoiceth in the Lord, 

Mine horn is exalted in the Lord: 

My mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; 
Because I rejoice in thy salvation. 

There is none holy as the Lord: 

For there is none -beside thee: 

Neither is there any rock like our God. 
Talk no more so exceeding proudly; 

Let not arrogancy come out of your 
mouth: 

For the Lord is a God of knowledge. 

And by him actions are weighed. 

The bows of the mighty men are broken, 
And they that stumbled are girded with 
strength. 

They that were full have hired out them- 
selves for bread; 

And they that were hungry ceased: 

So that the barren hath bom seven; 

And she that hath many children is waxed 
feeble. 

The Lord killeth, and maketh alive: 

He bringeth down to the grave, and bring- 
eth up. 

The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich: 
He bringeth low, and lifteth up. 

He raiseth up the poor out of the dust. 
And lifteth up the beggar from the dung- 
hill. 

To set them among princes. 

And to make them inherit the throne of 
glory: 

For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s, 
And he hath set the world upon them. 

He will keep the feet of his saints, 

And the wicked shall be silent in darkness; 
For by strength shall no man prevail. 

The adversaries of the Lord shall be 
broken to pieces; 


1 This is the first recorded instance of silent prayer. Hannah’s Song of Thanksgiving, which is the model 
of the Magnificat, the first Christian hymn, appears here as the first hymn of personal devotion. In it is the 
first reference to the Messiah— the Lord’s Anointed King. For this, and other reasons, it is regarded by 
some as a lyric of later days. H ann ah’s son, Samuel, is the first case of a child ministering in the Lord’s 
Sanctuary. 
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Out of heaven shall he thunder upon them : 

The Lord shall judge the ends of the 
earth; 

And he shall give strength unto his king. 

And exalt the horn of his anointed. 

And Elkanah went to Ramah to his house. 
And the child did minister unto the Lord 
before Eli the priest. 

State of the Church 

Now the sons of Eli were sons of Belial; 
they knew not the Lord. And the priests 9 
custom with the people was, that, when any 
man offered sacrifice, the priest’s servant 
came, while the flesh was in seething, with 
a fleshhook of three teeth in Ms hand; and 
he struck it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, 
or pot; all that the fleshhook brought up the 
priest took for himself. So they did in 
SMloh unto all the Israelites that came 
thither. Also before they burnt the fat, the 
priest’s servant came, and said to the man 
that sacrificed. Give flesh to roast for the 
priest; for he will not have sodden flesh 
of thee, but raw. And if any man said unto 
Mm, Let them not fail to burn the fat pre- 
sently, and then take as much as thy soul 
desireth; then he would answer him. Nay; 
but thou shalt give it me now: and if not, I 
will take it by force. Wherefore the sin of 
the young men was very great before the 
Lord : for men abhorred the offering of the 
Lord. 

But Samuel ministered before the Lord, 
being a child, girded with a linen ephod. 
Moreover his mother made him a little coat, 
and brought it to him from year to year, 
when she came up with her husband to offer 
the yearly sacrifice. And Eli blessed Elka- 
nah and his wife, and said, The Lord give 
thee seed of this woman for the loan which 
is lent to the Lord. And they went unto 
their own home. And the Lord visited 
Hannah, so that she conceived, and bare 
three sons and two daughters. And the child 
Samuel grew before the Lord, 

Now Eli was very old, and heard all that 
Ms sons did unto all Israel; and how they 
lay with the women that assembled at the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 
And he said unto them. Why do ye such 
things? for I hear of your evil dealings by 
all this people. Nay, my sons; for it is no 
good report that I hear: ye make the Lord’s 
people to transgress. If one man sin against 
another, the judge shall judge him: but if 


a man sin against the Lord, who shall intreat 
for him? Notwithstanding they hearkened 
not unto the voice of their father, because 
the Lord would slay them. And the child 
Samuel grew on, and was in favour both 
with the Lord, and also with men. 

And there came a man of God unto Eli, 
and said unto him. Thus saith the Lord, 
Did I plainly appear unto the house of thy 
father, when they were in Egypt in Pharaoh’s 
house ? And did I choose him out of all the 
tribes of Israel to be my priest, to offer upon 
mine altar, to burn incense, to wear an 
ephod before me? and did I give unto the 
house of thy father all the offerings made 
by fire of the cMldren of Israel? Wherefore 
kick ye at my sacrifice and at mine offering, 
wMch I have commanded in my habitation; 
and honourest thy sons above me, to make 
yourselves fat with the cMefest of all the 
offerings of Israel my people? Wherefore 
the Lord God of Israel saith, I said indeed 
that thy house, and the house of thy father, 
should walk before me for ever; but now the 
Lord saith, Be it far from me ; for them that 
honour me I will honour, and they that 
despise me shall be lightly esteemed. Behold, 
the days come, that I will cut off thine arm, 
and the arm of thy father’s house, that there 
shall not be an old man in thine house. And 
thou shalt see an enemy in my habitation, in 
all the wealth wMch God shall give Israel: 
and there shall not be an old man in thine 
house for ever. And the man of tMne, whom 
I shall not cut off from mine altar, shall be to 
consume thine eyes, and to grieve thine 
heart: and all the increase j|f thine house 
shall die in the flower of their age. And tMs 
shall be a sign unto thee, that shall come 
upon thy two sons, on Hophni and Phine- 
has ; in one day they shall die both of them. 
And I will raise me up a faithful priest, that 
shall do according to that wMch is in mine 
heart and in my mind: and I will build him 
a sure house; and he shall walk before mine 
anointed for ever. And it shall come to 
pass, that every one that is left in thine house 
shall come and crouch to him for a piece of 
silver and a morsel of bread, and shall say. 
Put me, I pray thee, into one of the priests* 
offices, that I may eat a piece of bread. 

Call of Samuel 

And the cMld Samuel ministered unto the 
Lord before Eli. And the word of the Lord 
was precious in those days; there was no 
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A LITTLE TOWN WITH A FAMOUS CHURCH 

There is on e not very far away . Perhaps from our door we can see its tower or steeple 
and the roofs of the houses that line its old-fashioned street . It has another name than 
Shiloh , but it is sister to this little town m the Scripture , and has a part to play in the 
working out of the purposes of God . 


open vision. And it came to pass at that 
time, when Eli was laid down in his place, 
and his eyes began to wax dim, that he could 
not see; and ere the lamp of God went out 
in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of 
God was, and Samuel was laid down to 
sleep; that the Lord called Samuel: and he 
answered. Here am I, And he ran unto Eli, 
and said. Here am I; for thou calledst me. 
And he said, I called not; lie down again. 
And he went and lay down. And the Lord 
called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose 
and went to Eli, and said. Here am I; for 
thou didst call me. And he answered, I 
called not, my son; lie down again. Now 
Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither 
was the word of the Lord yet revealed unto 
him. And the Lord called Samuel again the 
third time. And he arose and went to Eli, 
and said. Here am I; for thou didst call me. 
And Eli perceived that the Lord had called 
the child. Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, 
Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he call thee, 
that thou shalt say. Speak, Lord; for thy 
servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay 
down in his place. 

And the Lord came, and stood, and called 
as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then 
Samuel answered. Speak; for thy servant 
heareth. And the Lord said to Samuel, 
Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at which 
both the ears of every one that heareth it 
shall tingle. In that day I will perform 


against Eli all things which I have spoken 
concerning his house: when I begin, I will 
also make an end. For I have told Mm that 
I will judge Ms house for ever for the iniquity 
which he knoweth; because his sons made 
themselves vile, and he restrained them not. 
And therefore I have sworn unto the house 
of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall 
not be purged with sacrifice nor offering for 
ever. 

God’s Messenger 

And Samuel lay until the morning, and 
opened the doors of the house of the Lord. 
And Samuel feared to shew Eli the vision. 
Then Eli called Samuel, and said, Samuel, 
my son. And he answered. Here am I. And 
he said, What is the thing that the Lord hath 
said unto thee? I pray thee Mde it not from 
me: God do so to thee, and more also, if 
thou Mde any thing from me of all the things 
that he said unto thee. And Samuel told 
Mm every wMt, and Md notMng from him. 
And he said. It is the Lord : let him do what 
seemeth him good. 

And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with 
him, and did let none of Ms words fall to the 
ground. And all Israel from Dan even to 
Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was established 
to be a prophet of the Lord. And the Lord 
appeared again in Shiloh: for the Lord re- 
vealed himself to Samuel in SMloh by the 


i SAMUEL 3, 2i 

word of the Lord. And the word of Samuel 
came to all Israel. 

In Times of Danger 

Now Israel went out against the Philis- 
tines to battle, and pitched beside Eben-ezer: 
and the Philistines pitched in Aphek. And 
the Philistines put themselves in array against 
Israel: and when they joined battle, Israel 
was smitten before the Philistines: and they 
slew of the army in the field about four 
thousand men. And when the people were 
come into the camp, the elders of Israel said. 
Wherefore hath the Lord smitten us to day 
before the Philistines ? Let us fetch the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord out of Shiloh 
unto us, that, when it cometh among us, it 
may save us out of the hand of our enemies, 1 * * * 
So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might 
bring from thence the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth be- 
tween the cherubims: and the two sons of 
Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with 
the ark of the covenant of God. 

A Sacred Symbol 

And when the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord came into the camp, all Israel shouted 
with a great shout, so that the earth rang 
again. And when the Philistines heard the 
noise of the shout, they said. What meaneth 
the noise of this great shout in the camp of 
the Hebrews ? And they understood that the 
ark of the Lord was come into the camp. 
And the Philistines were afraid, for they 
said, God is come into the camp. And they 
said. Woe unto us I for there hath not been 
such a thing heretofore. Woe unto us! who 
shall deliver us out of the hand of these 
mighty Gods? these are the Gods that smote 
the Egyptians with all the plagues in the 
wilderness. Be strong, and quit yourselves 
like men, O ye Philistines, that ye be not 
servants unto the Hebrews, as they have 
been to you: quit yourselves like men, and 
fight. And the Philistines fought, and Israel 
was smitten, and they fled every man into 
his tent : and there was a very great slaughter; 
for there fell of Israel thirty thousand foot- 


men. And the ark of God was taken; and 
the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, 
were slain. 

An Empty Church 

And there ran a man of Benjamin out of 
the army, and came to Shiloh the same day 
with his clothes rent, and with earth upon 
Ms head. And when he came, lo, Eli sat 
upon a seat by the wayside watching: for 
Ms heart trembled for the ark of God. And 
when the man came into the city, and told it, 
all the city cried out. And when Eli heard 
the noise of the crying, he said. What mean- 
eth the noise of this tumult? And the man 
came in hastily, and told Eli. Now Eli was 
Mnety and eight years old; and his eyes were 
dim, that he could not see. And the man 
said unto Eli, I am he that came out of the 
army, and I fed to day out of the army. 
And he said. What is there done, my son? 
And the messenger answered and said, Israel 
is fled before the PMlistines, and there hath 
been also a great slaughter among the people, 
and thy two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, 
are dead, and the ark of God is taken. And 
it came to pass, when he made mention of 
the ark of God, that he fell from off the seat 
backward by the side of the gate, and Ms 
neck brake, and he died: for he was an old 
man, and heavy. And he had judged Israel 
forty years. 

Sorrowing People 

And Ms daughter in law, PMnehas 5 wife, 
was with child, near to be delivered: and 
when she heard the tidings that the ark of 
God was taken, and that her father in law 
and her husband were dead, she bowed her- 
self and travailed; for her pains came upon 
her. And about the time of her death the 
women that stood by her said unto her. Fear 
not; for thou hast born a son. But she 
answered not, neither did she regard it. And 
she named the child I-chabod, saying. The 
glory is departed from Israel: because the 
ark of God was taken, and because of her 
father in law and her husband. And she 
said. The glory is departed from Israel: for 
the ark of God is taken. 


1 Taking the Ark into the field of battle, with the idea that the presence of the sacred symbol will avert 
disaster, looks to us like superstition. It may not have seemed quite like this to the people of the time. But 
whatever view we take of this move there cannot be any doubt about the general state of religion at this 

stage, or the inference we are expected to draw from the story. The town, even the town with the Lord’s 

Sanctuary in it, was in danger because the life in it was corrupt. One other point is worth noting: the Divine 

Judgement is announced not by thunder and lightning, but by 'the still small voice* and that in the ear of a 

child (i Kings 19, 12). 
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TOWNS WITH PAGAN TEMPLES x Samuel 5, i— 7, 14 

It is not enough for a town to have a place of worship. Shiloh had the Tabernacle * 
Ashdod a temple to Dagon, but in neither place was there true religion » Ashdod wor- 
shipped a false God, Shiloh worshipped the true God falsely. 


AND the Philistines took the ark of God* 
and brought it from Eben-ezer unto Ashdod. 
When the Philistines took the ark of God* 
they brought it into the house of Dagon* and 
set it by Dagon. And when they of Ashdod 
arose early on the morrow* behold* Dagon 
was fallen upon his face to the earth before 
the ark of the Lord. And they took Dagon* 
and set him in his place again. And when 
they arose early on the morrow morning* 
behold* Dagon was fallen upon his face to 
the ground before the ark of the Lord; and 
the head of Dagon and both the palms of his 
hands were cut off upon the threshold; only 
the stump of Dagon was left to him. There- 
fore neither the priests of Dagon* nor any 
that come into Dagon’s house, tread on the 
threshold of Dagon in Ashdod unto this day. 

But the hand of the Lord was heavy upon 
them of Ashdod* and he destroyed them* and 
smote them with emerods* even Ashdod and 
the coasts thereof. And when the men of 
Ashdod saw that it was so* they said* The 
ark of the God of Israel shall not abide with 
us: for Ms hand is sore upon us* and upon 
Dagon our god. They sent therefore and 
gathered all the lords of the Philistines unto 
them* and said* What shall we do with the 
ark of the God of Israel ? And they answered* 
Let the ark of the God of Israel be carried 
about unto Gath. And they carried the ark 
of the God of Israel about thither. And it 
was so* that* after they had carried it about* 
the hand of the Lord was against the city 
with a very great destruction: and he smote 
the men of the city* both small and great* 
and they had emerods in their secret parts. 

Therefore they sent the ark of God to 
Ekron. 1 2 And it came to pass* as the ark of 
God came to Ekron* that the Ekronites cried 
out* saying* They have brought about the 
ark of the God of Israel to us* to slay us and 
our people. So they sent and gathered to- 
gether all the lords of* the Philistines* and 
said* Send away the ark of the God of Israel* 
and let it go again to Ms own place* that it 
slay us not* and our people: for there was a 


deadly destruction throughout all the city; 
the hand of God was very heavy there. And 
the men that died not were smitten with the 
emerods : and the cry of the city went up to 
heaven. 

And the ark of the Lord was in the country 
of the PMlistines seven months. And the 
PMlistines called for the priests and the 
diviners* saying* What shall we do to the ark 
of the Lord ? tell us wherewith we shall send 
it to Ms place. And they said, If ye send 
away the ark of the God of Israel* send it 
not empty; but in any wise return him a 
trespass offering: then ye shall be healed* 
and it shall be known to you why his hand 
is not removed from you. Then said they* 
What shall be the trespass offering wMch we 
shall return to him? They answered* Five 
golden emerods* 3 and five golden mice* ac- 
cording to the number of the lords of the 
Philistines: for one plague was on you all* 
and on your lords. Wherefore ye shall make 
images of your emerods* and images of your 
mice that mar the land; and ye shall give 
glory unto the God of Israel: peradventure 
he will lighten Ms hand from off you* and 
from off your gods* and from off your land. 
Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts* as 
the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their 
hearts? when he had wrought wonderfully 
among them* did they not let the people go* 
and they departed? Now therefore make a 
new cart* and take two milch kine* on which 
there hath come no yoke* and tie the kine 
to the cart* and bring their calves home from 
them: and take the ark of the Lord* and lay 
it upon the cart; and put the jewels of gold* 
wMch ye return him for a trespass offering* 
in a coffer by the side thereof; and send it 
away* that it may go. And see* if it goeth up 
by the way of Ms own coast to Beth-shemesh* 
then he hath done us this great evil: but if 
not* then we shall know that it is not his hand 
that smote us ; it was a chance that happened 
tons. 

And the men did so; and took two milch 
kine* and tied them to the cart* and shut up 


1 Why did they not send it back at once to Israel? Perhaps they were hoping to find a place in their own 
territory with a god which the God of the Ark would not resent. 

2 Tumours. An interesting example of a resort to magic to cure a contagious disease. 
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their calves at home: and they laid the ark of 
the. Lord upon the cart, and the coffer with 
the mice of gold and the images of their 
emerods. And the kine took the straight way 
to the way of Beth-shemesh, and went along 
the highway, lowing as they went, and turned 
not aside to the right hand or to the left; 
and the lords of the Philistines went after 
them unto the border of Beth-shemesh. And 
they of Beth-shemesh were reaping their 
wheat harvest in the valley: and they lifted 
up their eyes, and saw the ark, and rejoiced 
to see it. And the cart came into the field of 
Joshua, a Beth-shemite, and stood there, 
where there was a great stone: and they 
clave the wood of the cart, and offered the 
kine a burnt offering unto the Lord. And 
the Levites took down the ark of the Lord, 
and the coffer that was with it, wherein the 
jewels of gold were, and put them on the 
great stone: and the men of Beth-shemesh 
offered burnt offerings and sacrificed sacri- 
fices the same day unto the Lord. And 
when the five lords of the Philistines had 
seen it, they returned to Ekron the same day. 

And these are the golden emerods which 
the Philistines returned for a trespass offer- 
ing unto the Lord ; for Ashdod one, for Gaza 
one, for Askelon one, for Gath one, for 
Ekron one; and the golden mice, according 
to the number of all the cities of the Philis- 
tines belonging to the five lords, both of 
fenced cities, and of country villages, even 
unto the great stone of Abel, whereon they 
set down the ark of the Lord : which stone 
remained* unto this day in the field of 
Joshua, the Beth-shemite. 

God’s Homely Sanctuary 

And he smote the men of Beth-shemesh, 
because they had looked into the ark of the 
Lord, even he smote of the people fifty 
thousand and threescore and ten men: and 
the people lamented, because the Lord had 
smitten many of the people with a great 
slaughter. And the men of Beth-shemesh 
said, Who is able to stand before this holy 
Lord God? and to whom shall he go up 
from us? And they sent messengers to the 
inhabitants of Kirjath-jearim, saying. The 
Philistines have brought again the ark of 
the Lord; come ye down, and fetch it up to 
you. 

And the men of Kirjath-jearim came, and 
fetched up the ark of the Lord, and brought 


it into the house of Abinadab in the hill, and 
sanctified Eleazar his son to keep the ark of 
the Lord. And it came to pass, while the ark 
abode in Kirjath-jearim, that the time was 
long; for it was twenty years: and all the 
house of Israel lamented after the Lord. 

And Samuel spake unto all the house of 
Israel, saying. If ye do return unto the Lord 
with all your hearts, then put away the 
strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, 
and prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and 
serve him only: and he will deliver you out 
of the hand of the Philistines. Then the 
children of Israel did put away Baalim and 
Ashtaroth, and served the Lord only. 

And Samuel said. Gather all Israel to Miz- 
peh, and I will pray for you unto the Lord. 
And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and 
drew water, and poured it out before the 
Lord, and fasted on that day, and said there. 
We have sinned against the Lord. And 
Samuel judged the children of Israel in 
Mizpeh. And when the Philistines heard 
that the children of Israel were gathered 
together to Mizpeh, the lords of the Philis- 
tines went up against Israel. And when the 
children of Israel heard it, they were afraid of 
the Philistines. And the children of Israel 
said to Samuel, Cease not to cry unto the 
Lord out God for us, that he will save us 
out of the hand of the Philistines. And 
Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it 
for a burnt offering wholly unto the Lord: 
and Samuel cried unto the Lord for Israel; 
and the Lord heard him. And as Samuel 
was offering up the burnt offering, the Philis- 
tines drew near to battle against Israel: but 
the Lord thundered with a great thunder on 
that day upon the Philistines, and discom- 
fited them; and they were smitten before 
Israel. And the men of Israel went out of 
Mizpeh, and pursued the Philistines, and 
smote them, until they came under Beth-car. 

Then Samuel took a stone, and set it be- 
tween Mizpeh and Shen, and called the 
name of it Eben-ezer, saying. Hitherto hath 
the Lord helped us. So the Philistines were 
subdued, and they came no more into the 
coast of Israel: and the hand of the Lord 
was against the Philistines all the days of 
Samuel. And the cities which the Philistines 
had taken from Israel were restored to Israel, 
from Ekron even unto Gath; and the coasts 
thereof did Israel deliver out of the hands of 
the Philistines. And there was peace be- 
tween Israel and the Amorites. 



A TOWN WITH A FAMOUS SCHOOL 

AN INQUIRING MIND HEARS THE CALL OF GOD 


i SAMUEL CHAPTERS 7 , 15— 10 , 25 

Close by Ramah was the school of the prophets . It was not a school in out sense of 
the term, ; it was not primarily intended to educate young people t , but to band together 
those who had special gifts of religious vision and enthusiasm . Our universities had a 
similar origin / they were communities of inspired genius before they were training 
centres . So 5 allowing for the developments which time brings 9 our school and university 
towns draw us into the light of this revelation . 

J|ND Samuel judged Israel all the days And Samuel told all the words of the 
/I of Lis Efe* And he went from year Lord unto the people that asked of him a 

j\ to year in circuit to Beth-el, and Gil- king. And he said. This will be the manner 

JL JLgal, and Mizpeh, and judged Israel of the king that shall reign over you: He will I 

in all those places. And his return was to take your sons, and appoint them for him- i 

Ramah; for there was his house; and there self, for his chariots, and to be his horsemen; 

he judged Israel; and there he built an altar and some shall run before his chariots. And 

unto the Lord. he will appoint him captains over thousands. 

And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, and captains over fifties; and will set them 

that he made his sons judges over Israel, to ear his ground, and to reap his harvest, | 

Now the name of his firstborn was Joel; and and to make his instruments of war, and j 

the name of his second, Abiah: they were instruments of his chariots. And he will 

judges in Beer-sheba. And his sons walked take your daughters to be confectionaries, 

not in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and to be cooks, and to be bakers. And he 

and took bribes, and perverted judgment, will take your fields, and your vineyards, 

. and your oliveyards, even the best of them, 

A National Question and gi ve them to his servants. And he will 

Then all the elders of Israel gathered take the tenth of your seed, and of your 

themselves together, and came to Samuel vineyards, and give to his officers, and to his 

unto Ramah, and said unto him. Behold, servants. And he will take your menservants, 

thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy and your maidservants, and your goodliest 

ways: now make us a king to judge us like young men, and your asses, and put them 

all the nations . 1 But the thing displeased to his work. He will take the tenth of your 

Samuel, when they said. Give us a king to sheep: and ye shall be his servants. And ye 

judge us. And Samuel prayed unto the Lord, shall cry out in that day because of your king |j 

And the Lord said unto Samuel, Hearken which ye shall have chosen you; and the 

unto the voice of the people in all that they Lord will not hear you in that day, 

say unto thee: for they have not rejected Nevertheless the people refused to obey 
thee, but they have rejected me, that I should the voice of Samuel; and they said. Nay; but 
not reign over them. According to all the we will have a king over us; that we also may j 

works which they have done since the day be like all the nations; and that our king may 
that I brought them up out of Egypt even judge us, and go out before us, and fight our f 

unto this day, wherewith they have forsaken battles. And Samuel heard all the words of 
me, and served other gods, so do they also the people, and he rehearsed them in the ears 

unto thee. Now therefore hearken unto their of the Lord. And the Lord said to Samuel, 

voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly unto Hearken unto their voice, and make them a 
them, and shew them the manner of the king. And Samuel said unto the men of 
king that shall reign over them. Israel, Go ye every man unto his city. f 

1 The great question of the day was, whether Israel should have a king, like the other peoples. At first j 

it was not clear what the answer should be, seeing Israel looked upon God as their Sovereign Ruler. The 
narrative reflects different traditions. Perhaps it is a blending of two reports. However, in the end, kingship I 

was accepted as a divine appointment. 
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A! Personal Question 

Now there was a man of Benjamin* whose 
name was Kish* the son of Abie!* the son of 
Zeror* the son of Bechorath* the son of 
Aphiah* a Benjamite, a mighty man of power. 
And he had a son* whose name was Saul* a 
choice young man* and a goodly; and there 
was not among the children of Israel a 
goodlier person than he: from his shoulders 
and upward he was higher than any of the 
people. And the asses of Kish Saul’s father 
were lost. And Kish said to Saul his son* 
Take now one of the servants with thee* and 
arise* go seek the asses. And he passed 
through mount Ephraim* and passed through 
the land of Shalisha, but they found them 
not: then they passed through the land of 
Shalim, and there they were not: and he 
passed through the land of the Benjamites* 
but they found them not. And when they 
were come to the land of Zuph* Saul said 
to his servant that was with him* Come* and 
let us return; lest my father leave caring for 
the asses* and take thought for us. And he 
said unto him* Behold now* there is in this 
city a man of God* and he is an honourable 
man; all that he saith cometh surely to pass: 
now let us go thither; peradventure he can 
shew us our way that we should go. Then 
said Saul to his servant* But* behold* if we 
go, what shall we bring the man? for the 
bread is spent in our vessels* and there is not 
a present to bring to the man of God: what 
have we? And the servant answered Saul 
again* and said* Behold* I have here at hand 
the fourth part of a shekel of silver: that will 
I give to the man of God* to tell us our way. 
(Beforetime in Israel* when a man went to 
inquire of God* thus he spake* Come, and 
let us go to the seer : for he that is now called 
a Prophet was beforetime called a Seer.) 
Then said Saul to his servant* Well said; 
come* let us go. So they went unto the city 
where the man of God was. 

And as they went up the hill to the city* 
they found young maidens going out to draw 
water* and said unto them* Is the seer here? 
And they answered them* and said* He is; 
behold* he is before you: make haste now* 
for he came to day to the city; for there is 
a sacrifice of the people to day in the high 
place: as soon as ye be come into the city* 
ye shalj straightway find him* before he go up 
to the high place to eat: for the people will 


not eat until he come* because he doth bless 
the sacrifice; and afterwards they eat that 
be bidden. Now therefore get you up; for 
about this time ye shall find him. And they 
went up into the city: and when they were 
come into the city* behold* Samuel came out 
against them* for to go up to the high place. 

The Surprising Answer 

Now the Lord had told Samuel in his ear 
a day before Saul came* saying* To morrow 
about this time I will send thee a man out of 
the land of Benjamin* and thou shalt anoint 
him to be captain over my people Israel* that 
he may save my people out of the hand of the 
Philistines: for I have looked upon my 
people* because their cry is come unto me. 
And when Samuel saw Saul* the Lord said 
unto him* Behold the man whom I spake 
to thee of! this same shall reign over my 
people. Then Saul drew near to Samuel in 
the gate* and said* Tell me* I pray thee* 
where the seer’s house is. And Samuel 
answered Saul* and said* I am the seer: go 
up before me unto the high place; for ye shall 
eat with me to day* and to morrow I will let 
thee go* and will tell thee all that is in thine 
heart. 1 And as for thine asses that were lost 
three days ago* set not thy mind on them ; for 
they are found. And on whom is all the 
desire of Israel? Is it not on thee* and on all 
thy father’s house? And Saul answered and 
$aid* Am not I a Benjamite* of the smallest of 
the tribes of Israel? and my family the least 
of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? 
wherefore then speakest thou so to me? 

And Samuel took Saul and his servant* and 
brought them into the parlour* and made 
them sit in the chiefest place among them 
that were bidden* which were about thirty 
persons. And Samuel said unto the cook* 
Bring the portion which I gave thee* of which 
I said unto thee* Set it by thee. And the 
cook took up the shoulder* and that which 
was upon it* and set it before Saul. And 
Samuel said* Behold that which is left! set 
it before thee* and eat: for unto this time 
hath it been kept for thee since I said* I have 
invited the people. So Saul did eat with 
Samuel that day. 

And when they were come down from the 
high place into the city, Samuel communed 
with Saul upon the top of the house. And 
they arose early: and it came to pass about 
the spring of the day* that Samuel called 


And often men find a revelation from God awaiting them in the house of a friend (cf. Acts 9* 10-19). 
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A LITTLE TOWN WITH A FAMOUS INDUSTRY 

Our towns to-day 3 with few exceptions , are noted more for their industries than 
for their schools of thought But are we right in making the distinction? May not 
industry be a school of education? For revelation may come through work as well as 
in words . 


Saul to the top of the house, saying. Up, 
that I may send thee away. And Saul arose, 
and they went out both of them, he and 
Samuel, abroad. And as they were going 
down to the end of the city, Samuel said to 
Saul, Bid the servant pass on before us, (and 
he passed on,) but stand thou still a while, 
that I may shew thee the word of God. 

A Changed Man 

Then Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured 
it upon his head, and kissed him, and said, 
Is it not because the Lord hath anointed 
thee to be captain over his inheritance? 
When thou art departed from me to day, 
then thou shalt find two men by Rachel’s 
sepulchre in the border of Benjamin at Zel- 
zah; and they will say unto thee. The asses 
which thou wentest to seek are found : and, 
lo, thy father hath left the care of the asses, 
and sorroweth for you, saying, What shall I 
do for my son? Then shalt thou go on 
forward from thence, and thou shalt come 
to the plain of Tabor, and there shall meet 
thee three men going up to God to Beth-el, 
one carrying three kids, and another carry- 
ing three loaves of bread, and another carry- 
ing a bottle of wine : and they will salute thee, 
and give thee two loaves of bread; which 
thou shalt receive of their hands. After that 
thou shalt come to the hill of God, where is 


the garrison of the Philistines: and it shall 
come to pass, when thou art come thither to 
the city, that thou shalt meet a company of 
prophets coming down from the high place 
with a psaltery, and a tabret, and a pipe, and 
a harp, before them; and they shall pro- 
phesy: and the Spirit of the Lord will come 
upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy with 
them, and shalt be turned into another man. 
And let it be, when these signs are come unto 
thee, that thou do as occasion serve thee; for 
God is with thee. And thou shalt go down 
before me to Gilgai; and, behold, I will come 
down unto thee, to offer burnt offerings, and 
to sacrifice sacrifices of peace offerings : seven 
days shalt thou tarry, till I come to thee, and 
shew thee what thou shalt do. 

And it was so, that when he had turned 
his back to go from Samuel, God gave him 
another heart: and all those signs came to 
pass that day. And when they came thither 
to the hill, behold, a company of prophets 
met him; and the Spirit of God came upon 
him, and he prophesied 1 among them. And 
it came to pass, when all that knew him 
beforetime saw that, behold, he prophesied 
among the pr ophets, then the people said one 
to another, What is this that is come unto the 
son of Kish? Is Saul also among the pro- 
phets? And one of the same place answered 
and said. But who is their father? Therefore 
it became a proverb. Is Saul also among the 


1 Was in an abnormal state of mind; and behaving like a person ‘possessed’. 
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prophets? And when he had made an end 
of prophesying, he came to the high place. 
And SauPs uncle said unto him and to his 
servant. Whither went ye? And he said. To 
seek the asses: and when we saw that they 
were no where, we came to Samuel, And 
Saul’s uncle said. Tell me, 1 pray thee, what 
Samuel said unto you. And Saul said unto 
his imcle. He told us plainly that the asses 
were found. But of the matter of the king- 
dom, whereof Samuel spake, he told him not. 

Called to Leadership 
And Samuel called the people together 
unto the Lord to Mizpeh; and said unto the 
children of Israel, Thus saith the Lord God 
of Israel, I brought up Israel out of Egypt, 
and delivered you out of the hand of the 
Egyptians, and out of the hand of all king- 
doms, and of them that oppressed you: and 
ye have this day rejected your God, who 
himself saved you out of all your adversities 
and your tribulations; and ye have said unto 
him, Nay, but set a king over us. Now there- 


fore present yourselves before the’ Lord by 
your tribes, and by your thousands. And 
when Samuel had caused all the tribes of 
Israel to come near, the tribe of Benjamin 
was taken. When he had caused the tribe of 
Benjamin to come near by their families, the 
family of Matri was taken, and Saul the son 
of Kish was taken: and when they sought 
him, he could not be found. Therefore they 
inquired of the Lord further, if the man 
should yet come thither. And the Lord 
answered. Behold, he hath hid himself among 
the stuff. And they ran and fetched him 
thence : and when he stood among the people, 
he was higher than any of the people from 
his shoulders and upward. And Samuel said 
to all the people. See ye him whom the Lord 
hath chosen, that there is none like him 
among all the people? And all the people 
shouted, and said, God save the king. Then 
Samuel told the people the manner of the 
kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and laid it 
up before the Lord. And Samuel sent all 
the people away, every man to his house. 


A TOWN WITH A FAMOUS GARRISON 

THE CALL TO CHIVALRY IS THE VOICE OF GOD 


i SAMUEL 


CHAPTERS 10, 26 — 15, 35 


With Saul we are in a garrison town . We see his bodyguard ; we meet the warriors 
who have rallied to his standard and are ready , like their leader , to answer any 
call for help that may come to them a We know towns like it 5 and y though we hate war y 
we never tire of listening to those stories of heroism and chivalry which have made them 
famous . 


A ND Saul also went home to Gibeah; 
/\ and there went with him a band of 
/ A men, whose hearts God had touched. 
JL JLBut the children of Belial said. How 
shall this man save us? And they despised 
him, and brought him no presents. But he 
held his peace. 


Spirit of Chivalry 

Then Nahash the Ammonite came up, 
and encamped against Jabesh-gilead: and all 
the men of Jabesh said unto Nahash, Make a 
covenant with us, and we will serve thee. 
And Nahash the Ammonite answered them. 
On this condition will I make a covenant 
with you, that I may thrust out all your right 


eyes, and lay it for a reproach upon all Israel. 
And the elders of Jabesh said unto him. Give 
us seven days 9 respite, that we may send 
messengers unto all the coasts of Israel: and 
then, if there be no man to save us, we will 
come out to thee. 

Then came the messengers to Gibeah of 
Saul, and told the tidings in the ears of the 
people: and all the people lifted up their 
voices, and wept. And, behold, Saul came 
after the herd out of the field; and Saul said. 
What aileth the people that they weep ? And 
they told him the tidings of the men of 
Jabesh. 

And the Spirit of God came upon Saul 
when he heard those tidings, and his anger 



was kindled greatly. And he took a yoke of 
oxen* and hewed them in pieces, and sent 
them throughout all the coasts of Israel by 
the hands of messengers, saying. Whosoever 
cometh not forth after Saul and after Samuel, 
so shall it be done unto his oxen. And the 
fear of the Lord fell on the people, and they 
came out with one consent. And when he 
numbered them in Bezek, the children of 
Israel were three hundred thousand, and the 
men of Judah thirty thousand. And they 
said unto the messengers that came. Thus 
shall ye say unto the men of Jabesh-gilead, 
To morrow, by that time the sun be hot, ye 
shall have help. And the messengers came 
and shewed it to the men of Jabesh; and they 
were glad. Therefore the men of Jabesh 
said. To morrow we will come out unto you, 
and ye shall do with us all that seemeth good 
unto you. And it was so on the morrow, that 
Saul put the people in three companies; and 
they came into the midst of the host in the 
morning watch, and slew the Ammonites un- 
til the heat of the day: and it came to pass, 
that they which remained were scattered, so 
that two of them were not left together. 

A King's Pardon 

' And the people said unto Samuel, Who is 
he that said. Shall Saul reign over us? bring 
the men, that we may put them to death. 
And Said said. There shall not a man be put 
to death this day: for to day the Lord hath 
wrought salvation in Israel. Then said Sam- 
uel to the people. Come, and let us go to 
Gilgal, and renew the kingdom there. And 
all the people went to Gilgal; and there they 
made Saul king before the Lord in Gilgal; 
and there they sacrificed sacrifices of peace 
offerings before the Lord; and there Saul 
and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly. 

For God and the Right 

And Samuel said unto all Israel, Behold, 
I have hearkened unto your voice in all that 
ye said unto me, and have made a king over 
you. And now, behold, the king walketh 
before you: and I am old and grayheaded; 
and, behold, my sons are with you: and I 
have walked before you from my childhood 
unto this day. Behold, here I am: witness 
against me before the Lord, and before his 
anointed: whose ox have I taken? or whose 
ass have I taken ? or whom have I defrauded ? 
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whom have I oppressed? or of whose hand 
have I received any bribe to blind mine eyes 
therewith? and I will restore it you. And 
they said. Thou hast not defrauded us, nor 
oppressed us, neither hast thou taken ought 
of any man’s hand. And he said unto them. 
The Lord is witness against you, and his 
anointed is witness this day, that ye have 
not found ought in my hand. And they 
answered. He is witness. 

And Samuel said unto the people, It is 
the Lord that advanced Moses and Aaron, 
and that brought your fathers up out of the 
land of Egypt. Now therefore stand still, 
that I may reason with you before the Lord 
of all the righteous acts of the Lord, which 
he did to you and to your fathers. When 
Jacob was come into Egypt, and your fathers 
cried unto the Lord, then the Lord sent 
Moses and Aaron, which brought forth your 
fathers out of Egypt, and made them dwell 
in this place. And when they forgat the 
Lord their God, he sold them into the hand 
of Sisera, captain of the host of Hazor, and 
into the hand of the Philistines, and into the 
hand of the king of Moab, and they fought 
against them. And they cried unto the Lord, 
and said. We have sinned, because we have 
forsaken the Lord, and have served Baalim 
and Ashtaroth: but now deliver us out of the 
hand of our enemies, and we will serve thee. 
And the Lord sent Jerubbaal, and Bedan, 
and Jephthah, and Samuel, and delivered 
you out of the hand of your enemies on every 
side, and ye dwelled safe. And when ye saw 
that Nahash the king of the children of Am- 
mon came against you, ye said unto me, Nay; 
but a king shall reign over us: when the 
Lord your God was your king. Now there- 
fore behold the king whom ye have chosen, 
and whom ye have desired! and, behold, the 
Lord hath set a king over you. If ye will 
fear the Lord, and serve him, and obey his 
voice, and not rebel against the command- 
ment of the Lord, then shall both ye and 
also the king that reigneth over you con- 
tinue following the Lord your God: but if 
ye will not obey the voice of the Lord, but 
rebel against the commandment of the Lord, 
then shall the hand of the Lord be against 
you, as it was against your fathers. Now 
therefore stand and see this great thing, 
which the Lord will do before your eyes. 
Is it not wheat harvest to day? I will call 
unto the Lord, and he shall send thunder 
and rain; that ye may perceive and see that 
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your wickedness is great, which ye have done 
in the sight of the Lord, in asking you a king. 
So Samuel called unto the Lord; and the 
Lord sent thunder and rain that day: and 
all the people greatly feared the Lord and 
Samuel. 

And all the people said unto Samuel, Pray 
for thy servants unto the Lord thy God, 
that we die not: for we have added unto all 
our sins this evil, to ask us a king. And 
Samuel said unto the people. Fear not: ye 
have done all this wickedness: yet turn not 
aside from following the Lord, but serve 
the Lord with all your heart; and turn ye 
not aside: for then should ye go after vain 
things, which cannot profit nor deliver; for 
they are vain. For the Lord will not forsake 
his people for his great name’s sake: because 
it hath pleased the Lord to make you his 
people. Moreover as for me, God forbid that 
I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to 
pray for you: but I will teach you the good 
and the right way: only fear the Lord, and 
serve him in truth with all your heart: for 
consider how great things he hath done for 
you. But if ye shall still do wickedly, ye 
shall be consumed, both ye and your king. 

A Call to Arm 

Saul reigned one year; and when he had 
reigned two years over Israel, Saul chose 
Mm three thousand men of Israel; whereof 
two thousand were with Saul in Michmash 
and in mount Beth~el, and a thousand were 
with Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin: and 
the rest of the people he sent every man to 
Ms tent. And Jonathan smote the garrison 
of the PMlistines that was in Geba, and the 
Philistines heard of it. And Saul blew the 
trumpet throughout all the land, saying. 
Let the Hebrews hear. And all Israel heard 
say that Saul had smitten a garrison of the 
Philistines, and that Israel also was had in 


then the people did hide themselves in caves, 
and in thickets, and in rocks, and in high 
places, and in pits. And some of the He- 
brews went over Jordan to the land of Gad 
and Gilead. As for Saul, he was yet in 
Gilgal, and all the people followed him 
trembling. 

Saul Rebuked 

And he tarried seven days, according to 
the set time that Samuel had appointed: but 
Samuel came not to Gilgal; and the people 
were scattered from him. And Saul said. 
Bring hither a burnt offering to me, and 
peace offerings. 1 And he offered the burnt 
offering. And it came to pass, that as soon 
as he had made an end of offering the burnt 
offering, behold, Samuel came; and Saul 
went out to meet him, that he might salute 
him. And Samuel said. What hast thou 
done? And Saul said. Because I saw that 
the people were scattered from me, and that 
thou earnest not within the days appointed, 
and that the Philistines gathered themselves 
together at Michmash; therefore said I, The 
PMlistines will come down now upon me to 
Gilgal, and I have not made supplication 
unto the Lord: I forced myself therefore, 
and offered a burnt offering. And Samuel 
said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly: thou 
hast not kept the commandment of the Lord 
thy God, which he commanded thee: for 
now would the Lord have established thy 
kingdom upon Israel for ever. But now thy 
kingdom shall not continue: the Lord hath 
sought him a man after Ms own heart, and 
the Lord hath commanded him to be captain 
over Ms people, because thou hast not kept 
that which the Lord commanded thee. 

A Day of Battle 


abomination with the Philistines. And the And Samuel arose, and gat him up from 
people were called together after Saul to Gilgal unto Gibeah of Benjamin. And Saul 
Gilgal. numbered the people that were present with 

And the PMlistines gathered themselves him, about six hundred men. And Saul, and 
together to fight with Israel, thirty thousand Jonathan his son, and the people that were 
chariots, and six thousand horsemen, and present with them, abode in Gibeah of 
people as the sand wMch is on the sea shore Benjamin: but the Philistines encamped in 
in multitude : and they came up, and pitched Michmash. And the spoilers came out of the 
in Michmash, eastward from Beth-aven. camp of the Philistines in three companies: 
When the men of Israel saw that they were one company turned unto the way that lead- 
in a strait, (for the people were distressed,) eth to Ophrah, unto the land of Shual: and 

1 He would take things into his own hands. Was he not king? Why should a king be kept waiting? See 
footnote on opposite page for another exhibition of the same temper. 
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another company turned the way to Beth- 
horon: and another company turned to the 
way of the border that looketh to the valley 
of Zeboim toward the wilderness. 

Now there was no smith found through- 
out all the land of Israel; for the Philistines 
said, Lest the Hebrews make them swords or 
spears; but all the Israelites went down to 
the Philistines, to sharpen every man Ms 
share, and Ms coulter, and Ms axe, and Ms 
mattock. Yet they had a file for the mattocks, 
and for the coulters, and for the forks, and 
for the axes, and to sharpen the goads. So it 
came to pass in the day of battle, that there 
was neither sword nor spear found in the 
hand of any of the people that were with 
Saul and Jonathan; but with Saul and with 
Jonathan his son was there found. And the 
garrison of the PMlistines went out to the 
passage of Michmash. 

Jonathan’s Exploit 

Now it came to pass upon a day, that Jona- 
than the son of Saul said unto the young 
man that bare his armour. Come, and let us 
go over to the PMlistines* garrison, that is on 
the other side. But he told not Ms father. 
And Saul tarried in the uttermost part of 
Gibeah under a pomegranate tree wMch is 
in Migron: and the people that were with 
Mm were about six hundred men ; and AMah, 
the son of Aliitub, I-chabod’s brother, the 
son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the Lord’s 
priest in SMloh, wearing an ephod. And the 
people knew not that Jonathan was gone. 
And between the passages, by which Jona- 
than sought to go over unto die Philistines’ 
garrison, there was a sharp rock on the one 
side, and a sharp rock on the other side: and 
the name of the one was Bozez, and the 
name of the other Seneh. The forefront of 
the one was situate northward over against 
Michmash, and the other southward over 
against Gibeah. 

And Jonathan said to the young man that 
bare Ms armour. Gome, and let us go over 
unto the garrison of these uncircumcised: it 
may be that the Lord will work for us; for 
there is no restraint to the Lord to save by 
many or by few. And Ms armourbearer said 
unto him. Do all that is in thine heart; turn 
thee; behold, I am with thee according to 
thy heart. Then said Jonathan, Behold, we 
will pass over unto these men, and we will 
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discover ourselves unto them. If they say 
thus unto us. Tarry until we come to you; 
then we will stand still in our place, and will 
not go up unto them. But if they say thus. 
Come up unto us; then we will go up: for 
the Lord hath delivered them into our hand: 
and this shall be a sign unto us. And both 
of them discovered themselves unto the 
garrison of the Philistines : and the Philis- 
tines said. Behold, the Hebrews come forth 
out of the holes where they had Md them- 
selves. And the men of the garrison answered 
Jonathan and Ms armourbearer, and said. 
Come up to us, and we will shew you a thing. 
And Jonathan said unto his armourbearer. 
Come up after me: for the Lord hath de- 
livered them into the hand of Israel. And' 
Jonathan climbed up upon his hands and 
upon Ms feet, and Ms armourbearer after 
him: and they fell before Jonathan; and Ms 
armourbearer slew after him. And that first 
slaughter, wMch Jonathan and Ms armour- 
bearer made, was about twenty men, within 
as it were an half acre of land, which a yoke 
of oxen might plow. And there was trem- 
bling in the host, in the field, and among all 
the people: the garrison, and the spoilers, 
they also trembled, and the earth quaked : so 
it was a very great trembling. And the watch- 
men of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked; 
and, behold, the multitude melted away, 
and they went on beating down one another. 

Flight of the Philistines 
Then said Saul unto the people that were 
with Mm, Number now, and see who is gone 
from us. And when they had numbered, 
behold, Jonathan and Ms armourbearer were 
not there. And Saul said unto Ahiah, Bring 
Mther the ark 5 of God. For the ark of God 
was at that time with the children of Israel. 
And it came to pass, wMle Saul talked unto 
the priest, that the noise that was in the host 
of the PMlistines went on and increased; and 
Saul said unto the priest, Withdraw thine 
hand. And Saul and all the people that were 
with him assembled themselves, and they 
came to the battle: and, behold, every man’s 
sword was against Ms fellow, and there was 
a very great discomfiture. Moreover the 
Hebrews that were with the Philistines be- 
fore that time, wMch went up with them 
into the camp from the country round 
about, even they also turned to be with the 


1 R.V. marg. reads ‘ephod* — an apparatus used by the priest for divining the will of God. But apparently 
the king, hearing the sound of battle, decided not to wait for the answer. 
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A LITTLE TOWN WITH A FAMOUS GARRISON 

All these little towns have an old-world air. We are passings let us hope, to the making 
of little towns that will be famous, in the days to come, for their gardens of peace. Still, 
we must honour in many places these ancient strongholds which mark the stages of our 
progress. 


Israelites that were with Saul and Jonathan. 
Likewise all the men of Israel which had hid 
themselves in mount Ephraim, when they 
heard that the Philistines fled, even they 
also followed hard after them in the battle. 
So the Lord saved Israel that day: and the 
battle passed over unto Beth-aven. 

The Strain of Battle 

And the men of Israel were distressed that 
day: for Saul had adjured the people, saying, 
Cursed be the man that eateth any food until 
evening, that I may be avenged on mine 
enemies. So none of the people tasted any 
food. And all they of the land came to a 
wood; and there was honey upon the ground. 
And when the people were come into the 
wood, behold, the honey dropped; but no 
man put his hand to his mouth: for the 
people feared the oath. But Jonathan heard 
not when his father charged the people with 
the oath: wherefore he put forth the end of 
the rod that was in his hand, and dipped it 
in an honeycomb, and put his hand to his 
mouth; and his eyes were enlightened. Then 
answered one of the peopie, and said. Thy 
father straitly charged the people with an 
oath, 1 saying. Cursed be the man that eateth 
any food tins day. And the people were 
faint. Then said Jonathan, My father hath 
troubled the land: see, I pray you, how mine 


eyes have been enlightened, because I tasted 
a little of this honey. How much more, if 
haply the people had eaten freely to day of 
the spoil of their enemies which they found? 
for had there not been now a much greater 
slaughter among the Philistines? 

And they smote the Philistines that day 
from Michmash to Aijaion: and the people 
were very faint. And the people flew upon 
the spoil, and took sheep, and oxen, and 
calves, and slew them on the ground : and 
the people did eat them with the blood. 
Then they told Saul, saying, Behold, the 
people sin against the Lord, in that they 
eat with the blood. And he said. Ye have 
transgressed: roll a great stone unto me this 
day. And Saul said. Disperse yourselves 
among the people, and say unto them. Bring 
me hither every man his ox, and every man 
his sheep, and slay them here, and eat; and 
sin not against the Lord in eating with the 
blood. And all the people brought every 
man his ox with him that night, and slew 
them there. And Saul built an altar unto the 
Lord: the same was the first altar that he 
built unto the Lord. 

Jonathan Rescued 

And Saul said. Let us go down after the 
Philistines by night, and spoil them until the 
morning light, and let us not leave a man of 


nrlS ng th ! pe °?l e Jkat sel f" wiu and autocratic spirit which he had previously shown to the 
prophet Samuel, and to Ahiah, the priest of God. 


them. And they said* Do whatsoever seem- 
eth good unto thee. Then said the priest. 
Let us draw near hither unto God, And 
Saul asked counsel of God* Shall I go down 
after the Philistines? wilt thou deliver them 
into the hand of Israel? But he answered 
him not that day. And Saul said* Draw ye 
near hither* all the chief of the people: and 
know and see wherein this sin hath been 
this day. For* as the Lord liveth* which 
saveth Israel* though it be in Jonathan my 
son* he 'shall surely die. But there was not 
a man among all the people that answered 
him. Then said he unto all Israel* Be ye on 
one side* and I and Jonathan my son will be 
on the other side. And the people said unto 
Saul* Do what seemeth good unto thee. 
Therefore Saul said unto the Lord God of 
Israel* Give a perfect lot. And Saul and 
Jonathan were taken: but the people escaped. 
And Saul said* Cast lots between me and 
Jonathan my son. And Jonathan was taken. 

Then Saul said to Jonathan* Tell me what 
thou hast done. And Jonathan told him* and 
said* I did but taste a little honey with the 
end of the rod that was in mine hand* and* lo* 
I must die. And Saul answered* God do so 
and more also: for thou shalt surely die* 
Jonathan, And the people said unto Saul* 
Shall Jonathan die* who hath wrought this 
great salvation in Israel? God forbid: as the 
Lord liveth* there shall not one hair of his 
head fall to the ground; for he hath wrought 
with God this day. So the people rescued 
Jonathan* 1 that he died not. Then Saul went 
up from following the Philistines: and the 
Philistines went to their own place. 

SauPs Kingdom 

So Saul took the kingdom over Israel* and 
fought against all his enemies on every side* 
against Moab* and against the children of 
Ammon* and against Edom* and against the 
kings of Zobah* and against the Philistines: 
and whithersoever he turned himself, he 
vexed them. And he gathered an host* and 
smote the Amalekites* and delivered Israel 
out of the hands of them that spoiled them. 

Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan* and 
Ishui* and Melchi-shua: and the names of 
his two daughters were these; the name of 
the firstborn Merab* and the name of the 
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younger Michal: and the name of Saul’s wife 
was Ahinoam* the daughter of Ahimaaz: 
and the name of the captain of his host was 
Abner, the son of Ner* SauPs uncle. And 
Kish was the father of Saul; and Ner the 
father of Abner was the son of AbieL 

And there was sore war against the Phil- 
istines all the days of Saul: and when Saul 
saw any strong man* or any valiant man* he 
took him unto him. 

SauPs Disobedience 

Samuel also said unto Saul* The Lord 
sent me to anoint thee to be king over his 
people* over Israel: now therefore hearken 
thou unto the voice of the words of the Lord. 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts* I remember 
that which Amalek did to Israel, how he laid 
wait for him in the way* when he came up 
from Egypt. Now go and smite Amalek* and 
utterly destroy all that they have* and spare 
them not; but slay both man and woman* 
infant and suckling* ox and sheep, camel 
and ass. 

And Saul gathered the people together, 
and numbered them in Telaim* two hundred 
thousand footmen* and ten thousand men of 
Judah. And Saul came to a city of Amalek, 
and laid wait in the valley. And Saul said 
unto the Kenites* Go* depart* get you down 
from among the Amalekites* lest I destroy 
you with them: for ye shewed kindness to 
all the children of Israel* when they came up 
out of Egypt. So the Kenites departed from 
among the Amalekites. And Saul smote the 
Amalekites from Havilah until thou comest 
to Shur* that is over against Egypt. And he 
took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, 
and utterly destroyed all the people with the 
edge of the sword. But Saul and the people 
spared Agag* and the best of the sheep* and 
of the oxen* and of the fadings* and the 
lambs* and all that was good, and would not 
utterly destroy them : but every thing that was 
vile and refuse* that they destroyed utterly. 


Then came the word of the Lord unto 
Samuel* saying, It repenteth me that I have 
set up Saul to be king: for he is turned back 
from following me, and hath not performed 


SamuePs Distress 


1 The people showed that there were limits to their long-suffering. They were quite ready to observe royal 
decrees when it was evident there was good reason for doing so 5 but they would not tolerate decrees that were 
obviously foolish and unnecessary. 
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my commandments. And it grieved Samuel; 
and he cried unto the Lord all night. And 
when Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the 
morning, it was told Samuel* saying* Saul 
came to Carmel* and* behold* he set him up 
a place* and is gone about* and passed on* 
and gone down to Gilgal. And Samuel 
came to Saul: and Saul said unto him* 
Blessed be thou of the Lord: I have per- 
formed the commandment of the Lord. And 
Samuel said* What meaneth then this bleat- 
ing of the sheep in mine ears* and the lowing 
of the oxen which I hear? And Saul said* 
They have brought them from the Amalek- 
ites: for the people spared the best of the 
sheep and of the oxen* to sacrifice unto the 
Lord thy God; and the rest we have utterly 
destroyed. Then Samuel said unto Saul* 
Stay* and I will tell thee what the Lord hath 
said to me this night. And he said unto him* 
Say on. 

The Divine Demand 

And Samuel said* When thou wast little 
in thine own sight* wast thou not made the 
head of the tribes of Israel* and the Lord 
anointed thee king over Israel? And the 
Lord sent thee on a journey* and said* Go 
and utterly destroy the sinners the Amalek- 
ites* and fight against them until they be con- 
sumed. Wherefore then didst thou not obey 
the voice of the Lord* but didst fly upon the 
spoil* and didst evil in the sight of the Lord ? 
And Saul said unto Samuel* Yea* I have 
obeyed the voice of the Lord* and have 
gone the way which the Lord sent me, and 
have brought Agag the king of Amalek* and 
have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. But 
the people took of the spoil* sheep and oxen, 
the chief of the things which should have 
been utterly destroyed* to sacrifice unto the 
Lord thy God in Gilgal. And Samuel said, 
Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices* 

As in obeying the voice of the Lord? 
Behold* to obey is better than sacrifice* 
And to hearken than the fat of rams. 

For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft* 


And stubbornness is as iniquity and 
idolatry. 

Because thou hast rejected the word of 
the Lord* 

He hath also rejected thee from being 
king. 

The King's Sorrow 

And Saul said unto Samuel* I have sinned: 
for I have transgressed the commandment of 
the Lord* and thy words: because I feared 
the people* and obeyed their voice. Now 
therefore* I pray thee* pardon my sin, and 
turn again with me* that I may worship the 
Lord. And Samuel said unto Saul, I will not 
return with thee: for thou hast rejected the 
word of the Lord* and the Lord hath re- 
jected thee from being king over Israel. 1 2 And 
as Samuel turned about to go away* he laid 
hold upon the skirt of his mantle* and it rent. 
And Samuel said unto him* The Lord hath 
rent the kingdom of Israel from thee this 
day* and hath given it to a neighbour of 
thine* that is better than thou. And also the 
Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent: for 
he is not a man* that he should repent. 
Then he said* I have sinned: yet honour me 
now* I pray thee, before the elders of my 
people* and before Israel* and turn again 
with me* that I may worship the Lord thy 
God. So Samuel turned again after Saul; 
and Saul worshipped the Lord. 

Then said Samuel, Bring ye hither to me 
Agag the king of the Amalekites. And Agag 
came unto him delicately. And Agag said, 
Surely the bitterness of death is past. And 
Samuel said* As thy sword hath made women 
childless* so shall thy mother be childless 
among women. And Samuel hewed Agag in 
pieces before the Lord in Gilgal. 

Broken Bonds 

Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul 
went up to his house to Gibeah of Saul. 
And Samuel came no more to see Saul until 
the day of his death: nevertheless Samuel 
mourned for Saul: and the Lord repented 
that he had made Saul king over Israel. 


1 Saul, unfortunately, turned out to be what Samuel feared any king over Israel might become — a self- 
willed autocratic despot, a ruler after the pattern of other oriental monarchs at that time. The prophet 
perceived that a ruler on these lines, and with this spirit, was not consistent with the family clan, or 
brotherhood constitution of Israel. Neither was it in keeping with or likely to further the development of 
the Divine Revelation committed to Israel. The prevailing idea of a king was not the divine ideal. The 
ruler of Israel, according to the divine leading, must have a different spirit. He must be a man after God’s 
own heart. Righteousness, brotherhood, and peace must be his sceptre. But Saul, when he became king, 

preferred to follow the old and unworthy pattern of kingship. 
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A TOWN WITH A FAMOUS FAMILY 

THE VISITOR WITH A MESSAGE FROM GOD 


i SAMUEL CHAPTERS 16, i— 20, 42 

How carefully the Bible keeps the central idea of the home before our minds . In this ; 

turbulent period it might easily have been overlooked, but instead, it is brought into IS 

prominence . We are not allowed to pass by the house of Eli or the home of Samuel 

until we have been inside and met the family . When we are introduced to Saul, he 

straightway takes us to his native town and into his home . Now we come to the town of 

towns which ts beloved by every home in Christendom, and we are shown the family 

whose son first made Bethlehem famous, i 

1ND the Lord said unto Samuel* How And Samuel said unto Jesse* Are here all thy 

/\ long wilt thou mourn for Saul* see- children? And he said* There remaineth yet 

ing I have rejected him from reign- the youngest* and* behold* he keepeth the 

JL jlLing over Israel? fill thine horn with sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse* Send 

oil, and go* I will send thee to Jesse the and fetch him: for we will not sit down till 

Beth-lehemite : for I have provided me a he come hither. And he sent* and brought 

king among his sons. And Samuel said* How him in. Now he was ruddy* and withal of a 

can I go ? if Saul hear it, he will kill me. And beautiful countenance* and goodly to look to. j 

the Lord said* Take an heifer with thee* and And the Lord said* Arise* anoint him: for | 

say* I am come to sacrifice to the Lord, this is he. Then Samuel took the horn of oil* j 

And call Jesse to the sacrifice* and I will and anointed him in the midst of his breth- 

shew thee what thou shalt do : and thou shalt ten: and the Spirit of the Lord came upon j| 

anoint unto me him whom I name unto thee. David from that day forward. So Samuel j, 

And Samuel did that which the Lord spake* rose tip* and went to Ramah. I 

and came to Reth-lehem. And the elders of But the Spirit of the Lord departed from 
the town trembled at his coming* and said* Saul* and an evil spirit from the Lord I 

Comest thou peaceably ? And he said* Peace- troubled him. And Saul’s servants said unto j 

ably: I am come to sacrifice unto the Lord: him* Behold now* an evil spirit from God j 

sanctify yourselves* and come with me to the troubled! thee. Let our lord now command 1 

sacrifice. And he sanctified Jesse and his thy servants* which are before thee* to seek 1 

sons* and called them to the sacrifice. out a man* who is a cunning player on an 

harp: and it shall come to pass* when the 
evil spirit from God is upon thee, that he 
The Boy David shall pi a y with his hand* and thou shalt be 

And it came to pass, when they were come* well. And Saul said unto his servants* Pro- 

that he looked on Eliab* and said* Surely the vide me now a man that can play well, and 

Lord’s anointed is before him. But the bring him to me. Then answered one of the 

Lord said unto Samuel* Look not on his servants, and said* Behold* I have seen a son 

countenance* or on the height of his stature; of Jesse the Beth-lehemite* that is cunning 

because I have refused him: for the Lord in playing* and a mighty valiant man, and 

seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on a man of war* and prudent in matters* and a 

the outward appearance* but the Lord look- comely person* and the Lord is with him. 

eth on the heart. Then Jesse called Abina- Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto Jesse* 

dab* and made him pass before Samuel, and said* Send me David thy son* which is 

And he said* Neither hath the Lord chosen with the sheep. And Jesse took an ass laden 

this. Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. with bread* and a bottle of wine* and a kid* 

And he said* Neither hath the Lord chosen and sent them by David his son unto Saul, 

this. Again* Jesse made seven of his sons to And David came to Saul* and stood before 

pass before Samuel. And Samuel said unto him: and he loved him greatly; and he be- 

Jesse* The Lord hath not chosen these, came his armourbearer. And Saul sent to 
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I SAMUEL 16* 22 

Jesse, sayings Let David, I pray thee, stand 
before me; for he hath found favour in my 
sight. And it came to pass, when the evil 
spirit from God 1 was upon Saul, that David 
took an harp, and played with his hand: so 
Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the 
evil spirit departed from him. 

David and Goliath 

Now the Philistines gathered together their 
armies to battle, and were gathered together 
at Shochoh, which belonged! to Judah, and 
pitched between Shochoh and Azekah, in 
Ephes-dammim. And Saul and the men of 
Israel were gathered together, and pitched 
by the valley of Elah, and set the battle in 
array against the Philistines. And the Phil- 
istines stood on a mountain on the one side, 
and Israel stood on a mountain on the other 
side: and there was a valley between them. 
And there went out a champion out of the 
camp of the Philistines, named Goliath, of 
Gath, whose height was six cubits and a 
span. And he had an helmet of brass upon 
his head, and he was armed with a coat of 
mail; and the weight of the coat was five 
thousand shekels of brass. And he had 
greaves of brass upon his legs, and a target 
of brass between his shoulders. And the 
staff of his spear was like a weaver’s beam; 
and his spear’s head weighed six hundred 
shekels of iron: and one bearing a shield 
went before him. And he stood and cried 
unto the armies of Israel, and said unto 
them, Why are ye come out to set your battle 
in array? am not I a Philistine, and ye 
servants to Saul? choose you a man for you, 
and let him come down to me. If he be able 
to fight with me, and to kill me, then will we 
be your servants : but if I prevail against him, 
and kill him, then shall ye be our servants, 
and serve us. And the Philistine said, I 
defy the armies of Israel this day; give me 
a man, that we may fight together. When 
Saul and all Israel heard those words of the 
Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly 
afraid. 

Now David was the son of that Ephrathite 
of Beth-lehem-judah, whose name was Jesse; 
and he had eight sons : and the man went 
among men for an old man in the days of 
Saul. And the three eldest sons of Jesse 
went and followed Saul to the battle : and the 


names of Ms three sons that went to the 
battle were Eliab the firstborn, and next 
unto him Abinadab, and the third Shammah. 
And David was the youngest: and the three 
eldest followed Saul. But David went and 
returned from Saul to feed Ms father’s sheep 
at Beth-lehem. And the Philistine drew near 
morning and evening, and presented Mmself 
forty days. 

And Jesse said unto David his son, Take 
now for thy brethren an ephah of this 
parched corn, and these ten loaves, and run 
to the camp to thy brethren; and carry these 
ten cheeses unto the captain of their thou- 
sand, and look how thy brethren fare, and 
take their pledge. Now Saul, and they, and 
all the men of Israel, were in the valley of 
Elah, fighting with the Philistines. 

And David rose up early in the morning, 
and left the sheep with a keeper, and took, 
and went, as Jesse had commanded him; 
and he came to the trench, as the host was 
going forth to the fight, and shouted for the 
battle. For Israel and the PMlistines had put 
the battle in array, army against army. And 
David left his carriage in the hand of the 
keeper of the carriage, and ran into the army, 
and came and saluted his brethren. And as 
he talked with them, behold, there came up 
the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goli- 
ath by name, out of the armies of the Phil- 
istines, and spake according to the same 
words: and David heard them. And all the 
men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled 
from him, and were sore afraid. And the 
men of Israel said. Have ye seen this man 
that is come up? surely to defy Israel is he 
come up: and it shall be, that the man who 
killeth him, the king will enrich him with 
great riches, and will give him Ms daughter, 
and make his father’s house free in Israel. 
And David spake to the men that stood by 
Mm, saying, What shall be done to the man 
that killeth this Philistine, and taketh away 
the reproach from Israel? for who is tMs 
uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy 
the armies of the living God ? And the people 
answered him after tMs manner, saying. So 
shall it be done to the man that killeth him. 

And Eliab Ms eldest brother heard when 
he spake unto the men; and Eliab’s anger 
was kindled against David, and he said. Why 
earnest thou down hither? and with whom 
hast thou left those few sheep in the wilder- 


1 Disease was attributed to an evil spirit, and, not knowing God as we do, people thought, in their simplicity, 
that God must have sent it. 


322 


ness ? I know thy pride, and the naughtiness 
of thine heart; for thou art come down that 
thou mightest see the battle. And David 
said. What have I now done? Is there not 
a cause? And he turned from him toward 
another, and spake after the same manner: 
and the people answered him again after the 
former manner. 

And when the words were heard which 
David spake, they rehearsed them before 
Saul : and he sent for him. And David said 
to Saul, Let no man’s heart fail because of 
him; thy servant will go and fight with this 
Philistine. And Saul said to David, Thou 
art not able to go against this Philistine to 
fight with him: for thou art but a youth, and 
he a man of war from his youth. And David 
said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father’s 
sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and 
took a lamb out of the flock: and I went out 
after him, and smote him, and delivered it 
out of his mouth: and when he arose against 
me, I caught him by his beard, and smote 
him, and slew him. Thy servant slew both 
the lion and the bear: and this uncircum- 
cised Philistine shall be as one of them, see- 
ing he hath defied the armies of the living 
God. David said moreover. The Lord that 
delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and 
out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me 
out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul 
said unto David, Go, and the Lord be with 
thee. And Saul armed David with his ar- 
mour, and he put an helmet of brass upon his 
head; also he armed him with a coat of mail. 
And David girded his sword upon his ar- 
mour, and he assayed to go ; for he had not 
proved it. And David said -unto Saul, I 
cannot go with these; for I have not proved 
them. And David put them off him. And 
he took his staff in his hand, and chose him 
five smooth stones out of the brook, and put 
them in a shepherd’s bag which he had, even 
in a scrip; and his sling was in his hand: and 
he drew near to the Philistine. 

And the Philistine came on and drew near 
unto David; and the man that bare the shield 
went before him. And when the Philistine 
looked about, and saw David, he disdained 
him : for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and 
of a fair countenance. And the Philistine 
said unto David, Am I a dog, that thou 
comest to me with staves ? And the Phil- 
istine cursed David by his gods. And the 
Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I 
will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, 


i SAMUEL 17, 57 

and to the beasts of the field. Then said 
David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me 
with a sword, and with a spear, and with a 
shield : but I come to thee in the name of the 
Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of 
Israel, whom thou hast defied. This day will 
the Lord deliver thee into mine hand; and 
I will smite thee, and take thine head from 
thee; and I will give the carcases of the host 
of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of 
the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth ; 
that all the earth may know that there is a 
God in Israel. And all this assembly shall 
know that the Lord saveth not with sword 
and spear: for the battle is the Lord’s, and 
he will give you into our hands. And it came 
to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came 
and drew nigh to meet David, that David 
hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the 
Philistine. And David put his hand in his 
bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, 
and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that 
the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell 
upon his face to the earth. 

So David prevailed over the Philistine 
with a sling and with a stone, and smote the 
Philistine, and slew him; but there was no 
sword in the hand of David. Therefore 
David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, 
and took his sword, and drew it out of the 
sheath thereof, and slew him, and cut off his 
head therewith. And when the Philistines 
saw their champion was dead, they fled. And 
the men of Israel and of Judah arose, and 
shouted, and pursued the Philistines, until 
thou come to the valley, and to the gates of 
Ekron. And the wounded of the Philistines 
fell down by the way to Shaaraim, even unto 
Gath, and unto Ekron. And the children of 
Israel returned from chasing after the Phil- 
istines, and they spoiled their tents. And 
David took the head of the Philistine, and 
brought it to Jerusalem; but he put his 
armour in his tent. 

David and Saul 

And when Saul saw David go forth against 
the Philistine, he said unto Abner, the cap- 
tain of the host, Abner, whose son is this 
youth? And Abner said, As thy soul liveth, 
O king, I cannot tell. And the king said. 
Inquire thou whose son the stripling is. And 
as David returned from the slaughter of the 
Philistine, Abner took him, and brought him 
before Saul with the head of the Philistine in 
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his hand. And Saul said to him. Whose son 
art thou, thou young man? And David an- 
swered, I am the son of thy servant Jesse the 
Beth-lehemite. 

And it came to pass, when he had made 
an end of speaking unto Saul, that the soul 
of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, 
and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. 
And Saul took him that day, and would let 
him go no more home to his father’s house. 
Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, 
because he loved him as his own soul. And 
Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that 
was upon him, and gave it to David , 1 and his 
garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, 
and to his girdle. And David went out 
whithersoever Saul sent him, and behaved 
himself wisely: and Saul set him over the 
men of war, and he was accepted in the sight 
of all the people, and also in the sight of 
Saul’s servants. 

And it came to pass as they came, when 
David was returned from the slaughter of the 
Philistine, that the women came out of all 
cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet 
king Saul, with tablets, with joy, and with 
instruments of musick. And the women an- 
swered one another as they played, and said, 

Saul hath slain his thousands. 

And David his ten thousands. 

And Saul was very wroth, and the saying 
displeased him; and he said. They have 
ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to 
me they have ascribed but thousands: and 
what can he have more but the kingdom? 
And Saul eyed David from that day and 
forward. 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that 
the evil spirit from God came upon Saul, 
and he prophesied in the midst of the house : 
and David played with his hand, as at other 
times : and there was a javelin in Saul’s hand. 
And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will 
smite David even to the wall with it. And 
David avoided out of his presence twice. 
And Saul was afraid of David, because the 
Lord was with him, and was departed from 
Saul. Therefore Saul removed him from 
him, and made him his captain over a 
thousand; and he went out and came in 
before the people. And David behaved him- 
self wisely in all his ways; and the Lord was 
with him. Wherefore when Saul saw that he 
behaved himself very wisely, he was afraid 


of him. But all Israel and Judah loved 
David, because he went out and came in 
before them. 

David and the King's Daughter 

And Saul said to David, Behold my elder 
daughter Merab, her will I give thee to wife: 
only be thou valiant for me, and fight the 
Lord’s battles. For Saul said. Let not mine 
hand be upon him, but let the hand of the 
Philistines be upon him. And David said 
unto Saul, Who am I ? and what is my life, 
or my father’s family in Israel, that I should 
be son in law to the king? But it came to 
pass at the time when Merab Saul’s daughter 
should have been given to David, that she 
was given unto Adriel the Meholathite to 
wife. And Michal Saul’s daughter loved 
David: and they told Saul, and the thing 
pleased him. And Saul said, I will give him 
her, that she may be a snare to him, and that 
the hand of the Philistines may be against 
him. Wherefore Saul said to David, Thou 
shalt this day be my son in law in the one of 
the twain. 

And Saul commanded his servants, saying. 
Commune with David secretly, and say, Be- 
hold, the king hath delight in thee, and all his 
servants love thee: now therefore be the 
king’s son in law. And Saul’s servants spake 
those words in the ears of David. And David 
said, Seemeth it to you a light thing to be a 
king’s son in law, seeing that I am a poor 
man, and lightly esteemed? And the servants 
of Saul told him, saying, On this manner 
spake David. And Saul said. Thus shall ye 
say to David, The king desireth not any 
dowry, but an hundred foreskins of the 
Philistines, to be avenged of the king’s 
enemies. But Saul thought to make David 
fall by the hand of the Philistines. And 
when his servants told David these words, 
it pleased David well to be the king’s son in 
law: and the days were not expired. Where- 
fore David arose and went, he and his men, 
and slew of the Philistines two hundred men; 
and David brought their foreskins, and they 
gave them in full tale to the king, that he 
might be the king’s son in law. And Saul 
gave him Michal his daughter to wife. And 
Saul saw and knew that the Lord was with 
David, and that Michal Saul’s daughter loved 
him. And Saul was yet the more afraid of 


1 Gifts to us are an expression of friendship, but more is implied here. Jonathan in giving his garments, 
sword, bow, and girdle was, in the thought of the time, giving an actual part of himself. Cf. i Kings 19, 19, 
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A LITTLE TOWN WITH A FAMOUS FAMILY 

There are many suck places in our own country . But here again we witness changes . 
For now in every town there ts a proud and public record of remembrance to those who 9 
from many families , in the hour of danger , responded with heroism and sacrifice to 
the call of duty . 


David; and Saul became David’s enemy 
continually. 

Then the princes of the Philistines went 
forth; and it came to pass, after they went 
forth, that David behaved himself more 
wisely than all the servants of Saul; so that 
his name was much set by. 

David and the King’s Son 

And Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and 
to all his servants, that they should kill David. 
But Jonathan Saul’s son delighted much in 
David: and Jonathan told David, saying, 
Saul my father seeketh to kill thee: now 
therefore, I pray thee, take heed to thyself 
until the morning, and abide in a secret 
place, and hide thyself : and I will go out and 
stand beside my father in the field where thou 
art, and I will commune with my father of 
thee; and what I see, that I will tell thee. 
And Jonathan spake good of David unto 
Saul his father, and said unto him. Let not 
the king sin against his servant, against 
David; because he hath not sinned against 
thee, and because his works have been to 
thee- ward very good: for he did put his life 
in his hand, and slew the Philistine, and the 
Lord wrought a great salvation for all Israel: 
thou sawest it, and didst rejoice: wherefore 
then wilt thou sin against innocent blood, 
to slay David without a cause? And Saul 
hearkened unto the voice of Jonathan: and 
Saul sware. As the Lord liveth, he shall not 


be slain. And Jonathan called David, and 
Jonathan shewed him all those things. And 
Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he was 
in his presence, as in times past. 

David’s Escape 

And there was war again : and David went 
out, and fought with the Philistines, and 
slew them with a great slaughter; and they 
fled from him. And the evil spirit from the 
Lord was upon Saul, as he sat in his house 
with his javelin in his hand: and David 
played with his hand. And Saul sought to 
smite David even to the wall with the javelin; 
but he slipped away out of Saul’s presence* 
and he smote the javelin into the wall: and 
David fled, and escaped that night. Saul also 
sent messengers unto David’s house, to 
watch him, and to slay him in the morning: 
and Michal David’s wife told him, saying. 
If thou save not thy life to night, to morrow 
thou shalt be slain. So Michal let David 
down through a window: and he went, and 
fled, and escaped. And Michal took an 
image, and laid it in the bed, and put a pillow 
of goats’ hair for his bolster, and covered it 
with a cloth. And when Saul sent messengers 
to take David, she said. He is sick. And Saul 
sent the messengers again to see David, say- 
ing, Bring him up to me in the bed, that I 
may slay him. And when the messengers 
were come in, behold, there was an image in 
the bed, with a pillow of goats’ hair for his 


I SAMUEL 19, 16 

bolster. And Saul said unto Michal, Why 
hast thou deceived me so, and sent away 
mine enemy., that he is escaped ? And Michal 
answered Saul, He said unto me, Let me go; 
why should I kill thee ? 

David and Samuel 

So David fled, and escaped, and came to 
Samuel to Ramah, and told him all that Saul 
had done to him. And he and Samuel went 
and dwelt in Naiotfa. And it was told Saul, 
saying. Behold, David is at Naioth in Ramah. 
And Saul sent messengers to take David: 
and when they saw the company of the pro- 
phets prophesying, and Samuel standing as 
appointed over them, the Spirit of God was 
upon the messengers of Saul, and they also 
prophesied. And when it was told Saul, he 
sent other messengers, and they prophesied 
likewise. And Saul sent messengers again 
the third time, and they prophesied also. 
Then went he also to Ramah, and came to a 
great well that is in Sechu: and he asked and 
said. Where are Samuel and David? And 
one said, Behold, they be at Naioth in Ra- 
mah. And he went thither to Naioth in 
Ramah: and the Spirit of God was upon him 
also, and he went on, and prophesied, until 
he came to Naioth in Ramah. And he strip- 
ped off his clothes also, and prophesied be- 
fore Samuel in like maimer, and lay down 
naked all that day and all that night. Where- 
fore they say. Is Saul also among the pro- 
phets? 

David and Jonathan 

And David fled from Naioth in Ramah, 
and came and said before Jonathan, What 
have I done? what is mine iniquity? and 
what is my sin before thy father, that he 
seeketh my life? And he said unto him, God 
forbid; thou shalt not die: behold, my father 
will do nothing either great or small, but 
that he will shew it me: and why should my 
father hide this thing from me? it is not so. 
And David sware moreover, and said, Thy 
father certainly knoweth that I have found 
grace in thine eyes ; and he saith. Let not 
Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved: but 
truly as the Lord liveth, and as thy soul 
liveth, there is but a step between me and 
death. Then said Jonathan unto David, 
Whatsoever thy soul desireth, I will even 
do it for thee. And David said unto Jona- 
than, Behold, to morrow is the new moon, 


and I should not fail to sit with the king at 
meat: but let me go, that I may hide myself 
in the field unto the third day at even. If thy 
father at all miss me, then say, David earn- 
estly asked leave of me that he might run 
to Beth-lehem his city: for there is a yearly 
sacrifice there for all the family. If he say 
thus, It is well; thy servant shall have peace: 
but if he be very wroth, then be sure that 
evil is determined by him. Therefore thou 
shalt deal kindly with thy servant; for thou 
hast brought thy servant into a covenant of 
the Lord with thee: notwithstanding, if 
there be in me iniquity, slay me thyself; for 
why shouldest thou bring me to thy father? 
And Jonathan said. Far be it from thee: for 
if I knew certainly that evil were determined 
by my father to come upon thee, then would 
not I tell it thee? Then said David to Jona- 
than, Who shall tell me ? or what if thy father 
answer thee roughly? And Jonathan said 
unto David, Come, and let us go out into the 
field. And they went out both of them into 
the field. 

And Jonathan said unto David, O Lord 
God of Israel, when I have sounded my 
father about to morrow any time, or the third 
day, and, behold, if there be good toward 
David, and I then send not unto thee, and 
shew it thee; the Lord do so and much more 
to Jonathan: but if it please my father to do 
thee evil, then I will shew it thee, and send 
thee away, that thou mayest go in peace : and 
the Lord be with thee, as he hath been with 
my father. And thou shalt not only while 
yet I live shew me the kindness of the Lord, 
that I die not: but also thou shalt not cut off 
thy kindness from my house for ever: no, not 
when the Lord hath cut off the enemies of 
David every one from the face of the earth. 
So Jonathan made a covenant with the house 
of David, saying. Let the Lord even require 
it at the hand of David's enemies. 

And Jonathan caused David to swear again, 
because he loved him: for he loved him as 
he loved his own soul. Then Jonathan said 
to David, To morrow is the new moon: and 
thou shalt be missed, because thy seat will 
be empty. And when thou hast stayed three 
days, then thou shalt go down quickly, and 
come to the place where thou didst hide 
thyself when the business was in hand, and 
shalt remain by the stone Ezel. And I will 
shoot three arrows on the side thereof, as 
though I shot at a mark. And, behold, I 
will send a lad, saying. Go, find out the 
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arrows. If I expressly say unto the lad, 
Behold, the arrows are on this side of thee, 
take them; then come thou: for there is 
peace to thee, and no hurt: as the Lord 
liveth. But if I say thus unto the young man. 
Behold, the arrows are beyond thee; go thy 
way: for the Lord hath sent thee away. And 
as touching the matter which thou and I have 
spoken of, behold, the Lord be between 
thee and me for ever. 

Loyal Friendship 

So David hid himself in the field: and 
when the new moon was come, the king sat 
him down to eat meat. And the king sat 
upon his seat, as at other times, even upon 
a seat by the wall: and Jonathan arose, and 
Abner sat by Saul’s side, and David’s place 
was empty. Nevertheless Saul spake not any 
thing that day: for he thought. Something 
hath befallen him, he is not clean; surely he 
is not clean. And it came to pass on the 
morrow, which was the second day of the 
month, that David’s place was empty: and 
Saul said unto Jonathan his son, Wherefore 
cometh not the son of Jesse to meat, neither 
yesterday, nor to day? And Jonathan an- 
swered Saul, David earnestly asked leave of 
me to go to Beth-lehem: and he said, Let 
me go, I pray thee; for our family hath a 
sacrifice in the city; and my brother, he hath 
commanded me to be there: and now, if I 
have found favour in thine eyes, let me get 
away, I pray thee, and see my brethren. 
Therefore he cometh not unto the king’s 
table. 

Then Saul’s anger was kindled against 
Jonathan, and he said unto him, Thou son 
of the perverse rebellious woman, do not I 
know that thou hast chosen the son of Jesse 
to thine own confusion, and unto the con- 
fusion of thy mother’s nakedness? For as 
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long as the son of Jesse liveth upon the 
ground, thou shalt not be established* nor 
thy kingdom. Wherefore now send and 
fetch him unto me, for he shall surely die. 
And Jonathan answered Saul his father, and 
said unto him, Wherefore shall he be slain? 
what hath he done? And Saul cast a javelin 
at him to smite him: whereby Jonathan knew 
that it was determined of his father to slay 
David. So Jonathan arose from the table in 
fierce anger, and did eat no meat the second 
day of the month: for he was grieved for 
David, because his father had done him 
shame. 

And it came to pass in the morning, that 
Jonathan went out into the field at the time 
appointed with David, and a little lad with 
him. And he said unto his lad, Run, find out 
now the arrows which I shoot. And as the 
lad ran, he shot an arrow beyond him. And 
when the lad was come to the place of the 
arrow which Jonathan had shot, Jonathan 
cried after the lad, and said, Is not the 
arrow beyond thee? And Jonathan cried 
after the lad. Make speed, haste, stay not. 
And Jonathan’s lad gathered up the arrows, 
and came to his master. But the lad knew 
not any thing: only Jonathan and David 
knew the matter. And Jonathan gave his 
artillery unto his lad, and said unto him. Go, 
carry them to the city. And as soon as the lad 
was gone, David arose out of a place toward 
the south, and fell on his face to the ground, 
and bowed himself three times: and they 
kissed one another, and wept one with an- 
other, until David exceeded. And Jonathan 
said to David, Go in peace, forasmuch as 
we have sworn both of us in the name of the 
Lord saying. The Lord be between me and 
thee, and between my seed and thy seed for 
ever. And he arose and departed : and Jona- 
than went into the city. 1 


1 What a page of family history this section covers, yet how characteristic of life in a little town, where, 
in the course of current events, different families meet, young people get to know each other, and feuds and 
friendship develop. But behind it all the Bible sees what to our minds is often hidden — the God of infinite 
wisdom and love, in whose hands are the destinies of all men, weaving the tangled threads of human existence 
into a pattern of His own design. 


327 



SOME OUT-OF-THE-WAY LITTLE TOWNS 

THE HIGHWAYS OF GOD RUN THROUGH THEM 


i SAMUEL CHAPTERS 21, i— 26, 25 

Frequently it is the country round a town rather than anything in the town itself which 
brings it into notice , like the wilderness of Ziph and the caves of Adullam . Nothing 
is recorded of these places but the character of their situation ; in the one case , a 
barren stretch of desert > and in the other , some of the most impressive ravine scenery in 
Palestine . 

With Nob and Keilah it is different There were things of historic interest , like 
Goliath? s sword , to be seen at Nob; and at Keilah the gates and bars protecti?ig the 
town were well worth observing . But it is for another reason they come into the story— 
God 9 s way lies through them . 


T HEN came David to Nob to Ahim- 
elech the priest: and Ahimelech was 
afraid at the meeting of David, and 
said unto him. Why art thou alone, 
and no man with thee? And David said unto 
Ahimelech the priest. The king hath com- 
manded me a business, and hath said unto 
me. Let no man know any thing of the busi- 
ness whereabout I send thee, and what I 
have commanded thee: and I have appointed 
my servants to such and such a place. Now 
therefore what is under thine hand? give me 
five loaves of bread in mine hand, or what 
there is present. And the priest answered 
David, and said. There is no common bread 
under mine hand, but there is hallowed 
bread; if the young men have kept them- 
selves at least from women. And David 
answered the priest, and said unto him. Of 
a truth women have been kept from us about 
these three days, since I came out, and the 
vessels of the young men are holy, and the 
bread is in a manner common, yea, though 
it were sanctified this day in the vessel. So 
the priest gave, him hallowed bread : for there 
was no bread there but the shewbread, that 
was taken from before the Lord, to put hot 
bread in the day when it was taken away. 

Adullam 

Now a certain man of the servants of Saul 
was there that day, detained before the Lord ; 
and his name was Doeg, an Edomite, the 
chiefest of the herdmen that belonged to 
Saul. And David said unto Ahimelech, And 


is there not here under thine hand spear or 
sword ? for I have neither brought my sword 
nor my weapons with me, because the king’s 
business required haste. And the priest said, 
The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom 
thou slewest in the valley of Elah, behold, it 
is here wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod: 
if thou wilt take that, take it; for there is no 
other save that here. And David said, There 
is none like that; give it me. And David 
arose, and fled that day for fear of Saul, and 
went to Achish the king of Gath. And the 
servants of Achish said unto him, Is not this 
David the king of the land? did they not 
sing one to another of him in dances, saying, 
Saul hath slain his thousands, 

And David his ten thousands ? 

And David laid up these words in his heart, 
and was sore afraid of Achish the king of 
Gath. And he changed his behaviour before 
them, and feigned himself mad in their 
hands, and scrabbled on the doors of the 
gate, and let his spittle fall down upon his 
beard. Then said Achish unto his servants, 
Lo, ye see the man is mad: wherefore then 
have ye brought him to me? Have I need 
of mad men, that ye have brought this fellow 
to play the mad man in my presence ? shall 
this fellow come into my house ? 

David therefore departed thence, and es- 
caped to the cave Adullam 1 ; and when his 
brethren and all his father’s house heard it, 
they went down thither to him. And every 
one that was in distress, and every one that 
was in debt, and every one that was discon- 
tented, gathered themselves unto him; and 


1 There was a town or ‘city’ of Adullam (Gen. 38, 1 ; Jos. 12, 15; 2 Chron. n, 7; Neh. 11, 30) and near it 
a valley lined with caves. 
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] he became a captain over them: and there 

were with him about four hundred men. 

| Mtzpeh of Moab 

\ And David went thence to Mizpeh of 

Moab: and he said unto the king of Moab, 
j Let my father and my mother, 1 1 pray thee, 

come forth 5 and be with you, till I know 
i what God will do for me. And he brought 

j , them before the king of Moab: and they 

1 dwelt with him all the while that David was 

j . in the hold. And the prophet Gad said unto 

j David, Abide not in the hold; depart, and 

| get thee into the land of Judah. Then David 

departed, and came into the forest of Hareth. 

Nob 

When Saul heard that David was dis- 
covered, and the men that were with him, 
(now Saul abode in Gibeah under a tree in 
Ramah, having his spear in his hand, and all 
S his servants were standing about him,*) then 

( Saul said unto his servants that stood about 

j him. Hear now, ye Benjamites ; will the son 

! of Jesse give every one of you fields and vine- 

yards, and make you all captains of thou- 
sands, and captains of hundreds ; that all of 
I you have conspired against me, and there is 

none that sheweth me that my son hath 
made a league with the son of Jesse, and 
there is none of you that is sorry for me, or 
sheweth unto me that my son hath stirred 
up my servant against me, to lie in wait, 
j as at this day? Then answered Doeg the 

Edomite, which was set over the servants of 
Saul, and said, I saw the son of Jesse coming 
to Nob, to Ahimelech the son of Ahitub. 
And he inquired of the Lord for him, and 
gave him victuals, and gave him the sword 
| of Goliath the Philistine. 

■ Then the king sent to call Ahimelech the 

; priest, the son of Ahitub, and all his father’s 

house, the priests that were in Nob : and they 
came all of them to the king. And Saul said. 
Hear now, thou son of Ahitub. And he 
answered. Here I am, my lord. And Saul 
said unto him. Why have ye conspired 
against me, thou and the son of Jesse, in that 
thou hast given him bread, and a sword, and 
hast inquired of God for him, that he should 
rise against me, to lie in wait, as at this day? 
Then Ahimelech answered the king, and 
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said. And who is so faithful among all thy 
servants as David, which is the king’s son in 
law, and goeth at thy bidding, and is honour- 
able in thine house? Did I then begin to 
inquire of God for him? be it far from me: 
let not the king impute any thing unto his 
servant, nor to all the house of my father: for 
thy servant knew nothing of ail this, less or 
more. And the king said. Thou shalt surely 
die, Ahimelech, thou, and all thy father’s 
house. And the king said unto the footmen 
that stood about him. Turn, and slay the 
priests of the Lord ; because their hand also 
is with David, and because they knew when 
he fled, and did not shew it to me. But the 
servants of the king would not put forth 
their hand to fall upon the priests of the 
Lord. And the king said to Doeg, Turn 
thou, and fall upon the priests. And Doeg 
the Edomite turned, and he fell upon the 
priests, and slew on that day fourscore and 
five persons that did wear a linen ephod. 
And Nob, the city of the priests, smote he 
with the edge of the sword, both men and 
women, children and sucklings, and oxen, 
and asses, and sheep, with the edge of the 
sword. 

And one of the sons of Ahimelech the son 
of Ahitub, named Abiathar, escaped, and fled 
after David. And Abiathar shewed David 
that Saul had slain the Lord’s priests. And 
David said unto Abiathar, I knew it that 
day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, that 
he would surely tell Saul: I have occasioned 
the death of all the persons of thy father’s 
house. Abide thou with me, fear not: for he 
that seeketh my life seeketh thy life: but 
with me thou shalt be in safeguard. 

■ . . ■ ; w>- 

Keilah 

Then they told David, saying, Behold, the 
Philistines fight against Keilah, and they rob 
the threshingfioors. Therefore David in- 
quired of the Lord, saying, Shall I go and 
smite these Philistines? And the Lord said 
unto David, Go, and smite the Philistines, 
and save Keilah. And David’s men said 
unto him. Behold, we be afraid here in 
Judah: how much more then if we come to 
Keilah against the armies of the Philistines ? 
Then David inquired of the Lord yet again. 
And the Lord answered him and said. Arise, 
go down to Keilah; for I will deliver the 



1 David must protect his family. This idea of family unity or solidarity underlies the New Testament 
teaching concerning the human race (Rom. 5, 12). 
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Philistines into thine hand. So David and 
his men went to Keilah, and fought with the 
Philistines, and brought away their cattle, 
and smote them with a great slaughter. So 
David saved the inhabitants of Keilah. And 
it came to pass, when Abiathar the son of 
Ahimelech fled to David to Keilah, that he 
came down with an ephod in his hand. 

And it was told Saul that David was come 
to Keilah. And Saul said, God hath de- 
livered him into mine hand; for he is shut 
in, by entering into a town that hath gates 
and bars. And Saul called all the people 
together to war, to go down to Keilah, to 
besiege David and his men. And David 
knew that Saul secretly practised mischief 
against him; and he said to Abiathar the 
priest. Bring hither the ephod. Then said 
David, O Lord God of Israel, thy servant 
hath certainly heard that Saul seeketh to 
come to Keilah, to destroy the city for my 
sake. Will the men of Keilah deliver me up 
into his hand? will Saul come down, as thy 
servant hath heard? O Lord God of Israel, 
I beseech thee, tell thy servant. And the 
Lord said. He will come down. Then said 
David, Will the men of Keilah deliver me 
and my men into the hand of Saul ? And the 
Lord said. They will deliver thee up. Then 
David, and his men, which were about six 
hundred, arose and departed out of Keilah, 
and went whithersoever they could go. And 
it was told Saul that David was escaped from 
Keilah; and he forbare to go forth. And 
David abode in the wilderness in strong 
holds, and remained in a mountain in the 
wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sought him 
every day, but God delivered him not into 
his hand. 

Ziph 

And David saw that Saul was come out to 
seek his life; and David was in the wilder- 
ness of Ziph 1 2 in a wood. And Jonathan Saul’s 
son arose, and went to David into the wood, 
and strengthened his hand in God. And he 
said unto him, Fear not: for the hand of 
Saul my father shall not And thee; and thou 
shalt be king over Israel, and I shall be next 
unto thee; and that also Saul my father 
knoweth. And they two made a covenant 


before the Lord: and David abode in the 
wood, and Jonathan went to his house. 

Then came up the Ziphites to Saul to 
Gibeah, saying. Doth not David hide him- 
self with us in strong holds in the wood, in 
the hill of Hachiiah, which is on the south of 
Jeshimon? Now therefore, O king, come 
down according to all the desire of thy soul 
to come down; and our part shall be to 
deliver him into the king’s hand. And Saul 
said. Blessed be ye of the Lord; for ye have 
compassion on me. Go, I pray you, prepare 
yet, and know and see his place where his 
haunt is, and who hath seen him there: for 
it is told me that he dealeth very subtilly. 
See therefore, and take knowledge of all the 
lurking places where he hideth himself, and 
come ye again to me with the certainty, and 
I will go with you: and it shall come to pass, 
if he be in the land, that I will search him 
out throughout all the thousands of Judah. 

And they arose, and went to Ziph before 
Saul; but David and his men were in the 
wilderness of Maon, in the plain on the south 
of Jeshimon. Saul also and his men went to 
seek him. And they told David : wherefore 
he came down into a rock, and abode in the 
wilderness of Maon. And when Saul heard 
that, he pursued after David in the wilder- 
ness of Maon. And Saul went on this side 
of the mountain, and David and his men on 
that side of the mountain: and David made 
haste to get away for fear of Saul; for Saul 
and his men compassed David and his men 
round about to take them. But there came a 
messenger unto Saul, saying, Haste thee, and 
come ; for the Philistines have invaded the 
land. Wherefore Saul returned from pur- 
suing after David, and went against the Phil- 
istines : therefore they called that place Sela- 
hammahlekoth. And David went up from 
thence, and dwelt in strong holds at En-gedi. 

En-gedi 

And it came to pass, when Saul was re- 
turned from following the Philistines, that 
it was told him, saying. Behold, David is in 
the wilderness of En-gedi. Then Saul took 
three thousand chosen men out of all Israel, 
and went to seek David and his men upon 
the rocks of the wild goats. And he came to 


1 Ziph is mentioned in Jos. 15, 55, as a town in the hill country of Judah. It was fortified by Rehoboam 
(2 Chron. II, 8). 

2 En-gedi is numbered among the towns or cities in the wilderness (Jos. 15, 61). It is a neighbourhood 
of limestone cliffs and caves. 


the sheepcotes by the way, where was a cave; 
and Saul went in to cover his feet : and David 
and his men remained in the sides of the 
cave. And the men of David said unto him. 
Behold the day of which the Lord said unto 
thee, Behold, I will deliver thine enemy into 
thine hand, that thou mayest do to him as 
it shall seem good unto thee. Then David 
arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul’s robe 
privily. And it came to pass afterward, that 
David’s heart smote him, because he had 
cut off Saul’s skirt. And he said unto his 
men, The Lord forbid that I should do this 
thing unto my master, the Lord’s anointed, 
to stretch forth mine hand against him, see- 
ing he is the anointed of the Lord. So David 
stayed his servants with these words, and 
suffered them not to rise against Saul. But 
Saul rose up out of the cave, and went on 
his way. 

David also arose afterward, and went out 
of the cave, and cried after Saul, saying. My 
lord the king. And when Saul looked be- 
hind him, David stooped with his face to the 
earth, and bowed himself. And David said 
to Saul, Wherefore hearest thou men’s words, 
saying. Behold, David seeketh thy hurt? Be- 
hold, this day thine eyes have seen how that 
the Lord had delivered thee to day into mine 
hand in the cave: and some bade me kill 
thee: but mine eye spared thee; and I said, 
I will not put forth mine hand against my 
lord; for he is the Lord’s anointed. More- 
over, my father, see, yea, see the skirt of thy 
robe in my hand: for in that I cut off the 
skirt of thy robe, and killed thee not, know 
thou and see that there is neither evil nor 
transgression in mine hand, and I have not 
sinned against thee; yet thou huntest my 
soul to take it. The Lord judge between me 
and thee, and the Lord avenge me of thee: 
but mine hand shall not be upon thee. As 
saith the proverb of the ancients. Wicked- 
ness proceedeth from the wicked : but mine 
hand shall not be upon thee. After whom is 
the king of Israel come out? after whom dost 
thou pursue? after a dead dog, after a flea. 
The Lord therefore be judge, and judge be- 
tween me and thee, and see, and plead my 
cause, and deliver me out of thine hand. 

And it came to pass, when David had 
made an end of speaking these words unto 
Saul, that Saul said. Is this thy voice, my son 
David? And Saul lifted up his voice, and 
wept. And he said to David, Thou art more 
righteous than I : for thou hast rewarded me 
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good, whereas I have rewarded thee evil. 
And thou hast shewed this day how that 
thou hast dealt well with me: forasmuch as 
when the Lord had delivered me into thine 
hand, thou killedst me not. For if a man find 
his enemy, will he let him go well away? 
wherefore the Lord reward thee good for 
that thou hast done unto me this day. And 
now, behold, I know well that thou shalt 
surely be king, and that the kingdom of 
Israel shall be established in thine hand. 
Swear now therefore unto me by the Lord, 
that thou wilt not cut off my seed after me, 
and that thou wilt not destroy my name out 
of my father’s house. And David sware unto 
Saul. And Saul went home; but David and 
his men gat them up unto the hold. 

Ramdh 

And Samuel died; and all the Israelites 
were gathered together, and lamented him, 
and buried him in his house at Ramah. And 
David arose, and went down to the wilder- 
ness of Paran. 

Maon 

And there was a man in Maon, whose pos- 
sessions were in Carmel; and the man was 
very great, and he had three thousand sheep, 
and a thousand goats: and he was shearing 
his sheep in Carmel. Now the name of the 
man was Nabal; and the name of his wife 
Abigail: and she was a woman of good un- 
derstanding, and of a beautiful countenance : 
but the man was churlish and evil in his 
doings; and he was of the house of Caleb. 
And David heard in the wilderness that 
Nabal did shear his sheep. And David sent 
out ten young men, and David said unto the 
young men, Get you up to Carmel, and go to 
Nabal, and greet him in my name: and thus 
shall ye say to him that liveth in prosperity, 
Peace be both to thee, and peace be to thine 
house, and peace be unto all that thou hast. 
And now I have heard that thou hast shear- 
ers : now thy shepherds which were with us, 
we hurt them not, neither was there ought 
missing unto them, all the while they were in 
Carmel. Ask thy young men, and they will 
shew thee. Wherefore let the young men 
find favour in thine eyes: for we come in a 
good day: give, I pray thee, whatsoever 
cometh to thine hand unto thy servants, and 
to thy son David. 

And when David’s young men came, they 


EVEN OBSCURE AND OUT-OF-THE-WAY LITTLE 
Whether they are in the heart of the country, or cut off from the 


spake to Nabal according to all those words 
in the name of David, and ceased. And 
Nabal answered David’s servants, and said, 
Who is David? ana who is the son of Jesse? 
there be many servants now a days that 
break away every man from his master. 
Shall I then take my bread, and my water, 
and my flesh that I have killed for my 
shearers, and give it unto men, whom I 
know not whence they be? So David’s 
young men turned their way, and went again, 
and came and told him all those sayings. 
And David said unto his men, Gird ye on 
every man his sword. And they girded on 
every man his sword; and David also girded 
on his sword: and there went up after David 
about four hundred men; and two hundred 
abode by the stuff. 

The Way Through the Hills 

But one of the young men told Abigail, 
Nabal’s wife, saying, -Behold, David sent 
messengers out of the wilderness to salute 
our master; and he railed on them. But the 
men were very good unto us, and we were 
not hurt, neither missed we any thing, as 
long as we were conversant with them, when 
we were in the fields : they were a wall unto 
us both by night and day, all the while we 
were with them keeping the sheep. Now 
therefore know and consider what thou wilt 
do; for evil is determined against our master, 
and against all his household: for he is such 
a son of Belial, that a man cannot speak to 
him. 

Then Abigail made haste, and took two 
hundred loaves, and two bottles of wine, and 
five sheep ready dressed, and five measures 


of parched corn, and an hundred clusters of 
raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and 
laid them on asses. And she said unto her 
servants, Go on before me; behold, I come 
after you. But she told not her husband 
Nabal. And it was so, as she rode on the ass, 
that she came down by the covert of the hill, 
and, behold, David and his men came down 
against her; and she met them. Now David 
had said, Surely in vain have I kept all that 
this fellow hath in the wilderness, so that 
nothing was missed of all that pertained unto 
him : and he hath requited me evil for good. 
So and more also do God unto the enemies 
of David, if I leave of all that pertain to him 
by the morning light any that pisseth against 
the wall. 

And when Abigail saw David, she hasted, 
and lighted off the ass, and fell before David 
on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, 
and fell at his feet, and said, Upon me, my 
lord, upon me let this iniquity be: and let 
thine handmaid, I pray thee, speak in thine 
audience, and hear the words of thine hand- 
maid. Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard 
this man of Belial, even Nabal: for as his 
name is, so is he; Nabal is his name, and folly 
is with him: but I thine handmaid saw not 
the young men of my lord, whom thou didst 
send. Now therefore, my lord, as the Lord 
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, seeing the 
Lord hath withholden thee from coming to 
shed blood, and from avenging thyself with 
thine own hand, now let thine enemies, and 
they that seek evil to my lord, be as Nabal. 
And now this blessing which thine hand- 
maid hath brought unto my lord, let it even 
be given unto the young men that follow my 
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lord. I pray thee* forgive the trespass of 
thine handmaid: for the Lord will certainly 
make my lord a sure house; because my lord 
fighteth the battles of the Lord, and evil hath 
not been found in thee all thy days. Yet a 
man is risen to pursue thee, and to seek thy 
soul: but the soul of my lord shall be bound 
in the bundle of life with the Lord thy God; 
and the souls of thine enemies, them shall he 
sling out, as out of the middle of a sling. 
And it shall come to pass, when the Lord 
shall have done to my lord according to all 
the good that he hath spoken concerning 
thee, and shall have appointed thee ruler 
over Israel; that this shall be no grief unto 
thee, nor offence of heart unto my lord, 
either that thou hast shed blood causeless, 
or that my lord hath avenged himself: but 
when the Lord shall have dealt well with my 
lord, then remember thine handmaid. 

And David said to Abigail, Blessed be the 
Lord God of Israel, which sent thee this 
day to meet me : and blessed be thy advice, 
and blessed be thou, which hast kept me 
this day from coming to shed blood, and 
from avenging myself with mine own hand. 
For in very deed, as the Lord God of Israel 
liveth, which hath kept me back from hurt- 
ing thee, except thou hadst hasted and come 
to meet me, surely there had not been left 
unto Nabal by the morning light any that 
pisseth against the wall. So David received 
of her hand that which she had brought him, 
and said unto her. Go up in peace to thine 
house; see, I have hearkened to thy voice, 
and have accepted thy person. 

And Abigail came to Nabal; and, behold, 
he held a feast in his house, like the feast of 


a king; and Nabal’s heart was merry within 
him, for he was very drunken: wherefore she 
told him nothing, less or more, until the 
morning light. But it came to pass in the 
morning, when the wine was gone out of 
Nabal, and his wife had told him these 
things, that his heart died within him, and 
he became as a stone. And it came to pass 
about ten days after, that the Lord smote 
Nabal, that he died. 

And when David heard that Nabal was 
dead, he said. Blessed be the Lord, that hath 
pleaded the cause of my reproach from the 
hand of Nabal, and hath kept his servant 
from evil: for the Lord hath returned the 
wickedness of Nabal upon his own head. 
And David sent and communed with Abi- 
gail, to take her to him to wife. And when 
the servants of David were come to Abigail 
to Carmel, they spake unto her, saying, Da- 
vid sent us unto thee, to take thee to him to 
wife. And she arose, and bowed herself on 
her face to the earth, and said. Behold, let 
thine handmaid be a servant to wash the feet 
of the servants of my lord. And Abigail 
hasted, and arose, and rode upon an ass, with 
five damsels of hers that went after her; and 
she went after the messengers of David, and 
became his wife. 

David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel; and 
they were also both of them his wives. But 
Saul had given Michal his daughter, David’s 
wife, to Phalti the son of Laish, which was 
of Gallim. 

Away from the Town 

And the Ziphites came unto Saul to Gib- 
eah, saying, Doth not David hide himself in 
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the hill of Hachilah, which is before Jeshi- 
mon ? Then Saul arose, and went down to the 
wilderness of Ziph, having three thousand 
chosen men of Israel with him, to seek David 
in the wilderness of Ziph. And Saul pitched 
in the hill of Hachilah, which is before J eshi- 
mon, by the way. But David abode in the 
wilderness, and he saw that Saul came after 
him into the wilderness. David therefore 
sent out spies, and understood that Saul was 
come in very deed. And David arose, and 
came to the place where Saul had pitched: 
and David beheld the place where Saul lay, 
and Abner the son of Ner, the captain of his 
host: and Saul lay in the trench, and the 
people pitched round about him. 

In Sauls Cause 

Then answered David and said to Ahime- 
lech the Hittite, and to Abishai the son of 
Zeruiah, brother to Joab, saying. Who will 
go down with me to Saul to the camp ? And 
Abishai said, I will go down with thee. So 
David and Abishai came to the people by 
night: and, behold, Saul lay sleeping within 
the trench, and his spear stuck in the ground 
at his bolster : but Abner and the people lay 
round about him. Then said Abishai to 
David, God hath delivered thine enemy into 
thine hand this day: now therefore let me 
smite him, I pray thee, with the spear even 
to the earth at once, and I will not smite him 
the second time. And David said to Abishai, 
Destroy him not: for who can stretch forth 
Ms hand against the Lord’s anointed, and be 
guiltless? David said furthermore, As the 
Lord liveth, the Lord shall smite him; or 
Ms day shall come to die; or he shall descend 
into battle, and perish. The Lord forbid 
that I should stretch forth mine hand against 
the Lord’s anointed: but, I pray thee, take 
thou now the spear that is at Ms bolster, and 
the cruse of water, and let us go. So David 
took the spear and the cruse of water from 
Saul’s bolster; and they gat them away, and 
no man saw it, nor knew it, neither awaked: 
for they were all asleep ; because a deep sleep 
from the Lord was fallen upon them. 

David and Abner 

Then David went over to the other side, 
and stood on the top of an Mil afar off; a 
great space being between them: and David 


cried to the people, and to Abner the son of 
Ner, saying, Answerest thou not, Abner? 
Then Abner answered and said, Who art 
thou that criest to the king? And David 
said to Abner, Art not thou a valiant man? 
and who is like to thee in Israel? wherefore 
then hast thou not kept thy lord the king? 
for there came one of the people in to destroy 
the king thy lord. TMs thing is not good that 
thou hast done. As the Lord liveth, ye are 
worthy to die, because ye have not kept your 
master, the Lord’s anointed. And now see 
where the king’s spear is, and the cruse of 
water that was at his bolster. 

David and Saul 

And Saul knew David’s voice, and said. 
Is this thy voice, my son David? And David 
said. It is my voice, my lord, O king. And 
he said. Wherefore doth my lord thus pursue 
after his servant? for what have I done? or 
what evil is in mine hand? Now therefore, 
I pray thee, let my lord the king hear the 
words of his servant. If the Lord have 
stirred thee up against me, let him accept 
an offering: but if they be the children of 
men, cursed be they before the Lord; for 
they have driven me out this day from abid- 
ing in the inheritance of the Lord, saying, 
Go, serve other gods. Now therefore, let not 
my blood fall to the earth before the face of 
the Lord : for the king of Israel is come out 
to seek a flea, as when one doth hunt a 
partridge in the mountains. 

Then said Saul, I have sinned: return, my 
son David: for I will no more do thee harm, 
because my soul was precious in thine eyes 
tMs day: behold, I have played the fool, and 
have erred exceedingly. And David an- 
swered and said. Behold the king’s spear! 
and let one of the young men come over and 
fetch it. The Lord render to every man Ms 
righteousness and Ms faithfulness : for the 
Lord delivered thee into my hand to day, 
but I would not stretch forth mine hand 
against the Lord’s anointed. And, behold, 
as thy life was much set by this day in mine 
eyes, so let my life be much set by in the 
eyes of the Lord, and let him deliver me 
out of all tribulation. Then Saul said to 
David, Blessed be thou, my son David: thou 
shalt both do great things, and also shalt still 
prevail. So David went on Ms way, and Saul 
returned to Ms place. 


A TOWN IN A FOREIGN LAND 

BECOMES THE HEADQUARTERS OF GOD’S CAUSE 

i SAMUEL CHAPTERS 27, i— 31, 13 

Who could have thought that God’s anointed king would mature his plans y and gather 
around him an Israelitish band of trusty supporters , in the land of the Philistines? Or 
that David’s first house would be among the enemies of Ms people 9 and be provided by 
them? Surprising things happen in the working out of God’s purposes , and not the 
least surprising is the part played by those who look upon themselves as Philistines . 


1ND David said in his heart, 1 shall 

l\ now perish one day by the hand 
Saul: there is nothing better 
jt JL for me than that I should speedily 
escape into the land of the Philistines; 
and Saul shall despair of me, to seek me 
any more in any coast of Israel: so shall 
I escape out of his hand. And David arose, 
and he passed over with the six hundred 
men that were with him unto Achish, the 
son of Maoch, king of Gath, And David 
dwelt with Achish at Gath, he and his men, 
every man with his household, even David 
with Ms two wives, AMnoam the Jezreel- 
itess, and Abigail the Carmelitess, NabaTs 
wife. And it was told Saul that David was 
fled to Gath: and he sought no more again 
for him. 

Ziklag 

And David said unto AcMsh, If I have 
now found grace in thine eyes, let them give 
me a place in some town in the country, that 
I may dwell there: for why should thy ser- 
vant dwell in the royal city with thee? Then 
AcMsh gave Mm Ziklag 1 that day: wherefore 
Ziklag pertaineth unto the kings of Judah 
unto tMs day. And the time that David 
dwelt in the country of the Philistines was a 
full year and four months. 

And David and Ms men went up, and in- 
vaded the Geshurites, and the Gezrites, and 
the Amalekites : for those nations were of old 
the inhabitants of the land, as thou goest to 
Shur, even unto the land of Egypt. And 
David smote the land, and left neither man 
nor woman alive, and took away the sheep, 
and the oxen, and the asses, and the camels, 
and the apparel, and returned, and came to 


AcMsh. And AcMsh said, WMther have ye 
made a road to day? And David said. Against 
the south of Judah, and against the south of 
the Jerahmeelites, and against the south of 
the Kenites. And David saved neither man 
nor woman alive, to bring tidings to Gath, 
saying. Lest they should tell on us, saying. 
So did David, and so will be Ms manner all 
the while he dwelleth in the country of the 
PMlistines. And AcMsh believed David, 
saying. He hath made Ms people Israel utterly 
to abhor him; therefore he shall be my ser- 
vant for ever. 

And it came to pass in those days, that the 
Philistines gathered their armies together for 
warfare, to fight with Israel. And AcMsh 
said unto David, Know thou assuredly, that 
thou shalt go out with me to battle, thou and 
thy men. And David said to Achish, Surely 
thou shalt know what thy servant can do. 
And AcMsh said to David, Therefore will I 
make thee keeper of mine head for ever* 

En~dor 

Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had 
lamented him, and buried him in Ramah, 
even in Ms own city. And Saul had put 
away those that had familiar spirits, and the 
wizards, out of the land. And the Philistines 
gathered themselves together, and came and 
pitched in Shunem: and Saul gathered all 
Israel together, and they pitched in Gilboa, 
And when Saul saw the host of the Philis- 
tines, he was afraid, and Ms heart greatly- 
trembled. And when Saul inquired of the 
Lord, the Lord answered him not, neither 
by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets. 
Then said Saul unto Ms servants. Seek me 


1 Thus David became the possessor of a family estate, a kind of feudal lord, and here, with his household 
established, his wanderings over, his army increasing, the fou n dations of his kingdom were laid, or were 
taking shape. 
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a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I 
may go to her, and inquire of her. And his 
servants said to him. Behold, there is a 
woman that hath a familiar spirit at En-dor. 1 

And Saul disguised himself, and put on 
other raiment, and he went, and two men 
with him, and they came to the woman by 
night: and he said, I pray thee, divine unto 
me by the familiar spirit, and bring me him 
up, whom I shall name unto thee. And the 
woman said unto him, Behold, thou knowest 
what Saul hath done, how he hath cut off 
those that have familiar spirits, and the 
wizards, out of the land: wherefore then 
layest thou a snare for my life, to cause me 
to die? And Saul sware to her by the Lord, 
saying, As the Lord liveth, there shall no 
punishment happen to thee for this thing. 
Then said the woman, Whom shall I bring 
up unto thee? And he said, Bring me up 
Samuel. And when the woman saw Samuel, 
she cried with a loud voice : and the woman 
spake to Saul, saying, Why hast thou de- 
ceived me? for thou art Saul. And the king 
said unto her, Be not afraid : for what sawest 
thou? And the woman said unto Saul, I saw 
gods ascending out of the earth. And he said 
unto her, What form is he of? And she said. 
An old man cometh up; and he is covered 
with a mantle. And Saul perceived that it 
was Samuel, and he stooped with his face 
to the ground, and bowed himself. 

And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou 
disquieted me, to bring me up? And Saul 
answered, I am sore distressed; for the Phil- 
istines make war against me, and God is de- 
parted from me, and answereth me no more, 
neither by prophets, nor by dreams : there- 
fore I have called thee, that thou mayest 
make known unto me what I shall do. Then 
said Samuel, Wherefore then dost thou ask 
of me, seeing the Lord is departed from 
thee, and is become thine enemy? And the 
Lord hath done to him, as he spake by me: 
for the Lord hath rent the kingdom out of 
thine hand, and given it to thy neighbour, 
even to David: because thou obeyedst not 
the voice of the Lord, nor executedst his 
fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore hath 
the Lord done this thing unto thee this day. 
Moreover the Lord will also deliver Israel 
with thee into the hand of the Philistines: 
and to morrow shalt thou and thy sons be 


with me : the Lord also shall deliver the host 
of Israel into the hand of the Philistines. 

Then Saul fell straightway all along on the 
earth, and was sore afraid, because of the 
words of Samuel: and there was no strength 
in him ; for he had eaten no bread all the day, 
nor all the night. And the woman came unto 
Saul, and saw that he was sore troubled, and 
said unto him. Behold, thine handmaid hath 
obeyed thy voice, and I have put my life in 
my hand, and have hearkened unto thy 
words which thou spakest unto me. Now 
therefore, I pray thee, hearken thou also 
unto the voice of thine handmaid, and let me 
set a morsel of bread before thee; and eat, 
that thou mayest have strength, when thou 
goest on thy way. But he refused, and said, 
I will not eat. But his servants, together 
with the woman, compelled him; and he 
hearkened unto their voice. So he arose 
from the earth, and sat upon the bed. And 
the woman had a fat calf in the house; and 
she hasted, and killed it, and took flour, and 
kneaded it, and did bake unleavened bread 
thereof: and she brought it before Saul, and 
before his servants; and they did eat. Then 
they rose up, and went away that night. 

Aphek 

Now the Philistines gathered together all 
their armies to Aphek: and the Israelites 
pitched by a fountain which is in Jezreel. 
And the lords of the Philistines passed on by 
hundreds, and by thousands : but David and 
his men passed on in the rereward with 
Achish. Then said the princes of the Phil- 
istines, What do these Hebrews here? And 
Achish said unto the princes of the Philis- 
tines, Is not this David, the servant of Saul 
the king of Israel, which hath been with me 
these days, or these years, and I have found 
no fault in him since he fell unto me unto 
this day? And the princes of the Philistines 
were wroth with him: and the princes of the 
Philistines said unto him. Make this fellow 
return, that he may go again to his place 
which thou hast appointed him, and let him 
not go down with us to battle, lest in the 
battle he be an adversary to us : for where- 
with should he reconcile himself unto his 
master? should it not be with the heads of 
these men ? Is not this David, of whom they 
sang one to another in dances, saying. 


1 This incident does not prove the case either for or against spiritualism. It merely shows there were people 
then, as there are now, who believe in necromancy. Alas, that human nature should turn to such futile 
practices for help in its direst need! Saul saw nothing, and heard nothing he did not already know or fear. 

336 



Saul slew his thousands* 

And David his ten thousands? 

Then Achish called David, and said unto 
him* Surely* as the Lord liveth* thou hast 
been upright* and thy going out and thy 
coming in with me in the host is good in my 
sight: for I have not found evil in thee since 
the day of thy coming unto me unto this 
day: nevertheless the lords favour thee not. 
Wherefore now return* and go in peace, that 
thou displease not the lords of the Philistines. 
And David said unto Achdsh, But what have 
I done? and what hast thou found in thy 
servant so long as I have been with thee 
unto this day* that I may not go fight against 
the enemies of my lord the king? And 
Achish answered and said to David, I know 
that thou art good in my sight* as an angel 
of God: notwithstanding the princes of the 
Philistines have said. He shall not go up with 
us to the battle. Wherefore now rise up early 
in the morning with thy master’s servants 
that are come with thee: and as soon as ye 
be up early in the morning* and have light* 
depart. So David and his men rose up early 
to depart in the morning* to return into the 
land of the Philistines. And the Philistines 
went up to Jezreel. 

Ziklag 

And it came to pass* when David and his 
men were come to Ziklag on the third day* 
that the Amalekites had invaded the south* 
and Ziklag* and smitten Ziklag* and burned 
it with fire; and had taken the women cap- 
tives* that were therein: they slew not any* 
either great or small* but carried them away, 
and went on their way. So David and his 
men came to the city* and* behold, it was 
burned with fire; and their wives, and their 
sons* and their daughters, were taken cap- 
tives. Then David and the people that were 
with him lifted up their voice and wept, 
until they had no more power to weep. And 
David’s two wives were taken captives, Ahin- 
oam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the wife of 
Nabal the Carmelite. And David was greatly 
distressed; for the people spake of stoning 
him, because the soul of all the people was 
grieved* every man for his sons and for his 
daughters: but David encouraged himself in 
the Lord his God. 1 

And David said to Abiathar the priest, 


i SAMUEL 30, 20 

Ahimelech’s son, I pray thee, bring me 
hither the ephod. And Abiathar brought 
thither the ephod to David. And David in- 
quired at the Lord* saying. Shall I pursue 
after this troop? shall I overtake them? And 
he answered him. Pursue: for thou shalt 
surely overtake them, and without fail re- 
cover all. So David went, he and the six 
hundred men that were with him* and came 
to the brook Besor* where those that were 
left behind stayed. But David pursued* he 
and four hundred men: for two hundred 
abode behind* which were so faint that they 
could not go over the brook Besor. 

And they found an Egyptian in the field* 
and brought him to David, and gave him 
bread, and he did eat; and they made him 
drink water; and they gave him a piece of a 
cake of figs, and two clusters of raisins: and 
when he had eaten, his spirit came again to 
him: for he had eaten no bread, nor drank 
any water, three days and three nights. And 
David said unto him, To whom belongest 
thou? and whence art thou? And he said* 
I am a young man of Egypt, servant to an 
Amalekite; and my master left me, because 
three days agone I fell sick. We made an 
invasion upon the south of the Cherethites* 
and upon the coast which belonged! to 
Judah, and upon the south of Caleb; and we 
burned Ziklag with fire. And David said to 
him* Canst thou bring me down to this com- 
pany? And he said* Swear unto me by God* 
that thou wilt neither kill me* nor deliver me 
into the hands of my master* and I will bring 
thee down to this company. 

And when he had brought him down* be- 
hold, they were spread abroad upon all the 
earth, eating and drinking, and dancing* 
because of all the great spoil that they had 
taken out of the land of the Philistines, and 
out of the land of Judah. And David smote 
them from the twilight even unto the even- 
ing of the next day: and there escaped not a 
man of them, save four hundred young men* 
which rode upon camels, and fled. And 
David recovered all that the Amalekites had 
carried away: and David rescued his two 
wives. And there was nothing lacking to 
them, neither small nor great* neither sons 
nor daughters, neither spoil* nor any thing 
that they had taken to them: David re- 
covered all. And David took all the flocks 
and the herds, which they drave before 


1 One of the keynotes of his character. Alone, threatened with stoning, he finds courage and confidence 
in his contact with God. 



i SAMUEL 30, 20 

those other cattle, and said, This is David's 
spoiL 

Memories of Home Towns 

And David came to the two hundred men , 
which were so faint that they could not follow 
David, whom they had made also to abide at 
the brook Besor: and they went forth to 
meet David, and to meet the people that 
were with him: and when David came near 
to the people, he saluted them. Then an- 
swered all the wicked men and men of Belial, 
of those that went with David, and said, 
Because they went not with us, we will not 
give them ought of the spoil that we have 
recovered, save to every man his wife and his 
children, that they may lead them away, and 
depart. Then said David, Ye shall not do so, 
my brethren, with that which the Lord hath 
given us, who hath preserved us, and de- 
livered the company that came against us 
into our hand. For who will hearken unto 
you in this matter? but as his part is that 
goeth down to the battle, so shall his part 
be that tarrieth by the stuff: they shall part 
alike. And it was so from that day forward, 
that he made it a statute and an ordinance 
for Israel unto this day. 

And when David came to Ziklag, he sent 
of the spoil unto the elders of Judah, even 
to his friends, saying. Behold a present for 
you of the spoil of the enemies of the Lord; 
to them which were in Beth-el, and to them 
which were in south Ramoth, and to them 
which were in Jattir, and to them which 
were in Aroer, and to them which were in 
Siphmoth, and to them which were in Eshte- 
moa, and to them which were in Rachal, and 
to them which were in the cities of the Jerah- 
meelites, and to them which were in the 
cities of the Kenites, and to them which 
were in Hormah, and to them which were in 
Chor-ashan, and to them which were in 
Athach, and to them which were in Hebron, 
and to all the places where David himself 
and his men were wont to haunt. 


Towns of Shame and Honour 

Now the Philistines fought against Israel: 
and the men of Israel fled from before the 
Philistines, and fell down slain in mount 
Gilboa. And the Philistines followed hard 
upon Saul and upon his sons; and the Phil- 
istines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and 
Maichishua, Saul's sons. And the battle 
went sore against Saul, and the archers hit 
him; and he was sore wounded of the 
archers. Then said Saul unto his armour- 
bearer, Draw thy sword, and thrust me 
through therewith; lest these uncircumcised 
come and thrust me through, and abuse me. 
But his armourbearer would not; for he was 
sore afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword, 
and fell upon it. And when his armour- 
bearer saw that Saul was dead, he fell like- 
wise upon his sword, and died with him. 
So Saul died, and his three sons, and his 
armourbearer, and all his men, that same day 
together. 

And when the men of Israel that were on 
the other side of the valley, and they that 
were on the other side Jordan, saw that the 
men of Israel fled, and that Saul and his sons 
were dead, they forsook the cities, and fled; 
and the Philistines came and dwelt in them. 
And it came to pass on the morrow, when the 
Philistines came to strip the slain, that they 
found Saul and his three sons fallen in 
mount Gilboa. And they cut off his head, 
and stripped off his armour, and sent into the 
land of the Philistines round about, to pub- 
lish it in the house of their idols, and among 
the people. And they put his armour in the 
house of Ashtaroth; and they fastened his 
body to the wall of Beth-shan. And when 
the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard of that 
which the Philistines had done to Saul; all 
the valiant men arose, and went all night, 
and took the body of Saul and the bodies of 
his sons from the wall of Beth-shan, and came 
to Jabesh, and burnt them there. And they 
took their bones, and buried them under a 
tree at Jabesh, and fasted seven days. 
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2 S . U E L 

WHEN GOD’S PEOPLE START BUILDING CITIES 
HE UNFOLDS TO THEM A CITY’S TRUE PLAN 


The story moves on . We have left the towns and are now in cities; and how different 
are these cities! To begin with we are shown a very old city, one of the oldest in the 
world j and then, by way of contrast, a city so new that as we enter it we meet the builders 
planning its development 

In the ordinary way it is our custom , when we visit a city for the first time, to look 
at its outstanding features, and to measure its material greatness by the grandeur of its 
architecture, or the efficiency of its organization . But the moment we enter one of these 
Bible cities the finger of revelation turns our eyes in another direction . It points, as it 
did when we passed through the little towns, to the people who live there, to the human 
beings who are striving to make a living, yet know not what they live for. Make no 
mistake . What we are asked to observe, as we go through these pages about the Bible 
cities, is not the human interest of the Bible but the human tragedy of the cities— the 
fact that the city*$ material development counts for more than the divine destiny of its 
citizens . It is the citizens , not the city, that God is concerned about. Look at them. 
He says. Are they not all My children, and more to me than all your businesses and 
buildings? Are they not your brothers, too? Yet, what is the position? Answer Me, 
in every city you come to . 

Let no me think he can evade the question when he comes to any of the cities of the 
modem world . Naturally the Bible could not name every place, but it takes us along a 
short stretch of road and by means of a few concrete examples shows us how to look at all 
cities . And it would be unfitting for us to look with different eyes upon any of the 
cities we live in or pass through . 


SAD TIDINGS 

N OW it came to pass after the death 
of Saul, when David was returned 
from the slaughter of the Amalek- 
ites, and David had abode two days 
in Ziklag; it came even to pass on the third 
day, that, behold, a man came out of the camp 
from Saul with his clothes rent, and earth 
upon his head: and so it was, when he came 
to David, that he fell to the earth, and did 
obeisance. And David said unto him. From 
whence comest thou? And he said unto him. 
Out of the camp of Israel am I escaped. And 
David said unto him. How went the matter? 
I pray thee, tell me. And he answered. That 
the people are fled from the battle, and many 
of the people also are fallen and dead; and 
Saul and Jonathan his son are dead also. And 
David said unto the young man that told him. 


2 Samuel 1 , 1-27 

How knowest thou that Saul and Jonathan 
his son be dead? And the young man that 
told him said. As I happened by chance upon 
mount Gilboa, behold, Saul leaned upon his 
spear; and, lo, the chariots and horsemen fol- 
lowed hard after him. And when he looked 
behind him, he saw me, and called unto me. 
And I answered, Here am I. And he said 
unto me, Who art thou? And I answered 
him, I am an Amalekite. He said unto me 
again. Stand, I pray thee, upon me, and slay 
me: for anguish is come upon me, because 
my life is yet whole in me. So I stood upon 
him, and slew him, because I was sure that 
he could not live after that he was fallen : and 
I took the crown that was upon his head, and 
the bracelet that was on his arm, and have 
brought them hither unto my lord. 



Hebron links the story of the little towns to that of the great cities 


Then David took hold on his clothes, and 
rent them; and likewise all the men that were 
with him: and they mourned, and wept, and 
fasted until even, for Saul, and for Jonathan 
his son, and for the people of the Lord, and 
for the house of Israel; because they were 
fallen by the sword. And David said unto 
the young man that told him, Whence art 
thou? And he answered, I am the son of a 
stranger, an Axnalekite. And David said unto 
him. How wast thou not afraid to stretch 
forth thine hand to destroy the Lord’s 
anointed? And David called one of the 
young men, and said, Go near, and fall 
upon him. And he smote him that he died. 
And David said unto him, Thy blood be 
upon thy head; for thy mouth hath testified 
against thee, saying, I have slain the Lord’s 
anointed. 

David's Lament 

And David lamented with this lamentation 
over Saul and over Jonathan his son: (also he 
bade them teach the children of Judah the 
use of the bow: behold, it is written in the 
book of Jasher.) 1 

The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high 
places : 

How are the mighty fallen! 

Tell it not in Gath, 

Publish it not in the streets of Askelon; 

Lest the daughters of the Philistines re- 
joice, 

1 The Book of the Upright. 

2 How noble must have been the spirit of David to 
death of the man who had so often sought to slay him. 


Lest the daughters of the uncircumcised 
triumph. 

Ye mountains of Gilboa, 

Let there be no dew, neither let there be 
rain, upon you, nor fields of offerings: 
For there the shield of the mighty is vilely 
cast away. 

The shield of Saul, as though he had not 
been anointed with oil. ■ 

From the blood of the slain, from the fat 
of the mighty. 

The bow of Jonathan turned not back. 
And the sword of Saul returned not empty. 
Saul and Jonathan were lovely and plea- 
sant in their lives. 

And in their death they were not divided: 
They were swifter than eagles. 

They were stronger than lions. 

Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, 2 
Who clothed you in scarlet, with other de- 
lights, 

Who put on ornaments of gold upon your 
apparel. 

How are the mighty fallen in the midst of 
. the battle! 

0 Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high 
places. 

1 am distressed for thee, my brother Jona- 
than: 

Very pleasant hast thou been unto me: 
Thy love to me was wonderful. 

Passing the love of women. 

How are the mighty fallen. 

And the weapons of war perished! 

write like this, without any feeling of relief at the 



CITIES OF THE PAST 

IN THE LIGHT OF THE DIVINE REVELATION 


2 SAMUEL CHAPTERS 2, i— 5, 5 

We stop at Hebron for a moment * not to see its ancient pool , nor the tree under which 
Abraham pitched his tent, nor the cave where Sarah is buried y but to follow its human 
story, and see the part a man of God played in the tangled web of human relationships . 


1ND it came to pass after this* that 
f\ David inquired of the Lord* saying* 

. f~\ Shall I go up into any of the cities. 
JL jL of Judah? And the Lord said unto 
him* Go up. And David said* Whither shall 
I go up? And he said* Unto Hebron. So 
David went up thither* and his two wives 
also* Ahinoam the Jezreelitess* and Abigail 
NabaTs wife the Carmelite. And his men 
that were with him did David bring up* every 
man with his household: and they dwelt in 
the cities of Hebron. And the men of Judah 
came* and there they anointed David king 
over the house of Judah. 

And they told David* saying* That the men 
of Jabesh-gilead were they that buried Saul. 
And David sent messengers unto the men of 
Jabesh-gilead* and said unto them* Blessed 
be ye of the Lord* that ye have shewed this 
kindness unto your lord* even unto Saul, and 
have buried him. And now the Lord shew 
kindness and truth unto you: and I also will 
requite you this kindness* because ye have 
done this thing. Therefore now let your 
hands be strengthened* and be ye valiant: for 
your master Saul is dead* and also the house 
of Judah have anointed me king over them. 

But Abner the son of Ner* captain of Saul’s 
host* took Ish-bosheth the son of Saul* and 
brought him over to Mahanaim; 1 and made 
him king over Gilead* and over the Ashurites* 
and over Jezreel* and over Ephraim* and over 
Benjamin* and over all Israel. Ish-bosheth 
Saul’s son was forty years old when he began 
to reign over Israel, and reigned two years. 
But the house of Judah followed David. And 
the time that David was king in Hebron over 
the house of Judah was seven years and six 
months. 

Personal Relationships 
And Abner the son of Ner* and the ser- 
vants of Ish-bosheth the son of Saul* went 


out from Mahanaim to Gibeon. And Joab 
the son of Zeruiah, and the servants of David* 
went out* and met together by the pool of 
Gibeon: and they sat down* the one on the 
one side of the pool* and the other on the other 
side of the pool. And Abner said to Joab, Let 
the young men now arise* and play 2 before us. 
And Joab said* Let them arise. Then there 
arose and went over by number twelve of 
Benjamin* which pertained to Ish-bosheth 
the son of Saul* and twelve of the servants 
of David. And they caught every one his 
fellow by the head* and thrust his sword in 
his fellow’s side; so they fell down together: 
wherefore that place was called Helkath- 
hazzurim* which is in Gibeon. And there 
was a very sore battle that day; and Abner 
was beaten* and the men of Israel* before the 
servants of David. 

And there were three sons of Zeruiah there* 
Joab* and Abishai* and Asahel: and Asahel 
was as light of foot as a wild roe. And Asahel 
pursued after Abner; and in going he turned 
not to the right hand nor to the left from fol- 
lowing Abner. Then Abner looked behind 
him* and said* Art thou Asahel? And he 
answered* I am. And Abner said to him* 
Turn thee aside to thy right hand or to thy 
left* and lay thee hold on one of the young 
men* and take thee his armour. But Asahel 
would not turn aside from following of him. 
And Abner said again to Asahel* Turn thee 
aside from following me: wherefore should 
I smite thee to the ground? how then should 
I hold up my face to Joab 3 thy brother ? How- 
beit he refused to turn aside: wherefore Ab- 
ner with the hinder end of the spear smote 
him under the fifth rib* that the spear came 
out behind him; and he fell down there* and 
died in the same place: and It came to pass* 
that as many as came to the place where 
Asahel fell down and died stood still. 

Joab also and Abishai pursued after Abner : 


i s e e p. 344, n. I. 2 Decide the issue in a tournament. 

3 a blood-feud with Joab would lessen the chances of peace. 
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and the sun went down when they were come 
to the hill of Amrnah, that lieth before Giah 
by the way of the wilderness of Gibeon. And 
the children of Benjamin gathered themselves 
together after Abner, and became one troop, 
and stood on the top of an hill. Then Abner 
called to Joab, and said. Shall the sword de- 
vour for ever? knowest thou not that it will 
be bitterness in the latter end? how long shall 
it be then, ere thou bid the people return 
from following their brethren? And Joab 
said. As God liveth, unless thou hadst spoken, 
surely then in the morning the people had 
gone up every one from following his brother. 
So Joab blew a trumpet, and all the people 
stood still, and pursued after Israel no more, 
neither fought they any more. And Abner 
and his men walked all that night through 
the plain, and passed over Jordan, and went 
through all Bithron, and they came to Maha- 
naim. 

And Joab returned from following Abner: 
and when he had gathered all the people to- 
gether, there lacked of David’s servants nine- 
teen men and AsaheL But the servants of 
David had smitten of Benjamin, and of Ab- 
ner’s men, so that three hundred and three- 
score men died. And they took up Asahel, 
and buried him in the sepulchre of his father, 
which was in Beth-lehem. And Joab and his 
men went all night, and they came to Hebron 
at break of day. 

Now there was long war between the house 
of Saul and the house of David : but David 
waxed stronger and stronger, and the house 
of Saul waxed weaker and weaker. 

Family Relationships 

And unto David were sons bom in Hebron : 
and his firstborn was Amnon, of Ahinoam 
the Jezreelitess; and his second, Chileab, of 
Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite; and 
the third, Absalom the son of Maacah the 
daughter of Talmai king of Geshur; and the 
fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith; and 
the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital; and 
the sixth, Ithream, by Eglah David’s wife. 
These were bom to David in Hebron. 

And it came to pass, while there was war 
between the house of Saul and the house of 
David, that Abner made himself strong for 
the house of Saul. And Saul had a concubine, 
whose name was Rizpah, the daughter of 
Aiah: and Ish-bosheth said to Abner, Where- 
fore hast thou gone in unto my father’s con- 
cubine? Then was Abner very wroth for the 


words of Ish-bosheth, and said, Am I a dog’s 
head, which against Judah do shew kindness 
this day unto the house of Saul thy father, to 
his brethren, and to his friends, and have not 
delivered thee into the hand of David, that 
thou chargest me to day with a fault concern- 
ing this woman? So do God to Abner, and 
more also, except, as the Lord hath sworn to 
David, even so I do to him; to translate the 
kingdom from the house of Saul, and to set 
up the throne of David over Israel and over 
Judah, from Dan even to Beer-sheba. And 
he could not answer Abner a word again, be- 
cause he feared him. 

Social Relationships 

And Abner sent messengers to David on 
his behalf, saying. Whose is the land? saying 
also. Make thy league with me, and, behold, 
my hand shall be with thee, to bring about all 
Israel unto thee. And he said. Well; I will 
make a league with thee: but one thing I re- 
quire of thee, that is. Thou shalt not see my 
face, except thou first bring Michal Saul’s 
daughter, when thou comest to see my face. 
And David sent messengers to Ish-bosheth 
Saul’s son, saying. Deliver me my wife Mi- 
chal, which I espoused to me for an hundred 
foreskins of the Philistines. And Ish-bosheth 
sent, and took her from her husband, even 
from Phaltiel the son of Laish. And her hus- 
band went with her along weeping behind 
her to Bahurim, Then said Abner unto him, 
Go, return. And he returned. 

And Abner had communication with the 
elders of Israel, saying. Ye sought for David 
in times past to be king over you: now then 
do it: for the Lord hath spoken of David, 
saying. By the hand of my servant David I 
will save my people Israel out of the hand of 
the Philistines, and out of the hand of all 
their enemies. And Abner also spake in the 
ears of Benjamin: and Abner went also to 
speak in the ears of David in Hebron all that 
seemed good to Israel, and that seemed good 
to the whole house of Benjamin. So Abner 
came to David to Hebron, and twenty men 
with him. And David made Abner and the 
men that were with him a feast. And Abner 
said unto David, I will arise and go, and will 
gather all Israel unto my lord the king, that 
they may make a league with thee, and that 
thou mayest reign over all that thine heart 
desireth. And David sent Abner away; and 
he went in peace. 

And, behold, the servants ofDavid and Joab 
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WHAT GLORIOUS CITIES THE WORLD HAS SEEN 

Some have hem famous for the splendour of their trade y some for the beauty of their 
situation ; others have possessed the magnificence of palaces y the grace of temples , the 
bold outline of fortresses. In a way , they are all glorious , but does a city’s true glory 
lie in any of these things? 


came from pursuing a troop, and brought in 
a great spoil with them: but Abner was not 
with David in Hebron; for he had sent him 
away, and he was gone in peace. When Joab 
and all the host that was with him were come, 
they told Joab, saying, Abner the son of Ner 
came to the king, and he hath sent him away, 
and he is gone in peace. Then Joab came to 
the king, and said. What hast thou done ? be- 
hold, Abner came unto thee; why is it that 
thou hast sent him away, and he is quite gone ? 
Thou knowest Abner the son of Ner, that he 
came to deceive thee, and to know thy going 
out and thy coming in, and to know all that 
thou doest. And when Joab was come out 
from David, he sent messengers after Abner, 
which brought him again from the well of 
Sirah: but David knew it not. 

And when Abner was returned to Hebron, 


Joab took him aside in the gate to speak with 
him quietly, and smote him there under the 
fifth rib, that he died, for the blood of Asahel 
his brother. And afterward when David 
heard it, he said, I and my kingdom are guilt- 
less before the Lord for ever from the blood 
of Abner the son of Ner: let it rest on the 
head of Joab, and on all his father’s house; 
and let there not fail from the house of Joab 
one that hath an issue, or that is a leper, or 
that leaneth on a staff, or that falleth on the 
sword, or that lacketh bread. So Joab and 
Abishai his brother slew Abner, because he 
had slain their brother Asahel at Gibeon in 
the battle. 

And David said to Joab, and to all the 
people that were with him. Rend your 
clothes, and gird you with sackcloth, and 
mourn before Abner. And king David 
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himself followed the bier. And they buried 
Abner in Hebron: and the king lifted up Ms 
voice, and wept at the, grave of Abner; and 
all the people wept. And the king lamented 
over Abner, and said. 

Died Abner as a fool dieth? 

Thy hands were not bound, nor thy feet 
put into fetters: 

As a man falleth before wicked men, so 
fellest thou. 

And all the people wept again over Mm. 
And when all the people came to cause David 
to eat meat wMle it was yet day, David sware, 
saying. So do God to me, and more also, if I 
taste bread, or ought else, till the sun be down. 
And all the people took notice of it, and it 
pleased them: as whatsoever the king did 
pleased all the people. For all the people and 
all Israel understood that day that it was not 
of the king to slay Abner the son of Ner. And 
the king said unto Ms servants, Know ye not 
that there is a prince and a great man fallen 
tMs day in Israel? And I am tMs day weak, 
though anointed king; and these men the 
sons of Zeraiah be too hard for me : the Lord 
shall reward the doer of evil according to Ms 
wickedness. 

Sons and Servants 

And when Saul’s son heard that Abner 
was dead in Hebron, his hands were feeble, 
and all the Israelites were troubled. And 
Saul’s son had two men that were captains 
of bands : the name of the one was Baanah, 
and the name of the other Rechab, the sons 
of Rimmon a BeerotMte, of the cMldren of 
Benjamin: (for Beeroth also was reckoned to 
Benjamin: and the ReerotMtes fled to Git- 
taim, and were sojourners there until tMs 
day.) 

And Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a son that 
was lame of Ms feet. He was five years old 
when the tidings came of Saul and Jonathan 
out of Jezreel, and Ms nurse took Mm up, 
and fled: and it came to pass, as she made 
haste to flee, that he fell, and became lame. 
And Ms name was MepMbosheth. 

And the sons of Rimmon the BeerotMte, 
Rechab and Baanah, went, and came about 
the heat of the day to the house of Ish- 
bosheth, 1 who lay ona bed at noon. And they 
came thither into the midst of the house, as 


though they would have fetched wheat; and 
they smote him under the fifth rib: and 
Rechab and Baanah Ms brother escaped. For 
when they came into the house, he lay on Ms 
bed in Ms bedchamber, and they smote him; 
and slew him, and beheaded him, and took 
Ms head, and gat them away through the 
plain all night. And they brought the head 
of Xsh-bosheth unto David to Hebron, and 
said to the king. Behold the head of Ish- 
bosheth the son of Saul thine enemy, wMch 
sought thy life; and the Lord hath avenged 
my lord the king tMs day of Saul, and of Ms 
seed. And David answered Rechab and Baa- 
nah Ms brother, the sons of Rimmon the 
BeerotMte, and said unto them. As the Lord 
fiveth, who hath redeemed my soul out of all 
adversity, when one told me, saying. Be- 
hold, Saul is dead, thinking to have brought 
good tidings, I took hold of him, and slew 
him in Ziklag, who thought that I would 
have given Mm a reward for Ms tidings; how 
much more, when wicked men have slain a 
righteous person In Ms own house upon Ms 
bed? shall I not therefore now require Ms 
blood of your hand, and take you away from 
the earth ? And David commanded Ms young 
men, and they slew them, and cut off their 
hands and their feet, and hanged them up 
over the pool in Hebron. But they took the 
head of Ish-bosheth, and buried it in the 
sepulchre of Abner in Hebron. 

Political Relationships 

Then came all the tribes of Israel to David 
unto Hebron, and spake, saying. Behold, we 
are thy bone and thy flesh. Also in time past, 
when Saul was king over us, thou wast he 
that leddest out and broughtest in Israel: and 
the Lord said to thee, Thou shalt feed my 
people Israel, and thou shalt be a captain 
over Israel. So all the elders of Israel came 
to the king to Hebron; and king David made 
a league with them in Hebron before the 
Lord: and they anointed David king over 
Israel. 

David was thirty years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned forty years. In 
Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years 
and sk months : and in Jerusalem he reigned 
thirty and three years over all Israel and 
Judah. 


* Which was at Mahanaim (p. 341, n. 1). Interwoven with the story of Hebron and David’s household is the 
story of Mahanaim and the survivors of Saul’s household; a contrast that brings out effectively the difference 
in spirit between the people in each place. 



FUTURE 


CITIES OF THE 

GOD REVEALS A CITY’S TRUE GLORY 

2 SAMUEL CHAPTERS 5, 6—24, 25 

When Jerusalem comes into view it is not as a Holy City . It hardly resembles a city at 
all. It is little more than a stronghold on the brow of a hill . But what a wonderful 
position for a city! No wonder David saw and grasped the opportunity , But what 
kind of a city should he build? Like others he had seen? Yes , but with a temple to 
God finer than that to Dagon in Ashdod , or to any other god in any other city . 

Not so y saith the Lord, This city must be built on different lines. The difference must 
be greater than that between two buildings. The one thing that will distinguish My 
city from all other cities will be the social and spiritual heritage of the people. So y for 
the present^ leave the question of a temple , and make it your aim to build a com- 
munity. Look upon your subjects as sonsy sons of your household even as they are of the 
household of God; and let the sons help one another as members of the same household . 
Your house will I bless. Therein is the spirit that should reign in every home and in 
every city throughout the world. The spirit of close and happy communion with Gody 
of service and warm-hearted friendship to men. 

names of those that were bom unto him in 
Jerusalem; Shammua, and Shobab, and Na- 
than, and Solomon, Ibhar also, and Elishua, 
and Nepheg, and Japhia, and Elishama, and 
Eliada, and Eliphalet. 

The Servant of the Lord 

But when the Philistines heard that they 
had anointed David king over Israel, all the 
Philistines came up to seek David; and David 
heard of it, and went down to the hold. The 
Philistines also came and spread themselves 
in the valley of Rephaim. And David in- 
quired of the Lord, saying. Shall I go up to 
the Philistines? wilt thou deliver them into 
mine hand? And the Lord said unto David, 
Go up : for I will doubtless deliver the Philis- 
tines into thine hand. And David came to 
Baal-perazim, and David smote them there, 
and said. The Lord hath broken forth upon 
mine enemies before me, as the breach of 
waters. Therefore he called the name of that 
place Baal-perazim. And there they left their 
images, and David and his men burned them. 

And the Philistines came up yet again, and 
spread themselves in the valley of Rephaim. 
And when David inquired of the Lord, he 
said, Thou shalt not go up ; but fetch a com- 
pass behind them, and come upon them over 


1ND the king and his men went to 

/% Jerusalem unto the Jebusites, the 
inhabitants of the land: which spake 
JL A. unto David, saying. Except thou 
take away the blind and the lame, thou shalt 
not come in hither: thinking, David cannot 
come in hither. Nevertheless David took 
the strong hold of Zion: the same is the 
city of David. And David said on that day. 
Whosoever getteth up to the gutter, and 
smiteth the Jebusites, and the lame and the 
blind, that are hated of David’s soul, he shall 
be chief and captain. Wherefore they said. 
The blind and the lame shall not come into 
the house. So David dwelt in the fort, and 
called it the city of David. And David built 
round about from Millo and inward. And 
David went on, and grew great, and the Lord 
God of hosts was with him. 

And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers 
to David, and cedar trees, and carpenters, 
and masons: and they built David an house. 
And David perceived that the Lord had 
established him king over Israel, and that 
he had exalted his kingdom for his people 
Israel’s sake. 

And David took him more concubines and 
wives out of Jerusalem, after lie was come 
from Hebron: and there were yet sons and 
daughters born to David. And these be the 
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against the mulberry trees. And let it be, 
when thou hearest the sound of a going in 
the tops of the mulberry trees, that then thou 
shalt bestir thyself: for then shall the Lord 
go out before thee, to smite the host of the 
Philistines. And David did so, as the Lord 
had commanded him; and smote the Philis- 
tines from Geba until thou come to Gazer, 

From House to House 

Again, David gathered together all the 
chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. And 
David arose, and went with all the people 
that were with him from Baale of Judah, to 
bring up from thence the ark of God, whose 
name is called by the name of the Lord of 
hosts that dweileth between the cherubims. 
And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, 
and brought it out of the house of Abinadab 
that was in Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the 
sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart. And 
they brought it out of the house of Abinadab 
which was at Gibeah, accompanying the ark 
of God: and Ahio went before the ark. And 
David and all the house of Israel played be- 
fore the Lord on all manner of instruments 
made of fir wood, even on harps, and on 
psalteries, and on timbrels, and on comets, 
and on cymbals. 

And when they came to Nachon’s thresh- 
ingfloor, Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark 
of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen 
shook it. And the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Uzzah ; 1 and God smote him 
there for his error; and there he died by the 
ark of God. And David was displeased, be- 
cause the Lord had made a breach upon 
Uzzah: and he called the name of the place 
Perez-uzzah to this day. And David was 
afraid of the Lord that day, and said. How 
shall the ark of the Lord come to me? So 
David would not remove the ark of the Lord 
unto him into the city of David: but David 
carried it aside into the house of Obed-edom 
the Gittite. And the ark of the Lord con- 
tinued in the house of Obed-edom the Git- 
tite three months: and the Lord blessed 
Obed-edom, and all his household. 

And it was told king David, saying, The 
Lord hath blessed the house of Obed-edom, 
and all that pertaineth unto him, because of 


the ark of God. So David went and brought 
up the ark of God from the house of Obed- 
edom into the city of David with gladness. 
And it was so, that when they that bare the 
ark of the Lord had gone six paces, he sacri- 
ficed oxen and fatlings. And David danced 
before the Lord with all his might; and 
David was girded with a linen ephod. So 
David and all the house of Israel brought up 
the ark of the Lord with shouting, and with 
the sound of the trumpet. 

The People Blessed 

And as the ark of the Lord came into the 
city of David, Michal Saul’s daughter looked 
through a window, and saw king David leap- 
ing and dancing before the Lord; and she 
despised him in her heart. And they brought 
in the ark of the Lord, and set it in his place, 
in the midst of the tabernacle that David had 
pitched for it: and David offered burnt offer- 
ings and peace offerings before the Lord. 
And as soon as David had made an end of 
offering burnt offerings and peace offerings, 
he blessed the people in the name of the 
Lord of hosts. And he dealt among all the 
people, even among the whole multitude of 
Israel, as well to the women as men, to every 
one a cake of bread, and a good piece of flesh, 
and a flagon of wine. So all the people de- 
parted every one to his house. 

Communal Dancing 

Then David returned to bless his house- 
hold. And Michal the daughter of Saul came 
out to meet David, and said. How glorious 
was the king of Israel to day, who uncovered 
himself to day in the eyes of the handmaids 
of his servants, as one of the vain fellows 
shamelessly uncovereth himself! And David 
said unto Michal, It was before the Lord, 
which chose me before thy father, and before 
all his house, to appoint me ruler over the 
people of the Lord, over Israel: therefore 
will I play before the Lord. And I will yet be 
more vile than thus, and will be base in mine 
own sight: and of the maidservants which 
thou hast spoken of, of them shall I be had 
in honour. Therefore Michal the daughter 
of Saul had no child unto the day of her 
death. 


1 Attempts have been made to explain Uzzah’s death by attributing it to an accident or sudden shock. 
But in narratives so old and short as this it is better to content ourselves with a plain statement of the 
popular belief which the story reflects, *None ought to carry the ark of God but the Levites.* (1 Chron. 15, 
2, 13). It was wrong and dangerous for others to touch it. 



The House of David 

And it came to pass, when the king sat in 
his house, and the Lord had given him rest 
round about from all his enemies; that the 
king said unto Nathan the prophet. See now, 
I dwell in an house of cedar, but the ark of 
God dwelleth within curtains. And Nathan 
said to the king. Go, do all that is in thine 
heart; for the Lord is with thee. 

And it came to pass that night, that the 
word of the Lord came unto Nathan, saying. 
Go and tell my servant David, Thus saith the 
Lord, Shalt thou build me an house for me 
to dwell in? Whereas I have not dwelt in any 
house since the time that I brought up the 
children of Israel out of Egypt, even to this 
day, but have walked in a tent and in a taber- 
nacle, In all the places wherein I have walked 
with all the children of Israel spake I a word 
with any of the tribes of Israel, whom I com- 
manded to feed my people Israel, saying. 
Why build ye not me an house of cedar? 
Now therefore so shalt thou say unto my 
servant David, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
I took thee from the sheepcote, from follow- 
ing the sheep, to be ruler over my people, 
over Israel: and I was with thee whitherso- 
ever thou wentest, and have cut off all thine 
enemies out of thy sight, and have made thee 
a great name, like unto the name of the great 
men that are in the earth. Moreover I will 
appoint a place for my people Israel, and will 
plant them, that they may dwell in a place of 
their own, and move no more; neither shall 
the children of wickedness afflict them any 
more, as beforetime, and as since the time 
that I commanded judges to be over my 
people Israel, and have caused thee to rest 
from all thine enemies. Also the Lord telleth 
thee that he will make thee an house, 1 And 
when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt 
sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed 
after thee, which shall proceed out of thy 
bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. He 
shall build an house for my name, and I will 
stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever. 
I will be his father, and he shall be my son. 
If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him 
with the rod of men, and with the stripes of 
the children of men: but my mercy shall not 
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depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, 
whom I put away before thee. And thine 
house and thy kingdom shall be established 
for ever before thee: thy throne shall be 
established for ever. According to all these 
words, and according to all this vision, so did 
Nathan speak unto David. 

Then went king David in, and sat before 
the Lord, and he said. Who ami, O Lord 
God? and what is my house, that thou hast 
brought me hitherto? And this was yet a 
small thing in thy sight, O Lord God; but 
thou hast spoken also of thy servant’s house 
for a great while to come. And is this the 
manner of man, O Lord God? And what 
can David say more unto thee? for thou. 
Lord God, knowest thy servant. For thy 
word’s sake, and according to thine own 
heart, hast thou done all these great things, 
to make thy servant know them. Wherefore 
thou art great, O Lord God: for there is 
none like thee, neither is there any God be- 
side thee, according to all that we have heard 
with our ears. And what one nation in the 
earth is like thy people, even like Israel, whom 
God went to redeem for a people to himself, 
and to make him a name, and to do for you 
great things and terrible, for thy land, before 
thy people, which thou redeemedst to thee 
from Egypt, from the nations and their gods ? 
For thou hast confirmed to thyself thy people 
Israel to be a people unto thee for ever: and 
thou. Lord, art become their God. And 
now, O Lord God, the word that thou hast 
spoken concerning thy servant, and concern- 
ing his house, establish it for ever, and do as 
thou hast said. And let thy name be magni- 
fied for ever, saying, The Lord of hosts is 
the God over Israel: and let the house of thy 
servant David be established before thee. 
For thou, O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, 
hast revealed to thy servant, saying, I will 
build thee an house: therefore hath thy ser- 
vant found in his heart to pray this prayer 
unto thee. And now, O Lord God, thou art 
that God, and thy words be true, and thou 
hast promised this goodness unto thy ser- 
vant: therefore now let it please thee to bless 
the house of thy servant, that it may con- 
tinue for ever before thee: for thou, 0 Lord 
God, hast spoken it: and with thy blessing 


1 The key to this page is to be found in the meaning of this word house* David uses it at first in the sense 
of a building. The prophet uses it to describe the Davidic dynasty. In view of the N.T. teaching (1 Cor. 3, 16; 
Eph. 2, 19) and the fact that underlying the conversations there is the thought of the House of Israel as well 
as of the House of God and the House of David, we have tried to bring out the significance to the community 
of the promise made to the family of David. 
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let the house of thy servant be blessed for 
ever. 

Strength and Justice 

And after this it came to pass, that David 
smote the Philistines, and subdued them: 
and David took Metheg-ammah out of the 
hand of the Philistines. And he smote Moab, 
and measured them with a line, casting them 
down to the ground; even with two lines 
measured he to put to death, and with one 
full line to keep alive. And so the Moabites 
became David’s servants, and brought gifts. 

David smote also Hadadezer, the son of 
Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went to recover 
Ms border at the river Euphrates . And David 
took from him a thousand chariots, and seven 
hundred horsemen, and twenty thousand 
footmen: and David houghed all the chariot 
horses, but reserved of them for an hundred 
chariots. And when the Syrians of Damascus 
came to succour Hadadezer king of Zobah, 
David slew of the Syrians two and twenty 
thousand men. Then David put garrisons in 
Syria of Damascus : and the Syrians became 
servants to David, and brought gifts. And 
the Lord preserved David whithersoever he 
went. And David took the shields of gold 
that were on the servants of Hadadezer, and 
brought them to Jerusalem. And from 
Betah, and from Berothai, cities of Hadad- 
ezer, king David took exceeding much 
brass. 

When Toi king of Hamath heard that 
David had smitten all the host of Hadad- 
ezer, then Toi sent Joram Ms son unto king 
David, to salute him, and to bless him, be- 
cause he had fought against Hadadezer, and 
smitten him: for Hadadezer had wars with 
Toi. And Joram brought with him vessels 
of silver, and vessels of gold, and vessels of 
brass; wMch also king David did dedicate 1 
unto the Lord, with the silver and gold that 
he had dedicated of all nations which he 
subdued; of Syria, and of Moab, and of the 
children of Ammon, and of the Philistines, 
and of Amalek, and of the spoil of Hadad- 
ezer, son of Rehob, king of Zobah. And 
David gat him a name when he returned 
from smiting of the Syrians in the valley of 
salt, being eighteen thousand men. And he 
put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom 
put he garrisons, and all they of Edom be- 
came David’s servants. And the Lord pre- 
served David wMthersoever he went. 


And David reigned over all Israel; and 
David executed judgment and justice unto 
all his people. And Joab the son of Zeruiah 
was over the host; and Jehoshaphat the son 
of AMlud was recorder; and Zadok the son 
of AMtub, and Ahimelech the son of Abia- 
thar, were the priests; and Seraiah was the 
scribe; and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was 
over both the CheretMtes and the PeletMtes; 
and David’s sons were chief rulers. 

Loving-kindness 

And David said. Is there yet any that is 
left of the house of Saul, that I may shew 
him kindness for Jonathan’s sake? And there 
was of the house of Saul a servant whose 
name was Ziba. And when they had called 
him unto David, the king said unto Mm, Art 
thou Ziba? And he said. Thy servant is he. 
And the king said. Is there not yet any of the 
house of Saul, that I may shew the kindness 
of God unto him? And Ziba said unto the 
king, Jonathan hath yet a son, wMch is lame 
on Ms feet. And the king said unto him, 
Where is he? And Ziba said unto the king. 
Behold, he is in the house of Machir, the son 
of Ammiel, in Lo- debar. Then king David 
sent, and fetched him out of the house of 
MacMr, the son of Ammiel, from Lo-debar. 
Now when MepMbosheth, the son of Jona- 
than, the son of Saul, was come unto David, 
he fell on Ms face, and did reverence. And 
David said, MepMbosheth. And he an- 
swered, Behold thy servant! And David said 
unto him. Fear not: for I will surely shew 
thee kindness for Jonathan thy father’s sake, 
and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy 
father; and thou shalt eat bread at my table 
continually. And he bowed himself, and 
said. What is thy servant, that thou shouldest 
look upon such a dead dog as I am? 

Then the king called to Ziba, Saul’s ser- 
vant, and said unto Mm, I have given unto 
thy master’s son all that pertained to Saul 
and to all Ms house. Thou therefore, and 
thy sons, and thy servants, shall till the land 
for him, and thou shalt bring in the fruits, 
that thy master’s son may have food to eat: 
but MepMbosheth thy master’s son shall eat 
bread alway at my table. Now Ziba had 
fifteen sons and twenty servants. Then said 
Ziba unto the king. According to all that my 
lord the king hath commanded Ms servant, 
so shall thy servant do. As for MepMbosheth, 


1 The picture of Jerusalem on this page is indeed that of a City of Dreams. 
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WILL THE CITIES OF TO-MORROW BE AFTER GOD’S PLAN? 


Great changes are taking place in our cities to-day, and the significant thing is that it 
is not just the face of the city which is being altered, and not just business interests that 
are being considered, but that a new spirit has invaded the city, and is humanizing it. 


said the king, he shall eat at my table, as one 
of the king’s sons. And Mephibosheth had 
a young son, whose name was Micha. And 
all that dwelt in the house of Ziba were ser- 
vants unto Mephibosheth. So Mephibosheth 
dwelt in Jerusalem : for he did eat continually 
at the king’s table; and was lame on both his 
feet. 

A Friendly Spirit 

And it came to pass after this, that the king 
of the children of Ammon died, and Hanun 
his son reigned in his stead. Then said 
David, I will shew kindness unto Hanun the 


son of Nahash, as his father shewed kindness 
unto me. And David sent to comfort him by 
the hand of his servants for his father. And 
David’s servants came into the land of the 
children of Ammon. And the princes of the 
children of Ammon said unto Hanun their 
lord, Thinkest thou that David doth honour 
thy father, that he hath sent comforters unto 
thee? hath not David rather sent his servants 
unto thee, to search the city, and to spy it 
out, and to overthrow it? Wherefore Hanun 
took David’s servants, and shaved off the one 
half of their beards, and cut off their gar- 
ments in the middle, even to their buttocks. 
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and sent them away. When they told it unto 
David, he sent to meet them, because the 
men were greatly ashamed; and the king 
said. Tarry at Jericho until your beards be 
grown, and then return. 

And when the children of Ammon saw 
that they stank before David, the children 
of Ammon sent and hired the Syrians of 
Beth-rehob, and the Syrians of Zoba, twenty 
thousand footmen, and of king Maacah a 
thousand men, and of Ish-tob twelve thou- 
sand men. And when David heard of it, he 
sent Joab, and all the host of the mighty men. 
And the children of Ammon came out, and 
put the battle in array at the entering in of 
the gate; and the Syrians of Zoba, and of 
Rehob, and Ish-tob, and Maacah, were by 
themselves in the field. 

When Joab saw that the front of the battle 
was against him before and behind, he chose 
of all the choice men of Israel, and put them 
in array against the Syrians: and the rest of 
the people he delivered into the hand of 
Abishai his brother, that he might put them 
in array against the children of Ammon. And 
he said, If the Syrians be too strong for me, 
then thou shalt help me: but if the children 
of Ammon be too strong for thee, then I will 
come and help thee. Be of good courage, and 
let us play the men for our people, and for 
the cities of our God; and the Lord do that 
which seemeth him good. And Joab drew 
nigh, and the people that were with him. 


unto the battle against the Syrians : and they 
fled before him. And when the children of 
Ammon saw that the Syrians were fled, then 
fled they also before Abishai, and entered 
into the city. So Joab returned from the 
children of Ammon, and came to Jerusalem. 

And when the Syrians saw that they were 
smitten before Israel, they gathered them- 
selves together. And Hadarezer sent, and 
brought out the Syrians that were beyond 
the river; and they came to Helam; and 
Shobach the captain of the host of Hadarezer 
went before them. And when it was told 
David, he gathered all Israel together, and 
passed over Jordan, and came to Helam. 
And the Syrians set themselves in array 
against David, and fought with him. And 
the Syrians fled before Israel; and David 
slew the men of seven hundred chariots of 
the Syrians, and forty thousand horsemen, 
and smote Shobach the captain of their host, 
who died there. And when all the kings that 
were servants to Hadarezer saw that they 
were smitten before Israel, they made peace 
with Israel, and served them. So the Syrians 
feared to help the children of Ammon any 
more. 

And it came to pass, after the year was 
expired, at the time when kings go forth to 
battle, that David sent Joab, and his servants 
with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed 
the children of Ammon, and besieged Rab- 
bah. But David tarried still at Jerusalem. 


THE CURSE OF CITIES 2 Samuel 11, 2-20, 2 

We are not hurried through Jerusalem, for we have much to learn from this first attempt 
to build a city after God's plan. We have seen the good start that was made, and been 
in the home that was designed to set the tone and standard of the city . Suddenly the 
scene is changed, and Jerusalem is as full of sorrow and strife as any other city. But we 
see here what we are not always able to discern in other cities, that the cause of the 
trouble is sin. . 


AND it came to pass in an eveningtide, that her house. And the woman conceived, and 

David arose from off his bed, and walked sent and told David, and said, I am with 

upon the roof of the king’s house: and from child. 

the roof he saw a woman washing herself; 

and the woman was very beautiful to look ^ Broken Home 




upon. And David sent and inquired after 
the woman. And one said. Is not this Rath- 
sheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite? And David sent mes- 
and took her ; and she came in unto 
he lay with her; for she was purified 
uncleanness : and she returned unto 



And David sent to Joab, saying. Send me 
Uriah the Hittite. And Joab sent Uriah to 
David. And when Uriah was come unto 
him, David demanded of him how Joab did, 
and how the people did, and how the war 
prospered. And David said to Uriah, Go 
down to thy house, and wash thy feet. And 


Uriah departed out of the king’s house* and 
there followed him a mess of meat from the 
king* But Uriah slept at the door of the 
king’s house with all the servants of his lord* 
and went not down to his house. And when 
they had told David* saying* Uriah went not 
down unto his house* David said unto Uriah* 
Camest thou hot from thy journey? why then 
didst thou not go down unto thine house? 
And Uriah said unto David* The ark* and 
Israel* and Judah* abide in tents; and my 
lord Joab* and the servants of my lord* are 
encamped in the open fields; shall I then go 
into mine house* to eat and to drink* and to 
lie with my wife? as thou livest* and as thy 
soul liveth* I will not do this thing. And 
David said to Uriah* Tarry here to day also* 
and to morrow I will let thee depart. So 
Uriah abode in Jerusalem that day* and the 
morrow. And when David had called him* 
he did eat and drink before him; and he 
made him drunk: and at even he went out to 
lie on his bed with the servants of his lord* 
but went not down to his house. 

And it came to pass in the morning* that 
David wrote a letter to Joab* and sent it by 
the hand of Uriah. And he wrote in the 
letter* saying, Set ye Uriah in the forefront 
of the hottest battle* and retire ye from him* 
that he may be smitten* and die. And it came 
to pass* when Joab observed the city* that he 
assigned Uriah unto a place where he knew 
that valiant men were. And the men of the 
city went out* and fought with Joab: and 
there fell some of the people of the servants 
of David; and Uriah the Hittite died also. 
Then Joab sent and told David all the things 
concerning the war; and charged the mes- 
senger* saying. When thou hast made an end 
of telling the matters of the war unto the 
king* and if so be that the king’s wrath arise* 
and he say unto thee* Wherefore approached 
ye so nigh unto the city when ye did fight? 
knew ye not that they would shoot from the 
wall? Who smote Abimelech the son of 
Jerabbesheth? did not a woman cast a piece 
of a millstone upon him from the wall, that he 
died in Thebez? why went ye nigh the wall? 
then say thou* Thy servant Uriah the Hittite 
is dead also. 

So the messenger went, and came and 
shewed David all that Joab had sent him for. 
And the messenger said unto David, Surely 
the men prevailed against us, and came out 
unto us into the field, and we were upon 
them even unto the entering of the gate. 
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And the shooters shot from off the wall upon 
thy servants ; and some of the king’s servants 
be dead, and thy servant Uriah the Hittite is 
dead also. Then David said unto the mes- 
senger, Thus shalt thou say unto Joab, Let 
not this thing displease thee, for the sword 
devoureth one as well as another: make thy 
battle more strong against the city, and over- 
throw it: and encourage thou him. 

And when the wife of Uriah heard that 
Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned 
for her husband. And when the mourning 
was past* David sent and fetched her to his 
house* and she became his wife* and bare 
him a son. But the thing that David had 
done displeased the Lord. 

A Broken Heart 

And the Lord sent Nathan unto David. 
And he came unto him* and said unto him* 
There were two men in one city; the one 
rich* and the other poor. The rich man had 
exceeding many flocks and herds: but the 
poor man had nothing, save one little ewe 
lamb, which he had bought and nourished 
up : and it grew up together with him* and 
with his children; it did eat of his own meat* 
and drank of his own cup* and lay in his 
bosom* and was unto him as a daughter. 
And there came a traveller unto the rich 
man* and he spared to take of his own flock 
and of his own herd* to dress for the way- 
faring man that was come unto him ; but took 
the poor man’s lamb* and dressed it for the 
man that was come to him. And David’s 
anger was greatly kindled against the man; 
and he said to Nathan, As the Lord liveth* 
the man that hath done this thing shall surely 
die: and he shall restore the lamb fourfold* 
because he did this thing, and because he 
had no pity. 

And Nathan said to David, Thou art the 
man. Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, 
I anointed thee king over Israel, and I de- 
livered thee out of the hand of Saul; and I 
gave thee thy master’s house, and thy mas- 
ter’s wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the 
house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had 
been too little, I would moreover have given 
unto thee such and such things. Wherefore 
hast thou despised the commandment of the 
Lord* to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed 
Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast 
taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain 
him with the sword of the children of Am- 
mon. Now therefore the sword shall never 
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depart from thine house; because thou hast 
despised me, and hast taken the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. Thus saith 
the Lord, Behold, I will raise up evil against 
thee out of thine own house, and I will take 
thy wives before thine eyes, and give them 
unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy 
wives in the sight of this sun. For thou didst 
it secretly: but I will do this thing before all 
Israel, and before the sun. And David said 
unto Nathan, I have sinned against the Lord. 
And Nathan said unto David, The Lord also 
hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. 
Howbeit, because by. this deed thou hast 
given great occasion to the enemies of the 
Lord to blaspheme, the child also that is 
bom unto thee shall surely die. And Nathan 
departed unto his house. 

And the Lord struck the child that Uriah’s 
wife bare unto David, and it was very sick. 
David therefore besought God for the child; 
and David fasted, and went in, and lay all 
night upon the earth. And the elders of his 
house arose, and went to him, to raise him up 
from the earth: but he would not, neither did 
he eat bread with them. And it came to pass 
on the seventh day, that the child died. And 
the servants of David feared to tell him that 
the child was dead: for they said, Behold, 
while the child was yet alive, we spake unto 
him, and he would not hearken unto our 
voice : how will he then vex himself, if we tell 
him that the child is dead? But when David 
saw that his servants whispered, David per- 
ceived that the child was dead: therefore 
David said unto his servants, Is the child 
dead? And they said. He is dead. Then 
David arose from the earth, and washed, and 
anointed himself, and changed his apparel, 
and came into the house of the Lord, and wor- 
shipped: then he came to his own house; and 
when he required, they set bread before him, 
and he did eat. Then said his servants unto 
him. What thing is this that thou hast done? 
thou didst fast and weep for the child, while it 
was alive; but when the child was dead, thou 
didst rise and eat bread. And he said, While 
the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for 
I said. Who can tell whether God will be 
gracious to me, that the child may live? But 
now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can 
I bring him back again? I shall go to him, 
but he shall not return to me. 

And David comforted Bath-sheba his wife, 
and went in unto her, and lay with her: and 
she bare a son, and he called his name Solo- 


mon: and the Lord loved him. And he sent 
by the hand of Nathan the prophet; and he 
called his name Jedidiah, because of the 
Lord. 

Fall of Ammon 

And Joab fought against Rabbah of the 
children of Ammon, and took the royal city. 
And Joab sent messengers to David, and 
said, I have fought against Rabbah, and have 
taken the city of waters. Now therefore 
gather the rest of the people together, and 
encamp against the city, and take it: lest I 
take the city, and it be called, after my name. 
And David gathered all the people together, 
and went to Rabbah, and fought against it, 
and took it. And he took their king’s crown 
from off his head, the weight whereof was a 
talent of gold with the precious stones: and 
it was set on David’s head. And he brought 
forth the spoil of the city in great abundance. 
And he brought forth the people that were 
therein, and put them under saws, and under 
harrows of iron, and under axes of iron, and 
made them pass through the brickkiln: and 
thus did he unto all the cities of the children 
of Ammon. So David and all the people re- 
turned unto Jerusalem. 

A Family Tragedy 

And it came to pass after this, that Absa- 
lom the son of David had a fair sister, whose 
name was Tamar; and Amnon the son of 
David loved her. And Amnon was so vexed, 
that he fell sick for his sister Tamar; for she 
was a virgin; and Amnon thought it hard for 
him to do any thing to her. But Amnon had 
a friend, whose name was Jonadab, the son of 
Shimeah David’s brother: and Jonadab was 
a very subtil man. And he said unto him. 
Why art thou, being the king’s son, lean from 
day to day? wilt thou not tell me? And Am- 
non said unto him, I love Tamar, my brother 
Absalom’s sister. And Jonadab said unto 
him. Lay thee down on thy bed, and make 
thyself sick: and when thy father cometh to 
see thee, say unto him, I pray thee, let my 
sister Tamar come, and give me meat, and 
dress the meat in my sight, that I may see it, 
and eat it at her hand. So Amnon lay down, 
and made himself sick: and when the king 
was come to see him, Amnon said unto the 
king, I pray thee, let Tamar my sister come, 
and make me a couple of cakes in my sight, 
that I may eat at her hand. 
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Then David sent home to Tamar, saying. 
Go now to thy brother Amnon’s house, and 
dress him meat* So Tamar went to her 
brother Amnon’s house; and he was laid 
down* And she took flour, and kneaded it, 
and made cakes in his sight, and did bake the 
cakes* And she took a pan, and poured them 
out before him; but he refused to eat* And 
Amnon said, Have out all men from me* 
And they went out every man from him* 
And Amnon said unto Tamar, Bring the 
meat into the chamber, that I may eat of 
thine hand. And Tamar took the cakes 
which she had made, and brought them into 
the chamber to Amnon her brother* And 
when she had brought them unto him to eat, 
he took hold of her, and said unto her. Come 
lie with me, my sister* And she answered 
him. Nay, my brother, do not force me; for 
no such thing ought to be done in Israel: 1 do 
not thou this folly* And I, whither shall I 
cause my shame to go? and as for thee, thou 
shalt be as one of the fools in Israel* Now 
therefore, I pray thee, speak unto the king; 
for he will not withhold me from thee. How- 
belt he would not hearken unto her voice: 
but, being stronger than she, forced her, and 
lay with her. 

Then Amnon hated her exceedingly; so 
that the hatred wherewith he hated her was 
greater than the love wherewith he had loved 
her. And Amnon said unto her, Arise, be 
gone* And she said unto him. There is no 
cause: this evil in sending me away is greater 
than the other that thou didst unto me* But 
he would not hearken unto her* Then he 
called his servant that ministered unto him, 
and said. Put now this woman out from me, 
and bolt the door after her. And she had a 
garment of divers colours upon her: for with 
such robes were the king’s daughters that 
were virgins apparelled. Then his servant 
brought her out, and bolted the door after 
her. And Tamar put ashes on her head, and 
rent her garment of divers colours that was 
on her, and laid her hand on her head, and 
went on crying. 

And Absalom her brother said unto her. 
Hath Amnon thy brother been with thee? 
but hold now thy peace, my sister: he is thy 
brother; regard not this thing. So Tamar 
remained desolate in her brother Absalom’s 
house. But when king David heard of all 
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these things, he was very wroth. And Absa- 
lom spake unto his brother Amnon neither 
good nor bad: for Absalom hated Amnon, 
because he had forced his sister Tamar. 

Vengeance 

And it came to pass after two full years, 
that Absalom had sheepshearers in Baal- 
hazor, which is beside Ephraim : and Absa- 
lom invited all the king’s sons* And Absalom 
came to the king, and said. Behold now, thy 
servant hath sheepshearers; let the king, I 
beseech thee, and his servants go with thy 
servant. And the king said to Absalom, Nay, 
my son, let us not all now go, lest we be 
chargeable unto thee. And he pressed him : 
howbeit he would not go, but blessed him. 
Then said Absalom, If not, I pray thee, let 
my brother Amnon go with us. And the 
king said unto him. Why should he go with 
thee? But Absalom pressed him, that he let 
Amnon and all the king’s sons go with him. 
Now Absalom had commanded his servants, 
saying, Mark ye now when Amnon’s heart is 
merry with wine, and when I say unto you. 
Smite Amnon; then kill him, fear not; have 
not I commanded you? be courageous, and 
be valiant. And the servants of Absalom did 
unto Amnon as Absalom had commanded. 
Then all the king’s sons arose, and every man 
gat him up upon his mule, and fled. 

And it came to pass, while they were in the 
way, that tidings came to David, saying, 
Absalom hath slain all the king’s sons, and 
there is not one of them left. Then the king 
arose, and tare his garments, and lay on the 
earth; and all his servants stood by with their 
clothes rent. And Jonadab, the son of Shim- 
eah David’s brother, answered and said. Let 
not my lord suppose that they have slain all 
the young men the king’s sons; for Amnon 
only is dead: for by the appointment of Ab- 
salom this hath been determined from the 
day that he forced his sister Tamar. Now 
therefore let not my lord the king take the 
thing to his heart, to think that all the king’s 
sons are dead: for Amnon only is dead. 

Estrangement 

But Absalom fled. And the young man 
that kept the watch lifted up his eyes, and 
looked, and, behold, there came much people 


1 Like a contagious disease, sin seems to run from house to house. Home after home, in the city and beyond 
the city, is infected. But it is not the homes that are at fault. The penetrating revelation puts its finger on the 
heart of man. That is where the trouble begins. 
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by the way of the hill side behind him. And 
Jonadab said unto -the king, Behold, the 
king’s sons come; as thy servant said, so it is. 
And it came to pass, as soon as he had made 
an end of speaking, that, behold, the king’s 
sons came, and lifted up their voice and wept ; 
and the king also and all his servants wept 
very sore. 

But Absalom Bed, and went to Talmai, 
the son of Ammihud, king of Geshur. And 
David mourned for his son every day. So 
Absalom fed, and went to Geshur, and was 
there three years. And the soul of king David 
longed to go forth unto Absalom: for he was 
comforted concerning Amnon, seeing he was 
dead. 4 

Reconciliation 

Now Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived 
that the king’s heart was toward Absalom. 
And Joab sent to Tekoah, and fetched thence 
a wise woman, and said unto her, I pray thee, 
feign thyself to be a mourner, and put on 
now mourning apparel, and anoint not thy- 
self with oil, but be as a woman that had a 
long time mourned for the dead: and come 
to the king, and speak on this manner unto 
Mm. So Joab put the words in her mouth. 

And when the woman of Tekoah spake to 
the king, she fell on her face to the ground, 
and did obeisance, and said. Help, O king. 
And the king said unto her. What aileth thee ? 
And she answered, I am indeed a widow 
woman, and mine husband is dead. And thy 
handmaid had two sons, and they two strove 
together in the field, and there was none to 
part them, but the one smote the other, and 
slew him. And, behold, the whole family is 
risen against thine handmaid, and they said. 
Deliver him that smote his brother, that we 
may kill him, for the life of his brother whom 
he slew; and we will destroy the heir also: 
and so they shall quench my coal which is 
left, and shall not leave to my husband neither 
name nor remainder upon the earth. 

And the king said unto the woman, Go to 
thine house, and I will give charge concern- 
ing thee. And the woman of Tekoah said 
unto the king, My lord, O king, the iniquity 
be on me, and on my father’s house: and the 
king and his throne be guiltless. And the 
king said. Whosoever saith ought unto thee, 
bring him to me, and he shall not touch thee 
any more. Then said she, I pray thee, let the 
king remember the Lord thy God, that thou 
wouldest not suffer the revengers of blood to 


destroy any more, lest they destroy my son. 
And he said, As the Lord liveth, there shall 
not one hair of thy son fall to the earth. 

Then the woman said, Let thine hand- 
maid, I pray thee, speak one word unto my 
lord the king. And he said, Say on. And 
the woman said, Wherefore then hast thou 
thought such a thing against the people of 
God? for the king doth speak this thing as 
one which is faulty, in that the king doth 
not fetch home again his banished. For we 
must needs die, and are as water spilt on the 
ground, which cannot be gathered up again; 
neither doth God respect any person: yet 
doth he devise means, that his banished be 
not expelled from him. Now therefore that 
I am come to speak of this thing unto my 
lord the king, it is because the people have 
made me afraid: and thy handmaid said, I 
will now speak unto the king; it may be that 
the king will perform the request of his hand- 
maid. For the king will hear, to deliver his 
handmaid out of the hand of the man that 
would destroy me and my son together out 
of the inheritance of God. Then thine hand- 
maid said. The word of my lord the king 
shall now be comfortable: for as an angel of 
God, so is my lord the king to discern good 
and bad: therefore the Lord thy God will be 
with thee. 

Then the king answered and said unto the 
woman. Hide not from me, I pray thee, the 
thing that I shall ask thee. And the woman 
said. Let my lord the king now speak. And 
the king said, Is not the hand of Joab with 
thee in all this? And the woman answered 
and said. As thy soul liveth, my lord the king, 
none can turn to the right hand or to the left 
from ought that my lord the king hath 
spoken: for thy servant Joab, he bade me, 
and he put all these words in the mouth of 
thine handmaid: to fetch about this form of 
speech hath thy servant Joab done this thing: 
and my lord is wise, according to the wisdom 
of an angel of God, to know all things that 
are in the earth. 

And the king said unto Joab, Behold now, 
I have done this thing: go therefore, bring 
the young man Absalom again. And Joab 
fell to the ground on his face, and bowed 
himself, and thanked the king: and Joab said, 
To day thy servant knoweth that I have found 
grace in thy sight, my lord, O king, in that 
the king hath fulfilled the request of his ser- 
vant. So Joab arose and went to Geshur, and 
brought Absalom to Jerusalem. And the 



king said, Let him turn to his own house, 
and let him not see my face. So Absalom 
returned to his own house, and saw not the 
king's face. 

Discontent 

But in all Israel there was none to be so 
much praised as Absalom for his beauty: 
from the sole of his foot even to the crown 
of his head there was no blemish in him. 
And when he polled his head, (for it was at 
every year's end that he polled it: because 
the hair was heavy on him, therefore he 
polled it:) he weighed the hair of his head at 
two hundred shekels after the king's weight. 
And unto Absalom there were born three 
sons, and one daughter, whose name was 
Tamar: she was a woman of a fair coun- 
tenance. 

So Absalom dwelt two full years in Jeru- 
salem, and saw not the king's face. There- 
fore Absalom sent for Joab, to have sent him 
to the king; but he would not come to him: 
and when he sent again the second time, he 
would not come. Therefore he said unto his 
servants. See, Joab’s field is near mine, and 
he hath barley there; go and set it on fire. 
And Absalom’s servants set the field on fire. 
Then Joab arose, and came to Absalom unto 
his house, and said unto him. Wherefore 
have thy servants set my field on fire ? And 
Absalom answered Joab, Behold, I sent unto 
thee, saying. Come hither, that I may send 
thee to the king, to say. Wherefore am I 
come from Geshur? it had been good for me 
to have been there still: now therefore let me 
see the king’s face; and if there be any ini- 
quity in me, let him kill me. So Joab came 
to the king, and told him : and when he had 
called for Absalom, he came to the king, and 
bowed himself on his face to the ground be- 
fore the king: and the king kissed Absalom. 

And it came to pass after this, that Absa- 
lom prepared him chariots and horses, and 
fifty men to run before him. And Absalom 
rose up early, and stood beside the way of the 
gate: and it was so, that when any man that 
had a controversy came to the king for judg- 
ment, then Absalom called unto him, and 
said. Of what city art thou? And he said. 
Thy servant is of one of the tribes of Israel. 
And Absalom said unto him, See, thy matters 
are good and right; but there is no man de- 
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puted of the king to hear thee. Absalom said 
moreover. Oh that I were made judge in the 
land, that every man which hath any suit or 
cause might come unto me, and I would do 
him justice! 1 And it was so, that when any 
man came nigh to him to do him obeisance, he 
put forth his hand, and took him, and kissed 
him. And on this manner did Absalom to all 
Israel that came to the king for judgment: 
so Absalom stole the hearts of the men of 
Israel. 

Revolt 

And it came to pass after forty years, that 
Absalom said unto the king, I pray thee, let 
me go and pay my vow, which I have vowed 
unto the Lord, in Hebron. For thy servant 
vowed a vow while I abode at Geshur in 
Syria, saying, If the Lord shall bring me 
again indeed to Jerusalem, then I will serve 
the Lord. And the king said unto him. Go 
in peace. So he arose, and went to Hebron. 
But Absalom sent spies throughout all the 
tribes of Israel, saying, As soon as ye hear 
the sound of the trumpet, then ye shall say, 
Absalom reigneth in Hebron. And with Ab- 
salom went two hundred men out of Jeru- 
salem, that were called; and they went in 
their, simplicity, and they knew not anything. 
And Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilon- 
ite, David's counseller, from his city, even 
from Giloh, while he offered sacrifices. And 
the conspiracy was strong; for the people in- 
creased continually with Absalom. 

And there came a messenger to David, 
saying, The hearts of the men of Israel are 
after Absalom. And David said unto all his 
servants that were with him at Jerusalem, 
Arise, and let us flee; for we shall not else 
escape from Absalom: make speed to depart, 
lest he overtake us suddenly, and bring evil 
upon us, and smite the city with the edge of 
the sword. And the king's servants said unto 
the king. Behold, thy servants are ready to 
do whatsoever my lord the king shall appoint. 
And the king went forth, and all his house- 
hold after him. And the king left ten women, 
which were concubines, to keep the house. 
And the king went forth, and all the people 
after him, and tarried in a place that was far 
off. And all his servants passed on beside 
him; and all the Cherethites, and all the 
Pelethites, and all the Gittites, six hundred 


1 To what vile purpose can noble words be used when sin is in the heart. And what varied forms can sin 
assume! But at the opening of each new chapter we come across its old name— Desire. And though here we 
see it taking a line other than that which David followed, it leads to the same end' ‘Destruction. 
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men which came after him from Gath, passed 
on before the king. 

Sorrowing People 

Then said the king to Ittai the Gittite, 
Wherefore goest thou also with us? return 
to thy place, and abide with the king: for 
thou art a stranger, and also an exile. Where- 
as thou earnest but yesterday, should I this 
day make thee go up and down with us? 
seeing 1 go whither I may, return thou, and 
take back thy brethren: mercy and truth be 
with thee. And Ittai answered the king, and 
said. As the Lord liveth, and as my lord the 
king liveth, surely in what place my lord the 
king shall be, whether in death or life, even 
there also will thy servant be. And David 
said to Ittai, Go and pass over. And Ittai the 
Gittite passed over, and all his men, and 
all the little ones that were with him. And all 
the country wept with a loud voice, and all 
the people passed over: the king also himself 
passed over the brook Kidron, and all the 
people passed over, toward the way of the 
wilderness. 

And lo Zadok also, and all the Levites were 
with him, bearing the ark of the covenant of 
God : and they set down the ark of God ; and 
Abiathar went up, until all the people had 
done passing out of the city. And the king 
said unto Zadok, Carry back the ark of God 
into the city: if I shall find favour in the eyes 
of the Lord, he will bring me again, and 
shew me both it, and his habitation: but if 
he thus say, I have no delight in thee ; behold, 
here am I, let Mm do to me as seemeth good 
unto him. The king said also unto Zadok the 
priest, Art not thou a seer? return into the 
city in peace, and your two sons with you, 
Ahimaaz thy son, and Jonathan the son of 
Abiathar. See, I will tarry in the plain of the 
wilderness, until there come word from you 
to certify me. Zadok therefore and Abiathar 
carried the ark of God again to Jerusalem: 
and they tarried there. 

Friends and Enemies 

And David went up by the ascent of mount 
Olivet, and wept as he went up, and had his 
head covered, and he went barefoot: and all 
the people that was with him covered every 
man his head, and they went up, weeping as 
they went up. And one told David, saying, 
Ahithophel is among the conspirators with 
Absalom. And David said, O Lord, I pray 


thee, turn the counsel of AMthophel into 
foolishness. And it came to pass, that when 
David was come to the top of the mount, 
where he worshipped God, behold, Hushai 
the Archite came to meet him with his coat 
rent, and earth upon his head: unto whom 
David said, If thou passest on with me, then 
thou shalt be a burden unto me: but if thou 
return to the city, and say unto Absalom, I 
will be thy servant, O king; as I have been 
thy father’s servant hitherto, so will I now 
also be thy servant: then mayest thou for me 
defeat the counsel of AMthophel. And hast 
thou not there with thee Zadok and Abiathar 
the priests? therefore it shall be, that what 
tMng soever thou shalt hear out of the king’s 
house, thou shalt tell it to Zadok and Abia- 
thar the priests. Behold, they have there 
with them their two sons, Ahimaaz Zadok’s 
son, and Jonathan Abiathar’s son; and by 
them ye shall send unto me every tiling that 
ye can hear. So Hushai David’s friend came 
into the city, and Absalom came into Jeru- 
salem. 

And when David was a little past the 
top of the hill, behold, Ziba the servant 
of MepMbosheth met Mm, with a couple of 
asses saddled, and upon them two hundred 
loaves of bread, and an hundred bunches of 
raisins, and an hundred of summer fruits, 
and a bottle of wine. And the king said unto 
Ziba, What meanest thou by these? And 
Ziba said, The asses be for the king’s house- 
hold to ride on; and the bread and sum- 
mer fruit for the young men to eat; and the 
wine, that such as be faint in the wilderness 
may drink. And the king said, And where is 
thy master’s son? And Ziba said unto the 
king, Behold, he abideth at Jerusalem: for he 
said, To day shall the house of Israel restore 
me the kingdom of my father. Then said the 
king to Ziba, Behold, thine are all that per- 
tained unto MepMbosheth. And Ziba said, 
I humbly beseech thee that I may find grace 
in thy sight, my lord, O king. 

And when king David came to Bahurim, 
behold, thence came out a man of the family 
of the house of Saul, whose name was 
Shimei, the son of Gera: he came forth, and 
cursed still as he came. And he cast stones at 
David, and at all the servants of king David: 
and all the people and all the mighty men 
were on his right hand and on Ms left. And 
thus said Shimei when he cursed. Come out, 
come out, thou bloody man, and thou man 
of Belial : the Lord hath returned upon thee 
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all the blood of the house of Saul, in whose 
stead thou hast reigned; and the Lord hath 
delivered the kingdom into the hand of Ab- 
salom thy son: and, behold, thou art taken in 
thy mischief, because thou art a bloody man. 

Then said Abishai the son of Zeruiah unto 
the king. Why should this dead dog curse my 
lord the king? let me go over, I pray thee, 
and take off his head. And the king said. 
What have I to do with you, ye sons of 
Zeruiah? so let him curse, because the Lord 
hath said unto him, Curse David. Who shall 
then say. Wherefore hast thou done so? And 
David said to Abishai, and to all his ser- 
vants, Behold, my son, which came forth of 
my bowels, seeketh my life : how much more 
now may this Benjamite do it? let him alone, 
and let him curse; for the Lord hath bidden 
him. It may be that the Lord will look on 
mine affliction, and that the Lord will requite 
me good for his cursing this day. And as 
David and his men went by the way, Shimei 
went along on the Mil’s side over against him, 
and cursed as he went, and threw stones at 
him, and cast dust. And the king, and all the 
people that were with him, came weary, and 
refreshed themselves there. 

Shameful Counsel 

And Absalom, and all the people the men 
of Israel, came to Jerusalem, and Ahithophel 
with him. And it came to pass, when Hushai 
the Archite, David’s friend, was come unto 
Absalom, that Hushai said unto Absalom, 
God save the king, God save the king. And 
Absalom said to Hushai, Is this thy kindness 
to thy friend ? why wentest thou not with thy 
friend? And Hushai said unto Absalom, 
Nay; but whom the Lord, and this people, 
and all the men of Israel, choose, his will I 
be, and with him will I abide. And again, 
whom should I serve? should I not serve in 
the presence of his son? as I have served in 
thy father’s presence, so will I be in thy 
presence. 

Then said Absalom to Ahithophel, Give 
counsel among you what we shall do. And 
Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Go in unto 
thy father’s concubines, which he hath left 
to keep the house; and all Israel shall hear 
that thou art abhorred of thy father: then 
shall the hands of all that are with thee be 


2 SAMUEL 17, 12 

strong. So they spread Absalom a tent upon 
the top of the house; and Absalom went in 
unto Ms father’s concubines in the sight of all 
Israel. 1 And the counsel of Ahithophel, which 
he counselled in those days, was as if a man 
had inquired at the oracle of God : so was all 
the counsel of AMthophel both with David 
and with Absalom. 

Moreover AMthophel said unto Absalom, 
Let me now choose out twelve thousand men, 
and I will arise and pursue after David this 
night: and I will come upon him while he is 
weary and weak handed, and will make him 
afraid: and all the people that are with him 
shall flee; and I will smite the king only: and 
I will bring back all the people unto thee: the 
man whom thou seekest is as if all returned : 
so all the people shall be in peace. And the 
saying pleased Absalom well, and all the 
elders of Israel. 

The Plan Foiled 

Then said Absalom, Call now Hushai the 
Archite also, and let us hear likewise what he 
saith. And when Hushai was come to Absa- 
lom, Absalom spake unto him, saying, AM- 
thophel hath spoken after tMs manner: shall 
we do after Ms saying? if not; speak thou. 
And Hushai said unto Absalom, The counsel 
that AMthophel hath given is not good at this 
time. For, said Hushai, thou knowest thy 
father and Ms men, that they be mighty men, 
and they be chafed in their minds, as a bear 
robbed of her whelps in the field: and thy 
father Is a man of war, and will not lodge 
with the people. Behold, he is hid now in 
some pit, or in some other place: and it will 
come to pass, when some of them be over- 
thrown at the first, that whosoever heareth 
it will say. There is a slaughter among the 
people that follow Absalom. And be also 
that is valiant, whose heart is as the heart of 
a lion, shall utterly melt: for all Israel know- 
eth that thy father is a mighty man, and they 
wMch be with him are valiant men. There- 
fore I counsel that all Israel be generally 
gathered unto thee, from Dan even to Beer- 
sheba, as the sand that is by the sea for multi- 
tude; and that thou go to battle in thine own 
person. So shall we come upon Mm in some 
place where he shall be found, and we will 
light upon him as the dew falleth on the 


1 The saddest part in the tragedy of cities is the sorrow and suffering, the bitter pain and anguish that 
sin brings to those who have been no party to it. In Jerusalem we can trace the trouble to its source. But 
in our cities the task is not so easy. We are sometimes asked to believe that the distress we see is due to 
other causes. 
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IN THE LIGHT OF THIS REVELATION DARE 

And where such cities already exist, dare zoe suffer them to remain as they are ? The 
light that shows up the shame of Jerusalem discovers the cities of shame we have built, 
and there it stays, until, above the smoke and strife, we catch a gleam of the city that 


ground: and of him and of all the men that 
axe with him there shall not be left so much 
as one. Moreover, if he be gotten into a city, 
then shall all Israel bring ropes to that city, 
and we will draw it into the river, until there 
be not one small stone found there. And Ab- 
salom and all the men of Israel said, The 
counsel of Hushai the Archite is better than 
the counsel of Ahithophel. For the Lord 
had appointed to defeat the good counsel of 
Ahithophel, to the intent that the Lord 
might bring evil upon Absalom. 

Then said Hushai unto Zadok and to 
Abiathar the priests. Thus and thus did 


Ahithophel counsel Absalom and the elders 
of Israel; and thus and thus have I coun- 
selled. Now therefore send quickly, and tell 
David, saying. Lodge not this night in the 
plains of the wilderness, but speedily pass 
over; lest the king be swallowed up, and all 
the people that are with him. Now Jonathan 
and Ahimaaz stayed by En-rogel; for they 
might not be seen to come into the city: and 
a wench went and told them; and they went 
and told king David. Nevertheless a lad saw 
them, and told Absalom: but they went both 
of them away quickly, and came to a man’s 
house in Bahurim, which had a well in his 
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WE GO ON BUILDING CITIES LIKE THIS? 


might have been . We miss the whole point of these pages if we see not this contrast 
between God's idea of a city and man's , drawn out in Jerusalem's history , and passed 
on to us as an ever urgent warning and appeal . 

court; whither they went down. And the water: for thus hath Ahithophel counselled 

woman took and spread a covering over the against you. Then David arose, and all the 

well’s mouth, and spread ground com there- people that were with him, and they passed 

on; and the thing was not known. And when over Jordan: by the morning light there 

Absalom’s servants came to the woman to lacked not one of them that was not gone 

the house, they said, Where is Ahimaaz and over Jordan. And when Ahithophel saw that 

Jonathan? And the woman said unto them, his counsel was not followed, he saddled his 

They be gone over the brook of water. And ass, and arose, and gat him home to his house, 

when they had sought and could not find to his city, and put his household in order, 

them, they returned to Jerusalem. and hanged himself, and died, and was buried 

And it came to pass, after they were de- in the sepulchre of his father, 
parted, that they came up out of the well, and Then David came to Mahanaim. And 
went and told king David, and said unto Absalom passed over Jordan, he and all the 

David, Arise, and pass quickly over the men of Israel with him. And Absalom made 
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Amasa captain of the host instead of Joab: 
which Amasa was a man’s son, whose name 
was Ithra an Israelite, that went in to Abi- 
gail the daughter of Nahash, sister to Zeruiah 
Joab’s mother. So Israel and Absalom 
pitched in the land of Gilead. 

King and Father 

And it came to pass, when David was come 
to Mahanainis that Shobi the son of Nahash 
of Rabbah of the children of Ammon, and 
Machir the son of Ammiel of Lo-debar, and 
Barzillai the Gileadite of Rogelim, brought 
beds, and basons, and earthen vessels, and 
wheat, and barley, and hour, and parched 
corn, and beans, and lentiles, and parched 
pulse, and honey, and butter, and sheep, and 
cheese of kine, for David, and for the people 
that were with him, to eat : for they said. The 
people is hungry, and weary, and thirsty, in 
the wilderness. 

And David numbered the people that were 
with him, and set captains of thousands and 
captains of hundreds over them. And David 
sent forth a third part of the people under the 
hand of Joab, and a third part under the hand 
of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, 
and a third part under the hand of Ittai the 
Gittite. And the king said unto the people, 
J will surely go forth with you myself also. 
But the people answered. Thou shalt not go 
forth: for if we flee away, they will not care 
for us; neither if half of us die, will they care 
for us: but now thou art worth ten thousand 
of us: therefore now it is better that thou 
succour us out of the city. And the king said 
unto them. What seemeth you best I will do. 
And the king stood by the gate side, and all 
the people came out by hundreds and by 
thousands. And the king commanded Joab 
and Abishai and Ittai, saying. Deal gently for 
my sake with the young man, even with Ab- 
salom. And all the people heard when the 
king gave all the captains charge concerning 
Absalom. 

The King’s Son 

So the people went out into the field against 
Israel: and the battle was in the wood of 
Ephraim; where the people of Israel were 
slain before the servants of David, and there 
was there a great slaughter that day of twenty 
thousand men. For the battle was there scat- 
tered over the face of all the country : and the 
wood devoured more people that day than 
the sword devoured. 


And Absalom met the servants of David. 
And Absalom rode upon a mule, and the 
mule went under the thick boughs of a great 
oak, and his head caught hold of the oak, and 
he was taken up between the heaven and the 
earth ; and the mule that was under him went 
away. And a certain man saw it, and told 
Joab, and said. Behold, I saw Absalom 
hanged in an oak. And Joab said unto the 
man that told him. And, behold, thou sawest 
him, and why didst thou not smite him there 
to the ground? and I would have given thee 
ten shekels of silver, and a girdle. And the 
man said unto Joab, Though I should receive 
a thousand shekels of silver in mine hand, yet 
would I not put forth mine hand against the 
king’s son : for in our hearing the king charged 
thee and Abishai and Ittai, saying. Beware 
that none touch the young man Absalom, 
Otherwise I should have wrought falsehood 
against mine own life : for there is no matter 
hid from the king, and thou thyself wouldest 
have set thyself against me. Then said Joab, 
I may not tarry thus with thee. And he took 
three darts in his hand, and thrust them 
through the heart of Absalom, while he was 
yet alive in the midst of the oak. And ten 
young men that bare Joab’s armour com- 
passed about and smote Absalom, and slew 
him. 

And Joab blew the trumpet, and the people 
returned from pursuing after Israel: for Joab 
held back the people. And they took Absa- 
lom, and cast him into a great pit in the wood, 
and laid a very great heap of stones upon him : 
and all Israel fled every one to his tent. Now 
Absalom in his lifetime had taken and reared 
up for himself a pillar, which is in the king’s 
dale: for he said, I have no son to keep my 
name in remembrance: and he called the 
pillar after his own name: and it is called 
unto this day, Absalom’s place. 

The Two Messengers 

Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, Let 
me now run, and bear the king tidings, how 
that the Lord hath avenged him of his 
enemies. And Joab said unto him, Thou 
shalt not bear tidings this day, but thou shalt 
bear tidings another day: but this day thou 
shalt bear no tidings, because the king’s son 
is dead. Then said Joab to Cushi, Go tell the 
king what thou hast seen. And Cushi bowed 
himself unto Joab, and ran. Then said Ahi- 
maaz the son of Zadok yet again to Joab, But 
howsoever, let me, I pray thee, also run after 
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Cushi. And Joab said. Wherefore wilt thou 
run, my son, seeing that thou hast no tidings 
ready? But howsoever, said he, let me run. 
And he said unto him, Run. Then Ahimaaz 
ran by the way of the plain, and overran 
Cushi. 

And David sat between the two gates: and 
the watchman went up to the roof over the 
gate unto the wall, and lifted up his eyes, and 
looked, and behold a man running alone. 
And the watchman cried, and told the king. 
And the king said. If he be alone, there is 
tidings in his mouth. And he came apace, 
and drew near. And the watchman saw 
another man running: and the watchman 
called unto the porter, and said. Behold 
another man running alone. And the king 
said. He also bringeth tidings. And the 
watchman said, Me thinketh the running of 
the foremost is like the running of Ahimaaz 
the son of Zadok. And the king said, He is 
a good man, and cometh with good tidings. 

And Ahimaaz called, and said unto the 
king. Ail is well. And he fell down to the 
earth upon his face before the king, and said. 
Blessed be the Lord thy God, which hath 
delivered up the men that lifted up their 
hand against my lord the king. And the king 
said. Is the young man Absalom safe? And 
Ahimaaz answered, When Joab sent the 
king’s servant, and me thy servant, I saw a 
great tumult, but I knew not what it was. 
And the king said unto him. Turn aside, and 
stand here. And he turned aside, and stood 
still. 

And, behold, Cushi came ; and Cushi said, 
Tidings, my lord the king: for the Lord hath 
avenged thee this day of all them that rose up 
against thee. And the king said unto Cushi, 
Is the young man Absalom safe ? And Cushi 
answered. The enemies of my lord the king, 
and all that rise against thee to do thee hurt, 
be as that young man is. And the king was 
much moved, and went up to the chamber 
over the gate, and wept: and as he went, thus 
he said, O my son Absalom, my son, my son 
Absalom! would God I had died for thee, O 
Absalom, my son, my son! 

And it was told Joab, Behold, the king 
weepeth and mourneth for Absalom. And 
the victory that day was turned into mourn- 
ing unto all the people : for the people heard 
say that day how the king was grieved for his 
son. And the people gat them by stealth that 
day into the city, as people being ashamed 
steal away when they flee in battle. But the 
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king covered his face, and the king cried with 
a loud voice, O my son Absalom, O Absalom, 
my son, my son! And Joab came into the 
house to the king, and said, Thou hast 
shamed this day the faces of all thy servants, 
which this day have saved thy life, and the 
lives of thy sons and of thy daughters, and 
the lives of thy wives, and the lives of thy 
concubines ; in that thou lovest thine enemies, 
and hatest thy friends. For thou hast de- 
clared this day, that thou regardest neither 
princes nor servants : for this day I perceive, 
that if Absalom had lived, and all we had 
died this day, then it had pleased thee well. 
Now therefore arise, go forth, and speak 
comfortably unto thy servants : for I swear 
by the Lord, if thou go not forth, there will 
not tarry one with thee this night: and that 
will be worse unto thee than all the evil that 
befell thee from thy youth until now. Then 
the king arose, and sat in the gate. And they 
told unto all the people, saying, Behold, the 
king doth sit in the gate. And all the people 
came before the king: for Israel had fled 
every man to his tent. 

The King and the People 

And all the people were at strife through- 
out all the tribes of Israel, saying. The king 
saved us out of the hand of our enemies, and 
he delivered us out of the hand of the Philis- 
tines ; and now he is fled out of the land for 
Absalom. And Absalom, whom we anointed 
over us, is dead in battle. Now therefore why 
speak ye not a word of bringing the king 
back? 

And king David sent to Zadok and to 
Abiathar the priests, saying, Speak unto the 
elders of Judah, saying, Why are ye the last 
to bring the king back to his house? seeing 
the speech of all Israel is come to the king, 
even to his house. Ye are my brethren, ye 
are my bones and my flesh: wherefore then 
are ye the last to bring back the king? And 
say ye to Amasa, Art thou not of my bone, 
and of my flesh? God do so to me, and more 
also, if thou be not captain of the host before 
me continually in the room of Joab. And he 
bowed the heart of all the men of Judah, even 
as the heart of one man; so that they sent this 
word unto the king. Return thou, and all thy 
servants. So the king returned, and came to 
Jordan. And Judah came to Gilgal, to go 
to meet the king, to conduct the king over 
Jordan. 
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. Why speakest thou any more of thy matters ? 

Forgiveness and Friendship 1 have said. Thou and Ziba divide the land. 

And Shimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite, And Mephibosheth said unto the king, Yea, 
which was of Bahurim, hasted and came let him take all, forasmuch as my lord the 
down with the men of Judah to meet king king is come fgain in peace unto his own 
David, And there were a thousand men of house. 

Benjamin with him, and Ziba the servant of And Barzillai the Gileadite came down 
the house of Saul, and his fifteen sons and from Rogelim, and went over Jordan with 
his twenty servants with him; and they went the king, to conduct him over Jordan. Now 
over Jordan before the king. And there went Barzillai was a very aged man, even fourscore 
over a ferry boat to carry over the king's years old: and he had provided the king of 
household, and to do what he thought good, sustenance while he lay at Mahanaim; for he 
And Shimei the son of Gera fell down before was a very great man. And the king said unto 
the king, as he was come over Jordan; and Barzillai, Come thou over with me, and 1 will 
said unto the king. Let not my lord impute feed thee with me in Jerusalem. And Barzillai 
iniquity unto me, neither do thou remember said unto the king. How long have I to live, 
that which thy servant did perversely the day that I should go up with the king unto Jera- 
that my lord the king went out of Jerusa- salem ? I am this day fourscore years old: 
lem, that the king should take it to his heart, and can I discern between good and evil? can 
For thy servant doth know that I have sinned: thy servant taste what I eat or what I drink? 
therefore, behold, I am come the first this can I hear any more the voice of singing men 
day of all the house of Joseph to go down to and singing women? wherefore then should 
meet my lord the king. thy servant be yet a burden unto my lord the 

But Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered king? Thy servant will go a little way over 
and said, Shall not Shimei be put to death Jordan with the king: and why should the 
for this, because he cursed the Lord’s anoint- king recompense it me with such a reward? 
ed ? And David said. What have I to do Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back again, 
with you, ye sons of Zeruiah, that ye should that I may die in mine own city, and be 
this day be adversaries unto me? shall there buried by the grave of my father and of my 
any man be put to death this day in Israel? mother. But behold thy servant Chimham; 
for do not I know that I am this day king over let him go over with my lord the king; and 
Israel? Therefore the king said unto Shimei, do to him what shall seem good unto thee. 
Thou shalt not die. And the king sware unto And the king answered, Chimham shall go 
him. over with me, and I will do to him that which 

And Mephibosheth the son of Saul came shall seem good unto thee: and whatsoever 
down to meet the king, and had neither thou shalt require of me, that will I do for 
dressed his feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor thee. And all the people went over Jordan, 
washed his clothes, from the day the king And when the king was come over, the king 
departed until the day he came again in kissed Barzillai, and blessed him; and he re- 
peace, And it came to pass, when he was turned unto his own place, 
come to Jerusalem to meet the king, that the 



king said unto him, Wherefore wentest not 
thou with me, Mephibosheth? And he 
answered, My lord, O king, my servant 
deceived me: for thy servant said, I will 
saddle me an ass, that I may ride thereon, 
and go to the king; because thy servant is 
lame. And he hath slandered thy servant 
unto my lord the king; but my lord the king 
is as an angel of God: do therefore what is 
good in thine eyes. For all of my father’s 
house were but dead men before my lord the 
king: yet didst thou set thy servant among 
them that did eat at thine own table. What 
right therefore have I yet to cry any more 
unto the king? And the king said unto him. 


Sheba’s Revolt 

Then the king went on to Gilgal, and 
Chimham went on with him: and all the 
people of Judah conducted the king, and 
also half the people of Israel. And, behold, 
all the men of Israel came to the king, and 
said unto the king. Why have our brethren 
the men of Judah stolen thee away, and have 
brought the king, and his household, and all 
David’s men with him, over Jordan? And all 
the men of Judah answered the men of Israel, 
Because the king is near of kin to us : where- 
fore then be ye angry for this matter? have 
we eaten at all of the king’s cost? or hath he 


given us any gift? And the men of Israel 
answered the men of Judah* and said* We 
have ten parts in the king* and we have also 
more right in David than ye: why then did 
ye despise us* that our advice should not be 
first had in bringing back our king ? And the 
words of the men of Judah were fiercer than 
the words of the men of Israel. 

And there happened to be there a man of 
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Belial* whose name was Sheba* the son of 
Bichri, a Benjamite: and he blew a trumpet* 
and said* We have no part in David* neither 
have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: every 
man to his tents* O Israel. So every man of 
Israel went up from after David* and fol- 
lowed Sheba the son of Bichri: but the men 
of Judah clave unto their king* from Jordan 
even to Jerusalem* 


THE HOPE OF CITIES 2 Samuel 20, 3 -— 24, 25 

We are brought back to Jerusalem for the revelation to all cities that have failed to 
attain the hopes of their builders * Theve$ as the days go by s in distresses hard to he borne * 
out eyes are opened again to a city 3 s true glory— the brave men and women among its 
citizens * and the God who forsakes not His people , 


AND David came to his house at Jerusalem; 
and the king took the ten women his concu- 
bines* whom he had left to keep the house* and 
put them in ward* and fed them* but went 
not in unto them. So they were shut up unto 
the day of their death* living in widowhood* 

A Woman's Wise Counsel 

Then said the king to Amasa* Assemble 
me the men of Judah within three days* and 
be thou here present. So Amasa went to 
assemble the men of Judah: but he tarried 
longer than the set time which he had ap- 
pointed him. And David said to Abishai* 
Now shall Sheba the son of Bichri do us 
more harm than did Absalom: take thou thy 
lord’s servants* and pursue after him; lest 
he get him fenced cities* and escape us. And 
there went out after him Joab’s men* and the 
Cherethites* and the Pelethites* and all the 
mighty men: and they went out of Jerusa- 
lem* to pursue after Sheba the son of Bichri. 
When they were at the great stone which 
is in Gibeon* Amasa went before them. And 
Joab’s garment that he had put on was girded 
unto him* and upon it a girdle with a sword 
fastened upon his loins in the sheath thereof; 
and as he went forth it fell out. And Joab said 
to Amasa* Art thou in health* my brother? 
And Joab took Amasa by the beard with the 
right hand to kiss him. But Amasa took no 
heed to the sword that was in Joab’s hand: 
so he smote him therewith in the fifth rib* 
and shed out his bowels to the ground* and 
struck him not again; and he died. 

So Joab and Abishai his brother pursued 
after Sheba the son of Bichri. And one of 
Joab’s men stood by him* and said* He that 


favoureth Joab* and he that is for David* let 
him go after Joab. And Amasa wallowed in 
blood in the midst of the highway* And 
when the man saw that all the people stood 
still* he removed Amasa out of the highway 
into the field* and cast a cloth upon him* 
when he saw that every one that came by 
him stood still. When he was removed out 
of the highway* all the people went on after 
Joab* to pursue after Sheba the son of Bichri. 

And he went through all the tribes of Israel 
unto Abel* and to Beth-maachah* and all the 
Berites: and they were gathered together* 
and went also after him. And they came and 
besieged him in Abel of Beth-maachah* and 
they cast up a bank against the city* and it 
stood in the trench: and all the people that 
were with Joab battered the wall* to throw 
it down. Then cried a wise woman out of 
the city* Hear* hear; say* I pray you* unto 
Joab* Come near hither* that 1 may speak 
with thee. And when he was come near unto 
her* the woman said* Art thou Joab ? And he 
answered* I am he. Then she said unto him* 
Hear the words of thine handmaid. And he 
answered* I do hear. Then she spake* saying* 
They were wont to speak in old time* saying* 
They shall surely ask counsel at Abel: and so 
they ended the matter. I am one of them that 
are peaceable and faithful in Israel: thou 
seekest to destroy a city and a mother in 
Israel : why wilt thou swallow up the inherit- 
ance of the Lord? And Joab answered and 
said* Far be it* far be it from me* that I 
should swallow up or destroy. The matter 
is not so: but a man of mount Ephraim* 
Sheba the son of Bichri by name* hath lifted 
up his hand against the king* even against 
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David: deliver him only, and I will depart 
from the city. And the woman said unto 
Joab, Behold, his head shall be thrown to 
thee over the wall. Then the woman went 
unto all the people in her wisdom. And they 
cut off the head of Sheba the son of Bichri, 
and cast it out to Joab. And he blew a trum- 
pet, and they retired from the city, every man 
to his tent. And Joab returned to Jerusalem 
unto the king. 

Now Joab was over all the host of Israel: 
and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over 
the Cherethites and over the Pelethites : and 
Adoram was over the tribute: and Jehosha- 
phat the son of Ahilud was recorder: and 
Sheva was scribe: and Zadok and Abiathar 
were the priests: and Ira also the Jairite was 
a chief ruler about David. 

A Mother's Heroic Love 

Then there was a famine in the days of 
David three years, year after year; and David 
inquired of the Lord, And the Lord answer- 
ed, It is for Saul, and for his bloody house, 
because he slew the Gibeonites. And the 
king called the Gibeonites, and said unto 
them; (now the Gibeonites were not of the 
children of Israel, but of the remnant of the 
Amorites; and the children of Israel had 
sworn unto them: and Saul sought to slay 
them in his zeal to the children of Israel and 
Judah.) Wherefore David said unto the 
Gibeonites, What shall I do for you? and 
wherewith shall I make the atonement, that 
ye may bless the inheritance of the Lord? 
And the Gibeonites said unto him, We will 
have no silver nor gold of Saul, nor of his 
house; neither for us shaft thou kill any man 
in Israel. And he said. What ye shall say, 
that will I do for you. And they answered 
the king. The man that consumed us, and 
that devised against us that we should be 
destroyed from remaining in any of the 
coasts of Israel, let seven men of his sons 
be delivered unto us, and we will hang them 
up unto the Lord in Gibeah of Saul, whom 
the Lord did choose. And the king said, I 
will give them. ■ 

But the king spared Mephibosheth, the 
son of Jonathan the son of Saul, because of 
the Lord’s oath that was between them, be- 
tween David and Jonathan the son of Saul. 
But the king took the two sons of Rizpah 
the daughter of Aiah, whom she bare unto 


Saul, Armoni and Mephibosheth; and the 
five sons of Michal the daughter of Saul, 
whom she brought up for Adriel the son oi 
Barzillai the Meholathite; and he delivered 
them into the hands of the Gibeonites, and 
they hanged them in the hill before the 
Lord: and they fell all seven together, and 
were put to death in the days of harvest, in 
the first days, in the beginning of barley 
harvest. 

And Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took 
sackcloth, and spread it for her upon the 
rock, from the beginning of harvest until 
water dropped upon them out of heaven, 
and suffered neither the birds of the air to 
rest on them by day, nor the beasts of the 
field by night. 1 And it was told David what 
Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, the concubine 
of Saul, had done. 

And David went and took the bones of 
Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son from 
the men of Jabesh-gilead, which had stolen 
them from the street of Beth-shan, where 
the Philistines had hanged them, when the 
Philistines had slain Saul in Gilboa: and he 
brought up from thence the bones of Saul 
and the bones of Jonathan his son; and they 
gathered the bones of them that were hanged. 
And the bones of Saul and Jonathan his son 
buried they in the country of Benjamin in 
Zelah, in the sepulchre of Kish his father: 
and they performed all that the king com- 
manded. And after that God was intreated 
for the land. 

Courageous People 

Moreover the Philistines had yet war again 
with Israel; and David went down, and his 
servants with him, and fought against the 
Philistines: and David waxed faint. And 
Ishbi-benob, which was of the sons of the 
giant, the weight of whose spear weighed 
three hundred shekels of brass in weight, he 
being girded with a new sword, thought to 
have slain David. But Abishai the son of 
Zeruiah succoured him, and smote the Philis- 
tine, and killed him. Then the men of David 
sware unto him, saying. Thou shaft go no 
more out with us to battle, that thou quench 
not the light of Israel. 

And it came to pass after this, that there 
was again a battle with the Philistines at 
Gob: then Sibbechai the Hushathite slew 
Saph, which was of the sons of the giant. 


1 The story, belonging to barbaric times, reflects ideas the world has long since outgrown: but a mother’s 
love shines like a star in the darkest night. 


And there was again a battle in Gob with the 
Philistines* where Elhanan the son of Jaare- 
oregim* a Beth-lehemite* slew the brother of 
Goliath the Gittite* the staff of whose spear 
was like a weaver’s beam. And there was yet 
a battle in Gath* where was a man of great 
stature* that had on every hand six fingers* 
and on every foot six toes* four and twenty 
in number ; and he also was born to the giant. 
And when he defied Israel, Jonathan the son 
of Shimeah the brother of David slew him. 
These four were bom to the giant in Gath* 
and fell by the hand of David* and by the 
hand of his servants. 

A Hymn of Praise 

And David spake unto the Lord the words 
of this song 1 in the day that the Lord had de- 
livered him out of the hand of all his enemies* 
and out of the hand of Sauls and he said* 
The Lord is my rock* and my fortress* and 
my deliverer; 

The God of my rock; in him will I trusts 
He is my shield* and the horn of my salva- 
tion* my high tower* and my refuge* 
My saviour; thou savest me from violence. 
J will call on the Lord* who is worthy to 
be praised: 

So shall I be saved from mine enemies. 
When the waves of death compassed me* 
The floods of ungodly men made me 
afraid; 

The sorrows of hell compassed me about; 
The snares of death prevented me; 

In my distress I called upon the Lord* 
And cried to my God: 

And he did hear my voice out of his temple* 
And my cry did enter into his ears. 

Then the earth shook and trembled; 

The foundations of heaven moved 
And shook, because he was wroth. 

There went up a smoke out of his nostrils* 
And fire out of his mouth devoured: 
Coals were kindled by it. 

He bowed the heavens also, and came 
down; 

And darkness was under his feet. 

And he rode upon a cherub* and did fly: 
And he was seenupon the wings of the wind. 
And he made darkness pavilions round 
. about him* 
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Dark waters* and thick clouds of the skies. 
Through the brightness before him 
Were coals of fire kindled. 

The Lord thundered from heaven* 

And the most High uttered his voice. 

And he sent out arrows* and scattered 
them; 

Lightning* and discomfited them. 

And the channels of the sea appeared* 
The foundations of the world were dis- 
covered* 

At the rebuking of the Lord* 

At the blast of the breath of his nostrils. 
He sent from above* he took me; 

He drew me out of many waters; 

He delivered me from my strong enemy* 
And from them that hated me: for they 
were too strong for me. 

They prevented me in the day of my 
calamity: 

But the Lord was my stay. 

He brought me forth also into a large 
place: 

He delivered me* because he delighted in 
me. 

The Lord rewarded me according to my 
righteousness: 

According to the cleanness of my hands 
hath he recompensed me. 

For I have kept the ways of the Lord* 
And have not wickedly departed from my 
God. 

For all his judgments were before me : 
And as for his statutes* I did not depart 
from them. 

I was also upright before him* 

And have kept myself from mine iniquity. 
Therefore the Lord hath recompensed me 
according to my righteousness; 
According to my cleanness in his eye sight. 
With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself 
merciful* 

And with the upright man thou wilt shew 
thyself upright. 

With the pure thou wilt shew thyself 
pure; 

And with the froward thou wilt shew thy- 
self unsavoury. 

And the afflicted people thou wilt save: 
But thine eyes are upon the haughty, that 
thou mayest bring them down. 


1 It surely was an Inspiration to place this song, attributed to David’s valiant days, in this setting. If 
ever there were times that called for a courageous song of hope they were these closing years of his life. 
His people needed the confidence in God his faith inspired, and they could hardly fail to be roused by the 
song which brought back to them memories of thrilling and triumphant days. The warrior had grown old, but 
his faith was still heroic. This song has been incorporated in the Psalter as Ps, 18. 
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For thou art my lamp* O Lord : 

And the Lord will lighten my darkness. 

For by thee I have run through a troop: 

By my God have I leaped over a wall. 

As for God, his way is perfect; 

The word of the Lord is tried: 

He is a -buckler to all them that trust in him. 

For who is God, save the Lord? 

And who is a rock, save our God? 

God is my strength and power: 

And he maketh my way perfect. 

He maketh my feet like hinds* feet: 

And setteth me upon my high places. 

He teacheth my hands to war; 

So that a bow of steel is broken by mine 
arms. 

Thou hast also given me the shield of thy 
salvation: 

And thy gentleness hath made me great. 

Thou hast enlarged my steps under me; 

So that my feet did not slip. 

I have pursued mine enemies, and de- 
stroyed them; 

And turned not again until I had consumed 
them. 

And I have consumed them, and wounded 
them, that they could not arise: 

Yea, they are fallen under my feet; 

For thou hast girded me with strength to 
battle : 

Them that rose up against me hast thou 
subdued under me. 

Thou hast §lso given me the necks of mine 
enemies. 

That I might destroy them that hate me. 

They looked, but there was none to save; 

Even unto the Lord, but he answered 
them not. 

Then did I beat them as small as the dust 
of the earth, 

I did stamp them as the mire of the street, 
and did spread them abroad. 

Thou also hast delivered me from the 
strivings of my people. 

Thou hast kept me to be head of the 
heathen: 

A people which I knew not shall serve me. 

Strangers shall submit themselves unto 
me: 

As soon as they hear, they shall be obe- 
dient unto me. 

Strangers shall fade away. 

And they shall be afraid out of their close 
places. 


The Lord liveth; and blessed be my rock; 
And exalted be the God of the rock of my 
salvation. 

It is God that avengeth me. 

And that bringeth down the people under 
me. 

And that bringeth me forth from mine 
enemies: 

Thou also hast lifted me up on high above 
them that rose up against me: 

Thou hast delivered me from the violent 
man. 

Therefore I will give thanks unto thee, O 
Lord, among the heathen. 

And I will sing praises unto thy name. 1 
He is the tower of salvation for Ms king: 
And sheweth mercy to Ms anointed. 

Unto David, and to Ms seed for ever- 
more. 

Last Words 

Now these be the last words of David. 
David the son of Jesse said. 

And the man who was raised up on Mgh, 
The anointed of the God of Jacob, 

And the sweet psalmist of Israel, said. 
The Spirit of the Lord spake by me. 

And Ms word was in my tongue. 

The God of Israel said. 

The Rock of Israel spake to me. 

He that ruleth over men must be just. 
Ruling in the fear of God. 

And he shall be as the light of the morn- 
ing, when the sun riseth. 

Even a morning without clouds; 

As the tender grass springing out of the 
earth 

By clear shining after rain. 

Although my house be not so with God; 
Yet he hath made with me an everlasting 
covenant. 

Ordered in all things, and sure: 

For tMs is all my salvation, and all my 
desire. 

Although he make it not to grow. 

But the sons of Belial shall be all of them 
as thorns thrust away, 

Because they cannot be taken with hands: 
But the man that shall touch them 
Must be fenced with iron and the staff of 
a spear; 

And they shall be utterly burned with fire 
in the same place. 

But 


1 Songs of Praise are Zion’s songs. There is music in every city. A city is known by the songs it sings, 
only where there are things to delight in and exult over, which all can share, shall you find praise. 
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Brave Men 

These be the names of the mighty men 
whom David had: The Tachmonite that sat 
in the seat, chief among the captains; the 
same was Adino the Eznite: he lift up his 
spear against eight hundred, whom he slew 
at one time. 

And after him was Eleazar the son of Dodo 
the Ahohite, one of the three mighty men 
with David, when they defied the Philistines 
that were there gathered together to battle, 
and the men of Israel were gone away: he 
arose, and smote the Philistines until his 
hand was weary, and his hand clave unto 
the sword: and the Lord wrought a great 
victory that day; and the people returned 
after him only to spoil. 

And after him was Shammah the son of 
Agee the Hararite. And the Philistines were 
gathered together into a troop, where was a 
piece of ground full of lentiles: and the 
people fled from the Philistines. But he 
stood in the midst of the ground, and de- 
fended it, and slew the Philistines: and the 
Lord wrought a great victory. 

And three of the thirty chief went down, 
and came to David in the harvest time unto 
the cave of Adullam: and the troop of the 
Philistines pitched in the valley of Rephaim. 
And David was then in an hold, and the 
garrison of the Philistines was then in Beth- 
lehem. And David longed, and said, Oh that 
one would give me drink of the water of the 
well of Beth-lehem, which is by the gate! 
And the three mighty men brake through the 
host of the Philistines, and drew water out of 
the well of Beth-lehem, that was by the gate, 
and took it, and brought it to David: never- 
theless he would not drink thereof, but 
poured it out unto the Lord. And he said. 
Be it far from me, O Lord, that I should do 
this: is not this the blood of the men that 
went in jeopardy of their lives ? therefore he 
would not drink it. These things did these 
three mighty men. 

And Abishai, the brother of Joab, the son 
of Zeruiah, was chief among three. And he 
lifted up his spear against three hundred, and 
slew them, and had the name among three. 
Was he not most honourable of three? there- 
fore he was their captain: howbeit he at- 
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tained not unto the first three. And Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada, the son of a valiant man, 
of Kabzeel, who had done many acts, he slew 
two lionlike men of Moab: he went down 
also and slew a lion in the midst of a pit in 
time of snow: and he slew an Egyptian, a 
goodly man: and the Egyptian had a spear in 
his hand; but he went down to him with a 
staff, and plucked the spear out of the Egyp- 
tian’s hand, and slew him with his own spear. 
These tilings did Benaiah the son of J ehoiada, 
and had the name among three mighty men. 
He was more honourable than the thirty, but 
he attained not to the first three. And David 
set him over his guard. 

Asahel the brother of Joab was one of the 
thirty; Elhanan the son of Dodo of Beth- 
lehem, Shammah the Harodite, Elika the 
Harodite, Helez the Paltite, Ira the son of 
Ikkesh the Tekoite, Abiezer the Anethothite, 
Mebunnai the Hushathite, Zalmon the Aho- 
hite, Maharai the Netophathite, Heleb the 
son of Baanah, a Netophathite, Ittai the son 
of Ribai out of Gibeah of the children of 
Benjamin, Benaiah the Pirathonite* Hiddai 
of the brooks of Gaash, Abi-albon the Ar- 
bathite, Azmaveth the Barhumite, Eliahba 
the Shaalbonite, of the sons of Jashen, Jona- 
than, Shammah the Hararite, Ahiam the son 
of Sharar the Hararite, Eliphelet the son of 
Ahasbai, the son of the Maachathite, Eliam 
the son of Ahithophel the Gilonite, Hezrai 
the Carmelite, Paarai the Arbite, Igal the son 
of Nathan of Zobah, Band the Gadite, Ze- 
lek the Ammonite, Naharai the Beerothite, 
armourbearer to Joab the son of Zeruiah, Ira 
an Ithrite, Gareb an Ithrite, Uriah the Hittite : 
thirty and seven in all. 

Numbering the People 

And again the anger of the Lord 1 was 
kindled against Israel, and he moved David 
against them to say. Go, number Israel and 
Judah. For the king said to Joab the captain 
of the host, which was with him, Go now 
through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan 
even to Beer-sheba, and number ye the 
people, that I may know the number of the 
people. And Joab said unto the king, Now 
the Lord thy God add unto the people, how 
many soever they be, an hundredfold, and 
that the eyes of my lord the king may see it: 


1 In 1 Chron. 21, 1, it is Satan who moves David to make a census. In any case David was rebuked for 
doing so. But why? We suggest: Because the quantitative standard is rarely a sound basis for measuring the 
strength of a city or its people. It is a popular method, especially in a growing city. Size often seems 
to mean so much more than quality. But in the matter of citizens, quality is more important than quantity. 
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but why doth my lord the king delight in this 
thing ? Notwithstanding the king’s word pre- 
vailed against Joab* and against the captains 
of the host. And Joab and the captains of the 
host went out from the presence of the king* 
to number the people of Israel. And they 
passed over Jordan* and pitched in Aroer* on 
the right side of the city that lieth in the midst 
of the river of Gad* and toward Jazer: then 
they came to Gilead* and to the land of 
Tahtim-hodshi; and they came to Danjaan* 
and about to Zidon* and came to the strong 
hold of Tyre* and to all the cities of the 
Hivites* and of the Canaanites: and they 
went out to the south of Judah* even to Beer- 
sheba. So when they had gone through all 
the land* they came to Jerusalem at the end 
of nine months and twenty days. And Joab 
gave up the sum of the number of the people 
unto the king: and there were in Israel eight 
hundred thousand valiant men that drew the 
sword; and the men of Judah were five hun- 
dred thousand men. 

And David’s heart smote him after that he 
had numbered the people. And David said 
unto the Lord* I have sinned greatly in that 
I have done: and now* I beseech thee* O 
Lord* take away the iniquity of thy servant; 
for I have done very foolishly. For when 
David was up in the morning* the word of 
the Lord came unto the prophet Gad* 
David’s seer* saying* Go and say unto David* 
Thus saith the Lord* I offer thee three 
things; choose thee one of them* that I may 
do it unto thee. So Gad came to David* and 
told him* and said unto him* Shall seven 
years of famine come unto thee in thy land? 
or wilt thou flee three months before thine 
enemies* while they pursue thee? or that 
there be three days’ pestilence in thy land? 
now advise* and see what answer I shall re- 
turn to him that sent me. And David said 
unto Gad* I am in a great strait: let us fall 
now into the hand of the Lord; for his 
mercies are great: and let me not fall into the 
hand of man. 

So the Lord sent a pestilence upon Israel 
from the morning even to the time appointed : 


and there died of the people from Dan even 
to Beer-sheba seventy thousand men. And 
when the angel stretched out his hand upon 
Jerusalem to destroy it* the Lord repented 
him of the evil* and said to the angel that 
destroyed the people, It is enough: stay now 
thine hand. And the angel of the Lord was 
by the threshingplace of Araunah the Jebu- 
site. And David spake unto the Lord when 
he saw the angel that smote the people* and 
said* Lo* I have sinned* and I have done 
wickedly: but these sheep* what have they 
done ? let thine hand* I pray thee* be against 
me* and against my father’s house. 

An Altar unto the Lord 

And Gad came that day to David* and said 
unto him* Go up* rear an altar unto the Lord 
in the threshingfloor of Araunah the Jebusite, 
And David* according to the saying of Gad* 
went up as the Lord commanded. And 
Araunah looked* and saw the king and his 
servants coming on toward him: and Arau- 
nah went out* and bowed himself before the 
king on his face upon the ground. And 
Araunah said* Wherefore is my lord the king 
come to his servant? And David said* To 
buy the threshingfloor of thee* to build an 
altar unto the Lord* that the plague may be 
stayed from the people. And Araunah said 
unto David* Let my lord the king take and 
offer up what seemeth good unto him: be- 
hold* here be oxen for burnt sacrifice* and 
threshing instruments and other instruments 
of the oxen for wood. All these things did 
Araunah, as a king* give unto the king. And 
Araunah said unto the king* The Lord thy 
God accept thee. And the king said unto 
Araunah* Nay; but I will surely buy it of thee 
at a price: neither will I offer burnt offerings 
unto the Lord my God of that which doth 
cost me nothing. So David bought the 
threshingfloor and the oxen for fifty shekels 
of silver. And David built there an altar 
unto the Lord* and offered burnt offerings 
and peace offerings. 1 So the Lord was in- 
treated for the land* and the plague was 
stayed from Israel. 


1 As we turn to leave this city in-the-making, we catch sight of a new development. A piece of ground, 
near by, which has been used for agricultural purposes, has been purchased and is being cleared for building. 
A new palace, a new business, new barracks? No, an altar, a place of sacrifice. And we carry away the memory 
of the first citizens of this new city, after their first failures* dedicating themselves afresh to God. 



I K I N G s 

GOING ROUND THE BUILDINGS AND THROUGH 
THE STREETS OF CITIES IN-THE-M AKING 

Come j let us go into the cities these pages invite us to enter . For, as city-builders, j 

living in an age of city building , we should like to observe the building of the cities of j 

God* j 

Let us, then,} pass through the gates and look around . There is so much to be seen ! 

that our visit may easily become a bewildering experience . But, happily , the heavenly 
light which has hitherto been our guide shines on those things we should specially notice * 

What are they? Interesting examples of architecture , defence measures, trading facili- 
ties, cultural schemes? The divine ray follows a different plan . It picks out what is 
good and evil, what is right and wrong . And by insisting that we shall look at these j 

things rather than at anything else it introduces us to another way of looking at cities . 

It creates in us a moral outlook, and makes us feel it is supremely important , 

When we leave Jerusalem and Samaria, and find ourselves once more in the cities we j 

are making, can we bring this moral outlook into service? It will mean the doom of our ! 

cities if we fail . For the revelation that has been given us is a refining and consuming 
fire as well as a light . It is moral earnestness and energy as well as a moral outlook* 

And is not this just what our modern enterprises in city-building lack— a conscience , 
enlightened and working at full strength? We have the material and the machinery for 
making good cities, but what is most urgently wanted is a moral mainspring . Without j 

that our labour is in vain , our schemes will never work properly, and our cities, however 
beautifully built and efficiently equipped, will be as disappointing as ever * 

I Kings 1, i—4, 34 

Why hast thou done so? and he also was a 
very goodly man; and Ms mother bare him 
after Absalom. And he conferred with Joab 
the son of Zeruiah, and with Abiathar the 
priest: and they following Adonijah helped 
him. But Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the 
son of Jehoiada, and Nathan the prophet, 
and Shimei, and Rei, and the mighty men 
wMch belonged to David, were not with 
Adonijah. And Adonijah slew sheep and 
oxen and fat cattle by the stone of Zoheleth, 
wMch is by En-rogel, and called ah his 
brethren the king’s sons, and all the men of 
Judah the king’s servants : but Nathan the 
prophet, and Benaiah, and the mighty men, 
and Solomon Ms brother, he called not. 

Wherefore Nathan spake unto Bath-sheba : 

the mother of Solomon, saying. Hast thou s 

not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith : 

doth reign, and David our lord knoweth it j 

not? Now therefore come, let me, I pray 

3^9 


THE RULERS OF THE CITY 

N OW king David was old and 
stricken in years; and they covered 
Mm with clothes, but he gat no 
heat. Wherefore Ms servants said 
unto Mm, Let there be sought for my lord 
the king a young virgin: and let her stand 
before the king, and let her cherish him, and 
let her lie in thy bosom, that my lord the king 
may get heat. So they sought for a fair dam- 
sel throughout all the coasts of Israel, and 
found Abishag a Shunammite, and brought 
her to the king. And the damsel was very 
fair, and cherished the king, and ministered 
to him : but the king knew her not* 

David's Successor 

Then Adorn j ah the son of Haggith exalted 
himself, saying, I will be king: and he pre- 
pared him chariots and horsemen, and fifty 
men to run before Mm. And Ms father had 
not displeased him at any time in saying, 
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thee, give thee counsel, that thou mayest 
save thine own life, and the life of thy son 
Solomon. Go and get thee in unto king 
David 3 and say unto him. Didst not thou, 
my lord, O king, swear unto thine handmaid, 
saying. Assuredly Solomon thy son shall 
reign after me, and he shall sit upon my 
throne? why then doth Adonijah reign ? 1 Be- 
hold, while thou yet talkest there with the 
king, I also will come in after thee, and con- 
firm thy words. 

And Bath-sheba went in unto the king into 
the chamber; and the king was very old; and 
Abishag the Shunammite ministered unto 
the king. And Bath-sheba bowed, and did 
obeisance unto the king. And the king said, 
What wouldest thou? And she said unto 
him. My lord, thou swarest by the Lord thy 
God unto thine handmaid, saying, Assuredly 
Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he 
shall sit upon my throne. And now, behold, 
Adonijah reigneth; and now, my lord the 
king, thou knowest it not: And he hath slain 
oxen and fat cattle and sheep in abundance, 
and hath called all the sons of the king, and 
Abiathar the priest, and Joab the captain of 
the host; but Solomon thy servant hath he 
not called. And thou, my lord, O king, the 
eyes of all Israel are upon thee, that thou 
shouldest tell them who shall sit on the 
throne of my lord the king after him. Other- 
wise it shall come to pass, when my lord the 
king shall sleep with his fathers, that I and 
my son Solomon shall be counted offenders. 

And, lo, while she yet talked with the king, 
Nathan the prophet also came in. And they 
told the king, saying. Behold Nathan the 
prophet. And when he was come in before 
the king, he bowed himself before the king 
with his face to the ground. And Nathan 
said. My lord, O king, hast thou said, Adoni- 
jah shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon 
my throne ? For he is gone down this day, 
and hath slain oxen and fat cattle and sheep 
in abundance, and hath called all the king’s 
sons, and the captains of the host, and Abia- 
thar the priest; and, behold, they eat and 
drink before him, and say, God save king 
Adonijah. But me, even me thy servant, and 
Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of 
Jehoiada, and thy servant Solomon, hath he 
not called. Is this thing done by my lord the 


king, and thou hast not shewed it unto thy 
servant, who should sit on the throne of my 
lord the king after him? 

Then king David answered and said, Call 
me Bath-sheba, And she came into the 
king’s presence, and stood before the king. 
And the king sware, and said, As the Lord 
liveth, that hath redeemed my soul out of 
all distress, even as I sware unto thee by 
the Lord God of Israel, saying. Assuredly 
Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he 
shall sit upon my throne in my stead; even 
so will I certainly do this day. Then Bath- 
sheba bowed with her face to the earth, and 
did reverence to the king, and said. Let my 
lord king David live for ever. 

And king David said. Call me Zadok the 
priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada. And they came before 
the king. The king also said unto them, 
Take with you the servants of your lord, and 
cause Solomon my son to ride upon mine 
own mule, and bring him down to Gihon: 
and let Zadok the priest and Nathan the 
prophet anoint him there king over Israel: 
and blow ye with the trumpet, and say, God 
save king Solomon. Then ye shall come up 
after him, that he may come and sit upon my 
throne; for he shall be king in my stead: and 
I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel 
and over Judah. And Benaiah the son of 
Jehoiada answered the king, and said, Amen: 
the Lord God of my lord the king say so too. 
As the Lord hath been with my lord the 
king, even so be he with Solomon, and make 
his throne greater than the throne of my lord 
king David. 

So Zadok the priest, and Nathan the pro- 
phet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and 
the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, went 
down, and caused Solomon to ride upon king 
David’s mule, and brought him to Gihon. 
And Zadok the priest took an horn of oil out 
of the tabernacle, and anointed Solomon. 
And they blew the trumpet; and all the 
people said, God save king Solomon. And 
all the people came up after him, and the 
people piped with pipes, and rejoiced with 
great joy, so that the earth rent with the 
sound of them. 

And Adonijah and all the guests that were 
with him heard it as they had made an end of 


1 If we consider the supporters of the two parties we see that the succession to the throne was more 
than a family matter. Adonijah had the support of Joab, leader of the peasant militia, and Abiathar, a priest 
from the country. Solomon had Benaiah, who commanded the standing army, Zadok, the priest of the city, 
and Nathan, the prophet of Jerusalem. 
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eating. And when Joab heard the sound of 
the trumpet, he said, Wherefore is this noise 
of the city being in an uproar? And while he 
yet spake, behold* Jonathan the son of Abia- 
thar the priest came: and Adonijah said unto 
him. Come in; for thou art a valiant man, 
and bringest good tidings. And Jonathan an- 
swered and said to Adonijah, Verily our lord 
king David hath made Solomon king. And 
the king hath sent with him Zadok the priest, 
and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the 
son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and 
the Pelethites, and they have caused him to 
ride upon the king’s mule: and Zadok the 
priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed 
him king in Gihon: and they are come up 
from thence rejoicing, so that the city rang 
again. This is the noise that ye have heard. 
And also Solomon sitteth on the throne of 
the kingdom. And moreover the king’s 
servants came to bless our lord king David, 
saying, God make the name of Solomon 
better than thy name, and make his throne 
greater than thy throne. And the king bowed 
himself upon the bed. And also thus said the 
king, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
which hath given one to sit on my throne 
this day, mine eyes even seeing it. And all 
the guests that were with Adonijah were 
afraid, and rose up, and went every man his 
way. 

And Adonijah feared because of Solomon, 
and arose, and went, and caught hold on the 
horns of the altar. And it was told Solomon, 
saying, Behold, Adonijah feareth king Solo- 
mon: for, lo, he hath caught hold on the 
horns of the altar, saying, Let king Solomon 
swear unto me to day that he will not slay his 
servant with the sword. And Solomon said. 
If he will shew himself a worthy man, there 
shall not an hair of him fall to the earth: but 
if wickedness shall be found in him, he shall 
die. So king Solomon sent, and they brought 
him down from the altar. And he came and 
bowed himself to king Solomon: and Solo- 
mon said unto him, Go to thine house. 

David* s Charge to Solomon 

Now the days of David drew nigh that he 
should die; and he charged Solomon his son, 
saying, I go the way of all the earth: be thou 
strong therefore, and shew thyself a man; 
and keep the charge of the Lord thy God, 
to walk in his ways, to keep his statutes, and 
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Ms commandments, and his judgments, and 
his testimonies, as it is written in the law of 
Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that 
thou doest, and whithersoever thou turnest 
thyself: that the Lord may continue his 
word which he spake concerning me, saying. 
If thy children take heed to their way, to 
walk before me in truth with all their heart 
and with all their soul, there shall not fail 
thee (said he) a man on the throne of Israel. 
Moreover thou knowest also what Joab the 
son of Zeruiah did to me, and what he did to 
the two captains of the hosts of Israel, unto 
Abner the son of Ner, and unto Amasa the 
son of Jether, whom he slew, and shed the 
blood of war in peace, and put the blood of 
war upon his girdle that was about his loins, 
and in his shoes that were on his feet. Do 
therefore according to thy wisdom, and let 
not his hoar head go down to the grave in 
peace. But shew kindness unto the sons of 
Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be of 
those that eat at thy table: for so they came 
to me when I fled because of Absalom thy 
brother. And, behold, thou hast with thee 
Shimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite of 
Bahurim, which cursed me with a grievous 
curse in the day when I went to Mahanaim: 
but he came down to meet me at Jordan, and 
I sware to him by the Lord, saying, I will 
not put thee to death with the sword. Now 
therefore hold him not guiltless: for thou 
art a wise man, and knowest what thou 
oughtest to do unto him ; 1 but his hoar head 
bring thou down to the grave with blood. 

So David slept with his fathers, and was 
buried in the city of David. And the days 
that David reigned over Israel were forty 
years: seven years reigned he in Hebron, and 
thirty and three years reigned he in Jeru- 
salem. Then sat Solomon upon the throne 
of David his father; and his kingdom was 
established greatly. 

Adonijah 

And Adonijah the son of Haggith came 
to Bath-sheba the mother of Solomon. And 
she said, Comest thou peaceably? And he 
said. Peaceably. He said moreover, I have 
somewhat to say unto thee. And she said, 
Say on. And he said, Thou knowest that the 
kingdom was mine, and that all Israel set 
their faces on me, that I should reign: how- 
beit the kingdom is turned about, and is 


1 A king might show clemency during his lifetime, but the guilt of a crime committed clung still to the 
offender, who might, on the death, of the king, have to pay the penalty for it. 
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become my brother’s : for It was his from the 
Lord, And now I ask one petition of thee, 
deny me not. And she said unto him, Say 
on. And he said* Speak* I pray thee* unto 
Solomon the king, (for he will not say thee 
nay,) that he give me Abishag the Shunam- 
mite to wife. And Bath-sheba said. Well; I 
will speak for thee unto the king. 

Bath-sheba therefore went unto king Solo- 
mon, to speak unto him for Adonijah. And 
the king rose up to meet her, and bowed him- 
self unto her, and sat down on his throne, 
and caused a seat to be set for the king’s 
mother; and she sat on his right hand. Then 
she said, I desire one small petition of thee; 
I pray thee, say me not nay. And the king 
said unto her. Ask on, my mother: for I will 
not say thee nay. And she said. Let Abishag 
the Shunammite be given to Adonijah thy 
brother to wife. And king Solomon an- 
swered and said unto his mother, And why 
dost thou ask Abishag the Shunammite for 
Adonijah? ask for him the kingdom also; for 
he is mine elder brother; even for him, and 
for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son 
of Zeruiah. Then king Solomon sware by 
the Lord, saying, God do so to me, and more 
also, if Adonijah have not spoken this word 
against his own life. Now therefore, as the 
Lord liveth, which hath established me, and 
set me on the throne of David my father, and 
who hath made me an house, as he promised, 
Adonijah shall be put to death this day. And 
king Solomon sent by the hand of Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada; and he fell upon him 
that he died. 

Abiathar 

And unto Abiathar the priest said the king. 
Get thee to Anathoth, unto thine own fields; 
for thou art worthy of death: but I will 
not at this time put thee to death, be- 
cause thou barest the ark of the Lord God 
before David my father, and because thou 
hast been afflicted in all wherein my father 
was afflicted. So Solomon thrust out Abia- 
thar from being priest unto the Lord; that 
he might fulfil the word of the Lord, which 
he spake concerning the house of Eli in 
Shiloh. 

Joab 

Then tidings came to Joab: for Joab had 
turned after Adonijah, though he turned not 
after Absalom. And Joab fled unto the 


tabernacle of the Lord, and caught hold on 
the horns of the altar. And it was told king 
Solomon that Joab was fled unto the taber- 
nacle of the Lord; and, behold, he is by the 
altar. Then Solomon sent Benaiah the son 
of Jehoiada, saying, Go, fall upon Mm. And 
Benaiah came to the tabernacle of the Lord, 
and said unto him. Thus saith the king. 
Come forth. And he said, Nay; but I will die 
here. And Benaiah brought the king word 
again, saying, Thus said Joab, and thus he 
answered me. And the king said unto him, 
Do as he hath said, and fall upon him, and 
bury him; that thou mayest take away the 
innocent blood, wMch Joab shed, from me, 
and from the house of my father. And the 
Lord shall return Ms blood upon Ms own 
head, who fell upon two men more righteous 
and better than he, and slew them with the 
sword, my father David not knowing thereof, 
to wit, Abner the son of Ner, captain of the 
host of Israel, and Amasa the son of Jether, 
captain of the host of Judah. Their blood 
shall therefore return upon the head of Joab, 
and upon the head of his seed for ever: but 
upon David, and upon Ms seed, and upon 
Ms house, and upon Ms throne, shall there 
be peace for ever from the Lord. So Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada went up, and fell upon 
him, and slew him: and he was buried in Ms 
own house in the wilderness. And the king 
put Benaiah the son of Jehoiada in Ms room 
over the host: and Zadok the priest did the 
king put in the room of Abiathar. 

Shimei 

And the king sent and called for Shimei, 
and said unto Mm, Build thee an house in 
Jerusalem, and dwell there, and go not forth 
thence any wMther. For it shall be, that on 
the day thou goest out, and passest over the 
brook Kidron, thou shall know for certain 
that thou shalt surely die: thy blood shall be 
upon thine own head. And SMmei said unto 
the king. The saying is good: as my lord the 
king hath said, so will thy servant do. And 
SMmei dwelt in Jerusalem many days. 

And it came to pass at the end of three 
years, that two of the servants of Shimei ran 
away unto AcMsh son of Maachah king of 
Gath. And they told Shimei, saying, Behold, 
thy servants be in Gath. And Shimei arose, 
and saddled his ass, and went to Gath to 
AcMsh to seek his servants : and Shimei went, 
and brought his servants from Gath. And it 


was told Solomon that Shimei had gone from 
Jerusalem to Gath, and was come again. 
And the king sent and called for Shimei, and 
said unto him, Did I not make thee to swear 
by the Lord, and protested unto thee, saying, 
Know for a certain, on the day thou goest 
out, and walkest abroad any whither, that 
thou shalt surely die? and thou saidst unto 
me, The word that I have heard is good. 
Why then hast thou not kept the oath of the 
Lord, and the commandment that I have 
charged thee with? The king said moreover 
to Shimei, Thou knowest all the wickedness 
which thine heart is privy to, that thou didst 
to David my father: therefore the Lord shall 
return thy wickedness upon thine own head; 
and king Solomon shall be blessed, and the 
throne of David shall be established before 
the Lord for ever. So the king commanded 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; which went out, 
and fell upon him, that he died. And the 
kingdom was established in the hand of 
Solomon. 

Royal Bride 

And Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh 
king of Egypt, and took Pharaoh’s daughter, 
and brought her into the city 6f David, until 
he had made an end of building his own 
house, and the house of the Lord, and the 
wall of Jerusalem round about. Only the 
people sacrificed in high places, because 
there was no house built unto the name of 
the Lord, until those days. And Solomon 
loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of 
David his father: only he sacrificed and 
burnt incense in high places. 

Prayer for Wisdom 

And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice 
there; for that was the great high place: a 
thousand burnt offerings did Solomon offer 
upon that altar. In Gibeon the Lord ap- 
peared to Solomon in a dream by night: and 
God said. Ask what I shall give thee. And 
Solomon said. Thou hast shewed unto thy 
servant David my father great mercy, ac- 
cording as he walked before thee in truth, 
and in righteousness, and in uprightness of 
heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him 
this great kindness, that thou hast given him 
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a son to sit on Ms throne, as it is this day. 
And now, O Lord my God, thou hast made 
thy servant king instead of David my father: 
and I am but a little child : I know not how 
to go out or come in. And thy servant is in 
the midst of thy people which thou hast 
chosen, a great people, that cannot be num- 
bered nor counted for multitude. Give there- 
fore thy servant an understanding heart to 
judge thy people, that I may discern between 
good and bad: 1 * * for who is able to judge this 
thy so great a people? 

And the speech pleased the Lord, that 
Solomon had asked this thing. And God 
said unto him, Because thou hast asked this 
thing, and hast not asked for thyself long 
life; neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor 
hast asked the life of thine enemies; but hast 
asked for thyself understanding to discern 
judgment; behold, I have done according to 
thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and 
an understanding heart; so that there was 
none like thee before thee, neither after thee 
shall any arise like unto thee. And I have 
also given thee that which thou hast not 
asked, both riches, and honour: so that there 
shall not be any among the kings like unto 
thee all thy days. And if thou wilt walk in my 
ways, to keep my statutes and my command- 
ments, as thy father David did walk, then I 
will lengthen thy days. And Solomon awoke; 
and, behold, it was a dream. And he came 
to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt 
offerings, and offered peace offerings, and 
made a feast to all Ms servants. 

The King's Judgment 

Then came there two women, that were 
harlots, unto the king, and stood before him. 
And the one woman said, O my lord, I and 
tMs woman dwell in one house; and I was 
delivered of a cMld with her in the house. 
And it came to pass the third day after that 
I was delivered, that this woman was de- 
livered also: and we were together; there 
was no stranger with us in the house, save we 
two in the house. And this woman’s child 
died in the night; because she overlaid it. 
And she arose at midnight, and took my son 
from beside me, while thine handmaid slept, 
and laid it in her bosom, and laid her dead 


1 The Hebrew word translated ‘wisdom 5 implies ‘spiritual insight 5 rather than ‘wisdom 5 in our sense of 

that word. This gift of God, says the Bible, here and in many other places, is to be found most fully de- 

veloped in those who hold communion with Him. 
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child in my bosom* And when I rose in the 
morning to give my child suck, behold, it 
was dead: but when I had considered it in 
the morning, behold, it was not my son, 
which I did bear* And the other woman 
said. Nay; but the living is my son, and the 
dead is thy son. And this said. No; but the 
dead is thy son, and the living is my son* 
Thus they spake before the king* 

Then said the king. The one saith, This is 
my son that liveth, and thy son is the dead: 
and the other saith, Nay; but thy son is the 
dead, and my son is the living. And the king 
said. Bring me a sword* And they brought 
a sword before the king* And the king said, 
Divide the living child in two, and give 
half to the one, and half to the other. Then 
spake the woman whose the living child was 
unto the king, for her bowels yearned upon 
her son, and she said, O my lord, give her 
the living child, and in no wise slay it. But 
the other said. Let it be neither mine nor 
thine, but divide it. Then the king answered 
and said. Give her the living child, and in no 
wise slay it: she is the mother thereof. And 
all Israel heard of the judgment which the 
king had judged; and they feared the king: 
for they saw that the wisdom of God was 
in him, to do judgment. 

Princes 

So king Solomon was king over all Israel. 
And these were the princes which he had; 
Azariah the son of Zadok the priest, Eli- 
horeph and Ahiah, the sons of Shisha, scribes ; 
Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud, the recorder. 
And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over 
the host: and Zadok and Abiathar were the 
priests: and Azariah the son of Nathan was 
over the officers: and Zabud the son of Na- 
than was principal officer, and the king’s 
friend: and Ahishar was over the household: 
and Adoniram the son of Abda was over the 
tribute. 

Officers of the Household 

And Solomon had twelve officers over all 
Israel, which provided victuals for the king 
and his household: each man his month in 
a year made provision. And these are their 
names: the son of Hur, in mount Ephraim: 
the son of Dekar, in Makaz, and in Shaalbim, 
and Beth-shemesh, and Elon-beth-hanan: the 
son of Hesed, in Aruboth; to him pertained 


Sochoh, and all the land of Hepher: the son 
of Abinadab, in all the region of Dor; which 
had Taphath the daughter of Solomon to 
wife: Baana the son of Ahilud; to him per- 
tained Taanach and Megiddo, and all Beth- 
shean, which is by Zartanah beneath Jezreel, 
from Beth-shean to Abel-meholah, even 
unto the place that is beyond Jokneam: the 
son of Geber, in Ramoth-gilead; to him per- 
tained the towns of Jair the son of Manasseh, 
which are in Gilead; to him also pertained 
the region of Argob, which is in Bashan, 
threescore great cities with walls and brasen 
bars: Ahinadab the son of Iddo had Maha- 
naim : Ahimaaz was in Naphtali ; he also took 
Basmath the daughter of Solomon to wife: 
Baanah the son of Hushai was in Asher and 
in Aloth: Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, in 
Issachar: Shimei the son of Elah, in Benja- 
min : Geber the son of Uri was in the country 
of Gilead, in the country of Sihon king of the 
Amorites, and of Og king of Bashan; and he 
was the only officer which was in the land. 

National Prosperity 

Judah and Israel were many, as the sand 
which is by the sea in multitude, eating and 
drinking, and making merry. And Solomon 
reigned over all kingdoms from the river 
unto the land of the Philistines, and unto the 
border of Egypt: they brought presents, and 
served Solomon all the days of his life. And 
Solomon’s provision for one day was thirty 
measures of fine flour, and threescore mea- 
sures of meal, ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen 
out of the pastures, and an hundred sheep, 
beside harts, and roebucks, and fallowdeer, 
and fatted fowl. For he had dominion over 
all the region on this side the river, from 
Tiphsah even to Azzah, over all the kings on 
this side the river: and he had peace on all 
sides round about him. And Judah and 
Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine 
and under his flg tree, from Dan even to 
Beer-sheba, all the days of Solomon. And 
Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses 
for his chariots, and twelve thousand horse- 
men. And those officers provided victual for 
king Solomon, and for all that came unto 
king Solomon’s table, every man in his 
month: they lacked nothing. Barley also 
and straw for the horses and dromedaries 
brought they unto the place where the 
officers were, every man according to his 
charge. 
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World-wide Fame 

And God gave Solomon wisdom and 
understanding exceeding much* and large- 
ness of heart* even as the sand that is on the 
sea shore. And Solomon’s wisdom excelled 
the wisdom of all the children of the east 
country* and all the wisdom of Egypt, For 
he was wiser than all men; 1 than Ethan the 
Ezrahite* and Heman, and Chalcol* and 
Darda* the sons of Mahol: and his fame was 
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in all nations round about. And he spake 
three thousand proverbs : and his songs were 
a thousand and five. And he spake of trees* 
from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even 
unto the hyssop that springeth out of the 
wall: he spake also of beasts* and of fowl* and 
of creeping things* and of fishes. And there 
came of all people to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon* from all kings of the earth* which 
had heard of his wisdom. 


IMPOSING BUILDINGS 1 Kings 5 , i- 9 , 25 

We are tempted to stop and watch the erection of the Temple, for obviously it is a most 
important building. But we shall come back to it, and study it in detail , when we know 
more about the city and its citizens . Close by the Temple is the King’s House, part of 
a pile of buildings that matched, if it did not outshine, the House of the Lord, and took 
almost twice as long to build „ Here also were the State offices, an arsenal, the head- 
quarters of the army, and the people’s court. For their day the buildings were great in 
size and significance. Ours have outstripped them in magnitude, but what is the signifi- 
cance of the big-scale structures that now dominate our cities? Did they spring from 
a lofty purpose? 


AND Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants 
unto Solomon; for he had heard that they 
had anointed him king in the room of his 
father: for Hiram was ever a lover of David. 
And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying* Thou 
knowest how that David my father could not 
build an house unto the name of the Lord 
his God for the wars which were about him 
on every side* until the Lord put them under 
the soles of his feet. But now the Lord my 
God hath given me rest on every side* so 
that there is neither adversary nor evil occur- 
rent. And* behold* I purpose to build an 
house unto the name of the Lord my God* 
as the Lord spake unto David my father* 
saying* Thy son* whom I will set upon thy 
throne in thy room, he shall build an house 
unto my name. Now therefore command 
thou that they hew me cedar trees out of 
Lebanon; and my servants shall be with thy 
servants: and unto thee will I give hire for 
thy servants according to all that thou shalt 
appoint: for thou knowest that there is not 
among us any that can skill to hew timber 
like unto the Sidonians, 

And it came to pass* when Hiram heard 
the words of Solomon* that he rejoiced 


greatly* and said* Blessed be the Lord this 
day, which hath given unto David a wise son 
over this great people. And Hiram sent to 
Solomon* saying, I have considered the 
things which thou sentest to me for: and I 
will do all thy desire concerning timber of 
cedar* and concerning timber of fir. My 
servants shall bring them down from Le- 
banon unto the sea: and I will convey them 
by sea in floats unto the place that thou shalt 
appoint me* and will cause them to be dis- 
charged there, and thou shalt receive them: 
and thou shalt accomplish my desire, in 
giving food for my household. So Hiram 
gave Solomon cedar trees and fir trees ac- 
cording to all his desire. And Solomon gave 
Hiram twenty thousand measures of wheat 
for food to his household* and twenty 
measures of pure oil; thus gave Solomon to 
Hiram year by year. And the Lord gave 
Solomon wisdom* as he promised him ; and 
there was peace between Hiram and Solo- 
mon; and they two made a league together. 

The Builders 

And king Solomon raised a levy out of all 
Israel; and the levy was thirty thousand men. 


1 In the period of the Judges, Israel had defeated its enemies with the sword. Now it competes with 
them in intelligence and knowledge. 
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And he sent them to Lebanon* ten thousand 
a month by courses: a month they were in 
Lebanon* and two months at home: and 
Adoniram was over the levy. And Solomon 
had threescore and ten thousand that bare 
burdens* and fourscore thousand hewers in 
the mountains; beside the chief of Solo- 
mon's officers which were over the work, 
three thousand and three hundred, which 
ruled over the people that wrought in the 
work. And the king commanded, and they 
brought great stones, costly stones, and 
hewed stones, to lay the foundation of the 
house. And Solomon's builders and Hiram's 
builders did hew them, and the stone- 
squarers: so they prepared timber and stones 
to build the house. 

The House of the Lord 

And it came to pass in the four hundred 
and eightieth year after the children of Israel 
were come out of the land of Egypt, in the 
fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, 
in the month Zif, which is the second 
month, that he began to build the house of 
the Lord . 1 And the house which king Solo- 
mon built for the Lord, the length thereof 
was threescore cubits, and the breadth 
thereof twenty cubits, and the height thereof 
thirty cubits. And the porch before the 
temple of the house, twenty cubits was the 
length thereof, according to the breadth of 
the house; and ten cubits was the breadth 
thereof before the house. And for the house 
he made windows of narrow lights. And 
against the wall of the house he built cham- 
bers round about, against the walls of the 
house round about, both of the temple and 
of the oracle: and he made chambers round 
about: the nethermost chamber was five 
cubits broad, and the middle was six cubits 
broad, and the third was seven cubits broad: 
for without in the wall of the house he 
made narrowed rests round about, that the 
beams should not be fastened in the walls of 
the house. And the house, when it was in 
building, was built of stone made ready be- 
fore it was brought thither : so that there was 
neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron 
heard in the house, while it was in building. 


The door for the middle chamber was in the 
right side of the house: and they went up 
with winding stairs into the middle chamber, 
and out of the middle into the third. So he 
built the house, and finished it; and covered 
the house with beams and boards of cedar. 
And then he built chambers against all the 
house, five cubits high: and they rested on 
the house with timber of cedar. 

The Word of the Lord 

And the word of the Lord came to Solo- 
mon, saying, Concerning this house which 
thou art in building, if thou wilt walk in my 
statutes, and execute my judgments, and 
keep all my commandments to walk in them; 
then will I perform my word with thee, 
which I spake unto David thy father: and I 
will dwell among the children of Israel, and 
will not forsake my people Israel. 

The House Within 

So Solomon built the house, and finished 
it. And he built the walls of the house within 
with boards of cedar, both the floor of the 
house, and the walls of the cieling: and he 
covered them on the inside with wood, and 
covered the floor of the house with planks of 
fir. And he built twenty cubits on the sides 
of the house, both the floor and the walls 
with boards of cedar: he even built them for 
it within, even for the oracle, even for the 
most holy place. And the house, that is, the 
temple before it, was forty cubits long. And 
the cedar of the house within was carved 
with knops and open flowers: all was cedar; 
there was no stone seen. And the oracle he 
prepared in the house within, to set there 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord. And 
the oracle in the forepart was twenty cubits in 
length, and twenty cubits in breadth, and 
twenty cubits in the height thereof: and he 
overlaid it with pure gold; and so covered 
the altar which was of cedar. So Solomon 
overlaid the house within with pure gold: 
and he made a partition by the chains of gold 
before the oracle; and he overlaid it with 
gold. And the whole house he overlaid with 
gold, until he had finished all the house: also 


* In this presentation of the Bible we are trying to help the reader to see the great backgrounds of the 
Divine Revelation and look through the sacred page to the common, universal, characteristic, and unchanging 
features of the backgrounds of human existence in every age. In this section the main background is the 
City. The Temple is a feature of it. But in the next section (i Chron. to Esther) the Temple is, in our view, 
not a feature of the scene: it fills the whole canvas. So we shall deal with it when we come to it in the later 
narratives. 





GIGANTIC BUILDINGS THAT ALMOST SHUT OUT THE SUN 


How massive and magnificent are the buildings of our modern cities. The Temple and 
palaces that adorned Jerusalem will hardly bear comparison with recent architecture, 
which, with the help of iron and steel, goes far beyond the simple structures of wood and 
stone. But when the sacred buildings were erected, they were marvellous ; so marvellous 
that men soon began to think more of the buildings of the city than of its brotherhood. 
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the Whole altar that was by the oracle he of, and according to aH the fashion of it. So 
overlaid with' gold. was he seven years in building it. 


Its Great Beauty 

And within the oracle he made two diem- 
bims of olive tree, each ten cubits high. And 
five cubits was the one wing of the cherub, 
and five cubits the other wing of the cherub : 
from the uttermost part of the one wing unto 
the uttermost part of the other were ten 
cubits. And the other cherub was ten cubits : 
both the cherubims were of one measure and 
one size. The height of the one cherub was 
ten cubits, and so was it of the other cherub. 
And he set the cherubims within the inner 
house: and they stretched forth the wings of 
the cherubims, so that the wing of the one 
touched the one wall, and the wing of the 
other cherub touched the other wall; and 
their wings touched one another in the 
midst of the house. And he overlaid the 
cherubims with gold. 

And he carved all the walls of the house 
round about with carved figures of cheru- 
bims and palm trees and open flowers, within 
and without. And the floor of the house he 
overlaid with gold, within and without. And 
for the entering of the oracle he made doors 
of olive tree: the lintel and side posts 
were a fifth part of the wall. The two doors 
also were of olive tree; and he carved upon 
them carvings of cherubims and palm trees 
and open flowers, and overlaid them with 
gold, and spread gold upon the cherubims, 
and upon the palm trees. So also made he 
for the door of the temple posts of olive tree, 
a fourth part of the wall. And the two doors 
were of fir tree: the two leaves of the one 
door were folding, and the two leaves of the 
other door were folding. And he carved 
thereon cherubims and palm trees and open 
flowers : and covered them with gold fitted 
upon the carved work. And he built the 
inner court with three rows of hewed stone, 
and a row of cedar beams. 

Seven Years'* Work 

In the fourth year was the foundation of 
the house of the Lord laid, in the month 
Zif: and in the eleventh year, in the month 
Bui, which is the eighth month, was the 
house finished throughout all the parts there- 


Royal Palaces 

But Solomon was building his own house 
thirteen years, and he finished all his house. 
He built also the house of the forest of Le- 
banon; the length thereof was an hundred 
cubits, and the breadth thereof fifty cubits, 
and the height thereof thirty cubits, upon 
four rows of cedar pillars, with cedar beams 
upon the pillars. And it was covered with 
cedar above upon the beams, that lay on 
forty five pillars, fifteen in a row. And there 
were windows in three rows, and light was 
against light in three ranks. And all the 
doors and posts were square, with the win- 
dows: and light was against light in three 
ranks. And he made a porch of pillars ; 1 the 
length thereof was fifty cubits, and the 
breadth thereof thirty cubits: and the porch 
was before them: and the other pillars and 
the thick beam were before them. Then he 
made a porch for the throne where he might 
judge, even the porch of judgment: and it 
was covered with cedar from one side of the 
floor to the other. And his house where he 
dwelt had another court within the porch, 
which was of the like work. Solomon made 
also an house for Pharaoh’s daughter, whom 
he had taken to wife, like unto this porch. 

The Outer Wall 

All these were of costly stones, according 
to the measures of hewed stones, sawed 
with saws, within and without, even from 
the foundation unto the coping, and so on 
the outside toward the great court. And the 
foundation was of costly stones, even great 
stones, stones of ten cubits, and stones of 
eight cubits. And above were costly stones, 
after the measures of hewed stones, and 
cedars. And the great court round about was 
with three rows of hewed stones, and a row 
of cedar beams, both for the inner court of 
the house of the Lord, and for the porch of 
the house. 

Skilled Craftsman 

And king Solomon sent and fetched Hiram 
out of Tyre. He was a widow’s son of the 


1 The name, but not of course the building, of Solomon’s Porch, survived to the days of our Lord and 
His Apostles (John 10, 23; Acts 3, 11; 5, 12). 
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tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man 
of Tyre, a worker in brass; and he was filled 
with wisdom, and understanding, and cun- 
ning to work all works in brass . And he 
came to king Solomon, and wrought all his 
work. For he cast two pillars of brass, of 
eighteen cubits high apiece; and a line of 
twelve cubits did compass either of them 
about. And he made two chapiters of molten 
brass, to set upon the tops of the pillars : the 
height of the one chapiter was five cubits, 
and the height of the other chapiter was five 
cubits : and nets of checker work, and wreaths 
of chain work, for the chapiters which were 
upon the top of the pillars ; seven for the one 
chapiter, and seven for the other chapiter. 
And he made the pillars, and two rows round 
about upon the one network, to cover the 
chapiters that were upon the top, with pome- 
granates ; 1 and so did he for the other chapiter. 
And the chapiters that were upon the top of 
the pillars were of lily work in the porch, four 
cubits. And the chapiters upon the two 
pillars had pomegranates also above, over 
against the belly which was by the network; 
and the pomegranates were two hundred in 
rows round about upon the other chapiter. 
And he set up the pillars in the porch of the 
temple: and he set up the right pillar, and 
called the name thereof Jachin: and he set 
up the left pillar, and called the name thereof 
Boaz. And upon the top of the pillars was 
lily work: so was the work of the pillars 
finished. 

Metal Work 

And he made a molten sea, ten cubits from 
the one brim to the other: it was round all 
about, and his height was five cubits : and 
a line of thirty cubits did compass it round 
about. And under the brim of it round about 
there were knops compassing it, ten in a 
cubit, compassing the sea round about: the 
knops were cast in two rows, when it was 
cast. It stood upon twelve oxen, three look- 
ing toward the north, and three looking to- 
ward the west, and three looking toward the 
south, and three looking toward the east: 
and the sea was set above upon them, and 
all their hinder parts were inward. And it 
was an hand breadth thick, and the brim 
thereof was wrought like the brim of a cup, 
with flowers of lilies : it contained two thou- 
sand baths. 
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And he made ten bases of brass; four 
cubits was the length of one base, and four 
cubits the breadth thereof, and three cubits 
the height of it. And the work of the bases 
was on this manner: they had borders, and 
the borders were between the ledges: and on 
the borders that were between the ledges 
were lions, oxen, and cherubims : and upon 
the ledges there was a base above: and be- 
neath the lions and oxen were certain addi- 
tions made of thin work. And every base had 
four brasen wheels, and plates of brass : and 
the four comers thereof had undersetters: 
under the laver were undersetters molten, at 
the side of every addition. And the mouth 
of it within the chapiter and above was a 
cubit: but the mouth thereof was round 
after the work of the base, a cubit and an half: 
and also upon the mouth of it were gravings 
with their borders, foursquare, not round. 
And under the borders were four wheels; 
and the axletrees of the wheels were joined 
to the base: and the height of a wheel was a 
cubit and half a cubit. And the work of the 
wheels was like the work of a chariot wheel: 
their axletrees, and their naves, and their 
felloes, and their spokes, were all molten. 
And there were four undersetters to the four 
corners of one base: and the undersetters 
were of the very base itself. And in the top 
of the base was there a round compass of 
half a cubit high: and on the top of the base 
the ledges thereof and the borders thereof 
were of the same. For on the plates of the 
ledges thereof, and on the borders thereof, 
he graved cherubims, lions, and palm trees, 
according to the proportion of every one, 
and additions round about. After this 
manner he made the ten bases: all of them 
had one casting, one measure, and one size. 

Then made he ten lavers of brass : one 
laver contained forty baths; and every laver 
was four cubits : and upon every one of the 
ten bases one laver. And he put five bases 
on the right side of the house, and five on 
the left side of the house: and he set the sea 
on the right side of the house eastward over 
against the south. 

And Hiram made the lavers, and the 
shovels, and the basons. So Hiram made an 
end of doing all the work that he made king 
Solomon for the house of the Lord: the two 
pillars, and the two bowls of the chapiters 
that were on the top of the two pillars ; and 


1 Modem advocates of the regional planning of cities perceive in the nature-designs on dty buildings the 
human need for contacts with the country. 
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the two networks, to cover the two bowls of 
the chapiters which were upon the top of the 
pillars; and four hundred pomegranates for 
the two networks* even two rows of pome- 
granates for one network, to cover the two 
bowls of the chapiters that were upon the 
pillars; and the ten bases, and ten lavers on 
the bases; and one sea, and twelve oxen under 
the sea; and the pots, and the shovels, and 
the basons: and all these vessels, which 
Hiram made to king Solomon for the house 
of the Lord, were of bright brass. In the 
plain of Jordan did the king cast them, in the 
clay ground between Succoth and Zarthan. 
And Solomon left all the vessels unweighed, 
because they were exceeding many: neither 
was the weight of the brass found out. 

And Solomon made all the vessels that 
pertained unto the house of the Lord: the 
altar of gold, and the table of gold, where- 
upon the shewbread was, and the candle- 
sticks of pure gold, five on the right side, and 
five on the left, before the oracle, with the 
flowers, and the lamps, and the tongs of gold, 
and the bowls, and the snuffers, and the 
basons, and the spoons, and the censers of 
pure gold; and the hinges of gold, both for 
the doors of the inner house, the most holy 
place, and for the doors of the house, to wit, 
of the temple. 

So was ended all the work that king Solo- 
mon made for the house of the Lord. And 
Solomon brought in the things which David 
Ms father had dedicated; even the silver, and 
the gold, and the vessels, did he put among 
the treasures of the house of the Lord, 

The Ark of the Lord 

Then Solomon assembled the elders of 
Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the 
chief of the fathers of the children of Israel, 
unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, that they 
might bring up the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord out of the city of David, wMch is Zion . 1 
And all the men of Israel assembled them- 
selves unto king Solomon at the feast in the 
month Ethanim, which is the seventh month. 
And all the elders of Israel came, and the 
priests took up the ark. And they brought 
up the ark of the Lord, and the tabernacle 
of the congregation, and all the holy vessels 
that were in the tabernacle, even those did 
the priests and the Levites bring up. And 


king Solomon, and all the congregation of 
Israel, that were assembled unto him, were 
with him before the ark, sacrificing sheep 
and oxen, that could not be told nor num- 
bered for multitude. And the priests brought 
in the ark of the covenant of the Lord unto 
Ms place, into the oracle of the house, to the 
most holy place, even under the wings of the 
cherabims. For the cherubims spread forth 
their two wings over the place of the ark, and 
the cherubims covered the ark and the staves 
thereof above. And they drew out the staves, 
that the ends of the staves were seen out in 
the holy place before the oracle, and they 
were not seen without: and there they are 
unto this day. There was nothing in the ark 
save the two tables of stone, which Moses 
put there at Horeb, when the Lord made 
a covenant with the cliildren of Israel, when 
they came out of the land of Egypt. And it 
came to pass, when the priests were come 
out of the holy place, that the cloud filled 
the house of the Lord, so that the priests 
could not stand to minister because of the 
cloud: for the glory of the Lord had filled 
the house of the Lord. 

Address to the People 

Then spake Solomon, The Lord said that 
he would dwell in the thick darkness. I have 
surely built thee an house to dwell in, a 
settled place for thee to abide in for ever. 
And the king turned Ms face about, and 
blessed all the congregation of Israel: (and 
all the congregation of Israel stood;) and 
he said. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
wMch spake with Ms mouth unto David my 
father, and hath with Ms hand fulfilled it, 
saying, Since the day that I brought forth 
my people Israel out of Egypt, I chose no 
city out of all the tribes of Israel to build an 
house, that my name might be therein; but 
I chose David to be over my people Israel. 
And it was in the heart of David my father 
to build an house for the name of the Lord 
God of Israel. And the Lord said unto 
David my father. Whereas it was in thine 
heart to build an house unto my name, thou 
didst well that it was in thine heart. Never- 
theless thou shalt not build the house; but 
thy son that shall come forth out of thy loins, 
he shall build the house unto my name. And 
the Lord hath performed Ms word that he 


1 Zion was the name of the hill on which the City and the Temple stood. In a few instances the name 
is given to Jerusalem. 


380 



spake, and I am risen up in the room of 
David my father, and sit on the throne of 
Israel, as the Lord promised, and have built 
an house for the name of the Lord God of 
Israel. And I have set there a place for the 
ark, wherein Is the covenant of the Lord, 
which he made with our fathers, when he 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, 

The King*s Prayer 

And Solomon stood before the altar of the 
Lord in the presence of all the congregation 
of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward 
heaven: and he said. Lord God of Israel, 
there is no God like- thee, in heaven above, 
or on earth beneath, who keepest covenant 
and mercy with thy servants that walk before 
thee with all their heart: who hast kept with 
thy servant David my father that thou pro- 
misedst him: thou spakest also with thy 
mouth, and hast fulfilled it with thine hand, 
as it is this day. Therefore now. Lord God 
of Israel, keep with thy servant David my 
father that thou promisedst him, saying. 
There shall not fail thee a man in my sight 
to sit on the throne of Israeli so that thy 
children take heed to their way, that they 
walk before me as thou hast walked before 
me. And now, O God of Israel, let thy word, 
I pray thee, be verified, which thou spakest 
unto thy servant David my father. 

But will God indeed dwell on the earth? 
behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens 
cannot contain thee; how much less this 
house that I have builded? Yet have thou 
respect unto the prayer of thy servant, and 
to his supplication, O Lord my God, to 
hearken unto the cry and to the prayer, 
which thy servant prayeth before thee to day: 
that thine eyes may be open toward this 
house night and day, even toward the place 
of which thou hast said. My name shall be 
there: that thou mayest hearken unto the 
prayer which thy servant shall make toward 
this place. And hearken thou to the suppli- 
cation of thy servant, and of thy people 
Israel, when they shall pray toward this 
place: and hear thou in heaven thy dwelling 
place: and when thou hearest, forgive. 

If any man trespass against his neighbour, 
and an oath be laid upon him to cause him 
to swear, and the oath come before thine 
altar in this house : then hear thou in heaven, 
and do, and judge thy servants, condemning 
the wicked, to bring his way upon his head; 
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and justifying the righteous, to give him 
according to Ms righteousness. 

When thy people Israel be smitten down 
before the enemy, because they have sinned 
against thee, and shall turn again to thee, 
and confess thy name, and pray, and make 
supplication unto thee in this house: then 
hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin 
of thy people Israel, and bring them again 
unto the land wMch thou gavest unto their 
fathers. 

When heaven Is shut up, and there is no 
rain, because they have sinned against thee; 
if they pray toward this place, and confess 
thy name, and turn from their sin, when 
thou affiictest them: then hear thou in 
heaven, and forgive the sin of thy servants, 
and of thy people Israel, that thou teach 
them the good way wherein they should 
walk, and give rain upon thy land, which 
thou hast given to thy people for an inherit- 
ance. 

If there be in the land famine, if there be 
pestilence, blasting, mildew, locust, or if 
there be caterpiUer; if their enemy besiege 
them in the land of their cities; whatsoever 
plague, whatsoever sickness there be; what 
prayer and supplication soever be made by 
any man, or by all thy people Israel, which 
shall know every man the plague of his own 
heart, and spread forth Ms hands toward this 
house: then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling, 
place, and forgive, and do, and give to every 
man according to Ms ways, whose heart thou 
knowest; (for thou, even thou only, knowest 
the hearts of all the children of men;) that 
they may fear thee all the days that they live 
in the land wMch thou gavest unto our 
fathers. 

Moreover concerning a stranger, that is 
not of thy people Israel, but cometh out of 
a far country for thy name's sake; (for they 
shall hear of thy great name, and of thy 
strong hand, and of thy stretched out arm;) 
when he shall come and pray toward this 
house; hear thou in heaven thy dwelling 
place, and do according to all that the stranger 
calleth to thee for: that all people of the earth 
may know thy name, to fear thee, as do thy 
people Israel; and that they may know that 
this house, which I have builded, is called 
by thy name. 

If thy people go out to battle against their 
enemy, wMthersoever thou shalt send them, 
and shall pray unto the Lord toward the city 
wMch thou hast chosen, and toward the 


m 



i KINGS 8 , 44 

house that I have built for thy name: then 
hear thou in heaven their prayer and their 
supplication, and maintain their cause. 

If they sin against thee, (for there is no 
man that sinneth not,) and thou be angry 
with them, and deliver them to the enemy, 
so that they carry them away captives unto 
the land of the enemy, far or near , yet if they 
shall bethink themselves in the land whither 
they were carried captives, and repent, and 
make supplication unto thee in the land of 
them that carried them captives, saying. We 
have sinned, and have done perversely, we 
have committed wickedness; and so return 
unto thee with all their heart, and with all 
their soul, in the land of their enemies, which 
led them away captive, and pray unto thee 
toward their land, which thou gavest unto 
their fathers, the city which thou hast chosen, 
and the house which I have built for thy 
name: then hear thou their prayer and their 
supplication in heaven thy dwelling place, 
and maintain their cause, and forgive thy 
people that have sinned against thee, and all 
their transgressions wherein they have trans- 
gressed against thee, and give them compas- 
sion before them who carried them captive, 
that they may have compassion on them: 
for they be thy people, and thine inheritance, 
which thou broughtest forth out of Egypt, 
from the midst of the furnace of iron: that 
thine eyes may be open unto the supplica- 
tion of thy servant, and unto the supplica- 
tion of thy people Israel, to hearken unto 
them in all that they call for unto thee. For 
thou didst separate them from among all the 
people of the earth, to be thine inheritance, 
as thou spakest by the hand of Moses thy 
servant, when thou broughtest our fathers 
out of Egypt, O Lord God. 

The Benediction 

And it was so, that when Solomon had 
made an end of praying all this prayer and 
supplication unto the Lord, he arose from 
before the altar of the Lord, from kneeling 
on his knees with his hands spread up to 
heaven. And he stood, and blessed all the 
congregation of Israel with a loud voice, 
saying. Blessed be the Lord, that hath given 
rest unto his people Israel, according to 
all that he promised: there hath not failed 
one word of all his good promise, which he 
promised by the hand of Moses his servant. 
The Lord our God be with us, as he was 


with our fathers: let Mm not leave us, nor 
forsake us: that he may incline our hearts 
unto him, to walk in all his ways, and to keep 
Ms commandments, and his statutes, and his 
judgments, which he commanded our fathers. 
And let these my words, wherewith I have 
made supplication before the Lord, be nigh 
unto the Lord our God day and night, that 
he maintain the cause of his servant, and the 
cause of his people Israel at all times, as the 
matter shall require: that all the people of 
the earth may know that the Lord is God, 
and that there is none else. Let your heart 
therefore be perfect with the Lord our God, 
to walk in his statutes, and to keep his com- 
mandments, as at this day. 

Dedication and Celebration 

And the king, and all Israel with him, 
offered sacrifice before the Lord, And Solo- 
mon offered a sacrifice of peace offerings, 
which he offered unto the Lord, two and 
twenty thousand oxen, and an hundred and 
twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all 
the children of Israel dedicated the house of 
the Lord. The same day did the king hallow 
the middle of the court that was before the 
house of the Lord : for there he offered burnt 
offerings, and meat offerings, and the fat of 
the peace offerings: because the brasen altar 
that was before the Lord was too little to 
receive the burnt offerings, and meat offer- 
ings, and the fat of the peace offerings. And 
at that time Solomon held a feast, and all 
Israel with him, a great congregation, from 
the entering in of Hamath unto the river of 
Egypt, before the Lord our God, seven days 
and seven days, even fourteen days. On the 
eighth day he sent the people away: and they 
blessed the king, and went unto their tents 
joyful and glad of heart for all the goodness 
that the Lord had done for David his serv- 
ant, and for Israel Ms people. 

The Service of God 

And it came to pass, when Solomon had 
finished the building of the house of the 
Lord, and the king’s house, and all Solo- 
mon’s desire wMch he was pleased to do, 
that the Lord appeared to Solomon the 
second time, as he had appeared unto him 
at Gibeon. And the Lord said unto him, 
I have heard thy prayer and thy supplica- 
tion, that thou hast made before me: I have 
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hallowed this house, which thou hast built, 
to put my name there for ever; and mine 
eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetu- 
ally. And if thou wilt walk before me, as 
David thy father walked, in integrity of 
heart, and in uprightness, to do according to 
all that I have commanded thee, and wilt 
keep my statutes and my judgments: then 
I will establish the throne of thy kingdom 
upon Israel for ever, as I promised to David 
thy father, saying. There shall not fail thee 
a man upon the throne of Israel. But if ye 
shall at all turn from following me, ye or 
your children, and will not keep my com- 
mandments and my statutes which I have 
set before you, but go and serve other gods, 
and worship them: then will I cut off Israel 
out of the land which I have given them ; and 
this house, which I have hallowed for my 
name, will I cast out of my sight; and Israel 
shall be a proverb and a byword among all 
people: and at this house, which is high, 
every one that passeth by it shall be aston- 
ished, and shall hiss; and they shall say. Why 
hath the Lord done thus unto this land, and 
to this house? And they shall answer, Be- 
cause they forsook the Lord their God, who 
brought forth their fathers out of the land of 
Egypt, and have taken hold upon other gods, 
and have worshipped them, and served them : 
therefore hath the Lord brought upon them 
all this evil. 

Royal Gifts 

And it came to pass at the end of twenty 
years, when Solomon had built the two 
houses, the house of the Lord, and the king’s 
house, (now Hiram the king of Tyre had fur- 
nished Solomon with cedar trees and fir trees, 
and with gold, according to all his desire,) 
that then king Solomon gave Hiram twenty 
cities in the land of Galilee. And Hiram 
came out from Tyre to see the cities which 
Solomon had given him; and they pleased 
him not. And he said. What cities are these 
which thou hast given me, my brother? And 
he called them the land of Cabul unto this 
day. And Hiram sent to the king sixscore 
talents of gold. 


Forced Labour 

t And this is the reason of the levy which 
king Solomon raised; for to build the house 
of the Lord, and his own house, and Millo, 
and the wall of Jerusalem, and Hazor, and 
Megiddo, and Gezer. For Pharaoh king of 
Egypt had gone up, and taken Gezer, and 
burnt it with fire, and slain the Canaanites 
that dwelt in the city, and given it for a 
present unto his daughter, Solomon’s wife. 
And Solomon built Gezer, and Beth-horon 
the nether, and Baalath, and Tadmor in the 
wilderness, in the land, and all the cities of 
store that Solomon had, and cities for his 
chariots, and cities for his horsemen, and 
that which Solomon desired to build in Jeru- 
salem, and in Lebanon, and in all the land of 
his dominion. And all the people that were 
left of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, 
Hivites, and Jebusites, which were not of the 
children of Israel, their children that were 
left after them in the land, whom the children 
of Israel also were not able utterly to destroy, 
upon those did Solomon levy a tribute of 
bondservice unto this day. But of the chil- 
dren of Israel did Solomon make no bond- 
men : 1 but they were men of war, and his 
servants, and his princes, and his captains, 
and rulers of his chariots, and his horsemen. 
These were the chief of the officers that were 
over Solomon’s work, five hundred and fifty, 
which bare rule over the people that wrought 
in the work. 

FharaoKs Daughter 

But Pharaoh’s daughter came up out of 
the city of David unto her house which Solo- 
mon had built for her: then did he build 
Millo. 

Temple Services 

And three times in a year did Solomon 
offer burnt offerings and peace offerings 
upon the altar which he built unto the Lord, 
and he burnt incense upon the altar that was 
before the Lord. So he finished the house. 


1 With this passage compare the statement on p. 375 > under the paragraph heading ‘The Builders (i Kings 
5, 13-18), where It says, ‘King Solomon raised a levy out of all Israel; and the levy was thirty thousand men . 
The explanation offered by modem scholarship for this contradiction is that the passage on this page was a 
later addition to the narrative, introduced to tone down the ugly facts found in the ancient records winch 
were used by the writer of I Kings 5, 13. There may, of course, have been a grain of truth in the addition, 
for it is more than likely that the people who were not Israelites would have to bear the heaviest burdens. 
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RAPID PROGRESS * Kin S s 9 , 26— 11 } 25 

What a change has come over the city! The streets, a short while ago, were thronged 
with workmen , and excitement was high with holy joy . In every heart there was a 
deep exulting sense of destiny . Now, chariots dash down the road, merchants crowd 
through the gates with the rich produce of distant lands brought by ships of the King's 
own fleet , banquets are held , foreign visitors are entertained, and from lip to lip new 
knowledge leaps . What a different Jerusalem . But how true to type is the picture . 
And how serious is the problem which every growing city has to face. For the changing 
scene means all too often not a change for the better in the outlook and spirit of the 
people . 


King's Navy 

AND king Solomon made a navy 2 of ships 
in Ezion-geber* which is beside Eloth* on the 
shore of the Red sea* in the land of Edom, 
And Hiram sent in the navy his servants* 
shipmen that had knowledge of the sea* with 
the servants of Solomon, And they came to 
Ophir* 2 and fetched from thence gold* four 
hundred and twenty talents* and brought it 
to king Solomon. 

Queen of Sheba 3 s Visit 

And when the queen of Sheba heard of the 
fame of Solomon concerning the name of the 
Lord* she came to prove him with hard 
questions. And she came to Jerusalem with 
a very great train* with camels that bare 
spices* and very much gold* and precious 
stones: and when she was come to Solomon* 
she communed with him of all that was in 
her heart. And Solomon told her all her 
questions: there was not any thing hid from 
the king* which he told her not. And when 
the queen of Sheba had seen all Solomon’s 
wisdom* and the house that he had built* and 
the meat of his table* and the sitting of his 
servants* and the attendance of his ministers* 
and their apparel* and his cupbearers* and 
his ascent by which he went up unto the 
house of the Lord ; there was no more spirit 
in her. And she said to the king* It was a 
true report that I heard in mine own land of 
thy acts and of thy wisdom. Howbeit I be- 
lieved not the words* until I came* and mine 
eyes had seen it: and* behold* the half was 
not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity 
exceedeth the fame which I heard. Happy 
are thy men, happy are these thy servants* 
which stand continually before thee, and 


that hear thy wisdom. Blessed be the Lord 
thy God* which delighted in thee* to set thee 
on the throne of Israel: because the Lord 
loved Israel for ever* therefore made he thee 
king* to do judgment and justice. And she 
gave the king an hundred and twenty talents 
of gold* and of spices very great store* and 
precious stones: there came no more such 
abundance of spices as these which the 
queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon. 

And the navy also of Hiram* that brought 
gold from Ophir* brought in from OpMr 
great plenty of almug trees* and precious 
stones. And the king made of the almug 
trees pillars for the house of the Lord* and 
for the king’s house* harps also and psalteries 
for singers: there came no such almug trees* 
nor were seen unto this day. 

And king Solomon gave unto the queen of 
Sheba all her desire* whatsoever she asked* 
beside that which Solomon gave her of his 
royal bounty. So she turned and went to her 
own country* she and her servants. 

Rich Revenues 

Now the weight of gold that came to Solo- 
mon in one year was six hundred threescore 
and six talents of gold, beside that he had of 
the merchantmen* and of the trafhck of the 
spice merchants* and of all the kings of 
Arabia* and of the governors of the country. 
And king Solomon made two hundred tar- 
gets of beaten gold: six hundred shekels of 
gold went to one target. And he made three 
hundred shields of beaten gold; three pound 
of gold went to one shield: and the king put 
them in the house of the forest of Lebanon. 
Moreover the king made a great throne of 
ivory* and overlaid it with the best gold. 
The throne had six steps* and the top of the 


1 These were trading ships. Eloth (or Elath) was situated on the north-east arm of the Red Sea. 

2 Perhaps a port on the Persian Gulf. Some claim it was on the coast of Africa: others, on the coast of 
India. 
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PROGRESS THAT MAKES EVEN BIG CITIES LOOK SMALL 


When we see great air-liners passing over our cities , and realize how rapid has been 
the progress in aviation , we think there never could have been days so wonderful as j 

these. In many ways it is true . But when Solomon built a fleet of ships, and the people 
of God for the first time in their history saw their own merchantmen bringing into the 
newly built city "gold, and silver , ivory, and apes, and peacocks', they must have ; 

opened their eyes with amazement, 

throne was round behind: and there were the earth sought to Solomon, to hear his 
stays on either side on the place of the seat, wisdom, which God had put in his heart, 

and two lions stood beside the stays. And And they brought every man his present, 

twelve lions stood there on the one side and vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, and [ 

on the other upon the six steps: there was garments, and armour, and spices, horses, 

not the like made in any kingdom. And all and mules, a rate year by year* j 

king Solomon’s drinking vessels were of gold. And Solomon gathered together chariots 
and all the vessels of the house of the forest and horsemen: and he had a thousand and 

of Lebanon were of pure gold; none were of four hundred chariots, and twelve thousand 

silver: it was nothing accounted of in the horsemen, whom he bestowed in the cities 
days of Solomon. For the king had at sea a for chariots, and with the king at Jerusalem, 

navy of Tharshish with the navy of Hiram: And the king made silver to be in Jerusalem 

once in three years came the navy of Thar- as stones, and cedars made he to be as the 
shish, bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and sycomore trees that are in the vale, for abrni- 
apes, and peacocks. dance. And Solomon had horses brought 

So king Solomon exceeded all the kings of out of Egypt, and linen yarn: the king’s mer- 

the earth for riches and for wisdom. And all chants received the linen yam at a price. 
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And a chariot came up and went out of Egypt 
for six hundred shekels of silver, and an 
horse for an hundred and fifty: and so for all 
the kings of the Hittites, and for the kings of 
Syria, did they bring them out by their 
means. 

Solomon did Evil 

But king Solomon loved many strange 
women, together with the daughter of Phar- 
aoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, 
Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites; of the 
nations concerning which the Lord said 
unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in 
to them, neither shall they come in unto you: 
for surely they will turn away your heart 
after their gods: Solomon clave unto these 
in love. And he had seven hundred wives, 
princesses, and three hundred concubines: 
and his wives turned away his heart. For it 
came to pass, when Solomon was old, that 
his wives turned away his heart after other 
gods: and his heart was not perfect 1 with the 
Lord his God, as was the heart of David his 
father. For Solomon went after Ashtoreth 
the goddess of the Zidonians, and after Mil- 
corn the abomination of the Ammonites. 
And Solomon did evil in the sight of the 
Lord, and went not fully after the Lord, as 
did David his father. Then did Solomon 
build an high place for Chemosh, the abo- 
mination of Moab, in the hill that is before 
Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination 
of the children of Ammon, And likewise did 
he for all his strange wives, which burnt 
incense and sacrificed unto their gods. 

The Lord's Anger 

And the Lord was angry with Solomon, 
because his heart was turned from the Lord 
God of Israel, which had appeared unto him 
twice, and had commanded him concerning 
this thing, that he should not go after other 
gods: but he kept not that which the Lord 
commanded. Wherefore the Lord said unto 
Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done of thee, 
and thou hast not kept my covenant and my 
statutes, which I have commanded thee, I 
will surely rend the kingdom from thee, and 


will give it to thy servant. Notwithstanding 
in thy days I will not do it for David thy 
father's sake: but I will rend it out of the 
hand of thy son. Howbeit I will not rend 
away all the kingdom ; but will give one tribe 
to thy son for David my servant’s sake, and 
for Jerusalem’s sake which I have chosen. 

And the Lord stirred up an adversary 
unto Solomon, Hadad the Edomite: he was 
of the king’s seed in Edom. For it came to 
pass, when David was in Edom, and Joab 
the captain of the host was gone up to bury 
the slain, after he had smitten every male in 
Edom; (for six months did Joab remain there 
with all Israel, until he had cut off every male 
in Edom:) that Hadad fled, he and certain 
Edomites of his father’s servants with him, 
to go into Egypt; Hadad being yet a little 
child. And they arose out of Midian, and 
came to Paran: and they took men with them 
out of Paran, and they came to Egypt, unto 
Pharaoh king of Egypt; which gave him an 
house, and appointed him victuals, and gave 
him land. And Hadad found great favour in 
the sight of Pharaoh, so that he gave him to 
wife the sister of his own wife, the sister of 
Tahpenes the queen. And the sister of Tah- 
penes bare him Genubath his son, whom 
Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh’s house: and 
Genubath was in Pharaoh’s household 
among the sons of Pharaoh. And when 
Hadad heard in Egypt that David slept with 
his fathers, and that Joab the captain of the 
host was dead, Hadad said to Pharaoh, Let 
me depart, that I may go to mine own 
country. Then Pharaoh said unto him, But 
what hast thou lacked with me, that, behold, 
thou seekest to go to thine own country? 
And he answered, Nothing: howbeit let me 
go in any wise. 

And God stirred him up another adver- 
sary, Rezon the son of Eliadah, which fled 
from his lord Hadadezer king of Zobah; and 
he gathered men unto him, and became 
captain over a band, when David slew them 
of Zobah: and they went to Damascus, and 
dwelt therein, and reigned in Damascus. 
And he was an adversary to Israel all the days 
of Solomon, beside the mischief that Hadad 
did: and he abhorred Israel, and reigned over 
Syria. 


1 Solomon was not an irreligious man. He made many altars. He may have thought it would strengthen 
his relations with the surrounding peoples if he took their daughters into his court and set up their altars in 
his city. Possibly it seemed good policy. This only shows, as the Scriptures say, that there was a wide difference 
between his religion and that of his father — as many another son to his sorrow knows. 


BURDENED PEOPLE 


i Kings 11, 26—12, 24 

When we stood before the Temple , watching the new buildings being erected , * the light of 
revelation turned our eyes to the forced labour that was being employed . While zoe 
were enjoying the days of prosperity * which the march of progress had brought to the 
new city $ the same light drew our attention to the costly taxes that had been levied on 
the already heavily burdened people . Much may be said to excuse these practices in 
ancient times * but when we read the sacred narrative we are left in no doubt that the 
Vigilant Guardian of all cities is more concerned about the freedom and well-being of 
the citizens of a city than He is about the magnificence of its buildings or the greatness 
of its material prosperity . 


AND Jeroboam the son of Nebat* an 
Ephrathite of Zereda* Solomon’s servant, 
whose mother’s name was Zeruah, a widow 
woman* even he lifted up his hand against 
the king. And this was the cause that he 
lifted up his hand against the king: Solomon 
built Millo* and repaired the breaches of the 
city of David his father. And the man Jero- 
boam was a mighty man of valour: and 
Solomon seeing the young man that he was 
industrious* he made him ruler over all the 
charge of the house of Joseph. And it came 
to pass at that time when Jeroboam went out 
of Jerusalem* that the prophet Ahijah the 
Shilonite found him in the way; and he had 
clad himself with a new garment; and they 
two were alone in the field: and Ahijah 
caught the new garment that was on him* 
and rent it in twelve pieces: and he said to 
Jeroboam* Take thee ten pieces: for thus 
saith the Lord* the God of Israel* Behold* 
I will rend the kingdom out of the hand of 
Solomon* and will give ten tribes to thee: 
(but he shall have one tribe for my servant 
David’s sake* and for Jerusalem’s sake* the 
city which I have chosen out of all the tribes 
of Israel:) because that they have forsaken 
me* and have worshipped Ashtoreth the 
goddess of the Zidonians* Chemosh the god 
of the Moabites* and Milcom the god of the 
children of Ammon* and have not walked in 
my ways* to do that which is right in mine 
eyes* and to keep my statutes and my judg- 
ments* as did David his father. Howbeit I 
will not take the whole kingdom out of his 
hand: but I will make him prince all the days 
of his life for David my servant’s sake* whom 
I chose* because he kept my commandments 
and my statutes : but I will take the kingdom 


out of his son’s hand* and will give it unto 
thee* even ten tribes. And unto his son will 
I give one tribe* that David my servant may 
have a light alway before me in Jerusalem* 
the city which I have chosen me to put my 
name there. And I will take thee, and thou 
shalt reign according to all that thy soul de- 
sireth* and shalt be king over Israel. And it 
shall be* if thou wilt hearken unto all that 
I command thee* and wilt walk in my ways* 
and do that is right in my sight* to keep my 
statutes and my commandments * 1 as David 
my servant did; that I will be with thee* and 
build thee a sure house* as I built for David* 
and will give Israel unto thee. And I will for 
this afflict the seed of David* but not for ever. 
Solomon sought therefore to kill Jeroboam. 
And Jeroboam arose* and fled into Egypt* 
unto Shishak king of Egypt* and was in 
Egypt until the death of Solomon. 

Death of Solomon 

And the rest of the acts of Solomon, and 
all that he did* and his wisdom* are they not 
written in the book of the acts of Solomon? 
And the time that Solomon reigned in Jeru- 
salem over all Israel was forty years. And 
Solomon slept with his fathers* and was 
buried in the city of David his father: and 
Rehoboam his son reigned in his stead. 

The People's Cause 

And Rehoboam went to Shechem: for all 
Israel were come to Shechem to make him 
king. And it came to pass* when Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat* who was yet in Egypt* heard of 
it, (for he was fled from the presence of king 


1 In these commandments and statutes there is the Social Ideal of the new order which Solomon had been 
called to establish. Their religious outlook, their ethical standard, and the revelation they contained of human 
values and relationships were to form the basis of his government. 


I JSJJNlrS 12 , 2 

Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt;) 
that they sent and called him. And Jero- 
boam and all the congregation of Israel came, 
and spake unto Rehoboam, saying. Thy 
father made our yoke grievous : now there- 
fore make thou the grievous service of thy 
father, and his heavy yoke which he put upon 
us, lighter, and we will serve thee. And he 
said unto them. Depart yet for three days, 
then come again to me. And the people de- 
parted. 

The Young King’s Folly 

And king Rehoboam consulted with the 
old men, that stood before Solomon Ms 
father while he yet lived, and said. How do 
ye advise that I may answer this people? 
And they spake unto him, saying, If thou 
wilt be a servant unto this people this day, 
and wilt serve them, and answer them, and 
speak good words to them, then they will be 
thy servants for ever. But he forsook the 
counsel of the old men, wMch they had given 
Mm, and consulted with the young men that 
were grown up with him, and which stood 
hefore him : and he said unto them. What coun- 
sel give ye that we may answer this people, 
who have spoken to me, saying. Make the 
yoke wMch thy father did put upon us lighter ? 
And the young men that were grown up with 
him spake unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou 
speak unto this people that spake unto thee, 
saying. Thy father made our yoke heavy, 
but make thou it lighter unto us; thus shalt 
thou say unto them, My little finger shall be 
thicker than my father’s loins. And now 
whereas my father did lade you with a heavy 
yoke, I will add to your yoke : my father hath 
chastised you with wMps, but I will chastise 
you with scorpions. 

The Day of Decision 

So Jeroboam and all the people came to 
Rehoboam the third day, as the king had 
appointed, saying. Come to me again the 
third day. And the king answered the people 
rougMy, and forsook the old men’s counsel 
that they gave him; and spake to them after 
the counsel of the young men, saying. My 
father made your yoke heavy, and I will add 


to your yoke: my father also chastised you 
with whips, but I will chastise you with 
scorpions. Wherefore the king hearkened 
not unto the people; for the cause was from 
the Lord, that he might perform Ms saying, 
wMch the Lord spake by AMjah the Shilo- 
nite unto Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 

Resolute People 

So when all Israel saw that the king heark- 
ened not unto them, the people answered the 
king, saying. What portion have we in David ? 
neither have we inheritance in the son of 
Jesse: to your tents, O Israel: now see to 
thine own house, David. So Israel departed 
unto their tents. But as for the children of 
Israel wMch dwelt in the cities of Judah, 
Rehoboam reigned over them. Then king 
Rehoboam sent Adoram, 1 who was over the 
tribute; and all Israel stoned him with stones, 
that he died. Therefore king Rehoboam 
made speed to get Mm up to Ms chariot, to 
flee to Jerusalem. So Israel rebelled against 
the house of David unto tMs day. And it 
came to pass, when all Israel heard that Jero- 
boam was come again, that they sent and 
called Mm unto the congregation, and made 
him king over all Israel: there was none that 
followed the house of David, but the tribe 
of Judah only. 

The Rejected King 

And when Rehoboam was come to Jeru- 
salem, he assembled all the house of Judah, 
with the tribe of Benjamin, an hundred and 
fourscore thousand chosen men, wMch were 
warriors, to fight against the house of Israel, 
to bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam 
the son of Solomon. But the word of God 
came unto Shemaiah the man of God, saying. 
Speak unto Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, 
king of Judah, and unto all the house of 
Judah and Benjamin, and to the remnant of 
the people, saying, Thus saith the Lord, Ye 
shall not go up, norfight against your brethren 
the children of Israel: return every man to 
Ms house; for tMs thing is from me. They 
hearkened therefore to the word of the Lord, 
and returned to depart, according to the 
word of the Lord. 


* Adoram is a shortened form of Adoniram (i Kings 5, 14). He was the chief overseer of the forced labour. 
Hardly a suitable man to be chosen by the king to make terms with oppressed and angry people. 
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ANOTHER CITY I N-THE-M AKING 

MORE ON THE LINES OF A SOCIAL PARADISE 


i KINGS CHAPTERS 12, 25 — 22, 53 

Jerusalem has failed . Now we come to Samaria. If we keep in mind the two great 
commandments , which run through the Divine Revelation , as we read the story of these 
two cities we shall have no difficulty in understanding the situation. For , on broad lines, 
Jerusalem and Samaria , in their ideals if not in their history , illustrate these two 
commandments, and show how necessary they both are as fundamental principles in 
good city-building . 

The Temple proclaims the character of Jerusalem. Worship was its charter. The first 
commandment was its foundation-stone. But brotherhood, the essential content of the 
second commandment, had no place there. Protests made matters worse. So the revolu- 
tionaries determined to build their own city, a rival capital to Jerusalem, with a social 
policy that would be burdensome to none. But instead of accepting the social ideal which 
had been committed to them , they took their social pattern from the cities of the sur- 
rounding nations . Perhaps they did not see, as clearly as it has been made known to us 
in the Christian revelation, that there is a wide gulf between the social ideals of freedom, 
justice, and brotherhood, and the generally accepted practice that lusts after nothing 
but profit and power. So in the end Samaria was even worse than Jerusalem. It had 
neither true worship nor real brotherhood. 


T HEN Jeroboam built Shechem 1 in 
mount Ephraim, and dwelt there- 
in; and went out from thence, and 
built Penuel. And Jeroboam said 
in Ms heart. Now shall the kingdom re- 
turn to the house of David: if this people 
go up to do sacrifice in the house of the 
Lord at Jerusalem, then shall the heart 
of this people turn again unto their lord, 
even unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and 
they shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam 
king of Judah. Whereupon the king took 
counsel, and made two calves of gold, and 
said unto them. It is too much for you to go 
up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, 
which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 
And he set the one in Beth-el, and the other 
put he in Dan. And this thing became a sin: 
for the people went to worship before the 
one, even unto Dan. And he made an house 
of high places, and made priests of the lowest 
of the people, wMch were not of the sons of 
Levi, And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the 
eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the 


month, like unto the feast that is in Judah, 
and he offered upon the altar. So did he in 
Beth-el, sacrificing unto the calves that he 
had made: and he placed in Beth-el the 
priests of the high places which he had made. 
So he offered upon the altar wMch he had 
made in Beth-el the fifteenth day of the 
eighth month, even in the month which he 
had devised of his own heart; and ordained 
a feast unto the children of Israel: and he 
offered upon the altar, and burnt incense, 

A Message from God 

And, behold, there came a man of God out 
of Judah by the word of the Lord unto Beth- 
el: and Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn 
incense. And he cried against the altar in the 
word of the Lord, and said, O altar, altar, 
thus saith the Lord; Behold, a child shall be 
born unto the house of David, Josiah by 
name; and upon thee shall he offer the priests 
of the high places that burn incense upon 
thee, and men's bones shall be burnt upon 
thee. And he gave a sign the same day, 


1 Before Samaria was built and made the capital city of the northern tribes two other cities were tried. 
Shechem was Selected first, possibly because it was an ancient sanctuary. Then Tirzah, once a Canaanitish 
city (Josh. i2, 24), was for a while the capital. Nablus now stands on the site of Shechem. Six miles to the 
north-west is the hill on which Omri built Samaria, 
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saying, This is the sign which the Lord hath 
spoken; Behold, the altar shall be rent, and 
the ashes that are upon it shall be poured onto 
And it came to pass, when king Jeroboam 
heard the saying of the man of God, which 
had cried against the altar in Beth-el, that he 
put forth his hand from the altar, saying. 
Lay hold on him. And his hand, which he 
put forth against him, dried up, so that he 
could not pull it in again to him. The altar 
also was rent, and the ashes poured out from 
the altar, according to the sign which the 
man of God had given by the word of the 
Lord. And the king answered and said unto 
the man of God, Intreat now the face of 
the Lord thy God, and pray for me, that 
my hand may be restored me again. And the 
man of God besought the Lord, and the 
king 9 s hand was restored him again, and 
became as it was before. And the king said 
unto the man of God, Come home with me, 
and refresh thyself, and I will give thee a 
reward. And the man of God said unto the 
king. If thou wilt give me half thine house, 
I will not go in with thee, neither will I eat 
bread nor drink water in this place: for so 
was it charged me by the word of the Lord, 
saying. Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor 
turn again by the same way that thou earnest. 
So he went another way, and returned not 
by the way that he came to Beth-el. 

The Disobedient Prophet 
Now there dwelt an old prophet in Beth- 
el; and his sons came and told him all the 
works that the man of God had done that day 
in Beth-el: the words which he had spoken 
unto the king, them they told also to their 
father. And their father said unto them, 
What way went he? For his sons had seen 
what way the man of God went, which came 
from Judah. And he said unto his sons, 
Saddle me the ass. So they saddled him the 
ass: and he rode thereon, and went after the 
man of God, and found him sitting under an 
oak: and he said unto him, Art thou the man 
of God that earnest from Judah? And he 
said, I am. Then he said unto him. Come 
home with me, and eat bread. And he said, 
I may not return with thee, nor go in with 
thee: neither will I eat bread nor drink water 
with thee in this place : for it was said to me 
by the word of the Lord, Thou shalt eat no 
bread nor drink water there, nor turn again 
to go by the way that thou earnest. He said 
unto him, I am a prophet also as thou art; 


and an angel spake unto me by the word of 
the Lord, saying. Bring him back with thee 
into thine house, that he may eat bread and 
drink water. But he lied unto him. So he 
went back with him, and did eat bread in his 
house, and drank water. 

And it came to pass, as they sat at the 
table, that the word of the Lord came unto 
the prophet that brought him back: and he 
cried unto the man of God that came from 
Judah, saying, Thus saith the Lord, Foras- 
much as thou hast disobeyed the mouth of 
the Lord, and hast not kept the command- 
ment which the Lord thy God commanded 
thee, but earnest back, and hast eaten bread 
and drunk water in the place, of the which 
the Lord did say to thee. Eat no bread, and 
drink no water; thy carcase shall not come 
unto the sepulchre of thy fathers. And it 
came to pass, after he had eaten bread, and 
after he had drunk, that he saddled for him 
the ass, to wit, for the prophet whom he had 
brought back. And when he was gone, a lion 
met him by the way, and slew him: and his 
carcase was cast in the way, and the ass stood 
by it, the lionalso stood by the carcase. And, 
behold, men passed by, and saw the carcase 
cast in the way, and the lion standing by the 
carcase : and they came and told it in the city 
where the old prophet dwelt. 

And when the prophet that brought him 
back from the way heard thereof, he said. It 
is the man of God, who was disobedient unto 
the word of the Lord: therefore the Lord 
hath delivered him unto the lion, which hath 
tom him, and slain him, according to the 
word of the Lord, which he spake unto him. 
And he spake to his sons, saying. Saddle me 
the ass. And they saddled him. And he 
went and found his carcase cast in the way, 
and the ass and the lion standing by the car- 
case: the lion had not eaten the carcase, nor 
tom the ass. And the prophet took up the 
carcase of the man of God, and laid it upon 
the ass, and brought it back: and the old 
prophet came to the city, to mourn and to 
bury him. And he laid his carcase in his own 
grave; and they mourned over him, saying, 
Alas, my brother! And it came to pass, after 
he had buried him, that he spake to his sons, 
saying. When I am dead, then bury me in 
the sepulchre wherein the man of God is 
buried; lay my bones beside his bones : for 
the saying which he cried by the word of the 
Lord against the altar in Beth-el, and against 
all the houses of the high places which are in 



the cities of Samaria* shall surely come to 
pass. 

Heavy Tidings 

After this thing Jeroboam returned not 
from his evil way* but made again of the 
lowest of the people priests of the high places : 
whosoever would., he consecrated him* and 
he became one of the priests of the high 
places. And this thing became sin unto the 
house of Jeroboam* even to cut it off, and to 
destroy it from off the face of the earth. 

At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam 
fell sick. And Jeroboam said to his wife* 
Arise* I pray thee* and disguise thyself* that 
thou be not known to be the wife of Jero- 
boam; and get thee to Shiloh: behold, there 
is Ahijah the prophet* which told me that I 
should be king over this people. And take 
with thee ten loaves* and cracknels* and a 
cruse of honey, and go to him: he shall tell 
thee what shall become of the child. And 
Jeroboam’s wife did so* and arose* and went 
to Shiloh* and came to the house of Ahijah. 
But Ahijah could not see; for his eyes were 
set by reason of his age. And the Lord said 
unto Ahijah* Behold* the wife of Jeroboam 
cometh to ask a thing of thee for her son ; for 
he is sick: thus and thus shalt thou say unto 
her: for it shall be, when she cometh in* that 
she shall feign herself to be another woman. 

And it was so* when Ahijah heard the 
sound of her feet* as she came in at the door* 
that he said* Come in* thou wife of Jero- 
boam : why feignest thou thyself to be an- 
other? for I am sent to thee with heavy 
tidings. Go* tell Jeroboam* Thus saith the 
Lord God of Israel* Forasmuch as I exalted 
thee from among the people* and made thee 
prince over my people Israel* and rent the 
kingdom away from the house of David* and 
gave it thee : and yet thou hast not been as 
my servant David* who kept my command- 
ments* and who followed me with all his 
heart* to do that only which was right in 
mine eyes; but hast done evil above all that 
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were before thee: for thou hast gone and 
made thee other gods* and molten images* 
to provoke me to anger, and hast cast me 
behind thy back: therefore* behold, I will 
bring evil upon the house of Jeroboam* and 
will cut off from Jeroboam him that pisseth 
against the wall* and him that is shut up and 
left in Israel* and will take away the remnant 
of the house of Jeroboam, as a man taketh 
away dung, till it be all gone. Him that dieth 
of Jeroboam in the city shall the dogs eat; and 
him that dieth in the field shall the fowls of 
the air eat: for the Lord hath spoken it. 
Arise thou therefore* get thee to thine own 
house : and when thy feet enter into the city, 
the child shall die. And all Israel shall 
mourn for him* and bury him: for he only of 
Jeroboam shall come to the grave* because 
in him there is found some good thing to- 
ward the Lord God of Israel in the house of 
Jeroboam. Moreover the Lord shall raise 
him up a king over Israel, who shall cut off 
the house of Jeroboam that day: but what? 
even now. For the Lord shall smite Israel, 
as a reed is shaken in the water* and he shall 
root up Israel out of this good land* which he 
gave to their fathers* and shall scatter them 
beyond the river, because they have made 
their groves* provoking the Lord to anger. 
And he shall give Israel up because of the 
sins of Jeroboam* who did sin* and who made 
Israel to sin. 

And Jeroboam’s wife arose* and departed* 
and came to Tirzah: and when she came to 
the threshold of the door, the child died; and 
they buried him; and all Israel mourned for 
him* according to the word of the Lord, 
which he spake by the hand of his servant 
Ahijah the prophet. And the rest of the acts 
of Jeroboam, how he warred* and how he 
reigned, behold, they are written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel. And 
the days which Jeroboam reigned were two 
and twenty years : and he slept with his 
fathers* and Nadab his son reigned in his 
stead. 

i Kings 14, 2i-~ 15, 24 


We see the House of the Lord and the Royal Palace stripped of their treasures^ which 
are taken by the kings of Egypt and Syria to adorn their own palaces. 

AND Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned the Lord did choose out of all the tribes of 
in Judah. Rehoboam was forty and one years Israel* to put his name there. And his 
old when he began to reign* and he reigned mother’s name was Naamah an Ammonitess. 
seventeen years in Jerusalem* the city which And Judah did evil in the sight of the Lord, 
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and they provoked Mm to jealousy with their 
sins which they had committed, above all 
that their fathers had done. For they also 
built them high places, and images, and 
groves, on every high hhl, and under every 
green tree. And there were also sodomites 
in the land: and they did according to all the 
abominations of the nations which the Lord 
cast out before the children of Israel. 

And it came to pass in the fifth year of king 
Rehoboam, that Shishak king of Egypt came 
up against Jerusalem: and he took away the 
treasures of the house of the Lord, and the 
treasures of the king’s house; he even took 
away all: and he took away all the shields of 
gold which Solomon had made. And king 
Rehoboam made in their stead brasen shields, 
and committed them unto the hands of the 
cMef of the guard, which kept the door of the 
king’s house. And it was so, when the king 
went into the house of the Lord, that the 
guard bare them, and brought them back 
into the guard chamber. 

Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam, and 
all that, he did, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 
And there was war between Rehoboam and 
Jeroboam all their days. And Rehoboam 
slept with his fathers, and was buried with 
his fathers in the city of David. And Ms 
mother’s name was Naamah an Ammonitess, 
And Abijam Ms son reigned in Ms stead. 

Abijam 

Now in the eighteenth year of king Jero- 
boam the son of Nebat reigned Abijam over 
Judah. Three years reigned he in Jerusalem. 
And Ms mother’s name was Maachah, the 
daughter of Abishalom. And he walked in 
all the sins of Ms father, wMch he had done 
before him: and his heart was not perfect 
with the Lord his God, as the heart of David 
his father. Nevertheless for David’s sake did 
the Lord Ms God give him a lamp in Jeru- 
salem, to set up his son after him, and to 
establish Jerusalem: because David did that 
wMch was right in the eyes of the Lord, and 
turned not aside from any thing that he com- 
manded him all the days of Ms life, save only 
in the matter of Uriah the Hittite. And there 
was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam 
all the days of Ms life. 

Now the rest of the acts of Abijam, and all 
that he did, are they not written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? And 
there was war between Abijam and Jero- 


boam. And Abijam slept with Ms fathers; 
and they buried him in the city of David: 
and Asa Ms son reigned in Ms stead. 

Asa 

And in the twentieth year of Jeroboam king 
of Israel reigned Asa over Judah. And forty 
and one years reigned he in Jerusalem. And 
Ms mother’s name was Maachah, the daughter 
of Abishalom. And Asa did that wMch was 
right in the eyes of the Lord, as did David 
his father. And he took away the sodomites 
out of the land, and removed all the idols 
that Ms fathers had made. And also Maachah 
Ms mother, even her he removed from being 
queen, because she had made an idol in a 
grove; and Asa destroyed her idol, and burnt 
it by die brook Kidron. But the Mgh places 
were not removed: nevertheless Asa’s heart 
was perfect with the Lord all Ms days. And 
he brought in the things wMch Ms father had 
dedicated, and the things wMch himself had 
dedicated, into the house of the Lord, silver, 
and gold, and vessels. 

And there was war between Asa and 
Baasha king of Israel all their days. And 
Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah, 
and built Ramah, that he might not suffer 
any to go out or come in to Asa king of Judah. 
Then Asa took all the silver and the gold that 
were left in the treasures of the house of the 
Lord, and the treasures of the king’s house, 
and delivered them into the hand of Ms serv- 
ants: and king Asa sent them to Ben-hadad, 
the son of Tabrimon, the son ofHezion, king 
of Syria, that dwelt at Damascus, saying. 
There is a league between me and thee, and 
between my father and thy father: behold, 
I have sent unto thee a present of silver and 
gold; come and break thy league with Baasha 
king of Israel, that he may depart from me. 
So Ben-hadad hearkened unto king Asa, and 
sent the captains of the hosts which he had 
against the cities of Israel, and smote Ijon, 
and Dan, and Abel-beth-maachah, and all 
Cinneroth, with all the land of Naphtali. 
And it came to pass, when Baasha heard 
thereof, that he left off building of Ramah, 
and dwelt in Tirzah. Then king Asa made a 
proclamation throughout all Judah; none 
was exempted: and they took away the stones 
of Ramah, and the timber thereof, where- 
with Baasha had builded; and king Asa built 
with them Geba of Benjamin, and Mizpah. 

The rest of all the acts of Asa, and all his 
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might s and all that he did, and the cities which diseased in his feet. And Asa slept with his 
he builts are they not written in the book of fathers, and was buried with his fathers in 
the chronicles of the kings of J udah ? Never* the city of David his father : and Jehoshaphat 
theless in the time of his old age he was his son reigned in his stead. 

A GLANCE AT TIRZAH 1 Kings 15 , 25-I6, 14 

But it is a sorry picture we see . The would-be builders of a better city than Jerusalem 
have so far lamentably failed , and we look wonderingly at the attempt about to be 
made on the hill called Samaria . 


Nadab 

AND Nadab the son of Jeroboam began to 
reign over Israel in the second year of Asa 
king of Judah, and reigned over Israel two 
years. And he did evil in the sight of the 
Lord, and walked in the way of his father, 
and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to 
sin. And Baasha the son of Alii j ah, of the 
house of Issachar, conspired against him; 
and Baasha smote him at Gibbethon, which 
belonged to the Philistines; for Nadab and 
all Israel laid siege to Gibbethon. Even in 
the third year of Asa king of Judah did 
Baasha slay him, and reigned in his stead. 
And it came to pass, when he reigned, that 
he smote all the house of Jeroboam; he left 
not to Jeroboam any that breathed, until he 
had destroyed him, according unto die saying 
of the Lord, which he spake by his servant 
Ahijah the Shilonite: because of the sins of 
Jeroboam whichhe sinned, and whichhemade 
Israel sin, by his provocation wherewith he 
provoked the Lord God of Israel to anger. 

Now the rest of the acts of Nadab, and all 
that he did, are they not written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? And 
there was war between Asa and Baasha king 
of Israel all their days. 

Baasha 

In the third year of Asa king of Judah 
began Baasha the son of Ahijah to reign over 
all Israel in Tirzah, twenty and four years. 
And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, and 
walked in the way of Jeroboam, and in his 
sin wherewith he made Israel to sin. 

Then the word of the Lord came to Jehu 
the son of Hanani against Baasha, saying. 
Forasmuch as I exalted thee out of the dust, 
and made thee prince over my people Israel; 
and thou hast walked in the way of Jero- 
boam, and hast made my people Israel to sin, 
to provoke me to anger with their sins; be- 
hold, I will take away the posterity of Baasha, 


and the posterity of his house; and will make 
thy house like the house of Jeroboam the son 
of Nebato Him that dieth of Baasha in the 
city shall the dogs eat; and him that dieth of 
his in the fields shall the fowls of the air eat. 

Now the rest of the acts of Baasha, and 
what he did, and his might, are they not 
written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Israel? So Baasha slept with his 
fathers, and was buried in Tirzah: and Eiali 
his son reigned in his stead. And also by the 
hand of the prophet Jehu the son of Hanani 
came the word of the Lord against Baasha, 
and against his house, even for all the evil 
that he did in the sight of the Lord, in pro- 
voking him to anger with the work of his 
hands, in being like the house of Jeroboam; 
and because he killed him. 

Hah 

In the twenty and sixth year of Asa king 
of Judah began Elah the son of Baasha to 
reign over Israel in Tirzah, two years. And 
his servant Zimri, captain of half his chariots, 
conspired against him, as he was in Tirzah, 
drinking himself drunk in the house of Arza 
steward of his house in Tirzah. And Zimri 
went in and smote him, and killed him, in 
the twenty and seventh year of Asa king of 
Judah, and reigned in his stead. And it came 
to pass, when he began to reign, as soon as 
he sat on his throne, that he slew all the 
house of Baasha: he left him not one that 
pisseth against a wall, neither of his kins- 
folks, nor of his friends. Thus did Zimri 
destroy all the house of Baasha, according 
to the word of the Lord, which he spake 
against Baasha by Jehu the prophet, for all 
the sins of Baasha, and the sins of Elah his 
son, by which they sinned, and by which 
they made Israel to sin, in provoking the 
Lord God of Israel to anger with their 
vanities. Now the rest of the acts of Elah, 
and all that he did, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 



IN THE STREETS OF THE CITY 


i Kings 16 , 15—22, 53 

Jerusalem was famous for its buildings , Samaria for its streets . That fad is in itself 
sufficient to make the character of Samaria clear to our minds. For streets belong to 
the people and symbolize every kind of social interest and activity . But the streets of 
Samaria had this distinction ; some were like those of Damascus . We should call them 
bazaars or arcades , displaying the rich and gorgeous merchandise of the East, with here 
and there the scented bowers of garden cafes inviting friends to sit and talk. Into these 
streets came news of God, as into the streets of every city comes that news which chal- 
lenges the consciences of all men . 


IN the twenty and seventh year of Asa 
king of Judah did Zimri reign seven days in 
Tirzah. And the people were encamped 
against Gibbethon, which belonged to the 
Philistines. And the people that were en- 
camped heard say, Zimri hath conspired, 
and hath also slain the king: wherefore all 
Israel made Omri, the captain of the host, 
king over Israel that day in the camp* And 
Omri went up from Gibbethon, and all 
Israel with him, and they besieged Tirzah. 
And it came to pass, when Zimri saw that 
the city was taken, that he went into the 
palace of the king’s house, and burnt the 
king's house over him with fire, and died, 
for his sins which he sinned in doing evil in 
the sight of the Lord, in walking in the way 
of Jeroboam, and in his sin which he did, to 
make Israel to sin. Now the rest of the acts 
of Zimri, and his treason that he wrought, are 
they not written in the book of the chronicles 
of the kings of Israel ? 

Omri 

Then were the people of Israel divided 
into two parts: half of the people followed 
Tibnl the son of Ginath, to make him king; 
and half followed Omri. But the people that 
followed Omri prevailed against the people 
that followed Tibni the son of Ginath: so 
Tibni died, and Omri reigned. In the thirty 
and first year of Asa king of Judah began 
Omri to reign over Israel, twelve years: six 
years reigned he in Tirzah. And he bought 
the hill Samaria of Shemer for two talents 
of silver, and built on the hill, and called the 
name of the city which he built, after the 
name of Shemer, owner of the hill, Samaria. 
But Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the 
Lord, and did worse than all that were be- 
fore him. For he walked in all the way of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in his sin 
wherewith he made Israel to sin, to provoke 


the Lord God of Israel to anger with their 
vanities. Now the rest of the acts of Omri 
which he did, and his might that he shewed, 
are they not written in the book of the chro- 
nicles of the kings of Israel? So Omri slept 
with his fathers, and was buried in Samaria: 
and Ahab his son reigned in his stead. 

Ahab 

And in the thirty and eighth year of Asa 
king of Judah began Ahab the son of Omri 
to reign over Israel: and Ahab the son of 
Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty 
and two years. And Ahab the son of Omri 
did evil in the sight of the Lord above all 
that were before him. And it came to pass, 
as if it had been a light thing for him to walk 
in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of 
Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and 
served Baal, and worshipped him. And he 
reared up an altar for Baal in the house of 
Baal, which he had built in Samaria. And 
Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more to 
provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger 
than all the kings of Israel that were before 
him. In his days did Kiel the Beth-elite 
build Jericho : he laid the foundation thereof 
in Abiram his firstborn, and set up the gates 
thereof in his youngest son Segub, according 
to the word of the Lord, which he spake by 
Joshua the son of Nun. 

Elijah 

And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the 
inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As 
the Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom 
I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these 
years, but according to my word. And the 
word of the Lord came unto him, saying. 
Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and 
hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is 
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STREETS THAT SHOW A CITY’S CHARACTER 


The street of the Royal Exchange and Bank , for example , give an impression of one 
aspect of London' s character . In building streets in Samaria like those in Damascus, 
the people of God showed that they were adopting pagan standards and habits of life . 


before Jordan. And it shall be, that thou 
shalt drink of the brook; and I have com- 
manded the ravens to feed thee there. So he 
went and did according unto the word of the 
Lord: for he went and dwelt by the brook 
Cherith, that is before Jordan. And the 
ravens brought him bread and flesh in the 
morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; 
and he drank of the brook. And it came to 
pass after a while, that the brook dried up, 
because there had been no rain in the land. 

The Barrel of Meal and Cruse of Oil 
And the word of the Lord came unto him, 
saying. Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which 
belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: be- 
hold, I have commanded a widow woman 
there to sustain thee. So he arose and went 
to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate 
of the city, behold, the widow woman was 
there gathering of sticks : and he called to her. 


and said. Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water 
in a vessel, that I may drink. And as she was 
going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, 
Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in 
thine hand. And she said, As the Lord thy 
God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful 
of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: 
and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that 
I may go in and dress it for me and my son, 
that we may eat it, and die. And Elijah said 
unto her. Fear not; go and do as thou hast 
said : but make me thereof a little cake first, 
and bring it unto me, and after make for thee 
and for thy son. For thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not 
waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until 
the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the 
earth. And she went and did according to 
the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and 
her house, did eat many days. And the 
barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the 
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cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the 
Lord, which he spake by Elijah. 

The Widow* s Son 

And it came to pass after these things, that 
the son of the woman, the mistress of the 
house, fell sick; and his sickness was so sore, 
that there was no breath left in him. And 
she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with 
thee, O thou man of God? art thou come 
unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and 
to slay my son? And he said unto her. Give 
me thy son. And he took him out of her 
bosom, and carried him up into a loft, where 
he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. 
And he cried unto the Lord, and said, O 
Lord my God, hast thou also brought evil 
upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by 
slaying her son? And he stretched himself 
upon the child three times, and cried unto the 
Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray thee, 
let this child’s soul come into him again. 
And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and 
the soul of the child came into him again, 
and he revived. And Elijah took the child, 
and brought him down out of the chamber 
into the house, and delivered him unto his 
mother: and Elijah said. See, thy son liveth. 
And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this 
I know that thou art a man of God, and that 
the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth. 

Famine in the Land 

And it came to pass after many days, 
that the word of the Lord came to Elijah 
in the third year, saying. Go, shew thyself 
unto Ahab ;* and I will send rain upon the 
earth. And Elijah went to shew himself unto 
Ahab. And there was a sore famine in Sama- 
ria. And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the 
governor of his house. (Now Obadiah feared 
the Lord greatly: for it was so, when Jezebel 
cut off the prophets of the Lord, that Oba- 
diah took an hundred prophets, and hid them 
by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread 
and water.) And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go 
into the land, unto all fountains of water, and 
unto all brooks: peradventure we may find 
grass to save the horses and mules alive, that 


we lose not all the beasts. So they divided 
the land between them to pass throughout 
it: Ahab went one way by himself, and Oba- 
diah went another way by himself. 

And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, 
Elijah met him: and he knew him, and fell 
on his face, and said. Art thou that my lord 
Elijah? And he answered him, I am: go, tell 
thy lord. Behold, Elijah is here. And he 
said. What have I sinned, that thou wouldest 
deliver thy servant into the hand of Ahab, 
to slay me? As the Lord thy God liveth, 
there is no nation or kingdom, whither my 
lord hath not sent to seek thee: and when 
they said. He is not there; he took an oath 
of the kingdom and nation, that they found 
thee not. And now thou sayest. Go, tell thy 
lord. Behold, Elijah is here. And it shall 
come to pass, as soon as I am gone from thee, 
that the Spirit of the Lord shall carry thee 
whither I know not; and so when I come and 
tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall 
slay me: but I thy servant fear the Lord 
from my youth. Was it not told my lord 
what I did when Jezebel slew the prophets 
of the Lord, how I hid an hundred men of 
the Lord’s prophets by fifty in a cave, and 
fed them with bread and water? And now 
thou sayest. Go, tell thy lord. Behold, Elijah 
is here: and he shall slay me. And Elijah 
said. As the Lord of hosts liveth, before 
whom I stand, I will surely shew myself unto 
him to day. 

So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told 
him: and Ahab went to meet Elijah. And it 
came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that 
Ahab said unto him. Art thou he that 
troubleth Israel? And he answered, I have 
not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father’s 
house, in that ye have forsaken the com- 
mandments of die Lord, and thou hast fol- 
lowed Baalim. Now therefore send, and 
gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, 
and the prophets of Baal four hundred and 
fifty, and the prophets of the groves four 
hundred, which eat at Jezebel’s table. 

Gathering of the Prophets 

So Ahab sent unto all the children of 
Israel, and gathered the prophets together 


1 The question at issue between Elijah and Ahab might be put in this way: Shall Samaria be like other 
cities, like Tyre the capital city of Phoenicia? Jezebel, the queen, said. Yes. Elijah, as God’s spokesman, 
said. No. Now Elijah had been to Jezebel’s country. A fellow countrywoman of hers, the widow of Zarephath, 
had saved his life. So he knew from personal knowledge how irreconcilable were the social outlooks of the 
two religions. But more, he knew, from close personal contact with the true God, that Baalism was false, 
harmful, and sinful. Therefore, in the name of his God, he attacked it 
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unto mount Carmel* And Elijah came unto 
all the people* and said* How long halt ye 
between two opinions? if the Lord be God* 
follow him : but if Baal* then follow him. 
And the people answered him not a word. 
Then said Elijah unto the people* I* even I 
only* remain a prophet of the Lord; but 
Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty 
men. Let them therefore give us two bul- 
locks; and let them choose one bullock for 
themselves* and cut it in pieces* and lay it on 
wood* and put no fire under: and I will dress 
the other bullock* and lay it on wood* and 
put no fire under: and call ye on the name 
of your gods* and I will call on the name of 
the Lord: and the God that answereth by 
fire* let him be God* And all the people 
answered and said* It is well spoken. 

The Contest on Carmel 

And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal* 
Choose you one bullock for yourselves* and 
dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the 
name of your gods* but put no fire under. 
And they took the bullock which was given 
them* and they dressed it* and called on the 
name of Baal from morning even until noon* 
saying* O Baal* hear us. But there was no 
voice* nor any that answered. And they 
leaped upon the altar which was made. And 
it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked 
them* and said* Cry aloud: for he is a god; 
either he is talking* or he is pursuing* or he 
is in a journey* or peradventure he sleepeth* 
and must be awaked. And they cried aloud, 
and cut themselves after their manner with 
knives and lancets* till the blood gushed out 
upon them. And it came to pass, when mid- 
day was past* and they prophesied until the 
time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, 
that there was neither voice* nor any to 
answer* nor any that regarded. 

And Elijah said unto all the people* Come 
near unto me. And all the people came near 
unto him. And he repaired the altar of the 
Lord that was broken down. And Elijah 
took twelve stones* according to the number 
of the tribes of the sons of Jacob* unto whom 
the word of the Lord came* saying* Israel 
shall be thy name: and with the stones he 
built an altar in the name of the Lord : and 
he made a trench about the altar* as great as 
would contain two measures of seed. And 
he put the wood in order* and cut the bul- 
lock in pieces* and laid him on the wood* and 
said, Fill four barrels with water* and pour 
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it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. 
And he said* Do it the second time. And 
they did it the second time. And he said* 
Do it the third time. And they did it the 
third time. And the water ran round about 
the altar ; and he filled the trench also with 
water. And it came to pass at the time of the 
offering of the evening sacrifice* that Elijah 
the prophet came near* and said* Lord God 
of Abraham* Isaac, and of Israel* let it be 
known this day that thou art God in Israel* 
and that I am thy servant* and that I have 
done all these things at thy word. Hear me, 
O Lord* hear me* that this people may know 
that thou art the Lord God* and that thou 
hast turned their heart back again. Then the 
fire of the Lord fell* and consumed the burnt 
sacrifice, and the wood* and the stones* and 
the dust* and licked up the water that was in 
the trench. And when all the people saw it, 
they fell on their faces : and they said* The 
Lord* he is the God; the Lord* he is the 
God. And Elijah said unto them. Take 
the prophets of Baal; let not one of them 
escape. And they took them: and Elijah 
brought them down to the brook Kishon, 
and slew them there. 

The Little Cloud 

And Elijah said unto Ahab* Get thee up, 
eat and drink; for there is a sound of abun- 
dance of rain. So Ahab went up to eat and 
to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of 
Carmel; and he cast himself down upon the 
earth* and put his face between his knees* 
and said to his servant* Go up now* look to- 
ward the sea. And he went up, and looked, 
and said* There is nothing. And he said* Go 
again seven times. And it came to pass at the 
seventh time* that he said* Behold, there 
ariseth a little cloud out of the sea* like a 
man’s hand. And he said* Go up* say unto 
Ahab, Prepare thy chariot* and get thee 
down* that the rain stop thee not. And it 
came to pass in the mean while, that the 
heaven was black with clouds and wind, and 
there was a great rain. And Ahab rode, and 
went to Jezreel. And the hand of the Lord 
was on Elijah; and he girded up his loins* 
and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jez- 
reel; 

Elijahs Flight 

And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had 
done* and withal how he had slain all the 
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prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel sent 
a messenger unto Elijah, saying. So let the 
gods do to me, and more also, if I make not 
thy life as the life of one of them by to morrow 
about this time. And when he saw that, he 
arose, and went for his life, and came to 
Beer-sheba, which belongeth to Judah, and 
left his servant there. But he himself went a 
day’s journey into the wilderness, and came 
and sat down under a juniper tree: and he 
requested for himself that he might die; and 
said. It is enough; now, O Lord, take away 
my life; for I am not better than my fathers. 
And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, 
behold, then an angel touched him, and said 
unto him. Arise and eat. And he looked, and, 
behold, there was a cake baken on the coals, 
and a cruse of water at his head. And he did 
eat and drink, and laid him down again. And 
the angel of the Lord came again the second 
time, and touched him, and said. Arise and 
eat; because the journey is too great for thee. 
And he arose, and did eat and drink, and 
went in the strength of that meat forty days 
andforty nights unto Horeb the mount of God. 

The Still Small Voice 

And he came thither unto a cave, and 
lodged there; and, behold, the word of the 
Lord came to him, and he said unto him, 
What doest thou here, Elijah? And he said, 
I have been very jealous for the Lord God 
of hosts: for the children of Israel have for- 
saken thy covenant, thrown down thine 
altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; 
and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my 
life, to take it away. And he said. Go forth, 
and stand upon the mount before the Lord. 
And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great 
and strong wind rent the mountains, and 
brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; 
but the Lord was not in the wind: and after 
the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was 
not in the earthquake: and after the earth- 
quake afire; but die Lord was not in the fire: 
and after the fire a still small voice. 1 And it 
was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped 
his face in his mantle, and went out, and 
stood in the entering in of the cave. And, 
behold, there came a voice unto him, and 
said. What doest thou here, Elijah? And he 


said, I have been very jealous for the Lord 
God of hosts: because the children of Israel 
have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down 
thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the 
sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they 
seek my life, to take it away. 

The Unknown Hosts 

And the Lord said unto him. Go, return 
on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus : 
and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be 
king over Syria: and Jehu the son of Nimshi 
shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and 
Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah 
shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. 
And it shall come to pass, that him that 
escapeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay: 
and him that escapeth from the sword of 
Jehu shall Elisha slay. Yet I have left me 
seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which 
have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth 
which hath not kissed him. 

Call of Elisha 

So he departed thence, and found Elisha 
the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with 
twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with 
the twelfth: and Elijah passed by him, and 
cast his mantle upon him. And he left the 
oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said. Let me, 
I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, 
and then I will follow thee. And he said unto 
him, Go back again: for what have I done to 
thee? And he returned back from him, and 
took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and 
boiled their flesh with the instruments of the 
oxen, and gave unto the people, and they did 
eat. Then he arose, and went after Elijah, 
and ministered unto him. 

Samaria Besieged 

And Ben-hadad the king of Syria gathered 
all his host together: and there were thirty 
and two kings with him, and horses, and 
chariots: and he went up and besieged Sa- 
maria, and warred against it. And he sent 
messengers to Ahab king of Israel into the 
city, and said unto him. Thus saith Ben- 
hadad, thy silver and thy gold is mine; thy 


1 We have grown to think of conscience as ‘the still small voice’, and the changes wrought by conscience in 
the history of mankind have the character of Divine inspiration. But the text requires that we think of 
God as making Himself known, not by anything that can be seen, but by the purest spirit-utterance. Con- 
science would seem to be our inward ear (cf. Job 4, 16; 26, 14). 
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wives also and thy childrens even the good- 
liest* are mine. And the king of Israel an- 
swered and said* My lord* O king* according 
to thy saying* I am thine* and all that I have. 
And the messengers came again* and said* 
Thus speaketh Ben-hadad * 1 saying* Although 
I have sent unto thee* saying* Thou shalt 
deliver me thy silver* and thy gold* and thy 
wives* and thy childrens yet I will send my 
servants unto thee to morrow about this 
time* and they shall search thine house* and 
the houses of thy servants ; and it shall be* 
that whatsoever is pleasant in thine eyes* 
they shall put it in their hand* and take it 
away, 

AhaFs Victory 

Then the king of Israel called all the elders 
of the land* and said* Mark* I pray you* and 
see how this man seeketh mischief: for he 
sent unto me for my wives* and for my chil- 
dren* and for my silver* and for my gold; 
and I denied him not. And all the elders and 
all the people said unto him* Hearken not 
unto him* nor consent. Wherefore he said 
unto the messengers of Ben-hadad* Tell my 
lord the king* All that thou didst send for to 
thy servant at the first I will do: but this 
thing I may not do. And the messengers 
departed, and brought him word again. And 
Ben-hadad sent unto him* and said* The 
gods do so unto me* and more also* if the 
dust of Samaria shall suffice for handfuls for 
all the people that follow me. And the king 
of Israel answered and said* Tell him* Let 
not him that girdeth on his harness boast 
himself as he that putteth it off. And it came 
to pass* when Ben-hadad heard this message* 
as he was drinking* he and the kings in the 
pavilions, that he said unto his servants* Set 
yourselves in array. And they set themselves 
in array against the city. 

And, behold* there came a prophet unto 
Ahab king of Israel* saying* Thus saith the 
Lord* Hast thou seen all this great multi- 
tude ? behold* I will deliver it into thine hand 
this day; and thou shalt know that I am the 
Lord. And Ahab said* By whom? And he 
said* Thus saith the Lord* Even by the 
young men of the princes of the provinces. 
Then he said* Who shall order the battle? 
And he answered, Thou. Then he numbered 
the young men of the princes of the provinces* 
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and they were two hundred and thirty two: 
and after them he numbered all the people* 
even all the children of Israel, being seven 
thousand. 

And they went out at noon. But Ben- 
hadad was drinking himself drunk in the 
pavilions* he and the kings* the thirty and 
two kings that helped him. And the young 
men of the princes of the provinces went out 
first; and Ben-hadad sent out* and they told 
Mm* saying* There are men come out of 
Samaria. And he said, Whether they be 
come out for peace* take them alive; or 
whether they be come out for war* take them 
alive. So these young men of the princes of 
the provinces came out of the city* and the 
army which followed them. And they slew 
every one his man: and the Syrians fled; and 
Israel pursued them: and Ben-hadad the 
king of Syria escaped on an horse with the 
horsemen. And the king of Israel went out* 
and smote the horses and chariots* and slew 
the Syrians with a great slaughter. 

A Second Attack 

And the prophet came to the king of Israel* 
and said unto him* Go* strengthen thyself* 
and mark* and see what thou doest: for at 
the return of the year the king of Syria will 
come up against thee. And the servants of 
the king of Syria said unto him* Their gods 
are gods of the Mils; therefore they were 
stronger than we; but let us fight against 
them in the plain* and surely we shall be 
stronger than they. And do this thing* Take 
the kings away* every man out of his place* 
and put captains in their rooms : and number 
thee an army, like the army that thou hast 
lost* horse for horse* and chariot for chariot: 
and we will fight against them in the plain* 
and surely we shall be stronger than they. 
And he hearkened unto their voice* and did so. 

And it came to pass at the return of the 
year, that Ben-hadad numbered the Syrians* 
and went up to Aphek* to fight against Israel. 
And the children of Israel were numbered* 
and were all present* and went against them : 
and the children of Israel pitched before 
them like two little flocks of kids; but the 
Syrians filled the country. And there came 
a man of God* and spake unto the king of 
Israel* and said* Thus saith the Lord* Be- 
cause the Syrians have said. The Lord is 


1 Ben-hadad was the king of Syria; and the capital of Syria was Damascus* an important commercial city* 
about 100 miies to the north-east of Samaria. 
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God of the hills, but he is not God of the 
valleys, therefore will I deliver all this great 
multitude into thine hand, and ye shall know 
that I am the Lord. And they pitched one 
over against the other seven days. And so it 
was, that in the seventh day the battle was 
joined: and the children of Israel slew of the 
Syrians an hundred thousand footmen in one 
day. But the rest fled to Aphek, into the 
city; and there a wall fell upon twenty and 
seven thousand of the men that were left. 
And Ben-hadad fled, and came into the city, 
into an inner chamber. 

Thou Shalt Make Streets 

And his servants said unto him. Behold 
now, we have heard that the kings of the 
house of Israel are merciful kings: let us, I 
pray thee, put sackcloth on our loins, and 
ropes upon our heads, and go out to the king 
of Israel: peradventure he will save thy life. 
So they girded sackcloth on their loins, and 
put ropes on their heads, and came to the 
king of Israel, and said. Thy servant Ben- 
hadad saith, I pray thee, let me live. And he 
said. Is he yet alive? he is my brother. Now 
the men did diligently observe whether any 
thing would come from him, and did hastily 
catch it: and they said, Thy brother Ben- 
hadad. Then he said. Go ye, bring him. 
Then Ben-hadad came forth to him; and he 
caused him to come up into the chariot. And 
Ben-hadad said unto him. The cities, which 
my father took from thy father, I will restore ; 
and thou shalt make streets for thee in Da- 
mascus, as my father made in Samaria. Then 
said Ahab, I will send thee away with this 
covenant. So he made a covenant with him, 
and sent him away. 

The Word of the Prophet 

And a certain man of the sons of the pro- 
phets said unto his neighbour in the word of 
the Lord, Smite me, I pray thee. And the 
man refused to smite him. Then said he 
unto him. Because thou hast not obeyed the 
voice of the Lord, behold, as soon as thou 
art departed from me, a lion shall slay thee. 
And as soon as he was departed from him, 
a lion found him, and slew him. Then he 


found another man, and said. Smite me, I 
pray thee. And the man smote him, so that 
in smiting he wounded him. So the prophet 
departed, and waited for the king by the way, 
and disguised himself with ashes upon Ms 
face. And as the king passed by, he cried 
unto the king : and he said. Thy servant went 
out into the midst of the battle; and, behold, 
a man turned aside, and brought a man unto 
me, and said. Keep tMs man: if by any means 
he be missing, then shall thy life be for Ms 
life, or else thou shalt pay a talent of silver. 
And as thy servant was busy here and there, 
he was gone. And the king of Israel said 
unto him. So shall thy judgment be; thyself 
hast decided it. And he hasted, and took 
the ashes away from his face; and the king of 
Israel discerned him that he was of the pro- 
phets. And he said unto him, Thus saith the 
Lord, Because thou hast let go out of thy 
hand a man whom I appointed to utter de- 
struction, therefore thy life shall go for Ms 
life, and thy people for Ms people. And the 
king of Israel went to Ms house heavy and 
displeased, and came to Samaria* 

Naboth’s Vineyard 

And it came to pass after these things, 
that Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard, 
wMch was in Jezreel, hard by the palace of 
Ahab king of Samaria. And Ahab spake 
unto Naboth, saying. Give me thy vineyard, 
that I may have it for a garden of herbs, be- 
cause it is near unto my house: and I will 
give thee for it a better vineyard than it; or, 
if it seem good to thee, I will give thee the 
worth of it in money . 1 And Naboth said to 
Ahab, The Lord forbid it me, that I should 
give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee. 
And Ahab came into Ms house heavy and 
displeased because of the word which Na- 
both the Jezreelite had spoken to him: for he 
had said, I will not give thee the inheritance 
of my fathers. And he laid Mm down upon 
Ms bed, and turned away his face, and would 
eat no bread. 

But Jezebel Ms wife came to him, and said 
unto him, Why is thy spirit so sad, that thou 
eatest no bread? And he said unjto her. Be- 
cause I spake unto Naboth the Jezreelite, 


1 This incident takes place In Jezreel, where the king had his summer residence, but it reflects the type of 
civilization which was spreading over the whole country. The king, for his own advantage, was trying to 
persuade the peasant to make his inherited rights in the soil a matter of sale and exchange. A direct violation 
of the Mosaic law (Lev. 25, 23). In the eyes of Jezebel, Naboth had no rights. should the king want the vineyard. 
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Though our climate does not permit us to have open-air cafes > in the manner of most 
eastern and many continental cities , this does not mean that social intercourse has 
little place in our lives> or that our streets do not offer opportunities for a word of 
greeting , and 5 when old friends meet> a welcome conversation . 


and said unto him, Give me thy vineyard for 
money; or else, if it please thee, I will give 
thee another vineyard for it: and he an- 
swered, I will not give thee my vineyard. 
And Jezebel his wife said unto him. Dost 
thou now govern the kingdom of Israel? 
arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be 
merry: I will give thee the vineyard of Na- 
both the Jezreelite. So she wrote letters in 
Ahab’s name, and sealed them with his seal, 
and sent the letters unto the elders and to 
the nobles that were in his city, dwelling 
with Naboth. And she wrote in the letters, 
saying, Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on 
high among the people: and set two men, 
sons of Belial, before him, to bear witness 
against him, saying. Thou didst blaspheme 
God and the king. And then carry him out, 
and stone him, that he may die. 

And the men of his city, even the elders 


and the nobles who were the inhabitants in 
his city, did as Jezebel had sent unto them*, 
and as it was written in the letters which she 
had sent unto them. They proclaimed a fast, 
and set Naboth on high among the people. 
And there came in two men, children of 
Belial, and sat before him: and the men of 
Belial witnessed against him, even against 
Naboth, in the presence of the people, say- 
ing, Naboth did blaspheme God and the 
king. Then they carried him forth out of the 
city, and stoned him with stones, that he 
died. Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, 
Naboth is stoned, and is dead. And it came 
to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth was 
stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said to 
Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard 
of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to 
give thee for money: for Naboth is not alive, 
but dead. And it came to pass, when Ahab 
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heard that Naboth was dead* that Ahab rose 
up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the 
Jezreelite, to take possession of it. 

Elijah and Ahab 

And the word of the Lord came to Elijah 
the Tishbite, 1 saying, Arise, go down to meet 
Ahab king of Israel, which is in Samaria: 
behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth* 
whither he is gone down to possess it. And 
thou shalt speak unto him, saying. Thus 
saith the Lord, Hast thou killed, and also 
taken possession ? And thou shalt speak unto 
him, saying, Thus saith the Lord, In the 
place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth 
shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine. And 
Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, O 
mine enemy? And he answered, I have 
found thee: because thou hast sold thyself to 
work evil in the sight of the Lord. Behold, 
I will bring evil upon thee, and will take 
away thy posterity, and will cut off from 
Ahab him that pisseth against the wall, and 
him that is shut up and left in Israel, and 
will make thine house like the house of Jero- 
boam the son of Nebat, and like the house of 
Baasha the son of Ahijah, for the provoca- 
tion wherewith thou hast provoked me to 
anger, and made Israel to sin. And of Jezebel 
also spake the Lord, saying. The dogs shall 
eat Jezebel by the wall of JezreeL Him that 
dieth of Ahab in the city the dogs shall eat; 
and Mm that dieth in the field shall the fowls 
of the air eat. But there was none like unto 
Ahab, wMch did sell himself to work wicked- 
ness in the sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel 
Ms wife stirred up. And he did very abomin- 
ably in following idols, according to all 
things as did the Amorites, whom the Lord 
cast out before the children of Israel. 

And it came to pass, when Ahab heard 
those words, that he rent Ms clothes, and 
put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and 
lay in sackcloth, and went softly. And the 
word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tish- 
bite, saying, Seest thou how Ahab humbleth 
himself before me? because he humbleth him- 
self before me, I will not bring the evil in Ms 
days: but in his son’s days will I bring the 
evil upon Ms house. 


The Question of Ramoth-gilead 

And they continued three years without 
war between Syria and Israel. And it came 
to pass in the third year, that Jehoshaphat 
the king of Judah came down to the king of 
Israel. And the king of Israel said unto Ms 
servants. Know ye that Ramoth in Gilead is 
ours, and we be still, and take it not out of 
the hand of the king of Syria? And he said 
unto Jehoshaphat, Wilt thou go with me to 
battle to Ramoth-gilead? And Jehoshaphat 
said to the king of Israel, I am as thou art, 
my people as thy people, my horses as thy 
horses. 

Micaiah the Prophet 

And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of 
Israel, Inquire, I pray thee, at the word of 
the Lord to day. Then the king of Israel 
gathered the prophets together, about four 
hundred men, and said unto them. Shall I go 
against Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I 
forbear? And they said. Go up; for the 
Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the 
king. And Jehoshaphat said. Is there not 
here a prophet of the Lord besides, that we 
might inquire of him? And the king of 
Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet 
one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom 
we may inquire of the Lord: but I hate him; 
for he doth not prophesy good concerning 
me, but evil. And Jehoshaphat said. Let not 
the king say so. Then the king of Israel 
called an officer, and said. Hasten Mther 
Micaiah the son of Imlah. And the king of 
Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah sat 
each on Ms throne, having put on their robes, 
in a void place in the entrance of the gate of 
Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied 
before them. And Zedekiah the son of 
Chenaanah made Mm horns of iron: and he 
said, Thus saith the Lord, With these shalt 
thou push the Syrians, until thou have con- 
sumed them. And all the prophets prophe- 
sied so, saying. Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and 
prosper: for the Lord shall deliver it into the 
king’s hand. 

And the messenger that was gone to call 
Micaiah spake unto him, saying, Behold 


1 The description links Elijah with the country east of Jordan. It will be remembered that when the 
Israelites entered Canaan, the tribes of Reuben and Gad, also some of the families of Manasseh, were per- 
mitted to occupy the land on the east of the river. We hear little of these people, tending their flocks and 
heeds on these lonely hills where life changes slowly. So does religion under these conditions; with the result 
that the faith delivered by Moses retained, among these pastoral people, something of its original character. 
Now, in Elijah, one of their sons, the fire that still burned blazes out against the foreign cult and customs 
that had crossed the western frontier of the settlement. 
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now, the words of the prophets declare good 
unto the king with one mouth: let thy word, 
I pray thee, be like the word of one of them, 
and speak that which is good. And Micaiah 
said. As the Lord liveth, what the Lord 
saith unto me, that will I speak. So he came 
to the king. And the king said unto him, 
Micaiah, shall we go against Ramoth-gilead 
to battle, or shall we forbear? And he an- 
swered him. Go, and prosper: for the Lord 
shall deliver it into the hand of the king. And 
the king said unto him. How many times 
shall I adjure thee that thou tell me nothing 
but that which is true in the name of the 
Lord? And he said, I saw all Israel scattered 
upon the hills, as sheep that have not a shep- 
herd: and the Lord said, These have no 
master: let them return every man to his 
house in peace. And the king of Israel said 
unto Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell thee that 
he would prophesy no good concerning me, 
but evil? And he said, Hear thou therefore 
the word of the Lord : I saw the Lord sitting 
on his throne, and all the host of heaven 
standing by him on his right hand and on 
his left. And the Lord said. Who shall 
persuade Ahab, that he may go up and fall 
at Ramoth-gilead? And one said on this 
manner, and another said on that manner. 
And there came forth a spirit, and stood 
before the Lord, and said, I will persuade 
him. And the Lord said unto him. Where- 
with? And he said, I will go forth, and I will 
be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his pro- 
phets. And he said. Thou shalt persuade 
him, and prevail also: go forth, and do so. 
Now therefore, behold, the Lord hath put 
a lying spirit in the mouth of all these thy 
prophets, and the Lord hath spoken evil 
concerning thee. 

But Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah went 
near, and smote Micaiah on the cheek, and 
said, Which way went the Spirit of the Lord 
from me to speak unto thee ? And Micaiah 
said. Behold, thou shalt see in that day, when 
thou shalt go into an inner chamber to hide 
thyself. And the king of Israel said. Take 
Micaiah, and carry him back unto Amon the 
governor of the city, and to Joash the king’s 
son; and say. Thus saith the king, Put this 
fellow in the prison, and feed him with bread 
of affliction and with water of affliction, until 
I come in peace. And Micaiah said. If thou 
return at all in peace, the Lord hath not 
spoken by me. And he said, Hearken, O 
people, every one of you. 


Battle of Ramoth-gilead 

So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the 
king of Judah went up to Ramoth-gilead. 
And the king of Israel said unto Jehosha- 
phat, I will disguise myself, and enter into 
the battle; but put thou on thy robes. And 
the king of Israel disguised himself, and went 
into the battle. But the king of Syria com- 
manded his thirty and two captains that had 
rule over his chariots, saying. Fight neither 
with small nor great, save only with the king 
of Israel. And it came to pass, when the 
captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, 
that they said. Surely it is the king of Israel. 
And they turned aside to fight against him: 
and Jehoshaphat cried out. And it came to 
pass, when the captains of the chariots per- 
ceived that it was not the king of Israel, that 
they turned back from pursuing him. And a 
certain man drew a bow at a venture, and 
smote the king of Israel between the joints of 
the harness : wherefore he said unto the 
driver of his chariot. Turn thine hand, and 
carry me out of the host; for I am. wounded. 
And the battle increased that day: and the 
king was stayed up in his chariot against the 
Syrians, and died at even: and the blood ran 
out of the wound into the midst of the chariot. 
And there went a proclamation throughout 
the host about the going down of the sun, 
saying. Every man to his city, and every man 
to his own country. 

So the king died, and was brought to 
Samaria; and they buried the king in Sa- 
maria. And one washed the chariot in the 
pool of Samaria ; and the dogs licked up his 
blood; and they washed his armour; accord- 
ing unto the word of the Lord which he 
spake. Now the rest of the acts of Ahab, and 
all that he did, and the ivory house which he 
made, and all the cities that he built, are they 
not written in the book of the chronicles of 
the kings of Israel? So Ahab slept with his 
fathers ; and Ahaziah his son reigned in his 
stead. 

Jehoshaphat 

And Jehoshaphat the son of Asa began to 
reign over Judah in the fourth year of Ahab 
king of Israel. Jehoshaphat was thirty and 
five years old when he began to reign; and 
he reigned twenty and five years in Jerusa- 
lem. And his mother’s name was Azubah 
the daughter of Shilhi. And he walked in all 
the ways of Asa his father; he turned not 
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aside from it, doing that which was right in 
the eyes of the Lord: nevertheless the high 
places were not taken away; for the people 
offered and burnt incense yet in the high 
places. And Jehoshaphat made peace with 
the king of Israel. 

Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, 
and his might that he shewed, and how he 
warred, are they not written in the book of 
the chronicles of the kings of Judah? And 
the remnant of the sodomites, which re- 
mained in the days of his father Asa, he took 
out of the land. There was then no king in 
Edom: a deputy was king. Jehoshaphat 
made ships of Tharshish to go to Ophir for 
gold: but they went not; for the ships were 
broken at Ezion-geber. Then said Ahaziah 
the son of Ahab unto Jehoshaphat, Let my 
servants go with thy servants in the ships. 


But Jehoshaphat would not. And Jehosha- 
phat slept with his fathers, and was buried 
with his fathers in the city of David his 
father: and Jehoram his son reigned in his 
stead. 

Ahaziah 

Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign 
over Israel in Samaria the seventeenth year 
of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned 
two years over Israel, And he did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, and walked in the way of 
his father, and in the way of his mother, and 
in the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
who made Israel to sin: for he served Baal, 
and worshipped him, and provoked to anger 
the Lord God of Israel, according to all that 
his father had done. 
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TURNING THE SEARCH-LIGHT OF REVELATION 
ON THE CAPITAL CITIES OF THE WORLD 

One by one they come into view . First of all the capital cities of the little kingdoms, 
Samaria , Damascus, and of course Jerusalem. Then the capitals of empires, Nineveh, 
Babylon, and the distant, unnamed centres of civilization in Egypt, which Israel could 
never forget Like a dream city rather than a real city Jerusalem again appears ; Its 
empire has gone, but, as the metropolis of an empire in a golden age , it lingers among 
these new world cities as if it hoped to bring peace some day to them all. 

It is not y however , the glory of these capitals which catches our eye, but their needs, 
or more exactly the needs of their citizens. They are very human needs, much like our 
own. Some of them arise out of the social conditions which, unfortunately, cities seem 
to create, and out of the social order which every form of civilization seems to per- 
petuate. The cry goes up from burdened and oppressed city-dwellers for freedom and 
justice. Or it is the cry for peace we hear, and the desire for friendly fellowship with 
the peoples of the earth. For the dread of war brings the work of cities to a standstill, 
and takes the life out of the hearts of men. We note these things, possibly because they 
are so evident and painful. But what of the city as a Vanity Fair, with its strange 
novelties and foreign fashions, its many cultural interests and innovations? Does no 
one but God care for the spiritual well-being of man, or that the priceless heritage of 
heaven should be lost in the glitter of the streets? That is the tragedy of all cities. No 
one is concerned about them as God is. 


FROM CITY TO CITY 


T HEN Moab rebelled against Israel 
after the death of Ahab. And 
Ahaziah fell down through a lattice 
in his upper chamber that was In 
Samaria-, and was sick: and he sent mes- 
sengers, and said unto them, Go, inquire 
of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron whether 
I shall recover of this disease. But the 
angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tish- 
bite. Arise, go tip to meet the messengers of 
the king of Samaria, and say unto them. Is it 
not because there is not a God in Israel, that 
ye go to inquire of Baal-zebub the god of 
Ekron? Now therefore thus saith the Lord, 
Thou shalt not come down from that bed on 
which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die. 
And Elijah departed. 

And when the messengers turned back 
unto him, he said unto them. Why are ye 
now turned back? And they said unto him. 
There came a man up to meet us, and said 
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unto us. Go, turn again unto the king that 
sent you, and say unto him, Thus saith the 
Lord, Is it not because there is not a God in. 
Israel, that thou sendest to inquire of Baal- 
zebub the god of Ekron? therefore thou shalt 
not come down from that bed on which thou 
art gone up, but shalt surely die. And he said 
unto them. What manner of man was he 
which came up to meet you, and told you 
these words? And they answered him. He 
was an hairy man, and girt with a girdle of 
leather about his loins. And he said. It is 
Elijah the Tishbite. 

Then the king sent unto him a captain of 
fifty with his fifty. And he went up to him : 
and, behold, he sat on the top of an hill. And 
he spake unto him. Thou man of God, the 
king hath said. Come down. And Elijah 
answered and said to the captain of fifty. If I 
be a man of God, then let fire come down 
from heaven, and consume thee and thy 
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fifty. And there came down fire from heaven, 
and consumed him and his fifty. Again also 
he sent unto him another captain of fifty 
with his fifty. And he answered and said 
unto him, O man of God* thus hath the king 
said. Come down quickly. And Elijah an- 
swered and said unto them, If I be a man of 
God, let fire come down from heaven, and 
consume thee and thy fifty. And the fire of 
God came down from heaven, and consumed 
him and his fifty. And he sent again a cap- 
tain of the third fifty with his fifty. And the 
third captain of fifty went up, and came and 
fell on his knees before Elijah, and besought 
him, and said unto him, O man of God, I 
pray thee, let my life, and the life of these 
fifty thy servants, be precious in thy sight. 
Behold, there came fire down from heaven, 
and burnt up the two captains of the former 
fifties with their fifties: therefore let my life 
now be precious in thy sight* And the angel 
of the Lord said unto Elijah, Go down with 
him: be not afraid of him. And he arose, and 
went down with him unto the king. And he 
said unto him. Thus saith the Lord, For- 
asmuch as thou hast sent messengers to in- 
quire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron, is it 
not because there is no God in Israel to in- 
quire of his word? therefore thou shalt not 
come down off that bed on which thou art 
gone up, but shalt surely die. 

So he died according to the word of the 
Lord which Elijah had spoken* And Je- 
horam reigned in his stead in the second year 
of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of 
Judah; because he had no son. Now the rest 
of the acts of Ahaziah which he did, are they 
not written in the book of the chronicles of 
the kings of Israel ? 

Elijah and Elisha 

And it came to pass, when the Lord would 
take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, 
that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. 
And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I 
pray thee; for the Lord hath sent me to 
Beth-eL And Elisha said unto him. As the 
Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not 
leave thee. So they went down to Beth-el. 
And the sons of the prophets that were at 
Beth-el came forth to Elisha, and said unto 
him, Knowest thou that the Lord will take 


away thy master from thy head to day? And 
he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. 
And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, 
I pray thee; for the Lord hath sent me to 
Jericho. And he said. As the Lord liveth, 
and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. 
So they came to Jericho. And the sons of the 
prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, 
and said unto him, Knowest thou that the 
Lord will take away thy master from thy 
head to day? And he answered, Yea, I know 
it; hold ye your peace. And Elijah said unto 
him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the Lord 
hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the 
Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not 
leave thee. And they two went on. And 
fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, 
and stood to view afar off; and they two stood 
by Jordan. And Elijah took his mantle, and 
wrapped it together, and smote the waters, 
and they were divided hither and thither, so 
that they two went over on dry ground. 

And it came to pass, when they were gone 
over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what 
I shall do for thee, before I be taken away 
from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let 
a double portion 1 of thy spirit be upon me. 
And he said. Thou hast asked a hard thing: 
nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken 
from thee, it shall be so unto thee ; but if not, 
it shall not be so. And it came to pass, as they 
still went on, and talked, that, behold, there 
appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, 
and parted them both asunder; and Elijah 
went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And 
Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my 
father, the chariot of Israel, and the horse- 
men thereof. And he saw him no more: and 
he took hold of his own clothes, and rent 
them in two pieces. He took up also the 
mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went 
back, and stood by the bank of Jordan; and 
he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from 
him, and smote the waters, and said. Where 
is the Lord God of Elijah? and when he also 
had smitten the waters, they parted hither 
and thither: and Elisha went over. 

And when the sons of the prophets which 
were to view at Jericho saw him, they said. 
The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha. And 
they came to meet him, and bowed them- 
selves to the ground before him. And they 
said unto him, Behold now, there be with 


1 The spirit of the times needed the spirit of the prophet; and Elisha felt that, if Elijah went, he must, as 
the prophet’s successor, possess some measure of Elijah’s spirit to carry on the work. He must have more than 
a disciple’s share, so he dared to ask for a son’s share, even that share which falls to the first-born. 
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thy servants fifty strong men; let them go, 
we pray thee, and seek thy master : lest per- 
adventure the Spirit of the Lord hath taken 
him up, and cast him upon some mountain, 
or into some valley. And he said, Ye shall 
not send. And when they urged him till he 
was ashamed, he said. Send. They sent 
therefore fifty men; and they sought three 
days, but found him not. And when they 
came again to him, (for he tarried at Jericho,) 
he said unto them. Did I not say unto you. 
Go not? 

The Men of the City 

And the men of the city said unto Elisha, 1 
Behold, I pray thee, the situation of this city 
is pleasant, as my lord seeth: but the water is 
naught, and the ground barren. And he said, 
Bring me a new cruse, and put salt therein. 
And they brought it to him. And he went 
forth unto the spring of the waters, and cast 
the salt in there, and said. Thus saith the 
Lord, I have healed these waters; there shall 
not be from thence any more death or barren 
land. So the waters were healed unto this 
day, according to the saying of Elisha which 
he spake. 

Children of the City 

And he went up from thence unto Beth-el : 
and as he was going up by the way, there 
came forth little children out of the city, and 
mocked him, and said unto him. Go up, thou 
bald head; go up, thou bald head. And he 
turned back, and looked on them, and cursed 
them in the name of the Lord. And there 
came forth two she bears out of the wood, 
and tare forty and two children of them. And 
he went from thence to mount Carmel, and 
from thence he returned to Samaria* 

The King of the City 

Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began to 
reign over Israel in Samaria the eighteenth 
year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and 
reigned twelve years. And he wrought evil 
in the sight of the Lord; but not like his 
father, and like his mother: for he put away 
the image of Baal that his father had made. 
Nevertheless he cleaved unto the sins of 
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Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which made 
Israel to sin; he departed not therefrom. 

A City of Moah 

And Mesha king of Moab was a sheep- 
master, and rendered unto the king of Israel 
an hundred thousand lambs, and an hundred 
thousand rams, with the wool. But it came 
to pass, when Ahab was dead, that the king 
of Moab rebelled against the king of Israel. 
And king Jehoram went out of Samaria the 
same time, and numbered all Israel. And he 
went and sent to Jehoshaphat the king of 
Judah, saying. The king of Moab hath re- 
belled against me: wilt thou go with me 
against Moab to battle ? And he said, I will 
go up: I am as thou art, my people as thy 
people, and my horses as thy horses. And he 
said. Which way shall we go up? And he 
answered, The way through the wilderness 
of Edom. So the king of Israel went, and the 
king of Judah, and the king of Edom: and 
they fetched a compass of seven days’ jour- 
ney: and there was no water for the host, 
and for the cattle that followed them. And 
the king of Israel said, Alas! that the Lord 
hath called these three kings together, to 
deliver them into the hand of Moab! But 
Jehoshaphat said. Is there not here a prophet 
of the Lord, that we may inquire of the Lord 
by him? And one of the king of Israel’s 
servants answered and said, Here is Elisha 
the son of Shaphat, which poured water on 
the hands of Elijah. And Jehoshaphat said. 
The word of the Lord is with him. So the 
king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king 
of Edom went down to him. 

And Elisha said unto the king of Israel, 
What have I to do with thee? get thee to the 
prophets of thy father, and to the prophets 
of thy mother. And the king of Israel said 
unto him. Nay: for the Lord hath called 
these three kings together, to deliver them 
into the hand of Moab. And Elisha said. As 
the Lord of hosts liveth, before whom I 
stand, surely, were it not that I regard the 
presence of Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, 
I would not look toward thee, nor see thee. 
But now bring me a minstrel. And it came 
to pass, when the minstrel played, that the 
hand of the Lord came upon him. And he 


1 Elisha was much more a man of the city than Elijah. He was a more homely man altogether. His master 
had dwelt in the desert, but he lived among men. His house was known; it was open to all; and a welcome 
awaited him in every home he visited, from the king's palace to the widow's room. Looking at his life as a 
whole we are impressed by his friendly beneficence. His ministry opens with this note. Elijah began by 
threatening famine, but Elisha healed the stream that was destroying the land. 
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said. Thus saith the Lord, Make this valley 
full of ditches. For thus saith the Lord, Ye 
shall not see wind, neither shall ye see rain; 
yet that valley shall be filled with water, that 
ye may chink, both ye, and your cattle, and 
your beasts* And this is but a light thing in 
the sight of the Lord: he will deliver the 
Moabites also into your hand* And ye shall 
smite every fenced city, and every choice 
city, and shall fell every good tree, and stop 
all wells of water, and mar every good piece 
of land with stones* And it came to pass in 
the morning, when the meat offering was 
offered, that, behold, there came water by 
the way of Edom, and the country was filled 
with water. 

And when all the Moabites heard that the 
kings were come up to fight against them, 
they gathered all that were able to put on 
armour, and upward, and stood in the border* 
And they rose up early in the morning, and 
the sun shone upon the water, and the Moab- 
ites saw the water on the other side as red 
as blood: and they said. This is blood: the 
kings are surely slain, and they have smitten 
one another: now therefore, Moab, to the 
spoil. And when they came to the camp of 
Israel, the Israelites rose up and smote the 
Moabites, so that they fled before them: but 
they went forward smiting the Moabites, 
even in their country* And they beat down 
the cities, and on every good piece of land 
cast every man his stone, and filled it; and 
they stopped all the wells of water, and felled 
all the good trees: only in Kir-haraseth left 
they the stones thereof; howbeit the slingers 
went about it, and smote it. And when the 
king of Moab saw that the battle was too sore 
for him, he took with him seven hundred 
men that drew swords, to break through even 
unto the king of Edom: but they could not. 
Then he took his eldest son that should have 
reigned in his stead, and offered him for a 
burnt offering upon the wall. And there was 
great indignation against Israel: and they 
departed from him, and returned to their 
own land. 1 

Social Life in a City 

Now there cried a certain woman of the 
wives of the sons of the prophets unto Elisha, 
saying. Thy servant my husband is dead; 
and thou knowest that thy servant did fear 


the Lord; and the creditor is come to take 
unto him my two sons to be bondmen. And 
Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for 
thee? tell me, what hast thou in the house? 
And she said. Thine handmaid hath not any 
thing in the house, save a pot of oil. Then 
he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of 
all thy neighbours, even empty vessels; 
borrow not a few. And when thou art come 
in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee and 
upon thy sons, and shalt pour out into all 
those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that 
which is full. So she went from him, and 
shut the door upon her and upon her sons, 
who brought the vessels to her; and she 
poured out. And it came to pass, when the 
vessels were full, that she said unto her son. 
Bring me yet a vessel. And he said unto her. 
There is not a vessel more. And the oil 
stayed* Then she came and told the man of 
God. And he said. Go, sell the oil, and pay 
thy debt, and live thou and thy children of 
the rest. 

At Shunem 

And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to 
Shunem, where was a great woman; and she 
constrained him to eat bread. And so it was, 
that as oft as he passed by, he turned in 
thither to eat bread. And she said unto her 
husband. Behold now, I perceive that this is 
an holy man of God, which passeth by us 
continually. Let us make a little chamber, I 
pray thee, on the wall; and let us set for him 
there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a 
candlestick: and it shall be, when he cometh 
to us, that he shall turn in thither. And it 
fell on a day, that he came thither, and he 
turned into the chamber, and lay there. And 
he said to Gehazi his servant. Call this Shu- 
nammite* And when he had called her, she 
stood before him. And he said unto him, 
Say now unto her, Behold, thou hast been 
careful for us with all this care ; what is to be 
done for thee? wouldest thou be spoken for 
to the king, or to the captain of the host? 
And she answered, I dwell among mine own 
people. And he said. What then is to be 
done for her? And Gehazi answered. Verily 
she hath no child, and her husband is old. 
And he said. Call her. And when he had 
called her, she stood in the door. And he 


* This account of war with Moab, which we might easily think formed one of the least important chapters 
of the Bible, became in 1868 the subject of considerable interest. For in that year the Moabite Stone was 
discovered, and on it is inscribed Moab’s description of the events that led up to this campaign. 
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said* About this season* according to the 
time of life* thou shalt embrace a son. And 
she said* Nay* my lord* thou man of God* 
do not lie unto thine handmaid. And the 
woman conceived* and bare a son at that 
season that Elisha had said unto her* accord- 
ing to the time of life. 

And when the child was grown* it fell on 
a day* that he went out to his father to the 
reapers. And he said unto his father* My 
head* my head. And he said to a lad* Carry 
him to his mother. And when he had taken 
him* and brought him to his mother* he sat 
on her knees till noon* and then died. And 
she went up* and laid him on the bed of the 
man of God* and shut the door upon him* 
and went out. And she called unto her hus- 
band* and said* Send me* I pray thee* one of 
the young men* and one of the asses* that I 
may run to the man of God* and come again. 
And he said* Wherefore wilt thou go to him 
to day? it is neither new moon* nor sabbath. 
And she said* It shall be well. Then she 
saddled an ass* and said to her servant* Drive* 
and go forward; slack not thy riding for me* 
except I bid thee. So she went and came 
unto the man of God to mount Carmel. 

And it came to pass* when the man of God 
saw her afar off* that he said to Gehazi his 
servant* Behold* yonder is that Shunammite: 
run now* I pray thee* to meet her* and say 
unto her* Is it well with thee ? is it well with 
thy husband? is it well with the child? And 
she answered, It is well. And when she came 
to the man of God to the hill* she caught him 
by the feet: but Gehazi came near to thrust 
her away. And the man of God said* Let her 
alone ; for her soul is vexed within her: and 
the Lord hath hid it from me* and hath not 
told me. Then she said* Did I desire a son 
of my lord ? did I not say, Do not deceive me ? 
Then he said to Gehazi, Gird up thy loins* 
and take my staff in thine hand* and go thy 
way: if thou meet any man* salute him not; 
and if any salute thee* answer him not again: 
and lay my staff upon the face of the child. 
And the mother of the child said* As the 
Lord liveth* and as thy soul liveth* I will not 
leave thee. And he arose* and followed her. 
And Gehazi passed on before them* and laid 
the staff upon the face of the child; but there 
Was neither voice* nor hearing. Wherefore 
he went again to meet him, and told him* 
saying. The child is not awaked. 
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And when Elisha was come into the house* 
behold* the child was dead* and laid upon 
his bed. He went in therefore, and shut 
the door upon them twain* and prayed unto 
the Lord. And he went up* and lay upon the 
child* and put his mouth upon his mouth* 
and his eyes upon his eyes* and his hands 
upon his hands: and he stretched himself 
upon the child; and the flesh of the child 
waxed warm. Then he returned* and walked 
in the house to and fro ; and went up* and 
stretched himself upon him: and the child 
sneezed seven times* and the child opened 
his eyes. And he called Gehazi* and said* 
Call this Shunammite. So he called her. 
And when she was come in unto him* he said* 
Take up thy son. Then she went in* and fell 
at his feet* and bowed herself to the ground* 
and took up her son* and went out. 

Food Shortage 

And Elisha came again to Gilgal : and there 
was a dearth in the land ; and the sons of the 
prophets were sitting before him: and he said 
unto his servant* Set on the great pot, and 
seethe pottage for the sons of the prophets. 
And one went out into the field to gather 
herbs* and found a wild vine* and gathered 
thereof wild gourds his lap full* and came 
and shred them into the pot of pottage: for 
they knew them not. So they poured out 
for the men to eat. And it came to pass* as 
they were eating of the pottage* that they 
cried out* and said* O thou man of God* 
there is death in the pot. And they could not 
eat thereof. But he said* Then bring meal. 
And he cast it into the pot; and he said* Pour 
out for the people* that they may eat. And 
there was no harm in the pot. 

Sufficient for all 

And there came a man from Baal-shalisha, 
and brought the man of God bread of the 
firstfruits* twenty loaves of barley* and full 
ears of corn in the husk thereof. And he said* 
Give unto the people* 1 that they may eat. 
And his servitor said. What* should I set this 
before an hundred men? He said again* 
Give the people* that they may eat: for thus 
saith the Lord* They shall eat* and shall 
leave thereof. So he set it before them* and 
they did eat* and left thereof* according to 
the word of the Lord. 

When they are offered to the prophet he 


1 By law the firstfruits belonged to the priests (cf. Num. i8* 13). 
gives them to the starving people. 
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NATIONAL CITIES 

EVERY CITY HAS ITS OWN SOCIAL PROBLEM 


2 KINGS CHAPTERS 5, i— 15, 1 6 

We talk vaguely about the social problems of our cities , but the Bible, which is concerned 
about solving them , prefers that we should go into each city and see the situation for 
ourselves . So it takes us into the homes, the streets, the courts, and bids us listen to the 
questions people ash Where can I be healed? Where can I find food, or shelter, or 
wages for my work? There are other questions, but these are characteristic of all cities . 
After nearly three thousand years, though we live under a different regime, we still have 
to deal with the problems of disease, poverty , and oppression . 


The Problem of Disease 

N OW Naaman* captain of the host 
of the king of Syria* was a great 
man with his master* and honour- 
able*, because by him the Lord 
had given deliverance unto Syria: he was 
also a mighty man in valour* but he was a 
leper. And the Syrians had gone out by 
companies, and had brought away captive 
out of the land of Israel a little maid ; and she 
waited on Naaman’s wife. And she said unto 
her mistress* Would God my lord were with 
the prophet that is in Samaria I for he would 
recover him of his leprosy. And one went 
in* and told his lord* saying, Thus and 
thus said the maid that is of the land of 
Israel. And the king of Syria said* Go to* go* 
and I will send a letter unto the king of 
Israel. And he departed* and took with him 
ten talents of silver* and six thousand pieces 
of gold* and ten changes of raiment. And he 
brought the letter to the king of Israel* say- 
ing* Now when this letter is come unto thee* 
behold, I have therewith sent Naaman my 
servant to thee* that thou mayest recover him 
of his leprosy. And it came to pass* when the 
king of Israel had read the letter* that he 
rent his clothes* and said, Am I God* to kill 
and to make alive, that this man doth send 
unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? 
wherefore consider* I pray you* and see how 
he seeketh a quarrel against me. 

And it was so* when Elisha the man of 
God had heard that the king of Israel had 
rent his clothes* that he sent to the king* say- 
ing* Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? 


let him come now to me* and he shall know 
that there is a prophet in Israel. So Naaman 
came with his horses and with his chariot* 
and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. 
And Elisha sent a messenger unto him* say- 
ing* Go and wash in Jordan seven times * 1 * * 
and thy flesh shall come again to thee* and 
thou shalt be clean. But Naaman was wroth* 
and went away* and said* Behold* I thought* 
He will surely come out to me* and stand* 
and call on the name of the Lord his God* 
and strike his hand over the place* and re- 
cover the leper. Are not Abana and Pharpar* 
rivers of Damascus* better than all the waters 
of Israel? may I not wash in them* and be 
clean? So he turned and went away in a 
rage. And his servants came near* and spake 
unto him* and said* My father* if the prophet 
had bid thee do some great thing* wouldest 
thou not have done it? how much rather 
then* when he saith to thee* Wash, and be 
clean? Then went he down* and dipped 
himself seven times in Jordan* according to 
the saying of the man of God: and his flesh 
came again like unto the flesh of a little child* 
and he was clean. 

And he returned to the man of God* he 
and all his company* and came* and stood 
before him: and he said* Behold* now I know 
that there is no God in all the earth* but in 
Israel: now therefore* I pray thee* take a 
blessing of thy servant. But he said, As the 
Lord liveth* before whom I stand* I will 
receive none. And he urged him to take it; 
but he refused. And Naaman said* Shall 
there not then* I pray thee* be given to thy 
servant two mules 5 burden of earth? for thy 


1 Elisha’s method of dealing with the problem was in keeping with the knowledge and beliefs of the times. 

It was successful because it was* by Elisha* linked up with the true and only living God* and made the channel 

of His mercy. 
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servant will henceforth offer neither burnt 
offering nor sacrifice unto other gods* but 
unto the Lord. In this thing the Lord par- 
don thy servant, that when my master goeth 
into the house of Rimmon to worship there, 
and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow my- 
self in the house of Rimmon: when I bow 
down myself in the house of Rimmon, the 
Lord pardon thy servant in this thing. And 
he said unto him. Go in peace. So he de- 
parted from him a little way. 

Money and Clothes 

But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man 
of God, said. Behold, my master hath spared 
Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at his 
hands that which he brought: but, as the 
Lord liveth, I will run after him, and take 
somewhat of him. So Gehazi followed after 
Naaman. And when Naaman saw him run- 
ning after him, he lighted down from the 
chariot to meet him, and said. Is all well? 
And he said. All is well. My master hath 
sent me, saying. Behold, even now there be 
come to me from mount Ephraim two young 
men of the sons of the prophets: give them, 
I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes 
of garments. And Naaman said. Be content, 
take two talents. And he urged him, and 
bound two talents of silver in two bags, with 
two changes of garments, and laid them upon 
two of his servants 5 and they bare them be- 
fore him. And when he came to the tower, 
he took them from their hand, and bestowed 
them in the house: and he let the men go, 
and they departed. But he went in, and stood 
before his master. And Elisha said unto him. 
Whence comest thou, Gehazi? And he said. 
Thy servant went no whither. And he said 
unto him. Went not mine heart with thee, 
when the man turned again from his chariot 
to meet thee? Is it a time to receive money, 
and to receive garments, and oliveyards, and 
vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and men- 
servants, and maidservants? The leprosy 
therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, 1 
and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out 
from his presence a leper as white as snow. 

Over-crowding 

And the sons of the prophets said unto 
Elisha, Behold now, the place where we dwell 
with thee is too strait for us. Let us go, we 
pray thee, unto Jordan, and take thence 
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every man a beam, and let us make us a place 
there, where we may dwell. And he an- 
swered, Go ye. And one said. Be content, I 
pray thee, and go with thy servants. And 
he answered, I will go. , So he went with 
them. And when they came to Jordan, they 
cut down wood. But as one was felling a 
beam, the axe head fell into the water: and 
he cried, and said, Alas, master! for it was 
borrowed. And the man of God said, Where 
fell it? And he shewed him the place. And 
he cut down a stick, and cast it in thither; and 
the iron did swim. Therefore said he. Take 
it up to thee. And he put out his hand, and 
took it. 

Haunting Fears 

Then the king of Syria warred against 
Israel, and took counsel with his servants, 
saying. In such and such a place shall be my 
camp. And the man of God sent unto the 
king of Israel, saying. Beware that thou pass 
not such a place; for thither the Syrians are 
come down. And the king of Israel sent to 
the place which the man of God told him and 
warned him of, and saved himself there, not 
once nor twice. Therefore the heart of the 
king of Syria was sore troubled for this thing; 
and he called his servants, and said unto 
them. Will ye not shew me which of us is 
for the king of Israel? And one of his ser- 
vants said. None, my lord, O king : but Elisha, 
the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the king 
of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy 
bedchamber. And he said. Go and spy where 
he is, that I may send and fetch him. And 
it was told him, saying. Behold, he is in 
Dothan. 

Therefore sent he thither horses, and 
chariots, and a great host: and they came by 
night, and compassed the city about. And 
when the servant of the man of God was 
risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host 
compassed the city both with horses and 
chariots. And his servant said unto him, 
Alas, my master! how shall we do? And he 
answered, Fear not: for they that be with us 
are more than they that be with them. And 
Elisha prayed, and said. Lord, I pray thee, 
open his eyes, that he may see. 2 And the 
Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and 
he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full 
of horses and chariots of fire round about 
Elisha. And when they came down to him. 


1 Its infection passed to him, possibly, in the coins and garments he had received. 

2 He prays that others may have the vision which strengthened and inspired him. 
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IS NEW YORK GIVING A BETTER ANSWER THAN 
Is it 9 on the one handy getting nearer to a solution of the social struggle of its citizens $ 
and on the other y serving mankind} by making a stand in the name of God for freedom 

Elisha prayed unto the Lord, and said. Smite 
this people, I pray thee, with blindness. And 
he smote them with blindness according to 
the word of Elisha. And Elisha said unto 
them, This is not the way, neither is this 
the city: follow me, and I will bring you to 
the man whom ye seek. But he led them to 
Samaria. 

And it came to pass, when they were come 
into Samaria, that Elisha said, Lord, open 
the eyes of these men, that they may see. 

And the Lord opened their eyes, and they 
saw; and, behold, they were in the midst of 
Samaria. And the king of Israel said unto 
Elisha, when he saw them. My father, shah 


I smite them? shall I smite them? And he 
answered, Thou shalt not smite them : would- 
est thou smite those whom thou hast taken 
captive with thy sword and with thy bow? 
set bread and water before them, that they 
may eat and drink, and go to their master. 
And he prepared great provision for them: 
and when they had eaten and drunk, he sent 
them away, and they went to their master. 
So the bands of Syria came no more into the 
land of Israel. 

The Price of Food 

And it came to pass after this, that Ben- 
hadad king of Syria gathered all his host, and 
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went up, and besieged Samaria. And there did eat him: and I said unto her on the next 
was a great famine in Samaria: and, behold, day, Give thy son, that we may eat him : and 

they besieged it, until an ass’s head was sold she hath hid her son. And it came to pass, 

for fourscore pieces of silver, and the fourth when the king heard the words of the woman, 
part of a cab of dove’s dung for five pieces of that he rent his clothes ; and he passed by 
silver. And as the king of Israel was passing upon the wall, and the people looked, and, 

. by upon the wall, there cried a woman unto behold, he had sackcloth within upon his 

him., saying, Help, my lord, O king. And flesh. Then he said, God do so and more 
he said. If the Lord do not help thee, whence also to me, if the head of Elisha the son of 

shall I help thee? out of the barnfloor, or Shaphat shall stand on him this day. 

out of the winepress ? And the king said unto But Elisha sat in his house, and the elders 

her. What aileth thee? And she answered, sat with him; and the king sent a man from 
; This woman said unto me, Give thy son, before him: but ere the messenger came to 

that we may eat him to day, and we will eat him, he said to the elders, See ye how this son 
my son to morrow. So we boiled my son, and of a murderer hath sent to take away mine 
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head? look* when the messenger cometh* 
shut the door* and hold him fast at the do 6 r : 
is not the sound of his master’s feet behind 
him? And while he yet talked with them* 
behold* the messenger came down unto him: 
and he said* Behold* this evil is of the Lord; 
what should I wait for the Lord any longer? 

Then Elisha said, Hear ye the word of 
the Lord; Thus saith the Lord* To morrow 
about this time shall a measure of fine flour 
be sold for a shekel* and two measures of 
barley for a shekel* in the gate of Samaria. 
Then a lord on whose hand the king leaned 
answered the man of God* and said* Behold* 
if the Lord would make windows in heaven* 
might this thing be? And he said* Behold* 
thou shalt see it with thine eyes* but shalt 
not eat thereof. 

And there were four leprous men at the 
entering in of the gate: and they said one to 
another* Why sit we here until we die? If 
we say* We will enter into the city* then the 
famine is in the city* and we shall die there: 
and if we sit still here* we die also. Now 
therefore come* and let us fall unto the host 
of the Syrians: if they save us alive* we shall 
live; and if they kill us* we shall but die. 
And they rose up in the twilight* to go unto 
the camp of the Syrians : and when they were 
come to the uttermost part of the camp of 
Syria* behold* there was no man there. For 
the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to 
hear a noise of chariots* and a noise of horses* 
even the noise of a great host: and they said 
one to another* Lo* the king of Israel hath 
hired against us the kings of the Hittites* and 
the kings of the Egyptians* to come upon us. 
Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight* 
and left their tents, and their horses* and 
their asses* even the camp as it was* and fled 
for their life. And when these lepers came 
to the uttermost part of the camp* they went 
into one tent* and did eat and drink* and 
carried thence silver, and gold* and raiment* 
and went and hid it; and came again, and 
entered into another tent, and carried thence 
also* and went and hid it. 

Then they said one to another* We do not 
well: this day is a day of good tidings* and 
we hold our peace: if we tarry till the morn- 
ing light* some mischief will come upon us: 
now therefore come* that we may go and tell 
the king’s household. So they came and 


called unto the porter of the city: and they 
told them* saying* We came to the camp of 
the Syrians* and* behold* there was no man 
there* neither voice of man* but horses tied* 
and asses tied* and the tents as they were. 
And he called the porters; and they told it to 
the king’s house within. And the king arose 
in the night, and said unto his servants* I will 
now shew you what the Syrians have done 
to us© They know that we be hungry ; T there- 
fore are they gone out of the camp to hide 
themselves in the field* saying* When they 
come out of the city* we shall catch them 
alive* and get into the city. And one of his 
servants answered and said* Let some take* I 
pray thee* five of the horses that remain* 
which are left in the city* (behold* they are as 
all the multitude of Israel that are left in it: 
behold* I say* they are even as all the multi- 
tude of the Israelites that are consumed:) 
and let us send and see. They took therefore 
two chariot horses; and the king sent after 
the host of the Syrians* saying. Go and see. 
And they went after them unto Jordan: and* 
lo* all the way was full of garments and 
vessels* which the Syrians had cast away in 
their haste. And the messengers returned* 
and told the king. 

And the people went out* and spoiled the 
tents of the Syrians. So a measure of fine 
flour was sold for a shekel* and two measures 
of barley for a shekel* according to the word 
of the Lord. And the king appointed the 
lord on whose hand he leaned to have the 
charge of the gate : and the people trode upon 
him in the gate* and he died, as the man of 
God had said* who spake when the king came 
down to him. And it came to pass as the man 
of God had spoken to the king* saying* Two 
measures of barley for a shekel* and a mea- 
sure of fine flour for a shekel, shall be to 
morrow about this time in the gate of Sa- 
maria: and that lord answered the man of 
God* and said* Now* behold* if the Lord 
should make windows in heaven* might such 
a thing be? And he said, Behold, thou shalt 
see it with thine eyes* but shalt not eat there- 
of. And so it fell out unto him : for the people 
trode upon him in the gate* and he died. 

The Cry of the Oppressed 

Then spake Elisha unto the woman* whose 
son he had restored to life* saying. Arise* and 


1 We should indeed be hard of heart if we could read this chapter without feeling the bitter pain of those 
who suffer hunger from whatever cause* but when we see them lacking food in cities of plenty in times of 
peace, as we do to-day* we become indignant. 
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go thou and thine household* and sojourn 
wheresoever thou canst sojourn: for the 
Lord hath called for a famine ; and it shall 
also come upon the land seven years. And 
the woman arose* and did after the saying of 
the man of God: and she went with her 
household* and sojourned in the land of the 
Philistines seven years. And it came to pass 
at the seven years* end* that the woman 
returned out of the land of the Philistines: 
and she went forth to cry unto the king for 
her house and for her land. 1 And the king 
talked with Gehazi the servant of the man 
of God* saying* Tell me* I pray thee* all the 
great things that Elisha hath done. And it 
came to pass* as he was telling the king how 
he had restored a dead body to life* that* 
behold* the woman* whose son he had re- 
stored to life* cried to the king for her house 
and for her land. And Gehazi said* My lord* 
O king* this is the woman* and this is her 
son* whom Elisha restored to life. And when 
the king asked the woman* she told him. So 
the king appointed unto her a certain officer* 
saying* Restore all that was hers* and all the 
fruits of the field since the day that she left 
the land* even until now. 

Changes in Damascus 

And Elisha came to Damascus; and Ben- 
hadad the king of Syria was sick; and it was 
told him* saying. The man of God is come 
hither. And the king said unto Hazael* Take 
a present in thine hand* and go* meet the 
man of God* and inquire of the Lord by 
him, saying* Shall I recover of this disease? 
So Hazael went to meet him* and took a 
present with him* even of every good thing 
of Damascus* forty camels 5 burden* and 
came and stood before him* and said* Thy 
son Ben-hadad king of Syria hath sent me to 
thee* saying* Shall I recover of this disease? 
And Elisha said unto him* Go* say unto him* 
Thou mayest certainly recover: howbeit the 
Lord hath shewed me that he shall surely 
die. And he settled his countenance sted- 
fastly* until he was ashamed: and the man of 
God wept. And Hazael said* Why weepeth 
my lord? And he answered* Because I know 
the evil that thou wilt do unto the children 
of Israel: their strong holds wilt thou set on 
fire* and their young men wilt thou slay with 
the sword* and wilt dash their children* and 
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rip up their women with child. And Hazael 
said* But what* is thy servant a dog* that he 
should do this great thing? And Elisha an- 
swered* The Lord hath shewed me that thou 
shalt be king over Syria. So he departed 
from Elisha* and came to his master; who 
said to him* What said Elisha to thee? And 
he answered* He told me that thou shouldest 
surely recover. And it came to pass on the 
morrow* that he took a thick cloth* and 
dipped it in water* and spread it on his face* so 
that he died: and Hazael reigned in his stead. 

Unrest in Jerusalem 

And in the fifth year of Joram the son of 
Ahab king of Israel, Jehoshaphat being then 
king of Judah, Jehoram the son of Jehosha- 
phat king of Judah began to reign. Thirty 
and two years old was he when he began to 
reign; and he reigned eight years in Jerusa- 
lem. And he walked in the way of the kings 
of Israel, as did the house of Ahab : for the 
daughter of Ahab was his wife: and he did 
evil in the sight of the Lord. Yet the Lord 
would not destroy Judah for David his ser- 
vant’s sake* as he promised him to give him 
alway a light* and to his children. 

In his days Edom revolted from under the 
hand of Judah* and made a king over them- 
selves. So Joram went over to Zair* and all 
the chariots with him: and he rose by night, 
and smote the Edomites which compassed 
him about* and the captains of the chariots: 
and the people fled into their tents. Yet 
Edom revolted from under the hand of Judah 
unto this day. 2 Then Libnah revolted at the 
same time. And the rest of the acts of Joram, 
and all that he did, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of tie kings of Judah? 
And Joram slept with his fathers, and was 
buried with his fathers in the city of David: 
and Ahaziah his son reigned in his stead. 

In the twelfth year of Joram the son of 
Ahab king of Israel did Ahaziah the son of 
Jehoram king of Judah begin to reign. Two 
and twenty years old was Ahaziah when he 
began to reign; and he reigned one year in 
Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was 
Athaliah, the daughter of Omri king of Israel. 
And he walked in the way of the house of 
Ahab, and did evil in the sight of the Lord, 
as did the house of Ahab : for he was the son 
in law of the house of Ahab. And he went 


1 On p. 408 we have another instance of the intolerable social conditions of the city. There a creditor has 
come to take away a widow’s two sons to be bondmen because she cannot pay a debt. 

2 Edom’s revolt meant the end of Judah’s trade through the Red Sea. 
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with Joram the son of Ahab to the war against 
Hazael king of Syria in Ramoth-gilead ; and 
the Syrians wounded Joram. And king 
Joram went back to be healed in Jezreei of 
the wounds which the Syrians had given 
him at Ramah, when he fought against 
Hazael king of Syria. And Ahaziah the son 
of Jehoram king of Judah went down to see 
Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreei, because 
he was sick. 

Elisha and Jehu 

And Elisha the prophet called one of the 
children of the prophets, and said unto him. 
Gird up thy loins, and take this box of oil in 
thine hand, and go to Ramoth-gilead: and 
when thou comest thither, look out there 
Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nim- 
shi, and go in, and make him arise up from 
among his brethren, and carry him to an 
inner chamber; then take the box of oil, and 
pour it on his head, and say. Thus saith the 
Lord, I have anointed thee king over Israel. 
Then open the door, and flee, and tarry not. 
So the young man, even the young man the 
prophet, went to Ramoth-gilead. And when 
he came, behold, the captains of the host 
were sitting; and he said, I have an errand to 
thee, O captain. And Jehu said. Unto which 
of all us? And he said, To thee, O captain. 
And he arose, and went into the house; and 
he poured the oil on his head, and said unto 
him. Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I 
have anointed thee king over the people of 
the Lord, even over Israel. And thou shalt 
smite the house of Ahab thy master, that I 
may avenge the blood of my servants the 
prophets, and the blood of all the servants of 
the Lord, at the hand of Jezebel. For the 
whole house of Ahab shall perish: and I will 
cut off from Ahab him that pisseth against 
the wall, and him that is shut up and left in 
Israel: and I will make the house of Ahab 
like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
and like the house of Baasha the son of 
Ahijah: and the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the 
portion of Jezreei, and there shall be none to 
bury her. And he opened the door, and fled. 

Then Jehu came forth to the servants of 
his lord: and one said unto him. Is all well? 
wherefore came this mad fellow to thee? 
And he said unto them, Ye know the man, 
and his communication. And they said. It 
is false; tell us how. And he said. Thus and 
thus spake he to me, saying, Thus saith the 
Lord, I have anointed thee king over Israel. 


Then they hasted, and took every man his 
garment, and put it under him on the top of 
the stairs, and blew with trumpets, saying, 
Jehu is king. 

Naboth’s Death Avenged 

So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son 
of Nimshi conspired against Joram. (Now 
Joram had kept Ramoth-gilead, he and all 
Israel, because of Hazael king of Syria. ' But 
king Joram was returned to be healed in 
Jezreei of the wounds which the Syrians had 
given him, when he fought with Hazael king 
of Syria.) And Jehu said, If it be your minds, 
then let none go forth nor escape out of the 
city to go to tell it in Jezreei. So Jehu rode 
in a chariot, and went to Jezreei; for Joram 
lay there. And Ahaziah king of Judah was 
come down to see Joram. 

And there stood a watchman on the tower 
in Jezreei, and he spied the company of Jehu 
as he came, and said, I see a company. And 
Joram said. Take an horseman, and send to 
meet them, and let him say. Is it peace? So 
there went one on horseback to meet him, 
and said. Thus saith the king. Is it peace ? 
And Jehu said. What hast thou to do with 
peace ? turn thee behind me. And the watch- 
man told, saying, The messenger came to 
them, but he cometh not again. Then he 
sent out a second on horseback, which came 
to them, and said, Thus saith the king, Is it 
peace? And Jehu answered. What hast thou 
to do with peace ? turn thee behind me. And 
the watchman told, saying, He came even 
unto them, and cometh not again: and the 
driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of 
Nimshi; for he driveth furiously. 

And Joram said. Make ready. And his 
chariot was made ready. And Joram king of 
Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah went out, 
each in his chariot, and they went out against 
Jehu, and met him in the portion of Naboth 
the Jezreelite. And it came to pass, when 
Joram saw Jehu, that he said. Is it peace, 
Jehu? And he answered, What peace, so 
long as the whoredoms of thy mother Jezebel 
and her witchcrafts are so many? And 
Joram turned his hands, and fled, and said 
to Ahaziah, There is treachery, O Ahaziah. 
And Jehu drew a bow with his full strength, 
and smote Jehoram between his arms, and 
the arrow went out at his heart, and he sunk 
down in his chariot. Then said Jehu to 
Bidkar his captain. Take up, and cast him 
in the portion of the field of Naboth, the 
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Jezreelite: for remember how that, when I 
and thou rode together after Ahab his father, 
the Lord laid this burden upon him; surely 
I have seen yesterday the blood of Naboth, 

' and the blood of his sons, saith the Lord; 
and I will requite thee in this plat, saith the 
Lord- Now therefore take and cast Mm into 
the plat of ground, according to the word of 
the Lord, 

Judah’s King Slain 

But when Ahaziah the king of Judah saw 
this, he fled by the way of the garden house- 
And Jehu followed after him, and said. Smite 
him also in the chariot. And they did so at 
the going up to Gur, which is by Ibleam. 
And he fled to Megiddo, and died there. 
And his servants carried him in a chariot to 
Jerusalem, and buried him in his sepulchre 
with his fathers in the city of David. 

And in the eleventh year of Joram the son 
of Ahab began Ahaziah to reign over Judah. 

Jehu and Jezebel 

And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, 
Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her face, 
and tired her head, and looked out at a win- 
dow. And as Jehu entered in at the gate, she 
said. Had Zimri peace, who slew his master? 
And he lifted up his face to the window, 
and said, Who is on my side? who? And 
there looked out to him two or three eunuchs. 
And he said. Throw her down. So they 
threw her down: and some of her blood was 
sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses : 
and he trode her under foot. And when he 
was come in, he did eat and drink, and said. 
Go, see now this cursed woman, and bury 
her: for she is a king’s daughter. And they 
went to bury her: but they found no more 
of her than the skull, and the feet, and the 
palms of her hands. Wherefore they came 
again, and told him. And he said. This is the 
word of the Lord, which he spake by his 
servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, In the 
portion of Jezreel shall dogs eat the flesh of 
Jezebel: and the carcase of Jezebel shall be 
as dung upon the face of the field in the por- 
tion of Jezreel; so that they shall not say. 
This is Jezebel. 

Ahab’s Sons 

And Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria. 
And Jehu wrote letters, and sent to Samaria, 
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unto the rulers of Jezreel, to the elders, and 
to them that brought up Ahab’s children, 
saying, Now as soon as this letter cometh to 
you, seeing your master’s sons are with you, 
and there are with you chariots and horses, 
a fenced city also, and armour; look even out 
the best and meetest of your master’s sons, 
and set him on his father’s throne, and fight 
for your master’s house. But they were ex- 
ceedingly afraid, and said. Behold, two kings 
stood not before him: how then shall we 
stand? And he that was over the house, and 
he that was over the city, the elders also, and 
the bringers up of the children, sent to Jehu, 
saying. We are thy servants, and will do all 
that thou shalt bid us; we will not make any 
king: do thou that which is good in thine 
eyes. Then he wrote a letter the second time 
to them, saying. If ye be mine, and if ye will 
hearken unto my voice, take ye the heads of 
the men your master’s sons, and come to me 
to Jezreel by to morrow this time. Now the 
king’s sons, being seventy persons, were with 
the great men of the city, which brought 
them up. And it came to pass, when the 
letter came to them, that they took the king’s 
sons, and slew seventy persons, and put their 
heads in baskets, and sent him them to Jez- 
reel. 

And there came a messenger, and told him, 
saying. They have brought the heads of the 
king’s sons. And he said. Lay ye them in 
two heaps at the entering in of the gate until 
the morning. And it came to pass in the 
morning, that he went out, and stood, and, 
said to all the people. Ye be righteous: be- 
hold, I conspired against my master, and slew 
him : but who slew all these ? Know now that 
there shall fall unto the earth nothing of the 
word of the Lord, which the Lord spake 
concerning the house of Ahab: for the Lord 
hath done that wMch he spake by his servant 
Elijah. So Jehu slew all that remained of the 
house of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great 
men, and his kinsfolks, and his priests, until 
he left him none remaining. 1 

Judah’s Princes Slain 

And he arose and departed, and came to 
Samaria. And as he was at the shearing 
house in the way, Jehu met with the brethren 
of Ahaziah king of Judah, and said, Who are 
ye ? And they answered, We are the brethren 
of Ahaziah; and we go down to salute the 


* Jehu pursued his policy with such ruthlessness and barbarous cruelty that its original purpose was de- 
feated. He did more harm than good to Israel. Ci Hos. I, 4* 
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children of the king and the children of the 
queen. And he said* Take them alive. And 
they took them alive, and slew them at the 
pit of the shearing house, even two and forty 
men; neither left he any of them. 

Jehonadab 

And when he was departed thence, he 
lighted on Jehonadab 1 the son of Rechab 
coming to meet him : and he saluted him, and 
said to him, Is thine heart right, as my heart 
is with thy heart ? And Jehonadab answered. 
It is. If it be, give me thine hand. And he 
gave him his hand; and he took him up to 
him into the chariot. And he said. Come 
with me, and see my zeal for the Lord. So 
they made him ride in his chariot. And when 
he came to Samaria, he slew all that remained 
unto Ahab in Samaria, till he had destroyed 
him, according to the saying of the Lord, 
which he spake to Elijah. 

The Worshippers of Baal 

And Jehu gathered all the people together, 
and said unto them, Ahab served Baal a little; 
but Jehu shall serve him much. Now there- 
fore call unto me all the prophets of Baal, all 
Ms servants, and all his priests; let none be 
wanting: for I have a great sacrifice to do to 
Baal; whosoever shall be wanting, he shall 
not Jive. But Jehu did it in subtilty, to the 
intent that he might destroy the worsMppers 
of Baal. And Jehu said. Proclaim a solemn 
assembly for Baal. And they proclaimed it. 
And Jehu sent through all Israel: and all the 
worsMppers of Baal came, so that there was 
not a man left that came not. And they came 
into the house of Baal; and the house of Baal 
was full from one end to another; And he 
said unto him that was over the vestry. Bring 
forth vestments for all the worsMppers of 
Baal. And he brought them forth vestments. 
And Jehu went, and Jehonadab the son of 
Rechab, into the house of Baal, and said 
unto the worsMppers of Baal, Search, and 
look that there be here with you none of the 
servants of the Lord, but the worsMppers of 
Baal only. And when they went in to offer 
sacrifices and burnt offerings, Jehu appointed 
fourscore men without, and said. If any of 


the men whom I have brought into your 
hands escape, he that letteth him go, Ms life 
shall be for the life of him. 

And it came to pass, as soon as he had 
made an end of offering the burnt offering, 
that Jehu said to the guard and to the cap- 
tains, Go in, and slay them; let none come 
forth. And they smote them with the edge 
of the sword; and the guard and the captains 
cast them out, and went to the city of the 
house of Baal. And they brought forth the 
images out of the house of Baal, and burned 
them. And they brake down the image of 
Baal, and brake down the house of Baal, and 
made it a draught house unto this day. Thus 
Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel. 

Howbeit from the sins of Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, Jehu de- 
parted not from after them, to wit, the golden 
calves that were in Beth- el, and that were in 
Dan. And the Lord said unto Jehu, Because 
thou hast done well in executing that which 
is right in mine eyes, and hast done unto the 
house of Ahab according to all that was in 
mine heart, thy children of the fourth gene- 
ration shall sit on the throne of Israel. But 
Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the 
Lord God of Israel with all Ms heart: for he 
departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, 
wMch made Israel to sin. 

Invading Armies 

In those days the Lord began to cut Israel 
short: and Hazael smote them in all the 
coasts of Israel; from Jordan eastward, all 
the land of Gilead, the Gadites, and the 
Reubemtes, and the Manassites, from Aroer, 
wMch is by the river Amon, even Gilead and 
Bashan. Now the rest of the acts of Jehu, 
and all that he did, and all Ms might, are they 
not written in the book of the chromcles of 
the kings of Israel? And Jehu slept with Ms 
fathers : and they buried Mm in Samaria. 
And Jehoahaz Ms son reigned in Ms stead. 
And the time that Jehu reigned over Israel 
in Samaria was twenty and eight years. 

Jezebels Daughter 

And when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah 
saw that her son was dead, she arose and 


1 By taking Jehonadab, a religious leader, into his chariot Jehu hoped to obtain the support of those who 
had strong convictions against Ahab’s rule. It was hardly likely that Jehu agreed with the programme of the 
Rechabites (Jer. 35, 1-19), but they were men he could depend on in their opposition to the existing order. 
They disliked and distrusted the religious ideas and social habits which Israel was absorbing from the sur- 
rounding nations. Apparently Jehu’s work stopped at the wiping out of Baal-worship, for in other ways he 
did not establish the law of the Lord. 
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destroyed all the seed royal. But Jehosheba, 
the daughter of king Joram, sister of Ahaziah, 
took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stole 
him from among the king’s sons which were 
slain; and they hid him, even him and his 
nurse, in the bedchamber from Athaliah, so 
that he was not slain. And he was with her 
hid in the house of the Lord six years. And 
Athaliah did reign over the land. 

And the seventh year Jehoiada sent and 
fetched the rulers over hundreds, with the 
captains and the guard, and brought them to 
him into the house of the Lord, and made 
a covenant with them, and took an oath 
of them in the house of the Lord, and shewed 
them the king’s son. And he commanded 
them, saying. This is the thing that ye shall 
do; A third part of you that enter in on the 
sabbath shall even be keepers of the watch 
of the king’s house; and a third part shall 
be at the gate of Sur; and a third part at the 
gate behind the guard: so shall ye keep the 
watch of the house, that it be not broken 
down. And two parts of all you that go forth 
on the sabbath, even they shall keep the 
watch of the house of the Lord about the 
king. And ye shall compass the king round 
about, every man with his weapons in his 
hand: and he that cometh within the ranges, 
let him be slain: and be ye with the king as 
he goeth out and as he cometh in. 

And the captains over the hundreds did 
according to all things that J ehoiada the priest 
commanded: and they took every man his 
men that were to come in on the sabbath, 
with them that should go out on the sabbath, 
and came to Jehoiada the priest. And to the 
captains over hundreds did the priest give 
king David’s spears and shields, that were in 
the temple of the Lord. And the guard 
stood, every man with his weapons in his 
hand, round about the king, from the right 
corner of the temple to the left corner of the 
temple, along by the altar and the temple. 
And he brought forth the king’s son, and 
put the crown upon him, and gave him the 
testimony; and they made him king, and 
anointed him; and they clapped their hands, 
and said, God save the king. 

And when Athaliah heard the noise of the 
guard and of the people, she came to the 
people into the temple of the Lord. And 
when she looked, behold, the king stood by a 
pillar, as the manner was, and the princes 
and the trumpeters by the king, and all the 
people of the land rejoiced, and blew with 
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trumpets : and Athaliah rent her clothes, and 
cried, Treason, Treason. But Jehoiada the 
priest commanded the captains of the hun- 
dreds, the officers of the host, and said unto 
them, Have her forth without the ranges : and 
him that followeth her kill with the sword. 
For the priest had said. Let her not be slain 
in the house of the Lord. And they laid 
hands on her; and she went by the way by 
the which the horses came into the king’s 
house : and there was she slain. 

Reform in Jerusalem 

And Jehoiada made a covenant between 
the Lord and the king and the people, that 
they should be the Lord’s people; between 
the king also and the people. And all the 
people of the land went into the house of 
Baal, and brake it down; his altars and his 
images brake they in pieces thoroughly, and 
slew Mattan the priest of Baal before the 
altars. And the priest appointed officers over 
the house of the Lord. And he took the 
rulers over hundreds, and the captains, and 
the guard, and all the people of the land; and 
they brought down the king from the house 
of the Lord, and came by the way of the gate 
of the guard to the king’s house. And he sat 
on the throne of the kings. And all the people 
of the land rejoiced, and the city was in 
quiet: and they slew Athaliah with’ the sword 
beside the king’s house. 

Seven years old was Jehoash when he 
began to reign. In the seventh year of Jehu 
Jehoash began to reign ; and forty years 
reigned he in Jerusalem. And his mother’s 
name was Zibiah of Beer-sheba. And Je- 
hoash did that which was right in the sight 
of the Lord all his days wherein Jehoiada 
the priest instructed him. But the high 
places were not taken away: the people still 
sacrificed and burnt incense in the high 
places. 

And Jehoash said to the priests. All the 
money of the dedicated things that is brought 
into the house of the Lord, even the money 
of every one that passeth the account, the 
money that every man is set at, and all the 
money that cometh into any man’s heart to 
bring into the house of the Lord, let the 
priests take it to them, every man of his ac- 
quaintance : and let them repair the breaches 
of the house, wheresoever any breach shall 
be found. But it was so, that in the three and 
twentieth year of king Jehoash the priests 
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had not repaired the breaches of the house. 
Then king Jehoash called for Jehoiada the 
priest* and the other priests* and said unto 
them* Why repair ye not the breaches of the 
house? now therefore receive no more money 
of your acquaintance* but deliver it for the 
breaches of the house . 1 And the priests con- 
sented to receive no more money of the 
people* neither to repair the breaches of the 
house. 

But Jehoiada the priest took a chest* and 
bored a hole in the lid of it* and set it beside 
the altar* on the right side as one cometfa into 
the house of the Lord: and the priests that 
kept the door put therein all the money that 
was brought into the house of the Lord. 
And it was so* when they saw that there was 
much money in the chest* that the king’s 
scribe and the high priest came up* and they 
put up in bags* and told the money that was 
found in the house of the Lord. And they 
gave the money* being told* into the hands 
of them that did the work, that had the over- 
sight of the house of the Lord: and they laid 
it out to the carpenters and builders* that 
wrought upon the house of the Lord* and to 
masons* and hewers of stone* and to buy 
timber and hewed stone to repair the breaches 
of the house of the Lord* and for all that was 
laid out for the house to repair it. Howbeit 
there were not made for the ’house of the 
Lord bowls of silver* snuffers* basons* trum- 
pets* any vessels of gold* or vessels of silver* 
of the money that was brought into the house 
of the Lord : but they gave that to the work- 
men* and repaired therewith the house of 
the Lord. Moreover they reckoned not with 
the men* into whose hand they delivered the 
money to be bestowed on workmen: for they 
dealt faithfully. The trespass money and 
$in money was not brought into the house 
of the Lord: it was the priests’. 

Jerusalem threatened 

Then Hazael king of Syria went up* and 
fought against Gath* and took it: and Hazael 
set his face to go up to Jerusalem. And 
Jehoash king of Judah took all the hallowed 
things that Jehoshaphat* and Jehoram* and 
Ahaziah* his fathers* kings of Judah* had 
dedicated* and his own hallowed things* and 
all the gold that was found in the treasures 


of the house of the Lord* and in the king’s 
house* and sent it to Hazael king of Syria: 
and he went away from Jerusalem. 

Conspiracy 

And the rest of the acts of Joash* and all 
that he did* are they not written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? And 
his servants arose* and made a conspiracy, 
and slew Joash in the house of Millo* which 
goeth down to Silla. For Jozachar the son of 
Shimeath* and Jehozabad the son of Shomer, 
his servants* smote him* and he died; and 
they buried him with his fathers in the city 
of David: and Amaziah his son reigned in 
his stead. 

Samaria spared 

In the three and twentieth year of Joash 
the son of Ahaziah king of Judah Jehoahaz 
the son of Jehu began to reign over Israel in 
Samaria* and reigned seventeen years. And 
he did that which was evil in the sight of 
the Lord* and followed the sins of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat* which made Israel to sin; 
he departed not therefrom. And the anger 
of the Lord was kindled against Israel* and 
he delivered them into the hand of Hazael 
king of Syria, and into the hand ofBen-hadad 
the son of Hazael* all their days. And Jehoa- 
haz besought the Lord* and the Lord 
hearkened unto him: for he saw the oppres- 
sion of Israel* because the king of Syria 
oppressed them. (And the Lord gave Israel 
a saviour* so that they went out from under 
the hand of the Syrians: and the children of 
Israel dwelt in their tents, as beforetime. 
Nevertheless they departed not from the sins 
of the house of Jeroboam* who made Israel 
sin* but walked therein: and there remained 
the grove also in Samaria.) Neither did he 
leave of the people to Jehoahaz but fifty 
horsemen* and ten chariots* and ten thousand 
footmen; for the king of Syria had destroyed 
them* and had made them like the dust by 
threshing. Now the rest of the acts of Jehoa- 
haz* and all that he did* and his might* are 
they not written in the book of the chronicles 
of the kings of Israel? And Jehoahaz slept 
with his fathers; and they buried him in 
Samaria: and Joash his son reigned in his 
stead. 


1 The priests had received the money but had not paid for the work. In future the money would be placed 
in a box at the door of the Temple. The king would appoint an officer to be with the priest when it was 
counted, and see that it was paid to the contractor. 
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War between Israel and Judah 

In the thirty and seventh year of Joash 
king of Judah began Jehoash the son of 
Jehoahaz to reign over Israel in Samaria, and 
reigned sixteen years. And he did that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lord ; he departed 
not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, who made Israel sin: but he walked 
therein. And the rest of the acts of Joash, 
and all that he did, and his might wherewith 
he fought against Amaziah king of Judah, 
are they not written in the book of the chron- 
icles of the kings of Israel? And Joash slept 
with his fathers ; and Jeroboam sat upon his 
throne: and Joash was buried in Samaria 
with the kings of Israel. 

Death of Elisha 

Now Elisha was fallen sick of his sickness 
whereof he died. And Joash the king of 
Israel came down unto him, and wept over 
his face, and said, O my father, my father, 
the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen there- 
of. 1 And Elisha said unto him. Take bow 
and arrows. And he took unto him bow and 
arrows. And he said to the king of Israel, 
Put thine hand upon the bow. And he put 
Ms hand upon it: and Elisha put Ms hands 
upon the king’s hands. And he said. Open 
the window eastward. And he opened it. 
Then Elisha said. Shoot. And he shot. And 
he said. The arrow of the Lord’s deliverance, 
and the arrow of deliverance from Syria: for 
thou shalt smite the Syrians in Aphek, till 
thou have consumed them. And he said. 
Take the arrows. And he took them. And 
he said unto the king of Israel, Smite upon 
the ground. And he smote thrice, and stayed. 
And the man of God was wroth with him, 
and said. Thou shouldest have smitten five 
or six times; 2 then hadst thou smitten Syria 
till thou hadst consumed it: whereas now 
thou shalt smite Syria but thrice. 

And Elisha died, and they buried him. 
And the bands of the Moabites invaded the 
land at the coming in of the year. And it 
came to pass, as they were burying a man, 
that, behold, they spied a band of men; and 
they cast the man into the sepulchre ofElisha : 
and when the man was let down, and touched 


2 KINGS 14, 8 

the bones ofElisha, he revived, and stood up 
on Ms feet. 

God's Compassion 

But Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel 
all the days of Jehoahaz. And the Lord was 
gracious unto them, and had compassion on 
them, and had respect unto them, because 
of Ms covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and would not destroy them, neither 
cast he them from Ms presence as yet. So 
Hazael king of Syria died ; and Ben-hadad his 
son reigned in his stead. And Jehoash the 
son of Jehoahaz took again out of the hand 
of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael the cities, 
wMch he had taken out of the hand of 
Jehoahaz Ms father by war. Three times did 
Joash beat Mm, and recovered the cities of 
Israel. 

Tumult in Jerusalem 

In the second year of Joash son of Jehoa- 
haz king of Israel reigned Amaziah the son 
of Joash king of Judah. He was twenty and 
five years old when he began to reign, and 
reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. 
And Ms mother’s name was Jehoaddan of 
Jerusalem. And he did that which was right 
in the sight of the Lord, yet not like David 3 
Ms father: he did according to all things as 
Joash Ms father did. Howbeit the Mgh 
places were not taken away: as yet the people 
did sacrifice and burnt incense on the Mgh 
places. 

And it came to pass, as soon as the king- 
dom was confirmed in Ms hand, that he slew 
Ms servants wMch had slain the king his 
father. But the cMldren of the murderers he 
slew not: according unto that which is writ- 
ten in the book of the law of Moses, wherein 
the Lord commanded, saying, The fathers 
shall not be put to death for the cMldren, nor 
the cMldren be put to death for the fathers; 
but every man shall be put to death for his 
own sin. 4 He slew of Edom in the valley of 
salt ten thousand, and took Selah by war, and 
called the name of it Joktheel unto this day. 

Then Amaziah sent messengers to Je- 
hoash, the son of Jehoahaz son of Jehu, king 
of Israel, saying, Come, let us look one 


1 Describes Elisha as Israel’s defence. # 

2 Without perseverance and thoroughness he would fail. 

3 A king like his father, but not attaining David’s standard. 

4 An appreciation of individual responsibility which indicates an advance in moral thought and feeling. 
Ezekiel at a later date developed the idea (cf. Ezek. 18). 
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another in the face. And Jehoash the king of He built Elath* and restored it to Judah* after 
Israel sent to Amaziah king of Judah* saying* that the king slept with his fathers. 

The thistle 1 that was in Lebanon sent to the . p 
cedar that was in Lebanon, saying* Give thy " * rou( * 

daughter to my son to wife : and there passed In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of 

by a wild beast that was in Lebanon* and Joash king of Judah Jeroboam the son of 
trode down the thistle. Thou hast indeed Joash king of Israel began to reign in Sa- 
smitten Edom* and thine heart hath lifted maria* 3 and reigned forty and one years. And 
thee up: glory of this* and tarry at home: he did that which was evil in the sight of the 
for why shouldest thou meddle to thy hurt* Lord: he departed not from all the sins of 
that thou shouldest fall* even thou* and Judah Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel 
with thee? to sin. He restored the coast of Israel from 

But Amaziah would not hear. Therefore the entering of Hamath unto the sea of the 
Jehoash king of Israel went up * and he and plain* according to the word of the Lord 
Amaziah king of Judah looked one another God of Israel* which he spake by the hand of 
in the face at Beth-shemesh* which belong- his servant Jonah* the son of Amittai* the 
eth to Judah. And Judah was put to the prophet* which was of Gath-hepher. For 
worse before Israel $ and they fled every man the Lord saw the affliction of Israel* that it 
to their tents. And Jehoash king of Israel was very bitter: for there was not any shut 
took Amaziah king of Judah* the son of up* nor any left* nor any helper for Israel. 
Jehoash the son of Ahaziah* at Beth-shemesh* And the Lord said not that he would blot 
and came to Jerusalem* and brake down the out the name of Israel from under heaven: 
wall of Jerusalem from the gate of Ephraim but he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam 
unto the corner gate* four hundred cubits, the son of Joash. 

And he took all the gold and silver* and all Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam* and 

the vessels that were found in the house of all that he did* and his might* how he warred* 
the Lord* and in the treasures of the king’s and how he recovered Damascus* and Ha- 
house* and hostages* and returned to Sa- math* which belonged to Judah* for Israel* 
maria. are they not written in the book of the chron- 

Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash which icles of the kings of Israel? And Jeroboam 
he did* and his might* and how he fought slept with his fathers* even with the kings of 
with Amaziah king of Judah* are they not Israel; and Zachariah his son reigned in his 

written in the book of the chronicles of the stead, 

kings of Israel? And Jehoash slept with his Q , 
fathers* and was buried in Samaria with the " 

kings of Israel; and Jeroboam his son reigned In the twenty and seventh year of Jero- 
in his stead. boam king of Israel began Azariah 4 son of 

And Amaziah the son of Joash king of Amaziah king of Judah to reign. Sixteen 
Judah lived after the death of Jehoash son of years old was he when he began to reign* and 
Jehoahaz king of Israel fifteen years. And he reigned two and fifty years in Jerusalem, 
the rest of the acts of Amaziah* are they not And his mother’s name was Jecholiah of Jem- 
written in the book of the chronicles of the salem. And he did that which was right in 
kings of Judah? Now they 2 made a con- the sight of the Lord* according to all that 
spiracy against him in Jerusalem: and he his father Amaziah had done; save that the 
fled to Lachish; but they sent after him to high places were not removed: the people 
Lachish* and slew him there. And they sacrificed and burnt incense still on the high 
brought him on horses : and he was buried at places. And the Lord smote 5 the king* so that 
Jerusalem with his fathers in the city of he was a leper unto the day of his death* and 
David. And all the people of Judah took dwelt in a several house. And Jotham the 
Azariah, which was sixteen years old, and king’s son was over the house* judging the 
made him king instead of his father Amaziah. people of the land. And the rest of the acts 

1 Meaning Amaziah, king of Judah. 

2 The people of the city, who had been brought to distress by the king’s vanity and foolishness. 

3 We have a picture of Samaria at this time in the prophecies of Amos and Hosea. 

4 In 2 Chron. 26, 1 and Isa. 1, 1 and 6, 1 he is called Uzziah. Isaiah’s prophetic activity began in the las 
year of this reign (Isa. 6, 1). 

5 For his transgression in the Temple cf. 2 Chron. 26, 16-21. 
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WHAT OF BERLIN AND THE OTHER CAPITALS OF EUROPE? 

How are they solving the social and international problems that press upon them? On 
the lines God has revealed , or after the fashion of the cities whose tragic history has 
been written in the pages of this book? Do the citizens themselves know? 


of Azariah* and all that he did* are they not the kings of Israel. This was the word of the 
written in the book of the chronicles of the Lord which he spake unto Jehu* saying* Thy 
kings of Judah? So Azariah slept with his sons shall sit on the throne of Israel unto the 
fathers; and they buried him with his fathers fourth generation. And so it came to pass* 
in the city of David: and Jotham his son Shallum the son of Jabesh began to reign 
reigned in his stead. in the nine and thirtieth year of Uzziah king 

of Judah; and he reigned a full month in 
Anxious Times Samaria. For Menahem the son of Gadi 

In the thirty and eighth year of Azariah went up from Tirzah* and came to Samaria* 
king of Judah did Zachariah the son of Jero- and smote Shallum the son of Jabesh in 
boam reign over Israel in Samaria six months. Samaria, and slew him, and reigned in his 
And he did that which was evil in the sight stead. And the rest of the acts of Shallum* 
of the Lord* as his fathers had done: he de- and his conspiracy which he made* behold* 
parted not from the sins of Jeroboam the they are written in the book of the chronicles 
son of Nebat* who made Israel to sin. And of the kings of Israel. Then Menahem smote 
Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired against Tiphsah, and all that were therein* and the 
him, and smote him before the people* and coasts thereof from Tirzah: because they 
slew him* and reigned in his stead. And the opened not to him* therefore he smote it; and 
rest of the acts of Zachariah* behold, they all the women therein that were with child 
are written in the book of the chronicles of he ripped up. 
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THE WORLD’S GREAT CITIES 

PROBLEMS OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONSHIP 


3 KINGS CHAPTERS 15, 17 — 20 , ai 

Citizens of the world have to face not only the struggle that is going on all the time 
within cities, but also the struggle that arises from time to time between cities . Citizen- 
ship is, in fact, in the process of losing its local social character, and becoming more 
and more a matter of national political service. In the name of national emergency 
heavy burdens are placed upon us, and we are asked to look with seriousness upon the 
international situation. We are urged to be prepared for war. But many citizens, while 
they do this, feel that their responsibility does not end here. They must seek to solve 
the problem which lies behind the danger. Our problem is not unlike that which con- 
fronted the citizens of Samaria and Damascus, as they looked towards Nineveh and 
Babylon. They failed to solve the problem, hut perhaps we may learn something from 
their mistakes. 


I N the nine and thirtieth year of Azariah 
king of Judah began Menahem the son 
of Gadi to reign over Israel, and reigned 
ten years in Samaria. And he did that 
which was evil in the sight of the Lord: he 
departed not all his days from the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat* who made Israel 
to sin. And Pul the king of Assyria 1 came 
against the land: and Menahem gave Pul a 
thousand talents of silver, that his hand might 
be with him to confirm the kingdom in his 
hand. And Menahem exacted the money of 
Israel* even of all the mighty men of wealth* 
of each man fifty shekels of silver* to give to 
the king of Assyria. So the king of Assyria 
turned back* and stayed not there in the land. 
And the rest of the acts of Menahem* and 
all that he did* are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 
And Menahem slept with his fathers; and 
Pekahiah his son reigned in his stead. 

Conditions in Samaria 

In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah 
Pekahiah the son of Menahem began to reign 
over Israel in Samaria* and reigned two years. 
And he did that which was evil in the sight 
of the Lord: he departed not from the sins 
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat* who made 
Israel to sin. But Pekah the son of Remaliah* 
a captain of his* conspired against him* and 
smote him in Samaria* in the palace of the 
king’s house, with Argob and Arieh* and 


with him fifty men of the Gileadites: and he 
killed him* and reigned in his room. And the 
rest of the acts of Pekahiah* and all that he 
did, behold* they are written in the book of 
the chronicles of the kings of Israel. 

Assyria’s Conquests 

In the two and fiftieth year of Azariah king 
of Judah Pekah the son of Remaliah began 
to reign over Israel in Samaria* and reigned 
twenty years. And he did that which was 
evil in the sight of the Lord: he departed not 
from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat* 
who made Israel to sin. In the days of Pekah 
king of Israel came Tiglath-pileser king of 
Assyria, and took Ijon* and Abel-beth- 
maachah* and Janoah* and Kedesh* and 
Hazor* and Gilead* and Galilee* all the land 
of Naphtali* and carried them captive to 
Assyria. And Hoshea the son of Elah made 
a conspiracy against Pekah the son of Rema- 
liah* and smote him* and slew him* and 
reigned in his stead* in the twentieth year of 
Jotham the son of Uzziah. And the rest of 
the acts of Pekah* and all that he did* behold, 
they are written in the book of the chronicles 
of the kings of Israel. 

Alliance between Israel and Syria 

In the second year of Pekah the son of 
Remaliah king of Israel began Jotham the 
son of Uzziah king of Judah to reign. Five 
and twenty years old was he when he began 


1 Pul has been identified as Tiglath-Pileser III, who left an inscription which records that tribute was 
paid to him by Menahem in 738 b.c. 
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to reign, and he reigned sixteen years in 
Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was 
Jerusha, the daughter of Zadok. And he did 
that which was right in the sight of the Lord : 
he did according to all that his father Uzziah 
had done. Howbeit the high places were not 
removed: the people sacrificed and burned 
incense still in the high places. He built the 
higher gate of the house of the Lord. Now 
the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all that he 
did, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Judah? In those 
days the Lord began to send against Judah 
Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of 
Remaliah. And J otham slept with his fathers, 
and was buried with his fathers in the city of 
David his father: and Ahaz his son reigned 
in his stead. 

Jerusalem* s Fear 

In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son 
of Remaliah Ahaz the son of Jotham king of 
Judah began to reign. Twenty years old was 
Ahaz when he began to reign, and reigned 
sixteen years in Jerusalem, and did not that 
which was right in the sight of the Lord his 
God, like David his father. But he walked in 
the way of the kings of Israel, yea, and made 
his son to pass through the fire, according to 
the abominations of the heathen, whom the 
Lord cast out from* before the children of 
Israel. And he sacrificed and burnt incense 
in the high places, and on the hills, and under 
every green tree. 

Then Rezin king of Syria and Pekah son 
of Remaliah king of Israel came up to Jeru- 
salem to war: and they besieged Ahaz, but 
could not overcome him. At that time Rezin 
king of Syria recovered Elath to Syria, and 
drave the Jews from Elath: and the Syrians 
came to Elath, and dwelt there unto this day. 

So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser 
king of Assyria, saying, I am thy servant and 
thy son: come up, and save me out of the 
hand of the king of Syria, and out of the hand 
of the king of Israel, which rise up against 
me. And Ahaz took the silver and gold that 
was found in the house of the Lord, and in 
the treasures of the king’s house, and sent it 
for a present to the king of Assyria. And the 
king of Assyria hearkened unto him : for the 
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king of Assyria went up against Damascus, 
and took it, and carried the people of it cap- 
tive to Kir, and slew Rezin. 

A Meeting at Damascus 

And king Ahaz went to Damascus to meet 
Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, and saw an 
altar 1 that was at Damascus : and king Ahaz 
sent to Urijah the priest the fashion of the 
altar, and the pattern of it, according to all 
the workmanship thereof. And Urijah the 
priest built an altar according to all that king 
Ahaz had sent from Damascus: so Urijah the 
priest made it against king Ahaz came from 
Damascus. And when the king was come 
from Damascus, the king saw the altar: and 
the king approached to the altar, and offered 
thereon. And he burnt his burnt offering 
and his meat offering, and poured bis drink 
offering, and sprinkled the blood of his peace 
offerings, upon the altar. And he brought 
also the brasen altar, which was before the 
Lord, from the forefront of the house, from 
between the altar and the house of the Lord, 
and put it on the north side of the altar. 
And king Ahaz commanded Urij ah the priest, 
saying. Upon the great altar burn the morn- 
ing burnt offering, and the evening meat 
offering, and the king’s burnt sacrifice, and 
his meat offering, with the burnt offering of all 
the people of the land, and their meat offer- 
ing, and their drink offerings; and sprinkle 
upon it all the blood of the burnt offering, 
and all the blood of the sacrifice : and the 
brasen altar shall be for me to inquire by. 
Thus did Urijah the priest, according to all 
that king Ahaz commanded. 

And king Ahaz cut off the borders of the 
bases, and removed the laver from off them; 
and took down the sea from off the brasen 
oxen that were under it, and put it upon a 
pavement of stones. And the covert for the 
sabbath that they had built in the house, and 
the king’s entry without, turned he from the 
house of the Lord for the king of Assyria. 
Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz which he 
did, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Judah? And Aliaz 
slept with his fathers, and was buried with 
his fathers in the city of David: and Hezekiah 
his son reigned in his stead. 


1 It is generally agreed that this was an Assyrian altar, but whether it was the pattern that Ahaz liked, 
or he cherished the idea that the Assyrian god was more powerful than Israel’s God, we cannot say. The 
Septuagint version of this chapter is, that in order to transfer the sacrificial holiness from the old to the new 
altar, the blood of the offering was sprinkled first on the old, then on the new. 
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THE FALL OF SAMARIA 2 Kings 17 , 1-41 

Samaria fell because , #&£ a bmli house, it could not stand against the storm that 
swept over the country in the armies of Assyria. In the judgment of God, it had to be 
removed . That was pari of the story. But must the land be for ever swept by tempests? 
Must wars never cease? Must the nations go on always hating and fighting one another? 
Possibly in those days the people gave no thought to the question , but looked upon all 
foreigners as their enemies, and enemies of their God . But the prophet (Is. 19, 23-25) 
a few years later, with that clear and far-reaching vision of his, sees a time coming 
when the nations of the world will live together in a different relationship, and all will be 
servants of the Living God . 


IN the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah 
began Hoshea the son of Elah to reign in 
Samaria over Israel nine years. And he did 
that which was evil in the sight of the Lord* 
but not as the kings of Israel that were before 
him. Against him came up Shalmaneser king 
of Assyria; and Hoshea became his servant, 
and gave him presents. And the king of 
Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea: for he 
had sent messengers to So king of Egypt, and 
brought no present to the king of Assyria, as 
he had done year by year: therefore the king 
of Assyria shut him up, and bound him in 
prison. Then the king of Assyria came up 
throughout all the land, and went up to Sa- 
maria, and besieged it three years. In the 
ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria took 
Samaria, and carried Israel away into Assyria, 
and placed them in Halah and in Habor by 
the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the 
Medes, 

Inside Samaria 

For so it was, that the children of Israel 
had sinned against the Lord their God, 
which had brought them up out of the land 
of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt, and had feared other gods, 
and walked in the statutes of the heathen, 
whom the Lord cast out from before the 
children of Israel, and of the kings of Israel, 
which they had made. And the children of 
Israel did secretly those things that were not 
right against the Lord their God, and they 
built them high places in all their cities, from 
the tower of the watchmen to the fenced city. 
And they set them up images and groves in 
every high hill, and under every green tree: 
and there they burnt incense in all the high 
places, as did the heathen whom the Lord 
carried away before them; and wrought 
wicked things to provoke the Lord to anger: 


for they served idols, whereof the Lord had 
said unto them. Ye shall not do this thing. 
Yet the Lord testified against Israel, and 
against Judah, by all the prophets, and by all 
the seers, saying, Turn ye from your evil 
ways, and keep my commandments and my 
statutes, according to all the law which I 
commanded your fathers, and which I sent 
to you by my servants the prophets. Notwith- 
standing they would not hear, but hardened 
their necks, like to the neck of their fathers, 
that did not believe in the Lord their God. 
And they rejected his statutes, and his cove- 
nant that he made with their fathers, and his 
testimonies which he testified against them; 
and they followed vanity, and became vain, 
and went after the heathen that were round 
about them, concerning whom the Lord had 
charged them, that they should not do like 
them. And they left all the commandments 
of the Lord their God, and made them 
molten images, even two calves, and made a 
grove, and worshipped all the host of heaven, 
and served Baal. And they caused their 
sons and their daughters to pass through the 
fire, and used divination and enchantments, 
and sold themselves to do evil in the sight of 
the Lord, to provoke him to anger. There- 
fore the Lord was very angry with Israel, 
and removed them out of his sight: there 
was none left but the tribe of Judah only. 

Fall of Samaria 

Also Judah kept not the commandments 
of the Lord their God, but walked in the 
statutes of Israel which they made. And the 
Lord rejected all the seed of Israel, and 
afflicted them, and delivered them into the 
hand of spoilers, until he had cast them out 
of his sight. For he rent Israel from the 
house of David ; and they made Jeroboam the 
son of Nebatking: and Jeroboam drave Israel 
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from following the Lord* and made them sin 
a great sin. For the children of Israel walked 
in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did; 
they departed not from them; until the Lord 
removed Israel out of his sight* as he had said 
by all his servants the prophets. So was 
Israel carried away out of their own land to 
Assyria unto this day. E 

Foreign Inhabitants 

And the king of Assyria brought men from 
Babylon* and from Cuthah* and from Ava* 
and from Hamath* and from Sepharvaim* 
and placed them in the cities of Samaria in- 
stead of the children of Israel: and they 
possessed Samaria* and dwelt in the cities 
thereof. And so it was at the beginning of 
their dwelling there* that they feared not the 
Lord: therefore the Lord sent lions among 
them* which slew some of them. Wherefore 
they spake to the king of Assyria* saying* 
The nations which thou hast removed* and 
placed in the cities of Samaria* know not the 
manner of the God of the land: therefore he 
hath sent lions among them* and* behold* 
they slay them* because they know not the 
manner of the God of the land. 

Serving other gods 

Then the king of Assyria commanded* say- 
ing* Carry thither one of the priests whom 
ye brought from thence ; and let them go and 
dwell there* and let him teach them the 
manner of the God of the land. Then one of 
the priests whom they had carried away from 
Samaria came and dwelt in Beth-el* and 
taught them how they should fear the Lord. 
Howbeit every nation made gods of their 
own* and put them in the houses of the high 
places which the Samaritans had made* every 
nation in their cities wherein they dwelt. 
And the men of Babylon made Succoth- 
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benoth* and the men of Cuth made Nergal, 
and the men of Hamath made Ashima* and 
the Avites made Nibhaz and Tartak, and the 
Sepharvites burnt their children in fire to 
Adrammelech and Anammelech* the gods of 
Sepharvaim. So they feared the Lord, and 
made unto themselves of the lowest of them 
priests of the high places* which sacrificed 
for them in the houses of the high places. 
They feared the Lord* and served their own 
gods* after the manner of the nations whom 
they carried away from thence. 

The Forsaken Lord 

Unto this day they do after the former 
manners: they fear not the Lord* neither do 
they after their statutes* or after their ordi- 
nances* or after the law and commandment 
which the Lord commanded the children of 
Jacob* whom he named Israel; with whom 
the Lord had made a covenant* and charged 
them* saying, Ye shall not fear other gods, 
nor bow yourselves to them* nor serve them, 
nor sacrifice to them : but the Lord* who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt with 
great power and a stretched out arm* him 
shall ye fear* and him shall ye worship, and to 
him shall ye do sacrifice. And the statutes, 
and the ordinances* and the law* and the 
commandment* which he wrote for you, ye 
shall observe to do for evermore ; and ye shall 
not fear other gods. And the covenant that 
I have made with you ye shall not forget; 
neither shall ye fear other gods. But the 
Lord your God ye shall fear; and lie shall 
deliver you out of the hand of all your 
enemies. Howbeit they did not hearken* but 
they did after their former manner. So these 
nations feared the Lord* and served their 
graven images* both their children, and their 
children's children: as did their fathers* so 
do they unto this day. 


1 Samaria has fallen. But the fight between cities is not over, and the war between different races still goes 
on. We lift our eyes from the Bible scene to look upon its repetition in our own age, almost three thousand years 
later. We look and wonder. There is no doubt about the similarity of the situation, but there is more on the 
sacred page than we can read with the natural eye in the history of which we are part. So we turn again to the 
story with the hope that the revelation will become clear to our anxious minds. We run through its words 
eagerly looking for its good news. For we have, however dimly, caught on the page the vision that God is 
in the struggle. But for this story, and all that comes after it in this holy book, we should never have known 
that God cared for struggling cities, and sorrowed over their failure and fall. Sorrow is it* or anger, or 
both? For Samaria is like a man who has been given an urgent and important message but who neglects to 
deliver it when he comes into contact with those for whom it was intended. Instead* he sits down at their 
table and in feasting, gambling and fighting for a share of the spoils, forgets his mission. Is there not, there- 
fore, reason for sorrow and anger? For the message was an invitation, a call from the true and living God to 
men to take part with Him in the greater fight of overcoming evil, and in the glorious work of creating out of 
the chaos of civilization a new and better order. But Samaria failed, and the world still waits for a generation 
of citizens that will take up the Divine Covenant and build tha City or cities of God. 
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JERUSALEM’S DELIVERANCE 2 Kings 18, 1 — 20, 21 

A different aspect of this involved problem of international relationship is presented here . 
For the sake of clearness, we might say that the fall of Samaria brings into view the 
social side of the relationship , and this siege of Jerusalem, the moral side . The character 
of each city gives us the key to the leading thought. Isaiah the prophet of Jerusalem 
had pointed out that the relationship between cities and nations should be friendly. He 
now insists that it must also be, in every way, honourably observed. It must be a binding 
moral covenant. He emphasizes the point in this manner. He was, in the first place, 
against Jerusalem becoming an ally of Assyria, but once that pledge had been given he 
strongly opposed its arbitrary repudiation by Judah or Assyria. In the scene before us 
Assyria breaks faith with her tribute-paying ally. Her cause is lost. Whatever the 
size of her armies or the might of her weapons, Assyria is doomed. 


NOW it came to pass in the third year of 
Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, that 
Hezekiah the son of Ahaz king of Judah be- 
gan to reign. Twenty and five years old was 
he when he began to reign; and he reigned 
twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. His 
mother's name also was Abi, the daughter of 
Zachariah. And he did that which was right 
in the sight of the Lord, according to all that 
David his father did. He removed the high 
places, and brake the images, and cut down 
the groves, and brake in pieces the brasen 
serpent that Moses had made: for unto those 
days the children of Israel did burn incense 
to it : and he called it Nehushtan. He trusted 
in the Lord God of Israel; so that after him 
was none like him among all the kings of 
Judah, nor any that were before him. For 
he clave to the Lord, and departed not from 
following him, but kept his commandments, 
which the Lord commanded Moses. And 
the Lord was with him; and he prospered 
whithersoever he went forth: and he rebelled 
against the king of Assyria, and served him 
not. He smote the Philistines, even unto 
Gaza, and the borders thereof, from the tower 
of the watchmen to the fenced city. 

And it came to pass in the fourth year of 
king Hezekiah, which was the seventh year 
of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, that 
Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against 
Samaria, and besieged it. And at the end of 
three years they took it: even in the sixth 
year of Hezekiah, that is the ninth year of 
Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was taken. 
And the king of Assyria did carry away Israel 
unto Assyria, and put them in Halah and in 
Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the cities 
of the Medes : because they obeyed not the 
voice of the Lord their God, but transgressed 


his covenant, and all that Moses the servant 
of the Lord commanded, and would not 
hear them, nor do them. 

A Tribute-paying Ally 

Now in the fourteenth year of king Heze- 
kiah did Sennacherib king of Assyria come 
up against all the fenced cities of Judah, and 
took them. And Hezekiah king of Judah sent 
to the king of Assyria to Lachish, saying, I 
have offended; return from me: that which 
thou puttest on me will I bear. And the king 
of Assyria appointed unto Hezekiah king of 
Judah three hundred talents of silver and 
thirty talents of gold. And Hezekiah gave 
him all the silver that was found in the house 
of the Lord, and in the treasures of the king's 
house. At that time did Hezekiah cut off the 
gold from the doors of the temple of the 
Lord, and from the pillars which Hezekiah 
king of Judah had overlaid, and gave it to the 
king of Assyria. And the king of Assyria sent 
Tartan and Rabsaris and Rab-shakeh from 
Lachish to king Hezekiah with a great host 
against Jerusalem. And they went up and 
came to Jerusalem. And when they were 
come up, they came and stood by the con- 
duit of the upper pool, which is in the high- 
way of the fuller’s field. And when they had 
called to the king, there came out to them 
Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which was over 
the household, and Shebna the scribe, and 
Joah the son of Asaph the recorder. 

Jerusalem Threatened 

And Rab-shakeh said unto them. Speak 
ye now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the great 
king, the king of Assyria, What confidence 



is this wherein thou tmstest? Thou sayest* 
(but they are but vain words*) I have counsel 
and strength for the war. Now on whom dost 
thou trust* that thou rebellest against me? 
Now* behold* thou trustest upon the staff of 
this bruised reed* even upon Egypt* on which 
if a man lean* it will go into his hand* and 
pierce it: so is Pharaoh king of Egypt unto 
all that trust on him. But if ye say unto me* 
We trust in the Lord our God : is not that 
he* whose high places and whose altars Heze- 
kiah hath taken away* and hath said to Judah 
and Jerusalem, Ye shall worship before this 
altar in Jerusalem? Now therefore* I pray 
thee* give pledges to my lord the king of 
Assyria* and I will deliver thee two thousand 
horses* if thou be able on thy part to set 
riders upon them. How then wilt thou turn 
away the face of one captain of the least 
of my master’s servants* and put thy trust 
on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? 
Am I now come up without the Lord 
against this place to destroy it? The Lord 
said to me* Go up against this land* and 
destroy it. 

Then said Eliakim the son of Hilkiah* and 
Shebna* and Joah* unto Rab-shakeh* Speak* 
1 pray thee* to thy servants in the Syrian 1 
language; for we understand it: and talk not 
with us in the Jews’ language in the ears of 
the people that are on the wall. But Rab- 
shakeh said unto them* Hath my master sent 
me to thy master* and to thee* to speak these 
words ? hath he not sent me to the men which 
sit on the wall* that they may eat their own 
dung* and drink their own piss with you? 
Then Rab-shakeh stood and cried with a 
loud voice in the Jews’ language* and spake* 
saying, Hear the word of the great king* the 
king of Assyria: thus saith the king* Let not 
Hezekiah deceive you: for he shall not be 
able to deliver you out of his hand: neither 
let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord* 
saying* The Lord will surely deliver us* and 
this city shall not be delivered into the hand 
of the king of Assyria. Hearken not to 
Hezekiah: for thus saith the king of Assyria* 
Make an agreement with me by a present* 
and come out to me* and then eat ye every 
man of his own vine* and every one of his 
% tree* and drink ye every one the waters of 
his cistern: until I come and take you away 
to a land like your own land* a land of com 
and wine* a land of bread and vineyards* a 
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land of oil olive and of honey* that ye may 
live, and not die : and hearken not unto Heze- 
kiah* when he persuadeth you, saying, The 
Lord will deliver us. Hath any of the gods 
of the nations delivered at all his land out of 
the hand of the king of Assyria? Where are 
the gods of Hamath* and of Axpad? where 
are the gods of Sepharvaim* Hena* and Ivah ? 
have they delivered Samaria out of mine 
hand ? Who are they among all the gods of 
the countries* that have delivered their coun- 
try out of mine hand, that the Lord should 
deliver Jerusalem out of mine hand? 

But the people held their peace* and an- 
swered him not a word: for the king’s com- 
mandment was, saying* Answer him not. 
Then came Eliakim the son of Hilkiah* which 
was over the household, and Shebna the 
scribe* and Joah the son of Asaph the re- 
corder* to Hezekiah with their clothes rent* 
and told him the words of Rab-shakeh, 

Isaiah, the Prophet 

And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah 
heard it* that he rent his clothes* and covered 
himself with sackcloth, and went into the 
house of the Lord. And he sent Eliakim* 
which was over the household* and Shebna 
the scribe* and the elders of the priests* 
covered with sackcloth* to Isaiah the prophet 
the son of Amoz. And they said unto him* 
Thus saith Hezekiah* This day is a day of 
trouble* and of rebuke* and blasphemy: for 
the children are come to the birth* and there 
is not strength to bring forth. It may be the 
Lord thy God will hear all the words of 
Rab-shakeh* whom the king of Assyria his 
master hath sent to reproach the living God; 
and will reprove the words which the Lord 
thy God hath heard: wherefore lift up thy 
prayer for the remnant that are left, So the 
servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 
And Isaiah said unto them* Thus shall ye 
say to your master* Thus saith the Lord* 
Be not afraid of the words which thou hast 
heard* with which the servants of. the. king' 
of Assyria have blasphemed me. Behold* 
I will send a blast upon him* and he shall 
hear a rumour* and shall return to his own 
land; and I will cause him to fall by the 
sword in his own land. 

So Rab-shakeh returned* and found the 
king of Assyria warring against Libnah: for 


1 This was Aramaic and was understood by the Jewish upper classes. The Jews® language was Hebrew, 
understood by alL 
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he had heard that he was departed from 
Lachish. And when he heard say of Tir- 
hakah king of Ethiopia* Behold* he is come 
out to light against thee: he sent messengers 
again unto Hezekiah* saying* Thus shall ye 
speak to Hezekiah king of Judah* saying* Let 
not thy God in whom thou trustest deceive 
thee* saying* Jerusalem shall not be delivered 
into the hand of the king of Assyria* Behold* 
thou hast heard what the kings of Assyria 
have done to all lands* by destroying them 
utterly: and shalt thou be delivered? Have 
the gods of the nations delivered them which 
my fathers have destroyed; as Gozan* and 
Haran* and Rezeph* and the children of 
Eden which were in Theiasar? Where is 
the king of Hamath* and the king of Arpad* 
and the king of the city of Sepharvaim* of 
Hena* and Ivah? 

Hezekiah* $ Prayer 

And Hezekiah received the letter of the 
hand of the messengers* and read it: and 
Hezekiah went up into the house of the Lord* 
and spread it before the Lord. And Heze- 
kiah prayed before the Lord* and said* O 
Lord God of Israel* which dwellest between 
the cherubims* thou art the God* even thou 
alone* of all the kingdoms of the earth; thou 
hast made heaven and earth. Lord* bow 
down thine ear* and hear: open* Lord* thine 
eyes* and see: and hear the words of Sen- 
nacherib* which hath sent him to reproach 
the living God. Of a truth* Lord* the kings 
of Assyria have destroyed the nations and 
their lands* and have cast their gods into the 
fire: for they were no gods* but the work of 
men’s hands* wood and stone : therefore they 
have destroyed them* Now therefore* O 
Lord our God* I beseech thee* save thou us 
out of his hand* that all the kingdoms of the 
earth may know that thou art the Lord God* 
even thou only* 

Jerusalem Delivered 

Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Heze- 
kiah* saying* Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel* That which thou hast prayed to me 
against Sennacherib king of Assyria I have 
heard. This is the word that the Lord hath 
spoken concerning him; The virgin the 
daughter of Zion hath despised thee* and 
laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jeru- 
salem hath shaken her head at thee* Whom 


hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and 
against whom hast thou exalted thy voice* 
and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against 
the Holy One of Israel* By thy messengers 
thou hast reproached the Lord* and hast said* 
With the multitude of my chariots I am come 
up to the height of the mountains* to the 
sides of Lebanon* and will cut down the tall 
cedar trees thereof* and the choice fir trees 
thereof: and I will enter into the lodgings of 
his borders* and into the forest of his Carmel. 
I have digged and drunk strange waters* and 
with the sole of my feet have I dried up all 
the rivers of besieged places. 

Hast thou not heard long ago how I have 
done it* and of ancient times that I have 
formed it? now have I brought it to pass* that 
thou shouldest be to lay waste fenced cities 
into ruinous heaps. Therefore their inhabi- 
tants were of small power* they were dis- 
mayed and confounded; they were as the 
grass of the field* and as the green herb* as 
the grass on the housetops* and as corn 
blasted before it be grown up. But I know 
thy abode* and thy going out* and thy coming 
in* and thy rage against me. Because thy 
rage against me and thy tumult is come up 
into mine ears* therefore I will put my hook 
in thy nose* and my bridle in thy lips* and I 
will turn thee back by the way by which 
thou earnest. 

And this shall be a sign unto thee* Ye shall 
eat this year such things as grow of them- 
selves* and in the second year that which 
springeth of the same ; and in the third year 
sow ye* and reap* and plant vineyards* and 
eat the fruits thereof. And the remnant that 
is escaped of the house of Judah shall yet 
again take root downward* and bear fruit up- 
ward. For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a 
remnant* and they that escape out of mount 
Zion: the zeal of the Lord of hosts shall do 
this. Therefore thus saith the Lord con- 
cerning the king of Assyria* He shall not come 
into this city* nor shoot an arrow there* nor 
come before it with shield* nor cast a bank 
against it. By the way that he came* by the 
same shall he return* and shall not come into 
this city* saith the Lord. For I will defend 
this city* to save it* for mine own sake* and 
for my servant David’s sake. 

The Angel of the Lord 

And it came to pass that night* that the 
angel of the Lord went out* and smote in 


430 



WHAT OF MOSCOW AND THE CITIES OF THE EAST? 

Are not their problems like those of the other cities of the world? There are signs that 
they are no less acute , and that the citizens of the eastern capitals are as eager to improve 
their social and international position as the citizens of any western city . But are they 
working on the lines of the Divine Revelation? 


the camp of the Assyrians an hundred four- 
score and five thousand : and when they arose 
early in the morning, behold, they were all 
dead corpses. So Sennacherib king of Assyria 
departed, and went and returned, and dwelt 
at Nineveh. And it came to pass, as he was 
worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, 
that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons 
smote him with the sword: and they escaped 
into the land of Armenia. And Esarhaddon 
his son reigned in his stead. 

The Shadow of Death 

In those days was Hezekiah sick unto 
death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of 
Arnoz came to him, and said unto him. Thus 
saith the Lord, Set thine house in order; 


for thou shalt die, and not live. Then he 
turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto 
the Lord, saying, I beseech thee, O Lord, 
remember now how I have walked before 
thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and 
have done that which is good in thy sight. 
And Hezekiah wept sore. And it came to 
pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into the 
middle court, that the word of the Lord 
came to him, saying. Turn again, and tell 
Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus 
saith the Lord, the God of David thy father, 
I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy 
tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the third 
day thou shalt go up unto the house of the 
Lord. And I will add unto thy days fifteen 
years; and I will deliver thee and this city 
out of the hand of the king of Assyria; and 
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I will defend this city for mine own sake ? 
and for my servant David's sake. And Isaiah 
said. Take a lump of figs. And they took and 
laid it on the boil, and he recovered. 

And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What shall 
be the sign that the Lord will heal me, and 
that I shall go up into the house of the Lord 
the third day? And Isaiah said. This sign 
shalt thou have of the Lord, that the Lord 
will do the thing that he hath spoken: shall 
the shadow go forward ten degrees, or go 
back ten degrees? And Hezekiah answered. 
It is a light thing for the shadow to go down 
ten degrees: nay, but let the shadow return 
backward ten degrees. And Isaiah the pro- 
phet cried unto the Lord: and he brought 
the shadow ten degrees backward, by which 
it had gone down in the dial of Ahaz, 

At that time Berodach-baladan, the son of 
Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a 
present unto Hezekiah: for he had heard 
that Hezekiah had been sick. And Hezekiah 
hearkened unto them, and shewed them all 
the house of his precious things, the silver, 
and the gold, and the spices, and the precious 
ointment, and all the house of his armour, 
and al that was found in his treasures: 
there was nothing in his house, nor in all 
Ms dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them 
not, 


Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king 
Hezekiah, and said unto him. What said these 
men ? and from whence came they unto thee ? 
And Hezekiah said. They are come from a 
far country, even from Babylon. And he 
said. What have they seen in thine house? 
And Hezekiah answered. All the things that 
are in mine house have they seen: there is 
nothing among my treasures that I have not 
shewed them. 

And Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear the 
word of the Lord. Behold, the days come, 
that all that is in thine house, and that which 
thy fathers have laid up in store unto this 
day, shall be carried into Babylon: nothing 
shah be left, saith the Lord. And of thy sons 
that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt 
beget, shall they take away; and they shall be 
eunuchs in the palace of tie king of Babylon. 
Then said Hezekiah unto Isaiah, Good is the 
word of the Lord which thou hast spoken. 
And he said. Is it not good, if peace and truth 
be in my days? 

And the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and 
all his might, and how he made a pool, 
and a conduit, and brought water into the 
city, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Judah? And Heze- 
kiah slept with his fathers: and Manasseh 
his son reigned in his stead. 


Jerusalem stands. But what does it stand for? What is its significance, as a city among the cities of the 
world? In many ways it is like any other city, but in some ways it is different, and in this difference lies its 
message. To define the difference briefly is not easy. As our study of the narrative has proceeded we have 
tried to indicate what we perceive to be some of the outstanding features which distinguished Jerusalem, 
but m some cases they have been more in the nature of hopes for the city than actual examples of plans realized. 
It might, therefore, be an advantage at this point to set down, simply and plainly, the situation as we see it. 
When the people of God reached the point of building a city, they had, as their distinctive possession, the 
revelation of God for human life. The fact that it was given to them when they were a wandering desert tribe, 
unacquainted with the complex conditions of city life, does not make any difference to the vital core of that 
revelation. It was sufficient to give them a true sense of their relation to God and to their fellow men. We 
may go further. It gave them ideas of God and man that city life might be expected to intensify. For the 
God of Israel was more than nature's God, He was the God of men. He would dwell with them, go with them, 
be their Keeper and Guide. On the social side the revelation gave them the priceless principles of truth, 
justice, honour, freedom, and brotherhood (the clan bond, if you like), which cities cannot afford to neglect, 
any more than desert camps. Let it be granted that we are looking at this history in the light of the Christian 
revelation. So we should; for it was intended to make plain to us the revelation God had written in the lives 
of men. How, with this revelation in mind, look at the cities around Jerusalem, and consider their type 
of civilization in relation to the ideas which had been sown and were slowly maturing in Israel's mind. 
In contrast with that divine ideal we see aggression, exploitation, oppression, and the lust for power, profits, 
and pleasure. In a word, it is exactly the same conflict which we see in the modem world between the teaching 
of Christ and the way men live, only, of course, on a smaller scale. But this is the point; Israel’s conflict must 
be viewed, if we would see it aright, not as a struggle between different peoples, but as a phase, a revealing 
phase, of the ageless world-conflict which God has called man to undertake between truth and falsehood, good 
and evil. Jerusalem, therefore, stands, when her story is fully written, for the city that knows God's plan but 
fails to realize it; that believes in God to the extent of building a temple to Him, but not trusting Him to the 
extent of doing what He says, nor loving Him sufficiently to do what He wants. 



THE CITY OF REVELATION 

GOD’S CALL FOR MEN OF MORAL CONVICTION 


2 KINGS CHAPTERS 21, i— 25 , 30 

The stage has been cleared . In the midst of the devastation that has swept the world, 
from the Euphrates to the Nile , Jerusalem stands alone . And there, in the hush that 
seems for a while to have fallen upon the earth , we hear the voice of God . Listen to it, 
calling for men who in this hour of need will stand by His promise and rally to His 
cause, to make the earthly city like unto a heavenly city, a true home for the people of 
God . . Again and again we hear it echo through the streets, until in the end, the call un- 
heeded, we see the city fall But not before this truth has been revealed for all cities to 
read; that the city which is beset by danger, and baffled by problems, is beloved by God, 
and could be saved from all the evils that threaten it, if men would look to Him, and 
live up to the light He has given them, instead of following the devices and desires of their 
own hearts . 


M ANAS SEH was twelve years old 
when he began to reign, and 
reigned fifty and five years in 
Jerusalem. And his mother's 
name was Hephzi-bah. And he did that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lord, after the 
abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord 
cast out before the children of Israel. For 
he built up again the high places which Heze- 
Riah his father had destroyed; and he reared 
up altars for Baal, and made a grove, as did 
AJhab king of Israel; and worshipped all the 
host of heaven, and served them. And he 
built altars in the house of the Lord, of 
which the Lord said. In Jerusalem will I 
put my name. And he built altars for all the 
host of heaven in the two courts of the house 
of the Lord. And he made his son pass 
through the fire, and observed times, and used 
enchantments, and dealt with familiar spirits 
and wizards: he wrought much wickedness 
in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him to 
anger. And he set a graven image of the 
grove that he had made in the house, of 
which the Lord said to David, and to Solo- 
mon his son. In this house, and in Jerusalem, 
which I have chosen out of all tribes of Israel, 
will I put my name for ever: neither will I 
make the feet of Israel move any more out 
of the land which I gave their fathers; only 
if they will observe to do according to all that 
I have commanded them, and according to 
all the law that my servant Moses com- 
manded them. But they hearkened not: and 


Manasseh seduced them to do more evil than 
did the nations whom the Lord destroyed 
before the children of Israel. 

And the Lord spake by his servants the 
prophets, saying, Because Manasseh king of 
Judah hath done these abominations, and 
hath done wickedly above all that the Amor- 
ites did, which were before him, and hath 
made Judah also to sin with his idols: there- 
fore thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Be- 
hold, I am bringing such evil upon Jerusalem 
and Judah, that whosoever heareth of it, both 
his ears shall tingle. And I will stretch over 
Jerusalem the line of Samaria, and the plum- 
met of the house of Ahab: and I will wipe 
Jerusalem as a man wipeth a dish, wiping it, 
and turning it upside down. And I will for- 
sake the remnant of mine inheritance, and 
deliver them into the hand of their enemies; 
and they shall become a prey and a spoil to 
all their enemies; because they have done 
that which was evil in my sight, and have 
provoked me to anger, since the day their 
fathers came forth out of Egypt, even unto 
this day. 

Moreover Manasseh shed innocent blood 
very much, till he had filled Jerusalem from 
one end to another; beside his sin wherewith 
he made Judah to sin, in doing that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lord. Now the 
rest of the acts of Manasseh, and all that he 
did, and his sin that he sinned, are they not 
written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Judah? And Manasseh slept with 
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2 KINGS 21, 18 

his fathers, and was buried in the garden of 
his own house, in the garden of Uzza: and 
Amon his son reigned in his stead. 

A Divided City 

Amon was twenty and two years old when 
he began to reign, and he reigned two years 
in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was 
Meshullemeth, the daughter of Haruz of Jot- 
bah. And he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lord as his father Manasseh 
did. And he walked in all the way that his 
father walked in, and served the idols that 


his father served, and worshipped them: and 
he forsook the Lord God of his fathers, and 
walked not in the way of the Lord. And the 
servants of Amon conspired against him, and 
slew the king in his own house. And the 
people of the land slew all them that had 
conspired against king Amon; and the people 
of the land made Josiah his son king in his 
stead. Now the rest of the acts of Amon 
which he did, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 
And he was buried in his sepulchre in the 
garden of Uzza: and Josiah his son reigned 
in his stead. 


A CITY OF JOY 2 Kings 22, i— 23, 25 

A gleam of hope, like a cheering ray of sunshine, for a while lights up the city. There 
is joy which surpasses anything within the memory of living men. But here is the interest* 
ing fact: it was kindled by one man; and he, a young man, who heard the call of God 
and responded with all his heart and soul and strength. Perhaps stranger still to us, 
who ask wonderingly about the voice of the Lord, is the fact that he heard it in the 
book of the law. It is ever to be heard there, clear, strong, and unmistakable. But only 
now and then are men to be found who open their hearts as well as their ears to that 
Voice, and firmly believe that the message it speaks to them is in truth a divine revela- 
tion of the right way to live. In addition, men are slow to believe that the citizens of 
all cities would welcome the opportunity of following this way of life. 


JOSIAH was eight years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned thirty and one years 
in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was 
Jedidah, the daughter of Adaiah of Boscath. 
And he did that which was right in the sight 
of the Lord, and walked in all the way of 
David his father, and turned not aside to 
the right hand or to the left 

Repairing the Temple 

And it came to pass in the eighteenth year 
of king Josiah, that the king sent Shaphan 
the son of Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, 
the scribe, to the house of the Lord, saying, 
Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may 
sum the silver which is brought into the 
house of the Lord, which the keepers of the 
door have gathered of the people: and let 
them deliver it into the hand of the doers of 
the work, that have the oversight of the 
house of the Lord: and let them give it to 
the doers of the work which is in the house 
of the Lord, to repair the breaches of the 
house, unto carpenters, and builders, and 


masons, and to buy timber and hewn stone 
to repair the house. Howbeit there was no 
reckoning made with them of the money that 
was delivered into their hand, because they 
dealt faithfully. 

Finding the Book of the Law 

And Hilkiah the high priest said unto 
Shaphan the scribe, I have found the book 
of the law in the house of the Lord. And 
Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he 
read it. And Shaphan the scribe came to the 
king, and brought the king word again, and 
said, Thy servants have gathered the money 
that was found in the house, and have de- 
livered it into the hand of them that do the 
work, that have the oversight of the house of 
the Lord. And Shaphan the scribe shewed 
the king, saying, Hilkiah the priest hath de- 
livered me a book. And Shaphan read it 
before the king. And it came to pass, when 
the king had heard the words of the book of 
the law, that he rent his clothes. And the 
king commanded Hilkiah the priest, and 
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Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the 
son of Miehaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, 
and Asahiah a servant of the king's, saying. 
Go ye, inquire of the Lord for me, and for 
the people, and for all Judah, concerning the 
words of this book 1 that is found: for great is 
the wrath of the Lord that is kindled against 
us, because our fathers have not hearkened 
unto the words of this book, to do according 
unto all that which is written concerning us. 

Huldah the Prophetess 

So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and 
Achbor, and Shaphan, and Asahiah, went 
unto Huldah the prophetess, the wife of 
Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, 
keeper of the wardrobe; (now she dwelt in 
Jerusalem in the college;) and they com- 
muned with her. And she said unto them. 
Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Tell the 
man that sent you to me. Thus saith the 
Lord, Behold, I will bring evil upon this 
place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even 
all the words of the book which the king of 
Judah hath read: because they have forsaken 
me, and have burned incense unto other 
gods, that they might provoke me to anger 
with all the works of their hands; therefore 
my wrath shall be kindled against this place, 
and shall not be quenched. But to the king of 
Judah which sent you to inquire of the Lord, 
thus shall ye say to him. Thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel, As touching the words which 
thou hast heard; because thine heart was 
tender, and thou hast humbled thyself before 
the Lord, when thou heardest what I spake 
against this place, and against the inhabitants 
thereof, that they should become a desolation 
and a curse, and hast rent thy clothes, and 
wept before me; I also have heard thee, saith 
the Lord. Behold therefore, I will gather 
thee unto thy fathers, and thou shalt be 
gathered into thy grave in peace; and thine 
eyes shall not see all the evil which I will 
bring upon this place. And they brought 
the king word again. 


The Great Assembly 

And the king sent, and they gathered unto 
him all the elders of Judah and of J erusalem. 
And the king went up into the house of 
the Lord, and all the men of Judah and all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and the 
priests, and the prophets, and all the people, 
both small and great: and he read in their 
ears all the words of the book of the covenant 
which was found in the house of the Lord. 
And the king stood by a pillar, and made a 
covenant before the Lord, to walk after the 
Lord, and to keep his commandments and 
his testimonies and his statutes with all their 
heart and all their soul, to perform the words 
of this covenant that were written in this 
book. And all the people stood to the cove- 
nant. 

Zealous Reformers 

And the king commanded Hilkiah the high 
priest, and the priests of the second order, 
and the keepers of the door, to bring forth out 
of the temple of the Lord all the vessels that 
were made for Baal, and for the grove, and 
for all the host of heaven: and he burned 
them without Jerusalem in the fields of Kid- 
ron, and carried the ashes of them unto Beth- 
el. And he put down the idolatrous priests, 
whom the kings of Judah had ordained to 
burn incense in the high places in the cities 
of Judah, and in the places round about 
Jerusalem; them also that burned incense 
unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and 
to the planets, and to all the host of heaven. 
And he brought out the grove from the house 
of the Lord, without Jerusalem, unto the 
brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook 
Kidron, and stamped it small to powder, and 
cast the powder thereof upon the graves of 
the children of the people. And he brake 
down the houses of the sodomites, that were 
by the house of the Lord, where the women 
wove hangings for the grove. And he brought 
all the priests out of the cities of Judah, and 
defiled the high places where the priests had 


* Can we identify this book which Hilkiah found? Although the question cannot be answered without 
dispute, the generally accepted view is that it was the book of Deuteronomy, or that part of it which is con- 
tained in chapters 5—26 and 28. The chief ground for thinking so is the close correspondence between the 
contents of these chapters and the reforms Josiah carried out. It is called the Book of the Covenant, and Is in 
effect a revised version of the Book of the Covenant given in Exod. 21—3. In tone and outlook it bears traces 
of the influence of the prophets, particularly Hosea and Isaiah, who about this time were the messengers of 
God to Israel and Judah. The natural conclusion is that under their influence the civil and ecclesiastical laws 
of the people of God were given this new form and emphasis. The reason the book was not published or made 
known when it was written, but was hidden in the Temple, is to be found in the violent persecutions which 
immediately preceded Josiah’s reign. When the right time arrived it was brought forth. 
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burned incense, from Geba to Beer-sheba, 
and brake down the high places of the gates 
that were in the entering in of the gate of 
Joshua the governor of the city, which were 
on a man’s left hand at the gate of the city. 
Nevertheless the priests of the high places 
came not up to the altar of the Lord in Jeru- 
salem, but they did eat of the unleavened 
bread among their brethren. And he defiled 
Topheth, which is in the valley of the chil- 
dren of Hinnom, that no man might make 
his son or his daughter to pass through the 
fire to Molech. And he took away the horses 
that the kings of Judah had given to the sun, 
at the entering in of the house of the Lord, 
by the chamber of Nathan-melech the cham- 
berlain, which was in the suburbs, and burned 
the chariots of the sun with fire. And the 
altars that were on the top of the upper 
chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah 
had made, and the altars which Manasseh 
had made in the two courts of the house of 
the Lord, did the king beat down, and brake 
them down from thence, and cast the dust 
of them into the brook Kidron. And the high 
places that were before Jerusalem, which 
were on the right hand of the mount of 
corruption, which Solomon the king of Israel 
had builded for Ashtoreth the abomination 
of the Zidonians, and for Chemosh the 
abomination of the Moabites, and for Mil- 
com the abomination of the children of Am- 
mon, did the king defile. And he brake in 
pieces the images, and cut down the groves, 
and Med their places with the bones of men. 

Far-reaching Influence 

Moreover the altar that was at Beth-el, 
and the high place which Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, had made, 
both that altar and the high place he brake 
down, and burned the high place, and 
stamped it small to powder, and burned the 
grove. And as Josiah turned himself, he 
spied the sepulchres that were there in the 
mount, and sent, and took the bones out of 


the sepulchres, and burned them upon the 
altar, and polluted it, according to the word 
of the Lord which the man of God pro- 
claimed, who proclaimed these words. Then 
he said. What title is that that I see? And 
the men of the city told him. It is the sepul- 
chre of the man of God, which came from 
Judah, and proclaimed these things that thou 
hast done against the altar of Beth-el. And 
he said. Let him alone; let no man move his 
bones. So they let his bones alone, with the 
bones of the prophet that came out of Sa- 
maria. And all the houses also of the high 
places that were in the cities of Samaria, 
which the kings of Israel had made to pro- 
voke the Lord to anger, Josiah took away, 
and did to them according to all the acts that 
he had done in Beth-el. And he slew all the 
priests of the high places that were there 
upon the altars, and burned men’s bones 
upon them, and returned to Jerusalem. 

A Memorable Festival 

And the king commanded all the people, 
saying, Keep the passover unto the Lord 
your God, as it is written in the book of this 
covenant. Surely there was not holden such 
a passover from the days of the judges that 
judged Israel, nor in all the days of the kings 
of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah; but in 
the eighteenth year 1 of king Josiah, wherein 
this passover was holden to the Lord in 
Jerusalem. 

Moreover the workers with familiar spirits, 
and the wizards, and the images, and the 
idols, and all the abominations that were 
spied in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, 
did Josiah put away, that he might perform 
the words of the law which were written in 
the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the 
house of the Lord. And like unto him was 
there no king before him, that turned to the 
Lord with all his heart, and with all his soul, 
and with all his might, according to all the 
law of Moses; neither after him arose there 
any like him. 


1 Jeremiah’s ministry began in the thirteenth year of this reign (Jer. 1, 2), and Zephaniah, according to the 
wording of his prophecy (Zeph. 1, i), was also a prophet at this time. 



A CITY OF SORROW 


2 Kings 23, 2 6 — 25, 30 

How very simply the Bible explains the causes of joy and sorrow in cities . When all 
goes well 3 it says that the leaders and people did that which was right; when things 
go ill s it is because they did evil If little more is said in the narratives there was little 
more to add . The moral condition of the city was the vital points and the description 
given is adequate . But why the sudden and oft-repeated lapse from joy in the history 
of the city? The trouble with Jerusalem is the trouble of all cities : the lack of a suc- 
cession of good mens of courageous leader Ss who believe in the Living God and His 
plan of life for all mankinds to carry to completion the work which others with eager 
enthusiasm have begun . There ares of courses always a few citizens loyal to the Voice 
Divines but more are needed if the city is to be saved . 


NOTWITHSTANDING the Lord turned 
not from the fierceness of his great wrath, 
wherewith his anger was kindled against 
Judah, because of all the provocations that 
Manasseh had provoked him withal. And 
the Lord said, I will remove Judah also out 
of my sight, as I have removed Israel, and 
will cast off this city Jerusalem which I have 
chosen, and the house of which I said. My 
name shall be there. 

Conquests of Egypt 

Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all 
that he did, are they not written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? In 
his days Pharaoh-nechoh king of Egypt went 
up against the king of Assyria to the river 
Euphrates: and king Josiah went against 
him; and he slew him at Megiddo, when he 
had seen him. And his servants carried him 
in a chariot dead from Megiddo, and brought 
him to Jerusalem, and buried him in his own 
sepulchre. And the people of the land took 
Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and anointed 
him, and made him king in his father’s stead. 

Jehoahaz 1 was twenty and three years old 
when he began to reign ; and he reigned three 
months in Jerusalem. And his mother’s 
name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah 
of Libnah. And he did that which was evil 
in the sight of the Lord, according to all that 
his fathers had done. And Pharaoh-nechoh 
put him in bands at Riblah in the land of 
Hamath, that he might not reign in Jeru- 
salem; and put the land to a tribute of an 
hundred talents of silver, and a talent of 


gold. And Pharaoh-nechoh made Eliakim 
the son of Josiah king in the room of Josiah 
his father, and turned his name to Jehoiakim, 
and took Jehoahaz away: and he came to 
Egypt, and died there. And Jehoiakim gave 
the silver and the gold to Pharaoh; but he 
taxed the land to give the money according 
to the commandment of Pharaoh : he exacted 
the silver and the gold of the people of the 
land, of every one according to his taxation, 
to give it unto Pharaoh-nechoh. 

Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old 
when he began to reign; and he reigned 
eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s 
name was Zebudah, the daughter of Pedaiah 
of Rumah. And he did that which was evil 
in the sight of the Lord, according to all that 
his fathers had done. 

Conquests of Babylon 

In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby- 
lon came up , 2 and Jehoiakim became his ser- 
vant three years: then he turned and rebelled 
against him. And the Lord sent against him 
bands of the Chaldees, and bands of the 
Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, and 
bands of the children of Ammon, and sent 
them against Judah to destroy it, according 
to the word of the Lord, which he spake by 
his servants the prophets. Surely at the com- 
mandment of the Lord came this upon 
Judah, to remove them out of his sight, for 
the sins of Manasseh, according to all that 
he did; and also for the innocent blood that 
he shed : for he filled Jerusalem with innocent 
blood; which the Lord would not pardon. 


1 He was also called Shallum (Jer. 22, 1 1). Ezekiel wrote an elegy on his captivity in Egypt (Ezek. 19, 1-4). 

2 Jeremiah was the great prophet of this period, and in the book which bears his name the figures and scenes 
of the closing years of this tragic struggle are drawn with such truth and pathos that we must go to him if 
we would enter into the thoughts and feelings of the citizens of Jerusalem during these terrible years. 
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Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim* and all 
that he did* are they not written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? So 
Jehoiakim slept with his fathers : and Jehoia- 
chin his son reigned in his stead. And the 
king of Egypt came not again any more out 
of Ms land: for the king of Babylon had taken 
from the river of Egypt unto the river Eu- 
phrates all that pertained to the king of 
Egypt. 

Evil Days 

Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he 
began to reign* and he reigned in Jerusalem 
three months. And his mother’s name was 
Nehushta, the daughter of Elnathan of Jeru- 
salem. And he did that wiiich was evil in the 
sight of the Lord* according to all that his 
father had done. 

The City Besieged 

At that time the servants of Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon came up against 
Jerusalem* and the city was besieged. And 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came against 
the city, and Ms servants did besiege it. 
And JehoiacMn the king of Judah went out 
to the king of Babylon* he* and Ms mother* 
and his servants* and Ms princes* and Ms 
officers: and the king of Babylon took him in 
the eighth year of Ms reign. And he carried 
out thence all the treasures of the house of 
the Lord* and the treasures of the king’s 
house* and cut in pieces all the vessels of 
gold which Solomon king of Israel had made 
in the temple of the Lord* as the Lord had 
said. And he carried away all Jerusalem* and 
all the princes* and all the mighty men of 
valour* even ten thousand captives* and all 
the craftsmen and smiths: none remained* 
save the poorest sort of the people of the 
land. And he carried away JehoiacMn 1 to 
Babylon* and the king’s mother* and the 
king’s wives* and Ms officers* and the mighty 
of the land* those carried he into captivity 
from Jerusalem to Babylon. And all the men 
of might* even seven thousand, and crafts- 
men and smiths a thousand* all that were 
strong and apt for war* even them the king 


of Babylon brought captive to Babylon. And 
the king of Babylon made Mattaniah his fa- 
ther’s brother king in Ms stead* and changed 
Ms name to Zedekiah. 

The Anger of the Lord 

Zedekiah was twenty and one years old 
when he began to reign* and he reigned 
eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s 
name was Hamutal* the daughter of Jeremiah 
of Libnah. And he did that which was evil 
in the sight of the Lord* according to all that 
Jehoiakim had done. For through the anger 
of the Lord it came to pass in Jerusalem and 
Judah* until he had cast them out from Ms 
presence* that Zedekiah rebelled against the 
king of Babylon. 

The City Destroyed 

And it came to pass in the ninth year of 
Ms reign* in the tenth month* in the tenth 
day of the month* that Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon came* he, and all Ms host* against 
Jerusalem* and pitched against it; and they 
built forts against it round about. And the 
city was besieged unto the eleventh year of 
king Zedekiah. And on the ninth day of the 
fourth month the famine prevailed in the 
city* and there was no bread for the people 
of the land. And the city was broken up* 
and all the men of war fled by night by the 
way of the gate between two walls, which is 
by the king’s garden: (now the Chaldees 
were against the city round about:) and the 
king went 1 the way toward the plain. And 
the army of the Chaldees pursued after the 
king, and overtook him in the plains of 
Jericho: and all Ms army were scattered 
from him. So they took the king, and brought 
him up to the king of Babylon to Riblah; and 
they gave judgment 2 upon him. And they 
slew the sons of Zedekiah before Ms eyes* 
and put out the eyes of Zedekiah* and bound 
him with fetters of brass* and carried Mm to 
Babylon . 3 

The Temple Burned 

And in the fifth month* on the seventh 
day of the month* which is the nineteenth 
year of king Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby- 


1 Ezekiel began his prophetic ministry in the fifth year of Jehoiachin’s captivity (Ezek. I* 2). He must have 
been in the first company of captives taken to Babylon. He had been in some way connected with the Temple* 
and would, doubtless, have known Jeremiah. Certainly he was acquainted with Jeremiah’s teaching and agreed 
with his outlook. 

2 He was charged with breaking his treaty with Nebuchadnezzar* though Jeremiah and Ezekiel had tried 
to persuade him to keep his word (cf. Jer. 38* 17; Ezek. 17, 15). 

3 For a fuller account of the siege cf. Jer. 37—39* 7. 
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Ion, came Nebuzar-adan* captain of the 
guard* a servant of the king of Babylon* unto 
Jerusalem: and he burnt the house of the 
Lord* and the king's house* and all the 
houses of Jerusalem* and every great man's 
house burnt he with fire. And all the army 
of the Chaldees* that were with the captain 
of the guard* brake down the walls of Jeru- 
salem round about. Now the rest of the 
people that were left in the city, and the 
fugitives that fell away to the king of Babylon* 
with the remnant of the multitude* did 
Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard carry 
away. But the captain of the guard left of the 
poor of the land to be vinedressers and hus- 
bandmen. 

Its Furniture Removed 

And the pillars of brass that were in the 
house of the Lord* and the bases* and the 
brasen sea that was in the house of the Lord* 
did the Chaldees break in pieces, and carried 
the brass of them to Babylon. And the pots* 
and the shovels* and the snuffers* and the 
spoons* and all the vessels of brass where- 
with they ministered* took they away. And 
the firepans* and the bowls* and such things 
as were of gold* in gold* and of silver, in 
silver* the captain of the guard took away. 
The two pillars, one sea* and the bases which 
Solomon had made for the house of the 
Lord; the brass of all these vessels was with- 
out weight. The height of the one pillar was 
eighteen cubits, and the chapiter upon it was 
brass: and the height of the chapiter three 
cubits; and the wreathen work* and pome- 
granates upon the chapiter round about, all 
of brass: and like unto these had the second 
pillar with wreathen work. 

Its Officials Slain 

And the captain of the guard took Seraiah 
the chief priest, and Zephaniah the second 
priest* and the three keepers of the door: 
and out of the city he took an officer that was 
set over the men of war, and five men of 
them that were in the king's presence* which 
were found in the city* and the principal 
scribe of the host* which mustered the people 
of the land* and threescore men of the people 
of the land that were found in the city: and 
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Nebuzar-adan captain of the guard took 
these* and brought them to the king of Baby- 
lon to Riblah: and the king of Babylon smote 
$hem* and slew them at Riblah in the land of 
Hamath. So Judah was carried away out of 
their land. 

The People that Remained 

And as for the people that remained 1 in the 
land of Judah* whom Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon had left, even over them he made 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam* 2 the son of 
Shaphan, ruler. And when all the captains 
of the armies, they and their men, heard that 
the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah 
governor, there came to Gedaliah to Mizpah* 
even Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and 
Johanan the son of Careah* and Seraiah the 
son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and 
Jaazaniah the son of a Maachathite* they and 
their men. And Gedaliah sware to them* 
and to their men, and said unto them* Fear 
not to be the servants of the Chaldees : dwell 
in the land, and serve the king of Babylon; 
and it shall be well with you. But it came to 
pass in the seventh month, that Ishmael the 
son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama* of the 
seed royal* came, and ten men with him, and 
smote Gedaliah, that he died, and the Jews 
and the Chaldees that were with him at Miz- 
pah. And all the people, both small and 
great, and the captains of the armies, arose, 
and came to Egypt: for they were afraid of 
the Chaldees. 

A Hopeful Sign 

And it came to pass in the seven and 
thirtieth year of the captivity of Jehoiachin 
king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the 
seven and twentieth day of the month, that 
Evil-merodach king of Babylon in the year 
that he began to reign did lift up the head of 
Jehoiachin king of Judah out of prison; and 
he spake kindly to him* and set his throne 
above the throne of the kings that were with 
him in Babylon; and changed his prison 
garments : and he did eat bread continually 
before him all the days of his life. And his 
allowance was a continual allowance given 
him of the king, a daily rate for every day* all 
the days of his life. 


1 Jeremiah gives a more detailed description of these last days in Jerusalem (Jer. 39, 8 — 42, 22). 

2 The man who, during one of the risings in the city, saved Jeremiah’s life (Jer. 26, 24). 
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THE TEMPLE 


IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LIVING GOD THERE 
IS A REVELATION FOR ALL CHURCHES 


Showing one of the gateways to its courts at the time of Christ. It was called the 
Double Gate. The column without a base stands to-day , and is believed by some 
architects to be one of the original pillars that formed the outer court of Herod’s Temple. 
But there are no remains of the Temple that Solomon built. 
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BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 


THE HOUSE OF THE LORD IN THE HOLY CITY 



WE WAIT AND WORSHIP IN THE l 

The Cathedral at Canterbury enshrines our faith. It is our noth 
the song in stone our fathers raised to the God who blessed their 
island home one of His habitations. It is our voice of prayer , 
adoration and aspiration to the Giver of all good and perfect gifts. 
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of men and nations. It is our creed, our confession of faith, mitten in strength and 
beauty as an imperishable witness of our confidence and joy in the Christian Revelation. 
It is above all our altar gift to the Most High for the service of His Son, the Captain of 
our Salvation. 


443 




I CHRONICLES 

HOW MEN HAVE SOUGHT TO DEEPEN AND 
ENRICH THEIR COMMUNION WITH GOD 

What means this vast host of men and women whose names are not to he forgotten , 
who appear in the heart of the Old Testament like a great congregation assembled for 
worship? What means this recitation of the names of the villages, towns, and cities in 
which they have lived, or through which they have passed? Is not the answer to be found 
in the song we hear, which breaks out again and again in the narrative? These are men 
and women who have known the Lord . These are the places of sacred communion and 
holy memory . And this is the occasion for honouring the name of their mighty and 
glorious God . The Ark of the Lord, the symbol of His Presence and His Covenant, will 
remain no longer in the lowlands with a tent for its covering , but will be carried to the 
loftiest and loveliest height, and there, in a temple as noble as men can build, will it be 
exalted . Thus are we brought, in these pages, to the House of the Lord . 

THE PEOPLE OF GOD i Chronicles 1, i~9, 44 

ADAM, Sheth, Enosh* Kenan* Mahala- his days the earth was divided: and his bro- 

/ % leel* Jered 5 Henoch* Methuselah* ther’s name was Joktan, And Joktan begat 
Lamech* Noah* Shem* Ham* and Almodad* and Sheleph* and Hazarmaveth* 
JL JLjapheth. and Jerah* Hadoram also* and Uzal* and 

The sons of Japheth; Gomer* and Magog* Diklah* and Ebal* and Abimael* and Sheba* 
and Madai* and Javan* and Tubal, and Me- and Ophir* and Havilah* and Jobab. All 
shech* and Tiras. And the sons of Gomer; these were the sons of Joktan, 

Ashchenaz* and Riphath, and Togarmah. Shem* Arphaxad* Shelah* Eber* Peleg* 
And the sons of Javan; Eiishah* and Tar- Reu* Serug* Nahor* Terah* Abram; the same 
shish* Kittim* and Dodanim. is Abraham. 

The sons of Ham ; Cush* and Mizraim* Put* The sons of Abraham ; Isaac* and IshmaeL 

and Canaan. And the sons of Cush; Seba* These are their generations : The firstborn of 
and Havilah* and Sabta* and Raamah* and Ishmael* Nebaioth; then Kedar* and Adbeel* 
Sabtecha. And the sons of Raamah; Sheba* and Mibsam* Mishma* and Dumah* Massa* 
and Dedan. And Cush begat Nimrod: he Hadad* and Tema* Jetur* Naphish* and 
began to be mighty upon the earth. And Kedemah. These are the sons of Ishmael. 
Mizraim begat Ludim* and Anamim* and Now the sons of Keturah* Abraham’s con- 
Lehabim* and Naphtuhim, and Pathrusim, cubine: she bare Zimran* and Jokshan* and 
and Casluhim* (of whom came the Philis- Medan* and Midian* and Ishbak* and Shuah. 
tines,) and Caphthorim. And Canaan begat And the sons of Jokshan; Sheba* and De- 
Zidon his firstborn* and Heth* the Jebusite dan. And the sons of Midian; Ephah* and 
also* and the Amorite* and the Girgashite* Epher* and Henoch* and Abida* and Eldaah. 
and the Hivite* and the Arkite, and the Sinite, All these are the sons of Keturah. 
and the Arvadite* and the Zemarite* and the And Abraham begat Isaac. The sons of 
Hamathite. Isaac; Esau and Israel. 

The sons of Shem; Elam* and Asshur* The sons of Esau; Eliphaz* Reuel* and 
and Arphaxad* and Lud* and Aram* and Uz* Jeush* and Jaalam* and Korah. The sons of 
and Hul* and Gether* and Meshech. And Eliphaz; Teman* and Omar* Zephi, and Ga- 
Arphaxad begat Shelah* and Shelah begat tarn* Kenaz, and Timna* and Amalek. The 
Eber. And unto Eber were bom two sons: sons of Reuel; Nahath* Zerah* Shammah, 
the name of the one was Peleg; because in and Mizzah. 



And the sons of Seir; Lotan, and Shobal, 
and Zibeon, and Anah, and Dishon, and 
Ezer, and Dishan. And the sons of Lotan; 
Hori, and Homam : and Timna was Lotan’s 
sister. The sons of Shobal ; Allan, and Mana* 
hath, and Ebal, Shephi, and Onam. And the 
sons of Zibeon; Aiah, and Anah. The sons 
of Anah; Dishon. And the sons of Dishon; 
Amram, and Eshban, and Ithran, and Che- 
ran. The sons of Ezer; Bilhan, and Zavan, 
and Jakan. The sons of Dishan; Uz, and 
Aran. 

Now these are the kings that reigned in 
the land of Edom before any king reigned 
over the children of Israel; Bela the son of 
Beor : and the name of his city was Dinhabah. 
And when Bela was dead, Jobab the son of 
Zerah of Bqzrah reigned in his stead. And 
when Jobab was dead, Husham of the land 
of the Temanites reigned in his stead. And 
when Husham was dead, Hadad the son of 
Bedad, which smote Midian in the field of 
Moab, reigned in his stead: and the name 
of his city was Avith. And when Hadad was 
dead, Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his 
stead. And when Samlah was dead, Shaul 
of Rehoboth by the river reigned in his stead. 
And when Shaul was dead, Baal-hanan the 
son of Achbor reigned in his stead. And 
when Baal-hanan was dead, Hadad reigned 
in his stead: and the name of his city was 
Pai; and his wife’s name was Mehetabel, the 
daughter of Matred, the daughter of Meza- 
hab. Hadad died also. 

And the dukes of Edom were; duke Tim- 
nah, duke Aliah, duke Jetheth, duke Aholi- 
bamah, duke Elah, duke Pinon, duke Kenaz, 
duke Teman, duke Mibzar, duke Magdiel, 
duke Iram. These are the dukes of Edom. 

These are the sons of Israel ; Reuben, Sim- 
eon, Levi, and Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun, 
Dan, Joseph, and Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad, 
and Asher. 

Sons of Judah 

The sons of Judah; Er, and Onan, and 
Shelah: which three were bom unto him of 
the daughter of Shua the Canaanitess. And 
Er, the firstborn of Judah, was evil in the 
sight of the Lord; and he slew him. And 
Tamar his daughter in law bare him Pharez 
and Zerah. All the sons of Judah were five. 

The sons of Pharez; Hezron, and Hamui. 
And the sons of Zerah; Zimri, and Ethan, 
and Heman, and Calcol, and Dara: five of 
them in all. And the sons of Carmi; Achar, 
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the troubler of Israel, who transgressed in 
the thing accursed. And the sons of Ethan; 
Azariah. 

The sons also of Hezron, that were born un- 
to him; Jerahmeel, and Ram, and Chelubai. 
And Ram begat Amminadab ; and Ammina- 
dab begat Nahshon, prince of the children of 
Judah; and Nahshon begat Salma, and Sal- 
ma begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed, and 
Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat his first- 
born Eliab, and Abinadab the second, and 
Shimma the third, Nethaneei the fourth, 
Raddai the fifth, Ozem the sixth, David the 
seventh: whose sisters were Zeruiah, and 
Abigail. And the sons of Zeruiah; Abishai, 
and Joab, and Asahel, three. And Abigail 
bare Amasa: and the father of Amasa was 
Jether the Ishmeelite. 

And Caleb the son of Hezron begat chil- 
dren of Azubah his wife, and of Jerioth : her 
sons are these; Jesher, and Shobab, and 
Ardon. And when Azubah was dead, Caleb 
took unto him Ephrath, which bare him Hur. 
And Hur begat Uri, and Uri begat Bezaleel. 

And afterward Hezron went in to the 
daughter of Machir the father of Gilead, 
whom he married when he was threescore 
years old; and she bare him Segub. And 
Segub begat Jair, who had three and twenty 
cities in the land of Gilead. And he took 
Geshur, and Aram, with the towns of Jair, 
from them, with Kenath, and the towns 
thereof, even threescore cities. All these 
belonged to the sons of Machir the father of 
Gilead. And after that Hezron was dead in 
Caleb-ephratah, then Abiah Hezron’s wife 
bare him Ashur the father of Tekoa. 

And the sons of Jerahmeel the firstborn 
of Hezron were. Ram the firstborn, and 
Bunah, and Oren, and Ozem, and Ahijah. 
Jerahmeel had also another wife, whose name 
was Atarah; she was the mother of Onam, 
And the sons of Ram the firstborn of Jerah- 
meel were, Maaz, and Jamin, and Eker. And 
the sons of Onam were, Shammai, and Jada, 
And the sons of Shammai; Nadab, and Abi- 
shur. And the name of the wife of Abishur 
was Abihail, and she bare him Ahban, and 
Molid. And the sons of Nadab; Seled, and 
Appaim : but Seled died without children. 
And the sons of Appaim; Ishi. And the sons of 
Ishi; Sheshan. And the children of Sheshan; 
Ahlai. And the sons of Jada the brother of 
Shammai; Jether, and Jonathan: and Jether 
died without children. And the sons of 
Jonathan; Peleth, and Zaza. These were the 
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sons of JerahmeeL Now Sheshan had no 
sons, but daughters. And Sheshan had a 
servant, an Egyptian, whose name was Jarha. 
And Sheshan gave his daughter to Jarha his 
servant to wife; and she bare him Attai. 
And Attai begat Nathan, and Nathan begat 
Zabad, and Zabad begat Ephlal, and Ephlal 
begat Obed, and Obed begat Jehu, and Jehu 
begat Azariah, and Azariah begat Helez, and 
Helez begat Eleasah, and Eleasah begat Sisa- 
mai, and Sisamai begat Shallum, and Shal- 
lum begat Jekamiah, and Jekamiah begat 
Elishama. 

Now the sons of Caleb the brother of 
Jerahmeel were, Mesha his firstborn, which 
was the father of Ziph; and the sons of 
Mareshah the father of Hebron. And the 
sons of Hebron; Korah, and Tappuah, and 
Rekem, and Shema. And Shema begat 
Raham, the father of Jorkoam: and Rekem 
begat Shammai. And the son of Shammai 
was Maon: and Maon was the father of 
Beth-zur. And Ephah, Caleb’s concubine, 
bare Haran, and Moza, and Gazez: and 
Haran begat Gazez. And the sons of Jahdai; 
Regem, and Jotham, and Geshan, and Pelet, 
and Ephah, and Shaaph. Maachah, Caleb’s 
concubine, bare Sheber, and Tirhanah. She 
bare also Shaaph the father of Madmannah, 
Sheva the father of Machbenah, and the 
father of Gibea : and the daughter of Caleb 
was Achsah. 1 

These were the sons of Caleb the son of 
Hur, the firstborn of Ephratah; Shobal the 
father of Kirjath-jearim, Salma the father of 
Beth-lehem, Harephthe father of Beth-gader. 
And Shobal the father of Kirjath-jearim had 
sons; Haroeh, and half of the Manahethites. 
And the families of Kirjath-jearim; the Ith- 
rites, and the Puhites, and the Shumathites, 
and the Mishraites ; of them came the Zarea- 
thites, and the Eshtaulites. The sons of 
Salma; Beth-lehem, and the Netophathites, 
Ataroth, the house of Joab, and half of the 
Manahethites, the Zorites. And the families 
of the scribes which dwelt at Jabez; the 
Tirathites, the Shimeathites, and Sucha- 
thites. These are the Kenites that came of 
Hemath, the father of the house of Rechab. 


Ammon, of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; the 
second Daniel, of Abigail the Carmelitess : 
the third, Absalom the son of Maachah the 
daughter of Talmai king of Geshur; the 
fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith: the 
fifth, Shephatiah of Abital: the sixth, Ith- 
ream by Eglah his wife. These six were born 
unto him in Hebron; and there he reigned 
seven years and six months : and in Jerusalem 
he reigned thirty and three years. And these 
were born unto him in Jerusalem; Shimea, 
and Shobab, and Nathan, and Solomon, 
four, of Bath-shua the daughter of Ammiel ; 
Ibhar also, and Elishama, and Eliphelet, and 
Nogah, and Nepheg, and Japhia, and Elisha- 
ma, and Eliada, and Eliphelet, nine. These 
were all the sons of David, beside the sons 
of the concubines, and Tamar their sister. 

And Solomon’s son was Rehoboam, Abia 
his son, Asa his son, Jehoshaphat his son, 
Joram his son, Ahaziah his son, Joash his 
son, Amaziah his son, Azariah his son, 
Jotham his son, Ahaz his son, Hezekiah his 
son, Manasseh his son, Amon his son, Josiah 
his son. And the sons of Josiah were, the 
firstborn Johanan, the second Jehoiakim, the 
third Zedekiah, the fourth Shallum. And 
the sons of Jehoiakim: Jeconiah his son, 
Zedekiah his son. And the sons of Jeconiah; 
Assir, Salathiel his son, Malchiram also, and 
Pedaiah, and Shenazar, Jecamiah, Hoshama, 
and Nedabiah. And the sons of Pedaiah were, 
Zerubbabel, and Shimei : and the sons of 
Zerubbabel; Meshullam, and Hananiah, and 
Shelomith their sister : and Hashubah, and 
Ohel, and Berechiah, and Hasadiah, Jushab- 
hesed, five. And the sons of Hananiah; 
Pelatiah, and Jesaiah: the sons of Rephaiah, 
the sons of Arnan, the sons of Obadiah, the 
sons of Shechaniah. And the sons of She- 
chaniah; Shemaiah : and the sons of She- 
maiah ; Hattush, and Igeal, and Bariah, and 
Neariah, and Shaphat, six. And the sons of 
Neariah; Elioenai, and Hezekiah, and Azri- 
kam, three. And the sons of Elioenai were, 
Hodaiah, and Eliashib, and Pelaiah, and 
Akkub, and Johanan, and Dalaiah, and Anani, 
seven. 


Judah's Other Sons 

Sons of David The sons of Judah; Pharez, Hezron, and 

Now these were the sons of David, which Carmi, and Hur, and Shobal. And Reaiah 
were born unto him in Hebron; the firstborn the son of Shobal begat Jahath; and Jahath 

1 Daughters as well as sons find their names written in the Book of God. In the eyes of God it is the 
individual that matters. For Achsah’s story see Joshua 15, 16-19, p. 256. 
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begat Ahumai, and Lahad. These are the 
families of the Zorathites, And these were 
of the father of Etam; Jezreei, and Ishma, 
and Idbash: and the name of their sister was 
Hazelelponi : and Penuel the father of Gedor, 
and Ezer the father of Hushah. These are 
the sons of Hur, the firstborn of Ephratah, 
the father of Beth-lehem. And Ashur the 
father of Tekoa- had two wives, Helah and 
Naarah. And Naarah bare him Ahuzam 3 
and Hepher 3 and Temeni, and Haahashtari. 
These were the sons of Naarah. And the 
sons of Helah were 3 Zereth, and Jezoar, and 
Ethnan. And Coz begat Anub 3 and Zobebah 3 
and the families of Aharhel the son of Harum. 

And Jabez was more honourable than his 
brethren: and his mother called his name 
Jabez, saying 3 Because I bare him with sor- 
row. And Jabez called on the God of Israel, 
saying. Oh that thou wouldest bless me in- 
deed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine 
hand might be with me, and that thou would- 
est keep me from evil, 1 that it may not grieve 
me! And God granted him that which he 
requested. 

And Chelub the brother of Shuah begat 
Mehir, which was the father of Eshton. And 
Eshton begat Beth-rapha, and Paseah, and 
Tehinnah the father of Ir-nahash. These are 
the men of Rechah. And the sons of Kenaz; 
Othniel, and Seraiah: and the sons of Othni- 
el; Hathath. And Meonothai begat Ophrah: 
and Seraiah begat Joab, the father of the 
valley of Charashim; for they were crafts- 
men. And the sons of Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh; Iru, Elah, and Naam: and the 
sons of Elah, even Kenaz. And the sons of 
Jehaleleel; Ziph, and Ziphah, Tiria, and 
Asareel. And the sons of Ezra were, Jether, 
and Mered, and Epher, and Jalon: and she 
bare Miriam, and Shammai, and Ishbah the 
father of Eshtemoa. And his wife Jehudijah 
bare Jered the father of Gedor, and Heber 
the father of Socho, and Jekuthiel the father 
of Zanoah. And these are the sons of Bithiah 
the daughter of Pharaoh, which Mered took. 
And the sons of his wife Hodiah the sister 
of Naham, the father of Keilah the Garmite, 
and Eshtemoa the Maachathite. And the 
sons of Shimon were, Amnon, and Rinnah, 
Ben-hanan, and Tilon. And the sons of Ishi 
were, Zoheth, and Ben-zoheth. The sons of 
Shelah the son of Judah were, Er the father 
ofLecah, and Laadah the father of Mareshah, 
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and the families of the house of them that 
wrought fine linen, of the house of Ashbea, 
and Jokim, and the men of Chozeba, and 
Joash, and Saraph, who had the dominion in 
Moab, and Jashubi-lehem. And these are 
ancient things. These were the potters, and 
those that dwelt among plants and hedges: 
there they dwelt with the king for his work. 

Sons of Simeon 

The sons of Simeon were, Nernuel, and 
Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, and Shaul : Shallum his 
son 3 Mibsam his son, Mishma his son. And 
the sons of Mishma; Hamuel his son, Zac- 
chur his son, Shimei his son. And Shimei 
had sixteen sons and six daughters; but his 
brethren had not many children, neither did 
all their family multiply, like to the children 
of Judah. And they dwelt at Beer-sheba, 
and Moladah, and Hazar-shual, and at 
Bilhah, and at Ezem, and at Tolad, and at 
Bethuel, and at Hormah, and at Ziklag, and 
atBeth-marcaboth, and Hazar-susim, and at 
Beth-birei, and at Shaaraim. These were 
their cities unto the reign of David. And 
their villages were, Etam, and Ain, Rimmon, 
and Tochen, and Ashan, five cities: and all 
their villages that were round about the same 
cities, unto Baal. These were their habita- 
tions, and their genealogy. And Meshobab, 
and Jamlech, and Joshah the son of Atnaziah, 
and Joel, and Jehu the son of Josibiah, the 
son of Seraiah, the son of Asiel, and Elioenai, 
and Jaakobah, and Jeshohaiah, and Asaiah, 
and Adiel, and Jesimiel, and Benaiah, and 
Ziza the son of Shiphi, the son of Alton, the 
son of Jedaiah, the son of Shimri, the son of 
Shemaiah; these mentioned by their names 
were princes in their families : and the house 
of their fathers increased greatly. 

And they went to the entrance of Gedor, 
even unto the east side of the valley, to seek 
pasture for their flocks. And they found fat 
pasture and good, and the land was wide, 
and quiet, and peaceable; for they of Ham 
had dwelt there of old. And these written 
by name came in the days of Hezekiah king 
of Judah, and smote their tents, and the 
habitations that were found there, and de- 
stroyed them utterly unto this day, and dwelt 
in their rooms : because there was pasture 
there for their flocks. And some of them, 
even of the sons of Simeon, five hundred 


1 He had a bad start in life but he outshone his brothers. His mother was afraid that be would always 
cause sorrow to some one, and apparently he had the same fear. 
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men, went to mount Seir, having for their 
captains Pelatiah, and Neariah, and Rephai- 
ah, and Uzziel, die sons of Ishi. And they 
smote the rest of the Amalekites that were 
escaped, and dwelt there unto this day. 

Sons of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh 

Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn of 
Israel, (for he was the firstborn; but, foras- 
much as he defiled his father’s bed, his birth- 
right was given unto the sons of Joseph the 
son of Israel: and the genealogy is not to be 
reckoned after the birthright. For Judah 
prevailed above his brethren, and of him 
came the chief ruler; but the birthright was 
Joseph’s :) the sons, I say, of Reuben the 
firstborn of Israel were, Hanoch, and Pallu, 
Hezron, and CarmL The sons of Joel; She- 
maiah his son, Gog his son, Shimei his son, 
Micah his son, Reaia his son, Baal his son, 
Beerah his son, whom Tilgath-pilneser king 
of Assyria carried away captive : he was prince 
of the Reubenites. And his brethren by their 
families, when the genealogy of their genera- 
tions was reckoned, were the chief, Jeiel, and 
Zechariah, and Bela the son of Azaz, the son 
of Shema, the son of Joel, who dwelt in 
Aroer, even unto Nebo and Baal-meon: and 
eastward he inhabited unto the entering in 
of the wilderness from the river Euphrates : 
because their cattle were multiplied in the 
land of Gilead. And in the days of Saul they 
made war with the Hagarites, who fell by 
their hand: and they dwelt in their tents 
throughout all the east land of Gilead. 

And the children of Gad dwelt over against 
them, in the land of Bashan unto Salchah: 
Joel the chief, and Shapham the next, and 
Jaanai, and Shaphat in Bashan. And their 
brethren of the house of their fathers were, 
Michael, and Meshullam, and Sheba, and 
Jorai, and Jachan, and Zia, and Heber, seven. 
These are the children of Abihail the son of 
Huri, the son of Jaroah, the son of Gilead, 
the son of Michael, the son of Jeshishai, the 
son of Jahdo, the son of Buz; Ahi the son 
of Abdiel, the son of Guni, chief of the house 
of their fathers. And they dwelt in Gilead in 
Bashan, and in her towns, and in all the 
suburbs of Sharon, upon their borders. All 
these were reckoned by genealogies in the 
days of Jotham king of Judah, and in the 
days of Jeroboam king of Israel. 

The sons of Reuben, and the Gadites, and 
half the tribe of Manasseh, of valiant men. 


men able to bear buckler and sword, and to 
shoot with bow, and skilful in war, were four 
and forty thousand seven hundred and three- 
score, that went out to the war. And they 
made war with the Hagarites, with Jetur, and 
Nephish, and Nodab. And they were helped 
against them, and the Hagarites were de- 
livered into their hand, and all that were with 
them: for they cried to God in the battle, 
and he was intreated of them; because they 
put their trust in him. And they took away 
their cattle; of their camels fifty thousand, 
and of sheep two hundred and fifty thousand, 
and of asses two thousand, and of men an 
hundred thousand. For there fell down many 
slain, because the war was of God. And they 
dwelt in their steads until the captivity. 

And the children of the half tribe of 
Manasseh dwelt in the land: they increased 
from Bashan unto Baal-hermon and Senir, 
and unto mount Hermon. And these were 
the heads of the house of their fathers, even 
Epher, and Ishi, and Eliel, and Azriel, and 
Jeremiah, and Hodaviah, and Jahdiel, mighty 
men of valour, famous men, and heads of 
the house of their fathers. 

And they transgressed against the God of 
their fathers, and went a whoring after the 
gods of the people of the land, whom God 
destroyed before them. And the God of 
Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul king of 
Assyria, and the spirit of Tilgath-pilneser 
king of Assyria, and he carried them away, 
even the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and 
the half tribe of Manasseh, and brought them 
unto Halah, and Habor, and Kara, and to 
the river Gozan, unto this day. 

Sons of Levi 

The sons of Levi; Gershon, Kohath, and 
Merari. And the sons of Kohath; Amram, 
Izhar, and Hebron, and Uzziel. And the 
children of Amram; Aaron, and Moses, and 
Miriam. The sons also of Aaron; Nadab, 
and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. Eleazar 
begat Phinehas, Phinehas begat Abishua, 
and Abishua begat Bukki, and Bukki begat 
Uzzi, and Uzzi begat Zerahiah, and Zerahiah 
begat Meraioth, Meraioth begat Amariah, 
and Amariah begat Ahitub, and Ahitub 
begat Zadok, and Zadok begat Ahimaaz, and 
Ahimaaz begat Azariah, and Azariah begat 
Johanan, and Johanan begat Azariah, (he it 
is that executed the priest’s office in the 
temple that Solomon built in Jerusalem:) 
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and Azariah begat Amariah, and Amariah 
begat Ahitub, and Ahitub begat Zadok, and 
Zadok begat Shallum, and Shallum begat 
Hilkiah, and Hilkiah begat Azariah, and 
Azariah begat Seraiah, and Seraiah begat 
Jehozadak, and Jehozadak went into cap- 
tivity, when the Lord carried away Judah 
and Jerusalem by the hand of Nebuchad- 
nezzar. 

The sons of Levi; Gershom, Kohath, and 
Merari. And these be the names of the sons 
of Gershom; Libni, and Shimei. And the 
sons of Kohath were, Amram, and Izhar, 
and Hebron, and Uzziel. The sons of Me- 
rari; Mahli, and MusbdL And these are the 
families of the Levites according to their 
fathers. Of Gershom ; Libni his son, Jahath 
his son, Zimmah his son, Joah his son, Iddo 
his son, Zerah his son, Jeaterai his son. The 
sons of Kohath; Amminadab his son, Korah 
his son, Assir his son, Elkanah his son, and 
Ebiasaph his son, and Assir his son, Tahath 
his son, Uriel his son, Uzziah his son, and 
Shaul his son. And the sons of Elkanah; 
Amasai, and Ahimoth. As for Elkanah: the 
sons of Elkanah; Zophai his son, and Nahath 
his son, Eliab his son, Jeroham his son, 
Elkanah his son. And the sons of Samuel; 
the firstborn Vashni, and Abiah. The sons 
of Merari; Mahli, Libni his son, Shimei his 
son, Uzza his son, Shimea his son, Haggiah 
his son, Asaiah his son. 

And these are they whom David set over 
the service of song 1 in the house of the Lord, 
after that the ark had rest. And they minis- 
tered before the dwelling place of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation with singing, until 
Solomon had built the house of the Lord in 
Jerusalem : and then they waited on their 
office according to their order. And these 
are they that waited with their children. Of 
the sons of the Kohathites : Heman a singer, 
the son of Joel, the son of Shemuel, the son 
of Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of 
Eliel, the son of Toah, the son of Zuph, the 
son of Elkanah, the son of Mahath, the son of 
Amasai, the son of Elkanah, the son of Joel, 
the son of Azariah, the son of Zephaniah, 
the son of Tahath, the son of Assir, the son 
of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, the son of 
Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, 
the son of Israel. And his brother Asaph, 
who stood on his right hand, even Asaph 
the son of Berachiah, the son of Shimea, the 
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son of Michael, the son of Baaseiah, the son 
of Malchiah, the son of Ethni, the son of 
Zerah, the son of Adaiah, the son of Ethan, 
the son of Zimmah, the son of Shimei, the 
son of Jahath, the son of Gershom, the son 
of Levi. And their brethren the sons of 
Merari stood on the left hand: Ethan the 
son of Kishi, the son of Abdi, the son of 
Malluch, the son of Hashabiah, the son 
of Amaziah, the son of Hilkiah, the son of 
Amzi, the son of Bani, the son of Shamer, 
the son of Mahli, the son of Mushi, the son 
of Merari, the son of Levi. Their brethren 
also the Levites were appointed unto all 
manner of service of the tabernacle of the 
house of God. 

But Aaron and his sons offered upon the 
altar of the burnt offering, and on the altar 
of incense, and were appointed for all the 
work of the place most holy* and to make an 
atonement for Israel, according to all that 
Moses the servant of God had commanded. 
And these are the sons of Aaron ; Eleazar 
his son, Fhinehas his son, Abishua his son, 
Bukki his son, Uzzi his son, Zerahiahhis son, 
Meraioth his son, Amariah his son, Ahitub 
his son, Zadok his son, Ahimaaz his son. 

Now these are their dwelling places through- 
out their castles in their coasts, of the sons of 
Aaron, of the families of the Kohathites : for 
theirs was the lot. And they gave them 
Hebron in the land of Judah, and the sub- 
urbs thereof round about it. But the fields 
of the city, and the villages thereof, they gave 
to Caleb the son of Jephunneh. And to the 
sons of Aaron they gave the cities of Judah, 
namely, Hebron, the city of refuge, and 
Libnah with her suburbs, and Jattir, and 
Eshtemoa, with their suburbs, and Hiien 
with her suburbs, Debir with her suburbs, 
and Ashan with her suburbs, and Beth- 
shemesh with her suburbs: and out of the 
tribe of Benjamin; Geba with her sub- 
urbs, and Alemeth with her suburbs, and 
Anathoth with her suburbs. All their cities 
throughout their families were thirteen cities, 

And unto the sons of Kohath, which were 
left of the family of that tribe, were cities 
given out of the half tribe, namely, out of 
the half tribe of Manasseh, by lot, ten cities. 
And to the sons of Gershom throughout 
their families out of the tribe of Issachar, 
and out of the tribe of Asher, and out of the 
tribe of Naphtali, and out of the tribe of 


1 The Chronicler deals so expertly with the musical-liturgical side of worship that it has been suggested 
he was one of the Temple musicians. 
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Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen cities. Unto 
the sons of Merari were given by lot, through- 
out their families, out of the tribe of Reuben, 
and out of the tribe of Gad, and out of the 
tribe of Zebulun, twelve cities. And the 
children of Israel gave to the Levites these 
cities with their suburbs. And they gave by 
lot out of the tribe of the children of Judah, 
and out of the tribe of the children of Simeon, 
and out of the tribe of the children of Benja- 
min, these cities, which are called by their 
names. 

And the residue of the families of the sons 
of Kohath had cities of their coasts out of the 
tribe of Ephraim. And they gave unto them, 
of the cities of refuge, Shechem in mount 
Ephraim with her suburbs; they gave also 
Gezer with her suburbs, and Jokmeam with 
her suburbs, and Beth-horon with her sub- 
urbs, and Aijalon with her suburbs, and 
Gath-rimmon with her suburbs : and out of 
the half tribe of Manasseh; Aner with her 
suburbs, and Bileam with her suburbs, for 
the family of the remnant of the sons of 
Kohath. 

Unto the sons of Gershom were given out 
of the family of the half tribe of Manasseh, 
Golan in Bashan with her suburbs, and 
Ashtaroth with her suburbs : and out of the 
tribe of Issachar; Kedesh with her suburbs, 
Baberath with her suburbs, and Ramoth 
with her suburbs, and Anem with her sub- 
urbs: and out of the tribe of Asher; Mashal 
with her suburbs, and Abdon with her sub- 
urbs, and Hukok with her suburbs, and 
Rehob with her suburbs : and out of the tribe 
of Naphtali ; Kedesh in Galilee with her 
suburbs, and Hammon with her suburbs, 
and Kirjathaim with her suburbs. 

Unto the rest of the children of Merari 
were given out of the tribe of Zebulun, Rim- 
mon with her suburbs, Tabor with her sub- 
urbs : and on the other side Jordan by Jericho, 
on the east side of Jordan, were given them 
out of the tribe of Reuben, Bezer in the 
wilderness with her suburbs, and Jahzah 
with her suburbs, Kedemoth also with her 
suburbs, and Mephaath with her suburbs : 
and out of the tribe of Gad; Ramoth in 
Gilead with her suburbs, and Mahanaim 
with her suburbs, and Heshbon with her 
suburbs, and Jazer with her suburbs. 

Sons of Issachar 

Now the sons of Issachar were, Tola, and 
Puah, Jashub, and Shimron, four. And the 


sons of Tola; Uzzi, and Rephaiah, and Jeriel, 
and Jahmai, and Jibsam, and Shemuel, heads 
of their father’s house, to wit, of Tola; they 
were valiant men of might in their genera- 
tions; whose number was in the days of 
David two and twenty thousand and six hun- 
dred. And the sons of Uzzi; Izrahiah : and 
the sons of Izrahiah; Michael, and Obadiah, 
and Joel, Ishiah, five: all of them chief men. 
And with them, by their generations, after 
the house of their fathers, were bands of 
soldiers for war, six and thirty thousand men : 
for they had many wives and sons. And 
their brethren among all the families of Issa- 
char were valiant men of might, reckoned in 
all by their genealogies fourscore and seven 
thousand. 

Sorts of Benjamin 

The sons of Benjamin; Bela, and Becher, 
and Jediael, three. And the sons of Bela; 
Ezbon, and Uzzi, and Uzziel, and Jerimoth, 
and Iri, five; heads of the house of their 
fathers, mighty men of valour; and were 
reckoned by their genealogies twenty and 
two thousand and thirty and four. And the 
sons of Becher; Zemira, and Joash, and 
Eliezer, and Elioenai, and Omri, and Jeri- 
moth, and Abiah, and Anathoth, and Ala™ 
meth. All these are the sons of Becher. And 
the number of them, after their genealogy 
by their generations, heads of the house of 
their fathers, mighty men of valour, was 
twenty thousand and two hundred. The sons 
also of Jediael; Bilhan: and the sons of Bil- 
han; Jeush, and Benjamin, and Ehud, and 
Chenaanah, and Zethan, and Tharshish, and 
Ahishahar. All these the sons of Jediael, by 
the heads of their fathers, mighty men of 
valour, were seventeen thousand and two 
hundred soldiers, fit to go out for war and 
battle. Shuppim also, and Huppim, the chil- 
dren of Ir, and Hushim, the sons of Aher. 

Sons of Naphtali 

The sons of Naphtali; Jahziel, and Guni, 
and Jezer, and Shallum, the sons of Bilhah. 

Sons of Manasseh in the West 

The sons of Manasseh; Ashriel, whom she 
bare : (but his concubine the Aramitess bare 
Machir the father of Gilead : and Machir 
took to wife the sister of Huppim and Shup- 
pim, whose sister’s name was Maachah;) and 
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the name of the second was Zelophehad: 
and Zelophehad had daughters. And Maa- 
chah the wife of Machir bare a son* and she 
called his name Peresh; and the name of 
his brother was Sheresh; and his sons were 
Ulam and Rakem. And the sons of Ulam; 
Bedan. These were the sons of Gilead* the 
son of Machir, the son of Manasseh. And his 
sister Hammoleketh bare Ishod* and Abiezer* 
and Mahalah. And the sons of Shemida 
were, Ahian* and Shechem* and Likhi, and 
Aniam. 

Sons of Ephraim 

And the sons of Ephraim; Shuthelah* and 
Bered his son, and Tahath his son* and Ela- 
dah his son* and Tahath his son* and Zabad 
his son* and Shuthelah his son* and Ezer* 
and Elead* whom the men of Gath that were 
born in that land slew* because they came 
down to take away their cattle. And E- 
phraim their father mourned many days* and 
his brethren came to comfort him. And when 
he went in to his wife* she conceived* and 
bare a son* and he called his name Beriah* 
because it went evil with his house. (And 
his daughter was Sherah* who built Beth- 
horon the nether* and the upper* and Uzzen- 
sherah.) And Rephah was his son* also Resh- 
eph, and Telah his son* and Tahan his son* 
Laadan his son* Ammihud his son* Elishama 
his son* Non his son* Jehoshua his son. 

And their possessions and habitations were* 
Beth-el and the towns thereof* and eastward 
Naaran* and westward Gezer* with the towns 
thereof ; Shechem also and the towns there- 
of* unto Gaza and the towns thereof : and by 
the borders of the children of Manasseh* 
Beth-shean and her towns* Taanach and her 
towns* Megiddo and her towns* Dor and her 
towns. In these dwelt the children of Joseph 
the son of Israel. 

Sons of Asher 

The sons of Asher; Imnah* and Isuah* and 
Ishuai* and Beriah* and Serah their sister. 
And the sons of Beriah; Heber* and Mai- 
duel* who is the father of Birzavith. And 
Heber begat Japhlet, and Shomer* and Ho- 
tham* and Shua their sister. And the sons 
of Japhlet; Pasach* and Bimhal* and Ash- 
vath. These are the children of Japhlet. 
And the sons of Shamer; Ahi* and Rohgah* 
Jehubbah* and Aram. And the sons of his 
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brother Helem; Zophah* and Imna* and 
Shelesh* and AmaL The sons of Zophah; 
Suah* and Harnepher* and Shual* and Beri* 
and Imrah* Bezer* and Hod* and Shamma* 
and Shilshah* and Ithran* and Beera. And. 
the sons of Jether; Jephuimeh* and Pispah* 
and Ara. And the sons of Ulla; Arah* and 
Haniel* and Rezia. All these were the chil- 
dren of Asher* heads of their father’s house* 
choice and mighty men of valour* chief of 
the princes. And the number throughout 
the genealogy of them that were apt to the 
war and to battle was twenty and six thou- 
sand men. 

The House of Saul 

Now Benjamin begat Bela Ms firstborn* 
Ashbel the second* and Aharah the third* 
Nohah the fourth* and Rapha the fifth. And 
the sons of Bela were, Addar* and Gera* 
and Abihud* and Abishua* and Naaman* and 
Ahoah* and Gera* and Shephuphan* and 
Huram. And these are the sons of Ehud: 
these are the heads of the fathers of the 
inhabitants of Geba* and they removed them 
to Manahath: and Naaman* and Ahiah* and 
Gera, he removed them* and begat Uzza* 
and Ahihud. And Shaharaim begat children 
in the country of Moab* after he had sent 
them away; Hushim and Baara were his 
wives. And he begat of Hodesh his wife* 
Jobab* and Zibia* and Mesha, and Malcham* 
and Jeuz* and Shachia, and Minna. These 
were his sons, heads of the fathers. And of 
Hushim he begat Abitub, and Elpaal. The 
sons of Elpaal; Eber, and Misham, and 
Shamed, who built Ono* and Lod* with the 
towns thereof: Beriah also* and Shema* who 
were heads of the fathers of the inhabitants 
of Aijalon* who drove away the inhabitants 
of Gath: and Ahio* Shashak* and Jeremoth* 
and Zebadiah* and Arad* and Ader* and 
Michael* and Ispah* and Joha* the sons 
of Beriah; and Zebadiah, and Meshullam* 
and Hezeki* and Heber* Ishmerai also, and 
Jezliah* and Jobab* the sons of Elpaal; and 
Jakim* and Zichri* and Zabdi* and Elienai* 
and Zilthai, andEliel* and Adaiah* and Berai- 
ah* and Shimrath* the sons of Shimhi; and 
Ishpan* and Heber* and Eliel* and Abdon* 
and Zichri, and Hanan* and Hananiah, and 
Elam* and Antothijah* and Iphedeiah, and 
Penuel* the sons of Shashak; and Sham- 
sherai* and Shehariah* and Athaliah* and 
Jaresiah* and Eliah* and Zichri* the sons of 
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Jeroham. These were heads of the fathers, 
by their generations, chief men. These dwelt 
in Jerusalem. 

And at Gibeon dwelt the father of Gibeon; 
whose wife’s name was Maachah : and his 
firstborn son Abdon, and Zur, and Kish, and 
Baal, and Nadab, and Gedor, and Ahio, 
and Zacher. And Mikloth begat Shimeah. 
And these also dwelt with their brethren in 
Jerusalem, over against them. And Ner 
begat Kish, and Kish begat Saul, and Saul 
begat Jonathan, and Malchi-shua, and Abina- 
dab, and Esh-baal. And the son of Jonathan 
was Merib-baal; and Merib-baal begat Mi- 
cah. And the sons of Micah were, Pithon, 


and Melech, and Tarea, and Ahaz* And 
Ahaz begat Jehoadah; and Jehoadah begat 
Alemeth, and Azmaveth, and Zimri; and 
Zimri begat Moza, and Moza begat Binea : 
Rapha was his son, Eleasah his son, Azel 
his son; and Azel had six sons, whose names 
are these, Azrikam, Bocheru, and Ishmael, 
and Sheariah, and Obadiah, and Hanan. All 
these were the sons of Azel. And the sons 
of Eshek his brother were, Ulam his first- 
born, Jehush the second, and Eliphelet the 
third. And the sons of Ulam were mighty 
men of valour, archers, and had many sons, 
and sons 5 sons, an hundred and fifty. All 
these are of the sons of Benjamin. 


FIRST INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM 1 Chronicles 9 , 1-44 

How this list would be prized by those citizens of later years who could trace their ancestry 
to the people that 3 according to the Chronicler , came up with David , and were given 
possessions in Zion> or appointed to special posts in the Temple . As we read it , the 
picture of the new Jerusalem given in the New Testament comes to mind , and the Book 
of Life in which> we are told , the names of its citizens are written {Rev. 21, 27). 


SO all Israel were reckoned by genealogies; 
and, bShold, they were written in the book 
of the kings of Israel and Judah, who were 
carried away to Babylon for their transgres- 
sion. Now the first inhabitants that dwelt 
in their possessions in their cities were, the 
Israelites, the priests, Levites, and the Nethi- 
nims. And in Jerusalem dwelt of the children 
of Judah, and of the children of Benjamin, 
and of the children of Ephraim, and Ma~ 
nasseh; Uthai the son of Ammihud, the 
son of Omri, the son of Imri, the son of Bani, 
of the children of Pharez the son of Judah. 
Aid of the Shilonites; Asaiah the firstborn, 
and his sons. And of the sons of Zerah; 
Jeuel, and their brethren, six hundred and 
ninety. And of the sons of Benjamin; Sallu 
the son of Meshullam, the son of Hodaviah, 
the son of Hasenuah, and Ibneiah the son 
of Jeroham, and Elah the son of Uzzi, the 
son of Michri, and Meshullam the son of 
Shephathiah, the son of Reuel, the son of 
Ibnijah; and their brethren, according to 
their generations, nine hundred and fifty 
and six. All these men were chief of the 
fathers in the house of their fathers. 

. Priests 

And of the priests ; Jedaiah, and Jehoiarib, 
and Jachin, and Azariah the son of Hilkiah, 


the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the 
son of Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, the ruler 
of the house of God; and Adaiah the son of 
Jeroham, the son of Pashur, the son of 
Malchijah, and Maasiai the son of Adiel, the 
son of Jahzerah, the son of Meshullam, the 
son of MeshiUemith, the son of Immer; and 
their brethren, heads of the house of their 
fathers, a thousand and seven hundred and 
threescore ; very able men for the work of the 
service of the house of God. 

Levites 

And of the Levites; Shemaiah the son of 
Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of 
Hashabiah, of the sons of Merari; and Bak- 
bakkar, Heresh, and Galal, and Mattaniah 
the son of Micah, the son of Zichri, the son 
of Asaph; and Obadiah the son of Shem- 
aiah, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun, 
and Berechiah the son of Asa, the son of 
Elkanah, that dwelt in the villages of the 
Netophathites. 

Porters 

And the porters were, Shallum, and Ak- 
kub, and Talmon, and Ahiman, and their 
brethren: Shallum was the chief ; who hither- 



to waited in the king’s gate eastward: they 
were porters in the companies of the children 
of Levi. And Shallum the son of Kore, the 
son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, and his 
brethren, of the house of his father, the 
Korahites, were over the work of the service, 
keepers of the gates of the tabernacle: and 
their fathers, being over the host of the Lord, 
were keepers of the entry. And Phinehas the 
son of Eleazar was the ruler over them in 
time past, and the Lord was with him. And 
Zechariah the son of Meshelemiah was por- 
ter of the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation. All these which were chosen 
to be porters in the gates were two hundred 
and twelve. These were reckoned by their 
genealogy in their villages, whom David and 
Samuel the seer did ordain in their set office. 
So they and their children had the oversight 
of the gates of the house of the Lord, 
namely, the house of the tabernacle, by 
wards. In four quarters were the porters, 
toward the east, west, north, and south. And 
their brethren, which were in their villages, 
were to come after seven days from time 
to time with them. For these Levites, the 
four chief porters, were in their set office, 
and were over the chambers and treasuries 
of the house of God. And they lodged round 
about the house of God, because the charge 
was upon them, and the opening thereof 
every morning pertained to them. 

Stewards and Singers 

And certain of them had the charge of the 
ministering vessels, that they should bring 
them in and out by tale. Some of them also 
were appointed to oversee the vessels, and 
all the instruments of the sanctuary, and the 
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fine four, and the wine, and the oil, and the 
frankincense, and the spices. And some of 
the sons of the priests made the ointment of 
the spices. And Mattithiah, one of the Le- 
vites, who was the firstborn of Shallum the 
Korahite, had the set office over the things 
that were made in the pans. And other of 
their brethren, of the sons of the Kohathites, 
were over the shewbread, to prepare it every 
sabbath. And these are the singers, chief 
of the fathers of the Levites, who remain- 
ing in the chambers were free: for they 
were employed in that work day and night. 
These chief fathers of the Levites were chief 
throughout their generations ; these dwelt at 
Jerusalem. 

The Gibeonites 

And in Gibeon dwelt the father of Gibeon, 
Jehiel, whose wife’s name was Maachah: 
and his firstborn son Abdon, then Zur, and 
Kish, and Baal, and Ner, and Nadab, and 
Gedor, and Ahio, and Zechariah, and Mik- 
loth. And Mikloth begat Shimeam. And 
they also dwelt with their brethren at Jeru- 
salem, over against their brethren. And Ner 
begat Kish; and Kish begat Saul; and Saul 
begat Jonathan, and Malchi-shua, and Abina- 
dab, and Esh-baal. And the son of Jonathan 
was Merib-baal: and Merib-baal begat 
Micah. And the sons of Micah were, Pithon, 
and Melech, and Tahrea, and Ahaz. And 
Ahaz begat Jar ah; and Jarah begat Alemeth, 
and Azmaveth, and Zimri; and Zimri begat 
Moza; and Moza begat Binea; and Rephaiah 
his son, Eleasah his son, Azel his son. And 
Azel had six sons, whose names are these, 
Azrikam, Bocheru, and Ishxnael, and Shear!- 
ah, and Obadiah, and Hanan: these were the 
sons of Azel. 


The reader of the Chronicles who has read the books of Samuel and Kings may wonder why 
the history of the people of God has been given twice , and how it is there are so many differences 
in the two accounts . There is a simple answer . The Chronicler compiled his narrative long after 
the earlier histories had been written , and wrote from an entirely different standpoint . In the 
interval much had happened , One very important change had come over the life of the people . 
There had been a complete transference of interest from the State to the Church, Time and 
history , it seemed , were making clear the meaning of the pages of the past, and one of the devout 
thinkers of the day felt moved to rewrite that history , bringing out what was believed to be its 
real significance. Naturally this involved selecting , supplementing , and generally editing all the 
available material . In Samuel and Kings we have what we might call the State Annals of the 
two kingdoms j in Chronicles , the Temple Records of the People of God, 
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WORSHIP BEFORE THE DAYS OF THE TEMPLE 

i CHRONICLES CHAPTERS 10, i— 16, 43 

Worship is older than the Temple * Long before the House of God was built, men bowed 
their heads and lifted up their hearts to the God they believed ruled over them, though 
they knew Him not , and in their ignorance often called upon Him by names He must 
disown . Man had never to be summoned to worship, for the spirit of worship is native to 
his nature . Like love, its close companion , it waits not to be bom, but to be shown on 
whom it can bestow the fullness of its devotion. Now, the significance of the pages before 
us lies in the fact that they lead us to the true object of worship, to the only true and 
living God, and to the right way of worshipping Him . They take us to what, in olden 
times , was the surest evidence of His existence, the sacred token of His Presence, and the 
remarkable revelation of His character and love, the Ark of the Covenant . But in doing 
so they ask us to observe, in the example of David, the necessity of bringing that revela- 
tion of worship into close contact with the changing conditions of human existence. 


N OW the Philistines fought against 
Israel; and the men of Israel fled 
from before the Philistines, and 
fell down slain in mount Gilboa. 
And the Philistines followed hard after Saul, 
and after his sons; and the Philistines slew 
Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Malchi-shua, 
the sons of Saul. And the battle went sore 
against Saul, and the archers hit him, and he 
was wounded of the archers. Then said Saul 
to his armourbearer. Draw thy sword, and 
thrust me through therewith; lest these 
uncircumcised come and abuse me. But his 
armourbearer would not; for he was sore 
afraid. So Saul took a sword, and fell upon 
it. And when his armourbearer saw that 
Saul was dead, he fell likewise on the sword, 
and died. So Saul died, and his three sons, 
and all his house died together. 

And when all the men of Israel that were 
in the valley saw that they fled, and that Saul 
and his sons were dead, then they forsook 
their cities, and fled: and the Philistines 
came and dwelt in them. And it came to 
pass on the morrow, when the Philistines 
came to strip the slain, that they found Saul 
and his sons fallen in mount Gilboa. And 
when they had stripped him, they took his 
head, and his armour, and sent into the land 
of the Philistines round about, to carry tid- 
ings unto their idols, and to the people. And 
they put his armour in the house of their 


gods, and fastened his head in the temple of 
Dagon. And when all Jabesh-gilead heard 
all that the Philistines had done to Saul, they 
arose, all the valiant men, and took away the 
body of Saul, and the bodies of his sons, 
and brought them to Jabesh, and buried 
their bones under the oak in Jabesh, and 
fasted seven days. 

So Saul died for his transgression which 
he committed against the Lord, even against 
the word of the Lord, which he kept not, 
and also for asking counsel of one that had a 
familiar spirit, to inquire of it; and inquired 
not of the Lord : therefore he slew him, and 
turned the kingdom unto David the son of 
Jesse. 

On the Way to Zion 

Then all Israel gathered themselves to 
David unto Hebron, saying. Behold, we are 
thy bone and thy flesh. And moreover in 
time past, even when Saul was king, thou 
wast he that leddest out and broughtest in 
Israel : and the Lord thy God said unto thee. 
Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou 
shalt be ruler over my people Israel. There- 
fore came all the elders of Israel to the king 
to Hebron; and David made a covenant with 
them in Hebron before the Lord; and they 
anointed David king over Israel, according 
to the word of the Lord by Samuel. 
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RING IN THE AGE OF WORSHIP 


Peal forth the news of the revelation to he found in worship. Let men at their work , 
women in their homes , and children at their play hear it. Let all answer it> and discover 
the experiences that await them in the worship of their God. 


And David and all Israel went to Jerusa- castle; therefore they called it the city of 
lem, which is Jebus; where the Jebusites David. And he built the city round about, 
were, the inhabitants of the land. And the even from Millo round about: and Joab re- 
inhabitants of Jebus said to David, Thou paired the rest of the city . So David waxed 
shalt not come hither. Nevertheless David greater and greater: for the Lord of hosts 
took the castle of Zion, which is the city of was with him. 

David. And David said. Whosoever smiteth These also are the chief of the mighty men 

the Jebusites first shall be chief and captain, whom David had, who strengthened them- 
So Joab the son of Zeruiah went first up, selves with him in his kingdom, and with all 
and was chief. And David dwelt in the Israel, to make him king, according to the 
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word of the Lord concerning Israel. And 
this is the number of the mighty men whom 
David had; Jashobeam, an Hachmonite, the 
chief of the captains : he lifted up his spear 
against three hundred slain by him at one 
time. And after him was Eleazar the son of 
Dodo, the Ahohite, who was one of the three 
mighties. He was with David at Pasdam- 
mim, and there the Philistines were gathered 
together to battle, where was a parcel of 
ground full of barley; and the people fled 
from before the Philistines. And they set 
themselves in the midst of that parcel, and 
delivered it, and slew the Philistines; and 
the Lord saved them by a great deliverance. 

Valiant Men 

Now three of the thirty captains went 
down to the rock to David, into the cave of 
Adullam; and the host of the Philistines en- 
camped in the valley of Rephaim. And David 
was then in the hold, and the Philistines 3 
garrison was then at Beth-lehem. And David 
longed, and said, Oh that one would give me 
drink of the water of the well of Beth-lehem, 
that is at the gate! And the three brake 
through the host of the Philistines, and drew 
water out of the well of Beth-lehem, that was 
by the gate, and took it, and brought it to 
David; but David would not drink of it, but 
poured it out to the Lord, and said. My 
God forbid it me, that I should do this 
thing: shall I drink the blood of these men 
that have put their lives in jeopardy? for 
with the jeopardy of their lives they brought 
it. Therefore he would not drink it. These 
things did these three mightiest. 

And Abishai the brother of Joab, he was 
chief of the three : for lifting up his spear 
against three hundred, he slew them, and 
had a name among the three. Of the three, 
he was more honourable than the two; for 
he was their captain : howbeit he attained not 
to the first three. 

Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son of a 
valiant man of Kabzeel, who had done many 
acts ; he slew two lionlike men of Moab : also 
he went down. and slew a lion in a pit in a 
snowy day. And he slew an Egyptian, a man 
of great stature, five cubits high; and in the 
Egyptian’s hand was a spear like a weaver’s 
beam; and he went down to him with a staff, 
and plucked the spear out of the Egyptian’s 
hand, and slew him with his own spear. 
These things did Benaiah the son of Je- 


hoiada, and had the name among the three 
mighties. Behold, he was honourable among 
the thirty, but attained not to the first three : 
and David set him over his guard. 

Also the valiant men of the armies were, 
Asahel the brother of Joab, Elhanan the son 
of Dodo of Beth-lehem, Shammoth the 
Harorite, Helez the Pelonite, Ira the son of 
Ikkesh the Tekoite, Abiezer the Antothite, 
Sibbecai the Hushathite, Ilai the Ahohite, 
Maharai the Netophathite, Heled the son of 
Baanah the Netophathite, Ithai the son of 
Ribai of Gibeah, that pertained to the chil- 
dren of Benjamin, Benaiah the Pirathonite, 
Hurai of the brooks of Gaash, Abiel the 
Arbathite, Azmaveth the Baharumite, Eliah- 
ba the Shaalbonite, the sons of Hashem the 
Gizonite, Jonathan the son of Shage the 
Hararite, Ahiam the son of Sacar the Hara- 
rite, Eliphal the son of Ur, Hepher the 
Mecherathite, Ahijah the Pelonite, Hezro 
the Carmelite, Naarai the son of Ezbai, Joel 
the brother of Nathan, Mibhar the son of 
Haggeri, Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the 
Berothite, the armourbearer of Joab the son 
of Zeruiah, Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 
Uriah the Hittite, Zabad the son of Ahlai, 
Adina the son of Shiza the Reubenite, a 
captain of the Reubenites, and thirty with 
him, Hanan the son of Maachah, and Josha- 
phat the Mithnite, Uzzia the Ashterathite, 
Shama and Jehiel the sons of Hothan the 
Aroerite, Jediael the son of Shimri, and Joha 
his brother, the Tizite, Eliel the Mahavite, 
and Jeribai, and Joshaviah, the sons of El- 
naam, and Ithmah the Moabite, Eliel, and 
Obed, and Jasiel the Mesobaite. 

Loyal Supporters 

Now these are they that came to David to 
Ziklag, while he yet kept himself close be- 
cause of Saul the son of Kish: and they were 
among the mighty men, helpers of the war. 
They were armed with bows, and could use 
both the right hand and the left in hurling 
stones and shooting arrows out of a bow, 
even of Saul’s brethren of Benjamin. The 
chief was Ahiezer, then Joash, the sons of 
Shemaah the Gibeathite; and Jeziel, and 
Pelet, the sons of Azmaveth; and Berachah, 
and Jehu the Antothite, and Ismaiah the 
Gibeonite, a mighty man among the thirty, 
and over the thirty; and Jeremiah, and Jaha- 
ziel, and Johanan, and Josabad the Gedera- 
thite, Eluzai, and Jerimoth, and Bealiah, and 
Shemariah, and Shephatiah the Haruphite, 



Elkanah, and Jesiah, and Azareel, and 
Joezer, and Jashobeam, the Korhites, and 
Joelah, and Zebadiah, the sons of Jeroham 
of Gedor. 

And of the Gadites there separated them- 
selves unto David into the hold to the wilder- 
ness men of might, and men of war fit 
for the battle, that could handle shield and 
buckler, whose faces were like the faces of 
lions, and were as swift as the roes upon 
the mountains; Ezer the firsts Obadiah the 
second^ Eliab the third, Mishmannah the 
fourth, Jeremiah the fifths Attai the sixths 
Eliel the sevenths Johanan the eighths Elza- 
bad the ninth, Jeremiah the tenth, Machbanai 
the eleventh. These were of the sons of Gad, 
captains of the host : one of the least was over 
an hundred, and the greatest over a thou- 
sand. These are they that went over Jordan 
in the first month, when it had overflown all 
his banks; and they put to flight all them of 
the valleys, both toward the east, and toward 
the west. 

And there came of the children of Benja- 
min and Judah to the hold unto David. And 
David went out to meet them, and answered 
and said unto them. If ye be come peaceably 
unto me to help me, mine heart shall be knit 
unto you: but if ye be come to betray me to 
mine enemies, seeing there is no wrong in 
mine hands, the God of our fathers look 
thereon, and rebuke it. Then the spirit came 
upon Amasai, who was chief of the captains, 
and he said. Thine are we, David, and on 
thy side, thou son of Jesse : peace, peace be 
unto thee, and peace be to thine helpers ; for 
thy God helpeth thee. Then David received 
them, and made them captains of the band. 

And there fell some of Manasseh to David, 
when he came with the Philistines against 
Saul to battle : but they helped them not: 
for the lords of the Philistines upon advise- 
ment sent him away, saying. He will fall to 
his master Saul to the jeopardy of our heads. 
As he went to Ziklag, there fell to him of 
Manasseh, Adnah, and Jozabad, and Jediael, 
and Michael, and Jozabad, and Elihu, and 
Zilthai, captains of the thousands that were 
of Manasseh. And they helped David against 
the band of the rovers : for they were all 
mighty men of valour, and were captains in 
the host. For at that time day by day there 
came to David to help him, until it was a 
great host, like the host of God. 

And these are the numbers of the bands 
that were ready armed to the war, and came 
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to David to Hebron, to turn the kingdom of 
Saul to Mm, according to the word of the 
Lord. The children of Judah that bare 
shield and spear were six thousand and eight 
hundred, ready armed to the war. Of the 
children of Simeon, mighty men of valour 
for the war, seven thousand and one hun- 
dred. Of the children of Levi four thousand 
and six hundred. And Jehoiada was the 
leader of the Aaronites, and with him were 
three thousand and seven hundred; and 
Zadok, a young man mighty of valour, and 
of his father’s house twenty and two captains. 
And of the children of Benjamin, the kindred 
of Saul, thriee thousand : for hitherto the 
greatest part of them had kept the ward of 
the house of Saul. And of file children of 
Ephraim twenty thousand and eight hun- 
dred, mighty men of valour, famous through- 
out the house of their fathers. And of the 
half tribe of Manasseh eighteen thousand, 
which were expressed by name, to come 
and make David king. And of the children 
of Issachar, which were men that had under- 
standing of the times, to know what Israel 
ought to do; the heads of them were two 
hundred; and all their brethren were at their 
commandment. Of Zebulun, such as went 
forth to battle, expert in war, with all instru- 
ments of war, fifty thousand, which could 
keep rank: they were not of double heart. 
And of Naphtali a thousand captains, and 
with them with shield and spear thirty and 
seven thousand. And of the Danites expert 
in war twenty and eight thousand and six 
hundred. And of Asher, such as went forth 
to battle, expert in war, forty thousand. And 
on the other side of Jordan, of the Reuben- 
ites, and the Gadites, and of the half tribe 
of Manasseh, with all manner of instruments 
of war for the battle, an hundred and twenty 
thousand. 

All these men of war, that could keep 
rank, came with a perfect heart to Hebron, 
to make David king over all Israel : and all 
the rest also of Israel were of one heart to 
make David king. And there they were with 
David three days, eating and drinking: for 
their brethren had prepared for them. More- 
over they that were nigh them, even unto 
Issachar and Zebulun and Naphtali, brought 
bread on asses, and on camels, and on mules, 
and on oxen, and meat, meal, cakes of 
figs, and bunches of raisins, and wine, and 
oil, and oxen, and sheep abundantly : for there 
was joy in Israel. 
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THE ARK OF THE LORD i Chronicles 13, i— 16, 43 

The Ark suggests worship. It signified to Israel the Presence of God, and the nearness 
of the Heavenly Glory which hallows human existence . Let us bring up the Ark, said 
David . Let us recover that precious link with God which , somehow or other, we seem 
as a people to have lost . With great joy the people responded It was a noble lead for 
a king to give at a time when the nation was flushed with new triumphs , and excited 
with new prospects of material development , but David believed in God, delighted in 
Him, wanted to see Him exalted in his Kingdom, and all the people enjoying the blessings 
Divine . 


AND David consulted with the captains of 
thousands and hundreds* and with every 
leader. And David said unto all the congre- 
gation of Israel* If it seem good unto you* 
and that it be of the Losjd our God* let us 
send abroad unto our brethren every where* 
that are left in all the land of Israel* and 
with them also to the priests and Levites 
which are in their cities and suburbs* that 
they may gather themselves unto us : and let 
us bring again the ark of our God to us: for 
we inquired not at it in the days of Saul. 
And all the congregation said that they would 
do so: for the thing was right in the eyes of 
all the people. So David gathered all Israel 
together* from Shihor of Egypt even unto 
the entering of Hemath* to bring the ark of 
God from Kir jath-jearim. And David went 
up* and all Israel* to Baalah* that is* to 
Kirjath-jearim* which belonged to Judah* to 
bring up thence the ark of God the Lord* 
that dwelleth between the cherubims* whose 
name is called on it. And they carried the 
ark of God in a new cart out of the house of 
Abinadab : and Uzza and Ahio drave the 
cart. And David and all Israel played before 
God with all their might* and with singing* 
and with harps* and with psalteries* and 
with timbrels* and with cymbals* and with 
trumpets. 

A Wayside Home 

And when they came unto the threshing- 
floor of Chidon* Uzza put forth his hand to 
hold the ark; for the oxen stumbled. And 
the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Uzza* and he smote him* because he put his 
hand to the ark: and there he died before 
God. And David was displeased* because the 
Lord had made a breach upon Uzza : where- 
fore that place is called Perez-uzza to this 
day. And David was afraid of God that day* 
saying* How shall I bring the ark of God 


home to me? So David brought not the ark 
home to himself to the city of David* but 
carried it aside into the house of Obed-edom 
the Gittite. And the ark of God remained 
with the family of Obed-edom in his house 
three months. And the Lord blessed the 
house of Obed-edom* and all that he had. 

The Kzng 9 s House 

Now Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers 
to David* and timber of cedars* with masons 
and carpenters* to build him an house. And 
David perceived that the Lord had con- 
firmed him king over Israel* for his kingdom 
was lifted up on high* because of his people 
Israel. 

And David took more wives at Jerusalem: 
and David begat more sons and daughters. 
Now these are the names of his children 
which he had in Jerusalem; Shammua* and 
Shobab* Nathan* and Solomon* and Ibhar* 
and Elishua* and Elpalet* and Nogah* and 
Nepheg* and Japhia* and Elishama* and Ree- 
liada* and Eliphalet. 

The Lord's Devoted Servant 

And when the Philistines heard that David 
was anointed king over all Israel* all the 
Philistines went up to seek David. And 
David heard of it* and went out against them. 
And the Philistines came and spread them- 
selves in the valley of Rephaim. And David 
inquired of God, saying, Shall I go up against 
the Philistines? and wilt thou deliver them 
into mine hand? And the Lord said unto 
him* Go up; for I will deliver them into 
thine hand. So they came up to Baal-pera- 
zim; and David smote them there. Then 
David said, God hath broken in upon mine 
enemies by mine hand like the breaking forth 
of waters : therefore they called the name of 
that place Baal-perazim. And when they had 
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left their gods there, David gave a command- 
ment, and they were burned with fire. 

And the Philistines yet again spread them- 
selves abroad in the valley. Therefore David 
inquired again of God ; and God said unto 
him. Go not up after them; turn away from 
them, and come upon them over against the 
mulberry trees. And it shall be, when thou 
shalt hear a sound of going in the tops of the 
mulberry trees, that then thou shalt go out 
to battle: for God is gone forth before thee 
to smite the host of the Philistines. David 
therefore did as God commanded him: and 
they smote the host of the Philistines from 
Gibeon even to Gazer. And the fame of 
David went out into all lands ; and the Lord 
brought the fear of him upon all nations. 

A Place for the Ark 

And David made him houses in the city 
of David, and prepared a place for the ark 
of God, and pitched for it a tent. Then 
David said, None ought to carry the ark of 
God but the Levites : for them hath the Lord 
chosen to carry the ark of God, and to minis- 
ter unto him for ever. And David gathered 
all Israel together to Jerusalem, to bring up 
the ark of the Lord unto his place, which he 
had prepared for it. And David assembled 
the children of Aaron, and the Levites : of 
the sons of Kohath; Uriel the chief, and his 
brethren an hundred and twenty : of the sons 
of Merari; Asaiah the chief, and his brethren 
two hundred and twenty: of the sons of 
Gershom; Joel the chief, and his brethren 
an hundred and thirty: of the sons of Eliza- 
phan; Shemaiah the chief, and his brethren 
two hundred : of the sons of Hebron; Eliel 
the chief, and his brethren fourscore: of the 
sons of Uzziel; Amminadab the chief, and 
his brethren an hundred and twelve. And 
David called for Zadok and Abiathar the 
priests, and for the Levites, for Uriel, Asaiah, 
and Joel, Shemaiah, and Eliel, and Ammina- 
dab, and said unto them, Ye are the chief of 
the fathers of the Levites: sanctify your- 
selves, both ye and your brethren, that ye 
may bring up the ark of the Lord God of 
Israel unto the place that I have prepared 
for it. For because ye did it not at the first, 
the Lord our God made a breach upon us, 
for that we sought him not after the due 
order. 1 So the priests and the Levites sancti- 
fied themselves to bring up the ark of the 
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Lord God of Israel. And the children of the 
Levites bare the ark of God upon their 
shoulders with the staves thereon, as Moses 
commanded according to the word of the 
Lord. 

A Company of Singers 

And David spake to the chief of the 
Levites to appoint their brethren to be the 
singers with instruments of musick* psal- 
teries and harps and cymbals, sounding, by 
lifting up the voice with joy. So the Levites 
appointed Heman the son of Joel; and of his 
brethren, Asaph the son of Berechiah; and 
of the sons of Merari their brethren, Ethan 
the son of Kushaiah; and with them their 
brethren of the second degree, Zechariah, 
Ben, and Jaaziel, and Shemiramoth, and 
Jehiel, and Unni, Eliab, and Benaiah, and 
Maaseiah, and Mattithiah, and Elipheieh, 
and Mikneiah, and Obed-edom, and Jeiel, 
the porters. So the singers, Heman, Asaph, 
and Ethan, were appointed to sound with 
cymbals of brass; and Zechariah, and Aziel, 
and Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Unni, and 
Eliab, and Maaseiah, and Benaiah, with psal- 
teries on Alamoth; and Mattithiah, and Eli- 
pheieh, and Mikneiah, and Obed-edom, and 
Jeiel, and Azaziah, with harps on the Shem- 
inith to excel. And Chenaniah, chief of the 
Levites, was for song: he instructed about 
the song, because he was skilful. And Ber- 
echiah and Elkanah were doorkeepers for 
the ark. And Shebaniah, and Jehoshaphat, 
and Nethaneel, and Amasai, and Zechariah, 
and Benaiah, and Eliezer, the priests, did 
blow with the trumpets before the ark of 
God : and Obed-edom and Jehiah were door- 
keepers for the ark. 

Bringing up the Ark 

So David, and the elders of Israel, and 
the captains over thousands, went to bring 
up the ark of the covenant of the Lord out 
of the house of Obed-edom with joy. And 
it came to pass, when God helped the Le- 
vites that bare the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord, that they offered seven bullocks and 
seven rams. And David was clothed with a 
robe of fine linen, and all the Levites that 
bare the ark, and the singers, and Chenaniah 
the master of the song with the singers: 
David also had upon him an ephod of linen. 
Thus all Israel brought up the ark of the 


Referring to the sudden death of Uzza given on the opposite page (cf. p. 346, n. 1). 
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covenant of the Lord with shouting, and 
with sound of the cornet, and with trumpets, 
and with cymbals, making a noise with psal- 
teries and harps. 

And it came to pass, as the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord came to the city of 
David, that Michal the daughter of Saul 
looking out at a window saw king David 
dancing and playing : and she despised him 
in her heart. 

So they brought the ark of God, and set 
it in the midst of the tent that David had 
pitched for it: and they offered burnt sacri- 
fices and peace offerings before God. And 
when David had made an end of offering 
the burnt offerings and the peace offerings, 
he blessed the people in the name of the 
Lord. And he dealt to every one of Israel, 
both man and woman, to every one a loaf of 
bread, and a good piece of flesh, and a flagon 
of wine. 

And he appointed certain of the Levites 
to minister before the ark of the Lord, and 
to record, and to thank and praise the Lord 
God of Israel: Asaph the chief, and next to 
him Zechariah, Jeiel, and Shemiramoth, and 
Jehiel, and Mattithiah, and Eliab, and Be- 
naiah, and Obed-edom : and Jeiel with psal- 
teries and with harps; but Asaph made a 
sound with cymbals; Benaiah also and Jaha- 
ziel the priests with trumpets continually 
before the ark of the covenant of God. 

A Psalm of Praise 

Then on that day David delivered first 
this psalm to thank the Lord into the hand 
of Asaph and his brethren. 

Give thanks unto the Lord, call upon his 
name, 

Make known his deeds among the people. 

Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him. 

Talk ye of all his wondrous works. 

Glory ye in his holy name : 

Let the heart of them rejoice that seek the 
Lord. 

Seek the Lord and his strength. 

Seek his face continually. 

Remember his marvellous works that he 
hath done. 

His wonders, and the judgments of his 
mouth; 

O ye seed of Israel his servant. 

Ye children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 

He is the Lord our God; 

His judgments are in all the earth. 


Be ye mindful always of his covenant; 

The word which he commanded to a 
thousand generations; 

Even of the covenant which he made with 
Abraham, 

And of his oath unto Isaac; 

And hath confirmed the same to Jacob for 
a law. 

And to Israel for an everlasting covenant, 

Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of 
Canaan, 

The lot of your inheritance; 

When ye were but few, 

Even a few, and strangers in it. 

And when they went from nation to nation, 

And from one kingdom to another people. 

He suffered no man to do them wrong: 

Yea, he reproved kings for their sakes. 

Saying, Touch not mine anointed. 

And do my prophets no harm. 

Sing unto the Lord, all the earth; 

Shew forth from day to day his salvation. 

Declare his glory among the heathen; 

His marvellous works among all nations. 

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
praised: 

He also is to be feared above all gods. 

For all the gods of the people are idols : 

But the Lord made the heavens. 

Glory and honour are in his presence; 

Strength and gladness are in his place. 

Give unto the Lord, ye kindreds of the 
people. 

Give unto the Lord glory and strength. 

Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his 
name: 

Bring an offering, and come before him: 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holi- 
ness. 

Fear before him, all the earth: 

The world also shall be stable, that it be 
not moved. 

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth 
rejoice : 

And let men say among the nations. The 
Lord reigneth. 

Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof: 

Let the fields rejoice, and all that is therein. 

Then shall the trees of the wood sing out 
at the presence of the Lord, 

Because he cometh to judge the earth. 

O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is 
good; 

For his mercy endureth for ever. 

And say ye, Save us, O God of our salva- 
tion. 



And gather ns together* and deliver us 
from the heathen* 

That we may give thanks to thy holy name* 
And glory in thy praise. 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel 
For ever and ever. 

And all the people said* Amen* and praised 
the Lord. 

Ministers of the Ark 
So he left there before the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lord Asaph and his brethren* 
to minister before the ark continually* as 
every day’s work required : and Obed-edom 
with their brethren* threescore and eight; 
Obed-edom also the son of Jeduthun and 
Hosah to be porters ; and Zadok the priest* 
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and his brethren the priests* before the taber- 
nacle of the Lord in the high place that was 
at Gibeon* to offer burnt offerings unto the 
Lord upon the altar of the burnt offering 
continually morning and evening* and to do 
according to all that is written in the law of 
the Lord* which he commanded Israel; and 
with them Heman and Jeduthun* and the 
rest that were chosen* who were expressed 
by name* to give thanks to the Lord* because 
his mercy endureth for ever; and with them 
Heman and Jeduthun with trumpets and 
cymbals for those that should make a sound* 
and with musical instruments of God. And 
the sons of Jeduthun were porters. And all 
the people departed every man to his house: 
and David returned to bless his house. 


TEMPLE PLANS 

GIVING WORSHIP A PERMANENT PLACE IN LIFE 

1 CHRONICLES CHAPTERS 17, i— 29, 30 

So the House of God was built in stone, made substantial and lasting, made magnificent 
too. But we are anticipating the story. We have as yet reached only the birth of the 
idea. The narrative says it originated with David, We usually think of David as a 
warrior, but here, as in the Psalms, we see his heart, and the revelation God has written 
there, that worship is the secret of spiritual life. Out of his own personal experience 
arises the desire to exalt worship, to give it a position of supreme eminence in his city and 
kingdom, and in a building that cannot easily be destroyed make its privileges perma- 
nently available to his people, 

N OW it came to pass* as David sat a word to any of the judges of Israel* whom 
in his house * 1 that David said to I commanded to feed my people* saying, 
Nathan the prophet* Lo* I dwell Why have ye not built me an house of cedars? 
in an house of cedars* but the ark Now therefore thus shalt thou say unto my 
of the covenant of the Lord remaineth under servant David* Thus saith the Lord of hosts* 
curtains. Then Nathan said unto David, Do I took thee from the sheepcote, even from 
all that is in thine heart ; for God is with thee, following the sheep* that thou shouldest be 
And it came to pass the same night* that ruler over my people Israel : and I have been 
the word of God came to Nathan* saying* Go with thee whithersoever thou hast walked* 
and tell David my servant* Thus saith the and have cut off all thine enemies from be- 
Lord* Thou shalt not build me an house to fore thee* and have made thee a name like 
dwell in : 2 for I have not dwelt in an house the name of the great men that are in the 
since the day that I brought up Israel unto earth. Also I will ordain a place for my 
this day; but have gone from tent to tent, people Israel* and will plant them* and they 
and from one tabernacle to another. Where- shall dwell in their place* and shall be moved 
soever I have walked with all Israel* spake I no more ; neither shall the children of wicked- 

.. 1 .'/'Another example nfthepart that .the home plays in the unfolding of the revelation ofGod (of. p. 75,11. 1). 
2 Compare the account given in 2 Sam. 7, 1-29* p. 347. See also the introductory paragraph* p. 345* 
and the footnote, p. 347. 
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ness waste them any more, as at the begin- 
rung, and since the time that I commanded 
judges to be over my people Israel More- 
over I will subdue all thine enemies. Fur- 
thermore I tell thee that the Lord will build 
thee an house. And it shall come to pass, 
•when thy days be expired that thou must go 
to be with thy fathers, that I will raise up thy 
seed after thee, which shall be of thy sons; 
and I will establish his kingdom. He shall 
build me an house, and I will stablish his 
throne for ever. I will be his father, and he 
shall be my son : and I will not take my mercy 
away from him, as I took it from him that 
was before thee: but I will settle him in 
mine house and in my kingdom for ever: 
and his throne shall be established for ever- 
more. According to all these words, and 
according to all this vision, so did Nathan 
speak unto David. 

And David the king came and sat before 
the Lord, and said. Who am I, O Lord God, 
and what is mine house, that thou hast 
brought me hitherto? And yet this was a 
small thing in thine eyes, O God; for thou 
hast also spoken of thy servant’s house for a 
great while to come, and hast regarded me 
according to the estate of a man of high 
degree, O Lord God. What can David 
speak more to thee for the honour of thy 
servant? for thou knowest thy servant. O 
Lord, for thy servant’s sake, and according 
to thine own heart, hast thou done all this 
greatness, in making known all these great 
things, O Lord, there is none like thee, 
neither is there any God beside thee, accord- 
ing to ail that we have heard with our ears. 
And what one nation in the earth is like thy 
people Israel, whom God went to redeem to 
be his own people, to make thee a name of 
greatness and terribleness, by driving out 
nations from before thy people, whom thou 
hast redeemed out of Egypt ? For thy people 
Israel didst thou make thine own people for 
ever; and thou. Lord, becamest their God. 
Therefore now. Lord, let the thing that thou 
hast spoken concerning thy servant and con- 
cerning his house be established for ever, 
and do as thou hast said. Let it even be 
established, that thy name may be magnified 
for ever, saying. The Lord of hosts is the 
God of Israel, even a God to Israel: and let 
the house of David thy servant be established 


before thee. For thou, O my God, hast told 
thy servant that thou wilt build him an house ; 
therefore thy servant hath found in his heart 
to pray before thee. And now. Lord, thou 
art God, and hast promised this goodness 
unto thy servant: now therefore let it please 
thee to bless the house of thy servant, that it 
may be before thee for ever: for thou bless- 
est, O Lord, and it shall be blessed for ever. 

Trophies and Treasures 

Now after this it came to pass, that David 
smote the Philistines, and subdued them, 1 
and took Gath and her towns out of the hand 
of the Philistines. And he smote Moab ; and 
the Moabites became David’s servants, and 
brought gifts. 

And David smote Hadarezer king of Zo- 
bah unto Hamath, as he went to stablish his 
dominion by the river Euphrates. And David 
took from him a thousand chariots, and 
seven thousand horsemen, and twenty thou- 
sand footmen: David also houghed all the 
chariot horses, but reserved of them an hun- 
dred chariots. 

And when the Syrians of Damascus came 
to help Hadarezer king of Zobah, David slew 
of the Syrians two and twenty thousand men. 
Then David put garrisons in Syria-damas- 
cus; and the Syrians became David’s serv- 
ants, and brought gifts. Thus the Lord 
preserved David whithersoever he went. And 
David took the shields of gold that were on 
the servants of Hadarezer, and brought them 
to Jerusalem. Likewise from Tibhath, and 
from Chun, cities of Hadarezer, brought 
David very much brass, wherewith Solomon 
made the brasen sea, and the pillars, and the 
vessels of brass. 

Now when Tou king of Hamath heard 
how David had smitten all the host of Hada- 
rezer king of Zobah; he sent Hadoram his 
son to king David, to inquire of his welfare, 
and to congratulate him, because he had 
fought against Hadarezer, and smitten him; 
(for Hadarezer had war with Tou;) and with 
him all manner of vessels of gold and silver 
and brass. Them also king David dedicated 
unto the Lord, with the silver and the gold 
that he brought from all these nations; from 
Edom, and from Moab, and from the chil- 
dren of Ammon, and from the Philistines, 
and from Amalek. 


1 Before the building of the Temple can be undertaken, peace must be secured. David attributed his victories 
to God, and gladly devoted the material benefits of his conquests to the preparations whirih 3 tb^ nbiYmi dlftr 
says, he made during his later life for the work on the Temple. 
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Moreover Abishai the son of Zeruiah slew 
of the Edomites in the valley of salt eighteen 
thousand. And he put garrisons in Edom; 
and all the Edomites became David's serv- 
ants. Thus the Lord preserved David 
whithersoever he went. 

So David reigned over all Israel, and exe- 
cuted judgment and justice among all his 
people. And Joab the son of Zeruiah was 
over the host; and Jehoshaphat the son of 
Ahilud, recorder. And Zadok the son of 
Ahitub, and Abimelech the son of Abiathar, 
were the priests; and Shavsha was scribe; 
and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the 
Cherethites and the Pelethites; and the sons 
of David were chief about the king. 

Securing Peace 

Now it came to pass after this, that Nahash 
the king of the children of Ammon died, and 
his son reigned in his stead. And David said, 
I will shew kindness unto Hanun the son of 
Nahash, because his father shewed kindness 
to me. And David sent messengers to com- 
fort him concerning his father. So the serv- 
ants of David came into the land of the 
children of Ammon to Hanun, to comfort 
him. But the princes of the children of 
Ammon said to Hamm, Thinkest thou that 
David doth honour thy father, that he hath 
sent comforters unto thee? are not his serv- 
ants come unto thee for to search, and to 
overthrow, and to spy out the land? Where- 
fore Hanun took David’s servants, and shaved 
them, and cut off their garments in the midst 
hard by their buttocks, and sent them away. 
Then there went certain, and told David how 
the men were served. And he sent to meet 
them: for the men were greatly ashamed. 
And the king said. Tarry at Jericho until 
your beards be grown, and then return. 

And when the children of Ammon saw 
that they had made themselves odious to 
David, Hanun and the children of Ammon 
sent a thousand talents of silver to hire them 
chariots and horsemen out of Mesopotamia, 
and out of Syria-maachah, and out of Zobah. 
So they hired thirty and two thousand 
chariots, and the king of Maachah and his 
people; who came and pitched before Mede- 
ba. And the children of Ammon gathered 
themselves together from their cities, and 
came to battle. And when David heard of it, 
he sent Joab, and all the host of the mighty 
men. And the children of Ammon came out, 
and put the battle in array before the gate 
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of the city : and the kings that were come were 
by themselves in the field. 

Now when Joab saw that the battle was 
set against him before and behind, he chose 
out of all the choice of Israel, and put them 
in array against the Syrians. And the rest of 
the people he delivered unto the hand of 
Abishai his brother, and they set themselves 
in array against the children of Ammon. 
And he said. If the Syrians be too strong for 
me, then thou shalt help me: but if the chil- 
dren of Ammon be too strong for thee, then 
I will help thee. Be of good courage, and let 
us behave ourselves valiantly for our people, 
and for the cities of our God: and let the 
Lord do that which is good in his sight. So 
Joab and the people that were with him drew 
nigh before the Syrians unto the battle ; and 
they fled before him. And when the children 
of Ammon saw that the Syrians were fled, 
they likewise fled before Abishai his brother, 
and entered into the city. Then Joab came 
to Jerusalem. 

And when the Syrians saw that they were 
put to the worse before Israel, they sent 
messengers, and drew forth the Syrians that 
were beyond the river: and Shophach the 
captain of the host of Hadarezer went before 
them. And it was told David; and he gath- 
ered all Israel, and passed over Jordan, and 
came upon them, and set the battle in array 
against them. So when David had put the 
battle in array against the Syrians, they 
fought with him. But the Syrians fled before 
Israel; and David slew of the Syrians seven 
thousand men which fought in chariots, and 
forty thousand footmen, and killed Shophach 
the captain of the host. And when the serv- 
ants of Hadarezer saw that they were put to 
the worse before Israel, they made peace with 
David, and became his servants: neither 
would the Syrians help the children of 
Ammon any more. 

And it came to pass, that after the year 
was expired, at the time that kings go out to 
battle, Joab led forth the power of the army, 
and wasted the country of the children of 
Ammon, and came and besieged Rabbah. 
But David tarried at Jerusalem. And Joab 
smote Rabbah, and destroyed it. And David 
took the crown of their king from off his 
head, and found it to weigh a talent of gold, 
and there were precious stones in it; and it 
was set upon David’s head: and he brought 
also exceeding much spoil out of the city. 
And he brought out the people that were in 
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it, and cut them with saws, and with harrows 
of iron, and with axes. Even so dealt David 
with all the cities of the children of Ammon. 
And David and all the people returned to 
Jerusalem. 

David as Men knew Him 

And it came to pass after this, that there 
arose war at Gezer with the Philistines; at 
which time Sibbechai the Hushathite slew 
Sippai, that was of the children of the giant: 
and they were subdued. And there was war 
again with the Philistines; and Elhanan the 
son of Jair slew Lahmi the brother of Goliath 
the Gittite, whose spear staff was like a 
weaver’s beam. And yet again there was war 
at Gath, where was a man of great stature, 
whose fingers and toes were four and twenty, 
six on each hand, and six on each foot: and 
he also was the son of the giant. But when 
he defied Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimea 
David’s brother slew him. These were born 
unto the giant in Gath; and they fell by the 
hand of David, and by the hand of his 
servants. 

David as God knew Him 

And Satan stood up against Israel, and pro- 
voked David to number Israel . 1 And David 
said to Joab and to the rulers of the people, 
Go, number Israel from Beer-sheba even to 
Dan; and bring the number of them to me, 
that I may know it. And Joab answered. 
The Lord make his people an hundred times 
so many more as they be: but, my lord 
the king, are they not all my lord’s serv- 
ants? why then doth my lord require this 
thing? why will he be a cause of trespass to 
Israel? Nevertheless the king’s word pre- 
vailed against Joab. Wherefore Joab de- 
parted, and went throughout all Israel, and 
came to Jerusalem, And Joab gave the sum 
of the number of the people unto David. 
And all they of Israel were a thousand thou- 
sand and an hundred thousand men that 
drew sword: and Judah was four hundred 
threescore and ten thousand men that drew 
sword. But Levi and Benjamin counted he 
not among them: for the king’s word was 
abominable to Joab. And God was dis- 
pleased with this thing; therefore he smote 
Israel. And David said unto God, I have 
sinned greatly, because I have done this 
thing: but now, I beseech thee, do away the 
1 Compare the account given in 2 Sam. 


iniquity of thy servant; for I have done very 
foolishly. 

And the Lord spake unto Gad, David’s 
seer, saying. Go and tell David, saying. Thus 
saith the Lord, I offer thee three things: 
choose thee one of them, that I may do it 
unto thee. So Gad came to David, and said 
unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Choose thee 
either three years’ famine; or three months 
to be destroyed before thy foes, while that 
the sword of thine enemies overtaketh thee; 
or else three days the sword of the Lord, 
even the pestilence, in the land, and the 
angel of the Lord destroying throughout all 
the coasts of Israel. Now therefore advise 
thyself what word I shall bring again to him 
that sent me. And David said unto Gad, I 
am in a great strait: let me fall now into the 
hand of the Lord; for very great are his 
mercies : but let me not fall into the hand of 
man. So the Lord sent pestilence upon 
Israel : and there fell of Israel seventy thou- 
sand men. And God sent an angel unto 
Jerusalem to destroy it: and as he was de- 
stroying, the Lord beheld, and he repented 
him of the evil, and said to the angel that 
destroyed. It is enough, stay now thine hand. 
And the angel of the Lord stood by the 
threshingfloor of Oman the Jebusite. And 
David lifted up his eyes, and saw the angel 
of the Lord stand between the earth and the 
heaven, having a drawn sword in his hand 
stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David 
and the elders of Israel, who were clothed 
in sackcloth, fell upon their faces. And 
David said unto God, Is it not I that com- 
manded the people to be numbered? even 
I it is that have sinned and done evil indeed; 
but as for these sheep, what have they done? 
let thine hand, I pray thee, O Lord my God, 
be on me, and on my father’s house; but not 
on thy people, that they should be plagued. 

Then the angel of the Lord commanded 
Gad to say to David, that David should go 
up, and set up an altar unto the Lord, in the 
threshingfloor of Oman the Jebusite. And 
David went up at the saying of Gad, which 
he spake in the name of the Lord. And Or- 
nan turned back, and saw the angel; and his 
four sons with him hid themselves. Now 
Oman was threshing wheat. And as David 
came to Oman, Oman looked and saw David, 
and went out of the threshingfloor, and bowed 
himself to David with his face to the ground. 
Then David said to Oman, Grant me the 


24, 1-25, pp. 367-8, and footnote on p. 367. 
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place of this threshingfloor, that I may build 
an altar therein unto the Lord: thou shalt 
grant it me for the full price : that the plague 
may be stayed from the people. And Oman 
said unto David, Take it to thee, and let my 
lord the king do that which is good in his 
eyes : lo, I give thee the oxen also for burnt 
offerings, and the threshing instruments for 
wood, and the wheat for the meat offering; 
I give it all. And king David said to Oman, 
Nay; but I will verily buy it for the full 
price : 1 for I will not take that which is thine 
for the Lord, nor offer burnt offerings with- 
out cost. So David gave to Oman for the 
place six hundred shekels of gold by weight. 
And David built there an altar unto the 
Lord, and offered burnt offerings and peace 
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offerings, and called upon the Lord ; and he 
answered him from heaven by fire upon the 
altar of burnt offering. And the Lord com- 
manded the angel; and he put up his sword 
again into the sheath thereof. 

At that time when David saw that the 
Lord had answered him in the threshing- 
floor of Oman the Jebusite, then he sacrificed 
there. For the tabernacle of the Lord, which 
Moses made in the wilderness, and the altar 
of the burnt offering, were at that season in 
the high place at Gibeon. But David could 
not go before it to inquire of God : for he 
was afraid because of the sword of the angel 
of the Lord. Then David said, This is the 
house of the Lord God, and this is the altar 
of the burnt offering for Israel 


PROGRESS IN WORSHIP 1 Chronicles 22, 1 — 29 , 30 

According to the Chronicler , and we note in passing there is no parallel in the books of 
Samuel and Kings to these chapter s 5 David prepared the plan of the Temple , organized 
its ministries and its music , and was responsible for all the differences to be observed 
between worship in the Temple and worship in the Tabernacle. Be that as it may 5 the 
point that matters is that worship advanced. The lead David gave was taken up by 
the people and carried forward by succeeding generations . The sacred service was 
developed , and has been passed on to us to delight in , and still further enrich . 


AND David commanded to gather together 
the strangers that were in the land of Israel; 
and he set masons to hew wrought stones to 
build the house of God. And David pre- 
pared iron in abundance for the nails for the 
doors of the gates, and for the joinings ; and 
brass in abundance without weight; also 
cedar trees in abundance : for the Zidonians 
and they of Tyre brought much cedar wood 
to David. And David said, Solomon my son 
is young and tender, and the house that is to 
be builded for the Lord must be exceeding 
magnified, of fame and of glory throughout 
all countries : I will therefore now make pre- 
paration for it. So David prepared abund- 
antly before his death. 

David's Charge to Solomon 

Then he cdled for Solomon his son, and 
charged him to build an house for the Lord 
God of Israel. And David said to Solomon, 
My son, as for me, it was in my mind to 
build an house unto the name of the Lord 


my God : but the word of the Lord came to 
me, saying. Thou hast shed blood abundantly, 
and hast made great wars: thou shalt not 
build an house unto my name, because thou 
hast shed much blood upon the earth in my 
sight. Behold, a son shall be born to thee, 
who shall be a man of rest; and I will give 
him rest from all his enemies round about : 
for his name shall be Solomon, and I will 
give peace and quietness unto Israel in his 
days. He shall build an house for my name; 
and he shall be my son, and I will be his 
father; and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom over Israel for ever. Now, my son, 
the Lord be with thee; and prosper thou, 
and build the house of the Lord thy God, 
as he hath said of thee. Only the Lord give 
thee wisdom and understanding, and give 
thee charge concerning Israel, that thou may- 
est keep the law of the Lorld thy God. Then 
shalt thou prosper, if thou takest heed to 
fulfil the statutes and judgments which the 
Lord charged Moses with concerning Israel : 
be strong, and of good courage; dread not. 


1 On this site, which David purchased, the first Temple was built. To-day the Dome of the Rock (a.d. 691), 
commonly called the Mosque of Omar, occupies the hallowed ground* 
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nor be dismayed. Now* behold, in my trouble 
I have prepared for the house of the Lord 
an hundred thousand talents of gold* and a 
thousand thousand talents of silver; and of 
brass and iron without weight; for it is 
in abundance: timber also and stone have 
I prepared; and thou mayest add thereto. 
Moreover there axe workmen with thee in 
abundance, hewers and workers of stone and 
timber, and all manner of cunning men for 
every manner of work. Of the gold, the 
sliver, and the brass, and the iron, there is no 
number. Arise therefore, and be doing, and 
the Lord be with thee. 

The Princes of Israel 

David also commanded all the princes of 
Israel to help Solomon his son, saying. Is not 
the Lord your God with you? and hath he 
not given you rest on every side? for he hath 
given the inhabitants of the land into mine 
hand; and the land is subdued before the 
Lord, and before his people. Now set your 
heart and your soul to seek the Lord your 
God; arise therefore, and build ye the sanc- 
tuary of the Lord God, to bring the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord, and the holy ves- 
sels of God, into the house that is to be built 
to the name, of the Lord. 

The Levites 

So when David was old and full of days, 
he made Solomon his son king over Israel. 
And he gathered together all the princes of 
Israel, with the priests and the Levites. Now 
the Levites were numbered from the age of 
thirty years and upward: and their number 
by their polls, man by man, was thirty and 
eight thousand. Of which, twenty and four 
thousand were to set forward the work of the 
house of the Lord; and six thousand were 
officers and judges : moreover four thousand 
were porters; and four thousand praised the 
Lord with the instruments which I made, 
said David, to praise therewith. And David 
divided them into courses among the sons of 
Levi, namely, Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 

Of the Gershonites were, Laadan, and 
Shimei. The sons of Laadan; the chief was 
Jehiel, and Zetham, and Joel, three. The 
sons of Shimei; Shelomith, and Haziel, and 
Haran, three. These were the chief of the 
fathers of Laadan. And the sons of Shimei 
were, Jahath, Zina, and Jeush, and Beriah. 


These four were the sons of Shimei. And 
Jahath was the chief, and Zizah the second: 
but Jeush and Beriah had not many sons; 
therefore they were in one reckoning, accord- 
ing to their father’s house. 

The sons of Kohath; Amram, Izhar, He- 
bron, and Uzziel, four. The sons of Amram; 
Aaron and Moses : and Aaron was separated, 
that he should sanctify the most holy things, 
he and his sons for ever, to bum incense 
before the Lord, to minister unto him, and 
to bless in his name for ever. Now concern- 
ing Moses the man of God, his sons were 
named of the tribe of Levi. The sons of 
Moses were, Gershom, and Eliezer. Of the 
sons of Gershom, Shebuel was the chief. 
And the sons of Eliezer were, Rehabiah the 
chief. And Eliezer had none other sons ; but 
the sons of Rehabiah were very many. Of 
the sons of Izhar; Shelomith the chief. Of the 
sons of Hebron; Jeriah the first, Amariah the 
second, Jahaziel the third, and Jekameam 
the fourth. Of the sons of Uzziel; Michah 
the first, and Jesiah the second. 

The sons of Merari; Mahli, and Mushi. 
The sons of Mahli; Eleazar, and Kish. And 
Eieazar died, and had no sons, but daughters : 
and their brethren the sons of Kish took 
them. The sons of Mushi; Mahli, and Eder, 
and Jeremoth, three. 

These were the sons of Levi after the 
house of their fathers; even the chief of the 
fathers, as they were counted by number of 
names by their polls, that did the work for 
the service of the house of the Lord, from 
the age of twenty years and upward. For 
David said, The Lord God of Israel hath 
given rest unto his people, that they may 
dwell in Jerusalem for ever: and also unto 
the Levites ; they shall no more carry the 
tabernacle, nor any vessels of it for the ser- 
vice thereof. For by the last words of David 
the Levites were numbered from twenty 
years old and above: because their office was 
to wait on the sons of Aaron for the service 
of the house of the Lord, in the courts, and 
in the chambers, and In the purifying of all 
holy things, and the work of the service of the 
house of God; both for the shewbread, and 
for the fine flour for meat offering, and for 
the unleavened cakes, and for that which is 
baked in the pan, and for that which is fried, 
and for all manner of measure and size; and 
to stand every morning to thank and praise 
the Lord, and likewise at even; and to offer 
all burnt sacrifices unto the Lord in the 



UNTO HIM BE PRAISE IN HEAVEN AND EARTH 
This is the voice of Islam, which rises to-day and every day from its sanctuary cm Israels 
Temple site . 1 Wherefore glorify God, when the evening overtaketh you, and when ye 
rise in the morning, and unto Him be praise in Heaven and earth ; and in the evening 
and when ye rest at noon? Islam claims to worship the God of Abraham, and to that 
extent its call to worship finds an echo in our own hearts . 
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sabbaths, in the new moons, and on the set 
feasts, by number, according to the order 
commanded unto them, continualiy before 
the Lord: and that they should keep the 
charge of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and the charge of the holy place, and the 
charge of the sons of Aaron their brethren, 
in the service of the house of the Lord. 

The Priests 

Now these are the divisions of the sons 
of Aaron. The sons of Aaron; Nadab, and 
Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. But Nadab 
and Abihu died before their father, and had 
no children: therefore Eleazar and Ithamar 
executed the priest’s office. And David dis- 
tributed them, both Zadok of the sons of 
Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the sons of Itha- 
mar, according to their offices in their service. 
And there were more chief men found of 
the sons of Eleazar than of the sons of Itha- 
mar; and thus were they divided. Among 
the sons of Eleazar there were sixteen chief 
men of the house of their fathers, and eight 
among the sons of Ithamar according to the 
house of their fathers. Thus were they 
divided by lot, one sort with another; for 
the governors of the sanctuary, and governors 
of the house of God, were of the sons of 
Eleazar, and of the sons of Ithamar. And 
Shemaiah the son of Nethaneel the scribe, 
one of the Levites, wrote them before the 
king, and the princes, and Zadok the priest, 
and Ahimelech the son of Abiathar, and 
before the chief of the fathers of the priests 
and Levites : one principal household being 
taken for Eleazar, and one taken for Ithamar. 
Now the first lot came forth to Jehoiarib, 
the second to Jedaiah, the third to Harim, the 
fourth to Seorim, the fifth to Malchijah, the 
sixth to Mijamin, the seventh to Hakkoz, 
the eighth to Abijah, the ninth to Jeshua, 
the tenth to Shecaniah, the eleventh to Eli- 
ashib, the twelfth to Jakim, the thirteenth to 
Huppah, the fourteenth to Jeshebeab, the 
fifteenth to Bilgah, the sixteenth to Immer, 
the seventeenth to Hezir, the eighteenth to 
Aphses, the nineteenth to Pethahiah, the 
twentieth to Jehezekel, the one and twentieth 
to Jachin, the two and twentieth to Gamul, 
the three and twentieth to Delaiah, the four 
and twentieth to Maaziah. These were the 
orderings of them in their service to come 
into the house of the Lord, according to 
their manner, under Aaron their father, as 
the Lord God of Israel had commanded him. 


Names of Levi's Sons 

And the rest of the sons of Levi were these : 
Of the sons of Amram; Shubael : of the sons 
of Shubael; Jehdeiah. Concerning Reha- 
biah : of the sons of Rehabiah, the first was 
Isshiah. Of the Izharites ; Shelomoth : of the 
sons of Shelomoth; Jahath. And the sons 
of Hebron; Jeriah the first, Amariah the 
second, Jahaziel the third, Jekameam the 
fourth. Of the sons of Uzziel; Michah: of 
the sons of Michah; Shamir. The brother 
of Michah was Isshiah : of the sons of Isshiah; 
Zechariah. The sons of Merari were Mahli 
and Mushi : the sons of Jaaziah; Beno. The 
sons of Merari by Jaaziah; Beno, and Sho- 
ham, and Zaccur, and Ibri. Of Mahli came 
Eleazar, who had no sons. Concerning Kish : 
the son of Kish was Jerahmeel. The sons 
also of Mushi; Mahli, and Eder, and Jeri- 
moth. These were the sons of the Levites 
after the house of their fathers. These like- 
wise cast lots over against their brethren 
the sons of Aaron in the presence of David 
the king, and Zadok, and Ahimelech, and the 
chief of the fathers of the priests and Levites, 
even the principal fathers over against their 
younger brethren. 

Musicians and Singers 

Moreover David and the captains of the 
host separated to the service of the sons of 
Asaph, and of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who 
should prophesy with harps, with psalteries, 
and with cymbals: and the number of the 
workmen according to their service was : of 
the sons of Asaph; Zaccur, and Joseph, and 
Nethaniah, and Asarelah, the sons of Asaph 
under the hands of Asaph, which prophesied 
according to the order of the king. Of Jedu- 
thun : the sons of Jeduthun; Gedaliah, and 
Zeri, and Jeshaiah, Hashabiah, and Matti- 
thiah, six, under the hands of their father 
Jeduthun, who prophesied with a harp, to 
give thanks and to praise the Lord. Of He- 
man: the sons of Heman; Bukkiah, Mattaniah, 
Uzziel, Shebuel, and Jerimoth, Hananiah, 
Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, and Romamti- 
ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, and 
Mahazioth: all these were the sons of He- 
man the king’s seer in the words of God, 
to lift up the horn. And God gave to Heman 
fourteen sons and three daughters. All these 
were under the hands of their father for song 
in the house of the Lord, with cymbals, 
psalteries, and harps, for the service of the 



house of God, according to the king’s order 
to Asaph., Jeduthun, and Heman. So the 
number of them, with their brethren that 
were instructed in the songs of the Lord, 
even all that were cunning, was two hundred 
fourscore and eight. And they cast lots, 
ward against ward, as well the small as the 
great, the teacher as the scholar. 

Now the first lot came forth for Asaph to 
Joseph: the second to Gedaliah, who with 
his brethren and sons were twelve : the third 
to Zaccur, he, his sons, and his brethren, 
were twelve : the fourth to Izri, he, his sons, 
and his brethren, were twelve: the fifth to 
Nethaniah, he, his sons, and his brethren, 
were twelve: the sixth to Bukkiah, he, his 
sons, and his brethren, were twelve: the 
seventh to Jesharelah, he, his sons, and his 
brethren, were twelve : the eighth to Jeshaiah, 
he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve : 
the ninth to Mattaniah, he, his sons, and his 
brethren, were twelve : the tenth to Shimei, 
he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve : 
the eleventh to Azareel, he, his sons, and his 
brethren, were twelve : the twelfth to Hasha- 
biah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were 
twelve: the thirteenth to Shubael, he, his 
sons, and his brethren, were twelve: the 
fourteenth to Mattithiah, he, his sons, and 
his brethren, were twelve: the fifteenth to 
Jeremoth, he, his sons, and his brethren, 
were twelve : the sixteenth to Hananiah, he, 
his sons, and his brethren, were twelve : the 
seventeenth to Joshbekashah, he, his sons, 
and his brethren, were twelve : the eighteenth 
to Hanani, he, his sons, and his brethren, 
were twelve : the nineteenth to Mallothi, he, 
his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: the 
twentieth to Eliathah, he, his sons, and his 
brethren, were twelve : the one and twentieth 
to Hothir, he, his sons, and his brethren, 
were twelve : the two and twentieth to Gid- 
dalti, he, his sons, and his brethren, were 
twelve: the three and twentieth to Maha- 
zioth, he, his sons, and his brethren, were 
twelve : the four and twentieth to Romamti- 
ezer, he, his sons, and his brethren, were 
twelve. 

The Porters 

Concerning the divisions of the porters: 
Of the Korhites was Meshelemiah the son of 
Kore, of the sons of Asaph. And the sons 
of Meshelemiah were, Zechariah the first- 
born, Jediael the second, Zebadiah the third, 
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Jathniel the fourth, Elam the fifth, Jehoha- 
nan the sixth, Elioenai the seventh. More- 
over the sons of Obed-edom were, Shemaiah 
the firstborn, Jehozabad the second, Joah 
the third, and Sacar the fourth, and Netha- 
neel the fifth, Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the 
seventh, Peulthai the eighth : for God blessed 
him. Also unto Shemaiah his son were sons 
born, that ruled throughout the house of 
their father: for they were mighty men of 
valour. The sons of Shemaiah; Othni, and 
Rephael, and Obed, Elzabad, whose breth- 
ren were strong men, Elihu, and Semachiah. 
All these of the sons of Obed-edom: they 
and their sons and their brethren, able men 
for strength for the service, were threescore 
and two of Obed-edom. And Meshelemiah 
had sons and brethren, strong men, eighteen. 
Also Hosah, of the children of Merari, had 
sons; Simri the chief, (for though he was not 
the firstborn, yet his father made him the 
chief;) Hilkiah the second, Tebaliah the 
third, Zechariah the fourth : all the sons and 
brethren of Hosah were thirteen. 

Among these were the divisions of the 
porters, even among the chief men, having 
wards one against another, to minister in the 
house of the Lord. And they cast lots, as 
well the small as the great, according to the 
house of their fathers, for every gate. And 
the lot eastward fell to Shelemiah. Then for 
Zechariah his son, a wise counseller, they 
cast lots; and his lot came out northward. 
To Obed-edom southward; and to his sons 
the house of Asuppim. To Shuppim and 
Hosah the lot came forth westward, with the 
gate Shallecheth, by the causeway of the 
going up, ward against ward. Eastward were 
six Levites, northward four a day, southward 
four a day, and toward Asuppim two and 
two. At Parbar westward, four at the cause- 
way, and two at Parbar. These are the divi- 
sions of the porters among the sons of Kore, 
and among the sons of Merari. 

Stewards of the Sacred Treasures 

And of the Levites, Ahijah was over the 
treasures of the house of God, and over the 
treasures of the dedicated things. As con- 
cerning the sons of Laadan; the sons of the 
Gershonite Laadan, chief fathers, even of 
Laadan the Gershonite, were Jehieli. The 
sons of Jehieli ; Zetham, and Joel his brother, 
which were over the treasures of the house 
of the Lord. Gf the Amramites, and the 
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Izharites, the Hebronites, and the Uzzielites : 
and Shebuel the son of Gershom, the son of 
Moses, was ruler of the treasures. And his 
brethren by Eliezer; Rehabiah his son, and 
Jeshaiah his son, and Joram his son, and 
Zichri his son, and Shelomith his son. Which 
Shelomith and his brethren were over all 
the treasures of the dedicated things, which 
David the king, and the chief fathers, the 
captains over thousands and hundreds, and 
the captains of the host, had dedicated. Out 
of the spoils won in battles did they dedicate 
to maintain the house of the Lord. And all 
that Samuel the seer, and Saul the son of 
Kish, and Abner the son of Ner, and Joab 
the son of Zeruiah, had dedicated; and who- 
soever had dedicated any thing, it was under 
the hand of Shelomith, and of his brethren 

Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his sons 
were for the outward business over Israel, 
for officers and judges. And of the Hebron- 
ites, Hashabiah and his brethren, men of 
valour, a thousand and seven hundred, were 
officers among them of Israel on this side 
Jordan westward in all the business of the 
Lord, and in the service of the king. Among 
the Hebronites was Jerijah the chief, even 
among the Hebronites, according to the 
generations of his fathers. In the fortieth year 
of the reign of David they were sought for, 
and there were found among them mighty 
men of valour at Jazer of Gilead. And his 
brethren, men of valour, were two thousand 
and seven hundred chief fathers, whom king 
David made rulers over the Reubenites, the 
Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh, for 
every matter pertaining to God, and affairs 
of the king. 

Captains of the Army 

Now the children of Israel after their 
number, to wit, the chief fathers and captains 
of thousands and hundreds, and their officers 
that served the king in any matter of the 
courses, which came in and went out month 
by month throughout all the months of the 
year, of every course were twenty and four 
thousand. Over the first course for the first 
month was Jashobeam the son of Zabdiel : 
and in his course were twenty and four thou- 
sand. Of the children of Perez was the chief 
of all the captains of the host for the first 
month. And over the course of the second 
month was Dodai an Ahohite, and of his 
course was Mikloth also the ruler: in his 


course likewise were twenty and four thou™ 
sand. The third captain of the host for the 
third month was Benaiah the son of Je™ 
hoiada, a chief priest: and in his course were 
twenty and four thousand. This is that 
Benaiah, who was mighty among the thirty, 
and above the thirty: and in his course was 
Ammizabad his son. The fourth captain for 
the fourth month was Asahel the brother of 
Joab, and Zebadiah his son after him: and 
in his course were twenty and four thousand. 
The fifth captain for the fifth month was 
Shamhuth the Izrahite: and in his course 
were twenty and four thousand. The sixth 
captain for the sixth month was Ira the son 
of Ikkesh the Tekoite : and in his course were 
twenty and four thousand. The seventh 
captain for the seventh month was Helez the 
Pelonite, of the children of Ephraim : and in 
his course were twenty and four thousand. 
The eighth captain for the eighth month was 
Sibbecai the Hushathite, of the Zarhites : 
and in his course were twenty and four thou- 
sand. The ninth captain for the ninth month 
was Abiezer the Anetothite, of the Benja- 
mites: and in his course were twenty and 
four thousand. The tenth captain for the 
tenth month was Maharai the Netophathite, 
of the Zarhites : and in his course were twenty 
and four thousand. The eleventh captain for 
the eleventh month was Benaiah the Pira- 
thonite, of the children of Ephraim: and in 
his course were twenty and four thousand. 
The twelfth captain for the twelfth month 
was Heldai the Netophathite, of Othniel: 
and in his course were twenty and four 
thousand. 

Furthermore over the tribes of Israel: the 
ruler of the Reubenites was Eliezer the son 
of Zichri: of the Simeonites, Shephatiah the 
son of Maachah; of the Levites, Hashabiah 
the son of Kemuel: of the Aaronites, Zadok : 
of Judah, Elihu, one of the brethren of 
David : of Issachar, Omri the son of Michael : 
of Zebulun, Ishmaiah the son of Obadiah : of 
Naphtali, Jerimoth the son of Azriel: of the 
children of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of 
Azaziah: of the half tribe of Manasseh, Joel 
the son of Pedaiah: of the half tribe of 
Manasseh in Gilead, Iddo the son of Zecha- 
riah: of Benjamin, Jaasiel the son of Abner: 
of Dan, Azareel the son of Jeroham. These 
were the princes of the tribes of Israel. But 
David took not the number of them from 
twenty years old and under: because the 
Lord had said he would increase Israel like 



to the stars of the heavens. Joab the son of 
Zeruiah began to number, but he finished 
not, because there fell wrath for it against 
Israel; neither was the number put in the 
account of the chronicles of king David. 

Royal Officials 

And over the king's treasures was Azxna- 
veth the son of Adiel : and over the store- 
houses in the fields, in the cities, and in the 
villages, and in the castles, was Jehonathan 
the son of Uzziah: and over them that did 
the work of the field for tillage of the ground 
was Ezri the son of Chelub: and over the 
vineyards was Shimei the Ramathite: over 
the increase of the vineyards for the wine 
cellars was Zabdi the Shiphmite : and over 
the olive trees and the sycomore trees that 
were in the low plains was Baal-hanan the 
Gederite: and over the cellars of oil was 
Joash: and over the herds that fed in Sharon 
was Shitrai the Sharonite ; and over the herds 
that were in the valleys was Shaphat the son 
of Adlai: over the camels also was Obil the 
Ishmaelite: and over the asses was Jehdeiah 
the Meronothite: and over the flocks was 
Jaziz the Hagerite. All these were the rulers 
of the substance which was king David's. 

Also Jonathan David's uncle was a coun- 
seller, a wise man, and a scribe: and Jehiel 
the son of Hachmoni was with the king's 
sons: and Ahithophel was the king’s coun- 
seller: and Hushai the Archite was the king's 
companion: and after Ahithophel was Jehoi- 
ada the son of Benaiah, and Abiathar: and 
the general of the king’s army was Joab. 

An Address to the Leaders 

And David assembled all the princes of 
Israel, the princes of the tribes, and the 
captains of the companies that ministered to 
the king by course, and the captains over the 
thousands, and captains over the hundreds, 
and the stewards over all the substance and 
possession of the king, and of his sons, with 
the officers, and with the mighty men, and 
with all the valiant men, unto Jerusalem. 
Then David the king stood up upon his feet, 
and said, Hear me, my brethren, and my 
people: As for me, I had in mine heart to 
build an house of rest for the ark of the cove- 

1 What we would describe as the 
was doubtless expressing the feeling 
guide than Solomon. 
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nant of the Lord, and for the footstool of 
our God, and had made ready for the build- 
ing: but God said unto me. Thou shalt not 
build an house for my name, because thou 
hast been a man of war, and hast shed blood. 
Howbeit the Lord God of Israel chose me 
before all the house of my father to be king 
over Israel for ever: for he hath thosen 
Judah to be the ruler; and of the house of 
Judah, the house of my father; and among 
the sons of my father he liked me to make 
me king over all Israel: and of all my sons, 
(for the Lord hath given me many sons,) 
he hath chosen Solomon my son to sit upon 
the throne of the kingdom of the Lord over 
Israel. And he said unto me, Solomon thy 
son, he shall build my house and my courts: 
for I have chosen him to be my son, and I 
will be his father. Moreover I will establish 
his kingdom for ever, if he be constant to do 
my commandments and my judgments, as at 
this day. Now therefore in the sight of all 
Israel the congregation of the Lord, and in 
the audience of our God, keep and seek for 
all the commandments of the Lord your 
God: that ye may possess this good land, 
and leave it for an inheritance for your chil- 
dren after you for ever. 

Plans Handed to Solomon 

And thou, Solomon my son, know thou 
the God of thy father, and serve him with 
a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for 
the Lord searcheth all hearts, and under- 
standeth all the imaginations of the thoughts : 
if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; 
but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off 
for ever. Take heed now ; for the Lord hath 
chosen thee to build an house for the sanc- 
tuary: be strong, and do it. 

Then David gave to Solomon his son the 
pattern 1 of the porch, and of the houses 
thereof, and of the treasuries thereof, and of 
the upper chambers thereof, and of the inner 
parlours thereof, and of the place of the 
mercy seat, and the pattern of all that he had 
by the spirit, of the courts of the house of 
the Lord, and of all the chambers round 
about, of the treasuries of the house of God, 
and of the treasuries of the dedicated things: 
also for the courses of the priests and the 
Levites, and for all the work of the service 


architect’s drawings. In ascribing these details to David, the Chronicler 
of his time, that, so far as worship was concerned, David was a better 
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of the house of the Lord* and for all the 
vessels of service in the house of the Lord. 
He gave of gold by weight for things of gold, 
for all instruments of all manner of service; 
silver also for all instruments of silver by 
weight, for all instruments of every kind of 
service : even the weight for the candlesticks 
of gold, and for their lamps of gold, by weight 
for every candlestick, and for the lamps 
thereof: and for the candlesticks of silver by 
weight, both for the candlestick, and also 
for the lamps thereof, according to the use 
of every candlestick. And by weight he gave 
gold for the tables of shewbread, for every 
table; and likewise silver for the tables of 
silver : also pure gold for the fleshhooks, and 
the bowls, and the cups : and for the golden 
basons he gave gold by weight for every 
bason; and likewise silver by weight for 
every bason of silver: and for the altar of 
incense refined gold by weight; and gold for 
the pattern of the chariot of the cherubims, 
that spread out their wings, and covered the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord. All this, 
said David, the Lord made me understand 
in writing by his hand upon me, even all the 
works of this pattern. 

And David said to Solomon his son, Be 
strong and of good courage, and do it: fear 
not, nor be dismayed: for the Lord God, 
even my God, will be with thee; he will not 
fail thee, nor forsake thee, until thou hast 
finished all the work for the service of the 
house of the Lord. And, behold, the courses 
of the priests and the Levites, even they shall 
be with thee for all the service of the house 
of God: and there shall be with thee for all 
manner of workmanship every willing skilful 
man, for any manner of service: also the 
princes and all the people will be wholly at 
thy commandment. 

The Response of the People 

Furthermore David the king said unto all 
the congregation, Solomon my son, whom 
alone God hath chosen, is yet young and 
tender, and the work is great: for the palace 
is not for man, but for the Lord God. Now 
I have prepared with all my might for the 
house of my God the gold for things to be 
made of gold, and the silver for things of 
silver, and the brass for things of brass, the 
iron for things of iron, and wood for tilings 
of wood; onyx stones, and stones to be set, 
glistering stones, and of divers colours, and 
all manner of precious stones, and marble 


stones in abundance. Moreover, because I 
have set my affection to the house of my 
God, I have of mine own proper good, of 
gold and silver, which I have given to the 
house of my God, over and above all that I 
have prepared for the holy house, even three 
thousand talents of gold, of the gold of 
Ophir, and seven thousand talents of refined 
silver, to overlay the walls of the houses 
withal: the gold for things of gold, and the 
silver for things of silver, , and for all manner 
of work to be made by the hands of artificers. 
And who then is willing to consecrate his 
service this day unto the Lord? 

Then the chief of the fathers and princes 
of the tribes of Israel, and the captains of 
thousands and of hundreds, with the rulers 
of the king’s work, offered willingly, and 
gave for the service of the house of God of 
gold five thousand talents and ten thousand 
drams, and of silver ten thousand talents, 
and of brass eighteen thousand talents, and 
one hundred thousand talents of iron. And 
they with whom precious stones were found 
gave them to the treasure of the house of the 
Lord, by the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite. 
Then the people rejoiced, for that they of- 
fered willingly, because with perfect heart 
they offered willingly to the Lord : and David 
the king also rejoiced with great joy. 

David’s Prayer 

Wherefore David blessed the Lord before 
all the congregation: and David said. Blessed 
be thou. Lord God of Israel our father, for 
ever and ever. Thine, O Lord, is the great- 
ness, and the power, and the glory, and the 
victory, and the majesty: for all that is in 
the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine 
is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art ex- 
alted as head above all. Both riches and 
honour come of thee, and thou reignest over 
all; and in thine hand is power and might; 
and in thine hand it is to make great, and to 
give strength unto all. Now therefore, our 
God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious 
name. But who am I, and what is my people, 
that we should be able to offer so willingly 
after this sort? for all things come of thee, 
and of thine own have we given thee. For 
we are strangers before thee, and sojourners, 
as were all our fathers : our days on the earth 
are as a shadow, and there is none abiding. 
O Lord our God, all this store that we have 
prepared to build thee an house for thine 
holy name cometh of thine hand, and is all 
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thine own. I know also, my God, that thou 
triest the heart, and hast pleasure in up- 
rightness. As for me, in the uprightness of 
mine heart I have willingly offered all these 
things: and now have I seen with joy thy 
people, which are present here, to offer will- 
ingly unto thee. O Lord God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, keep this 
for ever in the imagination of the thoughts 
of the heart of thy people, and prepare their 
heart unto thee : and give unto Solomon my 
son a perfect heart, to keep thy command- 
ments, thy testimonies, and thy statutes, and 
to do all these things, and to build the palace, 
for the which I have made provision. 

A Call to Worship 

And David said to all the congregation, 
Now bless the Lord your God. And all the 
congregation blessed the Lord God of their 
fathers, and bowed down their heads, and 
worshipped the Lord, and the king. And 
they sacrificed sacrifices unto the Lord, and 
offered burnt offerings unto the Lord, on 
the morrow after that day, even a thousand 
bullocks, a thousand rams, and a thousand 
lambs, with their drink offerings, and sacri- 
fices in abundance for all Israel : and did eat 
and drink before the Lord on that day with 
great gladness. 


i CHRONICLES 29, 30 

The Death of David 

And they made Solomon the son of David 
king the second time, and anointed him unto 
the Lord to be the chief governor, and 
Zadok to be priest. Then Solomon sat on 
the throne of the Lord as king instead of 
David his father, and prospered; and all 
Israel obeyed him. And all the princes, and 
the mighty men, and all the sons likewise 
of king David, submitted themselves unto 
Solomon the king. And the Lord magnified 
Solomon exceedingly in the sight of all Israel, 
and bestowed upon him such royal majesty 
as had not been on any king before him in 
Israel. 

Thus David the son of Jesse reigned over 
all Israel. And the time that he reigned over 
Israel was forty years; seven years reigned 
he in Hebron, and thirty and three years 
reigned he in Jerusalem. And he died in a 
good old age, full of days, riches, and honour: 
and Solomon his son reigned in his stead. 
Now the acts of David the king, first and 
last, behold, they are written in the book of 
Samuel the seer, and in the book of Nathan 
the prophet, and in the book of Gad the 
seer, with all his reign and his might, and 
the times that went over him, and over Israel, 
and over all the kingdoms of the countries. 




2 CHRONICLES 

BUILDING A HOUSE FOR GOD AND EXPECTING HIM 
TO LIVE IN AND BLESS A WORLD LIKE THIS 


We open the book and catch sight of men eagerly building a temple . We see it finished, 
shining like a jewel in the sun, a house of glory for the glorious God. Our hearts enter 
into the joy of its dedication, and then, from the threshold of the dwelling-place of the 
Most High, we turn to look on the world in which it stands. Over nearly four centuries 
we watch the changing scene. We are permitted to see how men, who have the gracious 
and bountiful God in their midst, who have received the most wonderful gifts from His 
hands and sworn to Him the most loyal devotion, dishonour His name before the very 
door of His house . 

But are the things we see to befound only in this book, or is the picture a cross-section 
of civilization, making plain the character of. human life in every era? Does not every 
cathedral, every church and chapel bear the very name that Solomon gave to his temple, 
and link us for ever with the same living God? And if the history of our times were 


written from the same standpoint, would it 

THE TEMPLE BUILDER 

1ND Solomon the son of David was 

/\ strengthened in his kingdom* and 
the Loro his God was with him* and 
JL JL magnified Mm exceedingly. Then 
Solomon spake unto all Israel* to the captains 
of thousands and of hundreds* and to the 
judges* and to every governor in all Israel* 
the chief of the fathers. So Solomon* and all 
the congregation with him* went to tide high 
place that was at Gibeon; for there was the 
tabernacle of the congregation of God* which 
Moses the servant of the Loro had made 
in the wilderness. But the ark of God had 
David brought up from Kirjath-jearim to 
the place which David had prepared for it: 
for he had pitched a tent for it at Jerusalem. 
Moreover the brasen altar* that Bezaleel the 
son of Uri* the son of Hur* had made* he 
put before the tabernacle of the Loro: 
and Solomon and the congregation sought 
unto it. And Solomon went up thither 
to the brasen altar before the Loro* which 
was at the tabernacle of the congregation* 
and offered a thousand burnt offerings 
upon it. 

In that night did God appear unto Solo- 
mon* and said unto him. Ask what I shall 
give thee. And Solomon said unto God* 


not reveal the same regrettable features? 

2 Chronicles 1 * 1-17 

Thou hast shewed great mercy unto David 
my father* and hast made me to reign in his 
stead. Now* O Lord God* let thy promise 
unto David my father be established: for 
thou hast made me king over a people like 
the dust of the earth in multitude. Give me 
now wisdom and knowledge* that I may go 
out and come in before this people: for who 
can judge this thy people* that is so great? 
And God said to Solomon* Because this whs 
in thine heart* and thou hast not asked riches* 
wealth* or honour* nor the life of thine 
enemies* neither yet hast asked long life; 
but hast asked wisdom and knowledge for 
thyself* that thou mayest judge my people* 
over whom I have made thee king: wisdom 
and knowledge is granted unto thee* and 
I will give thee riches* and wealth* and 
honour* such as none of the kings have had 
that have been before thee* neither shall 
there any after thee have the like. Then 
Solomon came from his journey to the high 
place that was at Gibeon to Jerusalem* from 
before the tabernacle of the congregation* 
and reigned over Israel. 

And Solomon gathered chariots and horse- 
men: andhehada thousandand four hundred 
chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen* 



which he placed in the chariot cities, and 
with the king at Jerusalem. And the king 
made silver and gold at Jerusalem as plen- 
teous as stones, and cedar trees made he 
as the sycomore trees that are in the vale 
for abundance. And Solomon had horses 
brought out of Egypt, and linen yarn: the 
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king’s merchants received the linen yarn at 
a price. And they fetched up, and brought 
forth out of Egypt a chariot for she hundred 
shekels of silver, and an horse for an hundred 
and fifty; and so brought they out horses for 
all the kings of the Hittites, and for the kings 
of Syria, by their means. 


ISRAEL S FIRST TEMPLE 2 Chronicles 2 , 1 — 9 , 31 

The outstanding difference between Solomon’s Temple and Christian churches is that 
only priests and kings were allowed to enter the building . In those days the altar , used 
solely for the sacrificial offerings, stood before the entrance and the people worshipped 
in the court which surrounded the Sacred Dwelling . The inner chamber of the Temple , 
the Holy of Holies , was small and dark, the secret place of the Most High, and only 
the High Priest on the Day of Atonement was allowed to enter it . Here rested the Ark , 
the symbol of the Divine Presence , and, inside the Ark , the seal of the Divine Covenant 
But there was no statue or sacred image of the Deity , such as was to be found in pagan 
temples . There was nothing to be seen, yet that nothing was everything . 


AND Solomon determined to build an 
house for the name of the Lord, and an 
house for his kingdom. And Solomon told 
out threescore and ten thousand men to bear 
burdens, and fourscore thousand to hew in 
the mountain, and three thousand and six 
hundred to oversee them. ' 

The Workmen and the Material 

And Solomon sent to Huram the king of 
Tyre, saying. As thou didst deal with 
David my father, and didst send him cedars 
to build him an house to dwell therein, even 
so deal with me. Behold, I build an house to 
the name of the Lord my God, to dedicate 
it to him, and to burn before him sweet 
incense, and for the continual shewbread, 
and for the burnt offerings morning and 
evening, on the sabbaths, and on the new 
moons, and on the solemn feasts of the Lord 
our God. This is an ordinance for ever to 
Israel. And the house which I build is great ; 
for great is our God above all gods. But who 
is able to build him an house, seeing the 
heaven and heaven of heavens cannot con- 
tain him? who am I then, that I should build 
him an house, save only to bum sacrifice be- 
fore him? Send me now therefore a man 
cunning to work in gold, and in silver, and 
in brass, and in iron, and in purple, and 
crimson, and blue, and that can skill to grave 
with the cunning men that are with me in 


Judah and in Jerusalem, whom David my 
father did provide. Send me also cedar trees, 
fir trees, and algum trees, out of Lebanon: 
for I know that thy servants can skill to cut 
timber in Lebanon; and, behold, my servants, 
shall be with thy servants, even to prepare 
me timber in abundance : for the house which 
I am about to build shall be wonderful great. 
And, behold, I will give to thy servants, the 
hewers that cut timber, twenty thousand 
measures of beaten wheat, and twenty thou- 
sand measures of barley, and twenty thousand 
baths of wine, and twenty thousand baths 
of oil. 

Then Huram the king of Tyre answered 
in writing, which he sent to Solomon, Be- 
cause the Lord hath loved his people, he 
hath made thee king over them. Huram said 
moreover. Blessed be the Lord God of Is- 
rael, that made heaven and earth, who hath 
given to David the king a wise son, endued 
with prudence and understanding, that might 
build an house for the Lord, and an house 
for his kingdom. And now I have sent a 
cunning man, endued with understanding, 
of Huram my father’s, the son of a woman 
of the daughters of Dan, and his father was 
a man of Tyre, skilful to work in gold, and 
in silver, in brass, in iron, in stone, and in 
timber, in purple, in blue, and in fine linen, 
and in crimson; also to grave any manner of 
graving, and to find out every device which 
shall be put to him, with thy cunning men, 
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and with the cunning men of my lord David 
thy father. Now therefore the wheat, and the 
barley, the oil, and the wine* which my lord 
hath spoken of* let him send unto his serv- 
ants: and we will cut wood out of Lebanon* 
as much as thou shalt need: and we will bring 
it to thee in flotes by sea to Joppa; and thou 
shalt carry it up to Jerusalem. 

And Solomon numbered all the strangers 
that were in the land of Israel* after the 
numbering wherewith David his father had 
numbered them; and they were found an 
hundred and fifty thousand and three thou- 
sand and six hundred. And he set threescore 
and ten thousand of them to be bearers of 
burdens* and fourscore thousand to be hewers 
in the mountain* and three thousand and six 
hundred overseers to set the people a work. 

The Work Begun 

Then Solomon began to build the house 
of the Lord at Jerusalem in mount Moriah* 
where the Lord appeared unto David his 
father* in the place that David had prepared 
in the threshingfloor of Oman the Jebusite. 
And he began to build in the second day of 
the second month* in the fourth year of his 
reign. 

Now these are the things wherein Solomon 
was instructed for the building of the house 
of God. The length by cubits after the first 
measure was threescore cubits* and the 
breadth twenty cubits. And the porch that 
was in the front of the house* the length of 
it was according to the breadth of the house* 
twenty cubits* and the height was an hun- 
dred and twenty: and he overlaid it within 
with pure gold. And the greater house he 
deled with fir tree, which he overlaid with 
fine gold* and set thereon palm trees and 
chains. And he garnished the house with 
predous stones for beauty: and the gold was 
gold of Parvaim. He overlaid also the house* 
the beams* the posts* and the walls thereof* 
and the doors thereof* with gold; and graved 
cherubims on the walls. 

The Most Holy House 

And he made the most holy house* the 
length whereof was according to the breadth 
of the house* twenty cubits* and the breadth 
thereof twenty cubits: and he overlaid it 
with fine gold* amounting to six hundred 


talents. And the weight of the nails was fifty 
shekels of gold. And he overlaid the upper 
chambers with gold. 

And in the most holy house he made two 
cherubims of image work* and overlaid them 
with gold. And the wings of the cherubims 
were twenty cubits long: one wing of the 
one cherub was five cubits* reaching to the 
wall of the house: and the other wing was 
likewise five cubits* reaching to the wing of 
the other cherub. And one wing of the other 
cherub was five cubits* reaching to the wall 
of the house; and the other wing was five 
cubits also* joining to the wing of the other 
cherub. The wings of these cherubims 
spread themselves forth twenty cubits; and 
they stood on their feet* and their faces were 
inward. And he made the vail of blue* and 
purple* and crimson* and fine linen* and 
wrought cherubims thereon. 

At the Threshold 

Also he made before the house two pillars 
of thirty and five cubits high* and the chapiter 
that was on the top of each of them was five 
cubits. And he made chains, as in the oracle* 
and put them on the heads of the pillars; 
and made an hundred pomegranates* and 
put them on the chains. And he reared up 
the pillars before the temple* one on the right 
hand* and the other on the left; and called the 
name of that on the right hand Jachin, and 
the name of that on the left Boaz . 1 

Moreover he made an altar of brass* twenty 
cubits the length thereof* and twenty cubits 
the breadth thereof* and ten cubits the height 
thereof. 

Also he made a molten sea of ten cubits 
from brim to brim* round in compass* and 
five cubits the height thereof; and a line of 
thirty cubits did compass it round about. 
And under it was the similitude of oxen* 
which did compass it round about: ten in a 
cubit* compassing the sea round about. Two 
rows of oxen were cast* when it was cast. 
It stood upon twelve oxen* three looking 
toward the north* and three looking to- 
ward the west* and three looking toward the 
south* and three looking toward the east: 
and the sea was set above upon them* and all 
their hinder parts were inward. And the 
thickness of it was an handbreadth* and the 
brim of it like the work of the brim of a cup* 
with flowers of lilies; and it received and 


1 The two names are translated in the Greek version as Bight and Strength. 
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held three thousand baths. He made also 
ten lavers, and put live on the right hand, 
and live on the left, to wash in them: such 
things as they offered for the burnt offering 
they washed in them; but the sea was for 
the priests to wash in. 

Inside the Temple 

And he made ten candlesticks of gold 
according to their form, and set them in the 
temple, five on the right hand, and five on 
the left. He made also ten tables, and placed 
them in the temple, five on the right side, 
and five on the left. And he made an hun- 
dred basons of gold. Furthermore he made 
the court of the priests, and the great court, 
and doors for the court, and overlaid the 
doors of them with brass. And he set the 
sea on the right side of the east end, over 
against the south. And Huram made the 
pots, and the shovels, and the basons. 

The Work Finished 

And Huram finished the work that he was 
to make for king Solomon for the house of 
God; to wit, the two pillars, and the pom- 
mels, and the chapiters which were on the 
top of the two pillars, and the two wreaths 
to cover the two pommels of the chapiters 
which were on the top of the pillars; and 
four hundred pomegranates on the two 
wreaths; two rows of pomegranates on each 
wreath, to cover the two pommels of the 
chapiters which were upon the pillars. He 
made also bases, and lavers made he upon 
the bases; one sea, and twelve oxen under it. 
The pots also, and the shovels, and the flesh- 
hooks, and all their instruments, did Huram 
his father make to king Solomon for the 
house of the Lord of bright brass. In the 
plain of Jordan did the king cast them, in 
the clay ground between Succoth and Zere- 
dathah. Thus Solomon made all these vessels 
in great abundance: for the weight of the 
brass could not be found out. 

And Solomon made all the vessels that 
were for the house of God, the golden altar 
also, and the tables whereon the shewbread 
was set; moreover the candlesticks with their 
lamps, that they should burn after the man- 
ner before the oracle, of pure gold; and the 
flowers, and the lamps, and the tongs, made 
he of gold, and that perfect gold; and the 
snuffers, and the basons, and the spoons, and 
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the censers, of pure gold: and the entry of 
the house, the inner doors thereof for the 
most holy place, and the doors of the house 
of the temple, were of gold. 

Thus all the work that Solomon made for 
the house of the Lord was finished: and 
Solomon brought in ail the things that David 
his father had dedicated; and the silver, 
and the gold, and all the instruments, put 
he among the treasures of the house of God. 

Bringing up the Ark 

Then Solomon assembled the elders of 
Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the 
chief of the fathers of the children of Israel, 
unto Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord out of the city of David, 
which is Zion. Wherefore all the men of 
Israel assembled themselves unto the king in 
the feast which was in the seventh month. 
And all the elders of Israel came; and the 
Levites took up the ark. And they brought 
up the ark, and the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, and all the holy vessels that were 
in the tabernacle, these did the priests and 
the Levites bring up. Also king Solomon, 
and all the congregation of Israel that were 
assembled unto him before the ark, sacrificed 
sheep and oxen, which could not be told nor 
numbered for multitude. And the priests 
brought in the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord unto his place, to the oracle of the 
house, into the most holy place, even under 
the wings of the cherubims : for the cheru- 
bims spread forth their wings over the place 
of the ark, and the cherubims covered the 
ark and the staves thereof above. And they 
drew out the staves of the ark, that the ends 
of the staves were seen from the ark before 
the oracle; but they were not seen without. 
And there it is unto this day. There was 
nothing in the ark save the two tables which 
Moses put therein at Horeb, when the Lord 
made a covenant with the children of Israel, 
when they came out of Egypt. 

And it came to pass, when the priests were 
come out of the holy place: (for all the priests 
that were present were sanctified, and did not 
then wait by course : also the Levites which 
were the singers, all of them of Asaph, of He- 
man, of Jeduthun, with their sons and their 
brethren, being arrayed in white linen, hav- 
ing cymbals and psalteries and harps, stood 
at the east end of the altar, and with them 
an hundred and twenty priests sounding 
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with trumpets:) it came even to pass, as 
the trumpeters and singers were as one, to 
make one sound to be heard in praising and 
thanking the Lord; and when they lifted up 
their voice with the trumpets and cymbals 
and instruments of musick, and praised the 
Lord, saying. For he is good; for his mercy 
endureth for ever: that then the house was 
filled with a cloud, even the house of the 
Lord; so that the priests could not stand 
to minister by reason of the cloud: for the 
glory of the Lord had filled the house of 
God. 

The Blessing 

Then said Solomon, The Lord hath said 
that he would dwell in the thick darkness. 
But I have built an house of habitation for 
thee, and a place for thy dwelling for ever. 
And the king turned his face, and blessed 
the whole congregation of Israel: and all 
the congregation of Israel stood. 

And he said. Blessed be the Lord God of 
Israel, who hath with his hands fulfilled that 
which he spake with his mouth to my father 
David, saying, Since the day that I brought 
forth my people out of the land of Egypt I 
chose no city among all the tribes of Israel 
to build an house in, that my name might be 
there; neither chose I any man to be a ruler 
over my people Israel: but I have chosen 
Jerusalem, that my name might be there; and 
have chosen David to be over my people 
Israel. Now it was in the heart of David 
my father to build anhouse for the name of the 
Lord God of Israel. But the Lord said to 
David my father, Forasmuch as it was in thine 
heart to build an house for my name, thou 
didst well in that it was in thine heart: notwith- 
standing thou shalt not build the house; but 
thy son which shall come forth out of thy 
loins, he shall build the house for my name. 
The Lord therefore hath performed his word 
that he hath spoken: for I am risen up in the 
room of David my father, and am set on the 
throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, and 
have built the house for the name of the 
Lord God of Israel. And in it have I put the 
ark, 1 wherein is the covenant of the Lord, 
that he made with the children of Israel. 


The Prayer of Consecration 

And he stood before the altar of the Lord 
in the presence of all the congregation of 
Israel, and spread forth his hands: for Solo- 
mon had made a brasen scaffold, of five cubits 
long, and five cubits broad, and three cubits 
high, and had set it in the midst of the court: 
and upon it he stood, and kneeled down 
upon his knees before all the congregation 
of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward 
heaven, and said, O Lord God of Israel, 
there is no God like thee in the heaven, nor 
in the earth; which keepest-, covenant, and 
shewest mercy unto thy servants, that walk 
before thee with ail their hearts: thou which 
hast kept with thy servant David my father 
that which thou hast promised him; and 
spakest with thy mouth, and hast fulfilled it 
with thine hand, as it is this day. Now there- 
fore, O Lord God of Israel, keep with thy 
servant David my father that which thou 
hast promised him, saying, There shall not 
fail thee a man in my sight to sit upon the 
throne of Israel; yet so that thy children take 
heed to their way to walk in my law, as thou 
hast walked before me. Now then, O Lord 
God of Israel, let thy word be verified, which 
thou hast spoken unto thy servant David. 

But will God in very deed dwell with men 
on the earth? behold, heaven and the heaven 
of heavens cannot contain thee; how much 
less this house which I have built! Have 
respect therefore to the prayer of thy servant, 
and to his supplication, O Lord my God, to 
hearken unto the cry and the prayer which 
thy servant prayeth before thee: that thine 
eyes may be open upon this house day and 
night, upon the place whereof thou hast said 
that thou wouldest put thy name there; to 
hearken unto the prayer which thy servant 
prayeth toward this place. Hearken therefore 
unto the supplications of thy servant, and of 
thy people Israel, which they shall make to- 
ward this place: hear thou from thy dwell- 
ing place, even from heaven; and when thou 
hearest, forgive. 

If a man sin against his neighbour, and an 
oath be laid upon him to make him swear, 
and the oath come before thine altar in this 
house; then hear thou from heaven, and do. 


1 Just as we have not one but many ideas of a church, so we find in the Bible different conceptions of the 
Temple. It is so with the Ark. In the popular mind the Ark signified the presence of God, an idea which 
is preserved in the description of the Temple as the ‘House of the Lord’. Later, when men thought of the 
Lord’s House as the focus of national worship, a religious institution, then ‘Temple* was a more suitable 
word. 


THERE IS A HOUSE OF THE LORD IN EVERY VALLEY OF WALES 


For size and grandeur they will not bear comparison with the pile of buildings which 
Solomon raised , but in these plain and simple places of worship y dotted all over the 
Principality, there is a revelation of greater glory than that which filled IsraePs Temple. 
And this applies to every church and chapel in Christendom . 


and judge thy servants, by requiting the 
wicked, by recompensing his way upon his 
own head; and by justifying the righteous, 
by giving him according to his righteousness. 

And if thy people Israel be put to the 
worse before the enemy, because they have 
sinned against thee; and shall return and 
confess thy name, and pray and make suppli- 
cation before thee in this house; then hear 
thou from the heavens, and forgive the sin 
of thy people Israel, and bring them again 
unto the land which thou gavest to them and 
to their fathers. 

When the heaven is shut up, and there is 
no rain, because they have sinned against 
thee; yet if they pray toward this place, and 
confess thy name, and turn from their sin, 
when thou dost afflict them; then hear thou 
from heaven, and forgive the sin of thy serv- 
ants, and of thy people Israel, when thou 
hast taught them the good way, wherein they 
should walk; and send rain upon thy land, 
which thou hast given unto thy people for 
an inheritance. 

If there be dearth in the land, if there be 
pestilence, if there be blasting, or mildew, 
locusts, or caterpillers ; if their enemies be- 


siege them in the cities of their land; what- 
soever sore or whatsoever sickness there be : 
then what prayer or what supplication soever 
shall be made of any man, or of all thy people 
Israel, when every one shall know his own 
sore and his own grief, and shall spread forth 
his hands in this house; then hear thou from 
heaven thy dwelling place, and forgive, and 
render unto every man according unto all his 
ways, whose heart thou knowest; (for thou 
only knowest the hearts of the children of 
men :) that they may fear thee, to walk in thy 
ways, so long as they live in the land which 
thou gavest unto our fathers. 

Moreover concerning the stranger, which 
is not of thy people Israel, but is come from 
a far country for thy great name’s sake, and 
thy mighty hand, and thy stretched out arm; 
if they come and pray in this house; then 
hear thou from the heavens, even from thy 
dwelling place, and do according to all that 
the stranger calleth to thee for ; that all people 
of the earth may know thy name, and fear 
thee, as doth thy people Israel, and may 
know that this house which I have built is 
called by thy name. 

If thy people go out to war against their 
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enemies by the way that thou shalt send 
them, and they , pray unto thee toward this 
city which thou hast chosen, and the house 
which I have built for thy name; then hear 
thou from the heavens their prayer and their 
supplication, and maintain their cause. 

If they sin against thee, (for there is no 
man which sinneth not,) and thou be angry 
with them, and deliver them over before 
their . enemies, and they carry them away 
captives unto a land far off or near; yet if 
they bethink themselves in the land whither 
they are carried captive, and turn and pray 
unto thee in the land of their captivity, say- 
ing, We have sinned, we have done amiss, 
and have dealt wickedly; if they return to 
thee with all their heart and with all their 
soul in the land of their captivity, whither 
they have carried them captives, and pray 
toward their land, which thou gavest unto 
their fathers, and toward the city which thou 
hast chosen, and toward the house which 
I have built for thy name: then hear thou 
from the heavens, even from thy dwelling 
place, their prayer and their supplications, 
and maintain their cause, and forgive thy 
people which have sinned against thee. 

Now, my God, let, I beseech thee, thine 
eyes be open, and let thine ears be attent 
unto the prayer that is made in this place. 
Now therefore arise, O Lord God, into thy 
resting place, thou, and the ark of thy 
strength: let thy priests, O Lord God, be 
clothed with salvation, and let thy saints 
rejoice in goodness. O Lord God, turn not 
away the face of thine anointed: remember 
the mercies of David thy servant. 

Now when Solomon had made an end of 
praying, the fire came down from heaven, 
and consumed the burnt offering and the 
sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord filled 
the house. And the priests could not enter 
into the house of the Lord, because the 
glory of the Lord had filled the Lord’s house. 
And when all the children of Israel saw how 
the fire came down, and the glory of the Lord 
upon the house, they bowed themselves with 
their faces to the ground upon the pavement, 
and worshipped, and praised the Lord, say- 
ing, For he is good; for his mercy endureth 
for ever. 

The Sacrificial Offering 

Then the king and all the people offered 
sacrifices before the Lord. And king Solo- 


mon offered a sacrifice of twenty and two 
thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty 
thousand sheep: so the king and all the 
people dedicated the house of God, And the 
priests waited on their offices: the Levites 
also with instruments of musick of the Lord, 
which David the king had made to praise the 
Lord, because his mercy endureth for ever, 
when David praised by their ministry; and 
the priests sounded trumpets before them, 
and all Israel stood. Moreover Solomon 
hallowed the middle of the court that was 
before the house of the Lord : for there he 
offered burnt offerings, and the fat of the 
peace offerings, because the brasen altar 
which Solomon had made was not able to 
receive the burnt offerings, and the meat 
offerings, and the fat. 

Dedication of the Altar 

Also at the same time Solomon kept the 
feast seven days, and all Israel with him, 
a very great congregation, from the entering 
in of Hamath unto the river of Egypt. And 
in the eighth day they made a solemn assem- 
bly: for they kept the dedication of the altar 
seven days, and the feast seven days. And on 
the three and twentieth day of the seventh 
month he sent the people away into their 
tents, glad and merry in heart for the good- 
ness that the Lord had shewed unto David, 
and to Solomon, and to Israel his people. 

The Promise of God 

Thus Solomon finished the house of the 
Lord, and the king’s house: and all that 
came into Solomon’s heart to make in the 
house of the Lord, and in his own house, 
he prosperously effected. And the Lord 
appeared to Solomon by night, and said unto 
him, I have heard thy prayer, and have chosen 
this place to myself for an house of sacrifice. 
If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, 
or if I command the locusts to devour the 
land, or if I send pestilence among my people ; 
if my people, which are called by my name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek 
my face, and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from heaven, and will for- 
give their sin, and will heal their land. Now 
mine eyes shall be open, and mine ears attent 
unto the prayer that is made in this place. 
For now have I chosen and sanctified this 
house, that my name may be there for ever: 


and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there 
perpetually. And as for thee., if thou wilt 
walk before me, as David thy father walked, 
and do according to all that I have com- 
manded thee, and shalt observe my statutes 
and my judgments; then will I stablish the 
throne of thy kingdom, according as I have 
covenanted with David thy father, saying, 
There shall not fail thee a man to be ruler 
in Israel. 

But if ye turn away, and forsake my statutes 
and my commandments, which I have set 
before you, and shall go and serve other gods, 
and worship them; then will I pluck them 
up by the roots out of my land which I have 
given them; and this house, which I have 
sanctified for my name, will I cast out of my 
sight, and will make it to be a proverb and a 
byword among all nations. And this house, 
which is high, shall be an astonishment to 
every one that passeth by it; so that he shall 
say, Why hath the Lord done thus unto this 
land, and unto this house? And it shall be 
answered. Because they forsook the Lord 
God of their fathers, which brought them 
forth out of the land of Egypt, and laid hold 
on other gods, and worshipped them, and 
served them: therefore hath he brought all 
this evil upon them* 

Solomon’s Other Buildings 

And it came to pass at the end of twenty 
years, wherein Solomon had built the house 
of the Lord, and his own house, that the 
cities which Huram had restored to Solomon, 
Solomon built them, and caused the children 
of Israel to dwell there. 

And Solomon went to Hamath-zobah, and 
prevailed against it. And he built Tadmor 
in the wilderness, and all the store cities, 
which he built in Hamath. Also he built 
Beth-horon the upper, and Beth-horon the 
nether, fenced cities, with walls, gates, and 
bars ; and Baalath, and all the store cities that 
Solomon had, and all the chariot cities, and 
the cities of the horsemen, and all that Solo- 
mon desired to build in Jerusalem, and in 
Lebanon, and throughout all the land of his 
dominion. 

As for all the people that were left of the 
Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Periz- 
zites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, 
which were not of Israel, but of their chil- 
dren, who were left after them in the land, 
whom the children of Israel consumed not. 
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them did Solomon make to pay tribute until 
this day. But of the children of Israel did 
Solomon make no servants for his work; 
but they were men of war, and chief of his 
captains, and captains of his chariots and 
horsemen. And these were the chief of king 
Solomon’s officers, even two hundred and 
fifty, that bare rule over the people. 

And Solomon brought up the daughter of 
Pharaoh out of the city of David unto the 
house that he had built for her; for he said. 
My wife shall not dwell in the house of David 
king of Israel, because the places are holy, 
whereunto the ark of the Lord hath come. 

The Temple Services 

Then Solomon offered burnt offerings 
unto the Lord on the altar of the Lord, 
which he had built before the porch, even 
after a certain rate every day, offering accord- 
ing to the commandment of Moses, on the 
sabbaths, and on the new moons, and on the 
solemn feasts, three times in the year, even 
in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the 
feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles. 

And he appointed, according to the order 
of David his father, the courses of the priests 
to their service, and the Levites to their 
charges, to praise and minister before the 
priests, as the duty of every day required: the 
porters also by their courses at every gate: 
for so had David the man of God com- 
manded. And they departed not from the 
commandment of the king unto the priests 
and Levites concerning any matter, or con- 
cerning the treasures. 

Now all the work of Solomon was prepared 
unto the day of the foundation of the house 
of the Lord, and until it was finished. So 
the house of the Lord was perfected. 

Merchant Ships 

Then went Solomon to Ezion-geber, and 
to Eloth, at the sea side in the land of Edom. 
And Huram sent him by the hands of his 
servants ships, and servants that had know- 
ledge of the sea; and they went with the 
servants of Solomon to Ophir, and took 
thence four hundred and fifty talents of gold, 
and brought them to king Solomon. 

Visit of the Queen of Sheha 

And when the queen of Sheba heard of 
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the fame of Solomon* she came to prove 
Solomon with hard questions at Jerusalem* 
with a very great company* and camels that 
bare spices* and gold in abundance* and 
precious stones: and when she was come to 
Solomon* she communed with him of all that 
was in her heart. And Solomon told her all 
her questions: and there was nothing hid 
from Solomon which he told her not. And 
when the queen of Sheba had seen the wis- 
dom of Solomon* and the house that he had 
built* and the meat of his table* and the sit- 
ting of his servants* and the attendance of his 
ministers* and their apparel; his cupbearers 
also* and their apparel; and his ascent by 
which he went up into the house of the Lord ; 
there was no more spirit in her. And she 
said to the king* It was a true report which I 
heard in mine own land of thine acts* and of 
thy wisdom: howbeit I believed not their 
words* until I came* and mine eyes had seen 
it: and* behold* the one half of the greatness 
of thy wisdom was not told me: for thou 
exceedest the fame that I heard. Happy are 
thy men* and happy are these thy servants* 
which stand continually before thee* and hear 
thy wisdom. Blessed be the Lord thy God* 
which delighted in thee to set thee on his 
throne* to be king for the Lord thy God: 
because thy God loved Israel* to establish 
them for ever* therefore made he thee king 
over them* to do judgment and justice. 

And she gave the king an hundred and 
twenty talents of gold* and of spices great 
abundance* and precious stones: neither was 
there any such spice as the queen of Sheba 
gave king Solomon. And the servants also 
of Huram* and the servants of Solomon* 
which brought gold from Ophir* brought 
algum trees and precious stones. And the 
king made of the algum trees terraces to the 
house of the Lord* and to the king’s palace* 
and harps and psalteries for singers: and 
there were none such seen before in the land 
of Judah. And king Solomon gave to the 
queen of Sheba ah her desire* whatsoever 
she asked* beside that which she had brought 
unto the king. So she turned* and went away 
to her own land* she and her servants. 

Now the weight of gold that came to Solo- 
mon in one year was six hundred and three- 
score and six talents of gold; beside that 
which chapmen and merchants brought. 
And all the kings of Arabia and governors 
of the country brought gold and silver to 
Solomon. 


Riches and Wisdom 

And king Solomon made two hundred 
targets of beaten gold: six hundred shekels 
of beaten gold went to one target. And three 
hundred shields made he of beaten gold: 
three hundred shekels of gold went to one 
shield. And the king put them in the house 
of the forest of Lebanon. Moreover the king 
made a great throne of ivory* and overlaid 
it with pure gold. And there were six steps 
to the throne* with a footstool of gold* which 
were fastened to the throne* and stays on 
each side of the sitting place* and two lions 
standing by the stays : and twelve lions stood 
there on the one side and on the other upon 
the six steps. There was not the like made 
in any kingdom. And all the drinking vessels 
of king Solomon were of gold* and all the 
vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon 
were of pure gold : none were of silver; it was 
not any thing accounted of in the days of 
Solomon. For the king’s ships went to Tar- 
shish with the servants of Huram: every 
three years once came the ships of Tarshish 
bringing gold* and silver* ivory* and apes* 
and peacocks. 

And king Solomon passed all the kings of 
the earth in riches and wisdom. And all the 
kings of the earth sought the presence of 
Solomon* to hear his wisdom* that God had 
put in his heart. And they brought every 
man his present* vessels of silver* and vessels 
of gold* and raiment* harnses* and spices* 
horses* and mules* a rate year by year. And 
Solomon had four thousand stalls for horses 
and chariots* and twelve thousand horsemen; 
whom he bestowed in the chariot cities* and 
with the king at Jerusalem. And he reigned 
over all the kings from the river even unto 
the land of the Philistines* and to the border 
of Egypt. And the king made silver in Jeru- 
salem as stones* and cedar trees made he as 
the sycomore trees that are in the low plains 
in abundance. And they brought unto Solo- 
mon horses out of Egypt* and out of all lands. 

Now the rest of the acts of Solomon* first 
and last* are they not written in the book 
of Nathan the prophet* and in the prophecy 
of Ahijah the Shilonite* and in the visions of 
Iddo the seer against Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat? And Solomon reigned in Jerusalem 
over all Israel forty years. And Solomon 
slept with his fathers* and he was buried in 
the city of David his father: and Rehoboam 
his son reigned in his stead. 


WHERE THE TEMPLE STANDS 

THIS IS THE WORLD WE ASK GOD TO DWELL IN 
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We look at the world either in these pages or in newspapers that day hy day bring it 
before our eyes , and would for shame hide ourselves from Him who dwells among us, 
and whose house stands in our street * Surely nothing but our need and His amazing 
love keeps Him still with us, our Hope and ultimate Salvation* There are good men 
and women, as the story tells, who know His will and are seeking to fulfil it, who know 
His promises and are striving with Him to get mankind to lay hold upon them; but how 
slowly the work goes on* Century follows century and still our civilization shows the 
same shameful traits of character as make these pages of history a realistic picture of 
life's bitter tragedy. The Temple is hardly finished when strife breaks out in the 
street among those who are brothers in the household of faith, who had joined hands 
in building the Divine Abode, and who, in the Sacred Presence of the Eternal God s 
had learned together the way of life. 


AND Rehoboam went to Shechem: 

f\ for to Shechem were all Israel 
f \ come to make him king. And it 
JL JL came to pass, when Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, who was in Egypt, whither 
he had fled from the presence of Solomon 
the king, heard it, that Jeroboam returned 
out of Egypt. And they sent and called him. 
So Jeroboam and all Israel came and spake 
to Rehoboam, saying. Thy father made our 
yoke grievous : now therefore ease thou some- 
what the grievous servitude of thy father, and 
his heavy yoke that he put upon us, and we 
will serve thee. And he said unto them, 
Come again unto me after three days. And 
the people departed. 

And king Rehoboam took counsel with 
the old men that had stood before Solomon 
his father while he yet lived, saying, What 
counsel give ye me to return answer to this 
people? And they spake unto him, saying. If 
thou be kind to this people, and please them, 
and speak good words to them, they will be 
thy servants for ever. But he forsook the 
counsel which the old men gave him, and 
took counsel with the young men that were 
brought up with him, that stood before him. 
And he said unto them. What advice give ye 
that we may return answer to this people, 
which have spoken to me, saying, Ease some- 
what the yoke that thy father did put upon 


us ? And the young men that were brought 
up with him spake unto him, saying. Thus 
shalt thou answer the people that spake unto 
thee, saying. Thy father made our yoke 
heavy, but make thou it somewhat lighter for 
us; thus shalt thou say unto them. My little 
finger shall be thicker than my father’s loins. 
For whereas my father put a heavy yoke 
upon you, I will put more to your yoke: 
my father chastised you with whips, but I 
will chastise you with scorpions. 

So Jeroboam and all the people came to 
Rehoboam on the third day, as the king 
bade, saying, Come again to me on the third 
day. And the king answered them roughly; 
and king Rehoboam forsook the counsel of 
the old men, and answered them after the 
advice of the young men, saying. My father 
made your yoke heavy, but I will add there- 
to : my father chastised you with whips, but 
I will chastise you with scorpions. So the 
king hearkened not unto the people: for the 
cause was of God, that the Lord might per- 
form his word, which he spake by the hand of 
Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat. 

And when all Israel saw that the king 
would not hearken unto them, the people an- 
swered the king, saying. What portion have 
we in David ? and we have none inheritance 
in the son of Jesse: every man to your tents, 
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O Israel; and now, David, see to thine own 
house* So all Israel went to their tents. But 
as for the children of Israel that dwelt in the 
cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over 
them* Then king Rehoboam sent Hadoram 
that was over the tribute ; and the children of 
Israel stoned him with stones, that he died. 
But king Rehoboam made speed to get him 
up to his chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. And 
Israel rebelled against the house of David 
unto this day. 

The War Spirit 

And when Rehoboam was come to Jeru- 
salem, he gathered of the house of Judah 
and Benjamin an hundred and fourscore 
thousand chosen men, which were warriors, 
to fight against Israel, that he might bring 
the kingdom again to Rehoboam. But the 
word of the Lord came to Shemaiah the man 
of God, saying. Speak unto Rehoboam the 
son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all 
Israel in Judah and Benjamin, saying, Thus 
saith the Lord, Ye shall not go up, nor fight 
against your brethren: return every man to 
his house: for this thing is done of me. And 
they obeyed the words of the Lord, and 
returned from going against Jeroboam. 

And Rehoboam dwelt in Jerusalem, and 
built cities for defence in Judah. He built 
even Beth-lehem, and Etam, and Tekoa, and 
Beth-zur, and Shoco, and Adullam, and 
Gath, and Mareshah, and Ziph, and Ado- 
raim, and Lachish, and Azekah, and Zorah, 
and Aijalon, and Hebron, which are in Judah 
and in Benjamin fenced cities. And he forti- 
fied the strong holds, and put captains in 
them, and store of victual, and of oil and 
wine. And in every several city he put shields 
and spears, and made them exceeding strong, 
having Judah and Benjamin on his side. 

And the priests and the Levites that were 
in all Israel resorted to him out of all their 
coasts. For the Levites left their suburbs 
and their possession, and came to Judah and 
Jerusalem: for Jeroboam and his sons had 
cast them off from executing the priest’s 
office unto the Lord: and he ordained him 
priests for the high places, and for the devils, 
and for the calves which he had made. And 
after them out of all the tribes of Israel such 
as set their hearts to seek the Lord God of 
Israel came to Jerusalem, to sacrifice unto 
the Lord God of their fathers. So they 
strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and 


made Rehoboam the son of Solomon strong, 
three years; for three years they walked in 
the way of David and Solomon. 

And Rehoboam took him Mahalath the 
daughter of Jerimoth the son of David to 
wife, and Abihail the daughter of Eliab the 
son of Jesse; which bare him children; Jeush, 
and Shamariah, and Zaham. And after her 
he took Maachah the daughter of Absalom; 
which bare him Abijah, and Attai, and Ziza, 
and Shelomith. And Rehoboam loved Maa- 
chah the daughter of Absalom above all his 
wives and his concubines : (for he took 
eighteen wives, and threescore concubines; 
and begat twenty and eight sons, and three- 
score daughters.) And Rehoboam made Abi- 
jah the son of Maachah the chief, to be ruler 
among his brethren : for he thought to make 
him king. And he dealt wisely, and dispersed 
of all his children throughout all the coun- 
tries of Judah and Benjamin, unto every 
fenced city: and he gave them victual in 
abundance. And he desired many wives. 

And it came to pass, when Rehoboam had 
established the kingdom, and had strength- 
ened himself, he forsook the law of the Lord, 
and all Israel with him. And it came to pass, 
that in the fifth year of king Rehoboam 
Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jeru- 
salem, because they had transgressed against 
the Lord, with twelve hundred chariots, 
and threescore thousand horsemen : and the 
people were without number that came with 
him out of Egypt; the Lubims, the Sukkiims, 
and the Ethiopians. And he took the fenced 
cities which pertained to Judah, and came to 
Jerusalem. 

The Word of the Lord 

Then came Shemaiah the prophet to Reho- 
boam, and to the princes of Judah, that were 
gathered together to Jerusalem because of 
Shishak, and said unto them. Thus saith the 
Lord, Ye have forsaken me, and therefore 
have I also left you in the hand of Shishak. 
Whereupon the princes of Israel and the 
king humbled themselves; and they said. 
The Lord is righteous. And when the Lord 
saw that they humbled themselves, the word 
of the Lord came to Shemaiah, saying, They 
have humbled themselves; therefore I will 
not destroy them, but I will grant them some 
deliverance; and my wrath shall not be 
poured out upon Jerusalem by the hand of 
Shishak. Nevertheless they shall be his serv- 
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ants; that they may know my service, and 
the service of the kingdoms of the countries. 

The Temple Robbed 

So Shishak king of Egypt came up against 
Jerusalem., and took away the treasures of the 
house of the Lord, and the treasures of the 
king’s house; he took all: he carried away 
also the shields of gold which Solomon had 
made. Instead of which king Rehoboam 
made shields of brass, and committed them 
to the hands of the chief of the guard, that 
kept the entrance of the king’s house. And 
when the king entered into the house of 
the Lord, the guard came and fetched them, 
and brought them again into the guard 
chamber. And when he humbled himself, 
the wrath of the Lord turned from him, that 
he would not destroy him altogether: and 
also in Judah things went well. 

So king Rehoboam strengthened himself 
in Jerusalem, and reigned: for Rehoboam 
was one and forty years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned seventeen years in 
Jerusalem, the city which the Lord had 
chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to put 
his name there. And his mother’s name was 
Naamah an Ammonitess. And he did evil, 
because he prepared not his heart to seek 
the Lord. 

Now the acts of Rehoboam, first and last, 
are they not written in the book of Shemaiah 
the prophet, and of Iddo the seer concern- 
ing genealogies? And there were wars be- 
tween Rehoboam and Jeroboam continually. 
And Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and 
was buried in the city of David: and Abijah 
his son reigned in his stead. 

An Appeal to Israel 

Now in the eighteenth year of king Jero- 
boam began Abijah to reign over Judah. 
He reigned three years in Jerusalem. His 
mother’s name also was Michaiah the daugh- 
ter of Uriel of Gibeah. And there was war 
between Abijah and Jeroboam. And Abijah 
set the battle in array with an army of valiant 
men of war, even four hundred thousand 
chosen men: Jeroboam also set the battle in 
array against him with eight hundred thou- 
sand chosen men, being mighty men of 
valour. 

And Abijah stood up upon mount Zema- 
raim, which is in mount Ephraim, and said. 
Hear me, thou Jeroboam, and all Israel; 
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ought ye not to know that the Lord God of 
Israel gave the kingdom over Israel to David 
for ever, even to him and to his sons by a 
covenant of salt? Yet Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, the servant of Solomon the son of 
David, is risen up, and hath rebelled against 
his lord. And there are gathered unto him 
vain men, the children of Belial, and have 
strengthened themselves against Rehoboam 
the son of Solomon, when Rehoboam was 
young and tenderhearted, and could not 
withstand them. And now ye think to with- 
stand the kingdom of the Lord in the hand 
of the sons of David; and ye be a great multi- 
tude, and there are with you golden calves, 
which Jeroboam made you for gods. Have 
ye not cast out the priests of the Lord, the 
sons of Aaron, and the Levites, and have 
made you priests after the manner of the 
nations of other lands ? so that whosoever 
cometh to consecrate himself with a young 
bullock and seven rams, the same may be a 
priest of them that are no gods. But as for 
us, the Lord is our God, and we have not 
forsaken him ; and the priests, which minis- 
ter unto the Lord, are the sons of Aaron, and 
the Levites wait upon their business: and 
they burn unto the Lord every morning 
and every evening burnt sacrifices and sweet 
incense: the shewbread also set they in 
order upon the pure table ; and the candle- 
stick of gold with the lamps thereof, to burn 
every evening: for we keep the charge of the 
Lord our God; but ye have forsaken him. 
And, behold, God himself is with us for our 
captain, and his priests with sounding trum- 
pets to cry alarm against you. O children of 
Israel, fight ye not against the Lord God 
of your fathers ; for ye shall not prosper. 

But Jeroboam caused an ambushment to 
come about behind them: so they were be- 
fore Judah, and the ambushment was behind 
them. And when Judah looked back, behold, 
the battle was before and behind: and they 
cried unto the Lord, and the priests sounded 
with the trumpets. Then the men of Judah 
gave a shout: and as the men of Judah 
shouted, it came to pass, that God smote 
Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and 
Judah. And the children of Israel fled before 
Judah: and God delivered them into their 
hand. And Abijah and his people slew them 
with a great slaughter: so there fell down 
slain of Israel five hundred thousand chosen 
men. Thus the children of Israel were 
brought under at that time, and the children 
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of Judah prevailed, because they relied upon 
the Lord God of their fathers. And Abijah 
pursued after Jeroboam, and took cities from 
him, Beth-ei with the towns thereof, and Je~ 
shanah with the towns thereof, and Ephrain 
with the towns thereof. Neither did Jer- 
oboam recover strength again in the days 


of Abijah: and the Lord struck him, and he 
died. But Abijah waxed mighty, and married 

fourteen wives, and begat twenty and two 
sons, and sixteen daughters. And the rest 
of the acts of Abijah, and his ways, and his 
sayings, are written in the story of the pro- 
phet Iddo. 


INTRIGUE AND INJUSTICE 2 Chronicles 14, 1 — 20, 37 

During the sixty years or so, covered hy the following chapters, the strife between Judah 
and Israel has lost some of its bitterness , but deep-rooted suspicions remain . The land 
is quiet, and it looks as if men are becoming more conscious of God and His presence 
among them . But beneath the surface of these more peaceful and prosperous years other 
influences are at work threatening this divine relationship . The Chronicler at this 
stage of his record and later in his book , introduces, as the Lord’s revealing servant , 
a prophet or seer who brings these hidden dangers into the light . Here it is intrigue, 
secret and unworthy alliances, that show a lack of confidence in God, and dishonour His 
Name . Apparently this spirit of intrigue, bribery, and corruption was endangering the 
social as well as the political life of the people, for special judges and strict legislation 
were required to deal with it. 


SO Abijah slept with his fathers, and they 
buried him in the city of David: and Asa 
his son reigned in his stead. In his days the 
land was quiet ten years. And Asa did that 
which was good and right in the eyes of the 
Lord his God: for he took away the altars 
of the strange gods, and the high places, and 
brake down the images, and cut down the 
groves : and commanded Judah to seek the 
Lord God of their fathers, and to do the law 
and the commandment. Also he took away 
out of all the cities of Judah the high places 
and the images : and the kingdom was quiet 
before him. And he built fenced cities in 
Judah: for the land had rest, and he had no 
war in those years; because the Lord had 
given him rest. Therefore he said unto Ju- 
dah, Let us build these cities, and make 
about them walls, and towers, gates, and bars, 
while the land is yet before us ; because we 
have sought the Lord our God, we have 
sought him, and he hath given us rest on 
every side. So they built and prospered. 
And Asa had an army of men that bare tar- 
gets and spears, out of Judah three hundred 
thousand; and out of Benjamin, that bare 
shields and drew bows, two hundred and 
fourscore thousand: all these were mighty 
men of valour. 

And there came out against them Zerah 
the Ethiopian with an host of a thousand 


thousand, and three hundred chariots; and 
came unto Mareshah. Then Asa went out 
against him, and they set the battle in array 
in the valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. And 
Asa cried unto the Lord his God, and said. 
Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, whether 
with many, or with them that have no power : 
help us, O Lord our God; for we rest on 
thee, and in thy name we go against this 
multitude. O Lord, thou art our God; let 
not man prevail against thee. So the Lord 
smote the Ethiopians before Asa, and be- 
fore Judah; and the Ethiopians fled. And 
Asa and the people that were with him pur- 
sued them unto Gerar: and the Ethiopians 
were overthrown, that they could not recover 
themselves; for they were destroyed before 
the Lord, and before his host; and they 
carried away very much spoil. And they 
smote all the cities round about Gerar; for 
the fear of the Lord came upon them; and 
they spoiled all the cities; for there was ex- 
ceeding much spoil in them. They smote 
also the tents of cattle, and carried away 
sheep and camels in abundance, and returned 
to Jerusalem. 

The Spirit of God 

And the Spirit of God came upon Azariah 
the son of Oded : and he went out to meet 
Asa, and said unto him. Hear ye me, Asa, 


and all Judah and Benjamin; The Lord is 
with you* while ye be with him; and if ye 
seek him* he will be found of you; but if ye 
forsake him* he will forsake you. Now for 
a long season Israel hath been without the 
true God* and without a teaching priest* and 
without law. But when they in their trouble 
did turn unto the Lord God of Israel* and 
sought him* he was found of them. And in 
those times there was no peace to him that 
went out* nor to him that came in* but great 
vexations were upon all the inhabitants of 
the countries. And nation was destroyed 
of nation* and city of city: for God did vex 
them with all adversity. Be ye strong there- 
fore* and let not your hands be weak : for your 
work shall be rewarded. 

And when Asa heard these words* and the 
prophecy of Oded the prophet* he took 
courage* and put away the abominable idols 
out of all the land of Judah and Benjamin* 
and out of the cities which he had taken from 
mount Ephraim* and renewed the altar of the 
Lord* that was before the porch of the Lord. 
And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin* 
and the strangers with them out of Ephraim 
and Manasseh* and out of Simeon: for they 
fell to him out of Israel in abundance* when 
they saw that the Lord his God was with 
him. So they gathered themselves together 
at Jerusalem in the third month* in the 
fifteenth year of the reign of Asa. And they 
offered unto the Lord the same time* of the 
spoil which they had brought* seven hun- 
dred oxen and seven thousand sheep. And 
they entered into a covenant to seek the Lord 
G od of their fathers with all their heart and 
with all their soul ; that whosoever would not 
seek the Lord God of Israel should be put 
to death* whether small or great* whether 
man or woman. And they sware unto the 
Lord with a loud voice* and with shouting* 
and with trumpets* and with comets. And 
all Judah rejoiced at the oath: for they had 
sworn with all their heart* and sought him 
with their whole desire; and he was found 
of them: and the Lord gave them rest round 
about. 

The Mother of Asa 

And also concerning Maachah the mother 
of Asa the king* he removed her from being 
queen* because she had made an idol in a 
grove: and Asa cut down her idol* and 
stamped it* and burnt it at the brook Kidron. 
But the high places were not taken away out 
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of Israel: nevertheless the heart of Asa was 
perfect all his days. And he brought into 
the house of God the things that his father 
had dedicated* and that he himself had 
dedicated* silver* and gold* and vessels. And 
there was no more war unto the five and 
thirtieth year of the reign of Asa. 

Intrigue 

In the six and thirtieth year of the reign 
of Asa Baasha king of Israel came up against 
Judah* and built Ramah* to the intent that 
he might let none go out or come in to Asa 
king of Judah. Then Asa brought out silver 
and gold out of the treasures of the house of 
the Lord and of the king’s house* and sent 
to Ben-hadad king of Syria* that dwelt at 
Damascus* saying* There is a league between 
me and thee* as there was between my father 
and thy father : behold* I have sent thee silver 
and gold; go* break thy league with Baasha 
king of Israel* that he may depart from me. 
And Ben-hadad hearkened unto king Asa* 
and sent the captains of his armies against 
the cities of Israel; and they smote Ijon* and 
Dan, and Abei-maim* and all the store cities 
of Naphtali. And it came to pass* when 
Baasha heard it* that he left off building of 
Ramah* and let his work cease. Then Asa the 
king took all Judah; and they carried away 
the stones of Ramah* and the timber thereof, 
wherewith Baasha was building; and he built 
therewith Geba and Mizpah. 

And at that time Hanani the seer came to 
Asa king of Judah* and said unto him* Be- 
cause thou hast relied on the king of Syria* 
and not relied on the Lord thy God* there- 
fore is the host of the king of Syria escaped 
out of thine hand. Were not the Ethiopians 
and the Lubims a huge host* with very many 
chariots and horsemen? yet* because thou 
didst rely on the Lord, he delivered them 
into thine hand. For the eyes of the Lord 
run to and fro throughout the whole earth* 
to shew himself strong in the behalf of them 
whose heart is perfect toward him. Herein 
thou hast done foolishly: therefore from 
henceforth thou shall have wars. Then Asa 
was wroth with the seer, and put him in a 
prison house; for he was in a rage with him 
because of this thing. And Asa oppressed 
some of the people the same time. 

And* behold* the acts of Asa* first and 
last, lo* they are written in the book of the 
kings of Judah and Israel. And Asa in the 
thirty and ninth year of his reign was diseased 
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in Ms feet, until his disease was exceeding 
great: yet in Ms disease he sought not to the 
Lord, but to the physicians* And Asa slept 
with Ms fathers, and died in the one and 
fortieth year of Ms reign* And they buried 
him in Ms own sepulchres, wMch he had 
made for himself in the city of David, and 
laid Mm in the bed wMch was filled with 
sweet odours and divers kinds of spices pre- 
pared by the apothecaries 9 art: and they 
made a very great burning for him* 

A Teaching Mission 

And Jehoshaphat Ms son reigned in Ms 
stead, and strengthened himself against Is- 
rael. And he placed forces in all the fenced 
cities of Judah, and set garrisons in the land 
of Judah, and in the cities of Ephraim, wMch 
Asa Ms father had taken. And the Lord was 
with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the 
first ways of Ms father David, and sought not 
unto Baalim; but sought to the Lord God 
of Ms father, and walked in Ms command- 
ments, and not after the doings of Israel. 
Therefore the Lord stablished the kingdom 
in Ms hand; and all Judah brought to Je- 
hoshaphat presents; and he had riches and 
honour in abundance. And Ms heart was 
lifted up in the ways of the Lord: moreover 
he took away the high places and groves out 
of Judah. 

Also in the third year of Ms reign he sent 
to Ms princes, even to Ben-hail, and to Oba- 
diah, and to Zechariah, and to Nethaneel, 
and to Michaiah, to teach in the cities of 
Judah. And with them he sent Levites, even 
Shemaiah, and Nethaniah, and Zebadiah, 
and Asahel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehona- 
than, and Adomjah, and Tobijah, and Tob- 
adonijah, Levites ; and with them Elishama 
and Jehoram, priests. And they taught in 
Judah, and had the book of the law of the 
Lord with them, and went about throughout 
all the cities of Judah, and taught the people. 

And the fear of the Lord fell upon all the 
kingdoms of the lands that were round about 
Judah, so that they made no war against 
Jehoshaphat. Also some of the Philistines 
brought Jehoshaphat presents, and tribute 
silver; and the Arabians brought Mm flocks, 
seven thousand and seven hundred rams, and 
seven thousand and seven hundred he goats. 

And Jehoshaphat waxed great exceed- 
ingly; and he built in Judah castles, and 
cities of store. And he had much business in 
the cities of Judah: and the men of war. 


mighty men of valour, were in Jerusalem. 
And these are the numbers of them accord- 
ing to the house of their fathers: Of Judah, 
the captains of thousands; Adnah the cMef, 
and with him mighty men of valour three 
hundred thousand. And next to him was 
J ehohanan the captain, and with him two hun- 
dred and fourscore thousand. And next hirn 
was Amasiah the son of Zichri, who willingly 
offered himself unto the Lord ; and with Mm 
two hundred thousand mighty men of va- 
lour. And of Benjamin; Eliada a mighty man 
of valour, and with Mm armed men with 
bow and sMeld two hundred thousand. And 
next him was Jehozabad, and with Mm an 
hundred and fourscore thousand ready pre- 
pared for the war. These waited on the king, 
beside those whom the king put in the fenced 
cities throughout all Judah. 

The Prophet of the Lord 

Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honour 
in abundance, and joined affinity with Ahab. 
And after certain years he went down to 
Ahab to Samaria. And Ahab killed sheep 
and oxen for Mm in abundance, and for the 
people that he had with him, and persuaded 
Mm to go up with Mm to Ramoth-gilead. 
And Ahab king of Israel said unto Jehosha- 
phat king of Judah, Wilt thou go with me 
to Ramoth-gilead ? And he answered him, 
I am as thou art, and my people as thy 
people; and we will be with thee in the war. 

And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Is- 
rael, Enquire, I pray thee, at the word of the 
Lord to day. Therefore the king of Israel 
gathered together of prophets four hundred 
men, and said unto them, Shall we go to 
Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I forbear? 
And they said. Go up ; for God will deliver 
it into the king’s hand. But Jehoshaphat 
said. Is there not here a prophet of the Lord 
besides, that we might enquire of Mm ? And 
the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, 
There is yet one man, by whom we may 
enquire of the Lord: but I hate Mm; for he 
never prophesied good unto me, but always 
evil: the same is Micaiah the son of Imla. 
And Jehoshaphat said. Let not the king say 
so. And the king of Israel called for one of 
Ms officers, and said. Fetch quickly Micaiah 
the son of Imla. And the king of Israel and 
Jehoshaphat king of Judah sat either of 
them on Ms throne, clothed in their robes, 
and they sat in a void place at the entering in 
of the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets 
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prophesied before them. And Zedekiah the 
son of Chenaanah had made him horns of 
iron, and said. Thus saith the Lord, With 
these thou shalt push Syria until they be 
consumed. And all the prophets prophesied 
so, saying. Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and 
prosper: for the Lord shall deliver it into 
the hand of the king. 

And the messenger that went to call Mi- 
caiah spake to him, saying. Behold, the words 
of the prophets declare good to the king 
with one assent; let thy word therefore, I 
pray thee, be like one of their’s, and speak 
thou good. And Micaiah said. As the Lord 
liveth, even what my God saith, that will I 
speak. And when he was come to the king, 
the king said unto him, Micaiah, shall we go 
to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I for- 
bear? And he said. Go ye up, and prosper, 
and they shall be delivered into your hand. 
And the king said to him. How many times 
shall I adjure thee that thou say nothing but 
the truth to me in the name of the Lord? 
Then he said, I did see all Israel scattered 
upon the mountains, as sheep that have no 
shepherd: and the Lord said. These have 
no master; let them return therefore every 
man to his house in peace. And the king of 
Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell thee 
that he would not prophesy good unto me, 
but evil? Again he said. Therefore hear the 
word of the Lord; I saw the Lord sitting 
upon his throne, and all the host of heaven 
standing on his right hand and on his left. 
And the Lord said. Who shall entice Ahab 
king of Israel, that he may go up and fall at 
Ramoth-gilead? And one spake saying after 
this manner, and another saying after that 
manner. Then there came out a spirit, and 
stood before the Lord, and said, I will entice 
him. And the Lord said unto him. Where- 
with? And he said, I will go out, and be a 
lying spirit in the mouth of all Ms prophets. 
And the Lord said. Thou shalt entice him, 
and thou shalt also prevail: go out, and do 
even so. Now therefore, behold, the Lord 
hath put a lying spirit in the mfeuth of these 
thy prophets, and the Lord hath spoken evil 
against thee. 

Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah 
came near, and smote Micaiah upon the 
cheek, and said. Which way went the Spirit 
of the Lord from me to speak unto thee? 
And Micaiah said. Behold, thou shalt see on 
that day when thou shalt go into an inner 
chamber to hide thyself. Then the king of 
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Israel said. Take ye Micaiah, and carry him 
back to Amon the governor of the city, and 
to Joash the king's son; and say. Thus saith 
the king, Put this fellow in the prison, and 
feed him with bread of affliction and with 
water of affliction, until I return in peace. 
And Micaiah said. If thou certainly return 
in peace, then hath not the Lord spoken by 
me. And he said. Hearken, all ye people. 

So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the 
king of Judah went up to Ramoth-gilead. 
And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, 
I will disguise myself, and will go to the 
battle; but put thou on thy robes. So the 
king of Israel disguised himself; and they 
went to the battle. Now the king of Syria 
had commanded the captains of the chariots 
that were with him, saying. Fight ye not 
with small or great, save only with the king 
of Israel. And it came to pass, when the 
captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, 
that they said. It is the king of Israel. There- 
fore they compassed about him to fight: but 
Jehoshaphat cried out, and the Lord helped 
him; and God moved them to depart from 
him. For it came to pass, that, when the 
captains of the chariots perceived that it was 
not the king of Israel, they turned back again 
from pursuing him. And a certain man drew 
a bow at a venture, and smote the king of 
Israel between the joints of the harness : 
therefore he said to his chariot man, Turn 
thine hand, that thou mayest carry me out of 
the host; for I am wounded. And the battle 
increased that day: howbeit the king of Is- 
rael stayed himself up in his chariot against 
the Syrians until the even: and about the 
time of the sun going down he died. 

And Jehoshaphat the king of Judah re- 
turned to Ms house in peace to Jerusalem. 
And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went 
out to meet him, and said to king Jeho- 
shaphat, Shouldest thou help the ungodly, 
and love them that hate the Lord ? therefore 
is wrath upon thee from before the Lord. 
Nevertheless there are good tMngs found in 
thee, in that thou hast taken away the groves 
out of the land, and hast prepared thine heart 
to seek God. 

Judges Appointed 

And Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem: and 
he went out again through the people from 
Beer-sheba to mount Ephraim, and brought 
them back unto the Lord God of their fathers. 
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And he set judges In the land throughout 
all the fenced cities of Judah, city by city, 
and said to the judges. Take heed what ye 
do: for ye judge not for man, but for the 
Lord, who is with you in the judgment. 
Wherefore now let the fear of the Lord be 
upon you; take heed and do it: for there is 
no iniquity with the Lord our God, nor 
respect of persons, nor taking of gifts. 

Moreover in Jerusalem did Jehoshaphat 
set of the Levites, and of the priests, and of 
the chief of the fathers of Israel, for the 
judgment of the Lord, and for controversies, 
when they returned to Jerusalem. And he 
charged them, saying, Thus shall ye do in 
the fear of the Lord, faithfully, and with a 
perfect heart. And what cause soever shall 
come to you of your brethren that dwell in 
their cities, between blood and blood, be- 
tween law and commandment, statutes and 
judgments, ye shall even warn them that they 
trespass not against the Lord, and so wrath 
come upon you, and upon your brethren: 
this do, and ye shall not trespass. And, be- 
hold, Amariah the chief priest is over you in 
all matters of the Lord; and Zebadiah the 
son of Ishmael, the ruler of the house of 
Judah, for all the king’s matters: also the 
Levites shall be officers before you. Deal 
courageously, and the Lord shall be with 
the good. 

The Voice of Prayer 

It came to pass after this also, that the 
children of Moab, and the children of Am- 
mon, and with them other beside the Am- 
monites, came against Jehoshaphat to battle. 
Then there came some that told Jehosha- 
phat, saying. There cometh a great multitude 
against thee from beyond the sea on this side 
Syria; and, behold, they be in Hazazon- 
tamar, which is En-gedi. And Jehoshaphat 
feared, and set himself to seek the Lord, and 
proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. And 
Judah gathered themselves together, to ask 
help of the Lord: even out of all the cities 
of Judah they came to seek the Lord. 

And Jehoshaphat stood in the congrega- 
tion of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of 
the Lord, before the new court, and said, O 
Lord God of our fathers, art not thou God 
in heaven? and rulest not thou over all the 
kingdoms of the heathen? and in thine hand 
is there not power and might, so that none 
is able to withstand thee? Art not thou our 


God, who didst drive out the inhabitants 
of this land before thy people Israel, and 
gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend 
for ever? And they dwelt therein, and have 
built thee a sanctuary therein for thy name, 
saying. If, when evil cometh upon us, as the 
sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, 
we stand before this house, and in thy pre- 
sence, (for thy name is in this house,) and cry 
unto thee in our affliction, then thou wilt 
hear and help. And now, behold, the chil- 
dren of Ammon and Moab and mount Seir, 
whom thou wouldest not let Israel invade, 
when they came out of the land of JEJgypt, 
but they turned from them, and destroyed 
them not; behold, I say, how they reward 
us, to come to cast us out of thy possession, 
which thou hast given us to inherit. O our 
God, wilt thou not judge them ? for we have 
no might against this great company that 
cometh against us; neither know we what 
to do: but our eyes are upon thee. And all 
Judah stood before the Lord, with their 
little ones, their wives, and their children. 

Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, 
the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son 
of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, 
came the Spirit of the Lord in the midst of 
the congregation; and he said. Hearken ye, 
all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the 
Lord unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed 
by reason of this great multitude; for the 
battle is not your’s, but God’s. To morrow 
go ye down against them : behold, they come 
up by the cliff of Ziz; and ye shall find them 
at the end of the brook, before the wilderness 
of Jeruel. Ye shall not need to fight in this 
battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see 
the salvation of the Lord with you, O Judah 
and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; 
to morrow go out against them : for the Lord 
will be with you. And Jehoshaphat bowed 
his head with his face to the ground: and all 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell 
before the Lord: worshipping the Lord. 
And the Levites, of the children of the Ko- 
hathites, and of the children of the Korhites, 
stood up to praise the Lord God of Israel 
with a loud voice on high. 

Songs of Praise 

And they rose early in the morning, and 
went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: 
and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood 
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of to-day is a tongue of fire from the lamp 
of the Lord. 

and said* Hear me* O Judah* and ye in- 
habitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the Lord 
your God* so shall ye be established; believe 
his prophets* so shall ye prosper. And when 
he had consulted with the people* he appointed 
singers unto the Lord* and that should 
praise the beauty of holiness* as they went 
out before the army* and to say* Praise the 
Lord; for his mercy endureth for ever. And 
when they began to sing and to praise* the 
Lord set ambushments against the children 
of Ammon* Moab* and mount Seir* which 
were come against Judah; and they were 
smitten. For the children of Ammon and 
Moab stood up against the inhabitants of 
mount Seir* utterly to slay and destroy them : 
and when they had made an end of the in- 
habitants of Seir* everyone helped to destroy 
another. 

And when Judah came toward the watch 
tower in the wilderness, they looked unto 
the multitude* and* behold* they were dead 
bodies fallen to the earth* and none escaped. 
And when Jehoshaphat and his people came 
to take away the spoil of them* they found 
among them in abundance both riches with 
the dead bodies* and precious jewels* which 
they stripped off for themselves* more than 
they could carry away: and they were three 
days in gathering of the spoil* it was so much. 
And on the fourth day they assembled them- 
selves in the valley of Berachah; for there 
they blessed the Lord: therefore the name 
of the same place was called* The valley of 
Berachah, unto this day. Then they re- 
turned* every man of Judah and Jerusalem* 
and Jehoshaphat in the forefront of them* 
to go again to Jerusalem with joy; for the 


that burned day and night in the House 

Lord had made them to rejoice over their 
enemies. And they came to Jerusalem with 
psalteries and harps and trumpets unto the 
house of the Lord. And the fear of God was 
on all the kingdoms of those countries* when 
they had heard that the Lord fought against 
the enemies of Israel. So the realm of Jeho- 
shaphat was quiet: for his God gave him 
rest round about. 

And Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah: he 
was thirty and five years old when he began 
to reign* and he reigned twenty and five years 
in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was 
Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. And he 
walked in the way of Asa his father* and 
departed not from it* doing that which was 
right in the sight of the Lord. Howbeit the 
high places were not taken away: for as yet 
the people had not prepared their hearts 
unto the God of their fathers. Now the rest 
of the acts of Jehoshaphat, first and last, 
behold* they are written in the book of Jehu 
the son of Hanani* who is mentioned in the 
book of the kings of Israel * 

The Word of the Lord 

And after this did Jehoshaphat king of 
Judah join himself with Ahaziah king of 
Israel, who did very wickedly: and he joined 
himself with him to make ships to gq to 
Tarshish : and they made the ships in Ezion- 
gaber. Then Eliezer the son of Dodavah of 
Mareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat* 
saying, Because thou hast joined thyself with 
Ahaziah* the Lord hath broken thy works. 
And the ships were broken* that they were 
not able to go to Tarshish. 


VIOLENCE AND BLOODSHED 2 Chronicles 21, 1 — 28, 27 

The period that follows covers just over a hundred years. It opens with a man slaying 
his own brothers , those who had sat and talked with him in the same house 3 and it ends 
with men breaking up the lamps and tables of the House of the Lords and closing its 
doors . From the beginning to the end of the century there is a stream of blood . There 
are deeds of cruelty and violence which shock every feeling of humanity. And this from 
people who have 3 in the House they have built and which they pass every day, the 
promise of the God of every blessings the Holy, Righteous Lord of Life: to dwell with 
theMs walk with them 3 and make them heirs of His own glory. 

Let no one think that what we read belongs only to a bygone age . This spirit of violence 
is not dead . It has broken out again in our own time . There is no need to go back 
to the Scriptures to read about desecrated sanctuaries y and the destruction of the lives 
and liberties of human beings , But we do need to go back to this sacred book to be 
reminded that these things provoke the anger of the Lord . 


NOW Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, 
and was buried with his fathers in the city 
of David. And Jehoram his son reigned in 
Ms stead. And he had brethren the sons 
of Jehoshaphat, Azariah, and Jehiel, and 
Zechariah, and Azariah, and Michael, and 
Shephatiah: all these were the sons of Jeho- 
shaphat king of Israel. And their father gave 
them great gifts of silver, and of gold, and of 
precious things, with fenced cities in Judah: 
but the kingdom gave he to Jehoram; be- 
cause he was the firstborn. Now when Je- 
horam was risen up to the kingdom of his 
father, he strengthened himself, and slew all 
Ms brethren with the sword, and divers also 
of the princes of Israel. Jehoram was thirty 
and two years old when he began to reign, 
and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. 
And he walked in the way of the kings of 
Israel, like as did the house of Ahab : for he 
had the daughter of Ahab to wife: and he 
wrought that wMch was evil in the eyes of 
the Lord. Howbeit the Lord would not 
destroy the house of David, because of the 
covenant that he had made with David, and 
as he promised to give a light to Mm and to 
Ms sons for ever. 

In Ms days the Edomites revolted from 
under the dominion of Judah, and made 
themselves a king. Then Jehoram went forth 
with Ms princes, and all his chariots with 
him: and he rose up by night, and smote 
the Edomites wMch compassed him in, and 
the captains of the chariots. So the Edomites 
revolted from under the hand of Judah unto 
tMs day. The same time also did Libnah 
revolt from under Ms hand; because he had 
forsaken the Lord God of his fathers. 


Moreover he made Mgh places in the 
mountains of Judah, and caused the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem to commit formca- 
tion, and compelled Judah thereto. And 
there came a writing to Mm from Elijah the 
prophet, saying. Thus saith the Lord God 
of David thy father. Because thou hast not 
walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat thy fa- 
ther, nor in the ways of Asa king of Judah, 
but hast walked in the way of the kings of 
Israel, and hast made Judah and the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem to go a whoring, like 
to the whoredoms of the house of Ahab, and 
also hast slain thy brethren of thy father’s 
house, which were better than thyself: be- 
hold, with a great plague will the Lord smite 
thy people, and thy cMldren, and thy wives, 
and all thy goods: and thou shalt have great 
sickness by disease of thy bowels, until thy 
bowels fall out by reason of the sickness day 
by day. 

Moreover the Lord stirred up against 
Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines, and of 
the Arabians, that were near the EtMopians: 
and they came up into Judah, and brake into 
it, and carried away all the substance that 
was found in the king’s house, and Ms sons 
also, and Ms wives ; so that there was never 
a son left him, save Jehoahaz, the youngest 
of Ms sons. 

And after all tMs the Lord smote him in 
Ms bowels with an incurable disease. And 
it came to pass, that in process of time, after 
the end of two years, his bowels fell out by 
reason of Ms sickness: so he died of sore 
diseases. And Ms people made no burning 
for him, like the burning of Ms fathers. 
Thirty and two years old was he when he 
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began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem 
eight years, and departed without being de- 
sired. Howbeit they buried him in the city 
of David, but not in the sepulchres of the 
kings. 

Evil Counsel 

And the inhabitants of Jerusalem made 
Ahaziah his youngest son king in his stead : 
for the band of men that came with the 
Arabians to the camp had slain all the eldest. 
So Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of 
Judah reigned. Forty and two years old was 
Ahaziah when he began to reign, and he 
reigned one year in Jerusalem. His mother’s 
name also was Athaliah the daughter of 
Omri. He also walked in the ways of the 
house of Ahab : for his mother was his coun- 
sellor to do wickedly. Wherefore he did evil 
in the sight of the Lord like the house of 
Ahab : for they were his counsellors after the 
death of his father to his destruction. He 
walked also after their counsel, and went 
with Jehoram the son of Ahab king of Israel to 
war against Hazaei king of Syria at Ramoth- 
gilead: and the Syrians smote Joram. And 
he returned to be healed in Jezreel because 
of the wounds which were given him at 
Ramah, when he fought with Hazaei king 
of Syria. And Azariah the son of Jehoram 
king of Judah went down to see Jehoram 
the son of Ahab at Jezreel, because he was 
sick. 

And the destruction of Ahaziah was of 
God by coming to Joram: for when he was 
come, he went out with Jehoram against 
Jehu the son of Nimshi, whom the Lord 
had anointed to cut off the house of Ahab. 
And it came to pass, that, when Jehu was 
executing judgment upon the house of 
Ahab, and found the princes of Judah, and 
the sons of the brethren of Ahaziah, that 
ministered to Ahaziah, he slew them. And 
he sought Ahaziah: and they caught him, 
(for he was hid in Samaria,) and brought 
him to Jehu; and when they had slain him, 
they buried him: Because, said they, he 
is the son of Jehoshaphat, who sought the 
Lord with all his heart. So the house of 
Ahaziah had no power to keep still the 
kingdom. . 


The Two Mothers 

But when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah 
saw that her son was dead, she arose and 
destroyed all the seed royal of the house of 
Judah. But Jehoshabeath, the daughter of 
the king, took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and 
stole him from among the king’s sons that 
were slain, and put him and his nurse in a 
bedchamber. So Jehoshabeath, the daughter 
of king Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada the 
priest, (for she was the sister of Ahaziah,) 
hid him from Athaliah, so that she slew him 
not. And he was with them hid in the house 
of God six years ; J and Athaliah reigned over 
the land. 

A Faithful Priest 

And in the seventh year Jehoiada strength- 
ened himself, and took the captains of hun- 
dreds, Azariah the son of Jeroham, and 
Ishmael the son of Jehohanan, and Azariah 
the son of Obed, and Maaseiah the son of 
Adaiah, and Eiishaphat the son of Zichri, 
into covenant with him. And they went 
about in Judah, and gathered the Levites out 
of all the cities of Judah, and the chief of the 
fathers of Israel, and they came to Jerusalem. 
And all the congregation made a covenant 
with the king in the house of God. And he 
said unto them. Behold, the king’s son shall 
reign, as the Lord hath said of the sons of 
David. This is the thing that ye shall do; A 
third part of you entering on the sabbath, of 
the priests and of the Levites, shall be porters 
of the doors; and a third part shall be at the 
king’s house; and a third part at the gate of 
the foundation: and all the people shall be 
in the courts of the house of the Lord. But 
let none come into the house of the Lord, 
save the priests, and they that minister of 
the Levites; they shall go in, for they are 
holy: but all the people shall keep the watch 
of the Lord. And the Levites shall compass 
the king round about, every man with his 
weapons in his hand; and whosoever else 
cometh into the house, he shall be put to 
death: but be ye with the king when he 
cometh in, and when he goeth out. 

So the Levites and all Judah did accord- 
ing to all things that Jehoiada the priest had 


1 In difficult days God has always some faithful and courageous souls. Jehoiada, the High Priest, and his 
wife Jehoshabeath were the saints of this period. They dared to rescue the baby Joash from AthaJiah*s plot, 
and hide him in their home for six years. But what a picture of the times the story gives. Athaliah murdering 
her grandchildren, and Joash murdering the son of the people who had saved him, the boy he had played with. 
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commanded, and took every man his men 
that were to come in on the sabbath, with 
them that were to go out on the sabbath: 
for Jehoiada the priest dismissed not the 
courses. Moreover Jehoiada the priest de- 
livered to the captains of hundreds spears, 
and bucklers, and shields, that had been king 
David’s, which were in the house of God. 
And he set all the people, every man having 
his weapon in his hand, from the right side 
of the temple to the left side of the temple, 
along by the altar and the temple, by the 
king round about. Then they brought out 
the king’s son, and put upon him the crown, 
and gave him the testimony, and made him 
king. 1 And Jehoiada and his sons anointed 
him, and said, God save the king. 

Now when Athaliah heard the noise of the 
people running and praising the king, she 
came to the people into the house of the 
Lord : and she looked, and, behold, the king 
stood at his pillar at the entering in, and the 
princes and the trumpets by the king: and 
ah the people of the land rejoiced, and 
sounded with trumpets, also the singers with 
instruments of musick, and such as taught 
to sing praise. Then Athaliah rent her 
clothes, and said. Treason, Treason. Then 
Jehoiada the priest brought out the captains 
of hundreds that were set over the host, and 
said unto them. Have her forth of the ranges : 
and whoso foHoweth her, let him be slain 
with the sword. For the priest said. Slay her 
not in the house of the Lord. So they laid 
hands on her; and when she was come to the 
entering of the horse gate by the king’s house, 
they slew her there. 

And Jehoiada made a covenant between 
him, and between all the people, and be- 
tween the king, that they should be the 
Lord’s people. Then all the people went to 
the bouse of Baal, and brake it down, and 
brake his altars and his images in pieces, and 
slew Mattan the priest of Baal before the 
altars. Also Jehoiada appointed the offices 
of the house of the Lord by the hand of the 
priests the Levites, whom David had dis- 
tributed in the house of the Lord, to offer 
the burnt offerings of the Lord, as it is writ- 
ten in the law of Moses, with rejoicing and 
with singing, as it was ordained by David. 
And he set the porters at the gates of the 
house of the Lord, that none which was un- 
clean in any thing should enter in. And he 
took the captains of hundreds, and the nobles, 

1 The first recorded coronation in Israel. It is 


and the governors of the people, and all the 
people of the land, and brought down the 
king from the house of the Lord: and they 
came through the high gate into the king’s 
house, and set the king upon the throne of 
the kingdom. And all the people of the land 
rejoiced : and the city was quiet, after that 
they had slain Athaliah with the sword. 

Joash was seven years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned forty years in Jeru- 
salem. His mother’s name also was Zibiah 
of Beer-sheba. And Joash did that which 
was right in the sight of the Lord all the days 
of Jehoiada the priest. And Jehoiada took for 
him two wives; and he begat sons and 
daughters. 

Slackness and Corruption 

And it came to pass after this, that Joash 
was minded to repair the house of the Lord. 
And he gathered together the priests and the 
Levites, and said to them, Go out unto the 
cities of Judah, and gather of all Israel money 
to repair the house of your God from year 
to year, and see that ye hasten the matter. 
Howbeit the Levites hastened it not. And 
the king called for Jehoiada the chief, and 
said unto him. Why hast thou not required 
of the Levites to bring in out of Judah and 
out of Jerusalem the collection, according 
to the commandment of Moses the servant 
of the Lord, and of the congregation of Is- 
rael, for the tabernacle of witness? For the 
sons of Athaliah, that wicked woman, had 
broken up the house of God; and also all 
the dedicated things of the house of the Lord 
did they bestow upon Baalim. 

And at the king’s commandment they 
made a chest, and set it without at the gate 
of the house of the Lord. And they made a 
proclamation through Judah and Jerusalem, 
to bring in to the Lord the collection that 
Moses the servant of God laid upon Israel 
in the wilderness. And all the princes and 
all the people rejoiced, and brought in, and 
cast into the chest, until they had made an 
end. Now it came to pass, that at what time 
the chest was brought unto the king’s office 
by the hand of the Levites, and when they 
saw that there was much money, the king’s 
scribe and the high priest’s officer came and 
emptied the chest, and took it, and carried it 
to his place again. Thus they did day by 
day, and gathered money in abundance* And 
quoted in the Coronation Service of our kings. 
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the king and Jehoiada gave It to such as did 
the work of the service of the house of the 
Lord, and hired masons and carpenters to 
repair the house of the Lord, and also such 
as wrought iron and brass to mend the house 
of the Lord. So the workmen wrought, and 
the work was perfected by them, and they 
set the house of God in his state, and 
strengthened it. And when they had finished 
it, they brought the rest of the money before 
the king and Jehoiada, whereof were made 
vessels for the house of the Lord, even 
vessels to minister, and to offer withal, and 
spoons, and vessels of gold and silver. And 
they offered burnt offerings in the house of 
the Lord continually all the days of Jehoiada. 

But Jehoiada waxed old, and was full of 
days when he died; an hundred and thirty 
years old was he when he died. And they 
buried him in the city of David among the 
kings, because he had done good in Israel, 
both toward God, and toward his house. 
Now after the death of Jehoiada came the 
princes of Judah, and made obeisance to the 
king. Then the king hearkened unto them. 
And they left the house of the Lord God of 
their fathers, and served groves and idols: 
and wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem 
for this their trespass. Yet he sent prophets 
to them, to bring them again unto the Lord; 
and they testified against them: but they 
would not give ear. 

Ingratitude 

And the Spirit of God came upon Zecha- 
riah the son of Jehoiada the priest, which 
stood above the people, and said unto them. 
Thus saith God, Why transgress ye the 
commandments of the Lord, that ye cannot 
prosper? because ye have forsaken the Lord, 
he hath also forsaken you. And they con- 
spired against him, and stoned him with 
stones at the commandment of the king in 
the court of the house of the Lord. Thus 
Joash the king remembered not the kind- 
ness which Jehoiada his father had done 
to him, but slew his son. And when he 
died, he said. The Lord look upon it, and 
requireit. . 

And it came to pass at the end of the year, 
that the host of Syria came up against Mm: 
and they came to Judah and Jerusalem, and 
destroyed all the princes of the people from 
among the people, and sent all the spoil of 
them unto the king of Damascus. For the 


army of the Syrians came with a small com- 
pany of men, and the Lord delivered a very 
great host into their hand, because they bad 
forsaken the Lord God of their fathers. So 
they executed judgment against Joash. 

And when they were departed from him, 
(for they left Mm in great diseases,) his own 
servants conspired against him for the blood 
of the sons of Jehoiada the priest, and slew 
him on his bed, and he died: and they buried 
him in the city of David, but they buried him 
not in the sepulchres of the kings. And 
these are they that conspired against him; 
Zabad the son of Shimeath an Ammonitess, 
and Jehozabad the son of Shimrith a Moabi- 
tess. Now concerning his sons, and the 
greatness of the burdens laid upon him, and 
the repairing of the house of God, behold, 
they are written in the story of the book of 
the kings. And Amaziah Ms son reigned in 
Ms stead. 

A Divided Heart 

Amaziah was twenty and five years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned 
twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. And 
Ms mother's name was Jehoaddan of Jeru- 
salem. And he did that which was right in 
the sight of the Lord, but not with a perfect 
heart. Now it came to pass, when the king- 
dom was established to him, that he slew his 
servants that had killed the king his father. 
But he slew not their children, but did as it 
is written in the law in the book of Moses, 
where the Lord commanded, saying. The 
fathers shall not die for the children, neither 
shall the cMldren die for the fathers, but 
every man shall die for Ms own sin. 

The Man of God 

Moreover Amaziah gathered Judah to- 
gether, and made them captains over thou- 
sands, and captains over hundreds, according 
to the houses of their fathers, throughout all 
Judah and Benjamin : and he numbered them 
from twenty years old and above, and found 
them three hundred thousand choice men, 
able to go forth to war, that could handle 
spear and sMeld. He hired also an hundred 
thousand mighty men of valour out of Israel 
for an hundred talents of silver. But there 
came a man of God to Mm, saying, O king, 
let not the army of Israel go with thee; for 
the Lord is not with Israel, to wit, with all 
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the children of Ephraim, But if thou wilt go, 
do it, be strong for the battle: God shall make 
thee fall before the enemy: for God hath 
power to help, and to cast down. And 
Amaziah said to the man of God, But what 
shall we do for the hundred talents which I 
have given to the army of Israel? And the 
man of God answered,. The Lord is able to 
give thee much more than this. Then 
Amaziah separated them, to wit, the army 
that was come to him out of Ephraim, to go 
home again : wherefore their anger was greatly 
kindled against Judah, and they returned 
home in great anger. And Amaziah strength- 
ened himself, and led forth his people, and 
went to the valley of salt, and smote of the 
children of Seir ten thousand. And other 
ten thousand left alive did the children of 
Judah carry away captive, and brought them 
unto the top of the rock, and cast them down 
from the top of the rock, that they all were 
broken in pieces. But the soldiers of the 
army which Amaziah sent back, that they 
should not go with him to battle, fell upon 
the cities of Judah, from Samaria even unto 
Beth-horon, and smote three thousand of 
them, and took much spoil. 

Now it came to pass, after that Amaziah 
.was come from the slaughter of the Edom- 
ites, that he brought the gods of the children 
of Seir, and set them up to be his gods, 
and bowed down himself before them, and 
burned incense unto them. Wherefore the 
anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Amaziah, and he sent unto him a prophet, 
which said unto him. Why hast thou sought 
after the gods of the people, which could not 
deliver their own people out of thine hand? 
And it came to pass, as he talked with him, 
that the king said unto him. Art thou made 
of the king's counsel? forbear; why shouldest 
thou be smitten? Then the prophet forbare, 
and said, I know that God hath determined 
to destroy thee, because thou hast done this, 
and hast not hearkened unto my counsel. 

The Temple Robbed 

Then Amaziah king of Judah took advice, 
and sent to Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, the 
son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying. Come, 
let us see one another in the face. And Joash 
king of Israel sent to Amaziah king of Judah, 
saying, The thistle that was in Lebanon sent 
to the cedar that was in Lebanon, saying. 
Give thy daughter to my son to wife: and 


there passed by a wild beast that was in Le- 
banon, and trode down the thistle. Thou 
sayest, Lo, thou hast smitten the Edomites; 
and thine heart lifteth thee up to boast: abide 
now at home; why shouldest thou meddle to 
thine hurt, that thou shouldest fall, even 
thou, and Judah with thee? 

But Amaziah would not hear; for it came 
of God, that he might deliver them into the 
hand of their enemies, because they sought 
after the gods of Edom. So Joash the king 
of Israel went up ; and they saw one another 
in the face, both he and Amaziah king of 
Judah, at Beth-shemesh, which belongeth 
to Judah. And Judah was put to the worse 
before Israel, and they filed every man to his 
tent. And Joash the king of Israel took 
Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Joash, 
the son of Jehoahaz, at Beth-shemesh, and 
brought him to Jerusalem, and brake down 
the wall of Jerusalem from the gate of 
Ephraim to the comer gate, four hundred 
cubits. And he took all the gold and the 
silver, and all the vessels that were found in 
the house of God with Obed-edom, and 
the treasures of the king's house, the hostages 
also, and returned to Samaria. 

And Amaziah the son of Joash king of 
Judah lived after the death of Joash son of 
Jehoahaz king of Israel fifteen years. Now 
the rest of the acts of Amaziah, first and last, 
behold, are they not written in the book of 
the kings of Judah and Israel? Now after 
the time that Amaziah did turn away from 
following the Lord they made a conspiracy 
against him in Jerusalem; and he fled to 
Lachish: but they sent to Lachish after him, 
and slew him there. And they brought him 
upon horses, and buried him with his fathers 
in the city of Judah. 

The Promise of Youth 

Then all the people of Judah took Uzziah, 
who was sixteen years old, and made him 
king in the room of his father Amaziah. He 
built Eloth, and restored it to Judah, after 
that the king slept with his fathers. Sixteen 
years old was Uzziah when he began to 
reign, and he reigned fifty and two years in 
Jerusalem. His mother's name also was Jeco- 
liah of J erusalem. And he did that which was 
right in the sight of the Lord, according to 
all that his father Amaziah did. And he 
sought God in the days of Zechariah, who 
had understanding in the visions of God: 
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and as long as he sought the 3Lqrd 3 God made thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto the Lord, 
him to prosper. but to the priests the sons of Aaron, that are 

And he went forth and warred against the consecrated to burn incense: go out of the 

Philistines, and brake down the wall of Gath, sanctuary; for thou hast trespassed; neither 

and the wall of Jabneh, and the wall of Ash- shall it be for thine honour from the Lord 

dod, and built cities about Ashdod, and God. Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a 

among the Philistines. And God helped censer in his hand to bum incense: and while 

him against the Philistines, and against the he was wroth with the priests, the leprosy 

Arabians that dwelt in Gur-baal, and the even rose up in his forehead before the 

Mehunims. And the Ammonites gave gifts priests in the house of the Lord, from beside 

to Uzziah: and his name spread abroad even the incense altar. And Azariah the chief 

to the entering in of Egypt; for he strength- priest, and all the priests, looked upon him, 

ened himself exceedingly. Moreover Uzziah and, behold, he was leprous in his forehead, 

built towers in Jerusalem at the corner gate, and they thrust him out from thence; yea, 

and at the valley gate, and at the turning of himself hasted also to go out, because the 

the wall, and fortified them. Also he built Lord had smitten him. And Uzziah the king 

towers in the desert, and digged many wells: was a leper unto the day of his death, and 

for he had much cattle, both in the low dwelt in a several house, being a leper; for he 

country, and in the plains : husbandmen also, was cut off from the house of the Lord : and. 

and vine dressers in the mountains, and in Jotham his son was over the king's house, 

Carmel: for he loved husbandry. Moreover judging the people of the land. 

Uzziah had an host of fighting men, that Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, first 
went out to war by bands, according to the and last, did Isaiah 1 the prophet, the son of 

number of their account by the hand of Jeiel Amoz, write. So Uzziah slept with his fa- 

the scribe and Maaseiah the ruler, under the thers, and they buried him with his fathers 

hand of Hananiah, one of the king’s captains, in the field of the burial which belonged to 

The whole number of the chief of the fathers the kings ; for they said. He is a leper : and 

of the mighty men of valour were two thou- Jotham his son reigned in his stead, 

sand and six hundred. And under their hand 
was an army, three hundred thousand and 
seven thousand and five hundred, that made 
war with mighty power, to help the king Jotham was twenty and five years old when 
against the enemy. And Uzziah prepared he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen 

for them throughout all the host shields, and years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name also 

spears, and helmets, and habergeons, and was Jerushah, the daughter of Zadok. And 

bows, and slings to cast stones. And he made he did that which was right in the sight of 

in Jerusalem engines, invented by cunning the Lord, according to all that his father 

men, to be on the towers and upon the bul- Uzziah did: howbeit he entered not into the 

warks, to shoot arrows and great stones temple of the Lord. And the people did yet 

withal. And his name spread far abroad; corruptly. He built the high gate of the 

for he was marvellously helped, till he was house of the Lord, and on the wall of Ophel 

strong. he built much. Moreover he built cities in 

the mountains of Judah, and in the forests he 
j.. , j A built castles and towers. He fought also with 

Dishonoured Age the king of the Ammonites, and prevailed 

But when he was strong, his heart was against them. And the children of Ammon 

lifted up to his destruction: for he trans- gave him the same year an hundred talents 

gressed against the Lord his God, and went of silver, and ten thousand measures of wheat, 

into the temple of the Lord to bum incense and ten thousand of barley. So much did 

upon the altar of incense. And Azariah the the children of Ammon pay unto him, both 

priest went in after him, and with him four- the second year, and the third. So Jotham 

score priests of the Lord, that were valiant became mighty, because he prepared his ways 

men: and they withstood Uzziah the king, before the Lord his God. 

and said unto him, It appertained! not unto Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all 

1 On this page we get a glimpse of the things that Isaiah saw going on in the city and in the Temple, 
prior to his call. 
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his wars, and his ways, lo, they are written 
in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah® 
He was five and twenty years old when he 
began to reign, and reigned sixteen years in 
Jerusalem. And Jotham slept with his fa- 
thers, and they buried him in the city of 
David: and Ahaz his son reigned in his stead. 

Pagan Customs 

Ahaz was twenty years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned sixteen years in 
Jerusalem: but he did not that which was 
right in the sight of the Lord, like David his 
father: for he walked in the ways of the kings 
of Israel, and made also molten images for 
Baalim. Moreover he burnt incense in the 
valley of the son of Hinnom, and burnt his 
children in the fire, after the abominations 
of the heathen whom the Lord had cast out 
before the children of Israel. He sacrificed 
also and burnt incense in the high places, and 
on the hills, and under every green tree. 

Wherefore the Lord his God delivered 
Mm into the hand of the king of Syria; and 
they smote him, and carried away a great 
multitude of them captives, and brought 
them to Damascus. And he was also de- 
livered into the hand of the king of Israel, 
who smote him with a great slaughter. For 
Pekah the son of Remaliah slew in Judah an 
hundred and twenty thousand in one day, 
which were all valiant men; because they 
had forsaken the Lord God of their fathers. 
And Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, slew 
Maaseiah the king’s son, and Azrikam the 
governor of the house, and Elkanah that was 
next to the king. 

One of GocFs Prophets 

And the children of Israel carried away 
captive of their brethren two hundred thou- 
sand, women, sons, and daughters, and took 
also away much spoil from them, and brought 
the spoil to Samaria. But a prophet of the 
Lord was there, whose name was Oded: and 
he went out before the host that came to 
Samaria, and said unto them, Behold, be- 
cause the Lord God of your fathers was 
wroth with Judah, he hath delivered them 
into your hand, and ye have slain them in a 
rage that reacheth up unto heaven. And now 
ye purpose to keep under the children of 
Judah and Jerusalem for bondmen and bond- 
women unto you : but are there not with you, 
even with you, sins against the Lord your 


God? Now hear me therefore, and deliver 
the captives again, wMch ye have taken cap- 
tive of your brethren: for the fierce wrath of 
the Lord is upon you. Then certain of the 
heads of the children of Ephraim, Azariah 
the son of Johanan, BerecMah the son of 
Meshillemoth, and JeMzkiah the son of 
Shallum, and Aixiasa the son of Hadlai, stood 
up against them that came from the war, and 
said unto them. Ye shall not bring in the cap- 
tives hither: for whereas we have offended 
against the Lord already, ye intend to add 
more to our sins and to our trespass: for our 
trespass is great, and there is fierce wrath 
against Israel. So the armed men left the 
captives and the spoil before the princes and 
all the congregation. And the men which 
were expressed by name rose up, and took 
the captives, and with the spoil clothed all 
that were naked among them, and arrayed 
them, and shod them, and gave them to eat 
and to drink, and anointed them, and carried 
all the feeble of them upon asses, and 
brought them to Jericho, the city of palm 
trees, to their brethren: then they returned 
to Samaria. 

Closing the House of the Lord 

At that time did king Ahaz send unto the 
kings of Assyria to help him. For again the 
Edomites had come and smitten Judah, and 
carried away captives. The Philistines also 
had invaded the cities of the low country, 
and of the south of Judah, and had taken 
Beth-shemesh, and Ajalon, and Gederoth, 
and Shocho with the villages thereof, and 
Timnah with the villages thereof, Gimzo 
also and the villages thereof: and they dwelt 
there. For the Lord brought Judah low be- 
cause of Ahaz king of Israel; for he made 
Judah naked, and transgressed sore against 
the Lord. And Tilgath-pilneser king of 
Assyria came unto him, and distressed him, 
but strengthened him not. For Ahaz took 
away a portion out of the house of the Lord, 
and out of the house of the king, and of the 
princes, and gave it unto the king of Assyria: 
but he helped him not. 

And in the time of his distress did he tres- 
pass yet more against the Lord: this is that 
king Ahaz. For he sacrificed unto the gods of 
Damascus, which smote him: and he said. 
Because the gods of the kings of Syria help 
them, therefore will I sacrifice to them, that 
they may help me. But they were the ruin 
of him, and of all Israel. And Ahaz gathered 


498 


2 CHRONICLES 29 , 15 

together the vessels of the house of God, and Now the rest of his acts and of all his ways, 

cut in pieces the vessels of the house of God, first and last, behold, they are written in die 
and shut up the doors of the house of the book of the kings of Judah and Israel. And 
Lord, and he made him altars in every corner Ahaz slept with his fathers, and they buried 
of Jerusalem. And in every several city of him in the city, even in Jerusalem; but they 
Judah he made high places to burn incense brought him not into the sepulchres of the 
unto other gods, and provoked to anger the kings of Israel : and Hezekiah his son reigned 
Lord God of his fathers. in his stead. 

CONTEMPT AND FOLLY 2 Chronicles 29, 1 — 35, 27 

A different spirit runs through the next hundred years. We might at first think it is 
a better spirit, for it begins with a return to the House of the Lord, the restoring of its 
services, and the sending of couriers to outlying districts with a call to worship. But, 
we read, some of the people * laughed them to scorn and mocked them 9 , and that word of 
revelation brings to our ears a note with an ominous ring. We know this attitude: the 
frivolous temper, the hysterical lightheartedness which follows a period of strain; the 
scorn and contempt poured on any movement for reform, particularly if it is religious . 
The son of the reformer, in this chapter of sacred history, knew better than his father 
the heart of the people. Had he known the heart of God, as his father did, he would 
not have fed the vanity and folly of the people with the abominations with which he 
filled the city until they overflowed into the House of God: and to such an extent that 
the man who succeeded him could not stem the rising flood, though he tried valiantly 
when there came into his hands the book that for some reason or other had been lying 
hidden in the Temple— the Book of the Covenant, as it was called, though to him it 
seemed more like the Book of Judgement. 

HEZEKIAH began to reign when he was nor offered burnt offerings in the holy place 
five and twentyyears old, and he reigned nine unto the God of Israel. Wherefore the wrath 
and twenty years in Jerusalem. And his of the Lord was upon Judah and Jerusalem, 
mother’s name was Abijah, the daughter of and he hath delivered them to trouble, to 
Zechariah. And he did that which was right astonishment, and to hissing, as ye see with 
in the sight of the Lord, according to all your eyes. For, lo, our fathers have fallen 
that David his father had done. by the sword, and our sons and our daughters 

and our wives are in captivity for this. Now 
it is in mine heart to make a covenant with 
the Lord God of Israel, that his fierce wrath 
He in the first year of his reign, in the first may turn away from us. My sons, be not 
month, opened the doors of the house of the now negligent; for the Lord hath chosen 
Lord, and repaired them. And he brought you to stand before him, to serve him, and 
in the priests and the Levites, and gathered that ye should minister unto him, and bum 
them together into the east street, and said incense. 

unto them, Hear me, ye Levites, sanctify Then the Levites arose, Mahath the son 
now yourselves, and sanctify the house of the of Amasai, and Joel the son of Azariah, of 
Lord God of your fathers, and carry forth the sons of the Kohathites : and of the sons 
the filthiness out of the holy place. For our of Merari, Kish the son of Abdi, and Azariah 
fathers have trespassed, and done that which the son of Jehalelel: and df the Gershonites; 
was evil in the eyes of the Lord our God, Joah the son of Zimmah, and Eden the son 
and have forsaken him, and have turned of Joah: and of the sons of Elizaphan; Shimri, 
away their faces from the habitation of the and Jeiel: and of the sons of Asaph; Zecha- 
Lord, and turned their backs. Also they riah, and Mattaniah: and of the sons of 
have shut up the doors of the porch, and put Heman; Jehiel, and Shimei: and of the sons 
out the lamps, and have not burned incense of Jeduthun; Shemaiah, and UzzieL And 


Opening the Doors of the Temple 
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they gathered their brethren, and sanctified 
themselves, and came, according to the com- 
mandment of the king, by the words of the 
Lord, to cleanse the house of the Lord. And 
the priests went into the inner part of the 
house of the Lord, to cleanse it, and brought 
out all the uncleanness that they found in the 
temple of the Lord into the court of the 
house of the Lord. And the Levites took it, 
to carry it out abroad into the brook Kidron. 
Now they began on the first day of the first 
month to sanctify, and on the eighth day of 
the month came they to the porch of the 
Lord: so they sanctified the house of the 
Lord in eight days; and in the sixteenth day 
of the first month they made an end. Then 
they went in to Hezekiah the king, and said, 
We have cleansed all the house of the Lord, 
and the altar of burnt offering, with all the 
vessels thereof, and the shewbread table, 
with all the vessels thereof. Moreover all the 
vessels, which king Ahaz in his reign did cast 
away in his transgression, have we prepared 
and sanctified, and, behold, they are before 
the altar of the Lord. 

Restoring the Temple Services 

Then Hezekiah the king rose early, and 
gathered the rulers of the city, and went up 
to the house of the Lord. And they brought 
seven bullocks, and seven rams, and seven 
lambs, and seven he goats, for a sin offering 
for the kingdom, and for the sanctuary, and 
for Judah. And he commanded the priests 
the sons of Aaron to offer them on the altar 
of the Lord. So they killed the bullocks, and 
the priests received the blood, and sprinkled 
it on the altar : likewise, when they had killed 
the rams, they sprinkled the blood upon the 
altar: they killed also the lambs, and they 
sprinkled the blood upon the altar. And they 
brought forth the he goats for the sin offering 
before the king and the congregation; and 
they laid their hands upon them: and the 
priests killed them, and they made recon- 
ciliation with their blood upon the altar, to 
make an atonement for all Israel: for the 
king commanded that the burnt offering and 
the sin offering should be made for all Israel. 

And he set the Levites in the house of the 
Lord with cymbals, with psalteries, and with 
harps, according to the commandment of 
David, and of Gad the king’s seer, and Na- 
than the prophet: for so was the command- 
ment of the Lord by his prophets. And the 


Levites stood with the instruments of David, 
and the priests with the trumpets. And 
Hezekiah commanded to offer the burnt 
offering upon the altar. And when the burnt 
offering began, the song of the Lord began 
also with the trumpets, and with the instru- 
ments ordained by David king of Israel. And 
all the congregation worshipped, and the 
singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded: 
and all this continued until the burnt offer- 
ing was finished. 

And when they had made an end of offer- 
ing, the king and all that were present with 
him bowed themselves, and worshipped. 
Moreover Hezekiah the king and the princes 
commanded the Levites to sing praise unto 
the Lord with the words of David, and of 
Asaph the seer. And they sang praises with 
gladness, and they bowed their heads and 
worshipped. 

Then Hezekiah answered and said, Now 
ye have consecrated yourselves unto the 
Lord, come near and bring sacrifices and 
thank offerings into the house of the Lord. 
And the congregation brought in sacrifices 
and thank offerings, and as many as were of 
a free heart burnt offerings. And the number 
of the burnt offerings, which the congrega- 
tion brought, was threescore and ten bullocks, 
an hundred rams, and two hundred lambs: 
all these were for a burnt offering to the 
Lord. And the consecrated things were six 
hundred oxen and three thousand sheep. 
But the priests were too few, so that they 
could not flay all the burnt offerings : where- 
fore their brethren the Levites did help them, 
till the work was ended, and until the other 
priests had sanctified themselves: for the 
Levites were more upright in heart to sanc- 
tify themselves than the priests. And also 
the burnt offerings were in abundance, with 
the fat of the peace offerings, and the drink 
offerings for every burnt offering. So the 
service of the house of the Lord was set in 
order. And Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the 
people, that God had prepared the people: 
for the thing was done suddenly. 

A Call to Worship 

And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah, 
and wrote letters also to Ephraim and Manas- 
seh, that they should come to the house of 
the Lord at Jerusalem, to keep the passover 
unto the Lord God of Israel. For the king 
had taken counsel, and his princes, and all 
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In Ireland it is generally a Roman Catholic church , as in Wales it is a Nonconformist 
chapel. England and Scotland , too, have their own distinctive sanctuaries . But we 
look upon them all, irrespective of the forms of worship which separate them, as 
Israel looked upon its Temple . Each place of worship is a House of God . 


the congregation in Jerusalem* to keep the 
passover in the second month. For they 
could not keep it at that time* because the 
priests had not sanctified themselves suffi- 
ciently* neither had the people gathered 
themselves together to Jerusalem. And the 
thing pleased the king and all the congrega- 
tion. So they established a decree to make 
proclamation throughout all Israel* from 
Beer-sheba even to Dan* that they should 
come to keep the passover unto the Lord 
God of Israel at Jerusalem: for they had not 
done it of a long time in such sort as it was 
written. So the posts went with the letters 
from the king and his princes throughout all 
Israel and Judah* and according to the com- 
mandment of the king* saying* Ye children of 
Israel* turn again unto the Lord God of 
Abraham* Isaac* and Israel* and he will re- 
turn to the remnant of you* that are escaped 


out of the hand of the kings of Assyria. And 
be not ye like your fathers* and like your 
brethren* which trespassed against the Lord 
God of their fathers* who therefore gave 
them up to desolation* as ye see. Now be 
ye not stiffnecked* as your fathers were* but 
yield yourselves unto the Lord* and enter 
ipto his sanctuary* which he hath sanctified 
for ever: and serve the Lord your God* that 
the fierceness of his wrath may turn away 
from you. For if ye turn again unto the 
Lord* your brethren and your children shall 
find compassion before them that lead them 
captive* so that they shall come again into 
this land: for the Lord your God is gracious 
and merciful* and will not turn away his face 
from you* if ye return unto him. 

So the posts passed from city to city 
through the country of Ephraim and Manas- 
seh even unto Zebulun: but they laughed 
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them to scorn, and mocked them. Neverthe- 
less divers of Asher and Manasseh and of 
Zebulun humbled themselves, and came to 
Jerusalem. Also in Judah the hand of God 
was to give them one heart to do the com- 
mandment of the king and of the princes, 
by the word of the Lord. 

Joyous Festivals 

And there assembled at Jerusalem much 
people to keep the feast of unleavened bread 
in the second month, a very great congrega- 
tion. And they arose and took away the altars 
that were in Jerusalem, and all the altars for 
incense took they away, and cast them into 
the brook Kidron. Then they killed the pass- 
over on the fourteenth day of the second 
month: and the priests and the Levites were 
ashamed, and sanctified themselves, and 
brought in the burnt offerings into the house 
of the Lord. And they stood in their place 
after their manner, according to the law of 
Moses the man of God: the priests sprinkled 
the blood, which they received of the hand 
of the Levites. For there were many in the 
congregation that were not sanctified : there- 
fore the Levites had the charge of the killing 
of the Passovers for every one that was not 
clean, to sanctify them unto the Lord. For 
a multitude of the people, even many of 
Ephraim, and Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebu- 
lun, had not cleansed themselves, yet did 
they eat the passover otherwise than it was 
written. But Hezekiah prayed for them, say- 
ing, The good Lord pardon every one that 
prepareth his heart to seek God, the Lord 
God of his fathers, though he be not cleansed 
according to the purification of the sanctuary. 
And the Lord hearkened to Hezekiah, and 
healed the people. And the children of Israel 
that were present at Jerusalem kept the feast 
of unleavened bread seven days with great 
gladness: and the Levites and the priests 
praised the Lord day by day, singing with 
loud instruments unto the Lord. And Heze- 
kiah spake comfortably unto all the Levites 
that taught the good knowledge of the Lord: 
and they did eat throughout the feast seven 
days, offering peace offerings, and making 
confession to the Lord God of their fathers. 

And the whole assembly took counsel to 
keep other seven days: and they kept other 
seven days with gladness. For Hezekiah king 
of Judah did give to the congregation a thou- 
sand bullocks and seven thousand sheep ; and 


the princes gave to the congregation a thou- 
sand bullocks and ten thousand sheep : and a 
great number of priests sanctified them- 
selves. And all the congregation of Judah, 
with the priests and the Levites, and all the 
congregation that came out of Israel, and the 
strangers that came out of the land of Israel, 
and that dwelt in Judah, rejoiced. So there 
was great joy in Jerusalem: for since the time 
of Solomon the son of David king of Israel 
there was not the like in Jerusalem. Then 
the priests the Levites arose and blessed the 
people : and their voice was heard, and their 
prayer came up to his holy dwelling place, 
even unto heaven. 

Now when all this was finished, all Israel 
that were present went out to the cities of 
Judah, and brake the images in pieces, and 
cut down the groves, and threw down the 
high places and the altars out of all Judah and 
Benjamin, in Ephraim also and Manasseh, 
until they had utterly destroyed them all. 
Then all the children of Israel returned, 
every man to his possession, into their own 
cities. 

Willing Offerings 

.And Hezekiah appointed the courses of 
the priests and the Levites after their courses, 
every man according to his service, the priests 
and Levites for burnt offerings and for peace 
offerings, to minister, and to give thanks, and 
to praise in the gates of the tents of the Lord. 
He appointed also the king’s portion of his 
substance for the burnt offerings, to wit, 
for the morning and evening burnt offerings, 
and the burnt offerings for the sabbaths, and 
for the new moons, and for the set feasts, as 
it is written in the law of the Lord. Moreover 
he commanded the people that dwelt in Jeru- 
salem to give the portion of the priests and 
the Levites, that they might be encouraged 
in the law of the Lord. And as soon as the 
commandment came abroad, the children of 
Israel brought in abundance the firstfruits of 
corn, wine, and oil, and honey, and of all the 
increase of the field ; and the tithe of all things 
brought they in abundantly. And concern- 
ing the children of Israel and Judah, that 
dwelt in the cities of Judah, they also brought 
in the tithe of oxen and sheep, and the tithe 
of holy things which were consecrated unto 
the Lord their God, and laid them by heaps. 
In the third month they began to lay the 
foundation of the heaps, and finished them in 


the seventh month. And when Hezekiah and 
the princes came and saw the heaps* they 
blessed the Lord* and his people Israel. 
Then Hezekiah questioned with the priests 
and the Levites concerning the heaps. And 
Azariah the chief priest of the house of Zadok 
answered him* and said* Since the people 
began to bring the offerings into the house 
of the Lord* we have had enough to eat* and 
have left plenty: for the Lord hath blessed 
his people; and that which is left is this great 
store. 

Then Hezekiah commanded to prepare 
chambers in the house of the Lord; and they 
prepared them* and brought in the offerings 
and the tithes and the dedicated things faith* 
fully: over which Cononiah the Levite was 
ruler* and Shimei his brother was the next. 
And Jehiel* and Azaziah* and Nahath* 
and Asahel* and Jerimoth* and Jozabad* and 
Eliel* and Ismachiah* and Mahath* and 
Benaiah* were overseers under the hand of 
Cononiah and Shimei his brother* at the 
commandment of Hezekiah the king* and 
Azariah the ruler of the house of God. And 
Kore the son of Imnah the Levite* the 
porter toward the east* was over the freewill 
offerings of God* to distribute the oblations 
of the Lord* and the most holy things. And 
next Mm were Eden* and Mimamin* and 
Jeshua* and Shemaiah* Amariah* and Shec- 
aniah* in the cities of the priests* in their set 
office* to give to their brethren by courses* 
as well to the great as to the small: beside 
their genealogy of males* from three years 
old and upward* even unto every one that 
entereth into the house of the Lord* his 
daily portion for their service in their charges 
according to their courses; both to the 
genealogy of the priests by the house of their 
fathers* and the Levites from twenty years 
old and upward* in their charges by their 
courses; and to the genealogy of all their 
little ones, their wives* and their sons* and 
their daughters* through all the congrega- 
tion: for in their set office they sanctified 
themselves in holiness : also of the sons of 
Aaron the priests* which were in the fields 
of the suburbs of their cities* in every several 
city, the men that were expressed by name, 
to give portions to all the males among the 
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priests* and to all that were reckoned by 
genealogies among the Levites. 

And thus did Hezekiah throughout all 
Judah* 1 and wrought that which was good 
and right and truth before the Lord his God. 
And in every work that he began in the ser- 
vice of the house of God* and in the law* 
and in the commandments* to seek his God* 
he did it with all his heart* and prospered. 

Courageous Faith 

After these things* and the establishment 
thereof, Sennacherib king of Assyria came* 
and entered into Judah* and encamped 
against the fenced cities* and thought to win 
them for himself. And when Hezekiah saw 
that Sennacherib was come* and that he was 
purposed to fight against Jerusalem* he took 
counsel with his princes and his mighty men 
to stop the waters of the fountains which 
were without the city : and they did help him. 
So there was gathered much people together, 
who stopped all the fountains* and the brook 
that ran through the midst of the land* say- 
ing* Why should the kings of Assyria come* 
and find much water? Also he strengthened 
himself, and built up all the wall that was 
broken* and raised it up to the towers, and 
another wall without* and repaired Millo in 
the city of David* and made darts and shields 
in abundance. And he set captains of war 
over the people* and gathered them together 
to him in the street of the gate of the city* 
and spake comfortably to them* saying, Be 
strong and courageous* be not afraid nor 
dismayed for the king of Assyria* nor for all 
the multitude that is with him: for there be 
more with us than with him: with him is an 
arm of flesh; but with us is the Lord our 
God to help us* and to fight our battles. And 
the people rested themselves upon the words 
of Hezekiah king of Judah. 

After this did Sennacherib king of Assyria 
send his servants to Jerusalem* (but he him- 
self laid siege against Lachish* and all his 
power with him*) unto Hezekiah king of 
Judah* and unto all Judah that were at Jeru- 
salem* saying* Thus saith Sennacherib king 
of Assyria, Whereon do ye trust* that ye 
abide in the siege in Jerusalem? Doth not 


1 According to the Chronicler, Hezekiah was a much more energetic reformer than the account of his life 
in 2 Kings 18-20 would lead us to believe. But the account in Kings mentions one reform that is omitted 
here. Hezekiah, it says, ‘brake in pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had made: for unto those days the 
children of Israel did bum incense to it* (2 Kings 18* 4). The serpent of brass which Moses had set up in the 
wilderness (Nam. 21, 9) had outlived its purpose, and had to be destroyed. The Chronicler’s omission of 
this reform is easily understood. 
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Hezekiah persuade you to give over your- 
selves to die by famine and by thirst* saying* 
The Lord our God shall deliver us out of 
the hand of the king of Assyria? Hath not 
the . same Hezekiah taken away his high 
places and his altars* and commanded Judah 
and Jerusalem* saying* Ye shall worship be- 
fore one altar* and bum incense upon it? 
Know ye not what I and my fathers have 
done unto all the people of other lands? 
were the gods of the nations of those lands 
any ways able to deliver their lands out of 
mine hand? Who was there among all the 
gods- of those nations that my fathers utterly 
destroyed* that could deliver Ms people out 
of mine hand* that your God should be able 
to deliver you out of mine hand ? Now there- 
fore let not Hezekiah deceive you* nor per- 
suade you on this manner* neither yet believe 
him: for no god of any nation or kingdom 
was able to deliver Ms people out of mine 
hand* and out of the hand of my fathers: 
how much less shall your God deliver you 
out of mine hand? 

And Ms servants spake yet more against 
the Lord God* and against Ms servant Heze- 
kiah. He wrote also letters to rail on the 
Lord God of Israel* and to speak against 
him* saying* As the gods of the nations of 
other lands have not delivered their people 
out of mine hand* so shall not the God of 
Hezekiah deliver his people out of mine 
hand. Then they cried with a loud voice in 
the Jews 3 speech unto the people of Jeru- 
salem that were on the wall* to affright them* 
and to trouble them; that they might take 
the city. And they spake against the God of 
Jerusalem* as against the gods of the people 
of the earth* wMch were the work of the 
hands of man. 

Divine Deliverance 

And for this cause Hezekiah the king* and 
the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz* prayed 
and cried to heaven. And the Lord sent an 
angel* wMch cut off all the mighty men of 
valour* and the leaders and captains in the 
camp of the king of Assyria. So he returned 
with shame of face to Ms own land. And 
when he was come into the house of his god* 
they that came forth of Ms own bowels slew 
him there with the sword. Thus the Lord 
saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem from the hand of Sennacherib the 
king of Assyria* and from the hand of all 


other* and guided them on every side. And 
many brought gifts unto the Lord to Jeru- 
salem* and presents to Hezekiah king of 
Judah: so that he was magnified in the sight 
of all nations from thenceforth. 

The Mercy of the Lord 

In those days Hezekiah was sick to the 
death* and prayed unto the Lord: and he 
spake unto him* and he gave Mm a sign. But 
Hezekiah rendered not again according to 
the benefit done unto him; for Ms heart was 
lifted up: therefore there was wrath upon 
Mm* and upon Judah and Jerusalem. Not- 
withstanding Hezekiah humbled Mmself for 
the pride of Ms heart* both he and the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem* so that the wrath of 
the Lord came not upon them in the days 
of Hezekiah. 

And Hezekiah had exceeding much riches 
and honour: and he made himself treasuries 
for silver* and for gold* and for precious 
stones* and for spices* and for sMelds* and 
for all manner of pleasant jewels ; storehouses 
also for the increase of com* and wine* and 
oil; and stalls for all manner of beasts* and 
cotes for flocks. Moreover he provided him 
cities* and possessions of flocks and herds in 
abundance: for God had given him sub- 
stance very much. TMs same Hezekiah also 
stopped the upper watercourse of Gihon* 
and brought it straight down to the west side 
of the city of David. And Hezekiah pros- 
pered in all Ms works. Howbeit in the 
business of the ambassadors of the princes 
of Babylon* who sent unto him to enquire of 
the wonder that was done in the land* God 
left Mm* to try him* that he might know all 
that was in Ms heart. 

Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and 
Ms goodness, behold* they are written in the 
vision of Isaiah the prophet* the son of Amoz* 
and in the book of the kings of Judah and 
Israel. And Hezekiah slept with his fathers, 
and they buried him in the cMefest of the 
sepulchres of the sons of David: and all 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem did 
him honour at Ms death. And Manasseb Ms 
son reigned in Ms stead. 

A Notable Repentance 

Manasseh was twelve years old when he 
began to reign* and he reigned fifty and five 
years in Jerusalem: but did that which was 


504 



evil in the sight of the Lord, like unto the 
abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord 
had cast out before the children of Israel* 

For he built again the high places which 
Hezekiah his father had broken down, and 
he reared up altars for Baalim, and made 
groves, and worshipped all the host of hea- 
ven, and served them. Also he built altars 
in the house of the Lord, whereof the Lord 
had said. In Jerusalem shall my name be for 
ever. And he built altars for all the host of 
heaven in the two courts of the house of the 
Lord. And he caused his children to pass 
through the fire in the valley of the son of 
Hinnom: also he observed times, and used 
enchantments, and used witchcraft, and dealt 
with a familiar spirit, and with wizards ; he 
wrought much evil in the sight of the Lord, 
to provoke him to anger. And he set a carved 
image, the idol which he had made, in the 
house of God, of which God had said to 
David and to Solomon his son. In this house, 
and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen be- 
fore all the tribes of Israel, will I put my 
name for ever: neither will I any more re- 
move the foot of Israel from out of the land 
which I have appointed for your fathers; so 
that they will take heed to do all that I have 
commanded them, according to the whole 
law and the statutes and the ordinances by 
the hand of Moses. So Manasseh made Ju- 
dah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to err, 
and to do worse than the heathen, whom the 
Lord had destroyed before the children of 
Israel. 

And the Lord spake to Manasseh, and to 
his people: but they would not hearken. 
Wherefore the Lord brought upon them the 
captains of the host of the king of Assyria, 
which took Manasseh among the thorns, and 
bound him with fetters, and carried him to 
Babylon. And when he was in affliction, he 
besought the Lord his God, and humbled 
himself greatly before the God of his fathers, 
and prayed unto him: 1 and he was intreated 
of him, and heard his supplication, and 
brought him again to Jerusalem into his king- 
dom. Then Manasseh knew that the Lord 
he was God. 

Now after this he built a wall without the 
city of David, on the west side of Gihon, in 
the valley, even to the entering in at the fish 
gate, and compassed about Ophel, and raised 
it up a very great height, and put captains 
of war in all the fenced cities of Judah. And 
1 There is no trace of Manasseh*s repents 
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he took away the strange gods, and the idol 
out of the house of the Lord, and all the 
altars that he had built in the mount of the 
house of the Lord, and in Jerusalem, and 
cast them out of the city. And he repaired 
the altar of the Lord, and sacrificed thereon 
peace offerings and thank offerings, and com- 
manded Judah to serve the Lord God of 
Israel. Nevertheless the people did sacrifice 
still in the high places, yet unto the Lord 
their God only. 

Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and 
his prayer unto his God, and the words of 
the seers that spake to him in the name of 
the Lord God of Israel, behold, they are 
written in the book of the kings of Israel. 
His prayer also, and how God was intreated 
of him, and all his sins, and his trespass, and 
the places wherein he built high places, and 
set up groves and graven images, before he 
was humbled : behold, they are written 
among the sayings of the seers. So Manas- 
seh slept with his fathers, and they buried 
him in his own house: and Amon his son 
reigned in his stead. 

An Unworthy Record 

Amon was two and twenty years old when 
he began to reign, and reigned two years in 
Jerusalem. But he did that which was evil 
in the sight of the Lord, as did Manasseh his 
father: for Amon sacrificed unto all the 
carved images which Manasseh bis father 
had made, and served them; and humbled 
not himself before the Lord, as Manasseh 
his father had humbled himself; but Amon 
trespassed more and more. And his servants 
conspired against him, and slew him in his 
own house. But the people of the land slew 
all them that had conspired against king 
Amon; and the people of the land made 
Josiah his son king in his stead. 

Repairing the Temple 

Josiah was eight years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem one and 
thirty years. And he did that which was 
right in the sight of the Lord, and walked in 
the ways of David his father, and declined 
neither to the right hand, nor to the left. 

For in the eighth year of his reign, while 
he was yet young, he began to seek after the 
God of David his father: and in the twelfth 
:e in the book of Kings (2 Kings 21 , 1-1S). 
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year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem 
from the high places, and the groves, and 
the carved images, and the molten images . 1 
And they brake down the altars of Baalim in 
his presences .and the images, that were on 
high above them, he cut down; and the 
groves, and the carved images, and the 
molten images, he brake in pieces, and made 
dust of them, and strowed it upon the graves 
of them that had sacrificed unto them. And 
he burnt the bones of the priests upon their 
altars, and cleansed Judah and Jerusalem. 
•And $0 did he in the cities of Manasseh, and 
Eph raim , and Simeon, even unto Naphtali, 
with their mattocks round about. And when 
he had broken down the altars and the groves, 
and had beaten the graven images into pow- 
der, and cut down all the idols throughout 
all the land of Israel, he returned to Jeru- 
salem. Now in the eighteenth year of his 
reign, when he had purged the land, and the 
house, he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, 
and Maaseiah the governor of the city, and 
Joah the son of Joahaz the recorder, to repair 
the house of the Lord his God. And when 
they came to Hilkiah the high priest, they 
delivered the money that was brought into 
the house of God, which the Levites that 
kept the doors had gathered of the hand of 
Manasseh and Ephraim, and of all the rem- 
nant of Israel, and of all Judah and Ben- 
iamin; and they returned to Jerusalem. And 
they put it in the hand of the workmen that 
bad ike oversight of the house of the Lord, 
and they gave it to the workmen that wrought 
in the house of the Lord, to repair and amend 
the house: even to the artificers and builders 
gave they it, to buy hewn stone, and timber 
for couplings, and to floor the houses which 
the kings of Judah had destroyed. And the 
men did the work faithfully: and the over- 
seers of them were Jahath and Obadiah, the 
Levites, of the sons of Merari; and Zechariah 
and Meshuilam, of the sons of the Kohath- 
tes, to set it forward; and other of the Le- 
vites, all -that could skill of instruments of 
musick. Also they were over the bearers of 
burdens, and were overseers of all that 
wrought the work in any manner of service: 
m4 of the Levites there were scribes, and 
officers, and porters. 


The Book of the Law 

And when they brought out the money 
that was brought into the house of the Lord, 
Hilkiah the priest found a book of the law of 
the Lord given by Moses. And Hilkiah an- 
swered and said to Shaphan the scribe, I 
have found the book of the law 3 in the house 
of the Lord. And Hilkiah delivered the 
book to Shaphan. And Shaphan carried the 
book to the king, and brought the king word 
back again, saying, All that was committed 
to thy servants, they do it. And they have 
gathered together the money that was found 
in the house of the Lord, and have delivered 
it into the hand of the overseers, and to 
the hand of the workmen* Then Shaphan the 
scribe told the king, saying, Hilkiah the 
priest hath given me a book. And Shaphan 
read it before the king. And it came to pass, 
when the king had heard the words of the 
law, that he rent his clothes. And the king 
commanded Hilkiah, and Ahikam the son of 
Shaphan, and Abdon the son of Micah, and 
Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of 
the king’s, saying. Go, enquire of the Lord 
for me, and for them that are left in Israel 
and in Judah, concerning the words of the 
book that is found: for great is the wrath of 
the Lord that is poured out upon us, because 
our fathers have not kept the word of the 
Lord, to do after all that is written in this 
book. 

And Hilkiah, and they that the king had 
appointed, went to Huldah the prophetess, 
the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvath, the 
son of Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe; (now 
she dwelt in Jerusalem in the college:) and 
they spake to her to that effect. And she 
answered them, Thus saith the Lord God 
of Israel, Tell ye the man that sent you to 
me. Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will bring 
evil upon this place, and upon the in- 
habitants thereof, even all the curses that 
are written in the book which they have read 
before the king of Judah: because they have 
forsaken me, and have burned incense unto 
other gods, that they might provoke me to 
anger with all the works of their hands; 
therefore my wrath shall be poured out upon 
this place, and shall not be quenched. And 


Mk; Whm were these idolatrous images like? A more •important question is. What was it that 
m type of worship fascmaung? The answer is not hard to find. Idolatry had an easy moral code, 
^any at ah. It offered man a form of worship to ease his conscience, promised him the material favours 
nc most desired, and laid no burden of moral responsibility on him for his own or his brother’s conduct. 

* -see 2 Kings 22, 8, p. 435, n. 1. . , ■ 


as for the king of Judah, who sent you to 
enquire of the Lord, so shall ye say unto 
him. Thus saith the Lord God of Israel con- 
cerning the words which thou hast heard; 
Because thine heart was tender, and thou 
didst humble thyself before God, when thou 
heardest his words against this place, and 
against the inhabitants thereof, and hum- 
bledst thyself before me, and didst rend thy 
clothes, and weep before me; I have even 
heard thee also, saith the Lord* Behold, I 
will gather thee to thy fathers, and thou shalt 
be gathered to thy grave in peace, neither 
shall thine eyes see all the evil that I will 
bring upon this place, and upon the in- 
habitants of the same. So they brought the 
king word again. 

Renewing the Covenant 

Then the king sent and gathered together 
all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. And 
the king went up into the house of the Lord, 
and all the men of Judah, and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, and the priests, and the Le- 
vites, and all the people, great and small: 
and he read in their ears all the words of the 
book of the covenant that was found in the 
house of the Lord. And the king stood in 
his place, and made a covenant before the 
Lord, to walk after the Lord, and to keep 
Ms commandments, and his testimonies, and 
Ms statutes, with all his heart, and with all 
Ms soul, to perform the words of the cove- 
nant which are written in this book. And 
he caused all that were present in Jerusa- 
lem and Benjamin to stand to it. And the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the 
covenant of God, the God of their fathers. 
And Josiah took away all the abominations 
out of all the countries that pertained to the 
children of Israel, and made all that were 
present in Israel to serve, even to serve the 
Lord their God. And all his days they de- 
parted not from following the Lord, the God 
of their fathers. 

Moreover Josiah kept a passover unto the 
Lord in Jerusalem: and they killed the pass- 
over on the fourteenth day of the first month. 
And he set the priests in their charges, and 
encouraged them to the service of the house 
of the Lord, and said unto the Levites that 
taught all Israel, which were holy unto the 
Lord, Put the holy ark in the house which 
Solomon the son of David king of Israel did 
build ; it shall not be a burden upon your 
shoulders: serve now the Lord your God, 


2 CHRONICLES 35 , 15 

and Ms people Israel, and prepare yourselves 
by the houses of your fathers, after your 
courses, according to the writing of David 
king of Israel, and according to the writing 
of Solomon his son. And stand in the holy 
place according to the divisions of the families 
of the fathers of your brethren the people, 
and after the division of the families of the 
Levites. So kill the passover, and sanctify 
yourselves, and prepare your brethren, that 
they may do according to the word of the 
Lord by the hand of Moses. 

And Josiah gave to the people, of the flock, 
lambs and kids, all for the passover offer- 
ings, for all that were present, to the number 
of tMrty thousand, and three thousand bul- 
locks : these were of the king’s substance. 
And his princes gave willingly unto the 
people, to the priests, and to the Levites : Hil- 
kiah and Zechariah and Jehiel, rulers of the 
house of God, gave unto the priests for the 
passover offerings two thousand and six hun- 
dred small cattle, and three hundred oxen. 
Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and Nethaneel, 
his brethren, and Hashabiah and Jeiel and Jo- 
zabad, cMef of the Levites, gave unto the 
Levites for passover offerings five thousand 
small cattle, and five hundred oxen. 

So the service was prepared, and the 
priests stood in their place, and the Levites 
in their courses, according to the king’s 
commandment. And they killed the pass- 
over, and the priests sprinkled the blood 
from their hands, and the Levites flayed 
them. And they removed the burnt offer- 
ings, that they might give according to the 
divisions of the families of the people, to 
offer unto the Lord, as it is written in the 
book of Moses, And so did they with the 
oxen. And they roasted the passover with 
fire according to the ordinance : but the other 
holy offerings sod they in pots, and in cal- 
drons, and in pans, and divided diem speedily 
among all the people. And afterward they 
made ready for themselves, and for the 
priests: because the priests the sons of Aaron 
were busied in offering of burnt offerings 
and the fat until night; therefore the Levites 
prepared for themselves, and for the priests 
the sons of Aaron. And the singers the sons 
of Asaph were in their place, according to 
the commandment of David, and Asaph> and 
Heman, and Jeduthun the king’s seer; and 
the porters waited at every gate; they might 
not depart from their service; for their 
brethren the Levites prepared for them. 
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So aU the service of the Lord was prepared from meddling with God, who is with me, 
the same day, to keep the passover, and to that he destroy thee not. Nevertheless Josiah 
offer burnt offerings upon the altar of the would not turn his face from him, but dis- 
Lord, according to the commandment of gmsed himself, that he might fight with Mm, 
Mug Josiah. And the children of Israel that and hearkened not unto the words of Necho 
were present kept the passover at that time, from the mouth of God, and came to fight 
and the feast of unleavened bread seven days, in the valley of Megiddo. And the archers 
And there was no passover like to that kept shot at king Josiah; and the king said to his 
in Israel from the days of Samuel the pro- servants, Have me away; for I am sore 
phet; neither did all the kings of Israel keep wounded. His servants therefore took him 
such a passover as Josiah kept, and the out of that chariot, and put him in the second 
priests, and the Levites, and all Judah and chariot that he had; and they brought him to 
Israel that were present, and the inhabitants Jerusalem, and he died, and was buried in 
of Jerusalem. In the eighteenth year of the one of the sepulchres of Ms fathers. And ail 
reign of Josiah was tMs passover kept. Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. 

And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah: and all 
Lament for the King the singing men and the singing women 

After all this, when Josiah had prepared spake of Josiah in their lamentations to tMs 
the temple, Necho king of Egypt came up to day, and made them an ordinance in Israel: 
fight against Charchemish by Euphrates: and, behold, they are written in the lamenta- 
and Josiah went out against him. But he tions. 

sent ambassadors to him, saying, What have Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and Ms 
I to do with thee, thou king of Judah? I goodness, according to that wMch was writ- 
come not against thee this day, but against ten in the law of the Lord, and Ms deeds, 
the house wherewith I have war: for God first and last, behold, they are written in the 
commanded me to make haste: forbear thee book of the kings of Israel and Judah. 


DESPISING THE WORD OF GOD 2 Chronicles 36 , 1-23 

Before another twenty-five years had passed , the House of the Lord was destroyed* 
With sorrow we see it swept away and yet we are constrained to rejoice that such a 
travesty of the truth was not allowed to remain . We glory in the revelation of its fall 
The news that lights up the earth from these burning walls is this: That the God to whom 
we have built our churches is a righteous God, and where His House stands, there must 
righteousness be found. He is not like the nature gods in whom it was imagined nature’s 
mighty forces dwelt, nor like the national gods who were , by various ties, bound to parti- 
cular people and had to share their fortunes* He was unlike them all * He was above 
them all. For He had a nature and character none other possessed higher than man 
could conceive* But this was becoming clear: He was right and righteous, and so the 
God in whom man could put his trust, with all his heart, mind, soul, and strength . 
He was the God whose words fail not: whose words none must despise . 

THEN the people of the land took Jehoahaz And Necho took Jehoahaz Ms brother, and 

the son of Josiah, and made Mm king in Ms carried Mm to Egypt. 

father’s stead in Jerusalem. Jehoahaz was 

twenty and three years old when he began Corrupted 

to reign, ami he reigned three months in Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old 
Jerusalem. And the king of Egypt put him when he began to reign, and he reigned 
down at Jerusalem, and condemned the eleven years in Jerusalem: and he did that 
land in an hundred talents of silver and a which was evil in the sight of the Lord Ms 
' E OTt made God. Against Mm came up Nebuchadnezzar 

mmm Ms brother king over Judah and king of Babylon, and bound Mm in fetters, 
Jerusalem, and turned his name to Jehoiakim. to carry Mm to Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar 
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also carried of the vessels of the house of the 
Lord to Babylon, and put them in his temple 
at Babylon. Now the rest of the acts of 
Jehoiakim, and his abominations which he 
did, and that which was found in him, be- 
hold, they are written in the book of the 
kings of Israel and Judah: and Jehoiachin his 
son reigned in his stead. 

Taken Captive 

Jehoiachin was eight years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned three months 
and ten days in Jerusalem: and he did that 
which was evil in the sight of the Lord. And 
when the year was expired, king Nebuchad- 
nezzar sent, and brought him to Babylon, 
with the goodly vessels of the house of the 
Lord, and made Zedekiah his brother king 
over Judah and Jerusalem. 

The Temple Burned 

Zedekiah was one and twenty years old 
when he began to reign, and reigned eleven 
years in Jerusalem. And he did that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lord his God, and 
humbled not himself before Jeremiah the 
prophet speaking from the mouth of the 
Lord, And he also rebelled against king 
Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear 
by God: but he stiffened his neck, and 
hardened his heart from turning unto the 
Lord God of Israel. Moreover all the chief 
of the priests, and the people, transgressed 
very much after all the abominations of the 
heathen; and polluted the house of the Lord 
which he had hallowed in Jerusalem. And 
the Lord God of their fathers sent to them 
by his messengers, rising up betimes, and 
sending; because he had compassion on his 
people, and on his dwelling place : but they 
mocked the messengers of God, and despised 


his words, and misused his prophets, until 
the wrath of the Lord arose against his 
people, till there was no remedy. 

Therefore he brought upon them the king 
of the Chaldees, who slew their young men 
with the sword in the house of their sanc- 
tuary, and had no compassion upon young 
man or maiden, old man, or him that stooped 
for age : he gave them all into his hand. And 
all the vessels of the house of God, great and 
small, and the treasures of the house of the 
Lord, and the treasures of the king, and of 
his princes; all these he brought to Babylon. 
And they burnt the house of God, and brake 
down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all 
the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed 
all the goodly vessels thereof. And them that 
had escaped from the sword carried he away 
to Babylon; where they were servants to him 
and his sons until the reign of the kingdom 
of Persia: to fulfil the word of the Lord by 
the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had 
enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay 
desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore 
and ten years. 

A New Temple Promised 

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of 
Persia, that the word of the Lord spoken by 
the mouth of Jeremiah might be accom- 
plished, the Lord stirred up the spirit of 
Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a pro- 
clamation throughout all his kingdom, and 
put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus 
king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth 
hath the Lord God of heaven given me ; and 
he hath charged me to build him an house 
in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is 
there among you of all his people? The 
Lord his God be with him, and let him 
go up. 
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BEFORE THE EXILE 

AN OUTLINE OF THE CENTURIES THAT TELL THE 



Perhaps the outline will do more than show the years of exile in IsraePs history . If it 
can put the incidents and people which crowd the preceding pages into clear perspective 
so that the story lies before our mind's eye in its true proportions and progression it will 
perform a much needed service . For in reading the sacred pages there was so much to 
learns and we were so deeply interested in what was happening y that we passed overt 
without a serious thought 3 the marks of time in the narrative y and now find that we have 
lost the perspective that the sense of time gives . Maybe the chart will meet this need . 
It has been drawn not to supplant the narrative but to supplement it y or give it an his- 
torical framework. For that reason it has been kept bare and simple . Only outstanding 
names have been given 3 and in these preference has been shown for those that cling to the 
memory . Similarly 9 few dates are given * those of unforgettable events . But instead of 
putting these facts down in a list, we have spread them over a time basis 3 broadly divided, 
mto centuries , so that the eye can see at a glance to which century the leading incidents 
and people belong ; and the facts that are in the memory but not on the page can be easily 
fitted into the course of the story. 

The names printed immediately underneath the dates are those of Judah's kings 3 and the 
leaders of the return from exile who rebuilt the city and the Temple . The names printed 
in the middle of the chart are those of IsraePs rulers . At the bottom 9 the names of prophets 
are given 3 printed in capitals 3 but it must he understood that among scholars there are wide 
differences of opinion regarding the dates of the Prophetic Books 5 and the inclusion of the 
names of the prophets here is not intended to do more than suggest the age in which they 
lived, or the period to which their writings are, by the majority of scholars 9 applied . 
Deutero-Isaiah we have included among the exiles 3 this being now the generally ac- 
cepted view . 





AFTER THE EXILE 

STORY OF ISRAEL’S TEMPLE, FROM 950 TO 400 b.c. 



THE YEARS OF EXILE 

We shall not attempt to describe the period over which Scripture draws a veil But 
as the veil is lifted there is a figure we strain our eyes to see. He is not an Israelite, 
and in his bearing there are the marks not of a captive but of a conqueror-king . To 
what surprises does God lead us! In what strange ways are His purposes fulfilled, 
and by what unexpected people ! 

The man on whom God has laid His hands is Persia's hero . Cyrus was at first the 
ruler of a little-known kingdom , but it was not long before the whole of Western Asia 
was under his sway . Babylon, the dreaded Babylon, alone remained to challenge his 
conquests. But the day of reckoning was drawing near for the proud city of Israel's 
sorrow. Within sixty years of Nebuchadnezzar's parade of Hebrew prisoners Babylon 
fell, the priests opening its gates while Belshazzar and his court were feasting. Without 
delay Cyrus, famed as much for his generous good-will as for his military genius, liber- 
ated the exiles, and, loading them with their sacred treasures, sent them home, with his 
authority to build another Temple to their God. 

The years of captivity were over. Once more the days of a new creative activity 
were at hand. A land is waiting, but its fields lie waste; a city is waiting, but its walls 
are broken; and a Temple is waiting to be re-established; distressed and desolate, men sit 
in the shadows waiting for the coming of those who will bring manage of hope and glory. 
They come. Let us meet them on the way, for with songs we hear them coming, and it is 
a new song they sing. It is a new spirit that fills their hearts, born of a new knowledge 
of God and a closer living communion with Him. And now, with a new seme of destiny 
and mission they press towards the task that awaits them in their homeland . 

Sii 




EZRA 

A PROCLAMATION THAT IS A REVELATION FOR 
EVERY NEW AGE IN THE COURSE OF HISTORY 


With the narrative as our guide we join the exiled people living in Babylon at the 
moment when the king’s herald makes his proclamation . It may prove to be an illumi- 
nating experience , and we may hear tn the words spoken to others a message to ourselves . 
For the proclamation is not, as we might have imagined , concerned simply and directly 
with the granting of liberty to the exiles and their return to their homeland: it includes 
the restoration of the worship of God in the home country; indeed , the royal decree 
makes this its leading purpose . And , what is still more surprising , the people appear 
to be more jubilant over this than over their own liberty or their return home • 

Worship must have meant very much more to them than it does to us to have inspired 
such exultation . We feel almost ashamed to be in their company, for we often regard 
worship as the observance of a duty . Of the joy and glory of worship, as an experience, as 
the purest, loftiest expression of the human spirit, and the most complete satisfaction of 
the noblest needs of the human heart, we dare not speak. It is beyond our range . This 
proclamation, then, is news to us; this scene, a revelation. If worship can be more 
desirable to men than liberty to slaves, we must rediscover it, and, like these men of 
old, set out with enthusiasm to restore it to its place of glory in our land. A task, as the 
story shows, that cannot be easily or quickly accomplished . 


GOOD NEWS 

N OW in the first year of Cyrus king 
of Persia* that the word of the 
Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah 
might be fulfilled* the Lord stirred 
up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he 
made a proclamation throughout all.his king- 
dom* and put it also in writing, saying* Thus 
saith Cyrus king of Persia* The Lord God of 
heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth; and he hath charged me to build him 
an house at Jerusalem* which is in Judah. 
Who is there among you of all his people? 
his God be with him* and let him go up to 
Jerusalem* which is in Judah, and build the 
house of the Lord God of Israel* (he is the 
God*) which is in Jerusalem. And whoso- 
ever remaineth in any place where he sojoum- 
eth* let the m§n of his place help him with 
silver* and with gold* and with goods* and 
with beasts* beside the freewill offering for 
the house of God that is in Jerusalem. 

Then rose up the chief of the fathers of 


Ezra 1, i — 4, 24 

Judah and Benjamin* and the priests* and 
the Levites* with all them whose spirit God 
had raised* to go up to build the house of the 
Lord which is in Jerusalem. And all they 
that were about them strengthened their 
hands with vessels of silver* with gold* with 
goods* and with beasts* and with precious 
things* beside all that was willingly offered. 
Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels 
of the house of the Lord* which Nebuchad- 
nezzar had brought forth out of Jerusalem* 
and had put them in the house of his gods * 
even those did Cyrus king of Persia bring 
forth by the hand of Mithredath the trea- 
surer* and numbered them unto Sheshbazzar* 
the prince of Judah. And this is the number 
of them: thirty chargers of gold* a thousand 
chargers of silver* nine and twenty knives* 
thirty basons of gold* silver basons of a 
second sort four hundred and ten* and other 
vessels a thousand. All the vessels of gold 
and of silver were five thousand and four 
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hundred. All these did Sheshbazzar bring 
up with them of the captivity that were 
brought up from Babylon unto Jerusalem. 

The Great Company 

Now these are the children of the province 
that went up out of the captivity, of those 
which had been carried away, whom Nebu- 
chadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried 
away unto Babylon, and came again unto 
Jerusalem and Judah, every one unto his 
city; which came with Zerubbabel: Jeshua, 
Nehemiah , 1 Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, 
Bilshan, Mizpar, Bigvai, Rehum, Baanah. 

The number of the men of the people of 
Israel: the children of Parosh, two thousand 
an hundred seventy and two. The children 
of Shephatiah, three hundred seventy and 
two. The children of Arah, seven hundred 
seventy and five. The children of Pahath- 
moab, of the children of Jeshua and Joab, 
two thousand eight hundred and twelve. 
The children of Elam, a thousand two hun- 
dred fifty and four. The children of Zattu, 
nine hundred forty and five. The children 
of Zaccai, seven hundred and threescore. 
The children of Bani, six hundred forty and 
two. The children of Bebai, six hundred 
twenty and three. The children of Azgad, a 
thousand two hundred twenty and two. The 
children of Adonikam, six hundred sixty and 
six. The children of Bigvai, two thousand 
fifty and six. The children of Adin, four 
hundred fifty and four. The children of 
Ater of Hezekiah, ninety and eight. The 
children of Bezai, three hundred twenty and 
three. The children of Jorah, an hundred 
and twelve. The children of Hashum, two 
hundred twenty and three. The children of 
Gibbar, ninety and five. The children of 
Beth-lehem, an hundred twenty and three. 
The men of Netophah, fifty and six. The 
men of Anathoth, an hundred twenty and 
eight. The children of Azmaveth, forty 
and two. The children of Kirjath-arim, 
Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hundred and 
forty and three. The children of Ramah 
and Gaba, six hundred twenty and one. The 
men of Michmas, an hundred twenty and 
two. The men of Beth-el and Ai, two hun- 
dred twenty and three. The children of 
Nebo, fifty and two. The children of Mag- 
bish, an hundred fifty and six. The children 
of the other Elam* a thousand two hundred 
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fifty and four. The children of Harim, three 
hundred and twenty. The children of Lod, 
Hadid, and Ono, seven hundred twenty and 
five. The children of Jericho, three hundred 
forty and five. The children of Senaah, three 
thousand and six hundred and thirty. 

The priests : the children of Jedaiah, of 
the house of Jeshua, nine hundred seventy 
and three. The children of Immer, a thou- 
sand fifty and two. The children of Pashur, 
a thousand two hundred forty and seven. 
The children of Harim, a thousand and 
seventeen. 

The Levites : the children of Jeshua and 
Kadmiel, of the children of Hodaviah, 
seventy and four. The singers: the children 
of Asaph, an hundred twenty and eight. 
The children of the porters : the children of 
Shallum, the children of Ater, the children 
of Talmon, the children of Akkub, the 
children of Hatita, the children of Shobai, 
in all an hundred thirty and nine. 

The Nethinims : the children of Ziha, the 
children of Hasupha, the children of Tab- 
baoth, the children of Keros, the children of 
Siaha, the children of Padon, the children of 
Lebanah, the children of Hagabah, the 
children of Akkub, the children of Hagab, 
the children of Shalmai, the children of 
Hanan, the children of Giddel, the children 
of Gahar, the children of Reaiah, the children 
of Rezin, the children ofNekoda, the children 
of Gazzam, the children of Uzza, the chil- 
dren of Paseah, the children of Besai, the 
children of Asnah, the children of Mehunim, 
the children of Nephusim, the children of 
Bakbuk, the children of Hakupha, the 
children of Harhur, the children of Bazluth, 
the children of Mehida, the children of 
Harsha, the children of Barkos, the children 
of Sisera, the children of Thamah, the chil- 
dren of Neziah, the children of Hatipha. 

The children of Solomon’s servants : the 
children of Sotai, the children of Sophereth, 
the children of Peruda, the children ofjaalah, 
the children of Darkon, the children of 
Giddel, the children of Shephatiah, the 
children of Hattil, the children ofPochereth 
of Zebaim, the children of Ami. All the 
Nethinims, and the children of Solomon’s 
servants, were three hundred ninety and 
two. 

And these were they which went up from 
Td-melah, Tel-harsa, Cherub, Addan, and 
Immer : but they could not shew their father’s 


1 Not the man who restored the walls of Jerusalem about a century later. 
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house 3 and their seeds whether they were of 
Israel: the children of Delaiah* the children 
of Tobiah, the children of Nekoda* six hun- 
dred fifty and two. And of the children of 
the priests: the children of Habaiah, the 
children of Koz* the children of Barzillai; 
which took a wife of the daughters of Bar- 
zillai the Gileadite* and was called after their 
name: these sought their register among 
those that were reckoned by genealogy* but 
they were not found: therefore were they* 
as polluted* put from the priesthood. And 
the Tirshatha said unto them* that they 
should not eat of the most holy things* till 
there stood up a priest with Urim and with 
Thummim. 

The whole congregation together was forty 
and two thousand three hundred and three- 
score* beside their servants and their maids* 
of whom there were seven thousand three 
hundred thirty and seven: and there were 
among them two hundred singing men and 
singing women. Their horses were seven 
hundred thirty and six* their mules* two 
hundred forty and five* their camels* four 
hundred, thirty and five* their asses* six 
thousand seven hundred and twenty. 

And some of the chief of the fathers* when 
they came to the house of the Lord which is 
at Jerusalem* offered freely for the house of 
God to set it up in his place : they gave after 
their ability unto the treasure of the work 
threescore and one thousand drams of gold* 
and five thousand pound of silver* and one 
hundred priests* garments. 

So the priests* and the Levites* and some 
of the people* and the singers* and the por- 
ters* and the Nethinims* 1 dwelt in their 
cities* and all Israel in their cities. 

The Work Begins 

And when the seventh month was come* 
and the children of Israel were in the cities* 
the people gathered themselves together as 
one man to Jerusalem. Then stood up 
Jeshua the son of Jozadak* and his brethren 
the priests* and Zerubbabel the son of Shea!- 
tiel* and Ms brethren* and builded the altar 
of the God of Israel* to offer burnt offerings 
thereon* as it is written in the law of Moses 
the man of God. And they set the altar upon 
Ms bases; for fear was upon them because 
of the people of those countries : and they 


offered burnt offerings thereon unto the 
Lord* even burnt offerings morning and 
evening. They kept also the feast of taber- 
nacles* as it is written* and offered the daily 
burnt offerings by number* according to the 
custom* as the duty of every day required; 
and afterward offered the continual burnt 
offering* both of the new moons* and of all 
the set feasts of the Lord that were con- 
secrated* and of every one that willingly 
offered a freewill offering unto the Lord. 
From the first day of the seventh month 
began they to offer burnt offerings unto the 
Lord. But the foundation of the temple of 
the Lord was not yet laid. They gave money 
also unto the masons* and to the carpenters; 
and meat* and drink* and oil* unto them of 
Zidon* and to them of Tyre* to bring cedar 
trees from Lebanon to the sea of Joppa* 
according to the grant that they had of 
Cyrus king of Persia. 

Now in the second year of their coming 
unto the house of God at Jerusalem* in the 
second month* began Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel* and Jeshua the son of Jozadak* and 
the remnant of their brethren the priests and 
the Levites* and all they that were come out 
of the captivity unto Jerusalem; and ap- 
pointed the Levites* from twenty years old 
and upward* to set forward the work of the 
house of the Lord. Then stood Jeshua with 
Ms sons and his brethren* Kadmiel and his 
sons* the sons of Judah* together* to set for- 
ward the workmen in the house of God : the 
sons of Henadad* with their sons and their 
brethren the Levites. And when the builders 
laid the foundation of the temple of the 
Lord* they set the priests in their apparel 
with trumpets* and the Levites the sons of 
Asaph with cymbals* to praise the Lord* 
after the ordinance of David king of Israel. 
And they sang together by course in praising 
and giving thanks unto the Lord; because 
he is good* for Ms mercy endureth for ever 
toward Israel. And all the people shouted 
with a great shout* when they praised the 
Lord* because the foundation of the house 
of the Lord was laid. But many of the priests 
and Levites and cMef of the fathers* who 
were ancient men* that had seen the first 
house* when the foundation of this house 
was laid before their eyes* wept with a loud 
voice; and many shouted aloud for joy: so 
that the people could not discern the noise of 

Israel* or what 


* * s ^Possible to say with any authority who these people were* what their status was in 
was the nature of their work. 
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TO MAKE WORSHIP THE GLORY OF OUR HOMELAND 

We build churches in vain if, when the building is finished, we lift not our voices in praise, 
and bring not our gifts to the altar . We need places of worship, hut we need much more 
a clear idea of the place of worship in life, and a better understanding of the red purpose 
of worship . 

the shout of joy from the noise of the weep- we seek your God, as ye do; and we do 
ing of the people : for the people shouted sacrifice unto him since the days of Esai> 
with a loud shout, and the noise was heard haddon king of Assur, which brought us up 
afar off. hither. But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and the 

rest of the chief of the fathers of Israel, said 
unto them. Ye have nothing to do with us to 
build an house unto our God; but we our- 
selves together will build unto the Loro God 
of Israel, as king Gyrus the king of Persia 
hath commanded us. Then the people of 
the land weakened the hands of the people 
of Judah, and troubled them in building, and 
hired counsellors against them, to frustrate 


Difficulties and Dangers 

Now when the adversaries of Judah and 
Benjamin heard that the children of the 
captivity builded the temple unto the Lord 
God of Israel; then they came to Zerub- 
babel, and to the chief of the fathers, and 
said unto them. Let us build with you: for 
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their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of 
Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of 
Persia. And in the reign of Ahasuerus, in 
the beginning of his reign, wrote they unto 
him an accusation against the inhabitants of 
Judah and Jerusalem . 1 

A Letter of Protest 

And in the days of Artaxerxes wrote Bish- 
lam, Mithredath, Tabeel, and the rest of 
their companions, unto Artaxerxes king of 
Persia; and the writing of the letter was 
written in the Syrian tongue, and inter- 
preted in the Syrian tongue. Rehum the 
chancellor and Shimshai the scribe wrote a 
letter against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the 
king in this sort : then wrote Rehum the 
chancellor, and Shimshai the scribe, and 
the rest of their companions; the Dinaites, 
the Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites, the 
Apharsites, the Archevites, the Babylonians, 
the Susanchites, the Dehavites, and the Ela- 
mites, and the rest of the nations whom the 
great and noble Asnapper brought over, and 
set in the cities of Samaria, and the rest 
that are on this side the river, and at such a 
time.,, 

This is the copy of the letter that they sent 
unto him, even unto Artaxerxes the king; 
Thy servants the men on this side the river, 
and at such a time. Be it known unto the 
king, that the Jews which came up from thee 
to us are come unto Jerusalem, building the 
rebellious and the bad city, and have set up 
the walls thereof, and joined the foundations. 
Be it known now unto the king, that, if this 
dty be builded, and the walls set up again, 
then will they not pay toll, tribute, and cus- 
tom, and so thou shalt endamage the revenue 
of the kings. Now because we have main- 
tenance from the king’s palace, and it was 
not meet for us to see the king’s dishonour, 
therefore have we sent and certified the king; 
that search may be made in the book of the 
records of thy fathers: so shalt thou find in 
the book of the records, and know that this 
city is a rebellious city, and hurtful unto 
kings and provinces, and that they have 
moved sedition within the same of old time: 
for which cause was this dty destroyed. We 
certify the king that, if this dty be builded 
again, and the walls thereof set up, by this 


means thou shalt have no portion on this 
side the river. 

The Work Ceases 

Then sent the king an answer unto Rehum 
the chancellor, and to Shimshai the scribe, 
and to the rest of their companions that dwell 
in Samaria, and unto the rest beyond the 
river. Peace, and at such a time. The letter 
which ye sent unto us hath been plainly read 
before me. And I commanded, and search 
hath been made, and it is found that this 
city of old time hath made insurrection 
against kings, and that rebellion and sedition 
have been made therein. There have been 
mighty kings also over Jerusalem, Which 
have ruled over all countries beyond the 
river ; and toll, tribute, and custom, was paid 
unto them. Give ye now commandment to 
cause these men to cease, and that this city 
be not builded, until another commandment 
shall be given from me. Take heed now that 
ye fail not to do this: why should damage 
grow to the hurt of the kings? 

Now when the copy of king Artaxerxes’ 
letter was read before Rehum, and Shimshai 
the scribe, and their companions, they went 
up in haste to Jerusalem unto the Jews, and 
made them to cease by force and power. 
Then ceased the work of the house of God 
which is at Jerusalem. So it ceased unto 
the second year of the reign of Darius king 
of Persia. 

The Voice of the Prophets 

Then the prophets, Haggai the prophet, 
and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied 
unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jeru- 
salem in the name of the God of Israel, 
even unto them. Then rose up Zerubbabel 
the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of 
Jozadak, and began to build the house of 
God which is at Jerusalem: and with them 
were the prophets of God helping them. At 
the same time came to them Tatnai, governor 
on this side the river, and Shethar-boznai, 
and their companions, and said thus unto 
them. Who hath commanded you to build 
this house, and to make up this wall? Then 
said we unto them after this manner. What 
are the names of the men that make this 
building? But the eye of their God was 


The builders refused the offered co-operation because it came from people who were not pure Israelites, 
nor true worshippers of Israel’s God. But the situation was so handled that it created, between the northern 
and southern tribes, a bad feeling that lasted to the coming of Christ (John 4, 9). 
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upon the elders of the Jews* that they could 
not cause them to cease* till the matter came 
to Darius: and then they returned answer 
by letter concerning this matter. 

The Dispute Settled 

The copy of the letter that Tatnai* gover- 
nor on this side the river* and Shethar- 
boznai* and his companions the Apfaat- 
sachites* which were on this side the river* 
sent unto Darius the king: they sent a letter 
unto him* wherein was written thus ; Unto 
Darius the king* all peace. Be it known unto 
the king* that we went into the province of 
Judea* to the house of the great God* which 
is builded with great stones* and timber is 
laid in the walls* and this work goeth fast on* 
and prospered! in their hands. Then asked 
we those elders* and said unto them thus* 
Who commanded you to build this house* 
and to make up these walls? We asked their 
names also* to certify thee* that we might 
write the names of the men that were the 
chief of them. And thus they returned us 
answer* saying. We are the servants of the 
God of heaven and earth* and build the 
house that was builded these many years 
ago* which a great king of Israel builded and 
set up. But after that our fathers had pro- 
voked the God of heaven unto wrath* he 
gave them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar 
the king of Babylon* the Chaldean* who 
destroyed this house* and carried the people 
away into Babylon. But in the first year of 
Cyrus the king of Babylon the same king 
Cyrus made a decree to build this house of 
God. And the vessels also of gold and silver 
of the house of God* which Nebuchadnezzar 
took out of the temple that was in Jerusalem* 
and brought them into the temple of Baby- 
lon, those did Cyrus the king take out of the 
temple of Babylon* and they were delivered 
unto one* whose name was Sheshbazzar* 
whom he had made governor; and said unto 
him* Take these vessels, go* carry them into 
the temple that is in Jerusalem* and let the 
house of God be builded in his place. Then 
came the same Sheshbazzar* and laid the 
foundation of the house of God which is in 
Jerusalem: and since that time even until 
now hath it been in building* and yet it is 
not finished. Now therefore* if it seem good 
to the king* let there be search made in the 
king’s treasure house* which is there at 
Babylon, whether it be so* that a decree was 
made of Cyrus the king to build this house 
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of God at Jerusalem* and let the king send 
his pleasure to us concerning this matter. 

Then Darius the king made a decree* and 
search was made in the house of the rolls* 
where the treasures were laid up in Babylon. 
And there was found at Achmetha, in the 
palace that is in the province of the Medes, 
a roll* and therein was a record thus written: 
in the first year of Cyrus the king the same 
Cyrus the king made a decree concerning the 
house of God at Jerusalem* Let the house be 
builded* the place where they offered sacri- 
fices* and let the foundations thereof be 
strongly laid; the height thereof threescore 
cubits* and the breadth thereof threescore 
cubits; with three rows of great stones* and 
a row of new timber: and let the expenses be 
given out of the king’s house : and also let 
the golden and silver vessels of the house 
of God* which Nebuchadnezzar took forth 
out of the temple which is at Jerusalem* and 
brought unto Babylon* be restored* and 
brought again unto the temple which is at 
Jerusalem* every one to his place* and place 
them in the house of God. 

Now therefore, Tatnai* governor beyond 
the river* Shethar-boznai* and your com- 
panions the Apharsachites* which are beyond 
the river* be ye far from thence : let the work 
of this house of God alone; let the governor 
of the Jews and the elders of the Jews build 
this house of God in his place. Moreover I 
make a decree what ye shall do to the elders 
of these Jews for the building of this house 
of God: that of the king’s goods* even of the 
tribute beyond the river* forthwith expenses 
be given unto these men* that they be not 
hindered. And that which they have need of* 
both young bullocks, and rams* and lambs, 
for the burnt offerings of the God of heaven, 
wheat* salt* wine, and oil* according to the 
appointment of the priests which are at Jeru- 
salem* let it be given them day by day with- 
out fail: that they may offer sacrifices of 
sweet savours unto the God of heaven* and 
pray for the life of the king* and of his sons. 
Also I have made a decree* that whosoever 
shall alter this word* let timber be pulled 
down from his house* and being set up* let 
him be hanged thereon; and let his house be 
made a dunghill for this. And the God that 
hath caused his name to dwell there destroy 
all kings and people* that shall put to their 
hand to alter and to destroy this house of 
God which is at Jerusalem. I Darius have 
made a decree; let it be done with speed. 
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The Work Goes On 

Then Tatnai, governor on this side the 
river, Shethar-boznai, and their companions, 
according to that which Darius the king had 
sent, so they did speedily. And the elders of 
the Jews builded, and they prospered through 
the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and 
Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they builded, 
and finished it, according to the command- 
ment of the God of Israel, and according 
to the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, 
and Artaxerxes king of Persia. And this 
house was finished on the third day of the 
month Adar, which was in the sixth year of 
the reign of Darius the king. 

And the children of Israel, the priests, and 
the Levites, and the rest of the children of 
the captivity, kept the dedication of this 
house of God with joy, and offered at the 
dedication of this house of God an hundred 
bullocks, two hundred rams, four hundred 
lambs; and for a sin offering for all Israel, 


twelve he goats, according to the number of 
the tribes of Israel. And they set the priests 
in their divisions, and the Levites in their 
courses, for the service of God, which is at 
Jerusalem; as it is written in the book of 
Moses. 

And the children of the captivity kept the 
passover upon the fourteenth day of the first 
month. For the priests and the Levites were 
purified together, all of them were pure, and 
killed the passover for all the children of the 
captivity, and for their brethren the priests, 
and for themselves. And the children of 
Israel, which were come again out of cap- 
tivity, and all such as had separated them- 
selves unto them from the filthiness of the 
heathen of the land, to seek the Lord God of 
Israel, did eat, and kept the feast of un- 
leavened bread seven days with joy: for the 
Lord had made them joyful, and turned the 
heart of the king of Assyria unto them, to 
strengthen their hands in the work of the 
house of God, the God of Israel. 


THE WORSHIPPERS Ezra 7 , 1— 10 , 44 

Later there was another return of the exiles. It was led by Ezra. In this narrative 
we pass from the Temple to the worshippers. There are three sketches: one show- 
ing them leaving Babylon, their hands laden with gifts and treasures for the Holy 
Place; another showing them at their river-side encampment, lifting their hearts to 
God, and thinking of the services they will hold in the Temple; and the third, picturing 
their arrival at Jerusalem, before the door of the House of the Lord. But in this last 
drawing there is an element of surprise . We can hardly see the Temple, for the artist has 
filled the foreground of the picture with the homes of the people. The company of wor- 
shippers is brought to a standstill, and the great celebration we had expected to see is 
delayed. All eyes are turned to the people at the doors of their houses. They are of 
mixed nationality, and it is evident that in these households there is no respect for the 
law of God. Such things, cried the zealous leader, ought not to be. How can we, the 
people of God, enter into the House of the Lord to give honour to His name when our 
people dishonour Him in their own homes ? (Cf. note,p. 537.) 

NOW after these things, in the reign of Arta- granted him all his request, according to the 
xerxes king of Persia, Ezra the son of Seraiah, hand of the Lord his God upon Mm. And 
the son of Azariah, the son of Hilkiah, the there went up some of the children of Israel, 
son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the son of and of the priests, and the Levites, and the 
AMtub,the sonof Amariah, the son of Azariah, singers, and the porters, and the Nethinims, 
the son of Meraioth, the son of Zerahiah, unto Jerusalem, in the seventh year of Arta- 
the son of Uzzi, the son of Bukki, the son of xerxes the king. And he came to Jerusalem 
Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the son of in the fifth month, wMch was in the seventh 
Bleazar, the son of Aaron the chief priest: year of the king. For upon the first day of 
this Ezra went up from Babylon; and he was the first month began he to go up from Baby- 
sat ready smbe in the law of Mdses, which the Ion, and on the first day of the fifth month 
Lord God of Israel had given: and the king came he to Jerusalem, according to the good 
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I hand of his God upon him. For Ezra had 
I prepared his heart to seek the law of the 

f Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Israel 

statutes and judgments. 

\ The King's Decree 

Now this is the copy of the letter that the 
king Artaxerxes gave unto Ezra the priest, 
the scribe, even a scribe of the words of the 
commandments of the Lord, and of his 
; statutes to Israel Artaxerxes, king of kings, 
unto Ezra the priest, a scribe of the law of 
j the God of heaven, perfect peace, and at such 

; a time. I make a decree, that all they of the 

people of Israel, and of Ms priests and Le~ 
I vites, in my realm, which are minded of their 
own freewill to go up to Jerusalem, go with 
thee. Forasmuch as thou art sent of the king, 
and of his seven counsellors, to enquire con- 
i cerning Judah and Jerusalem, according to 

the law of thy God wMch is in thine hand ; 
and to carry the silver and gold, which the 
■ king and his counsellors have freely offered 

unto the God of Israel, whose habitation is 
| in Jerusalem, and all the silver and gold that 
thou canst find in all the province of Babylon, 
with the freewill offering of the people, and 
of the priests, offering willingly for the house 
of their God which is in Jerusalem: that 
thou mayest buy speedily with tMs money 
bullocks, rams, lambs, with their meat offer- 
ings and their drink offerings, and offer them 
upon the altar of the house of your God wMch 
1 is in Jerusalem. And whatsoever shall seem 

good to thee, and to thy brethren, to do with 
r- the rest of die silver and the gold, that do 
after the will of your God. The vessels also 
that are given thee for the service of the 
house of thy God, those deliver thou before 
the God of Jerusalem, And whatsoever more 
shall be needful for the house of thy God, 
i which thou shalt have occasion to bestow, 

bestow it out of the king’s treasure house. 
And I, even I Artaxerxes the king, do make 
a decree to all the treasurers ' which are be- 
I yond the river, that whatsoever Ezra the 

priest, the scribe of the law of the God of 
heaven, shall require of you, it be done 
speedily, unto an hundred talents of silver, 

; and to an hundred measures of wheat, and 

to an hundred baths of wine, and to an hun- 
dred baths of oil, and salt without prescrib- 
ing how much. Whatsoever is commanded 
f by the God of heaven, let it be diligently 
! done for the house of the God of heaven : for 


EZRA 8, ii 

why should there be wrath against the realm 
of the king and his sons ? Also we certify you, 
that touching any of the priests and Levites, 
singers, porters, Nethinims, or ministers of 
this house of God, it shall not be lawful to 
impose toll, tribute, or custom, upon them. 

And thou, Ezra, after the wisdom of thy God, 
that is in thine hand, set magistrates and 
judges, wMch may judge all the people that 
are beyond the river, all such as know the 
laws of thy God; and teach ye them that 
know them not. And whosoever will not 
do the law of thy God, and the law of the 
king, let judgment be executed speedily upon 
him, whether it be unto death, or to banish- 
ment, or to confiscation of goods, or to im- 
prisonment. 

Blessed be the Lord God of our fathers, 
which hath put such a tMng as this in the 
king’s heart, to beautify the house of the 
Lord which is in Jerusalem: and hath ex- 
tended mercy unto me before the king, and 
Ms counsellors, and before all the king’s 
mighty princes. And I was strengthened as 
the hand of the Lord my God was upon me, 
and I gathered together out of Israel chief 
men to go up with me. 

Ezra's Company of Exiles 

These are now the chief of their fathers, 
and tMs is the genealogy of them that went 
up with me from Babylon, in the reign of 
Artaxerxes the king. Of the sons of Phinehas; 

Gershom : of the sons of Ithamar; Daniel: 
of the sons of David; Hattush. Of the sons 
of Shechaniah, of the sons of Pharosh; 

Zechariah: and with Mm were reckoned by 
genealogy of the males an hundred and fifty. 

Of the sons of Pahath-moab; Elihoenai the 
son of Zerahiah, and with him two hundred 
males. Of the sons of Shechaniah; the son 
of Jahaziel, and with him three hundred 
males. Of the sons also of Adin; Ebed the 
son of Jonathan, and with him fifty males. 

And of the sons of Elam; Jeshaiah the son of 
Athaliah, and with Mm seventy males. And J 

of the sons of Shephatiah; Zebadiah the son 
of Michael, and with Mm fourscore males. 

Of the sons of Joab; Obadiah .the son of 
Jehiel, and with Mm two hundred and 
eighteen males. And of the sons of She- 
lomith; the son of Josiphiah, and with him 
an hundred and threescore males. And of 
the sons of Bebai; Zechariah the son of 
Bebai, and with him twenty and eight males. 
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And of the sons of Azgad; Johanan the son 
of Hakkatan, and with him an hundred and 
ten males* And of the last sons of Adomkam, 
whose names are these, Eliphelet, Jeiel, and 
She maiah, and with them threescore males. 
Of the sons also of Bigvai; Uthai, and Zab- 
bud, and with them seventy males. 

A Wayside Encampment 

And I gathered them together to the river 
that runneth to Ahava; and there abode we 
in tents three days : and I viewed the people, 
and the priests, and found there none of the 
sons of Levi. Then sent I for Eliezer, for 
Ariel, for Shemaiah, and for Elnathan, and 
for Jarib, and for Elnathan, and for Nathan, 
and for Zechariah, and for Meshullam, chief 
men; also for Joiarib, and for Elnathan, 
men of understanding. And I sent them 
with commandment unto Iddo the chief at 
the place Casiphia, and I told them what 
they should say unto Iddo, and to his breth- 
ren the Nethinims, at the place Casiphia, 
that they should bring unto us ministers for 
the house of our God. And by the good hand 
of our God upon us they brought us a man 
of understanding, of the sons of Mahli, the 
son of Levi, the son of Israel; and Sherebiah, 
with his sons and his brethren, eighteen; 
and Hashabiah, and with him Jeshaiah of the 
sons of Merari, his brethren and their sons, 
twenty; also of the Nethinims, whom David 
and the princes had appointed for the service 
of the Levites, two hundred and twenty 
Nethinims: all of them were expressed by 
name. 

| Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the 
river of Ahava, that we might afflict ourselves 
before our God, to seek of him a right way 
for us, and for our little ones, and for all our 
substance. For I was ashamed to require 
of the king a band of soldiers and horse- 
men to help us against the enemy in the 
way: because we had spoken unto the king, 
saying, The hand of our God is upon all 
them for good that seek him; but his power 
and his wrath is against all them that forsake 
him. So we fasted and besought our God 
for this: and he was intreated of us. 

Then I separated twelve of the chief of the 
priests, Sherebiah, Hashabiah, and ten of 
their brethren with them, and weighed unto 
them the silver, and the gold, and the vessels, 
even the offering of the house of our God, 
which the king, and his counsellors, and his 


lords, and all Israel there present, had 
offered: I even weighed unto their hand six 
hundred and fifty talents of silver, and silver 
vessels an hundred talents, and of gold an 
hundred talents; also twenty basons of gold, 
of a thousand drams; and two vessels of fine 
copper, precious as gold. And I said unto 
them. Ye are holy unto the Lord ; the vessels 
are holy also; and the silver and the gold are 
a freewill offering unto the Lord God of 
your fathers. Watch ye, and keep them, until 
ye weigh them before the chief of the priests 
and the Levites, and chief of the fathers of 
Israel, at Jerusalem, in the chambers of the 
house of the Lord. So took the priests and 
the Levites the weight of the silver, and the 
gold, and the vessels, to bring them to Jeru- 
salem unto the house of our God. 

At Jerusalem 

Then we departed from the river of Ahava 
on the twelfth day of the first month, to go 
unto Jerusalem: and the hand of our God 
was upon us, and he delivered us from the 
hand of the enemy, and of such as lay in wait 
by the way. And we came to Jerusalem, and 
abode there three days. 

Now on the fourth day was the silver and 
the gold and the vessels weighed in the house 
of our God by the hand of Meremoth the 
son of Uriah the priest; and with him was 
Eleazar the son of Phinehas ; and with them 
was Jozabad the son of Jeshua, and Noadiah 
the son of Binnui, Levites; by number and 
by weight of every one: and all the weight 
was written at that time. 

Also the children of those that had been 
carried away, which were come out of the 
captivity, offered burnt offerings unto the 
God of Israel, twelve bullocks for all Israel, 
ninety and six rams, seventy and seven 
lambs, twelve he goats for a sin offering: 
all this was a burnt offering unto the Lord. 
And they delivered the king’s commissions 
unto the king’s lieutenants, and to the 
governors on this side the river: and they 
furthered the people, and the house of God. 

A Difficult Problem 

Now when these things were done, the 
princes came to me, saying, The people of 
Israel, and the priests, and the Levites, have 
not separated themselves from the people of 
the lands, doing according to their abomina- 
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lions, even of the Can&anites, the Hittites, 
the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, 
the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amo- 
rites. For they have taken of their daughters 
for themselves, and for their sons: so that 
the holy seed have mingled themselves with 
the people of those lands : yea, the hand of the 
princes and rulers hath been chief in this 
trespass. And when I heard this thing, 1 
rent my garment and my mantle, and plucked 
off the hair of my head and of my beard, 
and sat down astonied. Then were assembled 
unto me every one that trembled at the words 
of the God of Israel, because of the trans- 
gression of those that had been carried away; 
and I sat astonied until the evening sacrifice. 

And at the evening sacrifice I arose up 
from my heaviness; and having rent my 
garment and my mantle, I fell upon my 
knees, and spread out my hands unto the 
Lord my God, and said, O my God, I am 
ashamed and blush to lift up my face to thee, 
my God: for our iniquities are increased 
over our head, and our trespass is grown 
up unto the heavens. Since the days of our 
fathers have we been in a great trespass unto 
this day; and for our iniquities have we, 
our kings, and our priests, been delivered 
into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the 
sword, to captivity, and to a spoil, and to 
confusion of face, as it is this day. And now 
for a little space grace hath been shewed 
from the Lord our God, to leave us a 
remnant to escape, and to give us a nail in 
his holy place, that our God may lighten 
our eyes, and give us a little reviving in our 
bondage. For we were bondmen; yet our 
God hath not forsaken us in our bondage, 
but hath extended mercy unto us in the sight 
of the kings of Persia, to give us a reviving, 
to set up the house of our God, and to repair 
the desolations thereof, and to give us a wall 
in Judah and in Jerusalem. And now, O our 
God, what shall we say after this? for we 
have forsaken thy commandments, which 
thou hast commanded by thy servants the 
prophets, saying, The land, unto which ye 
go to possess it, is an unclean land with the 
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filthiness of the people of the lands, with 
their abominations, which have filled it from 
one end to another with their uncleanness. 
Now therefore give not your daughters unto 
their sons, neither take their daughters unto 
your sons, nor seek their peace or their wealth 
for ever: that ye may be strong, and eat 
the good of the land, and leave it for an in- 
heritance to your children for ever. And 
after all that is come upon us for our evil 
deeds, and for our great trespass, seeing that 
thou our God hast punished us less than 
our iniquities deserve, and hast given us 
such deliverance as this; should we again 
break thy commandments, and join in affinity 
with the people of these abominations? 
wouldest not thou be angry with us till thou 
faadst consumed us, so that there should be 
no remnant nor escaping? O Lord God of 
Israel, thou art righteous : for we remain yet 
escaped, as it is this day: behold, we are 
before thee in our trespasses : for we cannot 
stand before thee because of this. 

Ezra’s Solution 

Now when Ezra had prayed, and when he 
had confessed, weeping and casting himself 
down before the house of God, there assem- 
bled unto him out of Israel a very great con- 
gregation of men and women and children: 
for the people wept very sore. And Shecha- 
niah the son of Jehiel, one of the sons of 
Elam, answered and said unto Ezra, We 
have trespassed against our God, and have 
taken strange wives of the people of the land: 
yet now there is hope in Israel concerning 
this thing. Now therefore let us make a 
covenant with our God to put away all the 
wives, 1 and such as are bom of them, accord- 
ing to the counsel of my lord, and of those 
that tremble at the commandment of our 
God; and let it be done according to the law. 
Arise; for this matter belonged! unto thee: 
we also will be with thee : be of good 
courage, and do it. 

Then arose Ezra, and made the chief 
priests, the Levites, and all Israel, to swear 


1 Ezra was evidently basing his action on Dent, 7, 3, ‘Neither shalt thou make marriages with them’, without 
paying any regard to the modifications the Law allowed (Dent. 23, 7). With cruel severity he enforced the Law 
as he read it, literally and without mercy. The words of our Lord come to mind. Tour righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the scribes* (Matt. 5, 20). On page 518 we tried to indicate what we thought might 
be the underlying aim of Ezra’s zeal for his strict observance of this law. We made the point that the homes of 
men should be as holy as the House of God: which is, of course, an obvious truth suggested by the situation, 
but there can be no doubt that in Ezra’s mind the dominant desire was to make and keep Israel a pure race. It 
was the principle of nationalism he had at heart that made him so cruel. From now until the coming of 
Christ the struggle is between the spirit of nationalism and the spirit of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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that they should do according to this word. 
And they sware. Then Ezra rose up from 
before the house of God, and went into the 
chamber of Johanan the son of Eliashib : 
and when he came thither, he did eat no 
bread, nor drink water: for he mourned be- 
cause of the transgression of them that had 
been carried away. And they made pro- 
clamation throughout Judah and Jerusalem 
unto all the' children of the captivity, that 
they should gather themselves together unto 
Jerusalem; and that whosoever would not 
come within three days, according to the 
counsel of the princes and the elders, all his 
substance should be forfeited, and himself 
separated from the congregation of those 
that had been carried away. 

The Voice of the People 

Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin 
gathered themselves together unto Jerusalem 
within three days. It was the ninth month, 
on the twentieth day of the month; and all 
the people sat in the street of the house of 
God, trembling because of this matter, and 
for the great rain. And Ezra the priest stood 
up, and said unto them. Ye have transgressed, 
and have taken strange wives, to increase the 
trespass of Israel. Now therefore make con- 
fession unto the Lord God of your fathers, 
and do his pleasure : and separate yourselves 
from the people of the land, and from the 
strange' wives. .Then all the congregation 
answered and said with a loud voice. As thou 
hast said, so must we do. But the people are 
many, and it is a time of much rain, and we 
are not able to stand without, neither is this 
a work of one day or two: for we are many 
that have transgressed in this thing. Let now 
our rulers of all the congregation stand, and 
let all them which have taken strange wives 
in our cities come at appointed times, and 
with them the elders of every city, and the 
judges thereof, until the fierce wrath of our 
God for this matter be turned from us. Only 
Jonathan the son of Asahel and Jahaziah the 
son of Tikvah were employed about this 
matter: and Meshullam and Shabbethai the 
Levite helped them. 

And the children of the captivity did so. 
And Ezra the priest, with certain chief of the 
fathers, after the house, of their fathers, and 
all of them by their names, were separated, 
and sat down in the first day of the tenth 
month to examine the matter. And they 


made an end with all the men that had taken 
strange wives by the first day of the first 
month. 

A List of the Offenders 

And among the sons of the priests there 
were found that had taken strange wives: 
namely, of the sons of Jeshua the son of 
Jozadak, and his brethren; Maaseiah, and 
Eliezer, and Jarib, and Gedaliah. And they 
gave their hands that they would put away 
their wives; and being guilty, they offered 
a ram of the flock for their trespass. And 
of the sons of Immer; Hanani, and Zebadiah. 
And of the sons of Harim; Maaseiah, and 
Elijah, and Shemaiah, and Jehiel, and 
Uzziah. And of the sons ofPashur; Elioenai, 
Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethaneel, Jozabad, and 
Elasah. 

Also of the Levites ; Jozabad, and Shimei, 
and Kelaiah, (the same is Kelita,) Petha- 
hiah, Judah, and Eliezer. 

Of the singers also; Eliashib : and of the 
porters ; Shallum, and Telem, and Uri. 

Moreover of Israel: of the sons of Parosh; 
Ramiah, and Jeziah, and Malchiah, and 
Miamin, and Eleazar, and Malchijah, and 
Benaiah. And of the sons of Elam; Mat- 
taniah, Zechariah, and Jehiel, and Abdi, and 
Jeremoth, and Eliah. And of the sons of 
Zattu; Elioenai, Eliashib, Mattaniah, and 
Jeremoth, and Zabad, and Aziza., Of the 
sons also of Bebai; Jehohanan, Hananiah, 
Zabbai, and Athlai. And of the sons of Ban! ; 
Meshullam, Malluch, and Adaiah, Jashub, 
and Sheal, and Ramoth. And of the sons 
of Pahath-moab; Adna, and Chelal, Benaiah, 
Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezaleel, and Binnui, 
and Manasseh, And of the sons of Harim; 
Eliezer, Ishijah, Malchiah, Shemaiah, Shim- 
eon, Benjamin, Malluch, and Shemariah. 
Of the sons of Hashum; Mattenai, Matta- 
thah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, Manasseh, 
and Shimei. Of the sons of Bani; Maadai, 
Amram, and Uel, Benaiah, Bedeiah, Chelluh, 
Yaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib, Mattaniah, 
Mattenai, and Jaasau, and Bani, 'and Binnui, 
Shimei, and Shelemiah, and Nathan, and 
Adaiah, Machnadebai, Shashai, Sharai, Aza- 
reel, and Shelemiah, Shemariah, Shallum, 
Amariah, and Joseph. Of the sons of Nebo; 
Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Jadau, and 
Joel, Benaiah. All these had taken strange 
wives : and some of them had wives by whom 
they had children. 


NEHEMIAH 

WORSHIP, WELFARE, AND WISDOM ARE THE KEY- 
WORDS OF RECONSTRUCTION FOR EVERY AGE 

The subject of this book is soon determined , and when we regard it in relation to the 
subject-matter of the book of Ezra we can see possible reasons for dividing what was 
originally one chronicle into two separate books, and for placing them in their present 
order* But it must not be assumed that the material, as it now stands, gives the events 
in their historical sequence . The western mind likes to see things in their chronological 
order, but this is not the only way of telling a story* Sometimes it is not the best way . 
Much depends upon the purpose of the writer, and our chronicler was attempting to do 
more than teach history* 

In Ezra, therefore, we have pictures which focus our attention on Worship as the 
underlying interest of this period: on the place of worship in human life; on the people 
who, in their hearts, know the secret of worship* In Nehemiah we are reminded of the 
second point of interest in the revelation; for the drawings here are designed to concentrate 
our thoughts on Welfare, on the social and spiritual well-being of the people* Naturally 
the pictures throughout both books have much in common; they all deal with the work of 
recovery: but those in Ezra deal mainly with the Temple and its worshippers, and 
these in Nehemiah with the city and its citizens. It is easy to see why they form, in con- 
tent, one book, for the worshipper of God must be also a worker for God * Where His 
Temple stands, a new city must be built* 

THE HOLY CITY 

T HE words of Nehemiah the son of 
Hachaliah. And it came to pass in 
the month Chisleu, in the twentieth 
year, as I was in Shushan the palace, 
that Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he 
and certain men of Judah; and I asked them 
concerning the Jews that had escaped, which 
were left of the captivity, and concerning 
Jerusalem. And they said unto me. The 
remnant that are left of the captivity there 
in the province are in great affliction and 
reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also is 
broken down, and the gates thereof are 
burned with fire. 

And it came to pass, when I heard these 
words, that I sat down and wept, and 
mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed 
before the God of heaven, and said, I be- 
seech thee, O Lorjd God of heaven, the 
great and terrible God, that keepeth cove- 
nant and mercy for them that love him and 
Observe his commandments: let thine ear 
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now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that 
thou mayest hear the prayer of thy servant, 
which I pray before thee now, day and night, 
for the children of Israel thy servants, and 
confess the sins of the children of Israel, 
which we have sinned against thee : both I 
and my father’s house have sinned. We have 
dealt very corruptly against thee, and have 
not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, 
nor the judgments, which thou commandedst 
thy servant Moses. Remember, I beseech 
thee, the word that thou commandedst thy 
servant Moses, saying. If ye transgress, I 
will scatter you abroad among the nations : 
but if ye turn unto me, and keep my com- 
mandments, and do them; though there were 
of you cast out unto the uttermost part of the 
heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, 
and will bring them unto the place that I 
have chosen to set my name there. Now 
these are thy servants and thy people, whom 
thou hast redeemed by thy great power, and 
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by thy strong hand. O Lord, 1 beseech thee, 
let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of 
thy servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, 
who desire to fear thy name: and prosper, 
I pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant 
him mercy in the sight of this man. For I 
was the king’s cupbearer. 

And it came to pass in the month Nisan, 
in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, 
that wine was before him: and 1 took up the 
wine, and gave it unto the king. Now 1 had 
not been beforetime sad in Ms presence. 
Wherefore the king said unto me. Why is thy 
countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? 
this is nothing else but sorrow of heart. Then 
I was very sore afraid, and said unto the king. 
Let the king live for ever : why should not my 
countenance be sad, when the city, the place 
of my fathers’ sepulchres, lieth waste, and 
the gates thereof are consumed with fire? 
Then the king said unto me. For what dost 
thou make request? So I prayed to the God 
of heaven. And I said unto the king, If it 
please the king, and if thy servant have 
found favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest 
send me unto Judah, unto the city of my 
fathers’ sepulchres, that I may build it. And 
the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting 
by him,) For how long shall thy journey be? 
and when wilt thou return? So it pleased 
the king to send me; and I set Mm. a time. 
Moreover I said unto the king. If it please 
the king, let letters be given me to the 
governors beyond the river, that they may 
convey me over till I come into Judah; and 
a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king’s 
forest, that he may give me timber to make 
beams for the gates of the palace which 
appertained to the house, and for the wall of 
the dty, and for the house that I shall enter 
into. And the king granted me, according to 
the good hand of my God upon me. 
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In Jerusalem 

' Then I came to the governors beyond the 
river, and gave them the king’s letters. Now 
the king had sent captains of the army and 
horsemen with me. When Sanballat the 


ingly that there was come a man to seek the 
welfare 1 of the children of Israel, So I came 
to Jerusalem, and was there three days. 

A Night Ride 

And I arose in the night, I and some few 
men with me; neither told I any man what 
my God had put in my heart to do at Jeru- 
salem : neither was there any beast with me, 
save the beast that I rode upon. And I went 
out by night by the gate of the valley, even 
before the dragon well, and to the dung port, 
and viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which 
were broken down, and the gates thereof 
were consumed with fire. Then I went on 
to the gate of the fountain, and to the king’s 
pool: but there was no place for the beast 
that was under me to pass. Then went I 
up in the night by the brook, and viewed 
the wall, and turned back, and entered by the 
gate of the valley, and so returned. And 
the rulers knew not whither I went, or what 
I did ; neither had I as yet told it to the Jews, 
nor to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor to 
the rulers, nor to the rest that did the work* 

Rebuilding the Wall 

Then said I unto them, Ye see. the distress 
that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, 
and the gates thereof are burned with fire: 
come, and let us build up the wall of Jeru- 
salem, that we be no more a reproach. Then 
I told them of the hand of my God wMch was 
good upon me; as also the king’s words that 
he had spoken unto me. And they said. 
Let us rise up and build. So they streng- 
thened their hands for this good work. But 
when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah 
the servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the 
Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to scorn, 
and despised us, and said. What is this thing 
that ye do? will ye rebel against the king? 
Then answered I them, and said unto them. 
The God of heaven, he will prosper us; 
therefore we his servants will arise and build : 
but ye have no portion, nor right, nor me- 
morial, in Jerusalem. 

Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with 
his brethren the priests, and they builded the 


Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Am - 
monite, heard of it, it grieved them exceed- 

was .“° t ’ ^ Ezra > a reli 8ious enthusiast. God’s workmen are of many type 
His night ride round s ^ ewdj £actf ul> resourceful yet great-hearted, kindly and modes 

To l was t0 avoid stirrin S UP trouble before he was ready to meet i 
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sheep gate; they sanctified it* and set up the pool of Siloah by the king’s garden* and unto 
doors of it; even unto the tower of Mesh the stairs that go down from the city of 

they sanctified it* unto the tower of Hana- David, After him repaired Nehemiah the 

neel. And next unto him builded the men son of Azbuk* the ruler of the half part of 

of Jericho. And next to them builded Zaccur Beth-zur* unto the place over against the 

the son of Imri. But the fish gate did the sepulchres of David* and to the pool that was 

sons, of Hassenaah build, who also laid the made* and unto the house of the mighty, 

beams thereof* and set up the doors thereof* After him repaired the Levites* Rehum the 

the locks thereof* and the bars thereof. And son of BanL Next unto him repaired Hash- 

next unto them repaired Meremoth the son abiah* the ruler of the half part of Keilah* 
of Urijah* the son of Koz. And next unto in his part. After him repaired their breth- 
them repaired Meshullam the son of Here- ren* Bavai the son of Henadad* the ruler of 
chiah* the son of Meshezabeel. And next the half part of Keilah. And next to him 

unto them repaired Zadok the son of Baana. repaired Ezer the son of Jeshua* the ruler of 

And next unto them the Tekoites repaired; Mizpah* another piece over against the going 
but their nobles put not their necks to the up to the armoury at the turning of the wall, 
work of their Lord. After him Baruch the son of Zabbai earnestly 

Moreover the old gate repaired Jehoiada repaired the other piece* from the turning 
the son of Paseah* and Meshullam the son of the wall unto the door of the house of 
of Besodeiah; they laid the beams thereof* Eliashib the high priest. After him repaired 
and set up the doors thereof* and the locks Meremoth the son of Urijah the son of Koz 
thereof* and the bars thereof. And next unto another piece* from the door of the house of 
them repaired Melatiah the Gibeonite* and Eliashib even to the end of the house of 
Jadon the Meronothite* the men of Gibeon, Eliashib. And after him repaired the priests, 
and of Mizpah* unto the throne of the gover- the men of the plain. After him repaired 
nor on this side the river. Next unto him Benjamin and Hashub over against their 
repaired Uzziel the son of Harhaiah* of the house. After him repaired Azariah the son 
goldsmiths. Next unto him also repaired of Maaseiah the son of Ananiah by his house. 
Hananiah the son of one of the apothe- After him repaired Binnui the son of Hena- 
caries* and they fortified Jerusalem unto the dad another piece* from the house of Azariah 
broad wall. And next unto them repaired unto the turning of the wall* even unto the 
Rephaiah the son of Hur* the ruler of the comer. Palal the son of Uzai* over against 
half part of Jerusalem. And next unto them the turning of the wall* and the tower which 
repaired Jedaiah the son of Harumaph* even lieth out from the king’s high house* that 
over against his house. And next unto him was by the court of the prison. After him 
repaired Hattush the son of Hashabniah. Pedaiah the son of Parosh. Moreover the 
Malchijah the son of Harim* and Hashub Nethinims dwelt in Ophel* unto the place 
the son of Pahath-moab* repaired the other over against the water gate toward the east, 
piece* and the tower of the furnaces. And and the tower that lieth out. After them 
next unto him repaired Shallum the son of the Tekoites repaired another piece* over 
Halohesh* the ruler of the half part of Jeru- against the great tower that lieth out* even 
salem* he and his daughters. unto the wall of Ophel. 

The valley gate repaired Hamm, and the From above the horse gate repaired the 
inhabitants of Zanoah; they built it* and set priests, every one over against his house, 
up the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and After them repaired Zadok the son of Immer 
the bars thereof* and a thousand cubits on over against his house. After him repaired 
the wall unto the dung gate. But the dung also Shemaiah the son of Shechaniah, the 
gate repaired Malchiah the son of Rechab* keeper of the east gate. After him repaired 
the ruler of part of Beth-haccerem; he built Hananiah the son of Shelemiah* and Hanun 
it* and set up the doors thereof, the locks the sixth son of Zalaph, another piece. After 
thereof* and the bars thereof. him repaired Meshullam the son of Berechiah 

But the gate of the fountain repaired over against his chamber. After him repaired 
Shallun the son of Col-hozeh* the ruler of Malchiah the goldsmith’s son unto the place 
part of Mizpah; he built it* and covered it, of the Nethinims* and of the merchants, 
and set up the doors thereof* the locks there- over against the gate Miphkad* and to the 
of* and the bars thereof* and the wall of the going up of the corner. And between the 
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going up of the comer unto the sheep gate 
repaired the goldsmiths and the merchants. 

Opposition 

But it came to pass, that when SanbaHat 
heard that we builded the wall, he was wroth, 
and took great indignation, and mocked the 
Jews, And he spake before his brethren and 
the army of Samaria, and said. What do these 
feeble Jews? will they fortify themselves? 
will they sacrifice? will they make an end 
in a day? will they revive the stones out of 
the heaps of the rubbish which are burned? 
Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, and 
he said. Even that which they build, if a fox 
go up, he shall even break down their stone 
wall. Hear, O our God ; for we are despised : 
and turn their reproach upon their own head, 
and give them for a prey in the land of 
captivity: and cover not their iniquity, and 
let not their sin be blotted out from before 
thee: for they have provoked thee to anger 
before the builders. So built we the wall; 
and all the wall was joined together unto the 
half thereof: for the people had a mind to 
work.' 

But it came to pass, that when SanbaHat, 
and Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the Am- 
monites, and the Ashdodites, heard that the 
walls of Jerusalem were made up, and that 
the breaches began to be stopped, then they 
were very wroth, and conspired all of them 
together to come and to fight against Jeru- 
salem, and to hinder it. Nevertheless we 
made our prayer unto our God, and set a 
watch 1 against them day and night, because 
of them. And Judah said. The strength 
of the bearers of burdens is decayed, and 
there is much rubbish; so that we are not 
able to build the wall. And our adversaries 
said. They shall not know, neither see, till 
we come in the midst among them, and slay 
them, and cause the work to cease. And it 
came to pass, that when the Jews which 
dwelt by them came, they said unto us ten 
times. From all places whence ye shall return 
unto us they will be upon you. Therefore 
set I in the lower places behind the wall, and 
on the higher places, I even set the people 
after their families with their swords, their 
spears, and their bows. And I looked, and 


rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to the 
rulers, and to the rest of the people. Be not 
ye afraid of them : remember the Lord, which 
is great and terrible, and fight for your breth- 
ren, your sons, and your daughters, your 
wives, and your houses. 

A Critical Time 

And it came to pass, when our enemies 
heard that it was known unto us, and God 
had brought their counsel to nought, that 
we returned all of us to the wall, every one 
unto his work. And it came to pass from 
that time forth, that the half of my servants 
wrought in the work, and the other half of 
them held both the spears, the shields, and 
the bows, and the habergeons ; and the rulers 
were behind all the house of Judah. They 
which builded on the wall, and they that 
bare burdens, with those that laded, every 
one with one of his hands wrought in the 
work, and with the other hand held a weapon. 
For the builders, every one had his sword 
girded by his side, and so builded. And he 
that sounded the trumpet was by me. And 
I said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and 
to the rest of the people. The work is great 
and large, and we are separated upon the 
wall, one far from another. In what place 
therefore ye hear the sound of the trumpet, 
resort ye thither unto us : our God shall fight 
for us. 

So we laboured in the work: and half of 
them held the spears from the rising of the 
morning till the stars appeared. Likewise 
at the same time said I unto the people. Let 
every one with his servant lodge within Jeru- 
salem, that in the night they may be a guard 
to us, and labour on the day. So neither I, 
nor my brethren, nor my servants, nor the 
men of the guard which followed me, none 
of us put off our clothes, saving that every 
one put them off for washing. 


And there was a great cry 2 of the people 
and of their wives against their brethren 
the Jews. For there were that said. We, 
our sons, and our daughters, are many: 
therefore we take up com for them, that we 
may eat, and live. Some also there were that 
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1 W<i must admire Ms manl y conduct. He prays to God and then plays his part with common sense and 


said* We have mortgaged our lands* vine- 
yards* and houses* that we might buy com* 
because of the dearth. There were also that 
said. We have borrowed money for the king's 
tribute, and that upon our lands and vine- 
yards. Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of 
our brethren* our children as their children: 
and, lo, we bring into bondage our sons and 
our daughters to be servants, and some of our 
daughters are brought unto bondage already: 
neither is it in our power to redeem them, for 
other men have our lands and vineyards. 

A Noble Example- 

Mid I was very angry when 1 heard their 
cry and these words. Then I consulted with 
myself* and I rebuked the nobles* and the 
rulers* and said unto them* Ye exact usury* 
every one of his brother. And I set a great 
assembly against them. And I said unto 
them, We after our ability have redeemed 
our brethren the Jews, which were sold unto 
the heathen ; and will ye even sell your breth- 
ren? or shall they be sold unto us? Then 
held they their peace, and found nothing to 
answer. Also I said. It is not good that ye 
do: ought ye not to walk in the fear of our 
God because of the reproach of the heathen 
our enemies? I likewise, and my brethren, 
and my servants, might exact of them money 
and com: I pray you, let us leave off this 
usury. Restore, I pray you, to them, even 
this day, their lands, their vineyards, their 
oliveyards, and their houses, also the hun- 
dredth part of the money* and of the corn* 
the wine, and the oil, that ye exact of them. 
Then said they* We will restore them* and 
will require nothing of them; so will we do 
as thou sayest. Then I called the priests, and 
took an oath of them, that they should do ac- 
cording to this promise. Also I shook my 
lap, and said. So God shake out every man 
from his house, and from his labour, that 
performeth not this promise, even thus be 
he shaken out, and emptied. And all the 
congregation said, Amen, and praised the 
Lord. And the people did according to this 
promise. 

Moreover from the time that I was ap- 
pointed to be their governor in the land of 
Judah, from the twentieth year even unto the 
two and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes the king, 
that is, twelve years, I and my brethren have 
not eaten the bread of the governor. But the 
former governors that had been before me 
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were chargeable unto the people* and had 
taken of them bread and wine* beside forty 
shekels of silver; yea* even their servants 
bare rule over the people : but so did not. I* 
because of the fear of God. Yea, also I con- 
tinued in the work of this wall* neither 
bought we any land: and all my servants 
were gathered thither unto the work. More- 
over there were at my table an hundred and 
fifty of the Jews and rulers* beside those that 
came unto us from among the heathen that 
are about us. Now that which was prepared 
for me daily was one ox and six choice sheep ; 
also fowls were prepared for me, and once 
in ten days store of all sorts of wine: yet for 
all this required not I the bread of the gover- 
nor* because the bondage was heavy upon 
this people. Think upon me, my God, for 
good, according to all that I have done for 
this people. 

A Reply to Mischief-makers 

Now it came to pass, when Sanballat, and 
Tobiah, and Geshem the Arabian, and the 
rest of our enemies, heard that I had builded 
the wall, and that there was no breach left 
therein; (though at that time I had not set 
up the doors upon the gates ;) that Sanballat 
and Geshem sent unto me* saying, Come, 
let us meet together in some one of the 
villages in the plain of Ono. But they thought 
to do me mischief. And I sent messengers 
unto them, saying, I am doing a great work, 
so that I cannot come down : why should the 
work cease, whilst I leave it* and come down 
to you? Yet they sent unto me four times 
after this sort; and I answered them after 
the same manner. Then sent Sanballat his 
servant unto me in like maimer the fifth 
time with an open letter in his hand; where- 
in was written, It is reported among the 
heathen, and Gashmu saith it, that thou and 
the Jews think to rebel : for which cause thou 
buildest the wall, that thou mayest be their 
king, according to these words. And thou 
hast also appointed prophets to preach of 
thee at Jerusalem* saying* There is a king in 
Judah: and now shall it be reported to the 
king according to these words. Come now 
therefore, and let us take counsel together. 
Then I sent unto him, saying, There are no 
such things done as thou sayest, but thou 
feignest them out of thine own heart. For 
they all made us afraid, saying. Their hands 
shall be weakened from the work, that it be 
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not done. Now therefore, O God, strengthen 
my hands. 

Afterward I came unto the house of 
Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the son of 
Mehetabeel, who was shut up; and he said. 
Let us meet together in the house of God, 
within the temple, and let us shut the doors 
of the temple; for they will come to slay 
thee; yea, in the night will they come to slay 
thee. And I said. Should such a man as I 
flee? and who is there, that, being as I am, 
would go into the temple to save his life? 
I will not go in. And, lo, I perceived that 
God had not sent him; but that he pro- 
nounced this prophecy against me: for 
Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. There- 
fore was he hired, that I should be afraid, 
and do so, and sin, and that they might have 
matter for an evil report, that they might 
reproach me. My God, think thou upon 
Tobiah and Sanballat according to these 
their works, and on the prophetess Noadiah, 
and the rest of the prophets, that would have 
put me in fear. 

The Wall Completed 

So the wall was finished in the twenty and 
fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and two 
days. And it came to pass, that when all our 
enemies heard thereof, and all the heathen 
that were about us saw these things, they 
were much cast down in their own eyes : for 
they perceived that this work was wrought 
of our God. Moreover in those days the 
nobles of Judah sent many letters unto 
Tobiah, and the letters of Tobiah came unto 
them. For there were many in Judah sworn 
unto him, because he was the son in law of 
Shechaniah the son of Arah; and his son 
Johanan had taken the daughter of Meshul- 
lam the son of Berechiah. Also they reported 
his good deeds before me, and uttered my 
words to him. And Tobiah sent letters to put 
me in fear. 

Now it came to pass, when the wall was 
built, and I had set up the doors, and the 
porters and the singers and the Levites were 
appointed, that I gave my brother Hanani, 
and Han&niah the ruler of the palace, charge 
over Jerusalem: for he was a faithful man, 
and feared God above many. And I said 
unto them. Let not the gates of Jerusalem be 
opened until the sun be hot; and while they 
stand by, let them shut the doors, and bar 
them : and appoint watches of the inhabitants 


of Jerusalem, every one in Ms watch, and 
every one to be over against his house. Now 
the city was large and great: but the people 
were few therein, and the houses were not 
builded. 

The City Register 

And my God put into mine heart to gather 
together the nobles, and the rulers, and the 
people, that they might be reckoned by 
genealogy. And I found a register of the 
genealogy of them which came up at the 
first, and found written therein. These are 
the children of the province, that went up 
out of the captivity, of those that had been 
carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the 
king of Babylon had carried away, and came 
again to Jerusalem and to Judah, every one 
unto his city; who came with Zerubbabel, 
Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, Naha- 
mani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, 
Nehum, Baanah. 

The number, I say, of the men of the 
people of Israel was this; the children of 
Parosh, two thousand an hundred seventy 
and two. The children of Shephatiah, three 
hundred seventy and two. The children of 
Arah, six hundred fifty and two. The child- 
ren of Pahath-moab, of the children of Jeshua 
and Joab, two thousand and eight hundred 
and eighteen. The children of Elam, a thou- 
sand two hundred fifty and four. The chil- 
dren of Zattu, eight hundred forty and five. 
The children of Zaccai, seven hundred and 
threescore. The children of Binnui, six hun- 
dred forty and eight. The children of Bebai, 
six hundred twenty and eight. The children 
of Azgad, two thousand three hundred twenty 
and two. The children of Adonikam, six 
hundred threescore and seven. The children 
of Bigvai, two thousand threescore and seven. 
The children of Adin, six hundred fifty and 
five. The children of Ater of Hezekiah, 
ninety and eight. The children of Hashum, 
three hundred twenty and eight. The chil- 
dren of Bezai, three hundred twenty and 
four. The children of Hariph, an hundred 
and twelve. The children of Gibeon, ninety 
and five. The men of Beth-lehem and Neto- 
phah, an hundred fourscore and eight. The 
men of Anathoth, an hundred twenty and 
eight. The men of Beth-azmaveth, forty and 
two. ThemenofEdrjath-jearim,Chephirah, 
and Beeroth, seven hundred forty and three. 
The men of Ramah and Gaba, six hundred 
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twenty and one. The men of Michmas, an 
hundred and twenty and two. The men of 
Beth-el and Ai, an hundred twenty and 
three. The men of the other Nebo, fifty and 
two. The children of the other Elam, a thou- 
sand two hundred fifty and four. The chil- 
dren of Harim, three hundred and twenty. 
The children of Jericho, three hundred forty 
and five. The children of Lod, Hadid, and 
Ono, seven hundred twenty and one. The 
children of Senaah, three thousand nine 
hundred and thirty. 

The priests: the children of Jedaiah, of 
the house of Jeshua, nine hundred seventy 
and three. The children of Immer, a thou- 
sand fifty and two. The children of Pashur, 
a thousand two hundred forty and seven. 
The children of Harim, a thousand and 
seventeen. 

The Levites : the children of Jeshua, of 
Kadmiel, and of the children of Hodevah, 
seventy and four. The singers : the children 
of Asaph, an hundred forty and eight. The 
porters : the children of Shallum, the children 
of Ater, the children of Talmon, the children 
of Akkub, the children of Hatita, the chil- 
dren of Shobai, an hundred thirty and eight. 

The Nethinims : the children of Ziha, the 
children of Hashupha, the children of Tab- 
baoth, the children of Keros, the children of 
Sia, the children of Padon, the children of 
Lebana, the children ofHagaba, the children 
of Shalmai, the children of Hanan, the chil- 
dren of Giddel, the children of Gahar, the 
children of Reaiah, the children of Rezin, 
the children of Nekoda, the children of Gaz- 
zam, the children of Uzza, the children of 
Phaseah, the children of Besai, the children 
of Meunim, the children of Nephishesim, the 
children of Bakbuk, the children of Hakupha, 
the children of Harhur, the children of 
Bazlith, the children of Mehida, the children 
of Harsha, the children of Barkos, the 
children of Sisera, the children of Tamah, 
the children of Neziah, the children of 
Hatipha. 

The children of Solomon’s servants : the 
children of Sotai, the children of Sophereth, 
the children of Perida, the children of Jaala, 
the children of Darkon, the children of 
Giddel, the children of Shephatiah, the chil- 


dren of Hattil, the children of Pochereth of 
Zebaim, the children of Amon. All the 
Nethinims, and the children of Solomon’s 
servants, were three hundred ninety and two. 

And these were they which went up also 
from Tel-melah, Tel-haresha, Cherub* Ad- 
don, and Immer: but they could not shew 
their father’s house, nor their seed, whether 
they were of Israel. The children of Delaiah, 
the children of Tobiah, the children of Ne- 
koda, six hundred forty and two. And of the 
priests : the children ofHabaiah, the children 
of Koz, the children of Barzillai, which took 
one of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite 
to wife, and was called after their name. 
These sought their register among those that 
were reckoned by genealogy, but it was not 
found: therefore were they, as polluted, put 
from the priesthood. And the Tirshatha said 
unto them, that they should not eat of the 
most holy things, till there stood up a priest 
with Urim and Thummirn. 

The whole congregation together was forty 
and two thousand three hundred and three- 
score, beside their manservants and their 
maidservants, of whom there were seven 
thousand three hundred thirty and seven: 
and they had two hundred forty and five sing- 
ing men and singing women. Their horses, 
seven hundred thirty and six: their mules, 
two hundred forty and five: their camels, 
four hundred thirty and five: six thousand 
seven hundred and twenty asses. 

And some of the chief of the fathers gave 
unto the work. The Tirshatha gave to the 
treasure a thousand drams of gold, fifty 
basons, five hundred and thirty priests 5 gar- 
ments. And some of the chief of the fathers 
gave to the treasure of the work twenty thou- 
sand drams of gold, and two thousand and 
two hundred pound of silver. And that which 
the rest of the people gave was twenty thou- 
sand drams of gold, and two thousand pound 
of silver, and threescore and seven priests’ 
garments.::' 

So the priests, and the Levites, and the 
porters, and the singers, and some of the 
people, and the Nethinims, and all Israel, 
dwelt in their cities; and when the seventh 
month came, the children of Israel were in 
their cities. 


The dates of the important events in this period, 

537 The Return under Zerubbabel and Joshua. 445 Nehemiah arrives. 

536 Work on Temple begun. 444 Wall completed. 

536-20 Work Interrupted. 397 The Law read by Ezra. 

516 Temple completed. 
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THE SACRED BOOK Nehemiah 8, x— 10, 39 

What means the growing crowd we see in this chapter, gathering as one man to the street 
that broadens into a square at the city gate? What purpose makes these people of all 
ages leave their homes and band together to press their demands on their leaders? Is it 
hunger? Yes , but the hunger that to-day makes no demonstration, the hunger for the 
word of God . And, in a way , it was new to Israel The Exile had given Ezra, the 
diligent student of the Law of Moses, the opportunity of collecting, preserving, and 
properly presenting the precious records that had been rescued from the wreckage of the 
national fortunes. He had brought the book with him, the hook that contained nows of 
God and the precious promises of His Covenant . Eager and expectant, the people await 
the reading of the revelation . To the Temple and its altar is now added the sacred book 
which Israel will ultimately value above all its treasures, and which we treasure as the 
nucleus of our Bible. 

AND all the people gathered themselves and Ezra the priest the scribe, and the Le- 
together as one man into the street that was vires that taught the people, said unto all 
before the water gate; and they spake unto the people. This day is holy unto the Lord 
Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law your God; mourn not, nor weep. For all 
of Moses, which the Lord had commanded the people wept, when they heard the words 
to Israel. And Ezra the priest brought the of the law. Then he said unto them. Go 
law before the congregation both of men and your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, 
women, and all that could hear with under- and send portions unto them for whom no- 
standing, upon the first day of the seventh thing is prepared: for this day is holy unto 
month. And he read therein before the street our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy 
that was before the water gate from the mom- of the Lord is your strength. So the Levites 
ing until midday, before the men and the stilled all the people, saying. Hold your peace, 
women, and those that could understand; for the day is holy; neither be ye grieved, 
and the ears of all the people were attentive And all the people went their way to eat, and 
unto the book of the law. And Ezra the scribe to drink, and to send portions, and to make 
stood upon a pulpit of wood, which they had great mirth, because they had understood 
made for the purpose; and beside him stood the words that were declared unto them. 
Mattithiah, and Shema, and Anaiah, and 
Urijahj and Hilkiah, and Maaseiah, on his Studying the Book 
right hand; and on his left hand, Pedaiah, And on the second day were gathered 
and Mishael, and Malchiah, and Hashum, together the chief of the fathers of all the 
and Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshul- people, the priests, and the Levites, unto 
lam. And Ezra opened the book in the sight Ezra the scribe, even to understand the words 
of all the people; (for he was above all the of the law. And they found written in the 
people;) and when he opened it, all the people law which the Lord had commanded by 
stood tip : and Ezra blessed the Lord, the Moses, that the children of Israel should 
great God. And all the people answered, dwell in booths in the feast of the seventh 
Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: month: and that they should publish and 
and they bowed their heads, and worshipped proclaim in all their cities, and in Jerusalem, 
the Lord with their faces to the ground, saying. Go forth unto the mount, and fetch 
Also Jeshua, and Bam, and Sherebiah, Ja- olive branches, and pine branches, and myrtle 
min, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, branches, and palm branches, and branches 
ReEta, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, of thick trees, to make booths, as it is written, 
and the Levites, caused the people to under- So the people went forth, and brought 
stand the law: and the people stood in their them, and made themselves booths, every 
place. So they read in the book in the law of one upon the roof of his house, and in their 
God distinctly, and gave the sense, and courts, and in the courts of the house of God, 

k caused them to understand the reading. and in the street of the water gate, and in the 
And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, street of the gate of Ephraim. And all the 
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THE FOUNTAIN OF WISDOM FLOWS THROUGH BOOKS 


If the quest for culture is the heroic deed that is reserved for us and the coming 
generations it must he the culture of the spirit as well as the culture of the mind . The 
stream of spiritual culture flows most freely through the Book of Books, healing and 
quickening the heart and mind . 


congregation of them that were come again 
out of the captivity made booths, and sat 
under the booths : for since the days of 
Jeshua the son of Nun unto that day had not 
the children of Israel done so. And there 
was very great gladness. Also day by day, 
from the first day unto the last day, he read 
in the book of the law of God. And they kept 
the feast seven days; and on the eighth day 
was a solemn assembly, according unto the 


The Revelation of the Book 

Now in the twenty and fourth day of this 
month the children of Israel were assembled 
with fasting, and with sackclothes, and earth 
upon them. And the seed of Israel separated 
themselves from all strangers, and stood and 
confessed their sins, and the iniquities of 
their fathers. And they stood up in their 
place, and read in the book of the law of the 
Lord their God one fourth part of the day; 
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and another fourth part they confessed, and 
worshipped the Lord their God. Then stood 
up upon the stairs, of the Levites, Jeshua, 
and Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, 
Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani, and cried 
with a loud voice unto the Lord their God. 

Then the Levites, Jeshua, and Kadmiel, 
Bani, Hashabniah, Sherebiah, Hodijah, 
Shebaniah, and Fethahiah, said, Stand up 
and bless the Lord your God for ever and 
ever : and blessed be thy glorious name, which 
is exalted above all blessing and praise. Thou, 
even thou, art Lord alone; thou hast made 
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their 
host, the earth, and all things that are therein, 
the seas, and all that is therein, and thou 
preservest them all; and the host of heaven 
worshippeth thee. Thou art the Lord the 
God, who didst choose Abram, and brought- 
est him forth out of Ur of the Chaldees, 
and gavest him the name of Abraham; and 
foundest his heart faithful before thee, and 
madest a covenant with him to give the land 
of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, 
and the Perizzites, and the Jebusites, and the 
Girgashites, to give it, I say, to his seed, and 
hast performed thy words; for thou art 
righteous: and didst see the affliction of our 
fathers in Egypt, and heardest their cry by 
the Red sea; and shewedst signs and won- 
ders upon Pharaoh, and on all his servants, 
and on all the people of his land: for thou 
knewest that they dealt proudly against them. 
So didst thou get thee a name, as it is this day. 
And thou didst divide the sea before them, 
so that they went through the midst of the 
sea on the dry land; and their persecutors 
thou threwest into the deeps, as a stone into 
the mighty waters. Moreover thou leddest 
them in the day by a cloudy pillar; and in 
the night by a pillar of fire, to give them light 
in the way wherein they should go. Thou 
earnest down also upon mount Sinai, and 
spakest with them from heaven, and gavest 
them right judgments, and true laws, good 
statutes and commandments : and madest 
known unto them thy holy sabbath, and com- 
mandedst them precepts, statutes, and laws, 
by the hand of Moses thy servant : and gavest 
them bread from heaven for their hunger, 
and broughtest forth water for them out of 
the rock for their thirst, and promisedst them 
that they should go in to possess the land 
which thou hadst sworn to give them. 

But they and our fathers dealt proudly, 
and hardened their necks, and hearkened not 


to thy commandments, and refused to obey, 
neither were mindful of thy wonders that 
thou didst among them; but hardened their 
necks, and in their rebellion appointed a cap- 
tain to return to their bondage : but thou art 
a God ready to pardon, gracious and merci- 
ful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and 
forsookest them not* Yea, when they had 
made them a molten calf, and said. This is 
thy God that brought thee up out of Egypt, 
and had wrought great provocations; yet 
thou in thy manifold mercies forsookest them 
not in the wilderness : the pillar of the cloud 
departed not from them by day, to lead them 
in the way; neither the pillar of fire by night, 
to shew them light, and the way wherein they 
should go. Thou gavest also thy good spirit 
to instruct them, and withheldest not thy 
manna from their mouth, and gavest them 
water for their thirst. Yea, forty years didst 
thou sustain them in the wilderness, so that 
they lacked nothing; their clothes waxed not 
old, and their feet swelled not. Moreover 
thou gavest them kingdoms and nations, and 
didst divide them into corners : so they pos- 
sessed the land of Sihon, and the land of the 
king of Heshbon, and the land of Og king of 
Bashan. Their children also multipliedst 
thou as the stars of heaven, and broughtest 
them into the land, concerning which thou 
hadst promised to their fathers, that they 
should go in to possess it. So the children 
went in and possessed the land, and thou 
subduedst before them the inhabitants of the 
land, the Canaanites, and gavest them into 
their hands, with their kings, and the people 
of the land, that they might do with them as 
they would. And they took strong cities, and 
a fat land, and possessed houses full of all 
goods, wells digged, vineyards, and olive- 
yards, and fruit trees in abundance: so they 
did eat, and were filled, and became fat, and 
delighted themselves in thy great goodness. 

Nevertheless they were disobedient, and 
rebelled against thee, and cast thy law behind 
their backs, and slew thy prophets which 
testified against them to turn them to thee, 
and they wrought great provocations. There- 
fore thou deliveredst them into the hand of 
their enemies, who vexed them : and in the 
time of their trouble, when they cried unto 
thee, thou heardest them from heaven; and 
according to thy manifold mercies thou gavest 
them saviours, who saved them out of the 
hand of their enemies. But after they had 
rest, they did evil again before thee: there- 


fore leftest thou them in the hand of their 
enemies, so that they had the dominion over 
them; yet when they returned, and cried 
unto thee, thou heardest them from heaven; 
and many times didst thou deliver them ac- 
cording to thy mercies; and testifiedst against 
them, that thou mightest bring them again 
unto thy law: yet they dealt proudly, and 
hearkened not unto thy commandments, but 
sinned against thy judgments, (which if a 
man do, he shall live in them;) and withdrew 
the shoulder, and hardened their neck, and 
would not hear. Yet many years didst thou 
forbear them, and testifiedst against them by 
thy spirit in thy prophets : yet would they 
not give ear ; therefore gavest thou them into 
the hand of the people of the lands. Never- 
theless for thy great mercies’ sake thou didst 
not utterly consume them, nor forsake them; 
for thou art a gracious and merciful God. 

Now therefore, our God, the great, the 
mighty, and the terrible God, who keepest 
covenant and mercy, let not all the trouble 
seem little before thee, that hath come upon 
us, on our kings, on our princes, and on our 
priests, and on our prophets, and on our fa- 
thers, and on all thy people, since the time 
of the kings of Assyria unto this day. How- 
beit thou art just in all that is brought upon 
us; for thou hast done right, but we have 
done wickedly: neither have our kings, our 
princes, our priests, nor our fathers, kept 
thy law, nor hearkened unto thy command- 
ments and thy testimonies, wherewith thou 
didst testify against them. For they have not 
served thee in their kingdom, and in thy 
great goodness that thou gavest them, and 
in the large and fat land which thou gavest 
before them, neither turned they from their 
wicked works. Behold, we are servants this 
day, and for the land that thou gavest unto 
our fathers to eat the fhiit thereof and the 
good thereof, behold, we are servants in it: 
and it yieldeth much increase unto the kings 
whom thou hast set over us because of our 
sins : also they have dominion over our bodies, 
and over our cattle, at their pleasure, and we 
are in great distress. And because of all this 
we make a sure covenant, and write it; and 
our princes, Levites, and priests, seal unto it. 

The Book of the Covenant 

Now those that sealed were, Nehemiah, 
the Tirshatha, the son of Hachaliah, and 
Zidkijah, Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, Pa- 
shur, Amariah, Malchijah, Hattush, Sheba- 
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mah, Malluch, Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah, 
Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, Meshullam, 
Abijah, Mijamin, Maaziah, Bilgai, Shemaiah: 
these were the priests. And the Levites: 
both Jeshua the son of Azaniah, Binnui of 
the sons of Henadad, Kadmiel; and their 
brethren, Shebaniah, Hodijah, Kelita, Pe- 
laiah, Hanan, Micha, Rehob, Hashabiah, Zac- 
cur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah, Hodijah, Bani, 
Beninu. The chief of the people; Parosh, 
Pahath-moab, Elam, Zatthu, Bani, Bunni, 
Azgad, Bebai, Adorn j ah, Bigvai, Adin, Ater, 
Hizkijah, Azzur, Hodijah, Hashum, Bezai, 
Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai, Magpiash, Me- 
shullam, Hezir, Meshezabeel, Zadok, Jad- 
dua, Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah, Hoshea, Hana- 
niah, Hashub, Hallohesh, Pileha, Shobek, 
Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah, and Ahijah, 
Hanan, Anan, Malluch, Harim, Baanah. 

And the rest of the people, the priests, the 
Levites, the porters, the singers, the Nethi- 
nims, and all they that had separated them- 
selves from the people of the lands unto the 
law of God, their wives, their sons, and their 
daughters, every one having knowledge, and 
having understanding; they clave to their 
brethren, their nobles, and entered into a 
curse, and into an oath, to walk in God’s law, 
which was given by Moses the servant of 
God, and to observe and do all the command- 
ments of the Lord our Lord, and his judg- 
ments and his statutes; and that we would 
not give our daughters unto the people of the 
land, nor take their daughters for our sons: 
and if the people of the land bring ware or 
any victuals on the sabbath day to sell, that 
we would not buy it of them on the sabbath, 
or' on the holy day : and that we would leave 
the seventh year, and the exaction of every 
debt. 

Also we made ordinances for us, to charge 
ourselves yearly with the third part of a 
shekel for the service of the house of our God; 
for the shewbread, and for the continual meat 
offering, and for the continual burnt offer- 
ing, of the sabbaths, of the new moons, for the 
set feasts, and for the holy things, and for 
the sin offerings to make an atonement for 
Israel, and for all the work of the house of 
our God. And we cast the lots among the 
priests, the Levites, and the people, for the 
wood offering, to bring it into the house of 
our God, after the houses of our fathers, at 
times appointed year by year, to burn upon 
the altar of the Lord our God, as it is written 
in the law : and to bring the firstfruits of our 
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ground, and the firstfruits of. all fruit of all 
trees, year by year, unto the house of the 
Lord : also the firstborn of our sons, and of 
our cattle, as it is written in the law, and the 
firstlings of our herds and of our flocks, to 
bring to the house of our God, unto the 
priests that minister in the house of our God : 
and that we should bring the firstfruits of 
our dough, and our offerings, and the fruit 
of all manner of trees, of wine and of oil, unto 
the priests, to the chambers of the house of 
our God; and the tithes of our ground unto 
the Levites, that the same Levites might 


have the tithes in all the cities of our tillage. 
And the priest the son of Aaron shall be with 
the Levites, when the Levites take tithes: 
and the Levites shall bring up the tithe of 
the tithes unto the house of our God, to the 
chambers, into the treasure house. For the 
children of Israel and the children of Levi 
shall bring the offering of the com, of the 
new wine, and the oil, unto the chambers, 
where are the vessels of the sanctuary, and 
the priests that minister, and the porters, 
and the singers : and we will not forsake the 
house of our God. 


THE HOLY DAY Nehemiah 11, 1 — 13, 31 

We come to the last picture in this series of drawings which the Chronicler has made 
to convey what he feels is the significance of IsraeVs history at this period \ and what 
do we find? The city is growings but 5 as in our cities to-day > its life is not all that it should 
be 3 especially in its attitude to worship . The Sabbath is profaned . There is a place for 
worships and a mighty wall has been built to keep safe and sacred the holy ground . But 
men are so busy that they find no time for worship . So Nehemiah , God’s guardian of 
man’s sacred inheritance and destiny in these formative years , took the bold step of 
closing the gates of the city during the hallowed hours of the Sabbath . 


AND the rulers of the people dwelt at Jeru- 
salem: the rest of the people also cast lots, to 
bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem the 
holy city, and nine parts to dwell in other 
cities. And the people blessed all the men, 
that willingly offered themselves to dwell at 
Jerusalem. 

Now these are the chief of the province 
that dwelt in Jerusalem: but in the cities of 
Judah dwelt every one in his possession in 
their cities, to wit, Israel, the priests, and the 
Levites, and the Nethinims, and the children 
of Solomon’s servants. And at Jerusalem 
dwelt certain of the children of Judah, and of 
the children of Benjamin. Of the children of 
Judah; Athaiah the son of Uzziah, the son 
of Zechariah, the son of Amariah, the son 
of Shephatiah, the son of Mahalaleel, of the 
children of Perez; and Maaseiah the son of 
Baruch, the son of Col-hozeh, the son of 
Hazaiah, the son of Adaiah, the son of Joiarib, 
the son of Zechariah, the son of Shiloni. All 
the sons of Perez that dwelt at Jerusalem 
were four hundred threescore and eight 
valiant men. 

And these are the sons of Benjamin; Sallu 
die son of Meshullam, the son of Joed, the 
son of Pedaiah, the son of Kolaiah, the son of 
Maaseiah, the sonoflthiel, the son of Jesaiah. 


And after him Gabbai, Sallai, nine hundred 
twenty and eight. And Joel the son of Zichri 
was their overseer: and Judah the son of 
Senuah was second over the city. 

Of the priests : Jedaiah the son of Joiarib, 
Jachin, Seraiah the son of Hilkiah, the son 
of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son of 
Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, was the ruler of 
the house of God. And their brethren that 
did the work of the house were eight hundred 
twenty and two : and Adaiah the son of Jero- 
ham, the son of Pelaliah, the son of Amzi, 
the son of Zechariah, the son of Pashur, the 
son of Malchiah, and his brethren, chief of 
the fathers, two hundred forty and two: and 
Amashai the son of Azareel, the son of Ahasai, 
the son of Meshillemoth, the son of Immer, 
and their brethren, mighty men of valour, an 
hundred twenty and eight: and their over- 
seer was Zabdiel, the son of one of the great 
men. 

Also of the Levites : Shemaiah the son of 
Hashub, the son of Azrikam, the son of 
Hashabiah, the son of Bunni; and Shab- 
bethai and Jozabad, of the chief of the Levites, 
had the oversight of the outward business 
of the house of God. And Mattaniah the son 
of Micha, the son of Zabdi, the son of Asaph, 
was the principal to begin the thanksgiving 
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in prayer: and Bakbukiah the second among 
his brethren, and Abda the son of Shammua, 
the son of Gala!, the son of Jeduthun. All 
the Levites in the holy city were two hundred 
fourscore and four* 

.Moreover the porters, Akkub, Talmon, 
and their brethren that kept the gates, were 
an hundred seventy and two. And the residue 
of Israel, of the priests, and the Levites, 
were in all the cities of Judah, every one in 
his inheritance. But the Nethinims dwelt in 
Ophel: and Ziha and Gispa were over the 
Nethinims. 

The overseer also 6f the Levites at Jeru- 
salem was Uzzi the son of Bani, the son of 
Hashabiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of 
Micha. Of the sons of Asaph, the singers 
were over the business of the house of God. 
For it was the king’s commandment concern- 
ing them, that a certain portion should be 
for the singers, due for every day. And Petha- 
hiah the son of Meshezabeel, of the children 
of Zerah the son of Judah, was at the king’s 
hand in all matters concerning the people. 

And for the villages, with their fields, 
some of the children of Judah dwelt at Kir- 
jath-arba, and in the villages thereof, and 
at Dibon, and in the villages thereof, and at 
Jekabzeel, and in the villages thereof, and at 
Jeshua, and at Moladah, and at Beth-phelet, 
and at Hazar-shuai, and at Beer-sheba, and 
in the villages thereof, and at Ziklag, and at 
Mekonah, and in the villages thereof, and at 
En-rimmon, and at Zareah, and at Jarmuth, 
Zanoah, Adullam, and in their villages, at 
Lachish, and the fields thereof, at Azekah, 
and in the villages thereof. And they dwelt 
from Beer-sheba unto the valley of Hinnom. 
The children also of Benjamin from Geba 
dwelt at Michmash, and Aija, and Beth-el, 
and in their villages, and at Anathoth, Nob, 
Ananiah, Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim, Hadid, 
Zeboim, Neballat, Lod, and Ono, the valley 
of craftsmen. And of the Levites were divi- 
sions in Judah, and in Benjamin. 

Now these are the priests and the Levites 
that went up with Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezra, Amariah, Malluch, Hattush, Shecha- 
niah. Rehum, Meremoth, Iddo, Ginnetho, 
Abijah, Miamin, Maadiah, Bilgah, Shemaiah, 
and Joiarib, Jedaiah, Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, 
Jedaiah. These were the chief of the priests 
and of their brethren in the days of Jeshua. 

Moreover the Levites : Jeshua, Binnui, 
Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah, 
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which was over the thanksgiving, he and his 
brethren. Also Bakbukiah and Unni, their 
brethren, were over against them in the 
watches. And Jeshua begat Joiakim, Joiakim 
also begat Eliashib, and Eliashib begat Joiada, 
and Joiada begat Jonathan, and Jonathan 
begat Jaddua. 

And in the days of Joiakim were priests, 
the chief of the fathers : of Seraiah, Meraiah; 
of Jeremiah, Hananiah; of Ezra, Meshullam; 
of Amariah, Jehohanan; of Melicu, Jona- 
than; of Shebaniah, Joseph; ofHarim, Adna; 
of Meraioth, Helkai; of Iddo, Zechariah; of 
Ginnethon, Meshullam; of Abijah, Zichri; 
of Miniamin, of Moadiah, Piltai; of Bilgah, 
Shammua; of Shemaiah, Jehonathan; and 
of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi; of 
Sallai, Kallai; of Amok, Eber; of Hilkiah, 
Hashabiah; of Jedaiah, Nethaneel. 

The Levites in the days of Eliashib, Joiada, 
and Johanan, and Jaddua, were recorded 
chief of the fathers : also the priests, to the 
reign of Darius the Persian. The sons of 
Levi, the chief of the fathers, were written in 
the book of the chronicles, even until the 
days of Johanan the son of Eliashib. And 
the chief of the Levites : Hashabiah, Shere- 
biah, and Jeshua the son of Kadmiel, with 
their brethren over against them, to praise 
and to give thanks, according to the com- 
mandment of David the man of God, ward 
over against ward. Mattaniah, and Bak- 
bukiah, Obadiah, Meshullam, Talmon, Ak- 
kub, were porters keeping the ward at the 
thresholds of the gates. These were in the 
days of Joiakim the son of Jeshua, the son of 
Jozadak, and in the days of Nehemiah the 
governor, and of Ezra the priest, the scribe. 

The Dedication of the Wall 

And at the dedication of the wall of Jeru- 
salem they sought the Levites out of all their 
places, to bring them to Jerusalem, to keep 
the dedication with gladness, both with 
thanksgivings, and with singing, with cym- 
bals, psalteries, and with harps. And the 
sons of the singers gathered themselves to- 
gether, both out of the plain country round 
about Jerusalem, and from the villages of 
Netophathi; also from the house of Gilgal, 
and out of the fields of Geba and Azmaveth: 
for the singers had builded them villages 
round about Jerusalem. And the priests and 
the Levites purified themselves, and purified 
the people, and the gates, and the wall. 
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Then I brought up the princes of Judah 
upon the wall, and appointed two great com- 
panies of them that gave thanks, whereof one 
went on the right hand upon the wall toward 
the dung gate : and after them went Hoshaiah, 
and half of the princes of Judah, and Aza- 
riah, Ezra, and Meshullam, Judah, and Ben- 
jamin, and Shemaiah, and Jeremiah, and 
certain of the priests’ sons with trumpets; 
namely, Zechariah the son of Jonathan, the 
son of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, the 
son of Michaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son 
of Asaph: and his brethren, Shemaiah, and 
Azarael, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethaneel, 
and Judah, Hanani, with the musical instru- 
ments of David the man of God, and Ezra 
the scribe before them. And at the fountain 
gate, which was over against them, they went 
up by the stairs of the city of David, at the 
going up of the wall, above the house of 
David, even unto the water gate eastward. 

And the other company of them that gave 
thanks went over against them, and I after 
them, and the half of the people upon the 
wall, from beyond the tower of the furnaces 
even unto the broad wall; and from above the 
gate of Ephraim, and above the old gate, and 
above the fish gate, and the tower of Hana- 
neel, and the tower of Meah, even unto the 
sheep gate : and they stood still in the prison 
gate. So stood the two companies of them 
that gave thanks in the house of God, and I, 
and the half of the rulers with me: and the 
priests; Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Mi- 
chaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and Hananiah, 
with trumpets; and Maaseiah, and Shem- 
aiah, and Eleazar, and Uzzi, and Jeho- 
hanan, and Malchijah, and Elam, and Ezer. 
And the singers sang loud, with Jezrahiah 
their overseer. Also that day they offered 
great sacrifices, and rejoiced: for God had 
made them rejoice with great joy: the wives 
also and the children rejoiced: so that the 
joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar off. 

For the Service of God 

And at that time were some appointed over 
die chambers for the treasures, for the offer- 
ings, for the firstfruits, and for the tithes, 
to gather into them out of the fields of the 
cities the portions of the law for the priests 
and Levxtes : for Judah rejoiced for the priests 
and for the Levites that waited. And both 
the singers and the porters kept the ward of 
their God, and the ward of the purification. 


according to the commandment of David, 
and of Solomon his son. For in the days of 
David and Asaph of old there were chief of 
the singers, and songs of praise and thanks- 
giving unto God. And all Israel in the days 
of Zerubbabel, and in the days of Mehemiah, 
gave the portions of the singers and the por- 
ters, every day his portion ; and they sancti- 
fied holy things unto the Levites; and the 
Levites sanctified them unto the children of 
Aaron. 

On that day they read in the book of Moses 
in the audience of the^ people; and therein 
was found written, that the Ammonite and 
the Moabite should not come into the con- 
gregation of God for ever; because they met 
not the children of Israel with bread and 
with water, but hired Balaam against them, 
that he should curse them : howbeit our God 
turned the curse into a blessing. Now it 
came to pass, when they had heard the law, 
that they separated from Israel all the mixed 
multitude. 

The Lord's House 

And before this, Eliashib the priest, having 
the oversight of the chamber of the house of 
our God, was allied unto Tobiah: and he 
had prepared for him a great chamber, where 
aforetime they laid the meat offerings, the 
frankincense, and the vessels, and the tithes 
of the com, the new wine, and the oil, which 
was commanded to be given to the Levites, 
and the singers, and the porters; and the 
offerings of the priests. But in all this time 
was not I at Jerusalem; for in the two and 
thirtieth year of Artaxerxes king of Babylon 
came I unto the king, and after certain days 
obtained I leave of the king : and I came to 
Jerusalem, and understood of the evil that 
Eliashib did for Tobiah, in preparing him a 
chamber in the courts of the house of God. 
And it grieved me sore: therefore I cast 
forth all the household stuff of Tobiah out 
of the chamber. Then I commanded, and 
they cleansed the chambers: and thither 
brought I again the vessels of the house of 
God, with the meat offering and the frankin- 
cense. 

And I perceived that the portions of the 
Levites had not been given them: for the 
Levites and the singers, that did the work, 
were fled every one to his field. Then con- 
tended I with the rulers, and said. Why is 
the house of God forsaken? And I gathered 
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them together* and set them in their place. 
Then brought all Judah the tithe of the com 
' and the new wine and the oil unto the trea- 
suries. And I made treasurers over the trea- 
suries* Shelemiah the priest* and Zadok the 
scribe, and of the Levites* Pedaiah : and next 
to .them was Hanan the son of Zaccur* the 
son of Mattaniah: for they were counted 
faithful* and their office was to distribute 
unto their brethren. Remember me* O my 
God* concerning this* and wipe not out my 
good deeds that I have done for the house of 
my God* and for the offices thereof. 

The Lord's Day 

In those days saw I in Judah some tread- 
ing wine presses on the sabbath* and bring- 
ing in sheaves* and lading asses ; as also wine* 
grapes* and figs* and all manner of burdens* 
which they brought into Jerusalem on the 
sabbath day: and I testified against them in 
the day wherein they sold victuals. There 
dwelt men of T yre also therein* which brought 
fish* and all manner of ware* and sold on the 
sabbath unto the children of Judah* and in 
Jerusalem. Then I contended with the nobles 
of Judah* and said unto them* What evil 
thing is this that ye do* and profane the sab- 
bath day? Did not your fathers thus* and 
did not our God bring all this evil upon us* 
and upon this city? yet ye bring more wrath 
upon Israel by profaning the sabbath. 

And it came to pass* that when the gates of 
Jerusalem began to be dark before the sab- 
bath * I commanded that the gates should be 
shut, and charged that they should not be 
opened till after the sabbath: and some of 
my servants set I at the gates* that there 
should no burden be brought in on the sab- 
bath day. So the merchants and sellers of all 
kind of ware lodged without Jerusalem once 
or twice. Then I testified against them* and 


said unto them* Why lodge ye about the 
wall? if ye do so again, I will lay hands on 
you. From that time forth came they no 
more on the sabbath. And I commanded the 
Levites that they should cleanse themselves, 
and that they should come and keep the gates, 
to sanctify the sabbath day. Remember me, 
O my God* concerning this also* and spare 
me according to the greatness of thy mercy. 

The Lord’s People 

In those days also saw I Jews that had 
married wives of Ashdod* of Ammon* and 
of Moab: and their children spake half in 
the speech of Ashdod* and could not speak 
in the Jews’ language* but according to the 
language of each people. And I contended 
with them* and cursed them* and smote cer- 
tain of them* and plucked off their hair* and 
made them swear by God* saying* Ye shall 
not give your daughters unto their sons* nor 
take their daughters unto your sons, or for 
yourselves. Did not Solomon king of Israel 
sin by these things ? yet among many nations 
was there no king like him* who was beloved 
of his God* and God made him king over all 
Israel: nevertheless even him did outlandish 
women cause to sin. Shall we then hearken 
unto you to do all this great evil* to transgress 
against our God in marrying strange wives? 

And one of the sons of Joiada* the son of 
Eliashib the high priest* was son in law to 
Sanballat the Horonite: therefore I chased 
him from me. Remember them* O my God* 
because they have defiled the priesthood, and 
the covenant of the priesthood* and of the 
Levites. 

Thus cleansed I them from all strangers* 
and appointed the wards of the priests and 
the Levites* every one in his business; and 
for the wood offering* at times appointed* 
and for the firstfruits. Remember me* 0 my 
God* for good. 


We are fully aware of the problems in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah, and of the difficulty of solving 
them. They are mostly of a literary and historical character* and the interested student will turn to the larger 
commentaries for information upon them. But the general reader who is not acquainted with the problems* 
and who has read the introductory note to Nehemiah* might like to know what lies behind the reference to 
the chronology of this period. Briefly, the position is this: Modem scholarship finds many reasons for think- 
ing that the return of the e xil es under Ezra followed , in point of time, the return of Nehemiah* but in the 
Biblical order of the narratives Ezra’s return is placed before Nehemiah’s. 

We have suggested in our introductory note to Nehemiah that the compiler of the chronicles* if he knew 
the actual order of the events, may have had some genuine reason for not following it. He might have thought* 
as our notes imply* that he would first of all bring together the material directly connected with the Temple. 
After describing the new building* what could be more natural than to follow it with the account of Ezra 
bringing from exile the people who were to worship in it? Why break the flow of the narrative with a descrip- 
tion of Nehemiah’s return? That could be told when the important story of the Temple had been written. 
First the Temple’s, then the City’s story. How difficult it would have been to get that emphasis by a chrono- 
logical narration of the events. 
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ESTHER 

AN, OLD-WORLD STORY THAT HAS THE TONE AND 
TEMPER OF PRESENT-DAY NATIONALISM 


In our Bible, after Ezra and Nehemiah comes the book of Esther . After the building of 
the Temple and the reading of the Book of the Law , what have we? A glorious chapter 
of history, of saintly men and women, holy festivals, and the people of God pressing 
on with the work of God ? Not at all . The day of promise dies . Instead of the new era 
we had hoped to see, all we have is a petty tale of personal and racial ambition, pride, 
hatred, and cruel persecution, with the naming of a day for an annual holiday to cele- 
brate a national victory . This tail-piece to the story of the Temple is deplorable, but it 
is true to human experience . The great opportunities God gives to first one race and 
then another to bring to pass His glorious promises for mankind are again and again 
frustrated because, like these people of old, we are more proud of our clever men and 
beautiful women than we are of the men and women who are after God’s own heart . 
We are more pleased over our national fortunes * than we are over the realizing of God’s 
purposes. And we prefer to keep, with proud rejoicing, a national anniversary to the 
celebration of a religious festival. 


A NATIONAL SAGA 

"'T'OW it came to pass in the days' 
I I of Ahasuerus, (this is Ahasuerus 
i w ^ c k reigned, from India even 
il unto Ethiopia, over an hundred 
and seven and twenty provinces:) that in 
those days, when the king Ahasuerus sat 
on the throne of his kingdom, which was 
in Shushan the palace, in the third year 
of his reign, he made a feast unto all his 
princes and his servants; the power of 
Persia and Media, the nobles and princes of 
the provinces, being before him : when he 
shewed the riches of his glorious kingdom 
and the honour of his excellent majesty many 
days, even an hundred and fourscore days. 
And when these days were expired, the king 
made a feast unto all the people that were 
present in Shushan the palace, both unto 
great and small, seven days, in the court of 
the garden of the king’s palace; where were 
w ^ite, green, and blue, hangings, fastened 
with cords of fine linen and purple to silver 
rings and pillars of marble: the beds were of 
gold and silver, upon a pavement of red, and 
blue, and white, and black, marble. And 
they gave them drink in vessels of gold, (the 
vessels being diverse one from another,) and 
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royal wine in abundance, according to the 
state of the king. And the drinking was ac- 
cording to the law, none did compel; for so 
the king had appointed to all the officers of 
his house, that they should do according to 
every man’s pleasure. 

Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the 
women in the royal house which belonged to 
king Ahasuerus. On the seventh day, when 
the heart of the king was merry with wine, 
he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, 
Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, 
the seven chamberlains that served in the 
presence of Ahasuerus the king, to bring 
Vashti the queen before the king with the 
crown royal, to shew the people and the 
princes her beauty : for she was fair to look 
on. But the queen Vashti refused to come 
at the king’s commandment by his chamber- 
lains : therefore was the king very wroth, and 
his anger burned in him. 

Queen Vashti 

Then the king said to the wise men, which 
knew the times, (for so was the king’s man- 
ner toward all that knew law and judgment: 



and the next unto Mm was Carshena, Shethar, 
Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and 
Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and 
Media, which saw the king’s face, and which 
sat the first in the kingdom;) What shall we 
do unto the queen Vashti according to law, 
because she hath not performed the com- 
mandment of the king Ahasuerus by the 
chamberlains? And Memucan answered be- 
fore the king and the princes, Vashti the 
queen hath not done wrong to the king only, 
but also to all the princes, and to all the 
people that are in ah the provinces of the 
king Ahasuerus. For this deed of the queen 
shall come abroad unto all women, so that 
they shall despise their husbands in their 
eyes, when it shall be reported, The king 
Ahasuerus commanded Vashti the queen to 
be brought in before him, but she came not. 
Likewise shall the ladies of Persia and Media 
say this day unto all the king’s princes, which 
have heard of the deed of the queen. Thus 
shall there arise too much contempt and 
wrath. If it please the king, let there go a 
royal commandment from him, and let it be 
written among the laws of the Persians and 
the Medes, that it be not altered, That Vashti 
come no more before king Ahasuerus; and 
let the king give her royal estate unto another 
that is better than she. And when the king’s 
decree which he shall make shall be pub- 
lished throughout all his empire, (for it is 
great,) all the wives shall give to their hus- 
bands honour, both to great and small. And 
the saying pleased the king and the princes ; 
and the king did according to the word of 
Memucan: for he sent letters into all the 
king’s provinces, into every province accord- 
ing to the writing thereof, and to every people 
after their language, that every man should 
bear rule in his own house, and that it should 
be published according to the language of 
every people. 

After these things, when the wrath of king 
Ahasuerus was appeased, he remembered 
Vashti, and what she had done, and what was 
decreed against her. Then said the king’s 
servants that ministered unto him. Let there 
be fair young virgins sought for the king: 
and let the king appoint officers in all the 
provinces of Ms kingdom, that they may 
gather together all the fair young virgins 
unto Shushan the palace, to the house of the 
women, unto the custody of Hege the king’s 
chamberlain, keeper of the women; and let 
their things for purification be given them: 
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and let the maiden wMch pleaseth the king 
be queen instead of Vashti. And the thing 
pleased the king; and he did so. 

Esther 

Now in Shushan the palace there was a 
certain Jew, whose name was Mordecai, the 
son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of 
Kish, a Benjamite; who had been carried 
away from J erusalem with the captivity which 
had been carried away with Jeconiah king of 
Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon had carried away. And he brought 
up Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle’s 
daughter : for she had neither father nor 
mother, and the maid was fair and beautiful; 
whom Mordecai, when her father and mother 
were dead, took for his own daughter. 

So it came to pass, when the king’s com- 
mandment and his decree was heard, and 
when many maidens were gathered together 
unto Shushan the palace, to the custody of 
Hegai, that Esther was brought also unto the 
king’s house, to the custody of Hegai, keeper 
of the women. And the maiden pleased him, 
and she obtained kindness of him; and he 
speedily gave her her things for purification, 
with such things as belonged to her, and seven 
maidens, wMch were meet to be given her, 
out of the king’s house : and he preferred her 
and her maids unto the best place of the 
house of the women. Esther had not shewed 
her people nor her kindred : for Mordecai 
had charged her that she should not shew it. 
And Mordecai walked every day before the 
court of the women’s house, to know how 
Esther did, and what should become of her. 

Now when every maid’s turn was come to 
go in to king Ahasuerus, after that she had 
been twelve months, according to the man- 
ner of the women, (for so were the days of 
their purifications accomplished, to wit, six 
months with oil of myrrh, and six months 
with sweet odours, and with other things for 
the purifying of the women;) then thus came 
every maiden unto the king; whatsoever she 
desired was given her to go with her out of 
the house of the women unto the king’s 
house. In the evening she went, and on the 
morrow she returned into the second house 
of the women, to the custody of Shaashgaz, 
the king’s chamberlain, wMch kept the con- 
cubines : she came in unto the king no more, 
except the king delighted in her, and that 
she were called by name. Now when the 
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turn of Esther, the daughter of Abihail the 
uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her for 
his daughter, was come to go in unto the 
king, she required nothing but what Hegai 
the king’s chamberlain, the keeper of the 
women, appointed. And Esther obtained 
favour in the sight of all them that looked 
upon her. 

So Esther was taken unto king Ahasuerus 
into his house royal in the tenth month, 
which is the month Tebeth, in the seventh 
year of his reign. And the king loved Esther 
above all the women, and she obtained grace 
and favour in his sight more than all the 
virgins ; so that he set the royal crown upon 
her head, and made her queen instead of 
Vashti. Then the king made a great feast 
unto all his princes and his servants, even 
Esther’s feast; and he made a release to the 
provinces, and gave gifts, according to the 
state of the king. 

Mordecai and Haman 

And when the virgins were gathered to- 
gether the second time, then Mordecai sat 
in the king’s gate. Esther had not yet shewed 
her kindred nor her people; as Mordecai had 
charged her: for Esther did the command- 
ment of Mordecai, like as when she was 
brought up with him. 

In those days, while Mordecai sat in the 
king’s gate, two of the king’s chamberlains, 
Bigthan and Teresh, of those which kept the 
door, were wroth, and sought to lay hand on 
the king Ahasuerus. And the thing was 
known to Mordecai, who told it unto Esther 
the queen; and Esther certified the king 
thereof in Mordecai’s name. And when in- 
quisition was made of the matter, it was 
found out; therefore they were both hanged 
on a tree: and it was written in the book of 
the chronicles before the king. 

After these things did king Ahasuerus pro- 
mote Haman the son of Hammedatha the 
Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat 
above all the princes that were with him. 
And all the king’s servants, that were in the 
king’s gate, bowed, and reverenced Haman: 
for the king had so commanded concerning 
him. But Mordecai bowed not, nor did him 
reverence. Then the king’s servants, which 
were in the king’s gate, said unto Mordecai, 
Why transgressest thou the king’s command- 


ment? Now it came to pass, when they spake 

daily unto him, and he hearkened not unto 
them, that they told Haman, to see whether 
Mordecai’s matters would stand: for he had 
told them that he was a Jew. And when 
Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, nor 
did him reverence, then was Haman full of 
wrath. And he thought scorn to lay hands 
on Mordecai alone; for they had shewed him 
the people of Mordecai: wherefore Haman 
sought to destroy all the Jews that were 
throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, 
even the people of Mordecai. 

Haman’s Plot 

In the first month, that is, the month 
Nisan, in the twelfth year of king Ahasuerus, 
they cast Pur, that is, the lot , 1 before Haman 
from day to day, and from month to month, 
to the twelfth month, that is, the month 
Adar. And Haman said unto king Ahasuerus, 
There is a certain people scattered abroad 
and dispersed among the people in all the 
provinces of thy kingdom; and their laws are 
diverse from all people; neither keep they 
the king’s laws: therefore it is not for the 
king’s profit to suffer them. If it please the 
king, let it be written that they may be de- 
stroyed: and I will pay ten thousand talents 
of silver to the hands of those that have the 
charge of the business, to bring it into the 
king’s treasuries. And the king took his ring 
from his hand, and gave it unto Haman the 
son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the Jews’ 
enemy. And the king said unto Haman, The 
silver is given to thee, the people also, to do 
with them as it seemeth good to thee. 

Then were the king’s scribes called on the 
thirteenth day of the first month, and there 
was written according to all that Haman had 
commanded unto the king’s lieutenants, and 
to the governors that were over every pro- 
vince, and to the rulers of every people of 
every province according to the writing there- 
of, and to every people after their language; 
in the name of king Ahasuerus was it written, 
and sealed with the king’s ring. And the 
letters were sent by posts into all the king’s 
provinces, to destroy, to kill, and to cause to 
perish, all Jews, both young and old, little 
children and women, in one day, even upon 
the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, 
which is the month Adar, and to take the 
evil plan. The following paragraph says it was 


1 Casting the lot to discover a lucky day for carrying out his 
‘the thirteenth day of the twelfth month*. 
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spoil of them for a prey. The copy of the 
writing for a commandment to be given in 
every province was published unto all people* 
that they should be ready against that day. 
The posts went out* being hastened by the 
king’s commandment* and the decree was 
given in Shushan the palace. And the king 
and Haman sat down to drink; but the city 
Shushan was perplexed. 

Mordecai and Esther 

When Mordecai perceived all that was 
done* Mordecai rent his clothes* and put on 
sackcloth with ashes* and went out into the 
midst of the city, and cried with a loud and a 
bitter cry; and came even before the king’s 
gate: for none might enter into the king’s 
gate clothed with sackcloth. And in every 
province* whithersoever the king’s com- 
mandment and his decree came, there was 
great mourning among the Jews* and fasting* 
and weeping* and wailing; and many lay in 
sackcloth and ashes. 

So Esther’s maids and her chamberlains 
came and told it her. Then was the queen 
exceedingly grieved; and she sent raiment to 
clothe Mordecai* and to take away his sack- 
cloth from him: but he received it not. Then 
called Esther for Hatach* one of the king’s 
chamberlains* whom he had appointed to 
attend upon her* and gave him a command- 
ment to Mordecai* to know what it was* and 
why it was. So Hatach went forth to Mor- 
decai unto the street of the city* which was 
before the king’s gate. And Mordecai told 
him of all that had happened unto him* and 
of the sum of the money that Haman had 
promised to pay to the king’s treasuries for 
the Jews* to destroy them. Also he gave him 
the copy of the writing of the decree that 
was given at Shushan to destroy them* to 
shew it unto Esther* and to declare it unto 
her* and to charge her that she should go in 
unto the king* to make supplication unto him, 
and to make request before him for her 
people. 

And Hatach came and told Esther the 
words of Mordecai. Again Esther spake unto 
Hatach* and gave him commandment unto 
Mordecai; all the king’s servants* and the 
people of the king’s provinces* do know* that 
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whosoever* whether man or woman* shall 
come unto the king into the inner court, who 
is not called* there is one law of his to put 
him to death* except such to whom the king 
shall hold out the golden sceptre* that he may 
live : but I have not been called to come in 
unto the king these thirty days. And they 
told to Mordecai Esther’s words. 

Then Mordecai commanded to answer 
Esther* Think not with thyself that thou 
shall escape in the king’s house* more than 
ail the Jews. For if thou altogether boldest 
thy peace at this time* then shall there en- 
largement and deliverance arise to the Jews 
from another place ; l but thou and thy father’s 
house shall be destroyed : and who knoweth 
whether thou art come to the kingdom for 
such a time as this ? 

Then Esther bade them return Mordecai 
this answer* Go* gather together all the Jews 
that are present in Shushan* and fast ye for 
me* and neither eat nor drink three days, 
night or day: I also and my maidens will 
fast likewise; and so will I go in unto the 
king* which is not according to the law : and 
if I perish* I perish. So Mordecai went his 
way* and did according to all that Esther had 
commanded him. 

Esther and the King 

Now it came to pass on the third day* that 
Esther put on her royal apparel* and stood 
in the inner court of the king’s house* over 
against the king’s house: and the king sat 
upon his royal throne in the royal house, 
over against the gate of the house. And it 
was so* when the king saw Esther the queen 
standing in the court* that she obtained 
favour in his sight : and the king held out to 
Esther the golden sceptre that was in his 
hand. So Esther drew near* and touched 
the top of the sceptre. Then said the king 
unto her* What wilt thou* queen Esther ? and 
what is thy request? it shall be even given 
thee to the half of the kingdom. And Esther 
answered* If it seem good unto the king, let 
the king and Haman come this day unto the 
banquet that I have prepared for him. 

Then the king said, Cause Haman to make 
haste* that he may do as Esther hath said. 
So the king and Haman came to the banquet 


1 In this sentence we read Mordecai’s faith. It was his firm conviction that the Jews would be delivered from 
the threatened destruction; and* although God’s name is not mentioned, belief in the Divine Providence is 
surely implied. The last words of this message to Esther carry the thought farther — individual destinies are 
guided by His hand. 
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that Esther had prepared. And the king said 
unto Esther at the banquet of wine* What Is 
thy petition? and it shall be granted thee: 
and what is thy request? even to the half of 
the kingdom it shall be performed. Then 
answered Esther* and said* My petition and 
my request is; if I have found favour in the 
sight of the king* and if it pjease the king to 
grant my petition* and to perform my re- 
quest* let the king and Haman come to the 
banquet that I shall prepare for them* and 1 
will do to morrow as the king hath said. 

Haman and the King 

Then went Haman forth that day joyful 
and with a glad heart: but when Haman saw 
Mordecai in the king's gate* that he stood 
not up* nor moved for him* he was full of 
indignation against Mordecai. Nevertheless 
Haman refrained himself: and when he came 
home* he sent and called for his friends* and 
Zeresh his wife. And Haman told them of 
the glory of his riches* and the multitude of 
his children, and all the things wherein the 
king had promoted him* and how he had 
advanced him above the princes and servants 
of the king. Haman said moreover* Yea* 
Esther the queen did let no man come in 
with the king unto the banquet that she had 
prepared but myself; and tomorrow am I 
invited unto her also with the king. Yet all 
this avaiieth me nothing* so long as I see 
Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king’s gate. 
Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends 
unto him* Let a gallows be made of fifty 
cubits high* and to morrow speak thou unto 
the king that Mordecai may be hanged there- 
on: then go thou in merrily with the king 
unto the banquet. And the thing pleased 
Haman; and he caused the gallows to be 
made. 

On that night could not the king sleep* and 
he commanded to bring the book of records 
of the chronicles; and they were read before 
the king. And it was found written* that 
Mordecai had told of Bigthana and Teresh* 
two of the king’s chamberlains* the keepers 
of the door* who sought to lay hand on the 
king Ahasuerus. And the king said* What 
honour and dignity hath been done to Mor- 
decai for this? Then said the king’s servants 
that ministered unto him* There is nothing 
done for him. 

And the king said* Who is in the court? 
Now Haman was come into the outward 


court of the king’s house, to speak unto the 
king to hang Mordecai on the gallows that 
he had prepared for him. And the king’s 
servants said unto him* Behold* Haman 
standeth in the court. And the king said* 
Let him come in. So Haman came in. And 
the king said unto him* What shall be done 
unto the man whom the king delighteth to 
honour? Now Haman thought in his heart* To 
whom would the king delight to do honour 
more than to myself? And Haman answered 
the king* For the man whom the king de- 
lighteth to honour* let the royal apparel be 
brought which the king useth to wear* and 
the horse that the king rideth upon* and the 
crown royal which is set upon his head : and 
let this apparel and horse be delivered to the 
hand of one of the king’s most noble princes* 
that they may array the man withal whom 
the king delighteth to honour* and bring him 
on horseback through the street of the city* 
and proclaim before him* Thus shall it be 
done to the man whom the king delighteth 
to honour. 

Then the king said to Haman* Make haste* 
and take the apparel and the horse* as thou 
hast said* and do even so to Mordecai the 
Jew* that sitteth at the king’s gate : let nothing 
fail of all that thou hast spoken. Then took 
Haman the apparel and the horse* and ar- 
rayed Mordecai, and brought him on horse- 
back through the street of the city* and 
proclaimed before him, Thus shall it be done 
unto the man whom the king delighteth to 
honour. And Mordecai came again to the 
king’s gate. But Haman hasted to his house 
mourning* and having his head covered. And 
Haman told Zeresh his wife and all his 
friends every thing that had befallen him. 
Then said his wise men and Zeresh his wife 
unto him* If Mordecai be of the seed of the 
Jews* before whom thou hast begun to fall* 
thou shalt not prevail against him* but shalt 
surely fall before him. And while they were 
yet talking with him* came the king’s cham- 
berlains* and hasted to bring Haman unto 
the banquet that Esther had prepared. 

Esther’s Banquet 

So the king and Haman came to banquet 
with Esther the queen. And the king said 
again unto Esther on the second day at the 
banquet of wine* What is thy petition* queen 
Esther? and it shall be granted thee : and what 
is thy request? and it shall be performed* 
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even to the half of the kingdom. Then Esther said* If it please the king* and if I have fo un d 
the queen answered and said. If I have found favour in his sight, and the thing seem right 
favour in thy sight, O king, and if it please before the king, and I be pleasing in his eyes, 
the king, let my life be given me at my peti- let it be written to reverse the letters devised 
non, and my people at my request : for we by Haman the son of Hammedatha the Aga- 
are sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, gite, which he wrote to destroy the J ews which 
to be slain, and to perish. But if we had been are in all the king’s provinces : for how can 
sold for bondmen and bondwomen, I had I endure to see the evil that shall come unto 
held my tongue, although the enemy could my people? or how can I endure to see the 
not countervail the king’s damage. 1 destruction of my kindred? Then the king 

Then the king Ahasuems answered and Ahasuerus said unto Esther the queen and 
said unto Esther the queen, Who is he, and to Mordecai the Jew, Behold, I have given 
where is he, that durst presume in his heart Esther the house of Haman, and him they 
to do so? And Esther said. The adversary have hanged upon the gallows, because he 
and enemy is this wicked Haman. Then Ha- laid his hand upon the Jews. Write ye also 
man was afraid before the king and the queen, for the Jews, as it iiketh you, in the king’s 
And the king arising from the banquet of name, and seal it with the king’s ring: for 
wine in his wrath went into the palace gar- the writing which is written in the king’s 
den: and Haman stood up to make request name, and sealed with the king’s ring, may 
for his life to Esther the queen; for he saw no man reverse. 

that there was evil determined against him Then were the king’s scribes called at that 
by the king. Then the king returned out of time in the third month, that is, the month 
the palace garden into the place of the ban- Sivan, on the three and twentieth day there- 
quet of wine; and Haman was fallen upon of; and it was written according to all that 
the bed whereon Esther was. Then said the Mordecai commanded unto the Jews, and to 
king. Will he force the queen also before me the lieutenants, and the deputies and rulers 
in the house? As the word went out of the of the provinces which are from India unto 

king’s mouth, they covered Hainan’s face. Ethiopia, an hundred twenty and seven pro- 

And Harbonah, one of the chamberlains, said vinces, unto every province according to the 

before the king. Behold also, the gallows fifty writing thereof, and unto every people after 

cubits high, which Haman had made for their language, and to the Jews according to 

Mordecai, who had spoken good for the king, their writing, and according to their lan- 
standeth in the house of Haman. Then the guage. And he wrote in the king Ahasuerus 5 
king said. Hang him thereon. So they hanged name, and sealed it with the king’s ring, and 
Haman on the gallows that he had prepared sent letters by posts on horseback, and riders 
for Mordecai. Then was the king’s wrath on mules, camels, and young dromedaries : 
pacified. wherein the king granted the Jews which 

On that day did the king Ahasuerus give were in every city to gather themselves to- 
the house of Haman the Jews’ enemy unto gether, and to stand for their life, to destroy, 
Esther the queen. And Mordecai came be- to slay, and to cause to perish, all the power 
fore the king; for Esther had told what he of the people and province that would assault 
was unto her. And the king took off his ring, them, both little ones and women, and to 
which he had taken from Haman, and gave it take the spoil of them for a prey, upon one 
unto Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai day in all the provinces of king Ahasuerus, 
over the house of Haman. namely, upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth 

, . month, which is the month Adar. The copy 

Esther s Petition of the writing for a commandment to be 

And Esther spake yet again before the king, given in every province was published unto 
and fell down at his feet, and besought him all people, and that the Jews should be ready 
with tears to put away the mischief of Haman against that day to avenge themselves on their 
the Agagite, and his device that he had de« enemies. So the posts that rode upon mules 
vised against the Jews. Then the king held and camels went out, being hastened and 
out the golden sceptre toward Esther. So pressed on by the king’s commandment. And 
Esther arose, and stood before the king, and the decree was given at Shushan the palace. 

1 Her meaning is: had they been sold as slaves she would have said nothing, but they were to be destroyed; 
and their destruction would mean a dead loss to the king. 
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And Mordecai went out from the presence 
of the king in royal apparel of blue and white, 
and with a great crown of gold, and with a 
garment of fine linen and purple: and the 
city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad. The 
Jews had light, and gladness, and joy, and 
honour. And in every province, and in every 
city, whithersoever the king’s commandment 
and his decree came, the Jews had joy and 
gladness, a feast and a good day. And many 
of the people of the land became Jews; for 
the fear of the Jews fell upon them. 

The Massacre 

Now in the twelfth month, that is, the 
month Adar, on the thirteenth day of the 
same, when the king’s commandment and his 
decree drew near to be put in execution, in 
the day that the enemies of the Jews hoped 
to have power over them, (though it was 
turned to the contrary, that the Jews had 
rule over them that hated them;) the Jews 
gathered themselves together in their cities 
throughout all the provinces of the king 
Ahasuerus, to lay hand on such as sought 
their hurt: and no man could withstand 
them; for the fear of them fell upon all peo- 
ple. And all the rulers of the provinces, and 
the lieutenants, and the deputies, and officers 
of the king, helped the Jews; because the 
fear of Mordecai fell upon them. For Mor- 
decai was great in the king’s house, and his 
fame went out throughout all the provinces : 
for this man Mordecai waxed greater and 
greater. Thus the Jews smote all their 
enemies with the stroke of the sword, and 
slaughter, and destruction, and did what 
they would unto those that hated them. And 
in Shushan the palace the Jews slew and 
destroyed five hundred men. And Par- 
shandatha, and Dalphon, and Aspatha, and 
Poratha, and Adalia, and Aridatha, and 
Parmashta, and Arisai, and Aridai, and Va- 
jezatha, the ten sons of Haman the son of 
Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews, slew 
they; but on the spoil laid they not their 
hand. 

On that day the number of those that were 
slain in Shushan the palace was brought be- 
fore the king. And the king said unto Esther 
the queen, The Jews have slain and 
destroyed five hundred men in Shushan 
the palace, and the ten sons of Haman; 
what have they done in the rest of the 


king’s provinces? now what is thy peti- 
tion? and it shall be granted thee: or what 
is thy request further? and it shall be done. 
Then said Esther, If it please the king, 
let it be granted to the Jews which are in 
Shushan to do to morrow 1 also according 
unto this day’s decree, and let Hainan’s ten 
sons be hanged upon the gallows. And the 
king commanded it so to be done : and the de- 
cree was given at Shushan; and they hanged 
Haman’s ten sons. For the Jews that were 
in Shushan gathered themselves together on 
the fourteenth day also of the month Adar, 
and slew three hundred men at Shushan; 
but on the prey they laid not their hand. 
But the other Jews that were in the king’s 
provinces gathered themselves together, and 
stood for their lives, and had rest from their 
enemies, and slew of their foes seventy and 
five thousand, but they laid not their hands 
on the prey, on the thirteenth day of the 
month Adar; and on the fourteenth day of 
the same rested they, and made it a day of 
feasting and gladness. But the Jews that were 
at Shushan assembled together on the thir- 
teenth day thereof, and on the fourteenth 
thereof; and on the fifteenth day of the same 
they rested, and made it a day of feasting 
and gladness. Therefore the Jews of the 
villages, that dwelt in the unwalled towns, 
made the fourteenth day of the month Adar 
a day of gladness and feasting, and a good 
day, and of sending portions one to another. 

And Mordecai wrote these things, and 
sent letters unto all the Jews that were in all 
the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, both 
nigh and far, to stablish this among them, 
that they should keep the fourteenth day of 
the month Adar, and the fifteenth day of the 
same, yearly, as the days wherein the Jews 
rested from their enemies, and the month 
which was turned unto them from sorrow 
to joy, and from mourning into a good day: 
that they should make them days of feasting 
and joy, and of sending portions one to an- 
other, and gifts to the poor. And the, Jews 
undertook to do as they had begun, and as 
Mordecai had written unto them; because 
Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, 
the enemy of all the Jews, had devised against 
the Jews to destroy them, and had cast Pur, 
that is, the lot, to consume them, and to 
destroy them; but when Esther came before 
the king, he commanded by letters that his 


wicked device, which he devised against the 
What a terrible request for a woman to make, to petition the king for another day of slaughter. 
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Jews, should return upon his own head, and 
that he and his sons should be hanged on 
the gallows. 

The Feast of Purim 

Wherefore they called these days Purim 1 
after the name of Pur. Therefore for all the 
words of this letter, and of that which they 
had seen concerning this matter, and which 
had come unto them, the Jews ordained, and 
took upon them, and upon their seed, and 
upon all such as joined themselves unto them, 
so as it should not fail, that they would keep 
these two days according to their writing, 
and according to their appointed time every 
year; and that these days should be remem- 
bered and kept throughout every generation, 
every family, every province, and every city; 
and that these days of Purim should not fail 
from among the Jews, nor the memorial of 
them perish from their seed. 

Then Esther the queen, the daughter of 
Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew, wrote with 


ESTHER 10 , 3 

all authority, to confirm this second letter of 
Purim. And he sent the letters unto all the 
Jews, to the hundred twenty and seven pro- 
vinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, with 
words of peace and truth, to confirm these 
days of Purim in their times appointed, ac- 
cording as Mordecai the Jew and Esther the 
queen had enjoined them, and as they had 
decreed for themselves and for their seed, 
the matters of the fastings and their cry. And 
the decree of Esther confirmed these matters 
of Purim; and it was written in the book. 

And the king Ahasuerus laid a tribute upon 
the land, and upon the isles of the sea. And all 
the acts of his power and of his might, and 
the declaration of the greatness of Mordecai, 
whereunto the king advanced him, are they 
not written in the book of the chronicles of 
the kings of Media and Persia? For Mor- 
decai the Jew was next unto king Ahasuerus, 
and great among the Jews, and accepted of 
the multitude of his brethren, seeking the 
wealth of his people, and speaking peace to 
all his seed. 


1 It would seem that this feast was at first nothing more than an annual celebration of the massacre of the 
enemies of the Jews, described in this book, and that it was kept with wild national excitement. But we have 
little definite knowledge about it; even the meaning of the word ‘Pur’, from which it derives its name, is obscure. 
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HOLY BOOKS 

the literature of REVELATION I s 
A REVELATION TO ALL LITERATURES 


BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 


JOB to MALACHI 
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BOOKS WRITTEN FOR AN HOUR* AND FOR ALL TIME 

All the hooks of the Bible, not merely those in this section , form the library of Divine 
Revelation , known to us as Scripture . But from this point we have what we may 
call the literature of Israel, the reflections of its poets, prophets , and wise men, as 
distinct from the records of its historians and lawgivers. 
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IN LIVING TONES THE REVELATION OF HEAVEN 

ow amazing it seems that the revelation which fell at first from human lips, and which 
is been preserved for us in the written wordy should once again be quickened into life and 
ven the tenderness and appeal of the human voice . For m spoken word the accent 
the heart is heard, and the spirit that lies imprisoned in the letter of the printed page 




MAY NOW BE BROADCAST TO THE WHOLE WORLD 

finds wings in living speech to reach the wandering soul of man. Who can anticipate the 
use that Providence will make of Broadcasting? He who sanctified the hook to His 
service may well he preparing this new development of science for the fuller realization 
of His ever-glorious purpose. 
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LIFE’S DARKEST PROBLEM IN THE LIGHT OF 
HUMAN WISDOM AND THE REVELATION OF GOD 


Questions! Problems! Life is full of them . So, too , are these books, from Job to 
Malachi. Turn over their pages and you will read the same anxious questions that life 
is putting to you, and that you wish you could answer . Approached in this way the 
books have definite modern value . They speak as living voices to any one who is seeking 
wisdom and understanding, . 

Up to this point we have been considering the quests of man as these have been 
revealed in the Land, the City, and the Temple. Now we come to his questions; his 
quest for wisdom. We turn from what he has been doing with his life to what he is think- 
ing about life itself, to the world of thought, and the problems he has to solve there if 
life to him is to have any real value. 

The road to wisdom is long, and often dark, but the books before us are like lamps on 
the way . In Job, the Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Songs there shines 
the light that comes from the wisdom of experience. In the Prophets we catch the 
brighter gleam of heavenly illumination. The first of these welcome lamps is Job, 
shining on life's darkest problem . 


THE PROLOGUE 

:: ^a3 : ;a. Botan in the land of Uz, 

I whose name was Job; and that man 
1 * ; was perfect and upright, and one 
J1L that feared God, and eschewed evil. 
And there were born unto him seven sons 
and three daughters. His substance also was 
seven thousand sheep, and three thousand 
camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and 
five hundred she asses, and a very great 
household,; so that this man was the greatest 
of all the men of the east. And his sons went 
and feasted in their houses, every one his 
day; and sent and called for their three sis- 
ters to eat and to drink with them. And it 
was so, when the days of their feasting were 
gone about, that Job sent and sanctified 
them, and rose up early in the morning, and 
offered burnt offerings according to the num- 
ber of them all: for Job said, It may be that 
my sons have sinned, and cursed God in 
their hearts. Thus did Job continually. 

In Heaven's Court 

Now there was a day when the sons of 
God came to present themselves before the 
Lord, and Satan came also among them. 
And the Lord said unto Satan, Whence 


Job 1, i—2, 13 

comest thou? Then Satan answered the 
Lord, and said. From going to and fro in 
the earth, and from walking up and down in 
it. And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou 
considered my servant Job, that there is none 
like him in the earth, a perfect and an up- 
right man, one that feareth God, and eschew- 
eth evil? Then Satan answered the Lord, 
and said. Doth Job fear God for nought? 
Hast not thou made an hedge about him, 
and about his house, and about all that he 
hath on every side? thou hast blessed the 
work of his hands, and his substance is in- 
creased in the land. But put forth thine hand 
now, and touch all that he hath, and he will 
curse thee to thy face. And the Lord said 
unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy 
power; only upon himself put not forth 
thine hand. So Satan went forth from the 
presence of the Lord. 

The First Test 

And there was a day when his sons and his 
daughters were eating and drinking wine in 
their eldest brother’s house: and there came 
a messenger unto Job, and said. The oxen 
were plowing, and the asses feeding beside 
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them: and the Sabeans fell upon them, and 
took them away; yea, they have slain the 
servants with the edge of the sword; and I 
only am escaped alone to tell thee. While 
he was yet speaking, there came also another, 
and said, The fire of God is fallen from 
heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and 


wine in their eldest brother’s house: and, 
behold, there came a great wind from the 
wilderness, and smote the four comers of 
the house, and it fell upon the young men, 
and they are dead; and I only am escaped 
alone to tell thee. 


the servants, and consumed them; and I only 
am escaped alone to tell thee. While he was 
yet speaking, there came also another, and 
said. The Chaldeans made out three bands, 
and fell upon the camels, and have carried 
them away, yea, and slain the servants with 


The First Triumph 

Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and 
shaved his head, and fell down upon the 
ground, and worshipped, and said. Naked 
came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked 


the edge of the sword; and J only am escaped shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and 
alone to tell thee. While he was yet speaking, the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the 
there came also another, and said. Thy sons name of the Lord. In all this Job sinned 
and thy daughters were eating and drinking not, nor charged God foolishly. 


THE PROBLEM . Job 2 , 1-13 

We need not discuss whether the prose story and the poetic dialogue are, as some thinks 
separate works written by different people . For every problem has two sides, and there 
is nothing to be said against each side having its own advocate . The important thing 
to remember is that the problem the book sets before us has to be viewed from two stand- 
points, that of heaven and that of earth Briefly , the problem is this: Will the link 
that exists between God and man , the spiritual link of a personal relationships stand 
the strain that life in its severest trials puts upon it? Obviously such a question must be 
answered by both parties to the bond, and if, as in this case, each can answer for the 
other, their declarations have double weight God answers first, in reply to the doubt 
thrown on man's integrity and steadfastness, with words that can only mean 3 Man will 
prove himself to be more than equal to anything life can put upon him • In Job he does . 
But what of Job's view of God? Does not life as he knows it deny that God is in friendly 
relationship with him? He has one answer. In the hurricane that swept over me He was 
near . I know that my Redeemer liveth ( Job 19, 25). 


The Second Council 

Again there was a day when the sons of 
God came to present themselves before the 
Lord, and Satan came also among them to 
present himself before the Lord, And the 
Lord said unto Satan, From whence comest 
thou? And Satan answered the Lord, and 
said. From going to and fro In the earth, and 
from walking up and down in It. And the 
Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered 
my servant Job, that there is none like him in 
the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one 
that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and 
still he holdeth fast his integrity, although 
thou movedst me against him, to destroy 
him without cause. And Satan answered the 
Lord, and said. Skin for skin, yea, all that 


a man hath will he give for his life. But put 
forth thine hand now, and touch his bone 
and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy 
face. And the Lord said unto Satan, Be- 
hold, he is in thine hand; but save his life. 


The Second Test and Triumph 

So went Satan forth from the presence of 
the Lord, and smote Job with sore boils 
from the sole of his foot unto his crown. 
And he took him a potsherd to scrape him- 
self withal; and he sat down among the 
ashes. Then said his wife unto him, Dost 
thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, 
and die. But he said unto her, Thou speak- 
est as one of the foolish women speaketh. 
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What? shall we receive good at the hand of 
God, and shall we not receive evil? In all 
this did not Job sin with his lips. 

Now when Job’s three friends heard of all 
this evil that was come upon him, they came 
every one from his own place; Eliphaz the 
Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zo~ 
phar the Naamathite: for they had made an 
appointment together to come to mourn 


with him and to comfort him. And when 
they lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew 
him not, they lifted up their voice, and wept; 
and they rent every one his mantle, and 
sprinkled dust upon their heads toward 
heaven. So they sat down with him upon 
the ground seven days and seven nights, 
and none spake a word unto him: for they 
saw that his grief was very great. 


WHEN SORROW COMES 

A MESSAGE FROM THE HEART OP EXPERIENCE 


JOB 


CHAPTERS 3, i— 31, 40 


There is a reason for the sorrows that afflict human life , says this outspoken book) but it 
is not always the reason men give . Very often they do not know it; in fact they cannot 
know it) for it lies on the other side of life’s curtain , in the counsel of God) and anything 
men say is wide of the mark . That is why this dialogue is so different from the prologue . 
Let us then , says the writer , be honest about it , and put down exactly what we feel; that 
life is at times a tragic experience and we do not understand it) that it is terrible to bear , 
and shakes our faith to its very foundations. But is this all that can be said about it? 
NO) answers Job at the end of the discussion. I know all this y I have been through it 
But sorrow) I have found) can be also a mystic experience , a spiritual 9 sacramental 
opportunity. There is something more in life than scholasticism) reason) and argument 
can ever discover; something that only experience can bring to light 


Job’s Lament 

After this opened Job his mouth, and cursed 
his day. And Job spake, and said. 

Let the day perish wherein I was bom, 
And the night in which it was said. There 
is a man child conceived. 

Let that day be darkness; 

Let not God regard it from above, 
Neither let the light shine upon it. 

Let darkness and the shadow of death 
stain it; 

Let a cloud dwell upon it; 

Let the blackness of the day terrify it. 

As for that night, let darkness seize upon 

it; . 

Let it not be joined unto the days of 
the year, 

Let it not come into the number of the 
months. 

Lo, let that night be solitary. 

Let no joyful voice come therein. 


Let them curse it that curse the day. 

Who are ready to raise up their mourning. 
Let the stars of the twilight thereof be 
dark; 

Let it look for light, but have none; 
Neither let it see the dawning of the day: 
Because it shut not up the doors of my 
mother’s womb, 

Nor hid sorrow from mine eyes. 

Why died I not from the womb? 

Why did I not give up the ghost when I 
came out of the belly? 

Why did the knees prevent me? 

Or why the breasts that I should suck? 
For now should I have lain still and been 
quiet, 

I should, have slept: then had I been at rest, 
With kings and counsellors of the earth. 
Which built desolate places for themselves ; 
Or with princes that had gold. 

Who filled their houses with silver: 
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MANY DIFFERENT VIEWS ARE EXPRESSED 


They are put forward with considerable learning, and are not as antiquated as we might 
suppose . Indeed, some of the arguments used by Job’s friends are still popular and , 
although confuted here, they are frequently repeated in present-day discussions of the 
problem . 


Or as an hidden untimely birth I had not 
been; 

As infants which never saw light. 

There the wicked cease from troubling; 
And there the weary be at rest. 

There the prisoners rest together; 

They hear not the voice of the oppressor. 
The small and great are there; 

And the servant is free from his master. 

Wherefore is light given to him that is 
in misery. 

And life unto the bitter in soul; 

Which long for death, but it cometh not; 
And dig for it more than for hid treasures; 
Which rejoice exceedingly. 

And are glad, when they can find the grave ? 
Why is light given to a man whose way is 
hid. 

And whom God hath hedged in? 

For my sighing cometh before I eat. 

And my roarings are poured out like the 
waters. 


For the thing which I greatly feared is 
come upon me. 

And that which I was afraid of is come 
unto me. 

I was not in safety, neither had I rest, 
neither was I quiet; 

Yet trouble came. 

Then ELIPHAZ the Temanite answered 
and said, * 

If we assay to commune with thee, wilt 
thou be grieved? 

But who can withhold himself from speak- 
ing? 

Behold, thou hast instructed many. 

And thou hast strengthened the weak hands . 

Thy words have upholden him that was 
falling. 

And thou hast strengthened the feeble 
knees. 

But now it is come upon thee, and thou 
faintest; 

It toucheth thee, and thou art troubled. 
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Is not this thy fear, thy confidence, 

Thy hope, and the uprightness of thy 
ways? 

Remember, I pray thee, who ever per- 
ished, being innocent? 

Or where were the righteous cut off? 

Even as I have seen, they that plow 
iniquity, 

And sow wickedness, reap the same. 

By the blast of God they perish. 

And by the breath of his nostrils are they 
consumed. 

The roaring of the lion, and the voice of 
the fierce lion. 

And the teeth of the young lions, are 
broken* 

The old lion perisheth for lack of prey, 
And the stout lion’s whelps are scattered 
abroad* 

Now a thing was secretly brought to me. 
And mine ear received a little thereof. 

In thoughts from the visions of the night. 
When deep sleep falleth on men. 

Fear came upon me, and trembling. 
Which made all my bones to shake. 

Then a spirit passed before my face; 

The hair of my flesh stood up: 

It stood still, but I could not discern the 
form thereof: 

An image was before mine eyes. 

There was silence, and I heard a voice, 
saying. 

Shall mortal man be more just than God? 
Shall a man be more pure than his maker? 
Behold, he put no trust in his servants; 
And his angels he charged with folly: 
How much less in them that dwell in 
■! : 'v houses of clay, , 

Whose foundation is in the dust. 

Which are crashed before the moth? 
They are destroyed from morning to 
evening: * ' ' * 

They perish for ever without any regard- 
ing it. 

Doth not their excellency which is in 
them go away? 

They die, even without wisdom. 

Call now, if there be any that will 
answer thee; 

And to which of the saints wilt thou turn? 
For wrath killeth the foolish man. 

And envy siayeth the silly one. 

I have seen the foolish taking root: 

But suddenly I cursed His habitation. 


His children are far from safety. 

And they are crushed in the gate. 

Neither is there any to deliver them. 
Whose harvest the hungry eateth up. 

And taketh it even out of the thorns. 

And the robber swalloweth up their sub- 
stance. 

Although affliction cometh not forth of 
the dust. 

Neither doth trouble spring out of the 
ground; 

Yet man is bora unto trouble. 

As the sparks fly upward. 

I would seek unto God, 

And unto God would I commit my cause: 
Which doeth great things and unsearch- 
able; 

Marvellous things without number: 

Who giveth rain upon the earth. 

And sendeth waters upon the fields: 

To set up on high those that be low; 

That those which mourn may be exalted 
to safety. 

He disappointeth the devices of the crafty. 
So that their hands cannot perform their 
enterprise. 

He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: 
And the counsel of the froward is carried 
headlong. 

They meet with darkness in the daytime. 
And grope in the noonday as in the night 
But he saveth the poor from the sword, 
from their mouth. 

And from the hand of the mighty* 

So the poor hath hope. 

And iniquity stoppeth her mouth. 

Behold, happy is the man whom God 
correcteth: 

Therefore despise not thou the chastening 
of the Almighty: 

For he xnaketh sore, and bindeth up: 

He woundeth, and his hands make whole. 
He shall deliver thee In six troubles: 

Yea, in seven there shall no evil touch 
thee. 

In famine he shall redeem thee from 
death: 

And in war from the power of the sword. 
Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of 
the tongue: 

Neither shalt thou be afraid of destruction 
when it cometh. 

At destruction and famine thou shalt 
laugh: 
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Neither shait thou be afraid of the beasts 
of the earth. 

For thou shait be in league with the 
stones of the field: 

And the beasts of the field shall be at 
peace with thee. 

And thou shait know that thy tabernacle 
shall be in peace; 

And thou shait visit thy habitation* and 
shait not sin. 

Thou shait know also that thy seed shall 
be great* 

And thine offspring as the grass of the 
earth. 

Thou shall come to thy grave in a full 
age* 

Like as a shock of com cometh in in his 
season. 

Lo this* we have searched it* so it is; 

Hear it* and know thou it for thy good. 

But JOB answered and said* 

Oh that my grief were throughly 
weighed* 

And my calamity laid in the balances 
together! 

For now it would be heavier than the 
sand of the sea: 

Therefore my words are swallowed up. 

For the arrows of the Almighty are within 
me* 

The poison whereof drinketh up my spirit : 

The terrors of God do set themselves in 
array against me. 

Doth the wild ass bray when he hath 
grass? 

Or loweth the ox over his fodder? 

Can that which is unsavoury be eaten 
without salt? 

Or is there any taste in the white of an 
egg? 

The things that my soul refused to touch 

Are as my sorrowful meat. 

Oh that I might have my request; 

And that God would grant me the thing 
that I long for! 

Even that it would please God to destroy 
me; 

That he would let loose his hand* and cut 
me off! 

Then should I yet have comfort; 

Yea* I would harden myself in sorrow: let 
Mm not spare; 


JOB 6 , 29 

For I have not concealed the words of the 
Holy One. 

What is my strength* that I should hope? 

And what is mine end* that I should pro- 
long my life? 

Is my strength the strength of stones? 

Or is my flesh of brass? 

Is not my help in me? 

And is wisdom driven quite from me? 

To him that is afflicted pity should be 
shewed from Ms friend ; 1 

But he forsaketh the fear of the Almighty. 

My brethren have dealt deceitfully as a 
brook* 

And as the stream of brooks they pass 
away; 

Which are blackish by reason of the ice* 

And wherein the snow is Md: 

What time they wax warm* they vanish: 

When it is hot* they are consumed out of 
their place. 

The paths of their way are turned aside; 

They go to notMng* and perish. 

The troops of Tema looked* 

The companies of Sheba waited for them. 

They were confounded because they had 
hoped; 

They came thither* and were ashamed* 

For now ye are nothing; 

Ye see my casting down* and are afraid. 

Did I say* Bring unto me? 

Or* Give a reward for me of your sub- 
stance? 

Or* Deliver me from the enemy’s hand? 

Or* Redeem me from the hand of the 
mighty? 

Teach me* and I will hold my tongue: 

And cause me to understand wherein I 
have erred. 

How forcible are right words! 

But what doth your arguing reprove? 

Do ye imagine to reprove words* 

And the speeches of one that is desperate, 
which are as wind? 

Yea* ye overwhelm the fatherless* 

And ye dig a pit for your friend. 

Now therefore be content* look upon 
me; 

For it is evident unto you if I lie. 

Return* I pray you* let it not be iniquity; 

Yea* return again* my righteousness is 
in it. 


1 Job was disappointed in his friends. What hurt him most was not their lack of sympathy but their lack of 
understanding. They doubt his sincerity, his innocence, and the truth of his statements. 
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Is there iniquity in my tongue? 

Cannot my taste discern perverse things? 

Is there not an appointed time to man 
upon earth? 

Are not his days also like the days of an 
hireling? 

As a servant earnestly desireth the shadow. 
And as an hireling looketh for the reward 
of his work: 

So am I made to possess months of vanity. 
And wearisome nights are appointed to 
me. 

When I lie down, I say. 

When shall I arise, and the night be gone? 
And I am full of tossings to and fro unto 
the dawning of the day. 

My flesh is clothed with worms and clods 
of dust; 

My skin is broken, and become loathsome. 
My days are swifter than a weaver’s 
shuttle, 

And are spent without hope. 

0 remember that my life is wind: 

Mine eye shall no more see good. 

The eye of him that hath seen me shall 
see me no more: 

Thine eyes are upon me, and I am not. 
As the cloud is consumed and vanished! 
away: 

So he that goeth down to the grave shall 
come up no more. 

He shall return no more to his house, 
Neither shall his place know him any 
more. 

Therefore I will not refrain my mouth; 

1 will speak in the anguish of my spirit; 
I will complain in the bitterness of my 

soul. 

Am I a sea, or a whale. 

That thou settest a watch over me? 

When I say, My bed shall comfort me. 
My couch shall ease my complaint; 

Then thou scarest me with dreams, 

And terrifiest me through visions : 

So that my soul chooseth strangling. 

And death rather than my life. 

I loathe it; I would not live alway : 

Let me alone; for my days are vanity. 
What is man, 1 that thou shouldest magnify 
him? 


And that thou shouldest set thine heart 
upon him? 

And that thou shouldest visit him every 
morning, 

And try him every moment? 

How long wilt thou not depart from me, 
Nor let me alone till I swallow down my 
spittle? 

I have sinned; what shall I do unto thee, 
O thou preserver of men? 

Why hast thou set me as a mark against 
thee. 

So that I am a burden to myself? 

And why dost thou not pardon my trans- 
gression, and take away mine iniquity? 
For now shall I sleep in the dust; 

And thou shall seek me in the morning, 
but I shall not be. 

Then answered BILDAD the Shuhite, and 
said. 

How long wilt thou speak these things? 
And how long shall the words of thy 
mouth be like a strong wind? 

Doth God pervert judgment? 

Or doth the Almighty pervert justice? 

If thy children have sinned against Mm, 
And he have cast them away for their 
transgression; 

If thou wouldest seek unto God betimes. 
And make thy supplication to the Al- 
mighty; 

If thou wert pure and upright; 

Surely now he would awake for thee. 

And make the habitation of thy righteous- 
ness prosperous. 

Though thy beginning was small. 

Yet thy latter end should greatly increase. 

For enquire, I pray thee, of the former 
age, 

And prepare thyself to the search of their 
fathers: 

(For we are but of yesterday, and know 
notMng, 

Because our days upon earth are a shadow:) 
Shall not they teach thee, and tell thee. 
And utter words out of their heart? 

Gan the rush grow up without mire? 
Can the flag grow without water? 


1 Along with these words o£ Job we should read Ps. 8, 4. How differently the insignificance of man im- 
presses different people! Says Job, Why should God interest Himself in such an insignificant creature as man, 
or seek to catch him in a fault? Says the Psalmist, How wonderful that God should visit such an insignificant 
creature as man and make him His vicegerent over Creation* Our different moods reflect similar outlooks. 
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Whilst it is yet in his greenness* and not 
cut down* 

It withereth before any other herb. 

So are the paths of all that forget God; 
And the hypocrite’s hope shall perish; 
Whose hope shall be cut off* 

And whose trust shall be a spider’s web. 
He shall lean upon his house* but it shall 
not stand: 

He shall hold it fast* but it shall not 
endure. 

He is green before the sun* 

And his branch shooteth forth in his 
garden. 

His roots are wrapped about the heap* 
And seeth the place of stones. 

If he destroy him from his place* 

Then it shall deny him* saying* I have not 
seen thee. 

Behold* this is the joy of his way* 

And out of the earth shall others grow. 

Behold* God will not cast away a perfect 
man* 

Neither will he help the evil doers: 

Till he fill thy mouth with laughing* 

And thy lips with rejoicing. 

They that hate thee shall be clothed with 
shame; 

And the dwelling place of the wicked 
shall come to nought. 

Then JOB answered and said* 1 
I know it is so of a truth: 

But how should man be just with God? 
If he will contend with him* 

He cannot answer him one of a thousand. 
He is wise in heart* and mighty in strength: 
Who hath hardened himself against Mm* 
and hath prospered? 

Which removeth the mountains* and they 
know not: 

Which overtumeth them in his anger, 
WMch shaketh the earth out of her place* 
And the pillars thereof tremble. 

Which commandeth the sun* and it riseth 
not; 

And sealeth up the stars. 

Which alone spreadeth out the heavens* 
And treadeth upon the waves of the sea. 
Which maketh Arcturus* Orion* and 
Pleiades* 

And the chambers of the south. 


JOB 9, 27 

WMch doeth great things past finding 
out; 

Yea* and wonders without number. 

Lo* he goeth by me* and I see him not: 

He passeth on also* but I perceive him 
not. 

Behold* he taketh away* who can hinder 
him? 

Who will say unto Mm* What doest thou? 

If God will not withdraw Ms anger* 
The proud helpers do stoop under him. 
How much less shall I answer him* 

And choose out my words to reason with 
him? 

Whom* though I were righteous* yet 
would I not answer* 

But I would make supplication to my 
judge. 

If I had called* and he had answered me; 
Yet would I not believe that he had 
hearkened unto my voice. 

For he breaketh me with a tempest* 

And multiplieth my wounds without 
cause. 

He will not suffer me to take my breath* 
But filleth me with bitterness. 

If I speak of strength* lo* he is strong: 
And if of judgment* who shall set me a 
time to plead? 

If I justify myself* mine own mouth shall 
condemn me: 

If I say* I am perfect* it shall also prove 
me perverse. 

Though I were perfect* yet would I not 
know my soul: 

I would despise my life. 

TMs is one tMng* therefore I said it* 

He destroyeth the perfect and the wicked. 
If the scourge slay suddenly* 

He will laugh at the trial of the innocent. 
The earth is given into the hand of the 
wicked: 

He covereth the faces of the judges thereof ; 
If not* where, and who is he? 

Now my days are swifter than a post: 
They flee away* they see no good. 

They are passed away as the swift ships: 
As the eagle that hasteth to the prey. 

If I say* I will forget my complaint* 

I will leave off my heaviness* and comfort 
myself: 


1 What depths of anguish are reached in this speech of Job's! Yet all the time at the back of his mind* 
and behind the tho ugh ts of God that deepen the darkness of his despair^ there is no denial of God. The cries 
that escape from his lips are more in the nature of appeals than accusations. 
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I am afraid of ail my sorrows, 

I know that thou wilt not hold me inno- 
cent. 

If I be wicked. 

Why then labour I in vain? 

If I wash myself with snow water, 

And make my hands never so clean; 

Yet shalt thou plunge me in the ditch. 
And mine own clothes shall abhor me. 

For he is not a man, as I am, that I should 
answer him. 

And we should come together in judgment. 
Neither is there any daysman betwixt us, 
That might lay his hand upon us both. 
Let him take his rod away from me. 

And let not his fear terrify me: 

Then would I speak, and not fear him; 
But it is not so with me. 

My soul is weary of my life; 

I will leave my complaint upon myself; 

I will speak in the bitterness of my soul. 

I will say unto God, Do not condemn me; 
Shew me wherefore thou contendest with 
me. 

Is it good unto thee that thou shouldest 
oppress. 

That thou shouldest despise the work of 
thine hands, 

And shine upon the counsel of the wicked? 
Hast thou eyes of flesh? 

Or seest thou as man seeth? 

Are thy days as the days of man? 

Axe thy years as man’s days. 

That thou enquirest after mine iniquity, 
And searchest after my sin? 

Thou knowest that I am not wicked; 

And there is none that can deliver out of 
thine hand. 

Thine hands have made me and fashioned 
me 

Together round about; yet thou dost 
destroy me. 

Remember, I beseech thee, that thou hast 
made me as the clay; 

And wilt thou bring me into dust again? 
Hast thou not poured me out as milk, 


And curdled me like cheese? 

Thou hast clothed me with skin and flesh, 

And hast fenced me with bones and 
sinews. 

Thou hast granted me life and favour. 

And thy visitation hath preserved my 
spirit. 

And these things hast thou hid in thine 
heart: 

I know that this is with thee. 

If I sin, then thou markest me, 

And thou wilt not acquit me from mine 
iniquity. 

If I be wicked, woe unto me; 

And if I be righteous, yet will I not lift 
up my head. 

I am full of confusion; 

Therefore see thou mine affliction; 

For it increaseth. Thou huntest me as a 
fierce lion: 

And again thou shewest thyself marvellous 
upon me. 

Thou renewest thy witnesses against me, 

And increasest thine indignation upon me; 

Changes and war are against me. 

Wherefore then hast thou brought me 
forth out of the womb? 

Oh that I had given up the ghost, and no 
eye had seen me! 

I should have been as though I had not 
been; 

I should have been carried from the womb 
to the grave. 

Are not my days few? cease then. 

And let me alone, that I may take comfort 
a little. 

Before I go whence I shall not return, 

Even to the land of darkness and the 
shadow of death; 

A land of darkness, as darkness itself; 

And of the shadow of death, without any 
order. 

And where the light is as darkness. 

Then answered 20PHAR 1 the Naamathite, 
and said. 


z Zophar is a man of independent judgment and strong convictions; he does not tnind what he says or how 
he says it. His main idea is that God knows better than man the wrong man has done, and man is not as good 
as he thinks he is. The first speaker Eliphaz has a kindlier disposition, and is the most sympathetic of the friends, 
bin, he says, is general and caused by our frailty, but if a man repents, God will restore him to favour. Bildad’s 
???!? *k° s ? 5^ Zophar and Eliphaz. In his views he takes his stand on the side of current popular 

DeUer. God deals with men according to their deserts, and if we see things that seem to contradict this view, 
time will eventually prove that any success the wicked have is only temporary, and the afflictions of the 
righteous will soon be over. None of them would accept Job’s statement that he does not deserve the calamities 
mat nave berallen him, and that he finds it difficult to reconcile his experiences with belief in God’s righteous- 
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Should not the multitude of words be 
answered ? 

And should a man full of talk be justified? 
Should thy lies make men hold their 
peace? 

And when thou mockest* shall no man 
make thee ashamed? 

For thou hast said* My doctrine is pure* 
And I am clean in thine eyes. 

But oh that God would speak* 

And open his lips against thee; 

And that he would shew thee the secrets 
of wisdom* 

That they are double to that which is! 
Know therefore that God exacteth of thee 
less than thine iniquity deserveth. 

Canst thou by searching find out God? 
Canst thou find out the Almighty unto 
perfection? 

It is as high as heaven; what canst thou 
do? 

Deeper than hell; what canst thou know? 
The measure thereof is longer than the 
earth* 

And broader than the sea* 

If he cut off* and shut up* 

Or gather together* then who can hinder 
him? 

For he knoweth vain men: 

He seeth wickedness also; will he not 
then consider it? 

For vain man would be wise* 

Though man be born like a wild ass’s 
colt. 

If thou prepare thine heart* 

And stretch out thine hands toward him; 
If iniquity be in thine hand* put it far 
away* 

And let not wickedness dwell in thy 
tabernacles. 

For then shalt thou lift up thy face without 
spot; 

Yea* thou shalt be stedfast, and shalt not 
fear: 

Because thou shalt forget thy misery* 
And remember it as waters that pass away : 
And thine age shall be clearer than the 
noonday; 

Thou shalt shine forth* thou shalt be as 
the morning. 

And thou shalt be secure* because there is 
hope; 

Yea* thou shalt dig about thee* and thou 
shalt take thy rest in safety. 


JOB 12* 16 

Also thou shalt lie down* and none shall 
make thee afraid; 

Yea* many shall make suit unto thee. 

But the eyes of the wicked shall fail* 

And they shall not escape* 

And their hope shall be as the giving up 
of the ghost. 

And JOB answered and said* 

No doubt but ye are the people* 

And wisdom shall die with you* 

But I have understanding as well as you; 
I am not inferior to you: 

Yea* who knoweth not such things as 
these? 

I am as one mocked of his neighbour* 
Who calleth upon God* and he answereth 
him: . 

The just upright man is laughed to scorn. 
He that is ready to slip with his feet 
Is as a lamp despised in the thought of 
him that is at ease. 

The tabernacles of robbers prosper* 

And they that provoke God are secure; 
Into whose hand God bringeth abun- 
dantly. 

But ask now the beasts* and they shall 
teach thee; 

And the fowls of the air* and they shall 
tell thee: 

Or speak to the earth* and it shall teach 
thee: ; 

And the fishes of the sea shall declare 
unto thee. 

Who knoweth not in all these 
That the hand of the Lord hath wrought 
this? 

In whose hand is the soul of every living 
thing* 

And the breath of all mankind. 

Doth not the ear try words? 

And the mouth taste his meat? 

With the ancient is wisdom; 

And in length of days understanding. 
With him is wisdom and strength* 

He hath counsel and understanding. 
Behold* he breaketh down* and it cannot 
be built again: 

He shutteth up a man* and there can be 
no opening. 

Behold, he withholdeth the waters* and 
they dry up: 

Also he sendeth them out* and they over- 
turn the earth. 

With him is strength and wisdom: 
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JOB 12 , 16 

' The deceived and the deceiver are his. 

He leadeth counsellors away spoiled, 

And maketh the judges fools. 

He looseth the bond of kings, 

And girdeth their loins with a girdle. 

He leadeth princes away spoiled, 

And overthroweth the mighty. 

He removeth away the speech of the 
trusty. 

And taketh away the understanding of the 
aged. 

He poureth contempt upon princes, 

And weakeneth the strength of the mighty. 
He discovereth deep things out of dark- 
ness. 

And bringeth out to light the shadow of 
death. 

He increaseth the nations, and destroyed! 
them: 

He enlargeth the nations, and straiteneth 
them again. 

He taketh away the heart of the chief of 
the people of the earth. 

And causeth them to wander in a wilder- 
ness where there is no way. 

They grope in the dark without light, 
And he maketh them to stagger like a 
drunken man. 

Lo, mine eye hath seen all this. 

Mine ear hath heard and understood it. 
What ye know, the same do I know also: 
I am not inferior unto you. 

Surely I would speak to the Almighty, 
And I desire to reason with God . 1 
But ye are forgers of lies, 

Ye are all physicians of no value. 

O that ye would altogether hold your 
peace! 

And it should be your wisdom. 

Hear now my reasoning, 

And hearken to the pleadings of my lips. 
Will ye speak wickedly for God? 

And talk deceitfuhy for^^ M 
Will ye accept his person? 

Will ye contend for God? 

Is it good that he should search you out? 
Or as one man mocketh another, do ye so 
mock him? 


He will surely reprove you. 

If ye do secretly accept persons. 

Shall not his excellency make you afraid? 
And his dread fall upon you? 

Your remembrances are like unto ashes, 
Your bodies to bodies of clay. 

Hold your peace, let me alone, that I 
may speak. 

And let come on me what will. 
Wherefore do I take my flesh in my teeth. 
And put my life in mine hand? 

Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: 
But I will maintain mine own ways before 
him. 

He also shall be my salvation: 

For an hypocrite shall not come before him. 
Hear diligently my speech. 

And my declaration with your ears. 
Behold now, I have ordered my cause; 

I know that I shall be justified. 

Who is he that will plead with me? 

For now, if I hold my tongue, I shall give 
up the ghost. 

Only do not two things unto me: 

Then will I not hide myself from thee. 
Withdraw thine hand far from me: 

And let not thy dread make me afraid. 
Then call thou, and I will answer: 

Or let me speak, and answer thou me. 
How many are mine iniquities and sins? 
Make me to know my transgression and 
my sin. 

Wherefore hidest thou thy face. 

And holdest me for thine enemy? 

Wilt thou break a leaf driven to and fro? 
And wilt thou pursue the dry stubble? 
For thou writest bitter things against me. 
And makest me to possess the iniquities 
of my youth. 

Thou puttest my feet also in the stocks, 
and lookest narrowly unto all my paths; 
Thou settest a print upon the heels of my 
feet. 

And he, as a rotten thing, consumeth. 

As a garment that is moth eaten, 

Man that is bom of a woman 
Is of few days, and full of trouble. 


One of the surprising things about Job is that, considering all the things he says about God, he has no fear 
of God, of meeting Him, or arguing with Him, which in itself speaks for his righteousness, and for his belief 
that in earth and heaven there is nothing higher than righteousness. It is the standard, if one might so speak, 
by which God and man must be judged. To Job and God righteousness must be the supreme value. If only 
Job could be sure that God was righteous, and that His rule was righteous, his mind would be at rest. But at 
this point he had misgivings. Still, he fought out the question, and it is well for us to be reminded how deep 
and vital the question is to mankind. All human existence is based on belief in the moral order. 


He cometh forth like a flower., and is cut 
down: 

He fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth 
not. 

And dost thou open thine eyes upon such 
an one. 

And bringest me into judgment with thee ? 

Who can bring a clean thing out of an 
unclean? not one. 

Seeing his days are determined, the num- 
ber of his months are with thee. 

Thou hast appointed his bounds that he 
cannot pass; 

Turn from him, that he may rest. 

Till he shall accomplish, as an hireling, 
his day. 

For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut 
down, that it will sprout again. 

And that the tender branch thereof will 
not cease. 

Though the root thereof wax old in the 
earth. 

And the stock thereof die in the ground; 

Yet through the scent of water it will 
bud. 

And bring forth boughs like a plant. 

But man dieth, and wasteth away: 

Yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where 
is he? 

As the waters fail from the sea. 

And the flood decayeth and drieth up: 

So man lieth down, and riseth not: 

Till the heavens be no more, they shall 
not awake. 

Nor be raised out of their sleep. 

O that thou wouldest hide me in the 
grave. 

That thou wouldest keep me secret, until 
thy wrath be past. 

That thou wouldest appoint me a set 
time, and remember me! 

If a man die, shall he live again? 

All the days of my appointed time will I 
wait. 

Till my change come. 

Thou shalt call, and I will answer thee : 

Thou wilt have a desire to the work of 
thine hands. 

For now thou numberest my steps: 

Dost thou not watch over my sin? 

My transgression is sealed up in a bag, 

And thou sewest up mine iniquity. 


JOB 15, 14 

And surely the mountain falling cometh 
to nought. 

And the rock is removed out of Ms place. 
The waters wear the stones: 

Thou washest away the things which 
grow out of the dust of the earth; 

And thou destroyest the hope of man. 
Thou prevailest for ever against him, and 
he passeth: 

Thou changest his countenance, and send- 
est him away. 

His sons come to honour, and he knoweth 
it not; 

And they are brought low, but he per- 
ceiveth it not of them. 

But his flesh upon him shall have pain. 
And his soul within him shall mourn. 

Then answered ELIPHAZ the Temanite, 
and said , 1 

Should a wise man utter vain know- 
ledge, 

And fill his belly with the east wind? 
Should he reason with unprofitable talk? 
Or with speeches wherewith he can do no 
good? 

Yea, thou castest off fear. 

And restrainest prayer before God. 

For thy mouth uttereth thine iniquity. 
And thou choosest the tongue of the crafty. 
Thine own mouth condemned! thee, and 
not I: 

Yea, thine own lips testify against thee. 

Art thou the first man that. was bom? 
Or wast thou made before the hills ? 

Hast thou heard the secret of God? 

And dost thou restrain wisdom to thyself? 
What knowest thou, that we know not? 
What understandest thou, which is not 
in us? 

With us are both the grayheaded and very 
aged men. 

Much elder than thy father. 

Are the consolations of God small with 
thee? 

Is there any secret thing with thee? 

Why doth thine heart carry thee away ? 
And what do thy eyes wink at, 

That thou tumest thy spirit against God, 
And lettest such words go out of thy 
mouth? 

What is man, that he should be clean? 
And he which is born of a woman, that he 
should be righteous ? 


1 The Second Phase of the Debate may be said to begin with this speech of Eliphaz. 


Behold* he putteth no trust in his saints; 
Yea* the heavens are not clean in his sight. 
How much more abominable and filthy is 
man* 

Which drinketh iniquity like water? 

I will shew thee* hear me; 

And that which I have seen I will declare; 
Which wise men have told 
From their fathers* and have not Md 
it: 

Unto whom alone the earth was given* 
And no stranger passed among them. 

The wicked man travaileth with pain all 
his days* 

And the number of years is hidden to the 
oppressor. 

A dreadful sound is in his ears: 

In prosperity the destroyer shall come 
upon him. 

He befieveth not that he shall return out 
of darkness* 

And he is waited for of the sword. 

He wandered! abroad for bread* saying* 
Where is it? 

He knoweth that the day of darkness is 
ready at his hand. 

Trouble and anguish shall make him 
afraid; 

They shall prevail against him* as a king 
ready to the battle. 

For he stretched! out his hand against 
God* 

And strengthened! himself against the 
Almighty. 

He runneth upon him* even on his neck* 
Upon the thick bosses of his bucklers: 
Because he covered! his face with his fat- 
ness* 

Add maketh collops of fat on his flanks. 
And he dwelled! in desolate cities* 

And in houses which no man inhabited!* 
Which are ready to become heaps. 

He shall not be rich* neither shall his sub- 
stance continue* 

Neither shall he prolong the perfection 
thereof upon the earth. 

He shall not depart out of darkness; 

The flame shall dry up his branches* 

And by the breath of his mouth shall he 
go away. 

Let not him that is deceived trust in 
vanity: 

For vanity shall be his recompense. 

It shall be accomplished before his time* 
And his branch shall not be green. 


He shall shake off his unripe grape as the 
vine* 

And shall cast off his flower as the olive. 

For the congregation of hypocrites shall 
be desolate* 

And fire shall consume the tabernacles of 
bribery. 

They conceive mischief* and bring forth 
vanity* 

And their belly prepared! deceit. 

Then JOB answered and said* 

I have heard many such things: 

Miserable comforters are ye all. 

Shall vain words have an end? 

Or what emboldened! thee that thou 
answerest? 

I also could speak as ye do: 

If your soul were in my soul’s stead* 

I could heap up words against you* 

And shake mine head at you. 

But I would strengthen you with my 
mouth* 

And the moving of my lips should asswage 
your grief. 

Though I speak* my grief is not 
asswaged: 

And though I forbear* what am I eased? 

But now he hath made me weary: 

Thou hast made desolate all my company. 

And thou hast filled me with wrinkles* 
which is a witness against me: 

And my leanness rising up in me bear- 
ed! witness to my face. 

He teareth me in his wrath* who hateth 
me: 

He gnasheth upon me with his teeth; 

Mine enemy sharpened! his eyes upon me. 

They have gaped upon me with their 
mouth; 

They have smitten me upon the cheek 
reproachfully; 

They have gathered themselves together 
against me. 

God hath delivered me to the ungodly* 

And turned me over into the hands of the 
wicked. 

I was at ease, but he hath broken me 
asunder: 

He hath also taken me by my neck, and 
shaken me to pieces* 

And set me up for his mark. 

His archers compass me round about. 

He cleaveth my reins asunder* and doth 
not spare; 
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THE PROBLEM THAT IS UNDER DISCUSSION 


A whirlwind introduces the problem * and in the end a whirlwind closes the discussion . 
All the calamities that fall upon mankind , upon the just and the unjust without dis- 
tinction} are covered by this dramatic figure of an uncontrollable and devastating 
cataclysm of nature . 


He poureth out my gall upon the ground. 
He breaketh me with breach upon breach* 
He runneth upon me like a giant. 

I have sewed sackcloth upon my skin* 
And defiled my horn in the dust. 

My face is foul with weeping* 

And on my eyelids is the shadow of 
death; 

Not for any injustice in mine hands: 

Also my prayer is pure. 

O earth* cover not thou my blood* 

And let my cry have no place. 

Also now* behold* my witness is in heaven* 
And my record is on high. 

My friends scorn me: 

But mine eye poureth out tears unto 
God. 

O that one might plead for a man with 
God* 

As a man pleadeth for his neighbour! 
When a few years are come* 

Then I shall go the way whence I shall 
not return. 

My breath is corrupt* my days are extinct* 
The graves are ready for me. 


Are there not mockers with me? 

And doth not mine eye continue in their 
provocation? 

Lay down now* put me in a surety with 
thee; 

Who is he that will strike hands with me? 
For thou hast hid their heart from under- 
standing : 

Therefore shalt thou not exalt them. 

He that speaketh flattery to his friends* 
Even the eyes of his children shall fail. 

He hath made me also a byword of the 
people; 

And aforetime I was as a tabret. 

Mine eye also is dim by reason of sorrow* 
And all my members are as a shadow. 
Upright men shall be astonied at this* 
And the innocent shall stir up himself 
against the hypocrite. 

The righteous also shall hold on his way* 
And he that hath clean hands shall be 
stronger and stronger. 

But as for you all* do ye return* and come 
now: 
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JUM 17 , 10 

For I cannot find one wise man among 
you. 

My days are past, my purposes are broken 

off. 

Even the thoughts of my heart. 

They change the night into day: 

The light is short because of darkness. 

If I wait, the grave is mine house; 

I have made my bed in the darkness. 

I have said to corruption, Thou art my 
father; 

To the worm, Thou art my mother, and 
my sister. 

And where is now my hope? 

As for my hope, who shall see it? 

They shall go down to the bars of the 
pit, 

When our rest together is in the dust. 

Then answered BILDAD the Shuhite, and 
said. 

How long will it be ere ye make an end 
of words? 

Mark, and afterwards we will speak. 
Wherefore are we counted as beasts, 

♦ And reputed vile in your sight? 

He teareth himself in his anger: 

Shall the earth be forsaken for thee? 

And shall the rock be removed out of his 
place? 

Yea, the light of the wicked shall be 
put out. 

And the spark of his fire shall not shine. 
The light shall be dark in his tabernacle. 
And his candle shall be put out with him . 
The steps of his strength shall be strai- 
tened, 

And his own counsel shall cast him down. 
For he is cast into a net by his own feet. 
And he walketh upon a snare. 

The gin shall take him by the heel, 

And the robber shall prevail against him. 
The snare is laid for him in the ground, 
And a trap for him in the way. 

Terrors shall make him afraid on every 
side, 

And shall drive him to his feet. 

His strength shall be hungerbitten, 

And destruction shall be ready at his side. 
It shall devour the strength of his skin: 
Even the firstborn of death shall devour 
his strength. 

His confidence shall be rooted out of his 
tabernacle. 


And it shall bring him to the king of 
terrors. 

It shall dwell in his tabernacle, because it 
is none of his: 

Brimstone shall be scattered upon his 
habitation. 

His roots shall be dried up beneath. 

And above shall his branch be cut off. 

His remembrance shall perish from the 
earth. 

And he shall have no name in the street. 
He shall be- driven from light into dark- 
ness. 

And chased out of the world. 

He shall neither have son nor nephew 
among his people. 

Nor any remaining in his dwellings. 

They that come after him shall be astonied 
at his day. 

As they that went before were affrighted. 
Surely such are the dwellings of the 
wicked. 

And this is the place of him that knoweth 
not God. 

Then JOB answered and said. 

How long will ye vex my soul. 

And break me in pieces with words? 
These ten times have ye reproached me: 
Ye are not ashamed that ye make your- 
selves strange to me. 

And be it indeed that I have erred. 

Mine error remaineth with myself. 

If indeed ye will magnify yourselves 
against me. 

And plead against me my reproach: 
Know now that God hath overthrown me, 
And hath compassed me with his net. 

Behold, I cry out of wrong, but I am not 
heard: 

I cry aloud, but there is no judgment. 

He hath fenced up my way that I cannot 
pass. 

And he hath set darkness in my paths. 

He hath stripped me of my glory. 

And taken the crown from my head. 

He hath destroyed me on every side, and 
I am gone: 

And mine hope hath he removed like a 
tree. 

He hath also kindled his wrath against 
me. 

And he counteth me unto him as one of 
his enemies. 


His troops come together* and raise up 
their way against me* 

And encamp round about my tabernacle. 

He hath put my brethren far from me* 
And mine acquaintance are verily es- 
tranged from me. 

My kinsfolk have failed* 

And my familiar friends have forgotten 
me. 

They that dwell in mine house* and my 
maids* count me for a stranger: 

I am an alien in their sight. 

I called my servant* and he gave me no 
answer; 

I intreated him with my mouth. 

My breath is strange to my wife* 

Though I intreated for the children’s sake 
of mine own body. 

Yea* young children despised me; 

I arose, and they spake against me. 

All my inward friends abhorred me: 

And they whom I loved are turned against 
me. 

My bone cleaveth to my skin and to my 
flesh* 

And I am escaped with the skin of my 
teeth. 

Have pity upon me, have pity upon me* 
O ye my friends; 

For the hand of God hath touched me. 
Why do ye persecute me as God* 

And are not satisfied with my flesh? 

Oh that my words were now written! 
Oh that they were printed in a book! 

That they were graven with an iron pen 
and lead 

In the rock for ever! 

For I know that my redeemer liveth* 1 
And that he shall stand at the latter day 
upon the earth: 

And though after my skin worms destroy 
this body* 

Yet in my flesh shall I see God: 

Whom I shall see for myself* 

And mine eyes shall behold* and not 
another; 

Though my reins be consumed within me. 


JOB 20, 12 

But ye should say* Why persecute we 
Mm* 

Seeing the root of the matter is found in 
me? 

Be ye afraid of the sword: 

For wrath bringeth the punishments of 
the sword* 

That ye may know there is a judgment. 

Then answered ZOPHAR the Naamathite* 
and said* 

Therefore do my thoughts cause me to 
answer* 

And for this I make haste. 

I have heard the check of my reproach* 

And the spirit of my understanding 
causeth me to answer. 

Knowest thou not this of old* 

Since man was placed upon earth* 

That the triumphing of the wicked is 
short* 

And the joy of the hypocrite but for a 
moment? 

Though his excellency mount up to the 
heavens* 

And his head reach unto the clouds; 

Yet he shall perish for ever like his own 
dung: 

They which have seen him shall say* 
Where is he? 

He shall fly away as a dream* and shall 
not be found: 

Yea* he shall be chased away as a vision 
of the night. 

The eye also which saw him shall see him 
no more; 

Neither shall his place any more behold 
him. 

His children shall seek to please the 
poor* 

And his hands shall restore their goods. 

His bones are full of the sin of his youth* 

Which shall lie down with him in the 
dust. 

Though wickedness be sweet in his 
mouth* 

Though he hide it under his tongue; 


1 The interpretation of this passage, down to the words ‘within me% is extremely difficult. Several meanings 
are possible, and all have their advocates. For a discussion of the subject the reader must refer to the larger 
commentaries. We may* however* go this far, and say that if the passage will not carry all the New Testament 
ideas of resurrection and immortality we should like to read into it, it points to them. Job says, with a sudden 
gleam of insight, a momentary flash in the darkness : After I am dead I shall see God. He will be on my side 
and will vindicate my character. If it was beyond Job to think of an eternal life with God, as it has been re- 
vealed to us, and we cannot claim that his words mean anything more than that he would have a brief glimpse 
of his Vindicator, it does declare the possibility and satisfaction of the Beatific Vision. 
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Though he spare it, and forsake it not; 

But keep it still within Ms mouth: 

Yet Ms meat in Ms bowels is turned. 

It is the gall of asps within Mm. 

He hath swallowed down riches, and he 
shall vomit them up again: 

God shall cast them out of Ms belly. 

He shall suck the poison of asps: 

The viper’s tongue shall slay him. 

He shall not see the rivers. 

The floods, the brooks of honey and 
butter. 

That wMch he laboured for shall he re- 
store. 

And shall not swallow it down: 

According to Ms substance shall the 
restitution be, and he shall not rejoice 
therein. 

Because he hath oppressed and hath for- 
saken the poor; 

Because he hath violently taken away an 
house wMch he builded not; 

Surely he shall not feel quietness in Ms 
belly. 

He shall not save of that wMch he de- 
sired. 

There shall none of Ms meat be left; 
Therefore shall no man look for Ms 
goods. 

In the fulness of Ms sufficiency he shall be 
in straits: 

Every hand of the wicked shall come upon 
him. 

When he is about to fill his belly, 

God shall cast the fury of Ms wrath upon 
■ him. 

And shall rain it upon him while he is 
eating. 

He shall flee from the iron weapon. 

And the bow of steel shall strike Mm 
through. 

It is drawn, and cometh out of the body; 
Yea, the glittering sword cometh out of 
Ms gall: 

Terrors are upon him. 

All darkness shall be Md in Ms secret 
places: 

A fire not blown shall consume Mm; 

It shall go ill with Mm that is left in Ms 
tabernacle. 

The heaven shall reveal Ms iniquity; 

And the earth shall rise up against him. 


The increase of his house shall depart. 
And his goods shall flow away in the day 
of his wrath. 

TMs is the portion of a wicked man from 
God, 

And the heritage appointed unto him by 
God. 

But JOB answered and said. 

Hear diligently my speech. 

And let this be your consolations. 

Suffer me that I may speak; 

And after that I have spoken, mock on. 1 
As for me, is my complaint to man? 

And if it were so, why should not my 
spirit be troubled? 

Mark me, and be astonished. 

And lay your hand upon your mouth. 
Even when I remember I am afraid. 

And trembling taketh hold on my flesh. 
Wherefore do the wicked live. 

Become old, yea, are mighty in power? 
Their seed is established in their sight 
with them. 

And their offspring before their eyes. 
Their houses are safe from fear. 

Neither is the rod of God upon them. 
Their bull gendereth, and faileth not; 
Their cow caiveth, and casteth not her calf. 
They send forth their little ones like a 
flock, 

And their cMldren dance. 

They take the timbrel and harp. 

And rejoice at the sound of the organ. 
They spend their days in wealth. 

And in a moment go down to the grave. 
Therefore they say unto God, Depart 
from us; 

For we desire not the knowledge of thy 
ways. 

What is the Almighty, that we should 
serve Mm? 

And what profit should we have, if we 
pray unto him? 

Lo, their good is not in their hand: 

The counsel of the wicked is far from me. 

How oft is the candle of the wicked put 
out 1 

And how oft cometh their destruction 
upon them ! 


Job is becoming exasperated. This speech is hardly that of a man who, a few moments before, had given 
expression to a vision of faith. But the moods of sufferers racked with pain change quickly. Besides, the last 
speaker had made it evident to him that the so-called friends were more interested in propounding their 
theories than m getting at the truth. 
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God distributed sorrows in Ms anger. 
They are as stubble before the wind. 

And as chaff that the storm carried away. 
God layeth up Ms iniquity for Ms chil- 
dren: 

He rewarded Mm, and he shall know it. 
His eyes shall see Ms destruction. 

And he shall drink of de wrath of the 
Almighty. 

For what pleasure had he in Ms house 
after Mm, 

When the number of Ms months is cut off 
in the midst ? 

Shall any teach God knowledge ? 

Seeing he judged dose that are Mgh, 
One died in Ms full strengd. 

Being wholly at ease and quiet. 

His breasts are full of milk. 

And Ms bones are moistened with marrow. 
And anoder died in de bitterness of Ms 
soul. 

And never eateth with pleasure. 

They shall lie down alike in the dust. 

And de worms shall cover them. 

Behold, I know your thoughts. 

And the devices wMch ye wrongfully 
imagine against me. 

For ye say. Where is de house of the 
prince? 

And where are de dwelling places of the 
wicked? 

Have ye not asked them that go by the 
way? 

And do ye not know their tokens, 

That de wicked is reserved to de day of 
destruction? 

They shall be brought ford to de day of 
wrath. 

Who shall declare Ms way to Ms face? 
And who shall repay Mm what he hath 
done? 

Yet shall he be brought to de grave. 

And shall remain in the tomb. 

The clods of the valley shall be sweet unto 
him. 

And every man shall draw after Mm, 

As dere are innumerable before him. 
How then comfort ye me in vain. 

Seeing in your answers dere remained 
falsehood? 

Then ELIPHAZ de Temanite answered 
and said, 1 


JOB 22 , 20 (■ 

Can a man be profitable unto God, ji 

As he that is wise may be profitable unto 1 

Mmself? 1 

Is it any pleasure to the Almighty, that 
thou art righteous ? I 

Or is it gain to him, that thou makest thy j 

ways perfect? I 

Will he reprove thee for fear of thee ? I' 

Will he enter with thee into judgment? r 

Is not thy wickedness great? | 

And tMne iniquities infinite? 

For thou hast taken a pledge from thy 
broder for nought, 

And stripped the naked of their clothing. 

Thou hast not given water to the weary to 
drink. 

And thou hast withholden bread from the 
hungry. | 

But as for de mighty man, he had the 
earth; ■ j 

And de honourable man dwelt in it. 

Thou hast sent widows away empty. 

And the arms of the fatherless have been 
broken. :■ 

Therefore snares are round about thee, 

And sudden fear troubled thee; \ 

Or darkness, that thou canst not see ; 

And abundance of waters cover thee. ji 

, 1 

Is not God in the height of heaven? 

And behold the height of the stars, how 
Mgh they are! 

And thou sayest. How doth God know? 

Can he judge through de dark cloud? 

TMck clouds are a covering to him, that 
he seed not; 

And he walked in the circuit of heaven. | 

Hast dou marked the old way 
WMch wicked men have trodden? 

WMch were cut down out of time, j 

Whose foundation was overflown with a 
flood: . J 

WMch said unto God, Depart from us: j 

And what can the Almighty do for 
them? | 

Yet he filled their houses with good j 

things: . ■ I 

But the counsel of de wicked is far from ' j 

me. 1 

The righteous see it, and are glad: 

And the innocent laugh them to scorn. J 

Whereas our substance is not cut down, \ 

But the remnant of them the fire con- jj 

sumed. ■.'"■'C I 

■ C ' ■ . . ' ■ ' . ' 


1 The Third Phase of the Debate, say some scholars, begins with this speech by Eiiphaz. 
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JOB 22, 21 

Acquaint now thyself with him, and be 
at peace; 

Thereby good shall come unto thee. 

Receive, I pray thee, the law from his 
mouth. 

And lay up his words in thine heart. 

If thou return to the Almighty, thou shall 
be built up, 

Thou shalt put away iniquity far from thy 
tabernacles. 

Then shalt thou lay up gold as dust, 

And the gold of Ophir as the stones of the 
brooks. 

Yea, the Almighty shall be thy defence, 

And thou shalt have plenty of silver. 

For then shalt thou have thy delight in the 
Almighty, 

And shalt lift up thy face unto God. 

Thou shalt make thy prayer unto him, 
and he shall hear thee. 

And thou shalt pay thy vows. 

Thou shalt also decree a thing, and it 
shall be established unto thee: 

And the light shall shine upon thy ways. 

When men are cast down, then thou shalt 
say. There is lifting up; 

And he shall save the humble person. 

He shall deliver the island of the innocent: 

And it is delivered by the pureness of thine 
hands. 

Then JOB answered and said, 1 

Even to day is my complaint bitter: 

My stroke is heavier than my groaning. 

Oh that I knew where I might find him! 

That I might come even to his seat! 

I would order my cause before him. 

And fill my mouth with arguments. 

I would know the words which he would 
answer me. 

And understand what he would say unto 
me. 

Will he plead against me with his great 
power? 

No; but he would put strength in me. 

There the righteous might dispute with 
him; 

So should I be delivered for ever from my 
judge. 

Behold, I go forward, but he is not there; 

And backward, but I cannot perceive 
him; 


On the left hand, where he doth work, but 
I cannot behold him: 

He hideth himself on the right hand, that 
I cannot see him : 

But he knoweth the way that I take: 

When he hath tried me, I shall come forth 
as gold. 

My foot hath held his steps, 

His way have I kept, and not declined. 

Neither have I gone back from the com- 
mandment of his lips; 

I have esteemed the words of his mouth 
more than my necessary food. 

But he is in one mind, and who can turn 
him? 

And what his soul desireth, even that he 
doeth. 

For he performed! the thing that is ap- 
pointed for me: 

And many such things are with him. 

Therefore am I troubled at his presence: 

When I consider, I am afraid of him. 

For God maketh my heart soft. 

And the Almighty troubled! me: 

Because I was not cut off before the dark- 
ness. 

Neither hath he covered the darkness from 
my face. 

Why, seeing times 2 are not hidden from 
the Almighty, 

Do they that know him not see his days? 

Some remove the landmarks; 

They violently take away flocks, and feed 
thereof. 

They drive away the ass of the fatherless, 

They take the widow’s ox for a pledge. 

They turn the needy out of the way: 

The poor of the earth hide themselves 
together. 

Behold, as wild asses in the desert. 

Go they forth to their work; rising betimes 
for a prey: 

The wilderness yieldeth food for them 
and for their children. 

They reap every one his com in the field: 

And they gather the vintage of the wicked. 

They cause the naked to lodge without 
clothing. 

That they have no covering in the cold. 

They are wet with the showers of the 
mountains. 


this speech passes from his own suffering to the world-problem of universal suffering. The fact that 
Urod wU eventually indicate him does not make the present state of the world any more Intelligible. 

me R.V. rendering is: ‘Why are times not laid up by the Almighty?’ Or, why are there not days ofiudg- 
ment, now and then, to put things right? 
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And embrace the rock for want of a 
shelter. 

They pluck the fatherless from the breast. 

And take a pledge of the poor. 

They cause him to go naked without 
clothing, 

And they take away the sheaf from the 
hungry; 

Which make oil within their walls. 

And tread their winepresses, and suffer 
thirst. 

Men groan from out of the city. 

And the soul of the wounded crieth out: 

Yet God layeth not folly to them. 

They are of those that rebel against the 

light; 

They know not the ways thereof, 

Nor abide in the paths thereof. 

The murderer rising with the light killeth 
the poor and needy. 

And in the night is as a thief. 

The eye also of the adulterer waiteth for 
the twilight. 

Saying, No eye shall see me: 

And disguiseth his face. 

In the dark they dig through houses, 

Which they had marked for themselves in 
the daytime : 

They know not the light. 

For the morning is to them even as the 
shadow of death: 

If one know them, they are in the terrors 
of the shadow of death. 

He is swift as the waters; 

Their portion is cursed in the earth: 

He beholdeth not the way of the vine- 
yards. 

Drought and heat consume the snow 
waters : 

So doth the grave those which have sinned. 

The womb shall forget him; the worm 
shall feed sweetly on him; 

He shall be no more remembered ; 

And wickedness shall be broken as a tree. 

He evil entreateth the barren that beareth 
not: 

And doeth not good to the widow. 

He draweth also the mighty with his 
power: 

He riseth up, and no man is sure of life. 


JOB 26, 9 

Though it be given him to be in safety, 
whereon he resteth; 

Yet his eyes are upon their ways. 

They are exalted for a little while, but are 
gone 

And brought low ; they are taken out of the 
way as all other, 

And cut off as the tops of the ears of com. 
And if it be not so now, who will make me 
a liar, 

And make my speech nothing worth ? 

Then answered BILDAD the Shuhite, 
and said, 1 

Dominion and fear are with him. 

He maketh peace in his high places. 

Is there any number of his armies ? 

And upon whom doth not his light arise? 
How then can man be justified with God? 
Or how can he be clean that is born of a 
woman? 

Behold even to the moon, and it shineth 
not; 

Yea, the stars are not pure in his sight. 
How much less man, that is a worm? 

And the son of man, which is a worm? 

But JOB answered and said. 

How hast thou helped him that is with- 
out power? 

How savest thou the arm that hath no 
strength? 

How hast thou counselled him that hath 
no wisdom? 

And how hast thou plentifully declared 
the thing as it is ? 

To whom hast thou uttered words? 

And whose spirit came from thee? 

2 Dead things are formed 
From under the waters, and the inhabit- 
ants thereof. 

Hell is naked before him. 

And destruction hath no covering. 

He stretcheth out the north over the 
empty place. 

And hangeth the earth upon nothing. 

He bindeth up the waters in his thick 
v V -clouds,: 

And the cloud is not rent under them. 

He holdeth back the face of his throne. 
And spreadeth his cloud upon it. 


1 The regular order of the debate is broken at this point, and a critical study of the literary text has led 
many scholars to attempt what they feel is a more harmonious division of the dialogue. For the sake of those 
who are interested we have indicated the suggested changes. 
a This is regarded as a continuation of Bildad’s speech by those who accept the above arrangement 
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He hath compassed the waters with 
bounds. 

Until tiie day and night come to an end. 
The pillars of heaven tremble 
And are astonished at his reproof. 

He divideth the sea with his power. 

And by his understanding he smiteth 
through the proud. 

By his spirit he hath garnished the hea- 
vens; 

His hand hath formed the crooked serpent. 
Lo, these are parts of his ways: 

But how little a portion is heard of him? 
But the thunder of his power who can 
understand? 1 * 

Moreover Job continued his parable, and 
said. 

As God liveth, who hath taken away my 
judgment; 

And the Almighty, who hath vexed my soul; 
All the while my breath is in me. 

And the spirit of God is in my nostrils; 
My lips shall not speak wickedness. 

Nor my tongue utter deceit. 

God forbid that 1 should justify you: 

Till I die I will not remove mine integrity 
from me. 

My righteousness I hold fast, and will not 
let it go: 

My heart shall not reproach me so long 
as I live. 

a Let mine enemy be as the wicked, 

And he that riseth up against me as the 
unrighteous. 

For what is the hope of the hypocrite, 
though he hath gained, 

When God taketh away Ms soul? 

Will God hear Ms cry 

When trouble cometh upon Mm? 

Will he delight himself in the Almighty? 
Will he always call upon God? 

I will teach you by the hand of God: 
That wMch is with the Almighty will I 
not conceal. 

Behold, all ye yourselves have seen it; 
Why then are ye thus altogether vain? 
TMs is the portion of a wicked man with 
God, 

And the heritage of oppressors, wMch 
they shall receive of the Almighty. 


If Ms children be multiplied, it is for the 
sword: 

And Ms offspring shall not be satisfied 
with bread. 

Those that remain of him shall be buried 
in death: 

And his widows shall not weep. 

Though he heap up silver as the dust. 
And prepare raiment as the clay; 

He may prepare it, but the just shall put 
it on. 

And the innocent shall divide the silver. 
He buiideth his house as a moth. 

And as a booth that the keeper maketh. 
The rich man shall lie down, but he shall 
not be gathered: 

He openeth Ms eyes, and he is not. 
Terrors take hold on Mm as waters, 

A tempest stealeth Mm away in the night. 
The east wind carrieth him away, and he 
departeth: 

And as a storm hurleth Mm out of his 
place. 

For God shall cast upon Mm, and not 
spare: 

He would fain flee out of Ms hand. 

Men shall clap their hands at him. 

And shall Mss Mm out of Ms place. 3 

4 Surely there is a vein for the silver, 
And a place for gold where they fine it. 
Iron is taken out of the earth, 

And brass is molten out of the stone. 

He setteth an end to darkness, 

And searcheth out all perfection: 

The stones of darkness, and the shadow 
of death. 

The flood breaketh out from the inhabi- 
tant; 

Even the waters forgotten of the foot: 
They are dried up, they are gone away 
from men. 

As for the earth, out of it cometh bread: 
And under it is turned up as it were fire. 
The stones of it are the place of sapphires: 
And it hath dust of gold. 

There is a path wMch no fowl knoweth, 
And wMch the vulture’s eye hath not 
seen: , 

The lion’s whelps have not trodden it. 
Nor the fierce lion passed by it. 

He putteth forth Ms hand upon the rock; 


1 The end of Bildad’s speech. 

a ^^ebegi^a^ and end of the speech attributed to Zophar. 

not In P °?? ”1 Wisd 2 m . is regarded on many grounds as a later addition to the book, but that does 

not m any way lessen its value as Scripture. 


He overtumeth the mountains by the 
roots. 

He cutteth out rivers among the rocks ; 
And his eye seeth every precious thing. 
He bindeth the floods from overflowing; 
And the thing that is hid bringeth he forth 
to light. 

But where shall wisdom be found ? 

And where is the place of understanding? 
Man knoweth not the price thereof; 
Neither is it found in the land of the living. 
The depth saith, It Is not in me: 

And the sea saith, It is not with me. 

It cannot be gotten for gold, 

Neither shall silver be weighed for the 
price thereof. 

It cannot be valued with the gold of 
Ophir, 

With the precious onyx, or the sapphire. 
The gold and the crystal cannot equal it: 
And the exchange of it shall not be for 
jewels of fine gold. 

No mention shall be made of coral, or of 
pearls: 

For the price of wisdom is above rubies. 
The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it. 
Neither shall it be valued with pure gold. 
Whence then cometh wisdom? 

And where is the place of understanding? 
Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living. 
And kept close from the fowls of the air. 
Destruction and death say. 

We have heard the fame thereof with our 
ears. 

God imderstandeth the way thereof, 
And he knoweth the place thereof. 

For he looketh to the ends of the earth, 
And seeth under the whole heaven; 

To make the weight for the winds; 

And he weigheth the waters by measure. 
When he made a decree for the rain, 

And a way for the lightning of the thunder : 
Then did he see it, and declare it; 

He prepared it, yea, and searched it out. 
And unto man he said. 

Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is 
wisdom; 1 

And to depart from evil is understanding. 

Moreover Job continued his parable, and 
said, 

Oh that I were as in months past, 


JOB 29, 22 

As in the days when God preserved me ; 
When his candle shined upon my head. 
And when by his light I walked through 
darkness; 

As I was in the days of my youth, 

When the secret of God was upon my 
tabernacle; 

When the Almighty was yet with me, 
When my children were about me; 

When I washed my steps with butter, 
And the rock poured me out rivers of oil; 

When I went out to the gate through 
the city. 

When I prepared my seat in the street ! 
The young men saw me, and hid them- 
selves : 

And the aged arose, and stood up. 

The princes refrained talking. 

And laid their hand on their mouth. 

The nobles held their peace, 

And their tongue cleaved to the roof of 
their mouth. 

When the ear heard me, then it blessed 
me; 

And when the eye saw me, it gave witness 
to me: 

Because I delivered the poor that cried. 
And the fatherless, and him that had none 
to help him. 

The blessing of him that was ready to 
perish came upon me: 

And I caused the widow’s heart to sing 
for joy. 

I put on righteousness, and it clothed me: 
My judgment was as a robe and a diadem. 
I was eyes to the blind. 

And feet was I to the lame. 

I was a father to the poor: 

And the cause which I knew not I searched 
out. 

And I brake the jaws of the wicked, 

And plucked the spoil out of his teeth. 
Then I said, I shall die in my nest, 

And I shall multiply my days as the sand. 
My root was spread out by the waters, 
And the dew lay all night upon my branch. 
My glory was fresh in me. 

And my bow was renewed in my hand. 

Unto me men gave ear, and waited, 
And kept silence at my counsel. 

After my words they spake not again; 
And my speech dropped upon them. 


1 The word here means practical piety, and refers to man’s wisdom. The earlier part of the poem refers to 
God’s wisdom — the principles or laws that control the universe and which, it is said, it is beyond man’s 
intellectual ability to grasp or fully comprehend. 
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And they waited for me as for the rain; 
And they opened their mouth wide as for 
the latter rain. 

If I laughed on them, they believed it not; 
And the light of my countenance they 
cast not down. 

I chose out their way, and sat chief. 

And dwelt as a king in the army. 

As one that comforteth the mourners. 

But now they that are younger than I 
have me in derision, 

Whose fathers I would have disdained to 
have set with the dogs of my flock. 

Yea, whereto might the strength of their 
hands profit me. 

In whom old age was perished? 

For want and famine they were solitary; 
Fleeing into the wilderness in former time 
desolate and waste. 

Who cut up mallows by the bushes, 

And jumper roots for their meat. 

They were driven forth from among men, 
(They cried after them as after a thief;) 
To dwell in the cliffs of the valleys. 

In caves of the earth, and in the rocks. 
Among the bushes they brayed; 

Under the nettles they were gathered 
together. 

They were children of fools, yea, children 
of base men: 

They were viler than the earth. 

And now am I their song. 

Yea, I am their byword. 

They abhor me, they flee far from me, 
And spare not to spit in my face. 

Because he hath loosed my cord, and 
afflicted me. 

They have also let loose the bridle before 
me. 

Upon my right hand rise the youth; 

They push away my feet. 

And they raise up against me the ways of 
their destruction. 

They mar my path, 

They set forward my calamity, 

They have no helper. 

They came upon me as a wide breaking in 
of waters: 

In the desolation they rolled themselves 
upon me. 

Terrors are turned upon me: 

They pursue my soul as the wind: 

And my welfare passeth away as a cloud. 

Andnow my soul is poured out upon me ; 


The days of affliction have taken hold 
upon me. 

My bones are pierced in me in the night 
season: 

And my sinews take no rest. 

By the great force of my disease is my 
garment changed: 

It bindeth me about as the collar of my 
coat. 

He hath cast me into the mire. 

And I am become like dust and ashes. 

I cry unto thee, and thou dost not hear me: 

I stand up, and thou regardest me not. 
Thou art become cruel to me: 

With thy strong hand thou opposest 
thyself against me. 

Thou liftest me up to the wind; thou 
causest me to ride upon it. 

And dissolvest my substance. 

For I know that thou wilt bring me to 
death. 

And to the house appointed for all living. 

Howbeit he will not stretch out his 
hand to the grave. 

Though they cry in his destruction. 

Did not I weep for him that was in 
trouble? 

Was not my soul grieved for the poor? 
When I looked for good, then evil came 
unto me: 

And when I waited for light, there came 
darkness. 

My bowels boiled, and rested not: 

The days of affliction prevented me. 

I went mourning without the sun: 

I stood up, and I cried in the congregation. 
I am a brother to dragons. 

And a companion to owls. 

My skin is black upon me. 

And my bones are burned with heat. 

My harp also is turned to mourning, 

And my organ into the voice of them that 
weep, 

I made a covenant with mine eyes; 
Why then should I think upon a maid? 
For what portion of God is there from 
above? 

And what inheritance of the Almighty 
from on high? 

Is not destruction to the wicked? 

And a strange punishment to the workers 
of iniquity? 

Doth not he see my ways. 

And count all my steps? 


If I have walked with vanity* 

Or if my foot hath hasted to deceit; 

Let me be weighed in an even balance* 
That God may know mine integrity. 

If my step hath turned out of the way* 
And mine heart walked after mine eyes* 
And if any blot hath cleaved to mine 
hands; 

Then let me sow* and let another eat; 

Yea* let my offspring be rooted out. 

If mine heart have been deceived by a 
woman* 

Or if I have laid wait at my neighbour’s 
door; 

Then let my wife grind unto another* 

And let others bow down upon her. 

For this is an heinous crime; 

Yea* it is an iniquity to be punished by 
the judges. 

For it is a fire that consumeth to destruc- 
tion* 

And would root out ail mine increase. 

If I did despise the cause of my man- 
servant or of my maidservant* 

When they contended with me; 

What then shall I do when God riseth up ? 
And when he visiteth, what shall I answer 
him? 

Did not he that made me in the womb 
make him? 

And did not one fashion us in the womb ? 

If I have withheld the poor from their 
desire* 

Or have caused the eyes of the widow to 
fail; 

Or have eaten my morsel myself alone, 
And the fatherless hath not eaten thereof; 
(For from my youth he was brought up 
with me, as with a father* 

And I have guided her from my mother’s 
womb;) 

If I have seen any perish for want of 
clothing* 

Or any poor without covering; 

If his loins have not blessed me* 

And if he were not warmed with the fleece 
of my sheep; 

If I have lifted up my hand against the 
fatherless* 

When I saw my help in the gate : 

Then let mine arm fall from my shoulder 
blade, 

And mine arm be broken from the bone. 
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For destruction from God was a terror to 
me* 

And by reason of his highness I could not 
endure. • 

If I have made gold my hope* 

Or have said to the fine gold* Thou art 
my confidence; 

If I rejoiced because my wealth was great* 
And because mine hand had gotten much; 
If I beheld the sun when it shined* 

Or the moon walking in brightness; 

And my heart hath been secretly enticed* 
Or my mouth hath kissed my hand: 

This also were an iniquity to be punished 
by the judge : 

For I should have denied the God that is 
above. 

If I rejoiced at the destruction of him 
that hated me* 

Or lifted up myself when evil found him : 
Neither have I suffered my mouth to sin 
By wishing a curse to his soul. 

If the men of my tabernacle said not* 

Oh that we had of his flesh! we cannot be 
satisfied. 

The stranger did not lodge in the street: 
But I opened my doors to the traveller. 

If I covered my transgressions as Adam* 
By hiding mine iniquity in my bosom : 

Did I fear a great multitude* 

Or did the contempt of families terrify me* 
That I kept silence* and went not out of 
the door? 

Oh that one would hear me! 

Behold* my desire is* that the Almighty 
would answer me* 

And that mine adversary had written a 
book. 

Surely I would take it upon my shoulder* 
And bind it as a crown to me. 

I would declare unto him the number of 
my steps; 

As a prince would I go near unto him. 

If my land cry against me* 

Or that the furrows likewise thereof com- 
plain; 

If I have eaten the fruits thereof without 
money. 

Or have caused the owners thereof to lose 
their fife: 

Let thistles grow instead of wheat* 

And cockle instead of barley. 

The words of Job are ended. 1 


1 They end with one of the finest statements of personal and social righteousness to be found in the Bible. 
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YOUTH SPEAKS UP 

FINDING A NEW ANSWER TO THE OLD PROBLEM 


JOB CHAPTERS 32, i— 37, 24 

How true to life runs the narrative . While the old men are speaking , a young man draws 
near and listens to the conversation . He belongs to a new generation . He looks at 
things from a different angle , and, as often happens, is constrained to enter into the 
discussion . He does not entirely agree with the explanations that have been offered to 
Job . In his view more weight ought to be given to the educational value of suffering , and 
he makes bold to advise Job to have a more teachable spirit . He speaks like a young 
man who has studied philosophy seriously , and believes it has given him the key to 
human existence , but who has yet to learn from experience that wisdom has some secrets 
beyond the range of reason and argument . Nevertheless , some wise and true words are 
spoken by Elihu. They may not be as original as he thinks they are, for there are traces 
of his thought in the other speakers, but he gives them a new emphasis, and if they do not 
fully meet the problem they do make a contribution to it. Suffering in some cases is due 
to sin, as the others said; and, as he says , it can also be educative . But the point of the 
book is that these reasons do not fully explain or solve the mystery . 


SO these three men ceased to answer Job, 
because he was righteous in his own eyes. 
Then was kindled the wrath of Elihu the 
son of Barachel the Buzite, of the kindred 
of Ram: against Job was his wrath kindled, 
because he justified himself rather than God. 
Also against his three friends was his wrath 
kindled, because they had found no answer, 
and yet had condemned Job. Now Elihu 
had waited till Job had spoken, because they 
were elder than he. When Elihu saw that 
there was no answer in the mouth of these 
three men, then his wrath was kindled. 

And ELIHU the son of Barachel the Buzite 
answered and said, 

I am young, and ye are very old; 

Wherefore I was afraid, and durst not 
shew you mine opinion. 

I said, Days should speak, 

And multitude of years should teach wis- 
dom. 

But there is a spirit in man: 

And the inspiration of the Almighty giveth 
them understanding. 

Great men are not always wise. 

Neither do the aged understand judgment. 

Therefore I said. Hearken to me; 

I also will shew mine opinion. 


Behold, I waited for your words; 

I gave ear to your reasons. 

Whilst ye searched out what to say. 

Yea, I attended unto you. 

And, behold, there was none of you that 
convinced Job, 

Or that answered his words: 

Lest ye should say. We have found out 
wisdom: 

God thrusteth him down, not man. 

Now he hath not directed his words 
against me: 

Neither will I answer him with your 
speeches. 

They were amazed, they answered no 
more: 

They left off speaking. 

When I had waited, (for they spake 
not. 

But stood still, and answered no more;) 

I said, I will answer also my part, 

I also will shew mine opinion. 

For I am full of matter. 

The spirit within me constraineth me. 

Behold, my belly is as wine which hath 
no vent; 

It is ready to burst like new bottles. 

I will speak, that I may be refreshed: 

I will open my lips and answer. 
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DOES MODERN THOUGHT GET NEARER TO A SOLUTION ? 

The problem remains a mystery , but more is being done to-day to help , in practical way s 3 
those who suffer than was attempted in ancient times . 


Let me not, I pray you, accept any man’s 
person. 

Neither let me give flattering titles unto 
man. 

For I know not to give flattering titles; 

In so doing my maker would soon take 
me away. 

Wherefore, Job, I pray thee, hear my 
speeches. 

And hearken to all my words. 

Behold, now I have opened my mouth, 

My tongue hath spoken in my mouth. 

My words shall be of the uprightness of 
my heart: 

And my lips shall utter knowledge clearly. 

The Spirit of God hath made me, 

And the breath of the Almighty hath given 
me life. 

If thou canst answer me. 

Set thy words in order before me, stand up. 

Behold, I am according to thy wish in 
God’s stead: 

I also am formed out of the clay. 

Behold, my terror shall not make thee 
afraid. 


Neither shall my hand be heavy upon 
thee. ' ■ 

Surely thou hast spoken in mine hearing, 
And I have heard the voice of thy words, 
saying, 

I am clean without transgression, 

I am innocent; neither is there iniquity 
in me. 

Behold, he findeth occasions against me. 
He counteth me for his enemy, 

He putteth my feet in the stocks. 

He marketh all my paths. 

Behold, in this thou art not just; I will 
answer thee. 

That God is greater than man. 

Why dost thou strive against him? 

For he giveth not account of any of his 
matters. 

For God speaketh once. 

Yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not. 

In a dream, in a vision of the night. 
When deep sleep falleth upon men, 

In slumberings upon the bed; 

Then he openeth the ears of men. 
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And sealeth their instruction. 

That he may withdraw man from his 
purpose. 

And hide pride from man. 

He keepeth back his soul from the pit. 
And his life from perishing by the sword. 

He is chastened also with pain upon his 
bed. 

And the multitude of his bones with 
strong pain: 

So that his life abhorreth bread. 

And his soul dainty meat. 

His flesh is consumed away, that it cannot 
be seen; 

And his bones that were not seen stick out. 
Yea, his soul draweth near unto the grave, 
And his life to the destroyers. 

If there be a messenger with him. 

An interpreter, one among a thousand. 
To shew unto man his uprightness: 

Then he is gracious unto him, and saith, 
Deliver him from going down to the pit: 
I have found a ransom. 

His flesh shall be fresher than a child’s: 
He shall return to the days of his youth: 
He shall pray unto God, and he will be 
favourable unto him: 

And he shall see his face with joy: 

For he will render unto man his righteous- 
' ness* 

He looketh upon men, and if any say, 

I have sinned, and perverted that which 
was right. 

And it profited me not; 

He will deliver his soul from going into 
the pit. 

And his life shall see the light. 

Lo> all these things worketh God often- 
times with man. 

To bring back his soul from the pit, 

To be enlightened with the light of the 
living. 

Mark well, O Job, hearken unto me : 
Hold thy peace, and I will speak. 

If thou hast any thing to say, answer me ; 
Speak, for I desire to justify thee. 

If not, hearken unto me: 

Hold thy peace, and I shall teach thee 
wisdom. 

Furthermore Elihu answered and said, 
Hear my words, O ye wise men; 

And give ear unto me, ye that have know- 
ledge. 


For the ear trieth words. 

As the mouth tasteth meat. 

Let us choose to us judgment: 

Let us know among ourselves what is 
good. 

For Job hath said, I am righteous: 

And God hath taken away my judgment. 
Should I lie against my right? 

My wound is incurable without trans- 
gression. 

What man is like Job, 

Who drinketh up scorning like water? 
Which goeth in company with the workers 
of iniquity. 

And walketh with wicked men. 

For he hath said. It profiteth a man no- 
thing 

That he should delight himself with God. 

Therefore hearken unto me, ye men of 
understanding: 

Far be it from God, that he should do 
wickedness; 

And from the Almighty, that he should 
commit iniquity. 

For the work of a man shall he render 
unto him. 

And cause every man to find according to 
his ways. 

Yea, surely God will not do wickedly. 
Neither will the Almighty pervert judg- 
ment. 

Who hath given him a charge over the 
earth? 

Or who hath disposed the whole world? 
If he set his heart upon man, 

If he gather unto himself his spirit and 
his breath; 

All flesh shall perish together. 

And man shall turn again unto dust. 

If now thou hast understanding, hear 
this: 

Hearken to the voice of my words. 

Shall even he that hateth right govern? 
And wilt thou condemn him that is most 
just? 

Is it fit to say to a king, Thou art wicked? 
And to princes. Ye are ungodly? 

How much less to him that accepteth not 
the persons of princes. 

Nor regardeth the rich more than the 
poor? 

For they all are the work of his hands. 

In a moment shall they die. 

And the people shall be troubled at mid- 
night, and pass away: 
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And the mighty shall be taken away with- 
out hand* 

For his eyes are upon the ways of man, 
And he seeth all his goings. 

There is no darkness, nor shadow of 
death. 

Where the workers of iniquity may hide 
themselves. 

For he will not lay upon man more than 
right; 

That he should enter into judgment with 
God. 

He shall break in pieces mighty men 
without number. 

And set others in their stead. 

Therefore he knoweth their works. 

And he overtumeth them in the night, so 
that they are destroyed. 

He striketh them as wicked men 
In the open sight of others; 

Because they turned back from him. 

And would not consider any of his 
ways: 

So that they cause the cry of the poor to 
come unto him. 

And he heareth the cry of the afflicted. 
When he giveth quietness, who then can 
make trouble? 

And when he hideth his face, who then 
can behold him? 

Whether it be done against a nation, or 
against a man only: 

That the hypocrite reign not. 

Lest the people be ensnared. 

Surely it is meet to be said unto God, 

I have borne chastisement, I will not 
offend any more: 

That which I see not teach thou me: 

If I have done iniquity, I will do no 
more. 

Should it be according to thy mind? he 
will recompense it, whether thou refuse. 
Or whether thou choose; and not I: 
Therefore speak what thou knowest. 

Let men of understanding tell me. 

And let a wise man hearken unto me. 

Job hath spoken without knowledge. 

And his words were without wisdom. 

My desire is that Job may be tried unto 
the end 

Because of his answers for wicked men. 
For he addeth rebellion unto his sin. 

He clappeth his hands among us. 

And multiplieth his words against God. 


Elihu spake moreover, and said, 

Thinkest thou this to be right. 

That thou saidst. My righteousness is more 
than God’s? 

For thou saidst. What advantage will it be 
unto thee? 

And, What profit shall I have, if I be 
cleansed from my sin? 

I will answer thee, 

And thy companions with thee. 

Look unto the heavens, and see; 

And behold the clouds which are higher 
than thou. 

If thou sinnest, what doest thou against 
him? 

Or if thy transgressions be multiplied, 
what doest thou unto him? 

If thou be righteous, what givest thou 
him? 

Or what receiveth he of thine hand? 

Thy wickedness may hurt a man as thou 
art; 

And thy righteousness may profit the son 
of man. 

By reason of the multitude’ of oppres- 
sions they make the oppressed to cry: 
They cry out by reason of the arm of the 
mighty. 

But none salth. Where is God my maker. 
Who giveth songs in the night; 

Who teacheth us more than the beasts of 
the earth. 

And maketh us wiser than the fowls of 
heaven? 

There they cry, but none giveth answer, 
Because of the pride of evil men. 

Surely God will not hear vanity. 

Neither will the Almighty regard it. 
Although thou sayest thou shalt not see 
him, 

Yet judgment is before him; therefore 
trust thou in him. 

But now, because it is not so, he hath 
visited in his anger; 

Yet he knoweth it not in great extremity: 
Therefore doth Job open his mouth in 
vain; 

He multiplieth words without knowledge. 

Elihu also proceeded, and said, 

Suffer me a little, and I will shew thee 
That I have yet to speak on God’s behalf. 
I will fetch my knowledge from afar. 

And will ascribe righteousness to ray 
. Maker. 
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For truly my words shall not be false: 

He that is perfect in knowledge is with 
thee. 

Behold* God is mighty* and despiseth not 
any: 

He is mighty in strength and wisdom. 

He preserveth not the life of the wicked: 
But giveth right to the poor. 

He withdraweth not his eyes from the 
righteous: 

But with kings are they on the throne; 
Yea* he doth establish them for ever* and 
they are exalted. 

And if they be bound in fetters* 

And be holden in cords of affliction; 

Then he sheweth them their work* 

And their transgressions that they have 
exceeded. 

He openeth also their ear to discipline* 
And commanded! that they return from 
iniquity. 

If they obey and serve him* 

They shall spend their days in prosperity* 
And their years in pleasures. 

But if they obey not* they shall perish by 
the sword* 

And they shall die without knowledge. 
But the hypocrites in heart heap up wrath: 
They cry not when he bindeth them. 
They die in youth* 

And their life is among the unclean. 

He delivered! the poor in his affliction, 
And openeth their ears in oppression. 
Even so would he have removed thee out 
of the strait 

Into a broad place* where there is no 
straitness; 

And that which should be set on thy table 
should be full of fatness. 

But thpu hast fulfilled the judgment of 
the wicked: 

Judgment and justice take hold on thee. 
Because there is wrath* beware lest he 
take thee away with his stroke: 

Then a great ransom cannot deliver thee. 
Will he esteem thy riches? no* not gold* 
Nor all the forces of strength. 

Desire not the night* 


When people are cut off in their place. 
Take heed* regard not iniquity: 

For this hast thou chosen rather than 
affliction. 

Behold* God exalteth by Ms power: 

Who teacheth like him? 

Who hath enjoined him Ms way? 

Or who can say* Thou hast wrought 
Iniquity? 

Remember that thou magnify Ms work* 
WMch men behold. 

Every man may see it; 

Man may behold it afar off. 

Behold* God is great* and we know Mm not* 
Neither can the number of Ms years be 
searched out. 

For he maketh small the drops of water: 
They pour down rain according to the 
vapour thereof: 

WMch the clouds do drop 
And distil upon man abundantly. 

Also can any understand the spreadings 
of the clouds* 

Or the noise of Ms tabernacle? 

Behold* he spreadeth Ms light upon it* 
And covered! the bottom of the sea. 

For by them judgeth he the people; 

He giveth meat in abundance. 

With clouds he covered! the light; 

And commanded! it not to sMne by the 
cloud that cometh betwixt. 

The noise thereof sheweth concerning it, 
The cattie also concerning the vapour. 

At this also my heart trembleth* 

And is moved out of Ms place. 

Hear attentively the noise of Ms voice* 
And the sound that goeth out of Ms mouth. 
He directeth it under the whole heaven* 
And Ms lightning unto the ends of the 
earth. 

After it a voice roareth: 

He thundereth with the voice of Ms ex- 
cellency; 

And he will not stay them when Ms voice 
is heard. 

God thundereth 1 marvellously with Ms 
voice; 


Throughout the closing sections of Elihu’s speech there are sentences that suggest an approaching storm 
ln “ le . en< l silences the speaker, and leaves Job enveloped by a whirlwind. In the midst of the darkness 
and devastation he hears the voice of God. It will be remembered that a great wind from the wilderness smote 
the family of Job in the opening chapter of the book. These two experiences of Job are surely meant to be read 
together. It was a personal experience that created his problem, and it was a personal experience that resolved 
it. When we consider how these experiences came to him and how they come to us, without warning or 
invitation, we feel that the choice of the figure of a whirlwind to describe them is most apt. 

If we turn from the outer to the inner experiences of Job as these are unfolded in his speeches, there are two 
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Great things doeth he, which we cannot 
comprehend. 

For he saith to the snow, Be thou on the 
earth; 

Likewise to the small rain, 

And to the great rain of his strength. 

He sealeth up the hand of every man; 

That all men may know his work. 

Then the beasts go into dens. 

And remain in their places. 

Out of the south cometh the whirlwind: 

And cold out of the north. 

By the breath of God frost is given: 

And the breadth of the waters is strait- 
ened. 

Also by watering he wearieth the thick 
cloud: 

He scattereth his bright cloud: 

And it is turned round about by his 
counsels: 

That they may do whatsoever he com- 
manded! them 

Upon the face of the world in the earth. 

He causeth it to come, whether for correc- 
tion, or for his land, or for mercy. 

Hearken unto this, O Job: 

Stand still, and consider the wondrous 
works of God. 

Dost thou know when God disposed them, 
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And caused the light of his cloud to shine ? 

Dost thou know the balancings of the 
clouds. 

The wondrous works of him which is 
perfect in knowledge ? 

How thy garments are warm, 

When he quieteth the earth by the south 
wind? 

Hast thou with him spread out the sky, 

Which is strong, and as a molten looking 
glass? 

Teach us what we shall say unto him; 

For we cannot order our speech by reason 
of darkness. 

Shall it be told him that I speak? 

If a man speak, surely he shall be swallowed 
up. 

And now men see not the bright light 
which is in the clouds: 

But the wind passeth, and cleanseth them. 

Fair weather cometh out of the north: 

With God is terrible majesty. 

Touching the Almighty, we cannot find 
him out: he is excellent in power, 

And in judgment. 

And in plenty of justice : he will not afflict 

Men do therefore fear him: 

He respecteth not any that are wise of 
heart. 


things specially worth observing. They make him fully representative of human nature. He did not claim to 
be sinless. He admits that he has sinned (chap. 13, 23, 26) and that his nature like that of the rest of mankind 
is sinful (10, 6; 14, 4, 16). But he has not purposely sinned, nor committed such wickedness as to deserve the 
calamities that have come to him. The second very human feature is his two ideas of God, Deep in his mind 
is the thought that God is his friend, merciful and gracious, but from time to time that view or memory is 
blotted out by the thought which life seems to force upon him that God is arbitrary and unjust, a pitiless judge. 
This conflict of ideas about God brings Job very near to us. 



THE DIVINE SURPRISE 

an unexpected spiritual experience that 

CHANGES A MAN’S OUTLOOK ON HUMAN LIFE 

JOB CHAPTERS 38 s x-~42, 6 

The drama takes a sudden and unexpected turn . A startling experience puts further 
discussion out of the question . In modern phrase we should say that Job had a spiritual 
experience that made God very real to him , very near y and abundantly sufficient not 
only for his needs y but for the needs of the whole world . Now for some reason or other 
this experience ofJob% which is not at all an uncommon experience to-day 3 is not given 
the prominence it ought to have in man's search for an understanding of the mysteries of 
human existence . The book is a plea for the recognition of personal spiritual experiences 
as evidence of the fact that God is not indifferent to 3 much less the instigator off the 
calamities that afflict mankind . Those who have suffered as Job confirm every word 
of his revelation , that there is a Voice , a Vision , or some spiritual sense of the Divine 
Presence in every whirlwind that sweeps over the world . Perhaps we can carry the 
thought farther , and see in the figure of the whirlwind not merely a striking description 
of the catastrophes that fall on man during the course of his life , but also a hint of that 
dreaded hour when the darkest clouds begin to gather over us. We are inclined to think 
there is a revelation for death as well as for life in this experience of Job' s y and that the 
Voice and Vision which comfort and sustain , humiliate and exalt us in the dark and 
lonely hours of our storm-swept existence , will be heard more plainly and seen more clearly 
in the silence and solitude of the grave . 

Then the LORD answered Job out of the 
whirlwind., and said. 

Who is this that darkened! counsel 
By words without knowledge ? 

Gird up now thy loins like a man; 

For I will demand of thee, and answer 
thou me. 

Where wast thou when I laid the 
foundations of the earth? 

Declare, if thou hast understanding. 

Who hath laid the measures thereof, if 
thouknowest? 

Or who hath stretched the line upon it? 

Whereupon are the foundations thereof 
fastened? 

Or who laid the comer stone thereof; 

When the morning stars sang together. 

And all the sons of God shouted for joy? 

Or who shut up the sea with doors. 

When it brake forth, as if it had issued 
out of the womb? 


When I made the cloud the garment 
thereof. 

And thick darkness a swaddlingband for 
it, 

And brake up for it my decreed place. 

And set bars and doors. 

And said. Hitherto shalt thou come, but 
no further: 

And here shall thy proud waves be stayed? 

Hast thou commanded the morning 
since thy days; 

And caused the dayspring to know his 
place; 

That it might take hold of the ends of the 
earth. 

That the wicked might be shaken out of 
it? 

It is turned as day to the seal; 

And they stand as a garment. 

And from the wicked their light is with- 
holden. 

And the high arm shall be broken. 


Hast thou entered into the springs of 
the sea? 

Or hast thou walked in the search of the 
depth? 

Have the gates of death been opened unto 
thee? 

Or hast thou seen the doors of the shadow 
of death? 

Hast thou perceived the breadth of the 
earth? 

Declare if thou knowest it all. 

Where is the way where light dwelleth? 

And as for darkness* where is the place 
thereof* 

That thou shouldest take it to the bound 
thereof* 

And that thou shouldest know the paths 
to the house thereof? 

Knowest thou it* because thou wast then 
born? 

Or because the number of thy days is 
great? 

Hast thou entered into the treasures of 
the snow? 

Or hast thou seen the treasures of the hail, 

Which I have reserved against the time of 
trouble* 

Against the day of battle and war? 

By what way is the light parted, 

Which scattereth the east wind upon the 
earth? 

Who hath divided a watercourse for the 
overflowing of waters. 

Or a way for the lightning of thunder; 

To cause it to rain on the earth, where no 
man is; 

On the wilderness* wherein there is no 
man; 

To satisfy the desolate and waste ground; 

And to cause the bud of the tender herb 
to spring forth? 

Hath the rain a father? 

Or who hath begotten the drops of dew? 

Out of whose womb came the ice? 

And the hoary frost of heaven* who hath 
gendered it? 

The waters are hid as with a stone* 

And the face of the deep is frozen, 

Canst thou bind the sweet influences 
of Pleiades* 

Or loose the bands of Orion? 

Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his 
season? 


JOB 39, io 

Or canst thou guide Arcturus with his 
sons ? 

Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven ? 
Canst thou set the dominion thereof in 
the earth? 

Canst thou lift up thy voice to the 
clouds, 

That abundance of waters may cover thee ? 
Canst thou send lightnings* that they may 
go, 

And say unto thee. Here we are? 

Who hath put wisdom in the inward parts ? 
Or who hath given understanding to the 
heart? 

Who can number the clouds in wisdom? 
Or who can stay the bottles of heaven, 
When the dust groweth into hardness, 
And the clods cleave fast together? 

Wilt thou hunt the prey for the Hon? 

Or fill the appetite of the young lions, 
When they couch in their dens* 

And abide in the covert to lie in wait? 
Who provideth for the raven his food? 
When his young ones cry unto God* 
They wander for lack of meat. 

Knowest thou the time when the wild 
goats of the rock bring forth? 

Or canst thou mark when the hinds do 
calve? 

Canst thou number the months that they 
fulfil? 

Or knowest thou the time when they 
bring forth? 

They bow themselves, they bring forth 
their young ones. 

They cast out their sorrows. 

Their young ones are in good Hking, they 
grow up with corn; 

They go forth, and return not unto them. 

Who hath sent out the wild ass free? 
Or who hath loosed the bands of the wild 
ass? 

Whose house I have made the wilderness* 
And the barren land his dwellings. 

He scorneth the multitude of the city* 
Neither regardeth he the crying of the 
driver. 

The range of the mountains is his pasture. 
And he searcheth after every green thing. 
Will the unicorn be willing to serve thee. 
Or abide by thy crib? 

Canst thou bind the unicorn with his 
band in the furrow? 
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Or will he harrow the valleys after thee? 
Wilt thou trust him, because his strength 
is great? 

Or wilt thou leave thy labour to him? 
Wilt thou believe him, that he will bring 
home thy seed. 

And gather it into thy bam? 

Gavest thou the goodly wings unto the 
peacocks? 

Or wings and feathers unto the ostrich? 
Which leaveth her eggs in the earth, 

And warmeth them in dust. 

And forgetteth that the foot may crush 
them. 

Or that the wild beast may break them. 
She is hardened against her young ones, 
as though they were not her’s: 

Her labour is in vain without fear; 
Because God hath deprived her of wisdom. 
Neither hath he imparted to her under- 
standing. 

What time she lifteth up herself on high. 
She scometh the horse and his rider. 

Hast thou given the horse strength? 
Hast thou clothed his neck with thunder? 
Canst thou make him afraid as a grass- 
hopper? 

The glory of his nostrils is terrible. 

He paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in 
his strength: 

He goeth on to meet the armed men. 

He mocketh at fear, and is not affrighted; 
Neither tumeth he back from the sword. 
The quiver rattleth against him. 

The glittering spear and the shield. 

He swalloweth the ground with fierceness 
and rage : 

Neither believeth he that it is the sound of 
the trumpet. 

He saith among the trumpets, Ha, ha; 
And he smelleth the battle afar off. 

The thunder of the captains, and the 
shouting, 

Doth the hawk fly by thy wisdom. 

And stretch her wings toward the south? 
Doth the eagle mount up at thy command. 
And make her nest on high? 

She dwelleth and abideth on the rock, 


Upon the crag of the rock, and the strong 
place. 

From thence she seeketh the prey. 

And her eyes behold afar off. 

Her young ones also suck up blood: 

And where the slain are, there is she. 

Moreover the Lord answered 1 Job, and 
said. 

Shall he that contendeth with the Al- 
mighty instruct him? 

He that reproveth God, let him answer it. 

Then JOB answered the Lord, and said, 

Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer 
thee? 

1 will lay mine hand upon my mouth. 
Once have I spoken; but I will not answer: 
Yea, twice; but I will proceed no further. 

Then answered the LORD unto Job out 
of the whirlwind, and said. 

Gird up thy loins now like a man: 

I will demand of thee, and declare thou 
unto me. 

Wilt thou also disannul my judgment? 
Wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest 
be righteous? 

Hast thou an arm like God? 

Or canst thou thunder with a voice like 
him? 

Deck thyself now with majesty and 
excellency; 

And array thyself with glory and beauty. 
Cast abroad the rage of thy wrath: 

And behold every one that is proud, and 
abase him. 

Look on every one that is proud, and 
bring him low; 

And tread down the wicked in their place. 
Hide them in the dust together; 

And bind their faces in secret. 

Then will I also confess unto thee 
That thine own right hand can save thee. 

Behold now behemoth, which I made 
with thee; 

He eateth grass as an ox. 

Lo now, his strength is in his loins. 

And his force is in the navel of his belly. 


t I I C? eSe ansv [ ers t0 l°b> sH those given in this section, do not satisfy us, let us remember they satisfied 
joo. strange as it may seem, personal spiritual experiences often have this feature. They deeply convince 
811(1 mi rCSS person who receives them > but they convey little to any one else. They are essentially 
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j AROUND US AND BEYOND/ ENCIRCLING US* IS INFINITE WISDOM 

\ With all out advancement in knowledge 5 and all the facilities that have been placed tn 

j. out hands by modern science for discovering the secrets of the universe 3 all zee can say 

| is that so far as our aided eyes can see 3 we are surr ounded by laws and forces that manifest 

\ the infinite wisdom of their Creator . 

J 
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He moveth his tail like a cedar 8 . 

The sinews of Ms stones are wrapped 
together. 

His bones are as strong pieces of brass; 
His bones are like bars of iron. 

He is the cMef of the ways of God: 

He that made him can make Ms sword to 
approach unto him. 

Surely the mountains bring him forth 


food, 

Where all the beasts of the field play. 

He lieth under the shady trees, 

In the covert of the reed, and fens. 

The shady trees cover him with their 
shadow; 

The willows of the brook compass him 
about. 

Behold, he drinketh up a river, and 
hasteth not: 

He trusteth that he can draw up Jordan 
into Ms mouth. 

He taketh it with Ms eyes: 

His nose pierceth through snares. 


Canst thou draw out leviathan with an 
hook? 

Or Ms tongue with a cord wMch thou 
lettest down? 

Canst thou put an hook into Ms nose? 

Or bore Ms jaw through with a thorn? 
Will he make many supplications unto 
thee? 

Will he speak soft words unto thee? 

Will he make a covenant with thee? 

Wilt thou take Mm for a servant for ever ? 
Wilt thou play with Mm as with a bird? 
Or wilt thou bind him for thy maidens ? 
Shall the compamons make a banquet of 
■ him? 

Shall they part Mm among the merchants ? 
Canst thou fill Ms skin with barbed irons? 
Or Ms head with fish spears? 

Lay thine hand upon him. 

Remember the battle, do no more. 
Behold, the hope of him is in vain: 

Shall not one be cast down even at the 
sight of him? 

None is so fierce that dare stir Mm up : 
Who then is able to stand before me? 
Who hath prevented me, that I should 
repay him? 

Whatsoever is under the whole heaven is 
mine. 




I will not conceal Ms parts, 

Nor Ms power, nor Ms comely proportion. 






Who can discover the face of Ms gar- 
ment? 

Or who can come to him with his double 
bridle? 

Who can open the doors of Ms face? 

His teeth are terrible round about. 

His scales are Ms pride. 

Shut up together as with a close seal. 
One is so near to another. 

That no air can come between them. 
They are joined one to another. 

They stick together, that they cannot be 
sundered. 

By Ms neesings a light doth sMne, 

And Ms eyes are like the eyelids of the 
morning. 

Out of Ms mouth go burning lamps. 
And sparks of fire leap out. 

Out of Ms nostrils goeth smoke. 

As out of a seething pot or caldron. 

His breath kindleth coals. 

And a flame goeth out of his mouth. 

In Ms neck remaineth strength. 

And sorrow is turned into joy before 
him. 

The flakes of Ms flesh are joined to- 
gether: 

They are firm in themselves; they cannot 
be moved. 

His heart is as firm as a stone; 

Yea, as hard as a piece of the nether mill- 
stone. 

When he raiseth up himself, the mighty 
are afraid: 

By reason of breakings they purify them- 
selves. 

The sword of him that layeth at Mm can- 
not hold: 

The spear, the dart, nor the habergeon. 
He esteemeth iron as straw. 

And brass as rotten wood. 

The arrow cannot make him flee: 
Slingstones are turned with him into 
stubble. 

Darts are counted as stubble: 

He laugheth at the shaking of a spear. 
Sharp stones are under Mm: 

He spreadeth sharp pointed things upon 
the mire. 

He maketh the deep to boil like a pot: 

He maketh the sea like a pot of oint- 
ment. 

He maketh a path to shine after him; 

One would think the deep to be hoary. 
Upon earth there is not his like. 

Who is made without fear. 


He beholdeth all high things: 

He is a king over all the children of 
pride. 

Then JOB answered the Lorn, and said., 

I know that thou canst do every thing. 

And that no thought can be withholden 
from thee. 

Who is he that hideth counsel without 
knowledge? 


JOB 42 , 17 

Therefore have I uttered that I under- 
stood not; 

Things too wonderful for me, which I 
knew not. 

Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: 

I will demand of thee, and declare thou 
unto me. 

Jhave heard of thee by thehearingof the ear: 

But now mine eye seeth thee. 

Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent 

In dust and ashes. 


THE EPILOGUE Job 42 , 7-17 

The story has a happy ending . It could not be otherwise if the claims made by Job and 
his friends were to be established: that God will vindicate the righteous , and reward them . 
Sometimes it is as hard for us as it was for Job to hold on to this faith, and we are glad 
this word of assurance has been passed on to us, though it was written by a man who had 
less grounds than we have for believing in the eternal truth it utters . 


Concerning Job's Friends 

AND it was so, that after the Lord had 
spoken these words unto Job, the Lord said 
to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is 
kindled against thee, and against thy two 
friends: for ye have not spoken of me the 
thing that is right, as my servant Job hath. 
Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks 
and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, 
and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; 
and my servant Job shall pray for you: for 
him will I accept: lest I deal with you after 
your folly, in that ye have not spoken of me 
the thing which is right, like my servant Job. 
So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the 
Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went, 
and did according as the Lord commanded 
them: the Lord also accepted Job. 

Concerning Job 

And the Lord turned the captivity of 
Job, when he prayed for his friends: also 


the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had 
before. Then came there unto him all his 
brethren, and all his sisters, and all they 
that had been of his acquaintance before, 
and did eat bread with him in his house: 
and they bemoaned him, and comforted him 
over all the evil that the Lord had brought 
upon him: every man also gave him a piece 
of money, and every one an earring of gold. 
So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job 
more than his beginning: for he had fourteen 
thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, 
and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand 
she asses. He had also seven sons and three 
daughters. And he called the name of the 
first, Jemima; and the name of the second, 
Kezia; and the name of the third, Keren- 
happuch. And in all the land were no women 
found so fair as the daughters of Job: and 
their father gave them inheritance among 
their brethren. After this lived Job an hun- 
dred and forty years, and saw his sons, and 
his sons 5 sons, even four generations. So 
Job died, being old and full of days* 
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PSALMS 

A REVELATION ON WINGS OF SONG 


It is a pity this book of the Bible has to be set in type Jot it is music, celestial music, and 
ought to reach our hearts like the overture of a divine symphony . It is not enough to 
look upon the Psalms as literature . They were set to music . They were to be played and 
sung . They were bom of experiences that words alone could not express, and for a 
ministry that words alone could not accomplish . In these experiences there is a revela- 
tion . It grows through the travail of human life until the heart of man can no longer 
contain it. Then it comes forth as a song to be carried on wings of poetry and music; 
on wings that give it speed and carry it far. But let not our thought of music be limited 
to singing. The Psalmist calls for every instrument to be tuned to the new revelation; 
for music without words can be as penetrating and powerful as uttered thought. In 
music we think in feeling. Its sensitive strains touch the deep and vital instincts of our 
soul. Our susceptibility to spiritual impressions is raised or lowered by its notes and 
tones, its tune and rhythm. Our spiritual energies respond to its calls. Who can measure 
the influence of music, or foretell what its future may be? The Psalmist would see it 
dedicated to the service of Heaven. But alas! to what unworthy service do we see this 
angel of God reduced. Where are the musicianswho to-dayrealize that a gift divine is in 
their hands; who are awake to thefact that we are moving to an age of leisure when music 
will lead the way in the questfor spiritual culture? And when will they strike the songfor 
which the whole world waits, the song that will lead mankind to the gate of Heaven? 


HERALD SONGS 

1 BLESSED is the man that walketh not 
in the counsel of the ungodly* 

Nor standeth in the way of sinners* 

Nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 

But his delight is in the law of the Lord; 
And in his law doth he meditate day and 
night. 

And he shall be like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water* 

That bringeth forth his fruit in his season; 
His leaf also shall not wither; 

And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

The ungodly are not so : 

But are like the chaff which the wind driveth 
away. 

Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in 
the judgment* 

Nor sinners in the congregation of the 
righteous. 

For the Lord knoweth the way of the 
righteous : 

But the way of the ungodly shall perish. 


Psalms 1 — 2 

2 WHY do the heathen rage* 

And the people imagine a vain thing? 
The kings of the earth set themselves* 

And the rulers take counsel together. 
Against the Lord* and against his anointed, 
saying, 

Let us break their bands asunder* 

And cast away their cords from us. 

He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: 
The Lord shall have them in derision. 
Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath* 
And vex them in his sore displeasure. 

Yet have I set my king 
Upon my holy hill of Zion. 

I will declare the decree: 

The Lord hath said unto me* Thou art my 
Son; 

This day have I begotten thee. 

Ask of me* and I shall give thee the heathen 
for thine inheritance. 

And the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession. 
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Thou shait break them with a rod of iron; 
Thou shait dash them in pieces like a potter’s 
vessel. 

Be wise now therefore* O ye kings : 

Be instructed* ye judges of the earth. 

Serve the Lord with fear* 


And rejoice with trembling. 

Kiss the Son* lest he be angry* and ye perish 
from the way* 

When Ms wrath is kindled but a little. 
Blessed are all they that put their trust in 
Mm. 


LIFE’S ROUGH ROAD Psa i ms 3 _ 41 

When any one takes up the Psalter to read a Psalm it is because he wants a word to help 
him on his way, and he believes he will find it there . He has an impression , and it is a 
right impression, that these Psalms are more than literary masterpieces £ they are com- 
panion-songs for life's journey , songs that can give him a lift on the way . But how can 
he lay hold of this desired aid? How can songs so old give him the assistance he seeks? 
In the first place, by making him fully acquainted with the road he is on, so that he is 
ready for any emergency, and not disheartened or surprised by any unexpected experience* 
But that is only one of the friendly services of a good companion . It should also show 
how the dangers and difficulties are to be met and overcome . The Psalmist does that too, 
and in the most helpful way . He shows us the different situations that arise, as he sees 
them , and also, what is his attitude towards them. He passes on the inner secret of his in- 
vincible courage and his inextinguishable hope, the two most valuable possessions for any 
traveller on life's rough road . Let us, then , go through the book reading the songs with 
an eye for the wad , and a heart eager for companionship with those who have travelled 
successfully over it 


3 A Psalm of David, when he fled from 
Absalom his son. 1 

LORD* how are they increased that 
trouble me I 

Many are they that rise up against me. 
Many there be which say of my soul. 

There is no help for him in God. [Selah. 2 ] 
But thou* O Lord* art a shield for me; 

My glory* and the lifter up of mine head. 

I cried unto the Lord with my voice* 

And he heard me out of his holy hill. [Selah.] 
I laid me down and slept; 

I awaked; for the Lord sustained me. 

I will not be afraid of ten thousands of 
people* 

That have set themselves against me round 
about. 

Arise* O Lord; save me* O my God: 

For thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon 
the cheek bone; 

Thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly. 
Salvation belongeth unto the Lord: 

Thy blessing is upon thy people. [Selah.] 


4 To the chief Musician on Neginoth, A 
Psalm of David. 

HEAR me when I call* O God of my 
righteousness: 

Thou hast enlarged me when I was in dis- 
tress; 

Have mercy upon me* and hear my prayer. 
O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn my 
glory into shame? 

How long will ye love vanity* and seek after 
leasing? [Selah.] 

But know that the Lord hath set apart him 
that is godly for himself: 

The Lord will hear when I call unto him. 
Stand in awe* and sin not; 

Commune with your own heart upon your 
bed* and be still. [Selah.] 

Offer the sacrifices of righteousness* 

And put your trust in the Lord. 

There be many that say* who will shew us 
any good? 

Lord* lift thou up the light of thy coun- 
tenance upon us. 


1 The titles at the head of many of the Psalms doubtless had meaning and value when they were inserted, 
but to-day their significance is not always clear. All the standard commentaries discuss the question. 
Fortunately it is not necessary to solve the problems of the titles in order to understand the Psalms. 

2 The precise meaning of the word is uncertain. There are grounds for the view that it means a musical 
interlude without song. 
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PSALM 4, 7 

Thou hast put gladness in my hearty 
More in the time that their com and 
their wine increased. 

I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep : 
For thou, Lord, only makest me dwell in 
safety. 


5 To the chief Musician upon Nehiloth, A 
Psalm of David. 

GIVE ear to my words, O Lord, 1 
Consider my meditation. 

Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, 
and my God: 

For unto thee will I pray. 

My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, 
OLord; 

In the morning will I direct my prayer unto 
thee, and will look up. 

For thou art not a God that hath pleasure 
in wickedness : 

Neither shall evil dwell with thee. 

The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: 
Thou hatest all workers of iniquity. 

Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing: 
The Lord will abhor the bloody and deceit- 
ful man. 

But as for me, X will come into thy house in 
the multitude of thy mercy: 

And in thy fear will I worship toward thy 
holy temple. 

Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness be- 
cause of mine enemies; 

Make thy way straight before my face. 

For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; 
Their inward part is very wickedness; 
Their throat is an open sepulchre; 

They flatter with their tongue. 

Destroy thou them, O God; 

Let them fall by their own counsels; 

Cast them out in the multitude of their 
transgressions; ' 

For they have rebelled against thee. 

But let all those that put their trust in thee 
rejoice: 

Let them ever shout for joy, because thou 
defendest them: 

Let them also that love thy name be joyful 
in thee. 

For thou. Lord, wilt bless the righteous; 
With favour wilt thou compass him as with 
a shield. 


6 To die chief Musician on Neginoth upon 
Sheminith, A Psalm of David. 

O LORD, rebuke me not in thine anger, 
Neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure. 
Have mercy upon me, O Lord; for I am 
weak: 

O Lord, heal me; for my bones are vexed. 
My soul is also sore vexed: 

But thou, O Lord, how long? 

Return, O Lord, deliver my soul: 

Oh save me for thy mercies* sake. 

For in death there is no remembrance of 
thee: 

In the grave who shall give thee thanks? 

I am weary with my groaning; 

All the night make I my bed to swim; 

I water my couch with my tears. 

Mine eye is consumed because of grief; 

It waxeth old because of all mine enemies. 
Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity; 
For the Lord hath heard the voice of my 
weeping. 

The Lord hath heard my supplication; 

The Lord will receive my prayer. 

Let all mine enemies be ashamed and sore 
vexed: 

Let them return and be ashamed suddenly. 


7 ShiggaIon of David, which he sang unto 
the Lord, concerning the words of Cush 
the Benjamite. 

O LORD my God, in thee do I put my 
trust: 

Save me from all them that persecute me, 
and deliver me: 

Lest he tear my soul like a lion. 

Rending it in pieces, while there is none to 
deliver. 

O Lord my God, if I have done this; 

If there be iniquity in my hands; 

If I have rewarded evil unto him that was 
at peace with me; 

(Yea, I have delivered him that without 
cause is mine enemy:) 

Let the enemy persecute my soul, and take it; 
Yea, let him tread down my life upon the 
earth. 

And lay mine honour in the dust. [Selah.] 
Arise, O Lord, in thine anger, ; 

Lift up thyself because of the rage of mine 
enemies : 


Let us kneel beside him in bis morning prayer until our hearts grow strong in the confidence he enjoys. 
For we, too, live in evil times. Our world is distraught and distressed by wickedness we are powerless to 
prevent or suppress* We need the faith he has: that rests, in days like these, in the righteousness of God, in 
the God who abhors evil and will not permit its schemes to bring to nought His plans. 
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The moon and the stars which Thou hast ordained 


And awake for me to the judgment that 
thou hast commanded. 

So shall the congregation of the people com- 
pass thee about: 

For their sakes therefore return thou on 
high. 

The Lord shall judge the people: 

Judge me 3 O Lord, according to my 
righteousness, and according to mine in- 
tegrity that is in me. 

Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come 
to an end; but establish the just: 

For the righteous God trieth the hearts and 
reins. 

My defence is of God, 

Which saveth the upright in heart. 

God judgeth the righteous. 

And God is angry with the wicked every 
day. 

If he turn not, he will whet his sword; 

He hath bent his bow, and made it ready. 

He hath also prepared for him the instru- 
ments of death; 

He ordaineth his arrows against the per- 
. secutors. 

Behold, he travaileth with Iniquity, 

And hath conceived mischief, and brought 
forth falsehood. 

He made a pit, and digged it. 

And is fallen into the ditch which he made. 

His mischief shall return upon his own head. 

And his violent dealing shall come down 
upon his own pate. 

I will praise the Lord according to his 
righteousness : 1 

And will sing praise to the name of the Lord 
most high. 


8 To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A 
Psalm of David. 

O LORD our Lord, 

How excellent is thy name in all the earth I 
Who hast set thy glory above the heavens. 

Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast 
thou ordained strength 
Because of thine enemies. 

That thou mightest still the enemy and the 
avenger. 

When I consider thy heavens, the work of 
thy fingers, 

The moon and the stars, which thou hast 
ordained; 

What is man, that thou art mindful of him? 

And the son of man, that thou visitest him? 

For thou hast made him a little lower than 
the angels, : 

And hast crowned him with glory and 
honour. 

Thou madest him to have dominion over 
the works of thy hands ; 

Thou hast put all things under his feet: 

All sheep and oxen, J 

Yea, and the beasts of the field; I 

The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, | 

And whatsoever passeth through the paths 
of the seas. 

O Lord our Lord, . jj 

How excellent is thy name in all the earth! | 


9 


To the chief Musician upon Muth-labben, 
A Psalm of David. 


I WILL praise thee, O Lord, with my 
whole heart; 

I will shew forth all thy marvellous works. 


1 We shall often come across this word. It meant a great deal to these people to know that their God was 
righteous. It provided a sure basis for trust, confidence, hope $ and, if we give the matter a moment s thought, 
it gave them a view of life, which must have thrilled every soul that perceived it. The God of Heaven and 
Earth a righteous God, who abhors evil and has declared war against it! What a revelation for a corrupt world! 
No wonder men delighted in it, and kept reminding themselves of it. What dynamic power it would give our 
religion to-day if we could recover this truth, with the Church as its irrepressible messenger. 
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PSALM 9* z 

I will be glad and rejoice in thee : 

I will sing praise to thy name* O thou most 
High, 

When mine enemies are turned back* 

They shall fall and perish at thy presence. 
For thou hast maintained my right and my 
cause; 

Thou sates t in the throne judging right. 
Thou hast rebuked the heathen* thou hast 
destroyed the wicked, 

Thou hast put out their name for ever and 
ever. 

0 thou enemy* destructions are come to a 
perpetual end : 

And thou hast destroyed cities; 

Their memorial is perished with them. 

But the Lord shall endure for ever: 

He hath prepared his throne for judgment. 
And he shall judge the world in righteous- 
ness* 

He shall minister judgment to the people in 
uprightness. 

The Lord also will be a refuge for the op- 
pressed* 

A refuge in times of trouble. 

And they that know thy name will put their 
trust in thee: 

For thou* Lord* hast not forsaken them that 
seek thee. 

Sing praises to the Lord* which dwelleth in 
Zion: 

Declare among the people his doings. 

When he maketh inquisition for blood* he 
remembereth them : 

He forgetteth not the cry of the humble. 
Have mercy upon me* O Lord; 

Consider my trouble which I suffer of them 
that hate me* 

Thou that liftest me up from the gates of 
death: 

That I may shew forth all thy praise 
In the gates of the daughter of Zion: 

1 will rejoice in thy salvation. 

The heathen are sunk down in the pit that 
they made: 

In the net which they hid is their own foot 
taken. 

The Lord is known by the judgment which 
he executeth: 

The wicked is snared in the work of his own 
hands. [Higgaion.*] [Selah.j 

The wicked shall be turned into hell, 

And all the nations that forget God, 

For the needy shall not alway be forgotten: 


The expectation of the poor shall not perish 
for ever. 

Arise, O Lord; let not man prevail: 

Let the heathen be judged in thy sight. 

Put them in fear* O Lord: 

That the nations may know themselves to 
be but men. [Selah.] 


WHY standest thou afar off* O Lord? 
Why hidest thou thyself in times of 
trouble? 

The wicked in his pride doth persecute the 
poor: 

Let them be taken in the devices that they 
have imagined. 

For the wicked boasteth of his heart’s desire* 

And hiesseth the covetous* whom the Lord 
abhorreth. 

The wicked* through the pride of his coun- 
tenance* will not seek after God: 

God is not in all his thoughts. 

His ways are always grievous; 

Thy judgments are far above out of his sight: 

As for all his enemies* he puffeth at them. 

He hath said in his heart, I shall not be 
moved: 

For I shall never be in adversity. 

His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and 
fraud: 

Under his tongue is mischief and vanity. 

He sitteth in the lurking places of the villages : 

In the secret places doth he murder the 
innocent: 

His eyes are privily set against the poor. 

He lieth in wait secretly as a lion in his den: 

He lieth in wait to catch the poor: 

He doth catch the poor* when he draweth 
him into his net. 

He croucheth* and humbleth himself* 

That the poor may fall by his strong ones. 

He hath said in his heart* God hath for- 
gotten: 

He hideth his face; he will never see it. 

Arise* O Lord; O God* lift up thine hand: 

Forget not the humble. 

Wherefore doth the wicked contemn God? 

He hath said in his heart* Thou wilt not 
require it. 

Thou hast seen it; for thou beholdest mis- 
chief and spite* to requite it with thy hand: 

The poor committeth himself unto thee; 

Thou art the helper of the fatherless. 

Break thou the arm of the wicked 



1 Higgaion means ‘musing 5 , thus an interlude for this. 
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And the evil man: seek out Ms wickedness 
till thou find none. 

The Lord is King for ever and ever: 

The heathen are perished out of his land. 

Lord, thou hast heard the desire of the 
humble : 

Thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt 
cause tMne ear to hear: 

To judge the fatherless and the oppressed, 

That the man of the earth may no more op- 
press. 



To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 


IN the Lord put I my trust: 

How say ye to my soul. 

Flee as a bird to your mountain? 

For, lo, the wicked bend their bow. 

They make ready their arrow upon the 
string. 

That they may privily shoot at the upright 
in heart. 

If the foundations be destroyed. 

What can the righteous do? 

The Lord is in his holy temple. 

The Lord’s throne is in heaven: 

His eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children 
of men. 

The Lord trieth the righteous: 

But the wicked and him that loveth violence 
Ms soul hateth. 

Upon the wicked he shall rain snares. 

Fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest : 
this shall be the portion of their cup. 

For the righteous LoRDloveth righteousness; 

His countenance doth behold the upright. 


PSALM 14 , 3 

Our lips are our own: who is lord over us? 
For the oppression of the poor, for .the sigh- 
ing of the needy. 

Now will I arise, saith the Lord; 

I will set him in safety from him that pufFeth 
at him. 

The words of the Lord are pure words : 

As silver tried in a furnace of earth, 

Purified seven times. 

Thou shalt keep them, O Lord, 

Thou shalt preserve them from this genera- 
tion for ever. 

The wicked walk on every side, 

When the vilest men are exalted. 

To the cMef Musician, A Psalm of David. 

HOW long wilt thou forget me, O 
Lord? for ever? 

How long wilt thou hide thy face from me? 
How long shall I take counsel in my soul, 
Having sorrow in my heart daily? 

How long shall mine enemy be exalted over 
me? 

Consider and hear me, 0 Lord my God: 
Lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of 
death; 

Lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed 
against him; 

And those that trouble me rejoice when I 
am moved. 

But I have trusted in thy mercy; 

My heart shall rejoice in thy salvation. 1 
I will sing unto the Lord, 

Because he hath dealt bountifully with me . 2 



If To the cliief Musician 

A Psalm of David. 


upon Sheminith, 


HELP, Lord; for the godly man 
ceaseth; 

For the faithful fail from among the children 
of men. 

They speak vanity every one with his neigh- 
bour: 

With flattering lips and with a double heart 
do they speak. 

The Lord shall cut off all flattering lips, 

And the tongue that speaketh proud things : 

Who have said. With our tongue will we 
prevail; 


14 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 

THE fool hath said in his heart, There 
is no God. 

They are corrupt, they have done abominable 
works, 

There is none that doeth good. 

The Lord looked down from heaven upon 
the children of men. 

To see if there were any that did under- 
stand, 

And seek God. 

They are all gone aside, they are all together 
become filthy: 

There is none that doeth good, no, not one. 


1 This passage was chosen by the people of St. Petersburg (now Leningrad) to be painted over the chapel 
that was built to honour their emperor’s escape from assassination in 1866. 

2 One of the favourite psalms of Queen Elizabeth. In 1548 she wrote a musical accompaniment to it. 
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PSALM 14, 4 

Have all the workers of iniquity no know™ 
ledge? 

Who eat up my people as they eat bread. 

And call not upon the Lord. 

There were they in great fear : 

For God is in the generation of the righteous. 

Ye have shamed the counsel of the poor. 

Because the Lord is his refuge. 

Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out 
of Zion! 

When the Lord bringeth back the captivity 
of his people, 

Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad. 


15 


A Psalm of David. 


LORD, who shall abide in thy taber- 
nacle? 

Who shall dwell in thy holy hill? 

He that walketh uprightly, and worketh 
righteousness. 

And speaketh the truth in his heart. 

He that backbiteth not with his tongue, 1 

Nor doeth evil to his neighbour, 

Nor taketh up a reproach against his neigh- 
bour. 

In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; 

But he honoureth them that fear the Lord. 

He that sweareth to his own hurt, and 
changeth not. 

He that putteth not out his money to usury, 

Nor taketh reward against the innocent. 

He that doeth these things shall never be 
moved. 


16 


Michtam of David. 


Thou maintainest my lot. 

The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant 
places; 

Yea, I have a goodly heritage. 

I will bless the Lord, who hath given me 
counsel ; 

My reins also instruct me in the night 
seasons. 

I have set the Lord always before me : 2 

Because he is at my right hand, I shall not 
be moved. 

Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory 
rejoiceth : 

My flesh also shall rest in hope. 

For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; 

Neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to 
see corruption. 

Thou wilt shew me the path of life : 

In thy presence is fulness of joy; 

At thy right hand there are pleasures for 
evermore. 


17 


A Prayer of David. 


PRESERVE me, O God : for in thee 
do I put my trust. 

O my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord, 
Thou art my Lord: 

My goodness extendeth not to thee; 

But to the saints that are in the earth, 

And to the excellent, in whom is all my de- 
light. 

Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten 
after another god: 

Their drink offerings of blood will X not offer, 

Nor take up their names into my lips. 

The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance 
and of my cup : 


HEAR the right, O Lord, attend 
unto my cry. 

Give ear unto my prayer, that goeth not out 
of feigned lips. 

Let my sentence come forth from thy 
presence; 

Let thine eyes behold the things that are 
equal. 

Thou hast proved mine heart; thou hast 
visited me in the night; 

Thou hast tried me, and shalt find nothing; 

I am purposed that my mouth shall not 
transgress. 

Concerning the works of men, by the word 
of thy lips 

I have kept me from the paths of the de- 
stroyer. 

Hold up my goings in thy paths. 

That my footsteps slip not. 

I have called upon thee, for thou wilt hear 
me, O God: 

Incline thine ear unto me, and hear my 
speech. 

Shew thy marvellous lovingkindness, O thou 
that savest by thy right hand them which 
put their trust in thee 

From those that rise up against them. 

Keep me as the apple of the eye. 


The verse was chosen by St. Augustine to be inscribed above the table at which he entertained his friends. 
2 Brother Lawrence made this verse the motto of his life, and wrote the little book that has become known 
throughout the world, The Practice of the Presence of God, to show others how to make motto a habit 
of life. 
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Hide me under the shadow of thy wings. 

From the wicked that oppress me. 

From my deadly enemies, who compass me 
about. 

They are inclosed in their own fat : 

With their mouth they speak proudly. 

They have now compassed us in our steps : 

They have set their eyes bowing down to the 
earth; 

Like as a lion that is greedy of his prey. 

And as it were a young lion lurking in secret 
places. 

Arise, O Lord, 

Disappoint him, cast him down: 

Deliver my soul from the wicked, which is 
thy sword : 

From men which are thy hand, O Lord, 

From men of the world, which have their 
portion in this life, 

And whose belly thou fittest with thy hid 
treasure: 

They are full of children. 

And leave the rest of their substance to their 
babes. 

As for me, I will behold thy face in righteous- 
ness: 

I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy 
likeness. 1 



To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, 
the servant of the Lord, who spake unto 
the Lord the words of this song in the day 
that the Lord delivered him from the hand 
of all his enemies, and from the hand of 
Saul: and he said, 


1 WILL love thee, O Lord, my 
strength. 

The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and 
my deliverer; 

My God, my strength, in whom I will trust ; 

My buckler, and the horn of my salvation, 
and my high tower. 

I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to 
be praised : 

So shall I be saved from mine enemies. 


The sorrows of death compassed me. 

And the floods of ungodly men made me 
afraid. 


The sorrows of hell compassed me about: 
The snares of death prevented me. 

In my distress I called upon the Lord, 
And cried unto my God : 

He heard my voice out of his temple. 


PSALM 18, 23 

And my cry came before him, even into his 
ears. 

Then the earth shook and trembled; 

The foundations also of the hills moved 
And were shaken, because he was wroth. 
There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, 
And fire out of his mouth devoured : 

Coals were kindled by it. 

He bowed the heavens also, and came down: 
And darkness was under his feet. 

And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly : 
Yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind. 
He made darkness his secret place; his 
pavilion round about him 
Were dark waters and thick clouds of the 
skies. 

At the brightness that was before him his 
thick clouds passed, 

Hail stones and coals of fire. 

The Lord also thundered in the heavens, 
And the Highest gave his voice; 

Hail stones and coals of fire. 

Yea, he sent out his arrows, and scattered 
them; 

And he shot out lightnings, and discomfited 
them. 

Then the channels of waters were seen. 

And the foundations of the world were dis- 
covered 

At thy rebuke, O Lord, 

At the blast of the breath of thy nostrils. 

He sent from above, he took me. 

He drew me out of many waters. 

He delivered me from my strong enemy. 
And from them which hated me: for they 
were too strong for me. 

They prevented me in the day of my 
calamity: 

But the Lord was my stay. 

He brought me forth also into a large place; 
He delivered me, because he delighted in me. 
The Lord rewarded me according to my 
righteousness; 

According to the cleanness of my hands hath 
he recompensed me. 

For I have kept the ways of the Lord, 

And have not wickedly departed from my 
God. 

For all his judgments were before me, 

And I did not put away his statutes from me. 
I was also upright before him, 

And I kept myself from mine iniquity. 


1 It is the practice of fathers to leave their substance to their children; but the Psalmist, as the child of God, 
desires to possess the likeness of his Heavenly Father, His character and nature. It is held, however, by 
students of the text, that the words mean nothing more than a desire to be in the presence of God, But to 
be with Him is to become like Him. 
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PSALM 18, 24 

Therefore hath the Lord recompensed me 
according to my righteousness. 

According to the cleanness of my hands in 
his eyesight. 

With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself 
merciful; 

With an upright man thou wilt shew thyself 
upright; 

With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; 
And with the froward thou wilt shew thyself 
toward. 

For thou wilt save the afflicted people; 

But wilt bring down high looks. 

For thou wilt light my candle : 

The Lord my God will enlighten my dark- 
ness. 

For by thee I have run through a troop; 
And by my God have I leaped over a wall. 
As for God, his way is perfect: 

The word of the Lord is tried: 

He is a buckler to all those that trust in him. 
For who is God save the Lord? 

Or who is a rock save our God? 

It is God that girdeth me with strength. 
And maketh my way perfect. 

He maketh my feet like hinds 9 feet, 

And setteth me upon my high places. 

He teacheth my hands to war, 

So that a bow of steel is broken by mine arms. 
Thou hast also given me the shield of thy 
salvation: 

And thy right hand hath holden me up, 

And thy gentleness hath made me great. 
Thou hast enlarged my steps under me. 
That my feet did not slip. 

I have pursued mine enemies, and overtaken 
them; 

Neither did I turn again till they were con- 
sumed. 

I have wounded them that they were not able 
to rise: 

They are fallen under my feet. 

For thou hast girded me with strength unto 
the battle: 

Thou hast subdued under me those that 
rose up against me. 

Thou hast also given me the necks of mine 
enemies; 

That I might destroy them that hate me. 
They cried, but there was none to save them : 
Even unto the Lord, but he answered them 
not. 


Then did 1 beat them small as the dust be- 
fore the wind; 

I did cast them out as the dirt in the streets. 
Thou hast delivered me from the strivings of 
the people; 

And thou hast made me the head of the 
heathen: 

A people whom I have not known shall serve 
me. 

As soon as they hear of me, they shall obey 
me: 

The strangers shall submit themselves unto 
me. 

The strangers shall fade away. 

And be afraid out of their close places. 

The Lord liveth; and blessed be my rock; 
And let the God of my salvation be exalted. 
It is God that avengeth me. 

And subdueth the people under me. 

He delivered! me from mine enemies : 

Yea, thou liftest me up above those that rise 
up against me : 

Thou hast delivered me from the violent 
man. 

Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, 0 
Lord, among the heathen. 

And sing praises unto thy name. 

Great deliverance giveth he to his king; 

And sheweth mercy to his anointed, 

To David, and to his seed for evermore, 

19 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 

THE heavens declare the glory of 
God; 1 

And the firmament sheweth his handywork. 
Day unto day uttereth speech. 

And night unto night sheweth knowledge. 
There is no speech nor language. 

Where their voice is not heard. 

Their line is gone out through all the earth, 
And their words to the end of the world. 

In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, 
Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his 
chamber. 

And rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. 
His going forth is from the end of the heaven, 
And his circuit unto the ends of it; 

And there is nothing hid from the heat 
thereof. 

The law of the Lord is perfect, converting 
the soul : 


This Psalm was a favourite of Milton, Addison, and Wordsworth, and they wove its imagery into their 
poems. It has been the favourite of peasants as well as poets. At the time of the French Revolution when the 
people were told that all the churches would be pulled down, a peasant replied, You cannot help leaving us 
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The testimony of the Loro is sure* making 
wise the simple. 

The statutes of the Loro are right* rejoicing 
the heart ; 

The commandment of the Loro is pure* 
enlightening the eyes. 

The fear of the Loro is clean* enduring for 
ever: 

The judgments of the Lord are true and 

' righteous altogether. 

More to be desired are they than gold* yea* 
than much fine gold: 

Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 

Moreover by them is thy servant warned; 

And in keeping of them there is great re- 
ward. 

Who can understand his errors? 

Cleanse thou me from secret faults. 

Keep back thy servant also from presump- 
tuous sins ; 

Let them not have dominion over me: then 
shall 1 be upright* 

And I shall be innocent from the great trans- 
gression. 

Let the words of my mouth* and the medita- 
tion of my heart* be acceptable in thy 
sight* 

0 Lord* my strength* and my redeemer. 



To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 


THE Lord hear thee in the day of 
trouble; 1 * * * 

The name of the God of Jacob defend thee; 
Send thee help from the sanctuary* 

And strengthen thee out of Zion; 

Remember all thy offerings* 

And accept thy burnt sacrifice; [Selah.j 
Grant thee according to thine own heart* 
And fulfil all thy counsel. 

We will rejoice in thy salvation* 

And in the name of our God we will set up 
our banners : 

The Loro fulfil all thy petitions. 

Now know I that the Loro saveth his 
anointed; 

He will hear him from his holy heaven 
With the saving strength of his right hand. 
Some trust in chariots* and some in horses: 
But we will remember the name of the Lord 
our God. 


PSALM 21 , 13 

They are brought down and fallen: 

But we are risen* and stand upright. 

Save* Lord: 

Let the king hear us when we call. 


To the chief Musician* A Psalm of David. 

THE king shall joy in thy strength* 
O Lord; 

And in thy salvation how greatly shall he 
rejoice! 

Thou hast given Mm his heart's desire* 

And hast not withholden the request of Ms 
lips. [Selah.] 

For thou preventest him with the blessings 
of goodness : 

Thou settest a crown of pure gold on Ms 
head. 

He asked life of thee* and thou gavest it him* 

Even length of days for ever and ever. 

His glory is great in thy salvation: 

Honour and majesty hast thou laid upon 
him. 

For thou hast made him most blessed for 
ever: 

Thou hast made him exceeding glad with 
thy countenance. 

For the king trusteth in the Lord* 

And through the mercy of the most High he 
shall not be moved. 

Thine hand shall find out all thine enemies : 

Thy right hand shall find out those that hate 
thee. 

Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in the 
time of thine anger: 

The Loro shall swallow them up in his 
wrath* 

And the fire shall devour them. 

Their fruit shalt thou destroy from the earth* 

And their seed from among the children of 
men. 

For they intended evil against thee : 

They imagined a mischievous device* wMch 
they are not able to perform. 

Therefore shalt thou make them turn their 
back* 

When thou shalt make ready thine arrows 
upon thy strings against the face of them. 

Be thou exalted* Lord* in thine own strength : 

So will we sing and praise thy power. 



1 A famous physician* Sir James Y. Simpson* calls this ‘A Mothers 5 Psalm 5 . He recalls days of the family 

struggle against poverty, and how Ms mother used to find strength and consolation in repeating these verses. 

It is also recorded that some entombed miners near Musselburgh, Midlothian, dispelled their fears by singing 

the first four verses. 
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PSALM 22, r 


To the chief Musician upon Aijeleth 
Shahar, A Psalm of David. 

MY God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me? 1 

Why art thou so far from helping me, and 
from the words of my roaring? 

O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou 
hearest not; 

And in the night season, and am not silent. 
But thou art holy, 

0 thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel 
Our fathers trusted in thee: 

They trusted, and thou didst deliver them. 
They cried unto thee, and were delivered : 
They trusted in thee, and were not con- 
founded. 

But I am a worm, and no man; 

A reproach of men, and despised of the 
people. 

All they that see me laugh me to scorn : 
They shoot out the lip, they shake the head, 
saying. 

He trusted on the Lord that he would de» 
liver Mm: 

Let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in 
him. 

But thou art he that took me out of the 
: ; womb : ■ 

Thou didst make me hope when I was upon 
my mother’s breasts. 

1 was cast upon thee from the womb : 

Thou art my God from my mother’s 

belly. 

Be not far from me; for trouble is near; 

For there is none to help. 

Many bulls have compassed me: 

Strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round. 
They gaped upon me with their mouths. 

As a ravening and a roaring lion. 

I am poured out like water. 

And all my bones are out of joint: 

My heart is like wax; 

It is melted in the midst of my bowels. 

My strength is dried up like a potsherd; 
And my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; 

And thou hast brought me into the dust of 
death. 

For dogs have compassed me: 


The assembly of the wicked have inclosed 
me: 

They pierced my hands and my feet. 

I may tell all my bones : 

They look and stare upon me. 

They part my garments among them. 

And cast lots upon my vesture. 

But be not thou far from me, O Lord: 

0 my strength, haste thee to help me. 

Deliver my soul from the sword; 

My darling from the power of the dog. 

Save me from the lion’s mouth: 

For thou hast heard me from the horns of 
the unicorns. 

1 will declare thy name unto my brethren: 

In the midst of the congregation will I praise 

thee. 

Ye that fear the Lord, praise him; 

All ye the seed of Jacob, glorify him; 

And fear him, all ye the seed of Israel. 

For he hath not despised nor abhorred the 
affliction of the afflicted; 

Neither hath he hid his face from him; 

But when he cried unto him, he heard. 

My praise shall be of thee in the great con- 
gregation : 

I will pay my vows before them that fear 
him. 

The meek shall eat and be satisfied : 

They shall praise the Lord that seek him: 

Your heart shall live for ever. 

All the ends of the world shall remember and 
turn unto the Lord : 

And all the kindreds of the nations shall 
worship before thee. 

For the kingdom is the Lord’s : 

And he is the governor among the nations. 

All they that be fat upon earth shall eat and 
worship : 

All they that go down to the dust shall bow 
before him : 

And none can keep alive Ms own soul. 

A seed shall serve him; 

It shall be accounted to the Lord for a 
generation. 

They shall come, and shall declare Ms 
righteousness 

Unto a people that shall be bom, that he 
hath done tMs. 


1 first words of this Psalm were used by our Lord as He hung on the Cross. It has been suggested 
mat the words did not come from His lips in a cry of agony, but that, thinking of His disciples* need, He spoke 
the words, in loving thoughtfulness, to direct their minds to the whole of the Psalm. When we read it through 
and come across the triumphant note of prophecy it contains, we should like to think the words of promise 
relieved the pain of those dread hours for both our Lord and His disciples, but beyond the thought we may 
not go. Deep mystery hides from us the full meaning of His last words. But this they show: He turned, as 
we do, to the spiritual stream that flows through these holy hymns, and His use of them has for ever conse- 
crated their service. 




In green pastures and beside the still waters 


B A Psalm of David. And righteousness from the God of his sal- 
vation. 

THE Lord is my shepherds 2 I shall Thi . s is the generation of them that seek 
not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures : * see ^ * ace ? O Jacob. [Selah.] 

He leadeth me beside the still waters. U P 7 our ^ eads * O Y e gates; 

He restoreth my soul : And be Y e } ift U P> 7 e everlasting doors; 

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness ^ d dle g^ or y sba ^ come ^ 1 * 

for his name’s sake. ^hois this King of glory? 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of ^ 0RD strong and mighty, 

the shadow of death, ^ 0RD m ^ bt y * n battle. 

I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; “t u t ?/°, ur beadS;> ® ye f ate ?’ , 

Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. J^ ^bem up, ye everlasting doors; 

Thou preparest a table before me in the ^ d the ^ n % of ^ shali come 
presence of mine enemies : ^hois this Ring of glory? 

Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup „ . L ° RD ° f hosts, 
runneth over. He 1S ^ Klng of glor y- [SelahJ 

s ureiy goodness and mercy shall follow me ^ A Psa i mo f Da vid. 

all the days of my life: / H 

And 1 will dwell in the house of the Lord ^ , T .... 

for ever UNTO thee, O Lord, do I lift up my 

soul. 

O my God, I trust in thee: 

A A Psalm of David. Let me not be ashamed, 

1**1 Let not mine enemies triumph over me. 

THE earth is the Lord’s, and the Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed : 
fulness thereof; 2 Let them be ashamed which transgress with- 

The world, and they that dwell therein. out cause. 

For he hath founded it upon the seas. Shew me thy ways, 0 Lord; 

And established it upon the floods. Teach me thy paths. 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? Lead me in thy truth, and teach me : 

Or who shall stand in his holy place? For thou art the God of my salvation; 

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; On thee do I wait all the day. 

Who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity. Remember, O Lord, thy tender mercies and 
Nor sworn deceitfully. thy lovingkindnesses; 

He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, For they have been ever of old. 

1 The world’s favourite Psalm; its dearly loved and most widely circulated picture of God. And what a 
wonderful picture it is, in its simplicity and sufficiency. All man’s needs are met on his journey through life. 
All his outdoor needs — gui dan ce and protection in a vast and dangerous world; and all his indoor needs— 
refreshment and fellowship for body and soul. It is a picture, not of God’s rule but of His tender care, not 
of God’s power but of the exceeding abundance of His love; that His heart as well as His hand is in the 
shaping of man’s destiny. 

2 This passage has been chiselled in stone above the entrance to the London Exchange underneath a sculp- 
tural representation of the world’s produce. 


THE Lord is my shepherd; 2 I shall 
not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures : 
He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: 

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness 
for his name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 
Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me in the 
presence of mine enemies : 

Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup 
runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life: 

And I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
for ever* 

24 A Psalm of David. 

THE earth is the Lord’s, and the 
fulness thereof; 2 

The world, and they that dwell therein. 

For he hath founded it upon the seas. 

And established it upon the floods. 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? 
Or who shall stand in his holy place? 

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; 
Who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity. 
Nor sworn deceitfully. 

He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, 
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PSALM 25 , 7 

Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my 
transgressions : 

According to thy mercy remember then me 
For thy goodness’ sake, O Lord. 

Good and upright is the Lord : 

Therefore will he teach sinners in the way. 
The meek will he guide in judgment: 

And the meek will he teach his way. 

All the paths of the Lord are mercy and 
truth 

Unto such as keep his covenant and his 
testimonies. 

For thy name’s sake* O Lord, 

Pardon mine iniquity; for it is great. 

What man is he that feareth the Lord? 

Him shall he teach in the way that he shall 
choose. 

His soul shall dwell at ease; 

And his seed shall inherit the earth. 

The secret of the Lord is with them that 
fear him; 

And he will shew them his covenant. 

Mine eyes are ever toward the Lord ; 

For he shall pluck my feet out of the net. 
Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon 
me; 

For I am desolate and afflicted. 

The troubles of my heart are enlarged: 

O bring thou me out of my distresses. 

Look upon mine affliction and my pain; 
And forgive all my sins. 

Consider mine enemies; for they are many; 
And they hate me with cruel hatred. 

O keep my soul, and deliver me: 

Let me not be ashamed; for I put my trust 
in thee. 

Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; 
For I wait on thee. 

Redeem Israel, O God, 

Out of all his troubles. 
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And will not sit with the wicked. 

I will wash mine hands in innocency: 

So win 1 compass thine altar, O Lord: 
That I may publish with the voice of thanks- 
giving, 

And tell of all thy wondrous works. 

Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy 
house. 

And the place where thine honour dwelleth. 
Gather not my soul with sinners. 

Nor my life with bloody men : 

In whose hands is mischief. 

And their right hand is full of bribes. 

But as for me, I will walk in mine integrity: 
Redeem me, and be merciful unto me. 

My foot standeth in an even place: 

In the congregations will I bless the Lord, 
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A Psalm of David. 


A Psalm of David. 


JUDGE me, O Lord; for I have 
walked in mine integrity: 

I have trusted also in the Lord; therefore I 
shall not slide. 

Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; 

Try my reins and my heart. 

For thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes: 
And I have walked in thy truth. 

I have not sat with vain persons, 

Neither will I go in with dissemblers. 

I have hated the congregation of evil doers; 


THE Lord is my light and my salva- 
tion; whom shall I fear? 1 

The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom 
shall I be afraid? 

When the wicked, even mine enemies and 
my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, 

They stumbled and fell. 

Though an host should encamp against me. 

My heart shall not fear: 

Though war should rise against me. 

In this will I be confident. 

One thing have I desired of the Lord, that 
will I seek after; 

That I may dwell in the house of the Lord 
all the , days of my life. 

To behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 
enquire in his temple. 

For in the time of trouble he shall hide me 
in his pavilion: 

In the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide 
me; 

He shall set me up upon a rock. 

And now shall mine head be lifted up above 
mine enemies round about me: 

Therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacri- 
fices of joy; 

I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the 
Lord. 

Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice: 

Have mercy also upon me, and answer me. 

When thou saidst. Seek ye my face ; my heart 
said unto thee. 

Thy face. Lord, will I seek. 


thl iS^i; ady Lawrenc f had k ave her husband for England at the time of the Indian mutiny this was 
the Psalm they read together at the hour of separation. 


Hide not thy face far from me; 

Put not thy servant away in anger : 

Thou hast been my help; 

Leave me not* neither forsake me* O God of 
my salvation. 

When my father and my mother forsake me* 

Then the Lord will take me up. 

Teach me thy way* O Lord* 

And lead me in a plain path* 

Because of mine enemies. 

Deliver me not over unto the will of mine 
enemies: 

For false witnesses are risen up against me* 
and such as breathe out cruelty. 

I had fainted* unless I had believed to see 
the goodness of the Lord 

In the land of the living. 

Wait on the Lord: 

Be of good courage* and he shall strengthen 
thine heart : 

Wait* I say* on the Lord. 


A Psalm of David. 

UNTO thee will I cry* O Lord 
M y rock; be not silent to me: 

Lest* if thou be silent to me* 

I become like them that go down into the 
pit. 

Hear the voice of my supplications* when I 
cry unto thee* 

When I lift up my hands toward thy holy 
oracle. 

Draw me not away with the wicked* 

And with the workers of iniquity* 

Which speak peace to their neighbours* 

But mischief is in their hearts. 

Give them according to their deeds* and 
according to the wickedness of their en- 
deavours: 

Give them after the work of their hands; 
Render to them their desert. 

Because they regard not the works of the 
Lord* 

Nor the operation of his hands* 

He shall destroy them* and not build them 
up. 

Blessed be the Lord* 

Because he hath heard the voice of my 
supplications. 

The Lord is my strength and my shield; 



PSALM 30* 3 

My heart trusted in him* and I am helped: 
Therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; 

And with my song will I praise him. 

The Lord is their strength, 

And he is the saving strength of his anointed. 
Save thy people* and bless thine inheritance : 
Feed them also* and lift them up for ever. 

A Psalm of David. 

GIVE unto the Lord* O ye mighty* 
Give unto the Lord glory and strength. 
Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his 
name; 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters : 
The God of glory thundereth: 

The Lord is upon many waters. 

The voice of the Lord is powerful; 

The voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars; 
Yea* the Lord breaketh the cedars of 
Lebanon. 

He maketh them also to skip like a calf; 
Lebanon and Sirion like a young unicorn. 
The voice of the Lord divideth the flames of 
fire. 

The voice of the Lord shaketh the wilder- 
ness; 

The Lord shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh. 
The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds to 
calve* 

And discovered! the forests : 

And in his temple doth every one speak of his 
glory. 

The Lord sitteth upon the flood; 

Yea* the Lord sitteth King for ever. 

The Lord will give strength unto his people ; 1 
The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

A Psalm and Song at the dedication of the 
house of David. 

I WILL extol thee, O Lord ; for thou 
hast lifted me up* 

And hast not made my foes to rejoice over 
me. 

0 Lord my God* 

1 cried unto thee* and thou hast healed me. 
O Lord* thou hast brought up my soul from 

the grave: 

Thou hast kept me alive* that I should not 
go down to the pit. 




1 The people of God see but do not fear the devastating storms that sweep over the earth. They are not 
terrified by them, as they would be if they did not believe that God was above all these things; that these 
mighty forces were doing His will; and that, in spite of the character of the storms, God s character was known 
to be gracious and steadfast. 
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PSALM 30, 4 

Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints of his. 

And give thanks at the remembrance of his 
holiness. 

For his anger endureth but a moment; 

In his favour is life: 

Weeping may endure for a nigljt. 

But joy cometh in the morning. 

And in my prosperity I said, 

I shall never be moved. 

Lord, by thy favour thou hast made my 
mountain to stand strong: 

Thou didst hide thy face, and I was troubled. 

I cried to thee, O Lord; 

And unto the Lord I made supplication. 

What profit is there in my blood, when I go 
down to the pit? 

Shall the dust praise thee? shall it declare 
thy truth? 

Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me: 

Lord, be thou my helper. 

Thou hast turned for me my mourning into 
dancing: 

Thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded 
me with gladness; 

To the end that my glory may sing praise to 
thee, and not be silent. 

O Lord my God, I will give thanks unto 
thee for ever. 
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To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 


IN thee, O Lord, do I put my trust ; 1 
let me never be ashamed: 

Deliver me in thy righteousness. 

Bow down thine ear to me; deliver me 
speedily: 

Be thou my strong rock, for an house of 
defence to save me. 

For thou art my rock and my fortress; 

Therefore for thy name’s sake lead me, and 
guide me. 

Pull me out of the net that they have laid 
privily for me: 

For thou art my strength. 

Into thine hand I commit my spirit: 

Thou hast redeemed me, O Lord God of 
truth. 

I have hated them that regard lying vanities : 

But I trust in the Lord. 

I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy: 

For thou hast considered my trouble; 

Thou hast known my soul in adversities; 


And hast not shut me up into the hand of 
the enemy: 

Thou hast set my feet in a large room. 

Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am in 
trouble: 

Mine eye is consumed with grief, yea, my 
soul and my belly. 

For my life is spent with grief, and my 
years with sighing: 

My strength faileth because of mine iniquity, 
and my bones are consumed. 

I was a reproach among all mine enemies. 

But especially among my neighbours, and a 
fear to mine acquaintance: 

They that did see me without fled from me. 

I am forgotten as a dead man out of mind: 

I am like a broken vessel. 

For I have heard the slander of many: 

Fear was on every side: 

While they took counsel together against me, 

They devised to take away my life. 

But I trusted in thee, O Lord: 

I said. Thou art my God. 

My times are in thy hand: 

Deliver me from the hand of mine enemies, 
and from them that persecute me. 

Make thy face to shine upon thy servant: 

Save me for thy mercies’ sake. 

Let me not be ashamed, O Lord; for I have 
called upon thee: 

Let the wicked be ashamed, and let them be 
silent in the grave. 

Let the lying lips be put to silence; 

Which speak grievous things proudly and 
contemptuously 

Against the righteous. 

Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou 
hast laid up for them that fear thee; 

Which thou hast wrought for them that 
trust in thee before the sons of men! 

Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy 
presence from the pride of man: 

Thou shalt keep them secretly in a pavilion 
from the strife of tongues. 

Blessed be the Lord: 

For he hath shewed me his marvellous kind- 
ness in a strong city. 

For I said in my haste, I am cut off from 
before thine eyes: 

Nevertheless thou heardest the voice of my 
supplications when I cried unto thee. 

O love the Lord, all ye his saints: 


Jris* f darkles with lamps for dark places, and here are the 

Cotobm iLwnfot rl^ V u be< l n hel P ed ° n their ioumey by it: St. Bernard, Savonarola, Charle- 
magne, Columbus, Browning, George Herbert. And we cannot forget that our Lord’s last words were taken 


from its verses. 
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For the Lord preserveth the faithful* 

And plentifully rewardeth the proud doer. 

Be of good courage* and he shall strengthen 
your heart* 

All ye that hope in the Lord. 

A Psalm of David* MaschiL 

BLESSED is he whose transgression 
is forgiven* whose sin is covered. 

Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord im- 
puteth not iniquity* 

And in whose spirit there is no guile. 1 

When I kept silence* my bones waxed old 

Through my roaring all the day long. 

For day and night thy hand was heavy upon 
me: 

My moisture is turned into the drought of 
summer. [Selah.j 

1 acknowledged my sin unto thee* and mine 
iniquity have I not hid. 

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto 
the Lord; 

And thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 

[Selah.] 

For this shall every one that is godly pray 
unto thee in a time when thou mayest be 
found: 

Surely in the floods of great waters they 
shall not come nigh unto him. 

Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt pre- 
serve me from trouble; 

Thou shalt compass me about with songs of 
deliverance. [Selah.] 

I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way 
which thou shalt go: 

I will guide thee with mine eye. 

Be ye not as the horse* or as the mule* which 
have no understanding: 

Whose mouth must be held in with bit and 
bridle* 

Lest they come near unto thee. 

Many sorrows shall be to the wicked : 

But he that trusteth in the Lord* mercy shall 
compass him about. 

Be glad in the Lord* and rejoice* ye righteous : 

And shout for joy* all ye that are upright in 
heart. 


REJOICE in the Lord* O ye right- 
• eous: 

For praise is comely for the upright. 




PSALM 33* 22 

Praise the Lord with harp: 

Sing unto him with the psaltery and an in- 
strument of ten strings. 

Sing unto him a new song; 

Play skilfully with a loud noise. 

For the word of the Lord is right; 

And all his works are done in truth. 

He loveth righteousness and judgment ; 

The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. 
By the word of the Lord were the heavens 
made; 

And all the host of them by the breath of his 
mouth. 

He gathereih the waters of the sea together 
as an heap: 

He layeth up the depth in storehouses. 

Let all the earth fear the Lord : 

Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in 
awe of him. 

For he spake, and it was done; 

He commanded* and it stood fast. 

The Lord bringeth the counsel of the hea- 
then to nought: 

He maketh the devices of the people of none 
effect. 

The counsel of the Lord standeth for ever, 
The thoughts of his heart to all generations. 
Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord; 
And the people whom he hath chosen for 
his own inheritance. 

The Lord looketh from heaven; 

He beholdeth all the sons of men. 

From the place of his habitation he looketh 
Upon all the inhabitants of the earth. 

He fashioneth their hearts alike; 

He considered! all their works. 

There is no king saved by the multitude of 
an host: 

A mighty man is not delivered by much 
strength. 

An horse is a vain thing for safety: 

Neither shall he deliver any by his great 
strength. 

Behold* the eye of the Lord is upon them, 
that fear him* 

Upon them that hope in his mercy; 

To deliver their soul from death* 

And to keep them alive in famine. 

Our soul waiteth for the Lord: 

He is our help and our shield. 

For our heart shall rejoice in him* 

Because we have trusted in his holy name. 
Let thy mercy* O Lord* be upon us* 
According as we hope in thee. 


1 Isaak Walton set this verse before him as the ideal he would like to reach. St. Augustine spoke of the 
whole Psalm as if it were his favourite. 
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*y a A Psalm of David, when he changed his 
AjuL behaviour before Abimelech; who drove 
' ^ ~ him away 

I WILL bless the Lord at all times : 

His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 1 C 

My soul shall make her boast in the Lord : ^ ^ 

The humble shall hear thereof* and be 
glad. 

0 magnify the Lord with me* 

And let us exalt his name together. 

1 sought the Lord* and he heard me* 

And delivered me from all my fears. 

They looked unto him* and were lightened: 

And their faces were not ashamed. 

This poor man cried* and the Lord heard 

him* 

And saved him out of all his troubles. 

The angel of the Lord encampeth round 
about them that fear him* 

And delivereth them. 

0 taste and see that the Lord is good: 

Blessed is the man that trusteth in him. 

0 fear the Lord* ye his saints : 

For there is no want to them that fear him. 

The young lions do lack* and suffer hunger: 

But they that seek the Lord shall not want 

any good thing. 1 

Come* ye children* hearken unto me: 

1 will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

What man is he that desireth life* 

And loveth many days* that he may see good ? 

Keep thy tongue from evil* 

And thy lips from speaking guile. 

Depart from evil* and do good; 

Seek peace* and pursue it. 

The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous* 

And his ears are open unto their cry. 

The face of the Lord is against them that do 

evil* 

To cut off the remembrance of them from 
the earth. 

The righteous cry* and the Lord heareth* 

And delivereth them out of all their troubles. 

The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a 
broken heart; 

And saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous: 

But the Lord delivereth him out of them 
all. 

He keepeth all his bones : 

Not one of them is broken. 

Evil shall slay the wicked: 

And they that hate the righteous shall be 
desolate. 

The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants : 

1 Carlyle’s mother used to say to him* ‘They 


And none of them that trust in him shall be 
desolate. 


A Psalm of David. 


PLEAD my cause* O Lord* with 
them that strive with me : 

Fight against them that fight against me. 

Take hold of shield and buckler* 

And stand up for mine help. 

Draw out also the spear* and stop the way 
against them that persecute me: 

Say unto my soul* I am thy salvation. 

Let them be confounded and put to shame 
that seek after my soul: 

Let them be turned back and brought to 
confusion that devise my hurt. 

Let them be as chaff before the wind: 

And let the angel of the Lord chase them. 

Let their way be dark and slippery: 

And let the angel of the Lord persecute 
them. 

For without cause have they hid for me their 
net in a pit* 

Which without cause they have digged for 
my soul. 

Let destruction come upon him at unawares; 

And let his net that he hath hid catch him- 
self: 

Into that very destruction let him fall. 

And my soul shall be joyful in the Lord: 

It shall rejoice in his salvation. 

All my bones shall say* Lord* who is like 
unto thee* 

Which deliverest the poor from him that is 
too strong for him* 

Yea* the poor and the needy from him that 
spoileth him? 

False witnesses did rise up; 

They laid to my charge things that I knew 
not. 

They rewarded me evil for good 

To the spoiling of my soul. 

But as for me* when they were sick* my 
clothing was sackcloth: 

I humbled my soul with fasting; 

And my prayer returned into mine own 
bosom. 

I behaved myself as though he had been 
my friend or brother: 

I bowed down heavily* as one that moumeth 
for his mother. 

But in mine adversity they rejoiced* and 
gathered themselves together: 

cannot take God’s Providence from thee’. 
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Thy righteousness is like the great mountains 


Yea, the abjects gathered themselves together 
against me, and I knew it not; 

They did tear me, and ceased not: 

With hypocritical mockers in feasts. 

They gnashed upon me with their teeth. 

Lord, how long wilt thou look on? 

Rescue my soul from their destructions. 

My darling from the lions. 

1 will give thee thanks in the great congrega- 
tion: 

I will praise thee among much people. 

Let not them that are mine enemies wrong- 
fully rejoice over me: 

Neither let them wink with the eye that hate 
me without a cause. 

For they speak not peace: 

But they devise deceitful matters against 
them that are quiet in the land. 

Yea, they opened their mouth wide against 
me. 

And said. Aha, aha, our eye hath seen it. 

This thou hast seen, O Lord: keep not 
silence: 

O Lord, be not far from me. 

Stir up thyself, and awake to my judgment. 

Even unto my cause, my God and my Lord. 

Judge me, O Lord my God, according to thy 
righteousness; 

And let them not rejoice over me. 

Let them not say in their hearts. Ah, so 
would we have it: 

Let them not say. We have swallowed Mm 
up. 

Let them be ashamed and brought to con- 
fusion together that rejoice at mine hurt: 

Let them be clothed with shame and dis- 
honour that magnify themselves against 
me. 

Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that 
favour my righteous cause: 

Yea, let them say continually. Let the Lord 
be magnified. 


Which hath pleasure in the prosperity of 
his servant. 

And my tongue shall speak of thy righteous- 
ness 

And of thy praise all the day long. 



To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David 
the servant of the Lord. 


THE transgression of the wicked saith 
within my heart. 

That there is no fear of God before his eyes. 

For he flattereth himself in his own eyes. 

Until his iniquity be found to be hateful. 

The words of Ms mouth are iniquity and 
deceit: 

He hath left off to be wise, and to do good. 

He deviseth mischief upon his bed; 

He setteth himself in a way that is not good; 

He abhorreth not evil. 

Thy mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens; 

And thy faithfulness reacheth unto the 
clouds. 

Thy righteousness is like the great moun- 
tains; 1 

Thy judgments are a great deep : 

O Lord, thou preserves! man and beast. 

How excellent is thy lovingkindness, 0 God! 

Therefore the cMldren of men put their trust 
under the shadow of thy wings. 

They shall be abundantly satisfied with the 
fatness of thy house; 

And thou shalt make them drink of the river 
of thy pleasures. 

For with thee is the fountain of life: 

In thy light shall we see light. 

O continue thy lovingkindness unto them 
that know thee; 

And thy righteousness to the upright in 
heart. 

Let not the foot of pride come against me. 


* Sure and steadfast. 
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PSALM 36, ii 

And let not the hand of the wicked remove 
me. 

There are the workers of iniquity fallen: 
They are cast down, and shall not be able 
to rise. 
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A Psalm of David. 


FRET not thyself because of evil- 
doers. 

Neither be thou envious against the workers 
of iniquity. 

For they shall soon be cut down like the 
grass. 

And wither as the green herb. 

Trust in the Lord, and do good; 

So shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily 
thou shalt be fed. 

Delight thyself also in the Lord; 

And he shall give thee the desires of thine 
heart. 

Commit thy way unto the Lord; 

Trust also in him; and he shall bring it to 
pass. 1 

And he shall bring forth thy righteousness 
as the light. 

And thy judgment as the noonday. 

■ Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him : 

Fret not thyself because of him who pros- 
pered! in his way. 

Because of the man who bringeth wicked 
devices to pass. 

Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: 

Fret not thyself in any wise to do evil. 

For evildoers shall be cut off: 

But those that wait upon the Lord, they shall 
inherit the earth. 

For yet a little while, and the wicked shall 
not be: 

Yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, 
and it shall not be. 

But the meek shall inherit the earth; 

And shall delight themselves in the abun- 
dance of peace. 

The wicked plotteth against the just. 

And gnasheth upon him with his teeth. 

The Lord shall laugh at him: 

For he seeth that his day is coming. 

The wicked have drawn out the sword, and 
have bent their bow. 


To cast down the poor and needy. 

And to slay such as be of upright conversa- 
tion. 

Their sword shall enter into their own heart, 
And their bows shall be broken. 

A little that a righteous man hath is better 
Than the riches of many wicked. 

For the arms of the wicked shall be broken; 
But the Lord upholdeth the righteous. 

The Lord knoweth the days of the upright: 
And their inheritance shall be for ever. 
They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: 
And in the days of famine they shall be 
satisfied. 

But the wicked shall perish. 

And the enemies of the Lord shall be as the 
fat of lambs: 

They shall consume; into smoke shall they 
consume away. 

The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: 
But the righteous sheweth mercy, and giveth. 
For such as be blessed of him shall inherit 
the earth; 

And they that be cursed of him shall be cut 

off. 

The steps of a good man are ordered by the 
Lord: 

And he delighteth in his way. 

Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast 
down: 

For the Lord upholdeth him with his hand. 
I have been young, and now am old; 

Yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken. 
Nor his seed begging bread. 

He is ever merciful, and iendeth; 

And his seed is blessed. 

Depart from evil, and do good; 

And dwell for evermore. 

For the Lord loveth judgment. 

And forsaketh not his saints; 

They are preserved for ever; 

But the seed of the wicked shall be cut off. 
The righteous shall inherit the land. 

And dwell therein for ever. 

The mouth of the righteous speaketh wis- 
dom. 

And his tongue talketh of judgment 
The law of his God is in his heart; 

None of his steps shall slide. 

The wicked watcheth the righteous. 

And seeketh to slay him. 


1 This verse was the strength and stay of Livingstone during his perilous journeys through Africa. The 
passage has inspired many hymns, one of the most popular being John Wesley’s translation of Paul Gerhardt’s 
Gwe to the winds thy fears . At one time it appears to have been the custom of some of the hi gh schools in 
Germany to lead those who had finished their course to the gate of the town, and bid them god-speed on their 
way through life by singing this very suitable Psalm. 


The Lord will not leave him in his hand. 

Nor condemn him when he is judged. 

Wait on the Lord, and keep his way. 

And he shall exalt thee to inherit the land: 

When the wicked are cut off, thou shalt see it. 

I have seen the wicked in great power. 

And spreading himself like a green bay tree. 

Yet he passed away, and, lo, he was not: 

Yea, I sought him, but he could not be 
found. 

Mark the perfect man, and behold the up- 
right: 

For the end of that man is peace. 

But the transgressors shall be destroyed 
together: 

The end of the wicked shall be cut off. 

But the salvation of the righteous is of the 
Lord: 

He is their strength in the time of trouble. 

And the Lord shall help them, and deliver 
them: 

He shall deliver them from the wicked, and 
save them, 

Because they trust in him. 


A Psalm of David, to bring to remem- 
brance. 

O LORD, rebuke me not in thy 
wrath: 

Neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure. 
For thine arrows stick fast in me. 

And thy hand presseth me sore. 

There is no soundness in my flesh because 
of thine anger; 

Neither is there any rest in my bones be- 
cause of my sin. 

For mine iniquities are gone over mine head : 
As an heavy burden they are too heavy for 
me. 

My wounds stink and are corrupt 
Because of my foolishness. 

I am troubled; I am bowed down greatly; 

I go mourning all the day long. 

For my loins are filled with a loathsome 
disease: 

And there is no soundness in my flesh. 

I am feeble and sore broken: 

I have roared by reason of the disquietness 
of my heart. . 

Lord, all my desire is before thee; 

And my groaning is not hid from thee. 

My heart panteth, my strength faileth me: 


PSALM 39 , 4 

As for the light of mine eyes, it also is gone 
from me. 

My lovers and my friends stand aloof from 
my sore; 

And my kinsmen stand afar off. 

They also that seek after my life lay snares 
for me: ■ 

And they that seek my hurt speak mis- 
chievous things. 

And imagine deceits all the day long. 

But I, as a deaf man, heard not; 

And I was as a dumb man that openeth not 
his mouth. 

Thus 1 was as a man that heareth not, 

And in whose mouth are no reproofs. 

For in thee, O Lord, do I hope: 

Thou wilt hear, O Lord my God. 

For I said, Hear me, lest otherwise they 
should rejoice over me: 

When my foot slippeth, they magnify them- 
selves against me. 

For I am ready to halt. 

And my sorrow is continually before me. 

For I will declare mine iniquity; 

I will be sorry for my sin. 

But mine enemies are lively, and they are 
strong: 

And they that hate me wrongfully are 
multiplied. 

They also that render evil for good 

Are mine adversaries; because I follow the 
thing that good is. 

Forsake me not, O Lord: 

O my God, be not far from me. 

Make haste to help me, 

O Lord my salvation. 


To the chief Musician, even to Jeduthun, 
A Psalm of David. 

I SAID, 1 1 will take heed to my ways. 
That I sin not with my tongue: 

I will keep my mouth with a bridle. 

While the wicked is before me. 

I was dumb with silence, I held my peace, 
even from good; 

And my sorrow was stirred. 

My heart was hot within me. 

While I was musing the fire burned: 

Then spake I with my tongue, 

Lord, make me to know mine end. 

And the measure of my days, what it is; 
That I may know how frail I am. 




1 We may read this Psalm as a sequel to Ps. 38. Both are expressions of suffering, but in the second the 
crisis is over. It is well to remember in reading these Psalms that, in those days, sickness was considered to 
be a sign of God’s displeasure on account of sin; also that death meant the end of communion with God. 
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Behold, thou hast made my days as an hand- 
breadth; 

And mine age is as nothing before thee: 
Verily every man at his best state is altogether 
vanity. [Selah.] 

Surely every man walketh in a vain shew: 
Surely they are disquieted in vain: 

He heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who 
shall gather them. 

And now, Lord, what wait I for? 

My hope is in thee. 

Deliver me from all my transgressions: 
Make me not the reproach of the foolish. 

I was dumb, I opened not my mouth; 
Because thou didst it. 

Remove thy stroke away from me: 

I am consumed by the blow of thine hand. 
When thou with rebukes dost correct man 
for iniquity, 

Thou makest his beauty to consume away 
like a moth: 

Surely every man is vanity. [Selah.] 

Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear unto 
my cry; 

Hold not thy peace at my tears: 

For I am a stranger with thee, 

And a sojourner, as all my fathers were. 

O spare me, that I may recover strength. 
Before 1 go hence, and be no more. 



To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 


I WAITED patiently for the Lord; 

And he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. 

He brought me up also out of an horrible 
pit, out of the miry clay. 

And set my feet upon a rock, and established 
my goings. 

And he hath put a new song in my mouth, 
even praise unto our God: 

Many shall see it, and fear, 

And shall trust in the Lord. 

Blessed is that man that maketh the Lord 
. Ms trust. 

And respecteth not the proud, nor such as 
turn aside to lies. 

Many, O Lord my God, are thy wonderful 
works which thou hast done, 

And thy thoughts wMch are to us- ward: 

They cannot be reckoned up in order unto 
thee: 

If I would declare and speak of them, 

They are more than can be numbered. 

Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; 

Mine ears hast thou opened: 


Burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not 
required. 

Then said I, Lo, I come: 

In the volume of the book it is written of me, 

I delight to do thy will, O my God: 

Yea, thy law is within my heart. 

I have preached righteousness in the great 
congregation: 

Lo, I have not refrained my lips, O Lord, 
thou knowest. 

I have not hid thy righteousness within my 
heart; 

I have declared thy faithfulness and thy 
salvation: 

I have not concealed thy lovingkindness and 
thy truth from the great congregation. 

Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from 
me, O Lord: 

Let thy lovingkindness and thy truth con- 
tinually preserve me. 

For innumerable evils have compassed me 
about: 

Mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, 
so that I am not able to look up; 

They are more than the hairs of mine head: 
therefore my heart faileth me. 

Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me: 

O Lord, make haste to help me. 

Let them be ashamed and confounded 
together 

That seek after my soul to destroy it; 

Let them be driven backward and put to 
shame 

That wish me evil. 

Let them be desolate for a reward of their 
shame 

That say unto me, Aha, aha. 

Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be 
glad in thee: 

Let such as love thy salvation say con- 
tinually. 

The Lord be magnified. 

But I am poor and needy; 

Yet the Lord thinketh upon me: 

Thou art my help and my deliverer; 

Make no tarrying, O my God. 



To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 


BLESSED is he that considereth the 
poor: 

The Lord will deliver him in time of trouble. 
The Lord will preserve him, and keep him 
alive; and he shall be blessed upon the 
earth: 


And thou wilt not deliver him unto the will 
of his enemies. 

The Lord will strengthen him upon the bed 
of languishing: 

Thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness, 

I said* Lord* be merciful unto me: 

Heal my souls for I have sinned against thee. 

Mine enemies speak evil of me* 

When shall he die* and his name perish? 

And if he come to see me* he speaketh 
vanity: 

His heart gathereth iniquity to itself; 

When he goeth abroad* he telleth it. 

All that hate me whisper together against me : 

Against me do they devise my hurt. 

An evil disease* say they* cleaveth fast unto 
him: 


PSALM 42* 8 

And now that he lieth he shall rise up no 
more. 

Yea* mine own familiar friend* in whom 1 
trusted* which did eat of my bread* 

Hath lifted up his heel against me. 

But thou* O Lord* be merciful unto me* and 
raise me up* 

That 1 may requite them. 

By this I know that thou favourest me* 

Because mine enemy doth not triumph over 
me. 

And as for me* thou upholdest me in mine 
integrity* 

And settest me before thy face for ever. 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel 

From everlasting* and to everlasting. 

Amen* and Amen. 


NEW FRIENDS ON THE ROAD Psalms 42—50 

By the time we have travelled thus far in our reading of the book , we have made the 
acquaintance of many pilgrims . As we go on we shall meet others , and it will become 
more evident , than it is at this stage , that the company we have joined A* in its human 
types, not unlike the company that is journeying through life to-day. But our first 
impression of these people is that they are not like the people we are accustomed to meet . 
Their songs , confessions * and prayers , even though they are familiar to us , are more 
intimate and outspoken than we should dare, without their example, to utter . And yet, 
in our hearts , they strike chords that vibrate with delight, and give expression to 
thoughts and feelings that we have long wanted to release . Our shyness and reserve 
soon disappear . It quickly dawns upon us that in the intense and vivid experience of 
these people there is something that is vital to us. They are alive to things we dimly 
apprehend and vaguely feel to be the realities of existence . They open our eyes to the 
potentialities of our own spiritual nature, and with eager hearts we claim the opportunity 
of companionship with them. For among all people they seem to have the special gift 
of understanding and resolving the mysteries of maris spiritual experiences . 


To the chief Musician* Maschil* for the 
sons of Korah. 

AS the hart panteth after the water 
brooks* 

So panteth my soul after thee* O God. 

My soul thirsteth for God* for the living 
God: 

When shall I come and appear before God? 

My tears have been my meat day and night* 

While they continually say unto me, Where 
is thy God? 

When I remember these things* I pour out 
my soul in me: 

For I had gone with the multitude* I went 
with them to the house of God* 


With the voice of joy and praise* with a 
multitude that kept holyday. 

Why art thou cast down* O my soul? 

And why art thou disquieted in me? 

Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him 

For the help of his countenance. 

O my God* my soul is cast down within me : 

Therefore will I remember thee from the 
land of Jordan* 

And of the Hermonites* from the hill Mizar. 

Deep calieth unto deep at the noise of thy 
waterspouts: 

All thy waves and thy billows are gone over 
me. 

Yet the Lord will command his lovingkind- 
ness in the daytime* 
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And in the night his song shall be with me } 
And my prayer unto the God of my life, 

I will say unto God my rock, Why hast thou 
forgotten me? 

Why go I mourning because of the oppres- 
sion of the enemy ? 

As with a sword in my bones, mine enemies 
reproach me; 

While they say daily unto me. Where is thy 
God? 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? 

And why art thou disquieted within me? 
Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise 
him. 

Who is the health of my countenance, and 
my God. 

JUDGE me, O God, and plead my 
cause against an ungodly nation: 

O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust 
man. 

For thou art the God of my strength: why 
dost thou cast me off? 

Why go I mourning because of the oppres- 
sion of the enemy? 

O send out thy light and thy truth: 

Let them lead me; let them bring me unto 
thy holy hill. 

And to thy tabernacles. 

Then will I go unto the altar of God, 

Unto God my exceeding joy: 

Yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, O God 
my God. 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? 

And why art thou disquieted within me? 
Hope in God: for I shall yet praise him. 
Who is the health of my countenance, and 
my God. 

To the chief Musician for the sons of 
Korah, Maschil. 

WE have heard with our ears, O God, 
our fathers have told us. 

What work thou didst in their days, in the 
times of old. 

How thou didst drive out the heathen with 
thy hand, and plantedst them; 

How thou didst afflict the people, and cast 
them out. 

For they got not the land in possession by 
their own sword, 

Neither did their own arm save them: 

But thy right hand, and thine arm, and the 
light of thy countenance. 

Because thou hadst a favour unto them. 


Thou art my King, O God: 

Command deliverances for Jacob. 

Through thee will we push down our 
enemies: 

Through thy name will we tread them under 
that rise up against us. 

For 1 will not trust in my bow. 

Neither shall my sword save me. 

But thou hast saved us from our enemies, 
And hast put them to shame that hated us. 
In God we boast all the day long. 

And praise thy name for ever. [SelaL] 
But thou hast cast off, and put us to shame; 
And goest not forth with our armies. 

Thou makest us to turn back from the enemy: 
And they which hate us spoil for themselves. 
Thou hast given us like sheep appointed 
for meat; 

And hast scattered us among the heathen* 
Thou sellest thy people for nought. 

And dost not increase thy wealth by their 
price. 

Thou makest us a reproach to our neigh- 
bours, 

A scorn and a derision to them that are round 
about us. 

Thou makest us a byword among the 
heathen, 

A shaking of the head among the people. 
My confusion is continually before me. 

And the shame of my face hath covered me, 
For the voice of him that reproacheth and 
blasphemeth; 

By reason of the enemy and avenger. 

All this is come upon us; yet have we not 
forgotten thee. 

Neither have we dealt falsely in thy covenant. 
Our heart is not turned back. 

Neither have our steps declined from thy 
way; 

Though thou hast sore broken us in the place 
of dragons. 

And covered us with the shadow of death. 
If we have forgotten the name of our God, 
Or stretched out our hands to a strange god; 
Shall not God search this out? 

For he knoweth the secrets of the heart. 
Yea, for thy sake are we killed all the day 
long; 

We are counted as sheep for the slaughter. 
Awake, why sleepest thou, O Lord? 

Arise, cast us not off for ever. 

Wherefore hidest thou thy face. 

And forgettest our affliction and our oppres- 
sion? 

For our soul is bowed down to the dust: 
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Our belly cleaveth unto the earth. 

Arise for our help. 

And redeem us for thy mercies’ sake. 

To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim, 
for the sons of Korah, Maschil, A Song 
of loves. 

MY heart is inditing a good matter: 

I speak of the things which I have made 
touching the king: 

: My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. 

Thou art fairer than the children of men: 

1 Grace is poured into thy lips: 

; Therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. 
Gird thy sword 1 upon thy thigh, O most 
mighty, 

With thy glory and thy majesty. 

And in thy majesty ride prosperously 
Because of truth and meekness and righteous- 
ness; 

And thy right hand shall teach thee terrible 
things. 

Thine arrows are sharp 

In the heart of the king’s enemies; 

Whereby the people fall under thee. 

Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: 
The sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. 
Thou lovest righteousness, andhatest wicked- 
ness: 

Therefore God, thy God, hath anointed 
; thee 

With the oil of gladness above thy fellows. 
All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, 
and cassia. 

Out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have 
made thee glad. 

Bongs 9 daughters were among thy honour- 
able women: 

Upon thy right hand did stand the queen in 
I gold of Ophir. 

Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and in- 
cline thine ear; 

| Forget also thine own people, and thy father’s 

1 house; 

j So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty: 

■ For he is thy Lord; and worship thou him. 

I And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with 

a gift; 

| Even the rich among the people shall intreat 
| , , thy favour. 


PSALM 46, id 

The king’s daughter is all glorious within: 

Her clothing is of wrought gold. 

She shall be brought unto the king in raiment 
of needlework: 

The virgins her companions that follow her 

Shall be brought unto thee. 

With gladness and rejoicing shall they be 
brought: 

They shall enter into the king’s palace. 

Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children* 

Whom thou mayest make princes in all the 
earth. 

I will make thy name to be remembered in 
all generations : 

Therefore shall the people praise thee for 
ever and ever. 


To the chief Musician for the sons of 
Korah, A Song upon Alamoth. 

GOD is our refuge and strength* 

A very present help in trouble. 

Therefore will not we fear, though the earth 
be removed, 

And though the mountains be carried into 
the midst of the sea; 

Though the waters thereof roar and be 
troubled. 

Though the mountains shake with the 
swelling thereof. [Selah.] 

There is a river, the streams whereof shall 
make glad the city of God, 

The holy place of the tabernacles of the most 
High. 

God is in the midst of her; she shall not 
be moved: 

God shall help her, and that right early. 
The heathen raged, the kingdoms were 
moved: 

He uttered his voice, the earth melted* 

The Lord of hosts is with us ; 2 

The God of Jacob is our refuge. [Selah.] 

Come, behold the works of the Lord, 

What desolations he hath made in the earth. 
He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the 
. earth; 

He breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear 
in sunder; 

He bumeth the chariot in the fire. 

Be still, and know that I am God: 




I 1 It has been suggested that the ceremony of admission to knighthood was based upon verses 3 and 4 of 

\ this Psalm. There was the girding of the sword before the altar; the threefold vow, to defend the truth, and 

I the cause of widows and orphans; to be loyal, just, and true, in the verse ‘Because of truth and meek- 

| ness and righteousness* ; and, lastly, the riding-in, fully armed, to display his strength, in the words, ‘in thy 

| majesty ride prosperously*. . t 

j 2 Before the last word ‘Farewell!’ fell from his lips, John Wesley, the apostle of Methodism, collecting all 

I his strength, exclaimed to those who were standing near him, ‘The best of all is, God is with us I* 
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I will be exalted among the heathen, 1 will 
be exalted in the earth. 

The Lord of hosts is with us; 

The God of Jacob is our refuge. [Selah.] 



To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the 
sons of Korah. 


O CLAP your hands, all ye people; 
Shout unto God with the voice of triumph. 
For the Lord most high is terrible; 

He is a great King over all the earth. 

He shall subdue the people under us, 

And the nations under our feet. 

He shall choose our inheritance for us. 

The excellency of Jacob whom he loved. 


[Selah.] 


God is gone up with a shout. 

The Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 
Sing praises to God, sing praises: 

Sing praises unto our King, sing praises. 
For God is the King of all the earth: 

Sing ye praises with understanding. 

God reigneth over the heathen: 

God sitteth upon the throne of his holiness. 
The princes of the people are gathered 
together. 

Even the people of the God of Abraham: 
For the shields of the earth belong unto God : 
He is greatly exalted. 



A Song and Psalm for the sons of Korah. 


GREAT is the Lord, and greatly to 
be praised 

In the city of our God, in the mountain of 
his holiness. 

Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole 
earth, 

Is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, 
The city of the great King. 

God is known in her palaces for a refuge. 
For, lo, the kings were assembled. 

They passed by together. 

They saw it, and so they marvelled; 

They were troubled, and hasted away. 

Fear took hold upon them there, 

And pain, as of a woman in travail. 

Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish 
With an east wind. 

As we have heard, so have we seen 
In the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of 
our God: 

God will establish it for ever. [Selah.] 

We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O 
God, 


In the midst of thy temple. 

According to thy name, O God, 

So is thy praise unto the ends of the earth: 
Thy right hand is full of righteousness. 

Let mount Zion rejoice. 

Let the daughters of Judah be glad. 
Because of thy judgments. 

Walk about Zion, and go round about her: 
Tell the towers thereof. 

Mark ye well her bulwarks. 

Consider her palaces; 

That ye may tell it to the generation follow- 
ing. 

For this God is our God for ever and ever: 
He will be our guide even unto death. 



To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the 
sons of Korah. 


HEAR this, all ye people; 

Give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world: 
Both low and high. 

Rich and poor, together. 

My mouth shall speak of wisdom; 

And the meditation of my heart shall be of 
understanding. 

I will incline mine ear to a parable: 

I will open my dark saying upon the harp. 
Wherefore should I fear in the days of 
evil. 

When the iniquity of my heels shall com- 
pass me about? 

They that trust in their wealth. 

And boast themselves in the multitude of 
their riches; 

None of them can by any means redeem his 
brother. 

Nor give to God a ransom for him: 

(For the redemption of their soul is precious, 
And it ceaseth for ever:) 

That he should still live for ever. 

And not see corruption. 

For he seeth that wise men die. 

Likewise the fool and the brutish person 
perish, 

And leave their wealth to others. 

Their inward thought is, that their houses 
shall continue for ever. 

And their dwelling places to all generations; 
They call their lands after their own names. 
Nevertheless man being in honour abideth 
not: 

He is like the beasts that perish. 

This their way is their folly: 

Yet their posterity approve their sayings. 

[Selah.] 
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Who calleth the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof 


Like sheep they are laid in the grave; Gather my saints together unto me; 

Death shall feed on them; Those that have made a covenant with me 

And the upright shall have dominion over by sacrifice. 

them in the morning; And the heavens shall declare his righteous- 

And t V ir beauty shall consume in the grave ness : 

from their dwelling. For God is judge himself. [Selah.] 

But God will redeem my soul from the Hear, O my people, and I will speak; 

power of the grave: O Israel, and I wiU testify against thee: 

For he shall receive me. 1 [Selah.] I am God, even thy God. 

Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, I will not reprove thee for thy sacrifices 

When the glory of his house is increased; Or thy burnt offerings, to have been con- 
For when he dieth he shall carry nothing tinually before me. 

away; I will take no bullock out of thy house. 

His glory shall not descend after him. Nor he goats out of thy folds. 

Though while he lived he blessed his soul: For every beast of the forest is mine. 

And men will praise thee, when thou doest And the cattle upon a thousand hills. 

well to thyself. I know all the fowls of the mountains: 

He shall go to the generation of his fathers; And the wild beasts of the field are mine. 
They shall never see light. If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: 

Man that is in honour, and understandeth For the world is mine, and the fulness 
not, thereof. 

Is like the beasts that perish. Will I eat the flesh of bulls, 

Or drink the blood of goats? 

i r*r\ A Psalm of Asaph. Offer unto God thanksgiving; 

jy And pay thy vows unto the most High: 

THE mighty God, even the Lord, And call upon me in the day of trouble: 
hath spoken, I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me. 

And the earth from the rising of the But unto the wicked God saith, 
sun unto the going down thereof. What hast thou to do to declare my statutes. 

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty. Or that thou shouldest take my covenant m 

God hath shined. thy mouth? 

Our God shall come, and shall not keep Seeing thou hatest instruction, 
silence: And castest my words behind thee. 

A fire shall devour before him. When thou sawest a thief, then, thou con- 

And it shall be very tempestuous round sentedst with him, 
about him. And hast been partaker with adulterers. 

He shall call to the heavens from above. Thou givest thy mouth to evil. 

And to the earth, that he may judge his And thy tongue frameth det : eit - 
people Thou sittest and speakest agamst thy brother, 

i -n,™ „„ -.frrences in the Old Testament to the destiny of the individual after death, and this 

originally, all that we, with the Christian Rev<^nbef = 
happily read into it. But we must note it, if not as an early belief in immortality, at least as a beautiful exp 
don of our faith. 



PSALM 50, 20 

Thou slanderest thine own mother’s son. 

These things hast thou done, and I kept 
silence; 

Thou thoughtest that I was altogether such 
an one as thyself: 

But I will reprove thee, and set them in order 
before thine eyes. 


Now consider this, ye that forget God, 

Lest 1 tear you in pieces, and there be none 
to deliver. 

Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: 

And to him that ordereth his conversation 
aright 

Will I shew the salvation of God. 


THE GUARDIAN OF THE ROAD Psalms 51—72 

There is one impression we must set down before we proceed any farther . It has been 
with us from the moment the first of these songs fell upon our ears ; and while we have 
been readings or listening to the last few Psalms it has become an amazement . It is the 
way these people speak of God . More than that, it is the way they speak to God, as the 
following Psalms will particularly show. We think of God, and utter His Name with 
reverence. So did they, but at times they broke into song about Him. How well they 
must have known Him, and how greatly they must have loved Him, to want to sing of 
Him, and raise throughout the earth a chorus of praise. We search their songs for the 
consciousness that inspired them, and for the knowledge that can give us the same singing 
spirit. They make no mystery of it. The God they knew was with them on the road; in 
every experience their Helper and Refuge. 
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To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, 
when Nathan the prophet came unto him, 
after he had gone in to Bath-sheba. 

HAVE mercy upon me, O God, ac- 
cording to thy lovingkindness : 
According unto the multitude of thy tender 
mercies blot out my transgressions. 

Wash me throughly from mine iniquity. 
And cleanse me from my sin. 

For I acknowledge my transgressions: 

And my sin is ever before me. 1 
Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, 

And done this evil in thy sight : 

That thou mightest be justified when thou 
speakest. 

And be dear when thou judgest. 

Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; 

And in sin did my mother conceive me. 
Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward 
parts: 

And in the hidden part thou shalt make me 
to know wisdom. 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: 
Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Make me to hear joy and gladness; 

That the bones which thou hast broken may 
rejoice. 

Hide thy face from my sins, 


And blot out all mine iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God; 

And renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from thy presence; 

And take not thy holy spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; 
And uphold me with thy free spirit. 

Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; 
And sinners shall be converted unto thee. 
DeHver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, 
thou God of my salvation: 

And my tongue shall sing aloud of thy 
righteousness. 

O Lord, open thou my lips; 

And my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I 
give it: 

Thou delightest not in burnt offering. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: 

A broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not despise. 

Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion : 
Build thou the walls of Jerusalem. 

Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices 
of righteousness, with burnt offering and 
whole burnt offering: 

Then shall they offer bullocks upon thine 
altar. 

1 It is the burden of sin that takes the heart out of life. Every day is cheerless, and every road is weary, 
when sin weighs down the heart. But what is a man to do, who is so heavily laden, and darenot lift his faTe 
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To the chief Musician, Maschil, A Psalm 
of David, when Doeg the Edomite came 
and told Saul, and said unto him, David 
is come to the house of Ahimelech. 

WHY boastest thou thyself in mischief, 
O mighty man? 

The goodness of God endureth continually. 
Thy tongue deviseth mischiefs ; 

Like a sharp razor, working deceitfully. 
Thou lovest evil more than good; 

And lying rather than to speak righteous- 
ness. [SelahJ 

Thou lovest all devouring words, 

0 thou deceitful tongue, 

God shall likewise destroy thee for ever. 

He shall take thee away, and pluck thee out 
of thy dwelling place. 

And root thee out of the land of the living. 

[Selah.J 

The righteous also shall see, and fear. 

And shall laugh at him: 

Lo, this is the man that made not God his 
strength; 

But trusted in the abundance of his riches. 
And strengthened himself in his wickedness. 
But I am like a green olive tree in the house 
of God: 

1 trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever. 
I will praise thee for ever, because thou hast 

done it: 

And I will wait on thy name; for it is good 
before thy saints. 

To the chief Musician upon Mahalath, 
Maschil, A Psalm of David. 

THE fool hath said in his heart. There 
is no God. 

Corrupt are they, and have done abominable 
iniquity: 

There is none that doeth good. 

God looked down from heaven upon the 
children of men. 

To see if there were any that did understand. 
That did seek God. 

Every one of them is gone back: they are 
altogether become filthy. 

There is none that doeth good, no, not one. 
Have the workers of iniquity no knowledge? 
Who eat up my people as they eat bread: 
They have not called upon God. .. 

There were they in great fear, where no fear 
was: 

For God hath scattered the bones of him 
that encampeth against thee: 

Thou hast put them to shame, because God 
hath despised them. 


PSALM 55, ii 

Oh that the salvation of Israel were come 
out of Zion! 

When God bringeth back the captivity of 
his people, 

Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad. 

To the chief Musician on Neginoth, Mas- 
chil 3 A Psalm of David, when the Ziphims 
came and said to Saul, Doth not David 
hide himself with us? 

SAVE me, 0 God, by thy name, 

And judge me by thy strength. 

Hear my prayer, 0 God; 

Give ear to the words of my mouth. 

For strangers are risen up against me, 

And oppressors seek after my soul: 

They have not set God before them. [Selah.] 
Behold, God is mine helper: 

The Lord is with them that uphold my soul. 
He shall reward evil unto mine enemies: 
Cut them off in thy truth. 

I will freely sacrifice unto thee: 

I will praise thy name, O Lord; for it is good. 
For he hath delivered me out of all trouble: 
And mine eye hath seen his desire upon mine 
enemies. 


To the chief Musician on Neginoth, Mas- 
chil, A Psalm of David. 

GIVE ear to my prayer, O God; 

And hide not thyself from my supplication. 
Attend unto me, and hear me: 

I mourn in my complaint, and make a noise; 
Because of the voice of the enemy. 

Because of the oppression of the wicked: 
For they cast iniquity upon me. 

And in wrath they hate me. 

My heart is sore pained within me: 

And the terrors of death are fallen upon me. 
Fearfulness and trembling are come upon 
me. 

And horror hath overwhelmed me. 

And I said. Oh that I had wings like a dove! 
For then would I fly away, and be at rest. 
Lo, then would I wander far off, 

And remain in the wilderness. [Selah.] 
I would hasten my escape 
From the windy storm and tempest. 
Destroy, O Lord, and divide their tongues: 
■For I have seen violence and strife in the 
city. 

Day and night they go about it upon the 
walls thereof: 

Mischief also and sorrow are in the midst 
of it. 

Wickedness is in the midst thereof; 
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PSALM 55, ii 

Deceit and guile depart not from her streets. 
For it was not an enemy that reproached me; 
Then I could have borne it: 

Neither was it he that hated me that did 
magnify himself against me; 

Then I would have hid myself from him: 
But it was thou, a man mine equal. 

My guide, and mine acquaintance. 

We took sweet counsel together. 

And walked unto the house of God in com- 
pany. 

Let death seize upon them, 

And let them go down quick into hell: 

For wickedness is in their dwellings, and 
among them. 

As for me, I will call upon God; 

And the Lord shall save me. 

Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I 
pray, and cry aloud: 

And he shall hear my voice. 

He hath delivered my soul in peace from 
the battle that was against me: 

For there were many with me. 

God shall hear, and afflict them. 

Even he that abideth of old. [Selah.] 

Because they have no changes. 

Therefore they fear not God. 

He hath put forth his hands against such as 
be at peace with him: 

He hath broken his covenant. 

The words of his mouth were smoother than 
butter. 

But war was in his heart: 

His words were softer than oil. 

Yet were they drawn swords. 

Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he 
shall sustain thee: 1 

He shall never suffer the righteous to be 
moved. 

But thou, O God, shalt bring them down 
into the pit of destruction: 

Bloody and deceitful men shall not live out 
half their days; 

But I will trust in thee. 

To the chief Musician upon Jonath-elem- 
rechokim, Michtam of David, when the 
Philistines took him in Gath. 

BE merciful unto me, O God : for man 
would swallow me up; 

He fighting daily oppressed! me. 

Mine enemies would daily swallow me up: 


For they be many that fight against me, 0 
thou most High. 

What time I am afraid, 

1 will trust in thee. 

In God I will praise Ms word, 

In God I have put my trust; I will not fear 
What flesh can do unto me. 

Every day they wrest my words: 

All their thoughts are against me for evil. 
They gather themselves together, they hide 
themselves. 

They mark my steps. 

When they wait for my soul. 

Shall they escape by iniquity? 

In thine anger cast down the people, O God. 
Thou tellest my wanderings: 

Put thou my tears into thy bottle: 

Are they not in thy book? 

When J cry unto thee, then shall mine 
enemies turn back: 

This I know; for God is for me. 

In God will I praise Ms word: 

In the Lord will I praise Ms word. 

In God have I put my trust: I will not be 
afraid 

What man can do unto me. 

Thy vows are upon me, O God: 

I will render praises unto thee. 

For thou hast delivered my soul from death: 
Wilt not thou deliver my feet from falling. 
That I may walk before God 
In the light of the living? 

To the chief Musician, Al-taschith, Mich- 
tam of David, when he fled from Saul in 
the cave. 

BE merciful unto me, O God, be 
merciful unto me: 

For my soul tmsteth in thee: 

Yea, in the shadow of thy wings will I make 
my refuge. 

Until these calamities be overpast. 

I will cry unto God most Mgh; 

Unto God that performed! all things for me. 
He shall send from heaven, and save me 
From the reproach of him that would swal- 
low me up. [Selah.] 

God shall send forth Ms mercy and his 
truth. 

My soul is among lions : 

And I lie even among them that are set on 
fire. 




1 With these words, St. Francis of Assisi blessed the first disciples of the order he founded, the order 
known as the Franciscan. There are two senses in which the words can be understood. One, that of handing 
the burden to another to be borne or carried by him. The other, in the sense that a ship casts her burden on 
the anchor, a burden that the anchor holds. 


Even the sons of men, whose teeth are spears 
and arrows. 

And their tongue a sharp sword. 

Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens; 
Let thy glory be above all the earth. 

They have prepared a net for my steps; 

My soul is bowed down: 

They have digged a pit before me. 

Into the midst whereof they are fallen them- 
selves* [Selah.] 

My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: 
I will sing and give praise. 

Awake up, my glory; awake, psaltery and 
harp: 

I myself will awake early. 

I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people : 
I will sing unto thee among the nations. 

For thy mercy is great unto the heavens. 
And thy truth unto the clouds. 

Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: 
Let thy glory be above all the earth. 


To the chief Musician, Al-taschith, Mich- 
tam of David. 

DO ye indeed speak righteousness, O 
congregation? 

Do ye judge uprightly, O ye sons of men? 

Yea, in heart ye work wickedness; 

Ye weigh the violence of your hands in the 
earth. 

The wicked are estranged from the womb: 

They go astray as soon as they be born, 
speaking lies. 

Their poison is like the poison of a serpent: 

They are like the deaf adder that stoppeth 
her ear; 

Which will not hearken to the voice of 
charmers. 

Charming never so wisely. 

Break their teeth, O God, in their mouth : 1 

Break out the great teeth of the young lions, 
0 Lord. 

Let them melt away as waters which run 
continually: 

When he bendeth his bow to shoot his 
arrows, let them be as cut in pieces. 

As a snail which melteth, let every one of 
them pass away: 

Like the untimely birth of a woman, that 
they may not see the sun. 

Before your pots can feel the thorns. 


PSALM 5 % 12 

He shall take them away as with a whirlwind, 
both living, and in Ms wrath. 

The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth 
the vengeance: 

He shall wash his feet in the blood of the 
wicked. 

So that a man shall say, Verily there is a 
reward for the righteous: 

Verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth. 


To the chief Musician, Al-taschith, Mich- 
tam of David; when Saul sent, and they 
watched the house to kill him. 

DELIVER me from mine enemies, 
O my God : 

Defend me from them that rise up against 
me. 

Deliver me from the workers of iniquity. 
And save me from bloody men. 

For, lo, they lie in wait for my soul: 

The mighty are gathered against me; 

Not for my transgression, nor for my sin, 
O Lord. 

They run and prepare themselves without 
my fault: 

Awake to help me, and behold. 

Thou therefore, O Lord God of hosts, the 
God of Israel, 

Awake to visit all the heathen: 

Be not merciful to any wicked transgressors. 

[Selah.] 

They return at evening: they make a noise 
like a dog. 

And go round about the city. 

Behold, they belch out with their mouth: 
Swords are in their lips: 

For who, say they, doth hear? 

But thou, O Lord, shall laugh at them; 
Thou shalt have all the heathen in derision. 
Because of his strength will I wait upon thee: 
For God is my defence. 

The God of my mercy shall prevent me:^ 
God shall let me see my desire upon mine 
enemies. 

Slay them not, lest my people forget: 
Scatter them by thy power; and bring them 
down, 

O Lord our shield. 

For the sin of their mouth and the words of 
their lips 

Let them even be taken in their pride: 




1 It is the corruption in the world which makes the Psalmist so angry and indignant that he wants to see not 
simply the evil but also evil-doers destroyed. His language is strong. We may think Jt is vindictive*. : 3 nt. 
who would not like to see to-day some evidence of burning anger against the corruptions of our own time, 
instead of the easy complacency that tolerates them? Cf. p. 630, note; p. 646, note. 
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PSALM 59 , 12 

And for cursing and lying which they speak. 
Consume them in wrath, consume them, 
that they may not be; 

And let them know that God ruleth in Jacob 
Unto the ends of the earth. [Selah.] 

And at evening let them return; and let them 
make a noise like a dog, 

And go round about the city. 

Let them wander up and down for meat. 
And grudge if they be not satisfied. 

But I will sing of thy power; 

Yea, I will sing aloud of thy mercy in the 
morning; 

For thou hast been my defence 
And refuge in the day of my trouble. 

Unto thee, O my strength, will I sing: 

For God is my defence, and the God of my 
mercy 


To the chief Musician upon Shushan- 
eduth, Michtam of David, to teach; when 
he strove with Aram-naharaim and with 
Aram-zobah, when Joab returned, and 
smote of Edom in the valley of salt twelve 
thousand. 

O GOD, thou hast cast us off, thou 
hast scattered us. 

Thou hast been displeased; O turn thyself 
to us again. 

Thou hast made the earth to tremble; thou 
hast broken it: 

Heal the breaches thereof; for it shaketh. 
Thou hast shewed thy people hard things: 
Thou hast made us to drink the wine of 
astonishment. 

Thou hast given a banner to them that fear 
thee, 

That it may be displayed because of the 
truth. [Selah.] 

That thy beloved may be delivered; 

Save with thy right hand, and hear me. 

God hath spoken in his holiness; I will 
rejoice, 

I will divide Shechem, and mete out the 
valley of Succoth. 

Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is mine; 
Ephraim also is the strength of mine head; 
Judah is my lawgiver; 

Moab is my washpot; 

Over Edom will I cast out my shoe: 
Philistia, triumph thou because of me. 


Who will bring me into the strong city? 
Who will lead me into Edom? 

Wilt not thou, O God, which hadst cast us 
off? 

And thou, O God, which didst not go out 
with our armies ? 

Give us help from trouble ; 

For vain is the help of man. 

Through God we shall do valiantly: 

For he it is that shall tread down our enemies. 


/"’if To the chief Musician upon Neginah, A 
Psalm of David. 

HEAR my cry, O God; 

Attend unto my prayer. 

From the end of the earth will I cry unto 
thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: 1 
Lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 
For thou hast been a shelter for me, 

And a strong tower from the enemy. 

I will abide in thy tabernacle for ever; 

I will trust in the covert of thy wings. 

[Selah.] 

For thou, O God, hast heard my vows: 
Thou hast given me the heritage of those 
that fear thy name. 

Thou wilt prolong the king’s life: 

And his years as many generations. 

He shall abide before God for ever; 

O prepare mercy and truth, which may pre- 
serve him. 

So will I sing praise unto thy name for ever, 
That I may daily perform my vows. 


To the chief Musician, to Jeduthun, A 
Psalm of David, 

TRULY my soul waiteth upon God: 

From him cometh my salvation. 

He only is my rock and my salvation; 

He is my defence; I shall not be greatly 
moved. 

How long will ye imagine mischief against 
a man? 

Ye shall be slain all of you: 

As a bowing wall shall ye be, and as a totter- 
ing fence. 

They only consult to cast him down from 
his excellency: 

They delight in lies: 


. \4 t some time or other this prayer of the Psalmist rises from every heart, however strong or wise the 
individual may be. It is probable that the man who wrote ‘Lead me to the rock that is higher than T was a 
king, the highest in the land.^ We are so made that we are not in ourselves sufficient for all that life brings, 
we feel it particularly when the destinies of others are in our hands. From the highest to the lowest there is 
not a soul that, at times, does not long for the Rock that is stronger than themselves. In these needs of our 
spirit we may read a revelation that is as sure as that of Scripture. 
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They bless with their mouth* but they curse 
Inwardly. [Selah.j 

My soul* wait thou only upon God; 

For my expectation is from him. 

He only is my rock and my salvation: 

He is my defence; I shall not be moved. 

In God is my salvation and my glory: 

The rock of my strength* and my refuge* is 
in God. 

Trust in him at all times; ye people* 

Pour out your heart before him: 

God is a refuge for us. [Seiah.] 

Surely men of low degree are vanity* and 
men of high degree are a lie: 

To be laid in the balance* 

They are altogether lighter than vanity. 
Trust not in oppression* 

And become not vain in robbery: 

If riches increase* set not your heart upon 
them. 

God hath spoken once; 

Twice have I heard this; 

That power belongeth unto God. 

Also unto thee* O Lord* belongeth mercy: 
For thou renderest to every man according 
to his work. 


a A Psalm of David* when he was in the 
wilderness of Judah. 

O GOD* thou art my God; early will 
1 seek thee: 

My soul thirsteth for thee* my flesh longeth 
for thee 

In a dry and thirsty land* where no water is; 
To see thy power and thy glory* 

So as I have seen thee in the sanctuary. 
Because thy lovingkindness is better than 
life* 

My lips shall praise thee. 

Thus will I bless thee while I live: 

I will lift up my hands in thy name. 

My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow 
and fatness; 

And my mouth shall praise thee with joyful 
lips: 

When I remember thee upon my bed* 

And meditate on thee in the night watches. 
Because thou hast been my help* 

Therefore in the shadow of thy wings will 
I rejoice. 

My soul followeth hard after thee: 

Thy right hand upholdeth me. 

But those that seek my soul* to destroy it* 
Shall go into the lower parts of the earth. 
They shall fall by the sword: 


rSAJUM 03* 4 

They shall be a portion for foxes. 

But the king shall rejoice in God; 

Every one that sweareth by him shall glory: 
But the mouth of them that speak lies shall 
be stopped. 



To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 


HEAR my voice* O God* in my 
prayer: 

Preserve my life from fear of the enemy. 

Hide me from the secret counsel of the 
wicked; 

From the insurrection of the workers of 
iniquity: 

Who whet their tongue like a sword* 

And bend their bows to shoot their arrows, 
even bitter words: 


That they may shoot in secret at the perfect : 

Suddenly do they shoot at him* and fear 
not. 

They encourage themselves in an evil matter : 

They commune of laying snares privily; 

They say* Who shall see them? 

They search out iniquities ; they accomplish 
a diligent search: 

Both the inward thought of every one of 
them* and the heart* is deep. 

But God shall shoot at them 

With an arrow; suddenly shall they be 
wounded. 

So they shall make their own tongue to fall 
upon themselves: 

All that see them shall flee away. 

And all men shall fear* 

And shall declare the work of God; 

For they shall wisely consider of his doing. 

The righteous shall be glad in the Loed* and 
shall trust in him; 

And all the upright in heart shall glory. 



To the chief Musician* A Psalm and Song 
of David. 

PRAISE waiteth for thee* O God* in 


Sion: 

And unto thee shall the vow be performed. 
O thou that hearest prayer* 

Unto thee shall all flesh come. 


Iniquities prevail against me : 

As for our transgressions* thou shalt purge 


them away. 

Blessed is the man whom thou choosest* and 
causest to approach unto thee* 

That he may dwell in thy courts: 
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PSALM 65 , 4 

shall be satisfied with the goodness of 
thy house, 

pven of thy holy temple. 

py terrible things in righteousness wilt thou 
answer us, 

q God of our salvation; 

^ho art the confidence of all the ends of the 
earth. 

And of them that are afar off upon the sea: 

•^Thich by his strength setteth fast the moun- 
tains; 

Being girded with power: 

^Tfiich stilleth the noise of the seas, the noise 
of their waves, 

And the tumult of the people. 

They also that dwell in the uttermost parts 
are afraid at thy tokens: 

Thou makest the outgoings of the morning 
and evening to rejoice. 

Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: 

Thou greatly enrichest it 

With the river of God, which is full of water : 

Thou preparest them com, when thou hast 
so provided for it. 

Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundantly : 

Thou settlest the furrows thereof: 

Thou makest it soft with showers: 

Thou blessest the springing thereof. 

Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; 

And thy paths drop fatness. 

They chop upon the pastures of the wilder- 
ness: 

And the little hills rejoice on every side. 

The pastures are clothed with flocks; 

The valleys also are covered over with com; 

They shout for joy, they also sing^ 
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To the chief Musician, A Song or Psalm. 


MAKE a joyful noise unto God, all 
ye lands: 

Sing forth the honour of Ms name: 
jMake Ms praise glorious. 

Say unto God, How terrible art thou in thy 
works! , ' ' 

Through the greatness of thy power shall 
thine enemies submit themselves unto thee. 
All the earth shall worsMp thee, 

And shall sing unto thee; 

They shall sing to thy name. [Selah.] 

Come and see the works of God: 

He is terrible in Ms doing toward the children 
of men. 

He turned the sea into dry land: 


They went through the flood on foot: 
There did we rejoice in him. 

He ruleth by Ms power for ever; 

His eyes behold the nations : 

Let not the rebellious exalt themselves. 

[Selah.] 

0 bless our God, ye people. 

And make the voice of his praise to be heard: 
Which holdeth our soul in life. 

And suffereth not our feet to be moved. 

For thou, O God, hast proved us: 

Thou hast tried us, as silver is tried. 

Thou broughtest us into the net; 

Thou laidst affliction upon our loins. 

Thou hast caused men to ride over our heads; 
We went through Are and through water: 
But thou broughtest us out into a wealthy 
place. 

1 will go into thy house with burnt offerings: 
I will pay thee my vows, 

WMch my lips have uttered. 

And my mouth hath spoken, when I was in 
trouble. 

I will offer unto thee burnt sacrifices of fat- 
lings. 

With the incense of rams; 

I will offer bullocks with goats. [Selah.] 
Come and hear, all ye that fear God, 

And I will declare what he hath done for 
my soul. 

I cried unto Mm with my mouth. 

And he was extolled with my tongue. 

If I regard iniquity in my heart. 

The Lord will not hear me: 

But verily God hath heard me; 

He hath attended to the voice of my prayer. 
Blessed be God, 

WMch hath not turned away my prayer, nor 
Ms mercy from me. 

To the chief Musician on Neginoth, A 
0 / Psalm or Song. 

GOD be merciful unto us , 1 and bless 
us; 

And cause his face to shine upon us; [Selah.] 
That thy way may be known upon earth. 
Thy saving health among all nations. 

Let the people praise thee, O God; 

Let all the people praise thee. 

O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: 
For thou shalt judge the people righteously. 
And govern the nations upon earth. [Selah.] 
Let the people praise thee, O God; 

Let all the people praise thee. 


This Psalm has been called The Lord’s Prayer of the Old Testament. 
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Thou art the confidence of them that are afar off upon the sea 


Then shall the earth yield her increase; 

God, even our own God* shall bless us. 
God shall bless us; 

And aU the ends of the earth shall fear him. 


/ rs To the chief Musician, A Psalm or Song 

00 of David. 

LET God arise, let his enemies be 
scattered: 

Let them also that hate him flee before him. 

As smoke is driven away, so drive them 
away: 

As wax melteth before the fire. 

So let the wicked perish at the presence of 
God. 

But let the righteous be glad; let them rejoice 
before God: 

Yea, let them exceedingly rejoice. 

Sing unto God, sing praises to his name: 

Extol Mm that rideth upon the heavens 

By his name JAH, and rejoice before him. 

A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the 
widows, 

Is God in his holy habitation. 

God setteth the solitary in families: 1 

He bringeth out those which are bound with 
chains: 

But the rebellious dwell in a dry land. 

0 God, when thou wentest forth before thy 
people. 

When thou didst march through the wilder- 
ness; [Selah.] 

The earth shook. 

The heavens also dropped at the presence of 
God: 

Even Sinai itself was moved at the presence 
of God, the God of Israel. 

Thou, O God, didst send a plentiful rain, 

Whereby thou didst confirm thine inherit- 
ance, when it was weary. 


Thy congregation hath dwelt therein: 

Thou, O God, hast prepared of thy good- 
ness for the poor. 

The Lord gave the word: 

Great was the company of those that pub- 
lished it. 

Bangs of armies did fiee apace: 

And she that tarried at home divided the 
spoil. 

Though ye have lien among the pots. 

Yet shall ye be as the wings of a dove covered 
with silver. 

And her feathers with yellow gold. 

When the Almighty scattered kings in it. 

It was wMte as snow in Salmon. 

The hill of God is as the hill of Bashan; 

An Mgh hill as the hill of Bashan. 

Why leap ye, ye high hills? 

TMs is the hill which God desireth to dwell 
in; 

Yea, the Lord will dwell in it for ever. 

The chariots of God are twenty thousand, 
even thousands of angels : 

The Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the 
holy place. 

Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led 
captivity captive : 

Thou hast received gifts for men; 

Yea, for the rebellious also , 2 that the Lord 
G od might dwell among them. 

Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us 
with benefits. 

Even the God of our salvation. [Selah.] 

He that is our God is the God of salvation; 

And unto God the Lord belong the issues 
from death. ' / ' 

But God shall wound the head of Ms enemies, 

And the hairy scalp of such an one as goeth 
on still in his trespasses. 

The Lord said, I will bring again from 
Bashan, 


1 Moffatt beautifully translates this verse: ‘The God who brings the lonely home. 

* Bunyan says it was this description that gave him hope, for he was one of the rebels. 
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I will bring my people again from the 
depths of the sea: 

That thy foot may be dipped in the blood 
Of thine enemies, and the tongue of thy dogs 
in the same. 

They have seen thy goings, O God; 

Even the goings of my God, my King, in the 
sanctuary. 

The singers went before, the players on in- 
struments followed after; 

Among them were the damsels playing with 
timbrels. 

Bless ye God in the congregations, 

Even the Lord, from the fountain of Israel. 
There is little Benjamin with their ruler. 
The princes of Judah and their council. 

The princes of Zebulun, and the princes of 
Naphtali. 

Thy God hath commanded thy strength: 
Strengthen, O God, that which thou hast 
wrought for us. 

Because of thy temple at Jerusalem 
Shall kings bring presents unto thee. 
Rebuke the company of spearmen, 

The multitude of the bulls, with the calves 
of the people, 

Till every one submit himself with pieces of 
silver: 

Scatter thou the people that delight in war. 
Princes shall come out of Egypt; 

Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands 
unto God. 

Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth; 
O sing praises unto the Lord; [SelahJ 
To him that rideth upon the heavens of 
heavens, which were of old; 

Lo, he doth send out his voice, and that a 
mighty voice. 

Ascribe ye strength unto God: 

His excellency is. over Israel, 

And his strength is in the clouds. 

O God, thou art terrible out of thy holy 
places: ■ ' ' • ; : : 

The God of Israel is he that giveth strength 
and power unto his people. 

Blessed be God 


To the chief Musician upon . Shoshannim, 
A Psalm of David. 

SAVE me, O God; 

For the waters are come in unto my soul 
I sink in deep mire, where there is no stand- 
ing: 

I am come into deep waters, where the 
floods overflow me. 


I am weary of my crying : my throat is dried: 

Mine eyes fail while I wait for my God. 

They that hate me without a cause are more 
than the hairs of mine head: 

They that would destroy me, being mine 
enemies wrongfully, are mighty: 

Then I restored that which I took not away. 

0 God, thou knowest my foolishness; 

And my sins are not hid from thee. 

Let not them that wait on thee, O Lord God 
of hosts, be ashamed for my sake: 

Let not those that seek thee be confounded 
for my sake, O God of Israel. 

Because for thy sake I have borne reproach; 

Shame hath covered my face. 

1 am become a stranger unto my brethren, 

And an alien unto my mother's children. 

For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; 

And the reproaches of them that reproached 

thee are fallen upon me* 

When I wept, and chastened my soul with 
fasting. 

That was to my reproach. 

I made sackcloth also my garment; 

And I became a proverb to them. 

They that sit in the gate speak against me; 

And I was the song of the drunkards. 

But as for me, my prayer is unto thee, O 
Lord, in an acceptable time: 

O God, in the multitude of thy mercy 

Hear me, in the truth of thy salvation. 

Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not 
sink: 

Let me be delivered from them that hate me, 
and out of the deep waters. 

Let not the waterflood overflow me. 

Neither let the deep swallow me up. 

And let not the pit shut her mouth upon 
me. 1 

Hear me, O Lord; for thy lovingkindness is 
good: 

Turn unto me according to the multitude 
of thy tender mercies. 

And hide not thy face from thy servant; 

For I am in trouble: hear me speedily. 

Draw nigh unto my soul, and redeem it; 

Deliver me because of mine enemies. 

Thou hast known my reproach, and my 
shame, and my dishonour: 

Mine adversaries are all before thee. 

Reproach hath broken my heart; and I am 
full of heaviness: 

And I looked for some to take pity, but there 
was none; 

And for comforters, but I found none. 

They gave me also gall for my meat; 
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And In my thirst they gave me vinegar to 
drink. 

Let their table become a snare before them: 

And that which should have been for their 
welfare, let it become a trap. 

Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not; 

And make their loins continually to shake. 

Pour out thine indignation upon them. 

And let thy wrathful anger take hold of them. 

Let their habitation be desolate; 

And let none dwell in their tents. 

For they persecute Mm whom thou hast 
smitten; 

And they talk to the grief of those whom 
thou hast wounded. 

Add iniquity unto their iniquity: 

And let them not come into thy righteous- 
ness. 

Let them be blotted out of the book of the 
living, 

And not be written with the righteous. 

But 1 am poor and sorrowful: 

Let thy salvation, O God, set me up on Mgh. 

I will praise the name of God with a song. 

And will magnify him with thanksgiving. 

This also shall please the Lord better than 
an ox 

Or bullock that hath horns and hoofs. 

The humble shall see this, and be glad: 

And your heart shall live that seek God. 

For the Lord heareth the poor. 

And despiseth not his prisoners. 

Let the heaven and earth praise him. 

The seas, and every thing that moveth 
therein. 

For God will save Zion, and will build the 
cities of Judah: 

That they may dwell there, and have it in 
possession. 

The seed also of Ms servants shall inherit it: 

And they that love his name shall dwell 
therein. 


To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, 
to bring to remembrance. 

MAKE haste, O God, to deliver me; 
Make haste to help me, O Lord. 

Let them be ashamed and confounded 
That seek after my soul: 

Let them be turned backward, and put to 
confusion. 

That desire my hurt. 

Let them be turned back for a reward of 
their shame 

1 The Psalm beloved b} 


That say. Aha, aha. 

Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be 
glad in thee: 

And let such as love thy salvation say con- 
tinually, 

Let God be magnified. 

But 1 am poor and needy : 

Make haste unto me, O God : 

Thou art my help and my deliverer; 

O Lord, make no tarrying. 


IN thee, O Lord, do I put my trust : 
Let me never be put to confusion. 

Deliver me in thy righteousness, and cause 
me to escape : 

Incline tMne ear unto me, and save me. 

Be thou my strong habitation, whereunto I 
may continually resort : 

Thou hast given commandment to save 
me; 

For thou art my rock and my fortress. 

Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of 
the wicked, 

Out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel 
man. 

For thou art my hope, O Lord God: 

Thou art my trust from my youth. 

By thee have I been holden up from the 
womb: 

Thou art he that took me out of my mother's 
bowels : 

My praise shall be continually of thee. 

I am as a wonder unto many; 

But thou art my strong refuge. 

Let my mouth be filled with thy praise 

And with thy honour all the day. 

Cast me not off in the time of old age ; l 

Forsake me not when my strength faileth. 

For mine enemies speak against me; 

And they that lay wait for my soul take 
counsel together, 

Saying, God hath forsaken Mm: 

Persecute and take him; for there is none to 
deliver him. 

O God, be not far from me : 

O my God, make haste for my help. 

Let them be confounded and consumed that 
are adversaries to my soul; 

Let them be covered with reproach and dis- 
honour that seek my hurt. 

But I will hope continually. 

And will yet praise thee more and more. 

My mouth shall shew forth thy righteous- 
ness 

all who are growing old. 
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And thy salvation all the day; 

For I know not the numbers thereof, 

I will go in the strength of the Lord God: 

I will make mention of thy righteousness, 
even of thine only. 

O God, thou hast taught me from my youth : 

And hitherto have I declared thy wondrous 
works. 

Now also when I am old and greyheaded, O 
God, forsake me not; 

Until I have shewed thy strength unto this 
generation. 

And thy power to every one that is to 
come. 

Thy righteousness also, O God, is very high. 

Who hast done great things : 

0 God, who is like unto thee! 

Thou, which hast shewed me great and sore 
troubles, 

Shalt quicken me again. 

And shalt bring me up again from the depths 
of the earth. 

Thou shalt increase my greatness. 

And comfort me on every side. 

1 will also praise thee with the psaltery. 

Even thy truth, O my God: 

Unto thee will I sing with the harp, 1 

O thou Holy One of Israel. 

My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing 
unto thee; 

And my soul, which thou hast redeemed. 

My tongue also shall talk of thy righteous- 
ness all the day long: 

For they are confounded, for they are brought 
unto shame, that seek my hurt. 


And moon endure, throughout all genera- 
tions. 

He shall come down like ram. upon the mown 
grass : 

As showers that water the earth. 

In his days shall the righteous flourish; 

And abundance of peace so long as the moon 
endureth. 

He shall have dominion also from sea to 
sea. 

And from the river unto the ends of the 
earth. 

They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow 
before him; 

And his enemies shall lick the dust. 

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall 
bring presents: 

The kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer 
gifts. 

Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: 
All nations shall serve him. 

For he shall deliver the needy when he 
crieth; 

The poor also, and him that hath no helper. 
He shall spare the poor and needy. 

And shall save the souls of the needy. 

He shall redeem their soul from deceit and 
violence: 

And precious shall their blood be in his 
sight. 

And he shall live, and to him shall be given 
of the gold of Sheba: 

Prayer also shall be made for him continually; 
And daily shall he be praised. 

There shall be an handful of com in the 
earth upon the top of the mountains; 
The fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon: 
And they of the city shall flourish like grass 
of the earth. 

His name shall endure for ever: 

His name shall be continued as long as the 
sun: 

And men shall be blessed in him: 

All nations shall call him blessed. 

Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, 
Who only doeth wondrous things. 

And blessed be his glorious name for ever: 
And let the whole earth be filled with his 
glory; 

Amen, and Amen. 

The prayers of David the son of Jesse are 
ended. 

_ 1 Yhe recent excavations at Ur show that two types of harp were used for religious purposes. One was 
large and rested on the ground; the other, of smaller design, could be easily carried, and was frequently used 
m processions. These small harps were held in the left hand, and played with the fingers of the right hand, 
with or without a plectrum. 


72 A Psalm for Solomon. 

GIVE the king thy judgments, O 
God, 

And thy righteousness unto the king’s son. 
He shall judge thy people with righteous- 
ness. 

And thy poor with judgment. 

The mountains shall bring peace to the 
people. 

And the little hills, by righteousness. 

He shall judge the poor of the people, 

He shall save the children of the needy, 
And shall break in pieces the oppressor. 
They shall fear thee as long as the sun 
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IT IS THE LORD’S DAY Psalms 73 „ 83 

We cannot read the following Psalms without feeling the atmosphere of ' the Sabbath. 
They are not the only songs in the Psalter that tune our hearts to warship. Scattered 
throughout the book there are many other hymns and choruses that have been arranged* 
if not specially written, for the services and festivals of the Temple. We must not forget 
that the Book of Psalms is primarily a collection of individual songs, composed at 
different times by many different writers ; and brought together for the convenient use 
of the people of God. It is a hymn book and prayer bookfor worshippers in the exercise 
of their public and private devotions. It was not planned to be read as we are reading iL 
It is simply a book of separate poems. But there is nothing to prevent us, indeed much 
spiritual profit may be gained by setting down and sharing with others the impressions 
these poems make upon us as we go through them in the order in which they are given . 
That is what we are trying to do. It seemed to us when we first found these songs that 
they belonged as much to the road as to the Temple; that they were written by and for 
men like ourselves, who believe in God but find the way through life to he at times hard 
and difficult. Drawn by the strains of cheer and courage , we have become part of their 
company, and already travelled far with them . Now we have reached what would 
appear to be, from the character of the hymns we hear them singing, the keeping of a holy 
Sabbath . There are praises for the Sanctuary, for the Law, and the Covenant ; the 
memories and meditations that always wait on the hour of prayer; and that sense of 
God's goodness which always sanctifies the service of worship. As travellers on this road 
of life we need these Sabbath breaks. We need a day of rest and a place of rest „ Above 
all we need the rest and refreshment of soul that worship, and worship alone, can give . 



TRULY God is good to Israel 
Even to such as are of a clean heart. 

But as for me, my feet were almost gone; 
My steps had well nigh slipped. 

For I was envious at the foolish. 

When I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 
For there are no bands in their death: 

But their strength is firm. 

They are not in trouble as other men; 
Neither are they plagued like other men. 
Therefore pride compasseth them about as 
a chain; 

Violence covereth them as a garment. 

Their eyes stand out with fatness: 

They have more than heart could wish. 
They are corrupt, and speak wickedly con- 
cerning oppression: 

They speak loftily. 

They set their mouth against the heavens. 
And their tongue walketh through the 
earth. 

Therefore his people return hither: 

And waters of a full cup are wrung out to 
them. 

And they say. How doth God know? 


And is there knowledge in the most High? 
Behold, these are the ungodly. 

Who prosper in the world; they increase in 
riches. 

Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, 
And washed my hands in innocency. 

For all the day long have I been plagued. 
And chastened every morning. 

If I say, I will speak thus; 

Behold, I should offend against the genera- 
tion of thy children. 

When I thought to know this, 

It was too painful for me; 

Until I went into the sanctuary of God; 
Then understood I their end. 

Surely thou didst set them in slippery places: 
Thou castedst them down into destruction. 
How are they brought into desolation, as in 
a moment! 

They are utterly consumed with terrors. 

As a dream when one awaketh; 

So, O Lord, when thou awakest, thou shalt 
despise their image. 

Thus my heart was grieved. 

And I was pricked in my reins. 

So foolish was I, and ignorant: 

I was as a beast before thee. 
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Nevertheless I am continually with thee: 

Thou hast holden me by my right hand. 

Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, 

And afterward receive me to glory. 

Whom have I in heaven but thee? 

And there is none upon earth that I desire 
beside thee. 

My flesh and my heart faileth: 

But God is the strength of my heart, and my 
portion for ever. 

For, lo, they that are far from thee shall 
perish: 

Thou hast destroyed all them that go a whor- 
ing from thee. 

But it is good for me to draw near to God: 

I have put my trust in the Lord God, 

That I may declare all thy works. 
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Maschil of Asaph. 



O GOD, why hast thou cast us off 
for ever? 

Why doth thine anger smoke against the 
sheep of thy pasture? 

Remember thy congregation, which thou 
hast purchased of old; 

The rod of thine inheritance, which thou 
hast redeemed; 

This mount Zion, wherein thou hast dwelt. 

Lift up thy feet unto the perpetual desola- 
tions; 


Even all that the enemy hath done wickedly 
in the sanctuary. 

Thine enemies roar in the midst of thy con- 
gregations; 

They set up their ensigns for signs. 

A man was famous according as he had 
lifted up 

Axes upon the thick trees. 

But now they break down the carved work 
thereof at once 

With axes and hammers. 

They have cast fire into thy sanctuary, 

They have defiled by casting down the 
dwelling place of thy name to the ground. 

They said in their hearts, Let us destroy 
them together: 

They have burned up all the synagogues of 
God in the land. 

We see not our signs: 

There is no more any prophet: 

Neither is there among us any that knoweth 
how long. 

O God, how long shall the adversary re- 
proach ? 

Shall the enemy blaspheme thy name for 
ever? 

Why withdrawest thou thy hand, even thy 
right hand? 

Pluck it out of thy bosorn. 

For God is my King of old. 

Working salvation in the midst of the earth. 

Thou didst divide the sea by thy strength: 
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Thou hast made summer and winter 


Thou brakest the heads of the dragons in the 
waters. 

Thou brakest the heads of leviathan in 
pieces. 

And gavest him to be meat to the people in- 
habiting the wilderness. 

Thou didst cleave the fountain and the 
flood; 

Thou driedst up mighty rivers. 

The day is thine, the night also is thine: 

Thou hast prepared the light and the sun. 

Thou hast set all the borders of the earth: 

Thou hast made summer and winter. 

Remember this, that the enemy hath re- 
proached, O Lord, 

And that the foolish people have blasphemed 
thy name. 

0 deliver not the soul of thy turtledove unto 
the multitude of the wicked: 

Forget not the congregation of thy poor for 
ever. 

Have respect unto the covenant: 

For the dark places of the earth are full of 
the habitations of cruelty. 

O let not the oppressed return ashamed: 

Let the poor and needy praise thy name. 

Arise, O God, plead thine own cause: 

Remember how the foolish man reproacheth 
thee daily. 

Forget not the voice of thine enemies : 

The tumult of those that rise up against thee 
increaseth continually. 


To the chief Musician, Al-taschith, A 
Psalm or Song of Asaph. 

UNTO thee, O God, do we give 
thanks, 

Unto thee do we give thanks; for that thy 
name is near 

Thy wondrous works declare. 

When I shall receive the congregation 

I will judge uprightly. 

The earth and all the inhabitants thereof are 
dissolved: 

I bear up the pillars of it. [Selah.] 

I said unto the fools. Deal not foolishly: 

And to the wicked. Lift not up the horn : 

Lift not up your horn on high : 

Speak not with a stiff neck. 

For promotion cometh neither from the east, 
nor from the west. 

Nor from the south. 

But God is the judge: 

He putteth down one, and setteth up an- 
other. 

For in the hand of the Lord there is a cup, 
and the wine is red; 

It is full of mixture, and he poureth out of 
the same: 

But the dregs thereof, all the wicked of the 
earth shall wring them out, and drink 
them. 

But I will declare for ever; 

I will sing praises to the God of Jacob. 
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All the horns of the wicked also will 1 cut off; 
But the horns of the righteous shall be 
exalted. 
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The years of ancient times. 

1 call to remembrance my song in the night: 
I commune with mine own heart: 

And my spirit made diligent search. 

Will the Lord cast off for ever? 

And will he be favourable no more? 

Is Ms mercy dean gone for ever? 

Doth Ms promise fail for evermore? 

Hath God forgotten to be gracious? 

Hath he in anger shut up Ms tender mercies? 

[SdahJ 

And I said, TMs is my infirmity: 

But I will remember the years of the right 
hand of the most High. 

I will remember the works of the Lord: 
Surely I will remember thy wonders of old. 
I will meditate also of all thy work. 

And talk of thy doings. 

Thy way* O God, is in the sanctuary: 

Who is so great a God as our God? 

Thou art the God that doest wonders: 
Thou hast declared thy strength among the 
people. 

Thou hast with thine arm redeemed thy 
people. 

The sons of Jacob and Joseph. [Selah.] 
The waters saw thee, O God, 

The waters saw thee; they were afraid: 

The depths also were troubled. 

The clouds poured out water: 

The skies sent out a sound: 

Thine arrows also went abroad. 

The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven: 
The lightnings lightened the world: 

The earth trembled and shook. 

Thy way is in the sea. 

And thy path in the great waters. 

And thy footsteps are not known. 

Thou leddest thy people like a flock 
By the hand of Moses and Aaron. 


To the chief Musician on Neginoth, A 
Psalm or Song of Asaph. 

IN Judah is God known: 1 
His name is great in Israel. 

In Salem also is Ms tabernacle. 

And Ms dwelling place in Zion. 

There brake he the arrows of the bow. 

The sMeld, and the sword, and the battle. 

[Selah.] 

Thou art more glorious and excellent than 
the mountains of prey. 

The stouthearted are spoiled, they have slept 
their sleep: 

And none of the men of might have found 
their hands. 

At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, 

Both the chariot and horse are cast into a 
dead sleep. 

Thou, even thou, art to be feared: 

And who may stand in thy sight when once 
thou art angry? 

Thou didst cause judgment to be heard from 
heaven; 

The earth feared, and was still. 

When God arose to judgment. 

To save all the meek of the earth. [Selah.] 

Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: 

The remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain. 

Vow, and pay unto the Lord your God: 

Let all that be round about him bring 
presents unto him that ought to be feared. 

He shall cut off the spirit of princes: 

He is terrible to the kings of the earth. 

rt.rt; To the chief Musician, to Jeduthun, A 
/ / Psalm of Asaph. 

I CRIED unto God with my voice, 

Even unto God with my vbiee; and he gave 
ear unto me. 

In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord: 

My sore ran in the night, and ceased not: 

My soul refused to be comforted. 

I remembered God, and was troubled: 

I complained, and my spirit was over- 
whelmed. [Selah.] 

Thou holdest mine eyes waking: 

I am so troubled that I cannot speak. 

I have considered the days of old, 

1 To our surprise Charles Kingsley speaks of this as his favourite Psalm. It would be interesting to know 
in what way it appealed to him. And it makes us think that Psalms that do not directly speak to us may have 
a message from God to someone else, and be speaking to them very dearly. We each have to find our own. 
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GIVE ear, O my people, to my law: 
Incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
I will open my mouth in a parable: 

I will utter dark sayings of old: 

WMch we have heard and known. 

And our fathers have told us. 

We will not Mde them from their children, 
Shewing to the generation to come the 
praises of the Lord, 



And bis strength* and his wonderful works 
that he hath done. 

For he established a testimony in Jacoby 
And appointed a law in Israel* 

Which he commanded our fathers* 

That they should make them known to their 
children: 

That the generation to come might know 
them* even the children which should be 
bom; 

Who should arise and declare them to their 
children: 

That they might set their hope in God* 

And not forget the works of God* 

But keep his commandments: 

And might not be as their fathers* 

A stubborn and rebellious generation; 

A generation that set not their heart aright* 
And whose spirit was not stedfast with God. 
The children of Ephraim* being armed* and 
carrying bows* 

Turned back in the day of battle. 

They kept not the covenant of God* 

And refused to walk in his law; 

And forgat his works* 

And his wonders that he had shewed them. 
Marvellous things did he in the sight of their 
fathers* 

In the land of Egypt* in the field of Zoan. 
He divided the sea* and caused them to pass 
through; 

And he made the waters to stand as an heap. 
In the daytime also he led them with a cloud* 
And all the night with a light of fire. 

He clave the rocks in the wilderness. 

And gave them drink as out of the great 
depths. 

He brought streams also out of the rock* 
And caused waters to run down like rivers. 
And they sinned yet more against him 
By provoking the most High in the wilder- 
ness. 

And they tempted God in their heart 
By asking meat for their lust. 

Yea* they spake against God; 

They said* Can God furnish a table in the 
wilderness? 

Behold* he smote the rock* that the waters 
gushed out* 

And the streams overflowed; 

Can he give bread also? 

Can he provide flesh for his people? 
Therefore the Lord heard this* and was 
wroth: 

So a fire was kindled against Jacob* 

And anger also came up against Israel; 
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Because they believed not in God* 

And trusted not in his salvation: 

Though he had commanded the clouds from 
above* 

And opened the doors of heaven* 

And had rained down manna upon them to 
eat* 

And had given them of the com of heaven. 
Man did eat angels 5 food: . 

He sent them meat to the full. 

He caused an east wind to blow in the 
heaven: 

And by his power he brought in the south 
wind. 

He rained flesh also upon them as dust* 

And feathered fowls like as the sand of the 
sea: 

And he let it fall in the midst of their camp* 
Round about their habitations. 

So they did eat* and were well filled: 

For he gave them their own desire; 

They were not estranged from their lust. 
But while their meat was yet in their mouths* 
The wrath of God came upon them* 

And slew the fattest of them* 

And smote down the chosen men of Israel. 
For all this they sinned still* 

And believed not for his wondrous works. 
Therefore their days did he consume in 
vanity* 

And their years in trouble. 

When he slew them, then they sought him: 
And they returned and enquired early after 
God. 

And they remembered that God was their 
rock* 

And the high God their redeemer. 
Nevertheless they did flatter him with their 
mouth* 

And they lied unto him with their tongues. 
For their heart was not right with him* 
Neither were they stedfast in his covenant. 
But he* being full of compassion* forgave 
their iniquity* and destroyed them not: 
Yea* many a time turned he his anger away* 
And did not stir up all his wrath. 

For he remembered that they were but 
flesh; 

A wind that passeth away* and cometh not 
again. 

How oft did they provoke him in the wilder- 
ness, 

And grieve him in the desert! 

Yea, they turned back and tempted God* 
And limited the Holy One of Israel. 

They remembered not his hand* 
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Nor the day when he delivered them from 
the enemy. 

How he had wrought his signs in Egypt, 
And his wonders in the field of Zoan: 

And had turned their rivers into blood; 

And their floods, that they could not drink. 
He sent divers sorts of flies among them, 
which devoured them; 

And frogs, which destroyed them. 

He gave also their increase unto the cater- 
piller. 

And their labour unto the locust. 

He destroyed their vines with hail. 

And their sycomore trees with frost. 

He gave up their cattle also to the hail, 

And their flocks to hot thunderbolts. 

He cast upon them the fierceness of his 
anger. 

Wrath, and indignation, and trouble. 

By sending evil angels among them. 

He made a way to his anger; 

He spared not their soul from death. 

But gave their life over to the pestilence; 
And smote all- the firstborn in Egypt; 

The chief of their strength in the taber- 
nacles of Ham: 

But made his own people to go forth like 
sheep. 

And guided them in the wilderness like a 
flock. 

And he led them on safely, so that they 
feared not: 

But the sea overwhelmed their enemies. 
And he brought them to the border of his 
sanctuary. 

Even to this mountain, which his right hand 
: ' had purchased. 

He cast out the heathen also before them. 
And divided them an inheritance by line, 
And made the tribes of Israel to dwell in 
their tents. 

Yet they tempted and provoked the most 
high God,' 

And kept not his testimonies : 

But turned back, and dealt unfaithfully like 
their fathers: 

They were turned aside like a deceitful 
bow. 

For they provoked him to anger with their 
high places. 

And moved him to jealousy with their 
graven images. 

When God heard this, he was wroth, 

And greatly abhorred Israel: 

So that he forsook the tabernacle 
The tent which he placed among 


And delivered his strength into captivity. 

And Ms glory into the enemy’s hand. 

He gave Ms people over also unto the sword; 

And was wroth with Ms inheritance. 

The fire consumed their young men; 

And their maidens were not given to 
marriage. 

Their priests fell by the sword; 

And their widows made no lamentation. 

Then the Lord awaked as one out of sleep. 

And like a mighty man that shouteth by 
reason of wine. 

And he smote Ms enemies in the hinder 
parts: 

He put them to a perpetual reproach. 

Moreover he refused the tabernacle of 
Joseph, 

And chose not the tribe of Ephraim: 

But chose the tribe of Judah, 

The mount Zion wMch he loved. 

And he built Ms sanctuary like Mgh palaces. 

Like the earth wMch he hath established for 
ever. 

He chose David also Ms servant. 

And took him from the sheepfolds: 

From following the ewes great with young 
he brought Mm 

To feed Jacob Ms people, and Israel Ms in- 
heritance. 

So he fed them according to the integrity of 
Ms heart; 

And guided them by the skilfulness of Ms 
hands. 



O GOD, the heathen are come into 
thine inheritance; 

Thy holy temple have they defiled; 

They have laid Jerusalem on heaps. 

The dead bodies of thy servants have they 
given to be meat unto the fowls of the 
heaven. 

The flesh of thy saints unto the beasts of the 
earth. 

Their blood have they shed like water round 
about Jerusalem; 

And there was none to bury them. 

We are become a reproach to our neigh- 
bours, 

A scorn and derision to them that are round 
about us. 

How long. Lord? wilt thou be angry for 
ever? 

Shall thy jealousy bum like fire? 


of Shiloh, 


men; 
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Pour out thy wrath upon the heathen that 
have not known thee. 

And upon the kingdoms that have not called 
upon thy name. 

For they have devoured Jacob, 

And laid waste his dwelling place. 

0 remember not against us former iniqui- 
ties: 

Let thy tender mercies speedily prevent us: 

For we are brought very low. 

Help us, O God of our salvation, for the 
glory of thy name: 

And deliver us, and purge away our sins, for 
thy name’s sake. 

Wherefore should the heathen say. Where is 
their God? 

Let him be known among the heathen in our 
sight 

By the revenging of the blood of thy serv- 
ants which is shed. 

Let the sighing of the prisoner come before 
thee; 

According to the greatness of thy power 
preserve thou those that are appointed to 
die; 

And render unto our neighbours sevenfold 
into their bosom 

Their reproach, wherewith they have re- 
proached thee, O Lord. 

So we thy people and sheep of thy pasture 

Will give thee thanks for ever: 

We will shew forth thy praise to all genera- 
tions. 


To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim- 
Eduth, A Psalm of Asaph. 

GIVE ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
Thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; 

Thou that dwellest between the cherubims, 
shine forth. 

Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manas- 
seh stir up thy strength. 

And come and save us. 

Turn us again, O God, 

And cause thy face to shine; and we shall be 
saved. 

O Lord God of hosts. 

How long wilt thou be angry against the 
prayer of thy people? 

Thou feedest them with the bread of tears; 
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And givest them tears to drink in great 
measure. 

Thou makest us a strife unto our neighbours : 
And our enemies laugh among themselves. 
Turn us again, O God of hosts, 

And cause thy face to shine ; and we shall be 
saved. 

Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: 
Thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted 
it. 

Thou preparedst room before it, 

And didst cause it to take deep root, and it 
filled the land. 

The hills were covered with the shadow of it. 
And the boughs thereof were like the goodly 
cedars. 

She sent out her boughs unto the sea. 

And her branches unto the river. 

Why hast thou then broken down her hedges. 
So that all they which pass by the way do 
pluck her? 

The boar out of the wood doth waste it. 
And the wild beast of the field doth devour it. 
Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: 
Look down from heaven, and behold, and 
visit this vine; 

And the vineyard which thy right hand hath 
planted. 

And the branch that thou madest strong for 
thyself. 

It is burned with fire, it is cut down: 

They perish at the rebuke of thy counte- 
nance. 

Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right 
hand, 

Upon the son of man whom thou madest 
strong for thyself. 

So will not we go back from thee: 

Quicken us, and we will call upon thy name. 
Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts. 

Cause thy face to shine; and we shall be 
saved. 


Q -g To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A 
0 j[ Psalm of Asaph. 

SING aloud unto God our strength: 
Make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob. 
Take a psalm, and bring hither the timbrel* 1 
The pleasant harp with the psaltery. 

Blow up the trumpet 2 in the new moon. 



1 It is better to think ot this instrument as a drum, in the ordinary sense of the word, than as a tambourine. 
In the Old Testament only one word is used for these two instruments, but it is known, from the usage of 
other Semites, that the drum played an important part in worship. They were of various sizes, the large ones 
for stationary use, and small ones for processions. 

2 In this case a horn. For metal trumpets in brass or metal, cp. Ps. 98, 6. 
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In the time appointed, on our solemn feast 
day. 

For this was a statute for Israel, 

And a law of the God of Jacob. 

This he ordained in Joseph for a testimony, 
When he went out through the land of Egypt : 
Where I heard a language that I understood 
not. 

I removed his shoulder from the burden: 
His hands were delivered from the pots. 
Thou calledst in trouble, and I delivered 
thee; 

I answered thee in the secret place of thunder : 
I proved thee at the waters of Meribah. 

[Selah.] 


Defend the poor and fatherless: 

Do justice to the afflicted and needy. 
Deliver the poor and needy: 

Rid them out of the hand of the wicked. 
They know not, neither will they under- 
stand; 

They walk on in darkness: 

All the foundations of the earth are out of 
course. 

I have said. Ye are gods; 

And all of you are children of the most High. 
But ye shall die like men. 

And fall like one of the princes. 

Arise, O God, judge the earth: 

For thou shalt inherit all nations. 


Hear, O my people, and I will testify unto 
thee: 

0 Israel, if thou wilt hearken unto me; 

There shall no strange god be in thee; 

Neither shalt thou worship any strange god. 

1 am the Lord thy God, 

Which brought thee out of the land of Egypt : 

Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it. 

But my people would not hearken to my 
voice; 

And Israel would none of me. 

So I gave them up unto their own hearts’ 
lust: 

And they walked in their own counsels. 

Oh that my people had hearkened unto me, 

And Israel had walked in my ways! 

I should soon have subdued their enemies. 

And turned my hand against their adver- 
saries. 

The haters of the Lord should have sub- 
mitted themselves unto him: 

But their time should have endured for ever. 

He should have fed them also with the finest 
of the wheat: 

And with honey out of the rock should I 
; have satisfied thee. ■ ,:■■■ .. . 
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A Psalm of Asaph. 
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A Song or Psalm of Asaph. 


GOD standeth in the congregation of 
the mighty; 

He judgeth among the gods. 

How long will ye judge unjustly. 

And accept the persons of the wicked? 

[Selah.] 


KEEP not thou silence, O God: 

Hold not thy peace, and be not still, O God. 

For, lo, thine enemies make a tumult: 

And they that hate thee have lifted up the 
head. 

They have taken crafty counsel against thy 
people. 

And consulted against thy hidden ones. 

They have said. Come, and let us cut them 
off from being a nation; 

That the name of Israel may be no more in 
remembrance. 

For they have consulted together with one 
consent: 

They are confederate against thee: 

The tabernacles of Edom, and the Ish- 
maeliies; 

Of Moab, and the Hagarenes; 

Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek; 

The Philistines with the inhabitants of Tyre; 

Assur also is joined with them: 

They have holpen the children of Lot. 

[Selah.] 

Do unto them as unto the Midianites; 1 

As to Sisera, as to Jabin, at the brook of 
Kison: 

Which perished at En-dor: 

They became as dung for the earth. 

Make their nobles like Oreb, and like Zeeb: 

Yea, all their princes as Zebah, and as Zal- 
rniuina: 

Who said. Let us take to ourselves 


Before we condemn the Psalmist for praying that his enemies might be destroyed, let us remember that 
tins seemed to him to be the only way of getting rid of the evils that were corrupting the world; and that in 
practice the method is not far removed from that which is adopted to-day when foot-and-mouth disease breaks 
out. At the same time we must not forget that we have been taught to distinguish between evil and evil-doers 
and to pray for our enemies. Cf. p. 615, note; p. 646, note. 
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The houses of God in possession. 

0 my God, make them like a wheel; 

As the stubble before the wind. 

As the fire bumeth a wood. 

And as the flame setteth the mountains on 
fire; 

So persecute them with thy tempest. 

And make them afraid with thy storm. 


Fill their faces with shame; 

That they may seek thy name, O Lord. 

Let them, be confounded and troubled for 
ever; 

Yea, let them be put to shame, and perish: 
That men may know that thou, whose name 
alone is JEHOVAH, 

Art the most high over all the earth. 


THE LORD S HOUSE Psalms 84 — 89 

How often in out wanderings have we turned with gladness to the open door of the 
House of God! To the singers of these songs there was one beloved abode, one dwelling- 
place under the shadow of the Almighty where the soul of man could find the peace and 
joy of heavenly communion . But we have many sanctuaries . Every highway , and 
almost every byway, that winds through the meadows or over the hills will bring us to 
the courts of Heaven • Like the Psalmist , we prize the experiences that have hallowed 
our visits to the House of God . His songs recall them, and have this added merit: they 
quicken and enrich our seme of worship, and hold our brief experiences in the halls of 


memory, until the world seems to become a 

To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A 
Psalm for the sons of Korah. 

HOW amiable are thy tabernacles, 

O Lord of hosts! 

My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the 
courts of the Lord: 

My heart and my flesh crieth out for the 
living God. 

Yea, the sparrow hath found an house. 

And the swallow a nest for herself, where 
she may lay her young. 

Even thine altars, O Lord of hosts. 

My King, and my God. 

Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: 
They will be still praising thee. [Selah.] 
Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; 
In whose heart are the ways of them. 

Who passing through the valley of Baca 
make it a well; 

The rain also filleth the pools. 

They go from strength to strength. 

Every one of them in Zion appeareth before 
God. 

0 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer: 

Give ear, O God of Jacob. [Selah.] 

Behold, O God our shield. 

And look upon the face of thine anointed. 
For a day in thy courts is better than a 
; thousand. 

1 had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of 
my God, 

Than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. 
For the Lord God is a sun and shield: 


temple filled with the Glory of God . 

The Lord will give grace and glory: 

No good thing will he withhold from them 
that walk uprightly. 

0 Lord of hosts. 

Blessed is the man that trusteth in thee. 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the 
sons of Korah. 

LORD, thou hast been favourable 
unto thy land: 

Thou hast brought back the captivity of 
Jacob. 

Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, 
Thou hast covered all their sin. [Selah.] 
Thou hast taken away all thy wrath: 

Thou hast turned thyself from the fierceness 
of thine anger. 

Turn us, O God of our salvation, 

And cause thine anger toward us to cease. 
Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? 

Wilt thou draw out thine anger to all genera- 
tions? 

Wilt thou not revive us again: 

That thy people may rejoice in thee? 

Shew us thy mercy, O Lord, 

And grant us thy salvation. 

1 will hear what God the Lord will speak: 
For he will speak peace unto his people, and 

to his saints: 

But let them not turn again to folly. 

Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear 
him; 

That glory may dwell in our land. 
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Mercy and truth are met together; 
Ri gh teousness and peace have kissed each 
other. 

Truth shall spring out of the earth; 

And righteousness shall look down from 
heaven. 

Yea, the Lord shall give that which is good; 
And our land shall yield her increase. 
Righteousness shall go before him; 

And shall set us in the way of his steps. 
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A Prayer of David. 


BOW down thine ear, O Lord, hear 
me: 

For I am poor and needy. 

Preserve my soul; for I am holy: 

O thou my God, save thy servant that 
trusteth in thee. 

Be merciful unto me, O Lord: 

For I cry unto thee daily. 

Rejoice the soul of thy servant: 

For unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my 
soul. 

For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to for- 
give; 

And plenteous in mercy unto all them that 
call upon thee. 

Give ear, O Lord, unto my prayer; 

And attend to the voice of my supplications. 

In the day of my trouble I will call upon 
thee: 

For thou wilt answer me. 

Among the gods there is none like unto thee, 
OLord; 

Neither are there any works like unto thy 
works. 

All nations whom thou hast made shall come 
and worship before thee, O Lord; 

And shall glorify thy name. 

For thou art great, and doest wondrous 
things: 

Thou art God alone. 

Teach me thy way, O Lord; I will walk in 
thy truth: 


Unite my heart to fear thy name. 

I will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all 
my heart: 

And I will glorify thy name for evermore. 

For great is thy mercy toward me: 

And thou hast delivered my soul from the 
lowest hell. 

O God, the proud are risen against me. 

And the assemblies of violent men have 
sought after my soul; 

And have not set thee before them. 

But thou, O Lord, art a God full of com- 
passion, and gracious, 

Longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and 
truth. 

O turn unto me, and have mercy upon me; 

Give thy strength unto thy servant. 

And save the son of thine handmaid. 

Shew me a token for good; 

That they which hate me may see it, and be 
ashamed: 

Because thou. Lord, hast holpen me, and 
comforted me. 
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A Psalm or Song for the sons of Korah. 


HIS foundation is in the holy moun- 
tains. 

The Lord loveth the gates of Zion 

More than all the dwellings of Jacob. 

Glorious things are spoken of thee, 

0 city of God. [SeJahJ 

1 will make mention of Rahab and Babylon 
to them that know me: 

Behold Philistia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia; 

This man was bom there. 

And of Zion it shall be said. This and that 
man was bom in her: 

And the highest himself shall establish her. 

The Lord shall count, when he writeth up 
the people. 

That this man was bom there. 1 [Selah.] 

As well the singers as the players on instru- 
ments shall be there: 


All my springs are in thee. 

1 Some Psalms are like ‘the cup that runneth over*. We feel they mean more than they say. The bare 
literal mte rpretation of the text is not sufficient to hold the thought that overflows the words. This is one of 
mem. what it actually says is, that Jerusalem is a Jew’s spiritual birthplace, no matter where he was bom. 
But it says it m such a way that, with our Christian knowledge of God, the thought of a wider application of 
its meaning rushes like a flood of revelation to our minds. God’s worshippers are not limited to Jews; His 
toUowers are drawn from every nation. And the song inspires a vision the singer never dreamed was there, 
w c not infrequently happens with these songs. To us, then, the Psalm suggests the lovely picture of God 
looiong at the different countries of the world, and saying of first one and then another of them, ‘This follower 
that, was bom there*. We see a great company being drawn from every land and nation, and the 
great and gracious God saying, T will Myself build them a glorious city; it shall be called the Mother-city, 
or tnev shall there, like children of one family, and I will write their names, the names of all of them, 
iving them a birth-right Id the privileges of citizenship in the Jerusalem erf Heaven*. 


for they shall 
on the city’s 


God is to be had in reverence of all them that are about Him 


I 




00 A Song or Psalm for the sons of Korah, to 
OO t ^ ie Musician upon Mahalath Lean- 
^ V noth* Maschil of Heman the Ezrahite. 

0 LORD God of my salvation* 

1 have cried day and night before thee: 

Let my prayer come before thee: 

Incline thine ear unto my cry; 

For my soul is full of troubles : 

And my life draweth nigh unto the grave. 

I am counted with them that go down into 
the pit: 

I am as a man that hath no strength: 

Free among the dead* 

Like the slain that lie in the grave* 

Whom thou rememberest no more: 

And they are cut off from thy hand. 

Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit* 

In darkness* in the deeps. 

Thy wrath lieth hard upon me* 

And thou hast afflicted me with all thy waves. 

[Selah.] 

Thou hast put away mine acquaintance far 
from me; 

Thou hast made me an abomination unto 
them: 

I am shut up* and I cannot come forth. 
Mine eye mourneth by reason of afflic- 
tion: 


I am afflicted and ready to die from my 
youth up: 

While I suffer thy terrors I am distracted. 
Thy fierce wrath goeth over me; 

Thy terrors have cut me off. 

They came round about me daily like water; 
They compassed me about together. 

Lover and friend hast thou put far from me* 
And mine acquaintance into darkness. 

Maschil of Ethan the Ezrahite. 

I WILL sing of the mercies of the 
Lord for ever: 

With my mouth will I make known thy 
faithfulness to all generations. 

For I have said* Mercy shall be built up for 
ever: 

Thy faithfulness shalt thou establish in the 
very heavens. 

I have made a covenant with my chosen* 

I have sworn unto David my servant* 

Thy seed will I establish for ever* 

And build up thy throne to all generations. 

[Selah.] 

And the heavens shall praise thy wonders* 
O Lord: 

Thy faithfulness also in the congregation of 



Lord* I have called daily upon thee* 

I have stretched out my hands unto thee. 

Wilt thou shew wonders to the dead? 

Shall the dead arise and praise thee? [Selah.] 

Shall thy lovingkindness be declared in the 
grave? 

Or thy faithfulness in destruction? 

Shall thy wonders be known in the dark? 

And thy righteousness in the land of for- 
getfulness? 

But unto thee have I cried* 0 Lord* 

And in the morning shall my prayer prevent 
thee. 

Lord* why castest thou off my soul? 

Why hidest thou thy face from me? 


the saints. 

For who in the heaven can be compared 
unto the Lord? 

Who among the sons of the mighty can be 
likened unto the Lord? 

God is greatly to be feared in the assembly 
of the saints* 

And to be had in reverence of all them that 
are about him. 

O Lord God of hosts* 

Who is a strong Lord like unto thee? 

Or to thy faithfulness round about thee? 

Thou rulest the raging of the sea: 

When the waves thereof arise* thou stillest 
them. 
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Thou hast broken Rahab in pieces* as one 
that is slain; 

Thou hast scattered thine enemies with thy 
strong arm. 

The heavens are thine* the earth also is thine : 
As for the world and the fulness thereof* 
thou hast founded them. 

The north and the south thou hast created 
them: 

Tabor and Hermon shall rejoice in thy name. 
Thou hast a mighty arm: 

Strong is thy hand* and high is thy right 
hand. 

Justice and judgment are the habitation of 
thy throne: 

Mercy and truth shall go before thy face. 
Blessed is the people that know the joyful 
sound: 

They shall walk* O Lord* in the light of thy 
countenance. 

In thy name shall they rejoice all the day: 
And in thy righteousness shall they be 
exalted. 

For thou art the glory of their strength: 

And in thy favour our horn shall be exalted. 
For the Lord is our defence; 

And the Holy One of Israel is our king. 
Then thou spakest in vision to thy holy one* 
And saidst* I have laid help upon one that is 
mighty; 

I have exalted one chosen out of the people. 
I have found David my servant; 

With my holy oil have I anointed him: 
With whom my hand shall be established: 
Mine arm also shall strengthen him. 

The enemy shall not exact upon him; 

Nor the son of wickedness afflict him. 

And I will beat down his foes before his 
face* 

And plague them that hate him. 

But my faithfulness and my mercy shall be 
with him: 

And in my name shall his horn be exalted. 

I will set his hand also in the sea* 

And his right hand in the rivers. 

He shall cry unto me* Thou art my father* 
My God* and the rock of my salvation. 

Also I will make him my firstborn* 

Higher than the kings of the earth. 

My mercy will I keep for him for evermore* 
And my covenant shall stand fast with him. 
His seed also will I make to endure for ever* 
And his throne as the days of heaven. 

If his children forsake my law* 

And walk not in my judgments; 

If they break my statutes* 


And keep not my commandments; 

Then will I visit their transgression with the 
rod* 

And their iniquity with stripes. 
Nevertheless my lovingkindness will I not 
utterly take from him* 

Nor suffer my faithfulness to fail. 

My covenant will I not break* 

Nor alter the thing that is gone out of my 
lips. 

Once have I sworn by my holiness 
That I will not lie unto David. 

His seed shall endure for ever* 

And his throne as the sun before me. 

It shall be established for ever as the moon* 
And as a faithful witness in heaven. [Selah.] 
But thou hast cast off and abhorred* 

Thou hast been wroth with thine anointed. 
Thou hast made void the covenant of thy 
servant: 

Thou hast profaned his crown by casting it 
to the ground. 

Thou hast broken down all his hedges; 
Thou hast brought his strong holds to ruin. 
All that pass by the way spoil him: 

He is a reproach to his neighbours. 

Thou hast set up the right hand of his 
adversaries; 

Thou hast made all his enemies to rejoice. 
Thou hast also turned the edge of his sword* 
And hast not made him to stand in the battle. 
Thou hast made his glory to cease* 

And cast his throne down to the ground. 
The days of his youth hast thou shortened: 
Thou hast covered him with shame. [Selah.] 
How long* Lord? wilt thou hide thyself for 
ever? 

Shall thy wrath bum like fire? 

Remember how short my time is : 
Wherefore hast thou made all men in vain? 
What man is he that liveth* and shall not see 
death? 

Shall he deliver his soul from the hand of the 
grave? [Selah j 

Lord, where are thy former lovingkindnesses* 
Which thou swarest unto David in thy truth? 
Remember* Lord* the reproach of thy serv- 
ants; 

How I do bear in my bosom the reproach of 
all the mighty people; 

Wherewith thine enemies have reproached* 
O Lord; 

Wherewith they have reproached the foot- 
steps of thine anointed. 

Blessed be the Lord for evermore. 

Amen* and Amen. 



WEEKDAYS AND WORKDAYS 


Psalms 90 — 106 


If many Psalms vemind us of the sabbath and the sanctuary there are others that reflect 
weekday experiences . They are songs of the common days, songs for the common road. 
Some of them we have heard already . They are not confined to this section . Indeed we 
ought to make it clear that the Psalter cannot be divided into well-defined sections , and 
also that our method of reading the book is only one of many. It is our desire to give the 
reader of the Book of Psalms a point of view that will be helpful , and these notes are in 
the nature of a running commentary on the things we see as we turn over its pages. From 
time to time we stop to point out something that is part of the whole picture, but which has 
at that stage come more plainly into view . At this moment it is the sound of weekday 
and workday songs that provides the occasion for a note . God has His minstrels on the 
common road . We are glad the singers are not all on pilgrimage to a religious festival or 
Temple service; that some of them are like ourselves, not always on our way to church , 
but often on roads that are dangerous , difficult, and drear; roads not of our own choos- 
ing; and in company not of our own seeking . We are especially glad that the road to 
work has not been left without a heavenly song. On every road God 9 s minstrel sings; he 
travels them all, both the byways of the country and the highways of the town . He has a 
song for the shepherds who, in green pastures and by still waters , tend their flocks . He 
calls to the herdsmen away on the hills and in sight of the mountain peaks to lift up their 
voices with praise. He invites all who work in the fields on the patchwork plain, and all 
who husband the groves and vineyards to learn his lays . To the mariners , as they put 
out to sea, he throws a song, and at night sings to the watchman at the sleeping city y s 
gate . Throughout the year his voice is heard, day and night, summer and winter. No 
day is too common for praise, from the rising of the sun to the going down thereof; and 
there is no season that does not offer time, and a theme, for singing . 



A Prayer of Moses the man of God. 


LORD* thou hast been our dwelling 
place 

In all generations. 

Before the mountains were brought forth. 
Or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the 
world* 

Even from everlasting to everlasting, thou 
I art God. 

I Thou turnest man to destruction; 

[ ' ' And sayest. Return, ye children of men. 

For a thousand years in thy sight 
Are but as yesterday when it is past. 

And as a watch in the night. 

, Thou carriest them away as with a flood; 
they are as a sleep: 

| In the morning they are like grass which 
I groweth up. 

In the morning it flourished!* and groweth 

I up; 

I In the evening it is cut down, and withereth. 
* For we are consumed by thine anger* 

And by thy wrath are we troubled. 


Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, 
Our secret sins in the light of thy counte- 
nance. 

For all our days are passed away in thy 
wrath: 

We spend our years as a tale that is told. 
The days of our years are threescore years 
and ten; 

And if by reason of strength they be four- 
score years. 

Yet is their strength labour and sorrow; 

For it is soon cut off, and we fly away. 

Who knoweth the power of thine anger? 
Even according to thy fear, so is thy wrath. 
So teach us to number our days* 

That we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 
Return* O Lord, how long? 

And let it repent thee concerning thy serv- 
ants. 

O satisfy us early with thy mercy; 

That we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
Make us glad according to the days wherein 
; thou hast afflicted us. 

And the years wherein we have seen evil. 


635 






. i 


PSALM 90* 1 6 

Let thy work appear unto thy servants* 

And thy glory unto their children* 

And let the beauty of the Lord our God be 
upon us: 

And establish thou the work of our hands 
upon us; 

Yea, the work of our hands establish thou it. 


Qi HE that dwelleth in the secret place 
/I of the most High 
Shall abide under the shadowof the Almighty. 
I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and 
my fortress: 

My God; in him will I trust. 

Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of 
the fowler. 

And from the noisome pestilence. 

He shall cover thee with his feathers. 

And under his wings shalt thou trust: 

His truth shall be thy shield and buckler. 
Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by 
night; 

Nor for the arrow that flieth by day; 

Nor for the pestilence that walketh in dark- 
ness; 

Nor for the destruction that wasteth at noon- 

- ;day„: : ^ 

A thousand shall fall at .thy side. 

And ten thousand at thy right hand; 

But it shall not come nigh thee. 

Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold 
And see the reward of the wicked. 

Because thou hast made the Lord, which is 
my refuge. 

Even the most High, thy habitation; 

There shall no evil befall thee. 

Neither shall any plague come nigh thy 
dwelling. 

For he shall give his angels charge over thee, 
To keep thee in all thy ways. 

They shall bear thee up in their hands. 

Lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: 
The young lion and the dragon shalt thou 
trample under feet. 

Because he hath set his love upon me, there- 
fore will I deliver him: 

I will set him on high, because he hath known 
my name. 

He shall call upon me, and I will answer 
him: 

I will be with him in trouble; 

1 will deliver him, and honour him. 

With long life will I satisfy him. 

And shew Mm my salvation. 
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A Psalm or Song for the sabbath day. 


IT is a good thing to give thanks unto 
the Lord, 

And to sing praises unto thy name, O most 
High: 

To shew forth thy lovingkindness in the 
morning, 

And thy faithfulness every night. 

Upon an instrument of ten strings, and upon 
the psaltery; 

Upon the harp with a solemn sound. 

For thou. Lord, hast made me glad through 
thy work: 

I will triumph in the works of thy hands. 

0 Lord, how great are thy works! 

And thy thoughts are very deep. 

A brutish man knoweth not; 

Neither doth a fool understand this. 

When the wicked spring as the grass, 

And when all the workers of iniquity do 

flourish; 

It is that they shall be destroyed for ever: 

But thou. Lord, art most high for evermore. 

For, lo, thine enemies, O Lord, 

For, lo, thine enemies shall perish; 

All the workers of iniquity shall be scattered. 

But my horn shalt thou exalt like the hom 
of an unicorn: 

1 shall be anointed with fresh oil. 

Mine eye also shall see my desire on mine 
enemies. 

And mine ears shall hear my desire of the 
wicked that rise up against me. 

The righteous shall flourish like the palm 
tree: 

He shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

Those that be planted in the house of the 
Lord 

Shall flourish in the courts of our God. 

They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; 

They shall be fat and flourishing; 

To shew that the Lord is upright: 

He is my rock, and there is no unrighteous- 
ness in him. 

Q 1 THE Lord reigneth, he is clothed 

y 3 with majesty; 

The Lord is clothed with strength, where- 
with he hath girded himself: 

The world also is stablished, that it cannot 
be moved. 

Thy throne is established of old: 

Thou art from everlasting. 

The floods have lifted up, O Lord, 



The floods have lilted up their voice; 

The floods lift up their waves. 

The Lord on high is mightier 
Than the noise of many waters. 

Yea, than the mighty waves of the sea. 

Thy testimonies are very sure: 

Holiness becometh thine house, 

0 Lord, for ever. 

O LORD God, to whom vengeance 
belonged^ 1 
0 God, to whom vengeance belonged!, shew 
thyself. 

Lift up thyself, thou judge of the earth: 
Render a reward to the proud. 

Lord, how long shall the wicked. 

How long shall the wicked triumph? 

How long shall they utter and speak hard 
things? 

And all the workers of iniquity boast them- 
selves? 

They break in pieces thy people, O Lord, 
And afflict thine heritage. 

They slay the widow and the stranger, 

And murder the fatherless. 

Yet they say. The Lord shall not see. 
Neither shall the God of Jacob regard it. 
Understand, ye brutish among the people: 
And ye fools, when will ye be wise? 

He that planted the ear, shall he not hear? 
He that formed the eye, shall he not see? 
He that chastised! the heathen, shall not he 
correct? 

He that teacheth man knowledge, shall not 
, he know? 

The Lord knoweth the thoughts of man. 
That they are vanity* 

Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, 
O Lord, 

And teachest him out of thy law; 

That thou mayest give him rest from the 
days of adversity. 

Until the pit be digged for the wicked. 

For the Lord will not cast off his people. 
Neither will he forsake his inheritance. 

But judgment shall return unto righteous- 
ness: 

And all the upright in heart shall follow it. 
Who will rise up forme against the evildoers ? 
Or who will stand up for me against the 
workers of iniquity? 


PSALM 95, ii 

Unless the Lord had been my help. 

My soul had almost dwelt in silence. 

When I said. My foot slippeth; 

Thy mercy, O Lord, held me up. 

In the multitude of my thoughts within me 
Thy comforts delight my soul. 

Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowship 
with thee. 

Which frameth mischief by a law? 

They gather themselves together against the 
soul of the righteous. 

And condemn the innocent blood. 

But the Lord is my defence; 

And my God is the rock of my refuge. 

And he shall bring upon them their own 
iniquity. 

And shall cut them off in their own wicked- 
ness; 

Yea, the Lord our God shall cut them off. 

O COME, let us sing unto the Lord : 2 
Let us make a joyful noise to the rock 
of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanks- 
giving, 

And make a joyful noise unto Mm with 
psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, 

And a great Bung above all gods. 

In his hand are the deep places of the earth; 
The strength of the hills is Ms also. 

The sea is Ms, and he made it: 

And Ms hands formed the dry land. 

O come, let us worsMp and bow down; 

Let us kneel before the Lord our maker. 
For he is our God; 

And we are the people of Ms pasture, and 
the sheep of his hand. 

To day if ye will hear his voice, 

Harden not your heart, as in the provocation. 
And as in the day of temptation in the wilder- 
ness: 

When your fathers tempted me. 

Proved me, and saw my work. 

Forty years long was I grieved with tMs 
generation. 

And said. It is a people that do err in their 
heart. 

And they have not known my ways : 

Unto whom I sware in my wrath 
That they should not enter into my rest. 




1 At the time of the Indian Mutiny a number of English people were besieged in a house in Bengal, and 
an attempt was made to smoke them out. They read together this Psalm, and as they did so, the wind changed, 
and they were saved. 

2 The Crusaders* Psalm, sung by the Knights of the Red Cross when they went into battle against the 
Saracens for the conquest of Jerusalem. 
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O SING unto the Lord a new song: 
Sing unto the Lord, all the earth. 
Sing unto the Lord, bless his names 
Shew forth his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the heathen. 

His wonders among all people. 

For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised: 
He Is to be feared above all gods. 

For all the gods of the nations are idols: 

But the Lord made the heavens. 

Honour and majesty are before him: 
Strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 
Give unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the 
people, 

Give unto the Lord glory and strength. 
Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his 
name: 

Bring an offering, and come into his courts. 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness : 
Fear before him, all the earth. 

Say among the heathen that the Lord 
reigneth: 

The world also shall be established that it 
shall not be moved: 

He shall judge the people righteously. 

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be 
glad; 

Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof. 
Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein: 
Then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice 
Before the Lord: for he cometh. 

For he cometh to judge the earth: 

He shall judge the world with righteousness. 
And the people with his truth. 

THE Lord reigneth; let the earth 
rejoice; 

Let the multitude of isles be glad thereof. 
Clouds and darkness are round about him: 
Righteousness and judgment are the habita- 
tion of his throne. 

A fire goeth before him. 

And biimeth up his enemies round about. 
His lightnings enlightened the world: 

The earth saw, and trembled. 

The hills melted like wax at the presence of 
the Lord, 

At the presence of the Lord of the whole 
earth. 

The heavens declare his righteousness. 

And all the people see his glory. 
Confounded be all they that serve graven 
images, 

That boast themselves of idols: 

Worship him, all ye gods. 


Zion heard, and was glad; 

And the daughters of Judah rejoiced 
Because of thy judgments, O Lord. 

For thou. Lord, art high above all the earth: 
Thou art exalted far above all gods. 

Ye that love the Lord, hate evil: 

He preserveth the souls of his saints; 

He delivered! them out of the hand of the 
wicked. 

Light is sown for the righteous. 

And gladness for the upright in heart. 
Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous; 

And give thanks at the remembrance of his 
holiness. 



O SING unto the Lord a new song; 

For he hath done marvellous things: 

His right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten 
him the victory. 

The Lord hath made known his salvation: 

His righteousness hath he openly shewed in 
the sight of the heathen. 

He hath remembered his mercy and his 
truth toward the house of Israel: 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salva- 
tion of our God. 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the 
earth: 

Make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing 
praise. 

Sing unto the Lord with the harp; 

With the harp, and the voice of a psalm. 

With trumpets and sound of comet 

Make a joyful noise before the Lord, the 
King. 

Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; 

The world, and they that dwell therein. 

Let the floods dap their hands: 

Let the hills be joyful together 

Before the Lord ; for he cometh to judge the 
earth: 

With righteousness shall he judge the world. 

And the people with equity. 

THE Lord reigneth; let the people 
tremble: 

He sitteth between the cherabims; let the 
earth be moved. 

The Lord is great in Zion; 

And he is high above all the people. 

Let them praise thy great and terrible name; 

For it is holy. 

The king’s strength also loveth judgment; 

Thou dost establish equity. 
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Thou executest judgment and righteousness 
in Jacob. 

Exalt ye the Lord our God* 

And worship at his footstool; 

For he is holy. 

Moses and Aaron among his priests* 

And Samuel among them that call upon his 
name; 

They called upon the Lord* and he an- 
swered them. 

He spake unto them in the cloudy pillar: 

They kept his testimonies* and the ordinance 
that he gave them. 

Thou answeredst them* O Lord out God : 

Thou wast a God that forgavest them* 

Though thou tookest vengeance of their 
inventions. 

Exalt the Lord our God* 

And worship at his holy hill; 

For the Lord our God is holy. 
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A Psalm of praise. 


MAKE a joyful noise unto the 
Lord* all ye lands , 1 

Serve the Lord with gladness: 

Come before his presence with singing. 

Know ye that the Lord he is God: 

It is he that hath made us* and not we our- 
selves; 

We are his people* and the sheep of his 
pasture. 

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving* 

And into his courts with praise: 

Be thankful unto him* and bless his name. 

For the Lord is good; his mercy is ever- 
lasting; 

And his truth endureth to all generations. 



A Psalm of David. 


I WILL sing of mercy and judg- 
ment : 2 

Unto thee* O Lord* will I sing. 

I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. 

0 when wilt thou come unto me? 

1 will walk within my house with a perfect 
heart. 

I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: 


PSALM 102* o 

I hate the work of them that turn aside ; 

It shall not cleave to me. 

A froward heart shall depart from me: 

I will not know a wicked person. 

Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour* him 
will I cut off: 

Him that hath an high look and a proud 
heart will not I suffer. 

Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the 
land* that they may dwell with me: 

He that walketh in a perfect way* he shall 
serve me. 

He that worketh deceit shall not dwell with- 
in my house: 

He that telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight. 

I will early destroy all the wicked of the 
land; 

That I may cut off all wicked doers from the 
city of the Lord. 



A Prayer of the afflicted, when, he is 
overwhelmed, and poureth out his 
complaint before the Lord. 


HEAR my prayer* O Lord, 

And let my cry come unto thee. 

Hide not thy face from me in the day when 
I am in trouble; 

Incline thine ear unto me: 

In the day when I call answer me speedily. 
For my days are consumed like smoke* 

And my bones are burned as an hearth. 

My heart is smitten* and withered like grass; 
So that I forget to eat my bread. 

By reason of the voice of my groaning 
My bones cleave to my skin. 

I am like a pelican of the wilderness : 3 
I am like an owl of the desert. 

I watch* and am 

As a sparrow alone upon the house top. 
Mine enemies reproach me all the day; 
And they that are mad against me are sworn 
against me. 

For I have eaten ashes like bread* 

And mingled my drink with weeping* 
Because of thine indignation and thy wrath; 
For thou hast lifted me up, and cast me 
down. 

My days are like a shadow that declineth; 
And I am withered like grass. 


1 The basis of the hymn, ‘AH people that on earth do dwell’, which is known and sung everywhere. Like 
a girdle of song it encircles the earth. 

2 Called both ‘A Householders’ Psalm’ and ‘A Mirror for Monarchs*. It forms part of the English Corona- 
tion service. # 

3 The pelican seeks solitary places, the owl sits among the ruins, the sparrow is a despised, insignificant little 
thing that no one cares for. All are touching figures of a bereaved soul. Mrs. Browning in her sorrow found 
consolation in the Psalm’s declaration of God’s everlasting and unchanging character* and has expressed the 
Psalmist’s and her own mind in her poem De Profundis. 
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But thou, O Lord, shaft endure for ever; 
And thy remembrance unto all generations. 
Thou shaft arise, and have mercy upon Zion : 
For the time to favour her, yea, the set time, 
is come. 

For thy servants take pleasure in her stones. 
And favour the dust thereof. 

So the heathen shall fear the name of the 
Lord, 

And all the kings of the earth thy glory. 
When the Lord shall build up Zion, 

He shall appear in his glory. 

He will regard the prayer of the destitute. 
And not despise their prayer. 

This shall be written for the generation to 
come: 

And the people which shall be created shall 
praise the Lord. 

For he hath looked down from the height of 
his sanctuary; 

From heaven did the Lord behold the 
earth; 

To hear the groaning of the prisoner; 

To loose those that are appointed to death; 
To declare the name of the Lord in Zion, 
And Ms praise in Jerusalem; 

When the people are gathered together. 

And the kingdoms, to serve the Lord* 

He weakened my strength in the way; 

He shortened my days. 

I said, O my God, take me not away in the 
midst of my days: 

Thy years are throughout all generations. 
Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the 
earth: 

And the heavens are the work of thy hands. 
They shall perish, but thou shaft endure: 
Yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; 
As a vesture shalt thou change them, and 
they shall be changed: 

But thou art the same. 

And thy years shall have no end. 

The children of thy servants shall continue. 
And their seed shall be established before 
thee. 



BLESS the Lord, O my soul: 

And all that is within me, bless Ms holy 
: name. • ; 1 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

And forget not all Ms benefits: 

Who forgiveth aE thine iniquities; 

Who healeth aU thy diseases; 


Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; 
Who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and 
tender mercies; 

Who satisfied! thy mouth with good things; 
So that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
The Lord executed! righteousness 
And judgment for aE that are oppressed. 
He made known his ways unto Moses, 

His acts unto the children of Israel. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious. 

Slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 

He will not always cMde: 

Neither wiE he keep his anger for ever. 

He hath not dealt with us after our sins; 
Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heaven is high above the earth. 
So great is his mercy toward them that fear 
him. 

As far as the east is from the west. 

So far hath he removed our transgressions 
from us. 

Like as a father pitieth his children. 

So the Lord pitieth them that fear him. 
For he knoweth our frame; 

He remembered! that we are dust 
As for man, his days are as grass: 

As a flower of the field, so he flourished*. 
For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; 
And the place thereof shaE know it no more. 
But the mercy of the Lord is from everlast- 
ing to everlasting upon them that fear Mm, 
And his righteousness unto children’s child- 
ren; 

To such as keep his covenant. 

And to those that remember his command- 
ments to do them. 

The Lord hath prepared Ms throne in the 
heavens; 

And Ms kingdom rulefh over aE. 

Bless the Lord, ye Ms angels. 

That excel in strength, that do his command- 
ments. 

Hearkening unto the voice of Ms word. 
Bless ye the Lord, aE ye Ms hosts; 

Ye ministers of Ms, that do his pleasure. 
Bless the Lord, aE Ms works 
In all places of Ms dominion: 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. 


BLESS the Lord, O my soul. 

O Lord my God, thou art very 
great; 

Thou art clothed with honour and majesty. 
Who coverest thyself with Hght as with a 
garment: 
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Man goeth forth unto his work and to his labour until the evening 


Who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain : 
Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the 
waters: 

Who maketh the clouds his chariot: 

Who walketh upon the wings of the wind: 
Who maketh his angels spirits ; 

His ministers a flaming fire: 

Who laid the foundations of the earth. 

That it should not be removed for ever. 
Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a 
garment: 

The waters stood above the mountains. 

At thy rebuke they fled; 

At the voice of thy thunder they hasted 
away. 

They go up by the mountains; they go down 
by the valleys 

Unto the place which thou hast founded for 
them. 

Thou hast set a bound that they may not 
pass over; 

That they turn not again to cover the earth. 
He sendeth the springs into the valleys. 
Which run among the hills. 

They give drink to every beast of the field: 
The wild asses quench their thirst. 

By them shall the fowls of the heaven have 
their habitation, 

Which sing among the branches. 

He watereth the hills from his chambers: 
The earth is satisfied with the fruit of thy 
works. 

He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle. 
And herb for the service of man: 

That he may bring forth food out of the 
earth; 

And wine that maketh glad the heart of man, 
And oil to make his face to shine, 

And bread which strengtheneth man 5 s heart. 
The trees of the Lord are full of sap; 

The cedars of Lebanon, which he hath 
planted; 

Where the birds make their nests : 

As for the stork, the fir trees are her house. 


The high hills are a refuge for the wild goats; 
And the rocks for the conies. 

He appointed the moon for seasons: 

The sun knoweth his going down. 

Thou makest darkness, and it is night: 
Wherein all the beasts of the forest do creep 
forth. 

The young lions roar after their prey, 

And seek their meat from God. 

The sun ariseth, they gather themselves 
together, 

And lay them down in their dens. 

Man goeth forth unto his work 
And to his labour until the evening. 

0 Lord, how manifold are thy works! 

In wisdom hast thou made them all: 

The earth is full of thy riches. 

So is this great and wide sea. 

Wherein are things creeping innumerable. 
Both small and great beasts. 

There go the ships: 

There is that leviathan, whom thou hast 
made to play therein. 

These wait all upon thee; 

That thou mayest give them their meat in 
due season. 

That thou givest them they gather: 

Thou openest thine hand, they are filled 
with good. 

Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled: 
Thou takest away their breath, they die, 
And return to their dust. 

Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are 
created: 

And thou renewest the face of the earth. 
The glory of the Lord shall endure for ever: 
The Lord shall rejoice in his works. 

He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth: 
He toucheth the hills, and they smoke. 

1 will sing unto the Lord as long as I live: 

I will sing praise to my God while I have my 

being. 

My meditation of him shall be sweet: 

I will be glad in the Lord. 
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Let the sinners be consumed out of the 
earth, 

And let the wicked be no more. 

Bless thou the Lord, O my soul. 

Praise ye the Lord, 


O GIVE thanks unto the Lord; 
call upon his name: 

Make known his deeds among the people. 
Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him: 

Talk ye of all his wondrous works. 

Glory ye in his holy name: 

Let the heart of them rejoice that seek the 
Lord. 

Seek the Lord, and his strength: 

Seek his face evermore. 

Remember his marvellous works that he 
hath done; 

His wonders, and the judgments of his 
mouth; 

O ye seed of Abraham his servant. 

Ye children of Jacob his chosen* 

He is the Lord our God: 

His judgments are in all the earth* 

He hath remembered his covenant for ever. 
The word which he commanded to a thou- 
sand generations. 

Which covenant he made with Abraham, 
And his oath unto Isaac; 

And confirmed the same unto Jacob for a 
law. 

And to Israel for an everlasting covenant: 
Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of 
Canaan, 

The lot of your inheritance: 

When they were but a few men in number; 
Yea, very few, and strangers in it. 

When they went from one nation to another, 
From one kingdom to another people; 

He suffered no man to do them wrong: 
Yea, he reproved kings for their sakes; 
Saying, Touch not mine anointed, 

And do my prophets no harm. 

Moreover he called for a famine upon the 
land: 

He brake the whole staff of bread. 

He sent a man before them, 

Even Joseph, who was sold for a servant: 
Whose feet they hurt with fetters : 

He was laid in iron: 

Until the time that his word came: 

The word of the Lord tried him . 

The king sent and loosed him; 

Even the ruler of the people, and let him go 
free. 


He made him lord of his house. 

And ruler of all his substance: 

To bind his princes at his pleasure; 

And teach his senators wisdom. 

Israel also came into Egypt; 

And Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham. 
And he increased his people greatly; 

And made them stronger than their enemies. 
He turned their heart to hate his people, 

To deal subtilly with his servants. 

He sent Moses his servant; 

And Aaron whom he had chosen. 

They shewed his signs among them, 

And wonders in the land of Ham. 

He sent darkness, and made it dark; 

And they rebelled not against his word. 

He turned their waters into blood. 

And slew their fish. 

Their land brought forth frogs in abun- 
dance. 

In the chambers of their kings. 

He spake, and there came divers sorts of 
flies, 

And lice in all their coasts. 

He gave them hail for rain. 

And flaming fire in their land. 

He smote their vines also and their fig trees; 
And brake the trees of their coasts. 

He spake, and the locusts came. 

And caterpillers, and that without number. 
And did eat up all the herbs in their land. 
And devoured the fruit of their ground. 

He smote also all the firstborn in their land. 
The chief of all their strength. 

He brought them forth also with silver and 
gold: 

And there was not one feeble person among 
their tribes. 

Egypt was glad when they departed; 

For the fear of them fell upon them. 

He spread a cloud for a covering; 

And fire to give light in the night. 

The people asked, and he brought quails, 
And satisfied them with the bread of heaven. 
He opened the rock, and the waters gushed 
out; 

They ran in the dry places like a river. 

For he remembered his holy promise. 

And Abraham his servant. 

And he brought forth his people with joy. 
And his chosen with gladness: 

And gave them the lands of the heathen: 
And they inherited the labour of the people; 
That they might observe his statutes. 

And keep his laws. 

Praise ye the Lord. 



PRAISE ye the Lord, 

O give thanks unto the Lord; for 
he is good: 

For his mercy endureth for ever. 

Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord? 
Who can shew forth all his praise? 

Blessed are they that keep judgment, 

And he that doeth righteousness at all times. 
Remember me, O Lord, with the favour 
that thou bearest unto thy people: 

0 visit me with thy salvation; 

That I may see the good of thy chosen, 
That I may rejoice in the gladness of thy 
nation. 

That I may glory with thine inheritance. 

We have sinned with our fathers, 

We have committed iniquity, we have done 
wickedly. 

Our fathers understood not thy wonders in 
Egypt; 

They remembered not the multitude of thy 
mercies; 

But provoked him at the sea, even at the 
Red sea. 

Nevertheless he saved them for his name’s 
sake. 

That he might make his mighty power to be 
known. 

He rebuked the Red sea also, and it was dried 
up: 

So he led them through the depths, as 
through the wilderness. 

And he saved them from the hand of him 
that hated them. 

And redeemed them from the hand of the 
enemy. 

And the waters covered their enemies : 
There was not one of them left. 

Then believed they his words; 

They sang his praise. 

They soon forgat his works; 

They waited not for his counsel: 

But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness. 
And tempted God in the desert. 

And he gave them their request; 

But sent leanness into their soul. 

They envied Moses also in the camp. 

And Aaron the saint of the Lord. 

The earth opened and swallowed up Dathan, 
And covered the company of Abiram. 

And a fire was kindled in their company; 
The flame burned up the wicked. 

They made a calf in Horeb, 

And worshipped the molten image. 

Thus they changed their glory 
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Into the similitude of an ox that eateth grass. 
They forgat God their saviour. 

Which had done great things in Egypt; 
Wondrous works in the land of Ham, 

And terrible things by the Red sea. 
Therefore he said that he would destroy 
them. 

Had not Moses his chosen stood before him 
in the breach. 

To turn away his wrath, lest he should de- 
stroy them. 

Yea, they despised the pleasant land. 

They believed not his word: 

But murmured in their tents. 

And hearkened not unto the voice of the 
Lord. 

Therefore he lifted up his hand against them, 
To overthrow them in the wilderness: 

To overthrow their seed also among the 
nations. 

And to scatter them in the lands. 

They joined themselves also unto Baal-peor, 
And ate the sacrifices of the dead. 

Thus they provoked him to anger with their 
inventions: 

And the plague brake in upon them. 

Then stood up Phinehas, and executed 
judgment: 

And so the plague was stayed. 

And that was counted unto him for righteous- 
ness 

Unto all generations for evermore. 

They angered him also at the waters of strife. 
So that it went ill with Moses for their sakes : 
Because they provoked his spirit. 

So that he spake unadvisedly with his lips. 
They did not destroy the nations. 
Concerning whom the Lord commanded 
them: 

But were mingled among the heathen, 

And learned their works. 

And they served their idols: 

Which were a snare unto them. 

Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their 
daughters unto devils. 

And shed innocent blood, even the blood of 
their sons and of their daughters, 

Whom they sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan: 
And the land was polluted with blood. 

Thus were they defiled with their own works. 
And went a whoring with their own in- 
ventions. 

Therefore was the wrath of the Lord kindled 
against his people. 

Insomuch that he abhorred his own inheri- 
tance. 
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And he gave them into the hand of the 
heathen; 

And they that hated them ruled over them. 
Their enemies also oppressed them. 

And they were brought into sub ) ection under 
their hand. 

Many times did he deliver them; 

But they provoked him with their counsel, 
And were brought low for their iniquity. 
Nevertheless he regarded their affliction, 
When he heard their cry: 

And he remembered for them his covenant. 


And repented according to the multitude of 
his mercies. 

He made them also to be pitied 
Of all those that carried them captives. 

Save us, O Lord our God, 

And gather us from among the heathen. 

To give thanks unto thy holy name. 

And to triumph in thy praise. 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel 
From everlasting to everlasting: 

And let all the people say. Amen, 

Praise ye the Lord. 


FELLOW TRAVELLERS Psalms 107—118 

Up to the present we have been looking at the road, but this Psalm gives a close-up of 
some of the people on it, and offers an opportunity for noting the various types of 
character we have met on our journey . Some of the people have been so distinctly 
described that we have had no difficulty in recognizing them, not as individuals but as 
representative members of the usual orders of society: kings, princes, courtiers, officers of 
the guard, and servants of the royal household; priests, choristers, and musicians; 
shepherds, harvesters, outlaws, and exiles . Another group we have been able to distin- 
guish, no less plainly . We are glad to have been reminded of it from time to time, 
though it saddens our heart to know that in our day more has not been done to make the 
road easier for these travellers . We speak of those who suffer pain, who are afflicted by 
disease and physical disability; and with them, those who are afflicted in estate, the poor 
and needy . Again, sometimes we have thought, though it may have been a personal 
interest that has influenced our minds, that we could detect in the choice of a word or 
phrase in a song, a hint of some personal characteristic in a singer which betrayed a dose 
resemblance to ourselves or those we know . If we turn our eyes from the figures that have 
been drawn on the sacred page to those we see on the road of life outside the book, who, in 
more recent years, have joined the company of God's people, there is the same diversity 
of calling, character, and condition . But it is one testimony they all give, one song they 
all sing, one theme that is for ever on all their lips : God is good. His lovingkindness is 
to all men everywhere, and always. C ' 

Then they cried unto the Lord in their 
trouble, 

And he delivered them out of their distresses. 
And he led them forth by the right way. 
That they might go to a city of habitation. 
Oh that men would praise die Lord for his 
goodness. 

And for his wonderful works to the children 
of men! 

For he satisfied! the longing soul. 

And filleth the hungry soul with goodness. 
Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, 

Being bound in affliction and iron; 
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*| O GIVE thanks unto the Lord, 

iv | for he is good: 

For his mercy endureth for ever. 

Let the redeemed of the Lord say so. 
Whom he hathredeemed from the hand of the 
enemy; 

And gathered them out of the lands. 

From the east, and from the west. 

From the north, and from the south. 

They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary 
way; 

They found no dty to dwell in. 

Hungry and thirsty. 

Their soul fainted in them. 



Because they rebelled against the words of 
God, 

And contemned the counsel of the most 
High: 

Therefore he brought down their heart with 
labour; 

They fell down, and there was none to help. 
Then they cried unto the Lord in their 
trouble. 

And he saved them out of their distresses. 
He brought them out of darkness and the 
shadow of death. 

And brake their bands in sunder. 

Oh that men would praise the Lord for his 
goodness. 

And for his wonderful works to the children 
of men! 

For he hath broken the gates of brass. 

And cut the bars of iron in sunder. 

Fools because of their transgression. 

And because of their iniquities, are afflicted. 
Their soul abhonreth all manner of meat; 
And they draw near unto the gates of 
death. 

Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble. 
And he saveth them out of their distresses. 
He sent his word, and healed them. 

And delivered them from their destructions. 
Oh that men would praise the Lord for his 
goodness. 

And for his wonderful works to the children 
of men! 

And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanks- 
giving. 

And declare his works with rejoicing. 

They that go down to the sea in ships. 

That do business in great waters; 

These see the works of the Lord, 

And his wonders in the deep. 

For he commanded!, and raiseth the stormy 
wind. 

Which lifteth up the waves thereof. 

They mount up to the heaven, they go down 
again to the depths : 

Their soul is melted because of trouble. 
They reel to and fro, and stagger like a 
drunken man. 

And are at their wit’s end. 

Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble. 
And he bringeth them out of their distresses. 
He maketh the storm a calm. 

So that the waves thereof are still. 

Then are they glad because they be quiet; 
So he bringeth them unto their desired haven. 
Oh that men would praise the Loud for his 
goodness. 
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And for Ms wonderful works to the children 
of men! 

Let them exalt him also in the congregation, 
of the people. 

And praise him in the assembly of the elders. 
He turneth rivers into a wilderness, 

And the watersprings into dry ground; 

A fruitful land into barrenness. 

For the wickedness of them that dwell 
therein. 

He turneth the wilderness into a standing 
water. 

And dry ground into watersprings. 

And there he maketh the hungry to dwell, 
That they may prepare a city for habitation; 
And sow the fields, and plant vineyards. 
Which may yield fruits of increase. 

He blesseth them also, so that they are 
multiplied greatly; 

And suffereth not their cattle to decrease. 
Again, they are minished and brought low 
Through oppression, affliction, and sorrow. 
He poureth contempt upon princes, 

And causeth them to wander in the wilder- 
ness, where there is no way. 

Yet setteth he the poor on high from afflic- 
tion. 

And maketh him families like a flock. 

The righteous shall see it, and rejoice: 

And all iniquity shall stop her mouth. 
Whoso is wise, and will observe these things. 
Even they shall understand the lovingkind- 
ness of the Lord. 


A Song or Psalm of David. 

O GOD, my heart is fixed; 

I will sing and give praise, even, with my 
glory. 

Awake, psaltery and harp: 

I myself will awake early* 

I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people : 
And I will sing praises unto thee among the 
nations. 

For thy mercy is great above the heavens: 
And thy truth reacheth unto the clouds. 

Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: 
And thy glory above all the earth; 

That thy beloved may be delivered: 

Save with thy right hand, and answer me. 
God hath spoken in his holiness; I will re- 
joice, 

I will divide Shechem, and mete out the 
valley of Succoth. 

Gilead is mine; Manasseh is mine; 
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Ephraim also is the strength of mine head; 
Judah is my lawgiver; 

Moab is my washpot; 

Over Edom will I cast out my shoe; 

Over Philistia will I triumph. 

Who will bring me into the strong city? 
Who will lead me into Edom? 

Wilt not thou, O God, who hast cast us off? 
And wilt not thou, O God, go forth with 
our hosts? 

Give us help from trouble: 

For vain is the help of man. 

Through God we shall do valiantly: 

For he it is that shall tread down our 
enemies. 


/*XfX To the chief Musician, A Psalm of 

l\Jy David. 

HOLD not thy peace, O God of 
my praise; 

For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth 
of the deceitful are opened against me: 

They have spoken against me with a lying 
tongue* 

They compassed me about also with words 
of hatred; 

And fought against me without a cause. 

For my love they are my adversaries: 

But I give myself unto prayer. 

And they have rewarded me evil for good, 

And hatred for my love. 

Set thou a wicked man over him: 

And let Satan stand at his right hand. 

When he shall be judged, let him be con- 
demned: 

And let his prayer become sin. 

Let Ms days be few; 1 

And let another take his office. 

Let Ms children be fatherless. 

And Ms wife a widow. 

Let Ms children be continually vagabonds, 
and beg: 

Let them seek their bread also out of their 
desolate places. 

Let the extortioner catch all that he hath; 

And let the strangers spoil Ms labour. 

Let there be none to extend mercy unto Mm : 


Neither let there be any to favour Ms father- 
less children. 

Let Ms posterity be. cut off; 

And in the generation following let their 
name be blotted out. 

Let the iniquity of Ms fathers be remembered 
with the Lord; 

And let not the sin of Ms mother be blotted 
out. 

Let them be before the Lord continually. 

That he may cut off the memory of them 
from the earth. 

Because that he remembered not to shew 
mercy. 

But persecuted the poor and needy man. 

That he might even slay the broken in heart. 

As he loved cursing, so let it come unto 
Mm: 

As he delighted not ■in blessing, so let it be. 
far from him. 

As he clothed himself with cursing like as 
with Ms garment. 

So let it come into Ms bowels like water. 

And like oil into Ms bones. 

Let it be unto him as the garment wMch 
covereth him. 

And for a girdle wherewith he is girded con- 
tinually. 

Let this be the reward of mine adversaries 
from the Lord, 

And of them that speak evil against my soul. 

But do thou for me, O God the Lord, for thy 
name’s sake: 

Because thy mercy is good, deliver thou me. 

For I am poor and needy. 

And my heart is wounded within me. 

I am gone like the shadow when it declineth: 

I am tossed up and down as the locust. 

My knees are weak through fasting; 

And my flesh faileth of fatness. 

I became also a reproach unto them: 

When they looked upon me they shaked 
their heads. 

Help me, O Lord my God: 

O save me according to thy mercy: 

That they may know that tMs is thy hand; 

That thou. Lord, hast done it. 

Let them curse, but bless thou: 


Before we criticize the Psalmist or try to explain his words let us realize what he is doing. He is lay ing 
his case before God, and making his requests known to Him. There is no better way. God is the right person 
to deal with them. Therein we admire the sense of the man, and the issue can be safely left to God. He will 
do right, whatever man asks. But were not these dreadful things to ask of God ? Of course they were, blit we 
should not have known that if God had not pointed it out to us and through His Son shown us where they 
were wrong. All men are brothers, said Christ, and children of God. It is not God’s will to see any of them 
destroyed, however evil they are. We may think some evil-doers deserve to be destroyed. We can see no other 
way of dealing with them. Bu>t that is not God’s way, and He has undertaken the stupendous task of saving 
them. Cf. p. 615, note; p. 630, note. 


When they arise, let them be ashamed; but 
let thy servant rejoice. 

Let mine adversaries be clothed with shame. 

And let them cover themselves with their 
own confusion, as with a mantle. 

I will greatly praise the Lord with my mouth ; 

Yea, I will praise him among the multitude. 

For he shall stand at the right hand of the 
poor, 

To save him from those that condemn Ms 
soul. 



THE Lord said unto my Lord, 
Sit thou at my right hand. 

Until I make thine enemies thy footstool. 
The Lord shall send the rod of thy strength 
out of Zion: 

Rule thou in the midst of thine enemies. 
Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy 
power. 

In the beauties of holiness from the womb of 
the morning : 

Thou hast the dew of thy youth. 

The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent. 
Thou art a priest for ever 
After the order of Melchizedek. 

The Lord at thy right hand 
Shall strike through kings in the day of Ms 
wrath. 

He shall judge among the heathen. 

He shall fill the places with the dead bodies; 
He shall wound the heads over many coun- 
tries. 

He shall drink of the brook in the way: 
Therefore shall he lift up the head. 

m PRAISE ye the Lord. 

I will praise the Lord with my whole 
heart. 

In the assembly of the upright, and in the 
congregation. 

The works of the Lord are great. 

Sought out of all them that have pleasure 
therein. 

His work is honourable and glorious: 

And Ms righteousness endureth for ever. 

He hath made his wonderful works to be 
remembered: 

The Lord is gracious and full of compassion. 
He hath given meat unto them that fear him; 
He will ever be mindful of his covenant. 

He hath shewed his people the power of Ms 
works. 
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That he may give them the heritage of the 
heathen. 

The works of Ms hands are verity and judg- 
ment; 

All Ms commandments are sure. 

They stand fast for ever and ever. 

And are done in truth and uprightness. 

He sent redemption unto his people: 

He hath commanded his covenant for ever : 
Holy and reverend is his name. 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom: 

A good understanding have all they that do 
his commandments: 

His praise endureth for ever. 

m PRAISE ye the Lord. 

Blessed is the man that feareth the 
Lord, 

That delighteth greatly in his command- 
ments. 

His seed shall be mighty upon earth: 

The generation of the upright shall be 
blessed. 

Wealth and riches shall be in Ms house: 
And his righteousness endureth for ever. 
Unto the upright there ariseth light in the 
darkness: 

He is gracious, and full of compassion, and 
righteous. 

A good man sheweth favour, and lendeth: 
He will guide Ms affairs with discretion. 
Surely he shall not be moved for ever: 

The righteous shall be in everlasting remem- 
brance. 

He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: 

His heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord. 

His heart is established, he shall not be 
afraid, 

Until he see Ms desire upon his enemies. 

He hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor; 
His righteousness endureth for ever; 

His horn shall be exalted with honour. 

The wicked shall see it, and be grieved; 

He shall gnash with Ms teeth, and melt away : 
The desire of the wicked shall perish, 

PRAISE ye the Lord. Praise, 

O ye servants of the Lord, 

Praise the name of the Lord. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 
From this time forth and for evermore. 
From the rising of the sun unto the going 
down of the same 
The Lord’s name is to be praised. 
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The Lord is high above all nations*, 

And his glory above the heavens. 

Who is like unto the Lord our God* 

Who dwelleth on high* 

Who humbleth himself to behold 
The things that are in heaven* and in the 
earth! 

He raiseth up the poor out of the dust* 

And lifteth the needy out of the dunghill; 
That he may set him with princes* 

Even with the princes of his people. 

He maketh the barren woman to keep house* 
And to be a joyful mother of children. 

Praise ye the Lord. 

1! If A WHEN Israel went out of Egypt* 
XX i The house of Jacob from a people 
of strange language; 

Judah was his sanctuary* 

And Israel his dominion. 

The sea saw it* and fled: 

Jordan was driven back. 

The mountains skipped like rams* 

And the little hills like lambs. 

What ailed thee* O thou sea* that thou Red- 
dest? 

Thou Jordan* that thou wast driven back? 
Ye mountains* that ye skipped like rams; 
And ye little hills* like lambs? 

Tremble* thou earth* at the presence of the 
Lord* 

At the presence of the God of Jacob* 
Which turned the rock into a standing water* 
The hint into a fountain of waters. 

NOT unto us* O Lord* not unto us* 
But unto thy name give glory* 

For thy mercy* and for thy truth’s sake. 
Wherefore should the heathen say* 

Where is now their God? 

But our God is in the heavens : 

He hath done whatsoever he hath pleased. 
Their idols are silver and gold* 

The work of men’s hands. 

They have mouths* but they speak not: 
Eyes have they* but they see not: 

They have ears* but they hear not: 

Noses have they* but they smell not : 

They have hands* but they handle not: 
Feet have they* but they walk not: 

Neither speak they through their throat. 
They that make them are like unto them* 
So is every one that trusteth in them. 

O Israel* trust thou in the Lord ; 

He is their help and their shield. 


O house of Aaron, trust in the Lord: 

He is their help and their shield. 

Ye that fear.the Lord* trust in the Lord: 
He is their help and their shield. 

The Lord hath been mindful of us: he will 
bless us; 

He will bless the house of Israel; 

He will bless the house of Aaron. 

He will bless them that fear the Lord* 

Both small and great. 

The Lord shall increase you more and more, 
You and your children. 

Ye are blessed of the Lord 
Which made heaven and earth. 

The heaven* even the heavens* are the 
Lord’s: 

But the earth hath he given to the children 
of men. 

The dead praise not the Lord* 

Neither any that go down into silence. 

But we will bless the Lord 
From this time forth and for evermore. 
Praise the Lord. 


I LOVE the Lord* because he 
hath heard 
My voice and my supplications. 

Because he hath inclined his ear unto me* 
Therefore will I call upon him as long as I 
live. 

The sorrows of death compassed me* 

And the pains of hell gat hold upon me: 

I found trouble and sorrow. 

Then called I upon the name of the Lord; 

0 Lord* I beseech thee* deliver my soul. 
Gracious is the Lord* and righteous; 

Yea* our God is merciful. 

The Lord preserveth the simple: 

1 was brought low* and he helped me. 
Return unto thy rest* O my soul; 

For the Lord hath dealt bountifully with 
thee. 

For thou hast delivered my soul from death, 
Mine eyes from tears* 

And my feet from falling. 

I will walk before the Lord 
I n the land of the living, 

I believed* therefore have I spoken: 

I was greatly afflicted: 

I said in my haste* 

All men are liars. 

What shall I render unto the Lord 
For all his benefits toward me? 

I will take the cup of salvation* 

And call upon the name of the Lord. 





The earth hath He given to the children of men 


I will pay my vows unto the Lord 
N ow in the presence of all his people. 
Precious in the sight of the Lord 
I s the death of his saints. 

0 Lord, truly I am thy servant; 

1 am thy servant, and the son of thine hand- 
maid: 

Thou hast loosed my bonds. 

I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanks- 
giving. 

And will call upon the name of the Lord. 

I will pay my vows unto the Lord 
N ow in the presence of all his people. 

In the courts of the Lord’s house. 

In the midst of thee, O Jerusalem. 

Praise ye the Lord 


iin O PRAISE the Lord, all ye 
II I nations: 

Praise him, all ye people. 

For his merciful kindness is great toward 
us: 

And the truth of the Lord endureth for ever. 
Praise ye the Lord. 


11 O O GIVE thanks unto the Lord; 
IIO for he is good : 

Because his mercy endureth for ever. 

Let Israel now say, 

That his mercy endureth for ever. 

Let the house of Aaron now say. 

That his mercy endureth for ever. 

Let them now that fear the Lord say. 

That his mercy endureth for ever. 

I called upon the Lord in distress: 

The Lord answered me, and set me in a 
large place. 

The Lord is on my side; I will not fear: 
What can man do unto me ? 

The Lord taketh my part with them that 
help me: 


Therefore shall I see my desire upon them 
that hate me. 

It is better to trust in the Lord 

Than to put confidence in man. 

It is better to trust in the Lord 

Than to put confidence in princes. 

All nations compassed me about: 

But in the name of the Lord will I destroy 
them. 

They compassed me about; yea, they com- 
passed me about: 

But in the name of the Lord I will destroy 
them. 

They compassed me about like bees; 'they 
are quenched as the fire of thorns : 

For in the name of the Lord I will destroy 
them. 

Thou hast thrust sore at me that I might 
fall: 

But the Lord helped me. 

The Lord is my strength and song. 

And is become my salvation. 

The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the 
tabernacles of the righteous : 

The right hand of the Lord doeth valiantly. 

The right hand of the Lord is exalted: 

The right hand of the Lord doeth valiantly. 

I shall not die, but live. 

And declare the works of the Lord. 

The Lord hath chastened me sore: 

But he hath not given me over unto death. 

Open to me the gates of righteousness: 

I will go into them, and I will praise the 
Lord: 

This gate of the Lord, 

Into which the righteous shall enter. 

I will praise thee: for thou hast heard 
me. 

And art become my salvation. 

The stone which the builders refused 

Is become the head stone of the comer. 

This is the Lord’s doing; 

It is marvelous in our eyes. 
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This is the day which the Lord hath made; 
We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

Save now, I beseech thee, O Lord : 

O Lord, I beseech thee, send now pros- 
perity. 

Blessed be he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord: 

We have blessed you out of the house of the 
Lord. 


God is the Lord, which hath shewed us 
light: 

Bind the sacrifice with cords, even unto the 
horns of the altar. 

Thou art my God, and I will praise thee: 

Thou art my God, I will exalt thee. 

O give thanks unto the Lord; 

For he is good: for Ms mercy endureth for 
ever. 


THE RULE OF THE ROAD 


Psalm 119 


Among the travellers there is one we cannot miss. His quiet, thoughtful nature, and his 
unassuming friendliness make us hold to draw mar to him during am of his wayside 
meditations. Make known to us, we ask, the secret of this road. Tell us how it is that 
you and your fellow travellers journey so joyously, so hopefully and so bravely. Show 
us what makes the spirit of your people so different from the spirit of the people that 
Moses led. For, are they not their children? And is not this road as long and difficult 
as that their fathers knew ? We listen to his prayer, and the truth is ours. The secret is 
in the words we hear. These people stand not in terror of the Most High. They know 
Him so well, and love Him so deeply, that they seek His company, and in His presence 
they open their hearts as freely as if they were talking to afriend, without forgetting that 
the Friend is God. David taught them this secret. He discovered in his hearfs experi- 
ence that he could speak to God, and God would hear him. Thus saith the Lord, cried 


Moses. God speaks to men; let the whole world tremble. Yes, says David, but this also 
I have found: God listens to men, even to the voice of a shepherd-boy; let all mm 
everywhere rejoice. At this news there was such a burst of singing that ever since men 
have turned their ears to listen to it. But the message that the music brings, men are still 
slow of heart to believe. They join in the Psalms of David, but they keep not the rule of 
the road. They speak not to the Friend who journeys with them. 
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119 ALEPH. , 

BLESSED are the undefiled in the ^ 
way. 

Who walk in the law of the Lord. I 

Blessed are they that keep Ms testimonies, 

And that seek him with the whole heart. ^ 

They also do no iniquity: ( 

They walk in Ms ways. 

Thou hast commanded us to keep 1 

Thy precepts diligently. . ■ . , ^ 

0 that my ways were directed ; . ■ . I 

To keep thy statutes ! ' 

Then shall I not be ashamed, 

When I have respect unto all thy command- l 
meats. ] 

1 will praise thee with uprightness of heart, 1 
When I shall have learned thy righteous 3 

judgments. j 

I will keep thy statutes : ' ■ \ , t : ■ : ■ 3 

O forsake me not utterly. 3 
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Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse Ms 
way? 

By taking heed thereto according to thy 
word. 

With my whole heart have I sought thee: 

0 let me not wander from thy command- 
ments. 

Thy word have I Md in mine heart, 

That 1 might not sin against thee. 

Blessed art thou, O Lord: 

Teach me thy statutes. 

With my lips have I declared 
All the judgments of thy mouth. 

1 have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies. 
As much as in all riches. 

I will meditate in thy precepts. 

And have respect unto thy ways. 

I will delight myself in thy statutes: 

I will not forget thy word. 
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GIMEL. 

Deal bountifully with thy servant, that I 
may live. 

And keep thy word. 

Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold 
Wondrous things out of thy law. 

1 am a stranger in the earth: 

Hide not thy commandments from me. 

My soul breaketh for the longing 
That it hath unto thy judgments at all times. 
Thou hast rebuked the proud that are cursed. 
Which do err from thy commandments. 
Remove from me reproach and contempt: 
For I have kept thy testimonies. 

Princes also did sit and speak against me: 
But thy servant did meditate in thy statutes. 
Thy testimonies also are my delight 
And my counsellors. 

DALETH. 

My soul cleaveth unto the dust: 

Quicken thou me according to thy word. 

I have declared my ways, and thou heardest 
me: 

Teach me thy statutes. 

Make me to understand the way of thy pre- 
cepts : 

So shall I talk of thy wondrous works. 

My soul melteth for heaviness: 

Strengthen thou me according unto thy 
word. 

Remove from me the way of lying: 

And grant me thy law graciously. 

I have chosen the way of truth: 

Thy judgments have I laid before me. 

I have stuck unto thy testimonies: 

0 Lord, put me not to shame. 

1 will run the way of thy commandments. 
When thou shalt enlarge my heart. 

HE. 

Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes; 
And I shall keep it unto the end. 

Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy 
law; 

Yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart. 
Make me to go in the path of thy command- 
ments; 


For therem do I delight. 

Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, 

And not to covetousness. 

Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity; 
And quicken thou me in thy way, 

Stablish thy word unto thy servant. 

Who is devoted to thy fear. 

Turn away my reproach which 1 fear: 

For thy judgments are good. 

Behold, I have longed after thy precepts: 
Quicken me in thy righteousness. 


VAU. 

Let thy mercies come also unto me, O Lord, 

Even thy salvation, according to thy word. 

So shall I have wherewith to answer him 
that reproached! me: 

For I trust in thy word. 

And take not the word of truth utterly out 
of my mouth; 

For I have hoped in thy judgments. 

So shall I keep thy law continually 

For ever and ever. 

And I will walk at liberty: 

For I seek thy precepts. 

I will speak of thy testimonies also before 
kings. 

And will not be ashamed. 

And I will delight myself in thy command- 
ments. 

Which I have loved. 

My hands also will I lift up unto thy com- 
mandments, which I have loved; 

And I will meditate in thy statutes. 


ZAIN. 

Remember the word unto thy servant. 
Upon which thou hast caused me to hope. 
This is my comfort in my affliction: 

For thy word hath quickened me. 

The proud have had me greatly in derision: 
Yet have I not declined from thy law. 

I remembered thy judgments of old, 0 
Lord; 

And have comforted myself. 

Horror hath taken hold upon me 
Because of the wicked that forsake thy law. 


Many people have a mistaken idea of this Psalm. They look upon it as a formal and somewhat artificial 
hymn in praise of ‘the Law of the Lord’, designed as an aid for the instruction of the youth of Israel. The 
alphabetical arrangement of its stanzas may have contributed to this impression. The words dividing the 
Psalm are the names of the letters of the Hebrew alphabet. The lines of each stanza begin with the letter 
indicated. But the P salm is far from being a formal lesson of instruction, and the Law referred to covers the 
whole revelation of God as a guide to life. There is not anywhere in the Psalter more practical and valuable 
help to the cultivation of spiritual life than is to be found in this Psalmist’s intimate and devout communion 
with God. 
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Thy statutes have been my songs 
In the house of my pilgrimage. 

I have remembered thy name, O Lord* in 
the night* 

And have kept thy law. 

This I had* 

Because I kept thy precepts. 

CHETH. 

Thou art my portion, O Lord: 

I have said that I would keep thy words. 

I intreated thy favour with my whole heart: 
Be merciful unto me according to thy word. 
I thought on my ways. 

And turned my feet unto thy testimonies. 

I made haste, and delayed not 
To keep thy commandments. 

The bands of the wicked have robbed me: 
But I have not forgotten thy law. 

At midnight I will rise to give thanks unto 
thee 

Because of thy righteous judgments. 

I am a companion of all them that fear thee. 
And of them that keep thy precepts. 

The earth, O Lord, is full of thy mercy: 
Teach me thy statutes. 


I know, O Lord, that thy judgments are 
right. 

And that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted 
me. 

Let, I pray thee, thy merciful kindness be 
for my comfort, 

According to thy word unto thy servant. 

Let thy tender mercies come unto me, that 
I may live: 

For thy law is my delight. 

Let the proud be ashamed; for they dealt 
perversely with me without a cause: 

But I will meditate in thy precepts. 

Let those that fear thee turn unto me. 

And those that have known thy testimonies. 

Let my heart be sound in thy statutes; 

That I be not ashamed. 


CAPH. 

My soul fainteth for thy salvation: 

But I hope in thy word. 

Mine eyes fail for thy word. 

Saying, When wilt thou comfort me? 

For I am become like a bottle in the smoke; 
Yet do I not forget thy statutes. 

How many are the days of thy servant? 


Thou hast dealt well with thy servant, 

O Lord, according unto thy word. 

Teach me good judgment and knowledge: 
For I have believed thy commandments. 
Before I was afflicted I went astray: 

But now have I kept thy word. 

Thou art good, and doest good; 

Teach me thy statutes. 

The proud have forged a lie against me: 
But I will keep thy precepts with my whole 
heart. 

Their heart is as fat as grease; 

But I delight in thy law. 

It is good for me that I have been afflicted; 
That I might learn thy statutes. 

The law of thy mouth is better unto me 
Than thousands of gold and silver. 

^ -fill 

JOD. 

Thy hands have made me and fashioned me; 


Give me understanding, that I may learn 
thy commandments. 

They that fear thee will be glad when they 
see me; : ; • ; 

Because I have hoped in thy word. 


When wilt thou execute judgment on them 
that persecute me? 

The proud have digged pits for me. 

Which are not after thy law. 

All thy commandments are faithful: 

They persecute me wrongfully; help thou 
me. 

They had almost consumed me upon earth; 
But I forsook not thy precepts. 

Quicken me after thy lovingkindness; 

So shall I keep the testimony of thy mouth. 


LAMED. 

For ever, O Lord, 

Thy word is settled in heaven. 

Thy faithfulness is unto all generations: 
Thou hast established the earth, and it 
abideth. 

They continue this day according to thin e 
ordinances : 

For all are thy servants. 

Unless thy law had been my delights, 

I should then have perished in mine afflic- 
tion. 

I will never forget thy precepts : 

For with them thou hast quickened me. 

I am thine, save me; 

For I have sought thy precepts. 


The wicked have waited for me to destroy 
me: 

But I will consider thy testimonies. 

I have seen an end of all perfection: 

But thy commandment is exceeding broad. 

MEM. 

0 how love I thy law! 

It is my meditation all the day. 

Thou through thy commandments hast made 
me wiser than mine enemies : 

For they are ever with me. 

1 have more understanding than all my 
teachers: 

For thy testimonies are my meditation. 

I understand more than the ancients. 
Because I keep thy precepts. 

I have refrained my feet from every evil way. 
That I might keep thy word. 

I have not departed from thy judgments: 
For thou hast taught me. 

How sweet are thy words unto my taste! 
Yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
Through thy precepts I get understanding: 
Therefore I hate every false way. 

NUN. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet. 

And a light unto my path. 

I have sworn, and I will perform it. 

That I will keep thy righteous judgments. 

I am afflicted very much: 

Quicken me, O Lord, according unto thy 
word. 

Accept, I beseech thee, the freewill offerings 
of my mouth, O Lord, 

And teach me thy judgments. 

My soul is continually in my hand: 

Yet do I not forget thy law. 

The wicked have laid a snare for me: 

Yet I erred not from thy precepts. 

Thy testimonies have I taken as an heritage 
for ever; 

For they are the rejoicing of my heart. 

I have inclined mine heart to perform thy 
statutes 

Alway, even unto the end. 

SAMECH. 

I hate vain thoughts: 

But thy law do I love. 

Thou art my hiding place and my shield: 

I hope in thy word. 

Depart from me, ye evildoers: 


PSALM,, 119, 135 

For I will keep the commandments of my 
God. 

Uphold me according unto thy word, that I 
may live: 

And let me not be ashamed of my hope. 
Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe: 

And I will have respect unto thy statutes 
continually. 

Thou hast trodden down all them that err 
from thy statutes : 

For their deceit is falsehood. 

Thou puttest away all the wicked of the earth 
like dross: 

Therefore I love thy testimonies. 

My flesh trembleth for fear of thee; 

And I am afraid of thy judgments, 

AIN. 

I have done judgment and justice: 

Leave me not to mine oppressors. 

Be surety for thy servant for good: 

Let not the proud oppress me. 

Mine eyes fail for thy salvation. 

And for the word of thy righteousness. 

Deal with thy servant according unto thy 
mercy. 

And teach me thy statutes. 

I am thy servant; give me understanding, 
That I may know thy testimonies. 

It is time for thee. Lord, to work: 

For they have made void thy law. 

Therefore I love thy commandments 
Above gold; yea, above fine gold. 

Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concern- 
ing all things to be right 
And I hate every false way. 


PE. 

Thy testimonies are wonderful: 

Therefore doth my soul keep them. 

The entrance of thy words giveth light; 

It giveth understanding unto the simple. 

I opened my mouth, and panted : 

For I longed for thy commandments. 

Look thou upon me, and be merciful unto 
me, 

As thou usest to do unto those that love thy 
\';name^ 

Order my steps in thy word: 

And let not any iniquity have dominion over 
me. 

Deliver me from the oppression of man: 

So will I keep thy precepts. 

Make thy face to shine upon thy servant; 
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And teach me thy statutes. 

Rivers of waters run down mine eyes* 
Because they keep not thy law. 

TZADDI. 

Righteous art thou* O Lord* 

And upright are thy judgments. 

Thy testimonies that thou hast commanded 
are righteous 
And very faithful. 

My zeal hath consumed me* 

Because mine enemies have forgotten thy 
words. 

Thy word is very pure: 

Therefore thy servant loveth it. 

I am small and despised: 

Yet do not I forget thy precepts. 

Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteous- 
ness* 

And thy law is the truth. 

Trouble and anguish have taken hold on me : 
Yet thy commandments are my delights. 
The righteousness of thy testimonies is ever- 
lasting: 

Give me understanding* and I shall live. 


KOPH. 

; I cried with my whole heart; hear me* O 
Lord: 

I will keep thy statutes. 

I cried unto thee; save me* 

And I shall keep thy testimonies. 

I prevented the dawning of the morning, 
and cried: 

I hoped in thy word. 

Mine eyes prevent the night watches, 

That I might meditate in thy word. 

Hear my voice according unto thy loving- 
kindness: 

, O Lord* quicken me according to thy judg- 
ment. 

They draw nigh that follow after mischief: 

They are far from thy law. 

Thou art near, O Lord; 

, And all thy commandments are truth. 

Concerning thy testimonies* I have known of 
old 

That thou hast founded them for ever. 


RESH. 

Consider mine affliction, and deliver me: 
For I do not forget thy law. 

Plead my cause* and deliver me: 


Quicken me according to thy word. 
Salvation is far from the wicked: 

For they seek not thy statutes. 

Great are thy tender merdes* O Lord: 
Quicken me according to thy judgments. 
Many are my persecutors and mine enemies; 
Yet do I not decline from thy testimonies. 

I beheld the transgressors* and was grieved; 
Because they kept not thy word. 

Consider how I love thy precepts: 

Quicken me* O Lord* according to thy 
lovingkindness. 

Thy word is true from the beginning: 

And every one of thy righteous judgments 
endureth for ever. 


SCHXN. 

Princes have persecuted me without a cause: 
But my heart standeth in awe of thy word. 
I rejoice at thy word* 

As one that findeth great spoil. 

I hate and abhor lying: 

But thy law do I love. 

Seven times a day do I praise thee 
Because of thy righteous judgments. 

Great peace have they which love thy law: 
And nothing shall offend them. 

Lord* I have hoped for thy salvation* 

And done thy commandments. 

My soul hath kept thy testimonies; 

And I love them exceedingly. 

I have kept thy precepts and thy testimonies : 
For all my ways are before thee. 


TAU. 

Let my cry come near before thee* O Lord: 
Give me understanding according to thy 
word. 

Let my supplication come before thee: 
Deliver me according to thy word. 

My lips shall utter praise* * 

When thou hast taught me thy statutes. 

My tongue shall speak of thy word: 

For all thy commandments are righteous- 
ness. 

Let thine hand help me; 

For I have chosen thy precepts. 

I have longed for thy salvation* O Lord; 
And thy law is my delight. 

Let my soul live* and it shall praise thee ; 
And let thy judgments help me, 

I have gone astray like a lost sheep ; seek thy 
servant; 

For I do not forget thy commandments. 



AT NIGHTFALL Psalms 120 — 134 

The following Psalms are usually regarded as a group of songs used by pilgrims on their 
way to the Temple for the celebration of a festival or the keeping of a religious anniver- 
sary. They are most appropriate for the purpose , and many centuries have confirmed 
the practice * But they always bring to our mind the picture of a caravanserai into 
which the travellers are drawing for the night . As each one enters and takes his place 
in the growing company he tells Ms story, or gives expression to the thoughts and feelings 
that have cheered him on the way 3 but all without a trace of personal pride or triumph . 
It is not of themselves , but of their Lord they speak He is their joy and glory; and night 
falls , to the hallowing of His name and the peace of His protection . 


A Song of degrees. 

IN my distress I cried unto the 
Lord, 

And he heard me. 

Deliver my soul, O Lord, from lying lips, 
And from a deceitful tongue. 

What shall be given unto thee? or what shall 
be done unto thee, 

Thou false tongue? 

Sharp arrows of the mighty. 

With coals of juniper. 

Woe is me, that I sojourn in Mesech, 

That I dwell in the tents of Kedar! 

My soul hath long dwelt 
With Mm that hateth peace. 

I am for peace: 

But when I speak, they are for war. 


A Song of degrees. 

I WILL lift up mine eyes unto the 
hills. 

From whence cometh my help. 

My help cometh from the Lord, 

Which made heaven and earth. 

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: 

He that keepeth thee will not slumber. 
Behold, he that keepeth Israel 
Shall neither slumber nor sleep. 

The Lord is thy keeper: 

The Lord is thy shade upon thy right 
hand. 

The sun shall not smite thee by day. 

Nor the moon by night. 

The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: 
He shall preserve thy soul. 

The Lord shall preserve thy going out and 
thy coming in 

From this time forth, and even for ever- 
more. 




A Song of degrees of David. 

I WAS glad when they said unto 
me. 

Let us go into the house of the Lord. 

Our feet shall stand 
Within thy gates, O Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem is builded 

As a city that is compact together : 

Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the 
Lord, 

Unto the testimony of Israel, 

To give thanks unto the name of the Lord. 
For there are set thrones of judgment,. 

The thrones of the house of David. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 

They shall prosper that love thee. 

Peace be within thy walls, 

And prosperity within thy palaces. 

For my brethren and companions 5 sakes, 

I will now say. Peace be within thee. 
Because of the house of the Lord our God 
I will seek thy good. 


A Song of degrees. 

UNTO thee lift I up mine eyes, 

O thou that dwellest in the heavens. 

Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the 
hand of their masters, 

And as the eyes of a maiden unto the hand 
of her mistress; 

So our eyes wait upon the Lord our God* 
Until that he have mercy upon us. 

Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy 
upon us : 

For we are exceedingly filled with contempt. 
Our soul is exceedingly filled 
With the scorning of those that are at ease. 
And with the contempt of the proud. 
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A Song of degrees of David. 


IF it had not been the Lord who 
was on our side* 

Now may Israel say; 

If it had not been the Lord who was on our 
side* 

When men rose up against us : 

Then they had swallowed us up quick* 
When their wrath was kindled against us : 
Then the waters had overwhelmed us* 

The stream had gone over our soul: 

Then the proud waters had gone over our 
soul. 

Blessed be the Lord* 

Who hath not given us as a prey to their 
teeth. 

Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare 
of the fowlers : 

The snare is broken* and we are escaped. 
Our help is in the name of the Lord* 

Who made heaven and earth. 
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A Song of degrees. 


THEY that trust in the Lord 

Shall be as mount Zion* which cannot be 
removed* but abideth for ever. 

As the mountains are round about Jerusa- 
lem* 

So the Lord is round about his people 

From henceforth even for ever. 

For the rod of the wicked shall not rest upon 
the lot of the righteous; 

Lest the righteous put forth their hands unto 
iniquity. 

Do good* O Lord* unto those that be good* 

And to them that are upright in their hearts. 

As for such as turn aside unto their crooked 
ways* 

The Lord shall lead them forth with the 
workers of iniquity: 

But peace shall be upon Israel. 
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A Song of degrees. 

WHEN the Lord turned again the 
captivity of Zion* 

We were like them that dream. 

Then was our mouth filled with laughter* 

And our tongue with singing: 

Then said they among the heathen, 

if! if® 1 ’ f one S reat for them, 
lhe Lord hath done great things for us; 
Whereof we are glad. 


Turn again our captivity, O Lord, 

As the streams in the south. 

They that sow in tears shall reap in joy 
He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing 
■ precious seed, 

Shall doubtless come again with rejoicin'* 
bringing his sheaves with him. 
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A Song of degrees for Solomon. 

EXCEPT the Lord build the house 
They labour in vain that build it: 5 

Except the Lord keep the city. 

The watchman waketh but in v ain 
It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up 
late. 

To eat the bread of sorrows: 

For so he giveth his beloved sleep. 

Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: 
And the fruit of the womb is his reward.’ 
As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man: 
So are children of the youth. 5 

Happy is the man that hath his quiver ful' 
of them: 

They shall not be ashamed. 

But they shall speak with the enemies in the 
gate. 
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A Song of degrees. 


BLESSED is every one that fear- 
eth the Lord; 

That walketh in his ways. 

For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands : 

Happy shall thou be* and it shall be well 
with thee. 

Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the 
sides of thine house: 

Thy children like olive plants round about 
thy table. 

Behold* that thus shall the man be blessed 

That feareth the Lord. 

The Lord shall bless thee out of Zion: 

And thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all 
the days of thy life. 

Yea* thou shalt see thy children’s children, 

And peace upon Israel. 
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A Song of degrees. 


MANY a time have they afflicted 
me from my youth* 

May Israel now say: 

Many a time have they afflicted me from my 
youth: 




Except the Lord keep the city , the watchman waketh but in vain 
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Yet they have not prevailed against me. 

The plowers plowed upon my back: 

They made long their furrows. 

The Lord is righteous : 

He hath cut asunder the cords of the wicked. 
Let them all be confounded and turned back 
That hate Zion. 

Let them be as the grass upon the housetops* 
Which withereth afore it groweth up: 
Wherewith the mower filleth not his hand; 
Nor he that bindeth sheaves his bosom. 
Neither do they which go by say* 

The blessing of the Lord be upon you: 

We bless you in the name of the Lord. 



A Song of degrees. 


OUT of the depths have I cried 
unto thee* O Lord. 

Lord* hear my voice: 

Let thine ears be attentive 
To the voice of my supplications. 

If thou* Lord* shouldest mark iniquities* 

0 Lord* who shall stand? 

But there is forgiveness with thee* 

That thou mayest be feared. 

1 wait for the Lord* my soul doth wait* 

And in his word do I hope. 

My soul waiteth for the Lord 
More than they that watch for the morning: 
I say* more than they that watch for the 
morning. 

Let Israel hope in the Lord : 

For with the Lord there is mercy* 

And with him is plenteous redemption. 

And he shall redeem Israel 
From all his iniquities. 



A Song of degrees of David. 


LORD* my heart is not haughty* nor 
mine eyes lofty: 

Neither do I exercise myself in great matters* 


Or in things too high for me. 

Surely I have behaved and quieted myself* 
As a child that is weaned of his mother: 
My soul is even as a weaned child. 

Let Israel hope in the Lord 
F rom henceforth and for ever. 


A Song of degrees. 

LORD* remember David* 

And all his afflictions : 

How he sware unto the Lord* 

And vowed unto the mighty God of Jacob; 
Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of 
my house* 

Nor go up into my bed; 

I will not give sleep to mine eyes* 

Or slumber to mine eyelids* 

Until I find out a place for the Lord* 

An habitation for the mighty God of Jacob. 
Lo* we heard of it at Ephratah: 

We found it in the fields of the wood. 

We will go into his tabernacles: 

We will worship at his footstool. 

Arise* O Lord* into thy rest; 

Thou* and the ark of thy strength. 

Let thy priests be clothed with righteous- 
ness ; 

And let thy saints shout for joy. 

For thy servant David’s sake 
Turn not away the face of thine anointed. 
The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; 
He will not turn from it; 

Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy 
throne. 

If thy children will keep my covenant 
And my testimony that I shall teach them* 
Their children shall also sit upon thy throne 
for evermore. 

For the Lord hath chosen Zion; 

He hath desired it for his habitation. 

This is my rest for ever: 
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Here will I dwell; for I have desired it, 

I will abundantly bless her provision: 

X will satisfy her poor with bread, 

I will also clothe her priests with salvation: 
And her saints shall shout aloud for joy. 
There will I make the horn of David to bud: 
I have ordained a lamp for mine anointed. 
His enemies will X clothe with shame: 

But upon himself shall his crown flourish. 


That went down to the skirts of his gar- 
ments; 

As the dew of Hermon, 

And as the dew that descended upon the 
mountains of Zion: 

For there the Lord commanded the bless- 
ing. 

Even life for evermore. 


A Song of degrees of David. 

BEHOLD, "how good and how 
pleasant it is 

For brethren to dwell together in unity! 

It is like the precious ointment upon the 
head. 

That ran down upon the beard. 

Even Aaron’s beard: 



A Song of degrees. 

BEHOLD, bless ye the Lord, all 
ye servants of the Lord, 

Which by night stand in the house of the 
Lord. 

Lift up your hands in the sanctuary. 

And bless the Lord. 

The Lord that made heaven and earth 
Bless thee out of Zion. 



TO THE END OF THE JOURNEY 


Psalms 135 — 145 


As we read these closing Psalm we feel the time has come for us to take leave of the 
company we joined when we opened the book. They gather round to speed us on our 
way 3 and we catch the sound of a great refrain ; their parting wordy to be remembered 
unto the end of the journey . In our minds are thoughts of the unknown road we are 
about to travel ; of the unknown days that lie ahead; of the fellowship we shall miss, and 
the songs we shall often try to recall. But the refrain these people keep repeating we can 
never lose y never forget 3 — His mercy endurethfor ever. 


PRAISE ye the Lord. 

Praise ye the name of the Lord; 
Praise him, O ye servants of the Lord. 

Ye that stand in the house of the Lord, 

In the courts of the house of our God, 
Praise the Lord; for the Lord is good: 

Sing praises unto his name; for it is pleasant. 
For the Lord hath chosen Jacob unto him- 
self, 

And Israel for his peculiar treasure. 

For I know that the Lord is great. 

And that our Lord is above all gods. 
Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did he 
In heaven, and in earth, in the seas, and all 
deep places. 

He causeth the vapours to ascend from the 
ends of the earth; 

He maketh lightnings for the rain; 
tie bringeth the wind out of his treasuries. 
Who smote the firstborn of Egypt, 

Both of man and beast. 

Who sent tokens and wonders into the midst 
of thee, O Egypt, 


Upon Pharaoh, and upon all his servants. 
Who smote great nations. 

And slew mighty kings; 

Sihon king of the Amorites, 

And Og king of Bashan, 

And all the kingdoms of Canaan: 

And gave their land for an heritage. 

An heritage unto Israel his people. 

Thy name, O Lord, endureth for ever; 

And thy memorial, O Lord, throughout all 
generations. 

For the Lord will judge his people. 

And he will repent himself concerning his 
servants. 

The idols of the heathen are silver and gold. 
The work of men’s hands. 

They have mouths, but they speak not; 
Eyes have they, but they see not; 

They have ears, but they hear not; 

Neither is there any breath in their mouths. 
They that make them are like unto them: 
So is every one that trusteth in them. 

Bless the Lord, O house of Israel: 
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Bless the Lord, O house of Aaron: 
Bless the Lord, O house of Levi: 

Ye that fear the Lord, bless the Lord, 
Blessed be the Lord out of Zion, 
Which dwelleth at Jerusalem. 

Praise ye the Lord. 


O GIVE thanks unto the Lord; 
for he is good : 

For his mercy endureth for ever. 

O give thanks unto the God of gods: 

For his mercy endureth for ever. 

O give thanks to the Lord of lords: 

For his mercy endureth for ever. 

To him who alone doeth great wonders: 
For his mercy endureth for ever. 

To him that by wisdom made the heavens: 
For his mercy endureth for ever. 

To him that stretched out the earth above 
the waters: ' 

For his mercy endureth for ever. 

To him that made great lights: 

1 For his mercy endureth for ever: 

The sun to rule by day: 

For his mercy endureth for ever: 

The moon and stars to rule by night: 

For his mercy endureth for ever. 

To Mm that smote Egypt in their firstborn: 
For his mercy endureth for ever: 

And brought out Israel from among them: 
For Ms mercy endureth for ever: 

With a strong hand, and with a stretched out 
arm: 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever. 

To him which divided the Red sea into parts : 
For Ms mercy endureth for ever: 

And made Israel to pass through the midst 
of it: 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever: 

But overthrew Pharaoh and Ms host in the 
Red sea: 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever. 

To Mm wMch led Ms people through the 
wilderness: 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever. 

To him which smote great kings : 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever: 

And slew famous kings: 

For Ms mercy endureth for evef : 

Sihon king of the Amorites: 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever: 

And Og the king of Bashan: 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever: 

And gave their land for an heritage: 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever : 


PSALM 138, 3 

Even an heritage unto Israel Ms servant: 
For his mercy endureth for ever. ' 

Who remembered us in our low estate: 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever: 

And hath redeemed us from our enemies: 
For Ms mercy endureth for ever. 

Who giveth food to all flesh: 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever. 

O give thanks unto the God of heaven: 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever. 

m BY the rivers of Babylon, 

There we sat down, yea, we wept. 
When we remembered Zion. 

We hanged our harps 

Upon the willows in the midst thereof. 

For there they that carried us away captive 
required of us a song; 

And they that wasted us required of us mirth, 
saying, 

Sing us one of the songs of Zion. 

How shall we sing the Lord’s song 
In a strange land? 

If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, 

Let my right hand forget her cunning. 1 
If I do not remember thee. 

Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
■ mouth; 

If I prefer not Jerusalem 
Above my cMef joy. 

Remember, O Lord, the children of Edom 
In the day of Jerusalem; 

Who said. Rase it, rase it, 

Even to the foundation thereof. 

O daughter of Babylon, who art to be de- 
stroyed; 

Happy s hall he be, that rewarded! thee 
As thou hast served us. 

Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth 
thy litde ones 
Against the stones. 

138 A 3Psa * in Davi<i ’ 

I WILL praise thee with my whole 
heart: 

Before the gods will I sing praise unto thee. 
I will worsMp toward thy holy temple, 

And praise thy name for thy lovingkindness 
and for thy truth: 

For thou hast magnified thy word above all 
thy name. 

In the day when I cried thou answeredst me. 
And strengthenedst me with strength in my 
soul. 
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PSALM 138, 4 

All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, 
O Lord, 

When they hear the words of thy mouth. 

Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the Lord : 

For great is the glory of the Lord.. 

Though the Lord be high, yet hath he 
respect unto the lowly: 

Bpt the proud he knoweth afar off. 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou 
wilt revive me: 

Thou shalt stretch forth thine hand against 
the wrath of mine enemies. 

And thy right hand shall save me. 

The Lord will perfect that which concerneth 
me: 

Thy mercy, O Lord, endureth for ever: 

Forsake not the works of thine own hands. 


If O ifll To the chief Musician, A Psalm of 

ijy David - 

O LORD, thou hast searched me, 
and known me. 1 

Thou knowest my downsitting and mine 
uprising. 

Thou understandest my thought afar off. 
Thou compassest my path and my lying 
down. 

And art acquainted with all my ways. 

For there is not a word in my tongue. 

But, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether. 
Thou hast beset me behind and before. 

And laid thine hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

It is high, I cannot attain unto it. 

'Whither shall I go from thy spirit? 

Or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 
If I ascend up into heavenj thou art there: 
If I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art 
there. 

If I take the wings of the morning, 

And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 
Even there shall thy hand lead me. 

And thy right hand shall hold me. 

If I say, Surely the darkness shall covht me; 
Even the night shall be light about me. 

Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; 
But the night shineth as the day: 


Marvellous are thy works; 

And that my soul knoweth right well. 

My substance was not hid from thee. 

When I was made in secret. 

And curiously wrought in the lowest parts of 
the earth. 

Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being 
imperfect; 

And in thy book ail my members were 
written. 

Which in continuance were fashioned. 
When as yet there was none of them. 

How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, 
OGod! 

How great is the sum of them! 

If I should count them, they are more in 
number than the sand: 

When I awake, I am still with thee. 

Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God: 
Depart from me therefore, ye bloody men. 
For they speak against thee wickedly. 

And thine enemies take thy name in vain. 
Do not I hate them, O Lord, that hate thee? 
And am not I grieved with those that rise up 
against thee? 

I hate them with perfect hatred: 

I count them mine enemies. 

Search me, O God, and know my heart: 
Try me, and know my thoughts: 

And see if there be any wicked way in me. 
And lead me in the way everlasting. 


If A f\ To the chief Musician, A Psalm of 

LtU ^ 

DELIVER me, O Lord, from the 
evil man: 

Preserve me from the violent man; 

Which imagine mischiefs in their heart; 

Continually are they gathered together for 
war. 

They have sharpened their tongues like a 
serpent; 

Adders’ poison is under their lips. [Selah.] 

Keep me, O Lord, from the hands of the 
wicked; 

Preserve me from the violent man; 


The darkness and the light are both alike to 
thee. 

For thou hast possessed my reins: 

Thou hast covered me in my mother’s womb. 
I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made: 


Who have purposed to overthrow my goings 
The proud have hid a snare for me, anc 
cords; 

They have spread a net by the wayside; 
They have set gins for me. [Selah. 

I said unto the Lord, Thou art my God: 


• * uuw uuv* jluuu ojll JUijr vjuw* 

1 crowning Psalm of the Psalter for the loftiness of its thought and expression. God’s Infinite Pattt 
pervades the whole of our existence. 


Hear the voice of my supplications, O Lord. 

0 God the Lord, the strength of my salva- 
tion. 

Thou hast covered my head in the day of 
battle. 

Grant not, O Lord, the desires of the 
wicked : 

Further not his wicked device; lest they 
exalt themselves, [Selah,] 

As for the head of those that compass me 
about, 

Let the mischief of their own lips cover 
them. 

Let burning coals fall upon them: 

Let them be cast into the fire; 

Into deep pits, that they rise not up again. 

Let not an evil speaker be established in the 
earth: 

Evil shall hunt the violent man to overthrow 
him, 

1 know that the Lord will maintain the cause 
of the afflicted. 

And the right of the poor. 

Surely the righteous shall give thanks unto 
thy name: 

The upright shall dwell in thy presence. 



A Psalm of David. 


LORD, I cry unto thee: make haste 
unto me; 

Give ear unto my voice, when I cry unto 
thee. 

Let my prayer be set forth before thee as 
incense; 

And the lifting up of my hands as the evening 
sacrifice. 

Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; 

Keep the door of my lips. 

Incline not my heart to any evil thing. 

To practise wicked works 

With men that work iniquity: 

And let me not eat of their dainties. 


Let the righteous smite me; it shall be a 


kindness: 

And let him reprove me; it shall be an ex- 
cellent oil. 

Which shall not break my head: 

For yet my prayer also shall be in their 
calamities. 

When their judges are overthrown in stony 
' places. 

They shall hear my words; for they are 
, sweet. 

Our bones are scattered at the graves’ mouth. 


PSALM 143,3 

As when one cutteth and cleaveth wood upon, 
the earth. . . 

But mine eyes are unto thee, O God the 
Lord: 

In thee is my trust; leave, not my soul desti- 
tute. 

Keep me from the snares which ' they have 
laid for me. 

And the gins of the workers of iniquity. 

Let the wicked fall into 'their own nets, 

Whilst that I withal escape. 


m Maschil of David; A Prayer when, he 
was in the cave. 

I CRIED unto the Lord with my 
voice; 

With my voice unto the Lord did I make my 
supplication. 

I poured out my complaint before him; 

I shewed before him my trouble. 

When my spirit was overwhelmed within 
me, then thou knewest my path. 

In the way wherein I walked have they 
privily laid a snare for me. 

I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but 
there was no man that would know me: 
Refiige failed me; no man cared for my 
soul. 

I cried unto thee, O Lord: 

I said, Thou art my refuge 
And my portion in the land of the living. 
Attend unto my cry; for I am brought very 
low: 

Deliver me from my persecutors; for they 
are stronger than I. 

Bring my soul out of prison, that I may 
praise thy name: 

The righteous shall compass me about; 

For thou shalt deal bountifully with me. 


A Psalm of David. 

EAR my prayer, O Lord, give 
ear to my supplications : 

In thy faithfulness answer me, and in thy 
righteousness. 

And enter not into judgment with thy serv- 
ant: 

For in thy sight shall no man living be 
justified. 

For the enemy hath persecuted my soul; 

He hath smitten my life down to the ground ; 

He hath made me to dwell in darkness, as 
those that have been long dead. 
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roAUCVL 4 

Therefore is my spirit overwhelmed within 
me; 

My heart within me is desolate, 

I remember the days of old; 

I meditate on all thy works; 

I muse on. the work of thy hands, 

I stretch forth my hands unto thee: 

My soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty land. 

ISelah.j 

Hear me speedily, O Lord : my spirit faileth : 
Hide not thy face from me, 

Lest I be like unto them that go down into 
the pit. 

Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the 
morning; 

For in thee do I trust: 

Cause me to know the way wherein I should 
walk; 

For I lift up my soul unto thee. 

Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies: 

I flee unto thee to hide me. 

Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my 
God: 

Thy spirit is good; lead me into the land of 


Send thine hand from above; 

Rid me, and deliver me out of great waters, 

From the hand of strange children; 

Whose mouth speaketh vanity. 

And their right hand is a right hand of false- 
hood. 

1 will sing a new song unto thee, O God: 

Upon a psaltery and an instrument of ten 
strings will I sing praises unto thee. 

It is he that giveth salvation unto kings: 

Who delivereth David his servant, from the 
hurtful sword. 

Rid me, and deliver me from the hand of 
strange children. 

Whose mouth speaketh vanity. 

And their right hand is a right hand of false- 
hood: 

That our sons may be as plants grown up in 
their youth; 

That our daughters may be as comer stones, 
polished after the similitude of a palace: 

That our gamers may be full, affording all 
manner of store: 

That our sheep may bring forth thousands 


uprightness. 

Quicken me, O Lord, for thy name’s sake: 
For thy righteousness’ sake bring my soul 
out of trouble. 

And of thy mercy cut off mine enemies, 
And destroy all them that afflict my soul: 1 
For I am thy servant. 
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BLESSED be the Lord my 
strength. 

Which teacheth my hands to war. 

And my fingers to fight: 

My goodness, and my fortress; 

My high tower, and my deliverer; 

My shield, and he in whom I trust; 

Who subdueth my people under me. 

Lord, what is man, that thou takest know- 
ledge of Mm! 

Or the son of man, that thou makest account 
1 1 of him! ; ' ; 

Man is like to vanity: 

His days are as a shadow that passeth away. 
Bow thy heavens, O Lord, and come down: 
Touch the mountains, and they shall smoke. 
Cast forth lightning, and scatter them: 
Shoot out thine arrows, and destroy them. 


and ten thousands in our streets : 

That our oxen may be strong to labour; 
That there be no breaking in, nor going out; 
That there be no complaining in our streets. 
Happy is that people, that is in such a case: 
Yea, happy is that people, whose God is the 
Lord. 


A Psalm of David. 
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David’s Psalm of praise. 


I WILL extol thee, my God, O 
king; 3 

And I will bless thy name for ever and ever. 

Every day will I bless thee; 

And I will praise thy name for ever and ever. 

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 

And Ms greatness is unsearchable. 

One generation shall praise thy works to 
another. 

And shall declare thy mighty acts. 

I will speak of the glorious honour of thy 
majesty. 

And of thy wondrous works. 

And men shall speak of the might of thy 
terrible acts: 

And I will declare thy greatness. 

They shall abundantly utter the memory of 
thy great goodness. 


When, ss children, we were perplexed by these and similar words, and we were too young to understand 
' any learned explanation of the difficulty, it was enough to be asked: What are the enemies that most severely 

^ not evil thoughts and wicked desires you would like to see destroyed? 

2 The Te Dettm of the Old Testament. 
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PSALM 147, i 

And shall sing of thy righteousness* The eyes of all wait upon thee; 

The Lord is gracious, and full of com*- And thou givest them their meat in due 
passion; season. 

Slow to anger, and of great mercy. Thou openest thine hand, 

The Lord is good to all: And satisfies! the desire of every living thing. 

And his tender mercies are over all his works. The Lord is righteous in all his ways. 

All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord; And holy in all his works. 

And thy saints shall bless thee. The Lord is nigh unto all them that call 

They shall speak of the glory of thy king- upon him, 
dom. To all that call upon him in truth. 

And talk of thy power; He will fulfil the desire of them that fear 

To make known to the sons of men his him: 

mighty acts. He also will hear their cry, and will save 

And the glorious majesty of his kingdom. them. 

Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, The Lord preserveth all them that love him: 

And thy dominion endureth throughout all But all the wicked will he destroy. 

generations . My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord : 

The Lord upholdeth all that fall. And let all flesh bless his holy name for ever 

And raiseth up all those that be bowed down. and ever. 


ANEW SONG Psalms 146 — 150 

We prefer to look on the following Psalms, not as part of the story of the hook, but as its 
epilogue, or appeal. The chorus of praise which fills these pages is not a concluding 
chorus, in the sense that it is the grand finale of a service of song . It is more like a call 
to praise than a chorus of praise; a call for more and better praise, for a universal 
song that every age will strive with exultation to enrich 
But what has happened to the response? What has become of the song that was so 
joyous, and so gloriously begun ? Has it died because there is no longer cause for gladness ? 
Has God ceased to be good to men ? Or, is it because, in a world of greater wonders, 
we have forgotten that He made them all, and in an age of speed and hurry we have no 
time to be thankful, no heart to be glad? Will no one strike the chord, or start the turn 
that all the world can sing, and in its singing find the way to the throne of God? 


PRAISE ye the Lord. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul. 

While I live will I praise the Lord: 

I will sing praises unto my God while I have 
any being. 

Put not your trust in princes. 

Nor in the son of man, in whom there is no 
help. 

His breath goeth forth, he retumeth to his 
earth; 

In that very day his thoughts perish. 

Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for 

. his help. 

Whose hope is in the Lord his God: 

Which made heaven, and earth, 

The sea, and all that therein is: 

Which keepeth truth for ever: 

Which executeth judgment for the op- 
pressed: 


Which giveth food to the hungry. 

The Lord looseth the prisoners : 

The Lord openeth the eyes of the blind: 
The Lord raiseth them that are bowed 
down: 

The Lord loveth the righteous : 

The Lord preserveth the strangers ; 

He relieveth the fatherless and widow: 

But the way of the wicked he turaeth upside 
down. 

The Lord shall reign for ever. 

Even thy God, O Zion, unto all generations. 
Praise ye the Lord. 


PRAISE ye the Lord: 

For it is good to sing praises unto 
our God; 

For it is pleasant; and praise is comely. 
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PSALM 147, 2 

The Lore* doth build up Jerusalem: 

He gathereth together the outcasts of Israel 
He healeth the broken in heart* 

And bindeth up their wounds. 

He telleth the number of the stars; 

He calleth them all by their names. 

Great is our Lord* and of great power: 

His understanding is infinite. 

The Lord lifteth up the meek: 

He casteth the wicked down to the ground. 
Sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving; 

Sing praise upon the harp unto our God: 
Who covereth the heaven with clouds* 

Who prepareth rain for the earth* 

Who maketh grass to grow upon the moun- 
tains. 

He giveth to the beast his food* 

And to the young ravens which cry. 

He delighteth not in the strength of the 
horse: 

He taketh not pleasure in the legs of a 
man. 

The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear 
him* 

In those that hope in his mercy. 

Praise the Lord* O Jerusalem; 

Praise thy God* O Zion. 

-iPor. he hath strengthened the bars of thy 
gates; 

He hath blessed thy children within thee. 
He maketh peace in thy borders* 

And filleth thee with the finest of the wheat. 
He sendeth forth his commandment upon 

His word runneth very swiftly. 

He giveth snow like wool: 

He scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes. 

He casteth forth his ice like morsels : 

Who can stand before his cold ? 

He sendeth out his word* and melteth them: 
He causeth his wind to blow* and the waters 
flow. 

He sheweth his word unto Jacob* 

PQs statutes and his judgments unto Israel. 
He hath not dealt so with any nation: 

And as for his judgments* they have not 
known them. 

Praise ye the Lord. 


PRAISE ye the Lord. 

Praise ye the Lord from the hea- 
vens: 

Praise him in the heights. 

Praise ye him* ail his angels: 


Praise ye him* all his hosts. 

Praise ye him* sun and moon: 

Praise him* all ye stars of light. 

Praise him* ye heavens of heavens* 

And ye waters that be above the heavens. 
Let them praise the name of the Lord : 

For he commanded* and they were created. 
He hath also stablished them for ever and 
ever: 

He hath made a decree which shall not pass. 
Praise the Lord from the earth* 

Ye dragons* and all deeps: 

Fire* and hail; snow* and vapours; 

Stormy wind fulfilling his word; 

Mountains* and all hills; 

Fruitful trees* and all cedars: 

Beasts* and all cattle; 

Creeping things* and flying fowl: 

Kings of the earth* and all people; 

Princes* and all judges of the earth: 

Both young men* and maidens; 

Old men* and children: 

Let them praise the name of the Lord: 

For his name alone is excellent; 

His glory is above the earth and heaven. 

He also exalteth the horn of his people* 

The praise of all his saints; 

Even of the children of Israel* a people near 
unto him. 

Praise ye the Lord. 


PRAISE ye the Lord. 

Sing unto the Lord a new song* 
And his praise in the congregation of saints. 
Let Israel rejoice in him that made him: 
Let the children, of Zion be joyful in their 
King. 

Let them praise his name in the dance: 

Let them sing praises unto him with the 
timbrel and harp. 

For the Lord taketh pleasure in his people: 
He will beautify the meek with salvation. 
Let the saints be joyful in glory: 

Let them sing aloud upon their beds. 

Let the high praises of God be in their 
mouth* 

And a twoedged sword in their hand; 

To execute vengeance upon the heathen* 
And punishments upon the people* 

To bind their kings with chains* 

And their nobles with fetters of iron; 

To execute upon them the judgment written: 
this honour have all his saints. 

Praise ye the Lord. 
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SING UNTO THE LORD A NEW SONG 

Have we not a thousand times more reason for praise than people who lived more than 
two thousand years ago? Has not God increased His blessings to the sons of mm a 
thousand-fold since David’s day? And yet, among the new songs we sing> where is the 
praise of His glory? 


1 PRAISE ye the Lord. 

IJv Praise God in his sanctuary: 
Praise him in the firmament of his power. 
Praise him for his mighty acts: 

Praise him according to his excellent great- 
ness. 

Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: 
Praise him with the psaltery and harp. 


Praise him with the timbrel and dance: 
Praise him with stringed instruments and 
organs. 

Praise him upon the loud cymbals : 

Praise him upon the high sounding cymbals. 
Let every thing that hath breath praise the 
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THE PROVERBS 


THE HOMELIEST FORM OF HEAVENLY WISDOM 

Another form of literature enters the service of revelation. But before considering 
it we must look at the section in which it is placed. In the previous sections it has been 
our practice to go behind the books to the backgrounds pictured there. These back- 
grounds, we observed, were the common , universal backgrounds of human existence. 
Naturally they had been tinged with local colour, but beneath their colouring the simple 
and significant pattern of their general design could be easily distinguished. Thus, in 
the first section we saw the country background, and on the sacred pages the revelation 
that was given for it. Then we had the City and the Church backgrounds with their 
revelations. Now it is the background that literature supplies; the cultural background 
of human life; the world of ideas. It is typified by books, by the writings of wise mm, 
by literature in all its forms; and the revelation that is written across the volumes 
before us, to be applied to all literatures, is this: Learn Wisdom; and learn that the 
first thing in Wisdom is reverence for God. 

THE WORTH OF WISDOM 

T HE proverbs of Solomon the son of 
David* king of Israel; 

To know wisdom and instruction; 

To perceive the words of under- 
standing; 

To receive the instruction of wisdom* 

Justice* and Judgment* and equity; 

To give subtilty to the simple* 

To the young man knowledge and discretion. 

A wise man will hear* and will increase learn- 
ing; 

And a man of understanding shall attain 
unto wise counsels: 

To understand a proverb* and the interpreta- 
tion; 

The words of the wise* and their dark sayings. 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge: 

But fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

An Appeal to Youth 

My son* hear the instruction of thy father* 

And forsake not the law of thy mother: 

For they shall be an ornament of grace unto 
thy head* 

And chains about thy neck. 

My son* if sinners entice thee* 

Consent thou not. 
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Proverbs 1 , 1 — 9 , 18 

If they say* Come with us* 

Let us lay wait for blood* 

Let us lurk privily for the innocent without 
cause : 

Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; 
And whole* as those that go down into the 
pit: 

We shall find all precious substance* 

We shall fill our houses with spoil: 

Cast in thy lot among us; 

Let us all have one purse: 

My son* walk not thou in the way with them; 
Refrain thy foot from their path: 

For their feet run to evil* 

And make haste to shed blood. 

Surely in vain the net is spread 
In the sight of any bird. 

And they lay wait for their own blood; 
They lurk privily for their own lives. 

So are the ways of every one that is greedy of 
gain; 

Which taketh away the life of the owners 
thereof. 

The Voice of Wisdom 

Wisdom crieth without; 

She uttereth her voice in the streets : 

She crieth in the chief place of concourse* 



In the openings of the gates: 

In the city she uttereth her words, saying. 
How long, ye simple ones, will ye love sim- 
plicity? 

And the scorners delight in their scorning, 
And fools hate knowledge? 

Turn you at my reproof: 

Behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, 
I will make known my words unto you. 
Because I have called, and ye refused; 

I have stretched out my hand, and no man 
regarded; 

But ye have set at nought all my counsel. 
And would none of my reproof: 

I also will laugh at your calamity; 

I will mock when your fear cometh; 

When your fear cometh as desolation. 

And your destruction cometh as a whirl- 
wind; 

When distress and anguish cometh upon you. 
Then shall they call upon me, but I will 
not answer; 

They shall seek me early, but they shall not 
find me: 

For that they hated knowledge. 

And did not choose the fear of the Lord: 
They would none of my counsel: 

They despised all my reproof. 

Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their 
own way. 

And be filled with their own devices. 

For the turning away of the simple shall slay 
them. 

And the prosperity of fools shall destroy 
them. 

But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell 
safely. 

And shall be quiet from fear of evil. 

The Treasures of Wisdom 

My son, if thou wilt receive my words. 

And hide my commandments with thee; 

So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, 1 
And apply thine heart to understanding; 
Yea, if thou criest after knowledge. 

And liftest up thy voice for understanding; 
If thou seekest her as silver. 

And searchest for her as for hid treasures; 
Then shalt thou understand the fear of the 
, 'Lord, 
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And find the knowledge of God. 

For the Lord giveth wisdom: 

Out of Ms mouth cometh knowledge and 
understanding. . 

He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous : 
He is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. 
He keepeth the paths of judgment. 

And preserveth the way of his saints. 

Then shalt thou understand righteousness, 
and judgment, 

And equity; yea, every good path. 

When wisdom entered! into thine heart. 
And knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; 
Discretion shall preserve thee. 
Understanding shall keep thee : 

To deliver thee from the way of the evil man. 
From the man that speaketh froward things; 
Who leave the paths of uprightness, 

To walk in the ways of darkness; 

Who rejoice to do evil. 

And delight in the ffowardness of the wicked ; 
Whose ways are crooked. 

And they froward in their paths: 

To deliver thee from the strange woman. 
Even from the stranger wMch flattereth with 
her words ; 

Which forsaketh the guide of her youth. 
And forgetteth the covenant of her God. 
For her house inclined! unto death. 

And her paths unto the dead. 

None that go unto her return again. 

Neither take they hold of the paths of life. 
That thou mayest walk in the way of good 
men. 

And keep the paths of the righteous. 

For the upright shall dwell in the land, 

And the perfect shall remain in it. 

But the wicked shall be cut off from the 
earth. 

And the transgressors shall be rooted out 
of it. 

Learning Wisdom 

My son, forget not my law; 

But let thine heart keep my commandments: 
For length of days, and long life. 

And peace, shall they add to thee. 

Let not mercy and truth forsake thee : 

Bind them about thy neck; 

Write them upon the table of thine heart : 


1 When the Hebrews spoke of wisdom they were not thinking of a system of philosophy, but of a way of 
living. The acquisition of knowledge for its own sake did not appeal to them. They were practical people 
who wanted to make the most of life. So God, who had given prophets to the nation and priests to the church, 
gave to the ordinary people wise men, who would show them what was right and good in the common walks 
of life. We might find it profitable, even in these advanced days, to sit at the feet of these pioneers of educa- 
tion. For we need to be frequently reminded that the primary purpose of education is to make men wise in 
the way of living, and that the highest wisdom must always have a moral content 
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So shall thou End favour and good under** 
standing 

In the sight of God and man* 

Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; 

And lean not unto thine own understanding. 
In all thy ways acknowledge him* 

And he shall direct thy paths. 

Be not wise in thine own eyes: 

Fear the Lord* and depart from evil. 

It shall be health to thy navel* 

And marrow to thy bones. 

Honour the Lord with thy substance* 

And with the firstfruits of all thine increase: 
So shall thy bams be filled with plenty* 

And thy presses shall burst out with new 
wine. 

My son* despise not the chastening of the 
Lord; 

Neither be weary of his correction: 

For whom the Lord loveth he correcteth; 
Even as a father the son in whom he de- 
lighteth. 

The Man that findeth Wisdom 

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom* 

And the man that getteth understanding. 
For the merchandise of it is better than the 
merchandise of silver* 

And the gain thereof than fine gold. 

She is more precious than rubies: 

And all the things thou canst desire are not 
to be compared unto her. 

Length of days is in her right hand; 

And in her left hand riches and honour. 
Her ways are ways of pleasantness* 

And all her paths are peace. 

She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon 
her: 

And happy is every one that retaineth her. 
The Lord by wisdomhathfounded the earth; 
By understanding hath he established the 
, heavens. 

By his knowledge the depths are broken up* 
And the clouds drop down the dew. 

My son* let not them depart from thine eyes : 
Keep sound wisdom and discretion: 

So shall they be life unto thy soul* 

And grace to thy neck. 

Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely* 
And thy foot shall not stumble. 

When thou liest down* thou shall not be 
afraid: 

Yea* thou shalt lie down* and thy sleep shall 
: be sweet. 

Be not afraid of sudden fear* 


Neither of the desolation of the wicked* when 
it cometh. 

For the Lord shall be thy confidence* 

And shall keep thy foot from being taken. 

Practical Wisdom 

Withhold not good from them to whom it 
is due* 

When it is in the power of thine hand to do it. 
Say not unto thy neighbour* Go, and come 
again* 

And to morrow I will give; 

When thou hast it by thee. 

Devise not evil against thy neighbour* 
Seeing he dwelleth securely by thee. 

Strive not with a man without cause* 

If he have done thee no harm. 

Envy thou not the oppressor* 

And choose none of Ms ways. 

For the froward is abomination to the Lord: 
But Ms secret is with the righteous. 

The curse of the Lord is in the house of the 
wicked: 

But he blesseth the habitation of the just. 
Surely he scometh the scomers: 

But he giveth grace unto the lowly. 

The wise shall inherit glory: 

But shame shall be the promotion of fools. 

A Father's Counsel 

Hear* ye children* the instruction of a father* 
And attend to know understanding. 

For I give you good doctrine* 

Forsake ye not my law. 

For I was my father’s son* 

Tender and only beloved in the sight of my 
mother. 

He taught me also* and said unto me* 

Let thine heart retain my words: 

Keep my commandments* and live. 

Get wisdom* get understanding: 

Forget it not; neither decline from the words 
of my mouth. 

Forsake her not* and she shall preserve thee: 
Love her, and she shall keep thee. 

Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get 
wisdom: 

And with all thy getting get understanding. 
Exalt her* and she shall promote thee: 

She shall bring thee to honour* when thou 
dost embrace her. 

She shall give to thine head an ornament of 
grace: 

A crown of glory shall she deliver to thee. 
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Holdfast to Wisdom 

Hear* O my son* and receive my sayings; 
And the years of thy life shall be many. 

I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; 

I have led thee in right paths. 

When thou goest* thy steps shall not be 
straitened; 

And when thou runnest* thou shalt not 
stumble. 

Take fast hold of instruction: let her not go : 
Keep her; for she is thy life. 

Enter not into the path of the wicked* 

And go not in the way of evil men. 

Avoid it* pass not by it* 

Turn from it* and pass away. 

For they sleep not* except they have done 
mischief; 

And their sleep is taken away* unless they 
cause some to fall. 

For they eat the bread of wickedness* 

And drink the wine of violence. 

But the path of the just is as the shining 
light* 

That shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day. 

The way of the wicked is as darkness: 

They know not at what they stumble. 

Keep a Straight Path 

My son* attend to my words; 

Incline thine ear unto my sayings. 

Let them not depart from thine eyes; 

Keep them in the midst of thine heart. 

For they are life unto those that find them* 
And health to all their flesh. 

Keep thy heart with all diligence; 

For out of it are the issues of life. 

Put away from thee a froward mouth* 

And perverse lips put far from thee. 

Let thine eyes look right on* 

And let thine eyelids look straight before 
thee. . 

Ponder the path of thy feet* 

And let all thy ways be established. 

Turn not to the right hand nor to the 
left: 

Remove thy foot from evil. 

Shun the Home of Evil 

My son* attend unto my wisdom* 

And bow thine ear to my understanding: 
That thou mayest regard discretion* 

And that thy Mps may keep knowledge. 
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For the lips of a strange woman drop as an 
honeycomb* 

And her mouth is smoother than oil: 

But her end is bitter as wormwood* 

Sharp as a twoedged sword. 

Her feet go down to death; 

Her steps take hold on hell. 

Lest thou shouidest ponder the path of life. 
Her ways are moveable* that thou canst not 
know them. 

Hear me now therefore* O ye children* 

And depart not from the words of my mouth. 
Remove thy way far from her* 

And come not nigh the door of her house : 
Lest thou give thine honour unto others* 
And thy years unto the cruel: 

Lest strangers be filled with thy wealth; 
And thy labours be in the house of a stranger ; 
And thou mourn at the last* 

When thy flesh and thy body are consumed* 
And say* How have I hated instruction* 
And my heart despised reproof; 

And have not obeyed the voice of my 
teachers. 

Nor inclined mine ear to them that in- 
structed me! 

I was almost in all evil 
In the midst of the congregation and 
assembly. 

Drink waters out of thine own cistern* 

And running waters out of thine own well. 
Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad* 

And rivers of waters in the streets. 

Let them be only thine own* 

And not strangers 5 with thee. 

Let thy fountain be blessed: 

And rejoice with the wife of thy youth. 

Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant 
roe; 

Let her breasts satisfy thee at all times; 

And be thou ravished always with her love. 
And why wilt thou, my son* be ravished with 
a strange woman* 

And embrace the bosom of a stranger? 

For the ways of man are before the eyes of 
the Lord* 

And he pondereth all his goings. 

His own iniquities shall take the wicked him- 
self* 

And he shall be holden with the cords of his 
sins. 

He shall die without instruction; 

And in the greatness of his folly he shall go 
astray. 
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Danger in Suretyship 

My son, if thou be surety for thy friend. 

If thou hast stricken thy hand with a 
stranger. 

Thou art snared with the words of thy 
mouth. 

Thou art taken with the words of thy mouth* 
Do this now, my son, and deliver thyself. 
When thou art come into the hand of thy 
friend; 

Go, humble thyself, and make sure thy 
friend* 

Give not sleep to thine eyes. 

Nor slumber to thine eyelids* 

Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of the 
hunter. 

And as a bird from the hand of the fowler. 
The Sluggard 

Go to the ant, thou sluggard; 

Consider her ways, and be wise; 

Which having no guide. 

Overseer, or ruler, 

Provideth her meat in the summer. 

And gathereth her food in the harvest. 

How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? 
When wilt thou arise out of thy sleep? 

Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, 

A little folding of the hands to sleep: 

So shall thy poverty come as one that travel- 
leth. 

And thy want as an armed man. 

The Mischief-maker 
A naughty person, a wicked man, 

Walketh with a froward mouth. 

He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with 
his feet. 

He teacheth with his fingers; 

Frowardness is in his heart, he deviseth mis- 
chief continually; 

He soweth discord. 

Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; 
Suddenly shall he be broken without remedy. 

Detestable Things 

These six things doth the Lord hate: 

Yea, seven are an abomination unto him: 

A proud look, a lying tongue. 

And hands that shed innocent blood, 

An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations. 


Feet that be swift in running to mischief, 

A false witness that speaketh lies. 

And he that soweth discord among brethren. 

The Supreme Folly 

My son, keep thy father’s commandment. 
And forsake not the law of thy mother; 
Bind them continually upon thine heart. 
And tie them about thy neck. 

When thou goest, it shall lead thee; 

When thou steepest, it shall keep thee; 

And when thou awakest, it shall talk with 
thee. 

For the commandment is a lamp; and the 
law is light ; 

And reproofs of instruction are the way of 
life: 

To keep thee from the evil woman , 1 
From the flattery of the tongue of a strange 
woman. 

Lust not after her beauty in thine heart; 
Neither let her take thee with her eyelids. 
For by means of a whorish woman a man is 
brought to a piece of bread: 

And the adulteress will hunt for the precious 
life. 

Can a man take fire in his bosom. 

And his clothes not be burned? 

Can one go upon hot coals. 

And his feet not be burned? 

So he that goeth in to his neighbour’s wife; 
Whosoever toucheth her shall not be inno- 
cent. 

Men do not despise a thief, if he steal 
To satisfy his soul when he is hungry; 

But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold; 
He shall give all the substance of his house. 
But whoso committeth adultery with a 
woman lacketh understanding: 

He that doeth it destroyeth his own soul. 

A wound and dishonour shall he get; 

And his reproach shall not be wiped away. 
For jealousy is the rage of a man: 

Therefore he will not spare in the day of 
vengeance. 

He will not regard any ransom; 

Neither will he rest content, though thou 
givest many gifts. 

A Prey to Evil 

My son, keep my words. 

And lay up my commandments with thee. 


x On the opposite page Wisdom is personified, and later in the book we meet Folly. Although this chapter 
does not claim to personify folly it portrays a form of foolishness in a way that makes the portrait of 
wisdom stand out in striking contrast. 
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Keep my commandments, and live 5 
And my law as the apple of thine eye. 

Bind them upon thy fingers, 

Write them upon the table of thine heart. 
Say unto wisdom. Thou art my sister; 

And call understanding thy kinswoman: 
That they may keep thee from the strange 
woman. 

From the stranger which fiattereth with her 
words. 

For at the window of my house 
I looked through my casement. 

And beheld among the simple ones, 

I discerned among the youths, 

A young man void of understanding. 
Passing through the street near her comer; 
And he went the way to her house. 

In the twilight, in the evening. 

In the black and dark night: 

And, behold, there met him a woman 
With the attire of an harlot, and subtil of 
heart. 

(She is loud and stubborn; 

Her feet abide not in her house: 

Now is she without, now in the streets. 

And lieth in wait at every comer.) 

So she caught him, and kissed him. 

And with an impudent face said unto him, 

I have peace offerings with me; 

This day have I payed my vows® 

Therefore came I forth to meet thee. 
Diligently to seek thy face, and I have found 
thee® 

I have decked my bed with coverings of 
tapestry. 

With carved works, with fine linen of Egypt. 

I have perfumed my bed 

With myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon® 

Come, let us take our fill of love until the 
morning: 

Let us solace ourselves with loves. 

For the goodman is not at home. 

He is gone a long journey: 

He hath taken a bag of money with him, 
And will come home at the day appointed. 
With her much fair speech she caused him 
to yield. 

With the flattering of her lips she forced him. 
He goeth after her straightway. 

As an ox goeth to the slaughter. 

Or as a fool to the correction of the stocks; 
Till a dart strike through his liver; 
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As a bird hasteth to the snare, 

And knoweth not that it is for his life. 

Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye 
children. 

And attend to the words of my mouth. 

Let not thine heart decline to her ways, 

Go not astray in her paths. 

For she hath cast down many wounded: 
Yea, many strong men have been slain by 
her. 

Her house is the way to hell. 

Going down to the chambers of death. 

Wisdom's Appeal 

Doth not wisdom cry? 1 * * * 

And understanding put forth her voice? 

She standeth in the top of high places, by 
the way 

In the places of the paths. 

She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the 
city. 

At the coming in at the doors. 

Unto you, O men, I call; 

And my voice is to the sons of man. 

0 ye simple, understand wisdom: 

And, ye fools, be ye of an understanding 
heart® 

Hear; for I will speak of excellent things; 
And the opening of my lips shall be right 
things. 

For my mouth shall speak truth; 

And wickedness is an abomination to my 
lips. 

All the words of my mouth are in righteous- 
ness; 

There is nothing froward or perverse in 
them. 

They are all plain to him that understandeth, 
And right to them that find knowledge. 
Receive my instruction, and not silver; 

And knowledge rather than choice gold. 
For wisdom is better than rubies; 

And all the things that may be desired are 
not to be compared to it. 

1 wisdom dwell with prudence. 

And find out knowledge of witty inven- 
tions. 

The fear of the Lord is to hate evil: 

Pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way. 
And the froward mouth, do I hate. 


1 In this chapter Wisdom speaks as if she — the Hebrew word for ‘wisdom 9 is feminine — were a person. 

If we recall the way we speak of truth it will help us to understand the different senses in which the word 

‘wisdom 9 is used in this book. Sometimes it stands for a body of teaching, sometimes for an indwelling 

principle, and on occasions it is personified. 
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Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: 

I am understanding; 1 have strength. 

By me kings reign* 

And princes decree justice. 

By me princes rule* 

And nobles* even all the judges of the 
earth. 

I love them that love me; 

And those that seek me early shall find 
me. 

Riches and honour are with me; 

Yea* durable riches and righteousness. 

My fruit is better than gold* yea* than fine 
gold; 

And my revenue than choice silver. 

I lead in the way of righteousness* 

In the midst of the paths of judgment: 

That I may cause those that love me to in- 
herit substance; 

And I will fill their treasures. 

Wisdom's Origin 

The Lord possessed 1 me in the beginning of 
Ms way* 

Before Ms works of old. 

I was set up from everlasting* from the 
beginning* 

Or ever the earth was. 

When there were no depths* I was brought 
forth; 

When there were no fountains abounding 
with water. 

Before the mountains were settled* 

Before the hills was I brought forth: 

While as yet he had not made the earth* nor 
the fields* 

Nor the Mghest part of the dust of the 
world. 

When he prepared the heavens* I was there: 
When he set a compass upon the face of the 
depth: 

When he established the clouds above: 
When he strengthened the fountains of the 
l deep : 

When he gave to the sea Ms decree* 

That the waters should not pass his com- 
, mandment: 

When he appointed the foundations of the 
earth: 

Then I was by him* as one brought up with 
Mm: 

And I was daily Ms delight, 

Rejoicing always before him; 

1 Formed me. Wisdom was not devised by man, 
into being. It knows die mysteries of the universe, 


Rejoicing in the habitable part of Ms earth; 
And my delights were with the sons of 
men. 

Wisdom's Blessing 

Now therefore hearken unto me* O ye 
children: 

For blessed are they that keep my ways. 
Hear instruction* and be wise* 

And refuse it not. 

Blessed is the man that heareth me* 
Watching daily at my gates* 

Waiting at the posts of my doors. 

For whoso findeth me findeth life* 

And shall obtain favour of the Lord. 

But he that sinneth against me wrongeth Ms 
own soul : 

All they that hate me love death. 

Wisdom's Banquet 

Wisdom hath builded her house* 

She hath hewn out her seven pillars : 

She hath killed her beasts; she hath mingled 
her wine; 

She hath also furnished her table. 

She hath sent forth her maidens: she crieth 
Upon the Mghest places of the city* 

Whoso is simple* let Mm turn in hither: 

As for him that wanteth understanding* she 
saith to him* 

Come* eat of my bread* 

And drink of the wine wMch I have mingled. 
Forsake the foolish, and live; 

And go in the way of understanding. 

The Scornful 

He that reproveth a scorner getteth to him- 
self shame: 

And he that rebuketh a wicked man getteth 
himself a blot. 

Reprove not a scorner* lest he hate thee: 
Rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee. 
Give instruction to a wise man* and he will 
be yet wiser: 

Teach a just man* and he will increase in 
learning. 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom: 

And the knowledge of the holy is under- 
standing. 

For by me thy days shall be multiplied* 

And the years of thy life shall be increased. 

ut was created by God before the world was brought 
ad is therefore well fitted to be man’s teacher. 









A SKILFUL WORKMAN SHALL ENTER THE SERVICE OF KINGS 

Wisdom to the Hebrews had a wide breadth of meaning . Among other things it 
meant practical ability , skill as well as knowledge . If this fact is borne in mind when 
reading the passages that speak of wisdom as a way of life the full force of the appeal 
will be readily appreciated . To learn wisdom , in the sense that the sages used the word 3 
it was not enough for a man to acquire knowledge of wisdom . He must also exercise 
wisdom until he is expert in its practice . < 

If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thy- 
self: 

But if thou scomest, thou alone shalt bear it, 


To call passengers 

Who go right on their ways : 

Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: 
And as for him that wanteth understanding, 
she saith to him. 

Stolen waters are sweet. 

And bread eaten in secret is pleasant. 

But he knoweth not that the dead are there; 
And that her guests are in the depths of 
hell* 


Warning to the Inexperienced 

A foolish woman is clamorous : 

She is simple, and knoweth nothing. 
For she sitteth at the door of her house. 
On a seat in the high places of the city. 


EVERYDAY MAXIMS 

SOME PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS ON HUMAN LIFE 


PROVERBS CHAPTERS 10, i— 22 , 16 

This section is probably the oldest part of the booh It may have provided the original 
nucleus of the work; for a book of this character grows . It is not written after the manner 
of most hooks, but is put together hit by bit, as acceptable sayings, or collections of 
sayings, prove their right to be included . Solomons name, that of Israels wisest man, 
is inevitably associated with this book of Hebrew Proverbs, but proverbs are not peculiar 
to Israel. They are the buds of blossom on the tree of knowledge everywhere. On 
Hebrew soil the buds may be of firmer growth, but, in kind, they resemble those that 
every literature sends forth in the springtime of its flowering. There is a plainness and 
simplicity about a proverb which almost hide the beauty and fruitfulness of the wisdom 
it enfolds; and it is not always easy to see the glory of the divine revelation in the 
commonplace truths of these popular sayings: but nevertheless it is there. 


T HE proverbs of Solomon, 

A wise son maketh a glad father: 
But a foolish son is the heaviness 
of his mother. 

Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: 

But righteousness delivereth from death. 
The Lord will not suffer the soul of the 
righteous to famish: 

But he casteth away the substance of the 
wicked. 

He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack 
: : hand; 

But the hand of the diligent maketh rich. 
He that gathereth in summer is a wise son : 
But he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that 
causeth shame. 

Blessings are upon the head of the just: 

But violence covereth the mouth of the 
wicked. 

The memory of the just is blessed: 

But the name of the wicked shall rot. 

The wise in heart will receive command- 
ments: 

But a prating fool shall fall. 

He that walketh uprightly waiketh surely: 
But he that perverteth his ways shall be 
known. 

He that winketh with tide eye causeth sorrow : 
But a prating fool shall fall. 

The mouth of a righteous man is a well of 
life: 

But violence covereth the mouth of the 
wicked. 

Hatred stirreth up strifes: 

But love covereth all sins. 


In the lips of him that hath understanding 
wisdom is found: 

But a rod is for the back of him that is void 
of understanding. 

Wise men lay up knowledge: 

But the mouth of the foolish is near destruc- 
tion. 

The rich man’s wealth is his strong city: 

The destruction of the poor is their poverty. 

The labour of the righteous tendeth to life: 

The fruit of the wicked to sin. 

He is in the way of life that keepeth instruc- 
tion: 

But he that refuseth reproof erreth. 

He that hideth hatred with lying lips* 

And he that uttereth a slander* is a fool. 

In the multitude of words there wanteth not 
sin: 

But he that refraineth his lips is wise. 

The tongue of the just is as choice silver: 

The heart of the wicked is little worth. 

The lips of the righteous feed many: 

But fools die for want of wisdom. 

The blessing of the Lord* it maketh rich* 

And he addeth no sorrow with it. 

It is as sport to a fool to do mischief: 

But a man of understanding hath wisdom. 

The fear of the wicked* it shall come upon 
him: 

But the desire of the righteous shall be 
granted. 

As the whirlwind passeth* so is the wicked 
no more: 

But the righteous is an everlasting founda- 
tion. 
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As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to the 
eyes. 

So is the sluggard to them that send him. 

The Way of the Lord 

The fear of the Lord prolonged! days: 

But the years of the wicked shall be shortened. 

The hope of the righteous shall be gladness : 

But the expectation of the wicked shall 
perish. 

The way of the Lord is strength to the up- 
right: 

But destruction shall be to the workers of 
iniquity. 

The righteous shall never be removed: 

But the wicked shall not inhabit the earth. 

Truthfulness 

The mouth of the just bringeth forth wisdom : 

But the froward tongue shall be cut out. 

The lips of the righteous know what is accept- 
able: 

But the mouth of the wicked speaketh fro- 
wardness. 

Integrity 

A false balance is abomination to the Lord: 

But a just weight is his delight. 

When pride cometh, then cometh shame: 

But with the lowly is wisdom. 

The integrity of the upright shall guide them : 

But the perverseness of transgressors shall 
destroy them. 

Riches profit not in the day of wrath: 

But righteousness delivereth from death. 

The righteousness of the perfect shall direct 
his way: 

But the wicked shall fall by his own wicked- 
ness. 

The righteousness of the upright shall deliver 
them: 

But transgressors shall be taken in their own 
naughtiness. 

When a wicked man dieth, his expectation 
shall perish : 

And the hope of unjust men perisheth. 

The righteous is delivered out of trouble. 

And the wicked cometh in his stead. 

An hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his 
neighbour: ' ' 

But through knowledge shall the just be 
delivered. 

When it goeth well with the righteous, the 
city rejoiceth: 

And when the wicked perish, there is shout- 
ing. 3 
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By the blessing of the upright the city is 
exalted : 

But it is overthrown by the mouth of the 
wicked. 

He that is void of wisdom despiseth his 
neighbour: 

But a man of understanding holdeth his peace- 

A talebearer revealeth secrets : 

But he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth 

' the matter. 

Where no counsel is, the people fall: 

But in the multitude of counsellors there is 
safety. ' 

He that is surety for a stranger shall smart 
for it: 

And he that hateth suretiship is sure. 

A gracious woman retaineth honour : 

And strong men retain riches. 

The merciful man doeth good to his own 
soul: 

But he that is cruel troubleth his own flesh. 

The wicked worketh a deceitful work: 

But to him that soweth righteousness shall 
be a sure reward. 

As righteousness tendeth to life : 

So he that pursueth evil pursueth it to his 
own death. 

They that are of a froward heart are abomina- 
tion to the Lord: 

But such as are upright in their way are his 
delight. 

Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall 
not be unpunished: 

But the seed of the righteous shall be de- 
livered. 

As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, 

So is a fair woman which is without dis- 
cretion. 

The desire of the righteous is only good: 

But the expectation of the wicked is wrath. 

Liberality 

There is that scattereth, and yet increased*; 

And there is that withholdeth more than is 
meet, but it tendeth to poverty. 

The liberal soul shall be made fat; 

And he that watereth shall be watered also 
himself. 

He that withholdeth com, the people shall 
curse him: 

But blessing shall be upon the head of him 
that selleth it. 

He that diligently seeketh good procured! 
favour: ' 

But he that seeketh mischief, it shall come 
unto him. 
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He that trusteth in his riches shall fall: 

But the righteous shall flourish as a branch. 
He that troubleth his own house shall inherit 
the wind: 

And the fool shall be servant to the wise of 
heart. 

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; 
And he that winneth souls is wise. 

Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed 
in the earth: 

Much more the wicked and the sinner. 
Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge: 
But he that hateth reproof is brutish. 

A Good Man 

A good man obtaineth favour of the Lord: 
But a man of wicked devices will he con- 
demn. 

A man shall not be established by wicked- 
ness : 

But the root of the righteous shall not be 
moved. 

A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband : 
But she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness 
in his bones* 

The thoughts of the righteous are right: 

But the counsels of the wicked are deceit. 
The words of the wicked are to lie in wait for 
blood: 

But the mouth of the upright shall deliver 
them. 

The wicked are overthrown, and are not: 
But the house of the righteous shall stand. 
A man shall be commended according to his 
wisdom: 

But he that is of a perverse heart shall be 
despised. 

He that is despised, and hath a servant, is 
better 

Than he that honoured! himself, and lacketh 
bread. 

A righteous man regardeth the life of his 
; beast: 

But the tender mercies of the wicked are 
: cruel. 

He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with 
\ bread: ? 

But he that followed! vain persons is void 
. of understanding. 

The wicked desireth the net of evil men : 
But the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit. 
The wicked is snared by the transgression of 
his lips: • • : ’ ; , , ; ■ ) ■ ' . : ■. 

But the just shall come out of trouble. 

A man shall be satisfied with good by the 
fruit of his mouth: 


And the recompence of a man’s hands shall 
be rendered unto Mm. 

The way of a fool is right in Ms own eyes : 

But he that hearkened! unto counsel is wise. 

A fool’s wrath is presently known: 

But a prudent man covered! shame. 

He that speaketh truth sheweth forth 
righteousness : 

But a false witness deceit. 

There is that speaketh like, the piercings of a 
sword: 

But the tongue of the wise is health. 

The lip of truth shall be established for ever: 

But a lying tongue is but for a moment. 

Deceit is in the heart of them that imagine 
evil: 

But to the counsellors of peace is joy. 

There shall no evil happen to the just: 

But the wicked shall be filled with miscMef. 

Lying lips are abomination to the Lord: 

But they that deal truly are Ms delight. 

A prudent man concealed! knowledge: 

But the heart of fools proclaimed! foolishness. 

The hand of the diligent shall bear rule: 

But the slothful shall be under tribute. 

Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it 
stoop: 

But a good word maketh it glad. 

The righteous is more excellent than Ms 
neighbour: 

But the way of the wicked seduce! h them. 

The slothful man roasteth not that wMch he 
took in hunting: 

But the substance of a diligent man is 
precious. 

In the way of righteousness is life; 

And in the pathway thereof .there is no 
death. 

A wise son heareth Ms father’s instruction: 

But a scorner heareth not rebuke. 

A man shall eat good by the fruit of Ms 
mouth: 

But the soul of the transgressors shall eat 
violence. 

He that keepeth Ms mouth keepeth Ms life: 

But he that opened! wide Ms lips shall have 
destruction. 

The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath 
nothing: 

But the soul of the diligent shall be made fat. 

A righteous man hateth lying: 

But a wicked man is loathsome, and cometh 
to shame. 

Righteousness keepeth him that is upright in 
idle way: 

But wickedness overthroweth the sinner. 
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Riches 

There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath 
nothing: 

There is that maketh himself poor, yet hath 
great riches. 

The ransom of a man's life are his riches: 

But the poor heareth not rebuke. 

The light of the righteous rejoiceth: 

But the lamp of the wicked shall be put out. 

Only by pride cometh contention: 

But with the well advised is wisdom. 

Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished : 

But he that gathered! by labour shall in- 
crease. 

Rewards 

Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: 

But when the desire cometh, it is a tree of 
life. 

Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed : 

But he that feareth the commandment shall 
be rewarded. 

The law of the wise is a fountain of life. 

To depart from the snares of death. 

Good understanding giveth favour: 

But the way of transgressors is hard. 

Every prudent man dealeth with knowledge : 

But a fool layeth open his folly. 

A wicked messenger falleth into mischief: 

But a faithful ambassador is health. 

Poverty and shame shall be to him that 
refuseth instruction: 

But he that regarded! reproof shall be 
honoured. 

The desire accomplished is sweet to the 
soul: 

But it is abomination to fools to depart from 
evil. 

He that walketh with wise men shall be wise : 

But a companion of fools shall be destroyed. 

Evil pursueth sinners: 

But to the righteous good shall be repayed. 

A good man leaveth an inheritance to his 
children’s children: 

And the wealth of the sinner is laid up for die 
just. 

Much food is in the tillage of the poor: 

But there is that is destroyed for want of 
judgment. ^ 

He that spareth his rod hateth his son: 

But he that loveth him chasteneth him be- 
times. 

The righteous eateth to the satisfying of his 
soul: 

But the belly of the wicked shall want. 


Every wise woman buildeth her house : 

But the foolish plucketh it down with hejr 
hands. 

He that walketh in his uprightness feareth 
the Lord: 

But he that is perverse in his ways despiseth 
him. 

In the mouth of the foolish is a rod of pride: 

But the lips of the wise shall preserve them. 

Where no oxen are, the crib is clean: 

But much increase is by the strength of 
the ox. 

A faithful witness will not lie: 

But a false witness will utter lies. 

A scomer seeketh wisdom, and findeth it 
not: 

But knowledge is easy unto him that under- 
standeth. 

Go from the presence of a foolish man, 

When thou perceivest not in him the lips of 
knowledge. 

The wisdom of the prudent is to understand 
his way: 

But the folly of fools is deceit. 

Fools make a mock at sin: 

But among the righteous there is favour. 

The heart knoweth his own bitterness; 

And a stranger doth not intermeddle with 
his joy. 

The house of the wicked shall be overthrown : 

But the tabernacle of the upright shall 
flourish. 

There is a way which seemeth right unto a 
man. 

But the end thereof are the ways of death. 

Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; 

And the end of that mirth is heaviness. 

The backslider in heart shall be filled with 
his own ways : 

And a good man shall be satisfied from him- 
self. 

Prudence 

The simple believeth every word: 

But the prudent man looketh well to his 
going. 

A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil : 

But the fool rageth, and is confident. 

He that is soon angry dealeth foolishly: 

And a man of wicked devices is hated. 

The simple inherit folly: 

But the prudent are crowned with know- 
ledge. 

The evil bow before the good; 

And the wicked at the gates of the righteous. 

The poor is hated even of his own neighbour : 
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But the rich hath many friends. 

He that despiseth his neighbour sinneth : 

But he that hath mercy on the poor, happy 
is he. 

Do they not err that devise evil? 

But mercy and truth shall be to them that 
devise good. 

In all labour there is profit: 

But the talk of the lips tendeth only to 
penury. 

The crown of the wise is their riches: 

But the foolishness of fools is folly. 

A true witness delivereth souls: 

But a deceitful witness speaketh lies. 

In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence : 

And his children shall have a place of refuge. 

The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, 

To depart from the snares of death. 

In the multitude of people is the king’s 
honour: 

But in the want of people is the destruction 
of the prince. 

He that is slow to wrath is of great under- 
standing: 

But he that is hasty of spirit exalteth folly. 

A sound heart is the life of the flesh: 

But envy the rottenness of the bones. 

He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his 
Maker: 

But he that honoureth him hath mercy on 
the poor. 

The wicked is driven away in his wicked- 
ness: 

But the righteous hath hope in his death. 

Wisdom resteth in the heart of him that hath 
understanding: 

But that which is in the midst of fools is 
made known. 

Righteousness exalteth a nation: 

But sin is a reproach to any people. 

The king’s favour is toward a wise servant: 

But his wrath is against him that causeth 
shame. 

A soft answer tumeth away wrath: 

But grievous words stir up anger. 

The tongue of the wise useth knowledge 
, aright: 

But the mouth of fools poureth out foolish- 
ness. 

The eyes of the Lord are in every place. 

Beholding the evil and the good. 

A wholesome tongue is a tree of life: 

But perverseness therein is a breach in the 
spirit. 

A fool despiseth his father’s instruction: 

But he that regardeth reproof is prudent. 


In the house of the righteous is much trea- 
sure: 

But in the revenues of the wicked is trouble. 

The lips of the wise disperse knowledge: 

But the heart of the foolish doeth not so. 

The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomina- 
tion to the Lord : 

But the prayer of the upright is his delight. 

The way of the wicked is an abomination 
unto the Lord: 

But he loveth him that followed! after 
righteousness. 

Correction and Reproof 

Correction is grievous unto him that for- 
saketh the way: 

And he that hateth reproof shall die. 

Hell and destruction are before the Lord: 

How much more then the hearts of the 
children of men? 

A scorner loveth not one that reproveth him: 

Neither will he go unto the wise. 

A merry heart maketh a cheerful counte- 
nance: 

But by sorrow of the heart the spirit is 
broken. 

The heart of him that hath understanding 
seeketh knowledge: 

But the mouth of fools feedeth on foolish- 
ness. 

All the days of the afflicted are evil: 

But he that is of a merry heart hath a con- 
tinual feast. 

Better is little with the fear of the Lord 

Than great treasure and trouble therewith. 

Better is a dinner of herbs where love is. 

Than a stalled ox and hatred therewith. 

A wrathful man stirreth up strife: 

But he that is slow to anger appeaseth strife. 

The way of the slothful man is as an hedge of 
thorns: 

But the way of the righteous is made plain. 

A wise son maketh a glad father: 

But a foolish man despiseth his mother. 

Folly is joy to him that is destitute of wisdom : 

But a man of understanding walketh up- 
rightly. 

Without counsel purposes are disappointed: 

But in the multitude of counsellors they are 
established. 

A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth: 

And a word spoken in due season, how good 
is iti 

The way of life is above to the wise. 

That he may depart from hell beneath. 
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The Lord will destroy the house of the 
proud: 

But he will establish the border of the 
widow. 

The thoughts of the wicked are an abomina- 
tion to the Lord : 

But the words of the pure are pleasant words. 

He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own 
house; 

But he that hateth gifts shall live. 

The heart of the righteous studieth to answer : 

But the mouth of the wicked pour eth out 
evil things. 

The Lord is far from the wicked: 

But he heareth the prayer of the righteous. 

The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart: 

And a good report maketh the bones fat. 

The ear that heareth the reproof of life 

Abideth among the wise. 

He that refuseth instruction despiseth his 
own soul: 

But he that heareth reproof getteth under- 
standing. 

Humility and Honesty 

The fear of the Lord is the instruction of 
wisdom; 

And before honour is humility. 

The preparations of the heart in man. 

And the answer of the tongue, is from the 
Lord. 

All the ways of a man are clean in his own 
eyes; 

But the Lord weigheth the spirits. 

Commit thy works unto the Lord, 

And thy thoughts shall be established. 

The Lord hath made all things for himself: 

Yea, even the wicked for the day of evil. 

Every one that is proud in heart is an 
abomination to the Lord: 

Though hand join in hand, he shall not be 
unpunished. 

By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: 

And by the fear of the Lord men depart 
from evil. 

When a man’s ways please the Lord, 

He maketh even his enemies to be at peace 
' with him. 

Better is a little with righteousness 

Than great revenues without right. 

A man’s heart deviseth his way: 

But the Lord directeth his steps. 

A divine sentence is in the lips of the king: 

His mouth transgresseth not in judgment. 

A just weight and balance are the Lord’s: 
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All the weights of the bag are his work. 

It is an abomination to kings to commit, 
wickedness : 

For the throne is established by righteous- 
ness. 

Righteous lips are the delight of .kings; 

And they love him that speaketh right. 

The wrath of a king is as messengers of 
death: 

But a wise man will pacify it. 

In the light of the king’s countenance is life; 
And his favour is as a cloud of the latter rain. 
How much better is it to get wisdom than 
gold! 

And to get understanding rather to be chosen 
than silver! 

The highway of the upright is to depart from 
evil: 

He that keepeth his way preserveth his soul. 
Pride goeth before destruction. 

And an haughty spirit before a fall. 

Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the 
lowly. 

Than to divide the spoil with the proud. 

He that handleth a matter wisely shall find 
good: 

And whoso trusteth in the Lord, happy is he. 
The wise in heart shall be called prudent: 
And the sweetness of the lips increaseth 
learning. 

Understanding is a wellspring of life unto 
him that hath it: 

But the instruction of fools is folly. 

The heart of the wise teacheth his mouth. 
And addeth learning to his lips. 

Pleasant words are as an honeycomb. 

Sweet to the soul, and health to the bones. 
There is a way that seemeth right unto a 
man, 

But the end thereof are the ways of death. 
He that laboureth laboured! for himself; 

For his mouth craveth it of him. 

An Ungodly Man 

An ungodly man diggeth up evil: 

And in his lips there is as a burning fire. 

A froward man soweth strife: 

And a whisperer separated! chief friends. 

A violent man enticeth his neighbour. 

And leadeth him into the way that is not 
good. 

He shutteth his eyes to devise froward things : 
Moving his lips he bringeth evil to pass. 
The hoary head is a crown of glory. 

If it be found in the way of righteousness. 
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He that is slow to anger is better than the 
mighty^ 

And he that ruleth his spirit than he that 
taketh a city. 

The lot is cast into the lap; 

But the whole disposing thereof is of the 
Lord, 

Better is a dry morsel, and quietness there- 
with, 

Than an house full of sacrifices with strife, 
A wise servant shall have rule over a son that 
causeth shame. 

And shall have part of the inheritance among 
the brethren. 

The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace 
for gold: 

But the Lord trieth the hearts. 

A wicked doer giveth heed to false lips; 

And a liar giveth ear to a naughty tongue. 
Whoso mocketh the poor reproacheth his 
Maker: 

And he that is glad at calamities shall not be 
unpunished. 

Children’s children are the crown of old 
. men; 

And the glory of children are their fathers. 
Excellent speech becometh not a fool: 

Much less do lying lips a prince. 

A gift is as a precious stone in the eyes of 
him that hath it: 

Whithersoever it tumeth, it prospereth. 

He that covereth a transgression seeketh love ; 
But he that repeateth a matter separateth 
very friends. 

A reproof entereth more into a wise man 
Than an hundred stripes into a fool. 

An evil man seeketh only rebellion: 
Therefore a cruel messenger shall be sent 
against him. 

Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet a man. 
Rather than a fool in his folly. 

Whoso rewardeth evil for good. 

Evil shall not depart from his house. 

'Contention 

The beginning of strife is as when one letteth 
out water : 

Therefore leave off contention, before it be 
meddled with. 

He that justifieth the wicked, and he that 
condemneth the just. 

Even they both are abomination to the Lord. 
Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a 
: fool to get wisdom, , : * i , : v 

Seeing he hath no heart to it? 


A friend loveth at all times. 

And a brother is bom for adversity. 

A man void of understanding striketh hands. 
And becometh surety in the presence of his 
friend. 

He loveth transgression that loveth strife: 
And he that exalteth his gate seeketh destruc- 
tion. 

He that hath a froward heart findeth no good : 
And he that hath a perverse tongue falleth 
into mischief. 

He that begetteth a fool doeth it to his sorrow : 
And the father of a fool hath no joy. 

A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: 
But a broken spirit drieth the bones. 

A wicked man taketh a gift out of the bosom 
To pervert the ways of judgment. 

Wisdom is before him that hath understand- 
ing; 

But the eyes of a fool are in the ends of the 
earth. 

A foolish son is a grief to his father. 

And bitterness to her that bare him. 

Also to punish the just is not good. 

Nor to strike princes for equity. 

He that hath knowledge spareth his words: 
Andaman of understanding is of an excellent 
spirit. 

Even a fool, when he hoideth his peace, is 
counted wise: 

And he that shutteth his lips is esteemed a 
man of understanding. 

Through desire a man, having separated 
himself, seeketh 

And intermeddleth with all wisdom. 

A fool hath no delight in understanding, 
But that his heart may discover itself. 

When the wicked cometh, then cometh also 
contempt. 

And with ignominy reproach. 

The words of a man’s mouth are as deep 
waters. 

And the wellspring of wisdom as a flowing 
brook. 

It is not good to accept the person of the 
wicked, 

To overthrow the righteous in judgment. 

A fool’s lips enter into contention. 

And his mouth calleth for strokes. 

A fool’s mouth is his destruction. 

And his lips are the snare of his soul. 

The words of a talebearer are as wounds, 
And they go down into the innermost parts 
of the belly. 

He also that is slothful in his work 
Is brother to him that is a great waster. 
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The name of the Lord is a strong tower: 

The righteous runneth into it, and is safe. 

The rich man’s wealth is his strong city. 

And as an high wall in his own conceit. 

Before destruction the heart of man is 
haughty, 

And before honour is humility. 

He that answereth a matter before he hear- 
ethit. 

It is folly and shame unto him. 

The spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity; 

But a wounded spirit who can bear? 

The heart of the prudent getteth knowledge ; 

And the ear of the wise seeketh knowledge. 

A man’s gift maketh room for him, 

And bringeth him before great men. 

He that is first in his own cause seemeth 
just; 

But his neighbour cometh and searched! 
him. 

The lot causeth contentions to cease. 

And parted! between the mighty. 

Neighbours and Friends 

A brother offended is harder to be won than 
a strong city: 

And their contentions are like the bars of a 
castle. 

A man’s belly shall be satisfied with the fruit 
of Ms mouth; 

And with the increase of Ms lips shall he be 
filled. 

Death and life are in the power of the tongue : 

And they that love it shall eat the fruit 
thereof. 

Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing. 

And obtaineth favour of the Lord. 

The poor useth intreaties; 

But the rich answereth roughly. 

A man that hath friends must shew himself 
friendly: 

And there is a friend that sticketh closer than 
a brother. 

Better is the poor that walketh in Ms in- 
tegtity* 

Than he that is perverse in Ms lips, and is a 
fool. 

Also, that the soul be without knowledge, it 
is not good; 

And he that hasteth with his feet sinneth. 

The foolishness of man perverteth his way: 

And Ms heart fretteth against the Lord. 

Wealth maketh many friends; 

But the poor is separated from Ms neigh- 
bour. 
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A false witness shall not be unpunished. 

And he that speaketh lies shall not escape. 

Many will intreat the favour of the prince: 

And every man is a friend to him that giveth 
gifts. 

All the brethren of the poor do hate Mm: 

How much more do his friends go far from 
him? 

He pursued! them with words, yet they are 
wanting to Mm. 

He that getteth wisdom loveth Ms own soul: 

He that keepeth understanding shall find 
good. 

Servants and Sons 

A false witness shall not be impumshed. 

And he that speaketh lies shall perish. 

Delight is not seemly for a fool; 

Much less for a servant to have rule over 
princes. 

The discretion of a man deferreth his anger; 

And it is Ms glory to pass over a transgres- 
sion. 

The king’s wrath is as the roaring of a lion; 

But Ms favour is as dew upon the grass, 

A foolish son is the calamity of Ms father: 

And the contentions of a wife are a continual 
dropping. 

House and riches are the inheritance of 
fathers: 

And a prudent wife is from the Lord. 

Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep; 

And an idle soul shall suffer hunger. 

He that keepeth the commandment keepeth 
Ms own soul; 

But he that despiseth Ms ways shall die. 

He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth 
unto the Lord; 

And that wMch he hath given will he pay 
him again. 

Chasten thy son while there is hope, 

And let not thy soul spare for his crying. 

A man of great wrath shall suffer punish- 
ment: 

For if thou deliver him, yet thou must do 
it again. 

Hear counsel, and receive instrucdon, 

That thou mayest be wise in thy latter 
■ end. 

There are many devices in a man’s heart; 

Nevertheless the counsel of the Lord, that 
shall stand. 

The desire of a man is his kindness: 

And a poor man is better than a liar. 

The fear of the Lord tendeth to life: 
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And he that hath it shall abide satisfied; 

’He shall not be visited with evil. 

A slothful man hideth his hand in his bosom* 
And will not so much as bring it to his mouth 
■ again. 

Smite a scorner* and the simple will beware: 
And reprove one that hath understanding* 
and he will understand knowledge. 

He that wasteth his father* and chaseth away 
his mother* 

Is a son that causeth shame* and bringeth 
reproach. 

Cease* my son* to hear the instruction 
That causeth to err from the words of know- 
ledge. 

An ungodly witness scometh judgment: 
And the mouth of the wicked devoureth ini- 
quity. 

Judgments are prepared for scomers* 

And stripes for the back of fools. 

Wine is a mocker* strong drink is raging: 
And whosoever is deceived thereby is not 
wise. 

The fear of a king is as the roaring of a lion: 
Whoso provoketh him to anger sinneth 
against his own soul. 

It is an honour fon a man to cease from strife : 
But every fool will be meddling. 

The sluggard will not plow by reason of the 
cold; 

Therefore shall he beg in harvest* and have 
nothing. 

Counsel in the heart of man is like deep 
water* 

But a man of understanding will draw it out. 
Most men will proclaim every one his own 
goodness : 

But a faithful man who can find? 

The Just Man 

The just man walketh in Ms integrity: 

His children are blessed after him. 

A king that sitteth in the throne of judgment 
Scattereth away all evil with his eyes. 

Who can say* I have made my heart clean* 

I am. pure from my sin? 

Divers weights* and divers measures* 

Both of them are alike abomination to the 
Losb. 

Even a child is known by his doings* 
Whether his work be pure* and whether it be 
right. 

The hearing ear* and the seeing eye* 

The Lord hath made even both of them. 
Love not sleep* lest thou come to poverty; 


Open thine eyes* and thou shalt be satisfied 
with bread. 

It is naught* it is naught* saith the buyer: 
But when he is gone his way* then he boasteth. 
There is gold* and a multitude of rubies: 
But the lips of knowledge are a precious jewel. 
Take his garment that is surety for a stranger : 
And take a pledge of him for a strange 
woman. 

Bread of deceit is sweet to a man; 

But afterwards his mouth shall be filled with 
gravel. 

Every purpose is established by counsel: 
And with good advice make war. 

He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth 
secrets: 

Therefore meddle not with him that flatter- 
eth with his lips. 

Whoso curseth his father or his mother. 

His lamp shall be put out in obscure dark- 
ness. 

An inheritance may be gotten hastily at the 
beginning; 

But the end thereof shall not be blessed. 
Say not thou, I will recompense evil; 

But wait on the Lord* and he shall save thee. 
Divers weights are an abomination unto the 
Lord; 

And a false balance is not good. 

Man’s goings are of the Lord; 

How can a man then understand Ms own 
way? 

It is a snare to the man who devoureth that 
which is holy* 

And after vows to make enquiry. 

A Wise King 

A wise king scattereth the wicked* 

And bringeth the wheel over them. 

The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord* 
Searching all the inward parts of the belly. 
Mercy and truth preserve the king: 

And his throne is upholden by mercy. 

The glory of young men is their strength: 
And the beauty of old men is the grey head. 
The blueness of a wound cleanseth away 
evil: 

So do stripes the inward parts of the belly. 
The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord* 
as the rivers of water: 

He tumeth it whithersoever he will. 

Every way of a man is right in his own eyes : 
But the Lord pondereth the hearts. 

To do justice and judgment 

Is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice. 
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The Proud and Haughty 

An high look, and a proud heart. 

And the plowing of the wicked, is sin. 

The thoughts of the diligent tend only to 
plenteousness; 

But of every one that is hasty only to want. 

The getting of treasures by a lying tongue 

Is a vanity tossed to and fro of them that seek 
death. 

The robbery of the wicked shall destroy 
them; 

Because they refuse to do judgment. 

The way of man is froward and strange: 

But as for the pure, his work is right. 

It is better to dwell in a comer of the house- 
top. 

Than with a brawling woman in a wide house. 

The soul of the wicked desireth evil: 

His neighbour findeth no favour in his eyes. 

When the scorner is punished, the simple is 
made wise: 

And when the wise is instructed, he receiveth 
knowledge. 

The righteous man wisely considereth the 
house of the wicked: 

But God overthroweth the wicked for their 
wickedness. 

Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the 
poor. 

He also shall cry himself, but shall not be 
heard. 

A gift in secret pacifieth anger: 

And a reward in the bosom strong wrath. 

It is joy to the just to do judgment: 

But destruction shall be to the workers of 
iniquity. 

The man that wandereth out of the way of 
understanding 

Shall remain in the congregation of the dead. 

He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: 

He that loveth wine and oil shall not be 
rich. 

The wicked shall be a ransom for the 
righteous, 

And the transgressor for the upright. 

It is better to dwell in the wilderness, 

Than with a contentious and an angry 
woman. 

There is treasure to be desired and oil in the 
dwelling of the wise ; 

But a foolish man spendeth it up. 

He that followeth after righteousness and 
mercy 

Findeth life, righteousness, and honour. 

A wise man scaleth the city of the mighty, 


PROVERBS 22, 12 

And casteth down the strength of the con- 
fidence thereof. 

Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue 
Keepeth his soul from troubles. 

Proud and haughty scorner is his name. 
Who dealeth in proud wrath. 

The desire of the slothful killeth him; 

For his hands refuse to labour. 

He coveteth greedily all the day long: 

But the righteous giveth and spareth not. 
The sacrifice of the wicked is abomination: 
How much more, when he bringeth it with 
a wicked mind? 

A false witness shall perish: 

But the man that heareth speaketh constantly. 
A wicked man hardeneth his face : 

But as for the upright, he directeth his way. 
There is no wisdom nor understanding 
Nor counsel against the Lord. 

The horse is prepared against the day of 
battle : 

But safety is of the Lord. 

A Good Name 

A good name is rather to be chosen than 
great riches. 

And loving favour rather than silver and gold. 
The rich and poor meet together: 

The Lord is the maker of them all. 

A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth 
himself: 

But the simple pass on, and are punished. 
By humility and the fear of the Lord 
Are riches, and honour, and life. 

Thoms and snares are in the way of the 
froward: 

He that doth keep his soul shall be far from 
them. 

Train up a child in the way he should go : 
And when he is old, he will not depart from it. 
The rich ruleth over the poor. 

And the borrower is servant to the lender. 
He that soweth iniquity shall reap vanity: 
And the rod of his anger shall fail. 

He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed ; 
For he giveth of his bread to the poor. 

Cast out the scorner, and contention shall 
go out; 

Yea, strife and reproach shall cease. 

He that loveth pureness of heart. 

For the grace of his lips the king shall be his 
friend. 

The eyes of the Lord preserve knowledge, 
And he overthroweth the words of the trans- 
gressor. 
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PROVERBS 22 , 13 

The slothful man saith. There is a lion with- 
out* 

I shall be slain in the streets. 

The mouth of strange women is a deep 
pit: 

He that is abhorred of the Lord shall fall 
therein. 


Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; 

But the rod of correction shall drive it far 
from him. 

He that oppresseth the poor to increase his 
riches* 

And he that giveth to the rich* shall surely 
come to want. 


HOME TRUTHS 

WISDOM LOVES TO VISIT THE FAMILY CIRCLE 

PROVERBS CHAPTERS 22, 17 — 24, 34 

It is very wonderful to think that a commonplace proverb * a brief pithy saying that 
runs about the street and market-place * often like a nameless orphan * should carry in 
its hand a jewel-truth of revelation . It is still more wonderful to know that these 
jewel-truths are not confined to Hebrew proverbs * but are also to be found in the 
proverbs of other literatures . One of the interesting discoveries of modern scholarship 
is that some of the proverbs in this section can be traced to Egypt; to a collection made 
by Amenophisy a minister of agriculture * for his son . They have not all been used 
herey and many of those which have been used have been enhanced by the Hebrew writer . 
Stilly it is interesting to know how widely God has scattered His trutky and that such 
modest material as foreign proverbs have been brought into His service . 


B OW down thine ear* and hear the 
words of the wise* 

And apply thine heart unto my 
knowledge. 

For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them 
within thee; 

They shall withal be fitted in thy lips. 

That thy trust may be in the Lord* 

I have made known to thee this day* even to 
thee. 

Have not I written to thee excellent things 
In counsels and knowledge* 

That I might make thee know the certainty 
of the words of truth; 

That thou mightest answer the words of 
truth to them that send unto thee? 

Be Gracious and Cautious 

Rob not the poor* because he is poor: 
Neither oppress the afflicted in the gate: 
For the Lord will plead their cause* 

And spoil the soul of those that spoiled them. 
Make no friendship with an angry man; 


And with a furious man thou shalt not go: 
Lest thou learn his ways* 

And get a snare to thy soul. 

Be not thou one of them that strike hands* 
Or of them that are sureties for debts. 

If thou hast nothing to pay* 

Why should he take away thy bed from under 
thee? 

Remove not the ancient landmark* 

Which thy fathers have set. 

Seest thou a man diligent in his business? 

he shall stand before kings; 

He shall not stand before mean men. 

Be neither Greedy nor Coveteous 

. When thou sittest to eat . with a ruler* 
Consider diligently what is before thee: 
And put a knife to thy throat* 

If thou be a man given to appetite. 

Be not desirous of his dainties: 

For they are deceitful meat. ' 

Labour not to be rich: 

Cease from thine own wisdom. ' 

Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that whichis not? 
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WHEN I WAS A LITTLE CHILD MY FATHER USED TO TEACH ME 
The whole verse, in a modem translation, gives a beautiful picture of home training: 
* When I was a son with my father, a little one loved by my mother, he taught me 
and told me this, keep in mind what I say , do what I bid you, and you shall live 
( Prov . 4, 3 , 4 . See C A Father's Counsel', p. 668.) 


For riches certainly make themselves wings; 
They fly away as an eagle toward heaven. 


Put Friendship before Food 

Eat thou not the bread of him that hath an 
evil eye. 

Neither desire thou his dainty meats: 

For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: 

Eat and drink, saith he to thee; 

But his heart is not with thee. 

The morsel which thou hast eaten shalt thou 
vomit up. 

And lose thy sweet words. 


Speak and Act Wisely 

Speak not in the ears of a fool: 

For he will despise the wisdom of thy words. 
Remove not the old landmark; 

And enter not into the fields of the fatherless : 
For their redeemer is mighty; 

He shall plead their cause with thee. 

Apply thine heart unto instruction. 

And thine ears to the words of knowledge. 
Withhold not correction from the child: 

For if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall 
not die. 

Thou shalt beat him with the rod. 


a 
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PROVERBS 23, 14 

And shalt deliver his soul from hell. 

My son, if thine heart be wise. 

My heart shall rejoice, even mine. 

Yea, my reins shall rejoice. 

When thy lips speak right things. 

Let not thine heart envy sinners : 

But be thou in the fear of the Lord all the 
, day long. 

For surely there is an end; 

And thine expectation shall not be cut off. 

Live not Riotously 

Hear thou, my son, and be wise. 

And guide thine heart in the way. 

Be not among winebibbers; 

Among riotous eaters of flesh: 

For the drunkard and the glutton shall come 
to poverty: 

And drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags. 
Hearken unto thy father that begat thee. 
And despise not thy mother when she is old. 
Buy the truth, and sell it not; 

Also wisdom, and instruction, and under- 
standing. 

The father of the righteous shall greatly 
rejoice: 

And he that begetteth a wise child shall have 
joy of him. 

Thy father and thy mother shall be glad. 
And she that bare thee shall rejoice. 

My son, give me thine heart. 

And let thine eyes observe my ways. 

For a whore is a deep ditch; 

And a strange woman is a narrow pit. 

She also lieth in wait as for a prey. 

And increaseth the transgressors among men. 
Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath 
contentions? 

Who hath babbling? who hath wounds with- 
out cause? 

Who hath redness of eyes? 

They that tarry long at the wine; 

They that go to seek mixed wine. 

Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, 
When it giveth his colour in the cup. 

When it moveth itself aright. 

At the last it biteth like a serpent. 

And stingeth like an adder. 

Thine eyes shall behold strange women. 
And thine heart shall utter perverse things. 
Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in 
the midst of the sea. 

Or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast. 
They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and 
I was not sick; 


They have beaten me, and I felt it not: 
When shall I awake? I will seek it yet again® 

Be not Envious 

Be not thou envious against evil men. 
Neither desire to be with them. 

For their heart studieth destruction. 

And their lips talk of mischief. 

Through wisdom is an house builded; 

And by understanding it is established: 

And by knowledge shall the chambers be 
Ailed 

With all precious and pleasant riches. 

A wise man is strong; 

Yea, a man of knowledge increaseth strength. 
For by wise counsel thou shalt make thy war: 
And in multitude of counsellors there is 
safety. 

Wisdom is too high for a fool: 

He openeth not Ms mouth in the gate. 

He that deviseth to do evil 

Shall be called a mischievous person. 

The thought of foolishness is sin: 

And the scorner is an abomination to men. 
If thou faint in the day of adversity, 

Thy strength is small. 

Put away Cowardice 
If thou forbear to deliver them that are 
drawn unto death. 

And those that are ready to be slain; 

If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; 
Doth not he that pondereth the heart con- 
sider it? 

And he that keepeth thy soul, doth not he 
know it? 

And shall not he render to every man accord- 
ing to Ms works? 

Learn Wisdom 

My son, eat thou honey, because it is good; 
And the honeycomb, wMch is sweet to thy 
taste : 

So shall the knowledge of wisdom be unto 
thy soul: 

When thou hast found it, then there shall 
be a reward. 

And thy expectation shall not be cut off. 

Plan no Evil 

Lay not wait, O wicked man, against the 
dwelling of the righteous ; 

Spoil not Ms resting place: 

For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth 
up again: 
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But the wicked shall fall into mischief. 
Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth* 

And let not thine heart be glad when he 
stumbleth: 

Lest the Lord see it* and it displease him* 
And he turn away his wrath from him. 

Fret not thyself because of evil men* 

Neither be thou envious at the wicked; 

For there shall be no reward to the evil man; 
The candle of the wicked shall be put out. 
My son* fear thou the Lord and the king: 
And meddle not with them that are given to 
change : 

For their calamity shall rise suddenly; 

And who knoweth the min of them both? 

Always be Just 

These things also belong to the wise. 

It is not good to have respect of persons in 
judgment. 

He that saith unto the wicked* Thou art 
righteous; 

Him shall the people curse* nations shall 
abhor him: 

But to them that rebuke him shall be delight* 
And a good blessing shall come upon them. 


PROVERBS 25* 7 

Every man shall kiss his lips 
That giveth a right answer. 

Prepare thy work without. 

And make it fit for thyself in the field; 

And afterwards build thine house. 

Be not a witness against thy neighbour with- 
out cause; 

And deceive not with thy lips. 

Say not* I will do so to him as he hath done 
to me: 

I will render to the man according to his work . 
Be not Idle 

I went by the field of the slothful* 

And by the vineyard of the man void of 
understanding ; 

And* lo* it was all grown over with thorns* 
And nettles had covered the face thereof, 
And the stone wall thereof was broken down . 
Then I saw* and considered it well: 

I looked upon it* and received instruction. 
Yet a little sleep* a little slumber* 

A little folding of the hands to sleep : 

So shall thy poverty come as one that travel- 
leth; 

And thy want as an armed man. 


WISDOM'S OUTLOOK 

RECOGNIZING HUMAN AND PERSONAL VALUES 


PROVERBS 


CHAPTERS 25, 1— 29, 27 


We meet all sorts of people in these pages, fools and wise men, idlers and hard workers, 
rogues and the kind-hearted, side by side, just as we find them in life . Learn from this, 
says the book, wisdom's outlook on the world . Watch and study men and women, 
the human threads of the social fabric. Everything depends upon their quality. Some 
are good, some are bad, but if the whole is to be strong and beautiful, each thread 
matters; and— a point that is worth considering in this age of mass movements, com- 
munity interests, and national ideologies— each individual is responsible for the weaving 
of his own character and personality . 


T HESE are also proverbs of Solomon* 
which the men of Hezekiah king 
of Judah copied out. 

It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: 
But the honour of kings is to search out a 
matter. 

The heaven for height* and the earth for 
depth* 

And the heart of kings is unsearchable. 

Take away the dross from the silver* 


And there shall come forth a vessel for the finer. 
Take away the wicked from before the king* 
And his throne shall be established in 
righteousness. 

Put notforth thyself in thepresence of the king* 
And stand not in the place of great men: 
For better it is that it be said unto thee* Come 
up hither; 

Than that thou shouldest be put lower in 
the presence of the prince 
Whom thine eyes have seen. 
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PROVERBS 25, 8 

Go not forth hastily to strive, 

Lest thou know not what to do in the end 
thereof. 

When thy neighbour hath put thee to shame. 
Debate thy cause with thy neighbour him- 
self; 

And discover not a secret to another: 

Lest he that heareth it put thee to shame, 
And thine infamy turn not away. 

A word fitly spoken 

Is like apples of gold in pictures of silver. 

As an earring of gold, and an ornament of 
fine gold, 

So is a wise reprover upon an obedient 
ear. 

As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, 
So is a faithful messenger to them that send 
him: 

For he refresheth the soul of his masters. 
Whoso boasteth himself of a false gift 
Is like clouds and wind without rain. 

By long forbearing is a prince persuaded. 
And a soft tongue breaketh the bone. 

Hast thou found honey? eat so much as is 
sufficient for thee, 

Lest thou be filled therewith, and vomit it. 
Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbour’s 
house; 

Lest he be weary of thee, and so hate thee. 
A man that beareth false witness against his 
neighbour 

Is a maul, and a sword, and a sharp arrow. 
Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of 
trouble 

Is like a broken tooth, and a foot out of 
joint 

As he that taketh away a garment in cold 
weather, and as vinegar upon nitre, 

So is he that singeth songs to an heavy heart. 
If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread 
to eat; 

And if he be thirsty, give him water to drink: 
For thou shall heap coals of fixe upon his 
; 'head, . 

And the Lord shall reward thee. 

The north wind driveth away rain: 

So doth an angry countenance a backbiting 
tongue. 

It is better to dwell in the comer of the 
: housetop. 

Than with a brawling woman and in a wide 
house. 

As cold waters to a thirsty soul. 

So is good news from a far country. 

A righteous man falling down before the 
wicked 


Is as a troubled fountain, and a corrupt 
spring. 

It is not good to eat much honey: 

So for men to search their own glory is not 
glory. 

He that hath no rule over Ms own spirit 
Is like a city that is broken down, and without 
walls. 

As snow in summer, and as rain in harvest. 
So honour is not seemly for a fool. 

As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by 
flying. 

So the curse causeless shall not come. 

Fools 

A whip for the horse, a bridle for the ass. 
And a rod for the fool’s back. 

Answer not a fool according to Ms folly. 
Lest thou also be like unto him. 

Answer a fool according to Ms folly. 

Lest he be wise in Ms own conceit. 

He that sendeth a message by the hand of a 
fool 

Cutteth off the feet, and drinketh damage. 
The legs of the lame are not equal: 

So is a parable in the mouth of fools. 

As he that bindeth a stone in a sling. 

So is he that giveth honour to a fool. 

As a thorn goeth up into the hand of a 
drunkard, 

So is a parable in the mouth of fools. 

The great God that formed all things 
Both rewardeth the fool, and rewarded! 
transgressors. 

As a dog retumeth to Ms vomit. 

So a fool retumeth to Ms folly. 

Seest thou a man wise in Ms own conceit? 
There is more hope of a fool than of him. 

Idlers 

The slothful man saith, There is a lion in the 
way; 

A lion is in the streets. 

As the door turneth upon Ms hinges. 

So doth the slothful upon Ms bed. 

The slothful Mdeth Ms hand in Ms bosom; 
It grieveth him to bring it again to Ms mouth. 
The sluggard is wiser in Ms own conceit 
Than seven men that can render a reason. 

Social Scourges 

He that passeth by, and meddleth with strife 
belonging not to him, 

Is like one that taketh a dog by the ears. 
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As a mad man who casteth firebrands, 
Arrows, and death, 

So is the man that deceiveth his neighbour. 
And saith, Am not I in sport? 

Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: 
So where there is no talebearer, the strife 
ceaseth. 

As coals are to burning coals, and wood to 
fire; 

So is a contentious man to kindle strife. 

The words of a talebearer are as wounds. 
And they go down into the innermost parts 
of the belly. 

Burning lips and a wicked heart 

Are like a potsherd covered with silver dross. 

Liars 

He that hateth dissembleth with his lips. 
And layeth up deceit within him; 

When he speaketh fair, believe him not: 

For there are seven abominations in his 
heart. 

Whose hatred is covered by deceit. 

His wickedness shall be shewed before the 
whole congregation. 

Whoso digged! a pit shall fall therein : 

And he that roileth a stone, it will return 
upon him. 

A lying tongue hateth those that are afflicted 
by it; 

And a flattering mouth worketh ruin. 

Strangers, Enemies, and Friends 

Boast not thyself of to morrow; 

For thou knowest not what a day may bring 
forth. 

Let another man praise thee, and not thine 
own mouth; 

A stranger, and not thine own lips. 

A stone is heavy, and the sand weighty; 

But a fool’s wrath is heavier than them both. 
Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous ; 

But who is able to stand before envy? 

Open rebuke is better 
Than secret love. 

Faithful are the wounds of a friend; 

But the kisses of an enemy are deceitful. 
The full soul loatheth an honeycomb; 

But to the hungry soul every bitter thing is 
■sweet* 

As a bird that wandereth from her nest, 

So is a man that wandereth from his place. 
Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart: 

So doth the sweetness of a man’s friend by 
hearty counsel. 


PROVERBS 27, 27 

Thine own friend, and thy father’s friend, 
forsake not; 

Neither go into thy brother’s house in the 
day of thy calamity: 

For better is a neighbour that is near than 
a brother far off. 

My son, be wise, and make my heart glad, 
That I may answer him that reproacheth me. 
A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth 
himself; 

But the simple pass on, and are punished. 
Take his garment that is surety for a stranger, 
And take a pledge of him for a strange 
woman. 

He that blesseth his friend with a loud voice, 
rising early in the morning. 

It shall be counted a curse to him. 

A continual dropping in a very rainy day 
And a contentious woman are alike. 
Whosoever hideth her hideth the wind. 

And the ointment of his right hand, which 
bewrayeth itself. 

Iron sharpeneth iron; 

So a man sharpeneth the countenance of his 
friend. 

Whoso keepeth the fig tree shall eat the fruit 
thereof: 

So he that waiteth on his master shall be 
honoured. 

As in water face answereth to face, 

So the heart of man to man. 

Hell and destruction are never full; 

So the eyes of man are never satisfied. 

As the fining pot for silver, and the furnace 
for gold; 

So is a man to his praise. 

Though thou shouldest bray a fool in a 
mortar among wheat with a pestle, 

Yet will not his foolishness depart from him. 

Workers 

Be thou diligent to know the state of thy 
flocks. 

And look well to thy herds. 

For riches are not for ever: 

And doth the crown endure to every genera- 
tion? 

The hay appeareth, and the tender grass 
sheweth itself. 

And herbs of the mountains are gathered. 
The lambs are for thy clothing, 

And the goats are the price of the field. 

And thou shalt have goats’ milk enough for 
thy food, for the food of thy household, 
And for the maintenance for thy maidens. 
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PROVERBS 28, i 


The Worthy and Worthless 

The wicked flee when no man pursueth: 

But the righteous are bold as a lion. 

For the transgression of a land many are the 
princes thereof: 

But by a man of understanding and know- 
ledge the state thereof shall be prolonged. 

A poor man that oppressed! the poor 

Is like a sweeping rain which leaveth no food. 

They that forsake the law praise the wicked: 

But such as keep the law contend with them. 

Evil men understand not judgment: 

But they that seek the Lord understand all 

■ things. 

Better is the poor that walketh in his up- 
rightness, 

Than he that is perverse in his ways, though 
he be rich. 

Whoso keepeth the law is a wise son: 

But he that is a companion of riotous men 
shameth his father. 

He that by usury and unjust gain increased! 
his substance. 

He shall gather it for him that will pity the 
poor. 

He that turneth away his ear from hearing 
the law. 

Even his prayer shall be abomination. 

Whoso causeth the righteous to go astray in 
an evil way. 

He shall fall himself into his own pit: 

But the upright shall have good things in 
possession. 

The rich man is wise in his own conceit; 

But the poor that hath understanding search- 
eth him out. 

When righteous men do rejoice, there is 
great glory: 

But when the wicked rise, a man is hidden. 

He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: 

But whoso confesseth and forsaketh them 
shall have mercy. 

Happy is the man that feareth alway: 

But he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into 
mischief. 

As a roaring lion, and a ranging bear; 

So is a wicked ruler over the poor people. 

The prince that wanteth understanding is 
also a great oppressor: 

But he that hateth covetousness shall prolong 
his days. 

A man that doeth violence to the blood of 
any person 

Shall flee to the pit; let no man stay him. 

Whoso walketh uprightly shall be saved: 


But he that is perverse in his ways shall fall 
at once. 

He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of 
bread: 

But he that followeth after vain persons shall 
have poverty enough. 

A faithful man shall abound with blessings : 

But he that maketh haste to be rich shall not 
be innocent. 

To have respect of persons is not good: 

For for a piece of bread that man will trans- 
gress. 

He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye. 

And considered! not that poverty shall come 
upon him. 

He that rebuketh a man afterwards shall 
find more favour 

Than he that flattereth with the tongue. 

Whoso robbeth his father or his mother, and 
saith. It is no transgression; 

The same is the companion of a destroyer. 

He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife: 

But he that putteth his trust in the Lord 
shall be made fat. 

He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: 

But whoso walketh wisely, he shall be de- 
livered. 

He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: 

But he that hideth his eyes shall have many 
a curse. 

When the wicked rise, men hide themselves : 

But when they perish, the righteous increase. 

He, that being often reproved hardeneth his 
neck. 

Shall suddenly be destroyed, and that with- 
out remedy. 

When the righteous are in authority, the 
people rejoice : 

But when the wicked beareth rule, the people 
mourn. 

Whoso loveth wisdom rejoiceth his father: 

But he that keepeth company with harlots 
spendeth his substance. 

The king by judgment established! the land: 

But he that received! gifts overthroweth it. 

A man that flattereth his neighbour 

Spreadeth a net for his feet. , 

In the transgression of an evil man there is 

But the righteous doth sing and rejoice. 

The righteous considereth the cause of the 
poor: 

But the wicked regarded! not to know it. 

Scornful men bring a city into a snare: 

But wise men turn away wrath. 

If a wise man contended! with a foolish man. 
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Whether he rage or laugh* there is no rest. 
The bloodthirsty hate the upright: 

But the just seek his soul. 

A fool uttereth all his mind: 

But a wise man keepeth it in till afterwards. 
If a ruler hearken to lies* 

All his servants are wicked. 

The poor and the deceitful man meet 
together: 

The Lord lighteneth both their eyes. 

The king that faithfully judgeth the poor* 
His throne shall be established for ever. 

The rod and reproof give wisdom: 

But a child left to himself bringeth Ms mother 
to shame. 

When the wicked are multiplied* transgres- 
sion increaseth: 

But the righteous shall see their fall. 

Correct thy son* and he shall give thee 
rest; 

Yea* he shall give delight unto thy soul. 
Where there is no vision* the people perish: 
But he that keepeth the law* happy is he. 

A servant will not be corrected by words: 


PROVERBS 30* 12 , 

For though he understand he will not answer. 

Seest thou a man that is hasty in Ms words ? 

There is more hope of a fool than of him. 

He that delicately bringeth up Ms servant 
from a cMld - 

Shall have Mm become Ms son at the length. 

An angry man stirreth up strife* 

And a furious man abounded! in transgres- 
sion. 

A man’s pride shall bring Mm low: 

But honour shall uphold the humble in spirit. 

Whoso is partner with a tMef hateth Ms own 
soul: 

He heareth cursing* and bewrayeth it not. 

The fear of man bringeth a snare: 

But whoso putteth Ms trust in the Lord shall 
be safe. 

Many seek the ruler’s favour; 

But every man’s judgment cometh from the 
Lord. 

An unjust man is an abomination to the 
just: 

And he that is upright in the way is abomina- 
tion to the wicked. 


OTHER MEN'S MINDS Proverbs 30, , 1 — 31 , 31 

These attractive pieces were worth preserving. We can readily understand a youthful 
student^ a searcher after wisdom, feeling , when he came across these literary fragments, 
that they possessed the inspiration of genius, and that he must jot them down on his 
scroll; especially the first and the last: the difficulty of learning anything; and the de- 
scription of a good wife . 


THE words of Agur the son of Jakeh, even 
the prophecy: 

The man spake unto ItMel* even unto ItMel 
and Ucal* 

Surely I am more brutish than any man* 

And have not the understanding of a man. 

I neither learned wisdom* 

Nor have the knowledge of the holy. 

Who hath ascended up into heaven* or 
descended? 

Who hath gathered the wind in Ms fists? 

Who hath bound the waters in a garment? 

Who hath established all the ends of the 
earth? 

What is Ms name* and what is Ms son’s name* 
if thou canst tell? 

Every word of God is pure: 

He is a sMeld unto them that put their trust 
in him. 

Add thou not unto his words* 


Lest he reprove thee* and thou be found a 
liar. 

Two tMngs have I required of thee; 

Deny me them not before I die: 

Remove far from me vanity and lies : 

Give me neither poverty nor riches; 

Feed me with food convement for me: 

Lest I be full* and deny thee, and say* Who 
is the Lord? 

Or lest I be poor* and steal* 

And take the name of my God in vain. 

Accuse not a servant unto Ms master* 

Lest he curse thee* and thou be found guilty. 

An Evil Generation 

There is a generation that curseth their 
father* 

And doth not bless their mother. 

There is a generation that are pure in their 
own eyes* 
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And yet is not washed from their filthiness. 
There is a generation, O how lofty are their 
eyes! 

And their eyelids are lifted up® 

There is a generation, whose teeth are as 
swords, and their jaw teeth as knives. 

To devour the poor from off the earth, and 
the needy from among men® 

Things never Satisfied 

The horseleach hath two daughters, crying. 
Give, give. 

There are three things that are never satis- 
fied. 

Yea, four things say not, It is enough: 

The grave; and the barren womb; 

The earth that is not filled with water; 

And the fire that saith not. It is enough. 

Unnatural Children 

The eye that mocketh at his father. 

And despiseth to obey his mother. 

The ravens of the valley shall pick it out. 
And the young eagles shall eat it. 

Surprising Things 

There be three things which are too wonder- 
ful for me. 

Yea, four which I know not: 

The way of an eagle in the air; 

The way of a serpent upon a rock; 

The way of a ship 'in the midst of the sea; 
And the way of a man with a maid. 

Such is the way of an adulterous woman; 
She eateth, and wipeth her mouth. 

And saith, I have done no wickedness. 

Intolerable Things 

For three things the earth is disquieted. 

And for four which it cannot bear: 

For a servant when he reigneth; 

And a fool when he is filled with meat; 

For an odious woman when she is married; 
And an handmaid that is heir to her mistress. 

Little Things 

There be four things which are little upon 
the earth. 

But they are exceeding wise: 

The ants are a people not strong. 

Yet they prepare their meat in the summer; 
The conies are but a feeble folk. 

Yet make they their houses in the rocks; 
The locusts have no king. 


Yet go they forth all of them by bands; 

The spider taketh hold with her hands. 

And is in kings 5 palaces. 

Comely Things 

There be three things which go well. 

Yea, four are comely in going: 

A lion which is strongest among beasts. 

And tumeth not away for any; 

A greyhound; an he goat also; 

And a king, against whom there is no 
rising up. 

A Word of Caution 

If thou hast done foolishly in lifting up thy- 
self. 

Or if thou hast thought evil. 

Lay thine hand upon thy mouth. 

Surely the churning of milk bringeth forth 
butter. 

And the wringing of the nose bringeth forth 
blood: 

So the forcing of wr&th bringeth forth strife. 

A Mother's Plea 

The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy 
that his mother taught him. 

What, my son? and what, the son of my 
womb? 

And what, the son of my vows? 

Give not thy strength unto women. 

Nor thy ways to that which destroyed! kings. 
It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for 
kings to drink wine; 

Nor for princes strong drink: 

Lest they drink, and forget the law. 

And pervert the judgment of any of the 
afflicted. 

Give strong drink unto him that is ready to 
perish. 

And wine unto those that be of heavy hearts. 
Let him drink, and forget his poverty. 

And remember his misery no more. 

Open thy mouth for the dumb 
In the cause of ah such as are appointed to 
destruction. 

Open thy mouth, judge righteously. 

And plead the cause of the poor and needy. 

The Good Wife 

Who can find a virtuous woman? 

For her price is far above rubies. 

The heart of her husband doth safely trust 
in her. 

So that he shall have no need of spoil. 
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She will do him good and not evil 
All the days of her life. 

She seeketh wool* and flax* 

And worketh willingly with her hands. 

She is like the merchants’ ships; 

She bringeth her food from afar. 

She riseth also while it is yet night* 

And giveth meat to her household* 

And a portion to her maidens. 

She considereth a field* and buyeth it: 

With the fruit of her hands she planteth a 
vineyard. 

She girdeth her loins with strength* 

And strengtheneth her arms. 

She perceiveth that her merchandise is good: 
Her candle goeth not out by night. 

She layeth her hands to the spindle* 

And her hands hold the distaff. 

She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; 
Yea* she reacheth forth her hands to the 
needy. 

She is not afraid of the snow for her house- 
hold: 

For all her household are clothed with scarlet. 


PROVERBS 31* 31 

She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; 
Her clothing is silk and purple. 

Her husband is known in the gates* 

When he sitteth among the elders of the 
land. 

She maketh fine linen* and selleth it; 

And delivered! girdles unto the merchant. 
Strength and honour are her clothing; 

And she shall rejoice in time to come. 

She openeth her mouth with wisdom; 

And in her tongue is the law of kindness. 
She looketh well to the ways of her house- 
hold* 

And eateth not the bread of idleness. 

Her children arise up* and call her blessed; 
Her husband also* and he praiseth her. 
Many daughters have done virtuously* 

But thou excellest them all. 

Favour is deceitful* and beauty is vain: 

But a woman that feareth the Lord* she shall 
be praised. 

Give her of the fruit of her hands; 

And let her own works praise her in the 
gates* 
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ECCLESIASTES 

THERE IS A GLEAM OF DIVINE REVELATION 
AT THE END OF THE ROAD OF EXPERIENCE 

In the hook of Psalms we found the whole length of the road of experience was illuminated . 
It was bright with the sunlight of revelation . But that was the high road of religious 
experience , the road that adventurous pilgrims take . This other road we might call the 
low road , the old and common road that people who are not strongly religious usually 
take . The difference between these two levels of experience , put plainly , is that which 
exists between a person who, like the Psalmist , has learned from God the way of life, 
and a person , like the writer of Ecclesiastes, who is groping his way through life without 
the Light of Life . He is not an irreligious man, but he has not fully apprehended and 
appropriated the divine revelation . He is trying to discover the meaning of life in other 
ways, and fails. In the end a gleam of the truth strikes his path, and he accepts it. 
Compared with the Psalmisfs knowledge it is a thin and chill belief, but it lights up 
the prevailing gloom of secular experiences and gives to every searcher after truth, who 
is passing along this way , the assurance his heart desires , that at last he is getting 
within reach of his goal 

All is Vanity 

T HE words of the Preacher, the the place from whence the rivers come, 
son of David, king in Jerusalem, thither they return again. All things are 
Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, full of labour; man cannot utter it: the 
vanity of vanities; all is vanity, eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the 
What profit hath a man of all his labour ear filled with hearing. The thing that hath 
which he taketh under the sun ? One genera- been, it is that which shall be; and that 
tion passeth away, and another generation which is done is that which shall be done: 
cometh: but the earth abideth for ever. The and there is no new thing under the sun. 
sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down, and Is there any thing whereof it may be said, 
hasteth to his place where he arose. The See, this is new? it hath been already of 
wind goeth toward the south, and tumeth old time, which was before us. There is 
about unto the north; it whirleth about no remembrance of former things; neither 
continually, and the wind retumeth again shall there be any remembrance of things 
according to his circuits. All the rivers run that are to come with those that shall come 
into the sea; yet the sea is not full; unto after. 

THE VANITY OF KNOWLEDGE Ecclesiastes 1 , 12-18 

It was my aim , says the Speaker , to get the best and most out of life ; to discover its 
secret and lay hold of that unknown something which would deeply satisfy me; so I set 
out along the path of knowledge , determined to know all there is to know , but learning 
did not give me what I wanted. 

I THE Preacher was king over Israel in exercised therewith. I have seen all the 
Jerusalem. And I gave my heart to seek and works that are done under the sun; and, 
search out by wisdom concerning all things behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit, 
that are done under heaven: this sore travail That which is crooked cannot be made 
hath God given to the sons of man to be straight: and that which is wanting cannot 
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be numbered. 1 communed with mine own 
heart 3 sayings Lo, I am come to great estate, 
and have gotten more wisdom than all they 
that have been before me in Jerusalem: yea, 
my heart had great experience of wisdom and 


ECCLESIASTES 2 , 21 

knowledge. And I gave my heart to know 
wisdom 5 and to know madness and folly: 
I perceived that this dso is vexation of spirit. 
For in much wisdom is much grief : and he 
that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow. 


THE VANITY OF PLEASURE Ecclesiastes 2 , 1-17 

I turned to pleasure ; not to the coarse vulgar pleasures that fools pursue , hut to those 
a wise man may rightfully enjoy— the joys of a garden and the country-side , home and 
friends , music and arfs treasures . 1 was not satisfied . 


I SAID in mine heart. Go to now, I will prove 
thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure: 
and, behold, this also is vanity. I said of 
laughter. It is mad: and of mirth, What 
doeth it? I sought in mine heart to give my- 
self unto wine, yet acquainting mine heart 
with wisdom; and to lay hold on folly, till I 
might see what was that good for the sons of 
men, which they should do under the heaven 
all the days of their life. I made me great 
works; I builded me houses; I planted me 
vineyards: I made me gardens and orchards, 
and I planted trees in them of all kind of 
fruits: I made me pools of water, to water 
therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees : 
I got me servants and maidens, and had 
servants born in my house; also I had great 
possessions of great and small cattle above 
all that were in Jerusalem before me: I 
gathered me also silver and gold, and the 
peculiar treasure of kings and of the pro- 
vinces: I gat me men singers and women 
singers, and the delights of the sons of men, 
as musical instruments, and that of all sorts. 
So I was great, and increased more than all 
that were before me in Jerusalem: also my 
wisdom remained with me. And whatsoever 
mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I 
withheld not my heart from any joy; for my 


heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was 
my portion of all my labour. Then I looked 
on all the works that my hands had wrought, 
and on the labour that I had laboured to do : 
and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of 
spirit, and there was no profit under the sun. 

Madness and Folly 

And I turned myself to behold wisdom, 
and madness, and folly : for what can the man 
do that cometh after the king? even that 
which hath been already done. Then I saw 
that wisdom excelleth folly, as far as light 
excelleth darkness. The wise man’s eyes are 
in his head; but the fool walketh in dark- 
ness: and I myself perceived also that one 
event happeneth to them all. Then said I in 
my heart, As it happeneth to the fool, so it 
happeneth even to me; and why was I then 
more wise? Then I said in my heart,, that 
this also is vanity. For there is no remem- 
brance of the wise more than of the fool for 
ever; seeing that which now is in the days to 
come shall all be forgotten. And how dieth 
the wise man? as the fool. Therefore I hated 
life; because the work that is wrought under 
the sun is grievous unto me: for all is vanity 
and vexation of spirit. 


THE VANITY OF WORK AND RICHES Ecclesiastes 2 , 18—6, 12 

Then I thought, perhaps in labour or in money lies the satisfaction that I seek, but 
here I found so much to vex my heart and distress my spirit that I was compelled to 
cry, Who knoweth what is good for man in this life? 


Others get the Benefit 

YEA, I hated all my labour which I had 
taken under the sun: because I should leave 
it unto the man that shall be after me. And 
who knoweth whether he shall be a wise man 


or a fool? yet shall he have rule over all my 
labour wherein I have laboured, and wherein 
I have shewed myself wise under the sun. 
This is also vanity. Therefore I went about 
to cause my heart to despair of all the labour 
which I took under the sun. For there is a 
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man whose labour is in wisdom, and in know- 
ledge, and in equity; yet to a man that hath 
not laboured therein shall he leave it for his 
portion. This also is vanity and a great evil. 
For what hath man of all Ms labour, and of 
the vexation of his heart, wherein he hath 
laboured under the sun? For all his days 
are sorrows, and his travail grief; yea, his 
heart taketh not rest in the night. This is 
also vanity. 

There is nothing better for a man, than 
that he should eat and drink, and that he 
should make Ms soul enjoy good in Ms 
labour. TMs also I saw, that it was from the 
hand of Gdd. For who can eat, or who else 
can hasten hereunto, more than I ? For God 
giveth to a man that is good in Ms sight wis- 
dom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the 
sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap 
up, that he may give to him that is good 
before God. This also is vanity and vexation 
of spirit. 

Human Effort is Handicapped 

To every thing there is a season, and a 
time to every purpose under the heaven: a 
time to be bom, and a time to die; a time to 
plant, and a time to pluck up that wMch is 
planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a 
time to break down, and a time to build 
up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a 
time to cast away stones, and a time to 
gather stones together; a time to embrace, 
and a time to refrain from embracing; a 
time to get, and a time to lose; a time to 
keep, and a time to cast away; a time to 
rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep 
silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, 
and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time 
of peace. What profit hath he that worketh 
in that wherein he laboureth? 1 I have seen 
the travail, wMch God hath given to the sons 
of men to be exercised in it. He hath made 
every thing beautiful in Ms time: also he 
hath set the world in their heart, so that no 
man can find out the work that God maketh 
from the beginning to the end. I know that 
there is no good in them, but for a man to 
rejoice, and to do good in Ms life. And also 
that every man should eat and drink, and 
enjoy the good of all Ms labour, it is the gift 
of God. I know that, whatsoever God doeth. 


it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, 
nor any thing taken from it: and God doeth 
it, that men should fear before him. That 
wMch hath been is now; and that wMch is to 
be hath already been; and God requireth 
that wMch is past. 

Robbed in the Law Courts 

And moreover I saw under the sun the 
place of judgment, that wickedness was 
there; and the place of righteousness, that 
iniquity was there. I said in mine heart, God 
shall judge the righteous and the wicked: 
for there is a time there for every purpose 
and for every work. I said in mine heart con- 
cerning the estate of the sons of men, that 
God might manifest them, and that they 
might see that they themselves are beasts. 
For that wMch befalleth the sons of men 
befalleth beasts ; even one thing befalleth 
them: as the one dieth, so dieth the other; 
yea, they have all one breath; so that a man 
hath no preeminence above a beast: for all is 
vanity. All go unto one place; all are of the 
dust, and all turn to dust again. Who Jmow- 
eth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and 
the spirit of the beast that goeth downward 
to the earth? Wherefore I perceive that 
there is nothing better, than that a man should 
rejoice in Ms own works; for that is Ms 
portion: for who shall bring him to see what 
shall be after him? 

So I returned, and considered all the 
oppressions that are done under the sun: and 
behold the tears of such as were oppressed, 
and they had no comforter; and on the side 
of their oppressors there was power; but 
they had no comforter. Wherefore I praised 
the dead wMch are already dead more than 
the living wMch are yet alive. Yea, better 
is he than both they, wMch hath not yet 
been, who hath not seen the evil work that is 
done under the sun. 

Envied by Neighbours 

Again, I considered all travail, and every 
right work, that for this a man is envied of 
Ms neighbour. TMs is also vanity and vexa- 
tion of spirit. The fool foldeth his hands 
together, and eateth Ms own flesh. Better is 
an handful with quietness, than both the 
hands full with travail and vexation of spirit. 


1 The argument being. Success depends upon choosing the right moment for doing things, and man is not 
always in a position to know these times. 


Then I returned, and I saw vanity under 
the sun. There is one alone, and there is not 
a second; yea, he hath neither child nor 
brother; yet is there no end of all his labour; 
neither is his eye satisfied with riches ; neither 
saith he, For whom do I labour, and bereave 
my soul of good? This is also vanity, yea, 
it is a sore travail. Two are better than one; 
because they have a good reward for their 
labour. For if they fall, the one will lift up his 
fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he 
faileth; for he hath not another to help him 
up. Again, if two lie together, then they 
have heat; but how can one be warm alone? 
And if one prevail against him, two shall 
withstand him; and a threefold cord is not 
quickly broken. 

Better is a poor and a wise child than an 
old and foolish king, who will no more be 
admonished. For out of prison he cometh 
to reign; whereas also he that is born in his 
kingdom becometh poor. I considered all 
the living which walk under the sun, with 
the second child that shall stand up in his 
stead. There is no end of all the people, even 
of all that have been before them: they also 
that come after shall not rejoice in him. 
Surely this also is vanity and vexation of 
spirit. 

Temple Gifts and Dues 

Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house 
of God, and be more ready to hear, than to 
give the sacrifice of fools: 1 for they consider 
not that they do evil. Be not rash with thy 
mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to 
utter any thing before God: for God is in 
heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let 
thy words be few. For a dream cometh 
through the multitude of business; and a 
fool’s voice is known by multitude of words. 
When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer 
not to pay it ; for he hath no pleasure in fools : 
pay that which thou hast vowed. Better is it 
that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou 
shouldest vow and not pay. Suffer not thy 
mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; neither say 
thou before the angel, that it was an error: 
wherefore should God be angry at thy voice, 
and destroy the work of thine hands? For 
in the multitude of dreams and many words 
there are also divers vanities: but fear thou 
God. 


ECCLESIASTES 6 , 2 

If thou seest the oppression of the poor, 
and violent perverting of judgment and justice 
in a province, marvel not at the matter: for 
he that is higher than the highest regardeth; 
and there be higher than they. Moreover the 
profit of the earth is for all: the king himself 
is served by the field. 

Unfortunate Investments 

He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied 
with silver; nor he that loveth abundance 
with increase: this is also vanity. When 
goods increase, they are increased that eat 
them: and what good is there to the owners 
thereof, saving the beholding of them with 
their eyes ? The sleep of a labouring man is 
sweet, whether he eat little or much: but the 
abundance of the rich will not suffer him to 
sleep. 

There is a sore evil which I have seen 
under the sun, namely, riches kept for the 
owners thereof to their hurt. But those 
riches perish by evil travail: and he begetteth 
a son, and there is nothing in his hand. As 
he came forth of his mother’s womb, naked 
shall he return to go as he came, and shall take 
nothing of his labour, which he may carry 
away in his hand. And this also is a sore 
evil, that in all points as he came, so shall he 
go : and what profit hath he that hath laboured 
for the wind? All his days also he eateth in 
darkness, and he hath much sorrow and 
wrath with his sickness. 

Behold that which I have seen: it is good 
and comely for one to eat and to drink, and 
to enjoy the good of all his labour that he 
taketh under the sun all the days of his life, 
which God giveth him: for it is his portion. 
Every man also to whom God hath given 
riches and wealth, and hath given him power 
to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to 
rejoice in his labour ; this is the gift of God. 
For he shall not much remember the days 
of his life; because God answereth him in 
the joy of his heart. 

Unable to Enjoy Riches 

There is an evil which I have seen under 
the sun, and it is common among men: a 
man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, 
and honour, so that he wanteth nothing for 
his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giveth 


1 Bribery and corruption in State and Church is another danger that the possessor of wealth must always be 
on his guard against. 
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him not power to eat thereof, but a stranger 
eateth it: this is vanity, and it is an evil 
disease. If a man beget an hundred children, 
and live many years, so that the days of his 
years be many, and his soul be not filled with 
good, and also that he have no burial; I say, 
that an untimely birth is better than he* For 
he cometh in with vanity, and departeth in 
darkness, and his name shall be covered with 
darkness. Moreover, he hath not seen the 
sun, nor known any thing: this hath more 
rest , than the other. Yea, though he live a 
thousand years twice told, yet hath he seen 
no good: do not all go to one place? 

All the labour of man is for his mouth, and 


yet the appetite is not filled. For what hath 
the wise more than the fool? what hath the 
poor, that knoweth to walk before the living? 
Better is the sight of the eyes than the wander- 
ing of the desire: this is also vanity and 
vexation of spirit. 

That which hath been is named already, 
and it is known that it is man: neither may 
he contend with him that is mightier than he. 
Seeing there be many things that increase 
vanity, what is man the better? For who 
knoweth what is good for man in this life, all 
the days of his vain life which he spendeth as 
a shadow? for who can tell a man what shall 
be after him under the sun? 


THE VANITY OF EVERYTHING Ecclesiastes 7 , 1-29 

Since all must die, would it not be better to look at the end, be sober, take a middle 
course so long as life lasts, and then rest content to leave behind a respected name? 


A GOOD name is better than precious oint- 
ment; and the day of death than the day of 
one’s birth. It is better to go to the house of 
mourning, than to go to the house of feasting : 
for that is the end of all men; and the living 
will lay it to his heart. Sorrow is better than 
laughter: for by the sadness of the coun- 
tenance the heart is made better. The heart 
of the wise is in the house of mourning; 
but the heart of fools is in the house of 
mirth. 

It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise, 
than for a man to hear the song of fools. For 
as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is 
the laughter of the fool: this also is vanity. 
Surely oppression maketh a wise man mad; 
and a gift destroyed! the heart. 

Better is the end of a thing than the begin- 
ning thereof : and the patient in spirit is better 
than the proud in spirit. Be not hasty in thy 
spirit to be angry : for anger resteth in the 
bosom of fools. Say not thou, What is the 
cause that the former days were better than 
these? for thou dost not enquire wisely con- 
cerning this. 

Wisdom is good with an inheritance: and 
by it there is profit to them that see the sun. 
For wisdom is a defence, and money is a 
defence: but the excellency of knowledge is, 
that wisdom giveth life to them that have it. 
Consider the work of God : for who can make 
that straight, which he hath made crooked? 
In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the 
day of adversity consider: God also hath set 


the one over against the other, to the end 
that man should find nothing after him. 

Avoid Extremes 

All things have I seen in the days of my 
vanity: there is a just man that perisheth in 
his righteousness, and there is a wicked man 
that prolongeth his life in his wickedness. 
Be not righteous over much; neither make 
thyself over wise : why shouldest thou destroy 
thyself? Be not over much wicked, neither 
be thou foolish: why shouldest thou die 
before thy time ? It is good that thou should- 
est take hold of this ; yea, also from this with- 
draw not thine hand : for he that feareth God 
shall come forth of them all. 

Wisdom strengtheneth the wise more than 
ten mighty men which are in the city. For 
there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth 
good, and sinneth not. Also take no heed 
unto all words that are spoken; lest thou 
hear thy servant curse thee: for oftentimes 
also thine own heart knoweth that thou thy- 
self likewise hast cursed others. 

All this have I proved by wisdom : I said, I 
will be wise; but it was far from me. That 
which is far off, and exceeding deep, who 
can find it out ? I applied mine heart to know, 
and to search, and to seek . out wisdom, and 
the reason of things, and to know the wicked- 
ness of folly, even of foolishness and mad- 
ness : and I find more bitter than death the 
woman, whose heart is snares and nets, and 
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her hands as bands; whoso pleaseth God 
shall escape from her; but the sinner shall 
be taken by her. Behold, this have I found, 
saith the preacher, counting one by one, to 
find out the account; which yet my soul 


ECCLESIASTES 9 , 3 

seeketh, but I find not; one man among a 
thousand have I found; but a woman among 
all those have I not found. Lo, this only have 
I found, that God hath made man upright; 
but they have sought out many inventions. 


BAFFLING PROBLEMS Ecclesiastes 8, 1 — 10 , 20 

Who can explain these things ? Look at the inequalities , the uncertainties 5 the para- 
doxes of life . The only certainty is deaths though no man knows his hour . It comes to 
all alike ^ sages and fools y just and unjust. But that does not solve the mystery. It seals it. 


The Inequalities of Life 

WHO is as the wise man? and who knoweth 
the interpretation of a thing ? a man’s wisdom 
maketh his face to shine, and the boldness of 
his face shall be changed. I counsel thee to 
keep the king’s commandment, and that in 
regard of the oath of God. Be not hasty to go 
out of his sight; stand not in an evil thing; 
for he doeth whatsoever pleaseth him. Where 
the word of a king is, there is power ; and who 
may say unto him. What doest thou ? Whoso 
keepeth the commandment shall feel no evil 
thing: and a wise man’s heart discemeth 
both time and judgment. Because to every 
purpose there is time and judgment, therefore 
the misery of man is great upon him. For 
he knoweth not that which shall be: for who 
can tell him when it shall be? There is no 
man that hath power over the spirit to retain 
the spirit; neither hath he power in the day 
of death: and there is no discharge in that 
war; neither shall wickedness deliver those 
that are given to it. 

All this have I seen, and applied my heart 
unto every work that is done under the sun: 
there is a time wherein one man ruleth over 
another to his own hurt. 1 And so I saw the 
wicked buried, who had come and gone from 
the place of the holy, and they were forgotten 
in the city where they had so done: this is 
also vanity. Because sentence against an evil 
work is not executed speedily, therefore the 
heart of the sons of men is fully set in them 
to do evil. Though a sinner do evil an hun- 
dred times, and his days be prolonged, yet 
surely I know that it shall be well with them 
that fear God, which fear before him: but it 
shall not be well with the wicked, neither 
shall he prolong his days, which are as a 
shadow; because he feareth not before God. 


There is a vanity which is done upon the 
earth; that there be just men, unto whom it 
happeneth according to the work of the 
wicked; again, there be wicked men, to whom 
it happeneth according to the work of the 
righteous: I said that this also is vanity. 
Then I commended mirth, because a man 
hath no better thing under the sun, than to 
eat, and to drink, and to be merry: for that 
shall abide with him of his labour the days 
of his life, which God giveth him under the 
sun. 

When I applied mine heart to know wis- 
dom, and to see the business that is done 
upon the earth: (for also there is that neither 
day nor night seeth sleep with his eyes:) then 
I beheld all the work of God, that a man 
cannot find out the work that is done under 
the sun: because though a man labour to 
seek it out, yet he shall not find it ; yea farther ; 
though a wise man think to know it, yet shall 
he not be able to find it. For all this I con- 
sidered in my heart even to declare all this, 
that the righteous, and the wise, and their 
works, are in the hand of God: no man 
knoweth either love or hatred by all that is 
before them. 

The Uncertainties of Life 

All things 2 come alike to all: there is one 
event to the righteous, and to the wicked; to 
the good and to the clean, and to the unclean; 
to him that sacrificeth, and to him that sacri- 
ficeth not : as is the good, so is the sinner; and 
he that sweareth, as he that feareth an oath. 
This is an evil among all things that are done 
under the sun, that there is one event unto 
all: yea, also the heart of the sons of men is 
full of evil, and madness is in their heart 
while they live, and after that they go to the 
dead. 


1 This seems to crystallize the idea of various verses in this section. 

2 Including calamities, disasters, misfortunes. 
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For to him that Is joined to all the living 
there is hope; for a living dog is better than 
a dead lion. For the living know that they 
shall die; but the dead know not any things 
neither have they any more a reward ; for the 
memory of them is forgotten. Also their 
love* and their hatred, and their envy, is now 
perished; neither have they any more a por- 
tion for ever in any thing that is done under 
the sun. 

Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and 
drink thy wine with a merry heart; for God 
now accepteth thy works. Let thy garments 
be always white; and let thy head lack no 
ointment. Live joyfully with the wife whom 
thou lovest all the days of the life of thy 
vanity, which he hath given thee under the 
sun, all the days of thy vanity: for that is thy 
portion in this life, and in thy labour which 
thou takest under the sun. Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; 
for there is no work, nor device, nor know- 
ledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou 
goest. 

I returned, and saw under the sun, that the 
race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the 
strong , 1 2 neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet 
riches to men of understanding, nor yet 
favour to men of skill; but time and chance 
happeneth to them all. For man also knoweth 
not his time; as the fishes that are taken in 
an evil net, and as the birds that are caught 
in the snare; so are the sons of men snared 
in an evil time, when it falleth suddenly upon 
them* 

The Paradoxes of Life 

This wisdom have I seen also under the 
sun, and it seemed great unto me; there 
was a little city, and few men within it; and 
there came a great king against it, and be- 
sieged it, and built great bulwarks against 
it: now there was found in it a poor wise 
man, and he by his wisdom delivered the 
city; yet no man remembered that same 
poor man. Then said I, Wisdom is better 
than strength: nevertheless the poor man's 
wisdom is despised, and his words are not 
heard. The words of wise men are heard 
in quiet more than the cry of him that 
ruleth among fools. Wisdom is better than 


weapons of war; but one sinner destroyed! 
much good. 

Dead flies cause the ointment of the 
apothecary to send forth a stinking savour: 
so doth a little folly him that is in reputation 
for wisdom and honour. A wise man's heart 
is at his right hand; but a fool’s heart at his 
left. Yea also, when he that is a fool walketh 
by the way, his wisdom faileth him, and he 
saith to every one that he is a fool. If the 
spirit of the ruler rise up against thee, leave 
not thy place; for yielding pacifieth great 
offences. There is an evil which I have seen 
under the sun, as an error which proceeded! 
from the ruler: folly is set in great dignity, 
and the rich sit in low place. I have seen 
servants upon horses, and princes walking 
as servants upon the earth? 

He that diggeth a pit shall fall into it; and 
whoso breaketh an hedge, a serpent shall 
bite him. Whoso removeth stones shall be 
hurt therewith; and he that cleaveth wood 
shall be endangered thereby. If the iron be 
blunt, and he do not whet the edge, then 
must he put to more strength: but wisdom is 
profitable to direct. Surely the serpent will 
bite without enchantment; and a babbler is 
no better. 

The words of a wise man’s mouth are 
gracious; but the lips of a fool will swallow 
up himself. The beginning of the words of 
his mouth is foolishness: and the end of his 
talk is mischievous madness. A fool also is 
full of words: a man cannot tell what shall 
be ; and what shall be after him, who can tell 
him? The labour of the foolish wearieth 
every one of them, because he knoweth not 
how to go to the city. 

Woe to thee, O land, when thy king is a 
child, and thy princes eat in the morning! 
Blessed art thou, O land, when thy king is 
the son of nobles, and thy princes eat in due 
season, for strength, and not for drunken- 
ness! By much slothfulness the building 
decayeth; and through idleness of the hands 
the house droppeth through. A feast is made 
for laughter, and wine maketh merry: but 
money answereth all things. Curse not the 
king, no not in thy thought ; and curse not the 
rich in thy bedchamber: for a bird of the air 
shall carry the voice, and that which hath 
wings shall tell the matter. 


1 The uncertainties of life could hardly be better expressed. 

2 In this section several passages refer to the anomalies and seeming contradictions in life. To the problems 
that baffled this ancient sage, the modem reader may feel he would like to add that of the complexity and 
entanglement of modem civilization. 
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MAN’S UNCONQUERABLE SOUL Ecclesiastes 11, i— 12, 14 

There is only one thing to do, concludes our Speaker, — -and these are brave and noble 
words to come from a man who has been bitterly disillusioned and utterly confounded 
by life) — -be not ill-tempered nor irreverent . If life does not give you all you want*, 
rejoice that you are alive , rise up with the sun and the song of the birds, withhold not 
your hand from the task of the day, and close not your heart to the voice of a friend * 
Remember that God lives, too, and is the Lord of Life* By this faith vanity is van - 
quished . 


Do not be ill-tempered 

CAST thy bread upon the waters: for thou 
shalt find it after many days. Give a portion 
to seven, and also to eight; for thou knowest 
not what evil shall be upon the earth. If the 
clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves 
upon the earth: and if the tree fall toward 
the south, or toward the north, in the place 
where the tree falleth, there it shall be.. He 
that observeth the wind shall not sow; and 
he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap. 
As thou knowest not what is the way of the 
spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the 
womb of her that is with child: even so thou 
knowest not the works of God who maketh 
all. In the morning sow thy seed, and in the 
evening withhold not thine hand: for thou 
knowest not whether shall prosper, either 
this or that, or whether they both shall be 
alike good. Truly the light is sweet, and a 
pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the 
sun: but if a man live many years, and rejoice 
in them all; yet let him remember the days 
of darkness ; for they shall be many. All that 
cometh is vanity. 

Do not be irreverent 

Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and 
let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy 
youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, 
and in the sight of thine eyes : but know thou, 
that for all these things God will bring thee 
into judgment. Therefore remove sorrow 
from thy heart, and put away evil from thy 
flesh: for childhood and youth are vanity. 
Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor 
the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I 
have no pleasure in them; while the sun, or 
the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not 


darkened, nor the clouds return after the 
rain : in the day when the keepers of the house 
shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow 
themselves, and the grinders cease because 
they are few, and those that look out of the 
windows be darkened, and the doors shall 
be shut in the streets, when the sound of the 
grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the 
voice of the bird, and all the daughters of 
musick shall be brought low; also when they 
shall be afraid of that which is high, and 
fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree 
shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be 
a burden, and desire shall fail : because man 
goeth to his long home, and the mourners go 
about the streets : or ever the silver cord be 
loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or 
the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the 
wheel broken at the cistern. Then shall 
the dust return to the earth as it was : and the 
spirit shall return unto God who gave it. 
Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher; all is 
vanity. And moreover, because the preacher 
was wise, he still taught the people know- 
ledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought 
out, and set in order many proverbs. The 
preacher sought to find out acceptable words : 
and that which was written was upright, even 
words of truth. 

The words of the wise are as goads, and as 
nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, 
which are given from one shepherd. And 
further, by these, my son, be admonished: 
of making many books there is no end; and 
much study is a weariness of the flesh. 

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter: Fear God, and keep his command- 
ments: 1 for this is the whole duty of man. 
For God shall bring every work into judg- 
ment, with every secret thing, whether it be 
good, or whether it be evil. 


1 But how much richer is the Christian promise: That we may know God and have fellowship with Him. 


THE 

SONG OF SONGS 

THE SONGS THAT LOVE SINGS ARE SACRED 


Attempts have been made to make the Song of Songs tell a dramatic story. The results 
are interesting. Some of them are plausible . Bui there are too many different versions 
of the story to make this method of treatment convincing . It is simpler and better to 
look upon the material as an anthology of love lyrics . There can be little doubt that this 
is what they are, and that they include betrothal as well as wedding songs . Even so, 
they are not quite like the love songs of our own people. The lover speaks to the beloved 
in his native tongue, and Eastern lovers use expressions that are strange to Western ears. 
But if with understanding hearts we listen to this Song of Songs we hear the love that 
sings within the song, and in all songs that lovers sing . For here is that sweet mystery 
of affection and devotion which men and women everywhere feel is sacred and divine. 


HE song of songs* which is Solo- 
mon’s. 

Love's Desire 
Let him kiss me with the kisses of his 
mouth: 

For thy love is better than wine. 

Because of the savour of thy good ointments 
Thy name is as ointment poured forth. 
Therefore do the virgins love thee. 

Draw me* we will run after thee: 

The king hath brought me into his chambers : 
We will be glad and rejoice in thee* 

We will remember thy love more than wine: 
The upright love thee. 

I am black* but comely* 

O ye daughters of Jerusalem* 

As the tents of Kedar* 

As the curtains of Solomon. 

Look not upon me* because I am black, 
Because the sun hath looked upon me: 

My mother’s children were angry with me ; 
They made me the keeper of the vineyards; 
But mine own vineyard have I not kept. 
Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth* 
Where thou feedest* where thou makest thy 
flock to rest at noon: 

For why should I be as one that tumeth aside 
By the flocks of thy companions? 

If thou know not* O thou fairest among 
women* 


Go thy way forth by the footsteps of the 
flock* 

And feed thy kids beside the shepherds* 
tents. 

Love's Praise 

I have compared thee* O my love* 

To a company of horses in Pharaoh’s cha- 
riots. 

Thy cheeks are comely with rows of jewels* 

Thy neck with chains of gold. 

We will make thee borders of gold 

With studs of silver. 

While the king sitteth at his table* 

My spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof. 

A bundle of myrrh is my wellbeloved unto 
me; 

He shall lie all night betwixt my breasts. 

My beloved is unto me as a cluster of cam- 
phire 

In the vineyards of En-gedh 

Behold* thou art fair* my love; behold* thou 
art fair; 

Thou hast doves’ eyes. 

Behold, thou art fair, my beloved* yea* 
pleasant: 

Also our bed is green. 

The beams of our house are cedar* 

And our rafters of fir. 
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I am the rose of Sharon* 

And the lily of the valleys. 

As the lily among thorns. 

So is my love among the daughters. 

As the apple tree among the trees of the 
wood. 

So is my beloved among the sons. 

I sat down under his shadow with great 
delight. 

And his fruit was sweet to my taste. 

He brought me to the banqueting house. 
And his banner over me was love. 

Stay me with flagons, comfort me with 
apples: 

For 1 am sick of love. 

His left hand is under my head. 

And his right hand doth embrace me. 

1 charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, 
By the roes, and by the hinds of the field. 
That ye stir not up, nor awake my love. 

Till he please. 

Love's Serenade 

The voice of my beloved! behold, he cometh 
Leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon 
the hills. 

My beloved is like a roe or a young hart: 
Behold, he standeth behind our wall. 

He looketh forth at the windows. 

Shewing himself through the lattice. 

My beloved spake, and said unto me. 

Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come 
away. 

For, lo, the winter is past. 

The rain is over and gone; 

The flowers appear on the earth; 

The time of the singing of birds is come. 
And the voice of the turtle is heard in our 
land; 

The fig tree putteth forth her green figs. 
And the vines with the tender grape 
Give a good smell. 

Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. 
O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, 
in the secret places of the stairs. 

Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy 
voice; 

For sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance 
is comely. 

Take us the foxes, the litde foxes, that spoil 
the vines: 

For our vines have tender grapes. 
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My beloved is mine, and I am his: 

He feedeth among the lilies. 

Until the day break, and the shadows flee 
away. 

Turn, my beloved, and be thou like a roe or 
a young hart 

Upon the mountains of Bether. 

A Dream of Love 

By night on my bed I sought him whom my 
soul loveth: 

I sought him, but I found him not. 

I will rise now, and go about the city 
In the streets, and in the broad ways 
I will seek him whom my soul loveth: 

I sought him, but I found him not. 

The watchmen that go about the city found 
me: 

To whom I said. Saw ye him whom my soul 
loveth? 

It was but a little that I passed from them. 
But I found him whom my soul loveth: 

I held him, and would not let him go, 

Until I had brought him into my mother’s 
house. 

And into the chamber of her that conceived 
me. 

I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, 
By the roes, and by the hinds of the field. 
That ye stir not up, nor awake my love. 

Till he please. 

A Wedding Procession 

Who is this that cometh out of the wilderness 
like pillars of smoke. 

Perfumed with myrrh and frankincense. 
With all powders of the merchant? 

Behold his bed, which is Solomon’s; 
Threescore valiant men are about it. 

Of the valiant of Israel. 

They all hold swords, being expert in 
war: 

Every man hath his sword upon his thigh 
Because of fear in the night. 

King Solomon made himself a chariot 
Of the wood of Lebanon. 

He made the pillars thereof of silver. 

The bottom thereof of gold, the covering of 
it of purple. 

The midst thereof being paved with love, 
For the daughters of Jerusalem. 

Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold 
king Solomon 
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With the: crown wherewith his mother 
crowned him in the day of his espousals* 
And in the day of the gladness of his heart. 

Thou art fair $ My Love 

Behold* thou art fair* my love; behold* thou 
art fair; 

Thou hast doves’ eyes within thy locks: 

Thy hair is as a hock of goats* 

That appear from mount Gilead. 

Thy teeth are like a flock of sheep that are 
even shorn* 

Which came up from the washing; 

Whereof every one bear twins* 

And none is barren among them. 

Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet* 

And thy speech is comely: 

Thy temples are like a piece of a pomegranate 
Within thy locks. 

Thy neck is like the tower of David builded 
for an armoury* 

Whereon there hang a thousand bucklers* 
AH shields of mighty men. 

Thy two breasts are like two young roes that 
are twins* 

Which feed among the lilies. 

Until the day break* and the shadows flee 
away* 

I will get me to the mountain of myrrh, 
And to the hill of frankincense. 

Thou art all fair* my love; 

There is no spot in thee. 

Come with me from Lebanon* my spouse* 
With me from Lebanon: 

Look from the top of Amana* 

From the top of Shenir and Hermon* 

From the lions’ dens* 

From the mountains of the leopards. 

Thou hast ravished my heart* my sister* my 
spouse; 

Thou hast ravished my heart with one of 
thine eyes* 

With one chain of thy neck. 

How fair is thy love* my sister* my spouse! 
How much better is thy love than wine! 
And the smell of thine ointments than all 
spices! 

Thy lips* O my spouse* drop as the honey- 
comb: 

Honey and milk are under thy tongue ; 

And the smell of thy garments is like the 
smell of Lebanon. 

A garden inclosed is my sister* my spouse; 


A spring shut up* a fountain sealed. 

Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates* 
with' pleasant fruits ; 

Camphire* with spikenard* 

Spikenard and saffron; 

Calamus and cinnamon* with all trees of 
frankincense; 

Myrrh and aloes* with all the chief spices: 
A fountain of gardens* 

A well of living waters* 

And streams from Lebanon. 

Awake* O north wind ; and come* thou south; 
Blow upon my garden* that the spices thereof 
may flow out. 

Let my beloved come into his garden* 

And eat his pleasant fruits. 

I am come into my garden* my sister* my 
spouse: 

I have gathered my myrrh with my spice; 

I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; 
I have drunk my wine with my milk: 

Eat* O friends; 

Drink* yea* drink abundantly* O beloved. 

A Duet for Lovers 

I sleep* but my heart waketh: 

It is the voice of my beloved that knocketh* 
saying* 

Open to me* my sister* my love* my dove* my 
undefiled: 

For my head is filled with dew* 

And my locks with the drops of the night. 

I have put off my coat; how shall I put it on? 
I have washed my feet; how shall I defile 
them? 

My beloved put in his hand by the hole of 
the door* 

And my bowels were moved for him. 

I rose up to open to my beloved; 

And my hands dropped with myrrh* 

And my fingers with sweet smelling myrrh* 
Upon the handles of the lock. 

I opened to my beloved; 

But my beloved had withdrawn himself* and 
was gone: 

My soul failed when he spake: 

I sought him* but I could not find him; 

I called him* but he gave me no answer. 
The watchmen that went about the city 
found me* 

They smote me* they wounded me; 

The keepers of the walls took away my veil 
from me. 



I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if ye 
hnd my beloved. 

That ye tell him, that I am sick of love. 

What is thy beloved more than another be- 
loved, 

O thou fairest among women? 

What is thy beloved more than another 
beloved. 

That thou dost so charge us? 

My beloved is white and ruddy. 

The chiefest among ten thousand. 

His head is as the most fine gold. 

His locks are bushy, and black as a raven. 
His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers 
of waters. 

Washed with milk, and fitly set. 

His cheeks are as a bed of spices, as sweet 
flowers : 

His lips like lilies, dropping sweet smelling 
myrrh. 

His hands are as gold rings set with the 
beryl: 

His belly is as bright ivory overlaid with 
sapphires. 

His legs are as pillars of marble, set upon 
sockets of fine gold: 

His countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as 
the cedars. 

His mouth is most sweet : yea, he is altogether 
lovely. 

This is my beloved, and this is my friend, 

O daughters of Jerusalem. 

Whither is thy beloved gone, 

0 thou fairest among women? 

Whither is thy beloved turned aside? 

That we may seek him with thee. 

My beloved is gone down into his garden, 
to the beds of spices, 

To feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies. 

1 am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine: 
He feedeth among the lilies. 

Love's Conquest 

Thou art beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah, 
Comely as Jerusalem, 

Terrible as an army with banners. 

Turn away thine eyes from me. 

For they have overcome me: 

Thy hair is as a flock of goats 
That appear from Gilead. 

Thy teeth are as a flock of sheep 
Which go up from the washing. 

Whereof every one beareth twins. 
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And there is not one barren among them. 
As a piece of a pomegranate are thy temples 
Within thy locks. 

There are threescore queens, and fourscore 
concubines. 

And virgins without number. 

My dove, my undefiled is but one; 

She is the only one of her mother. 

She is the choice one of her that bare her. 
The daughters saw her, and blessed her ; 
Yea, the queens and the concubines, and 
they praised her. 

Who is she that looketh forth as the morning. 
Fair as the moon, 

Clear as the sun, 

And terrible as an army with banners? 

I went down into the garden of nuts 
To see the fruits of the valley. 

And to see whether the vine flourished. 

And the pomegranates budded. 

Or ever I was aware, my soul made me 
Like the chariots of Ammi-nadib. 

Return, return, O Shulamite ; 

Return, return, that we may look upon thee. 

What will ye see in the Shulamite? 

As it were the company of two armies. 

The Wedding Dance 

How beautiful are thy feet with shoes, O 
prince’s daughter! 

The joints of thy thighs are like jewels. 

The work of the hands of a cunning work- 
man. 

Thy navel is like a round goblet. 

Which wanteth not liquor: 

Thy belly is like an heap of wheat 
Set about with lilies. 

Thy two breasts are like two young roes 
That are twins. 

Thy neck is as a tower of ivory; 

Thine eyes like the fishpools in Heshbon, by 
the gate of Bath-rabbim: 

Thy nose is as the tower of Lebanon 
Which looketh toward Damascus. 

Thine head upon thee is like Carmel, 

And the hair of thine head like purple; 

The king is held in the galleries. 

How fair and how pleasant art thou, 

0 love, for delights! 

This thy stature is like to a palm tree, 

And thy breasts to clusters of grapes. 

1 said, I will go up to the palm tree, 

I will take hold of the boughs thereof: 
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Now also thy breasts shall be as clusters of 
the vine. 

And the smell of thy nose like apples; 

And the roof of thy mouth like the best wine 
For my beloved, that goeth down sweetly. 
Causing the lips of those that are asleep to 
speak. 

1 am My Beloved's 

I am my beloved’s. 

And his desire is toward me. 

Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the 
field; 

Let us lodge in the villages. 

Let us get up early to the vineyards; 

Let us see if the vine flourish, whether the 
tender grape appear. 

And the pomegranates bud forth: 

There will I give thee my loves. 

The mandrakes give a smell. 

And at our gates are all manner of pleasant 
fruits, new and old. 

Which I have laid up for thee, O my beloved. 

0 that thou wert as my brother. 

That sucked the breasts of my mother! 
When I should find thee without, I would 

kiss thee; 

Yea, I should not be despised. 

1 would lead thee, and bring thee into my 
mother’s house. 

Who would instruct me: 

I would cause thee to drink of spiced wine 
Of the juice of my pomegranate. 

His left hand should be under my head, 
And his right hand should embrace me. 

I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, 
That ye stir not up, nor awake my love, 
Until he please. 

Who is this that cometh up from the wilder- 
ness, 

Leaning upon her beloved? 

I raised thee up under the apple tree: 


There thy mother brought thee forth: 

There she brought thee forth that bare thee. 

Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal 
upon thine arm: 

For love is strong as death; 

Jealousy is cruel as the grave: 

The coals thereof are coals of fire. 

Which hath a most vehement flame. 

Many waters cannot quench love, 

Neither can the floods drown it: 

If a man would give all the substance of his 
house for love. 

It would utterly be contemned. 

Love's Memories 

We have a little sister. 

And she hath no breasts : 

What shall we do for our sister 

In the day when she shall be spoken for? 

If she be a wall. 

We will build upon her a palace of silver: 
And if she be a door. 

We will inclose her with boards of cedar. 

I am a wall, and my breasts like towers: 
Then was I in his eyes as one that found 
favour. 

Solomon had a vineyard at Baal-hamon; 

He let out the vineyard unto keepers; 

Every one for the fruit thereof was to bring 
a thousand pieces of silver. 

My vineyard, which is mine, is before me: 
Thou, O Solomon, must have a thousand. 
And those that keep the fruit thereof two 
hundred. 

Thou that dwellest in the gardens, 

The companions hearken to thy voice: 
Cause me to hear it. 

Make haste, my beloved, 

And be thou like to a roe or to a young hart 
Upon the mountains of spices. 


70 6 



THE BOOKS OF 

THE PROPHETS 

NEWS OF GOD AND WORLD AFFAIRS TO 
LIGHTEN THE DARK PAGES OF HUMAN HISTORY 

BOOKS OF THE BIBLE from ISAIAH to MALACHI 

It is customary to approach the study of the books of the Prophets from the standpoint of 
literature. We approach them from another angle . We believe there is news , urgent and 
vital news for mankind in these sacred writings, and we want to find it. That does not 
mean that we do not value these books as literature, as a unique branch of literature, 
nor that we think lightly of the literary method of studying them. Rather, we have the 
highest appreciation of all that has been done in recent years by Biblical scholars to 
recover the true text, and discover the real meaning of these books of Scripture. But 
now that the pages have been made clearer it is time for us, into whose hands they have 
been placed, to read themfor the news given there. 

We have, in these present times, the rare advantage of an additional aid to our under- 
standing of the prophets’ words. For life, strangely enough, has brought us into a situa- 
tion and experience not unlike that which, in bygone days, faced these men of God, and 
compelled them to speak out boldly. Though centuries separate the two ages of history, 
the problem the prophets had to solve was, in its essential content, similar to that which 
confronts us to-day. When, therefore, we read their words under circumstances that 
resemble the occasion that called them forth, we are in a position to sense readily their 
meaning. It comes to us instantly and significantly as a flash of news. 

It is well to remember that when the messages of these books were first published they 
were issued, not as we have them now in the form of a book of historic, literary documents, 
but as occasional news-sheets, bulletins of urgent and vitally important news. They were 
produced at intervals, at critical moments of history, as penetrating and authoritative 
explanations of what was happening in the world. Men heard them then, and read them 
now, for the information they give, for the disclosures they make, for the news of life and 
God they bring to light. The words ring true, and, like all truth, speak to the soul of man 
with strong conviction, and to all men. Not alone for Israel did these prophets write; 
they are the prophets of God to all mankind . Their news-sheets have been translated 
into every tongue, and are now circulated in every centre of civilization. They are 
revelations for all time, and particularly for times like these, when the world is in a state 
of chaos and confusion. Everywhere to-day there is a hunger for news, for news of life, 
and news of God, but the news men are most eagerly seeking is that which has God’s 
signature on it, God’s purpose and promise in it, God’s power behind it. 

It is from this standpoint that we approach the study of the prophets. Our method, we 
believe, is in keeping with the character of the books themselves. There are, of course, 
passages that cannot be regarded from this angle; but for the moment, with the world in 
dire needfor the news-revelation, we have made this our supreme and single aim, and the 
presentation of it, with directness and truth, our main task. Hence our departure from 
the usual method of study. 'v 



BY ALL MEANS LET US LOOK AT THE WORLD AND 


But let our eyes be clear and penetrating that we may grasp the full significance of the 
living scene. It is not enough to behold the glories of the present world, or gaze in wonder 
at the latest inventions of the mind of man. We must look with prophets ' ’ eyes beneath 
the surface of things, and beyond the events of the moment to the things that are to come . 
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We must give a thought to the things that cere not seen, to the forces that 
are at work in the hearts of men , and the end to which they are working. Above 
all we must ask: Is all well with the world, in the eyes of the Living God? 
Even in the eyes of men, is life to-day what it should be ? 
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I S A II 

NEWS OF GOD FOR TIMES OF CRISIS 

We are living in such times; which means ; there could he no better time for reading the 
book. Experience is a wonderful key to the Scriptures, With it, for instance, we are not 
puzzled by the book’s literary form, by its broken and disjointed passages, its apparent 
inconsistencies, and tangled outbursts of feeling. These things, we know, belong to a crisis. 
They are part of its everyday expression » Similarly , current events enable us to enter 
with understanding into the situation that is here described . Indeed the narrative, to 
our minds, is not merely a page of history but a picture of living experience, with the 
prophet’s words as an urgent message from God to meet it. Let us look then at these 
news-sheets as a revelation from God for times like ours. 


THE ANNOUNCEMENT 

T HE vision of Isaiah the son of 
Amoz, which he saw concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem in the days of 
Uzziah, Jotham* Ahaz* and Heze- 
kiah.3 kings of Judah. 

Hear* O heavens* and give ear* O earth: 
for the Lord hath spoken* I have nourished 
and brought up children* and they have 
rebelled against me. The ox knoweth his 
owner* and the ass his master’s crib : but 
Israel doth not know* my people doth not 
consider. Ah sinful nation* a people laden 
with iniquity* a seed of evildoers* children 
that are corrupters: they have forsaken the 
Lord* they have provoked the Holy One 1 
of Israel unto anger* they are gone away 
backward. Why should ye be stricken any 
more? ye will revolt more and more: the 
whole head is sick* and the whole heart faint. 
From the sole of the foot even unto the 
head there is no soundness in it; but wounds* 
and bruises* and putrifying sores : they have 
not been closed* neither bound up* neither 
mollified with ointment. Your country is 
desolate, your cities are burned with fire: 
your land, strangers devour it in your 
presence, and it is desolate* as overthrown 
by strangers. And the daughter of Zion is 
left as a cottage in a vineyard* as a lodge in a 
garden of cucumbers* as a besieged city. 
Except the Lord of hosts had left unto us 


Isaiah 1 , 1-31 

a very small remnant* we should have been 
as Sodom* and we should have been like 
unto Gomorrah. 

Hear the word of the Lord* ye rulers of 
Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God* 
ye people of Gomorrah. To what purpose 
is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? 
saith the Lord: I am full of the burnt offer- 
ings of rams* and the fat of fed beasts ; and I 
delight not in the blood of bullocks* dr of 
lambs* or of he goats. When ye come to 
appear before me* who hath required this 
at your hand* to tread my courts? Bring no 
more vain oblations; incense is an abomina- 
tion unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, 
the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; 
it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your 
new moons and your appointed feasts my 
soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I 
am weary to bear them. And when ye spread 
forth your hands* I will hide mine eyes from 
you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will 
not hear: your hands are full of blood. Wash 
you* make you clean; put away the evil of 
your doings from before mine eyes; cease to 
do evil; leam to do well; seek judgment, 
relieve the oppressed,, judge the fatherless, 
plead for the widow. 

Come now* and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord: though your sins be as 
scarlet* they shall be as white as snow ; though 


1 The name Isaiah uses for God— the Holy One — is of his own coining. It is diffi c ult to grasp all that the 
name means* but the Prophet from whose lips it fell had seen the Lord* and in the work of his life we may get 
a glint of its meaning. His all-consuming desire was to lift the thoughts of his people to a more exalted con- 
ception of God* and to a nobler and more spiritual response to His Will. In trying to understand the meaning 
of ‘holiness’ we find it an aid to start with the thought of moral majesty. 
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they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool. If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall 
eat the good of the land : but if ye refuse and 
rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: 
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 

How is the faithful city become an harlot! 
it was full of judgment; righteousness lodged 
in it; but now murderers. Thy silver is 
become dross, thy wine mixed with water: 
thy princes are rebellious, and companions 
of thieves : every one loveth gifts, and follow- 
ed! after rewards: they judge not the father- 
less, neither doth the cause of the widow 
come' unto them. 

Therefore saith the Lord, the Lord of 
hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, I will 
ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge me 
of mine enemies: and I will turn my hand 


ISAIAH 2, 7 

upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, 
and take away all thy tin; and I will restore 
thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors 
as at the beginning: afterward thou shalt 
be called. The city of righteousness, the 
faithful city. Zion shall be redeemed with 
judgment, and her converts with righteous- 
ness. And the destruction of the transgres- 
sors and of the sinners shall be together, 
and they that forsake the Lord shall be 
consumed. For they shall be ashamed of the 
oaks which ye have desired, and ye shall be 
confounded for the gardens that ye have 
chosen. For ye shall be as an oak whose 
leaf fadeth, and as a garden that hath no 
water. And the strong shall be as tow, and the 
maker of it as a spark, and they shall both 
bum together, and none shall quench them. 


BEFORE THE GREAT CRISIS 

NEWS-REVELATIONS OF HUMAN LIFE AND HISTORY 


ISAIAH CHAPTERS 2, i— 12, 6 

All history is in His hands, says Isaiah, whether we live in times of peace or war; and all 
history is directed by His Holy Will to the creation of a holy people. That is why the 
first of these news-revelations is a picture, a magnificent poster-picture, of the divine 
event to which all creation moves, and why it is followed by other pictures, no less striking, 
of men and women who have set their own selfish ambitions above the purpose of God. 


The Purpose of God 

THE word 1 that Isaiah the son of Amoz 
saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

And it shall come to pass in the last days, 
that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall 
be established in the top of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the hills; and 
all nations shall flow unto it. And many 
people shall go and say. Come ye, and let us 
go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
house of the God of Jacob ; and he will teach 
us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths : 
for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And he 
shall judge among the nations, and shall 


rebuke many people: and they shall beat 
their swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruninghooks : nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more. 

Man's Own Schemes 

O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us 
walk in the light of the Lord. Therefore 
thou hast forsaken thy people the house of 
Jacob, because they be replenished from the 
east, and are soothsayers like the Philistines, 
and they please themselves in the children 
of strangers. Their land also is full of silver 
and gold, neither is there any end of their 
L A'#;;./-' ■''' V-,\: ; A'/ 'T 


1 Whether all the words of this book are by Isaiah is-a. question the scholars must decide. Similarly, the 
problems connected with the Messianic passages are matters for the larger commentaries to discuss. Our task 
is to present the message of the book as a revelation for to-day, and for this purpose we may be permitted to 
refer to chapters 1-39 as, in the main, Isaiah’s work. For the same reason we may perhaps speak of the 
Prophet’s utterances as news-sheets, since there is some probability that the prophet’s words were written down 
by one or more of his disciples, and issued from time to time as occasion required. 


ISAIAH 2, 7 

treasures; their land is also Mi of horses* 
neither is there any end of their chariots: 
their land also is Ml of idols; they worship 
the work of their own hands* that which 
their own fingers have made: and the mean 
man boweth down* and the great man hum- 
bleth himself: therefore forgive them not. 
Enter into the rock* and hide thee in the 
dust* for fear of the Lord* and for the glory 
of his majesty. The lofty looks of man shall 
be humbled* and the haughtiness of men 
shall be bowed down* and the Lord alone 
shall be exalted in that day. 

For the day of the Lord of hosts shall be 
upon every one that is proud and lofty* and 
upon every one that is lifted up ; and he shall 
be brought low: and upon all the cedars of 
Lebanon* that are high and lifted up* and 
upon all the oaks of Bashan* and upon all 
the high mountains* and upon all the hills 
that are lifted up* and upon every high 


tower* and upon every fenced wall* and upon 
all the ships of Tarshish* and upon all 
pleasant pictures. And the loftiness of man 
shall be bowed down* and the haughtiness 
of men shall be made low: and the Lord 
alone shall be exalted in that day. And the 
idols he shall utterly abolish. And they shall 
go into the holes of the rocks* and into the 
caves of the earth* for fear of the Lord* and 
for the glory of his majesty* when he ariseth 
to shake terribly the earth. In that day a 
man shall cast his idols of silver* and his 
idols of gold* which they made each one for 
himself to worship* to the moles and to the 
bats; to go into the clefts of the rocks* and 
into the tops of the ragged rocks* for fear of 
the Lord* and for the glory of his majesty* 
when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. 
Cease ye from man* whose breath is in his 
nostrils: for wherein is he to be accounted 
of? 


NEWS-REVELATIONS OF LIFE Isaiah 3, i-4, i 

In these two pictures the real truth of human nature, its vanity and selfishness, is 
placarded before our eyes . The first shows a group of important city men, leaders of the 
people, counsellors, public officials, and experts; the second a group of fashionable, well- 
dressed women. But what the prophet sees and draws in each picture is the Sovereign 
Ruler, God, demanding, 'What mean ye that ye break my people in pieces?' 


Mighty Men 

FOR* behold* the Lord* the Lord of hosts* 
doth take away from Jerusalem and from 
Judah the stay and the staff* the whole stay 
of bread* and the whole stay of water* the 
mighty man* and the man of war* the judge* 
and the prophet* and the prudent* and the 
ancient* the captain of fifty* and the honour- 
able man* and the counsellor* and the cun- 
ning artificer* and the eloquent orator. And 
I will give children to be their princes* and 
babes shall rule over them. And the people 
shall be oppressed* every one by another* 
and every one by his neighbour: the child 
shall behave himself proudly against the 
ancient* and the base against the honourable. 
When a man shall take hold of his brother of 
the house of his father* saying, Thou hast 
clothing* be thou our ruler* and let this ruin 
be under thy hand: in that day shall he 
swear* saying* I will not be an healer; for in 
my house is neither bread nor clothing: 
make me not a ruler of the people. For 


Jerusalem is ruined* and Judah is fallen: 
because their tongue and their doings are 
against the Lord* to provoke the eyes of his 
glory. The shew of their countenance doth 
.witness against them; and they declare their 
sin as Sodom* they hide it not. Woe unto 
their soul! for they have rewarded evil unto 
themselves. Say ye to the righteous* that it 
shall be well with him: for they shall eat the 
fruit of their doings. Woe unto the wicked! 
it shall be ill with him: for the reward of his 
hands shall be given him. As for my people* 
children are their oppressors* and women 
rule over them. O my people* they which 
lead thee cause thee to err* and destroy the 
way of thy paths. The Lord standeth up to 
plead, and standeth to judge the people. 
The Lord will enter into judgment with 
the ancients of his people* and the princes 
thereof: for ye have eaten up the vineyard; 
the spoil of the poor is in your houses. What 
mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces* 
and grind the faces of the poor? saith the 
Lord God of hosts. 
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Fashionable Women 

Moreover the Lord saith* Because the 
daughters of Zion are haughty* and walk 
with stretched forth necks and wanton eyes* 
walking and mincing as they go* and making 
a tinkling with their feet: therefore the Lord 
will smite with a- scab the crown of the head 
of the daughters of Zion* and the Lord will 
discover their secret parts. In that day the 
Lord will take away the bravery of their 
tinkling ornaments about their feet* and 
their cauls* and their round tires like the 
moon* the chains* and the bracelets* and the 
mufflers* the bonnets* and the ornaments of 
the legs* and the headbands* and the tablets* 
and the earrings* the rings* and nose jewels* 
the changeable suits of apparel* and the 
mantles* and the wimples* and the crisping 
pins* the glasses* and the fine linen* and the 
hoods* and the vails. And it shall come to 
pass* that instead of sweet smell there shall 
be stink; and instead of a girdle a rent; and 
instead of well set hair baldness; and in- 
stead of a stomacher a girding of sackcloth; 
and burning instead of beauty. Thy men 
shall fall by the sword* and thy mighty in the 
war. And her gates shall lament and mourn; 
and she being desolate shall sit upon the 
ground. And in that day seven women shall 
take hold of one man* saying* We will eat 
our own bread* and wear our own apparel : 


THE WORLD’S NEWS-STORY 


ISAIAH 5, 7 

only let us be called by thy name* to take 
away our reproach. 

THE GREAT NEWS-WORD Isa. 4, 2-6 

Holiness, says the prophet freedom from im - 
perfection, impurity * infirmity, and sin— is the 
keyword of existence, and the word of revela- 
tion for the true world-order. Through life and 
history the Holy God is creating a holy people. 

In that day shall the branch of the Lord 
be beautiful and glorious* and the fruit of 
the earth shall be excellent and comely for 
them that are escaped of Israel. And it shall 
come to pass* that he that is left in Zion* and 
he that remaineth in Jerusalem* shall be 
called holy* even every one that is written 
among the living in Jerusalem: when the 
Lord shall have washed away the filth of the 
daughters of Zion* and shall have purged 
the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof 
by the spirit of judgment* and by the spirit 
of burning. And the Lord will create upon 
every dwelling place of mount Zion* and 
upon her assemblies* a cloud and smoke by 
day* and the shining of a flaming fire by 
night: for upon all the glory shall be a 
defence. And there shall be a tabernacle for 
a shadow in the daytime from the heat* and 
for a place of refuge* and, for a covert from 
storm and from rain. 


Isaiah 5, 1-30 


It is not difficult to see the news-story of every nation under the sun in this lively tale, 
which we may believe the prophet told at a vintage festival. But here it is not given from 
the angle that the fortune-seekers, revellers, and evil-doers usually tell it, lauding their 
exploits. This is God’s news-sheet, and the story is given as He sees it, with His applica- 
tion of it. 


NOW will I sing to my wellbeloved a song 
of my beloved touching his vineyard. My 
wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruit- 
ful hill: and he fenced it* and gathered out 
the stones thereof* and planted it with the 
choicest vine* and built a tower in the midst 
of it* and also made a winepress therein: 
and he looked that it should bring forth 
grapes* and it brought forth wild grapes. 

And now* O inhabitants of Jerusalem* and 
men of Judah* judge* I pray you* betwixt me 
and my vineyard. What could have been 
done more to my vineyard* that I have not 
done in it? wherefore* when I looked that 


it should bring forth grapes* brought it forth 
wild grapes? And now go to; I will tell 
you what I will do to my vineyard: I will 
take away the hedge thereof* and it shall be 
eaten up; and break down the wall thereof, 
and it shall be trodden down: and I will lay 
it waste: it shall not be pruned* nor digged; 
but there shall come up briers and thorns: 
I will also command the clouds that they 
rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of the 
Lord of hosts is the house of Israel* and 
the men of Judah his pleasant plant: and he 
looked for judgment* but behold oppression* 
for righteousness, but behold a cry* 
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ISAIAH 5, 8 

Woe unto them that join house to house* 
that lay field to field* till there be no place* 
that , they may be placed alone in the midst 
of the earth! In mine ears said the Lord of 
hosts* Of a truth many houses shall be 
desolate* even great and fair* without in- 
habitant. Yea* ten acres of vineyard shall 
yield one bath* and the seed of an homer 
shall yield an ephah. Woe unto them that 
rise up early in the morning* that they may 
follow strong drink ; that continue until night* 
till wine inflame them! And the harp* and 
the viol* the tabret* and pipe, and wine* are 
in their feasts: but they regard not the work 
of the Lord* neither consider the operation 
of his hands. 

Therefore my people are gone into cap- 
tivity* because they have no knowledge: and 
their honourable men are famished* and 
their multitude dried up with thirst. There- 
fore hell hath enlarged herself* and opened 
her mouth without measure: and their glory, 
and their multitude* and their pomp* and he 
that rejoiceth* shall descend into it. And 
the mean man shall be brought down* and 
the mighty man shall be humbled* and the 
eyes of the lofty shall be humbled: but the 
Lord of hosts shall be exalted in judgment* 
and God that is holy shall be sanctified in 
righteousness. Then shall the lambs feed 
after their manner* and the waste places of 
the fat ones shall strangers eat. ^ 

Woe unto them that draw iniquity with 
cords of vanity* and sin as it were with a 
cart rope: that say* Let him make speed* and 
hasten his work* that we may see it: and let 
the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw 
nigh and come* that we may know it! Woe 
unto them that call evil good* and good evil; 
that put darkness for light* and light for 
darkness; that put bitter for sweet* and sweet 
for bitter! Woe unto them that are wise in 
their own eyes* and prudent in their own 
sight! Woe unto them that are mighty to 
drink wine* and men of strength to mingle 
strong drink: which justify the wicked for 
reward* and take away the righteousness of 
the righteous from him! 

Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble* 
and the flame consumeth the chaff* so their 
root shall be as rottenness* and their blossom 
shall go up as dust: because they have cast 
away the law of the Lord of hosts* and 
despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. 
Therefore is the anger of the Lord kindled 
against his people* and he hath stretched 


forth his hand against them* and hath smitten 
them: and the hills did tremble* and their 
carcases were torn in the midst of the streets. 
For all this his anger is not turned away* but 
Ms hand is stretched out still. 

And he will lift up an ensign to the nations 
from far* and will hiss unto them from the 
end of the earth: and* behold* they shall come 
with speed swiftly: none shall be weary nor 
stumble among them; none shall slumber 
nor sleep ; neither shall the girdle of their 
loins be loosed* nor the latchet of their shoes 
be broken: whose arrows are sharp* and all 
their bows bent, their horses’ hoofs shall be 
counted like flint* and their wheels like a 
whirlwind: their roaring shall be like a lion, 
they shall roar like young lions: yea* they 
shall roar* and lay hold of the prey* and shall 
carry it away safe* and none shall deliver it. 
And in that day they shall roar against them 
like the roaring of the sea: and if one look 
unto the land* behold darkness and sorrow* 
and the light is darkened in the heavens 
thereof. 

GOD’S MESSENGER Isa. 6, 1-13 

I have seen, says Isaiah, the true God in His 
true glory * the Sovereign Lord of heaven and 
earth, the only God, high and greatandglorious. 
In His presence a dreadful sense of sin came 
over me * and when I remembered my people, as 
I stood before Him, I realized they too were, 
in His sight, unholy — too unholy to understand 
or perceive what it means to be holy. Yet, tell 
them I must, this news of God, the new glory 
I have seen, for there is no glory so glorious as 
that of holiness. 

In the year that king Uzziah died I saw 
also the Lord sitting upon a throne* high 
and lifted up* and Ms train filled the temple. 
Above it stood the seraphims: each one had 
six wings ; with twain he covered Ms face* and 
with twain he covered Ms feet* and with 
twain he did fly. And one cried unto another* 
and said* Holy* holy* holy* is the Lord of 
hosts: the whole earth is full of Ms glory. 
And the posts of the door moved at the voice 
of Mm that cried* and the house was filled 
with smoke* Then said I* Woe is me! for I 
am undone; because I am a man of unclean 
lips* and I dwell in the midst of a people 
of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the 
King* the Lord of hosts. 

Then flew one of the serapMms unto me* 
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having a Jive coal in his hand, which he had 
taken with the tongs from off the altar: and 
he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this 
hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is 
taken away, and thy sin purged. Also 1 
heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us? Then 
said. I, Here am I; send me. And he said. 
Go, and tell this people. Hear ye indeed, 
but understand not; and see ye indeed, but 
perceive not. Make the heart of this people 
fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut 
their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and 


ISAIAH 7 * 17 

hear with their ears, and understand with 
their heart, and convert, and be healed. 
Then said I, Lord, how long? And he 
answered. Until the cities be wasted without 
inhabitant, and the houses without man, and 
the land be utterly desolate, and the Lord 
have removed men far away, and there be 
a great forsaking in the midst of the land. 
But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall 
return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and 
as an oak, whose substance is in them, when 
they cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall 
be the substance thereof. 


UNWANTED NEWS Isaiah 7 , 1-8, 15 

Times are grave . The armies of Israel and Syria are marching towards Jerusalem . 
The king is inspecting the city’s water-supply , vital in time of war , The Prophet , taking 
with him his son, goes along the highway to give Ahaz an assurance from God , and learns 
that it is not wanted . The king has more confidence in the armies of Assyria, and has, 
doubtless, already entered into an alliance with that mighty empire . 


A Time of Crisis 

AND it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the 
son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of 
Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria, and 
Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, 
went up toward Jerusalem to war against it, 
but could not prevail against it. And it was 
told the house of David, saying, Syria is con- 
federate with Ephraim. And his heart was 
moved, and the heart of his people, as the 
trees of the wood are moved with the wind. 


A Personal Sign 

Then said the Lord unto Isaiah, Go forth 
now to meet Ahaz, thou, and Shear-jashub 
thy son, at the end of the conduit of the 
upper pool in the highway of the fuller’s 
field; and say unto him. Take heed, and be 
quiet; fear not, neither be fainthearted for 
the two tails of these smoking firebrands, for 
the fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and 
of the son of Remaliah Because Syria, 
Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have 
taken evil counsel against thee, saying, Let 
us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us 
make a breach therein for us, and set a king 


in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal : 
thus saith the Lord God, It shall not stand, 
neither shall it come to pass. For the head 
of Syria is Damascus, and the head of 
Damascus is Rezin; and within threescore 
and five years shall Ephraim be broken, that 
it be not a people. And the head of Ephraim 
is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is 
Remaliah’s son. If ye will not believe, surely 
ye shall not be established. 

Moreover the Lord spake again unto Ahaz, 
saying. Ask thee a sign of the Lord thy God ; 
ask it either in the depth, or in the height 
above. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither 
will I tempt the Lord. And he said, Hear 
ye now, O house of David; Is it a small thing 
for you to weary men, but will ye weary my 
God also? Therefore the Lord himself shall 
give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall con- 
ceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel. 1 Butter and honey shall he eat, 
that he may know to refuse the evil, and 
choose the good. For before the child shall 
know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, 
the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken 
of both her kings. The Lord shall bring 
upon thee, and upon thy people, and upon 
thy father’s house, days that have not come. 


1 In the naming of a child that will be bom when Jerusalem has been delivered, the king will be given 
a living sign of the fact that he has, by his alliance, doubted and denied. For the discussion of the interpretation 
of this passage, and of the names the Prophet gave to his sons, see the standard commentaries. 
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from the day that Ephraim departed from 
Judah; even the king of Assyria. 

And it shall come to pass in that day* that 
the Lord shall hiss for the fly that is in the 
uttermost part of the rivers of Egypt, and for 
the bee that is in the land of Assyria. And 
they shall come, and shall rest all of them in 
the desolate valleys, and in the holes of the 
rocks, and upon all -thorns, and upon all 
bushes. 

In the same day shall the Lord shave with 
a razor that is hired, namely, by them beyond 
the river, by the king of Assyria, the head, 
and the hair of the feet : and it shall also con- 
sume the beard. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
a man shall nourish a young cow, and two 
sheep; and it shall come to pass, for the 
abundance of milk that they shall give he 
shall eat butter: for butter and honey shall 
every one eat that is left in the land. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
every place shall be, where there were a 
thousand vines at a thousand silverlings, it 
shall even be for briers and thorns. With 
arrows and with bows shall men come 
thither; because all the land shall become 
briers and thorns. And on all hills that shall 
be digged with the mattock, there shall not 
come thither the fear of briers and thorns: 
but it shall be for the sending forth of oxen, 
and for the treading of lesser cattle. 

A Public Appeal 

Moreover the Lord said unto me. Take 
thee a great roll, and write in it with a 
man’s pen concerning Maher-shalal-hash- 
baz. And I took unto me faithful witnesses 
to record, Uriah the priest, and Zechariah 
the son of Jeberechiah. And I went unto 
the prophetess; and she conceived, and bare 
a son. Then said the Lord to me. Call his 
name Maher-shalal-hash-baz. For before 
the child shall have knowledge to cry, My 
father, and my mother, the riches of Damas- 
cus and the spoil of Samaria shall be taken 
away before the king of Assyria. 

The Lord spake also unto me again, say- 
ing, Forasmuch as this people refuseth the 
waters of Shiloah 1 that go softly, and rejoice 
in Rezin and Remaliah’s son; now therefore, 
behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them the 
waters of the river, strong and many, even 


the king of Assyria, and. all his glory: and he 
shall come up over all his channels,' and go 
over all his banks : and he shall pass through 
Judah; he shall overflow and go over, he 
shall reach even to the neck; and the stretch- 
ing out of his wings shall fill the breadth of 
thy land, O Immanuel 

Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye 
shall be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye 
of far countries : gird yourselves, and ye shall 
be broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and ye 
shall be broken in pieces. Take counsel 
together, and it shall come to nought; speak 
the word, and it shall not stand: for God Is 
with us. For the Lord spake thus to me 
with a strong hand, and instructed me that I 
should not walk in the way of this people, 
saying. Say ye not, A confederacy, to all 
them to whom this people shall say, A con- 
federacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be 
afraid. Sanctify the Lord of hosts himself; 
and let him be your fear, and let him be your 
dread. And he shall be for a sanctuary; but 
for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of 
offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin 
and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem. And many among them shall stumble, 
and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and 
be taken. 

THE FAITHFUL Isa. 8, 16—9, 7 

All the people were not unbelieving . There 
were afaithful few gathered round the prophet. 
On these disciples or pupils he set his hope> and 
imparted to them his message . This inner circle 
of believers — called the Remnant — marks anew 
and important stage of religious development. 
From it grew the idea of the Church as a body 
of believers. 

Bind up the testimony, seal the law among 
my disciples. And I will wait upon the 
Lord, that hideth his face from the house of 
Jacob, and I will look for him. Behold, I 
and the children whom the Lord hath given 
me are for signs and for wonders in Israel 
from the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth in 
mount Zion. 

And when they shall say unto you. Seek 
unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto 
wizards that peep, and that mutter: should 
not a people seek unto their God? for the 
living to the dead? To the law and to the 


1 Shiloah was a gently flowing, underground stream that served the city, and a fitting symbol of the 
invisible spiritual ministries of God. In Luke 13, 4 and John 9, 7 it is called Siloam. 
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testimony: if they speak not according to this 
word* it is because there is no light in them. 
And they shall pass through it, hardly bestead 
and hungry: and it shall come to pass, that 
when they shall foe hungry, they shall fret 
themselves, and curse their king and their 
God, and look upward. And they shall look 
unto the earth; and behold trouble and dark- 
ness, dimness of anguish; and they shall be 
driven to darkness. 

Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such 
as was in her vexation, when at the first he 
lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali, and afterward did more 
grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, 
beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations. 
The people that walked in darkness have 
seen a great light: they that dwell in the 
land of the shadow of death, upon them hath 
the light shined. Thou hast multiplied the 
nation, and not increased the joy: they joy 
before thee according to the joy in harvest, 
and as men rejoice when they divide the 
spoil. For thou hast broken the yoke of his 
burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod 
of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 
For every battle of the warrior is with con- 
fused noise, and garments rolled in blood; 
but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire. 
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
is given: and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 1 
Of the increase of his government and peace 
there shall be no end, upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, to order 
it, and to establish it with judgment and 
with justice from henceforth even for ever. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform 
this. 


THE WICKED Isa. 9, 8—10 , 4 

Only a man who was certain that God was over 
all and that righteousness was y above all else , 
the sceptre of His rule could write like this on 
world affairs. 

The Lord sent a word into Jacob, and it 
hath lighted upon Israel. And all the people 
shall know, even Ephraim and the inhabitant 
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of Samaria, that say in the pride and stout- 
ness of heart, the bricks are fallen down, 
but we will build with hewn stones: the 
sycomores are cut down, but we will change 
them into cedars. Therefore the Lord shall 
set up the adversaries of Rezin against him, 
and join his enemies together; the Syrians 
before, and the Philistines behind; and they 
shall devour Israel with open mouth. For 
all this his anger is not turned away, but hds 
hand is stretched out still. 

For the people turneth not unto him that 
smiteth them, neither do they seek the Lord 
of hosts. Therefore the Lord will cut off 
from Israel head and tail, branch and rush, 
in one day. The ancient and honourable, he 
is the head; and the prophet that teacheth 
lies, he is the tail. For the leaders of this 
people cause them to err; and they that 
are led of them are destroyed. Therefore 
the Lord shall have no joy in their young 
men, neither shall have mercy on their 
fatherless and widows: for every one is an 
hypocrite and an evildoer, and every mouth 
speaketh folly. For all this his anger is not 
turned away, but his hand is stretched out 
still. 

For wickedness bumeth as the fire: it shall 
devour the briers and thorns, and shall 
kindle in the thickets of the forest, and they 
shall mount up like the lifting up of smoke. 
Through the wrath of the Lord of hosts is 
the land darkened, and the people shall be as 
the fuel of the fire: no man shall spare his 
brother. And he shall snatch on the right 
hand, and be hungry; and he shall eat on the 
left hand, and they shall not be satisfied: 
they shall eat every man the flesh of his own 
arm: Manasseh, Ephraim; and Ephraim, 
Manas s eh: and they together shall be against 
Judah. For all this his anger is not turned 
away, but his hand is stretched out still. 

Woe unto them that decree unrighteous 
decrees, and that write grievousness which 
they have prescribed j to turn aside the needy 
from judgment, and to take away the right 
from the poor of my people, that .widows 
may be their prey, and that they may rob 
the fatherless! And what will ye do in the 
day of visitation, and in the desolation which 
shall come from far? to whom will ye flee 
for help ? and where will ye leave your glory? 


1 If we pass over these remarkable passages of prophecy without special comment it is not because we 
undervalue them, but because we consider them to be too important, and also too complicated, to be dealt with 
satisfactorily in a footnote. Nevertheless, in our study of the message of the book, for it is the book as a whole 
we are endeavouring to present, full weight has been given to these passages. 


ISAIAH 10, 4 

Without me they shall bow down under the For all this his anger is not turned away, but 
prisoners, and they shall fall under the slain* Ms hand is stretched out still* 


ALL HISTORY IS IN HIS HANDS Isaiah 10, 5—12, 6 

All nations are the instruments of His purpose. What a noble conception of history! 
Even Assyria has a mission to fulfil) a place in the heavenly scheme of things. It may 
have been that of sweeping away the false gods 3 and showing the sole sovereignty of 
Jehovah 3 as indeed it did. But the Assyrians did not so view their task. They were a 
proud and haughty people . , with an ambition to dominate the earth. Their early successes 
made them arrogant and tyrannical until in the end : \ recognizing no difference between 
Jehovah and other gods, they massed their armies to overthrow Him and His people. 
Their defeat was the vindication of the Prophet s faith in God as the controller of history. 
But we are anticipating the story of later chapters) and before we reach them we must) 
following the guidance of the book , compare the wonderful purpose of God for all man- 
kind with the aims and methods of this audacious nation . 


0 ASSYRIAN, the rod of mine anger, and 
the staff in their hand is mine indignation. 

1 will send him against an hypocritical 
nation, and against the people of my wrath 
will I give him a charge, to take the spoil, 
and to take the prey, and to tread them down 
like the mire of the streets. Howbeit he 
meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think 
so; but it is in his heart to destroy and cut 
off nations not a few. For he saith. Are not 
my princes altogether kings? Is not Calno 
as Carchemish? is not Hamath as Arpad? 
is not Samaria as Damascus? As my hand 
hath found the kingdoms of the idols, and 
whose graven images did excel them of Jeru- 
salem and of Samaria; shall I not, as I have 
done unto Samaria and her idols, so do to 
Jerusalem and her idols? 

Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when 
the Lord hath performed Ms whole work 
upon mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will 
punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king 
of Assyria, and the glory of Ms Mgh looks. 
For he saith, 1 By the strength of my hand I 
have done it, and by my wisdom; for I am 
prudent: and I have removed the bounds of 
the people, and have robbed their treasures, 
and I have put down the inhabitants like 
a valiant man: and my hand hath found 
as a nest the riches of the people: and 
as one gathereth eggs that are left, have I 
gathered all the earth; and there was none 
that moved the wing, or opened the mouth, 
or peeped. 


Shall the axe boast itself against Mm that 
heweth therewith? or shall the saw magnify 
itself against Mm that shaketh it? as if the 
rod should shake itself against them that lift 
it up, or as if the staff should lift up itself, as 
if it were no wood. Therefore shall the Lord, 
the Lord of hosts, send among Ms fat ones 
leanness; and under Ms glory he shall kindle 
a burning like the burmng of a fire. And the 
light of Israel shall be for a fire, and Ms Holy 
One for a flame : and it shall burn and devour 
Ms thorns and Ms briers in one day; and shall 
consume the glory of Ms forest, and of Ms 
fruitful field, both soul and body: and they 
shall be as when a standardbearer fainteth. 
And the rest of the trees of Ms forest shall 
be few, that a cMld may write them. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
the remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped 
of the house of Jacob, shall no more again 
stay upon Mm that smote them; but shall 
stay upon the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, 
in truth. The remnant shall return, even the 
remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God. For 
though thy people Israel be as the sand of the 
sea, yet a remnant of them shall return: the 
consumption decreed shall overflow with 
righteousness. For the Lord God of hosts 
shall make a consumption, even determined, 
in the midst of all the land. ' 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God of 
hosts, O my people that dwellest in Zion, 
be not afraid of the Assyrian: he shall smite 
thee with a rod, and shall lift up Ms staff 


1 How aptly the boast describes the acts of modern aggression. 
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TO PEACEFUL PEOPLE COMES DISTURBING NEWS 


The Bible story has a modem flavour. Jerusalem hears news of ruthless aggression by the 
armies of a mighty military power that has suddenly begun to threaten the existence of 
smaller states. In these pages Assyria is on the march, with its well-disciplined troops, 
and its proud boast of invincible might. 

against thee, after the manner of Egypt. For Ramah is afraid; Gibeah of Saul is fled, 
yet a very little while, and the indignation Lift up thy voice, O daughter of Gallim: 
shall cease, and mine anger in their destruc- cause it to be heard unto Laish, O poor 
tion. And the Lord of hosts shall stir up a Anathoth. Madmenah is removed; the in- 
scourge for him according to the slaughter habitants of Gebim gather themselves to flee, 
of Midian at the rock of Oreb : and as his rod As yet shall he remain at Nob that day; 
was upon the sea, so shall he lift it up after he shall shake his hand against the mount 
the manner of Egypt. And it shall come to of the daughter of Zion, the hill of Jeru- 
pass in that day, that his burden shall be salem. 

taken away from off thy shoulder, and his Behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts, shall 
yoke from off thy neck, and the yoke shall lop the bough with terror: and the high ones 
be destroyed because of the anointing. of stature shall be hewn down, and the 

He is come to Aiath, he is passed to haughty shall be humbled. And he shall 
Migron; at Michmash he hath laid up his cut down the thickets of the forest with 
carriages: they are gone over the passage: iron, and Lebanon shall fall by a mighty 
they have taken up their lodging at Geba; one. 
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UNDER GOD’S RULE Isa. 11, i— 12, 6 

There will be righteousness and peace ; a great 
re-union of God’s people , and an end to all the 
forces that oppose His with 

And there shall come forth a rod out of 
the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow 
out of his roots: 1 and the spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear * 
of the Lord ; and shall make him of quick 
understanding in the Lear of the Lord : and 
he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, 
neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: 
but with righteousness shall he judge the 
poor, and reprove with equity for the meek 
of the earth: and he shall smite the earth 
with the rod of his mouth, and with the 
breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. 
And righteousness shall be the girdle of his 
loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
and the calf and the young lion and the 
fading together; and a little child shall lead 
them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; 
their young ones shall lie down together: 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And 
the sucking child shall play on the hole of 
the asp, and the weaned child shall put his 
hand on the cockatrice’ den. They shall not 
hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 

And in that day there shall be a root of 
Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the 
people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his 
rest shall be glorious* 

God's People 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
the Lord shall set his hand again the second 
time to recover the remnant of his people. 


which shall be left, from Assyria, and from 
Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, 
and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from 
Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. 
And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, 
and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and 
gather together the dispersed of Judah from 
the four corners of the earth. The envy 
also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adver- 
saries of Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim 
shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not 
vex Ephraim. But they shall fly upon the 
shoulders of the Philistines toward the west; 
they shall spoil them of the east together: 
they shall lay their hand upon Edom and 
Moab; and the children of Ammon shall 
obey them. And the Lord shall utterly 
destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea; and 
with his mighty wind shall he shake his hand 
over the river, and shall smite it in the seven 
streams, and make men go over dryshod. 
And there shall be an highway for the rem- 
nant of his people, which shall be left, from 
Assyria; like as it was to Israel in the day 
that he came up out of the land of Egypt. 

Songs of Thanksgiving 

And in that day thou shalt say, O Lord, 
I will praise thee: though thou wast angry 
with me, thine anger is turned away, and 
thou comfortedst me. Behold, God is my 
salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: 
for the Lord JEHOVAH is my strength and 
my song; he also is become my salvation. 
Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out 
of the wells of salvation. And in that day 
shall ye say. Praise the Lord, call upon his 
name, declare his doings among the people, 
make mention that his name is exalted. Sing 
unto the Lord; for he hath done excellent 
things: this is known in all the earth. Cry 
out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for 
great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst 
oftltee* 


1 For our attitude to these Messianic passages see p. 717, fn. 1. We might, however, suggest that a very 
profitable line of approach, for those who wish to make a special study of the subject, is that which traces, 
through all literatures, the evolution of the Messianic Idea. 
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WORLD AFFAIRS 

A PROPHET SURVEYS THE MAKERS OF HISTORY 

ISAIAH CHAPTERS 13, i— 23, 18 

The best way of reading the following chapters for their presents practical value is to 
look at them as a series of pictures not all by the same hands wor belonging to one and the 
same period^ but all brought together because they combine to give a particular outlook on 
world affairs . They are a representative collection: views of empires, nations, cities, and 
individuals that in Bible times played their part in the making of history, but drawn so 
that we can see them in their true character. 


Babylon 

THE burden of Babylon , 1 which Isaiah the 
son of Amoz did see. 

Lift ye up a banner upon the high moun- 
tain, exalt the voice unto them, shake the 
hand, that they may go into the gates of the 
nobles. I have commanded my sanctified 
ones, I have also called my mighty ones for 
mine anger, even them that rejoice in my 
highness. The noise of a multitude in the 
mountains, like as of a great people; a 
tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations 
gathered together: the Lord of hosts mus- 
tereth the host of the battle. They come 
from a far country, from the end of heaven, 
even the Lord, and the weapons of his 
indignation, to destroy the whole land. 

Howl ye; for the day of the Lord is at 
hand; it shall come as a destruction from 
the Almighty. Therefore shall all hands be 
faint, and every man's heart shall melt: and 
they shall be afraid: pangs and sorrows shall 
take hold of them; they shall be in pain as a 
woman that travaileth: they shall be amazed 
one at another; their faces shall be as flames. 
Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, cruel 
both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the 
land desolate: and he shall destroy the sin- 
ners thereof out of it. For the stars of heaven 
and the constellations thereof shall not give 
their light: the sun shall be darkened in his 
going forth, and the moon shall not cause her 
light to shine. And I will punish the world 
for their evil, and the wicked for their 
iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of 
the proud to cease, and will lay low the 
haughtiness of the terrible. I will make a 
man more precious than fine gold; even a 


man than the golden wedge of Ophir. There- 
fore I will shake the heavens, and the earth 
shall remove out of her place, in the wrath 
of the Lord of hosts, and in the day of his 
fierce anger. And it shall be as the chased 
roe, and as a sheep that no man taketh up: 
they shall every man turn to his own people, 
and flee every one into his own land. Every 
one that is found shall be thrust through; 
and every one that is joined unto them shall 
fall by the sword. Their children also shall 
be dashed to pieces before their eyes ; their 
houses shall be spoiled, and their wives 
ravished. 

Behold, I will stir up the Medes against 
them, which shall not regard silver; and 
as for gold, they shall not delight in it. Their 
bows also shall dash the young men to pieces ; 
and they shall have no pity on the fruit of 
the womb ; their eye shall not spare children. 
And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the 
beauty of the Chaldees’ excellency, shall be 
as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomor- 
rah. It shall never be inhabited, neither 
shall it be dwelt in from generation to 
generation: neither shall the Arabian pitch 
tent there; neither shall the shepherds make 
their fold there. But wild beasts of the 
desert shall lie there; and their houses shall 
be full of doleful creatures; and owls shall 
dwell there, and 11 satyrs shall dance there. 
And the wild beasts of the islands shall 
cry in their desolate houses, and dragons 
in their pleasant palaces: and her time is 
near to come, and her days shall not be pro- 
longed. 

For the Lord will have mercy on Jacob, 
and will yet choose Israel, and set them in 
their own land: and the strangers shall be 


1 Babylon in Isaiah’s lifetime was not the great empire of Jeremiah’s day. 
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joined with them* and they shall cleave to 
the house of Jacob. And the people shall 
take them, and bring them to their place: 
and the house of Israel shall possess them in 
the land of the Lord for servants and hand- 
maids: and they shall take them captives, 
whose captives they were; and they shall rule 
over their oppressors. 

And it shall come to pass in the day that 
the Lord shall give thee rest from thy sorrow, 
and from thy fear, and from the hard 
bondage wherein thou wast made to serve, 
that thou shalt take up this proverb against 
the king of Babylon, and say, How hath the 
oppressor ceased! the golden city ceased! 
The Lord hath broken the staff of the 
wicked, and the sceptre of the rulers. He 
who smote the people in wrath with a con- 
tinual stroke, he that ruled the nations in 
anger, is persecuted, and none hindereth. 
The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet : they 
break forth into singing. Yea, the fir trees 
rejoice at thee, and the cedars of Lebanon, 
saying. Since thou art laid down, no feller 
is come, up against us. Hell from beneath 
is moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming: 
it stirreth up the dead for thee, even all the 
chief ones of the earth; it hath raised up 
from their thrones all the kings of the nations. 
All they shall speak and say unto thee. Art 
thou also become weak as we? art thou be- 
come like unto us? Thy pomp is brought 
down to the grave, and the noise of thy viols : 
the worm is spread under thee, and the 
worms cover thee. 

How art thou fallen from heaven, O 
Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou 
cut down to the ground, which didst weaken 
the nations! For thou hast said in thine 
heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt 
my throne above the stars of God: I will 
sit also upon the mount of the congregation, 
in the sides of the north: I will ascend above 
the heights of the clouds; I will be like the 
most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down 
to hell, to the sides of the pit. They that see 
thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and con- 
sider thee, saying. Is this the man that made 
the earth to tremble, that did shake king- 
doms; that made the world as a wilderness, 
and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened 
not the house of his prisoners ? All the kings 
of the nations, even all of them, lie in glory, 
every one in his own house. But thou art 
cast out of thy grave like an abominable 
branch, and as the raiment of those that are 


slain, thrust through with a sword, that 
go down to the stones of the pit; as a car- 
case trodden under feet. Thou shalt not be 
joined with them in burial, because thou 
hast destroyed thy land, and slain thy 
people: the seed of evildoers shall never 
be renowned. 

Prepare slaughter for his children for the 
iniquity of their fathers; that they do not 
rise, nor possess the land, nor fill the face 
of the world with cities. For I will rise up 
against them, saith the Lord of hosts, and 
cut off from Babylon the name, and remnant, 
and son, and nephew, saith the Lord. I will 
also make it a possession for the bittern, and 
pools of water: and I will sweep it with the 
besom of destruction, saith the Lord of 
hosts. 

Assyria 

The Lord of hosts hath sworn, saying. 
Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to 
pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it 
stand: that I will break the Assyrian in my 
land, and upon my mountains tread him 
under foot: then shall his yoke depart from 
off them, and his burden depart from off 
their shoulders. This is the purpose that is 
purposed upon the whole earth: and this is 
the hand that is stretched out upon all the 
nations. For the Lord of hosts hath pur- 
posed, and who shall disannul it? and his 
hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it 
back? 

Palestina 

In the year that king Ahaz died was this 
burden. 

Rejoice not thou, whole Palestina, because 
the rod of him that smote thee is broken: 
for out of the serpent’s root shall come forth 
a cockatrice, and his fruit shall be a fiery 
flying serpent. And the firstborn of the poor 
shall feed, and the needy shall lie down in 
safety: and I will kill thy root with famine, 
and he shall slay thy remnant. Howl, O gate ; 
cry, O city; thou, whole Palestina, art dis- 
solved: for there shall come from the north 
a smoke, and none shall be alone in his 
appointed times. 

What shall one then answer the messengers 
of the nation? That the Lord hath founded 
Zion, and the poor of his people shall trust 
in it. 
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Modb 

The burden of Moab. 

Because In the night Ar of Moab is laid 
waste., and brought to silence; because in 
the night Kir of Moab is laid waste* and 
brought to silence; he is gone up to Bajith* 
and to Dibon* the high places* to weeps 
Moab shall howl over Nebo* and over 
Medeba: on all their heads shall be baldness* 
and every beard cut off. In their streets they 
shall gird themselves with sackcloth: on the 
tops of their houses* and in their streets* 
every one shall howl* weeping abundantly. 
And Heshbon shall cry* and Elealeh: their 
voice shall be heard even unto Jahaz: there- 
fore the armed soldiers of Moab. shall cry 
out; his life shall be grievous unto him. My 
heart shall cry out for Moab; his fugitives 
shall flee unto Zoar* an heifer of three years 
old : for by the mounting up of Luhith with 
weeping shall they go it up; for in the way 
of Horonaim they shall raise up a cry of 
destruction. For the waters of Nimrim shall 
be desolate: for the hay is withered away* the 
grass faileth* there is no green thing. There- 
fore the abundance they have gotten* and 
that which they have laid up* shall they carry 
away to the brook of the willows. For the 
cry is gone round about the borders of Moab ; 
the howling thereof unto Eglaim* and the 
howling thereof unto Beer-elim. For the 
waters of Dimon shall be full of blood: for I 
will bring more upon Dimon* lions upon him 
that escapeth of Moab* and upon the rem- 
nant of the land. 

Send ye the lamb to the ruler of the land 
from Sela to the wilderness* unto the mount 
of the daughter of Zion. For it shall be* that* 
as a wandering bird cast out of the nest* so 
the daughters of Moab shall be at the fords 
of Amon. Take counsel* execute judgment; 
make thy shadow as the night in the midst 
of the noonday; hide the outcasts; bewray 
not him that wandereth. Let mine outcasts 
dwell with thee* Moab; be thou a covert 
to them from the face of the spoiler: for the 
extortioner is at an end* the spoiler ceaseth* 
the oppressors are consumed out of the 
land. And in mercy shall the throne be 
established: and he shall sit upon it in truth 
in the tabernacle of David* judging* and 
seeking judgment* and hasting righteous- 
ness. • ■ 
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We have heard of the pride of Moab; he 
is very proud: even of his haughtiness* and 
his pride* and his wrath: but his lies shall not 
be so. Therefore shall Moab howl for Moab* 
every one shall howl: for the foundations of 
Kir-hareseth shall ye mourn; surely they are 
stricken. For the fields of Heshbon lan- 
guish* and the vine of Sibmah: the.lords of 
the heathen have broken down the principal 
plants thereof* they are come even unto 
Jazer* they wandered through the wilder- 
ness: her branches are stretched out* they 
are gone over the sea. Therefore I will be- 
wail with the weeping of Jazer the vine of 
Sibmah: I will water thee with my tears* O 
Heshbon* and Elealeh: for the shouting for 
thy summer fruits and for thy harvest is 
fallen. And gladness is taken away* and joy 
out of the plentiful held; and in the vine- 
yards there shall be no singing* neither shall 
there be shouting: the treaders shall tread 
out no wine in their presses; I have made 
their vintage shouting to cease. Wherefore 
my bowels shall sound like an harp for Moab* 
and mine inward parts for Kir-haresh. And 
it shall come to pass* when it is seen that 
Moab is weary on the high place* that he 
shall come to his sanctuary to pray; but he 
shall not prevail. 

This is the word that the Lord hath spoken 
concerning Moab since that time. But now 
the Lord hath spoken* saying, Within three 
years* as the years of an hireling* and the 
glory of Moab shall be contemned* with all 
that great multitude; and the remnant shall 
be very small and feeble. 

Damascus 

The burden of Damascus. 1 

Behold* Damascus is taken away from 
being a city* and it shall be a ruinous heap. 
The cities of Aroer are forsaken: they shall 
be for flocks* which shall lie down* and none 
shall make them afraid. The fortress also 
shall cease from Ephraim* and the kingdom 
from Damascus* and the remnant of Syria: 
they shall be as the glory of the children of 
Israel* saith the Lord of hosts. 

And in that day it shall come to pass* that 
the glory of Jacob shall be made thin, and the 
fatness of Ms flesh shall wax lean. And it 
shall be as when the harvestman gathereth 
the com* and reapeth the ears with his arm; 


1 Although Damascus provides the title for this passage it should foe observed that the words refer more 
particularly to Israel or Ephraim. Damascus was its bulwark against Assyria. 
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and it shall be as he that gathereth ears in 
the valley of Rephaim. Yet gleaning grapes 
shall be left in it* as the shaking of an olive 
tree* two or three berries in the top of the 
uppermost bough* four or five in the outmost 
fruitful branches thereof, saith the Lord 
God of Israel, At that day shall a man look 
to his Maker* and his eyes shall have respect 
to the Holy One of Israel. And he shall not 
look to the altars* the work of his hands* 
neither shall respect that which his fingers 
have made* either the groves* or the images. 
In that day shall his strong cities be as a for- 
saken bough* and an uppermost branch* 
which they left because of the children of 
Israel: and there shall be desolation. Be- 
cause thou hast forgotten the God of thy 
salvation* and hast not been mindful of the 
rock of thy strength* therefore shalt thou 
plant pleasant plants* and shalt set it with 
strange,, slips: in the day shalt thou make 
thy plant to grow* and in the morning shalt 
thou make thy seed to flourish: but the har- 
vest shall be a heap in the day of grief and of 
desperate sorrow. 


and dwellers on the earth* see ye* when he 
lifteth up an ensign on the mountains; and 
when he bloweth a trumpet* hear ye. 

For so the Lord said unto me* I will take 
my rest* and I will consider in my dwelling 
place like a clear heat upon herbs* and like 
a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest. For 
afore the harvest* when the bud is perfect* 
and the sour grape is ripening in the flower* 
he shall both cut off the sprigs with pruning 
hooks* and take away and cut down the 
branches. They shall be left together unto 
the fowls of the mountains* and to the beasts 
of the earth: and the fowls shall summer 
upon them* and all the beasts of the earth 
shall winter upon them. In that time shall 
the present be brought unto the Lord of 
hosts of a people scattered and peeled* and 
from a people terrible from their beginning 
hitherto; a nation meted out and trodden 
■under foot* whose land the rivers have 
spoiled* to the place of the name of the Lord 
of hosts* the mount Zion. 

Egypt 


Assyria 

Woe to the multitude of many people* 
which make a noise like the noise of the seas; 
and to the rushing of nations* that make a 
rushing like the rushing of mighty waters! 
The nations shall rush like the rushing of 
many waters: but God shall rebuke them* 
and they shall flee far off* and shall be chased 
as the chaff of the mountains before the 
wind* and like a rolling thing before the whirl- 
wind. And behold at eveningtide trouble; 
and before the morning he is not. This is 
the portion of them that spoil us* and the 
lot of them that rob us. 


Ethiopian Ambassadors 

Woe to the land shadowing with wings* 
which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia: that 
sendeth ambassadors 1 by the sea* even in 
vessels of bulrushes upon the waters* saying. 
Go* ye swift messengers* to a nation scattered 
and peeled* to a people terrible from their 
beginning hitherto; a nation meted out and 
trodden down* whose land the rivers have 
spoiled! All ye inhabitants of the world* 


The burden of Egypt. 

Behold* the Lord rideth upon a swift 
cloud* and shall come into Egypt: and the 
idols of Egypt shall be moved at his presence* 
and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the 
midst of it. And I will set the Egyptians 
against the Egyptians: and they shall fight 
every one against his brother* and every 
one against his neighbour; city against city* 
and kingdom against kingdom. And the 
spirit of Egypt shall fail in the midst thereof; 
and I will destroy the counsel thereof: and 
they shall seek to the idols* and to the 
charmers* and to them that have familiar 
spirits* and to the wizards. And the Egyp- 
tians will I give over into the hand of a cruel 
lord; and a fierce king shall rule over them* 
saith the Lord* the Lord of hosts. 

And the waters shall fail from the sea* and 
the river shall be wasted and dried up. And 
they shall turn the rivers far away; and the 
brooks of defence shall be emptied and dried 
up: the reeds and flags shall wither. The 
paper reeds by the brooks* by the mouth of 
the brooks* and every thing sown by the 
brooks* shall wither* be driven away* and be 
no more. The fishers also shall mourn* and 
all they that cast angle into the brooks shall 


1 Apparently refers to the men sent by the king of Ethiopia to urge Judah to revolt against Assyria* a policy 
which Isaiah at that time fiercely opposed. 
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lament, and they that spread nets upon the 
waters shall languish. Moreover they that 
work in fine flax, and they that weave net- 
works, shall be confounded. And they shall 
be broken in the purposes thereof, all that 
make sluices and ponds for fish. 

Surely the princes of Zoan are fools, the 
counsel of the wise counsellors of Pharaoh 
is become brutish: how say ye unto Pharaoh, 
I am the son of the wise, the son of ancient 
kings? Where are they? where are thy wise 
men? and let them tell thee now, and let 
them know what the Lord of hosts hath 
purposed upon Egypt. The princes of Zoan 
are become fools, the princes of Noph are 
deceived; they have also seduced Egypt, 
even they that are the stay of the tribes 
thereof. The Lord hath mingled a perverse 
spirit in the midst thereof: and they have 
caused Egypt to err in every work thereof, 
as a drunken man staggereth in his vomit. 
Neither shall there be any work for Egypt, 
which the head or tail, branch or rush, 
may do. 

In that day shall Egypt be like unto women : 
and it shall be afraid and fear because of the 
shaking of the hand of the Lord of hosts, 
which he shaketh over it. And the land of 
Judah shall be a terror unto Egypt, every 
one that maketh mention thereof shall be 
afraid in himself, because of the counsel of 
the Lord of hosts, which he hath determined 
against it. 

In that day shall five cities in the land of 
Egypt speak the language of Canaan, and 
swear to the Lord of hosts; one shall be 
called. The city of destruction. 

In that day shall there be an altar to the 
Lord In the midst of the land of Egypt, 1 and 
a pillar at the border thereof to the Lord. 
And it shall be for a sign and for a witness 
unto the Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt: 
for they shall cry unto the Lord because of 
the oppressors, and he shall send them a 
saviour, and a great one, and he shall deliver 
them. And the Lord shall be known to 
Egypt, and the Egyptians shall know the 
Lord in that day, and shall do sacrifice and 
oblation; yea, they shall vow a vow unto the 
Lord, and perform it. And the Lord shall 
smite Egypt: he shall smite and heal it: and 
they shall return even to the Lord, and he 


ISAIAH 21, 3 

shall be intreated of them, and shall heal 
them. 

In that day shall there be a highway out of 
Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian shall 
come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into 
Assyria, and the Egyptians shall serve with 
the Assyrians, 

In that day shall Israel be the third with 
Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing in 
the midst of the land : whom the Lord of hosts 
shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my 
people, and Assyria the work of my hands, 
and Israel mine inheritance. 

Isaiah 

In the year that Tartan came unto Ashdod, 
(when S argon the king of Assyria sent him,) 
and fought against Ashdod, and took it; at 
the same time spake the Lord by Isaiah the 
son of Amoz, saying, Go and loose the sack- 
cloth from off thy loins, and put off thy shoe 
from thy foot. And he did so, walking naked 2 
and barefoot. And the Lord said. Like as 
my servant Isaiah hath walked naked and 
barefoot three years for a sign and wonder 
upon Egypt and upon Ethiopia; so shall the 
king of Assyria lead away the Egyptians 
prisoners, and the Ethiopians captives, young 
and old, naked and barefoot, even with their 
buttocks uncovered, to the shame of Egypt. 
And they shall be afraid and ashamed of 
Ethiopia their expectation, and of Egypt 
their glory. And the inhabitant of this isle 
shall say in that day. Behold, such is our 
expectation, whither we flee for help to be 
delivered from the king of Assyria: and how 
shall we escape? 

Babylon 

The burden of the desert of the sea. 

As whirlwinds in the south pass through; 
so it cometh from the desert, from a terrible 
land. A grievous vision is declared unto me; 
the treacherous dealer dealeth treacherously, 
and the spoiler spoileth. Go up, O Elam: 
besiege, O Media; all the sighing thereof 
have I made to cease. Therefore are my 
loins filled with pain: pangs have taken hold 
upon me, as the pangs of a woman that 
travaileth: I was bowed down at the hearing 


1 Dark and heavy are the shadows that He on Egypt and Assyria, but the prophet sees for them a ray of hope, 
which we cannot pass without noting. 

2 Lacking his outer garment, as if he were a captive, to show that captivity would come to his people if they 
reHed on Egypt to deliver them from Assyria. 
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of it; I was dismayed at the seeing of it. My 
heart panted, fearfulness affrighted me: the 
night of my pleasure hath he turned into 
fear unto me. Prepare the table* watch in 
the watchtower, eat, drink: arise, ye princes, 
and anoint the shield. For thus hath the 
Lord said unto me. Go, set a watchman, let 
Mm declare what he seeth. And he saw a 
chariot with a couple of horsemen, a chariot 
of asses, and a chariot of camels; and he 
hearkened diligently with much heed: and 
he cried, A lion: My lord, I stand continually 
upon the watchtower in the daytime, and I 
am set in my ward whole nights : and, behold, 
here cometh a chariot of men, with a couple 
of horsemen. And he answered and said, 
Babylon is fallen, is fallen; and all the graven 
images of her gods he hath broken unto the 
ground. 

O my threshing, and the corn of my floor: 
that which I have heard of the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel, have I declared unto you. 

Edom 

The burden of Dumah. 

He calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman, 
what of the night? Watchman, what of the 
night? The watchman said. The morning 
cometh, and also the night: if ye will enquire, 
enquire ye: return, come. 

Arabia 

The burden upon Arabia. 

In the forest in Arabia shall ye lodge, O ye 
travelling companies of Dedanim. The in- 
habitants of the land of Tema brought water 
to him that was tMrsty, they prevented with 
their bread him that fled. For they fled from 
the swords, from the drawn sword, and from 
the bent bow, and from the grievousness of 
war. For thus hath the Lord said unto me. 
Within a year, according to the years of an 
Mreling, and all the glory of Kedar shall 
fail : and the residue of the number of archers, 
the mighty men of the cMldren of Kedar, 
shall be diminished: for the Lord God of 
Israel hath spoken it. 

Jerusalem 

The burden of the valley of vision. 

What aileth thee now, that thou art wholly 


gone up to the housetops ? Thou that art full 
of stirs, a tumultuous city, a joyous city: thy 
slain men are not slain with the sword, nor 
dead in battle. All thy rulers are fled to- 
gether, they are bound by the archers: all 
that are found in thee are bound together, 
which have fled from far. Therefore said I, 
Look away from me; I will weep bitterly, 
labour not to comfort me, because of the 
spoiling of the daughter of my people. 

For it is a day of trouble, and of treading 
down, and of perplexity by the Lord God 
of hosts in the valley of vision, breaking 
down the walls, and of crying to the moun- 
tains. And Elam bare the quiver with chariots 
of men and horsemen, and Kir uncovered 
the shield. And it shall come to pass, that 
thy choicest valleys shall be full of chariots, 
and the horsemen shall set themselves in 
array at the gate. And he discovered the 
covering of Judah, and thou didst look in 
that day to the armour of the house of the 
forest. Ye have seen also the breaches of the 
city of David, that they are many: and ye 
gathered together the waters of the lower 
pool. And ye have numbered the houses of 
Jerusalem, and the houses have ye broken 
down to fortify the wall. Ye made also a 
ditch between the two walls for the water of 
the old pool: but ye have not looked unto 
the maker thereof, neither had respect unto 
him that fasMoned it long ago. 

And in that day did the Lord God of hosts 
call to weeping, and to mourning, and to 
baldness, and to girding with sackcloth: and 
behold joy and gladness , 1 slaying oxen, and 
killing sheep, eating flesh, and drinking wine : 
let us eat and drink; for to morrow we shall 
die. And it was revealed in mine ears by 
the Lord of hosts. Surely this iniquity shall 
not be purged from you till ye die, saith the 
Lord God of hosts. 

Shebna and Eliakim 

Thus saith the Lord God of hosts, Go, 
get thee unto this treasurer, even unto Sheb- 
na, which is over the house, and say. What 
hast thou here? and whom hast thou here, 
that thou hast hewed thee out a sepulchre 
here, as he that heweth him out a sepulchre 
on high, and that graveth an habitation for 
himself in a rock? Behold, the Lord will 


1 The citizens make merry on a day that calls for lamentation. It has been suggested that the occasion was 
the withdrawal^ the first and temporary withdrawal, of the Assyrian troops from the siege of the city, on the 
payment of heavy tribute by die king. 
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carry thee away with a mighty captivity, and concerning Egypt, so shall they be sorely 
will surely cover thee. He will surely vio- pained at the report of Tyre. Pass ye over to 
lently turn and toss thee like a ball into a TarsMsh; howl, ye inhabitants of the isle. Is 
large country: there shalt thou die, and there this your joyous city, whose antiquity is of 
the chariots of thy glory shall be the shame of ancient days? her own feet shall carry her 
thy lord’s house. And I will drive thee from afar off to sojourn. 

thy station, and from thy state shall he puli Who hath taken this co un sel against Tyre, 
thee down. And it shall come to pass in that the crowning city, whose merchants are 
day, that I will call my servant Eliakim 1 the princes, whose traffickers are the honourable 
son of Hilkiah: and I will clothe him with of the earth? The Lord of hosts hath pur* 
thy robe, and strengthen him with thy girdle, posed it, to stain the pride of all glory, and 
and I will commit thy government into Ms to bring into contempt., ail the honourable of 
hand: and he shall be a father to the in- the earth. Pass through thy land as a river, 
habitants of Jerusalem, and to the house of O daughter of TarsMsh: there is no more 
Judah. And the key of the house of David strength. He stretched out Ms hand over the 
will I lay upon Ms shoulder; so he shall open, sea, he shook the kingdoms : the Lord hath 
and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and given a commandment against the merchant 
none shall open. And I will fasten him as city, to destroy the strong holds thereof. And 
a nail in a sure place; and he shall be for a he said. Thou shalt no more rejoice, O thou 
glorious throne to Ms father’s house. And oppressed virgin, daughter of Zidon: arise, 
they shall hang upon him all the glory of Ms pass over to CMttim; there also shalt thou 
father’s house, the offspring and the issue, have no rest. 

all vessels of small quantity, from the vessels Behold the land of the Chaldeans; this 

of cups, even to all the vessels of flagons, people was not, till the Assyrian founded it 
In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, shall the for them that dwell in the wilderness : they 
nail that is fastened in the sure place be set up the towers thereof, they raised up the 
removed, and be cut down, and fall; and the palaces thereof; and he brought it to ruin, 
burden that was upon it shall be cut off: for Howl, ye sMps of TarsMsh : for your strength 

the Lord hath spoken it. is laid waste. And it shall come to pass in 

that day, that Tyre shall be forgotten seventy 
Y years, according to the days of one king : after 

y the end of seventy years shall Tyre sing as 

The burden of Tyre . 2 an harlot. Take an harp, go about the city. 

Howl, ye sMps of TarsMsh; for it is laid thou harlot that hast been forgotten; make 
waste, so that there is no house, no entering sweet melody, sing many songs, that thou 
in: from the land of CMttim it is revealed to mayest be remembered. And it shall come 
them. Be still, ye inhabitants of the isle; to pass after the end of seventy years, that 
thou whom the merchants of Zidon, that the Lord will visit Tyre, and she shall turn 
pass over the sea, have replemshed. And by to her Mre, and shall commit fornication with 
great waters the seed of Sihor, the harvest of all the kingdoms of the world upon the face 

the river, is her revenue; and she is a mart of the earth. And her merchandise and her 

of nations. Be thou ashamed, O Zidon: for Mre shall be holiness to the Lord: it shall 
the sea hath spoken, even the strength of not be treasured nor laid up; for her mer- 
the sea, saying, I travail not, nor bring forth chandise shall be for them that dwell before 
cMldren, neither do I nourish up young the Lord, to eat sufficiently, and for durable 
men, nor bring up virgins. As at the report clotMng. 

1 We are given in this paragraph a description of two men who in turn held the high position of chief officer 
to the palace. One, Shebna, a foreign adventurer of excessive vanity; the other Eliakim, a man of solid, 
stable character, like a strong nail in a sure place — until, adds a later writer, it is brought down by the number 
of unworthy people that cling to it. 

2 Tyre, in Phoenicia, the market of the nations; a proud and prosperous mercantile city. 
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THE GREAT MAKER OF HISTORY IS GOD 


Isaiah 24, i — 27 , 13 

The Master Mind? and the Master Hand, the Author and Perfecter of Creation 's story, 
is God . He it is who has made the nations > and who is now , by His righteous will and 
rule, fashioning their destinies ; scattering the darkness that holds back the day of Glory 
for mankind , and clearing by destruction the evil things that hold up humanity's onward 
march . 


Behold the Lord's Work 

BEHOLD, the Lord maketh the earth empty, 
and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside 
down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants 
thereof. And it shall be, as with the peo- 
ple, so with the priest ; as with the servant, 
so with his master; as with the maid, so 
with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with 
the seller; as with the lender, so with the 
borrower; as with the taker of usury, so with 
the giver of usury to him. The land shall be 
utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the 
Lord hath spoken this word. The earth 
mourneth and fadeth away, the world lan- 
guished! and fadeth away, the haughty people 
of the earth do languish. The earth also is 
defiled under the inhabitants thereof ; because 
they have transgressed the laws, changed the 
ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. 
Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, 
and they that dwell therein are desolate: 
therefore the inhabitants of the earth are 
burned, and few men left. The new wine 
mourneth, the vine languished!, all the 
merryhearted do sigh. The mirth of tabrets 
ceaseth, the noise of them that rejoice endeth, 
the joy of the harp ceaseth. They shall not 
drink wine with a song; strong drink shall 
be bitter to them that drink it. The city of 
confusion is broken down: every house is 
shut up, that no man may come in. There 
is a crying for wine in the streets; all joy is 
darkened, the mirth of the land is gone. In 
the city is left desolation, and the gate is 
smitten with destruction. When thus it shall 
be in the midst of the land among the people, 
there shall be as the shaking of an olive tree, 
and as the gleaning grapes when the vintage 
is done. 

They shall lift up their voice, they shall 
sing for the majesty of the Lord, they shall 
cry aloud from the sea. Wherefore glorify 
ye the Lord in the fires, even the name of 
the Lord God of Israel in the isles of the 
sea. From the uttermost part of the earth 
have we heard songs, even glory to the 
righteous. 


But I said. My leanness, my leanness, woe 
unto me! the treacherous dealers have dealt 
treacherously; yea, the treacherous dealers 
have dealt very treacherously. Fear, and the 
pit, and the snare, are upon thee, O in- 
habitant of the earth. And it shall come to 
pass, that he who fleeth from the noise of the 
fear shall fall into the pit ; and he that cometh 
up out of the midst of the pit shall be taken 
in the snare: for the windows from on high 
are open, and the foundations of the earth 
do shake. The earth is utterly broken down, 
the earth is clean dissolved, the earth is 
moved exceedingly. The earth shall reel to 
and fro like a drunkard, and shall be removed 
like a cottage; and the transgression thereof 
shall be heavy upon it; and it shall fall, and 
not rise again. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
the Lord shall punish the host of the high 
ones that are on high, and the kings of the 
earth upon the earth. And they shall be 
gathered together, as prisoners are gathered 
in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison, 
and after many days shall they be visited. 
Then the moon shall be confounded, and the 
sun ashamed, when the Lord of hosts shall 
reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and 
before his ancients gloriously. 

A Song of Praise 

O Lord, thou art my God; I will exalt 
thee, I will praise thy name; for thou hast 
done wonderful things; thy counsels of old 
are faithfulness and truth. For thou hast 
made of a city an heap ; of a defenced city a 
ruin: a palace of strangers to be no city; it 
shall never be built. Therefore shall the 
strong people glorify thee, the city of the 
terrible nations shall fear thee. For thou hast 
been a strength to the poor, a strength to the 
needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, 
a shadow from the heat, when the blast of 
the terrible ones is as a storm against 
the wall. Thou shalt bring down the noise 
of strangers, as the heat in a dry place; even 
the heat with the shadow of a cloud: the 
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branch of the terrible ones shall be brought 
low. 

Death Destroyed 

And in this mountain shall the Lord of 
hosts make unto all people a feast of fat 
things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat 
things Ml of marrow, of wines on the lees 
well refined. And he will destroy in this 
mountain the face of the covering cast over 
all people, and the vail that is spread over all 
nations. He will swallow up death in victory; 
and the Lord God will wipe away tears from 
off all faces; and the rebuke of his people 
shall he take away from off all the earth: for 
the Lord hath spoken it. 

And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this 
is our God; we have waited for him, and 
he will save us: this is the Lord; we have 
waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice 
in his salvation. For in this mountain shall 
the hand of the Lord rest, and Moab shall 
be trodden down under hini, even as straw is 
trodden down for the dunghill. And he shall 
spread forth his hands in the midst of them, 
as he that swimmeth spreadeth forth his 
hands to swim : and he shall bring down their 
pride together with the spoils of their hands. 
And the fortress of the high fort of thy walls 
shall he bring down, lay low, and bring to 
the ground, even to the dust. 

Complete Salvation 

In that day shall this song be sung in the 
land of Judah; We have a strong city; salva- 
tion will God appoint for walls and bul- 
warks. Open ye the gates; that the righteous 
nation which keepeth the truth may enter 
in. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on thee: because he 
trusteth in thee. Trust ye in the Lord for 
ever: for in the Lord JEHOVAH is ever- 
lasting strength: for he bringeth down them 
that dwell on high; the lofty city, he layeth 
it low; he layeth it low, even to the ground; 
he bringeth it even to the dust. The foot 
shall tread it down, even the feet of the poor, 
and the steps of the needy. The way of the 
just is uprightness: thou, most upright, dost 
weigh the path of the just. 

Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Lord, 
have we waited for thee; the desire of our 

1 One of the most important references i 
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soul is to thy name, and to the remem- 
brance of thee. With my soul have I desired 
thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within 
me will I seek thee early: for when thy judg- 
ments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
world will learn righteousness. Let favour 
be shewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn 
righteousness ; in the land of uprightness will 
he deal unjustly, and will not behold the 
majesty of the Lord. 


God's Dominion 

Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they 
will not see: but they shall see, and be 
ashamed for their envy at the people; yea, 
the fire of thine enemies shall devour them. 
Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us : for thou 
also hast wrought all our works in us. 0 
Lord our God, other lords beside thee have 
had dominion over us : but by thee only will 
we make mention of thy name. They are 
dead, they shall not live ; they are deceased, 
they shall not rise : therefore hast thou visited 
and destroyed them, and made all their 
memory to perish. Thou hast increased the 
nation, O Lord, thou hast increased the 
nation : thou art glorified : thou hadst removed 
it far unto all the ends of the earth. 

Lord, in trouble have they visited thee, 
they poured out a prayer when thy chasten- 
ing was upon them. Like as a woman with 
child, that draweth near the time of her 
delivery, is in pain, and crieth out in her 

. pangs ; so have we been in thy sight, O Lord. 
We have been with child, we have been in 
pain, we have as it were brought forth wind; 
we have not wrought any deliverance in the 
earth; neither have the inhabitants of the 
world fallen. Thy dead men shall live, 1 
together with my dead body shall they arise. 
Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for 
thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth 
shall cast out the dead. 

Come, my people, enter thou into thy 
chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: 
hide thyself as it were for a little moment, 
until the indignation be overpast. For, be- 
hold, the Lord cometh out of his place to 
punish the inhabitants of the earth for their 
iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her 
blood, and shall no more cover her slain. 

In that day the Lord with his sore and 
great and strong sword shall punish leviathan 

n the Old Testament to the Resurrection. 
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the piercing serpent, even leviathan that 
crooked serpent} and he shall slay the dragon 
that is in the sea. 

In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard 
of red wine. I the Lord do keep it; I will 
water it every moment: lest any hurt it, I 
will keep it night and day. Fury is not in me : 
who would set the briers and thorns against 
me in battle? I would go through them, I 
would bum them together. Or let him take 
hold of my strength, that he may make peace 
with me} and he shall make peace with me. 
He shall cause them that come of Jacob to 
take root: Israel shall blossom and bud, and 
fill the face of the world with fruit. 

Hath he smitten him, as he smote those 
that smote him? or is he slain according to 
the slaughter of them that are slain by him? 
In measure, when it shooteth forth, thou 
wilt debate with it: he stayeth his rough 
wind in the day of the east wind. By this 
therefore shall the iniquity of Jacob be 
purged; and this is all the fruit to take away 
his sin; when he maketh all the stones of the 


altar as chalkstones that are beaten in sunder, 
the groves and images shall not stand up. 
Yet the defenced city shall be desolate, and 
the habitation forsaken, and left like a wilder- 
ness : there shall the calf feed, and there shall 
he lie down, and consume the branches 
thereof. When the boughs thereof are 
withered, they shall be broken off: the 
women come, and set them on fire: for it 
is a people of no understanding: therefore 
he that made them will not have mercy on 
them, and he that formed them will shew 
them no favour. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
the Lord shall beat off from the channel of 
the river unto the stream of Egypt, and ye 
shall be gathered one by one, O ye children 
of Israel. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
the great trumpet shall be blown, and they 
shall come which were ready to perish in the 
land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land 
of Egypt, and shall worship the Lord in the 
holy mount at Jerusalem, 


DURING THE CRISIS 


THE WAYS OF MEN IN THE EYES OF GOD 


ISAIAH CHAPTERS 28, i— 35, xo 

Once more we are on solid ground; in city streets with people who have an urgent problem 
to solve . The cloud of glory which a few moments ago enveloped its, as we stood with 
the prophet on the peak of revelation looking down on the mysterious waters of the stream 
of time in the light of heaven, has gone. We are left to turn our minds, with the memory 
of the vision, to the immediate problems of actual existence. In this case it is a city that 
has become involved in an international crisis. 


W OE to the crown of pride, to the 
drunkards of Ephraim, 1 whose 
glorious beauty is a fading flower, 
which are on the head of the fat 
valleys of them that are overcome with wine! 
Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong 
one, which as a tempest of hail and a destroy- 
ing storm, as a flood of mighty waters over- 
flowing, shall cast down to the earth with the 
hand. The crown of pride, the drunkards 
of Ephraim, shall be trodden under feet : and 
the glorious beauty, which is on the head 
of the fat valley, shall be a fading flower, and 
as the hasty fruit before the summer; which 

1 This earlier prophecy of the doom of Israel, 


when he that looketh upon it seeth, while it 
is yet in his hand he eateth it up. In that 
day shall the Lord of hosts be for a crown 
of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto 
the residue of his people, and for a spirit of 
judgment to him that sitteth in judgment, 
and for strength to them that turn the battle 
to the gate. 

Conditions in Jerusalem 

But they also have erred through wine, 
and through strong drink are out of the way; 
the priest and the prophet have erred through 
now fulfilled, ought to be a warning to Judah. 
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OUR OWN CITIES BECOME INVOLVED IN A CRISIS 


Before the outbreak of war we passed through days not unlike those which appear 
at this stage of the narrative . The citizens of Jerusalem, alarmed at the conquests 
of the Assyrian aggressor, prepare for war. Some of them press for an alliance 
with another great power . Isaiah boldly declares how God views the situation . 


strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine, 
they are out of the way through strong drink ; 
they err in vision, they stumble in judgment. 
For all tables are full of vomit and filthiness, 
so that there is no place clean. 

Whom shall he teach knowledge? and 
whom shall he make to understand doctrine ? 
them that are weaned from the milk, and 
drawn from the breasts. For precept must 
be upon precept, precept upon precept ; line 
upon line, line upon line; here a little, and 
there a little: for with stammering lips and 
another tongue will he speak to this people. 
To whom he said. This is the rest where- 
with ye may cause the weary to rest; and this 
is the refreshing: yet they would not hear. 


But the word of the Lord was unto them 
precept upon precept, precept upon precept; 
line upon line, line upon line; here a little, 
and there a little ; that they might go, and fall 
backward, and be broken, and snared, and 
taken. 

Wherefore hear the word of the Lord, ye 
scornful men, that rule this people which is 
in Jerusalem. Because ye have said. We have 
made a covenant with death, and with hell 
are we at agreement; when the overflowing 
scourge shall pass through, it shall not come 
unto us: for we have made lies our refuge, 
and under falsehood have we hid ourselves: 
therefore thus saith the Lord God, Be- 
hold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone. 
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a tried stone, a precious comer stone, a sure 
foundation: he that believeth shall not make 
haste* Judgment also will I lay to the line, 
and righteousness to the plummet: and the 
hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and 
the waters shall overflow the hiding place* 
And your covenant with death shall be dis- 
annulled, and your agreement with hell shall 
not stand; when the overflowing scourge 
shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden 
down by it. From the time that it goeth 
forth it shall take you : for morning by morn- 
ing shall it pass over, by day and by night: 
and it shall be a vexation only to understand 
the report. For the bed is shorter than that 
a man can stretch himself on it: and the 
covering narrower than that he can wrap 
himself in it. For the Lord shall rise up as 
in mount Perazim, he shall be wroth as in 
the valley of Gibeon, that he may do his 
work, his strange work; and bring to pass 
his act, his strange act. Now therefore be ye 
not mockers, lest your bands be made strong: 
for I have heard from the Lord God of hosts 
a consumption, even determined upon the 
whole earth. 

A Parable 

Give ye ear, and hear my voice; hearken, 
and hear my speech. Doth the plowman 
plow all day to sow ? doth he open and break 
the clods of his ground ? When he hath made 
plain the face thereof, doth he not cast abroad 
the fitches, and scatter the cummin, and cast 
in the principal wheat and the appointed 
barley and the rie in their place? For his 
God doth instruct him to discretion, and 
doth teach him. For the fitches are not 
threshed with a threshing instrument, neither 
. is a cart wheel turned about upon the cum- 
min; but the fitches are beaten out with a 
staff, and the cummin with a rod. Bread 
com is bruised; because he will not ever be 
threshing it, nor break it with the wheel of 
his cart, nor bruise it with his horsemen. 
This also cometh forth from the Lord of 
hosts, which is wonderful in counsel, and 
excellent in working. 

Changes are Imminent 

Woe to Ariel, 1 to Ariel, the city where 
David dweltl ^dd ye year to year; let them 
kill sacrifices. Yet I will distress Ariel, and 


there shall be heaviness and sorrow: and it 
shall be unto me as Ariel. And I will camp 
against thee round about, and will lay siege 
against thee with a mount, and I will raise 
forts against thee. And thou shalt be brought 
down, and shalt speak out of the ground, 
and thy speech shall be low out of the dust, 
and thy voice shall be, as of one that hath a 
familiar spirit, out of the ground, and thy 
speech shall whisper out of the dust. 

Moreover the multitude of thy strangers 
shall be like small dust, and the multitude of 
the terrible ones shall be as chaff that passeth 
away: yea, it shall be at an instant suddenly. 
Thou shalt be visited of the Lord of hosts 
with thunder, and with earthquake, and 
great noise, with storm and tempest, and the 
flame of devouring fire. And the multitude 
of all the nations that fight against Ariel, even 
all that fight against her and her munition, 
and that distress her, shall be as a dream of a 
night vision. It shall even be as when an 
hungry man dreameth, and, behold, he 
eateth; but he awaketh, and his soul is empty: 
or as when a thirsty man dreameth, and, 
behold, he drinketh; but he awaketh, and, 
behold, he is faint, and his soul hath appetite : 
so shall the multitude of all the nations be, 
that fight against mount Zion. 

Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry ye out, 
and cry : they ar e drunken, but not with wine ; 
they stagger, but not with strong drink. For 
the Lord hath poured out upon you the 
spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your 
eyes : the prophets and your rulers, the seers 
hath he covered. And the vision of all is 
become unto you as the words of a book that 
is sealed, which men deliver to one that is 
learned, saying. Read this, I pray thee: and 
he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed: and the 
book is delivered to him that is not learned, 
saying. Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, 
l am not learned. 

Wherefore the Lord said. Forasmuch as 
this people draw near me with their mouth, 
and with their lips do honour me, but have 
removed their heart far from me, and their 
fear toward me is taught by the precept of 
men: therefore, behold, I will proceed to do 
a marvellous work among this people, even 
a marvellous work and a wonder: for the 
wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and 
the understanding of their prudent men shall 
be hid. 


1 It means ‘altar-hearth.^ i.e. Jerusalem, the central place of worship; the Prophet ironically bids die 
people continue to celebrate their yearly festivals; but the city is doomed. 





THE QUESTION OF ALLIANCES Isaiah 29,15-35,10 

It was not against alliances as such that Isaiah raised his voice , hut against alliances with 
unrighteousness - — alliances with evil men, alliances for evil purposes , and alliances based 
on an evil assumption or belief . Egypt was, in his eyes, an evil nation; the proposed 
alliance was a plot to break the pledged word given to Assyria; and to trust in Egypt $ 
might was, politically, foolishness, and, religiously, a denial of their God . 


WOE unto them that seek deep to hide 
their counsel from the Lord, and their works 
are in the dark, and they say, Who seeth us? 
and who knoweth us? Surely your tur nin g 
of things upside down shall be esteemed 
as the potter's clay: for shall the work say 
of him that made it, He made me not? or 
shall the thing framed say of him that framed 
it, He had no understanding? 

Is it not yet a very little while, and Lebanon 
shall be turned into a fruitful field, and the 
fruitful field shall be esteemed as a forest? 
And in that day shall the deaf hear the words 
of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall 
see out of obscurity, and out of darkness. 
The meek also shall increase their joy in the 
Lord, and the poor among men shall rejoice 
in the Holy One of Israel. For the terrible 
one is brought to nought, and the scorner is 
consumed, and all that watch for iniquity 
are cut off: that make a man an offender for 
a word, and lay a snare for him that reproveth 
in the gate, and turn aside the just for a thing 
of nought. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord, who 
redeemed Abraham, concerning the house 
of Jacob, Jacob shall not now be ashamed, 
neither shall his face now wax pale. But when 
he seeth his children, the work of mine hands, 
in the midst of him, they shall sanctify my 
name, and sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, 
and shall fear the God of Israel. They also 
that erred in spirit shall come to understand- 
ing, and they that murmured shall learn 
doctrine. 

Rebellion 

Woe to the rebellious 1 children, saith the 
Lord, that take counsel, but not of me; and 


that cover with a covering, but not of my 
spirit, that they may add sin to sin: that walk 
to go down into Egypt, and have not asked 
at my mouth; to strengthen themselves in 
the strength of Pharaoh, and to trust in the 
shadow ofEgypt! Therefore shall the strength 
of Pharaoh be your shame, and the trust in 
the shadow of Egypt your confusion. For 
his princes were at Zoan, and his ambassadors 
came to Hanes. They were all ashamed of 
a people that could not profit them, nor be 
an help nor profit, but a shame, and also a 
reproach. 

The burden of the beasts of the south: 
into the land of trouble and anguish, from 
whence come the young and old lion, the 
viper and fiery flying serpent, they will carry 
their riches upon the shoulders of young 
asses, and their treasures upon the bunches 
of camels, to a people that shall not profit 
them. For the Egyptians shall help in vain, 
and to no purpose: therefore have I cried 
concerning this. Their strength is to sit still. 

Written Evidence 

Now go, write it before them in a table, 
and note it in a book, that it may be for the 
time to come for ever and ever: that this is a 
rebellious people, lying children, children 
that will not hear the law of the Lord : which 
say to the seers. See not; and to the prophets. 
Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto 
us smooth things, prophesy deceits : get you 
out of the way, turn aside out of the path, 
cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from 
before us. Wherefore thus saith the Holy One 
of Israel, Because ye despise this word, and 
trust in oppression and perverseness, and 
stay thereon: therefore this iniquity shall be 


1 Note the Prophet’s outlook on the situation. Hezekiah had succeeded Ahaz, as the king of Judah, and was 
being urged to throw off the yoke of Assyria. It will be remembered that Ahaz had promised to pay heavy 
tribute to Assyria for help against Israel and Syria — a step Isaiah had condemned as unnecessary and disloyal 
to God. Israel had fallen and been taken into captivity. Now Assyria was being harassed by Babylon. To the 
vassal states, including Judah, and to Egypt, the time seemed opportune for rebellion. Hezekiah was pressed 
to break the pledge given to Assyria. Isaiah fiercely opposed this policy on the ground that the world was 
under the rule of a righteous God, and an unrighteous plot like that now contemplated by God’s people was 
nothing less th$n rebellion against God. 
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to you as a breach ready to fall, swelling out 
in a high wall, whose breaking cometh sud- 
denly at an instant* And he shall break it as 
the breaking of the potters’ vessel that is 
broken in pieces; he shall not spare; so that 
there shall not be found in the bursting of it 
a sherd to take fire from the hearth, or to take 
water withal out of the pit. 

For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy 
One of Israel; In returning and rest shall 
ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence 
shall be your strength: and ye would not. 
But ye said. No ; for we will flee upon horses ; 
therefore shall ye flee : and. We will ride upon 
the swift; therefore shall they that pursue 
you be swift. One thousand shall flee at the 
rebuke of one; at the rebuke of five shall 
ye flee: till ye be left as a beacon upon the 
top of a mountain, and as an ensign on an 
hill. 

A Promise to Judah 

And therefore will the Lord wait, that he 
may be gracious unto you, and therefore will 
he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon 
you: for the Lord is a God of judgment: 
blessed are all they that wait for him. For 
the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem: 
thou shalt weep no more: he will be very 
gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; 
when he shall hear it, he will answer thee. 
And though the Lord give you the bread of 
adversity, and the water of affliction, yet shall 
not thy teachers be removed into a comer 
any more, but thine eyes shall see thy 
teachers: and thine ears shall hear a word 
behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk 
ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and 
when ye turn to the left. Ye shall defile also 
the covering of thy graven images of silver, 
and the ornament of thy molten images of 
gold: thou shalt cast them away as a men- 
struous cloth; thou shalt say unto it. Get thee 
hence. 

Then shall he give the rain of thy seed, 
that thou shalt sow the ground withal; and 
bread of the increase of the earth, and it shall 
be fat and plenteous: in that day shall thy 
cattle feed in large pastures. The oxen like- 
wise and the young asses that ear the ground 
shall eat clean provender, which hath been 
winnowed with the shovel and with the fan. 
And there shall be upon every high moun- 
tain, and upon every high hill, rivers and 
streams of waters in the day of the great 


slaughter, when the towers fail. Moreover 
the light of the moon shall be as the light of 
the sun, and the light of the sun shall be 
sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in the 
day that the Lord bindeth up the breach of 
his people, and healeth the stroke of their 
wound. 


The Fear of Assyria 

Behold, the name of the Lord cometh 
from far, burning with his anger, and the 
burden thereof is heavy: his lips are full of 
indignation, and his tongue as a devouring 
fire : and his breath, as an overflowing stream, 
shall reach to the midst of the neck, to sift 
the nations with the sieve of vanity: and 
there shall be a bridle in the jaws of the 
people, causing them to err. Ye shall have 
a song, as in the night when a holy solemnity 
is kept; and gladness of heart, as when one 
goeth with a pipe to come into the mountain 
of the Lord, to the mighty One of Israel. 
And the Lord shall cause his glorious voice 
to be heard, and shall shew the lighting 
down of his arm, with the indignation of his 
anger, and with the flame of a devouring 
fire, with scattering, and tempest, and hail- 
stones. For through the voice of the Lord 
shall the Assyrian be beaten down, which 
smote with a rod. And in every place where 
the grounded staff shall pass, which the Lord 
shall lay upon him, it shall be with tablets 
and harps: and in battles of shaking will he 
fight with it. For Tophet is ordained of old; 
yea, for the king it is prepared ; he hath made 
it deep and large: the pile thereof is fire and 
much wood; the breath of the Lord, like a 
stream of brimstone, doth kindle it. 


The Hope in Egypt 

Woe to them that go down to Egypt for 
help ; and stay on horses, and trust in chariots, 
because they are many; and in horsemen, 
because they are very strong; but they look 
not unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek 
the Lord! Yet he also is wise, and will bring 
evil, and will not call back his words : but 
will arise against the house of the evildoers, 
and against the help of them that work 
iniquity. Now the Egyptians are men, and 
not God; and their horses flesh, and not 
spirit. When the Lord shall stretch out his 
hand, both he that helpeth shall fall, and he 


734 



that is holpen shall fall down, and they all 
shall fail together. 

For thus hath the Lord spoken unto me, 
Like as the lion and the young lion roaring 
on his prey, when a multitude of shepherds 
is called forth against him,, he will not be 
afraid of their voice, nor abase himself for 
the noise of them: so shall the Lord of hosts 
come down to fight for mount Zion, and for 
the hill thereof. As birds flying, so will the 
Lord of hosts defend Jerusalem; defending 
also he will deliver it; and passing over he 
will preserve it. Turn ye unto him from 
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whom the children of Israel have deeply 
revolted. For in that day every man shall 
cast away his idols of silver, and his idols of 
gold, which your own hands have made unto 
you for a sin. Then shall the Assyrian fall 
with the sword, not of a mighty man; and 
the sword, not of a mean man, shall devour 
him : but he shall flee from the sword, and his 
young men shall be discomfited. And he 
shall pass over to his strong hold for fear, 
and his princes shall be afraid of the ensign, 
saith the Lord, whose fire is in Zion, and his 
furnace in Jerusalem. 


GROUND FOR CONFIDENCE Isaiah 32, i— 33, 24 

The man who believes that God is the Sovereign Ruler of mankind , and has learned 
that His Rule is directed in righteousness to the creation of a righteous people^ looks for- 
ward to the time when this will come to pa$s 3 and does not hesitate to picture what life 
will then be like. 


BEHOLD, a king shall reign in righteousness, 
and princes shall rule in judgment. And a 
man shall be as an hiding place from the 
wind, and a covert from the tempest; as 
rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow 
of a great rock in a weary land. And the 
eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and 
the ears of them that hear, shall hearken. 
The heart also of the rash shall understand 
knowledge, and the tongue of the stammerers 
shall be ready to speak plainly. The vile 
person shall be no more called liberal, nor 
the churl said to be bountiful. For the vile 
person will speak villany, and his heart will 
work iniquity, to practise hypocrisy, and to 
utter error against the Lord, to make empty 
the soul of the hungry, and he will cause the 
drink of the thirsty to fail. The instruments 
also of the churl are evil: he deviseth wicked 
devices to destroy the poor with lying words, 
even when the needy speaketh right. But 
the liberal deviseth liberal things; and by 
liberal things shall he stand, 

A Call to the Women 

Rise up, ye women that are at ease; hear 
my voice, ye careless daughters; give ear 
unto my speech. Many days and years shall 
ye be troubled, ye careless women: for the 
vintage shall fail, the gathering shall not 
come. Tremble, ye women that are at ease; 
be troubled, ye careless ones : strip you, and 
make you bare, and gird sackcloth upon your 


loins. They shall lament for the teats, for 
the pleasant fields, for the fruitful vine. 
Upon the land of my people shall come up 
thorns and briers; yea, upon all the houses 
of joy in the joyous city: because the palaces 
shall be forsaken; the multitude of the city 
shall be left; the forts and towers shall be 
for dens for ever, a joy of wild asses, a pasture 
of flocks; until the spirit be poured upon us 
from on high, and the wilderness be a fruit- 
ful field, and the fruitful field be counted 
for a forest. 

Then judgment shall dwell in the wilder- 
ness, and righteousness remain in the fruit- 
ful field. And the work of righteousness 
shall be peace ; and the effect of righteousness 
quietness and assurance for ever. And my 
people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, 
and in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting 
places; when it shall hail, coming down on 
the forest; and the city shall be low in a low 
place. Blessed are ye that sow beside all 
waters, that send forth thither the feet of the 
ox and the ass. 

A Warning to Evil-doers 

Woe to thee that spoilest, and thou wast 
not spoiled; and dealest treacherously, and 
they dealt not treacherously with thee! 
when thou shalt cease to spoil, thou shalt 
be spoiled; and when thou shalt make 
an end to deal treacherously, they shall 
deal treacherously with thee. O Lord, be 
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gracious unto us; we have waited for thee; 
be thou their arm every morning, our salva- 
tion also in the time of trouble. At the noise 
of the tumult the people fled; at the lifting 
up of thyself the nations were scattered. 
And your spoil shall be gathered like the 
gathering of the caterpiller: as the running 
to and fro of locusts shall he run upon them. 
The Lord is exalted ; for he dwelleth on high : 
he hath filled Zion with judgment and 
righteousness. And wisdom and knowledge 
shall be the stability of thy times, and strength 
of salvation: the fear of the Lord is his 
treasure. 

Behold, their valiant ones shall cry with- 
out: the ambassadors of peace shall weep 
bitterly. The highways lie waste, the way- 
faring man ceaseth: he hath broken the 
covenant, he hath despised the cities, he 
regardeth no man. The earth mourneth and 
languished: Lebanon is ashamed and hewn 
down: Sharon is like a wilderness ; and 
Bashan and Carmel shake off their fruits. 
Now will I rise, saith the Lord; now will I 
be exalted; now will I lift up myself. Ye 
shall conceive chaff, ye shall bring forth 
stubble: your breath, as fire, shall devour 
you. And the people shall be as the burn- 
ings of lime: as thorns cut up shall they be 
burned in the fire. 


us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who 
among us shall dwell with everlasting burn- 
ings? He that walked righteously, and 
speaked uprightly; he dat despised de 
gain of oppressions, dat shaked his hands 
from holding of bribes, dat stopped his 
ears from hearing of blood, and shutted his 
eyes from seeing evil; he shall dwell on high: 
his place of defence shall be the munitions 
of rocks : bread shall be given him ; his waters 
shall be sure. 

Thine eyes shall see de king in his beauty: 
they shall behold de land dat is very far off. 
Thine heart shall meditate terror. Where is 
de scribe? where is de receiver? where is 
he dat counted de towers? Thou shalt not 
see a fierce people, a people of a deeper 
speech dan dou const perceive; of a stam- 
mering tongue, dat dou canst not under- 
stand. Look upon Zion, de city of our 
solemnities: thine eyes shall see Jerusalem 
a quiet habitation, a tabernacle dat shall 
not be taken down; not one of de stakes 
dereof shall ever be removed, neider shall 
any of de cords dereof be broken. But 
dere de glorious Lord will be unto us a 
place of broad rivers and streams; wherein 
shall go no galley with oars, neider shall 
gallant ship pass dereby. For the Lord is 
our judge, de Lord is our lawgiver, de 
Lord is our king; he will save us. Thy tack- 


A New City 

Hear, ye dat are far off, what I have done ; 
and, ye that are near, acknowledge my might. 
The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness 


lings are loosed; dey could not well strengd- 
en deir mast, dey could not spread de 
sail: den is de prey of a great spoil divided; 
de lame take de prey. And de inhabitant 
shall not say, I am sick: de people dat dwell 


had surprised de hypocrites. Who among derein shall be forgiven deir iniquity. 


THE VITAL MOMENT 


Isaiah 34, i — 35, io 


The impression we get as we come upon the following passages is that thegreat moment of 
crisis is at hand . The nations are summoned to behold the Lord working out His purpose 
in history , according to His righteous will and power a swordfor the cities ofevil } and a 
song where the cities are God-fearing . 


COME near, ye nations, to hear ; and heark- 
en, ye people: let de earth hear, and all 
that is derein; de world, and all things dat 
come ford of it. For de indignation of de 
Lord is upon all nations, and his fury upon 
all deir armies: he had utterly destroyed 
dem, he hath delivered dem to de slaughter. 
Their slain also shall be cast out, and deir 
stink shall come up out of deir carcases, and 
the mountains shall be melted wid deir 


blood. And all de host of heaven shall be 
dissolved, and de heavens shall be rolled 
togeder as a scroll: and all their host shall 
fall down, as de leaf failed off from de 
vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree. 
For my sword shall be baded in heaven: 
behold, it shall come down upon Idumea, 
and upon de people of my curse, to judg- 
ment. The sword of de Lord is filled wid 
blood, it is made fat wid fatness, and wid 


the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat 
of the kidneys of rams: for the Lord hath 
a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter 
in the land of Idumea. And the unicorns 
shall come down with them, and the bullocks 
with the bulls; and their land shall be soaked 
with blood, and their dust made fat with 
fatness. 

A City of Sorrow 

For it is the day of the Lord’s vengeance, 
and the year of recompences for the con- 
troversy of Zion. And the streams thereof 
shall be turned into pitch, and the dust there- 
of into brimstone, and the land thereof shall 
become burning pitch. It shall not be 
quenched night nor day; the smoke thereof 
shall go up for ever: from generation to 
generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass 
through it for ever and ever. But the cor- 
morant and the bittern shall possess it; the 
owl also and the raven shall dwell in it: and 
he shall stretch out upon it the line of con- 
fusion, and the stones of emptiness. They 
shall call the nobles thereof to the kingdom, 
but none shall be there, and all her princes 
shall be nothing. And thorns shall come up 
in her palaces, nettles and brambles in the 
fortresses thereof: and it shall be an habita- 
tion of dragons, and a court for owls. The 
wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with 
the wild beasts of the island, and the satyr 
shall cry to his fellow; the screech owl also 
shall rest there, and find for herself a place 
of rest. There shall the great owl make her 
nest, and lay, and hatch, and gather under 
her shadow: there shall the vultures also be 
gathered, every one with her mate. 

Seek ye out of the book of the Lord, and 
read: no one of these shall fail, none shall 
want her mate: for my mouth it hath com- 
manded, and his spirit it hath gathered them. 
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And he hath cast the lot for them, and Ms 
hand hath divided it unto them by line: they 
shall possess it for ever, from generation to 
generation shall they dwell therein. 

A City of Joy 

The wilderness and the solitary place shall 
be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, 
and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and 
singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given 
unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, 
they shall see the glory of the Lord, and the 
excellency of our God. 

Strengthen ye the weak hands, and con- 
firm the feeble knees. Say to them that are 
of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not : behold, 
your God will come with vengeance, even 
God with a recompence; he will come and 
save you. 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 
Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and 
the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the 
wilderness shall waters breakout, and streams 
in the desert. And the parched ground shall 
become a pool, and the thirsty land springs 
of water: in the habitation of dragons, where 
each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes. 
And an highway shall be there, and a way, 
and it shall be called The way of holiness; 
the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall 
be for those: the wayfaring men, though 
fools, shall not err therein. No lion shall be 
there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up 
thereon, it shall not be found there; but the 
redeemed shall walk there: and the ran- 
somed of the Lord shall return, and come 
to Zion with songs and everlasting joy 
upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away. 


HISTORICAL OUTLINE OF THE STORY 


c. 741 Ahaz becomes king of Judah. 

735 Israel and Syria attack Judah. 

734 Ahaz makes a pact with Assyria. 

732 Assyria overthrows Syria. 
c. 725 Hezekiah becomes king of Judah. 

It is not possible to be 


721 Israel taken captive to Assyria. 

720 Assyria extends its conquests in Palestine. 
709 Babylon threatens Assyria. 

705 Egypt foments rebellion against Assyria. 
701 Assyria besieges Jerusalem. 

of the exact dates in this period. 


certain 
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THE END OF THE CRISIS 

NEWS THAT THE PURPOSE OF GOD STANDS SECURE 


ISAIAH CHAPTERS 36, i— 39, 8 

If the early stages of the crisis show the ways of men in the eyes of God, the closing stage 
is a remarkable demonstration of the ways of God in the sight of men . It is not, as we 
know, the only occasion on which God has rescued His people, but here the story has been 
written so that we can see what is behind such providential deliverances. Love, we feel, 
must be there, and with it almighty power, for it is against tremendous forces , and for our 
sakes, that the deeds are done . But the thing that gives the deliverance of Jerusalem the 
significance of news is the prophets interpretation of it as a natural and reasonable 
expression of God's righteous rule . To anyone who believes , as he does, that the Maker 
and Ruler of the World has a glorious purpose for it, that in life and history He is bring- 
ing it to pass, and that in the end time will reveal it to be the creation by the Holy God of 
a holy people, this signal act on Mount Zion is a concrete instance of the process at work . 


N OW it came to pass in the four- 
teenth year of king Hezekiah, that 
Sennacherib king of Assyria came 
up against all the defenced cities 
of Judah 3 and took them. And the king of 
Assyria sent Rabshakeh 1 from Lachish to 
Jerusalem unto king Hezekiah with a great 
army . 2 And he stood by the conduit of the 
upper pool in the highway of the fuller’s 
field. Then came forth unto him Eliakim, 
Hilkiah’s son, which was over the house, and 
Shebna the scribe, and Joah, Asaph’s son, 
the recorder. 

At the City Wall 

And Rabshakeh said unto them. Say ye 
now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, 
the king of Assyria, What confidence is this 
wherein thou trustest? I say, sayest thou, 
(but they are but vain words) I have counsel 
and strength for war : now on whom dost 
thou trust, that thou rebellest against me? 
Lo, thou trustest in the staff of this broken 
reed, on Egypt; whereon if a man lean, it 
will go into his hand, and pierce it: so is 
Pharaoh lung of Egypt to all that trust in 
him. But if thou say to me, We trust in the 
Lord our God: is it not he, whose high 
places and whose altars Hezekiah hath taken 
away, and said to Judah and to Jerusalem, 


Ye shall worship before this altar? Now 
therefore give pledges, I pray thee, to my 
master the king of Assyria, and I will give 
thee two thousand horses, if thou be able on 
thy part to set riders upon them. How then 
wilt thou turn away the face of one captain of 
the least of my master’s servants, and put 
thy trust on Egypt for chariots and for horse- 
men? And am I now come up without the 
Lord against this land to destroy it? the 
Lord said unto me. Go up against this land, 
and destroy it. 

Then said Eliakim and Shebna and Joah 
unto Rabshakeh, Speak, I pray thee, unto 
thy servants in the Syrian language; for we 
understand it: and speak not to us in the 
Jews’ language, in the ears of the people that 
are on the wall. But Rabshakeh said. Hath 
my master sent me to thy master and to thee 
to speak these words? hath he not sent me 
to the men that sit upon the wall, that they 
may eat their own dung, and drink their own 
piss with you? 

Then Rabshakeh stood, and cried with a 
loud voice in the Jews’ language, and said, 
Hear ye the words of the great king, the king 
of Assyria. Thus saith the king, Let not 
Hezekiah deceive you : for he shall not be 
able to deliver you. Neither let Hezekiah 
make you trust in the Lord, saying. The 
Lord will surely deliver us: this city shall 


1 Not the man’s name but his title, Chief Officer. 

2 According to the account in 2 Kings 18, 14-16, the king of Assyria, after accepting heavy tribute from 
Hezekiah for his rebellion, withdrew from the city. Now Sennacherib dishonours the agreement and demands 
its complete surrender. See Introductory note, p. 428. Cf. p. 733, fn. 1. 

738 


not be delivered into the hand of the king of 
Assyria. Hearken not to Hezekiah; for thus 
saith the king of Assyria., Make an agree- 
ment with me by a present, and come out 
to me: and eat ye every one of his vine, and 
every one of his fig tree, and drink ye every 
one the waters of his own cistern; until I 
come and take you away to a land like your 
own land, a land of com and wine, a land of 
bread and vineyards. Beware lest Hezekiah 
persuade you, saying. The Lord will deliver 
us. Hath any of the gods of the nations de- 
livered his land out of the hand of the king 
of Assyria? Where are the gods of Hamath 
and Arphad? where are the gods of Sephar- 
vaim? and have they delivered Samaria out 
of my hand? Who are they among all the 
gods of these lands, that have delivered their 
land out of my hand, that the Lord should 
deliver Jerusalem out of my hand? 

But they held their peace, and answered 
him not a word: for the king's command- 
ment was, saying. Answer him not. Then 
came Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, that was 
over the household, and Shebna the scribe, 
and Joah, the son of Asaph, the recorder, to 
Hezekiah with their clothes rent, and told 
him the words of Rabshakeh. 

In the House of the Lord 

And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah 
heard it, that he rent his clothes, and covered 
himself with sackcloth, and went into the 
house of the Lord. And he sent Eliakim, 
who was over the household, and Shebna 
the scribe, and the elders of the priests 
covered with sackcloth, unto Isaiah the 
prophet the son of Amoz. And they said 
unto him. Thus saith Hezekiah, This day 
is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of 
blasphemy: for the children are come to the 
birth, and there is not strength to bring 
forth. It may be the Lord thy God will hear 
the words of Rabshakeh, whom the king of 
Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the 
living God, and will reprove the words which 
the Lord thy God hath heard: wherefore 
lift up thy prayer for the remnant that is 
left. 

So the servants of king Hezekiah came to 
Isaiah. And Isaiah said unto them. Thus 
shall ye say unto your master. Thus saith the 
Lord, Be not afraid of the words that thou 
hast heard, wherewith the servants of the 
king of Assyria have blasphemed me. Be- 
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hold, I will send a blast upon him, and he 
shall hear a rumour, and return to his own 
land; and I will cause him to fall by the 
sword in his own land. 

Assyria’s Demand 

So Rabshakeh returned, and found the 
king of Assyria warring against Libnah: for 
he had heard that he was departed from 
Lachish. And he heard say concerning 
Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, He is come forth 
to make war with thee. And when he heard 
it, he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying. 
Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of 
Judah, saying. Let not thy God, in whom 
thou trustest, deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem 
shall not be given into the hand of the king 
of Assyria. Behold, thou hast heard what the 
kings of Assyria have done to all lands by 
destroying them utterly; and shalt thou be 
delivered ? Have the gods of the nations 
delivered them which my fathers have de- 
stroyed, as Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, 
and the children of Eden which were in 
Telassar ? Where is the king of Hamath, and 
the king of Arphad, and the king of the city 
of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah? 

And Hezekiah received the letter from the 
hand of the messengers, and read it: and 
Hezekiah went up unto the house of the 
Lord, and spread it before the Lord. And 
Hezekiah prayed unto the Lord, saying, O 
Lord of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest 
between the cherubims, thou art the God, 
even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the 
earth: thou hast made heaven and earth. 
Incline thine ear, O Lord, and hear; open 
thine eyes, O Lord, and see: and hear all 
the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent 
to reproach the living God. Of a truth, Lord, 
the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the 
nations, and their countries, and have cast 
their gods into the fire: for they were no 
gods, but the work of men's hands, wood 
and stone : therefore they have destroyed 
them. Now therefore, O Lord our God, 
save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms 
of the earth may know that thou art the 
Lord, even thou only. 

Isaiah’s Answer 

Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent unto 
Hezekiah, saying. Thus saith the Lord God 
of Israel, Whereas thou hast prayed to me 
against Sennacherib king of Assyria: this is 
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the word which the Lord hath spoken con- 
cerning him; The virgin, the daughter of 
Zion, hath despised thee, and laughed thee 
to , scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath 
shaken her head at thee. Whom hast thou 
reproached and blasphemed? and against 
whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted 
up thine eyes on high? even against the Holy 
One of Israel. 1 By thy servants hast thou 
reproached the Lord, and hast said. By the 
multitude of my chariots am I come up to 
the height of die mountains, to the sides 
of Lebanon; and I will cut down the 
tall cedars thereof, and the choice fir trees 
thereof; and I will enter into the height 
of his border, and the forest of his Carmel. 
I have digged, and drunk water; and with 
the sole of my feet have I dried up all the 
rivers of the besieged places. 

Hast thou not heard long ago, how I have 
done it; and of ancient times, that I have 
formed it? now have I brought it to pass, 
that thou shouldest be to lay waste defenced 
cities into ruinous heaps. Therefore their 
inhabitants were of small power, they were 
dismayed and confounded: they were as the 
grass of the field, and as the green herb, as 
the grass on the housetops, and as com 
Wasted before it be grown up. But I know 
thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming 
in, and thy rage against me. Because thy 
rage against me, and thy tumult, is come up 
into mine ears, therefore will I put my hook 
In thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I 
will turn thee back by the way by which thou 
earnest. 


And this shall be a sign unto thee. Ye shall 
eat this year such as groweth of itself; and 
the second year that which springeth of the 
same : and in the third year sow ye, and reap, 
and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof. 
And the remnant that is escaped of the house 
of Judah shall again take root downward, and 
bear fruit upward: for out of Jerusalem shall 
go forth a remnant, and they that escape out 
of mount Zion: the zeal of the Lord of hosts 
shall do this. 

Jerusalem Delivered 

Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning 
the king of Assyria, He shall not come into 
this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come 
before it with shields, nor cast a bank against 
it. By the way that he came, by the same 
shall he return, and shall not come into this 
city, saith the Lord. For I will defend this 
•city to save it for mine own sake, and for my 
servant David’s sake. 

Then the angel of the Lord went forth, 
and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a 
hundred and fourscore and five thousand: 
and when they arose early in the morning, 
behold, they were all dead corpses. So Sen- 
nacherib king of Assyria departed, and went 
and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. And it 
came to pass, as he was worshipping in the 
house ofNisroch his god, that Adrammelech 
and Sharezer his sons smote him with the 
sword; and they escaped into the land of 
Armenia: and Esar-haddon his son reigned 
in his stead. 


THE KING AND THE PROPHET Isaiah 38, i— 39, 8 

A short biographical appendix to Isaiah's national work> setting forth the close personal 
relationship between the prophet and the king. It is generally assumed that the events 
narrated belong to the years preceding the great crisis. 

Hezekiah' s Sickness 

IN those days was Hezekiah sick unto 
death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of 
Amoz came unto him, and said unto him. 

Thus saith the Lord, Set thine house in 
order: for thou shalt die, and not live. Then 
Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, 
and prayed unto the Lord, and said, 

1 In one sentence we have the prophet* s view— every affair of State, every interest in life, is judged by the 
on^ standard, whether it is for or against God — a point of view we are in danger of forgetting, substituting in 
its place the cry, for or against the race, the State, or the class to which we belong. 


Remember now, O Lord, I beseech thee, 
how I have walked before thee in truth and 
with a perfect heart, and have done that 
which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah 
wept sore. Then came the word of the Lord 
to Isaiah, saying. Go, and say to Hezekiah, 
Thus saith the Lord, the God of David thy 
father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen 
thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy days 


740 


fifteen years. And I will deliver thee and 
this city out of the hand of the king of 
Assyria; and I will defend this city. And 
this shall be a sign unto thee from the Lord* 
that the Lord will do this thing that he hath 
spoken; behold:, I will bring again the shadow 
of the degrees* which is gone down in the 
sun dial of Ahaz* ten degrees backward. So 
the sun returned ten degrees* by which 
degrees it was gone down. 

Song of Thanksgiving 

The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah* 
when he had been sick* and was recovered 
of his sickness : 

I said in the cutting off of my days* I shall 
go to the gates of the grave: 

I am deprived of the residue of my years. 

I said* I shall not see the Lord* even the 
Lord* in the land of the living: 

I shall behold man no more with the in- 
habitants of the world. 

Mine age is departed* and is removed from 
me as a shepherd’s tent: 

I have cut off like a weaver my life: he 
will cut me off with pining sickness: 

From day even to night wilt thou make 
an end of me. 

1 reckoned till morning* that* as a lion* so 
will he break all my bones : 

From day even to night wilt thou make an 
end of me. 

Like a crane or a swallow* so did I chatter: 

I did mourn as a dove : mine eyes fail with 
looking upward: 

0 Lord* I am oppressed; undertake 
for me. 

What shall I say? he hath both spoken 
unto me* and himself hath done it: 

1 shall go softly all my years in the bitter- 
ness of my soul. 

O Lord* by these things men live* 

And in all these things is the life of my 
spirit: 

So wilt thou recover me* and make me 
to live. 

Behold, for peace I had great bitterness: 

But thou hast in love to my soul delivered 
it from the pit of corruption: 

For thou hast cast all my sins behind thy 
back. 

For the grave cannot praise thee* death 
can not celebrate thee: 
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They that go down into the pit cannot hope 
for thy truth. 

The living* the living* he shall praise thee* 
as I do this day: 

The father to the children shall make 
known thy truth. 

The Lord was ready to save me: 

Therefore we will sing my songs to the 
stringed instruments 

All the days of our life in the house of the 
Lord. 

For Isaiah had said* Let them take a lump 
of figs* and lay it for a plaister upon the boil* 
and he shall recover. 

Hezekiah also had said* What is the sign 
that I shall go up to the house of the 
Lord? 

Hezekiah* s Folly 

At that time Merodach-baladan* the son 
of Baladan* king of Babylon* 1 sent letters and 
a present to Hezekiah: for he had heard that 
he had been sick* and was recovered. And 
Hezekiah was glad of them* and shewed 
them the house of his precious things* the 
silver* and the gold* and the spices* and the 
precious ointment* and all the house of Ms 
armour* and all that was found in his trea- 
sures : there was nothing in his house* nor in 
all his dominion* that Hezekiah shewed them 
not. Then came Isaiah the prophet unto 
king Hezekiah* and said unto him* What 
said these men? and from whence came they 
unto thee? And Hezekiah said* They are 
come from a far country unto me* even from 
Babylon. Then said he* What have they 
seen in thine house? And Hezekiah an- 
swered* All that is in mine house have they 
seen: there is nothing among my treasures 
that I have not shewed them. Then said 
Isaiah to Hezekiah* Hear the word of the 
Lord of hosts: Behold* the days come, that 
all that is in thine house, and that which thy 
fathers have laid up in store until this day* 
shall be carried to Babylon: nothing shall 
be left* saith the Lord. And of thy sons that 
shall issue from thee* which thou shalt beget* 
shall they take away; and they shall be 
eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon. 
Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah* Good is the 
word of the Lord which thou hast spoken. 
He said moreover. For there shall be peace 
and truth in my days. 


1 Babylon at this time was not a mighty empire. Merodach-baladan was a master of intrigue who sought to 
stir up rebellion against Assyria. 
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THE MARCH OF TIME 


NEWS OF GOD FOR TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW 
IN A WORLD OF EVER-CHANGING FORTUNE 


ISAIAH CHAPTERS 40 , i— 66, 24 

The scene has changed. A different background lies behind these chapters. More than 
150 years have passed since Jerusalem was delivered. The people of God are now in 
Babylon , waitings wondering whether the word of promise will be fulfilled. Will God 
deliver them ? Can He ? Imagine then their excitement when, as Cyrus the conqueror 
advances towards Babylon , they hear again a prophets voice , this time proclaiming 
that the arm of the Lord will be revealed in the Persian victory . 

No one knows the name of this Herald Prophet, but his message continues and com- 
pletes the message of Isaiah so perfectly that it is not surprising to find his words and 
Isaiah's brought together in one booh The two prophets are in fact news-bearers of the 
one divine revelation, each giving it his own emphasis. Between them they make known 
what is God's Purpose and Plan for all mankind. Isaiah is given the task of stating its 
aim and content — a righteous and holy people . Then the Herald Prophet is sent to show 
the certainty of its achievement, and how it is to he brought about . The Holy One is the 
Mighty One : what He wills is good, and will come to pass. 

The first step to this end, declares the messenger, will be the deliverance and return of 
Israel Behold in that, God's hand at work; proof beyond dispute that He can and will 
fulfil the promises He has made to the sons of men. 


G OMFORT ye, comfort ye my 
people, saith your God. Speak ye 
comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry 
unto her, that her warfare is accom- 
plished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for 
she hath received of the Lord’s hand double 
for all her sins. 

The voice of him that crieth in the wilder- 
ness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be exalted, and every 
mountain and hid shall be made low: and 
the crooked shall be made straight, and the 
rough places plain: and the glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see 
it together: for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it. 

The voice said, Cry. And he said, What 
shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the 
goodliness thereof is as the flower of the 
field: the grass withereth, the flower fadeth : 
because the spirit of the Lord bloweth upon 
it: surely the people is grass. The grass 
withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word 
of our God shall stand for ever. 


O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get 
thee up into the high mountain ; O J erasalem, 
that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice 
with strength, lift it up, be not afraid; say 
unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God! 
Behold, the Lord God will come with strong 
hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, 
his reward is with him, and his work before 
him. He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: 
he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and 
carry them in his bosom, and shall gently 
lead those that are with young. 

The Incomparable God 

Who hath measured the waters in the 
hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven 
with the span, and comprehended the dust 
of the earth in a measure, and weighed the 
mountains in scales, and the hills in a 
balance? Who hath directed the Spirit of 
the Lord, or being his counsellor hath taught 
him? With whom took he counsel, and who 
instructed him, and taught him in the path 
of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and 
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shewed to him the way of understanding? 
Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, 
and are counted as the small dust of the 
balance: behold, he taketh up the isles as a 
very little thing. And Lebanon is not suffi- 
cient to burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient 
for a burnt offering. All nations before him 
are as nothing; and- they are counted to him 
less than nothing, and vanity. 

To whom then will ye liken God? or what 
likeness will ye compare unto him? The 
workman melteth a graven image, and the 
goldsmith spreadeth it over with gold, and 
casteth silver chains. He that is so im- 
poverished that he hath no oblation chooseth 
a tree that will not rot; he seeketh unto him 
a cunning workman to prepare a graven 
image, that shall not be moved. Have ye 
not known? have ye not heard? hath it not 
been told you from the beginning? have ye 
not understood from the foundations of the 
earth? It is he that sitteth upon the circle 
of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are 
as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the 
heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out 
as a tent to dwell in: that bringeth the 
princes to nothing; he maketh the judges 
of the earth as vanity. Yea, they shall not 
be planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, 
their stock shall not take root in the earth: 
and he shall also blow upon them, and they 
shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take 
them away as stubble. To whom then will 
ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the 
Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high, and 
behold who hath created 1 these things, that 
bringeth out their host by number : he calleth 
them all by names by the greatness of his 
might, for that he is strong in power; not 
one faileth. 

Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, 
O Israel, My way is hid from the Lord, and 
my judgment is passed over from my God ? 
Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, 
that the everlasting God, the Lord, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth 
not, neither is weary? there is no searching 
of his understanding. He giveth power to 
the faint; and to them that have no might 
he increaseth strength. Even the youths 
shall faint and be weary, and the young men 
shall utterly fall: but they that wait upon the 
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Lord shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles; they shall 
run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, 
and not faint. 

To All Nations 

Keep silence before me, O islands; and 
let the people renew their strength: let them 
come near; then let them speak: let us come 
near together to judgment. Who raised up 
the righteous man from the east , 2 called him 
to his foot, gave the nations before him, and 
made him rule over kings ? he gave them as 
the dust to his sword, and as driven stubble 
to his bow. He pursued them, and passed 
safely; even by the way that he had not gone 
with his feet. Who hath wrought and done 
it, calling the generations from the begin- 
ning? I the Lord, the first, and with the 
last; I am he. The isles saw it, and feared; 
the ends of the earth were afraid, drew near, 
and came. They helped every one his neigh- 
bour; and every one said to his brother, Be 
of good courage. So the carpenter en- 
couraged the goldsmith, and he that smooth- 
ed! with the hammer him that smote the 
anvil, saying, It is ready for the sodering: 
and he fastened it with nails, that it should 
not be moved. 

To Israel 

But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob 
whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham 
my friend. Thou whom I have taken from 
the ends of the earth, and called thee from 
the chief men thereof, and said unto thee. 
Thou art my servant; I have chosen thee, 
and not cast thee away. Fear thou not; for I 
am with thee : be not dismayed ; for I am thy 
God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help 
thee ; yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of my righteousness. Behold, all they 
that were incensed against thee shall be 
ashamed and confounded : they shall be as 
nothing; and they that strive with thee shall 
perish. Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not 
find them, even them that contended with 
thee : they that war against thee shall be as 
nothing, and as a thing of nought. For I the 
Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, 


1 The same word is used in Gen. 1, 1. Note how frequently it occurs in chapters 40-66; more than 
twice the number of times it is found in the whole of the earlier literature; bringing the idea of God’s creative 
power to the forefront of thought. 

2 The reference is to Cyrus. 

1 u< . 
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saying unto thee. Fear not; I will help thee. 
Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of 
Israel; I will help thee, saith the Lord, and 
thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. Be- 
hold, I will make thee a new sharp threshing 
instrument having teeth: thou shall thresh 
the mountains, and beat them small, and 
shalt make the hills as chaff. Thou shall fan 
them, and the wind shall carry them away, 
and the whirlwind shall scatter them: and 
thou shalt rejoice in the Lord, and shall glory 
in the Holy One of Israel. 

. When the poor and needy seek water, and 
there is none, and their tongue faileth for 
thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I the God 
of Israel will not forsake them. I will open 
rivers in high places, and fountains in the 
midst of the valleys: I will make the wilder- 
ness a pool of water, and the dry land springs 
of water. I will plant in the wilderness the 
cedar, the shittah tree, and the myrtle, and 
the oil tree; I will set 'in the desert the fir 
tree, and the pine, and the box tree together: 
that they may see, and know, and consider, 
and understand together, that the hand of 
the Lord hath done this, and the Holy One 
of Israel hath created it. 

To the Idols 

Produce your cause , 1 2 saith the Lord ; bring 
forth your strong reasons, saith the King 
of Jacob. Let them bring them forth, and 
shew us what shall happen: let them shew 
the former things, what they be, that we 
may consider them, and know the latter end 
of them; or declare us things for to come. 
Shew the things that are to come hereafter, 
that we may know that ye are gods: yea, do 
good, or do evil, that we may be dismayed, 
and behold it together. Behold, ye are of 
nothing, and your work of nought: an 
abomination is he that chooseth you. 

I have raised up one from thenorth, and he 
shall come: from the rising of the sun shall 
he call upon my name: and he shall come 
upon princes as upon morter, and as the potter 
treadeth clay. Who hath declared from the 
beginning, that we may know? and before- 
time, that we may say. He is righteous? yea, 
there is none that sheweth, yea, there is 
none that declareth, yea, there is none that 
heareth your words. The first shall say to 


Zion, Behold, behold them: and I will give 
to Jerusalem one that bringeth good tidings. 
For I beheld, and there was no man; even 
among them, and there was no counsellor, 
that, when I asked of them, could answer 
a word. Behold, they are all vanity; their 
works are nothing: their molten images are 
wind and confusion. 


THE LORD’S SERVANT Isa. 42 , 1-4 

This is the first of four distinctive passages 
usually referred to as Servant Songs. In a note 
we can only indicate their prof ound importance , 
and to those who desire to inquire further into 
the divine revelation , mention one line of inter- 
pretation on the question of the identity of the 
servant . In this passage it would seem to refer 
to Israel generally . It is followed by a picture 
of what God meant Israel to be> and what Israel 
had become . 

Behold my servant/ whom I uphold; mine 
elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have 
put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth 
judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not cry, 
nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard 
in the street. A bruised reed shall he not 
break, and the smoking flax shall he not 
quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto 
truth. He shall not fail nor be discouraged, 
till he have set judgment in the earth: and 
the isles shall wait for his law. 

The Israel of God 

Thus saith God the Lord, he that created 
the heavens, and stretched them out; he that 
spread forth the earth, and that which cometh 
out of it; he that giveth breath unto the 
people upon it, and spirit to them that walk 
therein: I the Lord have called thee in 
righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and 
will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant 
of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; 
to open the blind eyes, to bring out the 
prisoners from the prison, and them that sit 
in darkness out of the prison house. I am 
the Lord: that is my name: and my glory 
will I not give to another, neither my praise 
to graven images. Behold, the former things 
are come to pass, and new things do I de- 


1 Let the idols show what predictions they have ever fulfilled. The country was full of statues and temples 
to heathen gods. Can any of them, like Jehovah, make the forces of history serve his will? 

2 Seealsolsa.49, 1-6, p.751; Isa. 50, 4-9, p.752; and Isa. 52, 13—53,12, p.754. 
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ALL OVER THE WORLD GREAT MOVEMENTS ARE ON FOOT 

It was the same in Bible times. The Sacred Story shows us what was happening among 
the nations , that we might the more clearly see who rules the worlds and overrules the 
destinies of men and peoples. Outside the Bible, but still under the same Divine Rule , 
other great movements were at this time on foot. We may note that in the West, Rome 
was extending its frontiers . Under the same God march the movements of to-day. 

dare: before they spring forth I tell you of 
them. 

Sing unto the Lord a new song* and his 
praise from the end of the earth, ye that go 
down to the sea, and all that is therein; the 
isles, and the inhabitants thereof. Let the 
wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their 
voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit : 
let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them 
shout from the top of the mountains. Let 
them give glory unto the Lord, and declare 
his praise in the islands. The Lord shall go 
forth as a mighty man, he shall stir up 
jealousy like a man of war: he shall cry, yea, 
roar; he shall prevail against Ms enemies. 


I have long time holden my peace; I have 
been still, and refrained myself: now will I 
cry like a travailing woman; I will destroy 
and devour at once. I will make waste 
mountains and hills, and dry up all their 
herbs; and I will make the rivers islands, 
and I will dry up the pools. And I will bring 
the blind by a way that they knew not; I will 
lead them in paths that they have not known : 
I will make darkness light before them, and 
crooked things straight. These things will 
I do unto them, and not forsake them. They 
shall be turned back, they shall be greatly 
ashamed, that trust in graven images, that 
say to the molten images, Ye are our gods. 
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The Israel of History 

Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye 
may see. Who is blind, but my servant? or 
deaf, as my messenger that I sent? who is 
blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the 
Lord’s servant? Seeing many things, but 
thou observest not; opening the ears, but he 
heareth not. The Lord is well pleased for his 
righteousness* sake; he will magnify the law, 
and make it honourable. But this is a people 
robbed and spoiled; they are all of them 
snared in holes, and they are hid in prison 


houses : they are for a prey, and none de- 
livered!; for a spoil, and none saith. Restore. 

Who among you will give ear to this? who 
will hearken and hear for the time to come? 
Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to 
the robbers? did not the Lord, he against 
whom we have sinned? for they would not 
walk in his ways, neither were they obedient 
unto his law. Therefore he hath poured upon 
him the fury of his anger, and the strength 
of battle : and it hath set him on fire round 
about, yet he knew not; and it burned him, 
yet he laid it not to heart. 


NEWS FOR TO-DAY Isaiah 43, i— 48 , 22 

The point of the following chapters is that God is at work in the world, but His people 
have not the eyes to see it . A common fault. They have not a big enough conception of 
God to cover all that He is doing outside the circle of their interest . It never occurs to 
them that God might be using Cyrus, a foreigner, a man who does not belong to their 
faith, to do His work. Some of them even protest against it. The trouble is that they do 
not look upon God as the living, loving Lord of Life and Maker of History, but think of 
Him as the Babylonians think of their idols; as a national object of veneration, im- 
pressive, but loveless and lifeless. 


BUT now thus saith the Lord that created 
thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O 
Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, 
I have called thee by thy name; thou art 
mine. When thou passest through the waters, 
I will be with thee; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overflow thee: when thou 
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon 
thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy 
One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for 
thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. 
Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou 
hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: 
therefore will I give men for thee, and people 
for thy life. Fear not: for I am with thee: 
I will bring thy seed from the east, and 
gather thee from the west; I will say to the 
north. Give up; and to the south, Keep not 
back: bring my sons from far, and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth; even 
every one that is called by my name: for I 
have created him for my glory, I have formed 
him ; yea, I have made him. 

Bring forth the blind people that have 
eyes, and the deaf that have ears. Let all the 
nations be gathered together, and let the 
people be assembled: who among them can 


declare this, and shew us former things? 
let them bring forth their witnesses, that 
they may be 'justified: or let them hear, and 
say. It is truth. Ye are my witnesses, saith 
the Lord, and my servant whom I have 
chosen: that ye may know and believe me, 
and understand that I am he: before me 
there was no God formed, neither shall there 
be after me. I, even I, am the Lord; and 
beside me there is no saviour. I have de- 
clared, and have saved, and I have shewed, 
when there was no strange god among you: 
therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, 
that I am God. Yea, before the day was I 
am he; and there is none that can deliver 
out of my hand: I will work, and who shall 
let it? 

The Creator God 

Thus saith the Lord, your redeemer, the 
Holy One of Israel; For your sake I have; 
sent to Babylon, and have brought down all 
their nobles, and the Chaldeans, whose cry 
is in the ships. I am the Lord, your Holy 
One, the creator of Israel, your King. Thus 
saith the Lord, which maketh a way in the 
sea, and a path in the mighty waters; which 



bringeth forth the chariot and horse, the 
army and the power; they shall lie down 
together, they shall not rise: they are ex- 
tinct, they are quenched as tow. Remember 
ye not the former things, neither consider 
the things of old. Behold, I will do a new 
things now it shall spring forth; shall ye not 
know it? I will even make a way in the 
wilderness, and rivers in the desert. The 
beast of the field shall honour me, the 
dragons and the owls : because I give waters 
in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, 
to give drink to my people, my chosen. This 
people have I formed for myself; they shall 
shew forth my praise. 

His Immeasurable Love 

But thou hast not called upon me, O Jacob; 
but thou hast been weary of me, O Israel. 
Thou hast not brought me the small cattle 
of thy burnt offerings; neither hast thou 
honoured me with thy sacrifices. I have not 
caused thee to serve with an offering, nor 
wearied thee with incense. Thou hast bought 
me no sweet cane with money, neither hast 
thou filled me with the fat of thy sacrifices: 
but thou hast made me to serve with thy 
sins, thou hast wearied me with thine ini- 
quities. 

I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy 
transgressions for mine own sake, and will 
not remember thy sins. Put me in remem- 
brance: let us plead together: declare thou, 
that thou mayest be justified. Thy first 
father hath sinned, and thy teachers have 
transgressed against me. Therefore I have 
profaned the princes of the sanctuary, and 
have given Jacob to the curse, and Israel to 
reproaches. 

Yet now hear, O Jacob my servant; and 
Israel, whom I have chosen: thus saith the 
Lord that made thee, and formed thee from 
the womb, which will help thee; Fear not, 
O Jacob, my servant; and thou, Jesurun, 
whom I have chosen. For I will pour water 
upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the 
dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy 
seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring: 
and they shall spring up as among the grass, 
as willows by the water courses. One shall 
say, I am the Lord’s; and another shall 
call himself by the name of Jacob; and an- 
other shall subscribe with his hand unto the 
Lord, and surname himself by the name of 
Israel. 
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Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel* 
and his redeemer the Lord of hosts ; I am 
the first, and I am the last; and beside me 
there is no God. And who, as I, shall call, 
and shall declare it, and ' set it in order for 
me, since I appointed the ancient people? 
and the things that are coming, and shall 
come, let them shew unto them. Fear ye 
not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee 
from that time, and have declared it? ye 
are even my witnesses. Is there a God be- 
side me? yea, there is no God; I know not 
any. 

They that make a graven image are all of 
them vanity; and their delectable things 
shall not profit; and they are their own wit- 
nesses; they see not, nor know; that they 
may be ashamed. Who hath formed a god, 
or molten a graven image that is profitable 
for nothing? Behold, all his fellows shall 
be ashamed: and the workmen, they are of 
men: let them all be gathered together, let 
them stand up ; yet they shall fear, and they 
shall be ashamed together. 

The smith with the tongs both worketh in 
the coals, and fashioneth it with hammers, 
and worketh it with the strength of his arms : 
yea, he is hungry, and his strength faileth: 
he drinketh no water, and is faint. The 
carpenter stretcheth out his rule; he marketh 
it out with a line; he fitteth it with planes, 
and he marketh it out with the compass, and 
maketh it after the figure of a man, according 
to the beauty of a man ; that it may remain 
in the house. He heweth him down cedars, 
and taketh the cypress and the oak, which 
he strengtheneth for himself among the trees 
of the forest: he planteth an ash, and the 
rain doth nourish it. Then shall it be for a 
man to bum: for he will take thereof, and 
warm himself ; yea, he kindleth it, and baketh 
bread; yea, he maketh a god, and worship- 
ped! it; he maketh it a graven image, and 
faileth down thereto. He bumeth part there- 
of in the fire; with part thereof he eateth 
flesh; he roasteth roast, and is satisfied : yea, 
he warmeth himself, and saith. Aha, I am 
warm, I have seen the fire: and the residue 
thereof he maketh a god, even his graven 
image: he faileth down unto it, and wor- 
shipped! it, and prayeth unto it, and saith. 
Deliver me ; for thou art my god. 

They have not known nor understood: 
for he hath shut their eyes, that they cannot 
see; and their hearts, that they cannot 
understand. And none considered! in his 
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heart, neither is there knowledge nor under- 
standing to say, I have burned part of it in 
the fire; yea, iso I have baked bread upon 
the coals thereof; I have roasted flesh, and 
eaten it: and shall I make the residue thereof 
an abomination ? shall I fall down to the stock 
of a tree? He feedeth on ashes: a deceived 
heart hath turned him aside, that he cannot 
deliver his soul, nor say. Is there not a lie 
in my right hand? 

Remember- these, O Jacob and Israel; 
for thou art my servant: I have formed thee ; 
thou art my servant: O Israel, thou shall not 
be forgotten of me. I have blotted out, as 
a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a 
cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have 
redeemed thee. Sing, O ye heavens ; for the 
Lord hath done it: shout, ye lower parts of 
the earth: break forth Into singing, ye moun- 
tains, O forest, and every tree therein: for 
the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified 
himself in Israel. 

God's Choice of Cyrus 

Thus saith the Lord, thy redeemer, and 
he that formed thee from the womb, I am 
the Lord that maketh all things ; that stretch- 
eth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth 
abroad the earth by myself; that frustrateth 
the tokens of the liars, and maketh diviners 
mad; that tumeth wise men backward, and 
maketh their knowledge foolish; that con- 
firmeth the word of his servant, and per- 
formeth the counsel of his messengers; that 
saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited; 
and to the cities of Judah, Ye shall be built, 
and I will raise up the decayed places thereof : 
that saith to the deep. Be dry, and I will dry 
up thy rivers: that saith of Cyrus, He is my 
shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure : 
even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be 
built; and to the temple. Thy foundation 
shall be laid. 

Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to 
Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to 
subdue nations before him; and I will loose 
the loins of kings, to open before him the two 
leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut; 
I will go before thee, and make the crooked 
places straight: I will break in pieces the 
gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of 
iron: and I will give thee the treasures of 
darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, 
that thou mayest know that I, the Lord, 
which call thee by thy name, am the God 


of Israel. For Jacob my servant’s sake, and 
Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by 
thy name: I have sumamed thee, though 
thou hast not known me. I am the Lord, 
and there is none else, there is no God beside 
me: I girded thee, though thou hast not 
known me: that they may know from the 
rising of the sun, and from the west, that 
there is none beside me. I am the Lord, and 
there is none else. I form the light, and 
create darkness: I make peace, and create 
evil: I the Lord do all these things. 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and 
let the skies pour down righteousness: let 
the earth open, and let them bring forth 
salvation, and let righteousness spring up 
together; I the Lord have created it. 

Protesters Rebuked 

Woe unto him that striveth with his 
Maker! Let the potsherd strive with the 
potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay say to 
him that fashioneth it. What makest thou? 
or thy work. He hath no hands? Woe unto 
him that saith unto his father. What beget-, 
test thou? or to the woman. What hast thou 
brought forth? 

Thus saith the Lord, the Holy One of 
Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things to 
come concerning my sons, and concerning 
the work of my hands command ye me. I 
have made the earth, and created man upon 
it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the 
heavens, and all their host have I com- 
manded. I have raised him up in righteous- 
ness, and I will direct all his ways : he shall 
build my city, and he shall let go my cap- 
tives, not for price nor reward, saith the 
Lord of hosts. 

Thus saith the Lord, The labour of Egypt, 
and merchandise of Ethiopia and of the 
Sabeans, men of stature, shall come over 
unto thee, and they shall be thine : they shall 
come after thee; in chains they shall come 
over, and they shall fall down unto thee, 
they shall make supplication unto thee, say- 
ing, Surely God is in thee; and there is none 
else, there is no God. Verily thou art a God 
that hidest thyself, O God of Israel, the 
Saviour. They shall be ashamed, and also 
confounded, all of them: they shall go to 
confusion together that are makers of idols. 
But Israel shall be saved in the Lord with 
an everlasting salvation: ye shall not be 
ashamed nor confounded world without end. 
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A Just God and a Saviour 

For thus saith the Lord that created the 
heavens; God himself that formed the earth 
and made it; he hath established it* he created 
it not in vain* he formed it to be inhabited: 
I am the Lord; and there is none else. I 
have not spoken in secret* in a dark place of 
the earth: I said not unto the seed of Jacob* 
Seek ye me in vain: I the Lord speak 
righteousness* I declare things that are right. 

Assemble yourselves and come; draw near 
together* ye that are escaped of the nations: 
they have no knowledge that set up the wood 
of their graven image* and pray unto a god 
that cannot save. Tell ye* and bring them 
near; yea* let them take counsel together: 
who hath declared this from ancient time? 
who hath told it from that time? have not I 
the Lord? and there is no God else beside 
me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none 
beside me. Look unto me* and be ye saved* 
all the ends of the earth: for I am God* and 
there is none else. I have sworn by myself* 
the word is gone out of my mouth in 
righteousness* and shall not return* That 
unto me every knee shall bow* every tongue 
shall swear. Surely* shall one say* in the 
Lord have I righteousness and strength: 
even to him shall men come; and all that 
are incensed against him shall be ashamed. 
In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be 
justified* and shall glory. 

Helpless Idols 

Bel 1 boweth down* Nebo stoopeth* their 
idols were upon the beasts* and upon the 
cattle: your carriages were heavy loaden; 
they are a burden to the weary beast. They 
stoop* they bow down together; they could 
not deliver the burden* but themselves are 
gone into captivity. 

Hearken unto me* O house of Jacob* and 
all the remnant of the house of Israel* which 
are borne by me from the belly* which are 
carried from the womb : and even to your old 
age I am he; and even to hoar hairs will I 
carry you : I have made* and I will bear ; even 
I will carry* and will deliver you. To whom 
will ye liken me* and make me equal* and 
compare me* that we may be like? They 
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lavish gold out of the bag* and weigh silver 
in the balance* and hire a goldsmith; and he 
maketh it a god: they fall down* yea* they 
worship. They bear him upon the shoulder, 
they carry him* and set him in his place* and 
he standeth; from his place shall he not 
remove: yea* one shall cry unto him* yet can 
he not answer* nor save him out of his trouble. 

Remember this* and shew yourselves men: 
bring it again to mind* O ye transgressors. 
Remember the former things of old: for I 
am God* and there is none else; I am God* 
and there is none like me* declaring the end 
from the beginning* and from ancient times 
the things that are not yet done* saying* My 
counsel shall stand* and I will do all my 
pleasure: calling a ravenous bird from the 
east* the man that executeth my counsel 
from a far country: yea* I have spoken it* I 
will also bring it to pass ; I have purposed it* 
I will also do it. 

Hearken unto me* ye stouthearted* that 
are far from righteousness: I bring near my 
righteousness; it shall not be far off* and 
my salvation shall not tarry: and I will place 
salvation in Zion for Israel my glory. 

The Proud Lady of Babylon 

Come down* and sit in the dust* O virgin 
daughter of Babylon* sit on the ground: 
there is no throne* O daughter of the Chal- 
deans: for thou shalt no more be called 
tender and delicate. Take the millstones* 
and grind meal: uncover thy locks* make 
bare the leg* uncover the thigh* pass over the 
rivers. Thy nakedness shall be uncovered* 
yea* thy shame shall be seen: I will take 
vengeance* and I will not meet thee as a man. 
As for our redeemer* the Lord of hosts is his 
name* the Holy One of Israel. Sit thou silent* 
and get thee into darkness* O daughter of 
the Chaldeans: for thou shalt no more be 
called* The lady of kingdoms. I was wroth 
with my people* I have polluted mine in- 
heritance* and given them into thine hand: 
thou didst shew them no mercy; upon the 
ancient hast thou very heavily laid thy yoke. 
And thou saidst* I shall be a lady for ever: so 
that thou didst not lay these things to thy 
„ heart* neither didst remember the latter end 
of it. 


1 Bel and Nebo are mentioned as the gods of two of the principal cities; Bel was *God of the Air’* and Nebo 
the Babylonian counterpart of Mercury. The prophet’s picture is very striking. These gods are carried on the 
backs of cattle* a burden to the weary beast* but Jehovah has carried Israel from birth* and will continue to 
do so. 
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Therefore hear now this, thou that art 
given to pleasures, that dweliest carelessly, 
that sayest in thine heart, I am, and none 
else beside me; I shall not sit as a widow, 
neither shall I know the loss of children: but 
these two things shall come to thee in a 
moment in one day, the loss of children, and 
widowhood: they shall come upon thee in 
their perfection for the multitude of thy 
sorceries, and for the great abundance of 
thine enchantments. For thou hast trusted 
in thy wickedness: thou hast said. None 
seeth me. Thy wisdom and thy knowledge, 
it hath perverted thee; and thou hast said 
in thine heart, I am, and none else beside me. 
Therefore shall evil come upon thee; thou 
shalt not know from whence it riseth: and 
mischief shall fall upon thee; thou shalt not 
be able to put it off : and desolation shall come 
upon thee suddenly, which thou shalt not 
know. 

Stand now with thine enchantments, and 
with the multitude of thy sorceries, wherein 
thou hast laboured from thy youth; if so be 
thou shalt be able to profit, if so be thou 
mayest prevail. Thou art wearied in the 
multitude of thy counsels. Let now the 
astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly 
prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from 
these things that shall come upon thee. Be- 
hold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall 
bum them; they shall not deliver themselves 
from the power of the flame: there shall not 
be a coal to warm at, nor fire to sit before it. 
Thus shall they be unto thee with whom 
thou hast laboured, even thy merchants, 
from thy youth: they shall wander every one 
to his quarter; none shall save thee. 

The Redeemer God 

Hear ye this, O house of Jacob, which are 
called by the name of Israel, and are come 
forth out of the waters of Judah, which swear 
by the name of the Lord, and make mention 
of the God of Israel, but not in truth, nor in 
righteousness. For they call themselves of 
the holy city, and stay themselves upon the 
God of Israel; The Lord of hosts is his name. 
I have declared the former things from the 
beginning; and they went forth out of my 
mouth, and I shewed them; I did them 
suddenly, and they came to pass. Because I 
knew that thou art obstinate, and thy neck 
is an iron sinew, and thy brow brass ; I have 
even from the beginning declared it to thee; 


before it came to pass I shewed it thee: lest 
thou shouldest say. Mine idol hath done 
them, and my graven image, and my molten 
image, hath commanded them. Thou hast 
heard, see all this; and will not ye declare 
it? I have shewed thee new things from this 
time, even hidden things, and thou didst not 
know them. They are created now, and not 
from the beginning; even before the day 
when thou heardest them not; lest thou 
shouldest say. Behold, I knew them. Yea, 
thou heardest not; yea, thou knewest not; 
yea, from that time that thine ear was not 
opened: for I knew that thou wouldest deal 
very treacherously, and wast called a trans- 
gressor from the womb. For my name's sake 
will I defer mine anger, and for my praise will 
I refrain for thee, that I cut thee not off. 
Behold, I have refined thee, but not with 
silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace of 
affliction. For mine own sake, even for mine 
own sake, will I do it: for how should my 
name be polluted? and I will not give my 
glory unto another. 

Hearken unto me, O Jacob and Israel, my 
called; I am he; I am the first, I also am 
the last. Mine hand also hath laid the founda- 
tion of the earth, and my right hand hath 
spanned the heavens: when I call unto them, 
they stand up together. All ye, assemble 
yourselves, and hear; which among them 
hath declared these things? The Lord hath 
loved him: he will do his pleasure on Baby- 
lon, and his arm shall be on the Chaldeans. 
I, even I, have spoken; yea, I have called 
him: I have brought him, and he shall make 
his way prosperous. Come ye near unto me, 
hear ye this ; I have not spoken in secret from 
the beginning; from the time that it was, 
there am I: and now the Lord God, and his 
Spirit, hath sent me. 

Thus saith the Lord, thy Redeemer, the 
Holy One of Israel; I am the Lord thy God 
which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth 
thee by the way that thou shouldest go. O 
that thou hadst hearkened to my command- 
ments! then had thy peace been as a river, 
and thy righteousness as the waves of the 
sea: thy seed also had been as the sand, and 
the offspring of thy bowels like the gravel 
thereof; his name should not have been cut 
off nor destroyed from before me. 

Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from the 
Chaldeans, with a voice of singing declare 
ye, tell this, utter it even to the end of the 
earth; say ye. The Lord hath redeemed his 



servant Jacob. And they thirsted not when 
he led them through the deserts: he caused 
the waters to flow out of the rock for them: 
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he clave the rock also, and the waters gushed 
out. There is no peace, saith the L<5 rd, unto 
the wicked. 


LOOKING AHEAD Isaiah 49, 1 — 55, 13 

It is not possible to approach this section with quite the same freedom as the last The 
very sublimity of the passages would hardly permit it Then , in the course of Christian 
history, the words, apart from their context, have gathered meanings and associations, 
dear to believers that cannot, and perhaps ought not, to be left out of any consideration of 
this prophecy . Besides, Biblical scholarship, which has been drawn to give special study 
to the subject, bids us remember how profound and unfathomable is the mystery of this 
revelation . But if, as we read the chapters, we hear in them the Lord speaking of His 
servants , and find our hearts disposed to listen, to learn what is the task to be performed, 
and what is required of those who would do His Will, we may, in the words, catch the 
whisper of a message to ourselves . If with undaunted spirit we can make His Cause our 
own, bearing the shame, the suffering, the sacrifice that no servant of His can escape in a 
hostile world, then, like anointing oil, the words of promise, of favour and of triumph in 
these chapters will sanctify our dedication . 

The Lord 5 s Servant 

LISTEN, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye 
people, from far; The Lord hath called me 
from the womb; from the bowels of my 
mother hath he made mention of my name. 

And he hath made my mouth like a sharp 
sword; in the shadow of his hand hath he 
hid me, and made me a polished shaft; in his 
quiver hath he hid me; and said unto me. 

Thou art my servant , 1 O Israel, in whom I 
will be glorified. Then I said, I have laboured 
in vain, I have spent my strength for nought, 
and in vain : yet surely my judgment is with 
the Lord, and my work with my God. 

And now, saith the Lord that formed me 
from the womb to be his servant, to bring 
Jacob again to him, Though Israel be not 
gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of 
the Lord, and my God shall be my strength. 

And he said. It is a light thing that thou 
shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes 
of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of 
Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the 
Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation 
unto the end of the earth. 

The Lord that is Faithful 

Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer of Is- 


rael, and his Holy One, to him whom man 
despiseth, to him whom the nation abhorreth, 
to a servant of rulers. Kings shall see and 
arise, princes also shall worship, because of 
the Lord that is faithful, and the Holy One 
of Israel, and he shall choose thee. 

Thus saith the Lord, In an acceptable 
time have I heard thee, and in a day of salva- 
tion have I helped thee: and I will preserve 
thee, and give thee for a covenant of the 
people, to establish the earth, to cause to 
inherit the desolate heritages; that thou 
mayest say to the prisoners. Go forth; 
to them that are in darkness, Shew your- 
selves. They shall feed in the ways, and 
their pastures shall be in all high places. 
They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither 
shall the heat nor sun smite them : for he that 
hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by 
the springs of water shall he guide them. 
And I will make all my mountains a way, 
and my highways shall be exalted. Behold, 
these shall come from far: and, lo, these from 
the north and from the west; and these from 
the land of Sinim. Sing, O heavens; and be 
joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, 
O mountains: for the Lord hath comforted 
his people, and will have mercy upon his 
afflicted. ; ' ' ' ; ; J : 


1 It may be that the reference here is not to Israel as a whole, but to the Re m nant, the loyal Israel, the 
inner circle of faithful servants whose immediate duty would appear to be the conversion of all Israel. 
Others hold that it must refer to an individual. See also pp. 744, 752> 754 * 
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The Sacred Band 

But Zion said* The Lord hath forsaken 
me 5 and my Lord hath forgotten me. Can 
a woman forget her sucking child., that she 
should not have compassion on the son of 
her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I 
not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee 
upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are 
continually before me. Thy children shall 
make haste; thy destroyers and they that 
made thee waste shall go forth of thee. Lift 
up thine eyes round about, and behold: 
all these gather themselves together, and 
come to thee. As I live, saith the Lord, thou 
shalt surely clothe thee with them all, as 
with an ornament, and bind them on thee, 
as a bride doeth. For thy waste and thy 
desolate places, and the land of thy destruc- 
tion, shall even now be too narrow by reason 
of the inhabitants, and they that swallowed 
thee up shall be far away. The children 
which thou shalt have, after thou hast lost 
the other, shall say again in thine ears. The 
place is too strait for me: give place to me 
that I may dwell. Then shalt thou say in 
thine heart. Who hath begotten me these, 
seeing I have lost my children, and am deso- 
late, a captive, and removing to and fro ? and 
who hath brought up these? Behold, I was 
left alone; these, where had they been? 

Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I will 
lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up 
my standard to the people: and they shall 
bring thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters 
shall be carried upon their shoulders. And 
kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their 
queens thy nursing mothers: they shall bow 
down to thee with their face toward the 
earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet; and 
thou shalt know that I am the Lord: for 
they shall not be ashamed that wait for me. 

Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, 
or the lawful captive delivered? But thus 
saith the Lord, Even the captives of the 
mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of 
the terrible shall be delivered : for I will con- 
tend with him that contendeth with thee, 
and I will save thy children. And I will feed 
them that oppress thee with their own flesh; 
and they shall be drunken with their own 
blood, as with sweet wine: and all flesh shall 
know that I the Lord am thy Saviour and 
thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob. 

Thus saith the Lord, Where is the bill of 

1 Sec also pp. 744» 75 r, and 754. 


your mother’s divorcement, whom I have 
put away? or which of my creditors is it to 
whom I have sold you? Behold, for your 
iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for 
your transgressions is your mother put away. 
Wherefore, when I came, was there no man? 
when I called, was there none to answer? 
Is my hand shortened at all, that it cannot 
redeem? or have I no power to deliver? 
behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make 
the rivers a wilderness: their fish stinketh, 
because there is no water, and dieth for thirst. 
I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I 
make sackcloth their covering. 

THE LORD’S SERVANT Isa. 50, 4~9 

The point to he noted here is the suffering of the 
servant^ nobly and bravely home . He describes 
his experiences as a servant of God; first in his 
daily communion with his Lord , and then in his 
conflict with the world in the pursuit of Ms 
task . This has been severe , but he has not 
shrunk from it y and God has upheld Mm. 
Whether the speaker is a person , the Remnant) 
or Israel as a whole is an open question. 

The Lord God hath given me 1 the tongue 
of the learned, that I should know how to 
speak a word in season to him that is 
weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he 
wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned. 
The Lord God hath opened mine ear, and I 
was not rebellious, neither turned away back. 
I gave my back to the sxniters, and my cheeks 
to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not 
my face from shame and spitting. For the 
Lord God will help me; therefore shall I not 
be confounded: therefore have I set my face 
like a flint, and I know that I shall not be 
ashamed. He is near that justifieth me ; who 
will contend with me? let us stand together: 
who is mine adversary? let him come near to 
me. Behold, the Lord God will help me; 
who is he that shall condemn me? lo, they all 
shall wax old as a garment; the moth shall 
eat them up. 

Words of Encouragement 

Who is among you that feareth the Lord, 
that obeyeth the voice of Ms servant, that 
walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let 
him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay 
upon his God. Behold, all ye that kindle a 


Most authorities date the Servant Songs after the Exile. 
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fire* that compass yourselves about with 
sparks : walk in the light of your fire* and in 
the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall 
ye have of mine hand; ye shall lie down in 
sorrow. 

Hearken to me* ye that follow after 
righteousness* ye that seek the Lord: look 
unto the rock whence ye are hewn* and to 
the hole of the pit whence ye are digged. 
Look unto Abraham your father* and unto 
Sarah that bare you: for I called him alone* 
and blessed him* and increased him. For 
the Lord shall comfort Zion: he will 'comfort 
all her waste places; and he will make her 
wilderness like Eden* and her desert like the 
garden of the Lord; joy and gladness shall 
be found therein* thanksgiving* and the voice 
of melody. 

Hearken unto me* my people; and give 
ear unto me* O my nation: for a law shall 
proceed from me* and I will make my judg- 
ment to rest for a light of the people. My 
righteousness is near; my salvation is gone 
forth* and mine arms shall judge the people; 
the isles shall wait upon me* and on mine 
arm shall they trust. Lift up your eyes to the 
heavens* and look upon the earth beneath: 
for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke* 
and the earth shall wax old like a garment* 
and they that dwell therein shall die in like 
manner: but my salvation shall be for ever* 
and my righteousness shall not be abolished. 

Hearken unto me* ye that know righteous- 
ness* the people in whose heart is my law; 
fear ye not the reproach of men* neither be 
ye afraid of their revilings. For the moth 
shall eat them up like a garment* and the 
worm shall eat them like wool: but my 
righteousness shall be for ever* and my 
salvation from generation to generation. 

The Servant 9 $ Appeal 

Awake* awake* put on strength* O arm of 
the Lord; awake* as in the ancient days* in 
the generations of old. Art thou not it that 
hath cut Rahab* and wounded the dragon? 
Art thou not it which hath dried the sea* the 
waters of the great deep; that hath made 
the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed 
to pass over? Therefore the redeemed of the 
Lord shall return* and come with singing 
unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon 
their head: they shall obtain gladness and 
joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee 
away. 
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I* even I* am he that comforteth you: who 
art thou* that thou shouldest be afraid of a 
man that shall die* and of the son of man 
which shall be made as grass; and forgettest 
the Lord thy maker* that hath stretched forth 
the heavens* and laid the foundations of the 
earth; and hast feared continually every day 
because of the fury of the oppressor, as if he 
were ready to destroy? and where is the fury 
of the oppressor ? The captive exile hastened! 
that he may be loosed* and that he should not 
die in the pit* nor that his bread should fail. 
But I am the Lord thy God* that divided the 
sea* whose waves roared: The Lord of hosts 
is his name. And I have put my words in 
thy mouth* and I have covered thee in the 
shadow of mine hand* that I may plant the 
heavens* and lay the foundations of the earth* 
and say unto Zion* Thou art my people. 

Changes are Near 

Awake* awake* stand up* O Jerusalem* 
which hast drunk at the hand of the Lord 
the cup of his fury; thou hast drunken the 
dregs of the cup of trembling* and wrung 
them out. There is none to guide her among 
all the sons whom she hath brought forth; 
neither is there any that taketh her by the 
hand of all the sons that she hath brought up. 
These two things are come unto thee; who 
shall be sorry for thee? desolation* and de- 
struction* and the famine* and the sword: 
by whom shall I comfort thee? Thy sons 
have fainted* they lie at the head of all the 
streets* as a wild bull in a net: they are full 
of the fury of the Lord* the rebuke of thy 
God. 

Therefore hear now this* thou afflicted, 
and drunken* but not with wine: thus saith 
thy Lord the Lord* and thy God that plead- 
ed! the cause of his people* Behold* I have 
taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, 
even the dregs of the cup of my fury; thou 
shalt no more drink it again: but I will put 
it into the hand of them that afflict thee; 
which have said to thy soul, Bow down* that 
we may go over : and thou hast laid thy body 
as the ground* and as the street* to them that 
went over. 

The Herald of Salvation 

Awake, awake; put on thy strength* O 
Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O 
Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there 
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shall no more come into thee the uncircum- in a person . Whether it appeared so to the 
cised and the unclean. Shake thyself from contemporaries of the prophet , we cannot say , 
the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: Perhaps it would be better to concentrate on the 
loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O main content of the revelation , which is not the 

captive daughter of Zion* identity of the servant but the character and 

For thus saith the Lord, Ye have sold result of his service. Of that there is no better 
yourselves for nought; and ye shall be re- illustration and interpretation than the life and 
deemed without money. For thus saith the work of Christ . 

Lord God, My people went down aforetime 

into Egypt to sojourn there ; and the Assyrian Behold, my servant 1 shall deal prudently, 

oppressed them without cause. Now there- he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very 
fore, what have I here, saith the Lord, that high. As many were astonied at thee; his 
my people is taken away for nought? they visage was so marred more than any man, 
that rule over them make them to howl, saith and his form more than the sons of men: so 
the Lord; and my name continually every shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings 
day is blasphemed. Therefore my people shall shut their mouths at him: for that 
shall know my name: therefore they shall which had not been told them shall they see; 
know in that day that I am he that doth and that which they had not heard shall they 
speak : behold, it is L consider. 

How beautiful upon the mountains are Who hath believed our report? and to 
the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? For 
that published! peace; that bringeth good he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, 
tidings of good, that published! salvation; and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath 
that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! Thy no form nor comeliness; and when we shall 
watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the see him, there is no beauty that we should 
voice together shall they sing: for they shall desire him. He is despised and rejected of 
see eye to eye, when the Lord shall bring men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
again Zion. Break forth into joy, sing together, grief : and we hid as it were our faces from 
ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the Lord him; he was despised, and we esteemed him 
hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed not. 

Jerusalem. The Lord hath made bare his Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
holy arm in the eyes of ah the nations; and carried our sorrows : yet we did esteem him 
all the ends of the earth shall see the salva- stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But 
tion of our God. he was wounded for our transgressions, he 

Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from was bruised for our iniquities : the chastise- 

thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye out of ment of our peace was upon him; and with 

the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep 

veskels of the Lord. For ye shall not go out have gone astray; we have turned every one 

with haste, nor go by flight: for the Lord will to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on 

go before you; and the God of Israel will him the iniquity of us all. 
be your rereward. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought 

THE LORD’S SERVANT Isa. 52, 13 — 53, n as a lamb t0 slaughter, and as a sheep 

before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth 
It is hardly possible to read the following verses not his mouth. He was taken from prison 
without thinking of Him whose life and work and from judgment: and who shall declare 
they perfectly describe . If, however , we try his generation? for he was cut off out of the 
to separate our thoughts from the Biblical text land of the living: for the transgression of 
we still lean to the feeling that the 6 servant my people was he stricken. And he made 
in this passage is an individual. Many think his grave with the wicked, and with the rich 
dijf erently. They see Israel , real or ideal, as in his death ; because he had done no violence, 
the servant . But as we follow the revelation neither was any deceit in his mouth. 
through the songs it seems, to us, to begin with Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he 
the nation, pass through the refining experience hath put him to grief : when thou shalt make 
of the Remnant, and finally become crystallized his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his 
1 See also the notes to the Servant Songs on pp. 744, 751, and 752. 
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> se *^> he prolong his days, and the Righteousness, Strength, and Beauty 

l pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his J 

I hand. He shall see of the travail of his soul* ® thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, 

and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall ^ not comforted, behold, I will lay thy 
| my righteous servant justify many; for he s * ones with colours, and lay thy founda- 
shall bear their iniquities. Therefore will I ti ? ns witil sapphires. And I will make thy 
divide him a portion with the great, and he Endows of agates, and thy gates of car- 
| shall divide the spoil with the strong; be- huncles, and all thy borders of pleasant 

I cause he hath poured out his soul unto death : stones * And all thy children shall be taught 

I and he was numbered with the transgressors; t ^ ie ^ 0RD 1 ^ § reat shall be the peace of 

i and he bare the sin of many, and made inter- *^7 children. In righteousness shalt thou 
cession for the transgressors. established : thou shalt be far from oppres- 

sion; for thou shalt not fear : and from terror; 
for it shall not come near thee. Behold, they 
shall surely gather together, but not by me: 
_ . , not oear; whosoever shall gather together against thee 

break forth into singing, and cry aloud, thou shall fall for thy sake. Behold, I have created 

that didst not travail with child : for more are the smith that bloweth the coals in the fire, 

the children of the desolate than the children and that bringeth forth an instrument for his 

of the married wife, saith the Lord. Enlarge work; and I have created the waster to de~ 

the place of thy tent, and let them stretch stroy. No weapon that is formed against thee 

forth the curtains of thine habitations: spare shall prosper; and every tongue that shall 

not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy rise against thee in judgment thou shalt con- 

stakes; for thou shalt break forth on the right demn. This is the heritage 2 of the servants 

hand and on the left; and thy seed shall in- 0 f the Lord, and their righteousness is of 

herit the Gentiles, and make the desolate me> sa fth the Lord. 

cities to be inhabited. 

Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: ~ f , 

neither be thou confounded; for thou shalt y e Me Lora 

not be put to shame: for thou shalt forget the Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to 

shame of thy youth, and shalt not remem- the waters, and he that hath no money; come 
her the reproach ofthy widowhood any more, ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and 
For thy Maker is thine husband; 1 the Lord milk without money and without price, 
of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Wherefore do ye spend money for that which 
Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole is not bread? and your labour for that which 
earth shall he be called. For the Lord hath satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, 
called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved and eat ye that which is good, and let your 
in spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou wast soul delight itself in fatness. Incline your 
refused, saith thy God. For a small moment ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul 
have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies shall live; and I will make an everlasting 
will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my covenant with you, even the sure mercies of 
face from thee for a moment; but with ever- David. Behold, I have given him for a wit- 
lasting kindness will I have mercy on thee* ness to the people, a leader and commander 
saith the Lord thy Redeemer. to the people. Behold, thou shalt call a 

For this is as the waters of Noah unto me : nation that thou knowest not, and nations 
for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah that knew not thee shall run unto thee be- 
should no more go over the earth; so have I cause of the Lord thy God, and for the Holy 
sworn that I would not be wroth with thee. One of Israel; for he hath glorified thee, 
nor rebuke thee. For the mountains shall Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, 
depart, and the hills be removed; but my call ye upon him while he is near: let the 
kindness shall not depart from thee, neither wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
shall the covenant of my peace be removed, man his thoughts: and let him return unto 
saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee. the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; 

1 It is the nearness of God, of the Lord of Life and History, the closeness and affectionate character of His 
relation to His people, that are emphasized. 

2 What a heritage! Everyone may have the spirit and character of the Lord’s servant, and a place in His 
service. 


The Bond of Affection 
Sing, O barren, thou 
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and to our God, for he will abundantly par- 
don. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the 
Lord. For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways, and my .thoughts than your thoughts. 
For as the rain coraeth down, and the snow 
from heaven, and retumeth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth 
and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, 
and bread to the eater: so shall my word be 
that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall 


not return unto me void, but it shall accom- 
plish that which I please, and it shall prosper 
in the thing whereto I sent it. For ye shall 
go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: 
the mountains and the hills shall break forth 
before you into singing, and all the trees 
of the field shall clap their hands. Instead 
of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and 
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle 
tree: and it shall be to the Lord for a name, 
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut 
off. 


TOWARDS THE GOAL 

HOW OFTEN MAN IMPEDES THE HEAVENLY PLAN 

ISAIAH CHAPTERS 56, i— 66, 24 

Whatever he the explanation of the sudden change in thought and style at this point of 
the book s it very effectively draws our attention to the fact that human life, even that of 
religious people . , is a long way from what God meant it to be. In the picture before us* 
and it is not out of date? there is hardly an indication that men have had a divine revela- 
tion. They do not seem to be aware of the real scale and opportunity of their existence; 
much less do they enter into the purpose and service of God for bringing all mankind into 
the path of their true destiny. 


T HUS saith the Lord, Keep ye 
judgment, and do justice: for my 
salvation is near to come, and 
my righteousness to be revealed. 
Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the 
son pf man that lay e th hold on it ; thatkeepeth 
the sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth 
his hand from doing any evil. Neither let 
the son of the stranger, that hath joined him- 
self to the Lord, speak, saying, The Lord 
hath utterly separated me from his people: 
neither let the eunuch say. Behold, I am a 
dry tree. For thus saith the Lord unto the 
eunuchs that keep my sabbaths, and choose 
the things that please me, and take hold of 
my covenant; even unto them will I give 
in mine house and within my walls a place 
and a name better than of sons and of 
daughters: I will give them an everlasting 
name, that shall not be cut off. 

Also the sons of the stranger, that join 
themselves to the Lord, to serve him, and to 
love the name of the Lord, to be his servants, 
every one that keepeth the sabbath from pol- 
luting it, and taketh hold of my covenant; 


even them will I bring to my holy mountain, 
and make them joyful in my house of prayer: 
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine 
house shall be called an house of prayer for 
all people. The Lord God which gathereth 
the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I gather 
others to him, beside those that are gathered 
unto him. 

Every One for His Gain 

All ye beasts of the field, come to devour, 
yea, all ye beasts in the forest. His watch- 
men are blind: they are all ignorant, they are 
all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, 
lying down, loving to slumber. Yea, they are 
greedy dogs which can never have enough, 
and they are shepherds that cannot under- 
stand: they all look to their own way, every 
one for his gain, from his quarter. Come ye, 
say they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill 
ourselves with strong drink; and to morrow 
shall be as this day, and much more abun- 
dant. 



The righteous perisheth, and no man 
layeth it to heart: and merciful men are 
taken away, none considering that the right- 
eous is taken away from the evil to come. 
He shall enter into peace: they shall rest in 
their beds* each one walking in his upright- 
ness. 

But draw near hither, ye sons of the sor- 
ceress, the seed of the adulterer and the 
whore. Against whom do ye sport your- 
selves ? against whom make ye a wide mouth, 
and draw out the tongue ? are ye not children 
of transgression, a seed of falsehood, enfiam- 
ing yourselves with idols under every green 
tree, slaying the children in the valleys under 
the clifts of the rocks? Among the smooth 
stones of the stream is thy portion; they, 
they are thy lot: even to them hast thou 
poured a drink offering, thou hast offered a 
meat offering. Should I receive comfort in 
these? Upon a lofty and high mountain hast 
thou set thy bed: even thither wentest thou 
up to offer sacrifice. Behind the doors also 
and the posts hast thou set up thy remem- 
brance: for thou hast discovered thyself to 
another than me, and art gone up ; thou hast 
enlarged thy bed, and made thee a covenant 
with them ; thou lovedst their bed where thou 
sawest it. And thou wentest to the king with 
ointment, and didst increase thy perfumes, 
and didst send thy messengers far off, and 
didst debase thyself even unto hell. Thou 
art wearied in the greatness of thy way; yet 
saidst thou not. There is no hope : thou hast 
found the life of thine hand; therefore thou 
wast not grieved. 

And of whom hast thou been afraid or 
feared, that thou hast lied, and hast not 
remembered me, nor laid it to thy heart? 
have not I held my peace even of old, and 
thou fearest me not? I will declare thy 
righteousness and thy works; for they shall 
not profit thee. When thou criest, let thy 
companies deliver thee; but the wind shall 
carry them all away; vanity shall take them : 
but he that putteth his trust in me shall 
possess the land, and shall inherit my holy 
mountain; and shall say. Cast ye up, cast ye 
up, prepare the way, take up the stumbling- 
block out of the way of my people. 

The Longsuffering God 

For thus saith the high and lofty One that 
inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I 
dwell in the high and holy place, with him 
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also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, 
to revive the spirit of the humble, and to 
revive the heart of the contrite ones. For I 
will not contend for ever, neither will I be 
always wroth: for the spirit should fail before 
me, and the souls which I have made. For 
the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth, 
and smote him : I hid me, and was wroth, and 
he went on frowardly in the way of his heart. 
I have seen his ways, and will heal him: I 
will lead him also, and restore comforts unto 
him and to his mourners. I create the frnit 
of the lips; Peace, peace to him that is far off, 
and to him that is near, saith the Lord; and 
I will heal him. But the wicked are like the 
troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose 
waters cast up mire and dirt. There is no 
peace, saith my God, to the wicked. 

True and False Religion 

Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like 
a trumpet, and shew my people their trans- 
gression, and the house of Jacob their sins. 
Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know 
my ways, as a nation that did righteousness, 
and forsook not the ordinance of their God: 
they ask of me the ordinances of justice; 
they take delight in approaching to God. 
Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and 
thou seest not? wherefore have we afflicted 
our soul, and thou takest no knowledge? 
Behold, in the day of your fast ye find plea- 
sure, and exact all your labours. Behold, ye 
fast for strife and debate, and to smite with 
the fist of wickedness : ye shall not fast as ye 
do this day, to make your voice to be heard 
on high. Is it such a fast that I have chosen? 
a day for a man to afflict his soul ? is it to bow 
down his head as a bulrush, and to spread 
sackcloth and ashes under him? wilt thou 
call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the 
Lord ? Is not this the fast that I have chosen? 
to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo 
the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed 
go free, and that ye break every yoke? Is it 
not to deal thy bread to the hungry,, and that 
thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy 
house ? when thou seest the naked, that thou 
cover him; and that thou hide not thyself 
from thine own flesh? Then shall thy light 
break forth as the morning, and thine health 
shall spring forth speedily : and thy righteous- 
ness shall go before thee; the glory of the 
Lord shall be thy rereward. 

Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall 
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answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall say. Here 
I am- If thou take away from the midst of 
thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, 
and speaking vanity; and if thou draw out 
thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the 
afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in 
obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noon 
day: and the Lord shall guide thee con- 
tinually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and 
make fat thy bones : and thou shalt be like a 
watered garden, and like a spring of water, 
whose waters fail not* And they that shall be 
of thee shall build the old waste places: thou 
'shalt raise up the foundations of many genera- 
tions; and thou shalt be called. The repairer 
of the breach. The restorer of paths to 
dwell in. 

If thou turn away thy foot from the sab- 
bath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy 
day; and call the sabbath a delight, the 
holy of the Lord, honourable; and shalt 
honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor 
finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking 
thine own words: then shalt thou delight 
thyself in the Lord; and I will cause thee to 
ride upon the high places of the earth, and 
feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy 
father; for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it. 

None Calleth for Justice 

Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, 
that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, 
that it cannot hear: but your iniquities have 
separated between you and your God, and 
your sins have hid his face from you, that he 
will not hear. For your hands are defiled with 
blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your 
lips have spoken lies, your tongue hath mut- 
tered perverseness. None calleth for justice, 
nor any pleadeth for truth: they trust in 
vanity, and speak lies; they conceive mis- 
chief, and bring forth iniquity. They hatch 
cockatrice’ eggs, and weave the spider’s 
web: he that eateth of their eggs dieth, and 
that which is crushed breaketh out into a 
viper. Their webs shall not become gar- 
ments, neither shall they cover themselves 
with their works; their works are works of 
iniquity, and the act of violence is in their 
hands. Their feet run to evil, and they make 
haste to shed innocent blood: their thoughts 
are thoughts of iniquity; wasting and destruc- 
tion are in their paths. The way of peace 
they know not; and there is no judgment in 


their goings: they have made them crooked 
paths: whosoever goeth therein shall not 
know peace. 

Therefore is judgment far from us, neither 
doth justice overtake us: we wait for light, 
but behold obscurity; for brightness, but we 
walk in darkness. We grope for the wall like 
the blind, and we grope as if we had no eyes: 
we stumble at noon day as in the night; we 
are in desolate places as dead men. We roar 
all like bears, and mourn sore like doves: we 
look for judgment, but there is none; for 
salvation, but it is far off from us. For our 
transgressions are multiplied before thee, 
and our sins testify against us : for our trans- 
gressions are with us ; and as for our iniquities, 
we know them; in transgressing and lying 
against the Lord, and departing away from 
our God, speaking oppression and revolt, 
conceiving and uttering from the heart words 
of falsehood. And judgment is turned away 
backward, and justice standeth afar off: for 
truth is fallen in the street, and equity can- 
not enter. Yea, truth faileth; and he that 
departeth from evil maketh himself a prey: 
and the Lord saw it, and it displeased him 
that there was no judgment. 

His Arm Brought Salvation 

And he saw that there was no man, and 
wondered that there was no intercessor: 
therefore his arm brought salvation unto 
him; and his righteousness, it sustained him. 
For he put on righteousness as a breastplate, 
and an helmet of salvation upon his head; 
and he put on the garments of vengeance for 
clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloke. 
According to their deeds, accordingly he will 
repay, fury to his adversaries, recompence to 
his enemies; to the islands he will repay 
recompence. So shall they fear the name of 
the Lord from the west, and his glory from 
the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall 
come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
shall lift up a standard against him. And the 
Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto 
them that turn from transgression in Jacob, 
saith the Lord. As for me, this is my cove- 
nant with them, saith the Lord; My spirit 
that is upon thee, and my words which I have 
put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy 
mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, 
nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, 
saith the Lord, from henceforth and for 
ever. 
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| ULTIMATE TRIUMPH Isaiah 60, 1-66, 24 

These last pages are not easy to follow* They do not form a connected narrative , but are 
more like loose leaves of prophecy that have been brought together at the end of the book 
because they were too valuable to lose . They all contain, though put in different ways, 
news of God's ultimate triumph , and picture it as the triumph of righteousness . It is 
righteousness , His righteousness in the lives of His servant-people, that will make cities 
and nations glorious, and bring salvation to all mankind . 


ARISE, shine; for thy light is come, and the 
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, 
behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, 
and gross darkness the people: but the Lord 
shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be 
seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come 
to thy light, and kings to the brightness of 
thy rising. 

Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: 
all they gather themselves together, they 
come to thee : thy sons shall come from far, 
and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. 
Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and 
thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; be- 
cause the abundance of the sea shall be con- 
verted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles 
shall come unto thee. The multitude of 
camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries of 
Midian and Ephah; all they from Sheba 
shall come: they shall bring gold and in- 
cense; and they shall shew forth the praises 
of the Lord. All the flocks of Kedar shall 
be gathered together unto thee, the rams of 
Nebaioth shall minister unto thee : they shall 
come up* with acceptance on mine altar, and 
I will glorify the house of my glory. Who 
are these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves 
to their windows ? Surely the isles shall wait 
for me, and the ships of Tarshish first, to 
... bring thy sons from far, their silver and their 

gold with them, unto the name of the Lord 
thy God, and to the Holy One of Israel, 
because he hath glorified thee. 

The City of the Lord 

And the sons of strangers shall build up 
thy walls, and their kings shall minister unto 
thee: for in my wrath I smote thee, but in 
my favour have I had mercy on thee. There- 
fore thy gates shall be open continually ; they 
shall not be shut day nor night; that men 
may bring unto thee the forces of the Gen- 
tiles, and that their kings may be brought. 
For the nation and kingdom that will not 
l serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations 
shall be utterly wasted. The glory of Lebanon 


shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine 
tree, and the box together, to beautify the 
place of my sanctuary; and I will make the 
place of my feet glorious. The sons also of 
them that afflicted thee shall come bend- 
ing unto thee; and all they that despised thee 
shall bow themselves down at the soles of 
thy feet; and they shall call thee, The city 
of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of 
Israel. 

Thy God Thy Glory 

Whereas thou hast been forsaken and 
hated, so that no man went through thee, I 
will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy 
of many generations. Thou shalt also suck 
the milk of the Gentiles, and shalt suck the 
breast of kings : and thou shalt know that I 
the Lord am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, 
the mighty One of Jacob. For brass I will 
bring gold, and for iron I will bring silver, 
and for wood brass, and for stones iron: I 
will also make thy officers peace, and thine 
exactors righteousness. Violence shall no 
more be heard in thy land, wasting nor de- 
struction within thy borders; but thou shalt 
call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise. 
The sun shall be no more thy light by day; 
neither for brightness shall the moon give 
light unto thee: but the Lord shall be unto 
thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy 
glory* Thy sun shall no more go down; 
neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for 
the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, 
and the days of thy mourning shall be ended. 
Thy people also shall be all righteous: they 
shall inherit the land for ever, the branch of 
my planting, the work of my hands, that I 
may be glorified. A little one shall become a 
thousand, and a small one a strong nation: 
I the Lord will hasten it in his time. 

The Acceptable Year of the Lord 

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; 
because the Lord hath anointed me to 
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preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath 
sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to them that are bound ; 
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, 1 
and the day of vengeance of our God; to 
comfort all that mourn ; to appoint unto them 
that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty 
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the 
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; 
that they might be called trees of righteous- 
ness, the planting of the Lord, that he might 
be glorified. 


Ministers of our God 

And they shall build the old wastes, they 
shall raise up the former desolations, and 
they shaE repair the waste cities, the desola- 
tions of many generations. And strangers 
shall stand and feed your flocks, and the 
sons of the alien shall be your plowmen and 
your vinedressers. But ye shall be named the 
Priests of the Lord: men shall call you the 
Ministers of our God : ye shall eat the riches 
of the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye 
boast yourselves. For your shame ye shall 
have double; and for confusion they shall 
rejoice in their portion: therefore in their 
land they shall possess the double: everlast- 
ing joy shall be unto them. For I the Lord 
love judgment, I hate robbery for burnt 
offering; and I will direct their work in truth, 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with 
them. And their seed shall be known among 
the Gentiles, and their offspring among the 
people: all that see them shall acknowledge 
them, that they are the seed which the Lord 
hath blessed. 


Righteousness and Praise 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul 
shall be joyful in my God ; for he hath clothed 
pie with the garments of salvation, he hath 
covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decketh himself with orna- 
ments, and as a bride adometh herself with 
her jewels. For as the earth bringeth forth 
her bud, and as the garden causeth the things 
that are sown in it to spring forth; so the 
Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring forth before all the nations. 


A City not Forsaken 

For Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, 
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until 
the righteousness thereof go forth as bright- 
ness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that 
burnetii. And the Gentiles shall see thy 
righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and 
thou shalt be called by a new name, which 
the mouth of the Lord shall name. Thou 
shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of 
the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand 
of thy God. Thou shalt no more be termed 
Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more 
be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called 
Hephzi-bah, and thy land Beulah: for the 
Lord delighteth in thee, and thy land shall 
be married. For as a young man marrieth a 
virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee: and as 
the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so 
shall thy God rejoice over thee. 

I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O 
Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace 
day nor night: ye that make mention of the 
Lord, keep not silence, and give him no rest, 
till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem 
a praise in the earth. The Lord hath sworn 
by his right hand, and by the arm of his 
strength. Surely I will no more give thy com 
to be meat for thine enemies ; and the sons 
of the stranger shall not drink thy wine, for 
the which thou hast laboured: but they that 
have gathered it shall eat it, and praise the 
Lord ; and they that have brought it together 
shall drink it in the courts of my holiness. 

Go through, go through the gates; prepare 
ye the way of the people; cast uf>, cast up the 
highway; gather out the stones ; lift up a stan- 
dard for the people. Behold, the Lord hath 
proclaimed unto the end of the world. Say 
ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy salva- 
tion cometh; behold, his reward is with him, 
and his work before him. And they shall 
call them, The holy people. The redeemed 
of the Lord : and thou shalt be called. Sought 
out, A city not forsaken. 

The Avenger 

Who is this that cometh from Edom, with 
dyed garments from Bozrah? this that is 
glorious in his apparel, travelling in the great- 
ness of his strength ? I that speak in righteous- 
ness, mighty to save. Wherefore art thou red 


1 It is worth observing that our Lord stopped at this point when applying this passage to His own ministry, 
Luke 4, 18-19. 
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A NEW ORDER OF CIVILIZATION IS WAITING TO BE BUILT 


But when , and by wham, mil it be brought into being? If we are not blind to the revela- 
tionoftfns book, the only order of civilization that can last and be a blessing to allnations 
ts that which God has planned, and which He has called His true and loyal servants 
at all cost of personal sacrifice to build \ 


in thine apparel, and thy garments like him 
that treadeth in the winefat? I have trodden 
the winepress alone; and of the people there 
was none with me: for I will tread them in 
mine anger, and trample them in my fury; 
and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my 
garments, and I will stain all my r aim ent. 
For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, 
and the year of my redeemed is come. And 
I looked, and there was none to help; and 
I wondered that there was none to uphold: 
therefore mine own arm brought salvation 
unto me; and my fury, it upheld me. And 
I will tread down the people in mine anger, 
and make them drunk in my fury, and I will 
bring down their strength to the earth. 


The Saviour 


I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the 
Lord, and the praises of the Lord, accord- 
ing to all that the Lord hath bestowed on us, 
and the great goodness toward the house of 
Israel, which he hath bestowed on them 
according to his mercies, and according to 
the multitude of his lovingkindnesses. For 
he said, Surely they are my people, children 
that will not lie: so he was their Saviour. In 
all their affliction he was afflicted, and the 
angel of his presence saved them: in his love 
and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bare 
them, and carried them all the days of old. 

But they rebelled, and vexed his holy 
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Spirit; therefore he was turned to be their 
enemy, and he fought against them. Then 
he remembered the days of old, Moses, and 
his' people, saying. Where is he that brought 
them up out of the' sea with the shepherd of 
his flock? where is he that put his holy Spirit 
within him ? That led them by the right hand 
of Moses with his glorious arm, dividing the 
water before them, to make himself an ever- 
lasting name? That led them through the 
deep, as an horse in the wilderness, that they 
should not stumble? As a beast goeth down 
into the valley, the Spirit of the Lord caused 
him to rest: so didst thou lead thy people, to 
make thyself a glorious name. 

Look down from heaven, and behold from 
the habitation of thy holiness and of thy glory : 
where is thy zeal and thy strength, the sound- 
ing of thy bowels and of thy mercies toward 
me? are they restrained? Doubtless thou 
art our father, though Abraham be ignorant 
of us, and Israel acknowledge us not: thou, 
O Lord, art our father, our redeemer; thy 
name is from everlasting. O Lord, why hast 
thou made us to err from thy ways, and 
hardened our heart from thy fear? Return 
for thy servants 5 sake, the tribes of thine in- 
heritance. The people of thy holiness have 
possessed it but a little while : our adversaries 
have trodden down thy sanctuary. We are 
thine : thou never barest rule over them ; they 
were not called by thy name. 

Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, 
that thou wouldest come down, that the 
mountains might flow down at thy presence, 
as when the melting fire burneth, the fire 
causeth the waters to boil, to make thy name 
known to thine adversaries, that the nations 
may tremble at thy presence! When thou 
didst terrible things which we looked not for, 
thou earnest down, the mountains flowed 
down at thy presence. For since the begin- 
ning of the world men have not heard, nor 
perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye 
seen, O God, beside thee, what he hath pre- 
pared for him that waiteth for him. Thou 
meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh 
righteousness, those that remember thee in 
thy ways: behold, thou art wroth; for we 
.have sinned: in those is continuance, and we 
shall be saved. But we are all as an unclean 
thing, and all our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and 
our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us 
away. And there is none that calleth upon 
thy name, that stirreth up himself to take 


hold of thee : for thou hast hid thy face from 
us, and hast consumed us, because of our 
iniquities. 

But now, O Lord, thou art our father; we 
are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all 
are the work of thy hand. Be not wroth very 
sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity for 
ever: behold, see, we beseech thee, we are all 
thy people. Thy holy cities are a wilderness, 
Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation. 
Our holy and our beautiful house, where our 
fathers praised thee, is burned up with fire: 
and all our pleasant things are laid waste. 
Wilt thou refrain thyself for these things, O 
Lord ? wilt thou hold thy peace, and afflict 
us very sore? 

The God of Truth 

I am sought of them that asked not for me ; 
I am found of them that sought me not: 
I said. Behold me, behold me, unto a nation 
that was not called by my name. I have 
spread out my hands all the day unto a 
rebellious people, which walketh in a way 
that was not good, after their own thoughts; 
a people that provoketh me to anger con- 
tinually to my face; that sacrificeth in gar- 
dens, and burneth incense upon altars of 
brick; which remain among the graves, and 
lodge in the monuments, which eat swine's 
flesh, and broth of abominable things is in 
their vessels; which say, Stand by thyself, 
come not near to me; for I am holier than 
thou. These are a smoke in my nose, a fire 
that burneth all the day. Behold, it is written 
before me: I will not keep silence, but will 
recompense, even recompense into their 
bosom, your iniquities, and the iniquities of 
your fathers together, saith the Lord, which 
have burned incense upon the mountains, 
and blasphemed me upon the hills: there- 
fore will I measure their former work into 
their bosom. 

Thus saith the Lord, As the new wine is 
found in the cluster, and one saith. Destroy 
it not; for a blessing is in it: so will I do for 
my servants 5 sakes, that I may not destroy 
them all. And I will bring forth a seed out 
of Jacob, and out of Judah an inheritor of my 
mountains : and mine elect shall inherit it, 
and my servants shall dwell there. And 
Snaron shall be a fold of flocks, and the 
valley of Achor a place for the herds to lie 
down in, for my people that have sought me. 
But ye are they that forsake the Lord, that 
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forget my holy mountains that prepare a 
table for that troops and that furnish the 
drink offering unto that number. Therefore 
will I number you to the swords and ye shall 
all bow down to the slaughter: because when 
I called* ye did not answer; when I spake* ye 
did not hear; but did evil before mine eyes, 
and did choose that wherein I delighted not. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God* Be- 
holds my servants shall eats but ye shall be 
hungry: beholds my servants shall drinks but 
ye shall be thirsty: beholds my servants shall 
rejoices but ye shall be ashamed: beholds my 
servants shall sing for joy of hearts but ye 
shall cry for sorrow of hearts and shall howl 
for vexation of spirit. And ye shall leave your 
name for a curse unto my chosen: for the 
Lord God shall slay thee, and call his serv- 
ants by another name: that he who blesseth 
himself in the earth shall bless himself in the 
God of truth; and he that sweareth in the 
earth shall swear by the God of truth ; because 
the former troubles are forgotten* and be- 
cause they are hid from mine eyes. 

Be ye Glad and Rejoice 

For* behold* I create new heavens and a 
new earth: and the former shall not be 
remembered* nor come into mind. But be 
ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which 
I create: for* behold* I create Jerusalem a 
rejoicing* and her people a joy. And I will 
rejoice in Jerusalems and joy in my people: 
and the voice of weeping shall be no more 
heard in her* nor the voice of crying. There 
shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor 
an old man that hath not filled his days: for 
the child shall die an hundred years old; but 
the sinner being an hundred years old shall 
be accursed. Amd they shall build houses* 
and inhabit them; and they shall plant vine- 
yards* and eat the fruit of them. They shall 
not build* and another inhabit; they shall not 
plant* and another eat: for as the days of a 
tree are the days of my people* and mine 
elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
They shall not labour in vain* nor bring forth 
for trouble; for they are the seed of the 
blessed of the Lord* and their offspring with 
them. And it shall come to pass* that before 
they call* I will answer; and while they are 
yet speaking* I will hear. The wolf and the 
lamb shall feed together* and the lion shall 
eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be 
the serpent’s meat. They shall not hurt nor 
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destroy in all my holy mountain* saith the 
Lord. 


Let the Lord he Glorified 

Thus saith the Lord, The heaven is my 
throne* and the earth is my footstool: where 
is the house that ye build unto me? and 
where is the place of my rest? For all those 
things hath mine hand made* and all those 
things have been* saith the Lord: but to this 
man will I look, even to him that is poor and 
of a contrite spirit* and trembleth at my 
word. He that killeth an ox is as if he slew a 
man; he that sacrificeth a lamb* as if he cut 
off a dog’s neck; he that offereth an oblation* 
as if he offered swine’s blood; he that bum- 
eth incense* as if he blessed an idol. Yea* 
they have chosen their own ways* and their 
soul delighteth in their abominations. I also 
will choose their delusions* and will bring 
their fears upon them; because when I called* 
none did answer; when I spake* they did 
not hear: but they did evil before mine eyes* 
and chose that in which I delighted not. 

Hear the word of the Lord* ye that tremble 
at his word; Your brethren that hated you* 
that cast you out for my name’s sake* said* 
Let the Lord be glorified : but he shall appear 
to your joy* and they shall be ashamed. A 
voice of noise from the city* a voice from the 
temple* a voice of the Lord that rendered! 
recompence to his enemies. 

Before she travailed* she brought forth; 
before her pain came* she was delivered of a 
man child. Who hath heard such a thing? 
who hath seen such things? Shall the earth 
be made to bring forth in one day? or shall 
a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion 
travailed* she brought forth her children. 
Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to 
bring forth? saith the Lord: shall I cause to 
bring forth* and shut the womb? saith thy 
God. 

Rejoice ye with Jerusalem* and be glad 
with her* all ye that love her: rejoice for joy 
with her, all ye that mourn for her: that ye 
may suck* and be satisfied with the breasts 
of her consolations; that ye may milk out* 
and be delighted with the abundance of her 
glory. For thus saith the Lord* Behold* I 
will extend peace to her like a river* and the 
glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream: 
then shall ye suck* ye shall be borne upon 
her sides* and be dandled upon her knees. 
As one whom his mother comforteth, so will 
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I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in 
Jerusalem, And when ye see tMs, your heart 
shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish 
like an herb: and die hand of the Lord shall 
be known toward his servants, and Ms indig- 
nation toward Ms enemies. 

For, behold, the Lord will come with 
fire, and with Ms chariots like a whirlwind, 
to render Ms anger with fury, and Ms rebuke 
with flames of fire. For by fire and by Ms 
sword will the Lord plead with all flesh: and 
the slain of the Lord shall be many. They 
that sanctify themselves, and purify them- 
selves in the gardens behind one tree in the 
midst, eating swine's flesh, and the abomina- 
tion, and the mouse, shall be consumed 
together, saith the Lord. 

For I know their works and their thoughts : 
it shall come, that I will gather all nations 
and tongues; and they shall come, and see 
my glory. And I will set a sign among them, 
and I will send those that escape of them 
unto the nations, to TarsMsh, Pul, and Lud, 
that draw the bow, to Tubal, and Javan, to 


the isles afar off, that have not heard my 
fame, neither have seen my glory; and they 
shall declare my glory among the Gentiles. 
And they shall bring all your brethren for an 
offering unto the Lord out of all nations upon 
horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and 
upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to my 
holy mountain Jerusalem, saith the Lord, as 
the children of Israel bring an offering in a 
clean vessel into the house of the Lord. And 
I wil also take of them for priests and for 
Levites, saith the Lord, 

For as the new heavens and the new earth, 
wMch I will make, shall remain before me, 
saith the Lord, so shall your seed and your 
name remain. And it shall come to pass, 
that from one new moon to another, and 
from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh 
come to worsMp before me, saith the Lord. 
And they shall go forth, and look upon the 
carcases of the men that have transgressed 
against me: for their worm shall not die, 
neither shall their fire be quenched ; and they 
shall be an abhorring unto all flesh. 




J E R E M Z A H 

A MAN OF GOD AT A TIME OF COLLAPSE 

Isaiah had to face a national crisis . Jeremiah’s task was even more stupendous . He had 
to face the complete collapse and dissolution of the kingdom. He had to announce its end, 
see it accomplished} and himself suffer in the disaster . The situation called for something 
more than a right outlook on life . Besides, Isaiah had already shown what that outlook 
should be. He had told his fellow countrymen that patriotism was not enough . They 
were first and foremost children of God, and their relation to God was more important 
than their relation to the other nations of the world. For God was not a national God. 
He was the God of the universe , and they must widen their outlook to a world-view, and 
to a world-view on the lines of God’s plan . Having, therefore, heard from Isaiah the 
right outlook, they are now taught, in the unfolding of the inner experience of Jeremiah, 
the right spirit in which to meet the situations that arise in the world, even when they are 
catastrophic and overwhelming. So, in this study, we shall read the book of Jeremiah for 
the self-revelation of the man. In this particular case, it seems to us, the message of the 
book is to be found more in the person of the prophet than in his prophecies. 


THE PROPHET’S CALL 

T HE words of Jeremiah the son of 
Hilkiah, of the priests that were in 
Anathoth in the land of Benjamin: 
to whom the word of the Lord came 
in the days of Josiah the son of Amon king of 
Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. It 
came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of 
Josiah king of Judah, unto the end of the 
eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah 
king of Judah, unto the carrying away of 
Jerusalem captive in the fifth month* 

Child of God 

Then the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying. Before I formed thee in the belly I 
knew thee; and before thou earnest forth out 
of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained 
thee a prophet unto the nations. Then said 
I, Ah, Lord God! behold, I cannot speak: 
for I am a child. But the Lord said unto me. 
Say not, I am a child : for thou shalt go to all 
that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I com- 
mand thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid of 
their faces : for I am with thee to deliver thee, 
saith the Lord. Then the Lord put forth his 
hand, and touched my mouth. And the Lord 
said unto me. Behold, I have put my words 
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in thy mouth. See, I have this day set thee 
over the nations and over the kingdoms, 
to root out, and to pull down, and to de- 
stroy, and to throw down, to build, and to 
plant. 

What Seest Thou? 

Moreover the word of the Lord came unto 
me, saying, Jeremiah, what seest thou? And 
I said, I see a rod of an almond tree. Then 
said the Lord unto me. Thou hast well seen: 
for I will hasten my word to perform it. 

And the word of the Lord came unto me 
the second time, saying. What seest thou? 
And I said, I see a seething pot; and the face 
thereof is toward the north. Then the Lord 
said unt o me. Out of the north an evil shall 
break forth upon all the inhabitants of the 
land. For, lo, I will call all the families of the 
kingdoms of the north, saith the Lord; and 
they shall come, and they shall set every one 
his throne at the entering of the gates of 
Jerusalem, and against all the walls thereof 
round about, and against all the cities of 
Judah. And I will utter my judgments 
against them touching all their wickedness, 
who have forsaken me, and have burned 
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incense unto other gods, and worshipped the 
.works of their own hands. Thou therefore 
gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto 
them ail that I command thee: be not dis- 
mayed at their faces, lest I confound thee 
before them. For, behold, I have made thee 
this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, 


and brasen walls against the whole land, 
against the kings of Judah, against the princes 
thereof, against the priests thereof, and 
against the people of the land. And they shall 
fight against thee; but they shall not prevail 
against thee; for I am with thee, saith the 
Lord, to deliver thee. 


THE PERPLEXED SERVANT OF GOD 

THE INNER CONFLICT BETWEEN DESIRE AND DUTY 

JEREMIAH CHAPTERS 2, i— 20, 18 

When a man looks on life in the light of the divine revelation he has no doubt about his 
own place in the scheme of things. He is the servant of God, and that relationship satis- 
fies him. It explains his existence , and orders his steps aright . What this service may 
mean we shall learn from the Unknown Prophet of Isaiah IL Perhaps his picture owes 
something to the life-story given here . For it is in Jeremiah that we see this conception 
first taking shape in human form. He was, we are told, a mere lad when life for him 
assumed the character of service for God. Then, and often later, he shrank from the 
great work he was called to perform . He loved his people, his country, his city. How 
could he prophesy doom to them? In his dilemma he drew mar and nearer still to God, 
daring to make known to Him his problem, and to speak with Him, as a trusted servant 
might converse with a beloved master . And his Lord was gracious, enlightening his eyes 
and fortifying his spirit with the knowledge that would solve this perplexity. Look, says 
God, at the character of the people , your people and My people, at their temper and 
spirit; that will helpyou to understand the position. The first essentials of the servant of 
the Lord are a keen moral sense and the spiritual insight that clarifies judgement. 

M OREOVER the word of the Lord shadow of death, through a land that no man 
came to me, saying. Go and cry passed through, and where no man dwelt? 
in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, And I brought you into a plentiful country, 
*Thus saith die Lord; I re- to eat the fruit thereof and the goodness 
member thee, the kindness of thy youth, the thereof; but when ye entered, ye defiled my 
love of thine espousals, when thou wentest land, and made mine heritage an abomina- 
after me in the wilderness, in a land that was tion. The priests said not. Where is the 
not sown. Israel was holiness unto the Lord, Lord? and they that handle the law knew 
and the firstfruits of his increase: all that de- me not: the pastors also transgressed against 
vour him shall offend; evil shall come upon me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and 
them, saith the Lord. walked after things that do not profit. 

Hear ye the word of the Lord, O house of Wherefore I will yet plead with you, saith 

Jacob, and all the families of the house of the Lord, and with your cliildren’s children 
Israel: Thus saith the .Lord, What iniquity will I plead. For pass over the isles .of Chit- 
have your fathers found in me, that they are tim, and see; and send unto Kedar, and con- 
gone far from me, and have walked after sider diligently, and see if there be such a 
vanity, and are become vain? Neither said thing. Hath a nation changed their gods, 
they. Where is the Lord that brought us up which are yet no gods ? but my people have 
out of the land of Egypt, that led us through changed their glory for that which doth not 
the wilderness, through a land of deserts and profit. Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, 
of pits, through a land of drought, and of the and be horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, 
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saith the Lord. For my people have com- 
mitted two evils; they have forsaken me the 
fountain of living waters, and hewed them 
out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold 
no water. 

Is Israel a servant ? is he a homeborn slave ? 
why is he spoiled? The young Hons roared 
upon him, and yelled, and they made his land 
waste: his cities are burned without inhabi- 
tant. Also the children of Noph and Tahap- 
anes have broken the crown of thy head. 
Hast thou not procured this unto thyself, in 
that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy God, 
when he led thee by the way ? And now what 
hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, to drink 
the waters of Sihor? or what hast thou to do 
in the way of Assyria, to drink the waters of 
the river? Thine own wickedness shall cor- 
rect thee, and thy backslidings shall reprove 
thee: know therefore and see that it is an evil 
thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the 
Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in 
thee, saith the Lord God of hosts. 

For of old time I have broken thy yoke, 
and burst thy bands; and thou saidst, I will 
not transgress; when upon every high hill 
and under every green tree thou wanderest, 
playing the harlot. Yet I had planted thee a 
noble vine, wholly a right seed: how then art 
thou turned into the degenerate plant of a 
strange vine unto me ? For though thou wash 
thee with nitre, and take thee much soap, yet 
thine iniquity is marked before me, saith the 
Lord God. How canst thou say, I am not 
polluted, I have not gone after Baalim? see 
thy way in the valley, know what thou hast 
done: thou art a swift dromedary traversing 
her ways; a wild ass used to the wilderness, 
that snuffeth up the wind at her pleasure; in 
her occasion who can turn her away ? all they 
that seek her will not weary themselves; in 
her month they shall find her. Withhold thy 
foot from being unshod, and thy throat from 
thirst: but thou saidst. There is no hope : no; 
for I have loved strangers, and after them 
will I go. 

As the thief is ashamed when he is found, 
so is the house of Israel ashamed; they, their 
kings, their princes, and their priests, and 
their prophets, saying to a stock, Thou art 
my father; and to a stone. Thou hast brought 
me forth: for they have turned their back 
unto me, and not their face: but in the time 
of their trouble they will say. Arise, and save 
us. But where are thy gods that thou hast 
made thee? let them arise, if they can save 
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thee in the time of thy trouble: for according 
to the number of thy cities are thy gods, 0 
Judah, 

Wherefore will ye plead with me? ye all 
have transgressed against me, saith the Lord. 
In vain have I smitten your children; they 
received no correction: your own sword hath 
devoured your prophets, like a destroying 
Hon. O generation, see ye the word of the 
Lord. Have I been a wilderness unto Israel? 
a land of darkness ? wherefore say my people, 
We are lords; we will come no more unto 
thee ? Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a 
bride her attire? yet my people have forgot- 
ten me days without number. Why trimmest 
thou thy way to seek love ? therefore hast thou 
also taught the wicked ones thy ways. Also 
in thy skirts is found the blood of the souls of 
the poor innocents: I have not found it by 
secret search, but upon all these. Yet thou 
sayest, Because I am innocent, surely his 
anger shall turn from me. Behold, I will 
plead with thee, because thou sayest, I have 
not sinned. Why gaddest thou about so 
much to change thy way? thou also shalt be 
ashamed of Egypt, as thou wast ashamed of 
Assyria. Yea, thou shalt go forth from him, 
and thine hands upon thine head: for the 
Lord hath rejected thy confidences, and 
thou shalt not prosper in them. 

They say. If a man put away his wife, and 
she go from him, and become another man’s, 
shaH he return unto her again? shall not that 
land be greatly poHuted? but thou hast 
played the harlot with many lovers; yet re- 
turn again to me, saith the Lord. Lift up 
thine eyes unto the high places, and see 
where thou hast not been Hen with. In the 
ways hast thou sat for them, as the Arabian 
in the wilderness; and thou hast polluted the 
land with thy whoredoms and with thy 
wickedness. Therefore the showers have 
been withholden, and there hath been no 
latter rain; and thou hadst a whore’s fore- 
head, thou refusedst to be ashamed. Wilt 
thou not from this time cry unto me, My 
father, thou art the guide of my youth ? Will 
he reserve his anger for ever? will he keep it 
to the end? Behold, thou hast spoken and 
done evil things as thou couldest. 

Look at the People 

The Lord said also unto me in the days of 
Josiah the king. Hast thou seen that which 
backsHding Israel hath done? she is gone up 
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upon every high mountain and under every 
green tree* and there hath played the harlot. 
And I said after she had done all these things. 
Turn thou unto me. But she returned not. 
And her treacherous sister Judah saw it. 
And I saw, when for all the causes whereby 
backsliding Israel committed adultery I had 
put her away, and given her a bill of divorce; 
yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, 
but went and played the harlot also. And it 
came to pass through the lightness of her 
whoredom, that she defiled the land, and 
committed adultery with stones and with 
stocks. And yet for all this her treacherous 
sister Judah hath not turned unto me with 
her whole heart, but feignedly, saith the 
Lord. 

And the Lord said unto me. The back- 
sliding Israel hath justified herself more than 
treacherous Judah. Go and proclaim these 
words toward the north, and say. Return, 
thou backsliding Israel, saith the Lord; and 
I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you; 
for I am merciful, saith the Lord, and I will 
not keep anger for ever. Only acknowledge 
thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed 
against the Lord thy God, and hast scattered 
thy ways to the strangers under every green 
tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith 
the Lord. Turn, O backsliding children, 
saith the Lord; for I am married unto you: 
and I will take you one of a city, and two of a 
family, and I will bring you to Zion: and I 
will give you pastors according to mine heart, 
which shall feed you with knowledge and 
understanding. And it shall come to pass, 
when ye be multiplied and increased in the 
land, in those days, saith the Lord, they shall 
say no more, The ark of the covenant of the 
Lord : neither shall it come to mind: neither 
shall they remember it; neither shall they 
visit it; neither shall that be done any more. 
At that time they shall call Jerusalem the 
throne of the Lord; and all the nations shall 
be gathered unto it, to the name of the Lord, 
to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any 
more after the imagination of their evil heart. 
In those days the house of Judah shall walk 
with the house of Israel, and they shall come 
together out of the land of the north to the 
land that I have given for an inheritance unto 
your fathers. 

But I said. How shall I put thee among the 
children, and give thee a pleasant land, a 
goodly heritage of the hosts of nations? and 
I said. Thou shalt call me. My father; and 


shalt not turn away from me. Surely as a 
wife treacherously departeth from her hus- 
band, so have ye dealt treacherously with me, 
O house of Israel, saith the Lord. A voice 
was heard upon the high places, weeping and 
supplications of the children of Israel: for 
they have perverted their way, and they have 
forgotten the Lord their God. Return, ye 
backsliding children, and I will heal your 
backslidings. 

Behold, we come unto thee; for thou art 
the Lord our God. Truly in vain is salvation 
hoped for from the hills, and from the multi- 
tude of mountains: truly in the Lord our 
God is the salvation of Israel. For shame hath 
devoured the labour of our fathers from our 
youth; their flocks and their herds, their sons 
and their daughters. We He down in our 
shame, and our confusion covereth us: for 
we have sinned against the Lord our God, 
we and our fathers, from our youth even 
unto this day, and have not obeyed the voice 
of the Lord our God. 

Disaster Approaching 

If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the 
Lord, return unto me: and if thou wilt put 
away thine abominations out of my sight, 
then shalt thou not remove. And thou shalt 
swear, The Lord Hveth, in truth, in judg- 
ment, and in righteousness; and the nations 
shall bless themselves in him, and in him 
shall they glory. 

For thus saith the Lord to the men of 
Judah and Jerusalem, Break up your fallow 
ground, and sow not among thorns. Circum- 
cise yourselves to the Lord, and take away 
the foreskins of your heart, ye men of Judah 
and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest my fury 
come forth like fire, and bum that none 
can quench it, because of the evil of your 
doings. 

Declare ye in Judah, and publish in Jeru- 
salem; and say. Blow ye the trumpet in the 
land: cry, gather together, and say. Assemble 
yourselves, and let us go into the defenced 
cities. Set up the standard toward Zion: re- 
tire, stay not: for I will bring evil from the 
north, and a great destruction. The Hon is 
come up from his thicket, and the destroyer 
of the Gentiles is on his way ; he is gone forth 
from his place to make thy land desolate ; and 
thy cities shaH be laid waste, without an in- 
habitant, For this gird you with sackcloth, 
lament and howl: for the fierce anger of the 
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Lord is not turned back from us. And it 
shall come to pass at that day* saith the Lord* 
that the heart of the king shall perish* and 
the heart of the princes; and the priests 
shall be astonished* and die prophets shall 
wonder. 

Then said I* Ah* Lord God! surely thou 
hast greatly deceived this people and Jeru- 
salem* saying* Ye shall have peace; whereas 
the sword reacheth unto the soul. 

At that time shall it be said to this people 
and to Jerusalem* A dry wind of the high 
places in the wilderness toward the daughter 
of my people* not to fan* nor to cleanse* even 
a fill wind from those places shall come unto 
me: now also will I give sentence against 
them. Behold* he shall come up as clouds* 
and his chariots shall be as a whirlwind: his 
horses are swifter than eagles. Woe unto us! 
for we are spoiled. O Jerusalem* wash thine 
heart from wickedness* that thou mayest be 
saved. How long shall thy vain thoughts 
lodge within thee? For a voice declareth 
from Dan* and publisheth affliction from 
mount Ephraim. Make ye mention to the 
nations; behold* publish against Jerusalem* 
that watchers come from a far country* and 
give out their voice against the cities of Judah. 
As keepers of a field* are they against her 
round about; because she hath been rebel- 
lious against me* saith the Lord. Thy way 
and thy doings have procured these things 
unto thee; this is thy wickedness* because 
it is bitter* because it reacheth unto thine 
heart. 

The Prophets Distress 

My bowels* my bowels! I am pained at 
my very heart; my heart maketh a noise in 
me; I cannot hold my peace* because thou 
hast heard* O my soul* the sound of the 
trumpet* the alarm of war. Destruction upon 
destruction is cried; for the whole land is 
spoiled: suddenly are my tents spoiled* and 
my curtains in a moment. How long shall I 
see the standard* and hear the sound of the 
trumpet? For my people is foolish* they 
have not known me ; they are sottish children* 
and they have none understanding: they are 
wise to do evil* but to do good they have no 
knowledge. 

I beheld the earth* and* lo* it was without 
form* and void; and the heavens* and they 
had no light. I beheld the mountains* and* 
lo* they trembled* and all the hills moved 
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lightly. I beheld* and* lo* there was no man* 
and all the birds of the heavens were fled. I 
beheld* and* lo* the fruitful place was a wil- 
derness* and all the cities thereof were broken 
down at the presence of the Lord* and by his 
fierce anger. 

For thus hath the Lord said* The whole 
land shall be desolate; yet will I not make 
a frill end. For this shall the earth mourn* 
and the heavens above be black: because I 
have spoken it, I have purposed it* and will 
not repent* neither will I turn back from it. 
The whole city shall flee for the noise of the 
horsemen and bowmen; they shall go into 
thickets* and climb up upon the rocks: every 
dty shall be forsaken* and not a man dwell 
therein. And when thou art spoiled* what 
wilt thou do? Though thou clothest thyself 
with crimson* though thou deckest thee with 
ornaments of gold* though thou rentest thy 
face with painting* in vain shalt thou make 
thyself fair; thy lovers will despise thee* they 
will seek thy life. For I have heard a voice as 
of a woman in travail* and the anguish as of 
her that bringeth forth her first child* the 
voice of the daughter of Zion* that bewaileth 
herself* that spreadeth her hands* saying* 
Woe is me now! for my soul is wearied be- 
cause of murderers. 

Run ye to and fro through the streets of 
Jerusalem, and see now* and know* and seek 
in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a 
man, if there be any that executeth judgment* 
that seeketh the truth; and I will pardon it. 
And though they say* The Lord liveth; 
surely they swear falsely. O Lord* are not 
thine eyes upon the truth? thou hast stricken 
them* but they have not grieved; thou hast 
consumed them* but they have refused to re- 
ceive correction: they have made their faces 
harder than a rock; they have refused to re- 
turn.'--' 

Therefore I said, Surely these are poor; 
they are foolish: for they know not the way 
of the Lord* nor the judgment of their God. 
I will get me unto the great men* and will 
speak unto them; for they have known the 
way of the Lord* and the judgment of their 
God: but these have altogether broken the 
yoke* and burst the bonds. Wherefore a lion 
out of the forest shall slay them* and a wolf 
of the evenings shall spoil them* a leopard 
shall watch over their cities: every one that 
goeth out thence shall be tom in pieces: 
because their transgressions are many* and 
their backslidings are increased. 
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Questions Answered 

How shall I pardon thee for this ? thy chil- 
dren have forsaken me, and sworn by them 
that are no gods ; when I had fed them to the 
full, they then committed adultery, and as- 
sembled themselves by troops in the harlots 5 
houses. They were as fed horses in the 
morning: every one neighed after Ms neigh- 
bour's wife, Shall I not visit for these things? 
saith the Lord: and shall not my soul be 
avenged on such a nation as this? 

Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy; but 
make not a foil end: take away her battle- 
ments; for they are not the Lord's, For the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah have 
dealt very treacherously against me, saith the 
Lord, They have belied the Lord, and said. 
It is not he; neither shall evil come upon us ; 
neither shall we see sword nor famine: and 
the prophets shall become wind, and the 
word is not in them : thus shall it be done unto 
them. 

Wherefore thus saith the Lord God of 
hosts. Because ye speak tMs word, behold, I 
will make my words in thy mouth fire, and 
this people wood, and it shall devour them. 
Lo, I will bring a nation upon you from 
far, O house of Israel, saith the Lord: it is 
a mighty nation, it is an ancient nation, a 
nation whose language thou knowest not, 
neither understandest what they say. Their 
quiver is as an open sepulchre, they are all 
mighty men. And they shall eat up thine 
harvest, and thy bread, which thy sons and 
thy daughters should eat: they shall eat up 
thy flocks and thine herds: they shall eat up 
thy vines and thy fig trees: they shall im- 
poverish thy fenced cities, wherein thou 
trustedst, with the sword. Nevertheless in 
those days, saith the Lord, I will not make a 
full end with you. 

And it shall come to pass, when ye shall 
say. Wherefore doeth the Lord our God all 
these things unto us? then shall thou answer 
them. Like as ye have forsaken me, and 
served strange gods in your land, so shall 
ye serve strangers in a land that is not 
your's. 

Tell the People the Truth 

Declare this in the house of Jacob, and 
publish it in Judah, saying. Hear now tMs, 
O foolish people, and without understand- 
ing; wMch have eyes, and see not; wMch 


have ears, and hear not: Fear ye not me? saith 
the Lord: will ye not tremble at my pre- 
sence, wMch have placed the sand for the 
bound of the sea by a perpetual decree, that 
it cannot pass it : and though the waves there- 
of toss themselves, yet can they not prevail; 
though they roar, yet can they not pass over 
it? But this people hath a revolting and a 
rebellious heart; they are revolted and gone. 
Neither say they in their heart. Let us now 
fear the Lord our God, that giveth rain, both 
the former and the latter, in Ms season: he 
reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the 
harvest. Your iniquities have turned away 
these things, and your sins have withholden 
good things from you. For among my people 
are found wicked men: they lay wait, as he 
that setteth snares ; they set a trap, they catch 
men. As a cage is full of birds, so are their 
houses full of deceit: therefore they are be- 
come great, and waxen rich. They are waxen 
fat, they shine: yea, they overpass the deeds 
of the wicked: they judge not the cause, the 
cause of the fatherless, yet they prosper; and 
the right of the needy do they not judge. 
Shall I not visit for these things? saith the 
Lord: shall not my soul be avenged on such 
a nation as this? 

A wonderful and horrible thing is com- 
mitted in the land; the prophets prophesy 
falsely, and the priests bear ' rale by their 
means ; and my people love to have it so : and 
what will ye do in the end thereof? 

O ye children of Benjamin, gather your- 
selves to flee out of the midst of Jerusalem, 
and blow the trumpet in Tekoa, and set up a 
sign of fire in Beth-haccerem : for evil appear- 
eth out of the north, and great destruction. I 
have likened the daughter of Zion to a comely 
and delicate woman. The shepherds with 
their flocks shall come unto her; they shall 
pitch their tents against her round about; 
they shall feed every one in Ms place. Pre- 
pare ye war against her; arise, and let us go 
up at noon. Woe unto us! for the day goeth 
away, for the shadows of the evening are 
stretched out. Arise, and let us go by night, 
and let us destroy her palaces. For thus hath 
the Lord of hosts said. Hew ye down trees, 
and cast a mount against Jerusalem: this is 
the city to be visited; she is wholly oppres- 
sion in the midst of her. As a fountain casteth 
out her waters, so she casteth out her wicked- 
ness: violence and spoil is heard in her; be- 
fore me continually is grief and wounds. Be 
thou instructed, O Jerusalem, lest my soul 
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depart from thee; lest I make thee desolate, 
a land not inhabited* 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts. They shall 
throughly glean the remnant of Israel as a 
vine: turn back thine hand as agrapegatherer 
into the baskets. To whom shall I speak, and 
give warning, that they may hear? behold, 
their ear is uncircumcised, and they cannot 
hearken: behold, the word of the Lord is 
unto them a reproach; they have no delight 
in it. Therefore I am full of the fury of the 
Lord; I am weary with holding in: I will 
pour it out upon the children abroad, and 
upon the assembly of young men together: 
for even the husband with the wife shall be 
taken, the aged with him that is full of days. 
And their houses shall be turned unto others, 
with their fields and wives together: for I 
will stretch out my hand upon the inhabitants 
of the land, saith the Lord. For from the 
least of them even unto the greatest of them 
every one is given to covetousness; and from 
the prophet even unto the priest every one 
dealeth falsely. They have healed also the 
hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, 
saying. Peace, peace; when there is no peace. 
Were they ashamed when they had com- 
mitted abomination? nay, they were not at 
all ashamed, neither could they blush: there- 
fore they shall fall among them that fall: at 
the time that I visit them they shall be cast 
down, saith the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, 
and see, and ask for the old paths, where is 
the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall 
find rest for your souls. But they said. We 
will not walk therein. Also I set watchmen 
over you, saying. Hearken to the sound of 
the trumpet. But they said. We will not 
hearken. Therefore hear, ye nations, and 
know, O congregation, what is among them. 
Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring evil upon 
this people, even the fruit of their thoughts, 
because they have not hearkened unto my 
words, nor to my law, but rejected it* To 
what purpose cometh there to me incense 
from Sheba, and the sweet cane from a far 
country? your burnt offerings are not accept- 
able, nor your sacrifices sweet unto me. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord, Behold, I 
will lay stumblingblocks before this people, 
and the fathers and the sons together shall 
fall upon them; the neighbour and his friend 
shall perish. 

Thus saith the Lord, Behold, a people 
cometh from the north country, and a great 
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nation shall be raised from the sides of the 
earth. They shall lay hold on bow and spear; 
they are cruel, and have no mercy; their voice 
roareth like the sea; and they ride upon 
horses, set in array as men for war against 
thee, O daughter of Zion. We have heard 
the fame thereof: our hands wax feeble: 
anguish hath taken hold of us, and pain, as 
of a woman in travail. Go not forth into the 
field, nor walk by the way; for the sword of 
the enemy and fear is on every side. 0 
daughter of my people, gird thee with sack- 
cloth, and wallow thyself in ashes : make thee 
mourning, as for an only son, most bitter 
lamentation: for the spoiler shall suddenly 
come upon us. 

Encouraged hy God 

I have set thee for a tower and a fortress 
among my people, that thou mayest know 
and try their way. They are all grievous re- 
volters, walking with slanders : they are brass 
and iron; they are all corrupters. The bel- 
lows are burned, the lead is consumed of the 
fire; the founder melteth in vain: for the 
wicked are not plucked away. Reprobate 
silver shall men call them, because the Lord 
hath rejected them* 


A PUBLIC APPEAL Jet. 7 , 1—8, 17 

Before the Prophet made his appeal it would 
naturally be reinforced by what he saw , as he 
stood at the Temple gates, and looked on the 
passing crowd . Stand on the step of the sanc- 
tuary , was the command; see what is going on 
in the city streets; look at the moral tone and 
character of these people; and let your own 
heart take up My appeal. It is an appeal, let it 
be noted, and not, at this stage, a sentence of 
doom 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the 
Lord, saying. Stand in the gate of the Lord’s 
house, and proclaim there this word, and 
say. Hear the word of the Lord, all ye of 
Judah, that enter in at these gates to worship 
the Lord. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel, Amend your ways and your 
doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this 
place. Trust ye not in lying words, saying, 
The temple of the Lord, The temple of the 
Lord, The temple of the Lord, are these. 
For if ye throughly amend your ways and 
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your doings; if ye throughly execute judg- 
ment between a man and his neighbour; if 
ye oppress not the stranger* the fatherless* 
and the widow* and shed not innocent blood 
in this place* neither walk after other gods to 
your hurt: then will I cause you to dwell in 
this place* in. the land that 1 gave to your 
fathers* for ever and ever. 

Behold* ye trust in lying words* that can- 
not profit. Will ye steal* murder* and com- 
mit adultery* and swear falsely* and bum 
incense unto Baal* and walk after other gods 
whom ye know not; and come and stand be- 
fore me in this house* which is called by my 
name* and say* We are delivered to do all 
these abominations? Is this house* which is 
called by my name* become a den of robbers 
in your eyes? Behold* even I have seen it* 
saith the Lord. 

But go ye now unto my place which was in 
Shiloh* where I set my name at the first* and 
see what I did to it for the wickedness of my 
people Israel. And now* because ye have 
done all these works, saith the Lord* and I 
spake unto you* rising up early and speaking* 
but ye heard not; and I called you* but ye 
answered not; therefore will I do unto this 
house* which is called by my name* wherein 
ye trust* and unto the place which I gave to 
you and to your fathers* as I have done to 
Shiloh. And I will cast you out of my sight* 
as I have cast out all your brethren* even the 
whole seed of Ephraim. 

Therefore pray not thou for this people* 
neither lift up cry nor prayer for them* neither 
make intercession to me: for I will not hear 
thee. Seest thou not what they do in the 
cities of Judah and in the streets of Jeru- 
salem? The children gather wood* and the 
fathers kindle the fire* and the women knead 
their dough* to make cakes to the queen of 
heaven* and to pour out drink offerings unto 
other gods* that they may provoke me to 
anger. Do they provoke me to anger? saith 
the Lord: do they not provoke themselves 
to the confusion of their own faces? There- 
fore thus saith the Lord God; Behold* mine 
anger and my fury shall be poured out upon 
this place* upon man, and upon beast* and 
upon the trees of the field* and upon the fruit 
of the ground; and it shall bum* and shall 
not be quenched. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts* the God of 
Israel; Put your burnt offerings unto your 
sacrifices* and eat flesh. For I spake not un- 
to your fathers, nor commanded them in the 


day that I brought them out of the land of 
Egypt* concerning burnt offerings or sacri- 
fices: but this thing commanded I them* 
saying, Obey my voice* and I will be your 
God* and ye shall be my people : and walk ye 
in all the ways that I have commanded you* 
that it may be well unto you. But they 
hearkened not* nor inclined their ear* but 
walked in the counsels and in the imagina- 
tion of their evil heart* and went backward* 
and not forward. Since the day that your 
fathers came forth out of the land of Egypt 
unto this day I have even sent unto you all 
my servants the prophets* daily rising up 
early and sending them: yet they hearkened 
not unto me* nor inclined their ear* but 
hardened their neck: they did worse than 
their fathers. 

Therefore thou shall speak all these words 
unto them; but they will not hearken to thee: 
thou shalt also call unto them; but they will 
not answer thee. But thou shalt say unto 
them* This is a nation that obeyeth not the 
voice of the Lord their God* nor receiveth 
correction: truth is perished* and is cut off 
from their mouth. 

Cut off thine hair* O Jerusalem* and cast it 
away* and take up a lamentation on high 
places; for the Lord hath rejected and for- 
saken the generation of his wrath. For the 
children of Judah have done evil in my sight* 
saith the Lord : they have set their abomina- 
tions in the house which is called by my 
name* to pollute it. And they have built the 
high places of Tophet* which is in the valley 
of the son of Hinnom* to burn their sons and 
their daughters in the fire; which I com- 
manded them not* neither came it into my 
heart. Therefore* behold* the days come* 
saith the Lord* that it shall no more be 
called Tophet* nor the valley of the son of 
Hinnom* but the valley of slaughter: for they 
shall bury in Tophet* till there be no place. 
And the carcases of this people shall be meat 
for the fowls of the heaven* and for the beasts 
of the earth; and none shall fray them away. 
Then will I cause to cease from the cities of 
Judah* and from the streets of Jerusalem* the 
voice of mirth* and the voice of gladness* 
the voice of the bridegroom* and the voice of 
the bride: for the land shall be desolate. 

At that time* saith the Lord* they shall 
bring out the bones of the kings of Judah* and 
the bones of his princes, and the bones of the 
priests* and the bones of the prophets* and 
the bones of the inhabitants of Jerusalem* 
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WHO CAN SAY THAT ANY CITY IS NOT IN DANGER? 


Even if its fate rested wholly in the hands of men, who, in these days, would dare to say it 
would never be attacked or destroyed ? The question becomes more difficult when it is 
remembered how much a city's future is determined by its unseen moral character . 

out of their graves: and they shall spread appointed times; and the turtle and the crane 
them before the sun, and the moon, and all and the swallow observe the time of their 
the host of heaven, whom they have loved, coming; but my people know not the judg- 
and whom they have served, and after whom ment of the Lord. 

they have walked, and whom they have How do ye say, We are wise, and the law 
sought, and whom they have worshipped: of the Lord is with us ? Lo, certainly in vain 
they shall not be gathered, nor be buried; made he it; the pen of the scribes is in vain, 
they shall be for dung upon the face of the The wise men are ashamed, they are dis- 
earth. And death shall be chosen rather than mayed and taken: lo, they have rejected the 
life by all the residue of them that remain of word of the Lord; and what wisdom is in 
this evil family, which remain in all the places them ? Therefore will I give their wives unto 
whither I have driven them, saith the Lord others, and their fields to them that shall in- 
of hosts. herit them : for every one from the least even 

Moreover thou shalt say unto them. Thus unto the greatest is given to covetousness, 
saith the Lord; Shall they fall, and not arise ? from the prophet even unto the priest every 
shall he turn away, and not return? Why one dealeth falsely. For they have healed the 
then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, 
by a perpetual backsliding? they hold fast saying. Peace, peace; when there is no peace, 
deceit, they refuse to return. I hearkened and Were they ashamed when they had corn- 
heard, but they spake not aright: no man mitted abomination? nay, they were not at 
repented him of his wickedness, saying, all ashamed, neither could they blush: there- 
What have I done? every one turned to his fore shall they fall among them that fall: in 
course, as the horse rusheth into the battle, the time of their visitation they shall be cast 
Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her down, saith the Lord. I will surely consume 
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them* saith the Lord: there shall be no 
grapes on the vine, nor figs on the fig tree, 
and the leaf shall fade; and the things that I 
have given them shall pass away from them. 

Why do we sit still? assemble yourselves, 
and let us enter into the defenced cities, and 
let us be silent there: for the Lord our God 
hath put us to silence, and given us water of 
gall to drink, because we have sinned against 
the Lord. We looked for peace, but no good 
came; and for a time of health, and behold 
trouble! The snorting of his horses was 
heard from Dan: the whole land trembled at 
the sound of the neighing of his strong ones; 
for they are come, and have devoured the 
land, and all that is in it; the city, and those 
that dwell therein. For, behold, I will send 
serpents, cockatrices, among you, which will 
not be charmed, and they shall bite you, saith 
the Lord. 

The Prophets Sorrow 

When I would comfort myself against sor- 
row, my heart is faint in me. Behold the 
voice of the cry of the daughter of my people 
because of them that dwell in a far country: 
Is not the Lord in Zion? is not her king in 
her? Why have they provoked me to anger 
with their graven images, and with strange 
vanities? The harvest is past, the summer is 
ended, and we are not saved. For the hurt of 
the daughter of my people am I hurt; I am 
black; astonishment hath taken hold on me. 
Is there no balm in Gilead ; is there no physi- 
cian there? why then is not the health of the 
daughter of my people recovered? 

Oh that my head were waters, and mine 
eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep 
day and night for the slain of the daughter of 
my people! Oh that I had in the wilderness 
a lodging place of wayfaring men; that I 
might leave my people, and go from them! 
for they be all adulterers, an assembly of 
treacherous men. And they bend their 
tongues like their bow for lies: but they are 
not valiant for the truth upon the earth; for 
they proceed from evil to evil, and they know 
not me, saith the Lord. Take ye heed every 
one of his neighbour, and trust ye not in any 
brother: for every brother will utterly sup- 
plant, and every neighbour will walk with 
slanders. And they will deceive every one 
his neighbour, and will not speak the truth: 
they have taught their tongue to speak lies, 
and weary themselves to commit iniquity. 


Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit; 
through deceit they refuse to know me, saith 
the Lord. 


The Divine Decree 

Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
Behold, I will melt them, and try them; for 
how shall I do for the daughter of my people ? 
Their tongue is as an arrow shot out; it 
speaketh deceit: one speaketh peaceably to 
his neighbour with his mouth, but in heart 
he layeth his wait. Shall I not visit them for 
these things? saith the Lord: shall not my 
soul be avenged on such a nation as this? 

A Lamentation 

For the mountains will I take up a weep- 
ing and wailing, and for the habitations of 
the wilderness a lamentation, because they 
are burned up, so that none can pass through 
them; neither can men hear the voice of the 
cattle; both the fowl of the heavens and the 
beast are fled; they are gone. And I will 
make Jerusalem heaps, and a den of dragons; 
and I will make the cities of Judah desolate, 
without an inhabitant. 


The Judgement Explained 

Who is the wise man, that may understand 
this? and who is he to whom the mouth of 
the Lord hath spoken, that he may declare 
it, for what the land perisheth and is burned 
up like a wilderness, that none passeth 
through? And the Lord saith. Because they 
have forsaken my law which I set before 
them, and have not obeyed my voice, neither 
walked therein; but have walked after the 
imagination of their own heart, and after 
Baalim, which their fathers taught them: 
therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel; Behold, I will feed them, even 
this people, with wormwood, and give them 
water of gall to drink. I will scatter them 
also among the heathen, whom neither they 
nor their fathers have known: and I will send 
a sword after them, till I have consumed 
them. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts. Consider ye, 
and call for the mourning women, that they 
may come; and send for cunning women, 
that they may come : and let them make haste, 
and take up a wailing for us, that our eyes 
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may run down with tears, and our eyelids 
gush out with waters. For a voice of wailing 
is heard out of Zion, How are we spoiled! we 
are greatly confounded, because we have for- 
saken the land, because our dwellings have 
cast us out. Yet hear the word of the Lord, 
O ye women, and let your ear receive the 
word of his mouth, and teach your daughters 
wailing, and every one her neighbour lamen- 
tation. For death is come up into our win- 
dows, and is entered into our palaces, to cut 
off the children from without, and the young 
men from the streets. Speak, Thus saith the 
Lord, Even the carcases of men shall fall as 
dung upon the open field, and as the handful 
after the harvestman, and none shall gather 
them. 

The Divine Will 

Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man 
glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty 
man glory in his might, let not the rich man 
glory in his riches: but let him that glorieth 
glory in this, that he understandeth and 
knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exer- 
cise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteous- 
ness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, 
saith the Lord. 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that I will punish all them which are circum- 
cised with the uncircumcised; Egypt, and 
Judah, and Edom, and the children of Am- 
mon, and Moab, and all that are in the ut- 
most comers, that dwell in the wilderness: 
for all these nations are uncircumcised, and 
all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in 
the heart. 

Hear ye the word which the Lord speak- 
eth unto you, O house of Israel: thus saith 
the Lord, Learn not the way of the heathen, 
and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; 
for the heathen are dismayed at them. For 
the customs of the people are vain: for one 
cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of 
the hands of the workman, with the axe. 
They deck it with silver and with gold; they 
fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it 
move not. They are upright as the palm tree, 
but speak not: they must needs be borne, be- 
cause they cannot go. Be not afraid of them ; 
for they cannot do evil, neither also is it in 
them to do good. 

Forasmuch as there is none like unto thee, 
O Lord; thou art great, and thy name is 
great in might. Who would not fear thee, O 
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King of nations ? for to thee doth it appertain : 
forasmuch as among all the wise men of the 
nations, and in all their kingdoms, there is 
none like unto thee. But they are altogether 
brutish and foolish: the stock is a doctrine of 
vanities. Silver spread into plates is brought 
from Tarshish, and gold from Uphaz, the 
work of the workman, and of the hands of 
the founder: blue and purple is their cloth- 
ing: they are all the work of cunning men. 
But the Lord is the true God, he is the living 
God, and an everlasting king: at his wrath 
the earth shall tremble, and the nations shall 
not be able to abide his indignation. 

Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods 
that have not made the heavens and the 
earth, even they shall perish from the earth, 
and from under these heavens. 

He hath made the earth by his power, he 
hath established the world by his wisdom, 
and hath stretched out the heavens by his 
discretion. When he uttereth his voice, there 
is a multitude of waters in the heavens, and 
he causeth the vapours to ascend from the 
ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings with 
rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his 
treasures. Every man is brutish in his know- 
ledge: every founder is confounded by the 
graven image: for his molten image is false- 
hood, and there is no breath in them. They 
are vanity, and the work of errors: in the 
time of their visitation they shall perish. The 
portion of Jacob is not like them: for he is 
the former of all things, and Israel is the rod 
of his inheritance: The Lord of hosts is his 
name. 

Gather up thy wares out of the land, O in- 
habitant of the fortress. For thus saith the 
Lord, Behold, I will sling out the inhabitants 
of the land at this once, and will distress 
them, that they may find it so. 

The Prophefs Prayer 

Woe is me for my hurt! my wound is 
grievous : but I said, Truly this is a grief, and 
I must bear it. My tabernacle is spoiled, and 
all my cords are broken: my children are 
gone forth of me, and they are not: there is 
none to stretch forth my tent any more, and 
to set up my curtains. For the pastors are 
become brutish, and have not sought the 
Lord: therefore they shall not prosper, and 
all their flocks shall be scattered. Behold, 
the noise of the bruit is come, and a great 
commotion out of the north country, to make 
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the cities of Judah desolate, and a den of 
dragons. 

O Lord, I know that the way of man is not 
in himself: it is not in man that walketh to 
direct his steps. O Lord, correct me, but 
with judgment; not in thine anger, lest thou 
■bring me to nothing. Pour out thy fury upon 
the heathen that know thee not, and upon 
the families that call not on thy name: for 
they have eaten up Jacob, and devoured him, 
and consumed him, and have made his habi- 
tation desolate. 


THE PROPHET'S MISSION Jer. 11, x-8 

Did the Prophet go on a preaching mission to the 
cities of Judah ? The words seem to suggest it. 
If so> it would he interesting to know whether it 
was undertaken in connexion with the Reforma- 
tion that was inspired hy the finding of the Book 
of the Law in the reign of Josiah. Jeremiah's 
attitude to that Reformation is nowhere clearly 
described unless Jer . 8, 8 refers to Deuteronomy . 
The question , therefore , cannot be definitely 
answered, but the result of his mission is clear. 
It aroused the anger of the priests of his native 
town, and for a while his life was in danger. 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the 
Lord, saying, Hear ye die words of this 
covenant, and speak unto the men of Judah, 
and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and say 
thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel; Cursed be the man that obeyeth not 
the words of this covenant, which I com- 
manded your fathers in the day that I brought 
them forth out of the land of Egypt, from the 
iron furnace, saying. Obey my voice, and do 
them, according to all which I command 
you: so shall ye be my people, and I will be 
your God: that I may perform the oath which 
I have sworn unto your fathers, to give them 
a land flowing with milk and honey, as it is 
this day. Then answered I, and said. So be 
it, O Lord. 

Then the Lord said unto me. Proclaim all 
these words in the cities of Judah, and in the 
streets of Jerusalem, saying. Hear ye the 
words of this covenant, and do them. For I 
earnestly protested unto your fathers in the 
day that I brought them up out of the land of 
Egypt, &ven unto this day, rising early and 
protesting, saying, Obey my voice. Yet they 
obeyed not, nor inclined their ear, but walked 
every one in the imagination of their evil 


heart: therefore I will bring upon them all 
the words of this covenant, which I com- 
manded them to do; but they did them 
not. 

Hostility 

And the Lord said unto me, A conspiracy 
is found among the men of Judah, and among 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. They are 
turned back to the iniquities of their fore- 
fathers, which refused to hear my words; 
and they went after other gods to serve them: 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah 
have broken my covenant which I made with 
their fathers. Therefore thus saith the Lord, 
Behold, I will bring evil upon them, which 
they shall not be able to escape; and though 
they shall cry unto me, I will not hearken 
unto them. Then shall the cities of Judah 
and inhabitants of Jerusalem go, and cry un- 
to the gods unto whom they offer incense: 
but they shall not save them at all in the time 
of their trouble. For according to the num- 
ber of thy cities were thy gods, O Judah; and 
according to the number of the streets of 
Jerusalem have ye setup altars to that shame- 
ful thing, even altars to burn incense unto 
Baal. 

Therefore pray not thou for this people, 
neither lift up a cry or prayer for them : for I 
will not hear them in the time that they cry 
unto me for their trouble. What hath my 
beloved to do in mine house, seeing she hath 
wrought lewdness with many, and the holy 
flesh is passed from thee? when thou doest 
evil, then thou rejoicest. The Lord called 
thy name, A green olive tree, fair, and of 
goodly fruit: with the noise of a great tumult 
he hath kindled fire upon it, and the branches 
of it are broken. For the Lord of hosts, that 
planted thee, hath pronounced evil against 
thee, for the evil of the house of Israel and of 
the house of Judah, which they have done 
against themselves to provoke me to anger in 
offering incense unto Baal. 

And the Lord hath given me knowledge of 
it, and I know it: then thou shewedst me 
their doings. But I was like a lamb or an ox 
that is brought to the slaughter; and I knew 
not that they had devised devices against me, 
saying. Let us destroy the tree with the fruit 
thereof, and let us cut him off from the land 
of the living, that his name may be no more 
remembered. But, O Lord of hosts, that 
iudgest righteously, that triest the reins and 


776 



the heart, let me see thy vengeance on them : 
for unto thee have I revealed my cause. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord of the men of 
Anathoth, that seek thy life, sayings Prophesy 
not in the name of the Lord, that thou die 
not by our hand: therefore thus saith the 
Lord of hosts. Behold, I will punish them: 
the young men shall die by the sword; their 
sons and their daughters shall die by famine : 
and there shall be no remnant of them: for 
I will bring evil upon the men of Anathoth, 
even the year of their visitation. 


A Religious Problem 

Righteous art thou, O Lord, when I plead 
with thee: yet let me talk with thee of thy 
judgments: Wherefore doth the way of the 
wicked prosper? wherefore are all they happy 
that deal very treacherously? Thou hast 
planted them, yea, they have taken root : they 
grow, yea, they bring forth fruit: thou art 
near in their mouth, and far from their reins. 
But thou, O Lord, knowest me: thou hast 
seen me, and tried mine heart toward thee: 
pull them out like sheep for the slaughter, 
and prepare them for the day of slaughter. 
How long shall the land mourn, and the 
herbs of every field wither, for the wicked- 
ness of them that dwell therein? the beasts 
are consumed, and the birds; because they 
said. He shall not see our last end. 

If thou hast run with the footmen, and 
they have wearied thee, then how canst thou 
contend with horses? and if in the land of 
peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wearied 
thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling 
of Jordan? For even thy brethren, and the 
house of thy father, even they have dealt 
treacherously with thee; yea, they have called 
a multitude after thee: believe them not, 
though they speak fair words unto thee. 


God’s Country 

I have forsaken mine house, I have left 
mine heritage; I have given the dearly be- 
loved of my soul into the hand of her enemies. 
Mine heritage is unto me as a lionintheforest; 
it crieth out against me: therefore have I 
hated it. Mine heritage is unto me as a 
speckled bird, the birds round about are 
against her; come ye, assemble all the beasts 
of the field, come to devour. Many pastors 
have destroyed my vineyard, they have trod- 
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den my portion under foot, they have made 
my pleasant portion a desolate wilderness. 
They have made it desolate, and being deso- 
late it mouraeth unto me; the whole land is 
made desolate, because no man layeth it to 
heart. The spoilers are come upon all high 
places through the wilderness: for the sword 
of the Lord shall devour from the one end of 
the land even to the other end of the land: no 
flesh shall have peace. They have sown 
wheat, but shall reap thorns: they have put 
themselves to pain, but shall not profit: and 
they shall be ashamed of your revenues be- 
cause of the fierce anger of the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord against all mine evil 
neighbours, that touch the inheritance which 
I have caused my people Israel to inherit; 
Behold, I will pluck them out of their land, 
and pluck out the house of Judah from among 
them. And it shall come to pass, after that I 
have plucked them out I will return, and 
have compassion on them, and will bring 
them again, every man to his heritage, and 
every man to his land. And it shall come to 
pass, if they will diligently leam the ways of 
my people, to swear by my name. The Lord 
liveth; as they taught my people to swear by 
Baal; then shall they be built in the midst of 
my people. But if they will not obey, I will 
utterly pluck up and destroy that nation, 
saith the Lord. 

A Corrupt People 

Thus saith the Lord unto me. Go and get 
thee a linen girdle, and put it upon thy loins, 
and put it not in water. So I got a girdle 
according to the word of the Lord, and put 
it on my loins. And the word of the Lord 
came unto me the second time, saying. Take 
the girdle that thou hast got, which is upon 
thy loins, and arise, go to Euphrates, and hide 
it there in a hole of the rock. So I went, and 
hid it by Euphrates, as the Lord commanded 
me. And it came to pass after many days, 
that the Lord said unto me. Arise, go to Eu- 
phrates, and take the girdle from thence, 
which I commanded thee to hide there. Then 
I went to Euphrates, and digged, and took 
the girdle from the place where I had hid it: 
and, behold, the girdle was marred, it was 
profitable for nothing. 

Then the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying. Thus saith the Lord, After this man- 
ner will I mar the pride of Judah, and the 
great pride of Jerusalem. This evil people, 
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which refuse to hear my words, which walk 
in the imagination of their heart, and walk 
after other gods, to serve them, and to wor- 
ship them, shall even be as this girdle, which 
Is good for nothing. For as the girdle cleaveth 
to the loins of a man, so have I caused to cleave 
unto me the whole house of Israel and the 
whole house of Judah, saith the Lord; that 
they might be unto me for a people, and for 
a name, and for a praise, and for a glory: but 
they would not heat. 

Therefore thou shall speak unto them this 
word; Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, 
Every bottle shall be Med with wine: and 
they shall say unto thee, Do we not certainly 
know that every bottle shall be filled with 
wine?. Then shall thou say unto them. Thus 
saith the Lord, Behold, I will fill all the in- 
habitants of this land, even the kings that sit 
upon David’s throne, and the priests, and 
the prophets, and all the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, with drunkenness. And I will dash 
them one against another, even the fathers 
and the sons together, saith the Lord: I will 
not pity, nor spare, nor have mercy, but de- 
stroy them. 

Words of Warning 

Hear ye, and give ear; be not proud: for 
the Lord hath spoken. Give glory to the 
Lord your God, before he cause darkness, 
and before your feet stumble upon the dark 
mountains, and, while ye look for light, he 
turn it into the shadow of death, and make it 
gross darkness. But if ye will not hear it, my 
soul shall weep in secret places for your 
pride; and mine eye shall weep sore, and run 
down with tears, because the Lord’s fiock is 
carried away captive. 

Say unto the king and to the queen. 
Humble yourselves, sit down: for your prin- 
cipalities shall come down, even the crown of 
your glory. The cities of the south shall be 
shut up, and none shall open them: Judah 
shall be carried away captive all of it, it shall 
be wholly carried away captive. 

Lift up your eyes, and behold them that 
come from the north: where is the fiock that 
was given thee, thy beautiful fiock? What 
wilt thou say when he shall punish thee? for 
thou hast taught them to be captains, and as 
chief over thee: shall not sorrows take thee, 
as a woman in travail? And if thou say in 
thine heart, Wherefore come these things 
upon me? For the greatness of thine iniquity 


are thy skirts discovered, and thy heels made 
bare. Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or 
the leopard his spots? then may ye also do 
good, that are accustomed to do evil. There- 
fore will I scatter them as the stubble that 
passeth away by the wind of the wilderness. 
This is thy lot, the portion of thy measures 
from me, saith the Lord; because thou hast 
forgotten me, and trusted in falsehood. 
Therefore will I discover thy skirts upon thy 
face, that thy shame may appear. I have 
seen thine adulteries, and thy neighings, 
the lewdness of thy whoredom, and thine 
abominations on the hills in the fields. Woe ' 
unto thee, O Jerusalem! wilt thou not be 
made clean? when shall it once be? 

The Prophet's Prayer 

The word of the Lord that came to 
Jeremiah concerning the dearth. 

Judah moumeth, and the gates thereof lan- 
guish; they are black unto the ground; and the 
cry of Jerusalem is gone up. And their nobles 
have sent their little ones to the waters: 
they came to the pits, and found no water; 
they returned with their vessels empty; they 
were ashamed and confounded, and covered 
their heads. Because the ground is chapt, for 
there was no rain in the earth, the plowmen 
were ashamed, they covered their heads. 
Yea, the hind also calved in the field, and 
forsook it, because there was no grass. And 
the wild asses did stand in the high places, 
they snuffed up the wind like dragons; their 
eyes did fall, because there was no grass. 

O Lord, though our iniquities testify 
against us, do thou it for thy name’s sake : for 
our backslidings are many; we have sinned 
against thee. Q the hope of Israel, the saviour 
thereof in time of trouble, why shouldest 
thou be as a stranger in the land, and as a 
wayfaring man that tumeth aside to tarry for 
a night? Why shouldest thou be as a man 
astonied, as a mighty man that cannot save? 
yet thou, O Lord, art in the midst of us, and 
we are called by thy name; leave us not. 

The Lord's Answer 

Thus saith the Lord unto this people, 
Thus have they loved to wander, they have 
not refrained their feet, therefore the Lord 
doth not accept them; he will now remember 
their iniquity, and visit their sins. Then said 
the Lord unto me. Pray not for this people 


for their good. When they fast, 1 will not 
hear their cry; and when they offer burnt 
offering and an oblation, I will not accept 
them : but I will consume them by the sword, 
and by the famine, and by the pestilence. 

Then said 1, Ah, Lord God! behold, the 
prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see the 
sword, neither shall ye have famine; but I 
will give you assured peace in this place. 
Then the Lord said unto me, The prophets 
prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, 
neither have I commanded them, neither 
spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a 
false vision and divination, and a thing of 
nought, and the deceit of their heart. There- 
fore thus saith the Lord concerning the pro- 
phets that prophesy in my name, and I sent 
them not, yet they say. Sword and famine shall 
not be, in this land ; By sword and famine shall 
those prophets be consumed. And the people 
to whom they prophesy shall be cast out 
in the streets of Jerusalem because of the 
famine and the sword; and they shall have 
none to bury them, them, their wives, nor 
their sons, nor their daughters : for I will pour 
their wickedness upon them. Therefore 
thou shalt say this word unto them ; Let mine 
eyes run down with tears night and day, and 
let them not cease : for the virgin daughter of 
my people is broken with a great breach, with 
a very grievous blow. If I go forth into the 
field, then behold the slain with the sword! 
and if I enter into the city, then behold them 
that are sick with famine! yea, both the pro- 
phet and the priest go about into a land that 
they know not. 

The Prophet Pleads with God 

Hast thou utterly rejected Judah? hath thy 
soul lothed Zion? why hast thou smitten us, 
and there is no healing for us? we looked for 
peace, and there is no good; and for the time 
of healing, and behold trouble ! We acknow- 
ledge, O Lord, our wickedness, and the ini- 
quity of our fathers: for we have sinned 
against thee. Do not abhor us, for thy name’s 
sake, do not disgrace the throne of thy glory : 
remember, break not thy covenant with us. 
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Are there any among the vanities of the Gen- 
tiles that can cause rain? or can the heavens 
give showers? art not thou he, O Lord our 
God? therefore we will wait upon thee: for 
thou hast made all these things. 

Then said the Lord unto me, Though 
Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet xny 
mind could not be toward this people: cast 
them out of my sight, and let them go forth. 
And it shall come to pass. If they say unto 
thee. Whither shall we go forth? then thou 
shalt tell them, Thus saith the Lord ; Such as 
are for death, to death; and such as are forthe 
sword, to the sword; and such as are for the 
famine, to the famine ; and such as are for 
the captivity, to the captivity. And I will ap- 
point over them four kinds, saith the Lord: 
the sword to slay, and the dogs to tear, and 
the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the 
earth, to devour and destroy. And I will 
cause them to be removed into all kingdoms 
of the earth, because of Manasseh the son of 
Hezekiah king of Judah, for that which he 
did in Jerusalem. 

For who shall have pity upon thee, O 
Jerusalem? or who shall bemoan thee? or 
who shall go aside to ask how thou doest? 
Thou hast forsaken me, saith the Lord, thou 
art gone backward: therefore will I stretch 
out my hand against thee, and destroy thee; 
I am weary with repenting. And I will fan 
them with a fan in the gates of the land; I 
will bereave them of children, I will destroy 
my people, since they return not from their 
ways. Their widows are increased to me 
above the sand of the seas: I have brought 
upon them against the mother of the young 
men a spoiler at noonday: I have caused him 
to fall upon it suddenly, and terrors upon the 
city. She that hath borne seven languished! : 
she hath given up the ghost; her sun is gone 
down while it was yet day: she hath been 
ashamed and confounded: and the residue 
of them will I deliver to the sword before 
their enemies, saith the Lord. 

The Prophets Despair 

Woe is me, 1 my mother, that thou hast 
borne me a man of strife and a man of con- 


1 We are shocked at some of the Prophet’s words. We could almost wish they had not been preserved. We 
feel they are not worthy of a man of God, and must have been wrung from him in a passing spasm of pain. But 
in our hearts we understand them, and on reflection we value every word. For it is in and through his bitter 
experiences we have the knowledge of true religion, of God’s communion with the spirit of man. In him we see 
religion, not as a code of laws, but as a personal relationship with the living God, as ardent in its love as it 
is awe-inspiring. Through his loneliness it shines forth, through his suffering it grows in strength, and in the 
apparent failure and defeat of his ministry this inner life with God becomes a comforting and inspiring 
revelation to the people of God. 
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tendon to the whole earth! I have neither 
lent on usury, nor men have lent to me on 
usury; yet every one of them doth curse me. 
The Loud said. Verily it shall be well with 
thy remnant ; verily I will cause the enemy to 
entreat thee well in the time of evil and in the 
time of affliction. Shall iron break the 
northern iron and the steel? Thy substance 
and thy treasures will I give to the spoil with- 
, out price, and that for all thy sins, even in all 
thy borders. And I will make thee to pass 
with thine enemies into a land which thou 
knowest not: for a fire is kindled in mine 
anger, which shall bum upon you. 

A Prayer for Protection 

O Lord, thou knowest : remember me, and 
visit me, and revenge me of my persecutors; 
take me not away in thy longsuffering : know 
that for thy sake I have suffered rebuke. 
Thy words were found, and I did eat them; 
and thy word was unto me the joy and re- 
joicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy 
name, O Lord God of hosts. I sat not in the 
assembly of the mockers, nor rejoiced; I sat 
alone because of thy hand: for thou hast 
filled me with indignation. Why is my pain 
perpetual, and my wound incurable, which 
refuseth to be healed? wilt thou be altogether 
unto me as a liar, and as waters that fail? 

Therefore thus saith the Lord, If thou 
return, then will I bring thee again, and thou 
shall stand before me: and if thou take forth 
the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as 
my mouth: let them return unto thee; but 
return not thou unto them. And I will make 
thee unto this people a fenced brasen wall: 
and they shall fight against thee, but they 
shall not prevail against thee: for I am with 
thee to save thee and to deliver thee, saith 
the Lord. And I will deliver thee out of the 
hand of the wicked, and I will redeem thee 
out of the hand of the terrible. 

Evil Times 

The word of the Lord came also unto me, 
saying. Thou shalt not take thee a wife, 
neither shalt thou have sons or daughters in 
this place. For thus saith the Lord concern- 
ing the sons and concerning the daughters 
that are bom in this place, and concerning 
their mothers that bare them, and concern- 
ing their fathers that begat them in this land ; 
they shall die of grievous deaths; They shall 


not be lamented; neither shall they be buried; 
but they shall be as dung upon the face of the 
earth: and they shall be consumed by the 
sword, and by famine; and their carcases 
shall be meat for the fowls of heaven, and for 
the beasts of the earth. 

For thus saith the Lord, Enter not into 
the house of mourning, neither go to lament 
nor bemoan them: for I have taken away my 
peace from this people, saith the Lord, even 
lovingkindness and mercies. Both the great 
and the small shall die in this land: they shall 
not be buried, neither shall men lament for 
them, nor cut themselves, nor make them- 
selves bald for them: neither shall men tear 
themselves for them in mourning, to comfort 
them for the dead; neither shall men give 
them the cup of consolation to drink for their 
father or for their mother. Thou shalt not 
also go into the house of feasting, to sit with 
them to eat and to drink. For thus saith the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I 
will cause to cease out of this place in your 
eyes, and in your days, the voice of mirth, 
and the voice of gladness, the voice of the 
bridegroom, and the voice of the bride. 

And it shall come to pass, when thou shalt 
shew this people all these words, and they 
shall say unto thee. Wherefore hath the Lord 
pronounced all this great evil against us? or 
what is our iniquity? or what is our sin that 
we have committed against the Lord our 
God? Then shalt thou say unto them. Be- 
cause your fathers have forsaken me, saith 
the Lord, and have walked after other gods, 
and have served them, and have worshipped 
them, and have forsaken me, and have not 
kept my law; and ye have done worse than 
your fathers; for, behold, ye walk every one 
after the imagination of Ms evil heart, that 
they may not hearken unto me : therefore will 
I cast you out of this land into a land that ye 
know not, neither ye nor your fathers; and 
there shall ye serve other gods day and night; 
where I will not shew you favour. 

Therefore, behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord, that it shall no more be said. The 
Lord liveth, that brought up the children of 
Israel out of the land of Egypt; but. The 
Lord liveth, that brought up the children of 
Israel from the land of the north, and from 
all the lands wMther he had driven them : and 
I will bring them again into their land that I 
gave unto their fathers. 

Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith 
the Lord, and they shall fish them ; and after 
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will I send for many hunters* and they shall 
hunt them from every mountain* and from 
every hill* and out of the holes of the rocks. 
For mine eyes are upon all their ways; they 
are not hid 'from my face* neither is their 
iniquity hid from mine eyes. And first I will 
recompense their iniquity and their sin 
double; because they have defiled my land* 
they have filled mine inheritance with the 
carcases of their detestable and abominable 
things. 

O Lord* my strength* and my fortress* and 
my refuge in the day of affliction* the Gentiles 
shall come unto thee from the ends of the 
earth* and shall say* Surely our fathers have 
inherited lies* vanity, and things wherein 
there is no profit. Shall a man make gods 
unto himself, and they are no gods? 

Therefore* behold, I will this once cause 
them to know, I will cause them to know 
mine hand and my might; and they shall 
know that my name is The Lord. 

The sin of Judah is written with a pen of 
iron, and with the point of a diamond; it is 
graven upon the table of their heart* and 
upon the horns of your altars; whilst their 
children remember their altars and their 
groves by the green trees upon the high hills. 
O my mountain in the field* I will give thy 
substance and all thy treasures to the spoil, 
and thy high places for sin, throughout all 
thy borders. And thou, even thyself, shalt 
discontinue from thine heritage that I gave 
thee; and I will cause thee to serve thine 
enemies in the land which thou knowest not : 
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according to the fruit of his doings.. As the 
partridge sitteth on eggs, and hatcheth them 
not; so he that getteth riches, and not by 
right* shall leave them in the midst of his 
days* and at his end shall be a fool. 

Hope in God 

A glorious high throne from the beginning 
is the place of our sanctuary. O Lord* the 
hope of Israel* all that forsake thee shall be 
ashamed* and they that depart from me shall 
be written in the earth* because they have 
forsaken the Lord* the fountain of living 
waters. Heal me* O Lord* and I shall be 
healed; save me, and I shall be saved; for 
thou art my praise. Behold, they say unto 
me, Where is the word of the Lord? let it 
come now. As for me, I have not hastened 
from being a pastor to follow thee : neither 
have I desired the woeful day; thou knowest; 
that which came out of my lips was right 
before thee. Be not a terror unto me: thou 
art my hope in the day of evil. Let them be 
confounded that persecute me, but let not 
me be confounded: let them be dismayed* 
but let not me be dismayed : bring upon them 
the day of evil* and destroy them with double 
destruction. 

The Prophets Duty 

Thus said the Lord unto me; Go and 
stand in the gate of the children of the people, 
whereby the kings of Judah come in* and by 


for ye have kindled a fire in mine anger* the which they go out, and in all the gates of 
which shall burn for ever. Jerusalem; and say unto them. Hear ye the 

Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the man word of the Lord, ye kings of Judah, and all 

that trusteth in man* and maketh flesh his Judah* and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 

arm, and whose heart departeth from the that enter in by these gates: thus saith the 

Lord. For he shall be like the heath in the Lord; Take heed to yourselves* and bear no 

desert* and shall not see when good cometh; burden on the sabbath day* nor bring it in by 

but shall inhabit the parched places in the the gates of Jerusalem; neither carry forth a 

wilderness* in a salt land and not inhabited, burden out of your houses on the sabbath 

Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, day, neither do ye any work, but hallow ye 

and whose hope the Lord is. For he shall be the sabbath day, as I commanded your 

as a tree planted by the waters, and that fathers. But they obeyed not, neither in- 

spreadeth out her roots by the river* and clined their ear* but made their neck stiff, 
shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf that they might not hear, nor receive instruc- 

shall be green; and shall not be careful in the tion, 

year of drought, neither shall cease from And it shall come to pass, if ye diligently 
yielding fruit. hearken unto me, saith the Lord, to bring in 

The heart is deceitful above all things, and no burden through the gates of this city on 

desperately wicked : who can know it? I the the sabbath day, but hallow the sabbath day. 

Lord search the heart, I try the reins* even to do no work therein; then shall there enter 

to give every man according to his ways, and into the gates of this city kings and princes 
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sitting upon the throne of David, riding in 
chariots 'and. on horses, they, and their 
princes, the men of Judah, and the inhabit- 
ants of Jerusalem: and this city shall remain 
for ever. And they shall come from the cities 
of Judah, and from the places about Jeru- 
salem, and from the land of Benjamin, and 
from the plain, and from the mountains, and 
from the south, bringing burnt offerings, and 
sacrifices, and meat offerings, and incense, 
and bringing sacrifices of praise, unto the 
house of the Lord. But if ye will not hearken 
unto me to hallow the sabbath day, and not 
to bear a burden, even entering in at the 
gates of Jerusalem on the sabbath day; then 
will I kindle .a fire in the gates thereof, and it 
shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it 
shall not be quenched. 

A POTTER’S VESSEL Jer . 18, w8 

The Prophet watches the potter at work . The 
clay on the wheel breaks to pieces , or will not 
yield to the pressure of the potter* s hand. It will 
not hold together , nor take the form he has in 
mind . Does he cast it away ? No , hut tries to 
mould it to a different shape . Iff thinks the 
Prophet , Israel mil not take the shape of a 
state or kingdom* it may take another form , 
and still he a vessel of honour and service to 
God . 

The word which came to Jeremiah from 
the Lord, saying. Arise, and go down to the 
potter’s house, and there I will cause thee to 
hear my words. Then I went down to the 
potter’s house, and, behold, he wrought a 
work on the wheels. And the vessel that he 
made of clay was marred in the hand of the 
potter : so he made it again another vessel, as 
seemed good to the potter to make it. 

Then the word of the Lord came to me, 
saying, O house of Israel, cannot I do with 
you as this potter? saith the Lord. Behold, 
as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are ye in 
mine hand, O house of Israel. At what in- 
stant I shall speak concerning a nation, and 
concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to 
pull down, and to destroy it; if that nation, 
against whom I have pronounced, turn from 
their evil, I will repent of the evil that I 
thought to do unto them. And at what in- 
stant I shall speak concerning a nation, and 
concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant 
it; if it do evil in my sight, that it obey not 
my voice, then I will repent of the good, 


wherewith I said I would benefit them. Now 
therefore go to, speak to the men of Judah, 
and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying. 
Thus saith the Lord; Behold, I frame evil 
against you, and devise a device against you: 
return ye now every one from his evil way, 
and make your ways and your doings good. 
And they said. There is no hope : but we will 
walk after our own devices, and we will every 
one do the imagination of his evil heart. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord; Ask ye 
now among the heathen, who hath heard 
such things : the virgin of Israel hath done a 
very horrible thing. Will a man leave the 
snow of Lebanon which cometh from the 
rock of the field? or shall the cold flowing 
waters that come from another place be for- 
saken? Because my people hath forgotten 
me, they have burned incense to vanity, and 
they have caused them to stumble in their 
ways from the ancient paths, to walk in paths, 
in a way not cast up; to make their land deso- 
late, and a perpetual hissing; every one that 
passeth thereby shall be astonished, and wag 
his head. I will scatter them as with an east 
wind before the enemy; I will shew them the 
back, and not the face, in the day of their 
calamity. 

A Plot against the Prophet 

Then said they. Come, and let us devise 
devices against Jeremiah; for the law shall 
not perish from the priest, nor counsel from 
the wise, nor the word from the prophet. 
Come, and let us smite him with the tongue, 
and let us not give heed to any of his words* 

Give heed to me, O Lord, and hearken to 
the voice of them that contend with me. 
Shall evil be recompensed for good? for they 
have digged a pit for my soul. Remember 
that I stood before thee to speak good for 
them, and to turn away thy wrath from them. 
Therefore deliver up their children to the 
famine, and pour out their blood by the force 
of the sword; and let their wives be bereaved 
of their children, and be widows; and let 
their men be put to death; let their young 
men be slain by the sword in battle. " Let a 
cry be heard from their houses, when thou 
shalt bring a troop suddenly upon them: for 
they have digged a pit to take me, and hid 
snares for my feet. Yet, Lord, thou knowest 
all their counsel against me to slay me: for- 
give not their iniquity, neither blot out their 
sin from thy sight, but let them be over- 



thrown before thee; deal thus with them in 
the time of thine anger. 

A Broken Jar 

Thus saith the Lord, Go and get a potter 2 s 
earthen bottle, and take of the ancients of the 
people, and of the ancients of the priests; 
and go forth unto the valley of the son of 
Hinnom, which is by the entry of the east 
gate, and proclaim there the words that I 
shall tell thee, and say. Hear ye the word of 
the Lord, O kings of Judah, and inhabitants 
of Jerusalem; Thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring evil 
upon this, place, the which whosoever hear- 
eth, his ears shall tingle. Because they have 
forsaken me, and have estranged this place, 
and have burned incense in it unto other 
gods, whom neither they nor their fathers 
have known, nor the kings of Judah, and 
have filled this place with the blood of inno- 
cents; they have built also the high places of 
Baal, to burn their sons with fire for burnt 
offerings unto Baal, which I commanded not, 
nor spake it, neither came it into my mind: 
therefore, behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that this place shall no more be called 
Tophet, nor The valley of the son of Hin- 
nom, but The valley of slaughter. And I will 
make void the counsel of Judah and Jeru- 
salem in this place; and I will cause them to 
fall by the sword before their enemies, and 
by the hands of them that seek their lives: 
and their carcases will I give to be meat for 
the fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of 
the earth. And I will make this city desolate, 
and an hissing; every one that passeth there- 
by shall be astonished and hiss because of all 
the plagues thereof. And I will cause them 
to eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of 
their daughters, and they shall eat every one 
the flesh of his friend in the siege and strait- 
ness, wherewith their enemies, and they that 
seek their lives, shall straiten them. 

Then shalt thou break the bottle in the 
sight of the men that go with thee, and shalt 
say unto them. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; 
Even so will I break this people and this city, 
as one breaketh a potter’s vessel, that cannot 
be made whole again: and they shall bury 
them in Tophet, till there be no place to bury. 
Thus will I do unto this place, saith the 
Lord, and to the inhabitants thereof, and 
even make this city as Tophet : and the houses 
of Jerusalem, and the houses of the kings of 
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Judah, shall be defiled as the place of Tophet, 
because of all the houses upon whose roofs 
they have burned incense unto all the host of 
heaven, and have poured out drink offerings 
unto other gods. 

Then came Jeremiah from Tophet, 
whither the Lord had sent him to prophesy; 
and he stood in the court of the Lord’s house; 
and said to all the people. Thus saith the Lord 
of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will 
bring upon this city and upon all her towns 
all the evil that I have pronounced against it, 
because they have hardened their necks, that 
they might not hear my words. 


The Prophet Attacked 

Now Pashur the son of Immer the priest, 
who was also chief governor in the house of 
the Lord, heard that Jeremiah prophesied 
these things. Then Pashur smote Jeremiah 
the prophet, and put him in the stocks that 
were in the high gate of Benjamin, which was 
by the house of the Lord. And it came to 
pass on the morrow, that Pashur brought 
forth Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then said 
Jeremiah unto him, The Lord hath not 
called thy name Pashur, but Magor-missabib. 
For thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will make 
thee a terror to thyself, and to all thy friends : 
and they shall fall by the sword of their 
enemies, and thine eyes shall behold it: and 
I will give all Judah into the hand of the king 
of Babylon, and he shall carry them cap- 
tive into Babylon, and shall slay them with 
the sword. Moreover I will deliver all the 
strength of this city, and all the labours 
thereof, and all the precious things thereof, 
and all the treasures of the kings of Judah will 
I give into the hand of their enemies, which 
shall spoil them, and take them, and carry 
them to Babylon. And thou, Pashur, and all 
that dwell in thine house shall go into cap- 
tivity: and thou shalt come to Babylon, and 
there thou shalt die, and shalt be buried 
there, thou, and all thy friends, to whom 
thou hast prophesied lies. 


The Prophets Depression 

O Lord, thou hast deceived me, and I was 
deceived: thou art stronger than I, and hast 
prevailed: I am in derision daily, every one 
mocketh me. For since I spake, I cried out, 
I cried violence and spoil; because the word 
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of the Lord was made a reproach unto me, 
and a derision, daily. Then I said, I will not 
make mention of him, nor speak any more in 
Ms name. But his word was in mine heart as 
a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was 
weary with forbearing, and I could not stay. 
For I heard the defaming of many, fear on 
every side. Report, say they, and we will 
report it. All my familiars watched for my 
halting, saying, Peradventure he will be en- 
ticed, and we shall prevail against him, and 
we shall take our revenge on him. But the 
Lord is with me as a mighty terrible one; 
therefore my persecutors shall stumble, and 
they shall not prevail: they shall be greatly 
ashamed; for they shall not prosper: their 
everlasting confusion shall never be forgot- 
ten. But, O Lord of hosts, that triest the 
righteous, and seest the reins and the heart. 


let me see thy vengeance on them: for unto 
thee have I opened my cause. Sing unto the 
Lord, praise ye the Lord: for he hath de- 
livered the soul of the poor from the hand of 
evildoers. 

Cursed be the day wherein I was born: let 
not the day wherein my mother bare me be 
blessed. Cursed be the man who brought 
tidings to my father, saying, A man cMld is 
bom unto thee; making him very glad. And 
let that man be as the cities which the Lord 
overthrew, and repented not: and let him 
hear the cry in the morning, and the shouting 
at noontide ; because he slew me not from the 
womb; or that my mother might have been 
my grave, and her womb to be always great 
with me. Wherefore came I forth out of the 
womb to see labour and sorrow, that my days 
should be consumed with shame? 


THE ACTIVE SERVANT OF GOD 

BY WORD AND DEED PROCLAIMING THE TRUTH 


JEREMIAH 


CHAPTERS 21, i— 29, 32 


Let no one conclude from Jeremiah’s reputation as a suffering servant , a man of sorrow 
and tearsy that his service consisted solely in hearing bravely tribulation and persecution. 
For Jeremiah was neither placid nor passive . He was a man of action , of enter - 
prisey of deliberate and continuous endeavour. Like most men y he had times of depression 
but when they descended upon hmty he sought the presence of his Lordy and came forth 
with his spirit quickened and vitalized . For the service of God demands dynamic action. 
It enlists men of ability and energy , and often endows those possessing modest gifts with 
surpassing spiritual power . The originality and comprehensiveness of Jeremiah’s ministry 
are as worthy of notice as his daring and perseverance. 



1HE word which came unto Jere- 
miah from the Lord, when king 
Zedekiah sent unto him Pashur the 
son of MelcMah, and Zephaniah 
the son of Maaseiah the priest, saying. En- 
quire, I pray thee, of the Lord for us; for 
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon maketh 
war against us; if so be that the Lord will 
deal with us according to all his wondrous 
works, that he may go up from us. 

Then said Jeremiah unto them, Thus shall 
ye say to Zedekiah: Thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel; Behold, I will turn back 
the weapons of war that are in your hands, 
wherewith ye fight against the king of 


Babylon, and against the Chaldeans, which 
besiege you without the walls, and I will 
assemble them into the midst of this city. 
And I myself will fight against you with 
an outstretched hand and with a strong 
arm, even in anger, and in fury, and in 
great wrath. And I will smite the inhabit- 
ants of this city, both man and beast: they 
shall die of a great pestilence. And after- 
ward, saith the Lord, I will deliver Zedekiah 
king of Judah, and Ms servants, and the 
people, and such as are left in tMs city from 
the pestilence, from the sword, and from the 
famine, into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar 
king of Babylon, and into the hand of their 
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enemies* and into the hand of those that seek 
their life: and he shall smite them with the 
edge of the sword; he shall not spare them* 
neither have pity* nor have mercy. 

And unto this people thou shaft say* Thus 
saith the Lord; Behold* I set before you the 
way of life* and the way of death. He that 
abideth in this city shall die by the sword* 
and by the famine* and by the pestilence : but 
he that goeth out* and falleth to the Chal- 
deans that besiege you* he shall live* and his 
life shall be unto him for a prey. For I have 
set my face against this city for evil* and not 
for good* saith the Lord: it shall be given 
into the hand of the king of Babylon* and he 
shall burn it with fire. 

An Appeal to the Rulers 

And touching the house of the king of 
Judah* say. Hear ye the word of the Lord ; O 
house of David* thus saith the Lord ; Exe- 
cute judgment in the morning* and deliver 
him that is spoiled out of the hand of the 
oppressor* lest my fury go out like fire* and 
bum that none can quench it* because of the 
evil of your doings. Behold, I am against 
thee* O inhabitant of the valley* and rock of 
the plain* saith the Lord; which say* Who 
shall come down against us? or who shall 
enter into our habitations? But I will punish 
you according to the fruit of your doings* 
saith the Lord : and I will kindle a fire in the 
forest thereof* and it shall devour all things 
round about it. 

Thus saith the Lord; Go down to the 
house of the king of Judah* and speak there 
this word* and say* Hear the word of the 
Lord* O king of Judah* that sittest upon the 
throne of David* thou* and thy servants* and 
thy people that enter in by these gates : Thus 
saith the Lord; Execute ye judgment and 
righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of 
the hand of the oppressor: and do no wrong* 
do no violence to the stranger* the fatherless* 
nor the widow, neither shed innocent blood 
in this place. For if ye do this thing indeed* 
then shall there enter in by the gates of this 
house kings sitting upon the throne of David* 
riding in chariots and on horses* he* and his 
servants* and his people. But if ye will not 
hear these words* I swear by myself* saith the 
Lord* that this house shall become a desola- 
tion. For thus saith the Lord unto the king’s 
house of Judah; Thou art Gilead unto me* 
and the head of Lebanon: yet surely I will 


JEREMIAH 22* 22 

make thee a wilderness, and cities which are 
not inhabited. And I will prepare destroyers 
against thee* every one with his weapons: 
and they shall cut down thy choice cedars* 
and cast them into the fire. And many 
nations shall pass by this city* and they shall 
say every man to Ms neighbour* Wherefore 
hath the Lord done thus unto this great city?' 
Then they shall answer* Because they have 
forsaken the covenant of the Lord their 
God* and worsMpped other gods* and served 
them. 

Weep ye not for the dead* neither bemoan 
him: but weep sore for him that goeth away: 
for he shall return no more* nor see Ms native 
country. For thus saith the Lord touching 
Shallum the son of Josiah king of Judah* 
wMch reigned instead of Josiah Ms father* 
wMch went forth out of tMs place; He shall 
not return tMther any more: but he shall die 
in the place wMther they have led him cap- 
tive* and shall see tMs land no more. 

Woe unto Mm that buildeth Ms house 
by unrighteousness, and Ms chambers by 
wrong; that useth Ms neighbour’s service 
without wages* and giveth him not for Ms 
work; that saith* I will build me a wide 
house and large chambers* and cutteth him 
out windows ; and it is cieled with cedar* and 
painted with vermilion. Shalt thou reign* 
because thou closest thyself in cedar? did not 
thy father eat and drink* and do judgment 
and justice* and then it was well with him? 
He judged the cause of the poor and needy; 
then it was well with him: was not tMs to 
know me? saith the Lord. But thine eyes 
and thine heart are not but for thy covetous- 
ness* and for to shed innocent blood* and for 
oppression* and for violence* to do it. There- 
fore thus saith the Lord concerning Jehoi- 
akim the son of Josiah king of Judah; They 
shall not lament for him* saying* Ah my 
brother l or. Ah sister! they shall not lament 
for him* saying* Ah lord! or* Ah Ms glory! 
He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, 
drawn and cast forth beyond the gates of 
Jerusalem. 

Go up to Lebanon* and cry; and lift up 
thy voice in Bashan* and cry from the pass- 
ages : for all thy lovers are destroyed. I spake 
unto thee in thy prosperity; but thou saidst* 
I will not hear. TMs hath been thy manner 
from thy youth* that thou obeyedst not my 
voice. The wind shall eat up all thy pastors* 
and thy lovers shall go into captivity: surely 
then shalt thou be ashamed and confounded 
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for all thy wickedness . O inhabitant of Leba- 
non, that makest thy nest in the cedars, how 
gracious shalt thou be when pangs come 
upon thee, the pain as of a woman in travail! 

As I live, saith the Lord, though Coniah 
the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah were the 
signet upon my right hand, yet would I 
pluck thee thence; and I will give thee into 
the hand of them that seek thy life, and into 
the hand of them whose face thou fearest, 
even into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king 
of Babylon, and into the hand of the Chal- 
deans. And I will cast thee out, and thy 
mother that bare thee, into another country, 
where ye were not bom; and there shall ye 
die. But to the land whereunto they desire 
to return, thither shall they not return. Is 
this man Coniah a despised broken idol? is 
he a vessel wherein is no pleasure? where- 
fore are they cast out, he and his seed, and 
are cast into a land which they know not? O 
earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the 
Lord. Thus saith the Lord, Write ye this 
man childless, a man that shall not prosper 
in his days : for no man of his seed shall pros- 
per, sitting upon the throne of David, and 
ruling any more in Judah. 

A 1 Reign of Righteousness 

Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and 
scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the 
Lord. Therefore thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel against the pastors that feed my peo- 
ple; Ye have scattered my flock, and driven 
them away, and have not visited them: be- 
hold, I will visit upon you the evil of your 
doings, saith the Lord. And I will gather 
the remnant of my flock out of all countries 
whither I have driven them, and will bring 
them again to their folds; and they shall be 
fruitful and increase. And I will set up shep- 
herds over them which shall feed them: and 
they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, 
neither shall they be lacking, saith the Lord. 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that I will raise unto David a righteous 
Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, 
and shall execute judgment and justice in the 
earth. In his days Judah shall be saved, and 
Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name 
whereby he shall be called, THE LORD 
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. Therefore, be- 
hold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
they shall no more say, The Lord liveth, 
which brought up the children of Israel out 


of the land of Egypt; but. The Lord liveth, 
which brought up and which led the seed of 
the house of Israel out of the north country, 
and from all countries whither I had driven 
them; and they shall dwell in their own land. 

False Prophets Denounced 

Mine heart within me is broken because of 
the prophets; all my bones shake; I am like 
a drunken man, and like a man whom wine 
hath overcome, because of the Lord, and be- 
cause of the words of his holiness. For the 
land is full of adulterers; for because of 
swearing the land moumeth; the pleasant 
places of the wilderness are dried up, and 
their course is evil, and their force is not 
right. For both prophet and priest are pro- 
fane; yea, in my house have I found their 
wickedness, saith the Lord. Wherefore their 
way shall be unto them as slippery ways in the 
darkness: they shall be driven on, and fall 
therein : for I will bring evil upon them, even 
the year of their visitation, saith the Lord. 

And I have seen folly in the prophets of 
Samaria ; they prophesied in Baal, and caused 
my people Israel to err. I have seen also in 
the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: 
they commit adultery, and walk in lies: they 
strengthen also the hands of evildoers, that 
none doth return from his wickedness : they 
are all of them unto me as Sodom, and the 
inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah. Therefore 
thus saith the Lord of hosts concerning the 
prophets; Behold, I will feed them with 
wormwood, and make them drink the water 
of gall: for from the prophets of Jerusalem is 
profaneness gone forth into all the land. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts. Hearken not 
unto the words of the prophets that prophesy 
unto you: they make you vain: they speak a 
vision of their own heart, and not out of the 
mouth of the Lord. They say still unto them 
that despise me, The Lord hath said. Ye 
shall have peace ; and they say unto every one 
that walketh after the imagination of his own 
heart. No evil shall come upon you. For who 
hath stood in the counsel of the Lord, and 
hath perceived and heard his word? who 
hath marked his word, and heard it? Behold, 
a whirlwind of the Lord is gone forthinfury, 
even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall griev- 
ously upon the head of the wicked. The 
anger of the Lord shall not return, until he 
have executed, and till he have performed 
the thoughts of his heart; in the latter days 
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ye shall consider it perfectly. I have not sent 
these prophets, yet they ran; 1 have not 
spoken to them, yet they prophesied. But if 
they had stood in my counsel, and had 
caused my people to hear my words, then 
they should have turned them from their 
evil way, and from the evil of their doings. 

Am I a God at hand, saith the Lord, and 
not a God afar off? Can any hide himself in 
secret places that I shall not see him? saith 
the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and earth? 
saith the Lord. I have heard what the pro- 
phets said, that prophesy lies in my name, 
saying, I have dreamed, I have dreamed. 
How long shall this be in the heart of the 
prophets that prophesy lies? yea, they are 
prophets of the deceit of their own heart; 
which think to cause my people to forget my 
name by their dreams which they tell every 
man to his neighbour, as their fathers have 
forgotten my name for Baal. The prophet 
that hathadream,let him tell a dream; and he 
that hath my word, let him speak my word 
faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat? 
saith the Lord. Is not my word like as a fire? 
saith the Lord; and like a hammer that 
breaketh the rock in pieces? Therefore, be- 
hold, I am against the prophets, saith the 
Lord, that steal my words every one from 
his neighbour. Behold, I am against the 
prophets, saith the Lord, that use their 
tongues, and say. He saith. Behold, I am 
against them that prophesy false dreams, 
saith the Lord, and do tell them, and cause 
my people to err by their lies, and by their 
lightness; yet I sent them not, nor com- 
manded them : therefore they shall not profit 
this people at all, saith the Lord. 

And when this people, or the prophet, or 
a priest, shall ask thee, saying. What is the 
burden of the Lord ? thou shalt then say un- 
to them. What burden? I will even forsake 
you, saith the Lord. And as for the prophet, 
and the priest, and the people, that shall say. 
The burden of the Lord, I will even punish 
that man and his house. Thus shall ye say 
every one to his neighbour, and every one to 
his brother. What hath the Lord answered? 
and. What hath the Lord spoken? And the 
burden of the Lord ‘shall ye mention no 
more; for every man’s word shall be his 
burden; for ye have perverted the words of 
the living God, of the Lord of hosts our God. 
Thus shalt thou say to the prophet. What 
hath the Lord answered thee? and. What 
hath the Lord spoken? But since ye say. 
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The burden of the Lord ; therefore thus saith 
the Lord; Because ye say this word. The 
burden of the Lord, and I have sent unto 
you, saying. Ye shall not say. The burden of 
the Lord; therefore, behold, I, even I, will 
utterly forget you, and I will forsake you, and 
the city that I gave you and your fathers, and 
cast you out of my presence : and I will bring 
an everlasting reproach upon you, and a per- 
petual shame, which shall not be forgotten. 


A BASKET OF FIGS Jen 24, i-io 

We know Jeremiah too well to say that the 
distinction he made between the good and bad 
figs was based on anything other than the real 
character of the people. The best of them had 
been taken into exile? and it was foolish for those 
who remained to regard themselves as the 
favoured people. 

The Lord shewed me, and, behold, two 
baskets of figs were set before the temple of 
the Lord, after that Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon had carried away captive Jeconiah 
the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, and the 
princes of Judah, with the carpenters and 
smiths, from Jerusalem, and had brought 
them to Babylon. One basket had very good 
figs, even like the figs that are first ripe; and 
the other basket had very naughty figs, which 
could not be eaten, they were so bad. Then 
said the Lord unto me. What seest thou, 
Jeremiah? And I said. Figs; the good figs, 
very good; and the evil, very evil, that can- 
not be eaten, they are so evil. 

Again the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying. Thus saith the Lord, the God of 
Israel; Like these good figs, so will I acknow- 
ledge them that are carried away captive of 
Judah, whom I have sent out of this place 
into the land of the Chaldeans for their good. 
For I will set mine eyes upon them for good, 
and I will bring them again to this land; and 
I will build them, and not pull them down; 
and I will plant them, and not pluck them up. 
And I will give them an heart to know me, 
that I am the Lord ; and they shall be my 
people, and I will be their God: for they 
shall return unto me with their whole heart. 

And as the evil figs, which cannot be eaten, 
they are so evil; surely thus saith the Lord, 
So will I give Zedekiah the king of Judah, 
and his princes, and the residue of Jerusalem, 
that remain in this land, and them that dwell 


787 


JEREMIAH 24, 8 

in the land of Egypt: and I will deliver them 
to be removed into all the kingdoms of the 
earth for their hurt, to be a reproach and a 
proverb, a taunt and a curse, in all places 
whither I shall drive them* And I will send 
the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, 
among them, till they be consumed from off 
the land that I gave unto them and to their 
fathers. 

The Cup of the Lord's Fury 

The word that came t6 Jeremiah concern- 
ing all the people of Judah in the fourth year 
of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, 
that was the first year of Nebuchadrezzar 
king of Babylon ; the which Jeremiah the pro- 
phet spake unto all the people of Judah, and 
to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying. 
From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of 
Amon king of Judah, even unto this day, that 
is the three and twentieth year, the word of 
the Lord hath come unto me, and I have 
spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; 
but ye have not hearkened. And the Lord 
hath sent unto you all his servants the pro- 
phets, rising early and sending them ; but ye 
have not hearkened, nor inclined your ear to 
hear. They said. Turn ye again now every 
one from his evil way, and from the evil of 
your doings, and dwell in the land that the 
Lord hath given unto you and to your fathers 
for ever and ever : and go not after other gods 
to serve them, and to worship them, and pro- 
voke me not to anger with the works of your 
hands; and I will do you no hurt. Yet ye 
have not hearkened unto me, saith the Lord ; 
that ye might provoke me to anger with the 
works of your hands to your own hurt. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; Be- 
cause ye have not heard my words, behold, 
I will send and take all the families of the 
north, saith the Lord, and Nebuchadrezzar 
the king of Babylon, my servant, and will 
bring them against this land, and against the 
inhabitants thereof, and against all these 
nations round about, and will utterly destroy 
them, and make them an astonishment, and 
an hissing, and perpetual desolations. More- 
over I will take from them the voice of mirth, 
and the voice of gladness, the voice of the 
bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the 
sound of the millstones, and the light of 
the candle. And this whole land shall be a 


desolation, and an astonishment; and these 
nations shall serve the king of Babylon 
seventy years. 

And it shall come to pass, when seventy 
years are accomplished, that I will punish 
the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith 
the Lord, for their iniquity, and the land 
of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual 
desolations. And I will bring upon that land 
all my words which I have pronounced 
against it, even all that is written in this book, 
which Jeremiah hath prophesied against all 
the nations. For many nations and great 
kings shall serve themselves of them also: 
and I will recompense them according to 
their deeds, and according to the works of 
their own hands. 

For thus saith the Lord God of Israel un- 
to me; Take the wine cup 1 of this fury at my 
hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I 
send thee, to drink it. And they shall drink, 
and be moved, and be mad, because of the 
sword that I will send among them. Then 
took I the cup at the Lord’s hand, and made 
all the nations to drink, unto whom the Lord 
had sent me : to wit, Jerusalem, and the cities 
of Judah, and the kings thereof, and the 
princes thereof, to make them a desolation, 
an astonishment, an hissing, and a curse; as 
it is this day; Pharaoh king of Egypt, and his 
servants, and his princes, and all his people; 
and all the mingled people, and all the kings 
of the land of Uz, and all the kings of the 
land of the Philistines, and Ashkelon, and 
Azzah, and Ekron, and the remnant of Ash- 
dod, Edom, and Moab, and the children of 
Ammon, and all the kings of Tyrus, and all 
the kings of Zidon, and the kings of the isles 
which are beyond the sea, Dedan, and Tema, 
and Buz, and all that are in the utmost 
comers, and all the kings of Arabia, and all 
the kings of the mingled people that dwell 
in the desert, and all the kings of Zimri, and 
all the kings of Elam, and all the kings of the 
Medes, and all the kings of the north, far and 
near, one with another, and all the kingdoms 
of the world, which are upon the face of the 
earth: and the king of Sheshach shall drink 
after them. 

Therefore thou shalt say unto them, Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; 
Drink ye, and be drunken, and spue, and fall, 
and rise no more, because of the sword which 
I will send among you. And it shall be, if 
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they refuse to take the cup at thine hand to 
drink, then shall thou say unto them. Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts; Ye shall certainly 
drink. For, lo, I begin to bring evil on the 
city which is called by my name, and should 
ye be utterly unpunished? Ye shall not be 
unpunished : for I will call for a sword upon 
all the inhabitants of the earth, saith the 
Lord of hosts. 

Therefore prophesy thou against them all 
these words, and say unto them. The Lord 
shall roar from on high, and utter his voice 
from his holy habitation; he shall mightily 
roar upon his habitation; he shall give a 
shout, as they that tread the grapes, against 
all the inhabitants of the earth. A noise shall 
come even to the ends of the earth; for the 
Lord hath a controversy with the nations, 
he will plead with all flesh; he will give 
them that are wicked to the sword, saith 
the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Behold, evil 
shall go forth from nation to nation, and 
a great whirlwind shall be raised up from 
the coasts of the earth. And the slain of the 
Lord shall be at that day from one end of the 
earth even unto the other end of the earth: 
they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, 
nor buried; they shall be dung upon the 
ground. Howl, ye shepherds, and cry; and 
wallow yourselves in the ashes, ye. principal 
of the flock: for the days of your slaughter 
and of your dispersions are accomplished; 
and ye shall fall like a pleasant vessel. And 
the shepherds shall have no way to flee, nor 
the principal of the flock to escape. A voice 
of the cry of the shepherds, and an howling 
of the principal of the flock, shall be heard: 
for the Lord hath spoiled their pasture. And 
the peaceable habitations are cut down be- 
cause of the fierce anger of the Lord. He 
hath forsaken his covert, as the lion: for their 
land is desolate because of the fierceness of 
the oppressor, and because of his fierce anger. 

A Daring Declaration 

In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim 
the son of Josiah king of Judah came this 
word from the Lord, saying. Thus saith the 
Lord; Stand in the court of the Lord’s 
house, and speak unto all the cities of Judah, 
which come to worship in the Lord’s house, 
all the words that I command thee to speak 
unto them; diminish not a word: if so be 
they will hearken, and turn every man from 
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his evil way, that I may repent me of the evil, 
which I purpose to do unto them because of 
the evil of their doings. And thou shall say 
unto them, Thus saith the Lord; If ye will 
not hearken to me, to walk in my law, which 
I have set before you, to hearken to the 
words of my servants the prophets, whom I 
sent unto you, both rising up early, and send- 
ing them, but ye have not hearkened; then 
will I make this house like Shiloh, and will 
make this city a curse to all the nations of the 
earth. So the priests and the prophets and all 
the people heard Jeremiah speaking these 
words in the house of the Lord. 

Accused of Blasphemy 

Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah had 
made an end of speaking all that the Lord 
had commanded him to speak unto all the 
people, that the priests and the prophets and 
all the people took him, saying. Thou shalt 
surely die. Why hast thou prophesied in the 
name of the Lord, saying. This house shall 
be like Shiloh, and this city,shal! be desolate 
without an inhabitant? And all the people 
were gathered against Jeremiah in the house 
of the Lord. 

When the princes of Judah heard these 
things, then they came up from the king’s 
house unto the house of the Lord, and sat 
down in the entry of the new gate of the 
Lord’s house. Then spake the priests and 
the prophets unto the princes and to all the 
people, saying. This man is worthy to die; 
for he hath prophesied against this city, as ye 
have heard with your ears. Then spake Jere- 
miah unto all the princes and to all the 
people, saying. The Lord sent me to pro- 
phesy against this house and against this city 
all the words that ye have heard, Therefore 
now amend your ways and your doings, and 
obey the voice of the Lord your God; and 
the Lord will repent him of the evil that he 
hath pronounced against you. As for me, 
behold, I am in your hand: do with me as 
seemeth good and meet unto you. But know 
ye for certain, that if ye put me to death, ye 
shall surely bring innocent blood upon your- 
selves, and upon this city, and upon the in- 
habitants thereof : for of a truth the Lord 
hath sent me unto you to speak all these 
words in your ears. 

Then said the princes and all the people 
unto the priests and to the prophets; This 
man is not worthy to die : for he hath spoken 
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to us in the name of the Lord our God, 
Then rose up certain of the elders of the 
land, and spake to all the assembly of the 
people, saying, Micah the Morasthite pro- 
phesied in the days of Hezekiah king of 
Judah, and spake to all the people of Judah, 
saying. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Zion 
shah be plowed like a field, and Jerusalem 
shall become heaps, and the mountain of the 
house as the high places of a forest. Did 
Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah 
put him at all to death? did he not fear 
the Lord, and besought the Lord, and the 
Lord repented him of the evil which he 
had pronounced against them? Thus might 
we procure great evil against our souls. 

And there was also a man that prophesied 
in the name of the Lord, Urijah the son of 
Sliemaiah of Kirjath-jearim, who prophesied 
against this city and against this land accord- 
ing to all the words of Jeremiah: and when 
Jehoiakim the king, with all his mighty men, 
and all the princes, heard his words, the king 
sought to put him to death: but when Urijah 
heard it, he was afraid, and fled, and went 
into Egypt; and Jehoiakim the king sent men 
into Egypt, namely, Elnathan the son of 
Achbor, and certain men with him into 
Egypt. And they fetched forth Urijah out of 
Egypt, and brought him unto Jehoiakim the 
king; who slew him with the sword, and cast 
his dead body into the graves of the com- 
mon people. Nevertheless the hand of Ahi- 
kam the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, 
that they should not give him into the hand 
of the people to put him to death. 

BONDS AND YOKES Jer. 27, x— 28, 17 

A yoke was the symbol of submission , and with 
a yoke round his neck Jeremiah declared that 
submission to Babylon was Judah* s duty. He 
would have preferred to think otherwise , like 
Hananiah , and even went again to the Lord to 
make doubly sure that he was right . Not only 
was his message confirmed ; it was enlarged. 
Hananiah? $ policy , he added , would tend to 
make the Babylonian rule more burdensome. 

In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim 
the son of Josiah king of Judah came this 
word unto Jeremiah from the Lord, saying. 
Thus saith the Lord to me; Make thee 
bonds and yokes, and put them upon thy 
neck, and send them to the king of Edom, 
and to the king of Moab, and to the king of 


the Ammonites, and to the king of Tyras, 
and to the king of Zidon, by the hand of the 
messengers which come to Jerusalem unto 
Zedekiah king of Judah; and command them 
to say unto their masters, Thus saith the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Thus shall 
ye say unto your masters; I have made the 
earth, the man and the beast that are upon 
the ground, by my great power and by my 
outstretched arm, and have given it unto 
whom it seemed meet unto me. And now 
have I given all these lands into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my 
servant; and the beasts of the field have I 
given him also to serve him. And all nations 
shall serve him, and his son, and his son's 
son, until the very time of his land come : and 
then many nations and great kings shall serve 
themselves of him. And it shall come to pass, 
that the nation and kingdom which will not 
serve the same Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon, and that will not put their neck 
under the yoke of the king of Babylon, that 
nation will I punish, saith the Lord, with the 
sword, and with the famine, and with the 
pestilence, until I have consumed them by 
his hand. Therefore hearken not ye to your 
prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your 
dreamers, nor to your enchanters, nor to 
your sorcerers, which speak unto you, saying. 
Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon: for 
they prophesy a lie unto you, to remove you 
far from your land; and that I should drive 
you out, and ye should perish. But the 
nations that bring their neck under the yoke 
of the king of Babylon, and serve him, those 
will I let remain still in their own land, saith 
the Lord; and they shall till it, and dwell 
therein. 

I spake also to Zedekiah king of Judah 
according to all these words, saying, Bring 
your necks under the yoke of the king of 
Babylon, and serve him and his people, and 
live. Why will ye die, thou and thy people, 
by the sword, by the famine, and by the 
pestilence, as the Lord hath spoken against 
the nation that will not serve the king of 
Babylon? Therefore hearken not unto the 
words of the prophets that speak unto you, 
saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Baby- 
lon : for they prophesy a lie unto you. For I 
have not sent them, saith the Lord, yet they 
prophesy a lie in my name; that I might 
drive you out, and that ye might perish, ye, 
and the prophets that prophesy unto you. 

Also I spake to the priests and to all this 



people, saying. Thus saith the Lord; Heark- 
en not to the words of your prophets that 
prophesy unto you, saying, Behold, the 
vessels of the Lord’s house shall now shortly 
be brought again from Babylon: for they 
prophesy a lie unto you* Hearken not unto 
them; serve the king of Babylon, and live: 
wherefore should this city be laid waste? 
But if they be prophets, and if the word of 
the Lord be with them, let them now make 
Intercession to the Lord of hosts, that the 
vessels which are left in the house of the 
Lord, and in the house of the king of Judah, 
and at Jerusalem, go not to Babylon. For 
thus saith the Lord of hosts concerning the 
pillars, and concerning the sea, and concern- 
ing the bases, and concerning the residue of 
the vessels that remain in this city, which 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took not, 
when he carried away captive Jeconiah the 
son of Jehoiakim king of Judah from Jeru- 
salem to Babylon, and all the nobles of 
Judah and Jerusalem; yea, thus saith the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning 
the vessels that remain in the house of the 
LORD, and in the house of the king of Judah 
and of Jerusalem; They shall be carried to 
Babylon, and there shall they be until the 
day that I visit them, saith the Lord; then 
will I bring them up, and restore them to 
this place. 

The Broken Yoke 

And it came to pass the same year, in the 
beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of 
Judah, in the fourth year, and in the fifth 
month, that Hananiah the son of Azur the 
prophet, which was of Gibeon, spake unto 
me in the house of the Lord, in the presence 
of the priests and of all the people, saying, 
Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel, saying, I have broken the yoke of the 
king of Babylon, Within two full years will 
I bring again into this place all the vessels of 
the Lord’s house, that Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon took away from this place, and 
carried them to Babylon: and I will bring 
again to this place Jeconiah the son of Jehoi- 
akim king of Judah, with all the captives of 
Judah, that went into Babylon, saith the 
Lord : for I will break the yoke of the king of 
Babylon. 

Then the prophet Jeremiah said unto the 
prophet Hananiah in the presence of the 
priests, and in the presence of all the people 
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that stood in the house of the Lord, even the 
prophet Jeremiah said. Amen: the Lord do 
so : the Lord perform thy words which thou 
hast prophesied, to bring again the vessels of 
the Lord’s house, and all that is carried 
away captive, from Babylon into this place. 
Nevertheless hear thou now this word that I 
speak in thine ears, and in the ears of all the 
people; the prophets that have been before 
me and before thee of old prophesied both 
against many countries, and against great 
kingdoms, of war, and of evil, and of pesti- 
lence. The prophet which prophesieth of 
peace, when the word of the prophet shall 
come to pass, then shall the prophet be 
known, that the Lord hath truly sent him. 
Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke 
from off the prophet Jeremiah’s neck, and 
brake it. And Hananiah spake in the pre- 
sence of all the people, saying. Thus saith 
the Lord; Even so will I break the yoke of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the 
neck of all nations within the space of two 
full years. And the prophet Jeremiah went 
his way. 

Then the word of the Lord came unto 
Jeremiah the prophet, after that Hananiah 
the prophet had broken the yoke from off the 
neck of the prophet Jeremiah, saying. Go 
and tell Hananiah, saying, Thus saith the 
Lord ; Thou hast broken the yokes of wood; 
but thou shalt make for them yokes of iron. 
For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel; I have put a yoke of iron upon the 
neck of all these nations, that they may serve 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they 
shall serve him: and I have given him the 
beasts of the field also. Then said the pro- 
phet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, 
Hear now, Hananiah; The Lord hath not 
sent thee; but thou makest this people to 
trust in a lie. Therefore thus saith the Lord 5 
Behold, I will cast thee from off the face of 
the earth: this year thou shalt die, because 
thou hast taught rebellion against the Lord. 
So Hananiah the prophet died the same year 
in the seventh month. 

A LETTER TO EXILES Jer. 29 , 1-32 

The sound practical commonsense of the Pro- 
phet is revealed in this letter . It was sent) no 
doubt advisedly y by the hand of the King's 
messengers) who p it is surmised) were going to 
Nebuchadnezzar to refute a charge of con- 
spiracy iti Jerusalem* He advises the exiles to 
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settle down for a long stay in Babylon , and pay 
no heed to those who are saying there will be a 
speedy return , It is not true, and such thoughts 
will unfit them for making the most of their 
stay in Babylon . They have now a duty to the 
city m which they dwell. As for those who feel 
they are cut off from God, and forsaken by 
Him, because they are no longer able to worship 
at the Temple, there is, in the letter , the 
Prophefs distinctive teaching on spiritual 
religion . The Temple is not essential to real 
religion . God is with them in their exile, and 
will hear their prayers in a foreign country . 
The letter called forth a protest from one of 
the false prophets to the authorities in Jeru- 
salem, but apparently no action was taken 
against Jeremiah, 

Now these are the words of the letter that 
Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem 
unto the residue of the elders which were 
carried away captives* and to the priests* and 
to the prophets* and to all the people whom 
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive 
from Jerusalem to Babylon; (after that Je~ 
coniah the king* and the queen* and the 
eunuchs* the princes of Judah and Jerusalem* 
and the carpenters* and the smiths* were de- 
parted from Jerusalem;) by the hand of 
Elasah the son of Shaphan* and Gemariah 
the son of Hilkiah* (whom Zedekiah king of 
Judah sent unto Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon) saying* Thus saith the Lord 
of hosts* the God of Israel* unto all that are 
carried away captives* whom I have caused 
to be carried away from Jerusalem unto 
Babylon; build ye houses* and dwell in them; 
and plant gardens* and eat the fruit of them; 
take ye wives* and beget sons and daughters; 
and take wives for your sons* and give your 
daughters to husbands* that they may bear 
sons and daughters ; that ye may be increased 
there* and not diminished. And seek the 
peace of the city whither I have caused you 
to be carried away captives* and pray unto 
the Lord for it: for in the peace thereof shall 
ye have peace. For thus saith the Lord of 
hosts* the God of Israel; Let not your pro- 
phets and your diviners, that be in the midst 
of you* deceive you, neither hearken to your 
dreams which ye cause to be dreamed. For 
they prophesy falsely unto you in my name : 
I have not sent them* saith the Lord. For 
thus saith the Lord, That after seventy years 
be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you* 
and perform my good word toward you, in 


causing you to return to this place. For I 
know the thoughts that I think toward you, 
saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of 
evil, to give you an expected end. Then shall 
ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray 
unto me* and I will hearken unto you. And 
ye shall seek me, and find me* when ye shall 
search for me with all your heart. And I will 
be found of you* saith the Lord: and I will 
turn away your captivity* and I will gather 
you from all the nations, and from all the 
places whither I have driven you* saith 
the Lord; and I will bring you again into 
the place whence I caused you to be carried 
away captive. 

Because ye have said* The Lord hath 
raised us up prophets in Babylon; know that 
thus saith the Lord of the king that sitteth 
upon the throne of David* and of all the 
people that dwelleth in this city* and of your 
brethren that are not gone forth with you 
into captivity; thus saith the Lord of hosts; 
Behold, I will send upon them the sword, the 
famine, and the pestilence* and will make 
them like vile figs* that cannot be eaten* they 
are so evil. And I will persecute them with 
the sword, with the famine* and with the 
pestilence, and will deliver them to be re- 
moved to all the kingdoms of the earth* to be 
a curse* and an astonishment* and an hissing, 
and a reproach, among all the nations whither 
I have driven them: because they have not 
hearkened to my words* saith the Lord* 
which I sent unto them by my servants the 
prophets* rising up early and sending them; 
but ye would not hear* saith the Lord. Hear 
ye therefore the word of the Lord* all ye of 
the captivity, whom I have sent from Jeru- 
salem to Babylon: 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel, of Ahab the son of Kolaiah* and of 
Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, which pro- 
phesy a lie unto you in my name; Behold, I 
will deliver them into the hand of Nebuchad- 
rezzar king of Babylon; and he shall slay 
them before your eyes; and of them shall be 
taken up a curse by all the captivity of Judah 
which are in Babylon, saying. The Lord 
make thee like Zedekiah and like Ahab, 
whom the king of Babylon roasted in the fire ; 
because they have committed villany in Is- 
rael* and have committed adultery with their 
neighbours 5 wives* and have spoken lying 
words in my name* which I have not com- 
manded them; even I know* and am a wit- 
ness* saith the Lord. 
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EVEN TO-DAY CITIES ARE DESTROYED AND NATIONS EXILED 


It seems incredible that such things should happen in this era of Christian civilization. 
Our hearts are burdened with the tragedy, the mystery. The meaning of it, and the ulti- 
mate issue which God will bring to pass, we must wait for Him to reveal. 

Thus gfralt thou also speak to Shemaiah build ye houses, and dwell in them; and 
the N ehelamite , saying. Thus speaketh the plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saying. Be- Zephaniah the priest read this letter in the 
cause thou hast sent letters in thy name unto ears of Jeremiah the prophet. Then came 
all the people that are at Jerusalem, and to the word of the Lord unto Jeremiah, saying, 

Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest. Send to all them of the captivity, saying, 

and to all the priests, saying. The Lord hath Thus saith the Lord concerning Shemaiah 
thee priest in the stead of Jehoiada the the Nehelamite; Because that Shemaiah hath 

priest, that ye should be officers in the house prophesied unto you, and I sent him not, and 

of the Lord, for every man that is mad, and he caused you to trust in a lie : therefore thus 

maketh himself a prophet, that thou should- saith the Lord; Behold, I will punish Shem- 

est put him in prison, and in the stocks. Now aiah the Nehelamite, and his seed : he shall 

therefore why hast thou not reproved Jere- not have a man to dwell among this people; 
miaVi of Anathoth, which maketh himself a neither shall he behold the good that I will 
prophet to you? For therefore he sent unto do for my people, saith the Lord; because he 
us in Babylon, saying. This captivity is long : hath taught rebellion against the Lord. 
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THE SERVANT’S POCKET-BOOK OF PROMISES 

A MANUAL OF FAITH AND HOPE FOR BELIEVERS 


JEREMIAH CHAPTERS 30, 1-33 , 26 

Originally this section may ham formed a separate little book or scroll for the encourage- 
ment of those who were distressed by the collapse of the nation . Did this overwhelming 
disaster mean that God, their God, was no longer God; or, if God was not now their 
God, had He utterly forsaken them ? The answer is here. By restoring them He will 
show He is both God and their God. But henceforth they must look upon the bond of 
relationship between themselves and Him as a heart relationship. It must not be after the 
manner of an official, formal contract, to be observed in an impersonal kind of way; but 
like the bond of affection that holds together friends and lovers. So that, in their hearts 
and through their love, they will learn from Him what is right and true, and put their 
whole heart into doing it. Then He will bless them, in their lives and work, in ways and 


measure beyond anything their fathers knew. 

T HE word that came to Jeremiah 
from the Lord, saying. Thus speak- 
eth the Lord God of Israel, saying. 
Write thee all the words that I 
have spoken unto thee in a book. For, lo, 
the days come, saith the Lord, that I will 
bring again the captivity of my people Israel 
and Judah, saith the Lord: and' I will cause 
them to return to the land that I gave to their 
fathers, and they shall possess it. 

I am with Thee, Saith the Lord 

And these are the words that the Lord 
spake concerning Israel and concerning 
Judah. For thus saith the Lord; We have 
heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not of 
peace. Ask ye now, and see whether a man 
doth travail with child? wherefore do I see 
every man with his hands on his loins, as 
a woman in travail, and all faces are turned 
into paleness? Alas! for that day is great, so 
that none is like it: it is even the time of 
Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of 
it. For it shall come to pass in that day, saith 
the Lord of hosts, that I will break his yoke 
from off thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, 
and strangers shall no more serve themselves 
of him: but they shall serve the Lord their 
God, and David their king, whom I will raise 
up unto them. Therefore fear thou not, O 
my servant Jacob, saith the Lord; neither be 
dismayed, O Israel: for, lo, I will save thee 
from afar, and thy seed from the land of their 
captivity; and Jacob shall return, and shall be 
in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make 


him afraid. For I am with thee, saith the 
Lord, to save thee : though I make a full end 
of all nations whither I have scattered thee, 
yet will I not make a full end of thee: but I 
will correct thee in measure, and will not 
leave thee altogether unpunished. 

For thus saith the Lord, Thy bruise is in- 
curable, and thy wound is grievous. There is 
none to plead thy cause, that thou mayest be 
bound up: thou hast no healing medicines. 
All thy lovers have forgotten thee; they seek 
thee not; for I have wounded thee with the 
wound of an enemy, with the chastisement 
of a cruel one, for the multitude of thine ini- 
quity; because thy sins were increased. Why 
criest thou for thine affliction? thy sorrow is 
incurable for the multitude of thine iniquity: 
because thy sins were increased, I have done 
these things unto thee. Therefore all they 
that devour thee shall be devoured; and all 
thine adversaries, every one of them, shall go 
into captivity; and they that spoil thee shall 
be a spoil, and all that prey upon thee will I 
give for a prey. For I will restore health unto 
thee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds, saith 
the Lord; because they called thee an Out- 
cast, saying, This is Zion, whom no man 
seeketh after. 

Thus saith the Lord; Behold, I will bring 
again the captivity of Jacob’s tents, and have 
mercy on his dwellingplaces ; and the city 
shall be builded upon her own heap, and the 
palace shall remain after the manner thereof. 
And out of them shall proceed thanksgiving 
and the voice of them that make merry: and 
I will multiply them, and they shall not be 
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few; I will also glorify them* and they shall 
not be small* Their children also shall be as 
aforetime* and their congregation shall be 
established before me* and I will punish all 
that oppress them. And their nobles shall be 
of themselves* and their governor shall pro- 
ceed from the midst of them; and I will cause 
him to draw near* and he shall approach unto 
me: for who is this that engaged his heart to 
approach unto me? saith the Lord. And ye 
shall be my people* and I will be your God. 

Behold* the whirlwind of the Lord goeth 
forth with fury* a continuing whirlwind: it 
shall fall with pain upon the head of the 
wicked. The fierce anger of the Lord shall 
not return* until he have done it* and until he 
have performed the intents of his heart: in 
the latter days ye shall consider it. 

With an Everlasting Love 

At the same time* saith the Lord* will I be 
the God of all the families of Israel* and they 
shall be my people. Thus saith the Lord* 
The people which were left of the sword 
found grace in the wilderness; even Israel* 
when I went to cause him to rest. The Lord 
hath appeared of old unto me* saying* Yea* I 
have loved thee with an everlasting love: 
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn 
thee. Again I will build thee* and thou shalt 
be built* O virgin of Israel: thou shalt again 
be adorned with thy tabrets* and shalt go 
forth in the dances of them that make merry. 
Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the moun- 
tains of Samaria: the planters shall plant* 
and shall eat them as common things. For 
there shall be a day* that the watchmen upon 
the mount Ephraim shall cry* Arise ye* and 
let us go up to Zion unto the Lord our God. 

For thus saith the Lord; Sing with glad- 
ness for Jacob* and shout among the chief of 
the nations ; publish ye* praise ye, and say* O 
Lord, save thy people* the remnant of Israel. 
Behold* I will bring them from the north 
country* and gather them from the coasts of 
the earth* and with them the blind and the 
lame* the woman with child and her that 
travaileth with child together: a great com- 
pany shall return thither. They shall come 
with weeping* and with supplications will I 
lead them: I will cause them to walk by the 
rivers of waters in a straight way* wherein 
they shall not stumble: for I am a father to 
Israel* and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
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and declare it in the isles afar off* and say, 
He that scattered Israel will gather him, and 
keep him* as a shepherd doth his flock. For 
the Lord hath redeemed Jacob* and ran- 
somed him from the hand of him that was 
stronger than he. Therefore they shall come 
and sing in the height of Zion* and shall flow 
together to the goodness of the Lord, for 
wheat* and for wine* and for oil* and for the 
young of the flock and of the herd: and their 
soul shall be as a watered garden; and they 
shall not sorrow any more at all. Then shall 
the virgin rejoice in the dance* both young 
men and old together: for I will turn their 
mourning into joy* and will comfort them* 
and make them rejoice from their sorrow. 
And I will satiate the soul of the priests with 
fatness* and my people shall be satisfied with 
my goodness* saith the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord ; A voice was heard in 
Ramah* lamentation* and bitter weeping; 
Rahel weeping for her children refused to be 
comforted for her children* because they 
were not. Thus saith the Lord; Refrain thy 
voice from weeping* and thine eyes from 
tears: for thy work shall be rewarded* saith 
the Lord ; and they shall come again from 
the land of the enemy. And there is hope in 
thine end* saith the Lord* that thy children 
shall come again to their own border. I have 
surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself 
thus; Thou hast chastised me* and I was 
chastised* as a bullock unaccustomed to the 
yoke: turn thou me* and I shall be turned; 
for thou art the Lord my God. Surely after 
that I was turned* I repented; and after that 
I was instructed* I smote upon my thigh: I 
was ashamed* yea* even confounded* be- 
cause I did bear the reproach of my youth. 
Is Ephraim my dear son? is he a pleasant 
child? for since I spake against him* I do 
earnestly remember him still: therefore my 
bowels are troubled for him; I will surely 
have mercy upon him* saith the Lord. 

Set thee up waymarks* make thee high 
heaps: set thine heart toward the highway* 
even the way which thou wentest : turn again* 
O virgin of Israel* turn again to these thy 
cities. How long wilt thou go about* O thou 
backsliding daughter? for the Lord hath 
created a new thing in the earth* A woman 
shall compass a man. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel; As yet they shall use this speech in 
the land of Judah and in the cities thereof* 
when I shall bring again their captivity; The 


Hear the word of the Lord* O ye nations* 

m 
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Lord bless thee, O habitation of justice, and 
mountain of holiness. And there shall dwell 
in Judah itself, and in all the cities thereof 
together, husbandmen, and they that go 
forth with flocks. For I have satiated the 
weary .soul, and I have replenished every 
sorrowful soul. Upon this I awaked, and be- 
held; and my sleep was sweet unto me. 

To Build and to Plant 

Behold, the days come, saifh the Lord, 
that I will sow the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah with the seed of man, and 
with the seed of beast. And it shall come to 
pass, that like as I have watched over them, 
to pluck up, and to break down, and to throw 
down, and to destroy, and to afflict; so will I 
watch over them, to build, and to plant, saith 
the Lord. In those days they shall say no 
more, The fathers have eaten a sour grape, 
and the children’s teeth are set on edge. But 
every one shall die for his own iniquity: 
every man that eateth the sour grape, his 
teeth shall be set on edge. 


A NEW COVENANT Jer. 31 , 31-40 

This passage is news . It declares that God will 
deal with men and within men; that He will he 
with individuals , as distinct from communities , 
and they will know more by instinct than by 
rules what is right and good. We have still 
much to learn from this revelation . The seme 
of right , which God has written on men 7 s hearts 
and which , when it is obeyed , unifies the whole 
personality , gives divine dignity to our human 
nature: and is one of the surest tokens of God’s 
Covenant with mankind that we possess. 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel, and with the house of Judah : 
not according to the covenant that I made 
with their fathers in the day that I took them 
by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt; which my covenant they brake, al- 
though I was an husband unto them, saith 
the Lord : but this shall be the covenant that 
I will make with the house of Israel; After 
those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law 
in their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts; and will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. And they shall teach no more 
every man his neighbour, and every man his 


brother, saying. Know the Lord: for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them 
unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: 
for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will 
remember their sin no more. 

Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the sun 
for a light by day, and the ordinances of the 
moon and of the stars for a light by night, 
which divideth the sea when the waves there- 
of roar; The Lord of hosts is his name: if 
those ordinances depart from before me, 
saith the Lord, then the seed of Israel also 
shall cease from being a nation before me for 
ever. Thus saith the Lord; If heaven above 
can be measured, and the foundations of the 
earth searched out beneath, I will also cast 
off all the seed of Israel for all that they have 
done, saith the Lord. 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that the city shall be built to the Lord from 
the tower of Hananeel unto the gate of the 
corner. And the measuring line shall yet go 
forth over against it upon the hill Gareb, and 
shall compass about to Goath. And the 
whole valley of the dead bodies, and of the 
ashes, and all the fields unto the brook of 
Kidron, unto the comer of the horse gate to- 
ward the east, shall be holy unto the Lord; 
it shall not be plucked up, nor thrown down 
any more for ever. 

An Example of Faith 

The word that came to Jeremiah from 
the Lord in the tenth year of Zedekiah king 
of Judah, which was the eighteenth year 
of Nebuchadrezzar. For then the king of 
Babylon’s army besieged Jerusalem: and 
Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in the 
court of the prison, which was in the king of 
Judah’s house. For Zedekiah king of Judah 
had shut him up, saying, Wherefore dost 
thou prophesy, and say. Thus saith the 
Lord, Behold, I will give this city into the 
hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall 
take it; and Zedekiah king of Judah shall 
not escape out of the hand of the Chaldeans, 
but shall surely be delivered into the hand 
of the king of Babylon, and shall speak with 
him mouth to mouth, and his eyes shall 
behold his eyes; and he shall lead Zedekiah 
to Babylon, and there shall he be until I visit 
him, saith the Lord: though ye fight with 
the Chaldeans, ye shall not prosper? 

And Jeremiah said. The word of the Lord 
came unto me, saying. Behold, Hanameel the 


796 
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| son of Shallum thine uncle shall come unto men] and hast made thee a name, as at this 

| thee, saying. Buy thee my field that is in day; and hast brought forth thy people Israel 

\ Anathoth: for the right of redemption is out of the land of Egypt with signs, and with 

thine to buy it. So Hanameel mine uncle’s wonders, and with a strong hand, and with a 

: son came to me in the court of the prison stretched out arm, and with great terror; and 

according to the word of the Lord, and said hast given them this land, which thou didst 

unto me. Buy my field, I pray thee, that is in swear to their fathers to give them, a land 

Anathoth, which is in the country of Benja- flowing with milk and honey; and they came 

min: for the right of inheritance is thine, and in, and possessed it; but they obeyed not thy 

I the redemption is thine; buy it for thyself, voice, neither walked in thy law; they have 

I Then I knew that this was the word of the done nothing of all that thou commandedst 

■ Lord. And I bought the field 1 of Hanameel them to do : therefore thou hast caused all 

my uncle’s son, that was in Anathoth, and this evil to come upon them: behold the 

j weighed him the money, even seventeen mounts, they are come unto the city to take 

shekels of silver. And I subscribed the evi- it; and the city is given into the hand of the 

dence, and sealed it, and took witnesses, and Chaldeans, that fight against it, because of 

weighed him the money in the balances. So the sword, and of the famine, and of the 

I took the evidence of the purchase, both pestilence: and what thou hast spoken is 

that which was sealed according to the law come to pass; and, behold, thou seest it. 

and custom, and that which was open: and And thou hast said unto me, O Lord God, 

I gave the evidence of the purchase unto Buy thee the field for money, and take wit- 

Baruch the son of Neriah, the son of Maa- nesses; for the* city is given into the hand of 

f seiah, in the sight of Hanameel mine uncle’s the Chaldeans. 

son, and in the presence of the witnesses that Then came the word of the Lord unto 

subscribed the book of the purchase, before Jeremiah, saying. Behold, I am the Lord, 

; all the J ews that sat in the court of the prison, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too 

And I charged Baruch before them, saying, hard for me? Therefore thus saith the Lord; 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Behold, I will give this city into the hand of 

Israel; Take these evidences, this evidence the Chaldeans, and into the hand of Nebu- 

of the purchase, both which is sealed, and chadrezzar king of Babylon, and he shall take 

this evidence which is open; and put them it: and the Chaldeans, that fight against this 

in an earthen vessel, that they may continue city, shall come and set fire on this city, and 

many days. For thus saith the Lord of burn it with the houses, upon whose roofs 

I hosts, the God of Israel; Houses and fields they have offered incense unto Baal, and 

and vineyards shall be possessed again in poured out drink offerings unto other gods, 

this land. to provoke me to anger. For the children of 

5 Now when I had delivered the evidence of Israel and the children of Judah have only 

the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, done evil before me from their youth : for the 

I prayed unto the Lord, saying. Ah Lord children of Israel have only provoked me to 
I God ! behold, thou hast made the heaven and anger with the work of their hands, saith the 

j the earth by thy great power and stretched Lord. For this city hath been to me as a 

out arm, and there is nothing too hard for provocation of mine anger and of my fury 

thee: thou shewest lovingkindness unto from the day that they built it even unto 

thousands, and recompensest the iniquity of this day; that I should remove it from before 

the fathers into the bosom of their children my face, because of all the evil of the children 

after them: the Great, the Mighty God, the of Israel and of the children of Judah, which 

Lord of hosts, is his name, great in counsel, they have done to provoke me to anger, they, 

i and mighty in work: for thine eyes are open their kings, their princes, their priests, and 

upon all the ways of the sons of men: to give their prophets, and the men of Judah, and 

every one according to his ways, and accord- the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And they have 

ing to the fruit of his doings: which hast set turned unto me the back, and not the face: 

signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, even though I taught them, rising up early and 

unto this day, and in Israel, and among other teaching them, yet they have not hearkened 

I 1 The point of the story is that Jeremiah purchased a piece of land which at the time was in the occupation 

of Babylonian troops, thus giving practical proof of his faith in the prophecy he had made, that the people of 
Judah would eventually return to possess the country. 
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to receive instruction* But they set their 
abominations in the house, which is called 
by my name, to defile it. And they built the 
high places of Baal, which are in the valley of 
the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and 
their daughters to pass through the fire unto 
Molech; which I commanded them not, 
neither came it into my mind, that they 
should do this abomination, to cause Judah 
to sin. 

And now therefore thus saith the Lord, 
the God of Israel, concerning this city, 
whereof ye say. It shall be delivered into the 
hand of the king of Babylon by the sword, 
and by the famine, and by the pestilence; 
behold, I will gather them out of all countries, 
whither I have driven them in mine anger, 
and in my fury, and in great wrath; and 
I will bring them again unto this place, and 
I will cause them to dwell safely: and they 
shall be my people, and I will be their God: 
and I will give them one heart, and one way, 
that they may fear me for ever, for the good 
of them, and of their children after them: 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with 
them, that I will not turn away from them, 
to do them good; but I will put my fear in 
their hearts, that they shall not depart from 
me. Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them 
good, and I will plant them in this land 
assuredly with my whole heart and with my 
whole soul. For thus saith the Lord; Like 
as I have brought all this great evil upon this 
people, so will I bring upon them all the 
good that I have promised them. And fields 
shall be bought in this land, whereof ye say. 
It is desolate without man or beast; it is given 
into the hand of the Chaldeans. Men shall 
buy fields for money, and subscribe evi- 
dences, and seal them, and take witnesses in 
the land of Benjamin, and in the places about 
Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, and in 
the cities of the mountains, and in the cities 
of the valley, and in the cities of the south: 
for I will cause their captivity to return, saith 
the LordI 1 1 ' ’ , , ; ? 

Call unto Me, and 1 will Answer Thee 
Moreover the word of the Lord came unto 
Jeremiah the second time, while he was yet 
shut up in the court of die prison, saying. 
Thus saith the Lord the maker thereof, the 
Lord that formed it, to establish it; the 
Lord is his name; Call unto me, and I will 
answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty 
tilings, which thou knowest not. For thus 


saith the Lord, the God of Israel, concern- 
ing the houses of this city, and concerning 
the houses of the kings of Judah, which are 
thrown down by the mounts, and by the 
sword; They come to fight with the Chal- 
deans, but it is to fill them with the dead 
bodies of men, whom I have slain in mine 
anger and in my fury, and for all whose 
wickedness I have hid my face from this city. 
Behold, I will bring it health and cure, and I 
will cure them, and will reveal unto them the 
abundance of peace and truth. And I will 
cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity 
of Israel to return, and will build them, as at 
the first. And I will cleanse them from all 
their iniquity, whereby they have sinned 
against me ; and I will pardon all their iniqui- 
ties, whereby they have sinned, and whereby 
they have transgressed against me. And it 
shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and an 
honour before all the nations of the earth, 
which shall hear all the good that I do unto 
them : and they shall fear and tremble for all 
the goodness and for all the prosperity that 
I procure unto it. 

Thus saith the Lord; Again there shall be 
heard in this place, which ye say shall be deso- 
late without man and without beast, even in 
the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jeru- 
salem, that are desolate, without man, and 
without inhabitant, and without beast, the 
voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the 
voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of 
the bride, the voice of them that shall say. 
Praise the Lord of hosts: for the Lord is 
good; for his mercy endureth for ever: and 
of them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise 
into the house of the Lord. For I will cause 
to return the captivity of the land, as at the 
first, saith the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Again in 
this place, which is desolate without man and 
without beast, and in all the cities thereof, 
shall be an habitation of shepherds causing 
their flocks to lie down. In the cities of the 
mountains, in the cities of the vale, and in 
the cities of the south, and in the land of 
Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, 
and in the cities of Judah, shall the flocks 
pass again under the hands of him that telleth 
them, saith the Lord. 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that I will perform that good thing which I 
have promised unto the house of Israel and 
to the house of Judah. In those days, and at 
that time, will I cause the Branch of right- 


798 



eonsness to grow up unto David; and he 
shall execute judgment and righteousness in 
the land. In those days shall Judah be saved 5 
and Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this is 
the name wherewith she shall be called, The 
Loro our righteousness. For thus saith the 
Lord; David shall never want a man to sit 
upon the throne of the house of Israel; 
neither shall the priests the Levites want a 
man before me to offer burnt offerings, and 
to kindle meat offerings, and to do sacrifice 
continually. 

And the word of the Lord came unto Jere- 
miah, saying. Thus saith the Lord; If ye can 
break my covenant of the day, and my cove- 
nant of the night, and that there should not 
be day and night in their season; then may 
also my covenant be broken with David my 
servant, that he should not have a son to reign 
upon his throne; and with the Levites the 
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priests, my ministers. As the host of heaven 
cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the 
sea measured: so will I multiply the seed of 
David my servant, and the Levites that min- 
ister unto me. 

Moreover the word of the Lord came to 
Jeremiah, saying, Considerest thou not what 
this people have spoken, saying, The two 
families which the Lord hath chosen, he 
hath even cast them off? thus they have de- 
spised my people, that they should be no 
more a nation before them. Thus saith the 
Lord; If my covenant be not with day and 
night, and if I have not appointed the ordin- 
ances of heaven and earth; then will X cast 
away the seed of Jacob, and David my serv- 
ant, so that I will not take any of his seed to 
be rulers over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob: for I will cause their captivity to 
return, and have mercy on them. 


THE SUFFERING SERVANT OF GOD 

DISCREDITED, MISUNDERSTOOD, AND PERSECUTED 


JEREMIAH 


CHAPTERS 34, 1 — 39, 18 


Although all suffering is hard to bear, it is intensified when inflicted by those we love. 
When it is imposed because we have made a stand for what is right and, in seeking to 
help others , we have had our motives discredited and misjudged , it is almost unbearable . 
This was Jeremiads misfortune. It was part of the service he was called upon to render 
to his God> and nobly was it given . At such times , , it not infrequently happens, God sus- 
tains the sufferer through the hands of strangers. Our sorrows are brightened and relieved 
from unexpected quarters . To our surprise we often find that people, by the world 
despised, are — like the Ethiopian in this story— honoured servants of the Most High . 


T HE word which came unto Jere- 
miah from the Lord, when Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon, and 
all his army, and all the kingdoms 
of the earth of his dominion, and all the 
people, fought against Jerusalem, and against 
all the cities thereof, saying, Thus saith the 
Lord, the God of Israel; Go and speak to 
Zedekiah king of Judah, and tell him. Thus 
saith the Lord; Behold, I will give this city 
into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he 
shall bum it with fire: and thou shalt not 
escape out of his hand, but shalt surely be 
taken, and delivered into his hand; and thine 
eyes shall behold the eyes of the king of 
Babylon, and he shall speak with thee mouth 


to mouth, and thou shalt go to Babylon. Yet 
hear the word of the Lord, O Zedekiah king 
of Judah; Thus saith the Lord of thee, 
Thou shalt not die by the sword: but thou 
shalt die in peace : and with the burnings of 
thy fathers, the former kings which were be- 
fore thee, so shall they bum odours for thee; 
and they will lament thee, saying. Ah lord ! for 
I have pronounced the word, saith the Lord. 

Then Jeremiah the prophet spake all these 
words unto Zedekiah king of Judah in Jeru- 
salem, when the king of Babylon's army 
fought against Jerusalem, and against all the 
cities of Judah that were left, against Lachish, 
and against Azekah: for these defenced cities 
remained of the cities of Judah. 
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The Slave's Champion 

Tills is the word that came unto Jeremiah 
from the Lord, after that the king Zedekiah 
had made a covenant with all the people 
which were at Jerusalem, to proclaim liberty 
unto them; that every man should let his 
manservant, and every man his maidservant, 
being an Hebrew or an Bebrewess, go free; 
that none should serve himself of them, to 
wit, of a Jew his brother. Now when all the 
princes, and all the people, which had 
entered into the covenant, heard that every 
one should let his manservant, and every one 
his maidservant, go free, that none should 
serve themselves of them any more, then 
they obeyed, and let them go. But afterward 
they turned, and caused the servants and the 
handmaids, whom they had let go free, to 
return, and brought them into subjection for 
servants and for handmaids. 

Therefore the word of the Lord came to 
Jeremiah from the Lord, saying. Thus saith 
the Lord, the God of Israel; I made a cove- 
nant with your fathers in the day that I 
brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of bondmen, saying. At the 
end of seven years let ye go every man his 
brother an Hebrew, which hath been sold 
unto thee; and when he hath served thee six 
years, thou shalt let him go free from thee: 
but your fathers hearkened not unto me, 
neither inclined their ear* And ye were now 
turned, and had done right in my sight, in 
prodaiming liberty every man to his neigh- 
bour; and ye had made a covenant before me 
in the house which is called by my name: 
but ye turned and polluted my name, and 
caused every man his servant, and every man 
his handmaid, whom he had set at liberty at 
their pleasure, to return, and brought them 
into subjection, to be unto you for servants 
and for handmaids. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord; Ye have 
not hearkened unto me, in proclaiming 
liberty, every one to his brother, and every 
man to his neighbour: behold, I proclaim a 
liberty for you, saith the Lord, to the sword, 
to the pestilence, and to the famine; and I 
will make you to be removed into all the 
kingdoms of the earth. And I will give the 
men that have transgressed my covenant, 
which have not performed the words of the 
covenant which they had made before me, 
when they cut the calf in twain, and passed 
between thepartsthereof,theprinces of Judah, 


and the princes of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, 
and the priests, and all the people of the land, 
which passed between the parts of the calf; 
I will even give them into the hand of their 
enemies, and into the hand of them that seek 
their life: and their dead bodies shall be for 
meat unto the fowls of the heaven, and to the 
beasts of the earth. And Zedekiah king of Ju- 
dah and his princes will I give into the hand 
of their enemies, and into the hand of them 
that seek their life, and into the hand of the 
king of Babylon's army, which are gone up 
from you. Behold, I will command, saith the 
Lord, and cause them to return to this city; 
and they shall fight against it, and take it, and 
burn it with fire: and I will make the cities of 
Judah a desolation without an inhabitant. 

A Minority Group 

The word which came unto Jeremiah from 
the Lord in the days of Jehoiakim the son of 
Josiah king of Judah, saying. Go unto the 
house of the Rechabites, and speak unto 
them, and bring them into the house of the 
Lord, into one of the chambers, and give 
them wine to drink. Then I took Jaazaniah 
the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habaziniah, 
and his brethren, and all his sons, and the 
whole house of the Rechabites ; and I brought 
them into the house of the Lord, into the 
chamber of the sons of Hanan, the son of Ig- 
daliah, a man of God, which was by the 
chamber of the princes, which was above the 
chamber of Maaseiah the son of Shallum, 
the keeper of the door: and I set before the 
sons of the house of the Rechabites pots full 
of wine, and cups, and I said unto them, 
Drink ye wine. But they said. We will drink 
no wine: for Jonadab the son of Rechab our 
father commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink 
no wine, neither ye, nor your sons for ever : 
neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, 
nor plant vineyard, nor have any: but all 
your days ye shall dwell in tents ; that ye may 
live many days in the land where ye be 
strangers. Thus have we obeyed the voice of 
Jonadab the son of Rechab our father in all 
that he hath charged us, to drink no wine all 
our days, we, our wives, our sons, nor our 
daughters; nor to build houses for us to 
dwell in: neither have we vineyard, nor field, 
nor seed: but we have dwelt in tents, and 
have obeyed, and done according to all that 
Jonadab our father commanded us. But it 
came to pass, when Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon came up into the land, that we said, 


Come* and let us go to Jerusalem for fear of 
the army of the Chaldeans, and for fear of the 
army of the Syrians: so we dwell at Jeru- 
salem. 

Then came the word of the Lord unto 
Jeremiah, saying. Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel; Go and tell the men 
of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
Will ye not receive instruction to hearken to 
my words? saith the Lord. The words of 
Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he com- 
manded his sons not to drink wine, are per- 
formed; for unto this day they drink none, 
but obey their father’s commandment: not- 
withstanding I have spoken unto you, rising 
early and speaking; but ye hearkened not 
unto me, I have sent also unto you all my 
servants the prophets, rising up early and 
sending them, saying. Return ye now every 
man from his evil way, and amend your do- 
ings, and go not after other gods to serve 
them, and ye shall dwell in the land which I 
have given to you and to your fathers : but ye 
have not inclined your ear, nor hearkened 
unto me. Because the sons of Jonadab the 
son of Rechab have performed the command- 
ment of their father, which he commanded 
them; but this people hath not hearkened 
unto me: therefore thus saith the Lord God 
of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will 
bring upon Judah and upon all the inhabit- 
ants of Jerusalem all the evil that I have pro- 
nounced against them: because I have spoken 
unto them, but they have not heard; and I 
have called unto them, but they have not 
answered. 

And Jeremiah said unto the house of the 
Rechabites, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel; Because ye have obeyed 
the commandment of Jonadab your father, 
and kept all his precepts, and done according 
unto all that he hath commanded you: there- 
fore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel; Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not 
want a man to stand before me for ever. 

The Prophefs Written Message 

And it came to pass in the fourth year of 
Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, 
that this word came unto Jeremiah from the 
Lord, saying. Take thee a roll of a book, and 
write therein all the words that I have spoken 
linto thee against Israel, and against Judah, 
and against all the nations, from the day I 
spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, 
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even unto this day. It may be that the house 
of Judah will hear all the evil which I pur- 
pose to do unto them; that they may return 
every man from his evil way; that I may for- 
give their iniquity and their sin. 


THE SACRED SCROLL Jen 36, 4-32 

This interesting account of the beginning of 
written prophecy together with the closing verse, 
‘There were added besides many like words 9 , 
helps us to understand the complexity of these 
prophetic books . The writings were fragment- 
ary and gradually assembled. In the case of 
this book there was first of all the scroll that 
Baruch wrote at Jeremiah’s dictation; then, 
most probably, his own memoirs of the Prophet 
were added, and afterwards the ‘like words’ 
of other writers. To-day, through Biblical 
scholarship, we are able to distinguish the dif- 
ferent strands of narrative as we go through 
the book . 

Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of 
Neriah : and Baruch wrote from the mouth of 
Jeremiah all the words of the Lord, which he 
had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book. 
And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I 
am shut up ; I cannot go into the house of the 
Lord : therefore go thou, and read in the roll, 
which thou hast written from my mouth, the 
words of the Lord in the ears of the people in 
the Lord’s house upon the fasting day: and 
also thou shalt read them in the ears of all 
Judah that come out of their cities. It may 
be they will present their supplication before 
the Lord, and will return every one from his 
evil way: for great is the anger and the fury 
that the Lord hath pronounced against this 
people. And Baruch the son of Neriah did 
according to all that Jeremiah the prophet 
commanded him, reading in the book the 
words of the Lord in the Lord’s house. 

And it came to pass in the fifth year of Je- 
hoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, in 
the ninth month, that they proclaimed a fast 
before the Lord to all the people in Jeru- 
salem, and to all the people that came from 
the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem. Then 
read Baruch in the book the words of Jere- 
miah in the house of the Lord, in the 
chamber of Gemariah the son of Shaphan 
the scribe, in the higher court, at the entry of 
the new gate of the Lord’s house, in the ears 
of all the people. 
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When Michaiah the son of Gemariah 5 the 
son of Shaphan, had heard out of the book 
all the words of the Lord, then he went down 
into the king’s house, into the scribe’s 
chamber: and, lo, all the princes sat there, 
even Elishama the scribe, and Delaiah the 
son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the son of 
Achbor, and Gemariah the son of Shaphan, 
and Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all 
the princes. Then Michaiah declared unto 
them all the words that he had heard, when 
Baruch read the book in the ears of the 
people. Therefore all the princes sentjehudi 
the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, 
the son of Cushi, unto Baruch, saying, Take 
in thine hand the roll wherein thou hast read 
in the ears of the people, and come. So Bar- 
uch the son of Neriah took the roll in his 
hand, and came unto them. And they said 
unto him. Sit down now, and read it in our 
ears. So Baruch read it in their ears. Now 
it came to pass, when they had heard all the 
words, they were afraid both one and other, 
and said unto Baruch, We will surely tell the 
king of all these words. And they asked Bar- 
uch, saying, Tell us now. How didst thou 
write all these words at his mouth? Then 
Baruch answered them. He pronounced all 
these words unto me with his mouth, and I 
wrote them with ink in the book. Then said 
the princes unto Baruch, Go, hide thee, thou 
and Jeremiah; and let no man know where 
ye be. 

And they went in to the king into the court, 
but they laid up the roll in the chamber of 
Elishama the scribe, and told all the words in 
the ears of the king. So the king sent Jehudi 
to fetch the roll: and he took it out of Eli- 
shama the scribe’s chamber. And Jehudiread 
it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all 
the princes which stood beside the king. 
Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the 
ninth month: and there was a lire on the 
hearth burning before him. And it came to 
pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four 
leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast 
it into the fire that was on the hearth, until 
all the roil was consumed in the lire that was 
on the hearth,. Yet they were not afraid, nor 
rent their garments, neither the king, nor 
any of his servants that heard all these words. 
Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and Gem- 
ariah had made intercession to the king 
that he would not burn the roll : but he would 
not hear them. But the king commanded 
Jerahmeelthe sonof Hammelech, and Seraiah 


the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of 
Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jere- 
miah the prophet: but the Lord hid them. 

Then the word of the Lord came to Jere- 
miah, after that the king had burned the roll, 
and the words which Baruch wrote at the 
mouth of Jeremiah, saying, Take thee again 
another roll, and write in it all the former 
words that were in the first roll, which Je- 
hoiakim the king of Judah hath burned. And 
thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, 
Thus saith the Lord; Thou hast burned this 
roll, saying. Why hast thou written therein, 
saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly 
come and destroy this land, and shall cause 
to cease from thence man and beast ? There- 
fore thus saith the Lord of Jehoiakim king of 
Judah; He shall have none to sit upon the 
throne of David: and his dead body shall be 
cast out in the day to the heat, and in the 
night to the frost. And I will punish him and 
his seed and his servants for their iniquity; 
and I will bring upon them, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men 
of Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced 
against them ; but they hearkened not. Then 
took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to 
Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who 
wrote therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all 
the words of the book which Jehoiakim king 
of Judah had burned in the fire: and there 
were added besides unto them many like 
words. 


And king Zedekiah the son of Josiah 
reigned instead of Coniah the son of Jehoi- 
akim, whom Nebuchadrezzar king of Baby- 
lon made king in the land of Judah. But 
neither he, nor Ms servants, nor the people 
of the land, did hearken unto the words of 
the Lord, wMch he spake by the prophet 
Jeremiah. 

And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the 
son of Shelemiah and Zephaniah the son of 
Maaseiah the priest to the prophet Jeremiah, 
saying, Fray now unto the Lord our God for 
us. Now Jeremiah came in and went out 
among the people: for they had not put him 
into prison. Then Pharaoh’s army was come 
forth out of Egypt: and when the Chaldeans 
that besieged Jerusalem heard tidings of 
them, they departed from Jerusalem. 

Then came the word of the Lord unto the 
prophet Jeremiah, saying. Thus saith the 
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The Prophet Imprisoned 


Lord* the God of Israel; Thus shall ye say 
to the king of Judah, that sent you unto me 
to enquire of me; Behold, Pharaoh’s army, 
which is come forth to help you, shall return 
to Egypt into their own land. And the Chal- 
deans shall come again, and fight against this 
city, and take it, and bum it with fire. Thus 
saith the Lord; Deceive not yourselves, say- 
ing, The Chaldeans shall surely depart from 
us : for they shall not depart. For though ye 
had smitten the whole army of the Chaldeans 
that fight against you, and there remained 
but wounded men among them, yet should 
they rise up every man in his tent, and burn 
this city with fire. 

And it came to pass, that when the army of 
the Chaldeans was broken up from Jerusalem 
for fear of Pharaoh’s army, then Jeremiah 
went forth out of Jerusalem to go into the 
land of Benjamin, to separate himself thence 
in the midst of the people. And when he was 
in the gate of Benjamin, a captain of the 
ward was there, whose name was Irijah, the 
son of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah; and 
he took Jeremiah the prophet, saying. Thou 
fallest away to the Chaldeans. Then said 
Jeremiah, It is false; I fall not away to the 
Chaldeans. But he hearkened not to him : so 
Irijah took Jeremiah, and brought him to the 
princes. Wherefore the princes were wroth 
with Jeremiah, and smote him, and put him 
in prison in the house of Jonathan the scribe: 
for they had made that the prison. 

When Jeremiah was entered into the 
dungeon, and into the cabins, and Jeremiah 
had remained there many days; then Zede- 
kiah the long sent, and took him out: and 
the king asked him secretly in his house, and 
said. Is there any word from the Lord ? And 
Jeremiah said. There is: for, said he, thou 
shall be delivered into the hand of the king of 
Babylon. Moreover Jeremiah said unto king 
Zedekiah, What have I offended against thee, 
or against thy servants, or against this people, 
that ye have put me in prison? Where are 
now your prophets which prophesied unto 
you, saying. The king of Babylon shall not 
come against you, nor against this land? 
Therefore hear now, I pray thee, O my lord 
the king: let my supplication, I pray thee, be 
accepted before thee; that thou cause me not 
to return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, 
lest I die there. Then Zedekiah the king 
commanded that they should commit Jere- 
miah into the court of the prison, and that 
they should give him daily a piece of bread 
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out of the bakers’ street, until all the bread 
in the city were spent. Thus Jeremiah re- 
mained in the court of the prison. 

Thrown into a Dungeon 

Then Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and 
Gedaliah the son of Pashur, and Jucal the 
son of Shelemiah, and Pashur the son of Mai- 
chiah, heard the words that Jeremiah had 
spoken unto all the people, saying. Thus 
saith the Lord, He that remaineth in this 
city shall die by the sword, by the famine, 
and by the pestilence : but he that goeth forth 
to the Chaldeans shall live; for he shall have 
his life for a prey, and shall live. Thus saith 
the Lord, This city shall surely be given into 
the hand of the king of Babylon’s army, 
which shall take it. Therefore the princes 
said unto the king. We beseech thee, let this 
man be put to death: for thus he weakeneth 
the hands of the men of war that remain in 
this city, and the hands of all the people, in 
speaking such words unto them : for this man 
seeketh not the welfare of this people, but 
the hurt. Then Zedekiah the king said. Be- 
hold, he is in your hand: for the king is. not 
he that can do any thing against you. Then 
took they Jeremiah, and cast him into the 
dungeon of Malchiah the son ofHammelech, 
that was in the court of the prison: and they 
let down Jeremiah with cords. And in the 
dungeon there was no water, but mire: so 
Jeremiah sunk in the mire. 

Rescued by an Ethiopian 

Now when Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, 
one of the eunuchs which was in the king’s 
house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in 
the dungeon ; the king then sitting in the gate 
of Benjamin ; Ebed-melech went forth out of 
the king’s house, and spake to the king, say- 
ing, My lord the king, these men have done 
evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah 
the prophet, whom they have cast into the 
dungeon; and he is like to die for hunger in 
the place where he is: for there is no more 
bread in the city. Then the king commanded 
Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, Take 
from hence thirty men with thee, and take up 
Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon, 
before he die. So Ebed-melech took the men 
with him, and went into the house of the king 
under the treasury, and took thence old cast 
clouts and old rotten rags, and let them down 
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by cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah. And 
Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said unto Jere- 
miah* Put now these old cast clouts and rot- 
ten rags under thine armholes under the 
cords. And Jeremiah did so. So they drew 
up Jeremiah with cords* and took him up out 
of the dungeon: and Jeremiah remained in 
the court of the prison. 

Taken before the King 

Then Zedekiah the king sent* and took 
Jeremiah the prophet unto him into the third 
entry that is in the house of the Lord : and 
the king said unto Jeremiah, I will ask thee a 
thing; hide nothing from me. Then Jere- 
miah said unto Zedekiah* If I declare it unto 
thee* wilt thou not surely put me to death? 
and if I give thee counsel* wilt thou not 
hearken unto me? So Zedekiah the king 
sware secretly unto Jeremiah* saying* As the 
Lord liveth* that made us this soul* I will 
not put thee to death* neither will I give thee 
into the hand of these men that seek thy life. 

Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah* Thus 
saith the Lord* the God of hosts, the God of 
Israel; If thou wilt assuredly go forth unto 
the king of Babylon’s princes* then thy soul 
shall live* and this city shall not be burned 
with fire ; and thou shalt live* and thine house : 
but if thou wilt not go forth to the king of 
Babylon’s princes* then shall this city be 
given into the hand of the Chaldeans, and 
they shall burn it with fire* and thou shalt not 
escape out of their hand. And Zedekiah the 
king said unto Jeremiah, I am afraid of the 
Jews that are fallen to the Chaldeans* lest 
they deliver me into their hand* and they 
mock me. But Jeremiah said* They shall not 
deliver thee. Obey* I beseech thee* the voice 
of the Lord* which I speak unto thee: so it 
shall be well unto thee* and thy soul shall 
live. But if thou refuse to go forth* this is the 
word that the Lord hath shewed me: and* 
behold* all the women that are left in the 
! king of Judah’s house shall be brought forth 
to the king of Babylon’s princes* and those 
women shall say, Thy friends have set thee 
on* and have prevailed against thee: thy feet 
are sunk in the mire* and they are turned 
away back. So they shall bring out all thy 
wives and thy children to the Chaldeans : and 
thou shalt not escape out of their hand* but 
shalt be taken by the hand of the king of 
Babylon : and thou shalt cause this city to be 
burned with fire. 


Then said Zedekiah unto Jeremiah* Let no 
man know of these words* and thou shalt not 
die. But if the princes hear that I have talked 
with thee* and they come unto thee* and say 
unto thee* Declare unto us now what thou 
hast said unto the king* hide it not from us* 
and we will not put thee to death; also what 
the king said unto thee: then thou shalt say 
unto them* I presented my supplication be- 
fore the king* that he would not cause me 
to return to Jonathan’s house* to die there. 
Then came all the princes unto Jeremiah* 
and asked him: and he told them according 
to all these words that the king had com- 
manded. So they left off speaking with him; 
for the matter was not perceived. So Jere- 
miah abode in the court of the prison until 
the day that Jerusalem was taken : and he was 
there when Jerusalem was taken. 

The Fall of the City 

In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of 
Judah* in the tenth month* came Nebuchad- 
rezzar king of Babylon and all his army 
against Jerusalem* and they besieged it. And 
in the eleventh year of Zedekiah* in the fourth 
month* the ninth day of the month* the city 
was broken up. And all the princes of the 
king of Babylon came in* and sat in the middle 
gate* even Nergal-sharezer* Samgar-nebo* 
Sarsechim* Rab-saris* Nergal-sharezer* Rab- 
mag, with all the residue of the princes of the 
king of Babylon. 

And it came to pass* that when Zedekiah 
the king of Judah saw them* and all the men 
of war* then they fled* and went forth out of 
the city by night* by the way of the king’s 
garden* by the gate betwixt the two walls: 
and he went out the way of the plain. But 
the Chaldeans’ army pursued after them* 
and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of 
Jericho: and when they had taken him* they 
brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath* 
where he gave judgment upon him. Then 
the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zede- 
kiah in Riblah before his eyes: also the king 
of Babylon slew all the nobles of Judah. 
Moreover he put out Zedekiah’s eyes* and 
bound him with chains, to carry him to Baby- 
lon. And the Chaldeans burned the king’s 
house* and the houses of the people* with 
fire* and brake down the walls of Jerusalem. 
Then Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard 
carried away captive into Babylon the rem- 
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nant of the people that remained in the city., 
and those that fell away* that fell to him* with 
the rest of the people that remained. But 
Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard left 
of the poor of the people* which had nothing* 
in the land of Judah* and gave them vine- 
yards and fields at the same time. 

Now Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon 
gave charge concerning Jeremiah to Nebu- 
zar-adan the captain of the guard* saying* 
Take him, and look well to him* and do him 
no harm* but do unto him even as he shall 
say unto thee. So Nebuzar-adan the captain 
of the guard sent* and Nebushasban* Rab- 
saris* and Nergal-sharezer* Rab-mag* and all 
the king of Babylon’s princes; even they 
sent* and took Jeremiah out of the court of 
the prison* and committed him unto Geda- 
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Hah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan* 
that he should carry him home; so he dwelt 
among the people. 

Now the word of the Lord came unto 
Jeremiah* while he was shut up in the court 
of the prison* saying* Go and speak to Ebed- 
melech the Ethiopian* saying, Thus saith the 
Lord of hosts* the God of Israel; Behold* I. 
will bring my words upon this city for evil* 
and not for good; and they shall be accom- 
plished in that day before thee. But I will 
deliver thee in that day* saith the Lord; and 
thou shalt not be given into the hand of the 
men of whom thou art afraid. For I will 
surely deliver thee* and thou shalt not fall by 
the sword* but thy Hfe shall be for a prey 
unto thee : because thou hast put thy trust in 
me* saith the Lord. 


THE LONE SERVANT OF GOD 

IN A FOREIGN LAND WITH POLITICAL REFUGEES 


JEREMIAH CHAPTERS 40, i-45, 5 

Loneliness is at any time a sad experience , but when one is old it is harder to bear. It is 
then a heavy affliction. But what of the man of advancing years, to whom is added the 
loss of home and country, the dread of upstart usurpers intent on robbery andmurder, who 
is drivenfrom one place to another, until in the end he is compelled to spend the rest of Ms 
days in a far-off foreign land ? That is the picture of the Prophet we are given in these 
chapters, and yet there is not a word of complaint on his lips, but only the pursuit 
of faithful service to his Lord, and readiness always to help anyone, even those that 
despitefully use him. He stands alone, a grandly impressive figure, whether it is in Egypt 
we see him, or against the smouldering ruins and devastation of his own country . Like 
a tree whose roots are deep he stands unbent and unbroken by the storm. 


T HE word that came to Jeremiah 
from the Lord* after that Nebu- 
zar-adan the captain of the guard 
had let him go from Ramah* when 
he had taken him being bound in chains 
among all that were carried away captive of 
Jerusalem and Judah* which were carried 
away captive unto Babylon. And the captain 
of the guard took Jeremiah* and said unto 
him* The Lord thy God hath pronounced 
this evil upon this place. Now the Lord 
hath brought it* and done according as he 
hath said:, because ye have sinned against the 
Lord* and have not obeyed his voice* there- 
fore this thing is come upon you. And now* 
behold* I loose thee this day from the chains 


which were upon thine hand. If it seem good 
unto thee to come with me into Babylon* 
come; and I will look well unto thee : but if it 
seem ill unto thee to come with me into 
Babylon* forbear: behold* all the land is be- 
fore thee: whither it seemeth good and con- 
venient for thee to go* thither go. Now while 
he was not yet gone back* he said, Go back 
also to Gedaliah 1 the son of Ahikam the son of 
Shaphan* whom the king of Babylon hath 
made governor over the cities of Judah* and 
dwell with him among the people: or go 
wheresoever it seemeth convenient unto 
thee to go. So the captain of the guard gave 
him victuals and a reward* and let him go. 
Then went Jeremiah unto Gedaliah the son 


1 Jeremiah knew Gedaliah’s father, Ahikam, and owed his life to him. See p. 790. 
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of Ahikam to Mizpah; and dwelt with him 
among the people that were left in the 
land* 

Now when all the captains of the forces 
which were in the fields, even they and their 
men, heard that the king of Babylon had 
made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam governor 
in the land, and had committed unto him 
men, and women, and children, and of the 
poor of the land, of them that were not 
carried away captive to Babylon; then they 
came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ishmael 
the son ofNethaniah, and Johanan and Jona- 
than the sons of Kareah, and Seraiah the son 
of Tanhumeth, and the sons of Ephai the 
Netophathite, and Jezaniah the son of a 
Maachathite, they and their men. And Ged- 
aliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan 
sware unto them and to their men, saying. 
Fear not to serve the Chaldeans ; dwell in the 
land, and serve the king of Babylon, and it 
shall be well with you. As for me, behold, I 
will dwell at Mizpah, to serve the Chaldeans, 
which will come unto us: but ye, gather ye 
wine, and summer fruits, and oil, and put 
them in your vessels, and dwell in your cities 
that ye have taken. Likewise when all the 
Jews that were in Moab, and among the Am- 
monites, and in Edom, and that were in all 
the countries, heard that the king of Babylon 
had left a remnant of Judah, and that he had 
set over them Gedaliah the son of Ahikam 
the son of Shaphan; even all the Jews re- 
turned out of all places whither they were 
driven, and came to the land of Judah, to 
Gedaliah, unto Mizpah, and gathered wine 
and summer fruits very much. 

The Prophets Friend Murdered 

Moreover Johanan the son of Kareah, and 
all the captains of the forces that were in the 
fields, came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, and said 
unto him. Dost thou certainly know that 
Baalis the king of the Ammonites hath sent 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to slay thee? 
But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam believed 
them not. Then Johanan the son of Kareah 
spake to Gedaliah in Mizpah secretly, saying, 
Let me go, I pray thee, and I will slay Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah, and no man shall know 
it : wherefore should he slay thee, that all the 
Jews which are gathered unto thee should be 
scattered, and the remnant in Judah perish? 
But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said unto 
Johanan the son of Kareah, Thou shalt not 


do this thing: for thou speakest falsely of 
Ishmael. 

Now it came to pass in the seventh month, 
that Ishmael the son ofNethaniah the son of 
Elishama, of the seed royal, and the princes 
of the king, even ten men with him, came 
unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to Mizpah; 
and there they did eat bread together in Miz- 
pah. Then arose Ishmael the son of Ne- 
thaniah, and the ten men that were with him, 
and smote Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the 
son of Shaphan with the sword, and slew 
him, whom the king of Babylon had made 
governor over the land. Ishmael also slew all 
the Jews that were with him, even with Geda- 
liah, at Mizpah, and the Chaldeans that were 
found there, and the men of war. 

The People Scattered 

And it came to pass the second day after 
he had slain Gedaliah, and no man knew it, 
that there came certain from Shechem, from 
Shiloh, and from Samaria, even fourscore 
men, having their beards shaven, and their 
clothes rent, and having cut themselves, 
with offerings and incense in their hand, 
to bring them to the house of the Lord, 
And Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went 
forth from Mizpah to meet them, weeping 
all along as he went: and it came to pass, as 
he met them, he said unto them. Come to 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. And it was so, 
when they came into the midst of the city, 
that Ishmael the son ofNethaniah slew them, 
and cast them into the midst of the pit, he, 
and the men that were with him. But tea 
men were found among them that said unto 
Ishmael, Slay us not: for we have treasures 
in the field, of wheat, and of barley, and of 
oil, and of honey. So he forbare, and slew 
them not among their brethren. Now the 
pit wherein Ishmael had cast all the dead 
bodies of the men, whom he had slain be- 
cause of Gedaliah, was it which Asa the king 
had made for fear of Baasha king of Israel: 
and Ishmael the son of Nethaniah filled it 
with them that were slain. Then Ishmael 
carried away captive all the residue of the 
people that were in Mizpah, even the king’s 
daughters, and all the people that remained 
in Mizpah, whom Nebuzar-adan the captain 
of the guard had committed to Gedaliah the 
son of Ahikam: and Ishmael the son of 
Nethaniah carried them away captive, and 
departed to go over to the Ammonites. 


But when Johanan the son of Kareah, and 
all the captains of the forces that were with 
him, heard of all the evil that Ishmael the 
son of Nethaniah had done, then they took 
all the men, and went to fight with Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah, and found him by the 
great waters that are in Gibeon. Now it came 
to pass, that when all the people which were 
with Ishmael saw Johanan the son of Kareah, 
and all the captains of the forces that were 
with him, then they were glad. So all the 
people that Ishmael had carried away captive 
from Mizpah cast about and returned, and 
went unto Johanan the son of Kareah. But 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah escaped from 
Johanan with eight men, and went to the 
Ammonites. Then took Johanan the son of 
Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that 
were with him, all the remnant of the people 
whom he had recovered from Ishmael the 
son of Nethaniah, from Mizpah, after that he 
had slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, even 
mighty men of war, and the women, and the 
children, and the eunuchs, whom he had 
brought again from Gibeon: and they de- 
parted, and dwelt in the habitation of Chim- 
ham, which is by Beth-lehem, to go to enter 
into Egypt, because of the Chaldeans: for 
they were afraid of them, because Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah had slain Gedaliah the 
son of Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon 
made governor in the land* 

The Prophet Consulted 

Then all the captains of the forces, and 
Johanan the son of Kareah, and Jezaniah the 
son of Hoshaiah, and all the people from the 
least even unto the greatest, came near, and 
said unto Jeremiah the prophet. Let, we be- 
seech thee, our supplication be accepted be- 
fore thee, and pray for us unto the Lord thy 
God, even for ah this remnant; (for we are 
left but a few of many, as thine eyes do be- 
hold us:) that the Lord thy God may shew 
us the way wherein we may walk, and the 
thing that we may do. Then Jeremiah the 
prophet said unto them, I have heard you; 
behold, I will pray unto the Lord your God 
according to your words; and it shall come to 
pass, that whatsoever thing the Lord shall 
answer you, I will declare it unto you; I will 
keep nothing back from you. Then they said 
to Jeremiah, The Lord be a true and faithful 
witness between us, if we do not even accord- 
ing to all things for the which the Lord thy 


JEREMIAH 42, 20 

God shall send thee to us. Whether it be 
good, or whether it be evil, we will obey the 
voice of the Lord our God, to whom we send 
thee; that it may be well with us, when we 
obey the voice of the Lord our God. 

And it came to pass after ten days, that the 
word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah. Then 
called he Johanan the son of Kareah, and all 
the captains of the forces which were with 
him, and all the people from the least even to 
the greatest, and said unto them. Thus saith 
the Lord, the God of Israel, unto whom ye 
sent me to present your supplication before 
him; If ye will still abide in this land, then 
will I build you, and not pull you down, and 
I will plant you, and not pluck you up: for I 
repent me of the evil that I have done unto 
you. Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, of 
whom ye are afraid; be not afraid of him, 
saith the Lord: for I am with you to save you, 
and to deliver you from Ms hand. And I will 
shew mercies unto you, that he may have 
mercy upon you, and cause you to return to 
your own land. But if ye say, We will not 
dwell in this land, neither obey the voice of 
the Lord your God, saying, No; but we will 
go into the land of Egypt, where we shall see 
no war, nor hear the sound of the trumpet, 
nor have hunger of bread; and there will we 
dwell: and now therefore hear the word of 
the Lord, ye remnant of Judah; Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; If ye 
wholly set your faces to enter into Egypt, and 
go to sojourn there; then it shall come to 
pass, that the sword, wMch ye feared, shall 
overtake you there in the land of Egypt, and 
the famine, whereof ye were afraid, shall 
follow close after you there in Egypt; and 
there ye shall die. So shall it be with all the 
men that set their faces to go into Egypt to 
sojourn there; they shall die by the sword, by 
the famine, and by the pestilence: and none 
of them shall remain or escape from the evil 
that I will bring upon them. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God 
of Israel; As mine anger and my fury hath 
been poured forth upon the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem; so shall my fury be poured forth 
upon you, when ye shall enter into Egypt: 
and ye shall be an execration, and an astonish- 
ment, and a curse, and a reproach; and ye 
shall see this place no more. The Lord hath 
said concerning you, O ye remnant of Judah; 
Go ye not into Egypt: know certainly that 
I have admonished you this day. For ye dis- 
sembled in your hearts, when ye sent me unto 
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the Lord your God, saying. Pray for us unto 
the Lord our God; and according unto all 
that the Lord our God shall say, so declare 
unto us, and we will do it. And now I have 
this day declared it to you; but ye have not 
obeyed the voice of the Lord your God, nor 
any thing for the which he hath sent me unto 
you. Now therefore know certainly that ye 
shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by 
the pestilence, in the place whither ye desire 
to go and to sojourn. 

The Flight to ' Egypt 

And it came to pass, that when Jeremiah 
had made an end of speaking unto all the 
people all the words of the Lord their God, 
for which the Lord their God had sent him 
to them, even all these words, then spake 
Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, and Johanan 
the son of Kareah, and ail the proud men, 
saying unto Jeremiah, Thou speakest falsely: 
the Lord our God hath not sent thee to say. 
Go not into Egypt to sojourn there : but Bar- 
uch the son of Neriah setteth thee on against 
us, for to deliver us into the hand of the 
Chaldeans, that they might put us to death, 
and carry us away captives into Babylon. So 
Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the cap- 
tains of the forces, and all the people, obeyed 
not the voice of the Lord, to dwell in the 
land of Judah. But Johanan the son of Ka- 
reah, and all the captains of the forces, took 
all the remnant of Judah, that were returned 
from all nations, whither they had been 
driven, to dwell in the land of Judah; even 
men, and women, and children, and the 
king’s daughters, and every person that Neb- 
uzar-adan the captain of the guard had left 
with Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of 
Shaphan, and Jeremiah the prophet, and Bar- 
uch the son of Neriah. So they came into 
the land of Egypt: for they obeyed not the 
voice of the Lord: thus came they even to 
Tahpanhes. 

Then came the word of the Lord unto 
Jeremiah in Tahpanhes, saying. Take great 
stones in thine hand, and hide them in the 
clay in the brickkiln, which is at the entry of 
Pharaoh’s house in Tahpanhes, in the sight 
of the men of Judah; and say unto them. 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel; Behold, I will send and take Nebu- 
chadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, 
and will set his throne upon these stones 
that I have hid; and he shall spread his royal 


pavilion over them. And when he cometh, 
he shall smite the land of Egypt, and deliver 
such as are for death to death; and such as 
are for captivity to captivity; and such as are 
for the sword to the sword. And I will kindle 
a fire in the houses of the gods of Egypt; and 
he shall bum them, and carry them away 
captives: and he shall array himself with the 
land of Egypt, as a shepherd putteth on his 
garment; and he shall go forth from thence 
in peace. He shall break also the images of 
Beth-shemesh, that is in the land of Egypt; 
and the houses of the gods of the Egyptians 
shall he burn with fire. 

With the Refugees 

The word that came to Jeremiah concern- 
ing all the Jews which dwell in the land of 
Egypt, which dwell at Migdol, and at Tah- 
panhes, and at Noph, and in the country of 
Pathros, saying. Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel; Ye have seen all the 
evil that I have brought upon Jerusalem, and 
upon all the cities of Judah; and, behold, 
this day they are a desolation, and no man 
dwelleth therein, because of their wicked- 
ness which they have committed to provoke 
me to anger, in that they went to burn in- 
cense, and to serve other gods, whom they 
knew not, neither they, ye, nor your fathers. 
Howbeit I sent unto you all my servants the 
prophets, rising early and sending them, say- 
ing, Oh, do not this abominable thing that I 
hate. But they hearkened not, nor inclined 
their ear to turn from their wickedness, to 
burn no incense unto other gods. Wherefore 
my fury and mine anger was poured forth, 
and was kindled in the cities of Judah and in 
the streets of Jerusalem; and they are wasted 
and desolate, as at this day. Therefore now 
thus saith the Lord, the God of hosts, the 
God of Israel; Wherefore commit ye this 
great evil against your souls, to cut off from 
you man and woman, child and suckling, out 
of Judah, to leave you none to remain; in 
that ye provoke me unto wrath with the 
works of your hands, burning incense unto 
other gods in the land of Egypt, whither ye 
be gone to dwell, that ye might cut your- 
selves off, and that ye might be a curse and 
a reproach among all the nations of the earth? 
Have ye forgotten the wickedness of your 
fathers, and the wickedness of the kings of 
Judah, and the wickedness of their wives, 
and your own wickedness, and the wicked- 
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MANY LANDS RECEIVE COMPANIES OF REFUGEES 

Another page in the Book of God comes to life , to remind us that the homeless 
people seeking refuge in a foreign land are remembered by God, and that the 
solution of the problems arising from their unhappy condition is a matter of vital 
concern, to which His servants must seriously apply themselves . 


ness of your wives, which they have com- 
mitted in the land of Judah, and in the streets 
Of Jerusalem? They are not humbled even 
unto this day, neither have they feared, nor 
walked in my law, nor in my statutes, that I 
set before you and before your fathers. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel; Behold, I will set my face 
against you for evil, and to cut off all Judah. 
And I will take the remnant of Judah, that 
have set their faces to go into the land of 
Egypt to sojourn there, and they shall all be 
consumed, and fall in the land of Egypt ; they 


shall even be consumed by the sword and by 
the famine : they shall die, from the least even 
unto the greatest, by the sword and by the 
famine: and they shall be an execration, and 
an astonishment, and a curse, and a reproach. 
For I will punish them that dwell in the land 
of Egypt, as I have punished Jerusalem, by 
the sword, by the famine, and by the pesti- 
lence: so that none of the remnant of Judah, 
which are gone into the land of Egypt to so- 
journ there, shall escape or remain, that they 
should return into the land of Judah, to the 
which they have a desire to return to dwell 
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there : for none shall return but such as shall 
escape. 

Then all the men which knew that their 
wives ' had burned incense unto other gods, 
and all the women that stood by, a great 
multitude, even all the people that dwelt in 
the land of Egypt, in Pathros, answered 
Jeremiah, saying. As for the word that thou 
hast spoken unto us in the name of the Lord, 
we will not hearken unto thee. But we will 
certainly do whatsoever thing goeth forth out 
of our own mouth, to burn incense unto the 
queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offer- 
ings unto her, as we have done, we, and our 
fathers, our kings, and our princes, in the 
cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jeru- 
salem : for then had we plenty of victuals, and 
were well, and saw no evil. But since we left 
off to bum incense to the queen of heaven, 
and to pour out drink offerings unto her, 
we have wanted all things, and have been 
consumed by the sword and by the famine. 
And when we burned incense to the queen 
of heaven, and poured out drink offerings 
unto her,, did we make her cakes to worship 
her, and pour out drink offerings unto her, 
without our men? 

Then Jeremiah said unto all the people, to 
the men, and to the women, and to all the 
people which had given him that answer, 
saying. The incense that ye burned in the 
cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jeru- 
salem, ye, and your fathers, your kings, and 
your princes, and the people of the land, did 
not the Lord remember them, and came it 
not into his mind? So that the Lord could 
no longer bear, because of the evil of your 
doings, and because of the abominations 
which ye have committed; therefore is your 
land a desolation, and an astonishment, and 
a curse, without an inhabitant, as at this day. 
Because ye have burned incense, and because 
ye have sinned against the Lord, and have 
not obeyed the voice of the Lord, nor walked 
in his law, nor in his statutes, nor in his testi- 
monies; therefore this evil is happened unto 
you, as at this day. 

Moreover Jeremiah said unto all the 
people, and to all the women. Hear the word 
of the Lord, all Judah that are in the land of 
Egypt: thus saith the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel, saying; Ye and your wives 


have both spoken with your mouths, and ful- 
filled with your hand, saying. We will surely 
perform our vows that we have vowed, to 
bum incense to the queen of heaven, and to 
pour out drink offerings unto her: ye will 
surely accomplish your vows, and surely per- 
form your vows. Therefore hear ye the word 
of the Lord, all Judah that dwell in the land 
of Egypt; Behold, I have sworn by my great 
name, saith the Lord, that my name shall no 
more be named in the mouth of any man of 
Judah in all the land of Egypt, saying. The 
Lord God liveth. Behold, I will watch over 
them for evil, and not for good: and all the 
men of Judah that are in the land of Egypt 
shall be consumed by the sword and by the 
famine, until there be an end of them. Yet 
a small number that escape the sword shall 
return out of the land of Egypt into the land 
of Judah, and all the remnant of Judah, that 
are gone into the land of Egypt to sojourn 
there, shall know whose words shall stand, 
mine, or their’s. And this shall be a sign unto 
you, saith the Lord, that I will punish you in 
this place, that ye may know that my words 
shall surely stand against you for evil: thus 
saith the Lord; Behold, I will give Pharaoh- 
hophra king of Egypt into the hand of his 
enemies, and into the hand of them that seek 
his life; as I gave Zedekiah king, of Judah into 
the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, 
his enemy, and that sought his life. 

A Word to Baruch 

The word that Jeremiah the prophet spake 
unto Baruch the son of Neriah, when he had 
written these words in a book at the mouth 
of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim 
the son of Josiah king of Judah, saying, Thus 
saith the Lord, the God of Israel, unto thee, 

0 Baruch; Thou didst say. Woe is me now! 
for the Lord hath added grief to my sorrow; 

1 fainted in my sighing, and I find no rest. 
Thus shalt thou say unto him, , The Lord 
saith thus; Behold, that which I have built 
will I break down, and that which I have 
planted I will pluck up, even this whole land. 
And seekest thou great things for thyself? 
seek them not: for, behold, I will bring evil 
upon all flesh, saith the Lord: but thy life 
will I give unto thee for a prey in all places 
whither thou goest. 


IN GOD’S SERVICE 

THE PROPHET HAS A MESSAGE FOR THE WORLD 

JEREMIAH CHAPTERS 46, i— 51, 64 . 

In these pages each nation has its own message from God; specially addressed to it, and 
suited to its character as revealed in its history . It is not possible , so long after the 
events, to feel the force of all the references and allusions which the Prophet makes to 
the situation in his day, but , judging from their dogmatic tom, they must have had a 
basis in fact and have been uttered with considerable point The thought that keeps 
recurring to our minds as we read the paragraphs is not the doom that befell these ancient 
people but the fate that in God 9 s judgement awaits the nations of to-day. 


THE word of the Lord which came to Jere- 
miah the prophet against the Gentiles; 

Egypt 

Against Egypt, against the army of Phar- 
aoh-necho king of Egypt, which was by the 
river Euphrates in Carchemish, which Nebu- 
chadrezzar king of Babylon smote in the 
fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah 
Mug of Judah. 

Order ye the buckler and shield, and draw 
near to battle. Harness the horses; and get 
up, ye horsemen, and stand forth with your 
helmets; furbish the spears, and put on the 
brigandines. Wherefore have I seen them 
dismayed and turned away back? and their 
mighty ones are beaten down, and are fled 
apace, and look not back: for fear was round 
about, saith the Lord. Let not the swift flee 
away, nor the mighty man escape ; they shall 
stumble, and fall toward the north by the 
river Euphrates. Who is this that cometh up 
as a food, whose waters are moved as the 
rivers? Egypt riseth up like a hood, and his 
waters are moved like the rivers ; and he 
saith, I will go up, and will cover the earth; 
I will destroy the city and the inhabitants 
thereof. Come up, ye horses; and rage, ye 
chariots ; and let the mighty men come forth ; 
the Ethiopians and the Libyans, that handle 
the shield; and the Lydians, that handle and 
bend the bow. For this is the day of the 
Lord God of hosts, a day of vengeance, that 
he may avenge him of his adversaries: and 
the sword shall devour, and it shall be satiate 
and made drunk with their blood: for the 
Lord God of hosts hath a sacrifice in the 
north country by the river Euphrates . Go up 
into Gilead, and take balm, O virgin, the 


daughter of Egypt: in vain shalt thou use 
many medicines; for thou shalt not be cured. 
The nations have heard of thy shame, and 
thy cry hath filled the land: for the mighty 
man hath stumbled against the mighty, and 
they are fallen both together. 

The word that the Lord spake to Jere- 
miah the prophet, how Nebuchadrezzar 
king of Babylon should come and smite the 
land of Egypt. 

Declare ye in Egypt, and publish in Mig- 
dol, and publish in Noph and in Tahpanhes : 
say ye, Stand fast, and prepare thee; for the 
sword shall devour round about thee. Why 
are thy valiant men swept away? they stood 
not, because the Lord did drive them. He 
made many to fall, yea, one fell upon another: 
and they said. Arise, and let us go again to 
our own people, and to the land of our na- 
tivity, from the oppressing sword. They did 
cry there. Pharaoh king of Egypt is but a 
noise; he hath passed the time appointed. 
As I live, saith the King, whose name is the 
Lord of hosts. Surely as Tabor is among the 
mountains, and as Carmel by the sea, so shall 
he come. O thou daughter dwelling in 
Egypt, furnish thyself to go into captivity: 
for Noph shall be waste and desolate without 
an inhabitant. Egypt is like a very fair heifer, 
but destruction cometh; it cometh out of the 
north. Also her hired men are in the midst of 
her like fatted bullocks; for they also are 
turned back, and are fed away together: they 
did not stand, because the day of their cala- 
mity was come upon them, and the time of 
their visitation. The voice thereof shall go 
like a serpent; for they shall march with an 
army, and come against her with axes, as 
hewers of wood. They shall cut down her 
forest, saith the Lord, though it cannot be 


811 




JEREMIAH 46, 23 

searched ; because they are more than the 
grasshoppers, and are innumerable. The 
daughter of Egypt shall be confounded; she 
shall be delivered into the hand of the people 
of the north. The Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel, saith; Behold, I will punish the multi- 
tude of No, and Pharaoh, and Egypt, with 
their gods, and their kings; even Pharaoh, 
and ail them that trust in him: and I will 
deliver them into the hand of those that seek 
their lives, and into the hand of Nebuchad- 
rezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of 
his servants: and afterward it shall be in- 
habited, as in the days of old, saith the Lord. 

But fear not thou, O my servant Jacob, 
and be not dismayed, O Israel: for, behold, 
I will save thee from afar off, and thy seed 
from the land of their captivity; and Jacob 
shall return, and be in rest and at ease, and 
none shall make him afraid. Fear thou not, 
O Jacob my servant, saith the Lord : for I am 
with thee; for I will make a full end of all the 
nations whither I have driven thee : but I will 
not make a full end of thee, but correct thee 
in measure; yet will I not leave thee wholly 
unpunished. 

Philistia 

The word of the Lord that came to Jere- 
miah the prophet against the Philistines, be- 
fore that Pharaoh smote Gaza. 

Thus saith the Lord; Behold, waters rise 
up out of the north, and shall be an overflow- 
ing flood, and shall overflow the land, and all 
that is therein; the city, and them that dwell 
therein: then the men shall cry, and all the 
inhabitants of the land shall howl. At the 
noise of the stamping of the hoofs of his 
strong horses, at the rushing of his chariots, 
and at the rumbling of his wheels, the fathers 
shall not look back to their children for feeble- 
ness of hands ; because of the day that cometh 
to spoil all the Philistines, and to cut off from 
Tyrus and Zidon every helper that remain- 
ed! : for the Lord will spoil the Philistines, 
the remnant of the country of Caphtor. 
Baldness is come upon Gaza; Ashkelon is cut 
off with the remnant of their valley : how long 
wilt thou cut thyself? O thou sword of the 
Lord, how long will it be ere thou be quiet? 
put up thyself into thy scabbard, rest, and be 
still. How can it be quiet, seeing the Lord 
hath given it a charge against Ashkelon, and 
against the sea shore? there hath he ap- 
pointed it. 


Moab 

Against Moab thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel; Woe unto Nebol for it is 
spoiled : Kiriathaim is confounded and taken : 
Misgab is confounded and dismayed. There 
shall be no more praise of Moab : in Heshbon 
they have devised evil against it; come, and 
let us cut it off from being a nation. Also 
thou shalt be cut down, O Madmen; the 
sword shall pursue thee. A voice of crying 
shall be from Horonaim, spoiling and great 
destruction. Moab is destroyed; her little 
ones have caused a cry to be heard. For in 
the going up of Luhith continual weeping 
shall go up; for in the going down of Horo- 
naim the enemies have heard a cry of de- 
struction. Flee, save your lives, and be like 
the heath in the wilderness. For because 
thou hast trusted in thy works and in thy 
treasures, thou shalt also be taken: and 
Chemosh shall go forth into captivity with 
his priests and his princes together. And the 
spoiler shall come upon every city, and no 
city shall escape : the valley also shall perish, 
and the plain shall be destroyed, as the Lord 
hath spoken. Give wings unto Moab, that it 
may flee and get away: for the cities thereof 
shall be desolate, without any to dwell there- 
in. Cursed be he that doeth the work of the 
Lord deceitfully, and cursed be he that 
keepeth back his sword from blood. 

Moab hath been at ease from his youth, 
and he hath settled on his lees, and hath not 
been emptied from vessel to vessel, neither 
hath he gone into captivity: therefore his 
taste remained in him, and his scent is not 
changed. Therefore, behold, the days come, 
saith the Lord, that I will send unto him 
wanderers, that shall cause him to wander, 
and shall empty his vessels, and break their 
bottles. And Moab shall be ashamed of 
Chemosh, as the house of Israel was ashamed 
of Beth-el their confidence. How say ye, We 
are mighty and strong men for the war? 
Moab is spoiled, and gone up out of her 
cities, and his chosen young men are gone 
down to the slaughter, saith the King, whose 
name is the Lord of hosts. The calamity of 
Moab is near to come, and his affliction 
hasteth fast. All ye that are about him, be- 
moan him; and all ye that know his name, 
say, How is the strong staff broken, and the 
beautiful rod! Thou daughter that dost in- 
habit Dibon, come down from thy glory, and 
sit in thirst; for the spoiler of Moab shall 


812 



JEREMIAH 49, 4 

come upon thee, and he shall destroy thy clipped : upon all the hands shall be cuttings, 
strong holds. O inhabitant of Aroer, stand and upon the loins sackcloth. There shall be 
by the way, and espy; ask him that fieeth, lamentation generally upon all the house- 
and her that escapeth, and say. What is done ? tops of Moab, and in the streets thereof : for 
Moab is confounded; for it is broken down: I have broken Moab like a vessel wherein is 
howl and cry; tell ye it in Amon, that no pleasure, saith the Lord. They shall 
Moab is spoiled, and judgment is come upon howl, saying. How is it broken down! how 
the plain country; upon Holon, and upon hath Moab turned the back with shame! so 
Jahazah, and upon Mephaath, and upon shall Moab be a derision and a dismaying to 
Dibon, and upon Nebo, and upon Beth- all them about him. For thus saith the Lord; 
diblathaim, and upon Kiriathaim, and upon Behold, he shall fly as an eagle, and shall 
Beth-gamul, and upon Beth-meon, and upon spread his wings over Moab. Kerioth is 
Kerioth, and upon Bozrah, and upon all taken, and the strong holds are surprised, 
the cities of the land of Moab, far or near, and the mighty men’s hearts in Moab at that 

The horn of Moab is cut off, and his arm is day shall be as the heart of a woman in her 

broken, saith the Lord. pangs. And Moab shall be destroyed from 

Make ye him drunken: for he magnified being a people, because he hath magnified 
himself against the Lord: Moab also shall himself against the Lord. Fear, and the pit, 
wallow in his vomit, and he also shall be in and the snare, shall be upon thee, O inhabit- 

derision. For was not Israel a derision unto ant of Moab, saith the Lord. He that fleeth 

thee? was he found among thieves ? for since from the fear shall fall into the pit; and he 
thou spakest of him, thou skippedst for joy. that getteth up out of the pit shall be taken in 

0 ye that dwell in Moab, leave the cities, the snare : for I will bring upon it, even upon 
and dwell in the rock, and be like the dove Moab, the year of their visitation, saith the 
that maketh her nest in the sides of the Lord. 

hole’s mouth. We have heard the pride They that fled stood under the shadow of 
of Moab, (he is exceeding proud) his Heshbon because of the force: but a fire 
loftiness, and his arrogancy, and his pride, shall come forth out of Heshbon, and aflame 
and the haughtiness of his heart. I know from the midst of Sihon, and shall devour 
Ms wrath, saith the Lord; but it shall not the comer of Moab, and the crown of the 
be so; his lies shall not so effect it. There- head of the tumultuous ones. Woe be unto 
fore will I howl for Moab, and I will cry thee, O Moab! the people of Chemosh 
out for all Moab; mine heart shall mourn perisheth: for thy sons are taken captives, 
for the men of Kir-heres. O vine of Sibmah, and thy daughters captives. Yet will I bring 

1 will weep for thee with the weeping of again the captivity of Moab in the latter days, 
Jazer: thy plants are gone over the sea, they saith the Lord. Thus far is the judgment of 
reach even to the sea of Jazer: the spoiler is Moab. 

fallen upon thy summer fruits and upon thy 
vintage. And joy and gladness is taken from j 
the plentiful field, and from the land of 

Moab; and I have caused wine to fail from Concerning the Ammonites, thus saith the 
the winepresses : none shall tread with shout- Lord ; Hath Israel no sons ? hath he no heir ? 
ing; their shouting shall be no shouting, why then doth their king inherit Gad, and 
From the cry of Heshbon even unto Elealeh, his people dwell in his cities ? Therefore, be- 
and even unto Jahaz, have they uttered their hold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I 
voice, from Zoar even unto Horonaim, as an will cause an alarm of war to be heard in 
heifer of three years old: for the waters also Rabbah of the Ammonites; and it shall be a 
of Nimrim shall be desolate. Moreover I will desolate heap, and her daughters shall be 
cause to cease in Moab, saith the Lord, him burned with fire: then shall Israel be heir 
that offereth in the Mgh places, and him that unto them that were Ms heirs, saith the Lord. 
bumeth incense to Ms gods. Howl, O Heshbon, for Ai is spoiled: cry, ye 

Therefore mine heart shall sound for Moab daughters of Rabbah, gird you with sack- 
like pipes, and mine heart shall sound like cloth; lament, and run to and fro by the 
pipes for the men of Kir-heres: because the hedges; for their king shall go into captivity, 
riches that he hath gotten are perished. For and Ms priests and his princes together, 
every head shall be bald, and every beard Wherefore gloriest thou in the valleys, thy 
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flowing valley, O backsliding daughter? that 
trusted In her treasures, saying. Who shall 
come unto me? Behold, I will bring a fear 
upon thee, saith the Lord God of hosts, from 
all those that be about thee; and ye shall be 
driven out every man right forth; and none 
shall gather up him that wandereth. And 
afterward I will bring again the captivity of 
the children of Ammon, saith the Lord* 

Edom 

Concerning Edom, thus saith the Lord of 
hosts; Is wisdom no more in Teman? is 
counsel perished from the prudent? is- their 
wisdom vanished? Flee ye, turn back, dwell 
deep, O inhabitants of Dedan; for I will 
bring the calamity of Esau upon him, the 
time that I will visit him. If grapegatherers 
come to thee, would they not leave some 
gleaning grapes? if thieves by night, they 
will destroy till they have enough. But I 
have made Esau bare, I have uncovered his 
secret places, and he shall not be able to hide 
himself: his seed is spoiled, and his brethren, 
and his neighbours, and he is not. Leave thy 
fatherless children, I will preserve them 
alive; and let thy widows trust in me. For 
thus saith the Lord; Behold, they whose 
judgment was not to drink of the cup have 
assuredly drunken ; and art thou he that shall 
altogether go unpunished? thou shalt not go 
unpunished, but thou shalt surely drink of it. 
For I have sworn by myself, saith the Lord, 
that Bozrah shall become a desolation, a re- 
proach, a waste, and a curse ; and all the cities 
thereof shall be perpetual wastes. 

I have heard a rumour from the Lord, and 
an ambassador is sent unto the heathen, say- 
ing, Gather ye together, and come against 
her, and rise up to the battle. For, lo, I will 
make thee small among the heathen, and 
despised among men. Thy terribleness hath 
deceived thee, and the pride of thine heart, 
O thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, 
that boldest the height of the hill: though 
thou shouldest make thy nest as high as the 
eagle, I will bring thee down from thence, 
saith the Lord. Also Edom shall be a desola- 
tion: every one that goeth by it shall be 
astonished, and shall hiss at all the plagues 
thereof. As in the overthrow of Sodom and 
Gomorrah and the neighbour cities thereof, 
saith the Lord, no man shall abide there, 
neither shall a son of man dwell in it. Be- 
hold, he shall come up like a lion from the 


swelling of Jordan against the habitation of 
the strong: but I will suddenly make him run 
away from her: and who is a chosen man, 
that I may appoint over her? for who is like 
me? and who will appoint me the time? and 
who is that shepherd that will stand be- 
fore me? 

Therefore hear the counsel of the Lord, 
that he hath taken against Edom; and his 
purposes, that he hath purposed against the 
Inhabitants of Teman: Surely the least of the 
flock shall draw them out: surely he shall 
make their habitations desolate with them. 
The earth is moved at the noise of their fall, 
at the cry the noise thereof was heard in the 
Red sea. Behold, he shall come up and fly as 
the eagle, and spread his wings over Bozrah: 
and at that day shall the heart of the mighty 
men of Edom be as the heart of a woman in 
her pangs. 

Damascus 

Concerning Damascus. Hamath is con- 
founded, and Arpad : for they have heard evil 
tidings : they are fainthearted ; there is sorrow 
on the sea; it cannot be quiet. Damascus is 
waxed feeble, and turneth herself to flee, and 
fear hath seized on her: anguish and sorrows 
have taken her, as a woman in travail. How 
is the city of praise not left, the city of my 
joy! Therefore her young men shall fall In 
her streets, and all the men of war shall be 
cut off in that day, saith the Lord of hosts. 
And I will kindle a fire in the wall of Damas- 
cus, and it shall consume the palaces of Ben- 
hadad. 

Kedar 

Concerning Kedar, and concerning the 
kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchadrezzar 
king of Babylon shall smite, thus saith the 
Lord; Arise ye, go up to Kedar, and spoil 
the men of the east. Their tents and their 
flocks shall they take away: they shall take to 
themselves their curtains, and all their 
vessels, and their camels ; and they shall cry 
unto them. Fear is on every side. Flee, get 
you far off, dwell deep, O ye inhabitants of 
Hazor, saith the Lord; for Nebuchadrezzar 
king of Babylon hath taken counsel against 
you, and hath Conceived a purpose against 
you. Arise, get you up unto the wealthy 
nation, that dwelleth without care, saith the 
Lord, which have neither gates nor bars, 
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which dwell alone. And their camels shall be 
a booty, and the multitude of their cattle a 
spoil: and I will scatter into all winds them 
that are in the utmost comers; and I will 
bring their calamity from all sides thereof, 
saith the Lord. And Hazor shall be a dwell- 
ing for dragons, and a desolation for ever: 
there shall no man abide there, nor any son 
of man dwell in it. 

Elam 

The word of the Lord that came to Jere- 
miah the prophet against Elam in the begin- 
ning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, 
saying. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Be- 
hold, I will break the bow of Elam, the chief 
of their might. And upon Elam will I bring 
the four winds from the four quarters of 
heaven, and will scatter them toward all those 
winds ; and there shall be no nation whither 
the outcasts of Elam shall not come. For I 
will cause Elam to be dismayed before their 
enemies, and before them that seek their life : 
and I will bring evil upon them, even my 
fierce anger, saith the Lord ; and I will send 
the sword after them, till I have consumed 
them: and I will set my throne in Elam, and 
will destroy from thence the king and the 
princes, saith the Lord. But it shall come to 
pass in the latter days, that I will bring again 
the captivity of Elam, saith the Lord. 

Babylon 

The word that the Lord spake against 
Babylon and against the land of the Chal- 
deans by Jeremiah the prophet. 

Declare ye among the nations, and pub- 
lish, and set up a standard; publish, and con- 
ceal not: say, Babylon is taken, Bel is con- 
founded, Merodach is broken in pieces; her 
idols are confounded, her images are broken 
in pieces. For out of the north there cometh 
up a nation against her, which shall make her 
land desolate, and none shall dwell therein: 
they shall remove, they shall depart, both 
man and beast. In those days, and in that 
time, saith the Lord, the children of Israel 
shall come, they and the children of Judah 
together, going and weeping: they shall go, 
and seek the Lord their God. They shall 
ask the way to Zion with their faces thither- 
ward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves 
to the Lord in a perpetual covenant that 
shall not be forgotten. 
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My people hath been lost sheep: their 
shepherds have caused them to go astray, 
they have turned them away on the mount- 
ains: they have gone from mountain to hill, 
they have forgotten their restingplace. All 
that found them have devoured them: and 
their adversaries said. We offend not, be- 
cause they have sinned against the Lord, the 
habitation of justice, even the Lord, the hope 
of their fathers. Remove out of the midst of 
Babylon, and go forth out of the land of the 
Chaldeans, and be as the he goats before the 
flocks. For, lo, I will raise and cause to come 
up against Babylon an assembly of great 
nations from the north country: and they 
shall set themselves in array against her; from 
thence she shall be taken: their arrows shall 
be as of a mighty expert man; none shall 
return in vain. And Chaldea shall be a spoil : 
all that spoil her shall be satisfied, saith the 
Lord. 

Because ye were glad, because ye rejoiced, 
O ye destroyers of mine heritage, because ye 
are grown fat as the heifer at grass, and bellow 
as bulls; your mother shall be sore con- 
founded ; she that bare you shall be ashamed : 
behold, the hindermost of the nations shall 
be a wilderness, a dry land, and a desert. Be- 
cause of the wrath of the Lord it shall not be 
inhabited, but it shall be wholly desolate : 
every one that goeth by Babylon shall be 
astonished, and hiss at all her plagues. Put 
yourselves in array against Babylon round 
about : all ye that bend the bow, shoot at her, 
spare no arrows : for she hath sinned against 
the Lord. Shout against her round about: 
she hath given her hand: her foundations are 
fallen, her walls are thrown down: for it is 
the vengeance of the Lord: take vengeance 
upon her ; as she hath done, do unto her. Cut 
off the sower from Babylon, and him that 
handleth the sickle in the time of harvest: for 
fear of the oppressing sword they shall turn 
every one to his people, and they shall flee 
every one to his own land. 

Israel is a scattered sheep; the lions have 
driven him away: first the king of Assyria 
hath devoured him; and last this Nebuchad- 
rezzar king of Babylon hath broken his bones. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel; Behold, I will punish the king 
of Babylon and his land, as I have punished 
the king of Assyria. And I will bring Israel 
again to his habitation, and he shall feed on 
Carmel and Bashan, and his soul shall be 
satisfied upon mount Ephraim and Gilead. 
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In those days, and in that time, saith the 
Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought 
for, and there shall be none; and the sins of 
Judah, and they shall not be found: for I will 
pardon them whom I reserve. 

Go up against the land of Merathaim, 
even against it, and against the inhabitants of 
Pekod: waste and utterly destroy after them, 
saith the Lord, and do according to all that I 
have commanded thee. A sound of battle is 
in the land, and of great destruction* How is 
the hammer of the whole earth cut asunder 
and broken! how is Babylon become a desola- 
tion among the nations! I have laid a snare 
for thee, and thou art also taken, G Babylon, 
and thou wast not aware : thou art found, and 
also caught, because thou hast striven against 
the Lord. The Lord hath opened Ms 
armoury, and hath brought forth the weapons 
of his indignation: for tMs is the work of the 
Lord God of hosts in the land of the Chal- 
deans. Come against her from the utmost 
border, open her storehouses : cast her up as 
heaps, and destroy her utterly: let notMng of 
her be left. Slay all her bullocks; let them go 
down to the slaughter: woe unto them! for 
their day is come, the time of their visitation. 
The voice of them that flee and escape out of 
the land of Babylon, to declare in Zion the 
vengeance of the Lord our God, the ven- 
geance of Ms temple. 

Call together the archers against Babylon: 
all ye that bend the bow, camp against it 
round about; let none thereof escape: recom- 
pense her according to her work; according 
to all that she hath done, do unto her : for she 
hath been proud against the Lord, against 
the Holy One of Israel. Therefore shall her 
young men fall in the streets, and all her men 
of war shall be cut off in that day, saith the 
Lord. Behold, I am against thee, O thou 
most proud, saith the Lord God of hosts: for 
thy day is come, the time that I will visit 
thee. And the most proud shall stumble and 
fall, and none shall raise him up: and I will 
kindle a fire in Ms cities, and it shall devour 
all round about him. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts; The cMldren 
of Israel and the cMldren of Judah were 
oppressed together: and all that took them 
captives held them fast; they refused to let 
them go. Their Redeemer is strong; the 
Lord of hosts is his name: he shall througMy 
plead their cause, that he may give rest to the 
land, and disquiet the inhabitants of Babylon. 
A sword is upon the Chaldeans, saith the 


Lord, and upon the inhabitants of Babylon, 
and upon her princes, and upon her wise 
men. A sword is upon the liars; and they 
shall dote : a sword is upon her mighty men; 
and they shall be dismayed. A sword is upon 
their horses, and upon their chariots, and 
upon all the mingled people that are in the 
midst of her; and they shall become as 
women: a sword is upon her treasures; and 
they shall be robbed. A drought is upon her 
waters; and they shall be dried up: for it is 
the land of graven images, and they are mad 
upon their idols. Therefore the wild beasts of 
the desert with the wild beasts of the islands 
shall dwell there, and the owls shall dwell 
therein: and it shall be no more inhabited 
for ever; neither shall it be dwelt in from 
generation to generation. As God overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbour 
cities thereof, saith the Lord; so shall no 
man abide there, neither shall any son of 
man dwell therein. 

Behold, a people shall come from the 
north, and a great nation, and many kings 
shall be raised up from the coasts of the 
earth. They shall hold the bow and the 
lance: they are cruel, and will not shew 
mercy: their voice shall roar like the sea, and 
they shall ride upon horses, every one put in 
array, like a man to the battle, against thee, O 
daughter of Babylon. The king of Babylon 
hath heard the report of them, and Ms hands 
waxed feeble : anguish took hold of him, and 
pangs as of a woman in travail. Behold, he 
shall come up like a lion from the swelling of 
Jordan unto the habitation of the strong: but 
I will make them suddenly run away from 
her: and who is a chosen man, that I may 
appoint over her? for who is like me? and 
who will appoint me the time? and who is 
that shepherd that will stand before me? 
Therefore hear ye the counsel of the Lord, 
that he hath taken against Babylon; and his 
purposes, that he hath purposed against the 
land of the Chaldeans : Surely the least of the 
flock shall draw them out: surely he shall 
make their habitation desolate with them. 
At the noise of the taking of Babylon the 
earth is moved, and the cry is heard among 
the nations. 

Thus saith the Lord; Behold, I will raise 
up against Babylon, and against them that 
dwell in the midst of them that rise up against 
me, a destroying wind; and will send unto 
Babylon fanners, that shall fan her, and shall 
empty her land : for in the day of trouble they 
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shall be against her round about. Against 
him that bendeth let the archer bend his 
bow* and against him that lifteth himself up 
in his brigandine : and spare ye not her young 
men 3 destroy ye utterly all her host. Thus 
the slain shall fall in the land of the Chal- 
deans* and they that are thrust through in her 
streets. 

For Israel hath not been forsaken* nor 
Judah of his God* of the Lord of hosts; 
though their land was filled with sin against 
the Holy One of Israel. Flee out of the midst 
of Babylon* and deliver every man his soul: 
be not cut off in her iniquity; for this is the 
time of the Lord’s vengeance; he will render 
unto her a recompence. Babylon hath been 
a golden cup in the Lord’s hand* that made 
all the earth drunken: the nations have 
drunken of her wine; therefore the nations 
are mad. Babylon is suddenly fallen and 
destroyed: howl for her; take balm for her 
pain* if so be she may be healed. We would 
have healed Babylon* but she is not healed: 
forsake her* and let us go every one into his 
own country: for her judgment reacheth un- 
to heaven* and is lifted up even to the skies. 
The Lord hath brought forth our righteous- 
ness: come* and let us declare in Zion the 
work of the Lord our God. 

Make bright the arrows ; gather the shields : 
the Lord hath raised up the spirit of the 
kings of the Medes: for his device is against 
Babylon* to destroy it; because it is the ven- 
geance of the Lord* the vengeance of his 
temple. Set up the standard upon the walls 
of Babylon* make the watch strong* set up 
the watchmen* prepare the ambushes: for 
the Lord hath both devised and done that 
which he spake against the inhabitants of 
Babylon. O thou that dwellest upon many 
waters* abundant in treasures* thine end is 
come* and the measure of thy covetousness. 
The Lord of hosts hath sworn by himself* 
saying* Surely I will fill thee with men* as 
with caterpillers; and they shall lift up a 
shout against thee. 

He hath made the earth by his power* he 
hath established the world by his wisdom* 
and hath stretched out the heaven by his un- 
derstanding. When he uttereth his voice* 
there is a multitude of waters in the heavens; 
and he causeth the vapours to ascend from 
the ends of the earth: he maketh lightnings 
with rain* and bringeth forth the wind out of 
his treasures. Every man is brutish by his 
knowledge; every founder is confounded by 
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the graven image: for his molten image is 
falsehood* and there is no breath in them. 
They are vanity* the work of errors : in the 
time of their visitation they shall perish. The 
portion of Jacob is not like them; for he is 
the former of all things : and Israel is the rod 
of his inheritance : the Lord of hosts is his 
name. 

Thou art my battle axe and weapons of 
war: for with thee will I break in pieces the 
nations* and with thee will I destroy king- 
doms; and with thee will I break in pieces 
the horse and his rider; and with thee will I 
break in pieces the chariot and his rider; 
with thee also will I break in pieces man and 
woman; and with thee will I break in pieces 
old and young; and with thee will I break in 
pieces the young man and the maid; I will 
also break in pieces with thee the shepherd 
and his flock; and with thee will I break 
in pieces the husbandman and his yoke of 
oxen; and with thee will I break in pieces 
captains and rulers. And I will render unto 
Babylon and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea 
all their evil that they have done in Zion in 
your sight* saith the Lord. 

Behold* I am against thee* O destroying 
mountain* saith the Lord* which destroyest 
all the earth : and I will stretch out mine hand 
upon thee, and roll thee down from the 
rocks* and will make thee a burnt mountain. 
And they shall not take of thee a stone for a 
corner* nor a stone for foundations; but thou 
shall be desolate for ever* saith the Lord. 

Set ye up a standard in the land* blow the 
trumpet among the nations* prepare the 
nations against her, call together against her 
the kingdoms of Ararat* Minni* and Ash- 
chenaz; appoint a captain against her; cause 
the horses to come up as the rough cater- 
piliers. Prepare against her the nations with 
the kings of the Medes* the captains thereof* 
and all the rulers thereof* and all the land of 
his dominion. And the land shall tremble 
and sorrow: for every purpose of the Lord 
shall be performed against Babylon* to make 
the land of Babylon a desolation without an 
inhabitant. The mighty men of Babylon 
have forborn to fight* they have remained in 
their holds : their might hath failed; they be- 
came as women : they have burned her dwell- 
ingplaces; her bars are broken. One post 
shall run to meet another* and one messenger 
to meet another* to shew the king of Babylon 
that his city is taken at one end* and that the 
passages are stopped* and the reeds they 
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have burned with fire, and the men of war 
are affrighted* 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts* the God 
of Israel; The daughter of Babylon is like a 
threshingfloor, it is time to thresh her: yet a 
little while, and the time of her harvest shall 
come, Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon 
hath devoured me, he hath crushed me, he 
hath made me an empty vessel, he hath 
swallowed me up like a dragon, he hath filled 
his belly with my delicates, he hath cast me 
out. The violence done to me and to my 
flesh be upon Babylon, shall the inhabitant 
of Zion say; and my blood upon the inhabit- 
ants of Chaldea, shall Jerusalem say. There- 
fore thus saith the Lord ; Behold, I will plead 
thy cause, and take vengeance for thee; and 
I will dry up her sea, and make her springs 
dry. And Babylon shall become heaps, a 
dwellingplace for dragons, an astonishment, 
and an hissing, without an inhabitant. They 
shall roar together like lions: they shall yell as 
lions’ whelps. In their heat I will make their 
feasts, and I will make them drunken, that 
they may rejoice, and sleep a perpetual sleep, 
and not wake, saith the Lord. I will bring 
them down like lambs to the slaughter, like 
rams with he goats. 

How is Sheshach taken! and how is the 
praise of the whole earth surprised! how is 
Babylon become an astonishment among the 
nations! The sea is come up upon Babylon: 
she is covered with the multitude of the 
waves thereof. Her cities are a desolation, a 
dry land, and a wilderness, a land wherein no 
man dwelieth, neither doth any son of man 
pass thereby. And I will punish Bel in 
Babylon, and I will bring forth out of his 
mouth that which he hath swallowed up : and 
the nations shall not flow together any more 
unto him: yea, the wall of Babylon shall fall. 

My people, go ye out of the midst of her, 
and deliver ye every man his soul from the 
fierce anger of the Lord. And lest your 
heart faint, and ye fear for the rumour that 
shall be heard in the land; a rumour shall 
both come one year, and after that in another 
year shall come a rumour, and violence in the 
land, ruler against ruler. Therefore, behold, 
the days come, that I will do judgment upon 
the graven images of Babylon: and her whole 
land shall be confounded, and all her slain 
shall fall in the midst of her. Then the 
heaven and the earth, and all that is therein, 
shall sing for Babylon: for the spoilers shall 


come unto her from the north, saith the Lord. 
As Babylon hath caused the slain of Israel to 
fall, so at Babylon shall fall the slain of all the 
earth. 

Ye that have escaped the sword, go away, 
stand not still: remember the Lord afar off, 
and let Jerusalem come into your mind. We 
are confounded, because we have heard re- 
proach: shame hath covered our faces: for 
strangers are come into the sanctuaries of 
the Lord's house. Wherefore, behold, the 
days come, saith the Lord, that I will do 
judgment upon her graven images: and 
through all her land the wounded shall groan. 
Though Babylon should mount up to heaven, 
and though she should fortify the height of 
her strength, yet from me shall spoilers come 
unto her, saith the Lord. 

A sound of a cry cometh from Babylon, 
and great destruction from the land of the 
Chaldeans: because the Lord hath spoiled 
Babylon, and destroyed out of her the great 
voice; when her waves do roar like great 
waters, a noise of their voice is uttered: be- 
cause the spoiler is come upon her, even upon 
Babylon, and her mighty men are taken, 
every one of their bows is broken: for the 
Lord God of recompences shall surely re- 
quite. And I will make drunk her princes, 
and her wise men, her captains, and her 
rulers, and her mighty men: and they shall 
sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, saith 
the King, whose name is the Lord of hosts. 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts; The broad 
walls of Babylon shall be utterly broken, and 
her high gates shall be burned with fire; and 
the people shall labour in vain, and the folk 
in the fire, and they shall be weary. 

Seraiah 

The word which Jeremiah the prophet 
commanded Seraiah 1 the son of Neriah, the 
son of Maaseiah, when he went with Zede- 
kiah the king of Judah into Babylon in the 
fourth year of his reign. And this Seraiah 
was a quiet prince. So Jeremiah wrote in 
a book all the evil that should come upon 
Babylon, even all these words that are writ- 
ten against Babylon. And Jeremiah said to 
Seraiah, When thou comest to Babylon, and 
shalt see, and shalt read all these words; then 
shalt thou say, O Lord, thou hast spoken 
against this place, to cut it off, that none shall 
remain in it, neither man nor beast, but thatit 


1 He was the brother of Baruch, chapter 32, 12, p. 797. 
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shall be desolate for ever. And It shall be* 
when thou hast made an end of reading this 
book, that thou shalt bind a stone to it, and 
cast it into the midst of Euphrates: and thou 
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shalt say. Thus shall Babylon sink, and shall 
not rise from the evil that I will bring upon 
her: and they shall be weary. 

Thus far are the words of Jeremiah. 


HISTORICAL APPENDIX Jeremiah 52 , x - 34 

This chupter s which is practically a repetition of the narrative in 2 Kings 24, would 
appear to have hem added as the seal to the Prophets words. It is a briefs plain state- 
ment that the city has fallen to Babylon 3 the people have been taken captives and the 
words of his prophecy have been fulfilled. 


ZEDEKIAH was one and twenty years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned 
eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s 
name was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah 
of Libnah. And he did that which was evil 
in the eyes of the Lord, according to all that 
Jehoiakim had done. For through the anger 
of the Lord it came to pass in Jerusalem and 
Judah, till he had cast them out from his 
presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against the 
king of Babylon. 

The Fall of the City 

And it came to pass in the ninth year of his 
reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth day 
of the month, that Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon came, he and all his army, against 
Jerusalem, and pitched against it, and built 
forts against it round about. So the city was 
besieged unto the eleventh year of king Zede- 
kiah. And in the fourth month, in the ninth 
day of the month, the famine was sore in the 
city, so that there was no bread for the people 
of the land. Then the city was broken up, 
and all the men of war fled, and went forth 
out of the city by night by the way of the 
gate between the two walls, which was by the 
king’s garden; (now the Chaldeans were by 
the city round about:) and they went by the 
way of the plain. But the army of the Chal- 
deans pursued after the king, and overtook 
Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho; and all his 
army was scattered from him. Then they 
took the king, and carried him up unto the 
king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of 
Hamath; where he gave judgment upon him. 
And the king of Babylon slew the sons of 
Zedekiah before his eyes : he slew also all the 
princes of Judah in Riblah. Then he put out 
the eyes of Zedekiah; and the king of Baby- 
lon bound him in chains, and carried him to 


Babylon, and put him in prison till the day 
of his death. 

Now in the fifth month, in the tenth day 
of the month, which was the nineteenth year 
of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, came 
Nebuzar-adan, captain of the guard, which 
served the king of Babylon, into Jerusalem, 
and burned the house of the Lord, and the 
king’s house ; and all the houses of Jerusalem, 
and all the houses of the great men, burned 
he with fire: and all the army of the Chal- 
deans, that were with the captain of the 
guard, brake down all the walls of Jerusalem 
round about. Then Nebuzar-adan the cap- 
tain of the guard carried away captive certain 
of the poor of the people, and the residue of 
the people that remained in the city, and 
those that fell away, that fell to the king of 
Babylon, and the rest of the multitude. 
But Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard 
left certain of the poor of the land for vine- 
dressers and for husbandmen. 

The Temple Destroyed 

Also the pillars of brass that were in the 
house of the Lord, and the bases, and the 
brasen sea that was in the house of the Lord, 
the Chaldeans brake, and carried all the 
brass of them to Babylon. The caldrons also, 
and the shovels, and the snuffers, and the 
bowls, and the spoons, and all the vessels of 
brass wherewith they ministered, took they 
away. And the basons, and the firepans, and 
the bowls, and the caldrons, and the candle- 
sticks, and the spoons, and the cups; that 
which was of gold in gold, and that which 
was of silver in silver, took the captain of the 
guard away. The two pillars, one sea, and 
twelve brasen bulls that were under the 
bases, which king Solomon had made in the 
house of the Lord: the brass of all these 
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vessels was without weight. And concerning 
the pillars, the height of one pillar was 
eighteen cubits; and a fillet of twelve cubits 
did compass it; and the thickness thereof was 
four fingers: it was hollow. And a chapiter 
of brass was upon it; and the height of one 
chapiter was five cubits, with network and 
pomegranates upon the chapiters round 
about, all of brass. The second pillar also 
and the pomegranates were like unto these. 
And there were ninety and sis pomegranates 
on a side; and ail the pomegranates upon the 
network were an hundred round about. 

The People taken Captive 

And the captain of the guard took Seraiah 
the chief priest, and Zephaniah the second 
priest, and the three keepers of the door: he 
took also out of the city an eunuch, which 
had the charge of the men of war; and seven 
men of them that were near the king’s per- 
son, which were found in the city; and the 
principal scribe of the host, who mustered 
the people of the land ; and threescore men of 
the people of the land, that were found in the 
midst of the city. So Nebuzar-adan the cap- 
tain of the guard took them, and brought 
them to the king of Babylon to Riblah. And 
the king of Babylon smote them, and put 
them to death in Riblah in the land of 


Hamath, Thus Judah was carried away cap- 
tive out of his own land. 

This is the people whom Nebuchadrezzar 
carried away captive; in the seventh year 
three thousand Jews and three and twenty: 
in the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar he 
carried away captive from Jerusalem eight 
hundred thirty and two persons: in the three 
and twentieth year of Nebuchadrezzar Nebu- 
zar-adan the captain of the guard carried 
away captive of the Jews seven hundred forty 
and five persons: all the persons were four 
thousand and six hundred. 

The Captive King 

And it came to pass in the seven and 
thirtieth year of the captivity of Jehoiachin 
king of Judah, in the twelfth month, in the 
five and twentieth day of the month, that 
Evil-merodach king of Babylon in the first 
year of his reign lifted up the head of Jehoi- 
achin king of Judah, and brought him forth 
out of prison, and spake kindly unto him, 
and set his throne above the throne of the 
kings that were with him in Babylon, and 
changed his prison garments: and he did 
continually eat bread before him all the days 
of his life. And for his diet, there was a con- 
tinual diet given him of the king of Babylon, 
every day a portion until the day of his death, 
all the days of his life. 




LAMENTATIONS 

A SANCTUARY IN VERSE DEDICATED BY A NATION 
TO THE REMEMBRANCE OF A COMMON SORROW 

These five poems , in the Hebrew , have the highest literary quality . Poems of this 
character , showing in their structure the dignity of design and the finish of perfect work- 
manships are not written in a day, nor produced solely for the writer's benefit . Generally , 
they are prepared with a view to their public service . They are the noble monuments of 
a nation's spirits the shrines its poets built for the soul of man . Often enough they rise 
from the ruins of disaster , as these arose on the fall of Jerusalem, but it is not as memo- 
rials of historic events that they have value . The circumstance that gives the poem its 
theme is secondary . What really moves the poet is the quenchless , living human spirit 
that the circumstance brings to lights and it is to enshrine that, exalt it, and minister to 
it, that he makes his poem like unto a sanctuary ; and, we may add, as we read these 
poems of Lamentations, like unto a sanctuary on Remembrance Day . 


OW doth the city sit solitary, that 
was Ml of people! 

How is she become as a widow! 
She that was great among the 
nations, and princess among the provinces. 

How is she become tributary! 

She weepeth sore in the night, and her tears 
are on her cheeks: 

Among all her lovers she hath none to com- 
fort her: 

All her friends have dealt treacherously with 
her, 

They are become her enemies. 

Judah is gone into captivity because of afflic- 
tion, and because of great servitude : 

She dwelleth among the heathen, she findeth 
no rest: 

All her persecutors overtook her between the 
straits. 

The ways of Zion do mourn, because none 
come to the solemn feasts : 

All her gates are desolate: her priests sigh, 

Her virgins are afflicted, and she is in bitter- 
ness. 

Her adversaries are the chief, her enemies 
prosper; 

For the Lord hath afflicted her for the multi- 
tude of her transgressions : 

Her children are gone into captivity before 
the enemy. 

And from the daughter of Zion all her beauty 
is departed: 


Her princes are become like harts that find 
no pasture. 

And they are gone without strength before 
the pursuer. 

Jerusalem remembered in the days of her 
affliction and of her miseries 

All her pleasant things that she had in the 
days of old. 

When her people fell into the hand of the 
enemy, and none did help her: 

The adversaries saw her, and did mock at her 
sabbaths. 

Jerusalem hath grievously sinned; therefore 
she is removed: 

All that honoured her despise her, because 
they have seen her nakedness: 

Yea, she sigheth, and tumeth backward. 

Her filthiness is in her skirts ; she remember- 
eth not her last end; 

Therefore she came down wonderfully: she 
had no comforter. 

O Lord, behold my affliction: for the enemy 
hath magnified him&elf. 

The adversary hath spread out his hand 
upon all her pleasant things : 

For she hath seen that the heathen entered 
into her sanctuary. 

Whom thou didst command that they should 
not enter into thy congregation. 

All her people sigh, they seek bread; 

They have given their pleasant things for 
meat to relieve the soul: 



821 


LAMENTATIONS 1 , 11 

See, O Lord, and consider ; for i am become 
vile. 

Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? 

Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like 
unto my sorrow, which is done unto me. 

Wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me in the 
day of his fierce anger. 

From above hath he sent fire into my bones, 
and it prevaileth against them: 

He hath spread a net for my feet, he hath 
turned me back: 

He hath made me desolate and faint all the 
day. 

The yoke of my transgressions is bound by 
his hand : 

They are wreathed, and come up upon my 
neck: he hath made my strength to fall. 

The Lord hath delivered me into their 
hands, from whom I am not able to rise up. 

The Lord hath trodden under foot all my 
mighty men in the midst of me : 

He hath called an assembly against me to 
crush my young men: 

The Lord hath trodden the virgin, the 
daughter of Judah, as in a winepress. 

For these things I weep; mine eye, mine eye 
runneth down with water. 

Because the comforter that should relieve my 
soul is far from me: 

My children are desolate, because the enemy 
prevailed. 

Zion spreadeth forth her hands, and there is 
none to comfort her: 

The Lord hath commanded concerning 
Jacob, that his adversaries should be round 
about him: 

Jerusalem is as a menstruous woman among 
them. 

The Lord is righteous; for I have rebelled 
against his commandment: 

Hear, I pray you, all people, and behold 
my sorrow: 

My virgins and my young men are gone 
into captivity. 

I called for my lovers, but they deceived 
me: 

My priests and mine elders gave up the 
ghost in the city, . 

While they sought their meat to relieve their 
souls. 

Behold, O Lord; for I am in distress : my 
bowels are troubled; 

Mine heart is turned within me; for I have 
grievously rebelled: 

Abroad the sword bereaveth, at home there 
is as death. 


They have heard that I sigh: there is none to 
comfort me: 

All mine enemies have heard of my trouble; 

they are glad that thou hast done it: 

Thou wilt bring the day that thou hast called, 
and they shall be like unto me. 

Let all their wickedness come before thee; 
And do unto them, as thou hast done unto 
me for all my transgressions: 

For my sighs are many, and my heart is faint. 

POEM TWO Lam. 2 , 1-22 

Who but a poet could take such scenes as are 
described in these first two poems and cause 
them to awaken in our hearts and minds the 
best, and not the worst) thoughts and feelings? 

H OW hath the Lord covered the 
daughter of Zion with a cloud 
in his anger. 

And cast down from heaven unto 
the earth the beauty of Israel, 

And remembered not his footstool in the day 
of his anger! 

The Lord hath swallowed up all the habita- 
tions of Jacob, and hath not pitied : 

He hath thrown down in his wrath the strong 
holds of the daughter of Judah; 

He hath brought them down to the ground: 
He hath polluted the kingdom and the 
princes thereof. 

He hath cut off in his fierce anger all the horn 
of Israel: 

He hath drawn back his right hand from 
before the enemy, 

And he burned against Jacob like a flaming 
fire, which devoured! round about. 

He hath bent his bow like an enemy: he 
stood with his right hand as an adversary. 
And slew all that were pleasant to the eye 
In the tabernacle of the daughter of Zion: he 
poured out his fury like fire. 

The Lord was as an enemy: he hath swal- 
lowed up Israel, 

He hath swallowed up all her palaces: he 
hath destroyed his strong holds. 

And hath increased in the daughter of Judah 
mourning and lamentation. 

And he hath violently taken away his taber- 
nacle, as if it were of a garden: 

He hath destroyed his places of the assembly: 
The Lord hath caused the solemn feasts and 
sabbaths to be forgotten in Zion, 

And hath despised in the indignation of his 
anger the king and the priest. 


The Lord hath cast off his altar* he hath 
abhorred his sanctuary* 

He hath given up into the hand of the enemy 
the wails of her palaces; 

They have made a noise in the house of the 
Lord* as in the day of a solemn feast. 

The Lord hath purposed to destroy the wall 
of the daughter of Zion: 

He hath stretched out a line* he hath not 
withdrawn his hand from destroying: 

Therefore he made the rampart and the wall 
to lament; they languished together. 

Her gates are sunk into the ground; he hath 
destroyed and broken her bars: 

Her king and her princes are among the 
Gentiles: the law is no more; 

Her prophets also find no vision from the 
Lord. 

The elders of the daughter of Zion sit upon 
the ground* and keep silence: 

They have cast up dust upon their heads ; they 
have girded themselves with sackcloth: 

The virgins of Jerusalem hang down their 
heads to the ground. 

Mine eyes do fail with tears* my bowels are 
troubled. 

My liver is poured upon the earth* for the 
destruction of the daughter of my people; 

Because the children and the sucklings 
swoon in the streets of the city. 

They say to their mothers* Where is corn 
and wine? 

When they swooned as the wounded in the 
streets of the city* 

When their soul was poured out into their 
mothers* bosom. 

What thing shall I take to witness for thee? 
what thing shall I liken to thee* O daugh- 
ter of Jerusalem? 

What shall I equal to thee* that I may com- 
fort thee* O virgin daughter of Zion? 

For thy breach is great like the sea: who can 
heal thee? 

Thy prophets have seen vain and foolish 
things for thee: 

And they have not discovered thine iniquity* 
to turn away thy captivity ; 

But have seen for thee false burdens and 
causes of banishment. 

All that pass by clap their hands at thee; 

They hiss and wag their head at the daugh- 
ter of Jerusalem* saying* 

Is this the city that men call The perfection 
of beauty* The joy of the whole earth? 

All thine enemies have opened their mouth 
against thee: 


LAMENTATIONS 3, 3 

They hiss and gnash the teeth: they say* We 
have swallowed her up: 

Certainly this is the day that we looked for; 

we have found* we have seen it. 

The Lord hath done that which he had de- 
vised; 

He hath fulfilled his word that he had com- 
manded in the days of old: 

He hath thrown down* and hath not pitied: 
And he hath caused thine enemy to rejoice 
over thee* 

He hath set up the hom of thine adversaries. 
Their heart cried unto the Lord* 

O wall of the daughter of Zion* let tears ran 
down like a river day and night; 

Give thyself no rest; let not the apple of 
thine eye cease. 

Arise* cry out in the night: in the beginning 
of the watches 

Pour out thine heart like water before the 
face of the Lord : 

Lift up thy hands toward him for the life of 
thy young children* 

That faint for hunger in the top of every street. 
Behold* O Lord* and consider to whom thou 
hast done this. 

Shaill the women eat their fruit* and children 
of a span long? 

Shall the priest and the prophet be slain in 
the sanctuary of the Lord? 

The young and the old lie on the ground in 
the streets: 

My virgins and my young men are fallen by 
the sword; 

Thou hast slain them in the day of thine 
anger; thou hast killed* and not pitied. 
Thou hast called as in a solemn day my 
terrors round about* 

So that in the day of the Lord’s anger none 
escaped nor remained: 

Those that I have swaddled and brought up 
hath mine enemy consumed. 

POEM THREE Lam. 3 , 1 -66 

The poem alternates between the experience 
of the capital of Judah and that of the city of 
man's soul. Both are under the rule of God, 
and in His love. 

AM the man that hath seen affliction 
by the rod of his wrath. 

He hath led me* and brought me into 
darkness* but not into light. 

Surely against me is he turned; he turneth 
his hand against me all the day. 
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My flesh and my skin hath he made old; he 
hath broken my bones. 

He hath builded against me, and compassed 
me with gall and travail. 

He hath set me in dark places* as they that be 
dead of old. 

He hath hedged me about* that I cannot get 
out; he hath made my chain heavy. 

Also when I cry and shout* he shutteth out 
my prayer. 

He hath inclosed my ways with hewn stone* 
he hath made my paths crooked. 

He was unto me as a bear lying in wait* and 
as a lion in secret places. 

He hath turned aside my ways* and pulled 
me in pieces: he hath made me desolate. 

He hath bent his bow* and set me as a mark 
for the arrow. 

He hath caused the arrows of his quiver to 
enter into my reins. 

I was a derision to all my people; and their 
song all the day. 

He hath filled me with bitterness, he hath 
made me drunken with wormwood. 

He hath also broken my teeth with gravel 
stones* he hath covered me with ashes. 

And thou hast removed my soul far off from 
peace: I forgat prosperity. 

And I said, My strength and my hope is 
perished from the Lord : 

Remembering mine affliction and my misery* 
the wormwood and the gall. 

My soul hath them still in remembrance* and 
is humbled in me. 

This I recall to my mind* therefore have I 

hope. 

It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not 
consumed* because his compassions fail 
not. 

They are new every morning: great is thy 
faithfulness. 

The Lord is my portion* saith my soul; 
therefore will I hope in him. 

The Lord is good unto them that wait for 
him* to the soul that seeketh him. 

It is good that a man should both hope and 
quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord. 

It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in 
his youth. 


He sitteth alone and keepeth silence* because 
he hath borne it upon him. 

He putteth his mouth in the dust; if so be 
there may be hope. 

He giveth his cheek to him that smiteth him: 
he is filled full with reproach. 

For the Lord will not cast off for ever: 

But though he cause grief* yet will he have 
compassion according to the multitude of 
his mercies. 

For he doth not afflict willingly nor grieve 
the children of men. 

To crush under his feet all the prisoners of 
the earth* 

To turn aside the right of a man before the 
face of the most High* 

To subvert a man in his cause* the Lord 
approved! not. 

Who is he that saith* and it cometh to pass* 
when the Lord commanded! it not? 

Out of the mouth of the most High proceed- 
ed not evil and good? 

Wherefore doth a living man complain* a 
man for the punishment of his sins ? 

Let us search and try our ways* and mm 
again to the Lord. 

Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto 
God in the heavens. 

We have transgressed and have rebelled: 
thou hast not pardoned. 

Thou hast covered with anger, and per- 
secuted us: thou hast slain* thou hast not 
pitied. 

Thou hast covered thyself with a cloud* that 
our prayer should not pass through. 

Thou hast made us as the offscouring and 
refuse in the midst of the people. 

All our enemies have opened their mouths 
against us. 

Fear and a snare is come upon us* desolation 
and destruction. 

Mine eye runneth down with rivers of water 
for the destruction of the daughter of my 
people. 

Mine eye trickleth down* and ceaseth not* 
without any intermission* 

Till the Lord look down* and behold from 
heaven. 

Mine eye affecteth mine heart because of all 
the daughters of my city. 
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Mine enemies chased me sore, like a bird., 
without cause. 

They have cut off my life in the dungeon, 
and cast a stone upon me. 

Waters flowed over mine head; then I said, 
I am cut off. 

I called upon thy name, O Lord, out of the 
low dungeon. 

Thou hast heard my voice: hide not thine 
ear at my breathing, at my cry. 

Thou drewest near in the day that I called 
upon thee: thou saidst, Fear not. 

O Lord, thou hast pleaded the causes of my 
soul; thou hast redeemed my life. 

O Lord, thou hast seen my wrong: judge 
thou my cause. 

Thou hast seen all their vengeance and all 
their imaginations against me. 

Thou hast heard their reproach, O Lord, and 
all their imaginations against me; 

The lips of those that rose up against me, 
and their device against me all the day. 

Behold their sitting down, and their rising 
up; I am their musick. 

Render unto them a recompence, O Lord, 
according to the work of their hands. 

Give them sorrow of heart, thy curse unto 
them. 

Persecute and destroy them in anger from 
under the heavens of the Lord. 


POEM FOUR Lam . 4 , 1-22 

The poet becomes the teacher . He looks for 
the reasons for the calamity that has befallen 
them y and the lessons to be learned from it 9 
by his own people and others . 

H OW is the gold become dim! how 
is the most fine gold changed! 
The stones of the sanctuary are 
poured out in the top of every 

street. 

The precious sons of Zion, comparable to 
fine gold. 

How are they esteemed as earthen pitchers, 
the work of the hands of the potter ! 

Even the sea monsters draw out the breast, 
they give suck to their young ones: 

The daughter of my people is become cruel, 
like the ostriches in the wilderness. 


LAMENTATIONS 4 , 17 

The tongue of the sucking child cleaveth to 
the roof of his mouth for thirst; 

The young children ask bread, and no man 
breaketh it unto them. 

They that did feed delicately are desolate in 
the streets : 

They that were brought up in scarlet em- 
brace dunghills. 

For the punishment of the iniquity of the 
daughter of my people is greater than the 
punishment of the sin of Sodom, 

That was overthrown as in a moment, and 
no hands stayed on her. 

Her Nazarites were purer than snow, they 
were whiter than milk. 

They were more ruddy in body than rubies, 
their polishing was of sapphire: 

Their visage is blacker than a coal; they are 
not known in the streets : 

Their skin cleaveth to their bones; it is 
withered, it is become like a stick. 

They that be slain with the sword are better 
than they that be slain with hunger: 

For these pine away, stricken through for 
want of the fruits of the field. 

The hands of the pitiful women have sodden 
their own children: 

They were their meat in the destruction of 
the daughter of my people. 

The Lord hath accomplished his fury; he 
hath poured out his fierce anger. 

And hath kindled a fire in Zion, and it hath 
devoured the foundations thereof. 

The kings of the earth, and all the inhabit- 
ants of the world, would not have believed 

That the adversary and the enemy should 
have entered into the gates of Jerusalem. 

For the sins of her prophets, and the iniqui- 
ties of her priests. 

That have shed the blood of the just in the 
midst of her. 

They have wandered as blind men in the 
streets, they have polluted themselves with 
blood. 

So that men could not touch their garments. 

They cried unto them. Depart ye; it is un- 
clean; depart, depart, touch not: 

When they fled away and wandered,, they 
said among the heathen. They shall no 
more sojourn there. 

The anger of the Lord hath divided them; 
he will no more regard them : 

They respected not the persons of the priests, 
they favoured not the elders. 

As for us, our eyes as yet failed for our vain 
help: 


! 

! 
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LAMENTATIONS 4 , 17 

In our watching we have watched for a 
nation that could not save us. 

They hunt our steps* that we cannot go in 
our streets: 

Dur end is near* our days are fulfilled; for 
our end is come. 

Our persecutors are swifter than the eagles 
■ of the heaven; 

They pursued us upon the mountains* they 
laid wait for us in the wilderness. 

The breath of our nostrils* the anointed of 
the Lord* was taken in their pits* 

Of whom we said* Under his shadow we 
shall live among the heathen. 

Rejoice and be glad* O daughter of Edom* 
that dwellest in the land of Uz; 

The cup also shall pass through unto thee : 
thou shalt be drunken* and shalt make 
thyself naked. 

The punishment of thine iniquity is accom- 
plished * O daughter of Zion; 

He will no more carry thee away into cap- 
tivity; 

He will visit thine iniquity* O daughter of 
Edom; 

He win discover thy sins. 


POEM FIVE Lam* 5 , 1-22 

The poet becomes priest; praying for his people 
who are overwhelmed by despair . 


K EMEMBER* O Lord* what is 
come upon us: 

Consider* and behold our reproach, 
k. Our inheritance is turned to 
strangers* 

Our houses to aliens. 

We are orphans and fatherless* 

Our mothers are as widows. 

We have drunken our water for money; 


Our wood is sold unto us. 

Our necks are under persecution: 

We labour* and have no rest. 

We have given the hand to the Egyptians* 

And to the Assyrians* to be satisfied with ] 
bread. j 

Our fathers have sinned* and are not; 

And we have borne their iniquities. 

Servants have ruled over us: Sj 

There is none that doth deliver us out of 
their hand. 

We gat our bread with the peril of our lives 1 
Because of the sword of the wilderness. 

Our skin was black like an oven 
Because of the terrible famine. 

They ravished the women in Zion* 

And the maids in the cities of Judah. 

Princes are hanged up by their hand: 

The faces of elders were not honoured. 

They took the young men to grind* 

And the children fell under the wood. 

The elders have ceased from the gate* 

The young men from their musick. 

The joy of our heart is ceased; 

Our dance is turned into mourning. 

The crown is fallen from our head: 

Woe unto us* that we have sinned! 

For this our heart is faint; 

For these things our eyes are dim. 

Because of the mountain of Zion* which is 
desolate* 

The foxes walk upon it. 

Thou* O Lord* remainest for ever; 

Thy throne from generation to generation. 
Wherefore dost thou forget us for ever* 

And forsake us so long time? 

Turn thou us unto thee* O Lord* and we 
shall be turned; 

Renew our days as of old. 

But thou hast utterly rejected us; 

Thou art very wroth against us. 


Before we leave this book there is one more thing to he said 3 preparatory to ike study of Ezekiel* 
For the book * with its inconsolable wail 3 echoes the thought and sentiment of the people to whom 
the words of Ezekiel came like the first bright streaks of a new day . In the Lamentations we have 
the ary of people whose beliefs leqve them no hope . They have sinned: and nothing now awaits 
them but the nemesis of doom . The first blow has fallen . Jerusalem and the kingdom have been 
destroyed . No longer is there hope for anyone * For * it must be remembered^ it was the common 
belief of those days that God’s relation to the people was to the people as a whole through the King 
and the State . When that was broken * as it apparently had been in the fall of the capital * there 
was no escape from ike divine retribution for any member of the community . Hence the Lamenta- 
tions* and the message of Ezekiel : . 


826 


E Z E Z : E L 

VISIONS OF GOD FOR A CHANGING WORLD 


In Ezekiel two eras meet , and also two sacred ministries , those of the prophet and the 
priest So we have at one moment , for one of the darkest periods of history , the two 
torches of revelation blended into one flame* It was a period of upheaval and change . One 
age had ended . The new age was watting to be horn . A[ maw of vision was needed , with 
insight into the existing situation , and foresight for the days that were to come . No less 
urgent was the need for a shepherd of souls . Ezekiel , in full measure , possessed these 
gifts, and so effectively served Israel that we are disposed to look upon him as a prophet- 
priest to all nations similarly situated — broken, scattered, and enslaved » Eagerly we 
turn to his message . Its main theme is not difficult to discern . It is the promise of new 
vitality, of divine creative energy, of quickening living power, but directed to one pur- 
pose; realizing the divine destiny of mankind . Unfortunately that guiding purpose had 
been lost by Israel, buried under the ruins of its city, as it is in danger of being lost when- 
ever people are overwhelmed by national disaster . Ezekiel recovered it, and made it 
paramount . Mankind has a divine destiny . Its ultimate end is not empire, commerce 
nor destruction, but God . With that as our aim, all the powers of heaven are at our 
hand . An old truth* Yes, but Ezekiel gave it a new application. He made it personal. 
Every individual has a destiny of his own, and God will give him the spirit to achieve it. 
Men with this spirit can make the next age glorious . 


THE PROPHET’S VISION 

N OW it came to pass in the thirti- 
eth year* in the fourth month* in 
the fifth day of the month* as I 
was among the captives by the 
river of Chebar* that the heavens were 
opened* and I saw visions of God. In the 
fifth day of the month* which was the fifth 
year of king Jehoiachin’s captivity* the word 
of the Lord came expressly unto Ezekiel 
the priest* the son of Buzi* in the land of the 
Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the 
hand of the Lord was there upon him. 

And I looked* and* behold* a whirlwind 
came out of the north* a great cloud* and a 
fire infolding itself* and a brightness was 
about it* and out of the midst thereof as the 
colour of amber* out of the midst of the fire. 
Also out of the midst thereof came the like- 
ness of four living creatures. And this was 
their appearance; they had the likeness of 
M man. And every one had four faces* and 
every one had four wings. And their feet 
were straight feet; and the sole of their feet 


Ezekiel, 1 , 1— 3 , 27 

was like the sole of a calf’s foot: and they 
sparkled like the colour of burnished brass. 
And they had the hands of a man under 
their wings on their four sides ; and they four 
had their faces and their wings. Their wings 
were joined one to another; they turned not 
when they went; they went every one 
straight forward. As for the likeness of their 
faces* they four had the face of a man* and 
the face of a lion, on the right side: and they 
four had the face of an ox on the left side; 
they four also had the face of an eagle. Thus 
were their faces: and their wings were 
stretched upward; two wings of every one 
were joined one to another* and two covered 
their bodies. And they went every one 
straight forward: whither the spirit was to 
go* they went; and they turned not when 
they went. As for the likeness of the living 
creatures* their appearance was like burning 
coals of fire* and like the appearance of 
lamps: it went up and down among the 
living creatures; and the fire was bright, and 
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out of the fire went forth lightning. And the 
living creatures ran and returned as the 
appearance of a flash of lightning. 

Now as I beheld the living creatures, 
behold one wheel upon the earth by the 
living creatures, with his four faces. The 
appearance of the wheels and their work was 
like unto the colour of a beryl : and they four 
had one likeness: and their appearance and 
their work was as it were a wheel in the 
middle of a wheel. When they went, they 
went upon their four sides : and they turned 
not when they went. As for their rings, they 
were so high that they were dreadful; and 
their rings were Ml of eyes round about 
them four. And when the living creatures 
went, the wheels went by them: and when 
the living creatures were lifted up from the 
earth, the wheels were lifted up. Whither- 
soever the spirit was to go, they went, thither 
was their spirit to go; and the wheels were 
lifted up over against them: for the spirit of 
the living creature was in the wheels. When 
those went, these went; and when those 
stood, these stood; and when those were 
lifted up from the earth, the wheels were 
lifted up over against them : for the spirit of 
the living creature was in the wheels. 

And the likeness of the firmament upon 
the heads of the living creature was as the 
colour of the terrible crystal, stretched forth 
over their heads above. And under the fir- 
mament were their wings straight, the one 
toward the other: every one had two, which 
covered on this side, and every one had two, 
which covered on that side, their bodies. And 
when they went, I heard the noise of their 
wings, like the noise of great waters, as the 
voice of the Almighty, the voice of speech, 
as the noise of an host: when they stood, 
they let down their wings. And there was a 
voice from the firmament that was over their 
heads, when they stood, and had let down 
their wings. 

And above the firmament that was over 
their heads was the likeness of a throne, 
as the appearance of a sapphire stone: and 
upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness 
as the appearance of a man above upon it. And 
I saw as the colour of amber, as the appear- 
ance of fire round about within it, from the 
appearance of his loins even upward, and 
from the appearance of his loins even down- 
ward, I saw as it were the appearance of fire, 
and it had brightness round about. As the 
appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in 


the day of rain, so was the appearance of 
the brightness round about. This was the 
appearance of the likeness of the glory of 
the Lord, And when I saw it, I fell upon 
my face, and I heard a voice of one that 
spake. 

THE PROPHET’S STYLE. Ezek. 2, x— 3, 27 

Ezekiel's message Is not difficult to understand » 
if we are content to concentrate on its main 
features ; hut the form in which it is given 
often passes the comprehension of ordinary 
people . The Prophet himself , at times , seems 
to have realized , , when he was attempting to 
describe his visions , that they were beyond de- 
scription, saying , it was * the likeness of' this or 
that . As for his remarkable experiences , and 
his strange behaviour , they seem , so far as we 
can judge , to have been associated with some 
form of ecstasy , or trance . It is difficult to 
account for them in any other way , Speaking 
of these occasions , he says "The hand of the 
Lord fell upon me \ and beyond that we need 
not go. But let us not miss in this first vision 
the revelation of divine watchfulness and 
energy . 

And he said unto me. Son of man, stand 
upon thy feet, and I will speak unto thee. 
And the spirit entered into me when he 
spake unto me, and set me upon my feet, 
that I heard him that spake unto me. And 
he said unto me. Son of man, I send thee to 
the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation 
that hath rebelled against me : they and their 
fathers have transgressed against me, even 
unto this very day. For they are impudent 
children and stiffhearted. I do send thee 
unto them; and thou shalt say unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord God. And they, 
whether they will hear, or whether they will 
forbear, (for they are a rebellious house,) yet 
shall know that there hath been a prophet 
among them. And thou, son of man, be not 
afraid of them, neither be afraid of their 
words, though briers and thorns be with thee, 
and thou dost dwell among scorpions : be not 
afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at 
their looks, though they be a rebellious house. 
And thou shalt speak my words unto them, 
whether they will hear, or whether they will 
forbear: for they are most rebellious. 

But thou, son of man, hear what I say unto 
thee; Be not thou rebellious like that rebel- 
lious house: open thy mouth, and eat that 
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I give thee. And when I looked* behold* an 
hand was sent unto me; and* lo* a roll of a 
book was therein; and he spread it before 
me; and it was written within and without: 
and there was written therein lamentations* 
and mourning* and woe. Moreover he said 
unto me* Son of man* eat that thou findest; 
eat this roll* and go speak unto the house of 
Israel. So I opened my mouth* and he 
caused me to eat that roll. And he said unto 
me* Son of man* cause thy belly to eat* and 
fill thy bowels with this roll that I give thee. 
Then did I eat it; and it was in my mouth as 
honey for sweetness. 

And he said unto me* Son of man* go* get 
thee unto the house of Israel* and speak with 
my words unto them. For thou art not sent 
to a people of a strange speech and of an hard 
language* but to the house of Israel; not to 
many people of a strange speech and of an 
hard language* whose words thou canst not 
understand. Surely* had I sent thee to them* 
they would have hearkened unto thee. But 
the house of Israel will not hearken unto 
thee; for they will not hearken unto me: for 
all the house of Israel are impudent and 
hardhearted. Behold* I have made thy face 
strong against their faces* and thy forehead 
strong against their foreheads. As an ada- 
mant harder than flint have I made thy fore- 
head: fear them not* neither be dismayed at 
their looks* though they be a rebellious 
house. Moreover he said unto me* Son of 
man* all my words that I shall speak unto 
thee receive in thine heart* and hear with 
thine ears. And go* get thee to them of the 
captivity* unto the children of thy people* 
and speak unto them* and tell them* Thus 
saith the Lord God; whether they will hear* 
or whether they will forbear. 

Then the spirit took me up* and I heard 
behind me a voice of a great rushing* say- 
ing* Blessed be the glory of the Lord from his 
place. I heard also the noise of the wings of 
the living creatures that touched one another* 
and the noise of the wheels over against 
them, and a noise of a great rushing. So the 
spirit lifted me up* and took me away* and 
I went in bitterness* in the heat of my spirit; 
but the hand of the Lord was strong upon 
me. Then I came to them of the captivity at 
Tel-abib* that dwelt by the river of Chebar* 
and I sat where they sat* and remained there 
astonished among them seven days. 


The Prophet as Watchman 

And it came to pass at the end of seven 
days* that the word of the Lord came unto 
me* saying* Son of man* I have made thee a 
watchman unto the house of Israel: there- 
fore hear the word at my mouth* and give 
them warning from me. When I say unto 
the wicked* Thou shalt surely die; and thou 
givest him not warning* nor speakest to warn 
the wicked from his wicked way* to save his 
life; the same wicked man shall die in his 
iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine 
hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked* and he 
turn not from his wickedness* nor from his 
wicked way* he shall die in his iniquity; but 
thou hast delivered thy soul. Again* When 
a righteous man doth turn from his right- 
eousness* and commit iniquity* and I lay a 
stumblingblock before him* he shall die: 
because thou hast not given him warning* he 
shall die in his sin* and his righteousness 
which he hath done shall not be remem- 
bered; but his blood will I require at thine 
hand. Nevertheless if thou warn the right- 
eous man* that the righteous sin not* and he 
doth not sin* he shall surely live* because 
he is warned; also thou hast delivered thy 
soul. 

Times to Speak and to be Silent 

And the hand of the Lord was there upon 
me ; and he said unto me. Arise* go forth into 
the plain* and I will there talk with thee. 
Then I arose, and went forth into the plain: 
and* behold* the glory of the Lord stood 
there* as the glory which I saw by the river 
of Chebar: and I fell on my face. Then the 
spirit entered into me* and set me upon my 
feet* and spake with me* and said unto me* 
Go* shut thyself within thine house. But 
thou* O son of man* behold* they shall put 
bands upon thee* and shall bind thee with 
them* and thou shalt not go out among 
them : and I will make thy tongue cleave to 
the roof of thy mouth* that thou shalt be 
dumb* and shalt not be to them a reprover: 
for they are a rebellious house. But when 
I speak with thee* I will open thy mouth* and 
thou shalt say unto them* Thus saith the 
Lord God; He that heareth* let him hear; 
and he that forbeareth* let him forbear: for 
they are a rebellious house. 
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A PASSING ERA 

THE LAST DAYS OF A WORLD-ORDER THAT 
HAD FAILED TO FULFIL THE PURPOSE OF GOD 

EZEKIEL CHAPTERS 4, x— 24, 27 

The end of the present regime is at handy says the Prophet . In bitterness and bloodshed it 
will be destroyed . Its collapse is inevitable; for the way men live is an abomination to God . 
Things are going from bad to worse, as anyone can see who compares the present evil days 
with the earlier chapters of IsraePs history. Destruction is certain and deserved. Nothing 
can prevent it The existifig order must come to an end . It did so, but when the prophecy 
was made it was not believed * It seemed incredible that people who had been favoured by 
God, as they had been, whose kingdom , buildings , and institutions had been raised for the 
service of God , should now be completely destroyed . Therein, says Ezekiel is your condem- 
nation* You have not served God . Fowr kingdom, or rather His kingdom. His buildings 
and institutions have not been used for His service* And to prove his words the Prophet 
describes what is still going on in the city of God under the very shadow of the Temple * 

thee from one side to another* till thou hast 
ended the days of thy siege. 

Food Shortage 

Take thou aiso unto thee wheat* and 
barley* and beans, and lentiles, and millet, 
and fitches, and put them in one vessel, and 
make thee bread thereof, according to the 
number of the days that thou shalt lie upon 
thy side, three hundred and ninety days 
shalt thou eat thereof. And thy meat which 
thou shalt eat shall be by weight, twenty 
shekels a day: from time to time shalt thou 
eat it. Thou shalt drink also water by 
measure, the sixth part of an hin: from time 
to time shalt thou drink. And thou shalt eat 
it as barley cakes, and thou shalt bake it with 
dung that cometh out of man, in their sight. 
And the Lord said. Even thus , shall the 
children of Israel eat their defiled bread 
among the Gentiles, whither I will drive 
them. Then said I, Ah Lord God! behold, 
my soul hath not been polluted: for from my 
youth up even till now have I not eaten of 
that which dieth of itself, or is tom in pieces; 
neither came there abominable flesh into my 
mouth. Then he said unto me, Lo, I have 
given thee cow’s dung for man’s dung, and 
thou shalt prepare thy bread therewith. 
Moreover he said unto me. Son of man, 
behold, I will break the staff of bread in Jeru- 
salem: and they shall eat bread by weight, 
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T HOU also, son of man, take thee 
a tile, and lay it before thee, and 
pourtray upon it the city, even 
Jerusalem: and lay siege against it, 
and build a fort against it, and cast a mount 
against it; set the camp also against it, and 
set battering rams against it round about. 
Moreover take thou unto thee an iron pan, 
and set it for a wall of iron between thee and 
the city: and set thy face against it, and it 
shall be besieged, and thou shalt lay siege 
against it. This shall be a sign to the house of 
Israel. 

An Afflicted People 

Lie thou also upon thy left side, and lay 
the iniquity of the house of Israel upon it: 
according to the number of the days that 
thou shalt lie upon it thou shalt bear their 
iniquity. For I have laid upon thee the years 
of their iniquity, according to the number of 
the days, three hundred and ninety days: so 
shalt thou bear the iniquity of the house of 
Israel. And when thou hast accomplished 
them, lie again on thy right side, and thou 
shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah 
forty days: I have appointed thee each day 
for a year. Therefore thou shalt set thy face 
toward the siege of Jerusalem, and thine 
arm shall be uncovered, and thou shalt 
prophesy against it. And, behold, I will lay 
bands upon thee, and thou shalt not turn 


and with care; and they shall drink water by 
measure, and with astonishment: that they 
may want bread and water, and be astonied 
one with another, and consume away for 
their iniquity. 

Under the Sword 

And thou, son of man, take thee a sharp 
knife, take thee a barber’s razor, and cause it 
to pass upon thine head and upon thy beard: 
then take thee balances to weigh, and divide 
the hair. Thou shalt burn with fire a third 
part in the midst of the city, when the days 
of the siege are fulfilled: and thou shalt take 
' a third part, and smite about it with a knife: 
and a third part thou shalt scatter in the 
wind ; and I will draw out a sword after them. 
Thou shalt also take thereof a few in number, 
and bind them in thy skirts. Then take of 
them again, and cast them into the midst of 
the fire, and burn them in the fire ; for thereof 
shall a fire come forth into all the house of 
Israel. 

THREE ADDRESSES Ezek 5 , 5—7, 27 

The city , the land 3 and the people are full of 
evil practices and useless vanities that are a 
reproach to God s who is not indifferent to all 
these things , as men, to their sorrow , will 
realize . 

Thus saith the Lord God; This is Jerusa- 
lem: I have set it in the midst of the nations 
and countries that are round about her. And 
she hath changed my judgments into wicked- 
ness more than the nations, and my statutes 
more than the countries that are round about 
her: for they have refused my judgments and 
my statutes, they have not walked in them. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord God; Because 
ye multiplied more than the nations that are 
round about you, and have not walked in my 
statutes, neither have kept my judgments, 
neither have done according to the judg- 
ments of the nations that are round about 
you; therefore thus saith the Lord God; 
Behold, I, even I, am against thee, and will 
execute judgments in the midst of thee in the 
sight of the nations. And I will do in thee 
that which I have not done, and whereunto 
I will not do any more the like, because of all 
thine abominations. Therefore the fathers 
shall eat the sons in the midst of thee, and 
the sons shall eat their fathers; and I will 
execute judgments in thee, and the whole 
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remnant of thee will I scatter into all the 
winds. Wherefore, as I live, saith the . Lord 
God; Surely, because thou hast defiled my 
sanctuary with all thy detestable things, and 
with all thine abominations, therefore will 
I also diminish thee; neither shall mine eye 
spare, neither will I have any pity. A third 
part of thee shall die with the pestilence, and 
with famine shall they be consumed in the 
midst of thee: and a third part shall fall by 
the sword round about thee; and I will 
scatter a third part into all the winds, and I 
will draw out a sword after them. 

Thus shall mine anger be accomplished, 
and I will cause my fury to rest upon them, 
and I will be comforted: and they shall know 
that I the Lord have spoken it in my zeal, 
when I have accomplished my fury in them. 
Moreover I will make thee waste, and a 
reproach among the nations that are round 
about thee, in the sight of all that pass by. 
So it shall be a reproach and a taunt, an 
instruction and an astonishment unto the 
nations that are round about thee, when I 
shall execute judgments in thee in anger and 
in fury and in furious rebukes. I the Lord 
have spoken it. When I shall send upon 
them the evil arrows of famine, which shall 
be for their destruction, and which I will 
send to destroy you: and I will increase the 
famine upon you, and will break your staff of 
bread: so will I send upon you famine and 
evil beasts, and they shall bereave thee; and 
pestilence and blood shall pass through thee; 
and I will bring the sword upon thee. I the 
Lord have spoken it. 

The Land 

And the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying. Son of man, set thy face toward the 
mountains of Israel, and prophesy against 
them, and say. Ye mountains of Israel, hear 
the word of the Lord God ; Thus saith the 
Lord God to the mountains, and to the hills, 
to the rivers, and to the valleys; Behold, I, 
even I, will bring a sword upon you, and I 
will destroy your high places. And your 
altars shall be desolate, and your images 
shall be broken: and I will cast down your 
slain men before your idols. And I will lay 
the dead carcases of the children of Israel 
before their idols; and I will scatter your 
bones round about your altars. In all your 
dwellingplaces the cities shall be laid waste, 
and the high places shall be desolate; that 
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your altars may be laid waste and made deso- 
late, and your idols may be broken and cease, 
and your images may be cut down, and your 
works may be abolished. And the slain shall 
fall in the midst of you, and ye shall know 
that I am the Lord. 

Yet will I leave a remnant, that ye may 
have some that shall escape the sword among 
the nations, when ye shall be scattered 
through the countries. And they that escape 
of you shall remember me among the nations 
whither they shall be carried captives, be- 
cause I am broken with their whorish heart, 
which hath departed from me, and with their 
eyes, which go a whoring after their idols: 
and they shall lothe themselves for the evils 
which they have committed in all their 
abominations. And they shall know that I 
am the Lord, and that I have not said in vain 
that I would do this evil unto them. 

Thus saith the Lord God; Smite with 
thine hand, and stamp with thy foot, and say, 
Alas for all the evil abominations of the house 
of Israel! for they shall fall by the sword, 
by the famine, and by the pestilence. He 
that is far off shall die of the pestilence; and 
he that is near shall fall by the sword; and he 
that remaineth and is besieged shall die by 
the famine: thus will I accomplish my fury 
upon them. Then shall ye know that I am 
the Lord, when their slain men shall be 
among their idols round about their altars, 
upon every high hill, in all the tops of the 
mountains, and under every green tree, and 
under every thick oak, the place where they 
did offer sweet savour to all their idols. So 
will I stretch out my hand upon them, and 
make the land desolate, yea, more desolate 
than the wilderness toward Diblath, in all 
their habitations: and they shall know that 
I am the Lord. 

The People 

Moreover the word of the Lord came unto 
me, saying. Also, thou son of man, thus saith 
the Lord God unto the land of Israel; An 
end, the end is come upon the four corners 
of the land. Now is the end come upon thee, 
and I will send mine anger upon thee, and 
will judge thee according to thy ways, and 
will recompense upon thee all thine abo- 
minations. And mine eye shall not spare 
thee, neither will I have pity: but I will 
recompense thy ways upon thee, and thine 
abominations shall be in the midst of thee: 
and ye shall know that I am the Lord. 


Thus saith the Lord God; An evil, an only 
evil, behold, is come. An end is come, the 
end is come: it watcheth for thee; behold, it 
is come. The morning is come unto thee, O 
thou that dwellest in the land: the time is 
come, the day of trouble is near, and not the 
sounding again of the mountains. Now will 
I shortly pour out my fury upon thee, and 
accomplish mine anger upon thee: and I will 
judge thee according to thy ways, and will 
recompense thee for all thine abominations. 
And mine eye shall not spare, neither will I 
have pity: I will recompense thee according 
to thy ways and thine abominations that are 
in the midst of thee; and ye shall know that 
I am the Lord that smiteth. 

Behold the day, behold, it is come: the 
morning is gone forth; the rod hath blossom- 
ed, pride hath budded. Violence is risen up 
into a rod of wickedness: none of them shall 
remain, nor of their multitude, nor of any of 
their’s: neither shall there be wailing for 
them. The time is come, the day draweth 
near: let not the buyer rejoice, nor the seller 
mourn: for wrath is upon all the multitude 
thereof. For the seller shall not return to 
that which is sold, although they were yet 
alive: for the vision is touching the whole 
multitude thereof, which shall not return; 
neither shall any strengthen himself in the 
iniquity of his life. 

They have blown the trumpet, even to 
make all ready; but none goeth to the battle: 
for my wrath is upon all the multitude there- 
of. The sword is without, and the pestilence 
and the famine within: he that is in the field 
shall die with the sword ; and he that is in the 
city, famine and pestilence shall devour him. 
But they that escape of them shall escape, 
and shall be on the mountains like doves of 
the valleys, all of them mourning, every one 
for his iniquity. All hands shall be feeble, 
and all knees shall be weak as water. They 
shall also gird themselves with sackcloth, and 
horror shall cover them; and shame shall be 
upon all faces, and baldness upon all their 
heads. They shall cast their silver in the streets, 
and their gold shall be removed: their silver 
and their gold shall not be able to deliver them 
in the day of the wrath of the Lord: they 
shall not satisfy their souls, neither fill their 
bowels: because it is the stumblingblock of 
their iniquity. As for the beauty of his orna- 
ment, he set it in majesty: but they made the 
images of their abominations and of their 
detestable things therein; therefore have I 
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set it far from them. And I will give it into 
the hands of the strangers for a prey, and to 
the wicked of the earth for a spoil; and they 
shall pollute it. My face will 1 turn also 
from them, and they shall pollute my secret 
place: for the robbers shall enter into it, and 
defile it. 

Make a chain : for the land is full of bloody 
crimes, and the city is full of violence. 
Wherefore I will bring the worst of the 
heathen, and they shall possess their houses : 
I will also make the pomp of the strong to 
■cease; and their holy places shall be defiled. 
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Destruction cometh; and they shall seek 
peace, and there shall be none. Mischief 
shall come upon mischief, and rumour shall 
be upon rumour; then shall they seek a 
vision of the prophet; but the law shall 
perish from the priest, and counsel from the 
ancients. The king shall mourn, and the 
prince shall be clothed with desolation, and 
the hands of the people of the land shall be 
troubled : I will do unto them after their way, 
and according to their deserts will I judge 
them; and they shall know that I am the 
Lord. 


THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY Ezekiel , 8, i — 19, 14 

One of his pictures is a street of the city in the twilight All the others in the section 
might belong to the same hour> for they describe those things which are usually associated 
with the semi-darkness: secret cults , evil counsel \ idle talk , and illicit pleasure. 


AND it came to pass in the sixth year, in 
the sixth month, in the fifth day of the month, 
as I sat in mine house, and the elders of 
Judah sat before me, that the hand of the 
Lord God fell there upon me. Then I 
beheld, and lo a likeness : as the appearance 
of fire: from the appearance of his loins even 
downward, fire ; and from his loins even up- 
ward, as the appearance of brightness, as the 
colour of amber. And he put forth the form 
of an hand, and took me by a lock of mine 
head; and the spirit lifted me up between the 
earth and the heaven, and brought me in the 
visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of 
the inner gate that looketh toward the north; 
where was the seat of the image of jealousy, 
which provokethto jealousy. And, behold, the 
glory of the God of Israel was there, accord- 
ing to the vision that I saw in the plain. 
Then said he unto me, Son of man, lift up 
thine eyes now the way toward the north. So 
I lifted up mine eyes the way toward the 
north, and behold northward at the gate of 
the altar this image of jealousy in the entry. 
He said furthermore unto me. Son of man, 
seest thou what they do ? even the great 
abominations that the house of Israel com- 
mitteth here, that I should go far off from my 
sanctuary? but turn thee yet again, and thou 
shalt see greater abominations. 


And he brought me to the door of the 
court; and when I looked, behold a hole in 
the wall. Then said he unto me. Son of man, 
dig now in the wail: and when I had digged 
in the wall, behold a door. And he said unto 
me. Go in, and behold the wicked abomina- 
tions that they do here. So I went in and 
saw; and behold every form of creeping 
things, and abominable beasts, and all the 
idols of the house of Israel, pourtrayed upon 
the wall round about. 1 And there stood 
before them seventy men of the ancients of 
the house of Israel, and in the midst of them 
stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan, with 
every man his censer in his hand ; and a thick 
cloud of incense went up. Then said he unto 
me. Son of man, hast thou seen what the 
ancients of the house of Israel do in the dark, 
every man in the chambers of his imagery? 
for they say, The Lord seeth us not; the 
Lord hath forsaken the earth. He said also 
unto me, Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt 
see greater abominations that they do. Then 
he brought me to the door of the gate of the 
Lord’s house which was toward the north; 
and, behold, there sat women weeping for 
Tammuz. Then said he unto me. Hast thou 
seen this, O son of man? turn thee yet again, 
and thou shalt see greater abominations than 
these. And he brought me into the inner 


1 A reference to the secret resorts of mystery cults. Much is said in these pages about idolatry. As we do 
not bow down to idols of wood and stone we may be disposed to think that we cannot be guilty of this sin. 
The Prophet has a fine phrase for it in his attack on the sun-worshippers-— ‘turning their backs on the Lord*. 
That is modem enough. 
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court of the Lord’s house, and, behold, at 
the door of the temple of the Lord, between 
the porch' and the altar, were about five and 
twenty men, with their backs toward the 
temple of the Lord, and their faces toward 
the east; and they worshipped the sun to- 
ward the east. Then he said unto me. Hast 
thou seen this, O son of man? Is it a light 
thing to the house of Judah that they commit 
the abominations which they commit here ? 
for they have filled the land with violence, 
and have returned to provoke me to anger: 
and, lo, they put the branch to their nose. 
Therefore will I also deal in fury: mine eye 
shall not spare, neither will I have pity: and 
though they cry in mine ears with a loud 
voice, yet will I not hear them. 

The Faithful Few 

He cried also in mine ears with a loud 
voice, saying, Cause them that have charge 
over the city to draw near, even every man 
with his destroying weapon in his hand. And, 
behold, six men came from the way of the 
higher gate, which lieth toward the north, 
and every man a slaughter weapon in his 
hand ; and one man among them was clothed 
with linen, with a writer’s inkhorn by his 
side : and they went in, and stood beside the 
brasen altar. 

And , the glory of the God of Israel was 
gone up from the cherub, whereupon he was, 
to the threshold of the house. And he called 
to the man clothed with linen, which had the 
writer’s inkhorn by his side; and the Lord 
said unto him. Go through die midst of the 
city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set 
a mark 1 upon the foreheads of the men that 
sigh and that cry for all the abominations 
that be done in the midst thereof. And to 
the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after 
him through the city, and smite : let not your 
eye spare, neither have ye pity: slay utterly 
old and young, both maids, and little chil- 
dren, and women: but come not near any 
man upon whom is the mark; and begin at 
my sanctuary. Then they began at the 
ancient men which were before the house. 
And he said unto them, Defile the house, and 
fill the courts with the slain: go ye forth. 
And they went forth, and slew in the city. 
And it came to pass, while they were slaying 
them, and I was left, that I fell upon my face, 
and cried, and said, Ah Lord God! wilt thou 


destroy all the residue of Israel in thy pour- 
ing out of thy fury upon Jerusalem? 

Then said he unto me. The iniquity of the 
house of Israel and Judah is exceeding great, 
and the land is full of blood, and the city full 
of perverseness : for they say. The Lord hath 
forsaken the earth, and the Lord seeth not. 
And as for me also, mine eye shall not spare, 
neither will I have pity, but I will recom- 
pense their way upon their head. And, be- 
hold, the man clothed with linen, which had 
the inkhorn by his side, reported the matter, 
saying, I have done as thou hast commanded 
me. 

The Consuming Fire 

Then I looked, and, behold, in the firma- 
ment that was above the head of the chera- 
bims there appeared over them as it were a 
sapphire stone, as the appearance of the like- 
ness of a throne. And he spake unto the man 
clothed with linen, and said. Go in between 
the wheels, even under the cherub, and fill 
thine hand with coals of fire from between 
the cherubims, and scatter them over the 
city. And he went in in my sight. Now 
the cherubims stood on the right side of the 
house, when the man went in; and the cloud 
filled the inner court. Then the glory of the 
Lord went up from the cherub, and stood 
over the threshold of the house; and the 
house was filled with the cloud, and the 
court was full of the brightness of the Lord’s 
glory. And the sound of the cherubims’ 
wings was heard even to the outer court, as 
the voice of the Almighty God when he 
speaketh. And it came to pass, that when he 
had commanded the man clothed with linen, 
saying. Take fire from between the wheels, 
from between the cherubims; then he went 
in, and stood beside the wheels. And one 
cherub stretched forth his hand from be- 
tween the cherubims unto the fire that was 
between the cherubims, and took thereof, 
and put it into the hands of him that was 
clothed with linen: who took it, and went 
out. And there appeared in the cherubims 
the form of a man’s hand under their wings. 

And when I looked, behold the four 
wheels by the cherubims, one wheel by one 
cherub, and another wheel by another 
cherub: and the appearance of the wheels 
was as the colour of a beryl stone. And as 
for their appearances, they four had one like- 


The ‘mark* is the letter Tau, which in the old alphabet was a cross. 
g 34 


WHAT WILL BE THE GLORY OF THE NEW AGE? 

Will it be armed force? Now that science has given wings to the weapons of destruc- 
tion, increased the power of explosives, and added poisonous gases and bacteria to the 
instruments of warfare, will humanity, impressed by the might of these things, make 
armaments its chief concern ? 

ness, as if a wheel had been in the midst of a bims lifted up their wings to mount up from 

wheel. When they went, they went upon the earth, the same wheels also turned not 
their four sides; they turned not as they from beside them. When they stood, these 
went, but to the place whither the head looked stood; and when they were lifted up, these 
they followed it; they turned not as they lifted up themselves also: for the spirit of 
went. And their whole body, and their backs, the living creature was in them, 
and their hands, and their wings, and the Then the glory of the Lord departed from ' 

wheels, were full of eyes round about, even off the threshold of the house, and stood over 
the wheels that they four had. As for the the cherubims. And the cherubims lifted up 
wheels, it was cried unto them in my hearing, their wings, and mounted up from the earth 
O wheel. And every one had four faces : the in my sight : when they went out, the wheels 
first face was the face of a cherub, and the also were beside them, and every one stood 
second face was the face of a man, and at the door of the east gate of the Lord’s 
Ihe third the face of a lion, and the fourth house; and the glory of the God of Israel 
the face of an eagle. was over them above. 

And the cherubims were lifted up. This is This is the living creature that I saw under 
the living creature that I saw by the river of the God of Israel by the river of Chebar; and 
Chebar. And when the cherubims went, the I knew that they were the cherubims. Every 
wheels went by them: and when the cheru- one had four faces apiece, and every one four 
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wings; and the likeness of the hands of a 
man was tinder their wings. And the like- 
ness of their faces was the same faces which 
I saw by the river of Chebar, their appear- 
ances and themselves ; they went every one 
straight forward. 

Wicked Counsellors 

Moreover the spirit lifted me up, and 
brought me unto the east gate of the Lord's 
house, which looketh eastward: and behold 
at the door of the gate five and twenty men; 
among whom I saw Jaazaniah the son of 
Azur, and Pelatiah the son of Benaiah, 
princes of the people. Then said he unto 
me. Son of man, these are the men that 
devise mischief, and give wicked counsel 
in this city: which say, It is not near; let us 
build houses: this city is the caldron, and we 
be the flesh. Therefore prophesy against 
them, prophesy, O son of man. 

And the Spirit of the Lord fell upon me, 
and said unto me. Speak; Thus saith the 
Lord; Thus have ye said, O house of Israel: 
for I know the things that come into your 
mind, every one of them. Ye have multi- 
plied your slain in this city, and ye have filled 
the streets thereof with the slain. Therefore 
thus saith the Lord God; Your slain whom 
ye have laid in the midst of it, they are the 
flesh, and this city is the caldron: but I will 
bring you forth out of the midst of it. Ye 


house of Israel wholly, are they unto whom 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said. Get 
you far from the Lord: unto us is this land 
given in possession. Therefore say. Thus 
saith the Lord God; Although I have cast 
them far off among the heathen, and although 
I have scattered them among the countries, 
yet wifi I be to them as a little sanctuary in 
the countries where they shall come. There- 
fore say. Thus saith the Lord God; I will 
even gather you from the people, and assem- 
ble you out of the countries where ye have 
been scattered, and I will give you the land 
of Israel. And they shall come thither, and 
they shall take away all the detestable things 
thereof and all the abominations thereof from 
thence. And I will give them one heart, and 
I will put a new spirit within you; and I will 
take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will 
give them an heart of flesh : that they may walk 
in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and 
do them: and they shall be my people, and I 
will be their God. But as for them whose 
heart walketh after the heart of their detest- 
able things and their abominations, I will 
recompense their way upon their own heads, 
saith the Lord God. 

Then did the cherubims lift up their 
wings, and the wheels beside them; and the 
glory of the God of Israel was over them 
above. And the glory of the Lord went up 
from the midst of the city, and stood upon 
the mountain which is on the east side of the 


have feared the sword; and I will bring a 
sword upon you, saith the Lord God. And 
I will bring you out of the midst thereof, and 
deliver you into the hands of strangers, and 
will execute judgments among you. Ye shall 
fall by the sword; I will judge you in the 
border of Israel; and ye shall know that I am 
the Lord. This city shall not be your caldron, 
neither shall ye be the flesh in the midst 
thereof; but I will judge you in the border 
of Israel: and ye shall know that I am the 
Lord : for ye have not walked in my statutes, 
neither executed my judgments, but have 
done after the manners of the heathen that 
are round about you. 

And it came to pass, when I prophesied, 
that Pelatiah the son of Benaiah died. Then 
fell I down upon my face, and cried with a 
loud voice, and said. Ah Lord God ! wilt thou 
make a full end of the remnant of Israel? 

Again the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying. Son of man, thy brethren, even thy 
brethren, the men of thy kindred, and all the 


city. Afterwards the spirit took me up, and 
brought me in a vision by the Spirit of God 
into Chaldea, to them of the captivity. So 
the vision that I had seen went up from me. 
Then I spake unto them of the captivity all 
the things that the Lord had shewed me. 

APPEAL AND ARGUMENT 

Ezek. 12, i—19, 14 

To stress his message, Ezekiel became a living 
symbol of exile, going forth with his personal 
belongings made up into a bundle. Some of the 
figures of speech he uses in his addresses arejust 
as striking. But it is in his arguments, as the 
following section shows> that the strength and 
vigour of the man are most nobly manifest. 

The word of the Lord also came unto me, 
saying. Son of man, thou dwellest in the 
midst of a rebellious house, which have eyes 
to see, and see not; they have ears to hear, 
and hear not : for they are a rebellious house. 



Therefore* thou son of man* prepare thee 
stuff for removing, and remove by day in 
their sight; and thou shalt remove from thy 
place to another place in their sight: it may 
be they will consider, though they be a rebel- 
lious house. Then shalt thou bring forth thy 
stuff by day in their sight* as stuff for remov- 
ing: and thou shalt go forth at even in their 
sight* as they that go forth into captivity. 
Dig thou through the wall in their sight* and 
carry out thereby. In their sight shalt thou 
bear it upon thy shoulders* and carry it forth 
in the twilight: thou shalt cover thy face* 
that thou see not the ground: for I have set 
thee for a sign unto the house of Israel. 

And I did so as I was commanded: I 
brought forth my stuff by day* as stuff for 
captivity* and in the even I digged through 
the wall with mine hand; I brought it forth 
in the twilight* and I bare it upon my shoul- 
der in their sight. 

And in the morning came the word of the 
Lord unto me* saying* Son of man* hath not 
the house of Israel* the rebellious house* said 
unto thee* What doest thou? Say thou unto 
them* Thus saiththe Lord God; This burden 
concerneth the prince in Jerusalem* and all 
the house of Israel that are among them. Say* 
I am your sign : like as I have done* so shall it 
be done unto them : they shall remove and go 
into captivity. And the prince that is among 
them shall bear upon his shoulder in the 
twilight* and shall go forth: they shall dig 
through the wall to carry out thereby: he 
shall cover his face* that he see not the ground 
with his eyes. My net also will I spread upon 
him* and he shall be taken in my snare: and 
I will bring him to Babylon to the land of the 
Chaldeans; yet shall he not see it* though he 
shall die there. And I will scatter toward 
every wind all that are about him to help 
him* and all his bands; and I will draw out 
the sword after them. And they shall know 
that I am the Lord* when I shall scatter them 
among the nations* and disperse them in the 
countries. But I will leave a few men of 
them from the sword* from the famine* and 
from the pestilence; that they may declare 
all their abominations among the heathen 
whither they come; and they shall know that 
I am the Lord. 

Moreover the word of the Lord came to 
me* saying* Son of man* eat thy bread with 
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quaking* and drink thy water with trembling 
and with carefulness ; and say unto the people 
of the land* Thus saith the Lord God of the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem* and of the land of 
Israel; They shall eat their bread with care- 
fulness* and drink their water with astonish- 
ment* that her land may be desolate from all 
that is therein* because of the violence of all 
them that dwell therein. And the cities that 
are inhabited shall be laid waste, and the land 
shall be desolate ; and ye shall know that I am 
the Lord. 

False Prophets and Fortune-tellers 

And the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying, Son of man, what is that proverb that 
ye have in the land of Israel, saying, The days 
are prolonged, and every vision faileth? 1 Tell 
them therefore* Thus saith the Lord God; I 
will make this proverb to cease, and they shall 
no more use it as a proverb in Israel ; but say 
unto them. The days are at hand, and the 
effect of every vision. For there shall be no 
more any vain vision nor flattering divina- 
tion within the house of Israel. For I am the 
Lord : I will speak, and the word that I shall 
speak shall come to pass; it shall be no more 
prolonged: for in your days, O rebellious 
house, will I say the word, and will perform 
it, saith the Lord God. 

Again the word of the Lord came to me, 
saying. Son of man, behold, they of the house 
of Israel say. The vision that he seeth is for 
many days to come, and he prophesieth of 
the times that are far off. Therefore say unto 
them* Thus saith the Lord God; There shall 
none of my words be prolonged any more* 
but the word which I have spoken shall be 
done* saith the Lord God. 

And the word of the Lord came unto me* 
saying* Son of man* prophesy against the 
prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say 
thou unto them that prophesy out of their 
own hearts. Hear ye the word of the Lord; 
Thus saith the Lord God; Woe unto the 
foolish prophets, that follow their own 
spirit, and have seen nothing! O Israel, thy 
prophets are like the foxes in the deserts. Ye 
have not gone up into the gaps, neither made 
up the hedge for the house of Israel to stand 
in the battle in the day of the Lord. They 
have seen vanity and lying divination* saying* 


1 His reply condemns those who, without regard to the true situation, say fatuously, ‘It won’t happen’. He 
describes them aptly as the people who are never to be found going to fill up a gap, or build a hedge, or take 
their stand in the day of battle. Says he, ‘They whitewash walls that need repairing’. 
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Hie Lord saith: and the Lord hath not sent 
them: and they have made others to hope 
that they would confirm the word. Have ye 
not seen a vain vision* and have ye not spoken 
a lying divination* whereas ye say* The Lord 
saith it; albeit I have not spoken? 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God; 
Because ye have spoken vanity* and seen 
lies* therefore* behold* I am against you* 
saith the Lord God. And mine hand shall 
be upon the prophets that see vanity* and 
that divine lies: they shall not be in the 
assembly of my people* neither shall they 
be written in the writing of the house of 
Israel, neither shall they enter into the land 
of Israel; and ye shall know that I am the 
Lord God. 

Because* even because they have seduced 
my people* saying* Peace; and there was no 
peace; and one built up a wall* and* lo* 
others daubed it with untempered morter: 
Say unto them which daub it with untem- 
pered morter, that it shall fall: there shall 
be an overflowing shower; and ye* O great 
hailstones* shall fall; and a stormy wind shall 
rend it. Lo* when the wall is fallen* shall it 
not be said unto you* Where is the daubing 
wherewith ye have daubed it? Therefore 
thus saith the Lord God; I will even rend 
it with a stormy wind in my fury; and there 
shall be an overflowing shower in mine 
anger* and great hailstones in my fury to 
consume it. So will I break down the wall 
that ye have daubed with untempered morter* 
and bring it down to the ground* so that the 
foundation thereof shall be discovered* and 
it shall fall* and ye shall be consumed in the 
midst thereof: and ye shall know that I am 
the Lord. Thus will I accomplish my wrath 
upon the wall, and upon them that have 
daubed it with untempered morter* and will 
say unto you* The wall is no more* neither 
they that daubed it; to wit* the prophets of 
Israel which prophesy concerning Jerusalem* 
and which see visions of peace for her* and 
there is no peace* saith the Lord God. 

Likewise* thou son of man* set thy face 
against the daughters of thy people* which 
prophesy out of their own heart; and pro- 
phesy thou against them* and say, Thus saith 
the Lord God; Woe to the women that sew 
pillows to all armholes* and make kerchiefs 
upon the head of every stature to hunt souls ! 
Will ye hunt the souls of my people* and will 
ye save the souls alive that come unto you? 
And will ye pollute me among my people for 


handfuls of barley and for pieces of bread* to 
slay the souls that should not die* and to 
save the souls alive that should not live* by 
your lying to my people that hear your lies? 

Wherefore thus saith the Lord God; 
Behold* I am against your pillows, where- 
with ye there hunt the souls to make them 
fly* and I will tear them from your arms* and 
will let the souls go* even the souls that ye 
hunt to make them fly. Your kerchiefs also 
will I tear* and deliver my people out of your 
hand* and they shall be no more in your hand 
to be hunted ; and ye shall know that I am the 
Lord. Because with lies ye have made the 
heart of the righteous sad* whom I have not 
made sad; and strengthened the hands of the 
wicked* that he should not return from his 
wicked way* by promising him life: there- 
fore ye shall see no more vanity* nor divine 
divinations : for I will deliver my people out 
of your hand: and ye shall know that I am 
the Lord. 

Then came certain of the elders of Israel 
unto me* and sat before me. And the word 
of the Lord came unto me* saying. Son of 
man* these men have set up their idols in 
their heart* and put the stumblingblock 
of their iniquity before their face: should 
I be enquired of at all by them? Therefore 
speak unto them* and say unto them* Thus 
saith the Lord God; Every man of the house 
of Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart* 
and putteth the stumblingblock of his 
iniquity before his face* and cometh to the 
prophet; I the Lord will answer him that 
cometh according to the multitude of his 
idols; that I may take the house of Israel in 
their own heart* because they are ail estrang- 
ed from me through their idols. 

Therefore say unto the house of Israel* 
Thus saith the Lord God; Repent, and turn 
yourselves from your idols; and turn away 
your faces from all your abominations. For 
every one of the house of Israel* or of the 
stranger that sojoumeth in Israel, which 
separateth himself from me* and setteth 
up his idols in his heart* and putteth the 
stumblingblock of his iniquity before his 
face, and cometh to a prophet to enquire of 
him concerning me; I the Lord will answer 
him by myself: and I will set my face against 
that man* and will make him a sign and 
a proverb* and I will cut him off from the 
midst of my people; and ye shall know 
that I am the Lord. And if the pro- 
phet be deceived when he hath spoken a 
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things I the Lord have deceived that prophet* 
and I will stretch out my hand upon Mm* 
and will destroy him from the midst of my 
people Israel. And they shall bear the 
punishment of their iniquity: the punish- 
ment of the prophet shall be even as the 
punishment of him that seeketh unto him; 
that the house of Israel may go no more 
astray from me* neither be polluted any 
more with ail their transgressions; but that 
they may be my people* and I may be their 
God* saith the Lord God. 

Men Will Approve the Judgement 

The word of the Lord came again to me* 
saying* Son of man* when the land sinneth 
against me by trespassing grievously* then 
will I stretch out mine hand upon it* and will 
break the staff of the bread thereof* and will 
send famine upon it* and will cut off man 
and beast from it: though these three men* 
Noah* Daniel* and Job* were in it* they 
should deliver but their own souls by their 
righteousness* saith the Lord God . 1 If I 
cause noisome beasts to pass through the 
land* and they spoil it* so that it be desolate* 
that no man may pass through because of the 
beasts: though these three men were in it* as 
I live* saith the Lord God, they shall deliver 
neither sons nor daughters; they only shall 
be delivered* but the land shall be desolate. 
Or if I bring a sword upon that land* and say* 
Sword* go through the land; so that I cut off 
man and beast from it: though these three 
men were in it* as I live* saith the Lord God* 
they shall deliver neither sons nor daughters* 
but they only shall be delivered themselves. 
Or if I send a pestilence into that land* and 
pour out my fury upon it in blood* to cut off 
from it man and beast: though Noah* 
Daniel* and Job* were in it* as I live* saith 
the Lord God* they shall deliver neither son 
nor daughter; they shall but deliver their 
own souls by their righteousness. 

For thus saith the Lord God; How much 
more when I send my four sore judgments 
upon Jerusalem* the sword* and the famine* 
and the noisome beast* and the pestilence* to 
cut off from it man and beast? Yet* behold* 
therein shall be left a remnant that shall be 
brought forth* both sons and daughters: 
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behold* they shall come forth unto you* and 
ye shall see their way and their doings: and 
ye shall be comforted concerning the evil 
that I have brought upon Jerusalem* even 
concerning all that I have brought upon it. 
And they shall comfort you* when ye see 
their ways and their doings: and ye shall 
know that I have not done without cause 
all that I have done in it* saith the Lord 
God. 


What Good is the City, or Nation? 

And the word of the Lord came unto me* 
saying* Son of man* What is the vine tree 
more than any tree* or than a branch wMch 
is among the trees of the forest ? Shall wood 
be taken thereof to do any work? or will men 
take a pin of it to hang any vessel thereon? 
Behold* it is cast into the fire for fuel; the 
fire devoureth both the ends of it* and the 
midst of it is burned. Is it meet for any work ? 
Behold* when it was whole* it was meet for 
no work: how much less shall it be meet yet 
for any work* when the fire hath devoured 
it* and it is burned? Therefore thus saith 
the Lord God; As the vine tree among the 
trees of the forest* which I have given to the 
fire for fuel* so will I give the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. And I will set my face against 
them; they shall go out from one fire* and 
another fire shall devour them; and ye shall 
know that I am the Lord* when I set my face 
against them. And I will make the land 
desolate* because they have committed a 
trespass* saith the Lord God. 


Who is Responsible? 

Again the word of the Lord came unto me* 
saying* Son of man* cause Jerusalem to know 
her abominations* and say* Thus saith the 
Lord God unto Jerusalem; Thy birth and 
thy nativity is of the land of Canaan; thy 
father was an Amorite* and thy mother an 
Hittite. And as for thy nativity* in the day 
thou wast bom thy navel was not cut* neither 
wast thou washed in water to supple thee; 
thou wast not salted at all* nor swaddled at 
all. None eye pitied thee, to do any of these 
unto thee* to have compassion upon thee; 


1 We sh q ll find this idea of individual responsibility constantly stressed by Ezekiel. But in these chapters, 
what he violently attacks is the false beliefs and the evil pursuits of the people, particularly their assumption 
that nothing disastrous can happen to them, no matter how they live, because history shows they are God’s 
chosen people. That* says he* makes their corruption all the more blameworthy. 
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but thou wast cast out in the open fields to 
the iothing of thy person* in the day that 
thou wast bom. 

And when I passed by thee* and saw thee 
polluted in thine own blood* I said unto thee 
when thou wast in thy blood* Live; yea* I 
said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood* 
Live, I have caused thee to multiply as the 
bud of the field* and thou hast increased and 
waxen great* and thou art come to excellent 
ornaments: thy breasts are fashioned* and 
thine hair is grown* whereas thou wast naked 
and bare. Now when I passed by thee* and 
looked upon thee* behold* thy time was the 
time of love; and I spread my skirt over thee* 
and covered thy nakedness: yea* I sware 
unto thee* and entered into a covenant with 
thee* saith the Lord God* and thou becamest 
mine. Then washed I thee with water; yea* 
I throughly washed away thy blood from 
thee, and 1 anointed thee with oil. I clothed 
thee also with broidered work* and shod thee 
with badgers’ skin* and I girded thee about 
with fine linen* and I covered thee with silk. 
I decked thee also with ornaments* and I put 
bracelets upon thy hands* and a chain on thy 
neck. And I put a jewel on thy forehead* and 
earrings in thine ears* and a beautiful crown 
upon thine head. Thus wast thou decked 
with gold and silver; and thy raiment was of 
fine linen* and silk* and broidered work; thou 
didst eat fine flour* and honey* and oil: and 
thou wast exceeding beautiful* and thou 
didst prosper into a kingdom. And thy 
renown went forth among the heathen for 
thy beauty: for it was perfect through my 
comeliness* which I had put upon thee* 
saith the Lord God. 

But thou didst trust in thine own beauty* 
and playedst the harlot because of thy re- 
nown* and pouredst out thy fornications 
on every one that passed by; his it was. And 
of thy garments thou didst take* and deck- 
edst thy high places with divers colours, and 
playedst the harlot thereupon : the like things 
shall not come* neither shall it be so. Thou 
hast also taken thy fair jewels of my gold and 
of my silver* which I had given thee* and 
madest to thyself images of men* and didst 
commit whoredom with them* and tookest 
thy broidered garments* and coveredst them : 
and thou hast set mine oil and mine incense 
before them. My meat also which I gave 
thee* fine flour* and oil* and honey* where- 
with I fed thee* thou hast even set it before 
them for a sweet savour: and thus if was* 


saith the Lord God. Moreover thou hast 
taken thy sons and thy daughters* whom 
thou hast borne unto me, and these hast thou 
sacrificed unto them to be devoured. Is this 
of thy whoredoms a small matter* that thou 
hast slain my children* and delivered them 
to cause them to pass through the fire for 
them ? And in all thine abominations and thy 
whoredoms thou hast not remembered the 
days of thy youth* when thou wast naked and 
bare* and wast polluted in thy blood. 

And it came to pass after all thy wicked- 
ness* (woe* woe unto thee! saith the Lord 
God;) that thou hast also built unto thee an 
eminent place* and hast made thee an high 
place in every street. Thou hast built thy 
high place at every head of the way* and hast 
made thy beauty to be abhorred* and hast 
opened thy feet to every one that passed by* 
and multiplied thy whoredoms. Thou hast 
also committed fornication with the Egyp- 
tians thy neighbours, great of flesh; and hast 
increased thy whoredoms* to provoke me to 
anger. Behold* therefore I have stretched 
out my hand over thee* and have diminished 
thine ordinary food* and delivered thee unto 
the will of them that hate thee* the daughters 
of the Philistines* which are ashamed of thy 
lewd way. Thou hast played the whore also 
with the Assyrians* because thou wast un- 
satiable; yea* thou hast played the harlot with 
them* and yet couldest not be satisfied. Thou 
hast moreover multiplied thy fornication in 
the land of Canaan unto Chaldea; and yet 
thou wast not satisfied herewith. 

How weak is thine heart* saith the Lord 
God* seeing thou doest all these things* the 
work of an imperious whorish woman; in 
that thou bulkiest thine eminent place in the 
head of every way* and makest thine high 
place in every street; and hast not been as an 
harlot* in that thou scomest hire; but as a 
wife that committed! adultery* which taketh 
strangers instead of her husband! They give 
gifts to all whores : but thou givest thy gifts 
to all thy lovers* and hirest them* that they 
may come unto thee on every side for thy 
whoredom. And the contrary is in thee from 
other women in thy whoredoms* whereas 
none followed! thee to commit whoredoms: 
and in that thou givest a reward* and no 
reward is given unto thee* therefore thou art 
contrary. 

Wherefore* O harlot* hear the word of the 
Lord : Thus saith the Lord God ; Because thy 
filthiness was poured out* and thy nakedness 
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discovered through thy whoredoms with thy 
lovers, and with all the idols of thy abomina- 
tions, and by the blood of thy children, 
which thou didst give unto them; behold, 
therefore I will gather all thy lovers, with 
whom thou hast taken pleasure, and all them 
that thou hast loved, with all them that thou 
hast' hated; I will even gather them round 
about against thee, and will discover thy 
nakedness unto them, that they may see ail 
thy nakedness. And I will judge thee, as 
women that break wedlock and shed blood 
are judged; and I will give thee blood in 
fury and jealousy. And I will also give thee 
into their hand, and they shall throw down 
thine eminent place, and shall break down 
thy high places : they shall strip thee also of 
thy clothes, and shall take thy fair jewels, and 
leave thee naked and bare. They shall also 
bring up a company against thee, and they 
shall stone thee with stones, and thrust thee 
through with their swords. And they shall 
burn thine houses with fire, and execute 
judgments upon thee in the sight of many 
women : and I will cause thee to cease from 
playing the harlot, and thou also shalt give 
no hire any more. So will I make my fury 
toward thee to rest, and my jealousy shall 
depart from thee, and I will be quiet, and 
will be no more angry. Because thou hast not 
remembered the days of thy youth, but hast 
fretted me in all these things ; behold, there- 
fore I also will recompense thy way upon 
thine head, saith the Lord God: and thou 
shalt not commit this lewdness above all 
thine abominations. 

Pride, Selfishness, and Vice 

Behold, every one that useth proverbs 
shall use this proverb against thee, saying. 
As is the mother, so is her daughter. Thou 
art thy mother’s daughter, that lotheth her 
husband and her children; and thou art the 
sister of thy sisters, which lothed their hus- 
bands and their children: your mother was 
an Hittite, and your father an Amorite. And 
thine elder sister is Samaria, she and her 
daughters that dwell at thy left hand: and 
thy younger sister, that dwelleth at thy right 
hand, is Sodom and her daughters. Yet hast 
thou not walked after their ways, nor done 
after their abominations : but, as if that were 
a very little thing, thou wast corrupted more 
than they in all thy ways. As I live, saith the 
Lord God, Sodom thy sister hath not done. 
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she nor her daughters, as thou hast done, 
thou and thy daughters. Behold, this was 
the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, ful- 
ness of bread, and abundance of idleness was 
in her and in her daughters, neither did she 
strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. 
And they were haughty, and committed 
abomination before me: therefore I took 
them away as I saw good. Neither hath 
Samaria committed half of thy sins ; but thou 
hast multiplied thine abominations more 
than they, and hast justified thy sisters in all 
thine abominations which thou hast done. 
Thou also, which hast judged thy sisters, 
bear thine own shame for thy sins that thou 
hast committed more abominable than they: 
they are more righteous than thou : yea, be 
thou confounded also, and bear thy shame, 
in that thou hast justified thy sisters. 

When I shall bring again their captivity, 
the captivity of Sodom and her daughters, 
and the captivity of Samaria and her daugh- 
ters, then will I bring again the captivity 
of thy captives in the midst of them: that 
thou mayest bear thine own shame, and 
mayest be confounded in all that thou hast 
done, in that thou art a comfort unto them. 
When thy sisters, Sodom and her daughters, 
shall return to their former estate, and 
Samaria and her daughters shall return to 
their former estate, then thou and thy 
daughters shall return to your former estate. 
For thy sister Sodom was not mentioned 
by thy mouth in the day of thy pride, before 
thy wickedness was discovered, as at the 
time of thy reproach of the daughters of 
Syria, and all that are round about her, the 
daughters of the Philistines, which despise 
thee round about. Thou hast borne thy 
lewdness and thine abominations, saith the 
Lord. For thus saith the Lord God; I will 
even deal with thee as thou hast done, which 
hast despised the oath in breaking the 
covenant. 

Nevertheless I will remember my cove- 
nant with thee in the days of thy youth, and I 
will establish unto thee an everlasting cove- 
nant, Then thou shalt remember thy ways, 
and be ashamed, when thou shalt receive thy 
sisters, thine elder and thy younger: and I 
will give them unto thee for daughters, but 
not by thy covenant. And I will establish my 
covenant with thee; and thou shalt know 
that I am the Lord: that thou mayest re- 
member, and be confounded, and never open 
thy mouth any more because of thy shame, 


841 


EZEKIEL 16, 63 

when I am pacified toward thee for all that 
thou hast done, saith the Lord God* 

The Cedar and Eagles 

And the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying. Son of man, put forth a riddle, and 
speak a parable unto the house of Israel; and 
say. Thus saith the Lord God ; A great eagle 
with great wings, longwinged, full of feathers, 
which had divers colours, came unto Leba- 
non, and took the highest branch of the 
cedar: he cropped off the top of his young 
twigs, and carried it into a land of traffick ; he 
set it in a city of merchants. He took also of 
the seed of the land, and planted it in a fruit- 
ful field; he placed it by great waters, and set 
it as a willow tree* And it grew, and became 
a spreading vine of low stature, whose 
branches turned toward him, and the roots 
thereof were under him : so it became a vine, 
and brought forth branches, and shot forth 
sprigs. 

There was also another great eagle with 
great wings and many feathers : and, behold, 
this vine did bend her roots toward him, and 
shot forth her branches toward him, that he 
might water it by the furrows of her planta- 
tion. It was planted in a good soil by great 
waters, that it might bring forth branches, 
and that it might bear fruit, that it might be 
a goodly vine. Say thou. Thus saith the 
Lord God; Shall it prosper? shall he not pull 
up the roots thereof, and cut off the fruit 
thereof, that it wither? it shall wither in all 
the leaves of her spring, even without great 
power or many people to pluck it up by the 
roots thereof. Yea, behold, being planted, 
shall it prosper? shall it not utterly wither, 
when the east wind toucheth it? it shall 
wither in the furrows where it grew. 

Moreover the word of the Lord came 
unto me, saying. Say now to the rebellious 
house. Know ye not what these things mean? 
tell them. Behold, the king of Babylon is 
come to Jerusalem, and hath taken the king 
thereof, and the princes thereof, and led 
them with him to Babylon; and hath taken 
of the king's seed, and made a covenant with 
him, and hath taken an oath of him : he hath 
also taken the mighty of the land: that the 
kingdom might be base, that it might not lift 
itself up, but that by keeping of his covenant 


it might stand. But he rebelled against him 
in sending his ambassadors into Egypt, that 
they might give him horses and much people. 
Shall he prosper? shall he escape that doeth 
such things? or shall he break the covenant, 
and be delivered? As I live, saith the Lord 
God, surely in the place where the king 
dwelleth that made him king, whose oath he 
despised, and whose covenant he brake, even 
with him in the midst of Babylon he shall die. 
Neither shall Pharaoh with his mighty army 
and great company make for him in the war, 
by casting up mounts, and building forts, to 
cut off many persons : seeing he despised the 
oath by breaking the covenant, when, lo, he 
had given his hand, and hath done all these 
things, he shall not escape. Therefore thus 
saith die Lord God; As I live, surely mine 
oath that he hath despised, and my covenant 
that he hath broken, even it will I recom- 
pense upon his own head. And I will spread 
my net upon him, and he shall be taken in 
my snare, and I will bring him to Babylon, 
and will plead with him there for his trespass 
that he hath trespassed against me. And all 
his fugitives with all his bands shall fall by 
the sword, and they that remain shall be 
scattered toward all winds: and ye shall 
know that I the Lord have spoken it. 

Thus saith the Lord God ; I will also take 
of the highest branch of the high cedar, and 
will set it; I will crop off from the top of Ms 
young twigs a tender one, and will plant it 
upon an high mountain and eminent: in the 
mountain of the height of Israel will I plant 
it: and it shall bring forth boughs, and bear 
fruit, and be a goodly cedar: and under it 
shall dwell all fowl of every wing; in the 
shadow of the branches thereof shall they 
dwell. And all the trees of the field shall 
know that I the Lord have brought down 
the high tree, have exalted the low tree, have 
dried up the green tree, and have made the 
dry tree to flourish: I the Lord have spoken 
and have done it. 


The word of the Lord came unto me 
again, saying. What mean ye, that ye use 
this proverb concerning the land of Israel, 
saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
and the children’s teeth are set on edge ? z As 


Sour Grapes 


1 The proverb was used as an excuse: we suffer because our fathers sinned; we are not to blame. It was used 
as some modems use the argument from heredity. The mistake lies in making the statement absolute, in not 
seeing that it needs to be qualified before it can be accepted as a true statement of fact. Confronted by the 
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I live, saith the Lord God, ye shall not have 
occasion any more to use this proverb in 
Israel. Behold, all souls are mine; as the 
soul of the father, so also the soul of the son 
is mine : the soul that sinneth, it shall die. 

But if a man be just, and do that which is 
lawful and right, and hath not eaten upon 
the mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes 
to the idols of the house of Israel, neither 
hath defiled his neighbour’s wife, neither 
hath come near to a menstnious woman, 
and hath not oppressed any, but hath re- 
stored to the debtor his pledge; hath spoiled 
none by violence, hath given his bread to the 
hungry, and hath covered the naked with a 
garment; he that hath not given forth upon 
usury, neither hath taken any increase, that 
hath withdrawn his hand from iniquity, hath 
executed true judgment between man and 
man, hath walked in my statutes, and hath 
kept my judgments, to deal truly; he is just, 
he shall surely live, saith the Lord God. 

If he beget a son that is a robber, a shedder 
of blood, and that doeth the like to any one 
of these things, and that doeth not any of 
those duties, but even hath eaten upon the 
mountains, and defiled his neighbour’s wife, 
hath oppressed the poor and needy, hath 
spoiled by violence, hath not restored the 
pledge, and hath lifted up his eyes to the 
idols, hath committed abomination, hath 
given forth upon usury, and hath taken 
increase : shall he then live? he shall not 
live : he hath done all these abominations; he 
shall surely die; his blood shall be upon him. 

Now, lo, if he beget a son, that seeth all his 
father’s sins which he hath done, and con- 
sidereth, and doeth not such like, that hath 
not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath 
lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of 
Israel, hath not defiled his neighbour’s wife, 
neither hath oppressed any, hath not with- 
holden the pledge, neither hath spoiled by 
violence, but hath given his bread to the 
hungry, and hath covered the naked with a 
garment, that hath taken off his hand from 
the poor, that hath not received usury nor in- 
crease, hath executed my judgments, hath 
walked in my statutes; he shall not die for 
the iniquity of his father, he shall surely live. 
As for his father, because he cruelly op- 
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pressed, spoiled Ms brother by violence, and 
did that which is not good among his people, 
lo, even he shall die in his iniquity. 

Yet say ye. Why? doth not the son bear 
the iniquity of the father? When the son 
hath done that which is lawful and right, and 
hath kept all my statutes, and hath done 
them, he shall surely live. The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear 
the iniquity of the father, neither shall the 
father bear the iniquity of the son: the 
righteousness of the righteous shall be upon 
him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall 
be upon him. 

But if the wicked will turn from all his sins 
that he hath committed, and keep all my 
statutes, and do that which is lawful and 
right, he shall surely live, he shall not die. 
All his transgressions that he hath commit- 
ted, they shall not be mentioned unto him: 
in Ms righteousness that he hath done he 
shall live. Have I any pleasure at all that the 
wicked should die? saith the Lord God: and 
not that he should return from Ms ways, and 
live? But when the righteous turneth away 
from Ms righteousness, and committed! 
iniquity, and doeth according to all the abo- 
minations that the wicked man doeth, shall 
he live? All Ms righteousness that he hath 
done shall not be mentioned : in Ms trespass 
that he hath trespassed, and in Ms sin that 
he hath sinned, in them shall he die. 

Yet ye say. The way of the Lord is not 
equal. Hear now, O house of Israel; Is not 
my way equal? are not your ways unequal? 
When a righteous man turneth away from 
Ms righteousness, and committeth iniquity, 
and dieth in them; for Ms iniquity that he 
hath done shall he die. Again, when the 
wicked man turneth away from Ms wicked- 
ness that he hath committed, and doeth that 
wMch is lawful and right, he shall save Ms 
soul alive. Because he considered!, and 
turneth away from all Ms transgressions that 
he hath committed, he shall surely live, 
he shall not die. Yet saith the house of 
Israel, The way of the Lord is not equal. O 
house of Israel, are not my ways equal? are 
not your ways unequal? Therefore I will 
judge you, O house of Israel, every one 
according to Ms ways, saith the Lord God. 


assertion, Ezekiel vehemendy denied it, answering in argument one overstatement with another. Perhaps the 
strength and prevdence of the popular belief called for a concise and dogmatic utterance. It had its effect. 
It brought the truth of individual responsibility into men’s minds, and has influenced human thought through 
all subsequent generations. Even democracy, with its modem emphasis on individual rights and responsi- 
bilities, owes more than is generally realized to the Divine Revelation that Jeremiah and Ezekiel proclaimed. 
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Repent, and turn yourselves from all your 
transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your 
rain. Cast away from you all your transgres- 
sions, whereby ye have transgressed; and 
make you a new heart and a new spirit:' 
for why will ye die, O house of Israel? For 
I have no pleasure in the death of him that 
dieth, saith the Lord God: wherefore turn 
yourselves, and live ye. 

A Lamentation 

Moreover take thou up a lamentation for 
the princes of Israel, and say. What is thy 
mother? A lioness: she lay down among 
lions, she nourished her whelps among young 
lions. And she brought up one of her 
whelps : it became a young lion, and it learn- 
ed to catch the prey; it devoured men. The 
nations also heard of him; he was taken in 
their pit, and they brought him with chains 
unto die land of Egypt. Now when she saw 
that she had waited, and her hope was lost, 
then she took another of her whelps, and 
made him a young Hon. And he went up 
and down among the lions, he became a 
young Hon, and learned to catch the prey, 
and devoured men. And he knew their deso- 


late palaces, and he laid waste their cities; 
and the land was desolate, and the fulness 
thereof, by the noise of his roaring. Then 
the nations set against him on every side 
from the provinces, and spread their net 
over him : he was taken in their pit. And 
they put him in ward in chains, and brought 
him to the king of Babylon: they brought 
him into holds, that his voice should no more 
be heard upon the mountains of Israel. Thy 
mother is like a vine in thy blood, planted by 
the waters : she was fruitful and full of 
branches by reason of many waters. And 
she had strong rods for the sceptres of them 
that bare rale, and her stature was exalted 
among the thick branches, and she appeared 
in her height with the multitude of her 
branches. But she was plucked up in fury, 
she was cast down to the ground, and ’the 
east wind dried up her fruit : her strong rods 
were broken and withered; the fire con- 
sumed them. And now she is planted in the 
wilderness, in a dry and thirsty ground. And 
fire is gone out of a rod of her branches, 
which hath devoured her fruit, so that she 
hath no strong rod to be a sceptre to rule. 
This is a lamentation, and shall be for a 
lamentation. 


THE SPIRIT OF THE PEOPLE 


Ezekiel 20 , 1— 24 , 27 


The key to life and history is to be found in the spirit of a people . But what a spirit is 
here! A heart for anything and everything except God and the things of God , though 
all that makes life worth while comes from God, and has been given by Him. We will 
be like the heathen , , they cry; like godless people, or those who do not know the God of 
Israel. And with their whole hearts they pursue the vanities of the world, making things 
base and evil their sole interest and aim. Like silver that has become as dross y which 
only the refining furnace can restore, are these people of God . 


And it came to pass in the seventh year, in 
the fifth month, the tenth day of the month, 
that certain of the elders of Israel came to 
enquire of the Lord, and sat before me. 
Then came the word of the Lord unto me, 
saying, Son of man, speak unto the elders of 
Israel, and say unto them. Thus saith the 
Lord God; Are ye come to enquire of me? 
As I five, saith the Lord God, I will not be 
enquired of by you. Wilt thou judge them, 
son of man, wilt thou judge them? cause 
them to know the abominations of their 
fathers : and say unto them. Thus saith the 
Lord God; In the day when I chose Israel, 
and lifted up mine hand unto the seed of the 


house of Jacob, and made myself known unto 
them in the land of Egypt, when I lifted up 
mine hand unto them, saying, I am the Lord 
your God; in the day that I lifted up mine 
hand unto them, to bring them forth of the 
land of Egypt into a land that I had espied 
for them, flowing with milk and honey, 
which is the glory of all lands: then said I 
unto them. Cast ye away every man the 
abominations of his eyes, and defile not 
yourselves with the idols of Egypt : I am the 
Lord your God. But they rebelled against 
me, and would not hearken unto me: they 
did not every man cast away the abomina- 
tions of their eyes, neither did they forsake 
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the idols of Egypt: then I said, I will pour 
out my fury upon them* to accomplish my 
anger against them in the midst of the land 
of Egypt. But I wrought for my name's 
sake* that it should not be polluted before 
the heathen, among whom they were, in 
whose sight I made myself known unto 
them, in bringing them forth out of the land 
of Egypt. 

Wherefore I caused them to go forth out 
of the land of Egypt, and brought them into 
the wilderness. And 1 gave them my statutes, 
and shewed them my judgments, which if a 
man do, he shall even live in them. Moreover 
also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign 
between me and them, that they might know 
that I am the Lord that sanctify them. But 
the house of Israel rebelled against me in the 
wilderness : they walked not in my statutes, 
and they despised my judgments, which if 
a man do, he shall even live in them; and my 
sabbaths they greatly polluted: then I said, 
I would pour out my fury upon them in the 
wilderness, to consume them. But I wrought 
for my name's sake, that it should not be 
polluted before the heathen, in whose sight 
I brought them out. Yet also I lifted up my 
hand unto them in the wilderness, that I 
would not bring them into the land which 
I had given them, flowing with milk and 
honey, which is the glory of all lands; be- 
cause they despised my judgments, and 
walked not in my statutes, but polluted my 
sabbaths: for their heart went after their 
idols. Nevertheless mine eye spared them 
from destroying them, neither did I make an 
end of them in the wilderness. 

But I said unto their children in the wilder- 
ness, Walk ye not in the statutes of your 
fathers, neither observe their judgments, nor 
defile yourselves with their idols : I am the 
Lord your God; walk in my statutes, and 
keep my judgments, and do them; and 
hallow my sabbaths; and they shall be a sign 
between me and you, that ye may know that 
I am the Lord your God. Notwithstanding 
the children rebelled against me : they walked 
not inmy statutes, neither kept my judgments 
to do them, which if a man do, he shall even 
live in them; they polluted my sabbaths: 
then I said, I would pour out my fury upon 
them, to accomplish my anger against them 
in the wilderness. Nevertheless I withdrew 
mine hand, and wrought for my name's sake, 
that it should not be polluted in the sight of 
the heathen, in whose sight I brought them 
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forth. I lifted up mine hand unto them also 
in the wilderness, that I would scatter them 
among the heathen, and disperse them 
through the countries; because they had not 
executed my judgments, but had despised 
my statutes, and had polluted my sabbaths, 
and their eyes were after their fathers’ idols. 
Wherefore I gave them also statutes that 
were not good, and judgments whereby they 
should not live; and I polluted them in their 
own gifts, in that they caused to pass through 
the fire all that openeth the womb, that I 
might make them desolate, to the end that 
they might know that I am the Lord. 

Therefore, son of man, speak unto the 
house of Israel, and say unto them. Thus 
saith the Lord God; Yet in this your fathers 
have blasphemed me, in that they have com- 
mitted a trespass against me. For when I 
had brought them into the land, for the 
which I lifted up mine hand to give it to 
them, then they saw every high hill, and all 
the thick trees, and they offered there their 
sacrifices, and there they presented the 
provocation of their offering: there also they 
made their sweet savour, and poured out 
• there their drink offerings. Then I said unto 
them, What is the high place whereunto ye 
go? And the name thereof is called Bamah 
unto this day. Wherefore say unto the house 
of Israel, Thus saith the Lord God; Are ye 
polluted after the manner of your fathers? 
and commit ye whoredom after their abo- 
minations? For when ye offer your gifts, 
when ye make your sons to pass through the 
fire, ye pollute yourselves with all your idols, 
even unto this day: and shall I be enquired 
of by you, O house of Israel? As I live, saith 
the Lord God, I will not be enquired of by 
you. And that which cometh into your mind 
shall not be at all, that ye say. We will be as 
the heathen, as the families of the countries, 
to serve wood and stone. 

As I live, saith the Lord God, surely with 
a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, 
and with fury poured out, will I rule over 
you: and I will bring you out from the 
people, and will gather you out of the coun- 
tries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty 
hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with 
fury poured out. And I will bring you into 
the wilderness of the people, and there will 
I plead with you face to face. Like as I 
pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness 
of the land of Egypt, so will I plead with you, 
saith the Lord God. And I will cause you to 
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pass under the rod, 'and' I will bring you into 
the bond of the covenant; and I will purge 
out from among you the rebels, and them 
that transgress against me : I will bring them 
forth out of the country where they sojourn, 
and they shall not enter into the land of 
Israel ; and ye shall know that I am the Lord, 
As for you, O house of Israel, thus saith the 
Lord God; Go ye, serve ye every one his 
idols, and hereafter also, if ye will not 
hearken unto me: but pollute ye my holy 
name no more with your gifts, and with your 
idols. 

For in mine holy mountain, in the moun- 
tain of the height of Israel, saith the Lord 
God, there shall all the house of Israel, all of 
them in the land, serve me: there will I 
accept them, and there will I require your 
offerings, and the firstfruits of your obla- 
tions, with all your holy things, I will accept 
you with your sweet savour, when I bring 
you out from the people, and gather you out 
of the countries wherein ye have been scat- 
tered; and I will be sanctified in you before 
the heathen. And ye shall know that I am 
the Lord, when I shall bring you into the 
land of Israel, into the country for the which 
I lifted up mine hand to give it to your 
fathers. And there shall ye remember your 
ways, and all your doings, wherein ye have 
been defiled; and ye shall lothe yourselves in 
your own sight for aH your evils that ye have 
committed. And ye shall know that lam the 
Lord, when I have wrought with you for my 
name’s sake, not according to your wicked 
ways, nor according to your corrupt doings, 
O ye house of Israel, saith the Lord God. 

Hear the Word of the Lord 

Moreover the word of the Lord came unto 
me, saying. Son of man, set thy face toward 
the south, and drop thy word toward the 
south, and prophesy against the forest of the 
south field; and say to the forest of the south, 
Hear the word of the Lord; Thus saith the 
Lord God; Behold, I will kindle a fire in 
thee, and it shall devour every green tree in 
thee, and every dry tree: the flaming flame 
shall not be quenched, and all faces from the 
south to the north shall be burned therein. 
And all flesh shall see that I the Lord have 
kindled it: it shall not be quenched. Then 
said I, Ah Lord God! they say of me. Doth he 
not speak parables? 

And the word of the Lord came unto me, 


saying, Son of man, set thy 'face toward 
Jerusalem, and drop thy word toward the 
holy places, and prophesy against the land 
of Israel, and say to the land of Israel, Thus 
saith the Lord; Behold, I am against thee, 
and will draw forth my sword out of his 
sheath, and will cut off from thee the right- 
eous and the wicked. Seeing then that I will 
cut off from thee the righteous and the 
wicked, therefore shall my sword go forth 
out of his sheath against all flesh from the 
south to the north: that all flesh may know 
that I the Lord have drawn forth my sword 
out of his sheath: it shall not return any 
more. Sigh therefore, thou son of man, with 
the breaking of thy loins ; and with bitterness 
sigh before their eyes. And it shall be, when 
they say unto thee. Wherefore sighest thou? 
that thou shalt answer. For the tidings; 
because it cometh: and every heart shall 
melt, and all hands shall be feeble, and every 
spirit shall faint, and all knees shall be weak 
as water: behold, it cometh, and shall be 
brought to pass, saith the Lord God. 

Again the word of the Lord came unto 
me, saying. Son of man, prophesy, and say. 
Thus saith the Lord; Say, A sword, a sword 
is sharpened, and also furbished : it is sharp- 
ened to make a sore slaughter; it is furbished 
that it may glitter: should we then make 
mirth? it contemneth the rod of my son, as 
every tree. And he hath given it to be fur- 
bished, that it may be handled : this sword 
is sharpened, and it is furbished, to give it 
into the hand of the slayer. Cry and howl, 
son of man: for it shall be upon my people, 
it shall be upon all the princes of Israel: 
terrors by reason of the sword shall be upon 
my people: smite therefore upon thy thigh. 
Because it is a trial, and what if the sword 
contemn even the rod? it shall be no more, 
saith the Lord God. Thou therefore, son of 
man, prophesy, and smite thine hands to- 
gether, and let the sword be doubled the third 
time, the sword of the slain: it is the sword 
of the great men that are slain, which enter- 
ed! into their privy chambers. I have set the 
point of the sword against all their gates, that 
their heart may faint, and their ruins be 
multiplied : ah! it is made bright, it is wrap- 
ped up for the slaughter. Go thee one way 
or other, either on the right hand, or on the 
left, whithersoever thy face is set. I will also 
smite mine hands together, and I will cause 
my fury to rest : I the Lord have said it. 

The word of the Lord came unto me 




, 

I 




again, saying. Also, thou son of man, appoint 
thee two ways, that the sword of the king of 
Babylon may come: both twain shall come 
forth out of one land: and choose thou a 
place, choose it at the head of the way to the 
city. Appoint a way, that the sword may 
come to Rabbath of the Ammonites, and to 
Judah in Jerusalem the defenced. For the 
king of Babylon stood at the parting of 
the way, at the head of the two ways, to use 
divination: he made his arrows bright, he 
consulted with images, he looked in the liver. 
At his right hand was the divination for 
Jerusalem, to appoint captains, to open the 
mouth in the slaughter, to lift up the voice 
with shouting, to appoint battering rams 
against the gates, to cast a mount, and to 
build a fort. And it shall be unto them as 
a false divination in their sight, to them that 
have sworn oaths: but he will call to re- 
membrance the iniquity, that they may be 
taken. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God; 
Because ye have made your iniquity to be 
remembered, in that your transgressions are 
discovered, so that in all your doings your 
sins do appear; because, I say, that ye are 
come to remembrance, ye shall be taken 
with the hand. And thou, profane wicked 
prince of Israel, whose day is come, when 
iniquity shall have an end, thus saith the 
Lord God; Remove the diadem, and take 
off the crown: this shall not be the same: 
exalt him that is low, and abase him that is 
high. I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: 
and it shall be no more, until he come whose 
right it is; and I will give it him. 

And thou, son of man, prophesy and say. 
Thus saith the Lord God concerning the 
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more remembered: for I the Lord have 
spoken it. 

My People Have Become as Dross 

Moreover the word of the Lord came unto 
me, saying. Now, thou son of man, wilt thou 
judge, wilt thou judge the bloody city? yea, 
thou shalt shew her all her abominations. 
Then say thou, Thus saith the Lord God, 
The city sheddeth blood in the midst of it, 
that her time may come, and maketh idols 
against herself to defile herself. Thou art 
become guilty in thy blood that thou hast 
shed; and hast defiled thyself in thine idols 
which thou hast made; and thou hast caused 
thy days to draw near, and art come even 
unto thy years: therefore have I made thee 
a reproach unto the heathen, and a mocking 
to all countries. Those that be near, and 
those that be far from thee, shall mock thee, 
which art infamous and much vexed. 

Behold, the princes of Israel, every one 
were in thee to their power to shed blood. 
In thee have they set light by father and 
mother : in the midst of thee have they dealt 
by oppression with the stranger : in thee have 
they vexed the’ fatherless and the widow. 
Thou hast despised mine holy things, and 
hast profaned my sabbaths. In thee are men 
that carry tales to shed blood: and in thee 
they eat upon the mountains : in the midst of 
thee they commit lewdness. In thee have 
they discovered their fathers’ nakedness : in 
thee have they humbled her that was set 
apart for pollution. And one hath commit- 
ted abomination with his neighbour’s wife; 
and another hath lewdly defiled his daughter 
in law ; and another in thee hath humbled his 


Ammonites, and concerning their reproach; sister, his father’s daughter. In thee have 
even say thou. The sword, the sword is they taken gifts to shed blood; thou hast 
drawn: for the slaughter it is furbished, to taken usury and increase, and thou hast 
consume because of the glittering: whiles greedily gained of thy neighbours by extor- 
they see vanity unto thee, whiles they divine tion, and hast forgotten me, saith the Lord 
a lie unto thee, to bring thee upon the necks God. 

of them that are slain, of the wicked, whose Behold, therefore I have smitten mine 
day is come, when their iniquity shall have hand at thy dishonest gain which thou hast 
an end. Shall I cause it to return into his made, and at thy blood which hath been in 
sheath? I will judge thee in the place where the midst of thee. Can thine heart endure, 
thou wast created, in the land of thy nativity, or can thine hands be strong, in the days that 
And I will pour out mine indignation upon I shall deal with thee? I the Lord have 
thee, I will blow against thee in the fire of my spoken it, and will do it. And I will scatter 
wrath, and deliver thee into the hand of thee among the heathen, and disperse thee 
brutish men, and skilful to destroy. Thou in the countries, and will consume thy 
shalt be for fuel to the fire; thy blood shall filthiness out of thee. And thou shalt take 
be in the midst of the land ; thou shalt be no thine inheritance in thyself in the sight of the 
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heathen, and thou shall know that I am the 
Loud. 

And the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying, Son of man, the house of Israel is to 
me become dross : all they are brass, and tin, 
and iron, and lead, in the midst of the 
furnace; they are even the dross of silver. 
Therefore thus sailh the Lord God; Because 
ye are all become dross, behold, therefore I 
will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem, 
As they gather silver, and brass, and iron, 
and lead, and tfn, into the midst of the 
furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt it; 
so will I gather you in mine anger and in my 
fury, and I will leave you there, and melt you. 
Yea, I will gather you, and blow upon you in 
the fire of my wrath, and ye shall be melted 
in the midst thereof. As silver is melted 
in the midst of the furnace, so shall ye be 
melted in the midst thereof; and ye shall 
know that I the Lord have poured out my 
fury upon you. 

And the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying. Son of man, say unto her. Thou art 
the land that is not cleansed, nor rained upon 
in the day of indignation. There is a con- 
spiracy of her prophets in the midst thereof, 
like a roaring lion ravening the prey; they 
have devoured souls; they have taken the 
treasure and precious things ; they have made 
her many widows in the midst thereof. Her 
priests have violated my law, and have pro- 
faned mine holy things: they have put no 
difference between the holy and profane, 
neither have they shewed difference between 
the unclean and the clean, and have hid their 
eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned 
among them. Her princes in the midst there- 
of are like wolves ravening the prey, to shed 
blood, and to destroy souls, to get dishonest 
gain. And her prophets have daubed them 
with untempered morter, seeing vanity, and 
divining lies unto them, saying. Thus saith 
the Lord God, when the Lord hath not 
spoken. The people of the land have used 
oppression, and exercised robbery, and have 
vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have 
oppressed the stranger wrongfully. And I 
sought for a man among them, that should 
make up the hedge, and stand in the gap 
before me for the land, that I should not 
destroy it: but I found none. Therefore 
have I poured out mine indignation upon 
them; I have consumed them with the fire 
of my wrath: their own way have I recom- 
pensed upon their heads, saith the Lord God. 


From Bad to Worse 

The word of the Lord came again unto 
me, saying. Son of man, there were two 
women, the daughters of one mother: and 
they committed whoredoms in Egypt; they 
committed whoredoms in their youth: 
there were their breasts pressed, and there 
they bruised the teats of their virginity. And 
the names of them were Aholah the elder, 
and Aholibah her sister : and they were mine, 
and they bare sons and daughters. Thus 
were their names; Samaria is Aholah, and 
Jerusalem Aholibah. 

And Aholah played the harlot when she 
was mine; and she doted on her lovers, on 
the Assyrians her neighbours, which were 
clothed with blue, captains and rulers, all of 
them desirable young men, horsemen riding 
upon horses. Thus she committed her 
whoredoms with them, with all them that 
were the chosen men of Assyria, and with all 
on whom she doted : with all their idols she 
defiled herself. Neither left she her whore- 
doms brought from Egypt : for in her youth 
they lay with her, and they bruised the 
breasts of her virginity, and poured their 
whoredom upon her. Wherefore I have 
delivered her into the hand of her lovers, 
into the hand of the Assyrians, upon whom 
she doted. These discovered her nakedness : 
they took her sons and her daughters, and 
slew her with the sword: and she became 
famous among women ; for they had executed 
judgment upon her. 

And when her sister Aholibah saw this, 
she was more corrupt in her inordinate 
love than she, and in her whoredoms more 
than her sister in her whoredoms. She doted 
upon the Assyrians her neighbours, captains 
and rulers clothed most gorgeously, horse- 
men riding upon horses, all of them desirable 
young men. Then I saw that she was defiled, 
that they took both one way, and that she 
increased her whoredoms : for when she saw 
men pourtrayed upon the wall, the images of 
the Chaldeans pourtrayed with vermilion, 
girded with girdles upon their loins, exceed- 
ing in dyed attire upon their heads, all of 
them princes to look to, after the manner of 
the Babylonians of Chaldea, the land of their 
nativity: and as soon as she saw them with 
her eyes, she doted upon them, and sent 
messengers unto them into Chaldea. And 
the Babylonians came to her into the bed of 
love, and they defiled her with their whore- 
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dom, and she was polluted with them, and hand. Thus saith the Lord God; Thou shall 
her mind was alienated from them. So she drink of thy sister’s cup deep and large : thou 
discovered her whoredoms, and discovered shall be laughed to scorn and had in derision; 
her nakedness : then my mind was alienated it containeth much. Thou shall be filled with 
from her, like as my mind was alienated from drunkenness and sorrow, with the cup ' of 
her sister. Yet she multiplied her whore- astonishment and desolation, with the cup of 
doms, in calling to remembrance the days of thy sister Samaria. Thou shall even drink it 
her youth, wherein she had played the harlot and suck it out, and thou shalt break the 
in the land of Egypt. For she doted upon sherds thereof, and pluck off thine own 
their paramours, whose flesh is as the flesh breasts: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord 
of asses, and whose issue is like the issue of God. Therefore thus saith the Lord God; 
horses. Thus thou calledst to remembrance Because thou hast forgotten me, and cast me 
the lewdness of thy youth, in bruising thy behind thy back, therefore bear thou also thy 
teats by the Egyptians for the paps of thy lewdness and thy whoredoms, 
youth. The Lord said moreover unto me ; Son of 

Therefore, O Aholibah, thus saith the man, wilt thou judge Aholah and Aholibah? 
Lord God; Behold, I will raise up thy lovers yea, declare unto them their abominations; 
against thee, from whom thy mind is alien- that they have committed adultery, and 
ated, and I will bring them against thee on blood is in their hands, and with their idols 
every side; the Babylonians, and all the have they committed adultery, and have also 
Chaldeans, Pekod, and Shoa, and Koa, and caused their sons, whom they bare unto me, 
all the Assyrians with them: all of them to pass for them through the fire, to devour 
desirable young men, captains and rulers, them. Moreover this they have done unto 
great lords and renowned, all of them riding me : they have defiled my sanctuary in the 
upon horses. And they shall come against same day, and have profaned my sabbaths, 
thee with chariots, wagons, and wheels, and For when they had slain their children to 
with an assembly of people, which shall set their idols, then they came the same day into 
against thee buckler and shield and helmet my sanctuary to profane it; and, lo, thus 
round about : and I will set judgment before have they done in the midst of mine house, 
them, and they shall judge thee according to And furthermore, that ye have sent for men 
their judgments. And I will set my jealousy to come from far, unto whom a messenger 
against thee, and they shall deal fhriously was sent ; and, lo, they came : for whom thou 
with thee: they shall take away thy nose and, didst wash thyself, paintedst thy eyes, and 
thine ears; and thy remnant shall fall by the deckedst thyself with ornaments, and satest 
sword: they shall take thy sons and thy upon a stately bed, and a table prepared 
daughters; and thy residue shall be devoured before it, whereupon thou hast set mine 
by the fire. They shall also strip thee out of incense and mine oil And a voice of a 
thy clothes, and take away thy fair jewels, multitude being at ease was with her: and 
Thus will I make thy lewdness to cease from with the men of the common sort were 
thee, and thy whoredom brought from the brought Sabeans from the wilderness, which 
land of Egypt : so that thou shalt not lift up put bracelets upon their hands, and beautiful 
thine eyes unto them, nor remember Egypt crowns upon their heads, 
any more. For thus saith the Lord God; Then said I unto her that was old in adul- 
Behold, I will deliver thee into the hand of teries. Will they now commit whoredoms 
them whom thou hatest, into the hand of with her, and she with them? Yet they went 
them from whom thy mind is alienated : and in unto her, as they go in unto a woman that 
they shall deal with thee hatefully, and shall playeth the harlot : so went they in unto 
take away all thy labour, and shah leave thee Aholah and unto Aholibah, the lewd women, 
naked and bare: and the nakedness of thy And the righteous men, they shall judge 
whoredoms shall be discovered, both thy them after the manner of adulteresses, and 
lewdness and thy whoredoms. after the manner of women that shed blood; 

I will do these things unto thee, because because they are adulteresses, and blood is 
thou hast gone a whoring after the heathen, in their hands. For thus saith the Lord God; 
and because thou art polluted with their I will bring up a company upon them, and 
idols. Thou hast walked in the way of thy will give them to be removed and spoiled, 
sister; therefore will I give her cup into thine And the company shall stone them with 
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stones, and dispatch them with their swords; 
they shall slay their sons and their daughters, 
and burn up their houses with fire. Thus will 
I cause lewdness to cease out of the land, 
that all women may be taught not to do after 
your lewdness. ■ And they shall recompense 
your lewdness upon you, and ye shall bear 
the sins of your idols : and ye shall know that 
I am the Lord God. 

A Last Message to the City 

Again in the ninth year, in the tenth 
month, in the tenth day of the month, the 
word of the Lord came unto me, saying. Son 
. of man, write thee the name of the day, even 
of this same day: the king of Babylon set 
himself against Jerusalem this same day. 
And utter a parable unto the rebellious 
house, and say unto them. Thus saith the 
Lord God; Set on a pot, set it on, and also 
pour water into it: gather the pieces thereof 
into it, even every good piece, the thigh, and 
the shoulder; fill it with the choice bones. 
Take the choice of the flock, and bum also 
the bones under it, and make it boil well, and 
let them seethe the bones of it therein. 

Wherefore thus saith the Lord God; Woe 
to the bloody dty, to the pot whose scum is 
therein, and whose scum is not gone out of 
it! bring it out piece by piece; let no lot fall 
upon it. For her blood is in the midst of her ; 
she set it upon the top of a rock; she poured 
it not upon the ground, to cover it with dust ; 
that it might cause fury to come up to take 
vengeance ; I have set her blood upon the top 
of a rock, that it should not be covered. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord God; Woe to 
the bloody dty! I will even make the pile 
for fire great. Heap on wood, kindle the fire, 
consume the flesh, and spice it well, and let 
the bones be burned. Then set it empty 
upon the coals thereof, that the brass of it 
may be hot, and may bum, and that the 
filthiness of it may be molten in it, that the 
scum of it may be consumed. She hath 
wearied herself with lies, and her great scum 
went not forth out of her : her scum shall be 
in the fire. In thy filthiness is lewdness: 
because I have purged thee, and thou wast 
not purged, thou shalt not be purged from 
thy filthiness any more, dll I have caused my 


fury to rest upon thee. I the Lord have 
spoken it : it shall come to pass, and I will do 
it; I will not go back, neither will I spare, 
neither will I repent; according to thy ways, 
and according to thy doings, shall they judge 
thee, saith the Lord God. 

The Shadow of Death 

Also the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying. Son of man, behold, I take away from 
thee the desire of thine eyes with a stroke: 
yet neither shalt thou mourn nor weep, 
neither shall thy tears run down. Forbear to 
cry, make no mourning for the dead, bind 
the tire of thine head upon thee, and put on 
thy shoes upon thy feet, and cover not thy 
lips, and eat not the bread of men. So I 
spake unto the people in the morning : and at 
even my wife died; and I did in the morning 
as I was commanded. 

And the people said unto me. Wilt thou 
not tell us what these things are to us, that 
thou doest so? Then I answered them, The 
word of the Lord came unto me, saying. 
Speak unto the house of Israel, Thus saith 
the Lord God; Behold, I will profane my 
sanctuary, the excellency of your strength, the 
desire of your eyes, and that which your soul 
pitieth; and your sons and your daughters 
whom ye have left shall fall by the sword. 
And ye shall do as I have done: ye shall not 
cover your lips, nor eat the bread of men. 
And your tires shall be upon your heads, and 
your shoes upon your feet: ye shall not 
mourn nor weep ; but ye shall pine away for 
your iniquities, and mourn one toward 
another. Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign: 
according to all that he hath done shall ye do : 
and when this cometh, ye shall know that I 
am the Lord God. 

Also, thou son of man, shall it not be in 
the day when I take from diem their strength, 
the joy of their glory, the desire of their eyes, 
and that whereupon they set their minds, 
their sons and their daughters, that he that 
escapeth in that day shall come unto thee, to 
cause thee to hear it with thine ears ? In that 
day shall thy mouth be opened to him which 
is escaped, and thou shalt speak, and be no 
more dumb: and thou shalt be a sign unto 
them; and they shall know that I am the Lord. 


CHANGES THAT MUST SURELY COME 

THE WORKING-OUT OF THE DIVINE PURPOSE 

EZEKIEL CHAPTERS 25, i— 32, 32 

Why this break in the story of the People of God? What has the judgement of the nations 
beyond the borders of Israel to do with the revelation of God? A very great deal It 
shows that the moral law which was operating in Israel , and which the fall of Jerusalem 
brought clearly to lights is not confined to Israel , but is operative throughout the world . 
The little states of Ammon , Moab> and Edom are under it. So are empires like Egypt , 
cities like Tyre y and individuals like Pharaoh . They may for a time profanely deny it> 
and even draw some temporary advantage in power ^ and profit from a policy of 
cruel brutality } arrogant domination 5 and pitiless commercialism; but in the end these 
things will bring destruction to them . 

T HE word of the Lord came again nations. And I will execute judgments upon 
unto me, saying. Son of man, set Moab; and they shall know that I am the 
thy face against the Ammonites, Lord. 

and prophesy against them; and Thus saith the Lord God; Because that 
say unto the Ammonites, Hear the word Edom hath dealt against the house of Judah 
of the Lord God ; Thus saith the Lord God ; by taking vengeance, and hath greatly offend- 
Because thou saidst. Aha, against my sane- ed, and revenged himself upon them; there- 
tuary, when it was profaned; and against the fore thus saith the Lord God; I will also 
land of Israel, when it was desolate; and stretch out mine hand upon Edom, and will 
against the house of Judah, when they went cut off man and beast from it; and I will 
into captivity; behold, therefore I will de- make it desolate from Texnan; and they of 
liver thee to the men of the east for a posses- Dedan shall fall by the sword. And I will 
sion, and they shall set their palaces in thee, lay my vengeance upon Edom by the hand 
and make their dwellings in thee: they shall of my people Israel: and they shall do in 
eat thy fruit, and they shall drink thy milk. Edom according to mine anger and accord- 
And I will make Rabbah a stable for camels, ing to my fury; and they shall know my 
and the Ammonites a couchingplace for vengeance, saith the Lord God. 
flocks : and ye shall know that I am the Lord. Thus saith the Lord God ; Because the 
For thus saith the Lord God; Because thou Philistines have dealt by revenge, and have 
hast clapped thine hands, and stamped with taken vengeance with a despiteful heart, to 
the feet, and rejoiced in Heart with all thy destroy it for the old hatred; therefore thus 
despite against the land of Israel; behold, saith the Lord God; Behold, I will stretch 
therefore I will stretch out mine hand upon out mine hand upon the Philistines, and I 
thee, and will deliver thee for a spoil to the will cut off the Cherethims, and destroy the 
heathen; and I will cut thee off from the remnant of the sea coast. And I will execute 
people, and I will cause thee to perish out of great vengeance upon them with furious 
the countries : I will destroy thee; and thou rebukes; and they shall know that I am the 
shalt know that I am the Lord. Lord, when I shall lay my vengeance upon 

Thus saith the Lord God; Because that them. ' : 

Moab and Seir do say. Behold, the house of 
Judah is like unto all the heathen; therefore, Yvre 
behold, I will open the side: of .Moab from 

the cities, from his cities which are on his And it came to pass in the eleventh year, 
frontiers, the glory of the country, Beth- in the first day of the month, that the word 
jeshimoth, Baal-meon, and Kiriathaim, unto of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of 
the men of the east with the Ammonites, and man, because that Tyras hath said against 
will give them in possession, that the Am- Jerusalem, Aha, she is broken that was the 
monites may not be remembered among the gates of the people: she is turned unto me: 
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I shall be replenished, now she is laid waste; 
.therefore thus saith the Lord God; Behold, 

I am against thee, O Tyras, and will cause 
many nations to come up against thee, as the 
sea causeth his waves to come up* And they 
shall destroy the walls of Tyras, and break 
down her towers: I win also scrape her dust 
from' her, and make her like the top of a rock. 
It shall be a place for the spreading of nets 
in the midst of the sea : for I have spoken it, 
saith the Lord God; and it shall become a 
spoil to the nations. And her daughters 
which are in the field shall be slain by the 
sword; and they shall know that I am the 
Lord. 

The Fall of Tyre 

For thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I 
will bring upon Tyras Nebuchadrezzar king 
of Babylon, a king of kings, from the north, 
with horses, and with chariots, and with 
horsemen, and companies, and much people. 
He shall slay with the sword thy daughters 
in the field : and he shall make a fort against 
thee, and cast a mount against thee, and lift 
up the buckler against thee. And he shall set 
engines of war against thy walls, and with his 
axes he shall break down thy towers. By 
reason of the abundance of his horses their 
dust shall cover thee ; thy walls shall shake at 
the noise of the horsemen, and of the wheels, 
and of the chariots, when he shall enter into 
thy gates, as men enter into a city wherein is 
made a breach. With the hoofs of his horses 
shall he tread down all thy streets: he shall 
slay thy people by the sword, and thy strong 
garrisons shall go down to the ground. And 
they shall make a spoil of thy riches, and 
make a prey of thy merchandise: and they 
shall break down thy walls, and destroy thy 
pleasant houses : and they shall lay thy stones 
and thy timber and thy dust in the midst of 
the water. And I will cause the noise of thy 
songs to cease; and the sound of thy harps 
shall be no more heard. And I will make 
thee like the top of a rock: thou shalt be a 
place to spread nets upon; thou shalt be 
built no more : for I the Lord have spoken it, 
saith the Lord God. 

Thus saith the Lord God to Tyras; Shall 
not the isles shake at the sound of thy fall, 
when the wounded ary, when the slaughter 
is made in the midst of thee? Then all the 
princes of the sea shall come down from 
their thrones, and lay away their robes, and 


put off their broidered garments : they shall 
clothe themselves with trembling; they shall 
sit upon the ground, and shall tremble at 
every moment, and be astonished at thee. 
And they shall take up a lamentation for 
thee, and say to thee. How art thou destroy- 
ed, that wast inhabited of seafaring men, the 
renowned city, which wast strong in the sea, 
she and her inhabitants, which cause their 
terror to be on all that haunt it! Now shall 
the isles tremble in the day of thy fall; yea, 
the isles that are in the sea shall be troubled 
at thy departure. 

For thus saith the Lord God; When I 
shall make thee a desolate city, like the cities 
that are not inhabited; when I shall bring up 
the deep upon thee, and great waters shall 
cover thee; when I shall bring thee down 
with them that descend into the pit, with the 
people of old time, and shall set thee in the 
low parts of the earth, in places desolate of 
old, with them that go down to the pit, that 
thou be not inhabited; and I shall set glory 
in the land of the living; I win make thee a 
terror, and thou shalt be no more: though 
thou be sought for, yet shalt thou never be 
found again, saith the Lord God. 

A Lamentation for Tyre 

The word of the Lord came again unto 
me, saying, Now, thou son of man, take up 
a lamentation for Tyras ; and say unto Tyras, 
O thou that art situate at the entry of the sea, 
which art a merchant of the people for many 
isles. Thus saith the Lord God; O Tyras, 
thou hast said, I am of perfect beauty. Thy 
borders are in the midst of the seas, thy 
builders have perfected thy beauty. They 
have made all thy ship boards of fir trees of 
Senir: they have taken cedars from Lebanon 
to make masts for thee. Of the oaks of Bashan 
have they made thine oars; the company of 
the Ashurites have made thy benches of 
ivory, brought out of the isles of Chittim. 
Fine linen with broidered work from Egypt 
was that which thou spreadest forth to be 
thy sail; blue and purple from the isles of 
Elishah was that which covered thee. The 
inhabitants of Zidon and Arvad were thy 
mariners : thy wise men, O Tyras, that were 
in thee, were thy pilots. The ancients of 
Gebal and the wise men thereof were in thee 
thy calkers : all the ships of the sea with their 
mariners were in thee to occupy thy mer- 
chandise. They of Persia and of Lud and of 
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WILL IT BE AN AGE OF UNRIVALLED TRADE? 


Will the nations , eager to increase their wealth , develop and pursue commerce , until , 
like Tyre in the Bible story , trade is no longer an exchange of goods in a spirit of good- 
will, but an unrestrained, unprincipled, and merciless form of aggression, with every 
unworthy advantage a matter for boasting? 


Phut were in thine army* thy men of war: 
they hanged the shield and helmet in thee; 
they set forth thy comeliness. The men of 
Arvad with thine army were upon thy walls 
round about* and the Gammadims were in 
thy towers : they hanged their shields upon 
thy walls round about; they have made thy 
beauty perfect. 

Tarshish was thy merchant by reason of 
the multitude of all kind of riches; with 
silver* iron* tin* and lead* they traded in thy 
fairs. Javan* Tubal* and Meshech* they 
were thy merchants : they traded the persons 


of men and vessels of brass in thy market. 
They of the house of Togarmah traded in 
thy fairs with horses and horsemen and 
mules. The men of Dedan were thy mer- 
chants; many isles were the merchandise of 
thine hand : they brought thee for a present 
horns of ivory and ebony. Syria was thy 
merchant by reason of the multitude of the 
wares of thy making: they occupied in thy 
fairs with emeralds* purple* and broidered 
work* and fine linen* and coral* and agate. 
Judah* and the land of Israel, they were thy 
merchants : they traded in thy market wheat 
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of Miimith, and Fannag, and honey, and oil, 
and balm. Damascus was thy merchant in 
the multitude of the wares of thy making, 
for the multitude of ah riches; in the wine of 
Helbon, and white wool. Dan also and Javan 
going to and fro occupied in thy fairs : bright 
iron, cassia, and calamus, were in thy market. 
Dedan was thy merchant in precious clothes 
for chariots. Arabia, and all the princes of 
Kedar, they occupied with thee in lambs, 
and rams, and goats : in these were they thy 
merchants. The merchants of Sheba and 
Raamah, they were thy merchants: they 
occupied In thy fairs with chief of all spices, 
and with all precious stones, and gold. 
Haran, and Canneh, and Eden, the mer- 
chants of Sheba, Asshur, and Chilmad, were 
thy merchants. These were thy merchants 
in ah sorts of things, in blue clothes, and 
broidered work, and in chests of rich apparel, 
bound with cords, and made of cedar, among 
thy merchandise. The ships of Tarshish did 
sing of thee in thy market: and thou wast 
replenished, and made very glorious in the 
midst of the seas. 

Thy rowers have brought thee into great 
waters: the east wind hath broken thee in 
the midst of the seas. Thy riches, and thy 
fairs, thy merchandise, thy mariners, and thy 
pilots, thy calkers, and the occupiers of thy 
merchandise, and all thy men of war, that 
are in thee, and in all thy company which 
is in the midst of thee, shall fail into the 
midst of the seas in the day of thy ruin. The 
suburbs shall shake at the sound of the cry 
of thy pilots. And all that handle the oar, the 
mariners, and all the pilots, of the sea, shall 
come down from their ships, they shall stand 
upon the land; and shall cause their voice to 
be heard against thee, and shall cry bitterly, 
and shall cast up dust upon their heads, they 
shall wallow themselves in the ashes: and 
they shall make themselves utterly bald for 
thee, and gird them with sackcloth, and they 
shall weep for thee with bitterness of heart 
and bitter wailing. And in their wailing they 
shall take up a lamentation for thee, and 
lament over thee, saying. What city is like 
Tyrus, like the destroyed in the midst of the 
sea? When thy wares went forth out of the 
seas, thou filledst many people; thou didst 
enrich the kings of the earth with the multi- 
tude of thy riches and of thy merchandise, In 
the time when thou shall be broken by the 
seas in the depths of the waters thy merchan- 
dise and all thy company in the midst of thee 


shall fall. Ail the inhabitants of the isles shall 
be astonished at thee, and their kings shall 
be sore afraid, they shall be troubled in their 
countenance. The merchants among the 
people shall hiss at thee; thou shalt be a 
terror, and never shalt be any more. 

The word of the Lord came again unto 
me, saying. Son of man, say unto the prince 
of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord God; Because 
thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, 
I am a God, I sit in the seat of God, in the 
midst of the seas ; yet thou art a man, and not 
God, though thou set thine heart as the 
heart of God: behold, thou art wiser than 
Daniel; there is no secret that they can hide 
from thee : with thy wisdom and with thine 
understanding thou hast gotten thee riches, 
and hast gotten gold and silver into thy 
treasures : by thy great wisdom and by thy 
traffick hast thou increased thy riches, and 
thine heart is lifted up because of thy riches : 
therefore thus saith the Lord God; Because 
thou hast set thine heart as the heart of God; 
behold, therefore I will bring strangers upon 
thee, the terrible of the nations: and they 
shall draw their swords against the beauty of 
thy wisdom, and they shall defile thy bright- 
ness, They shall bring thee down to the pit, 
and thou shalt die the deaths of them that are 
slain in the midst of the seas. Wilt thou yet 
say before him that slayeth thee, I am God? 
but thou shalt be a man, and no God, in the 
hand of Mm that slayeth thee. Thou shalt 
die the deaths of the uncircumcised by the 
hand of strangers : for I have spoken it, saith 
the Lord God. 

Moreover the word of the Lord came unto 
me, saying. Son of man, take up a lamenta- 
tion upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto 
him. Thus saith the Lord God ; Thou sealest 
up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in 
beauty. Thou hast been in Eden the garden 
of God; every precious stone was thy cover- 
ing, the sardius, topaz, arid the diamond, the 
beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, 
the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: 
the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy 
pipes was prepared in thee in the day that 
thou wast created. Thou art the anointed 
cherub that covereth ; and I have set thee so : 
thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; 
thou hast walked up and down in the midst 
of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in 
thy ways from the day that thou wast created, 
till iniquity was found in thee. By the multi- 
tude of thy merchandise they have filled the 
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midst of thee with violence, and thou hast 
sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane 
out of the mountain of God: and I will 
destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the 
midst of the stones of fire* Thine heart was 
lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast 
corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy 
brightness : I will cast thee to the ground, I 
will lay thee before kings, that they may 
behold thee. Thou hast defiled thy sanc- 
tuaries by the multitude of thine ini quities, 
by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will 
I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, 
it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to 
ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them 
that behold thee. All they that know thee 
among the people shall be astonished at thee : 
thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou 
be any more. 

Zidon 

Again the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying. Son of man, set thy face against 
Zidon, and prophesy against it, and say. 
Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am 
against thee, O Zidon; and I will be glorified 
in the midst of thee: and they shall know 
that I am the Lord, when I shall have 
executed judgments in her, and shall be 
sanctified in her. For I will send into her 
pestilence, and blood into her streets; and 
the wounded shall be judged in the midst of 
her by the sword upon her on every side ; and 
they shall know that I am the Lord. And 
there shall be no more a pricking brier unto 
the house of Israel, nor any grieving thorn of 
all that are round about them, that despised 
them; and they shall know that I am the 
Lord God. 

Thus saith the Lord God; When I shall 
have gathered the house of Israel from the 
people among whom they are scattered, and 
shall be sanctified in them in the sight of the 
heathen, then shall they dwell in their land 
that I have given to my servant Jacob. And 
they shall dwell safely therein, and shall 
build houses, and plant vineyards; yea, they 
shall dwell with confidence, when I have 
executed judgments upon, all those that 
despise them round about them; and they 
shall know that I am the Lord their God. 

Egypt 

In the tenth year, in the tenth month, in 
the twelfth day of the month, the word of the 
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Lord came unto me, saying. Son of man, set 
thy face against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and 
prophesy against him, and against all Egypt: 
speak, and say. Thus saith the Lord God; 
Behold, I am against thee, Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, the great dragon that lieth in the 
midst of his rivers, which hath said. My 
river is mine own, and I have made it for 
myself. But I will put hooks in thy jaws, and 
I will cause the fish of thy rivers to stick unto 
thy scales, and I will bring thee up out of the 
midst of thy rivers, and all the fish of thy 
rivers shall stick unto thy scales. And I will 
leave thee thrown into the wilderness, thee 
and all the fish of thy rivers : thou shalt fall 
upon the open fields; thou shalt not be 
brought together, nor gathered : I have given' 
thee for meat to the beasts of the field and 
to the fowls of the heaven. And all the inhabi- 
tants of Egypt shall know that I am the Lord, 
because they have been a staff of reed to the 
house of Israel. When they took hold of thee 
by thy hand, thou didst break, and rend all 
their shoulder: and when they leaned upon 
thee, thou brakest, and madest all their loins 
to be at a stand. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God; 
Behold, I will bring a sword upon thee,. and 
cut off man and beast out of thee. And the 
land of Egypt shall be desolate and waste; 
and they shall know that I am the Lord: 
because he hath said. The river is mine, and 
I have made it. Behold, therefore I am 
against thee, and against thy rivers, and I 
will make the land of Egypt utterly waste 
and desolate, from the tower of Syene even 
unto the border of Ethiopia. No foot of man 
shall pass through it, nor foot of beast shall 
pass through it, neither shall it be inhabited 
forty years. And I will make the land of 
Egypt desolate in the midst of the countries 
that are desolate, and her cities among the 
cities that are laid waste shall be desolate 
forty years : and I will scatter the Egyptians 
among the nations, and will disperse them 
through the countries. 

Yet thus saith the Lord God; At the end 
of forty years will I gather the Egyptians 
from the people whither they were scattered : 
and I will bring again the captivity of Egypt, 
and will cause them to return into the land of 
Pathros, into the land of their habitation; 
and they shall be there a base kingdom. It 
shall be the basest of the kingdoms; neither 
shall it exalt itself any more above the nations : 
for I will diminish them, that they shall no 
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more rule over the nations. And it shall be 
no more the confidence of the house of 
Israel, which bringeth their iniquity to 
remembrance, when they shall look after 
them; but they shall know that I am the 
Lord God, 

And it came to pass in the seven and 
twentieth year, in the first month, in the 
first day of the month, the word of the Lord 
came unto me saying. Son of man, Nebu- 
chadrezzar king of Babylon caused his army 
to serve a great service against Tyrus: every 
head was made bald, and every shoulder was 
peeled ; yet had he no wages, nor his army, 
for Tyrus, for the service that he had served 
against it ; therefore thus saith the Lord God ; 
Behold, I will give the land of Egypt unto 
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon; and he 
shall take her multitude, and take her spoil, 
and take her prey; and it shall be the wages 
for his army. I have given him the land of 
Egypt for his labour wherewith he served 
against it, because they wrought for me, 
saith the Lord God. 

In that day will I cause the horn of the 
house of Israel to bud forth, and I will give 
thee the opening of the mouth in the midst 
of them; and they shall know that I am the 
Lord, 

The word of the Lord came again unto me, 
saying. Son of man, prophesy and say. Thus 
saith the Lord God; Howl ye. Woe worth 
the day! For the day is near, even the day of 
the Lord is near, a cloudy day; it shall be the 
time of the heathen. And the sword shall 
come upon Egypt, and great pain shall be in 
Ethiopia, when the slain shall fall in Egypt, 
and they shall take away her multitude, and 
her foundations shall be broken down. Ethi- 
opia, and Libya, and Lydia, and all the 
mingled people, and Chub, and the men of 
the land that is in league, shall fall with them 
by the sword. 

Thus saith the Lord; They also that up- 
hold Egypt shall fall; and the pride of her 
power shall come down : from the tower of 
Syene shall they fall in it by the sword, saith 
the Lord God. And they shall be desolate in 
the midst of the countries that are desolate, 
and her cities shall be in the midst of the 
cities that are wasted. And they shall know 
that I am the Lord, when I have set a fire in 
Egypt, and when all her helpers shall be 
destroyed. In that day shall messengers go 
forth from me in ships to make the careless 
Ethiopians afraid, and great pain shall come 


upon them, as in the day of Egypt ; for, lo, it 
cometh. 

Thus saith the Lord God; I will also make 
the multitude of Egypt to cease by the hand 
of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon. He and 
his people with him, the terrible of the 
nations, shall be brought to destroy the land: 
and they shall draw their swords against 
Egypt, and fill the land with the slain. And 
I will make the rivers dry, and sell the land 
into the hand of the wicked : and I will make 
the land waste, and all that is therein, by the 
hand of strangers : I the Lord have spoken it. 

Thus saith the Lord God; I will also 
destroy the idols, and I will cause their 
images to cease out of Noph; and there shall 
be no more a prince of the land of Egypt: 
and I will put a fear in the land of Egypt. 
And I will make Pathros desolate, and will 
set fire in Zoan, and will execute judgments 
in No. And I will pour my fury upon Sin, 
the strength of Egypt; and I will cut off the 
multitude of No. And I will set fire in 
Egypt: Sin shall have great pain, and No 
shall be rent asunder, and Noph shall have 
distresses daily. The young men of Aven 
and of Pi-beseth shall fall by the sword : and 
these cities shall go into captivity. At 
Tehaphnehes also the day shall be darkened, 
when I shall break there the yokes of Egypt: 
and the pomp of her strength shall cease in 
her: as for her, a cloud shall cover her, and 
her daughters shall go into captivity. Thus 
will I execute judgments in Egypt : and they 
shall know that I am the Lord. 

And it came to pass in the eleventh year, 
in the first month, in the seventh day of the 
month, that the word of the Lord came unto 
me, saying. Son of man, I have broken the 
arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and, lo, it 
shall not be bound up to be healed, to put a 
roller to bind it, to make it strong to hold the 
sword. Therefore thus saith the Lord God; 
Behold, I am against Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
and will break his arms, the strong, and that 
which was broken; and I will cause the 
sword to fall out of his hand. And I will 
scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and 
will disperse them through the countries. 
And I will strengthen the arms of the king of 
Babylon, and put my sword in his hand : but 
I will break Pharaoh’s arms, and he shall 
groan before him with the groanings of a 
deadly wounded man. But I will strengthen 
the arms of the king of Babylon, and the 
arms of Pharaoh shall fall down; and they 
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shall know that I am the Lord, when I shall Upon Ms rain shall all the fowls of the 
put my sword into the hand of the king of heaven remain, and all the beasts of the field 
Babylon, and he shall stretch it out upon the shall be upon Ms branches : to the end that 
land of Egypt. And I will scatter the Egyp- none of all the trees by the waters exalt 
tians among the nations, and disperse them themselves for their height, neither shoot up 
among the countries; and they shall know their top among the thick boughs, neither 
that I am the Lord. their trees stand up in their height, all that 

drink water : for they are all delivered unto 

Pharaoh Kim of EsvPt death > t0 nethe r parts of the earth, in the 

* J * yF midst of the cMldren of men, with them that 

And it came to pass in the eleventh year, go down to the pit. 
in the third month, in the first day. of the Thus saith the Lord God; In the day 
month, that the word of the Lord came when he went down to the grave I caused a 
unto me, saying. Son of man, speak unto mourning: I covered the deep for him, and I 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and to Ms multitude; restrained the floods thereof, and the great 
Whom art thou like in thy greatness? Behold, waters were stayed: and I caused Lebanon 
the Assyrian was a cedar in Lebanon with fair to mourn for Mm, and all the trees of the 
branches, and with a shadowing shroud, and field fainted for him. I made the nations to 
of an Mgh stature; and Ms top was among the shake at the sound of his fall, when I cast 
tMck boughs. The waters made him great, him down to hell with them that descend 
the deep set Mm up on Mgh with her rivers into the pit: and all the trees of Eden, the 
running round about Ms plants, and sent out choice and best of Lebanon, all that drink 
her little rivers unto all the trees of the field, water, shall be comforted in the nether parts 
Therefore Ms height was exalted above all of the earth. They also went down into hell 
the trees of the field, and Ms boughs were with Mm unto them that be slain with the 
multiplied, and Ms branches became long sword; and they that were his arm, that 
because of the multitude of waters, when he dwelt under Ms shadow in the midst of the 
shot forth. All the fowls of heaven made heathen. 

their nests in Ms boughs, and under Ms To whom art thou thus like in glory and 
branches did all the beasts of the field bring in greatness among the trees of Eden? yet 
forth their young, and under Ms shadow shalt thou be brought down with the trees of 
dwelt all great nations. Thus was he fair in Eden unto the nether parts of the earth: thou 
Ms greatness, in the length of Ms branches : shalt lie in the midst of the uncircumcised 
for Ms root was by great waters. The cedars with them that be slain by the sword. This 
in the garden of God could not hide Mm: is Pharaoh and all Ms multitude, saith the 
the fix trees were not like Ms boughs, and Lord God. 

the chesnut trees were not like Ms branches; And it came to pass in the twelfth year, in 
nor any tree in the garden of God was like the twelfth month, in the first day of the 
unto him in Ms beauty. I have made Mm month, that the word of the Lord came unto 
fair by the multitude of Ms branches : so me, saying. Son of man, take up a lamenta- 
that all the trees of Eden, that were in the tion for Pharaoh king of Egypt, and say unto 
garden of God, envied him. him. Thou art like a young lion of the nations. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God ; and thou art as a whale in the seas : and thou 
Because thou hast lifted up thyself in height, earnest forth with thy rivers, and troubledst 
and he hath shot up Ms top among the tMck the waters with thy feet, and fouledst their 
boughs, and Ms heart is lifted up in Ms rivers. Thus saith the Lord God; I will 
height; I have therefore delivered Mm into therefore spread out my net over thee with 
the hand of the mighty one of the heathen; a company of many people; and they shall 
he shall surely deal with him: I have driven bring thee up in my net. Then will I leave 
him out for Ms wickedness. And strangers, thee upon the land, I will cast thee forth 
the terrible of the nations, have cut him off, upon the open field, and will cause all the 
and have left him : upon the mountains and fowls of the heaven to remain upon thee, and 
in all the valleys Ms branches are fallen, and I will fill the beasts of the whole earth with 
Ms boughs are broken by all the rivers of the thee. And I will lay thy flesh upon the 
land; and all the people of the earth are gone mountains, and fill the valleys with thy 
down from Ms shadow, and have left him. height. 1 will also water with thy blood the 
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land wherein thou swimmest* even to the 
mountains; and' the rivers shall be Ml of 
thee. And when I shall put thee out* I will 
cover the heaven* and make the stars thereof 
dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud* and 
the moon shall not give her light. All the 
bright lights of heaven will I make dark over 
thee* and set darkness upon thy land* saith 
the Lord God. I will also vex the hearts of 
many people* when I shall bring thy destruc- 
tion among the nations* into the countries 
which thou hast not known. Yea* I wl 
make • many people amazed at thee* and 
their kings shall be horribly afraid for thee* 
when I shall brandish my sword before 
them* and they shall tremble at every 
moment* every man for his own life* in the 
day of thy fall. 

For thus saith the Lord God; The sword 
of the king of Babylon shall come upon thee. 
By the swords of the mighty will I cause thy 
multitude to fall* the terrible of the nations* 
all of them : and they shall spoil the pomp of 
Egypt, and all the multitude thereof shall be 
destroyed. I will destroy also all the beasts 
thereof from beside the great waters ; neither 
shall the foot of man trouble them any more* 
nor the hoofs of beasts trouble them. Then 
will I make their waters deep* and cause 
their rivers to run like oil* saith the Lord 
'God. When I shall make the land of Egypt 
desolate*' and the country shall be destitute 
of that whereof it was full* when I shall 
smite all them that dwell therein* then shall 
they know that I am the Lord. This is the 
lamentation wherewith they shall lament her : 
the daughters of the nations shall lament her : 
they shall lament for her* even for Egypt* and 
for all her multitude* saith the Lord God. 

It came to pass also in the twelfth year* 
in the fifteenth day of the month* that the 
word of the Lord came unto me* saying* Son 
of man* wail for the multitude of Egypt* and 
cast them down* even her* arid the daughters 
of the famous nations* unto the nether parts 
of the earth* with them that go down into 
the pit. Whom dost thou pass in beauty? go 
down* and be thou laid with the iincircum- 
cised. They shall fall in the midst of them 
that are slain by the sword : she is delivered 
to the sword: draw her and all her multi- 
tudes. The strong among the mighty shall 
speak to him out of the midst of hell with 
them that help him: they are gone down* 
they lie uncircumcised* slain by the sword. 


Asshur is there and all her company: his 
graves are about him : all of them slain* fallen 
by the sword: whose graves are set in the 
sides of the pit* and her company is round 
about her grave: all of them slain* fallen by 
the sword* which caused terror in the land 
of the living. 

There is Elam and all her multitude round 
about her grave* all of them slain* fallen by 
the sword* which are gone down uncircum- 
cised into the nether parts of the earth* 
which caused their terror in the land of the 
living ; yet have they borne their shame with 
them that go down to the pit. They have set 
her a bed in the midst of the slain with all her 
multitude : her graves are round about him: 
all of them uncircumcised* slain by the 
sword : though their terror was caused in the 
land of the living* yet have they borne their 
shame with them that go down to the pit : he 
is put in the midst of them that be slain. 

There is Meshech* Tubal* and all her 
multitude: her graves are round about him: 
all of them uncircumcised* slain by the 
sword* though they caused their terror in 
the land of the living. And they shall not lie 
with the mighty that are fallen of the uncir- 
cumcised* which are gone down to hell with 
their weapons of war: and they have Md 
their swords under their heads* but their 
iniquities shall be upon their bones* though 
they were the terror of the mighty in the 
land of the living. Yea* thou shalt be broken 
in the midst of the uncircumcised* and 
shalt lie with them that are slain with the 
sword. There is Edom* her kings* and all 
her princes* which with their might are laid 
by them that were slain by the sword: they 
shall lie with the uncircumdsed, and with 
them that go down to the pit. There be the 
princes of the north* all of them* and all 
the Zidonians* which are gone down with the 
slain; with their terror they are ashamed of 
their might; and they lie uncircumdsed 
with them that be slain by the sword, and 
bear their shame with them that go down to 
the pit. 

Pharaoh shall see them* and shall be com- 
forted over all his multitude* even Pharaoh 
and all his army slain by the sword* saith the 
Lord God. For I have caused my terror in 
the land of the living : and he shall be laid in 
the midst of the undrcumcised with them 
that are slain with the sword* even Pharaoh 
and all his multitude* saith the Lord God. 


A COMING ERA 

THE CHARACTER OF THE NEW WORLD-ORDER 
AND THE FORCES THAT WILL CREATE IT 


EZEKIEL CHAPTERS 33, i-48, 35 

The fall of Jerusalem marked the end of a type of civilization that had gone wrong* 
It was developing on lines contrary to the Divine Will, and it broke down . Humanity 
must make a new starts and it must begin by recovering the fundamental truth of its 
relation to God . That is the outstanding revelation of the Exile . It is also the essential 
primary consideration that must govern any plan for the creation of anew order , if that 
order is to have any hope of success ; Without a true and lively sense of mankind's 
divine dignity and destiny, no scheme can succeed . That is why Ezekiel gives such 
prominence to the symbol of this relationship . He knows it is vital to the existence and 
development of the human race . But, unfortunately, mankind is slow to see the grandeur 
and significance of the Prophet's vision . It sees, in the chapters of his book, the plan 
of a temple, and nothing more, when what we believe he would have us see is a new 
world-order symbolized by a temple because life is therein dedicated and devoted to 
God . Then life would be wonderful because it was worshipful . For in, and through , and 
from, the worship of the living God — if we only knew it, and worshipped Him as we 
should— flow those streams of vitalizing, creative energy which make a new world . 

M GAIN the word of the Lord came his iniquity; but his blood will I require at 

/H| unto me 3 saying. Son of man, speak thine hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the 
to the children of thy people, and wicked of his way to turn from it; if he 
JL A say unto them, When I bring the do not turn from his way, he shall die in 
sword upon aland, if the people of the his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy 
land take a man of their coasts, and set soul. 

him for their watchman : if when he seeth Therefore, O thou son of man, speak unto 
the sword come upon the land, he blow the the house of Israel; Thus ye speak, saying, 
trumpet, and warn the people; then whoso- If our transgressions and our sins be upon us, 
ever heareth the sound of the trumpet, and and we pine away in them, how should we 
taketh not warning; if the sword come, and then live? Say unto them. As I live, saith 
take him away, his blood shall be upon his the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the 
own head. He heard the sound of the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn 
trumpet, and took not warning; his blood from his way and live : turn ye, turn ye from 
shall be upon him. But he that taketh warn- your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house 
mg shall deliver his soul. But if the watch- of Israel? Therefore, thou son of man, say 
man see the sword come, and blow not the unto the children of thy people. The right- 
trumpet, and the people be not warned; if eousness of the righteous shall not deliver 
the sword come, and take any person from him in the day of his transgression : as for the 
among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall 
but his blood will I require at the watchman’s thereby in the day that he turneth from his 
hand. wickedness; neither shall the righteous be 

So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a able to live for his righteousness in the day 
watchman unto the house of Israel; there- that he sinneth. When I shall say to the 
fore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, righteous, that he shall surely live; if he 
and warn them from me. When I say unto trust to his own righteousness, and commit 
the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely iniquity, all his righteousnesses shall not be 
die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked remembered; but for his iniquity that he 
from his way, that wicked man shall die in hath committed, he shall die for it. Again, 
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when I say- unto the wicked. Thou shalt 
surely die; if he turn from his sin, and do 
that which is lawful and right; if the wicked 
restore the pledge, give again that he had 
robbed, walk in the statutes of life, without 
committing iniquity; he shall surely live, he 
shall not die. None of his sins that he hath 
committed shall be mentioned unto him : he 
hath done that which is lawful and right; he 
shall surely live. 

Yet the children of thy people say. The 
way of the Lord is not equal ; but as for them, 
their way is not equal. When the righteous 
tumeth from his righteousness, and commit- 
teth iniquity, he shall even die thereby. But 
if the wicked turn from his wickedness, and 
do that which is lawful and right, he shall live 
thereby. Yet ye say. The way of the Lord is 
not equal. O ye house of Israel, I will judge 
you every one after his ways . 1 

The End of the Old Order 

And it came to pass in the twelfth year of 
our captivity, in the tenth month, in the fifth 
day of the month, that one that had escaped 
out of Jerusalem came unto me, saying, The 
city is smitten. Now the hand of the Lord 
was upon me in the evening, afore he that 
was escaped came; and had opened my 
mouth, until he came to me in the morning; 
and my mouth was opened, and I was no 
more dumb. 

Then the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying. Son of man, they that inhabit those 
wastes of the land of Israel speak, saying, 
Abraham was one, and he inherited the land : 
but we are many; the land is given us for 
inheritance. Wherefore say unto them. Thus 
saith the Lord God ; Ye eat with the blood, 
and lift up your eyes toward your idols, and 
shed blood: and shall ye possess the land? 
Ye stand upon your sword, ye work abomina- 
tion, and ye defile every one his neighbour’s 
wife : and shall ye possess the land ? Say thou 
thus unto them. Thus saith the Lord God; 
As I live, surely they that are in the wastes 
shall fall by the sword, and him that is in the 
open field will I give to the beasts to be 
devoured, and they that be in the forts and 
in the caves shall die of the pestilence. For 


I will lay the land most desolate, and the 
pomp of her strength shall cease; and the 
mountains of Israel shall be desolate, that 
none shall pass through. Then shall they 
know that I am the Lord, when I have laid 
the land most desolate because of all their 
abominations which they have committed. 

Also, thou son of man, the children of thy 
people still are talking against thee by the 
walls and in the doors of the houses, and 
speak one to another, every one to his 
brother, saying. Come, I pray you, and hear 
what is the word that cometh forth from the 
Lord. And they come unto thee as the 
people cometh, and they sit before thee as 
my people, and they hear thy words, but 
they will not do them : for with their mouth 
they shew much love, but their heart goeth 
after their covetousness. And, lo, thou art 
unto them as a very lovely song of one that 
hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an 
instrument: for they hear thy words, but 
they do them not. And when this cometh to 
pass, (lo, it will come,) then shall they know 
that a prophet hath been among them. 


HONOUR AND GLORY Ezek. 34 , 1-3 1 

Only those who have been bereft of nationhood, 
who have seen their king overthrown , their 
kingdom destroyed , and its people taken captive , 
can truly realize what a thrill of glory, what a 
sense of dignity and delight, the promise of a 
national restoration can bring . For nationality 
gives men a place of honour and opportunity on 
the face of the earth. But observe the concep- 
tion of nationality for the future. It has a 
sacred, not a secular foundation, and is of the 
shepherd, not the soldier, type . 

And the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying. Son of man, prophesy against the 
shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto 
them. Thus saith the Lord God unto the 
shepherds ; Woe be to the shepherds of Israel 
that do feed themselves! should not the 
shepherds feed the flocks? Ye eat the fat, 
and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them 
that are fed : but ye feed not the flock. The 
diseased have ye not strengthened, neither 


1 Ezekiel’s gospel for the individual was an emancipation, on the one hand from the crushing thought, 
current at the time, that a man’s fate was bound up with that of the community — that God’s Covenant was 
with the State, and when that was destroyed he was cut off from God. On the other hand it was deliverance 
from the deeply rooted conviction that a man was irretrievably doomed by his own past sins. God is gracious, 
says the Prophet, and will deliver from the burden of the past a man who turns to Him, and amends his ways. 
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have ye healed that which was sick, neither 
have ye bound up that which was broken, 
neither have ye brought again that which 
was driven away, neither have ye sought that 
which was lost; but with force and with 
cruelty have ye ruled them. And they were 
scattered, because there is no shepherd : and 
they became meat to all the beasts of the 
field, when they were scattered. My sheep 
wandered through all the mountains, and 
upon every high hill: yea, my flock was 
scattered upon all the face of the earth, and 
none did search or seek after them. 

Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word of 
the Lord; As I live, saith the Lord God, 
surely because my flock became a prey, and 
my flock became meat to every beast of the 
field, because there was no shepherd, neither 
did my shepherds search for my flock, but 
the shepherds fed themselves, and fed not 
my flock; therefore, O ye shepherds, hear 
the word of the Lord; thus saith the Lord 
God; Behold, I am against the shepherds; 
and I will require my flock at their hand, and 
cause them to cease from feeding the flock; 
neither shall the shepherds feed themselves 
any more; for I will deliver my flock from 
their mouth, that they may not be meat for 
them. 

For thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I, 
even I, will both search my sheep, and seek 
them out. As a shepherd seeketh out his 
flock in the day that he is among his sheep 
that are scattered; so will I seek out my 
sheep, and will deliver them out of all places 
where they have been scattered in the cloudy 
and dark day. And I will bring them out 
from the people, and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them to their own 
land, and feed them upon the mountains of 
Israel by the rivers, and in all the inhabited 
places of the country. I will feed them in a 
good pasture, and upon the high mountains 
of Israel shall their fold be : there shall they 
lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall 
they feed upon the mountains of Israel. I 
will feed my flock, and I will cause them to 
lie down, saith the Lord God. I will seek 
that which was lost, and bring again that 
which was driven away, and will bind up 
that which was broken, and will strengthen 
that which was sick : but I will destroy the 
fat and the strong; I will feed them with 
judgment. 

And as for you, O my flock, thus saith the 
Lord God; Behold, I judge between cattle 


EZEKIEL 34, 3* 

and cattle, between the rams and the he 
goats. Seemeth it a small thing unto you to 
have eaten up the good pasture, but ye must 
tread down with your feet the residue of your 
pastures? and to have drunk of the deep 
waters, but ye must foul the residue with 
your feet? And as for my flock, they eat that 
which ye have trodden with your feet; and 
they drink that which ye have fouled with 
your feet. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God unto 
them; Behold, I, even I, will judge between 
the fat cattle and between the lean cattle. 
Because ye have thrust with side and with 
shoulder, and pushed all the diseased with 
your horns, till ye have scattered them 
abroad; therefore will I save my flock, and 
they shall no more be a prey ; and I will judge 
between cattle and cattle. And I will set up 
one shepherd over them, and he shall feed 
them, even my servant David; he shall feed 
them, and he shall be their shepherd. And 
I the Lord will be their God, and my 
servant David a prince among them; I the 
Lord have spoken it. 

A Reign of Peace 

And I will make with them a covenant of 
peace, and will cause the evil beasts to cease 
out of the land : and they shall dwell safely 
in the wilderness, and sleep in the woods. 
And I will make them and the places round 
about my hill a blessing; and I will cause the 
shower to come down in his season; there 
shall be showers of blessing. And the tree of 
the field shall yield her fruit, and the earth 
shall yield her increase, and they shall be safe 
in their land, and shall know that I am the 
Lord, when I have broken the bands of 
their yoke, and delivered them out of the 
hand of those that served themselves of 
them. And they shall no more be a prey to 
the heathen, neither shall the beast of the 
land devour them; but they shall dwell 
safely, and none shall make them afraid. 
And I will raise up for them a plant of 
renown, and they shall be no more consumed 
with hunger in the land, neither bear the 
shame of the heathen any more. Thus shall 
they know that I the Lord their God am 
with them, and that they, even the house of 
Israel, are my people, saith the Lord God. 
And ye my flock, the flock of my pasture, are 
men, and I am your God, saith the Lord 
God. 



EZEKIEL 35, i 

PEACE AND PROSPERITY 

Ezek 35, i — 36 , 38 

The land s once ravaged by invaders and defiled 
by worthless people , will rejoice in the homes 
that rise among its Mils, and the flocks that feed 
on its pastures . The country will be in the hands 
of those who love it: and they will cultivate it, 
became the days are days of peace . But 
Mount Seir, the land of the hostile Edomites, 
will become a desolation . 

Moreover the word of the Lord came 
unto me, saying. Son of man, set thy face 
against mount Seir, and prophesy against it, 
and say unto it, Thus salth the Lord God ; 
Behold, O mount Seir, I am against thee and 
I will stretch out mine hand against thee, and 
I will make thee most desolate, I will lay thy 
cities waste, and thou shall be desolate, and 
thou shalt know that I am the Lord. Be- 
cause thou hast had a perpetual hatred, and 
hast shed the blood of the children of Israel 
by the force of the sword in the time of their 
calamity, in the time that their iniquity had 
an end: therefore, as I live, saith the Lord 
God, I will prepare thee unto blood, and 
blood shall pursue thee: sith thou hast not 
hated blood, even blood shall pursue thee. 
Thus will I make mount Seir most desolate, 
and cut off from it him that passeth out and 
him that retumeth. And I will fill his mount- 
ains with his slain men : in thy hills, and in 
thy valleys, and in all thy rivers, shall they 
fall that are slain with the sword. I will 
make thee perpetual desolations, and thy 
cities shall not return : and ye shall know that 
I; am the Lord. 

Because thou hast said. These two nations 
and these two countries shall be mine, and 
we will possess it; whereas the Lord was 
there: therefore, as I live, saith the Lord 
God, I will even do according to thine anger, 
and according to thine envy which thou hast 
used out of thy hatred against them; and I 
will make myself known among them, when 
I have judged thee. And thou shalt know 
that I am the Lord, and that I have heard all 
thy blasphemies which thou hast spoken 
against the mountains of Israel, saying. They 
are laid desolate, they are given us to con- 
sume. Thus with your mouth ye have boasted 
against me, and have multiplied your words 
against me: I have heard them. Thus saith 
the Lord God; When the whole earth re- 
joiceth, I will make thee desolate. As thou 
didst rejoice at the inheritance of the house 


of Israel, because it was desolate, so will I do 
unto thee : thou shalt be desolate, O mount 
Seir, and all Idumea, even all of it : and they 
shall know that I am the Lord. 

Also, thou son of man, prophesy unto the 
mountains of Israel, and say, Ye mountains 
of Israel, hear the word of the Lord: thus 
saith the Lord God; Because the enemy hath 
said against you. Aha, even the ancient high 
places are our’s in possession; therefore 
prophesy and say. Thus saith the Lord God; 
Because they have made you desolate, and 
swallowed you up on every side, that ye 
might be a possession unto the residue of the 
heathen, and ye are taken up in the lips of 
talkers, and are an infamy of the people; 
therefore, ye mountains of Israel, hear the 
word of the Lord God; Thus saith the Lord 
God to the mountains, and to the hills, to 
the rivers, and to the valleys, to the desolate 
wastes, and to the cities that are forsaken, 
which became a prey and derision to the 
residue of the heathen that are round about; 
therefore thus saith the Lord God; Surely in 
the fire of my jealousy have I spoken against 
the residue of the heathen, and against all 
Idumea, which have appointed my land into 
their possession with the joy of all their 
heart, with despiteful minds, to cast it out 
for a prey. Prophesy therefore concerning 
the land of Israel, and say unto the moun- 
tains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to 
the valleys. Thus saith the Lord God; 
Behold, I have spoken in my jealousy and in 
my fury, because ye have borne the shame 
of the heathen : therefore thus saith the Lord 
God; I have lifted up mine hand. Surely the 
heathen that are about you, they shall bear 
their shame. 

But ye, O mountains of Israel, ye shall 
shoot forth your branches, and yield your 
fruit to my people of Israel; for they are at 
hand to come. For, behold, I am for you, 
and I will turn unto you, and ye shall be tilled 
and sown : and I will multiply men upon you, 
all the house of Israel, even all of it : and the 
cities shall be inhabited, and the wastes shall 
be builded : and I will multiply upon you 
man and beast; and they shall increase and 
bring fruit: and I will settle you after your 
old estates, and will do better unto you than 
at your beginnings: and ye shall know that 
I am the Lord. Yea, I will cause men to 
walk upon you, even my people Israel; and 
they shall possess thee, and thou shalt be 
their inheritance, and thou shalt no more 
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henceforth bereave them of men. Thus 
saith the Lord God; Because they say unto 
you, Thou land devourest up men, and hast 
bereaved thy nations; therefore thou shalt 
devour men no more, neither bereave thy 
nations any more, saith the Lord God. 
Neither will I cause men to hear in thee the 
shame of the heathen any more, neither 
shalt thou bear the reproach of the people 
any more, neither shalt thou cause thy 
nations to fall any more, saith the Lord 
God. 

A Holy Homeland 

Moreover the word of the Lord came unto 
me, saying. Son of man, when the house of 
Israel dwelt in their own land, they defiled it 
by their own way and by their doings : their 
way was before me as the uncleanness of a 
removed woman. Wherefore I poured my 
fury upon them for the blood that they had 
shed upon the land, and for their idols where- 
with they had polluted it: and I scattered 
them among the heathen, and they were 
dispersed through the countries: according 
to their way and according to their doings 
I judged them. And when they entered unto 
the heathen, whither they went, they pro- 
faned my holy name, when they said to 
them. These are the people of the Lord, 
and are gone forth out of his land. But I had 
pity for mine holy name, which the house of 
Israel had profaned among the heathen, 
whither they went. 

Therefore say unto the house of Israel, 
Thus saith the Lord God; I do not this for 
your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine 
holy name’s sake, which ye have profaned 
among the heathen, whither ye went. And 
I will sanctify my great name, which was 
profaned among the heathen, which ye have 
profaned in the midst of them; and the 
heathen shall know that I am the Lord, 
saith the Lord God, when I shall be sancti- 
fied in you before their eyes. For I will take 
you from among the heathen, and gather you 
out of all countries, and will bring you into 
your own land. Then will I sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye shall be clean : from 
all your filthiness, and from all your idols, 
will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I 
give you., and a new spirit will I put within 
you: and I will take away the stony heart out 
of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of 
flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, 
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and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye 
shall keep my judgments, and do them. And 
ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your 
fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I 
will be your God. I will also save you from 
all your uncleannesses : and I will call for 
the com, and will increase it, and lay no 
famine upon you. And I will multiply the 
fruit of the tree, and the increase of the field, 
that ye shall receive no more reproach of 
famine among the heathen. Then shall ye 
remember your own evil ways, and your 
doings that were not good, and shall lothe 
yourselves in your own sight for your 
iniquities and for your abominations. 

Not for your sakes do I this, saith the Lord 
God, be it known unto you : be ashamed and 
confounded for your own ways, O house of 
Israel. Thus saith the Lord God ; In the day 
that I shall have cleansed you from all your 
iniquities I will also cause you to dwell in the 
cities, and the wastes shall be builded. And 
the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it 
lay desolate in the sight of all that passed by. 
And they shall say. This land that was deso- 
late is become like the garden of Eden; and 
the waste and desolate and ruined cities are 
become fenced, and are inhabited. Then the 
heathen that are left round about you shall 
know that I the Lord build the ruined 
places, and plant that that was desolate : I 
the Lord have spoken it, and I will do it. 

Thus saith the Lord God; I will yet for 
this be enquired of by the house of Israel, to 
do it for them ; I will increase them with men 
like a flock. As the holy flock, as the flock 
of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts; so shall 
the waste cities be filled with flocks of 
men: and they shall know that I am the 
Lord. 

READY FOR ACTION Ezek 37, 1-14 

The people will be equipped and inspired , , and 
will go forth like a new generation of men and 
women, full of life and spirit for the tasks and 
opportunities of the days that lie ahead . But — 
and this is important— 4t must be in the name 
and for the cause of God that they go for- 
ward , 

The hand of the Lord was upon me, and 
carried me out in the spirit of the Lord, and 
set me down in the midst of the valley which 
was full of bones, and caused me to pass by 
them round about : and, behold, there were 
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very many in the open valley; and, io, they 
were very dry. And he said unto me, Son of 
man, can these bones live? And I answered, 
O Lord God, thou knowest. Again he said 
unto me. Prophesy upon these bones, and 
say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the 
word of the Lord, Thus saith the Lord God 
unto these bones ; Behold, I will cause breath 
to enter into you, and ye shall live : and I will 
lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh 
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall 
know that I am the Lord, 

' So I prophesied as I was commanded : and 
as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold 
a shaking, and the bones came together, bone 
to his bone. And when I beheld, lo, the 
sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and 
the skin covered them above : but there was 
no breath in them. Then said he unto me. 
Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of 
man, and say to the wind. Thus saith the 
Lord God; Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that 
they may live. So I prophesied as he com- 
manded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, 
an exceeding great army. 

Then he said unto me, Son of man, these 
bones are the whole house of Israel : behold, 
they say. Our bones are dried, and our hope 
is lost: we are cut off for our parts. There- 
fore prophesy and say unto them. Thus saith 
the Lord God; Behold, O my people, I will 
open your graves, and cause you to come up 
out of your graves, and bring you into the 
land of Israel And ye shall know that I am 
the Lord, when I have opened your graves, 
O my people, and brought you up out of 
your graves, and shall put my spirit in you, 
and ye shall live, and I shall place you in 
your own land : then shall ye know that I the 
Lord have spoken it, and performed it, saith 
the Lord. 

A UNITED PEOPLE Ezek . 37 , 1 5-28 

Under another symbol the Prophet looks for- 
ward to a united people . It is not enough 
that they shall be restored; they must be 
united . One people, one king , one God, We 
have drawn attention to EzekiePs insistence 
upon the rights and responsibilities of the 
individual, but he recognizes, at the same 
time, that individuals must dwell together in 
unity and peace to form one harmonious 
whole for worship and service . 


The word of the Lord came again unto 
me, saying. Moreover, thou son of man, take 
thee one stick, and write upon it, For Judah, 
and for the children of Israel his companions : 
then take another stick, and write upon it. 
For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for 
all the house of Israel his companions : and 
join them one to another into one stick; and 
they shall become one in thine hand. And 
when the children of thy people shall speak 
unto thee, saying, Wilt thou not shew us 
what thou meanest by these? Say unto 
them. Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I 
will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the 
hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel Ms 
fellows, and will put them with him, even 
with the stick of Judah, and make them one 
stick, and they shall be one in mine hand. 
And the sticks whereon thou writest shall be 
in thine hand before their eyes. And say 
unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; Be- 
hold, I will take the children of Israel from 
among the heathen, whither they be gone, 
and will gather them on every side, and 
bring them into their own land: and I will 
make them one nation in the land upon the 
mountains of Israel; and one king shall be 
king to them all : and they shall be no more 
two nations, neither shall they be divided 
into two kingdoms any more at alk neither 
shall they defile themselves any more with 
their idols, nor with their detestable things, 
nor with any of their transgressions : but I 
will save them out of all their dwellingplaces, 
wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse 
them : so shall they be my people, and I will 
be their God. 

And David my servant shall be king over 
them; and they all shall have one shepherd: 
they shall also walk in my judgments, and 
observe my statutes, and do them. And they 
shall dwell in the land that I have given unto 
Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers have 
dwelt ; and they shall dwell therein, even they, 
and their children, and their cMldren’s chil- 
dren for ever : and my servant David shall be 
their prince for ever. Moreover I will make a 
covenant of peace with them; it shall be an ever- 
lasting covenant with them : and I will place 
them, and multiply them, and will set my sanc- 
tuary in the midst of them for evermore. My 
tabernacle also shall be with them : yea, I will 
be their God, and they shall be my people. 
And the heathen shall know that I the Lord 
do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall 
be in the midst of them for evermore. 



IN GOD’S HANDS Ezek 38 s x-39, 29 

The best way of dealing with this difficult pro- 
phecy is to regard it as a reassurance to the 
returning exiles . In their minds there still 
lurked a fear that the barbarians in the North , 
seeing the rise of unwalled , peaceful cities , 
might again be tempted to sweep down upon 
them . Leave that to God, says the Prophet . 
They are. in His hands, and if they do come. He 
can deal with them . 

And the word of the Lord came unto ms, 
saying, Son of man, set thy face against Gog, 
the land of Magog, the chief prince of 
Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against 
him, and say. Thus saith the Lord God; 
Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief 
prince of Meshech and Tubal: and I will 
turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, 
and I will bring thee forth, and all thine 
army, horses and horsemen, all of them 
clothed with all sorts of armour, even a great 
company with bucklers and shields, all of 
them handling swords : Persia, Ethiopia, and 
Libya with them; all of them with shield and 
helmet: Gomer, and all his bands; the house 
of Togarmah of the north quarters, and all 
his bands : and many people with thee. 

Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyself, 
thou, and all thy company that are assembled 
unto thee, and be thou a guard unto them. 
After many days thou shalt be visited: in the 
latter years thou shalt come into the land 
that is brought back from the sword, and is 
gathered out of many people, against the 
mountains of Israel, which have been always 
waste: but it is brought forth out of the 
nations, and they shall dwell safely all of 
them. Thou shalt ascend and come like a 
storm, thou shalt be like a cloud to cover the 
land, thou, and all thy bands, and many 
people with thee. 

Thus saith the Lord God; It shall also 
come to pass, that at the same time shall 
things come into thy mind, and thou shalt 
think an evil thought: and thou shalt say, I 
will go up to the land of unwalled villages; 
I will go to them that are at rest, that dwell 
safely, ah of them dwelling without walls, and 
having neither bars nor gates, to take a spoil, 
and to take a prey; to turn thine hand upon 
the desolate places that are now inhabited, 
and upon the people that are gathered out of 
the nations, which have gotten cattle and 
goods, that dwell in the midst of the land. 
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Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of 
Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof, 
shall say unto thee. Art thou come to take a 
spoil? hast thou gathered thy company to 
take a prey? to carry away silver and gold, to 
take away cattle and goods, to take a great 
spoil? 

Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say 
unto Gog, Thus saith the Lord God; In 
that day when my people of Israel dwelleth 
safely, shalt thou not know it? And thou 
shalt come from thy place out of the north 
parts, thou, and many people with thee, all of 
them riding upon horses, a great company, 
and a mighty army; and thou shalt come up 
against my people of Israel, as a cloud to 
cover the land; it shall be in the latter days, 
and I will bring thee against my land, that 
the heathen may know me, when I shall 
be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their 
eyes. 

Thus saith the Lord God; Art thou he of 
whom I have spoken in old time by my 
servants the prophets of Israel, which pro- 
phesied in those days many years that I 
would bring thee against them? And it 
shall come to pass at the same time when 
Gog shall come against the land of Israel, 
saith the Lord God, that my fury shall come 
up in my face. For in my jealousy and in the 
fire of my wrath have I spoken. Surely in 
that day there shall be a great shaking in the 
land of Israel; so that the fishes of the sea, 
and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts 
of the field, and all creeping things that 
creep upon the earth, and all the men that 
are upon the face of the earth, shall shake at 
my presence, and the mountains shall be 
thrown down, and the steep places shall fall, 
and every wall shall fall to the ground. And 
I will call for a sword against him through- 
out all my mountains, saith the Lord God : 
every man's sword shall be against his 
brother. And I will plead against him with 
pestilence and with blood; and I will rain 
upon him, and upon his bands, and upon 
the many people that are with him, an over- 
flowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and 
brimstone. Thus will I magnify myself, and 
sanctify myself; and I will be known in the 
eyes of many nations, and they shall know 
that I am the Lord. 

Therefore, thou son of man, prophesy 
against Gog, and say. Thus saith the Lord 
God; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the 
chief prince of Meshech and Tubal: and I 
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will turn thee back, and leave but the sixth 
part of thee, and will cause thee to come up 
from the north parts, and will bring thee 
upon the mountains of Israel: and I win 
smite thy bow out of thy left hand, and will 
cause thine arrows to fall out of thy right 
hand. Thou shalt fall upon the mountains 
of Israel, thou, and all thy bands, and the 
people that is with thee : I will give thee unto 
the ravenous birds of every sort, and to the 
beasts of the field to be devoured. Thou 
shalt fail upon the open field: for I have 
spoken it, saith the Lord God. And I will 
send a fire on Magog, and among them that 
dwell carelessly in the isles : and they shall 
know that I am the Lord. So will I make my 
holy name known in the midst of my people 
Israels and I will not let them pollute my 
holy name any more : and the heathen shall 
know that I am the Lord, the Holy One in 
Israel. Behold, it is come, and it is done, 
saith the Lord God; this is the day whereof 
I have spoken. And they that dwell in the 
cities of Israel shall go forth, and shall set on 
fire and burn the weapons, both the shields 
and the bucklers, the bows and the arrows, 
and the handstaves, and the spears, and they 
shall burn them with fire seven years : so that 
they shall take no wood out of the field, 
neither cut down any out of the forests ; for 
they shall burn the weapons with fire: and 
they shall spoil those that spoiled them, and 
rob those that robbed them, saith the Lord 
God. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
I will give unto Gog a place there of graves 
in Israel, the valley of the passengers on the 
east of the sea: and it shall stop the noses of 
the passengers: and there shall they bury 
Gog and all his multitude: and they shall 
call it The valley of Hamon-gog. And seven 
months shall the house of Israel be burying 
of them, that they may cleanse the land. Yea, 
all the people of the land shall bury them; 
and it shall be to them a renown the day that 
I shall be glorified, saith the Lord God. And 
they shall sever out men of continual employ- 
ment, passing through the land to bury with 
the passengers those that remain upon the 
face of the earth, to cleanse it : after the end 
of seven months shall they search. And the 
passengers that pass through the land, when 
any seeth a man's bone, then shall he set up 
a sign by it, till the buriers have buried it 


in the valley of Hamon-gog. And also the 
name of the city shall be Hamonah. Thus 
shall they cleanse the land. 

And, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord 
God; Speak unto every feathered fowl, and 
to every beast of the field. Assemble your- 
selves, and come; gather yourselves on every 
side to my sacrifice that I do sacrifice for you, 
even a great sacrifice upon the mountains of 
Israel, that ye may eat flesh, and drink blood. 
Ye shall eat the flesh of the mighty, and 
drink the blood of the princes of the earth, 
of rams, of iambs, and of goats, of bullocks, 
all of them fadings of Bashan. And ye shall 
eat fat till ye be full, and drink blood till 
ye be drunken, of my sacrifice which I have 
sacrificed for you. Thus ye shall be filled 
at my table with horses and chariots, with 
mighty men, and with ail men of war, saith 
the Lord God. 

And I will set my glory among the 
heathen, and all the heathen shall see my 
judgment that I have executed, and my hand 
that I have laid upon them. So the house of 
Israel shall know that I am the Lord their 
God from that day and forward. And the 
heathen shall know that the house of Israel 
went into captivity for their iniquity: be- 
cause they trespassed against me, therefore 
hid I my face from them, and gave them into 
the hand of their enemies : so fell they all by 
the sword. According to their uncleanness 
and according to their transgressions have I 
done unto them, and bid my face from them. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God; Now 
will I bring again the captivity of Jacob, and 
have mercy upon the whole house of Israel, 
and will be jealous for my holy name; after 
that they have borne their shame, and all 
their trespasses whereby they have trespass- 
ed against me, when they dwelt safely in 
their land, and none made them afraid. 
When I have brought them again from the 
people, and gathered them out of their 
enemies 5 lands, and am sanctified in them in 
the sight of many nations; then shall they 
know that l am the Lord their God, which 
caused them to be led into captivity among 
the heathen: but I have gathered them unto 
their own land, and have left none of them 
any more there. Neither will I hide my face 
any more from them : for I have poured out 
my spirit upon the house of Israel, saith the 
Lord God. 


A NEW VISION 


Ezekiel 40, i— 46, 24 

We believe that there is a vital message for all time in this vision of Ezekiel . Most 
of the interpreters are content to compare the description of the Temple given by the 
Prophet with the Temple that was actually built by the exiles who returned to Jerusalem, 
and with the earlier and later temples that have been erected on Mount Zion . Among 
these, EzekieVs design floats like an unrealized dream . It has features that lift it to 
the realm of the ideal But is it the ideal of a building , or the ideal of a service? Is he 
simply looking forward to the restoration of a temple , or has he, at the back of his mind, 
the hope of a more exalted worship of God, to which the very form of the building, and 
the ordering of its offices, will contribute? We prefer to see in this vision the Prophet 
struggling to express, through the limited medium of a familiar and easily understood 
symbol, a lofty conception of the place and power of worship in human life . 


IN the five and twentieth year of our cap- 
tivity, in the beginning of the year, in the 
tenth day of the month, in the fourteenth 
year after that the city was smitten, in the 
selfsame day the hand of the Lord was upon 
me, and brought me thither. In the visions 
of God brought he me into the land of Israel, 
and set me upon a very high mountain, by 
which was as the frame of a city on the south. 
And he brought me thither, and, behold, 
there was a man, whose appearance was like 
the appearance of brass, with a line of flax in 
his hand, and a measuring reed; and he 
stood in the gate. And the man said unto 
me, Son of man, behold with thine eyes, and 
hear with thine ears, and set thine heart upon 
all that I shall shew thee; for to the intent 
that I might shew them unto thee art thou 
brought hither; declare all that thou seest to 
the house of Israel. 

The New Temple 

And behold a wall on the outside of the 
house round about, and in the man’s hand 
a measuring reed of six cubits long by the 
cubit and an hand breadth ; so he measured 
the breadth of the building, one reed; and 
the height, one reed. Then came he unto 
the gate which looketh toward the east, and 
went up the stairs thereof, and measured the 
threshold of the gate, which was one reed 
broad; and the other threshold of the gate, 
which was one reed broad. And every little 
chamber was one reed long, and one reed 
broad; and between the little chambers were 
five cubits; and the threshold of the gate 
by the porch of the gate within was one reed. 
He measured also the porch of the gate within, 
one reed. Then measured he the porch of the 


gate, eight cubits ; and the posts thereof, two 
cubits; and the porch of the gate was inward. 
And the little chambers of the gate eastward 
were three on this side, and three on that 
side; they three were of one measure; and 
the posts had one measure on this side and 
on that side. And he measured the breadth 
of the entry of the gate, ten cubits; and the 
length of the gate, thirteen cubits. The 
space also before the little chambers was one 
cubit on this side, and the space was one 
cubit on that side: and the little chambers 
were six cubits on this side, and six cubits on 
that side. He measured then the gate from 
the roof of one little chamber to the roof of 
another: the breadth was five and twenty 
cubits, door against door. He made also 
posts of threescore cubits, even unto the 
post of the court round about the gate. And 
from the face of the gate of the entrance unto 
the face of the porch of the inner gate were 
fifty cubits. And there were narrow win- 
dows to the little chambers, and to their 
posts within the gate round about, and like- 
wise to the arches ; and windows were round 
about inward; and upon each post were 
palm trees. 

Then brought he me into the outward 
court, and, lo, there were chambers, and a 
pavement made for the court round about : 
thirty chambers were upon the pavement. 
And the pavement by the side of the gates 
over against the length of the gates was the 
lower pavement. Then he measured the 
breadth from the forefront of the lower gate 
unto the forefront of the inner court with- 
out, an hundred cubits eastward and north- 
ward. 

And the gate of the outward court that 
looked toward the north, he measured the 
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length thereof, and the breadth thereof. And 
the little chambers thereof were three on 
this side and three on that side ; and the posts 
thereof and the arches thereof were after the 
measure of the first gate: the length thereof 
was fifty cubits, and the breadth five and 
twenty cubits. And their windows, and their 
arches, and their palm trees, were after the 
measure of the gate that looketh toward the 
east ; and they went up unto it by seven steps ; 
and the arches thereof were before them. 
And the gate of the inner court was over 
against the gate toward the north, and to- 
ward the east; and he measured from gate 
to gate an hundred cubits. 

The Inner Court 

After that he brought me toward the south, 
and behold a gate toward the south: and he 
measured the posts thereof and the arches 
thereof according to these measures. And 
there were windows in it and in the arches 
thereof round about, like those windows : the 
length was fifty cubits, and the breadth five 
and twenty cubits. And there were seven 
steps to go up to it, and the arches thereof 
were before them : and it had palm trees, one 
on this side, and another on that side, upon 
the posts thereof. And there was a gate in 
the inner court toward the south: and he 
measured from gate to gate toward the south 
an hundred cubits. 

And he brought me to the inner court by 
the south gate: and he measured the south 
gate according to these measures; and the 
little chambers thereof, and the posts thereof, 
and the arches thereof, according to these 
measures : and there were windows in it and 
in the arches thereof round about : it was fifty 
cubits long, and five and twenty cubits broad. 
And the arches round about were five and 
twenty cubits long, and five cubits broad. 
And the arches thereof were toward the 
utter court; and palm trees were upon the 
posts thereof: and the going up to it had 
eight steps. 

And he brought me into the inner court 
toward the east: and he measured the gate 
according to these measures. And the little 
chambers thereof, and the posts thereof, and 
the arches thereof, were according to these 
measures : and there were windows therein 
and in the arches thereof round about : it was 
fifty cubits long, and five and twenty cubits 
broad. And the arches thereof were toward 


the outward court; and palm trees were 
upon the posts thereof, on this side, and on 
that side: and the going up to it had eight 
steps. 

And he brought me to the north gate, and 
measured it according to these measures; the 
little chambers thereof, the posts thereof, 
and the arches thereof, and the windows to 
it round about: the length was fifty cubits, 
and the breadth five and twenty cubits. And 
the posts thereof were toward the utter 
court; and palm trees were upon the posts 
thereof, on this side, and on that side: and 
the going up to it had eight steps. 

And the chambers and the entries thereof 
were by the posts of the gates, where they 
washed the burnt offering. And in the porch 
of the gate were two tables on this side, and 
two tables on that side, to slay thereon the 
burnt offering and the sin offering and the 
trespass offering. And at the side without, 
as one goeth up to the entry of the north 
gate, were two tables ; and on the other side, 
which was at the porch of the gate, were two 
tables. Four tables were on this side, and 
four tables on that side, by the side of the 
gate; eight tables, whereupon they slew 
their sacrifices. And the four tables were of 
hewn stone for the burnt offering, of a cubit 
and an half long, and a cubit and an half 
broad, and one cubit high: whereupon also 
they laid the instruments wherewith they 
slew the burnt offering and the sacrifice. And 
within were hooks, an hand broad, fastened 
round about: and upon the tables was the 
flesh of the offering. 

The Singers 9 Cloisters 

And without the inner gate were the 
chambers of the singers in the inner court, 
which was at the side of the north gate; and 
their prospect was toward the south: one at 
the side of the east gate having the prospect 
toward the north. And he said unto me. 
This chamber, whose prospect is toward the 
south, is for the priests, the keepers of the 
charge of the house. And the chamber 
whose prospect is toward the north is for the 
priests, the keepers of the charge of the altar : 
these are the sons of Zadok among the sons 
of Levi, which come near to the Lord to 
minister unto him. So he measured the 
court, an hundred cubits long, and an hun- 
dred cubits broad, foursquare; and the altar 
that was before the house. 



THE GLORY OF SERVICE FOR A SACRED CAUSE 

God has launched a great movement for the good of all mankind. He seeks volunteers; 
who will enlist in His service and make His cause their own. From this standpoint we 
may look upon the Church or Temple as the head-quarters of the movement. Ezekiel, 
if we consider the place he gives the Temple in his vision of the future, sees it as the 
creative centre of the new age. 
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The Porch and Holy Place . 

And he. brought me to the porch of the 
house* and measured each post of the porch* 
five cubits on this side* and five cubits on 
that side: and the breadth of the gate was 
three cubits on this side* and three cubits on 
that side. The length of the porch was 
twenty cubits* and the breadth eleven cubits ; 
and he brought me by the steps whereby 
they went up to it: and there were pillars by 
.the posts* one on this side* and another on 
that side. 

Afterward he brought me to the temple* 
and measured the posts* six cubits broad on 
the one side* and six cubits broad on the 
other side, which was the breadth of the 
tabernacle. And the breadth of the door was 
ten cubits; and the sides of the door were 
five cubits on the one side* and five cubits 
on the other side : and he measured the length 
thereof* forty cubits : and the breadth* twenty 
cubits. Then went he inward* and measured 
the post of the door* two cubits ; and the door, 
six cubits; and the breadth of the door* 
seven cubits. So he measured the length 
thereof* twenty cubits; and the breadth* 
twenty cubits* before the temple: and he 
said unto me. This is the most holy place. 


Walls and Staircases 

After he measured the wall of the house* 
six cubits; and the breadth of every side 
chamber* four cubits* round about the house 
on every side. And the side chambers were 
three* one over another* and thirty in order; 
and they entered into the wall which was of 
the house for the side chambers round about* 
that they might have hold* but they had not 
hold in the wall of the house. And there was 
an enlarging* and a winding about still 
upward to the side chambers: for the wind- 
ing about of the house went still upward 
round about the house : therefore the breadth 
of the house was still upward* and so in- 
creased from the lowest chamber to the 
highest by the midst. I saw also the height 
of the house round about: the foundations 
of the side chambers were a full reed of six 
great cubits. The thickness of the wall* 
which was for the side chamber without* was 
five cubits : and that which was left was the 
place of the side chambers that were within. 
And between the chambers was the wideness 
of twenty cubits round about the house on 


every side. And the doors of the side cham- 
bers were toward the place that was left* one 
door toward the ' north* and another door 
toward the south: and the breadth of the * 
place that was left was five cubits round 
about. 

Now the building that was before the 
separate place at the end toward the west 
was seventy cubits broad ; and the wall of the 
building was five cubits thick round, about* 
and the length thereof ninety cubits. So he 
measured the house* an hundred cubits long; 
and the separate place* and the building* 
with the walls thereof* an hundred cubits 
long; also the breadth of the face of the 
house* and of the separate place toward the 
east* an hundred cubits. 

Galleries and Doors 

And he measured the length of the build- 
ing over against the separate place which 
was behind it* and the galleries thereof on 
the one side and on the other side* an hun- 
dred cubits* with the inner temple* and the 
porches of the court; the door posts* and the 
narrow windows* and the galleries round 
about on their three stories* over against the 
door* deled with wood round about* and 
from the ground up to the windows* and the 
windows were covered; to that above the 
door* even unto the inner house* and with- 
out* and by all the wall round about within 
and without* by measure. And it was made 
with cherubims and palm trees* so that a 
palm tree was between a cherub and a 
cherub; and every cherub had two faces; so 
that the face of a man was toward the palm 
tree on the one side* and the face of a young 
lion toward the palm tree on the other side: 
it was made through all the house round 
about. From the ground unto above the 
door were cherubims and palm trees made* 
and on the wall of the temple. 

The posts of the temple were squared* and 
the face of the sanctuary; the appearance of 
the one as the appearance of the other. The 
altar of wood was three cubits high* and the 
length thereof two cubits; and the comers 
thereof* and the length thereof* and the walls 
thereof, were of wood: and he said unto me* 
This is the table that is before the Lord. 
And the temple and the sanctuary had two 
doors. And the doors had two leaves apiece* 
two turning leaves; two leaves for the one 
door* and two leaves for the other door. 


And there were made on them* on the doors 
of the temple* cherabims and palm trees, like 
as were made upon the walls ; and there were 
thick planks upon the face of the porch 
without. And there were narrow windows 
and palm trees on the one side and on the 
other side* on the sides of the porch* and 
upon the side chambers of the house* and 
thick planks. 

The Outer and Inner Courts 

Then he brought me forth into the utter 
court* the way toward the north: and he 
brought me into the chamber that was over 
against the separate place* and which was 
before the building toward the north. Before 
the length of an hundred cubits was the 
north door* and the breadth was fifty cubits. 
Over against the twenty cubits which were 
for the inner court* and over against the 
pavement which was for the utter court* was 
gallery against gallery in three stories. And 
before the chambers was a walk of ten cubits 
breadth inward* a way of one cubit; and their 
doors toward the north. Now the upper 
chambers were shorter: for the galleries 
were higher than these* than the lower* and 
than the middlemost of the building. For 
they were in three stories* but had not pillars 
as the pillars of the courts: therefore the 
building was straitened more than the lowest 
and the middlemost from the ground. And 
the wall that was without over against the 
chambers* toward the utter court on the fore- 
part of the chambers* the length thereof was 
fifty cubits. For the length of the chambers 
that were in the utter court was fifty cubits: 
and* lo* before the temple were an hundred 
cubits. And from under these chambers was 
the entry on the east side* as one goeth into 
them from the utter court. 

The chambers were in the thickness of the 
wall of the court toward the east* over 
against the separate place* and over against 
the building. And the way before them was 
like the appearance of the chambers which 
were toward the north* as long as they* and 
as broad as they : and all their goings out 
were both according to their fashions* and 
according to their doors. And according to 
the doors of the chambers that were toward 
the south was a door in the head of the way* 
even the way directly before the wall toward 
the east* as one entereth into them. 

Then said he unto me* The north cham- 
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bers and the south chambers* which are 
before the separate place* they be holy cham- 
bers* where the priests that approach unto 
the Lord shall eat the most holy things: 
there shall they lay the most holy things* and 
the meat offering* and the sin offering* and 
the trespass offering; for the place is holy. 
When the priests enter therein* then shall 
they not go out of the holy place into the 
utter court* but there they shall lay their 
garments wherein they minister; for they are 
holy; and shall put on other garments* and 
shall approach to those things which are for 
the people. 

Now when he had made an end of measur- 
ing the inner house* he brought me forth to- 
ward the gate whose prospect is toward the 
east* and measured it round about. He 
measured the east side with the measuring 
reed* five hundred reeds* with the measuring 
reed round about. He measured the north 
side, five hundred reeds* with the measuring 
reed round about. He measured the south 
side* five hundred reeds, with the measuring 
reed. He turned about to the west side* and 
measured five hundred reeds with the 
measuring reed. He measured it by the 
four sides : it had a wall round about* five 
hundred reeds long, and five hundred broad* 
to make a separation between the sanctuary 
and the profane place. 

The Glory of the Lord 

Afterward he brought me to the gate* even 
the gate that looketh toward the east : and* 
behold* the glory of the God of Israel came 
from the way of the east : and his voice was 
like a noise of many waters : and the earth 
shined with his glory. And it was according 
to the appearance of the vision which I saw, 
even according to the vision that I saw when 
I came to destroy the city: and the visions 
were like the vision that I saw by the river 
Chebar; and I fell upon my face. And the 
glory of the Lord came into the house by 
the way of the gate whose prospect is toward 
the east. So the spirit took me up, and 
brought me into the inner court ; and, behold* 
the glory of the Lord filled the house. 

And I heard him speaking unto me out of 
the house ; and the man stood by me. And 
he said unto me* Son of man* the place of my 
throne, and the place of the soles of my 
feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the 
children of Israel for ever, and my holy 
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name, shall the house of Israel no more de- 
file, neither they, nor their kings, by their 
whoredom, nor by the carcases of their kings 
in their high places* In their setting of their 
threshold by my thresholds, and their post 
by my posts, and the wall between me and 
them, they have even defiled my holy name 
by their abominations that they have com- 
mitted; wherefore I have consumed them 
in mine anger. Now let them put away their 
whoredom, and the carcases of their kings, 
far from me, and I will dwell in the midst 
of them for ever. 

Plan Shown to the People 

Thou son of man, shew the house to the 
house of Israel, that they may be ashamed of 
their iniquities: and let them measure the 
pattern. And if they be ashamed of all that 
they have done, shew them the form of the 
house, and the fashion thereof, and the goings 
out thereof, and the comings in thereof, and 
all the forms thereof, and all the ordinances 
thereof, and all the forms thereof, and all the 
laws thereof ; and write it in their sight, that 
they may keep the whole form thereof, and 
all the ordinances thereof, and do them. 
This is the law of the house; Upon the top 
of the mountain the whole limit thereof 
round about shall be most holy. Behold, 
this is the law of the house. 

The Altar 

And these are the measures of the altar 
after the cubits ; The cubit is a cubit and an 
hand breadth; even the bottom shall be a 
cubit, and the breadth a cubit, and the 
border thereof by the edge thereof round 
about shall be a span: and this shall be 
the higher place of the altar. And from the 
bottom upon the ground even to the lower 
settle shall be two cubits, and the breadth one 
cubit; and from the lesser settle even to the 
greater settle shall be four cubits, and the 
breadth one cubit. So the altar shall be four 
cubits; and from the altar and upward shall 
be four horns. And the altar shall be twelve 
cubits long, twelve broad, square in the four 
squares thereof. And the settle shall be 
fourteen cubits long and fourteen broad in 
the four squares thereof; and the border 
about it shall be half a cubit; and the bottom 


thereof shall be a cubit about; and his stairs 
shall look toward the east. 

And he said unto me, Son of man, thus 
saith the Lord God; These are the ordin- 
ances of the altar in the day when they shall 
make it, to offer burnt offerings thereon, and 
to sprinkle blood thereon. And thou shalt 
give to the priests the Levites that be of the 
seed of Zadok, which approach unto me, to 
minister unto me, saith the Lord God, a 
young bullock for a sin offering. And thou 
shalt take of the blood thereof, and put it on 
the four horns of it, and on the four corners 
of the settle, and upon the border round 
about: thus shalt thou cleanse and purge it. 
Thou shalt take the bullock also of the sin 
offering, and he shall burn it in the appointed 
place of the house, without the sanctuary. 
And on the second day thou shalt offer a kid 
of the goats without blemish for a sin offer- 
ing ; and they shall cleanse the altar, as they 
did cleanse it with the bullock. When thou 
hast made an end of cleansing it, thou shalt 
offer a young bullock without blemish, and 
a ram out of the flock without blemish. And 
thou shalt offer them before the Lord, and 
the priests shall cast salt upon them, and 
they shall offer them up for a burnt offering 
unto the Lord. Seven days shalt thou pre- 
pare every day a goat for a sin offering : they 
shall also prepare a young bullock, and a ram 
out of the flock, without blemish. Seven 
days shall they purge the altar and purify it; 
and they shall consecrate themselves. And 
when these days are expired, it shall be, that 
upon the eighth day, and so forward, the 
priests shall make your burnt offerings upon 
the altar, and your peace offerings ; and I 
will accept you, saith the Lord God. 

The Closed Gate 

Then he brought me back the way of the 
gate of the outward sanctuary which looketh 
toward the east; and it was shut. 1 Then said 
the Lord unto me; This gate shall be shut, 
it shall not be opened, and no man shall 
enter in by it; because the Lord, the God of 
Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it 
shall be shut. It is for the prince ; the prince, 
he shall sit in it to eat bread before the Lord ; 
he shall enter by the way of the porch of that 
gate, and shall go out by the way of the 
same. 


1 The eastern gate of the towns of Roman foundation in England was always reserved for the prince. 
In many cathedrals, where there is a triple eastern door, the middle one is known as the king’s entrance; 
in some churches this middle section is generally kept shut; 
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TEMPLE OFFICERS Ezeh 44, 4-45, 17 

In their person* their dress , and their conduct 
the officers of the Temple will show forth the 
sanctity of the Holy Place . The duties of the 
different officers are carefully distinguished , 
and have been drawn up with the obvious inten- 
tion of preserving social integrity in the life of 
the community* as well as ministering to its 
spiritual or religious needs . 

Then brought he me the way of the north 
gate before the house: and I looked, and, 
behold, the glory of the Lord filled the house 
of the Lord : and I fell upon my face. And 
the Lord said unto me. Son of man, mark 
well, and behold with thine eyes, and hear 
with thine ears all that I say unto thee con- 
cerning all the ordinances of the house of the 
Lord, and all the laws thereof; and mark 
well the entering in of the house, with every 
going forth of the sanctuary. And thou 
shalt say to the rebellious, even to the house 
of Israel, Thus saith the Lord God; O ye 
house of Israel, let it suffice you of all your 
abominations, in that ye have brought into 
my sanctuary strangers, uncircumcised in 
heart, and uncircumcised in flesh, to be in 
my sanctuary, to pollute it, even my house, 
when ye offer my bread, the fat and the 
blood, and they have broken my covenant 
because of all your abominations. And ye 
have not kept the charge of mine holy things : 
but ye have set keepers of my charge in my 
sanctuary for yourselves. 

Thus saith the Lord God; No stranger, 
uncircumcised in heart, nor uncircumcised 
in flesh, shall enter into my sanctuary, of any 
stranger that is among the children of Israel. 
And the Levites that are gone away far from 
me, when Israel went astray, which went 
astray away from me after their idols; they 
shall even bear their iniquity. Yet they shall 
be ministers in my sanctuary, having charge 
at the gates of the house, and ministering to 
the house : they shall slay the burnt offering 
and the sacrifice for the people, and they 
shall stand before them to minister unto 
them. Because they ministered unto them 
before their idols, and caused the house of 
Israel to fall into iniquity; therefore have I 
lifted up mine hand against them, saith the 
Lord God, and they shall bear their iniquity. 
And they shall not come near unto me, to 
do the office of a priest unto me, nor to come 
near to any of my holy things, in the most 
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holy place: but they shall bear their shame, 
and their abominations which they have 
committed. But I will make them keepers of 
the charge of the house, for all the service 
thereof, and for all that shall be done therein. 

Priests ? Duties and Estates 

But the priests the Levites, the sons of 
Zadok, that kept the charge of my sanctuary 
when the children of Israel went astray from 
me, they shall come near to me to minister 
unto me, and they shall stand before me to 
offer unto me the fat and the blood, saith the 
Lord God : they shall enter into my sanc- 
tuary, and they shall come near to my table, 
to minister unto me, and they shall keep my 
charge. And it shall come to pass, that when 
they enter in at the gates of the inner court, 
they shall be clothed with linen garments; 
and no wool shall come upon them, whiles 
they minister in the gates of the inner court, 
and within. They shall have linen bonnets 
upon their heads, and shall have linen 
breeches upon their loins ; they shall not gird 
themselves with any thing that causeth 
sweat. And when they go forth into the 
utter court, even into the utter court to the 
people, they shall put off their garments 
wherein they ministered, and lay them in 
the holy chambers, and they shall put on 
other garments ; and they shall not sanctify 
the people with their garments. Neither 
shall they shave their heads, nor suffer their 
locks to grow long; they shall only poll their 
heads. Neither shall any priest drink wine, 
when they enter into the inner court. Neither 
shall they take for their wives a widow, nor 
her that is put away: but they shall take 
maidens of the seed of the house of Israel, or 
a widow that had a priest before. And they 
shall teach my people the difference between 
the holy and profane, and cause them to 
discern between the unclean and the clean. 
And in controversy they shall stand in judg- 
ment; and they shall judge it according to 
my judgments : and they shall keep my laws 
and my statutes in all mine assemblies; and 
they shall hallow my sabbaths. And they 
shall come at no dead person to defile them- 
selves : but for father, or for mother, or for 
son, or for daughter, for brother, or for 
sister that hath had no husband, they may 
defile themselves. And after he is cleansed, 
they shall reckon unto him seven days. And 
in the day that he goeth into the sanctuary, 
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unto the inner court, to minister in the sanc- 
tuary, he shall offer his sin offering, saith the 
Lord God. 

And it shall be unto them for an inherit- 
ance; I am their inheritance: and ye shall 
give them no possession in Israel: I am their 
possession. They shall eat the meat offering, 
and the sin offering, and the trespass offer- 
ing; and every dedicated thing .in Israel shall 
be their’s. And the first of all the firstfmits 
of all things, and every oblation of all, of 
every sort of your oblations, shall be the 
priest’s: ye shall also give unto the priest 
the first of your' dough, that he may cause 
the blessing to rest in thine house. The 
priests shall not eat of any thing that is dead 
of itself, or tom, whether it be fowl or beast. 

Moreover, when ye shall divide by lot the 
land for inheritance, ye shall offer an oblation 
unto the Lord, an holy portion of the land: 
the length shall be the length of five and 
twenty thousand' reeds, and the breadth shall 
be ten thousand. This shall be holy in all 
the borders thereof round about. Of this 
there shall be for the sanctuary five hundred 
in length, with five hundred in breadth, 
square round about; and fifty cubits round 
about for the suburbs thereof. And of this 
measure: shalt thou measure the length of 
five and twenty thousand, and the breadth of 
ten thousand : and in it shall be the sanctuary 
and the most holy place. The holy portion 
of the land shall be for the priests the minis- 
ters of the sanctuary, which shall come near 
to minister unto the Lord : and it shall be a 
place for their houses, and an holy place for 
the sanctuary. And the five and twenty 
thousand of length, and the ten thousand of 
breadth, shall also the Levites, the ministers 
of the house, have for themselves, for a 
possession for twenty chambers. And ye 
shall appoint the possession of the city five 
thousand broad, and five and twenty thou- 
sand long, over against the oblation of the 
holy portion : it shall be for the whole house 
of Israel. And a portion shall be for the 
prince on the one side and on the other side 
of the oblation of the holy portion, and of 
the possession of the city, before the oblation 
of the holy portion, and before the possession 
of the city, from the west side westward, and 
from the east side eastward : and the length 
shall be over against one of the portions, 
from the west border unto the east border. 
In the land shall be his possession in Israel : 
and my princes shall no more oppress my 


people; and the rest of the land shall they 
give to the house of Israel according to their 
tribes. 

Duties and Rights of Princes 

Thus saith the Lord God; Let it suffice 
you, O princes of Israel: remove violence 
and spoil, and execute judgment and jus- 
tice, take away your exactions from my 
people, saith the Lord God. Ye shall have 
just balances, and a just ephah, and a just 
bath. The ephah and the bath shall be of one 
measure, that the bath may contain the tenth 
part of an homer, and the ephah the tenth 
part of an homer: the measure thereof shall 
be after the homer. And the shekel shall be 
twenty gerahs: twenty shekels, five and 
twenty shekels, fifteen shekels, shall be your 
maneh. 

This is the oblation that ye shall offer; the 
sixth part of an ephah of an homer of wheat, 
and ye shall give the sixth part of an ephah of 
an homer of barley: concerning the ordin- 
ance of oil, the bath of oil, ye shall offer the 
tenth part of a bath out of the cor, which is 
an homer of ten baths; for ten baths are an 
homer : and one lamb out of the flock, out of 
two hundred, out of the fat pastures of 
Israel; for a meat offering, and for a burnt 
offering, and for peace offerings, to make 
reconciliation for them, saith the Lord God. 
All the people of the land shall give this 
oblation for the prince in Israel. And it shall 
be the prince’s part to give burnt offerings, 
and meat offerings, and drink offerings, in 
the feasts, and in the new moons, and in the 
sabbaths, in all solemnities of the house of 
Israel : he shall prepare the sin offering, and 
the meat offering, and the burnt offering, 
and the peace offerings, to make reconcilia- 
tion for the house of Israel. 


SACRED FESTIVALS Ezek 45, 18— 46, 24 

Unlike some of the other prophets , Ezekiel 
demands that the people shall keep the Festi- 
valS) and reckon the offering of sacrifices as 
an essential part of worship. 

Thus saith the Lord God; In the first 
month, in the first day of the month, thou 
shalt take a young bullock without blemish, 
and cleanse the sanctuary: and the priest 
shall take of the blood of the sin offering, and 
put it upon the posts of the house, and upon 



the four comers of the settle of the altar, and 
upon the posts of the gate of the inner court. 
And so thou shalt do the seventh day of the 
month for every one that erreth, and for him 
that is simple : so shall ye reconcile the house. 

In the first month, in the fourteenth day 
of the month, ye shall have the passover, a 
feast of seven days; unleavened bread shall 
be eaten. And upon that day shall the prince 
prepare for himself and for all the people of 
the land a bullock for a sin offering. And 
seven days of the feast he shall prepare a 
burnt offering to the Lord, seven bullocks 
and seven rams without blemish daily the 
seven days ; and a kid of the goats daily for 
a sin offering. And he shall prepare a meat 
offering of an ephah for a bullock, and an 
ephah for a ram, and an hin of oil for an 
ephah. In the seventh month, in the fifteenth 
day of the month, shall he do the like in the 
feast of the seven days, according to the sin 
offering, according to the burnt offering, and 
according to the meat offering, and according 
to the oil. 

The Festivals 

Thus saith the Lord God; The gate of the 
inner court that looketh toward the east shall 
be shut the six working days; but on the 
sabbath it shall be opened, and in the day of 
the new moon it shall be opened. And the 
prince shall enter by the way of the porch of 
that gate without, and shall stand by the post 
of the gate, and the priests shall prepare his 
burnt offering and his peace offerings, and 
he shall worship at the threshold of the gate : 
then he shall go forth; but the gate shall not 
be shut until the evening. Likewise the 
people of the land shall worship at the door 
of this gate before the Lord in the sabbaths 
and in the new moons. And the burnt 
offering that the prince shall offer unto the 
Lord in the sabbath day shall be six lambs 
without blemish, and a ram without blemish. 
And the meat offering shall be an ephah for 
a ram, and the meat offering for the lambs 
as he shall be able to give, and an hin of oil 
to an ephah. 

And in the day of the new moon it shall be 
a young bullock without blemish, and six 
lambs, and a ram: they shall be without 
blemish. And he shall prepare a meat offer- 
ing, an ephah for a bullock, and an ephah 
for a ram, and for the lambs according as 
his hand shall attain unto, and an hin of oil 
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to an ephah. And when the prince shall 
enter, he shall go in by the way of the porch 
of that gate, and he shall go forth by the way 
thereof. 

But when the people of the land shall 
come before the Lord in the solemn feasts, 
he that entereth in by the way of the north 
gate to worship shall go out by the way of the 
south gate; and he that entereth by the way 
of the south gate shall go forth by the way of 
the north gate: he shall not return by the 
way of the gate whereby he came in, but 
shall go forth over against it. And the prince 
m the midst of them, when they go in, shall 
go in; and when they go forth, shall go forth. 
And in the feasts and in the solemnities the 
meat offering shall be an ephah to a bullock, 
and an ephah to a ram, and to the lambs as 
he is able to give, and an hin of oil to an 
ephah. Now when the prince shall prepare 
a voluntary burnt offering or peace offerings 
voluntarily unto the Lord, one shall then 
open him the gate that looketh toward the 
east, and he shall prepare his burnt offering 
and his peace offerings, as he did on the 
sabbath day: then he shall go forth; and 
after his going forth one shall shut the 
gate. 

Thou shalt daily prepare a burnt offering 
unto the Lord of a lamb of the first year 
without blemish : thou shalt prepare it every 
morning. And thou shalt prepare a meat 
offering for it every morning, the sixth part 
of an ephah, and the third part of an hin of 
oil, to temper with the fine flour; a meat 
offering continually by a perpetual ordinance 
unto the Lord. Thus shall they prepare the 
lamb, and the meat offering, and the oil, 
every morning for a continual burnt offering. 

The Crown Rights 

Thus saith the Lord God ; If the prince 
give a gift unto any of his sons, the inherit- 
ance thereof shall be his sons 5 ; it shall be 
their possession by inheritance. But if he 
give a gift of his inheritance to one of his 
servants, then it shall be his to the year of 
liberty; after it shall return to the prince : but 
his inheritance shall be his sons 5 for them. 
Moreover the prince shall not take of the 
people’s inheritance by oppression, to thrust 
them out of their possession ; but he shall 
give his sons inheritance out of his own 
possession: that my people be not scattered 
every man from his possession. 
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Preparing the Sacrifices 

After he brought me through the entry, 
which was at the side of the gate, into the 
holy chambers of the priests, which looked 
toward the north: and, behold, there was a 
place on the two sides westward. Then said 
he unto me, This is the place where the 
priests shall boil the trespass offering and 
the sin offering, where they shall bake the 
meat offering; tliat they bear them not out 
into the utter court, to sanctify the people. 
Then he brought me forth into the utter 


court, and caused me to pass by the four 
corners of the court; and, behold, in every 
comer of the court there was a court. In the 
four comers of the court there were courts 
joined of forty cubits long and thirty broad: 
these four corners were of one measure. And 
there was a row of building round about in 
them, round about them four, and it was 
made with boiling places under the rows 
round about. Then said he unto me, These 
are the places of them that boil, where the 
ministers of the house shall boil the sacrifice 
of the people. 


NEW VITALITY Ezekiel 47, 1— 48, 35 

It has been said that the Prophefs vision of the River of Life was meant to be taken 
literally ; that it merely expresses the hope or promise that the arid, desert strip of 
country lying between Jerusalem and the Dead Sea will be made fertile and fruitful, 
now that the land is to be the dwelling-place of God and His people . But we cannot 
forget the reappearance of the vision {without the Temple) to the writer of the 
Apocalypse {Rev. 21 ), and would hesitate to limit the meaning of the thought on this 
page to a physical stream. To our minds , the lovely vision is, to every new age, a 
beatific revelation of the life-giving, healing, heavenly spirit that refreshes the hearts 
of men, and flows from every act of worship. 


The River of Life 

AFTERWARD he brought me again unto the 
door of the house ; and, behold, waters issued 
but from under the threshold of the house 
eastward: for the forefront of the house stood 
toward the east, and the waters came down 
from under from the right side of the house, 
at the south side of the altar. Then brought 
he me out of the way of the gate northward, 
and led me about the way without unto the 
utter gate by the way that looketh eastward; 
and, behold, there ran out waters on the 
right side. 

And when the man that had the line in his 
hand went forth eastward, he measured a 
thousand cubits, and he brought me through 
the waters; the waters were to the ankles. 
Again he measured a thousand, and brought 
me through the waters ; the waters were to 
the knees. Again he measured a thousand, 
and brought me through ; the waters were to 
the loins. Afterward he measured a thou- 
sand; and it was a river that I could not pass 
over: for the waters were risen, waters to 
swim in, a river that could not be passed 
over. 

And he said unto me. Son of man, hast 


thou seen this? Then he brought me, and 
caused me to return to the brink of the river. 
Now when I had returned, behold, at the 
bank of the river were very many trees on 
the one side and on the other. Then said he 
unto me. These waters issue out toward the 
east country, and go down into the desert, 
and go into the sea: which being brought 
forth into the sea, the waters shall be healed. 
And it shall come to pass, that every thing 
that liveth, which moveth, whithersoever the 
rivers shall come, shall live : and there shall 
be a very great multitude of fish, because 
these waters shall come thither: for they 
shall be healed; and every thing shall live 
whither the river cometh. And it shall come 
to pass, that the fishers shall stand upon it 
from En-gedi even unto En-eglaim; they 
shall be a place to spread forth nets; their 
fish shall be according to their kinds, as the 
fish of the great sea, exceeding many. But 
the miry places thereof and the marishes 
thereof shall not be healed; they shall be 
given to salt. And by the river upon the bank 
thereof, on this side and on that side, shall 
grow all trees for meat, whose leaf shall not 
fade, neither shall the fruit thereof be con- 
sumed : it shall bring forth new fruit accord- 
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ing to his months, because their waters they 
issued out of the sanctuary: and the fruit 
thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof 
for medicine. 

The Boundaries of the Law 

Thus saith the Lord God; This shall be 
the border, whereby ye shall inherit the land 
according to the twelve tribes of Israel: 
Joseph shall have two portions. And ye 
shall inherit it, one as well as another : con- 
cerning the which I lifted up mine hand to 
give it unto your fathers : and this land shall 
fall unto you for inheritance. 

And this shall be the border of the land 
toward the north side, from the great sea, the 
way of Hethlon, as men go to Zedad; Ha- 
math, Berothah, Sibraim, which is between 
the border of Damascus and the border 
of Hamath; Hazar-hatticon, which is by 
the coast of Hauran. And the border from 
the sea shall be Hazar-enan, the border of 
Damascus, and the north northward, and 
the border of Hamath. And this is the north 
side. And the east side ye shall measure 
from Hauran, and from Damascus, and from 
Gilead, and from the land of Israel by 
Jordan, from the border unto the east sea. 
And this is the east side. And the south side 
southward, from Tamar even to the waters 
of strife in Kadesh, the river to the great sea. 
And this is the south side southward. The 
west side also shall be the great sea from the 
border, till a man come over against Hamath. 
This is the west side. 

The Inheritance of Strangers 

So shall ye divide this land unto you 
according to the tribes of Israel. And it shall 
come to pass, that ye shall divide it by lot for 
an inheritance unto you, and to the strangers 
that sojourn among you, which shall beget 
children among you : and they shall be unto 
you as born in the country among the 
children of Israel; they shall have inheritance 
with you among the tribes of Israel. And it 
shall come to pass, that in what tribe the 
stranger sojourneth, there shall ye give him 
his inheritance, saith the Lord God. 

Tribal Allotments 

Now these are the names of the tribes. 
From the north end to the coast of the way 
of Hethlon, as one goeth to Hamath, Hazar- 
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enan, the border of Damascus northward, 
to the coast of Hamath; for these are his 
sides east and west; a portion for Dan. And 
by the border of Dan, from the east side unto 
the west side, a portion for Asher. And by 
the border of Asher, from the east side even 
unto the west side, a portion for Naphtali. 
And by the border of Naphtali, from the east 
side unto the west side, a portion for Manas- 
seh. And by the border of Manasseh, from 
the east side unto the west side, a portion for 
Ephraim. And by the border of Ephraim, 
from the east side even unto the west side, 
a portion for Reuben. And by the border of 
Reuben, from the east side unto the west 
side, a portion for Judah. 

The Sacred Reservation 

And by the border of Judah, from the east 
side unto the west side, shall be the offering 
which ye shall offer of five and twenty thou- 
sand reeds in breadth, and in length as one 
of the other parts, from the east side unto 
the west side: and the sanctuary shall be in 
the midst of it. The oblation that ye shall 
offer unto the Lord shall be of five and 
twenty thousand in length, and of ten thou- 
sand in breadth. And for them, even for the 
priests, shall be this holy oblation; toward 
the north five and twenty thousand in length, 
and toward the west ten thousand in breadth, 
and toward the east ten thousand in breadth, 
and toward the south five and twenty thou- 
sand in length: and the sanctuary of the 
Lord shall be in the midst thereof. It shall 
be for the priests that are sanctified of the 
sons of Zadok; which have kept my charge, 
which went not astray when the children 
of Israel went astray, as the Levites went 
astray. And this oblation of the land that 
is offered shall be unto them a thing most 
holy by the border of the Levites. 

And over against the border of the priests 
the Levites shall have five and twenty thou- 
sand in length, and ten thousand in breadth: 
all the length shall be five and twenty thou- 
sand, and the breadth ten thousand. And 
they shall not sell of it, neither exchange, nor 
alienate the firstfruits of the land : for it is 
holy unto the Lord. 

And the five thousand, that are left in the 
breadth over against the five and twenty 
thousand, shall be a profane place for the 
city, for dwelling, and for suburbs : and the 
city shall be in the midst thereof. And these 
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shall be the measures thereof; the north side 
four thousand and five hundred* and the 
south side four thousand and five hundred* 
and on the east side four thousand and five 
hundred* and the west side four thousand 
and five hundred. And the suburbs of the 
city shall be toward the north two hundred 
and fifty* and toward the south two hundred 
and fifty* and toward the east two hun- 
dred and fifty* and toward the west two hun- 
dred and fifty. And the residue in length over 
against the oblation of the holy portion shall 
be ten thousand eastward* and ten thousand 
westward: and it shall be over against the 
oblation of the holy portion ; and the increase 
thereof shall be for food unto them that serve 
the city. And they that serve the city shall 
serve it out of all the tribes of Israel. All the 
oblation shall be five and twenty thousand 
by five and twenty thousand : ye shall offer 
the holy oblation foursquare* with the pos- 
session of the city. 

And the residue shall be for the prince* on 
the one side and on the other of the holy 
oblation* and of the possession of the city* 
over against the five and twenty thousand of 
the oblation toward the east border* and 
westward over against the five and twenty 
thousand toward the west border* over 
against the portions for the prince: and it 
shall be the holy oblation; and the sanctuary 
of the house shall be in the midst thereof. 
Moreover from the possession of the Levites* 
and from the possession of the city, being 
in the midst of that which is the prince’s* 
between the border of Judah and the border 
of Benjamin* shall be for the prince. As for 
the rest of the tribes* from the east side unto 


the west side* Benjamin shall have a portion. 
And by the border of Benjamin* from the 
east side unto the west side* Simeon shall 
have a portion. And by the border of Simeon* 
from the east side unto the west side* Issachar 
a portion. And by the border of Issachar* 
from the east side unto the west side* 
Zebulun a portion. And by the border of 
Zebulun* from the east side unto the west 
side* Gad a portion. And by the border of 
Gad* at the south side southward* the border 
shall be even from Tamar unto the waters of 
strife in Kadesh* and to the river toward the 
great sea. This is the land which ye shall 
divide by lot unto the tribes of Israel for 
inheritance* and these are their portions* 
saith the Lord God, 

The Name of the City 

And these are the goings out of the city on 
the north side* four thousand and five hun- 
dred measures. And the gates of the city 
shall be after the names of the tribes of Israel: 
three gates northward; one gate of Reuben* 
one gate of Judah* one gate of Levi. And at 
the east side four thousand and five hundred : 
and three gates; and one gate of Joseph* one 
gate of Benjamin* one gate of Dan. And at 
the south side four thousand and five hun- 
dred measures: and three gates; one gate of 
Simeon* one gate of Issachar* one gate of 
Zebulun. At the west side four thousand 
and five hundred* with their three gates; one 
gate of Gad* one gate of Asher* one gate of 
Naphtali. It was round about eighteen thou- 
sand measures: and the name of the city 
from that day shall be* The Lord is there. 



D A N I E L 

TIME CANNOT DIM THE GLORY OF THEIR DEEDS 

NOR DESTROY THE KINGDOM OF THEIR DREAMS 

In order to understand this book it is necessary to keep two things in mind . The first 
part (chs. 1-6) consists of narratives that appear to describe events that took place in 
Babylon during the years 604-522 B.C. Actually, the writer, because of persecution, was 
using past history merely as a vehicle to conceal from the persecutors the fact that he was 
dealing with the existing conditions of his own time, under the reign of the Syrian king 
Antiochus Epiphanes, 175-164 B.C. The second part (chs. 7-12) consists of prophecies, 
but not in the ordinary sense of the word. The writer uses prophecy as he uses history — 
as the vehicle of a message that will stimulate the faith of his people, but presented in 
such a way that it will not bring upon him or them the wrath of their enemies. He depicts, 
in the form of symbolic visions attributed to Daniel, the history of the preceding four 
hundredyears, with a prediction of the immediate future, to show that God is the Ruler 
of history, and what He has made known to His servants He will bring to pass. 


GOD'S HEROES 

I N the third year of the reign of Jehoia- 
kim king of Judah came Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, 
and besieged it. And the Lord gave 
Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with 
part of the vessels of the house of God: 
which he carried into the land of Shinar to 
the house of his god; and he brought the 
vessels into the treasure house of his god. 
And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the 
master of his eunuchs, that he should bring 
certain of the children of Israel, and of the 
king’s seed, and of the princes ; children in 
whom was no blemish, but well favoured, 
and skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in 
knowledge, and understanding science, and 
such as had ability in them to stand in the 
king’s palace, and whom they might teach 
the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans. 
And the king appointed them a daily pro- 
vision of the king’s meat, and of the wine 
which he drank: so nourishing them three 
years, that at the end thereof they might 
stand before the king. Now among these 
were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hana- 
niah, Mishael, and Azariah : unto whom the 
prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he 


Daniel 1 , 1 — 6, 28 

gave unto Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; 
and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to Mi- 
shael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abed- 
nego. 

But Daniel purposed in his heart that he 
would not defile himself with the portion of 
the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he 
drank : therefore he requested of the prince 
of the eunuchs that he might not defile him- 
self. Now God had brought Daniel into 
favour and tender love with the prince of the 
eunuchs. And the prince of the eunuchs 
said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king, 
who hath appointed your meat and your 
drink: for why should he see your faces 
worse liking than the children which are of 
your sort? then shall ye make me endanger 
my head to the king. Then said Daniel to 
Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had 
set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah, Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, 
ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, 
and water to drink. Then let our counten- 
ances be looked upon before thee, and the 
countenance of the children that eat of the 
portion of the king’s meat: and as thou seest, 
deal with thy servants. 
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So .he consented to them in this matter* 
and proved them ten days. And at the end 
of ten days their countenances appeared 
fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children 
which did eat the portion of the king’s meat. 
Thus Melzar took away the portion of their 
meat* and the wine that they should drink; 
and gave them pulse. 

As for these four children* God gave them 
knowledge and skill in all learning and wis- 
dom: and Daniel had understanding in all 
visions and dreams. Now at the end of the 
days that the king had said he should bring 
them in* then the prince of the eunuchs 
brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 
And the king communed with them; and 
among them all was found none like Daniel* 
Hananiah* Mishael, and Azariah: therefore 
stood they before the king. And in all matters 
of wisdom and understanding* that the king 
inquired of them* he found them ten times 
better than all the magicians and astrologers 
that were in all his realm. And Daniel con- 
tinued even unto the first year of king Cyrus, 

A MODEST YOUTH Dan. 2, 1-49 

These heroic tales, with a Babylonian back- 
ground, inspired the people of God with courage 
when * in the second century B.c.* they had to fight 
for their faith and country against the over- 
whelming forces of Greek civilization . DanieFs 
example encouraged them to stand firm for 
their particular way of living * and, in the 
second story, confirmed their conviction that 
God 9 s revelation exceeded the wisdom of pagan 
sages. 

And in the second year of the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed 
dreams* wherewith his spirit was troubled, 
and his sleep brake from him. Then the king 
commanded to call the magicians* and the 
astrologers* and the sorcerers* and the Chal- 
deans* for to shew the king his dreams. So 
they came and stood before the king. And 
the king said unto them* I have dreamed a 
dream* 1 and my spirit was troubled to know 
the dream. Then spake the Chaldeans to the 
king in Syriack* 2 O king* live forever: tell thy 
servants the dream, and we will shew the 
interpretation. The king answered and said 


to the Chaldeans* The thing is gone from 
me : if ye will not make known unto me the 
dream* with the interpretation thereof* ye 
shall be cut in pieces* and your houses shall 
be made a dunghill. But if ye shew the 
dream* and the interpretation thereof* ye 
shall receive of me gifts and rewards and 
great honour: therefore shew me the dream* 
and the interpretation thereof. They an- 
swered again and said* Let the king tell his 
servants the dream* and we will shew the 
interpretation of it. The king answered and 
said* I know of certainty that ye would gain 
the time* because ye see the thing is gone 
from me. But if ye will not make known 
unto me the dream* there is but one decree 
for you: for ye have prepared lying and 
corrupt words to speak before me* till the 
time be changed : therefore tell me the dream* 
and I shall know that ye can shew me the 
interpretation thereof. The Chaldeans an- 
swered before the king* and said* There is 
not a man upon the earth that can shew the 
king’s matter: therefore there is no king* 
lord, nor ruler* that asked such things at any 
magician* or astrologer* or Chaldean. And 
it is a rare thing that the king requireth* and 
there is none other that can shew it before 
the king* except the gods* whose dwelling is 
not with flesh. For this cause the king was 
angry and very furious* and commanded to 
destroy all the wise men of Babylon. And 
the decree went forth that the wise men 
should be slain; and they sought Daniel and 
his fellows to be slain. 

Then Daniel answered with counsel and 
wisdom to Arioch the captain of the king’s 
guard* which was gone forth to slay the wise 
men of Babylon: he answered and said to 
Arioch the king’s captain* Why is the decree 
so hasty from the king? Then Arioch made 
the thing known to Daniel. Then Daniel 
went in* and desired of the king that he 
would give him time* and that he would 
shew the king the interpretation. 

Then Daniel went to his house* and made 
the thing known to Hananiah* Mishael* and 
Azariah* his companions: that they would 
desire mercies of the God of heaven con- 
cerning this secret; that Daniel and his 
fellows should not perish with the rest of the 
wise men of Babylon. Then was the secret 


1 As the subject-matter of the dream is closely related to the content of the visions in the second half of the 
book, we can* with advantage, defer the study of it to that section. Cp. pp. 888 and 895. 

* 3 From this point to chapter 7, 28* p. 889, the original manuscript is written in Aramaic. The rest of the 

book is in Hebrew. 
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revealed unto Daniel in a night vision* Then 
Daniel blessed the God of heaven. Daniel 
answered and said* Blessed be the name of 
God for ever and ever : for wisdom and might 
are his: and he changeth the times and the 
seasons : he removeth kings* and setteth up 
kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise* and 
knowledge to them that know understand- 
ing: he revealeth the deep and secret things: 
he knoweth what is in the darkness* and the 
light dwelleth with him. I thank thee* and 
praise thee* O thou God of my fathers* who 
hast given' me wisdom and might* and hast 
made known unto me now what we desired 
of thee : for thou hast now made known unto 
us the king’s matter. Therefore Daniel went 
in unto Arioch* whom the king had ordained 
to destroy the wise men of Babylon : he went 
and said thus unto him ; Destroy not the wise 
men of Babylon : bring me in before the king* 
and I will shew unto the king the interpreta- 
tion. 

To God be the Glory 

Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the 
king in haste* and said thus unto him* I have 
found a man of the captives of Judah* that 
will make known unto the king the inter- 
pretation. The king answered and said to 
Daniel* whose name was Belteshazzar* Art 
thou able to make known unto me the dream 
which 1 have seen* and the interpretation 
thereof? Daniel answered in the presence of 
the king, and said* The secret which the king 
hath demanded cannot the wise men* the 
astrologers* the magicians* the soothsayers* 
shew unto the king; but there is a God in 
heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh 
known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what 
shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and 
the visions of thy head upon thy bed* are 
these ; as for thee* O king* thy thoughts came 
into thy mind upon thy bed* what should 
come to pass hereafter : and he that revealeth 
secrets maketh known to thee what shall 
come to pass. But as for me* this secret is 
not revealed to me for any wisdom that I 
have more than any living* but for their sakes 
that shall make known the interpretation to 
the king, and that thou mightest know the 
thoughts of thy heart. 

Thou* O king, sawest* and behold a great 
image. This great image* whose brightness 
was excellent* stood before thee; and the 
form thereof was terrible. This image’s head 
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was of fine gold* his breast and his arms of 
silver* his belly and his thighs of brass* his 
legs of iron* his feet part of iron and part of 
clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was cut 
out without hands* which smote the image 
upon his feet that were of iron and clay* and 
brake them to pieces. Then was the iron* 
the clay* the brass* the silver* and the gold* 
broken to pieces together* and became like 
the chaff of the summer threshingfioors; and 
the wind carried them away* that no place 
was found for them: and the stone that smote 
the image became a great mountain* and 
filled the whole earth. 

The Dream Interpreted 

This is the dream; and we will tell the 
interpretation thereof before the king. Thou, 
O king* art a king of kings : for the God of 
heaven hath given thee a kingdom* power* 
and strength* and glory. And wheresoever 
the children of men dwell* the beasts of the 
field and the fowls of the heaven hath he 
given into thine hand* and hath made thee 
ruler over them all. Thou art this head of 
gold. And after thee shall arise another king- 
dom inferior to thee* and another third 
kingdom of brass* which shall bear rule over 
all the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall 
be strong as iron : forasmuch as iron breaketh 
in pieces and subdueth all things : and as iron 
that breaketh all these* shall it break in pieces 
and bruise. And whereas thou sawest the 
feet and toes* part of potters’ clay* and part 
of iron* the kingdom shall be divided; but 
there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, 
forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed 
with miry clay. And as the toes of the feet 
were part of iron* and part of clay* so the 
kingdom shall be partly strong* and partly 
broken. And whereas thou sawest iron mixed 
with miry clay* they shall mingle themselves 
with the seed of men: but they shall not 
cleave one to another* even as iron is not 
mixed with clay. And in the days of these 
kings shall the God of heaven set up a king- 
dom* which shall never be destroyed: and 
the kingdom shall not be left to other people* 
but it shall break in pieces and consume all 
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 
Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was 
cut out of the mountain without hands, and 
that it brake in pieces the iron* the brass* the 
clay* the silver, and the gold; the great God 
hath made known to the king what shall 
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come to pass hereafter: and the dream is 
certain, and the interpretation thereof sure. 

Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon 
his face, and worshipped Daniel, and com- 
manded that they should offer an oblation 
and sweet odours unto him. The king 
answered unto Daniel, and said. Of a truth 
it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a 
Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, see- 
ing thou couldest reveal this secret. Then 
the king made Daniel a great man, and gave 
him many great gifts, and made him ruler 
over the whole province of Babylon, and 
chief of the governors over all the wise men 
of Babylon. Then Daniel requested of the 
king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, over the affairs of the province 
of Babylon: but Daniel sat in the gate of the 
king. 

THE FIERY FURNACE Dan. 3, 1-30 

Daniel does not figure in this story, and it is 
idle to try to find a reason for the omission. We 
are not sorry. For the story shows that there 
were others in the country whose faith and 
resolution were as strong as Daniel's, and , what 
is equally valuable at such times , as ready as he 
was to live up to their convictions . They did 
not wait to be given a lead , but , in the absence 
of their leader , faithfully and bravely played 
their part for what they believed to be right and 
true . 

Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image 
of gold, whose height was threescore cubits, 
and the breadth thereof six cubits : he set it 
up in the plain of Dura, in the province of 
Babylon. Then Nebuchadnezzar the king 
sent to gather together the princes, the 
governors, and the captains, the judges, the 
treasurers, the counsellers, the sheriffs, and 
all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the 
dedication of the image which Nebuchad- 
nezzar the king had set up. Then the princes, 
the governors, and captains, the judges, the 
treasurers, the counsellers, the sheriffs, and 
all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered 
together unto the dedication of the image 
that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up ; 
and they stood before the image that Nebu- 
chadnezzar had set up. Then an herald cried 
aloud. To you it is commanded, O people, 
nations, and languages, that at what time ye 
hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, 
sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of 


musick, ye fall down and worship the golden 
image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath 
set up: and whoso falleth not down and 
worshipped! shall the same hour be cast into 
the midst of a burning fiery furnace. There- 
fore at that time, when all the people heard 
the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, and all kinds of musick, all the 
people, the nations, and the languages, fell 
down and worshipped the golden image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 

Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans 
came near, and accused the Jews. They 
spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, 
O king, live for ever. Thou, O king, hast 
made a decree, that every man that shall hear 
the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, and dulcimer, and ail kinds of 
musick, shall fall down and worship the 
golden image: and whoso falleth not down 
and worshippeth, that he should be cast into 
the midst of a burning fiery furnace. There 
are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the 
affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego; these men, O 
king, have not regarded thee : they serve not 
thy gods, nor worship the golden image 
which thou hast set up. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and 
fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abed-nego. Then they brought 
these men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar 
spake and said unto them. Is it true, O 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, do not 
ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden 
image which I have set up? Now if ye be 
ready that at what time ye hear the sound of 
the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and 
dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall 
down and worship the image which I have 
made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall 
be cast the same hour into the midst of a 
burning fiery furnace; and who is that God 
that shall deliver you out of my hands? 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, an- 
swered and said to the king, O Nebuchad- 
nezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in 
this matter. If it be so, our God whom we 
serve is able to deliver us from the burning 
fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of 
thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known 
unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy 
gods, nor worship the golden image which 
thou hast set up. 

Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, 
and the form of his visage was changed 
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IN THE COMPANY OF MEN OF HEROIC SPIRIT 


The sacred story on this page brings to mind an entry in the diary of Sir Ernest 
Shackleton. He and his two companions were at a perilous stage of their journey when 
a fourth , a hardly visible Presence, joined them and acted as their guide. 


against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego : 
therefore he spake, and commanded that 
they should heat the furnace one seven times 
more than it was wont to be heated. And he 
commanded the most mighty men that were 
in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, and to cast them into the burn- 
ing fiery furnace. Then these men were 
bound in their coats, their hosen, and their 
hats, and their other garments, and were cast 
into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 
Therefore because the king’s commandment 
was urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, 
the flame of the fire slew those men that took 
up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. And 
these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, fell down bound into the midst 
of the burning fiery furnace. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was as- 
tonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and 
said unto his counsellers, Did not we cast 


three men bound into the midst of the fire? 
They answered and said unto the king, True, 
O king. He answered and said, Lo, I see 
four men loose, walking in the midst of the 
fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of 
the fourth is like the Son 1 of God. Then 
Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of 
the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and 
said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, 
ye servants of the most high God, come forth, 
and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego, came forth of the midst of 
the fire. And the princes, governors, and 
captains, and the king’s counsellers, being 
gathered together, saw these men, upon 
whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was 
an hair of their head singed, neither were 
their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had 
passed on them. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, 
Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 


1 Like a heavenly beings an angel: R.V, *a son of the gods’. 
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aid Abed-nego, who hath sent Ms angel, and 
delivered his servants that trusted in Mm, 
and have changed the king's word, and 
yielded their bodies, that they might not 
serve nor worsMp any god, except their own 
God. Therefore I make a decree. That every 
people, nation, and language, which speak 
any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, shall be cut in 
pieces, and their houses shall be made a 
dunghill: because there is no other God that 
.can deliver after this sort. Then the king 
promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, in the province of Babylon. 

BEFORE THE KING Dan. 4 } 1-37 

This second series of three stories seems to run 
parallel to the first three . Both begin with a 
story about food* In the first , Darnel refuses the 
food recommended by Babylon , and here the 
tree that supplies the food to all who live under 
it is cut down. Obviously , more than food is 
intended by the figure . It symbolizes Baby- 
lonian civilization as unfit for God’s people. 
And the head of that civilization , even the 
great King , shall be brought down to the level 
of the brute creation . 

Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, 
nations, and languages, that dwell in all the 
earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. I 
thought it good to shew the signs and 
wonders that the Mgh God hath wrought 
toward me. How great are his signs! and 
how mighty are his wonders! Ms kingdom is 
an everlasting kingdom, and Ms dominion is 
from generation to generation. 

I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine 
house, and flourishing in my palace : I saw 
a dream wMch made me afraid, and the 
thoughts upon my bed and the visions of my 
head troubled me. Therefore made I a de- 
cree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon 
before me, that they might make known unto 
me the interpretation of the dream. Then 
came in the magicians, the astrologers, the 
Chaldeans, and the soothsayers : and I told 
the dream before them; but they did not 
make known unto me the interpretation 
thereof. But at the last Daniel came in before 
me, whose name was Belteshazzar, according 
to the name of my god, and in whom is the 
spirit of the holy gods : and before him I told 
the dream, saying, O Belteshazzar, master 
of the magicians, because I know that the 


spirit of the holy gods is in thee, and no 
secret troixbieth thee, tell me the visions of 
my dream that I have seen, and the inter- 
pretation thereof. Thus were the visions of 
mine head in my bed; I saw, and behold a 
tree in the midst of the earth, and the height 
thereof was great. The tree grew, and was 
strong, and the height thereof reached unto 
heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of 
all the earth : the leaves thereof were fair, and 
the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat 
for all : the beasts of the field had shadow 
under it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt 
in the boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed 
of it, I saw in the visions of my head upon 
my bed, and, behold, a watcher and an holy 
one came down from heaven; he cried aloud, 
and said thus. Hew down the tree, and cut 
off Ms branches, shake off Ms leaves, and 
scatter Ms fruit : let the beasts get away from 
under it, and the fowls from Ms branches : 
nevertheless leave the stump of Ms roots in 
the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, 
in the tender grass of the field; and let it be 
wet with the dew of heaven, and let Ms 
portion be with the beasts in the grass of the 
earth : let Ms heart be changed from man’s, 
and let a beast’s heart be given unto him; 
and let seven times pass over Mm. TMs 
matter is by the decree of the watchers, and 
the demand by the word of the holy ones: 
to the intent that the living may know that 
the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, 
and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and 
setteth up over it the basest of men. TMs 
dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. 
Now thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the inter- 
pretation thereof, forasmuch as all the wise 
men of my kingdom are not able to make 
known unto me the interpretation: but thou 
art able; for the spirit of the holy gods is in 
thee. 

The Dream Interpreted 

Then Daniel, whose name was Belte- 
shazzar, was astonied for one hour, and 
his thoughts troubled Mm. The king spake, 
and said, Belteshazzar, let not the dream, 
or the interpretation thereof, trouble thee. 
Belteshazzar answered and said. My lord, 
the dream be to them that hate thee, and the 
interpretation thereof to thine enemies. The 
tree that thou sawest, wMch grew, and 
was strong, whose height reached unto the 
heaven, and the sight thereof to all the earth; 
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whose leaves were fair, and the fruit thereof will . The same hour was the thing fulfilled 
much, and in it was meat for all; under upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven 
which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon from men, and did eat grass as oxen ,' 1 and 
whose branches the fowls of the heaven had his body was wet with the dew of heaven, 
their habitation : it is thou, O king, that art till his hairs were grown like eagles 5 feathers, 
grown and become strong: for thy greatness and his nails like birds 5 claws, 
is grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy And at the end of the days I Nebuchad- 
dominion to the end of the earth. And nezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and 
whereas the king saw a watcher and an holy mine understanding returned unto me, and I 
one coming down from heaven, and saying, blessed the most High, and I praised and 
Hew the tree down, and destroy it; yet leave honoured him that liveth for ever, whose 
the stump of the roots thereof in the earth, dominion is an everlasting dominion, and 
even with a band of iron and brass, in the his kingdom is from generation to genera- 
tender grass of the field; and let it be wet tion: and all the inhabitants of the earth are 
with the dew of heaven, and let his portion reputed as nothing: and he doeth according 
be with the beasts of the field, till seven to his will in the army of heaven, and among 
times pass over him; this is the interpreta- the inhabitants of the earth: and none can 
tion, O king, and this is the decree of the stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest 
most High, which is come upon my lord the thou? At the same time my reason returned 
king : that they shall drive thee from men, unto me ; and for the glory of my kingdom, 
and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of mine honour and brightness returned unto 
the field, and they shall make thee to eat me; and my counsellers and my lords sought 
grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with unto me; and I was established in my king- 
the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass dom, and excellent majesty was added unto 
over thee, till thou know that the most High me. Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and 
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it extol and honour the King of heaven, all 
to whomsoever he will. And whereas they whose works are truth, and his ways judg- 
commanded to leave the stump of the tree ment: and those that walk in pride he is able 
roots; thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, to abase, 
after that thou shalt have known that the 
heavens do rule. Wherefore, O king, let my 

counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break WRITING ON THE WALL Dan . 5 , 1-3 1 
off thy sins by righteousness, and thine 

iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor; ^ s ^ C( >nd story of the first series* the 

if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquil- following story turns upon the problem of 
jfcy solving a mystery. Human wisdom fails. The 

All this came upon the king Nebuchad- sages of Babylon cannot read the meaning , but 
nezzar. At the end of twelve months he G°d makes it known to one of Israel's sons, 
walked in the palace of the kingdom of The message the people of the second century 
Babylon. The king spake, and said. Is not B.c. would read m the story is plain. The 
this great Babylon, that I have built for the Divine Revelation given to Israel will do more 
house of the kingdom by the might of my to solve the mysteries of life than Greek wisdom . , 
power, and for the honour of my majesty? an ^ therefore , should be highly valued and 
While the word was in the king’s mouth, scrupulously observed. 
there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O \ 

king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; Belshazzar the king made a great feast to 
The kingdom is departed from thee. And a thousand of his lords, and drank wine 
they shall drive thee from men, and thy before the thousand. Belshazzar, whiles he 
dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field : tasted the wine, commanded to bring the 
they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and golden and silver vessels which his father 
seven times shall pass over thee, until thou Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple 
know that the most High ruleth in the king- which was in Jerusalem; that the king, and 
dom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he his princes, his wives, and his concubines, 

1 The words describe a form of madness, under which the sufferer imagines he is an animal. There is no 
evidence, outside this book, that Nebuchadnezzar was afflicted in this way, but there are traces of a tradition 
that he uttered a curse of this character on Cyrus when he had a vision that Cyrus would overthrow his empire* 
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might drink therein. Then they brought the 
golden vessels that were taken out of the 
temple of the house of God which was at 
Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his 
wives, and his concubines, drank in them. 
They drank wine, and praised the gods of 
gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, 
and of stone. In the same hour came forth 
fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over 
against the candlestick upon the plaister of 
the wall of the king's palace: and the king 
saw the part of the hand that wrote. Then 
the king's countenance was changed, and 
his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints 
of Ms loins were loosed, and his knees smote 
one against another. The king cried aloud 
to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, 
and the soothsayers. And the king spake, 
and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whoso- 
ever shall read this writing, and shew me the 
interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with 
scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his 
neck, and shall be the third ruler in the king- 
dom. Then came in ail the king's wise men : 
but they could not read the writing, nor 
make known to the king the interpretation 
thereof. Then was king Belshazzar greatly 
troubled, and Ms countenance was changed 
in him, and Ms lords were astonied. 

God's Messenger 

Now the queen, by reason of the words of 
the king and Ms lords, came into the banquet 
house : and the queen spake and said, O king, 
live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble 
thee, nor let thy countenance be changed: 
there is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is 
the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days 
of thy father light and understanding and 
wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was 
found in him; whom the king Nebuchad- 
nezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy father, 
made master of the magicians, astrologers, 
Chaldeans, and soothsayers; forasmuch as an 
excellent spirit, and knowledge, and under- 
standing, interpreting of dreams, and shew- 
ing of hard sentences, and dissolving of 
doubts, were found in the same Daniel, 
whom the king named Belteshazzar : now let 
Darnel be called, and he will shew the inter- 
pretation. 

Then was Darnel brought in before the 
king. And the king spake and said unto 
Darnel, Art thou that Daniel, wMch art of 
the cMldren of the captivity of Judah, whom 


the king my father brought out of Jewry? I 
have even heard of thee, that the spirit of 
the gods is in thee, and that light and under- 
standing and excellent wisdom is found in 
thee. And now the wise men, the astrologers, 
have been brought in before me, that they 
should read tMs writing, and make known 
unto me the interpretation thereof : but they 
could not shew the interpretation of the 
thing: and I have heard of thee, that thou 
canst make interpretations, and dissolve 
doubts: now if thou canst read the writing, 
and make known to me the interpretation 
thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, 
and have a chain of gold about thy neck, and 
shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom. 

God's Message 

Then Daniel answered and said before 
the king. Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give 
thy rewards to another; yet I will read the 
writing unto the king, and make known to 
him the interpretation. O thou king, the 
most Mgh God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy 
father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, 
and honour: and for. the majesty that he 
gave him, all people, nations, and languages, 
trembled and feared before him: whom he 
would he slew; and whom he would he kept 
alive; and whom he would he set up; and 
whom he would he put down. But when Ms 
heart was lifted up, and Ms mind hardened 
in pride, he was deposed from Ms kingly 
throne, and they took Ms glory from him: 
and he was driven from the sons of men; and 
Ms heart was made like the beasts, and Ms 
dwelling was with the wild asses: they fed 
him with grass like oxen, and Ms body was 
wet with the dew of heaven ; till he knew that 
the most Mgh God ruled in the kingdom of 
men, and that he appointeth over it whom- 
soever he will. And thou Ms son, O Bel- 
shazzar, hast not humbled tMne heart, though 
thou knewest all tMs; but hast lifted up thy- 
self against the Lord of heaven; and they 
have brought the vessels of Ms house before 
thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and 
thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; 
and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and 
gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, wMch 
see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in 
whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all 
thy ways, hast thou not glorified: then was 
the part of the hand sent from Mm; and tMs 
writing was written. 



And this is the writing that was written, 
MENE* MENE* TEKEL* UPHARSIN. 1 * * * 
This is the interpretation of the thing: 
MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom* 
and finished it, TEKEL; Thou are weighed 
in the balances* and art found wanting, 
PERES; Thy kingdom is divided* and given 
to the Medes and Persians. Then com- 
manded Belshazzar* and they clothed Daniel 
with scarlet* and put a chain of gold about 
his neck* and made a proclamation concern- 
ing him* that he should be the third ruler in 
the kingdom. 

In that night was Belshazzar the king of 
the Chaldeans slain. And Darius the Median 
took the kingdom* being about threescore and 
two years old. 

IN THE LION’S DEN Dan. 6, 1-28 

This story * like the third in the first series * 
turns on the issues of life and death: on God's 
power to preserve and deliver those who put 
their trust in Him . It is an assurance to men 
who are persecuted and condemned to death 
that God will not forsake them in their dire 
need , nor suffer them to he utterly destroyed . 
Men of God are indestructible. 

It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 
an hundred and twenty princes, which should 
be over the whole kingdom; and over these 
three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: 
that the princes might give accounts unto 
them* and the king should have no damage. 
Then this Daniel was preferred above the 
presidents and princes* because an excellent 
spirit was in him; and the king thought to 
set him over the whole realm. 

Then the presidents and princes sought 
to find occasion against Daniel concerning 
the kingdom; but they could find none 
occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was 
faithful* neither was there any error or fault 
found in him. Then said these men* We 
shall not find any occasion against this 
Daniel* except we find it against him con- 
cerning the law of his God. Then these 
presidents and princes assembled together 
to the king* and said thus unto him* King 
Darius* live for ever. All the presidents of 
the kingdom* the governors* and the princes* 
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the counsellers* tod the captains* have con- 
suited together to establish a royal statute* 
and to make a firm decree* that whosoever 
shall -ask a petition of any God or man for 
thirty days* save of thee* O king* he shall be 
cast into the den of lions. Now, O king, 
establish the decree* and sign the writing, 
that It be not changed* according to the law 
of the Medes and Persians* which altereth 
not. Wherefore king Darius signed the 
writing and the decree. 

Now when Daniel knew that the writing 
was signed* he went Into his house; and his 
windows being open in his chamber toward 
Jerusalem* he kneeled upon his knees three 
times a day* and prayed* and gave thanks 
before his God* as he did aforetime. Then 
these men assembled* and found Daniel 
praying and making supplication before his 
God. Then they came near* and spake 
before the king concerning the king’s decree; 
Hast thou not signed a decree* that every 
man that shall ask a petition of any God or 
man within thirty days, save of thee, O king* 
shall be cast into the den of lions? The king 
answered and said* The thing Is true* accord- 
ing to the law of the Medes and Persians, 
which altereth not. Then answered they and 
said before the king* That Daniel* which is 
of the children of the captivity of Judah* 
regardeth not thee* O king* nor the decree 
that thou hast signed* but makethhis petition 
three times a day. Then the king* when he 
heard these words* was sore displeased with 
himself* and set his heart on Daniel to deliver 
him : and he laboured till the going down of 
the sun to deliver him. Then these men 
assembled unto the king* and said unto the 
king* Know, O king* that the law of the 
Medes and Persians is* That no decree nor 
statute which the king established! may be 
changed. 

Then the king commanded* and they 
brought Daniel* and cast him into the den 
of lions. Now the king spake and said unto 
Daniel* Thy God whom thou servest con- 
tinually* he will deliver thee. And a stone 
was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the 
den; and the king sealed it with his own 
signet* and with the signet of his lords; that 
the purpose might not be changed concern- 
ing Daniel. Then the king went to his 


1 The difference between upharsin and peres is easily explained: pharsin is the plural form of petes y and. the 

letter u is a connecting particle. But the exact meaning of each word of the inscription is not so easily deter- 

mined. Upharsin is a play on the word ‘Persians 9 . Weights as denoting the value of persons occur also 

in the Talmud. Peres * half 9 (mina) is in reference to Bel, a worthless son. 
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palace, and passed the night fasting: neither And the king commanded, and they 
were instruments of musick brought before brought those men which had accused 

him: and Ms sleep went from him, Daniel, and they cast them into the den of 

Then the king arose very early in the lions, them, their children, and their wives; 
morning, and went in haste unto the den of and the lions had the mastery of them, and 
lions. And when he came to the den, he cried brake all their bones in pieces or ever they 
with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: and came at the bottom of the den, 
the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, Then king Darius wrote unto all people, 
servant of the living God, is thy God, whom nations, and languages, that dwell in all the 
thou servest continually, able to deliver thee earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. I make 
from the lions? Then said Daniel unto the a decree. That in every dominion of my 
king, O king, live for ever. My God hath kingdom men tremble and fear before the 
sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ God of Daniel: for he Is the living God, and 
mouths, that they have not hurt me : foras- stedfast for ever, and Ms kingdom that wMch 
much as before him innocency was found in shall not be destroyed, and Ms dominion 
me; and also before thee, O king, have I done shall be even unto the end. He delivered! 
no hurt. Then was the king exceeding glad and rescueth, and he worketh signs and 
for Mm, and commanded that they should wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath 
take Daniel up out of the den. So Darnel delivered Daniel from the power of the lions, 
was taken up out of the den, and no manner So this Daniel prospered in the reign 
of hurt was found upon him, because he of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the 
believed in Ms God. Persian. 

VISIONS OF THE FUTURE 

A REVELATION OF MAN’S EVERLASTING HOPE 

DANIEL CHAPTERS 7, i— 12, 13 

Now Daniel dreams . Up to this point he has been the interpreter of the dreams of others. 
But whoever the dreamer , the dream-theme, divested of its symbolic imagery, is the 
same— dramatic radical changes are on foot The kingdoms men have set up are 
hastening to their end . God will set up a new, a greater and better kingdom . Compared 
with the brutal, animal-like empires under which mankind was at this time afflicted, 
it will be a human order of society, a kingdom of good-hearted and true-minded people. 
It will cover the earth and last for ever; and will be brought into being by the direct 
action of God. 11 Thy Kingdom come. 9 But the kingdom of our prayers far exceeds the 
glory of the national or political kingdom of Daniels dreams , 

I N the first year of Belshazzar king of on one side, and it had three ribs in the 
Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions mouth of it between the teeth of it : and they 
of Ms head upon Ms bed : then he wrote said thus unto it. Arise, devour much flesh, 
the dream, and told the sum of the After this I beheld, and lo another, like a 
matters. Daniel spake and said, I saw in my leopard, wMch had upon the back of it four 
vision by night, and, behold, the four winds wings of a fowl; the beast had also four 
of the heaven strove upon the great sea. And heads; and dominion was given to it. After 
four great beasts came up from the sea, this I saw in the night visions, and behold a 
diverse one from another. The first was like fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong 
a lion, and had eagle’s wings: I beheld till exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it 
the wings thereof were plucked, aud it was devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped 
lifted up from the earth, and made stand the residue with the feet of it: and it was 
upon the feet as a man, and a man’s heart diverse from all the beasts that were before 
was given to it. And behold another beast, it; and it had ten horns. I considered the 
a second* like to a bear, and it raised up itself horns, and, behold, there came up among 
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them another little horn, before whom there 
were three of the first horns plucked up by 
the roots : and, behold, in this horn were eyes 
like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking 
great things. 

I beheld till the thrones were cast down, 
and the Ancient of days did sit, whose gar- 
ment was white as snow, and the hair of his 
head like the pure wool: his throne was like 
the fiery fame, and his wheels as burning 
fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth 
from before him : thousand thousands minis- 
ter ed unto him, and ten thousand times ten 
thousand stood before him: the judgment 
was set, and the books were opened. I be- 
held then because of the voice of the great 
words which the horn spake: I beheld even 
till the beast was slain, and his body de- 
stroyed, and given to the burning flame. As 
concerning the rest of the beasts, they had 
their dominion taken away: yet their lives 
were prolonged for a season and time. 

I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one 
like the Son 1 of man came with the clouds of 
heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and 
they brought him near before him. And 
there was given him dominion, and glory, 
and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and 
languages, should serve him: his dominion 
is an everlasting dominion, which shall not 
pass away, and his kingdom that which shall 
not be destroyed. 

The Interpretation 

I Daniel was grieved in my spirit in the 
midst of my body, and the visions of my 
head troubled me. I came near unto one of 
them that stood by, and asked him the truth 
of all this. So he told me, and made me 
know the interpretation of the things. These 
great beasts , 2 which are four, are four kings, 
which shall arise out of the earth. But the 
saints of the most High shall take the king- 
dom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even 
for ever and ever. Then I would know the 
truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse 
from all the others, exceeding dreadful, 
whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of 
brass; which devoured, brake in pieces, and 
stamped the residue with his feet; and of 
the ten horns that were in his head, and 
of the other which came up, and before 
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whom three fell; even of that horn that had 
eyes, and a mouth that spake very great 
things, whose look was more stout than his 
fellows. I beheld, and the same horn made 
war with the saints, and prevailed against 
them; until the Ancient of days came, and 
judgment was given to the saints of the most 
High; and the time came that the saints 
possessed the kingdom. 

Thus he said. The fourth beast shall be the 
fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be 
diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour 
the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and 
break it in pieces. And the ten horns out of 
this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: 
and another shall rise after them; and he 
shall be diverse from the first, and he shall 
subdue three kings. And he 3 shall speak great 
words against the most High, and shall wear 
out the saints of the most High, and think 
to change times and laws: and they shall be 
given into his hand until a time and times 
and the dividing of time. But the judgment 
shall sit, and they shall take away his do- 
minion, to consume and to destroy it unto the 
end. And the kingdom and dominion, and 
the greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven, shall be given to the people of the 
saints of the most High, whose kingdom is 
an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions 
shall serve and obey him. Hitherto is the 
end of the matter. As for me Daniel, my 
cogitations much troubled me, and my coun- 
tenance changed in me : but I kept the matter 
in . my heart. 

THE COURSE OF HISTORY Dgn. 8, 1-27 

Another presentation, under different symbols, 
of the course of history just outlined* but omit* 
ting the Babylonian period. It ends, as does 
the previous vision, with the overthrow of the 
Syrian domination, which 6 the little hom\ 
Antiochus Epiphanes , has made so intolerable. 

In the third year of the reign of king Bel- 
shazzar a vision appeared unto me, even 
unto me Daniel, after that which appeared 
unto me at the first. And I saw in a vision; 
and it came to pass, when I saw, that I was 
at Shushan in the palace, which is in the 
province of Elam; and I saw in a vision, and 
I was by the river of Ulai. Then I lifted up 


1 The words here simply mean a figure in human form. It should be * son 5 not * Son 5 , 

2 For the identity of these beasts, and their corresponding symbols in the other visions, see p. 895. 

3 The reference is to Antiochus Epiphanes, * the little horn’ of the vision, whose brutal massacres began 
the age-long persecution of the Jews. Anti-Semitism is traced back to his terrible rule. 
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mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood 
before the river a ram which had two horns : 
and the two horns were high; but one was 
higher than the other, and the higher came 
up last. I saw the ram pushing westward, 
and northward, and southward; so that no 
beasts might stand- before him, neither was 
there any that could deliver out of his hand; 
but he did according to his will, and became 
great. 

And as I was considering, behold, an he 
goat came from the west on the face of the 
whole earth, and touched not the ground: 
and the goat had a notable horn between his 
eyes. 1 And he came to the ram that had two 
horns, which I had seen standing before the 
river, and ran unto him in the fury of his 
power. And 1 saw him come close unto the 
ram, and he was moved with choler against 
him, and smote the ram, and brake his two 
horns : and there was no power in the ram to 
stand before him, but he cast him down to the 
ground, and stamped upon him : and there 
was none that could deliver the ram out of 
his hand. Therefore the he goat waxed very 
great : and when he was strong, the great horn 
was broken; and for it came up four notable 
ones toward the four winds of heaven. 

And out of one of them came forth a little 
horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward 
the south, and toward the east, and toward 
the pleasant land. And it waxed great, even 
to the host of heaven ; and it cast down some 
of the host and of the stars to the ground, 
and stamped upon them. Yea, he magnified 
himself even to the prince of the host, and 
by him the daily sacrifice was taken away, 
and the place of his sanctuary was cast down. 
And an host was given him against the daily 
sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it 
cast down the truth to the ground; and it 
practised, and prospered. Then I heard one 
saint speaking, and another saint said unto 
that certain saint which spake. How long 
shall be the vision concerning the daily sacri- 
fice, and the transgression of desolation, to 
give both the sanctuary and the host to be 
trodden under foot? And he said unto me, 
Unto two thousand and three hundred days; 
then shall the sanctuary be cleansed. 

The Interpretation 

And it came to pass, when I, even I Daniel, 
had seen the vision, and sought for the mean- 


ing, then, behold, there stood before me as 
the appearance of a man. And I heard a 
man’s voice between the banks of Uiai, which 
called, and said, Gabriel, make this man to 
understand the vision. So he came near 
where I stood: and when he came, I was 
afraid, and fell upon my face: but he said 
unto me. Understand, O son of man: for at 
the time of the end shall be the vision. Now 
as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep 
sleep on my face toward the ground: but he 
touched me, and set me upright. And he 
said, Behold, I will make thee know what 
shall be in the last end of the indignation: 
for at the time appointed the end shall be. 
The ram which thou sawest having two 
horns are the kings of Media and Persia. 
And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: 
and the great horn that is between his eyes 
is the first king. Now that being broken, 
whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms 
shall stand up out of the nation, but not in 
his power. And in the latter time of their 
kingdom, when the transgressors are come 
to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and 
understanding dark sentences, shall stand 
up. And his power shall be mighty, but not 
by his own power: and he shall destroy 
wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, 
and shall destroy the mighty and the holy 
people. And through his policy also he shall 
cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he 
shall magnify himself in his heart, and by 
peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand 
up against the Prince of princes; but he shall 
be broken without hand. And the vision of 
the evening and the morning which was told 
is true : wherefore shut thou up the vision; 
for it shall be for many days. And I Daniel 
fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward 
I rose up, and did the king’s business ; and I 
was astonished at the vision, but none under- 
stood it. 

Jeremiah’s Prophecy 

In the first year of Darius the son of 
Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which 
was made king over the realm of the Chal- 
deans ; in the first year of his reign I Daniel 
understood by books the number of the years, 
whereof the word of the Lord came to 
Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accom- 
plish seventy years in the desolations of 
Jerusalem. 


1 Another reference to Antiochus Epiphanes. See pp. 889 and 895. 
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A PROBLEM Dan. 9 , 3-27 

This vision is of a different character .. It is in 
the nature of an adaptation of an unfulfilled 
prophecy . Jeremiah (29, 10) had promised the 
restoration of Israel after 70 years . JBwt over 
400 &a<f passed without this result . 
te wwn Daniel learns that the time should be 
reckoned as 70 weeks of years, Le. 490 years, 
which brought the promise now near to its fulfil- 
ment. If we accept the reckoning as a general, 
and not a precise statement of the chronology 
of history, the difficulty is solved; but every 
attempt to make his scheme fit the dates exactly 
has so far failed. 

And I set my face unto the Lord God, to 
seek by prayer and supplications, with fast- 
ing, and sackcloth, and ashes ; and I prayed 
unto the Lord my God, and made my 
confession, and said, O Lord, the great 
and dreadful God, keeping the covenant 
and mercy to them that love him, and to 
them that keep his commandments ; we have 
sinned, and have committed iniquity, and 
have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even 
by departing from thy precepts and from 
thy judgments : neither have we hearkened 
unto thy servants the prophets, which spake 
in thy name to our kings, our princes, and 
our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 
O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, 
but unto us confusion of faces, as at this day; 
to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are 
near, and that are far off, through all the 
countries whither thou hast driven them, 
because of their trespass that they have 
trespassed against thee. O Lord, to us be- 
longeth confusion of face, to our kings, to 
our princes, and to our fathers, because 
we have sinned against thee. To the Lord 
our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, 
though we have rebelled against him; neither 
have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our 
God, to walk in his laws, which he set before 
us by his servants the prophets. Yea, all 
Israel have transgressed thy law, even by 
departing, that they might not obey thy 
voice; therefore the curse is poured upon 
us, and the oath that is written in the law of 
Moses the servant of God, because we have 
sinned against him. And he hath confirmed 
his words, which he spake against us, and 
against our judges that judged us, by bring- 
ing upon us a great evil : for under the whole 
heaven hath not been done as hath been done 
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upon Jerusalem. As it is written in the law 
of Moses, all this evil is come upon us : yet 
made we not our prayer before the Lord our 
God, that we might turn from our iniquities, 
and understand thy truth. Therefore hath 
the Lord watched upon the evil, and brought 
it upon us : for the Lord our God is righteous 
in all his works which he doeth: for we 
obeyed not his voice. And now, O Lord our 
God, that hast brought thy people forth out 
of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, 
and hast gotten thee renown, as at this day; 
we have sinned, we have done wickedly. O 
Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I 
beseech thee, let thine anger and thy fury 
be turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy 
holy mountain ; because for our sins, and for 
the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and 
thy people are become a reproach to all that 
are about us. Now therefore, O our God, 
hear the prayer of thy servant, and his sup- 
plications, and cause thy face to shine upon 
thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord’s 
sake. O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; 
open thine eyes, and behold our desolations, 
and the city which is called by thy name : for 
we do not present our supplications before 
thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great 
mercies. O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O 
Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine 
own sake, O my God : for thy city and thy 
people are called by thy name. 

The Interpretation 

And whiles I was speaking, and praying, 
and confessing my sin and the sin of my 
people Israel, and presenting my supplica- 
tion before the Lord my God for the holy 
mountain of my God; yea, whiles I was 
speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, 
whom I had seen in the vision at the begin- 
ning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me 
about the time of the evening oblation. And 
he informed me, and talked with me, and 
said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give 
thee skill and understanding. At the begin- 
ning of thy supplications the commandment 
came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for 
thou art greatly beloved: therefore under- 
stand the matter, and consider the vision* 

Seventy weeks are determined upon thy 
people and upon thy holy city, to finish the 
transgression, and to make an end of sins, 
and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
to bring in everlasting righteousness, and 
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to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to 
anoint the most Holy. Know therefore and 
understand, that from the going forth of the 
commandment to restore and to build Jeru- 
salem unto the Messiah 1 the Prince shall be 
seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks : 
the street shall be built again, and the wall, 
even in troublous times. And after three- 
score and two weeks shall Messiah 2 be cut off, 
but not for himself : and the people of the 
prince that shall come shall destroy the city 
and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall 
be with a flood, and unto the end of the war 
desolations are determined. And he shall 
confirm the covenant with many for one 
week: and in the midst of the week he shall 
cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, 
and for the overspreading of abominations 
he shall make it desolate, even until the con- 
summation, and that determined shall be 
poured upon the desolate. 

THE END OF AN AGE Dan. 10, i— 12 , 13 

After an account of his fasting, and the heavenly 
messenger sent to speak to him , Daniel again 
goes over the course of history from the fall of 
Babylon to his own times , the Greek occupation 
of Ms country . With graphic words he de- 
scribes the tyrant , Antiochus Epiphanes , and 
predicts his end. It will , he says , also be the end 
of an age, a time of distress and death for many . 
But out of it comes for us the first definite in- 
timation of the individual resurrection of those 
who are evil, as well as those who are good . 

In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a 
thing was revealed unto Daniel, whose name 
was called Belteshazzar; and the thing was 
true, but the time appointed was long: and 
he understood the thing, and had under- 
standing of the vision. In those days I 
Daniel was mourning three full weeks. I ate 
no pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor 
wine in my mouth, neither did I anoint 
myself at all, till three whole weeks were 
fulfilled. And in the four and twentieth day 
of the first month, as I was by the side of the 
great river, which is Hiddekel; then I lifted 
up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a 
certain man clothed in linen, whose loins 
were girded with fine gold of Uphaz : his 
body also was like the beryl, and his face as 
the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as 
lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like 


in colour to polished brass, and the voice of 
his words like the voice of a multitude. And 
I Daniel alone saw the vision : for the men 
that were with me saw not the vision; but a 
great quaking fell upon them, so that they 
fled to hide themselves. Therefore I was 
left alone, and saw this great vision, and 
there remained no strength in me: for my 
comeliness was turned in me into corrup- 
tion, and I retained no strength. Yet heard 
I the voice of his words : and when I heard 
the voice of his words, then was I in a deep 
sleep on my face, and my face toward the 
ground. 

A Heavenly Messenger 

And, behold, an hand touched me, which 
set me upon my knees and upon the palms 
of my hands. And he said unto me, O 
Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand 
the words that I speak unto thee, and stand 
upright: for unto thee am I now sent. And 
when he had spoken this word unto me, I 
stood trembling. Then said he unto me, 
Fear not, Daniel : for from the first day that 
thou didst set thine heart to understand, and 
to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words 
were heard, and I am come for thy words. 
But the prince of the kingdom of Persia 
withstood me one and twenty days : but, lo, 
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to 
help me; and I remained there with the 
kings of Persia. Now I am come to make 
thee understand what shall befall thy people 
in the latter days : for yet the vision is for 
many days. And when he had spoken such 
words unto me, I set my face toward the 
ground, and I became dumb. And, behold, 
one like the similitude of the sons of men 
touched my lips : then I opened my mouth, 
and spake, and said unto him that stood 
before me, O my lord, by the vision my 
sorrows are turned upon me, and I have 
retained no strength. For how can the 
servant of this my lord talk with this my 
lord? for as for me, straightway there re- 
mained no strength in me, neither is there 
breath left in me. 

Then there came again and touched me 
one like the appearance of a man, and he 
strengthened me, and said, O man greatly 
beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be 
strong, yea, be strong. And when he had 


1 The translation gives a wrong impression. It should read * an anointed one 

2 Compare preceding note. Both passages refer to the High Priest, Onias III. He was assassinated. 
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spoken unto me, I was strengthened, and 
said. Let my lord speak; for thou hast 
strengthened me. Then said he, Knowest 
thou wherefore I come unto thee? and now 
will I return to fight with the prince of 
Persia: and when I am gone forth, lo, the 
prince of Grecia shall come. But I will shew 
thee that which is noted in the scripture of 
truth: and there is none that holdeth with 
me in these things, but Michael your prince. 
Also I in the first year of Darius the Mede, 
even I, stood to confirm and to strengthen 
him. 

The Final Vision 

And now will I shew thee the truth. 
Behold, there shall stand up yet three kings 
in Persia ; and the fourth shall be far richer 
than they all: and by his strength through 
his riches he shall stir up all against the 
realm of Grecia. And a mighty king shall 
stand up, that shall rule with great dominion, 
and do according to his will. And when he 
shall stand up, his kingdom shall be broken, 
and shall be divided toward the four winds 
of heaven; and not to his posterity, nor 
according to his dominion which he ruled: 
for his kingdom shall be plucked up, even 
for others beside those. 

And the king of the south 1 shall be strong, 
and one of his princes; and he shall be 
strong above him, and have dominion; his 
dominion shall be a great dominion. And 
in the end of years they shall join themselves 
together ; for the king’s daughter of the south 
shall come to the king of the north to make 
an agreement: but she shall not retain the 
power of the arm; neither shall he stand, 
nor his arm: but she shall be given up, and 
they that brought her, and he that begat her, 
and he that strengthened her in these times. 

But out of a branch of her roots shall one 
stand up in his estate, which shall come with 
an army, and shall enter into the fortress of 
the king of the north, and shall deal against 
them, and shall prevail: and shall also carry 
captives into Egypt their gods, with their 
princes, and with their precious vessels of 
silver and of gold; and he shall continue 
more years than the king of the north. So the 
king of the south shall come into his king- 
dom, and shall return into his own land. 


But his sons shall be stirred up, and shall 
assemble a multitude of great forces: and 
one shall certainly come, and overflow, and 
pass through: then shall he return, and be 
stirred up, even to his fortress. And the king 
of the south shall be moved with choler, and 
shall come forth and fight with him, even 
with the king of the north : and he shall set 
forth a great multitude; but the multitude 
shall be given into his hand. And when he 
hath taken away the multitude, his heart 
shall be lifted up; and he shall cast down 
many ten thousands: but he shall not be 
strengthened by it. For the king of the north 
shall return, and shall set forth a multitude 
greater than the former, and shall certainly 
come after certain years with a great army 
and with much riches. And in those times 
there shall many stand up against the king 
of the south : also the robbers of thy people 
shall exalt themselves to establish the vision; 
but they shall fall. So the king of the north 
shall come, and cast up a mount, and take 
the most fenced cities : and the arms of the 
south shall not withstand, neither his chosen 
people, neither shall there be any strength 
to withstand. But he that comefh against 
him shall do according to his own will, and 
none shall stand before him: and he shall 
stand in the glorious land, which by his hand 
shall be consumed. He shall also set his face 
to enter with the strength of his whole king- 
dom, and upright ones with him; thus shall 
he do : and he shall give him the daughter of 
women, corrupting her: but she shall not 
stand on his side, neither be for him. After 
this shall he turn his face unto the isles, and 
shall take many: but a prince for his own 
behalf shall cause the reproach offered by 
him to cease; without his own reproach he 
shall cause it to turn upon him. Then he 
shall turn his face toward the fort of his own 
land : but he shall stumble and fall, and not 
be found. 

The Tyrant Ruler 

Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser 
of taxes in the glory of the kingdom: but 
within few days he shall be destroyed, neither 
in anger, nor in battle. And in his estate shall 
stand up a vile person, to whom they shall 
not give the honour of the kingdom: but he 


1 This section describes the struggle between the Ptolemys (the kings of Egypt) and the Seleucid® 
(the kings of Syria) for the possession of Palestine, and leads up to the conquest and cruel domination of the 
tyrant, Antiochus Epiphanes. 
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shall come in peaceably, and obtain the king- 
dom by flatteries. And with the arms of a 
flood shall they be overflown from before 
Mm, and shall be broken ; yea, also the prince 
of the covenant. And after the league made 
with him he shall work deceitfully: for he 
shall come up, and shall become strong with 
a small people. He. shall enter peaceably 
even upon the fattest places of the province; 
and he shall do that wMch his fathers have 
not done, nor Ms fathers 9 fathers; he shall 
scatter among them the prey, and spoil, and 
riches: yea, and he shall forecast Ms devices 
against the strong holds, even for -a time. 
And he shall stir up Ms power and his 
courage against the king of the south with a 
great army; and the king of the south shall 
be stirred up to battle with a very great and 
mighty army; but he shall not stand: for 
they shall forecast devices against him. Yea, 
they that feed of the portion of Ms meat 
shall destroy him, and Ms army shall over- 
flow: and many shall fall down slain. And 
both these kings 9 hearts shall be to do mis- 
cMef, and they shall speak lies at one table ; 
but it shall not prosper: for yet the end shall 
be at the time appointed. 

Then shall he return into Ms land with 
great riches; and Ms heart shall be against 
the holy covenant; and he shall do exploits, 
and return to Ms own land. At the time 
appointed he shall return, and come toward 
the south; but it shall not be as the former, 
or as the latter. For the sMps of CMttim 
shall come against him: therefore he shall 
be grieved, and return, and have indignation 
against the holy covenant: so shall he do; he 
shall even return, and have intelligence with 
them that forsake the holy covenant. And 
arms shall stand on Ms part, and they 
shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and 
shall take away the daily sacrifice, and 
they shall place the abomination that maketh 
desolate. 1 And such as do wickedly against 
the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: 
but the people that do know their God shall 
be strong, and do exploits. And they that 
understand among the people shall instruct 
many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and 
by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many 
days. Now when they shall fall, they shall be 
holpen with a little help : but many shall 
cleave to them with flatteries* And some of 
them of understanding shall fall, to try them. 


and to purge, and to make them wMte, even 
to the time of the end : because it is yet for 
a time appointed. 

And the king shall do according to Ms 
will; and he shall exalt Mmself, and magnify 
himself above every god, and shall speak 
marvellous things against the God of gods, 
and shall prosper till the indignation be 
accomplished : for that that is determined 
shall be done. Neither shall he regard the 
God of Ms fathers, nor the desire of women, 
nor regard any god: for he shall magnify 
Mmself above all. But in Ms estate shall he 
honour the God of forces : and a god whom 
Ms fathers knew not shall he honour with 
gold, and silver, and with precious stones, 
and pleasant tMngs. Thus shall he do in the 
most strong holds with a strange god, whom 
he shall acknowledge and increase with glory : 
and he shall cause them to rule over many, 
and shall divide the land for gain. 

The End of the Age 

And at the time of the end shall the king 
of the south push at him: and the king of 
the north shall come against Mm like a wMrl- 
wind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and 
with many sMps ; and he shall enter into the 
countries, and shall overflow and pass over. 
He shall enter also into the glorious land, 
and many countries shall be overthrown: 
but these shall escape out of his hand, even 
Edom, and Moab, and the cMef of the 
children of Ammon. He shall stretch forth 
Ms hand also upon the countries: and the 
land of Egypt shall not escape. But he shall 
have power over the treasures of gold and of 
silver, and over all the precious tMngs of 
Egypt : and the Libyans and the EtMopians 
shall be at Ms steps. But tidings out of the 
east and out of the north shall trouble Mm: 
therefore he shall go forth with great fury 
to destroy, and utterly to make away many. 
And he shall plant the tabernacles of Ms 
palace between the seas in the glorious holy 
mountain; yet he shall come to Ms end, and 
none shall help Mm. 

The Promise of a Resurrection 

And at that time shall Michael stand up, 
the great prince wMch standeth for the 
cMldren of thy people: and there shall be a 
time of trouble, such as never was since 


1 The heathen altar that Antiochus Epiphanes had set up in the Temple. After three years the Temple was 
recovered by the Jews, and re-dedicated on the 25th Chisleu 165 B.c. — the 25th of December. 
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there was a nation even to that same time: 
&nd at that time thy people shall be delivered, 
every one that shall be found written in the 
book. And many of them that sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake, some to ever- 
lasting life* and some to shame and everlast- 
ing contempt. And they that be wise shall 
shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many to righteousness as 
the stars for ever and ever. But thou* O 
Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, 
even to the time of the end : many shall run 
to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. 
Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there 
stood other two, the one on this side of the 
bank of the river, and the other on that side 
of the bank of the river. And one said to the 
man clothed in linen, which was upon the 
waters of the river. How long shall it be to 
the end of these wonders? And I heard the 
man clothed in linen, which was upon the 
waters of the river, when he held up his 


DANIEL 12, 13 
right hand and his left hand unto heaven, 
and sware by him that liveth for ever that it 
shall be for a time, times, and an half; and 
when he shall have accomplished to scatter 
the power of the holy people, all these things 
shall be finished. And I heard, but I under- 
stood not : then said I, O my Lord, what shall 
be the end of these things? And he said, Go 
thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed 
up and sealed till the time of the end. Many 
shall be purified, and made white, and tried; 
but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none 
of the wicked shall understand; but the wise 
shall understand. And from the time that 
the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and 
the abomination that maketh desolate set 
up, there shall be a thousand two hundred 
and ninety days. Blessed is he that waiteth, 
and cometh to the thousand three hundred and 
five and thirty days. But go thou thy way 
till the end be : for thou shalt rest, and stand 
in thy lot at the end of the days. 


THE COURSE OF HISTORY COVERED BY THE VISIONS 


Babylonian Empire 
605-538 B.C. 

Median Empire 
? Media united to Persia 

Persian Empire 
538-331 B.C. 

Grecian Empire 
331-165 B.C. 


Ch. 2. 

Golden Head 


Silver Breast 
Brazen Parts 
Legs and Feet 


Ch. 7 
The Lion 

The Bear 
The Leopard 
Fourth Beast 


Ch. 8. 


The Ram 


The He-goat 


MAIN EVENTS DURING THE GREEK RULE 


331 Alexander the Great conquered Palestine. 

323 Death of Alexander* and the division of the 
empire. 

301 Struggle between the rulers, ‘the homs , 3 of 
Syria and -Egypt for the possession of 
Palestine. 


175 Antiochus Epiphanes King of Syria. 
175 High Priest, Onias III, deposed. 

171 The Temple plundered. 

169 A heathen altar set up. 

167 The Maccabaan revolt. 

165 City recovered. Temple re-dedicated. 
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ASSYRIAN EMPIRE (884-606 B.c.) FALL OF SAMARIA (722 B.c.) 

The great prophet of this period was isaiah (x — 39 )- saw Assyria s rise to 

power, the fall of Samaria, and the deliverance of Jerusalem. AMOS and hosea 
preceded him. micah was his young contemporary. 


mediterranean 

SM 


f DAMASCUS . 






NEO-BABYLONIAN EMPIRE (625-538 B.c,) FALL OF JERUSALEM (586 B.C.) 

The great names of this period are those of jeremiah, ezekiel, and, towards the end, 
isaiah II. Among the Minor Prophets, whose writings reflect the history of the time, 
are zephanlah, nahum, habakkuk, and qbadiah. 




PERSIAN EMPIRE (558-331 b.c.) RETURN FROM EXILE (537 B.c.) 

At the beginning of the Persian period we hear the voices of haggai and zechariah 
(1-8). Later , according to some scholars, came MALACHI and JOEL, followed, possibly 
in the Grecian period, by zechariah ( 9 - 14 ) and JONAH. 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 

SIDE-LIGHTS ON HUMAN LIFE AND HISTORY 

This collection of little books of prophecy, called the Minor Prophets, because, 
separately, they are shorter than the Major Prophets, forms a single book in the 
Hebrew Bible. It must not, however, be concluded from this that they were a 
separate group of prophets, who appeared at a later age than that of Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, and Ezekiel For some of the Minor Prophets were actively prophesying 
during the life-time of the great prophets ; the others preceded or came after them. 
The period, therefore, now before us coincides with that of the Major Prophets, but 
overlaps it; covering altogether about six hundred years. 

Unless one is prepared to make a special study of Hebrew prophecy, much the most 
convenient way of reading these little books is to regard them as side-lights or flash- 
lights of revelation that for a moment light up human life and history, so that we can 
see them as men who believe in God ought to see them. Many different aspects of 
existence are in this way brought into view. Often these different aspects appear like 
companion pictures that have been placed side by side for emphasis in the arrangement 
of their order in our English version. If the first book, Hosea, and the last book, 
Malachi, are taken together, as they may be— as the banners of His love that are 
carried before and after God’s heralds of the Truth— then the books that come 
between, as will be seen in our treatment of them, present, in pairs, messages of revelation 
for contrasted conditions of human existence . 






H O S E A 


NEWS OF GOD FROM A BROKEN HOME 

Who is this man who speaks of love* of God's love? What has he known of love? 
From a few veiled and broken references we may piece together Ms story . Like all 
true love* it is too sacred to be drawn out in detail for the ears of the* world* But the 
scattered fragments are enough to enable sympathetic hearts to see his tragic sorrow, 
and accept in silence the revelation of his experience* Deserted and forsaken by the 
wife he loves * he ceases not to yearn for her ; and when at last he meets her*, degraded 
and offered for sale in the slave-market * he buys her back* and takes her again* tenderly 
and lovingly * to his heart and home ; there to be fully restored , But* says he* God's 
love is greater than mine* more yearning* mare lasting* reaching farther and 
more redemptive . The wonder of such love exceeds all knowledge . 

T HE word of the Lord that came his name Lo-ammi : for ye are not my people* 
unto Hosea, the son of Beeri, in the and I will not be your God . 2 
days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Yet the number of the children of Israel 
Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the shall be as the sand of the sea, which cannot 
days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of be measured nor numbered; and it shall 
Israel. come to pass, that in the place where it was 

The beginning of the word of the Lord by said unto them. Ye are not my people, there 
Hosea, And the Lord said to Hosea, Go, it shall be said unto them. Ye are the sons of 
take unto thee a wife 1 of whoredoms and the living God. Then shall the children of 
children of whoredoms : for the land hath Judah and the children of Israel be gathered 
committed great whoredom, departing from together, and appoint themselves one head, 
the Lord. So he went and took Gomer the and they shall come up out of the land: for 
daughter of Diblaim ; which conceived, and great shall be the day of Jezreel. Say ye unto 
bare him a son. And the Lord said unto your brethren, Ammi; and to your sisters, 
him. Call his name Jezreel; for yet a little Ruhamah. 

while, and I will avenge the blood of Jezreel Plead with your mother, plead: for she is 
upon the house of Jehu, and will cause to not my wife, neither am I her husband: let 
cease the kingdom of the house of Israel, her therefore put away her whoredoms out 
And it shall come to pass at that day, that of her sight, and her adulteries from between 
I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of her breasts; lest I strip her naked, and set 
Jezreel. And she conceived again, and bare a her as in the day that she was bom, and make 
daughter. And God said unto him. Call her her as a wilderness, and set her like a dry 
name Lo-ruhamah : for I will no more have land, and slay her with thirst. And I will 
mercy upon the house of Israel; but I will not have mercy upon her children; for they 
utterly take them away. But I will have be the children of whoredoms. For their 
mercy upon the house of Judah, and will save mother hath played the harlot : she that con- 
them by the Lord their God, and will not ceived them hath done shamefully: for she 
save them by bow, nor by sword, nor by said, I will go after my lovers, that give me 
battle, by horses, nor by horsemen. Now my bread and my water, my wool and my 
when she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she con- flax, mine oil and my. drink. Therefore, 
ceived, and bare a son. Then said God, Call behold, I will hedge up thy way with thorns, 

1 Not that he was to marry an immoral woman. He speaks of her with the knowledge of what she had 
become. 

3 The personal narrative gains in coherence if the paragraph on the opposite page, beginning ‘Then said 
the Lord unto me,* is read at this point. 
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and make a wall* that she shall not find her 
paths. And she shall follow after her lovers, 
but she shall not overtake them; and she shall 
seek them, but shall not find them: then 
shall she say, I will go and return to my first 
husband; for then was it better with me than 
now. S 

For she did not know that I gave her corn, 
and wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver 
and gold, which they prepared for Baal 
Therefore will I return, and take away my 
corn in the time thereof, and my wine in the 
season thereof, and will recover my wool and 
my flax given to cover her nakedness. And 
now will I discover her lewdness in the sight 
of her lovers, and none shall deliver her out 
of mine hand. I will also cause all her mirth 
to cease, her feast days, her new moons, and 
her sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts. And 
I will destroy her vines and her fig trees, 
whereof she hath said. These are my rewards 
that my lovers have given me: and I will 
make them a forest, and the beasts of the 
field shall eat them. And I will visit upon 
her the days of Baalim, wherein she burned 
incense to them, and she decked herself with 
her earrings and her jewels, and she went 
after her lovers, and forgat me, saith the 
Lord. 

Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and 
bring her into the wilderness, and speak 
comfortably unto her. And I will give her 
her vineyards from thence, and the valley 
of Achor for a door of hope: and she shall 
sing there, as in the days of her youth, and 
as in the day when she came up out of the 
land of Egypt. And it shall be at that day, 
saith the Lord, that thou shalt call me Ishi; 
and shalt call me no more Baali. For I will 
take away the names of Baalim out of her 
mouth, and they shall no more be remem- 
bered by their name. And in that day will I 

WARNINGS AND APPEALS 


HOSEA 4, 3 

make a covenant for them with the beasts of 
the field, and with the fowls of heaven, and 
with the creeping things of the ground: and 
I will break the bow and the sword and the 
battle out of the earth, and will make them 
to lie down safely. And I will betroth thee 
unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee 
unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, 
and in lovingkindness, and in mercies. X 
will even betroth thee unto me in faithful- 
ness : and thou shalt know the Lord. And 
it shall come to pass in that day, I will hear, 
saith the Lord, I will hear the heavens, and 
they shall hear the earth; and the earth shall 
hear the corn, and the wine, and the oil; 
and they shall hear Jezreel. And I will sow 
her unto me in the earth; and I will have 
mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy ; 
and I will say to them which were not my 
people. Thou art my people; and they shall 
say. Thou art my God. 

Love Never Faileth 
Then said the Lord unto me, Go yet, love 
a woman beloved of her friend, yet an adul- 
teress, according to the love of the Lord 
toward the children of Israel, who look to 
other gods, and love flagons of wine. So I 
bought her to me for fifteen pieces of silver, 
and for an homer of barley, and an half 
homer of barley: and I said unto her, Thou 
shalt abide for me many days; thou shalt not 
play the harlot, and thou shalt not be for 
another man : so will I also be for thee. For 
the children of Israel shall abide many days 
without a king, and without a prince, and 
without a sacrifice, and without an image, 
and without an ephod, and without tera- 
phim : afterward shall the children of Israel 
return, and seek the Lord their God, and 
David their king; and shall fear the Lord 
and his goodness in the latter days, 

Hosea 4, i— 14, 9 


Let us not miss the news in these addresses of Hosea, Religion is not the formal, 
external performance of religious customs. That is a heathen idea. Real religion is a 
matter of the heart. It is a living, loving, loyal relationship to God; a warm, personal, 
devoted affection that, like all true love, has deep, spiritual contacts, communions, 
and covenants. 

HEAR the word of the Lord, ye children of God in the land. By swearing, and lying, 
of Israel: for the Lord hath a controversy and killing, and stealing, and committing 
with the inhabitants of the land, because adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth 
there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge blood. Therefore shall the land mourn, and 
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every one that dweileth therein shall languish, 
with the beasts of the field, and with the 
fowls of heaven; yea, the fishes of the sea 
also shall be taken away. Yet let no man 
strive, nor reprove another: for thy people 
are as they that strive with the priest. There- 
fore shalt thou fall in the day, and the prophet 
also shall fall with thee in the night, and I 
will destroy thy mother. 

My people are destroyed for lack of know- 
ledge : because thou hast rejected knowledge, 

I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no 
priest to me : seeing thou hast forgotten the 
law of thy God, I will also forget thy children* 
As they were increased, so they sinned against 
me: therefore will I change their glory into 
shame. They eat up the sin of my people, 
and they set their heart on their iniquity. 
And there shall be, like people, like priest: 
and I will punish them for their ways, and 
reward them their doings. For they shall 
eat, and not have enough: they shall commit 
whoredom, and shall not increase: because 
they have left off to take heed to the Lord. 

Whoredom and wine and new wine take 
away the heart. My people ask counsel at 
their stocks, and their staff declared! unto 
them: for the spirit of whoredoms hath 
caused them to err, and they have gone a 
whoring from under their God. They sacri- 
fice upon the tops of the mountains, and 
burn incense upon the hills, under oaks and 
poplars and elms, because the shadow there- 
of is good: therefore your daughters shall 
commit whoredom, and your spouses shall 
commit adultery. I will not punish your 
daughters when they commit whoredom, nor 
your spouses when they commit adultery : 
for themselves are separated with whores, 
and they sacrifice with harlots : therefore the 
people that doth not understand shall fall. 

Though thou, Israel, play the harlot, yet 
let not Judah offend; and come not ye unto 
Gilgal, neither go ye up to Beth-aven, nor 
swear. The Lord liveth. For Israel slideth 
back as a backsliding heifer : now the Lord 
will feed them as a lamb in a large place. 
Ephraim is joined to idols : let him alone. 
Their drink is sour: they have committed 
whoredom continually : her rulers with shame 
do love, Give ye. The wind hath bound her 
up in her wings, and they shall be ashamed 
because of their sacrifices. 

Hear ye this, O priests; and hearken, ye 
house of Israel; and give ye ear, O house of 
the king; for judgment is toward you, be- 


cause ye have been a snare on Mizpah, and 
a net spread upon Tabor. And the revolters 
are profound to make slaughter, though I 
have been a rebuker of them all. I know 
Ephraim, and Israel is not hid from me: for 
now, O Ephraim, thou committest whore- 
dom, and Israel is defiled. They will not 
frame their doings to turn unto their God: 
for the spirit of whoredoms is in the midst 
of them, and they have not known the Lord, 
And the pride of Israel doth testify to his 
face: therefore shall Israel and Ephraim fall 
in their iniquity; Judah also shall fall with 
them. They shall go with their flocks and 
with their herds to seek the Lord; but they 
shall not find him; he hath withdrawn him- 
self from them. They have dealt treacher- 
ously against the Lord: for they have 
begotten strange children : now shall a month 
devour them with their portions. 

Blow ye the comet in Gibeah, and the 
trumpet in Ramah : cry aloud at Beth-aven, 
after thee, O Benjamin. Ephraim shall be 
desolate in the day of rebuke : among the 
tribes of Israel have I made known that which 
shall surely be. The princes of Judah were 
like them that remove the bound : therefore 
I will pour out my wrath upon them like 
water. Ephraim is oppressed and broken in 
judgment, because he willingly walked after 
the commandment. Therefore will I be unto 
Ephraim as a moth, and to the house of 
Judah as rottenness. When Ephraim saw his 
sickness, and Judah saw his wound, then 
went Ephraim to the Assyrian, and sent to 
king Jareb : yet could he not heal you, nor 
cure you of your wound. For I will be unto 
Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion to the 
house of Judah: I, even I, will tear and go 
away; I will take away, and none shall rescue 
him. I will go and return to my place, till 
they acknowledge their offence, and seek my 
face: in their affliction they will seek me 
early. 

Goodness like a Morning Cloud 

Come, and let us return unto the Lord: 
for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath 
smitten, and he will bind us up. After two 
days will he revive us: in the third day he 
will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. 
Then shall we know, if we follow on to 
know the Lord: his going forth is prepared 
as the morning; and he shall come unto us 
as the rain, as the latter and former rain 
unto the earth. 
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O Ephraim* what shall I do unto thee? 
O Judah* what shall I do unto thee? for your 
goodness is as a morning cloud* and as the 
early dew it goeth away. Therefore have I 
hewed them by the prophets; I have slain 
them by the words of my mouth: and thy 
judgments are as the light that goeth forth. 
For I desired mercy* 1 and not sacrifice; and 
the knowledge of God more than burnt 
offerings. But they like men have trans- 
gressed the covenant: there have they dealt 
treacherously against me. Gilead is a city of 
them that work iniquity* and is polluted with 
blood. And as troops of robbers wait for a 
man* so the company of priests murder in 
the way by consent: for they commit lewd- 
ness. I have seen an horrible thing in the 
house of Israel: there is the whoredom of 
Ephraim* Israel is defiled. Also* O Judah* 
he hath set an harvest for thee* when I 
returned the captivity of my people. 

Wilful Waywardness 

When I would have healed Israel* then the 
iniquity of Ephraim was discovered* and the 
wickedness of Samaria: for they commit 
falsehood; and the thief cometh in* and the 
troop of robbers spoiled! without. And they 
consider not in their hearts that I remember 
all their wickedness : now their own doings 
have beset them about; they are before my 
face. They make the king glad with their 
wickedness* and the princes with their lies. 
They are all adulterers* as an oven heated 
by the baker* who ceaseth from raising after 
he hath kneaded the dough* until it be 
leavened. In the day of our king the princes 
have made him sick with bottles of wine; he 
stretched out his hand with scomers. For 
they have made ready their heart like an 
oven, whiles they lie in wait: their baker 
sleepeth all the night; in the morning it 
buraeth as a flaming fire. They are all hot 
as an oven* and have devoured their judges; 
all their kings are fallen : there is none among 
them that caileth unto me. 

Ephraim* he hath mixed himself among 
the people; Ephraim is a cake not turned. 
Strangers have devoured his strength, and 
he knoweth it not: yea* gray hairs are here 
and there upon him* yet he knoweth not. 
And the pride of Israel testifieth to his face : 
and they do not return to the Lord their 

1 The same word is translated ‘goodness 5 earlier ii 
to God. Israel is disloyal to the covenant-bond. 
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God* nor seek him for all this, Ephraim also 
is like a silly dove without heart: they call to 
Egypt* they go to Assyria. When they shall 
go* I will spread my net upon them; I .will 
bring them down as the fowls of the heaven; 
I will chastise them* as their congregation 
hath heard. Woe unto them! for they have 
fled from me: destruction unto them! be- 
cause they have transgressed against me: 
though I have redeemed them* yet they have 
spoken lies against me. And they have not 
cried unto me with their heart* when they 
howled upon their beds : they assemble them- 
selves for corn and wine* and they rebel 
against me. Though I have bound and 
strengthened their arms* yet do they imagine 
mischief against me. They return* but not 
to the most High: they are like a deceitful 
bow : their princes shall fall by the sword for 
the rage of their tongue : this shall be their 
derision in the land of Egypt. 

Set the trumpet to thy mouth. He shall 
come as an eagle against the house of the 
Lord* because they have transgressed my 
covenant* and trespassed against my law. 
Israel shall cry unto me* My God* we know 
thee. Israel hath cast off the thing that is 
good: the enemy shall pursue him. They 
have set up kings* but not by me : they have 
made princes* and I knew it not: of their 
silver and their gold have they made them 
idols* that they may be cut off. Thy calf* O 
Samaria* hath cast thee off; mine anger is 
kindled against them: how long will it be ere 
they attain to innocency? For from Israel 
was it also: the workman made it; therefore 
it is not God : but the calf of Samaria shall be 
broken in pieces. For they have sown the 
wind* and they shall reap the whirlwind: it 
hath no stalk: the bud shall yield no meal: if 
so be it yield* the strangers shall swallow 
it up. 

Israel is swallowed up : now shall they be 
among the Gentiles as a vessel wherein is no 
pleasure. For they are gone up to Assyria* 
a wild ass alone by himself: Ephraim hath 
hired lovers. Yea* though they have hired 
among the nations* now will I gather them* 
and they shall sorrow a little for the burden 
of the king of princes. 

Because Ephraim hath made many altars 
to sin* altars shall be unto him to sin. I have 
written to him the great things of my law* 
but they were counted as a strange thing. 

this paragraph* and means loving and loyal devotion 
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They sacrifice flesh for the sacrifices of mine 
offerings, and eat it; but the Lord accepteth 
them not; now will he remember their 
iniquity, and visit their sins: they shall 
return to Egypt For Israel hath forgotten 
his Maker, and buildeth temples; and Judah 
hath multiplied fenced cities : but I will send 
a fire upon his cities, and it shall devour the 
palaces thereof 

ISRAEL’S FOLLY Has. % 1 — 11 , 11 

Like the Prophet's wife*, the people have been 
led away by the alluring , senseless vanities of 
the surrounding nations. They have no heart 
for the things of God . So now y to the sorrow 
of God s who deeply loves them y and has shown 
them great favours they must reap the fruit of 
their folly. 

Rejoice not, O Israel, for joy, as other 
people : for thou hast gone a whoring from 
thy God, thou hast loved a reward upon 
every cornfloor. The floor and the wine- 
press shall not feed them, and the new wine 
shall fail in her. They shall not dwell in the 
Lord’s land; but Ephraim shall return to 
Egypt, and they shall eat unclean things in 
Assyria, They shall not offer wine offerings 
to the Lord, neither shall they be pleasing 
unto him ; their sacrifices shall be unto them 
as the bread of mourners ; all that eat thereof 
shall be polluted: for their bread for their 
soul shall not come into the house of the 
Lord. What will ye do in the solemn day, 
and in the day of the feast of the Lord? 
For, lo, they are gone because of destruc- 
tion: Egypt shall gather them up, Memphis 
shall bury them : the pleasant places for their 
silver, nettles shall possess them: thorns 
shall be in their tabernacles. The days of 
visitation are come, the days of recompence 
are come; Israel shall know it: the prophet 
is a fool, the spiritual man is mad, for the 
multitude of thine iniquity, and the great 
hatred* The watchman of Ephraim was with 
my God : but the prophet is a snare of a 
fowler in all his ways, and hatred in the house 
of his God. They have deeply corrupted 
themselves, as in the days of Gibeah: there- 
fore he will remember their iniquity, he will 
visit their sins. 

I found Israel like grapes in the wilder- 
ness; I saw your fathers as the firstripe in 
the fig tree at her first time : but they went to 
1 Judgement is likened to the natural 


Baal-peor, and separated themselves unto 
that shame; and their abominations were 
according as they loved. As for Ephraim, 
their glory shall fly away like a bird, from the 
birth, and from the womb, and from the 
conception. Though they bring up their 
children, yet will I bereave them, that there 
shall not be a man left : yea, woe also to them 
when I depart from them! Ephraim, as I 
saw Tyros, is planted in a pleasant place: 
but Ephraim shall bring forth his children 
to the murderer. Give them, O Lord : what 
wilt thou give? give them a miscarrying 
womb and dry breasts. All their wickedness 
is in Gilgal; for there I hated them: for the 
wickedness of their doings I will drive them 
out of mine house, I will love them no more: 
all their princes are revolters. Ephraim is 
smitten, their root Is dried up, they shall 
bear no fruit: yea, though they bring forth, 
yet will I slay even the beloved fruit of their 
womb. My God will cast them away, be- 
cause they did not hearken unto him: and 
they shall be wanderers among the nations. 

Israel is an empty vine, he bringeth forth 
fruit unto himself : according to the multi- 
tude of his fruit he hath increased the altars; 
according to the goodness of his land they 
have made goodly Images. Their heart is 
divided; now shall they be found faulty: he 
shall break down their altars, he shall spoil 
their images. For now they shall say. We 
have no king, because we feared not the 
Lord; what then should a king do to us? 

They have spoken words, swearing falsely 
in making a covenant: thus judgment 
springeth 1 up as hemlock in the furrows of 
the field. The inhabitants of Samaria shall 
fear because of the calves of Beth-aven: for 
the people thereof shall mourn over it, and 
the priests thereof that rejoiced on it, for the 
glory thereof, because it is departed from it. 
It shall be also carried unto Assyria for a 
present to king Jareb : Ephraim shall receive 
shame, and Israel shall be ashamed of his 
own counsel. As for Samaria, her king is 
cut off as the foam upon the water. The 
high places also of Aven, the sin of Israel, 
shall be destroyed : the thorn and the thistle 
shall come up on their altars ; and they shall 
say to the mountains. Cover us ; and to the 
hills, Fall on us, O Israel, thou hast sinned 
from the days of Gibeah: there they stood: 
the battle in Gibeah against the children of 
iniquity did not overtake them. It is in my 
growth of a plant from the seed of sin. 



desire that I should chastise them; and the 
people shall be gathered against them, when 
they shall bind themselves in their two 
furrows. And Ephraim is as an heifer that is 
taught, and loveth to tread out the com ; 1 
but I passed over upon her fair neck: I will 
make Ephraim to ride; Judah shall plow, 
and Jacob shall break his clods. 

Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap 
in mercy; break up your fallow ground: for 
it is time to seek the Lord, till he come and 
rain righteousness upon you. Ye have plowed 
wickedness, ye have reaped iniquity; ye have 
eaten the fruit of lies: because thou didst 
trust in thy way, in the multitude of thy 
mighty men. Therefore shall a tumult arise 
among thy people, and all thy fortresses shall 
be spoiled, as Shalman spoiled Beth-arbel in 
the day of battle : the mother was dashed in 
pieces upon her children. So shall Beth-el 
do unto you because of your great wicked- 
ness : in a morning shall the king of Israel 
utterly be cut off. 

Cords of Love 

When Israel was a child, then I loved him, 
and called my son out of Egypt. As they 
called them, so they went from them: they 
sacrificed unto Baalim, and burned incense 
to graven images. I taught Ephraim also to 
go, taking them by their arms; but they 
knew not that I healed them. I drew them 
with cords of a man, with bands of love : and 
I was to them as they that take off the yoke 
on their jaws, and I laid meat unto them. 

He shall not return into the land of Egypt, 
but the Assyrian shall be his king, because 
they refused to return. And the sword shall 
abide on his cities, and shall consume his 
branches, and devour them, because of their 
own counsels. And my people are bent to 
backsliding from me: though they called 
them to the most High, none at all would 
exalt him. 

How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how 
shall I deliver thee, Israel? how shall I make 
thee as Admah? how shall I set thee as 
Zeboim? mine heart is turned within me, 
my repentings are kindled together. I will 
not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I 
will not return to destroy Ephraim : for I am 
God, and not man; the Holy One in the 
midst of thee: and I will not enter into the 
city. They shall walk after the Lord : he shall 


HOSEA 12, 14 

roar like a lion: when he shall roar, then the 
children shall tremble from the west. They 
shall tremble as a bird out of Egypt, and as 
a dove out of the land of Assyria : and I will 
place them in their houses, saith the Lord. 

GOD’S PROMISE Hos. 11, 12-14, 9 

How depraved Israel has become— deceitful, 
oppressive, vain. And yet , how different it 
might have been if the spirit of their ancestor, 
Jacob , had been maintained. Alas! they have 
failed. But, even so, God has not forsaken 
them. There is still hope for them, if with all 
their hearts they will return to Him. 

Ephraim compasseth me about with lies, 
and the house of Israel with deceit: but 
Judah yet ruleth with God, and is faithful 
with the saints. Ephraim feedeth on wind, 
and followeth after the east wind: he daily 
increaseth lies and desolation; and they do 
make a covenant with the Assyrians, and oil 
is carried into Egypt. The Lord hath also a 
controversy with Judah, and will punish 
Jacob according to his ways; according to 
his doings will he recompense him. He took 
his brother by the heel in the womb, and 
by his strength he had power with God : yea, 
he had power over the angel, and prevailed: 
he wept, and made supplication unto him : he 
found him in Beth-el, and there he spake 
with us; even the Lord God of hosts; the 
Lord is his memorial. Therefore turn thou 
to thy God : keep mercy and judgment, and 
wait on thy God continually. 

He is a merchant, the balances of deceit 
are in his hand: he loveth to oppress. And 
Ephraim said. Yet I am become rich, I have 
found me out substance : in all my labours 
they shall find none iniquity in me that were 
sin. And I that am the Lord thy God from 
the land of Egypt will yet make thee to dwell 
in tabernacles, as in the days of the solemn 
feast. I have also spoken by the prophets, 
and I have multiplied visions, and used 
similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets. 
Is there iniquity in Gilead? surely they are 
vanity: they sacrifice bullocks in Gilgal; yea, 
their altars are as heaps in the furrows of the 
fields. And Jacob fled into the country of 
Syria, and Israel served for a wife, and for 
a wife he kept sheep. And by a prophet 
the Lord brought Israel out of Egypt, and 
by a prophet was he preserved. Ephraim 


Israel likes to do the light tasks, but must now be yoked to heavier work. 


HOSEA 12 , 14 


provoked him to anger most bitterly ; therefore 
shall he leave Ms blood upon Mm, and Ms 
reproach shall Ms Lord' return unto Mm* 

No Saviour but God 

When Ephraim spake trembling, he exalted 
himself in Israel; but when he offended in 
Baal, he died. And now they sin more and 
more, and have made them molten images 
of their silver, and idols according to their 
own understanding, all of it the work of the 
craftsmen: they say of them. Let the men 
that sacrifice kiss the calves. Therefore they 
shall be as the morning cloud, and as the 
early dew that passeth away, as the chaff 
that Is driven with the wMrlwind out of the 
floor, and as the smoke out of the chimney. 

Yet I am the Lord thy God from the land 
of Egypt, and thou shalt know no god but 
me : for there is no saviour beside me. I did 
know thee in the wilderness, in the land of 
great drought. According to their pasture, 
so were they filled; they were filled, and 
their heart was exalted; therefore have they 
forgotten me. Therefore I will be unto them 
as a lion: as a leopard by the way will I 
observe them: I will meet them as a bear 
that is bereaved of her whelps, and will rend 


death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will 
be thy destruction : repentance shall be Md 
from mine eyes. 

Though he be fruitful among his brethren, 
an east wind shall come, the wind of the 
Lord shall come up from the wilderness, 
and Ms spring shall become dry, and his 
fountain shall be dried up : he shall spoil the 
treasure of all pleasant vessels. Samaria 
shall become desolate; for she hath rebelled 
against her God : they shall fall by the sword: 
their infants shall be dashed in pieces, and 
their women with child shall be ripped up, 

The Lord's Unchanging Love 

G Israel, return unto the Lord thy God; 
for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. Take 
with you words, and turn to the Lord : say 
unto him. Take away all iniquity, and receive 
us graciously : so will we render the calves of 
our lips. Asshur shall not save us; we will 
not ride upon horses: neither will we say 
any more to the work of our hands, Ye are 
our gods: for in thee the fatherless findeth 
mercy. 

I will heal their backsliding, I will love 
them freely: for mine anger is turned away 
from him. I will be as the dew unto Israel: 



the caul of their heart, and there will I devour 
them like a lion: the wild beast shall tear 
them, 

O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but 
ini me is thine help. I will be thy king : where 
is any other that may save thee in all thy 
cities? and thy judges of whom thou saidst, 
Give me a king and princes ? I gave thee a 
king in mine anger, and took Mm away in 
my wrath. The miquity of Ephraim is 
bound up; his sin is hid. The sorrows of a 
travailing woman shall come upon him: he 
is an unwise son; for he should not stay long 
in the place of the breaking forth of cMldren. 
I will ransom them from the power of the 
grave; I will redeem them from death: O 


he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth Ms 
roots as Lebanon. His branches shall spread, 
and his beauty shall be as the olive tree, and 
Ms smell as Lebanon, They that dwell under 
Ms shadow shall return ; they shall revive as 
the com, and grow as the vine: the scent 
thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon. 
Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any 
more with idols? I have heard him, and 
observed him: I am like a green fir tree. 
From me is thy fruit found. 

Who is wise, and he shall understand these 
things? prudent, and he shall know them? 
for the ways of the Lord are right, and the 
just shall walk in them : but the transgressors 
shall fall therein. 
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J G E L 

GOD REMEMBERS THE DISTRESSED AREAS 

It seems strange that the books of the Old Testament, upon which there are the 
widest differences of critical opinion, should be the books that have provided ordinary 
people with a vocabulary for their religious experiences, Joel is one of these books • 
Its literary and historical problems may never be solved, but the word of promise that 
it holds will never be silenced, for in part it has already been fulfilled * — not, perhaps 9 
exactly as Joel expected it, but in the way that all God’s promises are fulfilled; beyond 
all human expectation , No one believes that it is only the damage done by the canker- 
worm that God will repair, or that it is only the country-side of a far-off land in a 
far-off age that God restores. It is a restoring God that is here revealed; the assurance 
that He has the will and power to renew, and bring to greater glory. His damaged 
creation that makes these words dear and unforgettable , 


HE word of the Lord that came to 
Joel the son of PethueL 

Hear this, ye old men, and give 
ear, all ye inhabitants of the land. 
Hath this been in your days, or even in the 
days of your fathers? Tell ye your children 
of it, and let your children tell their children, 
and -their children another generation. That 
which the palmerworm hath left hath the 
locust eaten; and that which the locust hath 
left hath the cankerworm eaten; and that 
which the cankerworm hath left hath the 
caterpiller eaten. 

Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and 
howl, all ye drinkers of wine, because of the 
new wine; for it is cut off from your mouth. 
For a nation is come up upon my land, 
strong, and without number, whose teeth 
are the teeth of a lion, and he hath the cheek 
teeth of a great lion. He hath laid my vine 
waste, and barked my fig tree : he hath made 
it clean bare, and cast it away; the branches 
thereof are made white. 

Lament like a virgin girded with sack- 
cloth for the husband of her youth. The 
meat offering and the drink offering is cut 
off from the house of the Lord; the priests, 
the Lord's ministers, mourn. The field is 
wasted, the land mourneth; for the corn is 
Wasted: the new wine is dried up, the oil 
languisheth. Be ye ashamed, O ye husband- 
men; howl, O ye vinedressers, for the wheat 
and for the barley; because the harvest of the 
field is perished. The vine is dried up, and 


the fig tree languisheth ; the pomegranate tree, 
the palm tree also, and the apple tree, even 
all the trees of the field, are withered: because 
joy is withered away from the sons of men. 

Gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests: 
howl, ye ministers of the altar: come, lie all 
night in sackcloth, ye ministers of my God : 
for the meat offering and the drink offering 
is withholden from the house of your God. 
Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly, 
gather the elders and all the inhabitants of 
the land into the house of the Lord your 
God, and cry unto the Lord, 

Alas for the day! for the day of the Lord 
is at hand, and as a destruction from the 
Almighty shall it come. Is not the meat cut 
off before our eyes, yea, joy and gladness 
from the house of our God? The seed is 
rotten under their clods, the gamers are laid 
desolate, the barns are broken down; for the 
corn is withered. How do the beasts groan! 
the herds of cattle are perplexed, because 
they have no pasture; yea, the flocks of sheep 
are made desolate. O Lord, to thee will I 
cry : for the fire hath devoured the pastures 
of the wilderness, and the flame hath burned 
all the trees of the field. The beasts of the 
field cry also unto thee: for the rivers of 
waters are dried up, and the fire hath de- 
voured the pastures of the wilderness. 

A Call to Prayer 

Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound 
an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the 
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inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day 
of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at hand; 
a day of darkness and of gloominess, a day 
of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morn- 
ing spread upon the mountains: a great 
people and a strong; there hath not been 
ever the like, neither shall be any more after 
it, even to the years of many generations. A 
fire devoured! before them; and behind 
them a flame burneth: the land is as the 
garden of Eden before them, and behind 
them a desolate wilderness ; yea, and nothing 
shall escape them. 

■ The appearance of them is as the appear- 
ance of horses; and as horsemen, so shall 
they nm. Like the noise of chariots on the tops 
of mountains shall they leap, like the noise 
of a flame of Are that devoureth the stub- 
ble, as a strong people set in battle array. 
Before their face the people shall be much 
pained : all faces shall gather blackness. They 
shall run like mighty men; they shall climb 
the wall like men of war; and they shall 
march every one on his ways, and they shall 
not break their ranks : neither shall one thrust 
another; they shall walk every one in his 
path: and when they fall upon the sword, 
they shall not be wounded. They shall run 
to and fro in the city; they shall run upon 
the wall, they shall climb up upon the houses ; 
they shall enter in at the windows like a thief. 
The earth shall quake before them; the 
heavens shall tremble ; the sun and the moon 
shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw 
their shining: and the Lord shall utter his 
voice before his army: for his camp is very 
great: for he is strong that executed! his 
word : for the day of the Lord is great and 
very terrible; and who can abide it? 

Therefore also now, saith the Lord, turn 
ye even to me with all your heart, and with 
fasting, and with weeping, and with mourn- 
ing: and rend your heart, and not your gar- 
ments, and turn unto the Lord your God: 
for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
and of great kindness, and repenteth him of 
the evil. Who knoweth if he will return and 
repent, and leave a blessing behind him; 
even a meat offering and a drink offering 
unto the Lord your God? 

Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a 
fast, call a solemn assembly: gather the 
people, sanctify the congregation, assemble 
the elders, gather the children, and those 
that suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go 
forth of his chamber, and the bride out of 


her closet Let the priests, the ministers of 
the Lord, weep between the porch and the 
altar, and let them say. Spare thy people, O 
Lord, and give not thine heritage to re- 
proach, that the heathen should rule over 
them : wherefore should they say among the 
people. Where is their God? 


GOD’S ANSWER Joe! 2 , 18 — 3 , 21 

In this prophecy , the elevation and enrich- 
ment of man's spiritual life follows the better- 
ment of Ms material and economic existence ; 
the removal of the social plagues of sordidness 
and insecurity . A measure of material pros- 
perity , in which all classes share s would appear ; 
from history , to be a necessary condition of the 
religious development of any large community . 
That is what is described here ; conditions of 
plenty — neither luxury , nor poverty > for under 
these man's spirit rarely flourishes . 

Then will the Lord be jealous for his 
land, and pity his people. Yea, the Lord will 
answer and say unto his people, Behold, 1 
will send you corn, and wine, and oil, and 
ye shall be satisfied therewith: and I will 
no more make you a reproach among the 
heathen : but I will remove far off from you 
the northern army, and will drive him into 
a land barren and desolate, with his face 
toward the east sea, and his hinder part 
toward the utmost sea, and his stink shall 
come up, and his ill savour shall come up, 
because he hath done great things. 

Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for 
the Lord will do great things. Be not afraid, 
ye beasts of the field: for the pastures of the 
wilderness do spring, for the tree beareth 
her fruit, the fig tree and the vine do yield 
their strength. Be glad then, ye children of 
Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God: for 
he hath given you the former rain moderately, 
and he will cause to come down for you the 
rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in 
the first month. And the floors shall be full 
of wheat, and the fats shall overflow with 
wine and oil. And I will restore to you the 
years that the locust hath eaten, the canker- 
worm, and the caterpiller, and the palmer- 
worm, my great army which I sent among 
you. And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satis- 
fied, and praise the name of the Lord your 
God, that hath dealt wondrously with you: 
and my people shall never be ashamed. And 


ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel* 
and that I am the Lord your God* and none 
else : and my people shall never be ashamed. 

And it shall come to pass afterward* that 
1 will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; 1 and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy* 
your old men shall dream dreams* your 
young men shall see visions : and also upon 
the servants and upon the handmaids in 
those days will I pour out my spirit. And I 
will shew wonders in the heavens and in the 
earth* blood* and Are* and pillars of smoke. 
The sun shall be turned into darkness* and 
the moon into blood* before the great and the 
terrible day of the Lord come. And it shall 
come to pass* that whosoever shall call on 
the name of the Lord shall be delivered : for 
in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be 
deliverance* as the Lord hath said* and in 
the remnant whom the Lord shall call. 

The End of Evil 

For* behold* in those days* and in that 
time* when I shall bring again the captivity 
of Judah and Jerusalem* I will also gather all 
nations* and will bring them down into the 
valley of Jehoshaphat* and will plead with 
them there for my people and for my heritage 
Israel* whom they have scattered among the 
nations* and parted my land. And they have 
cast lots for my people; and have given a boy 
for an harlot* and sold a girl for wine* that 
they might drink. Yea* and what have ye to 
do with me* O Tyre* and Zidon* and all the 
coasts of Palestine? will ye render me a re- 
compence? and if ye recompense me* swiftly 
and speedily will I return your recompence 
upon your own head; because ye have taken 
my silver and my gold* and have carried into 
your temples my goodly pleasant things : the 
children also of Judah and the children of 
Jerusalem have ye sold unto the Grecians* 
that ye might remove them far from their 
border. Behold* I will raise them out of the 
place whither ye have sold them* and will 
return your recompence upon your own 
head: and I will sell your sons and your 
daughters into the hand of the children of 
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Judah* and they shall sell them to the 
Sabeans* to a people far off: for the Lord 
hath spoken it 

Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; 
Prepare war* wake up the mighty men* let 
all the men of war draw near; let them come 
up : beat your plowshares into swords* and 
your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak 
say* I am strong. Assemble yourselves* and 
come* all ye heathen* and gather yourselves 
together round about : thither cause thy 
mighty ones to come down* O Lord. Let 
the heathen be wakened* and come up to the 
valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to 
judge all the heathen round about. Put ye 
in the sickle* for the harvest is ripe: come* 
get you down; for the press is full* the fats 
overflow; for their wickedness is great. 

Multitudes* multitudes in the valley of 
decision: for the day of the Lord 2 is near 
in the valley of decision. The sun and the 
moon shall be darkened* and the stars shall 
withdraw their shining. The Lord also shall 
roar out of Zion* and utter his voice from 
Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth 
shall shake: but the Lord will be the hope 
of his people* and the strength of the children 
of Israel. So shall ye know that I am the 
Lord your God dwelling in Zion* my holy 
mountain : then shall Jerusalem be holy* and 
there shall no strangers pass through her 
any more. 

The Restoration 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
the mountains shall drop down new wine* 
and the hills shall flow with milk* and all the 
rivers of Judah shall flow with waters* and a 
fountain shall come forth of the house of the 
Lord* and shall water the valley of Shittim. 
Egypt shall be a desolation* and Edom shall 
be a desolate wilderness* for the violence 
against the children of Judah* because they 
have shed innocent blood in their land. But 
Judah shall dwell for ever* and Jerusalem 
from generation to generation. For I will 
cleanse their blood that I have not cleansed : 
for the Lord dwelleth in Zion. 


1 Quoted by St. Peter on the Day of Pentecost* when, according to the Apostles, this prophecy was fulfilled- 
(Cf. Acts 2* 16-21.) 

2 There are references in several of the Prophets to the *Day of the Lord*. It is a feature of Hebrew 
prophecy of more interest to theological students than to general readers. For our purpose, it will suffice 
to say that the coming of the Day of the Lord means a Day of Judgement, the end of the Day of God’s 
enemies. See p. 929* note 1. 
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AMOS 

STERN WORDS TO PROSPEROUS PEOPLE 

Social morality nowadays is a matter of world-wide concern * * and is generally 
recognized to be a fundamental aim of religion . Some credit for this world-saving 
movement must go to Amos* the honest* outspoken herdsman whose clear and sensitive 
conscience God used ■ to get this work of moral reformation under way . Before he 
came* there was no national conscience * and very tittle religious conscience * on these 
matters . It was he* an unknown * hardworking man from the country * who opened in 
Israel the attack on social problems. Alone* single-handed* he went to the proud place 
he knew* where social wrongs were practised and protected* and began Ms campaign 
while one of the national* religious festivals was in full swing ; Church and State and 
People were against him* but in that hour he raised the ‘plumbline* of God's righteousness* 
and from that day to this the moral standards of civilization have been challenged . 


T HE words of Amos* who was among 
the herdmen of Tekoa* which he 
saw concerning Israel in the days of 
Uzziah king of Judah* and in the 
days of Jeroboam the son of Joash king of 
Israel, two years before the earthquake. 

And he said, The Lord will roar from 
Zion* and utter his voice from Jerusalem; 
and the habitations of the shepherds shall 
mourn* and the top of Carmel shall wither. 

Thus saith the Lord; For three transgres- 
sions of Damascus * 1 and for four* I will not 
turn away the punishment thereof; because 
they have threshed Gilead with threshing 
instruments of iron: but I will send a fire 
into the house of Hazael, which shall devour 
the palaces of Ben-hadad. I will break also 
the bar of Damascus* and cut off the inhabit- 
ant from the plain of Aven* and him that 
holdeth the sceptre from the house of Eden: 
and the people of Syria shall go into captivity 
unto Kir* saith the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord; For three trans- 
gressions of Gaza* and for four* I will not 
turn away the punishment thereof; because 
they carried away captive the whole captivity* 
to deliver them up to Edom: but I will send 
a fire on the wall of Gaza* which shall devour 
the palaces thereof: and I will cut off the 
inhabitant from Ashdod* and him that 
holdeth the sceptre fro m Ashkelon* and I 
will turn mine hand against Bkron: and the 


remnant of the Philistines shall perish* saith 
the Lord God. 

Thus saith the Lord; For three trans- 
gressions of Tyrus, and for four* I will not 
turn away the punishment thereof; because 
they delivered up the whole captivity to 
Edom* and remembered not the brotherly 
covenant: but I will send a fire on the wall 
of Tyrus* which shall devour the palaces 
thereof. 

Thus saith the Lord; For three trans- 
gressions of Edom* and for four* I will not 
turn away the punishment thereof; because 
he did pursue his brother with the sword* 
and did cast off all pity* and his anger did 
tear perpetually* and he kept his wrath for 
ever: but I will send a fire upon Teman* 
which shall devour the palaces of Bozrah. 

Thus saith the Lord; For three trans- 
gressions of the children of Ammon* and for 
four* I will not turn away the punishment 
thereof; because they have ripped up the 
women with child of Gilead* that they might 
enlarge their border: but I will kindle a fire 
In the wall of Rabbah* and it shall devour 
the palaces thereof* with shouting in the day 
of battle* with a tempest in the day of the 
whirlwind : and their king shall go into cap- 
tivity* he and his princes together* saith the 
Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord; For three trans- 
gressions of Moab* and for four* I will not 


1 If the places Amos names are followed in their order on a map, it will be noted that, beginning with 
Damascus, the most distant place, and sweeping round through Gaza* Tyre, &c.* his list forms a spiral of 
judgement that closes in upon Samaria* or Israel. 
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turn away the punishment thereof; because 
he burned the bones of the king of Edom 
into lime: but I will send a fire upon Moab, 
and it shall devour the palaces of Kerioth: 
and Moab shall die with tumult, with shout- 
ing, and with the sound of the trumpet : and 
I will cut off the judge from the midst thereof, 
and will slay all the princes thereof with him, 
saith the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord; For three trans- 
gressions of Judah, and for four, I will not 
turn away the punishment thereof; because 
they have despised the law of the Lord, and 
have not kept his commandments, and their 
lies caused them to err, after the which their 
fathers have walked: but I will send a fire 
upon Judah, and it shall devour the palaces 
of Jerusalem. 

Thus saith the Lord; For three trans- 
gressions of Israel, and for four, I will not 
turn away the punishment thereof; because 
they sold the righteous for silver, and the 
poor for a pair of shoes; that pant after the 
dust of the earth on the head of the poor, 
and turn aside the way of the meek: and a 
man and his father will go in unto the same 
maid, to profane my holy name : and they lay 
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themselves down upon clothes laid to pledge ■ 
by every altar, and they drink the wine of 
the condemned in the house of their god. 

Yet destroyed I the Amorite before them, 
whose height was like the height of the 
cedars, and he was strong as the oaks; yet 
I destroyed his fruit from above, and his 
roots from beneath. Also I brought you up 
from the land of Egypt, and led you forty 
years through the wilderness, to possess the 
land of the Amorite. And I raised up of 
your sons for prophets, and of your young 
men for Nazarites. Is it not even thus, O ye 
children of Israel? saith the Lord. But ye 
gave the Nazarites wine to drink; and com- 
manded the prophets, saying. Prophesy not. 

Behold, I am pressed under you, as a cart 
is pressed that is full of sheaves. Therefore 
the flight shall perish from the swift, and the 
strong shall not strengthen his force, neither 
shall the mighty deliver himself: neither 
shall he stand that handleth the bow; and he 
that is swift of foot shall not deliver himself : 
neither shall he that rideth the horse deliver 
himself. And he that is courageous among 
the mighty shall flee away naked in that day, 
saith the Lord. 


THE PROPHET’S ADDRESSES Amos 3, i— 6, H 

There is a plain directness in his words. He knows his facts, and does not hesitate 
to detail them in his argument . They prove his point: God can no longer walk with 
Israel— they are not of the same mind . God has tried various ways of getting them to 
adopt His, the true, way of life, hut they persist in following their own desires. There is y 
therefore, nothing He can do but scatter them, and let an exile sift the good from the bad. 


HEAR this word that the Lord hath spoken 
against you, O children of Israel, against the 
whole family which I brought up from the 
land of Egypt, saying, You only have I known 
of all the families of the earth: therefore I 
will punish you for all your iniquities. Can 
two walk together, except they be agreed? 
Will a lion roar in the forest, when he hath 
no prey? will a young lion cry out of his den, 
if he have taken nothing? Can a bird fall in 
a snare upon the earth, where no gin is for 
him? shall one take up a snare from the 
earth, and have taken nothing at all? Shall 
a trumpet be blown in the city, and the 
people not be afraid? shall there be evil in a 
city, and the Lord hath not done it? Surely 
the Lord God will do nothing, but he re- 
vealeth his secret unto his servants the 
prophets. The lion hath roared, who will 


not fear? the Lord God hath spoken, who 
can but prophesy? 

Publish in the palaces at Ashdod, and in 
the palaces in the land of Egypt, and say. 
Assemble yourselves upon the mountains of 
Samaria, and behold the great tumults in 
the midst thereof, and the oppressed in the 
midst thereof. For they know not to do right, 
saith the Lord, who store up violence and 
robbery in their palaces. Therefore thus 
saith the Lord God; An adversary there 
shall be even round about the land; and he 
shall bring down thy strength from thee, 
and thy palaces shall be spoiled. Thus saith 
the Lord; As the shepherd taketh out of the 
mouth of the lion two legs, or a piece of an 
ear; so shall the children of Israel be taken 
out that dwell in Samaria in the comer of a 
bed, and in Damascus in a couch. 
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God's messengers do not confine their ministries to slums and times of depression . 
They also go, like Amos , to places that are well-favoured, renowned for health and 
beauty , under noble patronage , or famous for their festivals. They have a word for 
the times that are gay and the seasons of rejoicing, for the holiday mood, and the cele~ 


Hear ye, and testify in the house of Jacob, 
saith the Lord God, the God of hosts, that 
in the day that I shall visit the transgressions 
of Israel upon him I will also visit the altars 
of Beth-el: and the horns of the altar shall 
be cut oft and fell to the ground. And I will 
smite the winter house with the summer 
house; and the houses of ivory shall perish, 
and the great houses shall have an end, saith 
the Lord. 

An Address to Women 

Hear this word, ye kine of Bashan, that 
are in the mountain of Samaria, which 
oppress the poor, which crush the needy, 
which say to their masters. Bring, and let us 
drink. The Lord God hath sworn by his 
holiness, that, lo, the days shall come upon 
you, that he will take you away with hooks. 


and your posterity with fishhooks. And ye 
shall go out at the breaches, every cow at that 
which is before her; and ye shall cast them 
into the palace, saith the Lord. 

Come to Beth-el, and transgress ; at Gilgal 
multiply transgression; and bring your sacri- 
fices every morning, and your tithes after 
three years : and offer a sacrifice of thanks- 
giving with leaven, and proclaim and publish 
the free offerings : for this liketh you, O ye 
children of Israel, saith the Lord God. 

And I also have given you cleanness of 
teeth in all your cities, and want of bread in 
all your places: yet have ye not returned 
unto me, saith the Lord. And also I have 
withholden the rain from you, when there 
were yet three months to the harvest: and I 
caused it to rain upon one city, and caused 
it not to rain upon another city: one piece 
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RECEIVE THE PLAIN OUTSPOKEN TRUTH? 

Iration of great occasions . If Amos were alive to-day it is to such places he would 
go > and at such times he would speak. But would his words be received any more 
favourably now? Where are the places , or the people , that could bear to be tested by 
what this Prophet calls the \ plumbline 9 of righteousness? 


was rained upon, and the piece whereupon 
it rained not withered. So two or three cities 
wandered unto one city, to drink water ; but 
they were not satisfied: yet have ye not 
returned unto me, saith the Lord. I have 
smitten you with blasting and mildew : when 
your gardens and your vineyards and your 
fig trees and your olive trees increased, the 
palmerworm devoured them: yet have ye 
not returned unto me, saith the Lord. I 
have sent among you the pestilence after the 
manner of Egypt: your young men have I 
slain with the sword, and have taken away 
your horses; and I have made the stink of 
your camps to come up unto your nostrils: 
yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the 
Lord, I have overthrown some of you, as 
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
ye were as a firebrand plucked out of the 


burning : yet have ye not returned unto me, 
saith the Lord, 

Therefore thus will I do unto thee, 0 
Israel : and because I will do this unto thee, 
prepare to meet thy God, O Israel. For, lo, 
he that formeth the mountains, and createth 
the wind, and declareth unto man what is his 
thought, that maketh the morning darkness, 
and treadeth upon the high places of the 
earth. The Lord, The God of hosts, is his 
name. ■ 

An Address to Leaders 

Hear ye this word which I take up against 
you, even a lamentation, O house of Israel, 
The virgin of Israel is fallen; she shall no 
more rise: she is forsaken upon her land; 
there is none to raise her up. For thus saith 
the Lord God; The city that went out by a 
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thousand shall leave an hundred, and that 
which went forth by an hundred shall leave 
ten, to the house of Israel 

For thus saith the Lord unto the house 
of Israel, Seek ye me, and ye shall live: but 
seek not Beth-el, nor enter into Gilgal, and 
pass not to Beer-sheba ; for Gilgal shall surely 
go into captivity, and Beth-el shall come to 
nought. Seek the Lord, and ye shall live; 
lest he break out like fire in the house of 
Joseph, and devour it, and there be none to 
quench it in Beth-el. Ye who turn judgment 
to wormwood, and leave off righteousness in 
the earth, seek him 1 that maketh the seven 
stars and Orion, and tumeth the shadow of 
death into the morning, and maketh the day 
dark with night : that calleth for the waters 
of the sea, and poureth them out upon the 
face of the earth : The Lord is his name : that 
strengthened! the spoiled against the strong, 
so that the spoiled shall come against the 
fortress. 

They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, 
and they abhor him that speaketh uprightly. 
Forasmuch therefore as your treading is 
upon the poor, and ye take from him burdens 
of wheat: ye have built houses of hewn 
stone, but ye shall not dwell in them; ye 
have planted pleasant vineyards, but ye shall 
not drink wine of them. For I know your 
manifold transgressions and your mighty 
sins: they afflict the just, they take a bribe, 
and they turn aside the poor in the gate from 
their right. Therefore the prudent shall keep 
silence in that time; for it is an evil time. 

Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: 
and so the Lord, the God of hosts, shall be 
with you, as ye have spoken. Hate the evil, 
and love the good, and establish judgment in 
the gate : it may be that the Lord God of hosts 
will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph. 

Therefore the Lord, the God of hosts, 
the Lord, saith thus; Wailing shall be In all 
streets; and they shall say in all the high- 
ways, Alas! alas! and they shall call the 
husbandman to mourning, and such as are 
skilful of lamentation to wailing. And in all 
vineyards shall be wailing: for I will pass 
through thee, saith the Lord. 

Woe unto you that desire the day of the 
Lord! to what end is it for you?’ the day of 


the Lord is darkness, and not light. As if a 
man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him 1 ; 
or went into the house, and leaned his hand 
on the wall, and a serpent bit Mm. Shall not 
the day of the Lord be darkness, and not 
light? even very dark, and no brightness 
in it? 

I hate, I despise your feast days, and I 
will not smell in your solemn assemblies. 
Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your 
meat offerings, I will not accept them : neither 
will I regard the peace offerings of your fat 
beasts. Take thou away from me the noise 
of thy songs; for I will not hear the melody 
of thy viols. But let judgment run down as 
waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream. 2 

Have ye offered unto me sacrifices and 
offerings in the wilderness forty years, O 
house of Israel? But ye have borne the 
tabernacle of your Moloch and Ghiun your 
images, the star of your god, which ye made 
to yourselves. Therefore will I cause you to 
go into captivity beyond Damascus, saith the 
Lord, whose name is The God of hosts. 

Woe to them that are at ease in Zion, and 
trust in the mountain of Samaria, which are 
named cMef of the nations, to whom the 
house of Israel came! Pass ye unto Calneh, 
and see; and from thence go ye to Hamath 
the great: then go down to Gath of the 
Philistines : be they better than these king- 
doms? or their border greater than your 
border? Ye that put far away the evil day, 
and cause the seat of violence to come near; 
that lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch them- 
selves upon their couches, and eat the lambs 
out of die flock, and the calves out of the 
midst of the stall; that chant to the sound of 
the viol, and invent to themselves instru- 
ments of musick, like David; that drink wine 
in bowls, and anoint themselves with the 
chief ointments : but they are not grieved for 
the affliction of Joseph. 

Therefore now shall they go captive with 
the first that go captive, and the banquet of 
them that stretched themselves shall be re- 
moved, The Lord God hath sworn by him- 
self, saith the Lord the God of hosts, I abhor 
the excellency of Jacob, and hate his palaces : 
therefore will I deliver up the city with all 
that is therein. And it shall come to pass, if 


1 Amos knew God, knew Him as the Maker of the Universe and the Ruler of History, but above all knew 
Him in the moral majesty of His Sovereignty, If Israel, he thought, would go beyond their forms of worship, 
and seek to know God Himself, they would see how inadequate, how false and shameful, are their thoughts 
of God and their ways of living, 

2 Let justice and righteousness flow freely, as waters do, and be constant through all seasons; let them 
be clear, as spring-waters are, and strong as rivers in flood. 
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there remain ten men In one house, that they 
shall die. And a man’s uncle shall take him 
up, and he that buraeth him, to bring out 
the bones out of the house, and shall say 
unto him that is by the sides of the house. Is 
there yet any with thee? and he shall say, 
No. Then shall he say, Hold thy tongue ; for 
we may not make mention of the name of the 
Lord. For, behold, the Lord commandeth, 
and he will smite the great house with 
breaches, and the little house with clefts. 


AMOS 7 , 17 

Shall horses run upon the rock? will one 
plow there with oxen? for ye have turned 
judgment into gall, and the fruit of righteous- 
ness into hemlock: ye which rejoice in a 
thing of nought, which say. Have we not 
taken to us horns by our own strength? But, 
behold, I will raise up against you a nation, 
O house of Israel, saith the Lord the God 
of hosts; and they shall afflict you from the 
entering m of Hemath unto the river of the 
wilderness. 


THE PROPHET'S VISIONS Amos 7, i_9, 15 

In the first two vinous the Prophet intercedes for Israel . Amos was more than a 
reformer. It was for the salvation of Israel that he went to Bethel But , as all the 
visions show, there was little hope for the people of God . Their ideas, their aims and 
desires , their home-life, business-life , and church-life , when tested by the divine plum- 
met s were not in line with what God required / they were not right and true. They 
were no better than those the pagans followed, and would receive the same judgement 


A Swarm of Locusts 

Thus hath the Lord God shewed unto me; 
and, behold, he formed grasshoppers in the 
beginning of the shooting up of the latter 
growth; and, lo, it was the latter growth after 
the king’s mowings. And it came to pass, 
that when they had made an end of eating 
the grass of the land, then I said, O Lord 
God, forgive, I beseech thee : by whom shall 
Jacob arise? for he is small. The Lord re- 
pented for this: It shall not be, saith the 
Lord. 

A Consuming Fire 

Thus hath the Lord God shewed unto me : 
and, behold, the Lord God called to contend 
by fire, and it devoured the great deep, and 
did eat up a part. Then said I, O Lord God, 
cease, I beseech thee : by whom shall Jacob 
arise? for he is small. The Lord repented 
for this : This also shall not be, saith the Lord 
God. 

A Plumb line 

Thus he shewed me: and, behold, the 
Lord stood upon a wall made by a plumb- 
line, with a plumbline in his hand. And the 
Lord said unto me, Amos, what seest thou? 
And I said, A plumbline. Then said the 
Lord, Behold, I will set a plumbline in the 
midst of my people Israel: I will not again 
pass by them any more: and the high places 


of Isaac shall be desolate, and the sanctuaries 
of Israel shall be laid waste; and I will rise 
against the house of Jeroboam with the 
sword. 

Amos and Amaziah 

Then Amaziah the priest of Beth-el sent 
to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, Amos 
hath conspired against thee in the midst of 
the house of Israel: the land is not able to 
bear all his words. For thus Amos saith, 
Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel 
shall surely be led away captive out of their 
own land. Also Amaziah said unto Amos, 
O thou seer, go, flee thee away into the land 
of Judah, and there eat bread, and prophesy 
there: but prophesy not again any more at 
Beth-el: for it is the king’s chapel, and it is 
the king’s court. 

Then answered Amos, and said to Ama- 
ziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a 
prophet’s son; but I was an herdman, and 
a gatherer of sycomore fruit: and the Lord 
took me as I followed the flock, and the 
Lord said unto me. Go, prophesy unto my 
people Israel. Now therefore hear thou the 
word of the Lord: Thou sayest, Prophesy 
not against Israel, and drop not thy word 
against the house of Isaac. Therefore thus 
saith the Lord; Thy wife shall be an harlot 
in the city, and thy sons and thy daughters 
shall fall by the sword, and thy land shall be 
divided by line; and thou shalt die in a 
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polluted land ; and Israel shall surely go into 
captivity forth of his land* 

A Basket of Summer Fruit 

Thus hath the Lord God shewed unto 
me: and behold a basket of summer fruit. 
And he said, Amos, what seest thou? And 
I said, A basket of summer fruit. Then said 
the Lord unto me, The end is come upon 
my people of Israel; I will not again pass by 
them any more. And the songs of the temple 
shall be bowlings in that day, saith the Lord 
God: there shall be many dead bodies in 
every place; they shall cast them forth with 
silence. 

A Famine for the Word of God 

Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, 
even to make the poor of the land to fail, 
saying. When will the new moon be gone, 
that we may sell corn? and the sabbath, that 
we may set forth wheat, making the ephah 
small, and the shekel great, and falsifying 
the balances by deceit? That we may buy 
the poor 1 for silver, and the needy for a pair 
of shoes ; yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat ? 
The Lord hath sworn by the excellency of 
Jacob, Surely I will never forget any of their 
works. Shall not the land tremble for this, 
and every one mourn that dwelleth therein? 
and it shall rise up wholly as a hood; and it 
shall be cast out and drowned, as by the hood 
of Egypt. And it shall come to pass in that 
day, saith the Lord God, that I will cause 
the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken 
the earth in the clear day: and I will turn 
your feasts into mourning, and all your songs 
into lamentation; and I will bring up sack- 
cloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every 
head; and I will make it as the mourning of 
an only son, and the end thereof as a bitter 
day. 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord 
God, that I will send a famine in the land, 
not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, 
but of hearing the words of the Lord: and 
they shall wander from sea to sea, and from 
the north even to the east, they shall run to 
and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and 
shall not find it. In that day shall the fair 
virgins and young men faint for thirst They 

1 We are reproached by the fact 
to our hearts the 
things. 


that swear by the sin of Samaria, and say. 
Thy god, O Dan, liveth; and, The manner 
of Beer-sheba liveth; even they shall fall, 
and never rise up again. 

The Wrath of God 

I saw the Lord standing upon the altar: 
and he said. Smite the lintel of the door, that 
the posts may shake: and cut them in the 
head, all of them; and I will slay the last of 
them with the sword : he that fleeth of them 
shall not See away, and he that escapeth of 
them shall not be delivered. Though they 
dig into hell, thence shall mine hand take 
them; though they climb up to heaven, 
thence will I bring them down; and though 
they hide themselves in the top of Carmel, 

I will search and take them out thence; and 
though they be hid from my sight in the 
bottom of the sea, thence will I command 
the serpent, and he shall bite them: and 
though they go into captivity before their 
enemies, thence will I command the sword, 
and it shall slay them: and I will set 
mine eyes upon them for evil, and not for 
good. 

And the Lord God of hosts is he that 
toucheth the land, and it shall melt, and all 
that dwell therein shall mourn: and it shall 
rise up wholly like a hood; and shall be 
drowned, as by the hood of Egypt. It is he 
that buildeth his stories in the heaven, and 
hath founded his troop in the earth; he that 
calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth 
them out upon the face of the earth: The 
Lord is his name. 

Are ye not as children of the Ethiopians 
unto me, O children of Israel? saith the 
Lord. Have not I brought up Israel out of 
the land of Egypt? and the Philistines from 
Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir? Behold, 
the eyes of the Lord God are upon the sinful 
kingdom, and I will destroy it from off the 
face of the earth ; saving that I will not utterly 
destroy the house of Jacob, saith the Lord. 
For, lo, I will command, and I will sift the 
house of Israel among all nations, like as 
corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the 
least grain fall upon the earth. All the sinners 
of my people shall die by the sword, which 
say, The evil shall not overtake nor pre- 
vent us. 


that such economic conditions and social wrongs still obtain, and lay 
reminder, frequently given by Amos, that God's righteous anger is provoked by these 
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A Distant Hope 

In that day will I raise up the tabernacle 
of David that is fallen, and close up the 
breaches thereof; and I will raise up his 
ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old : 
that they may possess the remnant of Edom, 
and of all the heathen, which are called by 
my name, saith the Lord that doeth this. 
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and 


the treader of grapes him that soweth seed, 
and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, 
and all the hills shall melt. And I will bring 
again the captivity of my people of Israel, and 
they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit 
them; and they shall plant vineyards, and 
drink the wine thereof; they shall also make 
gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And I will 
plant them upon their land, and they shall no 
more be pulled up out of their land which I 
have given them, saith the Lord thy God. 


O B A D I A H 

THE OPEN SHAME OF A NEUTRAL STATE 


When the mighty armies of Assyria swept down on Judahs sacked Jerusalem, and 
took its people captive , Edom stood by, lifting no hand against the aggressor , offering 
no help to the afflicted neighbour , but waiting and watching , with inward satisfaction , 
for an opportunity to step in and take advantage of the situation . That is the main 
story of this little book , the shortest in the Old Testament . Through his tears , the 
Prophet could not see any place in God’s kingdom for such unbr other liness. Edom, 
or the spirit that dominated Edom, must be destroyed. In the fight between right and 
wrong there can be no neutrality, and any mercenary and selfish stand for neutrality 
deserves, in the conscience of mankind, the severest judgement 


HE vision of Obadiah. 

Thus saith the Lord God con- 
cerning Edom; We have heard a 
rumour from the Lord, and an am- 
bassador is sent among the heathen. Arise 
ye, and let us rise up against her in battle. 
Behold, I have made thee small among the 
heathen : thou art greatly despised. The 
pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou 
that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose 
habitation is high; that saith in his heart. 
Who shall bring me down to the ground? 
Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and 
though thou set thy nest among the stars, 
thence will I bring thee down, saith the 
Lord. 

If thieves came to thee, if robbers by night, 
(how art thou cut off!) would they not have 
stolen till they had enough? if the grape- 
gatherers came to thee, would they not leave 
some grapes? How are the things of Esau 
searched out! how are his hidden things 


sought up! All the men of thy confederacy 
have brought thee even to the border: the 
men that were at peace with thee have de- 
ceived thee, and prevailed against thee; they 
that eat thy bread have laid a wound under 
thee: there is none understanding in him. 
Shall I not in that day, saith the Lord, even 
destroy the wise men out of Edom, and 
understanding out of the mount of Esau? 
And thy mighty men, O Teman, shall be 
dismayed, to the end that every one of the 
mount of Esau may be cut off by slaughter. 

Edom’s Neutrality 

For thy violence against thy brother Jacob 
shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be 
cut off for ever. In the day that thou stoodest 
on the other side, in the day that the strangers 
carried away captive his forces, and foreigners 
entered into his gates, and cast lots upon 
Jerusalem, even thou wast as one of them. 
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But thou shouldest not have looked on the 
day of thy brother In the day that he became 
a stranger; neither shouldest thou have re- 
joiced over the children of Judah in the day 
of their destruction; neither shouldest thou 
have spoken proudly in the day of distress. 
Thou shouldest not have entered into the 
gate of my people in the day of their calamity ; 
yea* thou shouldest not have looked on their 
affliction In the day of their calamity, nor 
have laid hands on their substance in the day 
of their calamity; neither shouldest thou 
have stood in the crossway, to cut off those 
of his that did escape; neither shouldest 
thou have delivered up those of his that did 
remain in the day of distress. 

Edom’s Doom 

For the day of the Lord is near upon ail 
the heathen; as thou hast done, it shall be 
done unto thee : thy reward shall return upon 
thine own head. For as ye have drunk upon 
my holy mountain, so shall all the heathen 


drink continually, yea, they shall drink, and 
they shall swallow down, and they shall be 
as though they had not been. 

But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance, 
and there shall be holiness; and the house of 
Jacob shall possess their possessions. And 
the house of Jacob shall be a fire, and 'the 
house of Joseph a flame, and the house of 
Esau for stubble, and they shall kindle in 
them, and devour them; and there shall not 
be any remaining of the house of Esau; for 
the Lord hath spoken it. And they of the 
south shall possess the mount of Esau; and 
they of the plain the Philistines : and they 
shall possess the fields of Ephraim, and the 
fields of Samaria ; and Benjamin shall possess 
Gilead. And the captivity of this host of 
the children of Israel shall possess that of the 
Canaanites, even unto Zarephath; and the 
captivity of Jerusalem, which is in Sepharad, 
shall possess the cities of the south. And 
saviours shall come up on mount Zion to 
judge the mount of Esau; and the kingdom 
shall be the Lord’s. 


JONAH 

THE POINT OF VIEW OF A NATIONALIST 

The modem reader , and all modem scholars, prefer to regard the book of Jonah 
as a parable , written to widen man’s outlook and stimulate his obedience to God’s 
wilL The Divine Purpose embraced the Ninevites , the foreigners whom the Israelites, 
not without reason, hated « Jonah wanted nothing to do zoith them, and at first refused 
to go near them . But Jonah could not have everything Ms own way . He was God’s 
servant, and must go to Nineveh with God’s message . When he finds that the 
message does not mean the utter destruction of the Ninevites, and that God will show 
favour unto them, he is angry . But God reproves Mm, and in that reproof there is a 
news-revelation that removes national frontiers and racial differences . 



"GW the word of the Lord came 
unto Jonah the son of Amittai, 
saying. Arise, go to Nineveh, that 
great city, and cry against it; for. 
their wickedness is come up before me. But 
Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the 
presence of the Lord, and went down to 
Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tar- 
shish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went 


down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish 
from the presence of the Lord. 

But the Lord sent out a great wind into 
the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in 
the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. 
Then the mariners were afraid, and cried 
every man unto his god, and cast forth the 
wares that were in the ship into the sea, to 
lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down 
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into the sides of the ship; and he lay* and 
was fast asleep. So the shipmaster came to 
him* and said unto him* What meanest thou* 
O sleeper? arise* call upon thy God* if so be 
that God will think upon us* that we perish 
not. And they said every one to his fellow* 
Come* and let us cast lots* that we may know 
for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they 
cast lots* and the lot fell upon Jonah. Then 
said they unto him* Tell us* we pray thee* 
for whose cause this evil is upon us; What is 
thine occupation? and whence comest thou? 
what is thy country? and of what people art 
thou? And he said unto them* I am an 
Hebrew; and I fear the Lord* the God of 
heaven* which hath made the sea and the dry 
land. Then were the men exceedingly afraid* 
and said unto him* Why hast thou done 
this? For the men knew that he fled from 
the presence of the Lord* because he had 
told them. 

Then said they unto him* What shall we 
do unto thee* that the sea may be calm unto 
us? for the sea wrought* and was tem- 
pestuous. And he said unto them* Take me 
up* and cast me forth into the sea; so shall 
the sea be calm unto you : for I know that 
for my sake this great tempest is upon you. 
Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring 
it to the land ; but they could not : for the sea 
wrought* and was tempestuous against them. 
Wherefore they cried unto the Lord* and 
said* We beseech thee* O Lord* we beseech 
thee* let us not perish for this man’s life* and 
lay not upon us innocent blood : for thou* 
O Lord* hast done as it pleased thee. So 
they took up Jonah* and cast him forth into 
the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging. 
Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly* 
and offered a sacrifice unto the Lord* and 
made vows. 

God’s Providence 

Now the Lord had prepared a great fish 1 
to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the 
belly of the fish three days and three nights. 
Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord Ms God 
out of the fish’s belly* and said* 

I cried by reason of mine affliction unto 
the Lord* 

And he heard me; 

Out of the belly of hell cried I, 
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And thou heardest my voice. 

For thou hadst cast me into the deep* in 
the midst of the seas; 

And the floods compassed me about : 

All thy billows and thy waves passed 
over me. 

Then I said* I am cast out of thy sight; 

Yet I will look again toward thy holy 
temple. 

• The waters compassed me about* even to 
the soul: 

The depth closed me round about* 

The weeds were wrapped about my head. 

I went down to the bottoms of the 
mountains; 

The earth with her bars was about me 
for ever: 

Yet hast thou brought up my life from 
corruption* O Lord my God. 

When my soul fainted within me I re- 
membered the Lord: 

And my prayer came in unto thee* into 
thine holy temple. 

They that observe lying vanities 

Forsake their own mercy. 

But I will sacrifice unto thee with the 
voice of thanksgiving; 

I will pay that that I have vowed. 

Salvation is of the Lord. 

And the Lord spake unto the fish* and it 
vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. 

God’s Purpose 

And the word of the Lord came unto 
Jonah the second time* saying* Arise* go unto 
Nineveh, that great city* and preach unto it 
the preaching that I bid thee. So Jonah 
arose* and went unto Nineveh* according to 
the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was 
an exceeding great city of three days’ journey. 
And Jonah began to enter into the city a 
day’s journey* and he cried* and said, Yet 
forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown* 

So the people of Nineveh believed God* 
and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth* 
from the greatest of them even to the least of 
them. For word came unto the king of 
Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and 
he laid his robe from him* and covered him 
with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. And he 
caused it to be proclaimed and published 
through Nineveh by the decree of the king 


i For the working out of the details of the parable, and a full discussion of its various interpretations, 
the reader must refer to the special commentaries on the book. There is much more in the story than the 
single point we have noted. 
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and Ms nobles* saying* Let neither man nor out of the city* and sat on the east side of the 
beast* herd nor flock* taste any thing: let city* and there made him a booth* and sat 
them not feed* nor drink water: but let man under it in the shadow* till he might see 
and beast be covered with sackcloth* and cry what would become of the city, 
mightily unto God: yea* let them turn every And the Lord God prepared a gourd* and 
one from Ms evil way* and from the violence made it to come up over Jonah* that it might 
that is in their hands. Who can tell if God be a shadow over Ms head* to deliver him 
will turn .and repent* and turn away from from Ms grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad 
Ms fierce anger, that we perish not? And of the gourd. But God prepared a worm 
God saw their works* that they turned from when the morning rose the next day* and it 
their evil way; and God repented of the evil* smote the gourd that it withered. And it 
that he had said that he would do unto them; came to pass* when the sun did arise* that 
and he did it not. God prepared a vehement east wind; and 

the sun beat upon the head of Jonah* that he 
God's Far-reaching Pity fainted* and wished in himself to die, and 

But it displeased Jonah exceedingly* and said* It is better for me to die than to live, 
he was very angry. And he prayed unto the And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to 
Lord* and said* I pray thee* O Lord* was be angry for the gourd? And he said* I do 
not this my saying* when I was yet in my well to be angry, even unto death. Then 
country? Therefore I fled before unto Tar- said the Lord* Thou hast had pity on the 
shish: for I knew that thou art a gracious gourd, for the wMch thou hast not laboured* 
God* and merciful* slow to anger, and of neither madest it grow; wMch came up in 
great kindness* and repentest thee of the evil, a night* and perished in a night ; and should 
Therefore now* O Lord* take* I beseech not I spare Nineveh* that great city* wherein 
thee* my life from me; for it is better for me are more than sixscore thousand persons 
to die than to live. Then said the Lord* that cannot discern between their right hand 
Doest thou well to be angry? So Jonah went and their left hand; and also much cattle? 


MICAH 

WITH PLOUGHSHARES AND PRUNING-HOOKS 

Villagers and peasants are as dear to the heart of God as the citizens of Nineveh 
and Jerusalem ; and the simple pursuits of country life are as important to Him, in 
the working out of His purpose , as the march of armies or the affairs of state . So, 
while Isaiah, in the capital of the kingdom , is speaking to the men of the city of the 
universal Sovereignty and righteous Rule of God, Micah, in language that is more 
social than political, declares the same news-revelation to country people * 

T HE word of the Lord that came to out of Ms place* and will come down* and 
Micah the Morasth ite in the days of tread upon the Mgh places of the earth. And 
Jotham* Ahaz* and Hezekiah* kings the mountains shall be molten under him* 
of Judah* wMch he saw concerning and the valleys shall be cleft* as wax before 
Samaria and Jerusalem. the fire* and as the waters that are poured 

Hear* all ye people; hearken* O earth* and down a steep place. For the transgression of 
all that therein is : and let the Lord God be Jacob is all tMs* and for the sins of the house 
witness against you* the Lord from Ms holy of Israel. What is the transgression of Jacob? 
temple. For* behold* the Lord cometh forth is it not Samaria? and what are the Mgh 
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places of Judah? are they not Jerusalem? 
Therefore I will make Samaria as an heap 
of the fields and as plantings of a vineyard : 
and I will pour down the stones thereof into 
the valley* and I will discover the founda- 
tions thereof. And all the graven images 
thereof shall be beaten to pieces* and all the 
hires thereof shall be burned with the fire* 
and all the idols thereof will I lay desolate: 
for she gathered it of the hire of an harlot* 
and they shall return to the hire of an harlot. 

Therefore I will wail and howl* 1 will go 
stripped and naked: I will make a wailing 
like the dragons* and mourning as the owls. 
For her wound is incurable* for it is come 
unto Judah; he is come unto the gate of my 
people* even to Jerusalem. Declare ye it not 
at Gath* weep ye not at all: in the house of 
Aphrah roll thyself in the dust. Pass ye 
away* thou inhabitant of Saphir* having thy 
shame naked : the inhabitant of Zaanan came 
not forth in the mourning of Beth-ezel; he 
shall receive of you his standing. For the 
inhabitant of Maroth waited carefully for 
good: but evil came down from the Lord 
unto the gate of Jerusalem. O thou inhabi- 
tant of Lachish* bind the chariot to the swift 
beast : she is the beginning of the sin to the 
daughter of Zion: for the transgressions of 
Israel were found in thee. Therefore shalt 
thou give presents to Moresheth-gath : the 
houses of Achzib shall be a lie to the kings 
of Israel. Yet will I bring an heir unto thee* 
O inhabitant of Mareshah: he shall come 
unto Adullam the glory of Israel. Make thee 
bald* and poll thee for thy delicate children; 
enlarge thy baldness as the eagle; for they 
are gone into captivity from thee. 

Those who Plan Evil 

Woe to them that devise iniquity* and 
work evil upon their beds ! when the morning 
is light* they practise it* because it is in the 
power of their hand. And they covet fields, 
and take them by violence; and houses* and 
take them away: so they oppress a man and 
his house* even a man and his heritage. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord; Behold* 
against this family do I devise an evil* from 
which ye shall not remove your necks; 
neither shall ye go haughtily: for this time 
is evil. In that day shall one take up a parable 
against you, and lament with a doleful lamen- 
tation* and say* We be utterly spoiled: he 
hath changed the portion of my people : how 
hath he removed it from me! turning away 
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he hath divided our fields. Therefore thou 
shalt have none that shall cast a cord by lot 
in the congregation of the Lord. 

Prophesy ye not* say they to them that 
prophesy: they shall not prophesy to them* 
that they shall not take shame. O thou that 
art named the house of Jacob* is the spirit 
of the Lord straitened? are these his doings? 
do not my words do good to him that walketh 
uprightly? Even of late my people is risen 
up as an enemy : ye pull off the robe with the 
garment from them that pass by securely as 
men averse from war. The women of my 
people have ye cast out from their pleasant 
houses; from their children have ye taken 
away my glory for ever. Arise ye* and depart ; 
for this is not your rest : because it is polluted, 
it shall destroy you* even with a sore destruc- 
tion. If a man walking in the spirit and false- 
hood do lie* saying* I will prophesy unto 
thee of wine and of strong drink; he shall 
even be the prophet of this people. 

I will surely assemble* O Jacob, all of 
thee; I will surely gather the remnant of 
Israel; I will put them together as the sheep 
of Bozrah* as the flock in the midst of their 
fold : they shall make great noise by reason 
of the multitude of men. The breaker is 
come up before them : they have broken up* 
and have passed through the gate* and are 
gone out by it: and their king shall pass 
before them* and the Lord on the head of 
them. 

Those who Pervert Justice 

And I said* Hear* I pray you* O heads of 
Jacob* and ye princes of the house of Israel; 
Is it not for you to know judgment? Who 
hate the good* and love the evil; who pluck 
off their skin from off them* and their flesh 
from off their bones; who also eat the flesh 
of my people* and flay their skin from off 
them; and they break their bones* and chop 
them in pieces* as for the pot* and as flesh 
within the caldron. Then shall they cry unto 
the Lord* but he will not hear them: he will 
even hide his face from them at that time* 
as they have behaved themselves ill in their 
doings. 

Thus saith the Lord concerning the pro- 
phets that make my people err* that bite with 
their teeth* and cry* Peace; and he that 
putteth not into their mouths* they even 
prepare war against him. Therefore night 
shall be unto you* that ye shall not have a 
vision; and it shall be dark unto you* that ye 
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shall not divine; and the sun shall go down 
over the prophets, and the day shall be dark 
over them. Then shall the seers be ashamed, 
and the diviners confounded : yea, they shall 
all cover their lips; for there is no answer of 
God, But truly I am full of power by the 
spirit of the Lord, and of judgment, and of 
might, to declare unto Jacob his transgres- 
sion, and to Israel his sin. 

Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the 
house of Jacob, and princes of the house of 


Israel, that abhor judgment, and pervert all 
equity. They build up Zion with blood, and 
Jerusalem with iniquity. The heads thereof 
judge for reward, and the priests thereof 
teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine 
for money : yet will they lean upon the Lord, 
and say, Is not the Lord among us? none 
evil can come upon us. Therefore shall Zion 
for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jeru- 
salem shah become heaps, and the mountain 
of the house as the high places of the forest 


THE GOLDEN AGE Micah 4, i~~5 , 15 

No sooner does the Bible y as in the last section , awaken our conscience with a home- 
land scene , like unto that which , ala$> is daily before our eyes— a homeland disturbed 
by war and distressed by social wrongs — than it paints, as in the following section^ an 
idyllic picture of what our homelands might be— kingdoms of peace and joy * We 
begin to wonder as we read if the picture is really a promise , until the mention of 
Bethlehem makes fast our hope . 


BUT in the last days it shall come to pass, of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it 
that the mountain of the house of the Lord come, even the first dominion; the kingdom 
shall be established in the top of the mount- shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem, 
ains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; Now why dost thou cry out aloud? is 
and people shall flow unto it. And many there no king in thee? is thy counseller 
nations shall come, 1 and say. Come, and let perished? for pangs have taken thee as a 
us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to woman in travail. Be in pain, and labour 
the house of the God of Jacob; and he will to bring forth, O daughter of Zion, like a 
teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his woman in travail: for now shalt thou go 
paths : for the law shall go forth of Zion, and forth out of the dty, and thou shalt dwell in 
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And the field, and thou shalt go even to Babylon; 
he shall judge among many people, and there shalt thou be delivered; there the Lord 
rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall redeem thee from the hand of thine 
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and enemies. Now also many nations are gathered 
their spears into pruninghooks : nation shall against thee, that say. Let her be defiled, and 
not lift up a sword against nation, neither let our eye look upon Zion. But they know 
shall they learn war any more. But they not the thoughts of the Lord, neither under- 
shall sit every man under his vine and under stand they Ms counsel; for he shall gather 
Ms fig tree ; and none shall make them afraid : them as the sheaves into the floor. Arise and 
for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath thresh, O daughter of Zion: for I will make 
spoken it. For all people will walk every one thine horn iron, and I will make thy hoofs 
in the name of Ms god, and we will walk in brass : and thou shalt beat in pieces many 
the name of the Lord our God for ever and people : and I will consecrate their gain unto 
ever. the Lord, and their substance unto the Lord 

In that day, saith the Lord, will I assemble of the whole earth. Now gather thyself in 
her that halteth, and I will gather her that is troops, O daughter of troops : he hath laid 
driven out, and her that I have afflicted ; and siege against us : they shall smite the judge 
I will make her that halted a remnant, and of Israel with a rod upon the cheek, 
her that was cast far off a strong nation: 

and the Lord shall reign over them in mount The Little Town of Bethlehem 

Zion from henceforth, even for ever. And But thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah, though 

thou, O tower of the flock, the strong hold thou be little among the thous an ds of Judah, 

1 , prophet sees in the Holy City a tribunal to which nations bring their differences to be settled by 
arbitration, based on the laws of God. They arrive armed, ready to fight, but accept the judgement, and 
forthwith turn the weapons of war into instruments of social service. 


yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me 
that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from everlasting. 
Therefore will he give them up, until the 
time that she which travaileth hath brought 
forth : then the remnant of his brethren shall 
return unto the children of Israel And he 
shall stand and feed in the strength of the 
Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord 
his God; and they shall abide: for now shall 
he be great unto the ends of the earth. And 
this man shall be the peace, when the 
Assyrian shall come into our land : and when 
he shall tread in our palaces, then shall 
we raise against him seven shepherds, and 
eight principal men. And they shall waste 
the land of Assyria with the sword, and the 
land of Nimrod in the entrances thereof: 
thus shall he deliver us from the Assyrian, 
when he cometh into our land, and when 
he treadeth within our borders. And the 
remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of 
many people as a dew from the Lord, as the 
showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for 
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man, nor waiteth for the sons of men. And 
the remnant of Jacob shall be among the 
Gentiles in the midst of many people as a 
lion among the beasts of the forest, as a young 
lion among the flocks of sheep : who, if he go 
through, both treadeth down, and teareth in 
pieces, and none can deliver. Thine hand 
shall be lifted up upon thine adversaries, and 
all thine enemies shall be cut off. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, 
saith the Lord, that I will cut off thy horses 
out of the midst of thee, and I will destroy 
thy chariots : and I will cut off the cities of 
thy land, and throw down all thy strong 
holds : and I will cut off witchcrafts out of 
thine hand; and thou shalt have no more 
soothsayers : thy graven images also will I 
cut off, and thy standing images out of the 
midst of thee; and thou shall no more wor- 
ship the work of thine hands. And I will 
pluck up thy groves out of the midst of 
thee : so will I destroy thy cities. And I will 
execute vengeance in anger and fury upon 
the heathen, such as they have not heard. 


THE PRESENT AGE Micah 6, i— 7, 20 

Meanwhile, life goes on as usual, far from what it should be, and throughout the 
earth God calls for men who are mindful of Him, who in their hearts and lives keep 
the brotherly covenant, and, as His devoted servants, constantly wait upon Him to 
do His will. But where can such men be found? The Prophet looked for them in vain 


in Ms day. It seemed to him that if men's 
Himself must come to the rescue. 

HEAR ye now what the Lord saith; Arise, 
contend thou before the mountains, and let 
the bilk hear thy voice. Hear ye, O mount- 
ains, the Lord’s controversy, and ye strong 
foundations of the earth: for the Lord hath 
a controversy with his people, and he will 
plead with Israel. O my people, what have 
I done unto thee? and wherein have I 
wearied thee? testify against me. For I 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, 
and redeemed thee out of the house of 
servants; and I sent before thee Moses, 
Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember 
now what Balak king of Moab consulted, and 
what Balaam the son of Beor answered him 
from Shittim unto Gilgal; that ye may know 
the righteousness of the Lord. 

Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, 
and bow myself before the high God? shall 
I come before hint with burnt offerings, with 
1 St. Augustine comments : *Xhou askest. 


highest hopes were ever to be realized, God 

calves of a year old? Will the Lord be 
pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten 
thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of 
my body for the sin of my soul? He hath 
shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what 
doth the Lord require of thee, 1 but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God? 

Commercial Corruption 
The Lord’s voice crieth unto the city, 
and the man of wisdom shall see thy name: 
hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it. 
Are there yet the treasures of wickedness in 
the house of the wicked, and the scant 
measure that is abominable? Shall I count 
them pure with the wicked balances, and 
with the bag of deceitful weights? For the 
rich men thereof are full of violence, and 
what thou shouldest offer? Offer thyself.* 
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the inhabitants thereof haw spoken lies, and 
•their tongue is deceitful in their mouth. 
Therefore also will I make thee sick in 
smiting thee* in making thee desolate be- 
cause of thy sins. Thou shait eat* but not 
be satisfied ; and thy casting down shall be 
in the midst of thee* and thou shait take 
hold* but shait not deliver; and that which 
thou deliverest will I give up to the sword. 
Thou shait sow* but thou shait not reap; 
thou shaft tread the olives* but thou shait 
not anoint thee with oil; and sweet wine* 
but shaft not drink wine. For the statutes of 
Omri are kept* and all the works of the house 
of Ahab* and ye walk in their counsels; that 
I should make thee a desolation, and the 
inhabitants thereof an hissing: therefore ye 
shall bear the reproach of my people. 

Doing Evil with Both Hands 

Woe is me! for I am as when they have 
gathered the summer fruits* as the grape- 
gleanings of the vintage: there is no cluster 
to eat: my soul desired the firstripe fruit. 
The good man is perished out of the earth: 
and there is none upright among men : they 
all lie in wait for blood ; they hunt every man 
his brother with a net. That they may do 
evil with both hands earnestly, the prince 
asketh* and the judge asketh for a reward; 
and the great man* he uttereth his mis- 
chievous desire: so they wrap it up. The 
best of them is as a brier: the most upright 
is sharper than a thorn hedge: the day of 
thy watchmen and thy visitation cometh; 
now shall be their perplexity. Trust ye not 
in a friend* put ye not confidence in a guide : 
keep the doors of thy mouth from her that 
lieth in thy bosom. For the son dishonoured! 
the father* the daughter riseth up against her 
mother* the daughter in law against her 
mother in law; a man’s enemies are the men 
of his own house. 

The Saviour God 

Therefore I will look unto the Lord ; I will 
wait for the God of my salvation: my God 


will hear me* Rejoice not against me, O 
mine enemy : when I fall, I shall arise; when 
I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light 
unto me. 1 will bear the indignation of the 
Lord, because I have sinned against him, 
until he plead my cause, and execute judg- 
ment for me : he will bring me forth to the 
light, and I shall behold his righteousness. 
Then she that is mine enemy shall see it* 
and shame shall cover her which said unto 
me, Where is the Lord thy God? mine eyes 
shall behold her; now shall she be trodden 
down as the mire of the streets. In the 
day that thy walls are to be built, in that day 
shall the decree be far removed. In that day 
also he shall come even to thee from Assyria* 
and from the fortified dries* and from the 
fortress even to the river, and from sea to 
sea* and from mountain to mountain. Not- 
withstanding the land shall be desolate be- 
cause of them that dwell therein, for the 
fruit of their doings. 

Feed thy people with thy rod* the flock 
of thine heritage* which dwell solitarily in 
the wood, in the midst of Carmel: let them 
feed in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of 
old. According to the days of thy coming out 
of the land of Egypt will I shew unto him 
marvellous things. The nations shall see and 
be confounded at all their might : they shall 
lay their hand upon their mouth* their ears 
shall be deaf. They shall lick the dust like a 
serpent, they shall move out of their holes 
like worms of the earth: they shall be afraid 
of the Lord our God, and shall fear because 
of thee. 

Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth 
iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of 
the remnant of his heritage? he retained! not 
his anger for ever, because he deiighteth in 
mercy. He will turn again, he will have com- 
passion upon us; he will subdue our ini- 
quities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into 
the depths of the sea. Thou wilt perform the 
truth to Jacob* and the mercy to Abraham, 
which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from 
the days of old. 
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NAHUM 

BRIGHT SWORDS AND GLITTERING SPEARS 

From the vision of a peaceful country, where happy workers with a song follow the 
plough or lift the pruning-hook to trim the vineyards and orchards, we come to a 
fierce and terrible battle-scene at the gates of one of the world's proud cities . Nineveh » 
the capital of the Assyrian empire , is attacked by the armies of Media and Babylon* 
Its destruction is certain , and will be complete. According to the Prophet it is a 
righteous judgement upon the people who have ravaged and laid waste the smaller 
nations of the earth. The prophecy is more like a cry of satisfaction than an ethical 
treatise on the moral government of the world, but the religious significance of Nineveh's 
fall is not absent from the Prophet's exultation. Behind his song, for song it is, there 
lies the conviction that God's rule covers all nations, and God's judgement is against 
inhumanity by whomsoever it is committed. Among the prophets , Nahum is more 
sensitive to the wrongs his people have suffered than to the wrongs they have done . 

folden together as thorns, and while they 
are drunken as drunkards, they shall be 
devoured as stubble fully dry. There is one 
come out of thee, that imagined! evil against 
the Lord, a wicked counseller. Thus saith 
the Lord ; Though they be quiet, and like- 
wise many, yet thus shall they be cut down, 
when he shall pass through. Though I have 
afflicted thee, I will afflict thee no more. For 
now will I break Ills yoke from off thee, and 
will burst thy bonds in sunder. 

And the Lord hath given a command- 
ment concerning thee, that no more of thy 
name be sown : out of the house of thy gods 
will I cut off the graven image and the molten 
image: I will make thy grave; for thou art 
vile. 

Behold upon the mountains the feet of 
him that bringeth good tidings, that pub- 
lished! peace! O Judah, keep thy solemn 
feasts, perform thy vows: for the wicked 
shall no more pass through thee; he is 
utterly cut off. 

The Attack on Nineveh 
He that dasheth in pieces is come up 
before thy face: keep the munition, watch 
the way, make thy loins strong, fortify thy 
power mightily. For the Lord hath turned 
away the excellency of Jacob, as the excel- 
lency of Israel : for the emptiers have emptied 
them out, and marred their vine branches. 



|HE burden of Nineveh. The book 
of the vision of Nahum the Elko- 
shite. 

God is jealous, and the Lord 
revengeth; the Lord revengeth, and is 
furious ; the Lord will take vengeance on his 
adversaries, and he reserved! wrath for his 
enemies. The Lord is slow to anger, and 
great in power, and will not at all acquit the 
wicked : the Lord hath his way in the whirl- 
wind and in the storm, and the clouds are 
the dust of his feet. He rebuketh the sea, 
and maketh it dry, and drieth up all the 
rivers : Bashan languished!, and Carmel, and 
the flower of Lebanon languished!. The 
mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, 
and the earth is burned at his presence, yea, 
the world, and all that dwell therein. Who 
can stand before his indignation? and who 
can abide in the fierceness of his anger? his 
fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are 
thrown down by him. The Lord is good, 
a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he 
knoweth them that trust in him. But with 
an overrunning flood he will make an utter 
end of the place thereof, and darkness shall 
pursue his enemies. 

Nineveh is Doomed 

What do ye imagine against the Lord ? he 
will make an utter end: affliction shall not 
rise up the second time. For while they be 
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The shield of Ms mighty men is made red, 
the valiant men are in scarlet: the chariots 
shall be with flaming torches in the day of 
his preparation, and the fir trees shall be 
terribly shaken. The chariots shall rage in 
the streets, they shall jostle one against 
another in the broad ways: they shall seem 
like torches, they shall run like the lightnings. 
He shall recount Ms worthies: they shall 
stumble in their walk; they shall make haste 
to the wall thereof, and the defence shall be 
prepared. The gates of the rivers shall be 
opened, and the palace shall be dissolved. 
And Huzzab shall be led away captive, she 
shall be brought up, and her maids shall 
lead her as with the voice of doves, tabering 
upon their breasts. 

Plundering the City 

But Nineveh is of old like a pool of water : 
yet they shall flee away. Stand, stand, shall 
they cry; but none shall look back. Take ye 
the spoil of silver, take the spoil of gold: for 
there is none end of the store and glory out 
of all the pleasant furniture. She is empty, 
.and void, and waste: and the heart melteth, 
and' the knees smite together, and much pain 
Is in all loins, and the faces of them all gather 
blackness. Where is the dwelling of the lions, 
and the feedingplace of the young lions, 
where the lion, even the old lion, walked, and 
the lion’s whelp, and none made them afraid ? 
The lion did tear in pieces enough for Ms 
whelps, and strangled for Ms lionesses, and 
filled Ms holes with prey, and Ms dens with 
ravin. Behold, I am against thee, saith the 
Lord of hosts, and I will bum her chariots 
in the smoke, and the sword shall devour thy 
young lions : and I will cut off thy prey from 
the earth, and the voice of thy messengers 
shall no more be heard. 


Nineveh is Laid Waste 

Woe to the bloody city! it is all full of lies 
and robbery; the prey departeth not; the 
noise of a whip, and the noise of the rattling 
of the wheels, and of the pransing horses, 
and of the jumping chariots. The horseman 
lifteth up both the bright sword and the 
glittering spear: and there is a multitude of 
slain, and a great number of carcases; and 
there is nong end of their corpses; they 
stumble upon their corpses : because of the 
multitude of the whoredoms of the well- 


favoured harlot, the mistress of witchcrafts, 
that seileth nations through her whoredoms, 
and families through her witchcrafts. Behold, 
1 am against thee, saith the Lord of hosts; 
and I will discover thy skirts upon thy face, 
and I will shew the nations thy nakedness, and 
the kingdoms thy shame. And I will cast 
abominable filth upon thee, and make thee 
vile, and will set thee as a gazingstock. And 
it shall come to pass, that ah they that look 
upon thee shall flee from thee, and say, 
Nineveh is laid waste: who will bemoan 
her? whence shall I seek comforters for 
thee? 

Art thou better than populous No, that 
was situate among the rivers, that had the 
waters round about it, whose rampart was the 
sea, and her wall was from the sea? Ethiopia 
and Egypt were her strength, and it was 
infinite; Put and Lublin were thy helpers. 
Yet was she carried away, she went into cap- 
tivity: her young children also were dashed 
in pieces at the top of all the streets: and 
they cast lots for her honourable men, and 
all her great men were bound in chains. 
Thou also shalt be drunken: thou shaft be 
Md, thou also shalt seek strength because of 
the enemy. All thy strong holds shall be 
like fig trees with the firstripe figs : if they be 
shaken, they shall even fall into the mouth 
of the eater. Behold, thy people in the midst 
of thee are women: the gates of thy land 
shall be set wide open unto thine enemies: 
the fire shall devour thy bars. Draw thee 
waters for the siege, fortify thy strong holds : 
go into day, and tread the morter, make 
strong the brickkiln. There shall the fire 
devour thee; the sword shall cut thee off, it 
shall eat thee up like the cankerworm: make 
thyself many as the cankerworm, make thy- 
self many as the locusts. Thou hast multi- 
plied thy merchants above the stars of 
heaven: the cankerworm spoileth, and fiieth 
away. Thy crowned are as the locusts, and 
thy captains as the great grasshoppers, wMch 
camp in the hedges in the cold day, but when 
the sun ariseth they fiee away, and their 
place is not known where they are. Thy 
shepherds slumber, O king of Assyria: thy 
nobles shall dwell in the dust: thy people is 
scattered upon the mountains, and no man 
gathereth them. There is no healing of thy 
bruise; thy wound is grievous : all that hear 
the bruit of thee shall clap the hands over 
thee: for upon whom hath not thy wicked- 
ness passed continually? 
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HABAKKUK 

AN URGENT CRY TO THE GOD OF JUSTICE 

Who has not cried out to God against the cruel wrongs that evil men hove brought 
on innocent people? Here, it would seem , the Prophet sow his prayer being answered , 
in the approach of a foreign army as God’s instrument of justice. When, however, he 
beholds the crimes committed by this rod of wrath, outraging every sense of justice, he 
is completely confounded • But who is not perplexed and troubled by the injustices that 
the years of life bring to light? And by the free rein that is given to wild and evil 
mm? So let us take our stand with the Prophet on his watch-tower, and wait for the 
revealing word that none but God can give . 


HE burden which Habakkuk the 
prophet did see. 

O Lord* how long shall I cry, and 
thou wilt not hear ! even cry out unto 
thee of violence, and thou wilt not save! 
Why dost thou shew me iniquity, and cause 
me to behold grievance? for spoiling and 
violence are before me: and there are that 
raise up strife and contention. Therefore 
the law is slacked, and judgment doth never 
go forth: for the wicked doth compass about 
the righteous; therefore wrong judgment 
proceeded*. 

The Lord’s Answer 

Behold 1 ye among the heathen, and regard, 
and wonder marvellously: for I will work a 
work in your days, which ye will not believe, 
though it be told you. For, lo, I raise up the 
Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, 
which shall march through the breadth of 
the land, to possess the dwellingplaces that 
are not theirs. They are terrible and dread- 
ful: their judgment and their dignity shall 
proceed of themselves. Their horses also 
are swifter than the leopards, and are more 
fierce than the evening wolves: and their 
horsemen shall spread themselves, and their 
horsemen shall come from far; they shall fly 
as the eagle that hasteth to eat. They shall 
come all for violence: their faces shall sup 
up as the east wind, and they shall gather the 
captivity as the sand. And they shall scoff at 
the kings, and the princes shall be a scorn 


unto them: they shall deride every strong 
hold; for they shall heap dust, and take it. 
Then shall Iris mind change, and he shall 
pass over, and offend, imputing this his 
power unto his god. 

A Greater Problem 

Art thou not from everlasting, O Lord 
my God, mine Holy One? we shall not die. 
O Lord, thou hast ordained them for judg- 
ment; and, O mighty God, thou hast estab- 
lished them for correction. Thou art of 
purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst 
not look on iniquity: wherefore lookest thou 
upon them that deal treacherously, and 
boldest thy tongue when the wicked de- 
voured! the man that is more righteous than 
he? And makest men as the Ashes of the 
sea, as the creeping things, that have no 
ruler over them? They take up all of them 
with the angle, they catch them in their net, 
and gather them in their drag : therefore they 
rejoice and are glad. Therefore they sacrifice 
unto their net, and burn incense unto their 
drag; because by them their portion is fat, 
and their meat plenteous. Shall they there- 
fore empty their net, and not spare con- 
tinually to slay the nations? 

The Watch-tower 

I will stand upon my watch, and set me 
upon the tower, and will watch to see what 
he will say unto me, and what I shall answer 
when I am reproved. And the Lord answered 
me, and said, Write the vision, and make it 


1 There are differences of opinion about the position of this paragraph. Some prefer to read it after the 
opening sentence of the prophecy; others, after 2 , 4> ‘the just shall live by his faith . The reader rn&ykhe 
to compare the various settings for the different forms they give to the Prophet s problem. The subject is 
worth studying in the larger commentaries. 
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ATTACKED BY VIOLENCE AND OPPRESSION 

Habakkuk’s problem is a modem one. He does not deny that his own people are 
not all that they should be. They may even deserve the punishment of God. But is 
not the wrong-doing of the oppressor more evil and blameworthy than the things his 
people have done? Do not the cruelties , the inhumanities , the godlessness, and ruthless 


plain upon tables, that he may run that 
readeth it. For the vision is yet for an ap- 
pointed time, but at the end it shall speak, 
and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; 
because it will surely come, it will not tarry. 

Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not 
upright in him: but the just shall live by his 
faith. 1 

Woe to the Aggressor 

Yea also, because he transgresseth by 
wine, he is a proud man, neither keepeth at 
home, who enlargeth his desire as hell, and 
is as death, and cannot be satisfied, but 


gathereth unto him all nations, and heapeth 
unto him all people : shall not all these take 
up a parable against him, and a taunting 
proverb against him, and say, Woe to him 
that increased! that which is not his! how 
long? and to him that ladeth himself with 
thick clay! Shall they not rise up suddenly 
that shall bite thee, and awake that shall vex 
thee, and thou shalt be for booties unto 
them? Because thou hast spoiled many 
nations, all the remnant of the people shall 
spoil thee; because of men’s blood, and for 
the violence of the land, of the city, and of 
all that dwell therein. 


1 St. Paul quotes this passage (Rom. i> 17; Gal. 3, 11) giving It a fuller meaning than it has here, for the 
word that the Prophet uses signifies < faithfulness , rather than ‘faith*. The sense of the whole message would 
appear to be this: The soul of the evil man cannot stand upright. It collapses. The soul of the good man 
is steadfast and therefore survives. It is not might but right that, in the long run, survives all ordeals, 1 
time will prove. 
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NATIONS AGAIN CRY OUT TO GOD 


violation of every moral law call for a divine judgement? Instead, the aggressor suc- 
ceeds, and increases his oppression . The problem is a perplexity to those who believe 
in God and His righteous rule, and has to be borne with faithfulness and patience until 
He lightens the darkness of our incomplete knowledge . 


His Lofty Palaces 


Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetous- 
ness to his house, that he may set his nest on 
high, that he may be delivered from the 
power of evil! Thou hast consulted shame 
to thy house by cutting of: many people, 
and hast sinned against thy soul. For the 
stone shall cry out of the wall, and the beam 
out of the timber shall answer it. 


His Murders and Lies 


Woe to him that buildeth a town with 
blood, and stablisheth a city by iniquity! 
Behold, is it not of the Lord of hosts that 
the people shall labour in the very fire, and 
the people shall weary themselves for very 
vanity? For the earth shall be filled with the 


knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea. 

Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour 
drink, that puttest thy bottle to him, and 
makest him drunken also, that thou mayest 
look on their nakedness! Thou art filled 
with shame for glory; drink thou also, and 
let thy foreskin be uncovered : the cup of the 
Lord's right hand shall be turned unto thee, 
and shameful spewing shall be on thy glory. 
For the violence of Lebanon shall cover 
thee, and the spoil of beasts, which made 
them afraid, because of men's blood, and 
for the violence of the land, of the city, and 
of all that dwell therein. 

What profiteth the graven image that the 
maker thereof hath graven it; the molten 
image, and a teacher of lies, that the maker 
of his work trusteth therein, to make dumb 


!.< 
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HABAKKUK 2, 18 

idols? Woe unto Mm that saith to the wood. 
Awake; to the dumb stone. Arise, it shall 
teach! Behold, it is laid over with gold and 
silver, and there' is no breath at all in the 
midst of it. But the Lord is in Ms holy tem- 
ple : let all the earth keep silence before him. 

The Prophet's Prayer 

A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon 
Shigionoth. 

■ O Lord, I have heard thy speech, and was 
afraid: 

0 Lord, revive thy work In the midst of 
• ' the years. 

In the midst of the years make known; 

In wrath remember mercy. 

God came from Teman, 

And the Holy One from mount ParaiL 

[Selahj 

His glory covered the heavens, 

And the earth was full of his praise. 

And his brightness was as the light; 

He had horns coming out of his hand : 
And there was the hiding of his power. 
Before him went the pestilence. 

And burning coals went forth at his feet 
He stood, and measured the earth: 

He beheld, and drove asunder the nations ; 
And the everlasting mountains were scat- 
tered. 

The perpetual hills did bow: 

His ways are everlasting. 

1 saw the tents of Cushan in affliction: 
And the curtains of the land of Midian did 

tremble. 

Was the Lord displeased against ■ the 
: ' ' ■ '' 'rivers? : ' 

Was thine anger against the rivers? 

Was thy wrath against the sea. 

That thou didst ride upon thine horses 
And thy chariots of salvation? 

Thy bow was made quite naked. 
According to the oaths of the tribes, even 
thy word. [Selah.3 

Thou didst cleave the earth with rivers. 
The mountains saw thee, and they 
trembled: 


The overflowing of the water passed by: 
The deep uttered Ms voice, 

And lifted up Ms hands on Mghu 
The sun and moon stood still in their 
habitation: 

At the light of tMne mows they went. 
And at the shining of thy glittering spear. 
Thou didst march through the land in 
indignation. 

Thou didst thresh the heathen in anger. 
Thou wentest forth for the salvation of 
thy people. 

Even for salvation with thine anointed; 
Thou woundedst the head out of the 
house of the wicked. 

By discovering the foundation unto the 
neck. [Selah.] 

Thou didst strike through with Ms staves 
the head of Ms villages : 

They came out as a whirlwind to scatter 
me: 

Their rejoicing was as to devour the poor 
secretly. 

Thou didst walk through the sea with 
thine horses. 

Through the heap of great waters. 

When I heard, my belly trembled; 

My lips quivered at the voice : 

Rottenness entered into my bones, and I 
trembled in myself. 

That I might rest in the day of trouble: 
When he cometh up unto the people, he 
will invade them with Ms troops. 
Although the fig tree shall not blossom, 
Neither shall fruit be in the vines;' 

The labour of the olive shall fail. 

And the fields shall yield no meat ; 

The flock shall be cut off from the fold, 
And there shall be no herd in the stalls: 
Yet I will rejoice in the Lord , 1 
I will joy in the God of my salvation. 
The Lord God is my strength. 

And he will make my feet like hinds' feet, 
And he will make me to walk upon mine 
Mgh places. 

To the chief singer on my stringed instruments. 


1 It is not God’s gifts this man wants, but God Himself. Before we find God, know Him, and love 
for Him has been bom in our hearts, His favours mean more to us than His Presence. Yet, what are the 
fruits of prosperity or success without Him? With Him, we can face the barren years and the baffling 
problems courageously. For the sense of company, of God’s company and care, is more to man than 
anything life can give or take away. 


ZEPHANIAH 

AN URGENT CRY TO THE SONS OF MEN 

There is a fierce fervour about these men of God that puts our religious zeal— if 
indeed? our interest in religion can be said to amount to zeal— to shame . But the 
intense moral earnestness of Zephaniah has to be seen in relation to his other qualities 
for its greatness to be fully appreciated . He was a man with a wide outlook He 
knew as much about the social? commercial? and political life of the city as he did 
about its religion? and almost as much about foreign states and people as about his 
own . He was? besides? a man of high social standing? related to? and in close association 
with? the royal household . What a rare combination of gifts to be infused with a 
passion for righteousness that demands? if the existing civilization is not to be destroyed? 
drastic and immediate moral reforms . 


T HE word of the Lord which came 
unto Zephaniah the son of Cushi* 
the son of Gedaliah* the son of 
Amarlah* the son of Hizkiah* in the 
days of Josiah the son of Amon* king of 
Judah, 

The Contaminated World 

I will utterly consume all things from off 
the land* saith the Lord. I will consume 
man and beast; I will consume the fowls of 
the heaven* and the fishes of the sea* and the 
stumblingblocks with the wicked* and I will 
cut off man from off the land* saith the Lord. 
I will also stretch out mine hand upon Judah* 
and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem; 
and I will cut off the remnant of Baal from 
this place* and the name of the Chemarims 
with the priests; and them that worship the 
host of heaven upon the housetops; and 
them that worship and that swear by the 
Lord* and that swear by Malcham; and 
them that are turned back from the Lord; 
and those that have not sought the Lord* 
nor enquired for him. 

The Bay of Judgement 

Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord 
God : for the day 1 of the Lord is £t hand : for 
the Lord hath prepared a sacrifice* he hath 
bid his guests. And it shall come to pass in 


the day of the Lord’s sacrifice* that I will 
punish the princes* and the king’s children* 
and all such as are clothed with strange 
apparel. In the same day also will I punish 
all those that leap on the threshold* which 
fill their masters’ houses with violence and 
deceit. And it shall come to pass In that 
day* saith the Lord* that there shall be the 
noise of a cry from the fish gate * 2 and an 
howling from the second* and a great crash- 
ing from the hills. Howl* ye inhabitants of 
Maktesh* for all the merchant people are cut 
down; all they that bear silver are cut off. 
And it shall come to pass at that time* that I 
will search Jerusalem with candles* and 
punish the men that are settled on their lees : 3 
that say in their heart* The Lord will not do 
good* neither will he do evil. Therefore 
their goods shall become a booty* and their 
houses a desolation: they shall also build 
houses, but not inhabit them; and they shall 
plant vineyards* but not drink the wine 
thereof. 

The great day of the Lord is near* it is 
near* and hasteth greatly* even the voice of 
the day of the Lord: the mighty man shall 
cry there bitterly. That day is a day of 
wrath* a day of trouble and distress* a day of 
wasteness and desolation* a day of darkness 
and gloominess* a day of clouds and thick 
darkness* a day of the trumpet and alarm 
against die fenced cities* and against the 


1 The Prophet saw an army of invaders descending from the North upon his country. It seemed to him 
like the approaching end of the existing order, when God’s righteousness would be vindicated to the world. 
See p. 907, note 2. 2 The business quarter. 3 Thickened* like wine that has been 
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high towers. And I will bring distress upon 
men, that, they shall walk like blind men, 
because they have sinned against the Lord: 
and their blood shall be poured out as dust, 
and their flesh as the dung. Neither their 
silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver 
them in the day of the Lord’s wrath; but 
the whole land shall be devoured by the fire 
of his jealousy; for he shall make even a 
speedy riddance of all them that dwell in 
the land. 

The Guilty Nations 

Gather yourselves together, yea, gather 
together, O nation not desired; before the 
decree bring forth, before the day pass as 
die chaff, before the fierce anger of the Lord 
come upon you, before the day of the Lord’s 
anger come upon you. Seek ye the Lord, all 
ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his 
judgment; seek righteousness, seek meek- 
ness : it may be ye shall be hid in the day of 
the Lord’s anger. 

For Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ashkelon 
a desolation: they shall drive out Ashdod at 
the noon day, and Ekron shall be rooted up. 
Woe unto the inhabitants of the sea coast, 
the nation of the Cherethites! the word of 
the Lord is against you; O Canaan, the land 
of the Philistines, I will even destroy thee, 
that there shall be no inhabitant. And the 
sea coast shall be dwellings and cottages for 
shepherds, and folds for flocks. And the 
coast shall be for the remnant of the house 
of Judah; they shall feed thereupon: in the 
houses of Ashkelon shall they lie down in the 
evening: for the Lord their God shall visit 
them, and turn away their captivity. 

I have heard the reproach of Moab, and 
the revilings of the children of Ammon, 
whereby they have reproached my people, 
and magnified themselves against their bor- 
der. Therefore as I live, saith the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel, Surely Moab shall 
be as Sodom, and the children of Ammon as 
Gomorrah, even the breeding of nettles, and 
saltpits, and a perpetual desolation: the 
residue of my people shall spoil them, and 
the remnant of my people shall possess them. 
This shall they have for their pride, be- 
cause they have reproached and magnified 
themselves against the people of the Lord 
of hosts. The Lord will be terrible unto 
them: for he will famish all the gods of the 
earth; and men shall worship him, every 


one from his place, even all the isles of the 
heathen. 

Ye Ethiopians also, ye shall be slain by 
my sword. And he will stretch out his hand 
against the north, and destroy Assyria; and 
will make Nineveh a desolation, and dry 
like a wilderness. And flocks shall Me down 
in the midst of her, all the beasts of the 
nations ; both the cormorant and the bittern 
shall lodge in the upper lintels of it; their 
voice shall sing in the windows; desolation 
shall be in the thresholds: for he shall un- 
cover the cedar work. This is the rejoicing 
city that dwelt carelessly, that said in her 
heart, I am, and there is none beside me: 
how is she become a desolation, a place for 
beasts to lie down in! every one that passeth 
by her shall hiss, and wag his hand. 

The Guilty City 

Woe to her that is filthy and polluted, to 
the oppressing city! She obeyed not the 
voice; she received not correction; she 
trusted not in the Lord; she drew not near 
to her God. Her princes within her are 
roaring lions ; her judges are evening wolves; 
they gnaw not the bones till the morrow. 
Her prophets are light and treacherous per- 
sons: her priests have polluted the sanc- 
tuary, they have done violence to the law. 
The just Lord is in the midst thereof; he 
will not do iniquity : every morning doth he 
bring his judgment to Mght, he faileth not; 
but the unjust knoweth no shame. I have 
cut off the nations : their towers are desolate; 
I made their streets waste, that none passeth 
by: their cities are destroyed, so that there 
is no man, that there is none inhabitant. I 
said. Surely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt 
receive instruction; so their dwelling should 
not be cut off, howsoever I punished them: 
but they rose early, and corrupted all their 
doings. 

Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the 
Lord, until the day that I rise up to the 
prey: for my determination is to gather 
the nations, that I may assemble the king- 
doms, to pour upon them mine indignation, 
even all my fierce anger : for all the earth shall 
be devoured with the fire of my jealousy. 

For then will I turn to the people a pure 
language, that they may all call upon the 
name of the Lord, to serve him with one 
consent. From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia 
my suppHants, even the daughter of my 
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dispersed, shall bring mine offering. In 
that day shalt thou not be ashamed for all 
thy doings, wherein thou hast transgressed 
against me: for then I will take away out of 
the midst of thee them that rejoice in thy 
pride, and thou shalt no more be haughty 
because of my holy mountain. I will also 
leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and 
poor people, and they shall trust in the name 
of the Lord. The remnant of Israel shall 
not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall 
a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth: 
for they shall feed and lie down, and none 
shall make them afraid. 

A New Start 

Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O 
Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, 
O daughter of Jerusalem. The Lord hath 
taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out 


HAGGAI 1 , 10 

thine enemy: the king of Israel, even the 
Lord, is in the midst of thee : thou shalt not 
see evil any more. In that day it shall be 
said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to 
Zion, Let not thine hands be slack. The 
Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; 
he will save, he will rejoice over thee with 
joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over 
thee with singing. I will gather them that 
are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who 
are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was 
a burden. Behold, at that time I will undo 
all that afflict thee : and I will save her that 
halteth, and gather her that was driven out; 
and I will get them praise and fame in every 
land where they have been put to shame. 
At that time will I bring you again, even 
in the time that I gather you: for I will make 
you a name and a praise among all people 
of the earth, when I turn back your captivity 
before your eyes, saith the Lord. 


HAGGAI 

AT THE BEGINNING OF A NEW AGE 

We stand to-day on the threshold of a new era, the new world-makers, and there is 
grave danger that, like these people of old, we shall make a wrong start For men do 
not even yet realize that it is in and through acts and experiences of worship that the 
right aims of life are perceived, and the creative spirit of man is renewed and endued 
with power . Haggai does more than gather timber and stones for a new temple, he 
appeals to us, who have temples, to make the glory of God and the worship of God the 
foundation and inspiration of the new order . 


I N the second year of Darius the king, 
in the sixth month, in the first day of 
the month, came the word of the Lord 
by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel 
the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and 
to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high 
priest, saying. Thus speaketh the Lord of 
hosts, saying. This people say, The time is 
not come, the time that the Lord’s house 
should be built. Then came the word of the 
Lord by Haggai the prophet, saying, Is it 
time for you, O ye, to dwell in your deled 
houses, and this house lie waste? Now 
therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; Con- 
sider your ways. Ye have sown much, and 


bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not 
enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with 
drink; ye clothe you, but there is none 
warm; and he that eameth wages eameth 
wages to put it into a bag with holes. * 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider 
your ways. Go up to the mountain, and 
bring wood, and build the house; and I will 
take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, 
saith the Lord. Ye looked for much, and, 
lo, it came to little; and when ye brought it 
home, I did blow upon it. Why? saith the 
Lord of hosts. Because of mine house that 
is waste, and ye run every man unto his 
own house. Therefore the heaven over you 


931 


HAGGAI 1 , 10 

k stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed 
from her fruit. And I called for a drought 
upon the land, and upon the mountains, and 
upon the corn, and upon the new wine, 
and upon the oil, and upon that which the 
ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and 
upon cattle, and upon all the labour of the 
hands. 

Then Zerubbabei the son of Shealtiel, 
and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high 
priest, with all the remnant of the people, 
obeyed the voice of the Lord their God, 
and the words of Haggai the prophet, as 
the Lord their God had sent him, and the 
people did fear before the Lord. Then 
spake Haggai the Lord's messenger in the 
Lord's message unto the people, saying, I 
am with you, saith the Lord. And the Lord 
stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabei the son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit 
of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high 
priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of 
the people; and they came and did work in 
the house of the Lord of hosts, their God, 
in the four and twentieth day of the sixth 
month, in the second year of Darius the king. 

Persevere in the Task 

In the seventh month, in the one and 
twentieth day of the month, came the word 
of the Lord by the prophet Haggai, saying. 
Speak now to Zerubbabei the son of Sheal- 
tiel, governor of Judahs and to Joshua the 
son of Josedech, the high priest, and to the 
residue of the people, saying. Who is left 
among you that saw this house in her first 
glory? and how do ye see it now? is it not 
in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing? 
Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabei, saith the 
Lord; and be strong, O Joshua, son of 
Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all 
ye people of the land, saith the Lord, and 
work: for I am with you, saith the Lord of 
hosts: according to the word that I cove- 
nanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, 
so my spirit remained! among you: fear ye 
not. For thus saith the Lord of hosts; 
Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake 
the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and 
the dry land; and I will shake all nations, 
and the desire of all nations shall come: 
and I will fill this house with glory, saith the 
Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the 
gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts. The 
glory of this latter house shall be greater 


than of the former, saith the Lord of hosts; 
and in this place will I give peace, saith the 
Lord of hosts. 

Look ahead 

In the four and twentieth day of the ninth 
month, in the second year of Darius, came 
the word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet,' 
saying. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Ask 
now the priests concerning the law, saying, 
If one bear holy flesh in the skirt of his 
garment, and with his skirt do touch bread, 
or pottage, or wine, or oil, or any meat, shall 
it be holy? And the priests answered and 
said. No. Then said Haggai, If one that is 
unclean by a dead body touch any of these, 
shall it be unclean ? And the priests answered 
and said. It shall be unclean. Then answered 
Haggai, and said. So is this people, and so is 
this nation before me, saith the Lord; and 
so is every work of their hands; and that 
which they offer there is unclean. And now, 
I pray you, consider from this day and up- 
ward, from before a stone was laid upon a 
stone in the temple of the Lord : since those 
days were, when one came to an heap of 
twenty measures, there were but ten: when 
one came to the pressfat for to draw out 
fifty vessels out of the press, there were but 
twenty. I smote you with blasting and with 
mildew and with hail in all the labours of 
your hands; yet ye turned not to me, saith 
the Lord. Consider now from this day and 
upward, from the four and twentieth day of 
the ninth month, even from the day that 
the foundation of the Lord's temple was 
laid, consider it. Is the seed yet in the bam? 
yea, as yet the vine, and the fig tree, and the 
pomegranate, and the olive tree, hath not 
brought forth: from this day will I bless you. 

And again the word of the Lord came 
unto Haggai in the four and twentieth day 
of the month, saying. Speak to Zerubbabei, 
governor of Judah, saying, I will shake the 
heavens and the earth; and I will overthrow 
the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy 
the strength of the kingdoms of the heathen; 
and I will overthrow the chariots, and those 
that ride in them; and the horses and their 
riders shall come down, every one by the 
sword of his brother. In that day, saith the 
Lord of hosts, will I take thee, O Zerub- 
babei, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith 
the Lord, and will make thee as a signer, 
for I have chosen thee, saith the Lord of 
hosts. 


ZECHARIAH 

FOR THE MAKING OF A NEW WORLD 


The subject is still worship , for Haggai and Zechariah were contemporaries , and 
they were agreed upon the place that worship should take in the creation of the new 
world-order. But whereas Haggai was concerned with getting people to realize the 
importance of worship, of giving it a definite place in life, and that the foremost place, 
Zechariah sought to impress upon them that worship, to be acceptable to God, must 
not be limited to the Temple services and festivals. The spirit of worship, the sense of 
loving, adoring devotion to God, must be carried into everyday life, where the observance 
of His righteous laws will extend His rule and fill the earth with His glory . It is a 
mistake to think of worship only as a ceremony to be performed in the Temple , It is, 
if we would only see it as the Bible states it, the most creative power for shaping the 
destiny of mankind that heaven, throughout the ages, has been trying to persuade us 
to exercise and practise , And this message, be it observed, comes from the lips of 
Zechariah, a member of the priesthood. 


I N the eighth month, in the second year 
of Darius, came the word of the Lord 
unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, 
the son of Iddo the prophet, saying. 
The Lord hath been sore displeased with 
your fathers. Therefore say thou unto them. 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Turn ye unto 
me, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will turn 
unto you, saith the Lord of hosts. Be ye not 
as your fathers, unto whom the former pro- 
phets have cried, saying. Thus saith the 
Lord of hosts; Turn ye now from your evil 
ways, and from your evil doings: but they 
did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the 
Lord. Your fathers, where are they? and 
the prophets, do they live for ever? But 
my words and my statutes, which I com- 
manded my servants the prophets, did they 
not take hold of your fathers? and they re- 
turned and said. Like as the Lord of hosts 
thought to do unto us, according to our 
ways, and according to our doings, so hath 
he dealt with us. 

Visions of Encouragement 

Upon the four and twentieth day of the 
eleventh month, which is the month Sebat, 


in the second year of Darius, came the 
word of the Lord unto Zechariah, the son 
of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, 
saying, I saw by night , 1 and behold a man 
riding upon a red horse, and he stood among 
the myrtle trees that were in the bottom; 
and behind him were there red horses, 
speckled, and white. Then said I, O my 
lord, what are these? And the angel that 
talked with me said unto me, I will shew 
thee what these be. And the man that stood 
among the myrtle trees answered and said. 
These are they whom the Lord hath sent 
to walk to and fro through the earth. And 
they answered the angel of the Lord that 
stood among the myrtle trees, and said. We 
have walked to and fro through the earth, 
and, behold, all the earth sitteth still, and is 
at rest. 

Then the angel of the Lord answered and 
said, O Lord of hosts, how long wilt thou 
not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the 
cities of Judah, against which thou hast had 
indignation these threescore and ten years? 
And the Lord answered the angel that talked 
with me with good words and comfortable 
words. So the angel that communed with 
me said unto me. Cry thou, saying. Thus 


1 In a series of eight visions, some of which may seem strange to us, but would be easily understood by his 
hearers, among whom the pictorial presentation of ideas was popular, the Prophet deals with the difficulties 
that stand in the way of the coming of the new age. Through the first vision of the Lord’s couriers, he 
announces that God has not forgotten them, and that the hard times are over. 
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saith the Lord of hosts; I am jealous for 
Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy. 
And I am very sore displeased' with the 
heathen that are at ease : for I was but a little 
displeased, and they helped forward the 
affliction. Therefore thus saith the Lord; 

I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: 
my house shall be built in it, saith the Lord 
of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth 
upon Jerusalem. Cry yet, saying, Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts; My cities through 
prosperity shall yet be spread abroad; and 
the Lord shall yet comfort Zion, and shall 
yet choose Jerusalem. 

Symbols of Power 

: Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and 
behold four horns. And I said unto the 
angel that talked with me, What be these? 
And he answered me, These are the horns 
which have scattered Judah, Israel, and 
Jerusalem. And the Lord shewed me four 
carpenters. Then said I, What come these 
to do? And he spake, saying. These are the 
horns which have scattered Judah, so that 
no man did lift up his head: but these are 
come to fray them, to cast out the horns of 
the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over 
the land of Judah to scatter it. 

God's Immeasurable Designs 

I lifted up mine eyes again, and looked, 
and behold a man with a measuring line in 
his hand. Then said I, Whither goest thou? 
And he said unto me. To measure Jerusalem, 
to see what is the breadth thereof, and what 
is the length thereof. And, behold, the angel 
that talked with me went forth, and another 
angel went out to meet him, and said unto 
him, Run, speak to this young man, saying, 
Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns with- 
out walls for the multitude of men and cattle 
therein: for I, saith the Lord, will be unto 
her a wall of fire round about, and will be 
the glory in the midst of her. 

A Lyrical Passage 

Ho, ho, come forth, and flee from the 
land of the north, saith the Lord : for I have 


spread you abroad as the four winds of the 
heaven, saith the Lord. Deliver thyself, 0 
Zion, that dwell est with the daughter of 
Babylon. For thus saith the Lord of hosts; 
After the glory hath he sent me unto the 
nations which spoiled you; for he that 
toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye. 
For, behold, I will shake mine hand upon 
them, and they shall be a spoil to their ser- 
vants: and ye shall know that the Lord of 
hosts hath sent me. Sing and rejoice, 0 
daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will 
dwell in the midst of thee, saith the Lord. 
And many nations shall be joined to the 
Lord in that day, and shall be my people: 
and I will dwell in the midst of thee, mid 
thou shalt know that the Lord of hosts hath 
sent me unto thee. And the Lord shall in- 
herit Judah his portion in the holy land, and 
shall choose Jerusalem again. Be silent, O all 
flesh, before the Lord : for he is raised up 
out of his holy habitation. 

Past Sins Removed 

And he shewed me Joshua the high priest 
standing before the angel of the Lord, and 
Satan 1 standing at his right hand to resist 
him. And the Lord said unto Satan, The 
Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord 
that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is 
not this a brand plucked out of the fire? 
Now Joshua was clothed with filthy gar- 
ments, and stood before the angel. And he 
answered and spake unto those that stood 
before him, saying. Take away the filthy 
garments from him. And unto him he said, 
Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass 
from thee, and I will clothe thee with change 
of raiment. And I said. Let them set a fair 
mitre upon his head. So they set a fair 
mitre upon his head, and clothed him with 
garments. And the angel of the Lord stood 
by. 

And the angel of the Lord protested unto 
Joshua, saying. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; 
If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou 
wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also 
judge my house, and shalt also keep my 
courts, and I will give thee places to walk 
among these that stand by. Hear now, O 
Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows 


1 The word is used in the sense of a public prosecutor, who accuses man, not tempts him. In the historical 
order of the Old Testament books, this is the first mention of ‘satan* in the Bible. The use of the word 
as a proper name, and in another sense, came later. The idea behind this vision is, broadly, that of acquittal 
and restoration. For a detailed interpretation see the larger commentaries. 
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that sit before thee: for they are men won- 
dered at: for* behold* I will bring forth my 
servant the BRANCH. For behold the 
stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon 
one stone shall be seven eyes: behold* I will 
engrave the graving thereof* saith the Lord 
of hosts* and I will remove the iniquity of 
that land in one day. In that day* saith the 
Lord of hosts* shall ye call every man his 
neighbour under the vine and under the 
fig tree. 


said unto him* What be these two . olive 
branches which through the two golden 
pipes empty the golden oil out of them- 
selves? And he answered me and said, 
Knowest thou not what these be? And I 
said* No* my lord. Then said he* These are 
the two anointed ones* that stand by the Lord 
of the whole earth. 


Inspired Leaders 


The Curse of Sin 


And the angel that talked with me came 
ag ain * and waked me* as a man that is 
wakened out of his sleep* and said unto me* 
What seest thou? And I said* I have looked* 
and behold a candlestick all of gold* with a 
bowl upon the top of it* and his seven lamps 
thereon* and seven pipes to the seven lamps* 
which are upon the top thereof: and two 
olive trees by it, one upon the right side of 
the bowl* and the other upon the left side 
thereof. So I answered and spake to the 
angel that talked with me* saying* What are 
these* my lord? Then the angel that talked 
with me answered and said unto me* Know- 
( est thou not what these be? And I said* No* 
my lord. Then he answered and spake unto 
me* saying* This is the word of the Lord 
unto Zerubbabel* saying* Not by might* nor 
by power, but by my spirit* saith the Lord 
of hosts. Who art thou* O great mountain? 
before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain : 
and he shall bring forth the headstone there- 
of with shoutings* crying* Grace* 1 grace unto 
it Moreover the word of the Lord came 
unto me, saying. The hands of Zerubbabel 
have laid the foundation of this house; his 
hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt 
know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me 
unto you. For who hath despised the day of 
small things? for they shall rejoice* and shall 
see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel 
with those seven; they are the eyes 2 of the 
Lord* which run to and fro through the 
whole earth. 

Then answered I* and said unto him* 
What are these two olive trees upon the 
right side of the candlestick and upon the 
left side thereof? And I answered again* and 


Then I turned* and lifted up mine eyes* 
and looked* and behold a flying roll. And 
he said unto me* What seest thou? And I 
answered* I see a flying roll; the length 
thereof is twenty cubits* and the breadth 
thereof ten cubits. Then said he unto me* 
This is the curse that goeth forth over the 
face of the whole earth: for every one that 
stealeth shall be cut off as on this side accord- 
ing to it; and every one that sweareth shall 
be cut off as on that side according to it. I 
will bring it forth* saith the Lord of hosts* 
and it shall enter into the house of the thief* 
and into the house of him that sweareth 
falsely by my name : and it shall remain m 
the midst of his house, and shall consume it 
with the timber thereof and the stones 
thereof. 


The Cause of Sin is Removed 


Then the angel that talked with me went 
forth* and said unto me* Lift up now thine 
eyes, and see what is this that goeth fb-™* 
And I said* What is it? And he said* This 
is an ephah that goeth forth. He said more- 
over* This is their resemblance through a 
the earth. And* behold, there was lifted up 
a talent of lead: and this is a woman that 
sitteth in the midst of the ephah. And he 
said* This is wickedness. And he cast 1 
into the midst of the ephah; and he cast the 
weight of lead upon the mouth thereof. 
Then lifted I up mine eyes* and looked* and* 
behold* there came out two women* and the 
wind was in their wings; for they had wings 
like the wings of a stork: and they lute 
up the ephah between the earth and ® 
heaven. Then said I to the angel that taifcea 
with me* Whither do these bear the epnatif 
And he said unto me* To build it an house 


1 An exclamation ‘How lovely!’ when the last stone of the Temple was placed in position. a$ 

2 A reference, apparently, to the lamps, signifying God’s watch ^over gi s Peope^ nt t e vi j 5 oshua 
stands, is not clear. The general drift of meaning would appear to be. God is among them, w 

and Zerubbabel as the appointed religious and civil heads of the community. 
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in the land of Shinar: and it shall be estab- 
lished, and set there upon her own base* 

Goffs Patrols 

And I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, 
and looked, and, behold, there came four 
chariots out from between two mountains.; 
and the mountains were mountains of brass. 
In the first chariot were red horses; and in 
the second chariot black horses; and in the 
third chariot white horses; and in the fourth 
chariot grisled and bay horses. Then I 
answered and said unto the angel that talked 
with me, What are these, my lord? And 
the angel answered and said unto me. These 
are the four spirits of the heavens, which go 
forth from standing before the Lord of all 
the earth. The black horses which are 
therein go forth into the north country; and 
the white go forth after them; and the grisled 
go forth toward the south country. And the 
bay went forth, and sought to go that they 
might walk to and fro through the earth: 
and he said, Get you hence, walk to and fro 
through the earth. So they walked to and 
fro through the earth. Then cried he upon 
me, and spake unto me, saying. Behold, 
these that go toward the north country have 
quieted my spirit in the north country. 


The Crown of Silver and Gold 

And the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying, Take of them of the captivity, even 
of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah, which 
are come from Babylon, and come thou the 
same day, and go into the house of Josiah 
the son of Zephaniah; then take silver and 
gold, and make crowns, and set them upon 
the head of Joshua the son of Josedech, the 
high priest; and speak unto him, saying, 
Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, Be- 
hold the man whose name is The BRANCH; 
and he shall grow up out of his place, and he 
shall build the temple of the Lord: even 
he shall build the temple of the Lord; and 
he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and 
rule upon his throne ; and he shall be a priest 
upon his throne: and the counsel of peace 
shall be between them both. And the crowns 
shall be to Hetem, and to Tobijah, and to 
Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of Zephaniah, 
for a memorial in the temple of the Lord. 
And they that are far off shall come and 
build in the temple of the Lord, and ye shall 
know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me 
unto you. And this shall come to pass, if ye 
will diligently obey the voice of the Lord 
your God. 


THE SPIRIT OF WORSHIP 


Zechariah 7 , 1 — 8, 23 


A deputation asked the Prophet whether they should continue to keep the fasts that 
were instituted before the Temple fell^ now that a new Temple had been built . Worships 
he replied , must grow out of the life of the times , and be inspired by the loftiest desires 
of living men. It must not be just a matter of custom or habit; neither must it arise 
from any selfish or unworthy motive. Worship is a service to God which becomes, in 
its fulfilment, a service to men. It means living a life that is worthy of a high calling, 
and living it joyously, in the spirit of festival, not in melancholy and fasting. One 
thing must ever be kept in mind, the religion of the sanctuary must also be the religion 
of the city . 


AND it came to pass in the fourth year 
of king Darius, that the word of the Lord 
came unto Zechariah in the fourth day of 
the ninth month, even in Chisleu; when they 
had sent unto the house of God Sherezer 
and Regern-melech, and their men, to pray 
before the Lord, and to speak unto the 
priests which were in the house of the Lord 
of hosts, and to the prophets, saying. Should 
I weep in the fifth month, separating my- 
self, as I have done these so many years? 
Then came the word of the Lord of hosts 
unto me, saying. Speak unto all the people 


of die land, and to the priests, saying, When 
ye fasted and mourned in the fifth and 
seventh month, even those seventy years, 
did ye at all fast unto me, even to me? And 
when ye did eat, and when ye did drink, did 
not ye eat for yourselves, and drink for 
yourselves? Should ye not hear the words 
which the Lord hath cried by the former 
prophets, when Jerusalem was inhabited and 
in prosperity, and the cities thereof round 
about her, when men inhabited the south and 
the plain? 

And the word of the Lord came unto 
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Zechariah, saying. Thus speaketh the Lord 
of hosts, saying, Execute true judgment, and 
shew mercy and compassions every man to 
his brother: and oppress not the widow, nor 
the fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor; 
and let none of you imagine evil against his 
brother in your heart. But they refused to 
hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, and 
stopped their ears, that they should not hear. 
Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant 
stone, lest they should hear the law, and 
the words which the Lord of hosts hath sent 
in his spirit by the former prophets : there- 
fore came a great wrath from the Lord of 
hosts. Therefore it is come to pass, that as 
he cried, and they would not hear; so they 
cried, and I would not hear, saith the Lord 
of hosts : but I scattered them with a whirl- 
wind among all the nations whom they knew 
not. Thus the land was desolate after them, 
that no man passed through nor returned: 
for they laid the pleasant land desolate. 

A City of Truth and Joy 

Again the word of the Lord of hosts 
came to me, saying. Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts; I was jealous for Zion with great 
jealousy, and I was jealous for her with great 
fury. Thus saith the Lord; I am returned 
unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of 
Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a 
city of truth; and the mountain of the Lord 
of hosts the holy mountain. Thus saith the 
Lord of hosts ; There shall yet old men and 
old women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, 
and every man with his staff in his hand 
for very age. And the streets of the city 
shall be full of boys and girls playing in the 
streets thereof. Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts ; If it be marvellous in the eyes of the 
remnant of this people in these days, should 
it also be marvellous in mine eyes? saith the 
Lord of hosts. Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts; Behold, I will save my people from 
the east country, and from the west country; 
and I will bring them, and they shall dwell 
in the midst of Jerusalem: and they shall 
be my people, and I will be their God, in 
truth and in righteousness. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; Let your 
hands be strong, ye that hear in these days 
these words by the mouth of the prophets, 
which were in the day that the foundation of 
the house of the Lord of hosts was laid, that 
the temple might be built. For before these 
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days there was no hire for man, nor any hire 
for beast; neither was there any peace to 
him that went out or came in because of 
the affliction: for I set all men every one 
against his neighbour. But now I will not 
be unto the residue of this people as in the 
former days, saith the Lord of hosts. For 
the seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall 
give her fruit, and the ground shall give her 
increase, and the heavens shall give their 
dew; and I will cause the remnant of this 
people to possess ail these things. And it 
shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse 
among the heathen, O house of Judah, and 
house of Israel; so will I save you, and ye 
shall be a blessing: fear not, but let your 
hands be strong. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts; As I 
thought to punish you, when your fathers 
provoked me to wrath, saith the Lord of 
hosts, and I repented not: so again have I 
thought in these days to do well unto Jeru- 
salem and to the house of Judah: fear ye 
not. These are the things that ye shall do; 
Speak ye every man the truth to his neigh- 
bour; execute the judgment of truth and 
peace in your gates: and let none of you 
imagine evil in your hearts against his neigh- 
bour; and love no false oath : for all these are 
things that I hate, saith the Lord* 

A Centre of Worship 

And the word of the Lord of hosts came 
unto me, saying, Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts ; The fast of the fourth month, and the 
fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, 
and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the 
house of Judah joy and gladness, and 
cheerful feasts; therefore love the truth and 
peace. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; It 
shall yet come to pass, that there shall come 
people, and the inhabitants of many cities : 
and the inhabitants of one city shall go to 
another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray 
before the Lord, and to seek the Lord of 
hosts : I will go also. Yea, many people and 
strong nations shall come to seek the Lord 
of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the 
Lord. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; In 
those days it shall come to pass, that ten 
men shall take hold out of all languages of 
the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt 
of him that is a Jew, saying. We will go 
with you: for we have heard that God is 
with you. ■ 
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BEYOND THE HORIZON 

AT SOME NEAR OR DISTANT FUTURE GOD WILL 
END THESE EVIL DAYS AND ESTABLISH A NEW ORDER 

ZECHARIAH CHAPTERS % i — 14 , 21 

There is so much difference in style and content between these chapters and those immedi- 
ately preceding them that we are surprised to find them together under one name and in 
the same book; and this is not the only difficulty that faces ns. These chapters are* in 
themselves* full of problems that are not easily solved But if we are content to see 
the main theme * the bold message that obscure details cannot blot out or distort* then we 
can see some reason for these writings* and a possible explanation for placing them 
where they are . What the prophecies with a most certain voice declare is that God's 
kingdom will eventually be established \ It will be a universal kingdom* an everlasting 
kingdom , and above all a kingdom of righteousness and peace . This Golden Age that 
Zechariak thought was dawning * rolled by* rejected * or not yet due . But in the 
Prophet's words hope lives on* and men wait for the great Day of God to dawn; as from 
time to time men picture * under all the limitations of human knowledge * what form 
that Day and Kingdom will take . 

T HE burden of the word of the Lord 
in the land of Hadrach, and Damas- 
cus shall be the rest thereof: when 
the eyes of man, as of all the tribes 
of Israel, shall be toward the Lord. And 
Hamath also shall border thereby; Tyros, 
and Zidon, though it be very wise. And 
Tyros did build herself a strong hold, and 
heaped up silver as the dust, and fine gold 
as the mire of the streets. Behold, the Lord 
will cast her out, and he will smite her power 
in the sea; and she shall be devoured with 
fire. Ashkelon shall see it, and fear; Gaza 
also shall see it, and be very sorrowful, and 
Ekron; for her expectation shall be ashamed; 
and the king shall perish from Gaza, and 
Ashkelon shall not be inhabited. And a 
bastard shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will 
cut off the pride of the Philistines. And I 
will take away his blood out of his mouth, 
and his abominations from between his 
teeth: but he that remaineth, even he, shall 
be for our God, and he shall be as a governor 
in Judah, and Ekron as a Jebusite. 

And I will encamp about mine house 
because of the army, because of him that 
passeth by, and because of him that re- 
turned! : and no oppressor shall pass through 
them any more: for now have I seen with 
mine eyes. 


The Lowly King of an Age of Peace 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; 
shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee: he is just, and 
having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an 
ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. And 
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and 
the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle 
bow shall be cut off : and he shall speak peace 
unto the heathen : and his dominion shall be 
from sea even to sea, and from the river even 
to the ends of the earth. 

A Victorious People 

As for thee also, by the blood of thy 
covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out 
of the pit wherein is no water. Turn you 
to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: 
even to day do I declare that I will render 
double unto thee; when I have bent Judah 
for me, filled the bow with Ephraim, and 
raised up thy sons, O Zion, against thy sons, 
O Greece, and made thee as the sword of 
a mighty man. And the Lord shall be seen 
over them, and his arrow shall go forth as 
the lightning : and the Lord God shall blow 
the trumpet, and shall go with whirlwinds 
of the south. The Lord of hosts shall 
defend them; and they shall devour, and 


subdue with sling stones ; and they shall drinks 
and make a noise as through wine; and they 
shall be filled like bowls* and as the comers 
of the altar. And the Lord their God shall 
save them in that day as the flock of his 
people: for they shall be as the stones of a 
crown* lifted up as an ensign upon his land. 
For how great is his goodness* and how great 
, is his beauty! com shall make the young men 
cheerful* and new wine the maids. 

The True God 

Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the 
latter rain; so the Lord shall make bright 
clouds* and give them showers of rain* to 
every one grass in the field. For the idols 
have spoken vanity* and the diviners have 
seen a lie* and have told false dreams ; they 
comfort in vain: therefore they went their 
way as a flock* they were troubled* because 
there was no shepherd. Mine anger was 
kindled against the shepherds* and I pun- 
ished the goats : for the Lord of hosts hath 
visited his flock the house of Judah* and hath 
made them as his goodly horse in the battle. 
Out of him came forth the corner* out of 
him the nail* out of him the battle bow* out 
of him every oppressor together. And they 
shall be as mighty men* which tread down 
their enemies in the mire of the streets in 
the battle: and they shall fight* because the 
Lord is with them, and the riders on horses 
shall be confounded. And I will strengthen 
the house of Judah* and I will save the house 
of Joseph* and I will bring them again to 
place them; for I have mercy upon them: 
and they shall be as though I had not cast 
them off: for I am the Lord their God* and 
will hear them. And they of Ephraim shall 
be like a mighty man* and their heart shall 
rejoice as through wine: yea* their children 
shall see it* and be glad; their heart shall 
rejoice in the Lord. 

Destruction of Enemies 

I will hiss for them* and gather them; for 
I have redeemed them : and they shall in- 
crease as they have increased. And I will 
sow them among the people : and they shall 
remember me in far countries; and they 
shall live with their children* and turn again. 
I will bring them again also out of the land 
of Egypt* and gather them out of Assyria; 
and I will bring them into the land of Gilead 
and Lebanon; and place shall not be found 
for them. And he shall pass through the 
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sea with affliction* and shall smite the waves 
in the sea* and all the deeps of the river shall 
dry up: and the pride of Assyria shah be 
brought down* and the sceptre of Egypt shall 
depart away. And I will strengthen them 
in the Lord; and they shall walk up and 
down in his name* saith the Lord. 

Open thy doors* O Lebanon* that the fire 
may devour thy cedars. Howl* fir tree; for 
the cedar is fallen; because the mighty are 
spoiled: howl* O ye oaks of Bashan; for the 
forest of the vintage is come down. There 
is a voice of the howling of the shepherds; 
for their glory is spoiled : a voice of the roar- 
ing of young lions ; for the pride of Jordan 
is spoiled. 

The Two Shepherds 

Thus saith the Lord my God; Feed the 
flock of the slaughter; whose possessors slay 
them* and hold themselves not guilty: and 
they that sell them say* Blessed be the Lord; 
for I am rich: and their own shepherds pity 
them not. For I will no more pity the in- 
habitants of the land* saith the Lord : but* 
lo* I will deliver the men every one into his 
neighbour’s hand, and into the hand of his 
king : and they shall smite the land* and out 
of their hand I will not deliver them. And 
I will feed the flock of slaughter* even you* 
O poor of the flock. And I took unto me 
two staves ; the one I called Beauty* and the 
other I called Bands; and I fed the flock. 
Three shepherds also I cut off in one 
month; and my soul lothed them* and their 
soul also abhorred me. Then said I, I will 
not feed you: that that dieth* let it die; and 
that that is to be cut off* let it be cut off; and 
let the rest eat every one the flesh of another. 
And I took my staff* even Beauty* and cut 
it asunder* that I might break my covenant 
which I had made with all the people. And 
it was broken in that day: and so the poor 
of the flock that waited upon me knew that 
it was the word of the Lord. And I said 
unto them, If ye think good* give me my 
price; and if not* forbear. So they weighed 
for my price thirty pieces of silver. And the 
Lord said unto me* Cast it unto the potter: 
a goodly price that I was prised at of them. 
And I took the thirty pieces of silver* and 
cast them to the potter in the house of the 
Lord. Then I cut asunder mine other 
staff* even Bands* that I might break the 
brotherhood between Judah and Israel. 

And the Lord said unto me* Take unto 
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thee yet the instruments of a foolish shep- 
herd. For* lo, 1 will raise up a shepherd in 
the land* which shall not visit those that be 
cut off, neither shall seek the young one* 
nor heal that that' is broken* nor feed that 
that standeth still ; but he shall eat the flesh 
of the fat, and tear their claws in pieces. 
Woe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the 
flock! the sword shall be upon his arm* and 
upon his right eye: Ms arm shall be clean 
dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly 
darkened. 

KING OF KINGS Zeck 12, 1 — 14, 21 

A figurative way — somewhat strange to our 
minds — of expressing the supremacy of Jeru- 
salem as the throne and dwelling-place of the 
Most High ; also its purification , and the pil- 
grimage of nations thereto , for worship . 

The burden of the word of the Lord for 
Israel, saith the Lord, which stretcheth 
forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation 
of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man 
within Mm. 

Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of 
trembling unto all the people round about, 
when they shall be in the siege both against 
Judah and against Jerusalem. And in that 
day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome 
stone for all people : all that burden them- 
selves with it shall be cut in pieces, though 
all the people of the earth be gathered to- 
gether against it. In that day, saith the Lord, 
I will smite every horse with astonishment, 
and his rider with madness : and I will open 
mine eyes upon the house of Judah, and will 
smite every horse of the people with blind- 
ness. And the governors of Judah shall say 
in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem 
shall be my strength in the Lord of hosts 
their God. In that day will I make the 
governors of Judah like an hearth of fire 
among the wood, and like a torch of fire in 
a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people 
round about, on the right hand and on the 
left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again 
in her own place, even in Jerusalem. The 
Lord also shall save the tents of Judah first, 
that the glory of the house of David and the 
glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not 
magnify themselves against Judah. In that 
day shall the Lord defend the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among 
them at that day shall be as David; and the 


house of David shall be as God, as the angel 
of the Lord before them. And it shall come 
to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy 
all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 

And I will pour upon the house of David, 
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
spirit of grace and of supplications: and 
they shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as 
one mourneth for his only son, and shall be 
in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitter- 
ness for his firstborn. In that day shall 
there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as 
the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the 
valley of Megiddon. And the land shall 
mourn, every family apart; the family of 
the house of David apart, and their wives 
apart; the family of the house of Nathan 
apart, and their wives apart; the family of 
the house of Levi apart, and their wives 
apart; the family of Shimei apart, and their 
wives* apart; all the families that remain, 
every family apart, and their wives apart. 

In that day there shall be a fountain 
opened to the house of David and to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for un- 
cleanness. And it shall come to pass in that 
day, saith the Lord of hosts, that I will cut 
off the names of the idols out of the land, and 
they shall no more be remembered: and 
also I will cause the prophets and the un- 
clean spirit to pass out of the land. And it 
shall come to pass, that when any shall yet 
prophesy, then his father and his mother 
that begat him shall say unto him, Thou 
shalt not live; for thou speakest lies in the 
name of the Lord: and his father and his 
mother that begat him shall thrust him 
through when he prophesieth. And it shall 
come to pass in that day, that the prophets 
shall be ashamed every one of Ms vision, 
when he hath prophesied; neither shall they 
wear a rough garment to deceive: but he 
shall say, I am no prophet, I am an hus- 
bandman; for man taught me to keep cattle 
from my youth. And one shall say unto him, 
What are these wounds in thine hands? 
Then he shall answer, Those with wMch I 
was wounded in the house of my friends. 

Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, 
and against the man that is my fellow, saith 
the Lord of hosts: smite the shepherd, and 
the sheep shall be scattered : and I will turn 
mine hand upon the little ones. And it shall 
come to pass, that in all the land, saith the 
Lord, two parts therein shall be cut off and 



die; but the third shall be left therein. And 
I will bring the third part through the fire* 
and will refine them as silver is refined* and 
will try them as gold is tried; they shaM call 
on my name* and I will hear them: I will 
say* It is my people : and they shall say* The 
Lord is my God. 

The Lord Shall be King 

Behold* the day of the Lord cometh* and 
thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of 
thee. For I will gather all nations against 
Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be 
taken* and the houses rifled* and the women 
ravished; and half of the city shall go forth 
into captivity* and the residue of the people 
shall not be cut off from the city. Then 
shall the Lord go forth* and fight against 
those nations* as when he fought in the day 
of battle. And his feet shall stand in that 
day upon the mount of Olives* which is 
before Jerusalem on the east* and the mount 
of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof 
toward the east and toward the west* and 
there shall be a very great valley; and half 
of the mountain shall remove toward the 
north* and half of it toward the south. And 
ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains ; 
for the valley of the mountains shall reach 
unto Azal : yea* ye shall flee* like as ye fled 
from before the earthquake in the days of 
Uzziah king of Judah: and the Lord my 
God shall come* and all the saints with thee. 
And it shall come to pass in that day* that 
the light shall not be clear* nor dark: but 
it shall be one day which shall be known to 
the Lord* not day* nor night: but it shall 
come to pass, that at evening time it shall 
be light. And it shall be in that day* that 
living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; 
half of them toward the former sea* and half 
of them toward the hinder sea: in summer 
and in winter shall it be. 

And the Lord shall be king over all the 
earth: in that day shall there be one Lord* 
and his name one. All the land shall be 
turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon 
south of Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted 
up* and inhabited in her place* from Ben- 
jamin’s gate unto the place of the first gate* 
unto the corner gate* and from the tower 
of Hananeel unto the king’s winepresses. 
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And men shall dwell in it* and there shall 
be no more utter destruction; but Jeru- 
salem shall be safely inhabited. 

And this shall be the plague wherewith 
the Lord will smite ail the people that have 
fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall 
consume away while they stand upon their 
feet* and their eyes shall consume away in 
their holes* and their tongue shall consume 
away in their mouth. And it shall come to 
pass in that day* that a great tumult from 
the Lord shall be among them; and they 
shall lay hold every one on the hand of his 
neighbour* and his hand shall rise up against 
the hand of his neighbour. And Judah also 
shall fight at Jerusalem; and the wealth of 
all the heathen round about shall be 
gathered together* gold* and silver* and 
apparel* in great abundance. And so shall 
be the plague of the horse* of the mule* of 
the camel* and of the ass* and of all the 
beasts that shall be in these tents* as this 
plague. 

To Worship the King 

And it shall come to pass* that every 
one that is left of all the nations which came 
against Jerusalem shall even go up from year 
to year to worship the Kong* the Lord of 
hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. 
And it shall be* that whoso will not come up 
of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem 
to worship the King* the Lord of hosts* even 
upon them shall be no rain. And if the 
family of Egypt go not up* and come not* 
that have no rain; there shall be the plague* 
wherewith the Lord will smite the heathen 
that come not up to keep the feast of 
tabernacles. This shall be the punishment 
of Egypt* and the punishment of all nations 
that come not up to keep the feast of 
tabernacles. 

In that day shall there be upon the bells 
of the horses* HOLINESS UNTO THE 
LORD; and the pots in the Lord’s house 
shall be like the bowls before the altar. 
Yea* every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah 
shall be holiness unto the Lord of hosts: 
and all they that sacrifice shall come and 
take of them* and seethe therein : and in that 
day there shall be no more the Canaanite in 
the house of the Lord of hosts. 
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M A L A C H I 

LOVE’S LAST WORD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

In the order of time the prophecy of Malachi was not the last of the Old Testament 
books to be written , but in our version it takes the final place, and happily so. For 
it closes the first part of the Bible with the note that rum through all the books of 
this divine library , so that when we have turned over the last page , we can carry away 
in our hearts the revelation God has given and would have us not forget— I have 
never ceased to love you.* Lest anyone should think a message so great could ever be 
forgotten , be despised, doubted or denied, we are given as a footnote to the declaration 
a page of history that warns us of this danger when life is not as favourable as we 
should like it to be. Men do forget. Our book of life is a book of forgetfulness . But 
God*s Book of Life is a Book of Everlasting Remembrance . 

T HE burden of the word of the Lord Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; 
to Israel by Malachi . 1 I have loved and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? 
you, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, In that ye say. The table of the Lord is 
Wherein hast thou loved us ? 2 Was contemptible. And if ye offer the blind for 
not Esau Jacob’s brother? saith the Lord: sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the 
yet I loved Jacob, and I hated Esau, and laid lame and sick, is it not evil? offer it now unto 
his mountains and his heritage waste for the thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, 
dragons of the wilderness. Whereas Edom or accept thy person? saith the Lord of 
saith. We are impoverished, but we will hosts. And now, I pray you, beseech God 
return and build the desolate places; thus that he will be gracious unto us: this hath 
saith the Lord of hosts, They shall build, been by your means : will he regard your 
but I will throw down; and they shall call persons? saith the Lord of hosts. Who is 
them. The border of wickedness, and, The there even among you that would shut the 
people against whom the Lord hath in- doors for nought? neither do ye kindle fire 
dignation for ever. And your eyes shall see, on mine altar for nought. I have no pleasure 
and ye shall say. The Lord will be magnified in you, saith the Lord of hosts, neither 
from the border of Israel will I accept an offering at your hand. For 

from the rising of the sun even unto the 
Despise Not Hts Love going down of the same my name shall be 

A son honoureth his father, and a servant great among the Gentiles ; and in every place 

his master: if then I be a father, where is incense shall be offered unto my name, and 

mine honour? and if I be a master, where is a pure offering: for my name shall be great 
my fear? saith the Lord of hosts unto you, among the heathen, saith the Lord of hosts. 
O priests, that despise my name. And ye But ye have profaned it, in that ye say, The 

say, Wherein have we despised thy name? table of the Lord is polluted; and the fruit 

1 Malachi is not a proper name. The word means ‘My Messenger*; so the book is anonymous. Cp. 

Mai. 3, i. 

2 At the moment, life was disappointing for Israel. It did not look as if God cared for them. Hence the 
question. To which the Prophet replies, You ought to be the last to talk like that. Look at what God has 
done for you, and compare it with what He has done to Edom. The form of the argument, from the Christian 
standpoint, is lacking in an understanding of the impartiality of God’s love. God, we now know, cares for 
Edom as well as Israel. But at the time that was not the question. What the Prophet was endeavouring 
to correct was the people’s complaint that God had ceased to care for them; that their misfortunes were 
a sign that He had forsaken them. Time would show they were mistaken. To the question of God’s favouring 
Israel more than Edom we give to-day the answer of the Christian revelation. At the same time we bear 
in mind this thought: that in order to make His love manifest at all, it was necessary that God should at 
first show a preference for one nation above another, but that preference grew out of, and was always subject 
to. His righteous Will and gracious Purpose for all mankind. 
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thereof, even his meat* is contemptible. Ye ■ tabernacles of Jacob, and him that offereth 

said also. Behold, what a weariness is it! an offering unto the Lord of hosts. .And 

and ye have snuffed at it, saith the Lord of this have ye done ag ain, covering the altar 

hosts; and ye brought that which was tom, of the Lord with tears, with weeping, and 

and the lame, and the sick; thus ye brought with crying out, insomuch that he regardeth 

an offering: should I accept this of your not the offering any more, or receiveth it 

hand? saith the Lord. But cursed be the with good will at your hand. Yet ye say, 

deceiver, which hath in his hock a male, and Wherefore? Because the Lord hath been 

voweth, and sacrificeth unto the Lord a witness between thee and the wife of thy ; 
corrupt thing: for I am a great King, saith youth, against whom thou hast dealt 

the Lord of hosts, and my name is dreadful treacherously ; yet is she thy companion, and 

among the heathen. ^ the wife of thy covenant. And did not he 

And now, O ye priests, this command- make one? Yet had he the residue of the 

mentis for you. If ye will not hear, and if ye spirit. And wherefore one? That he might 

will not lay it to heart, to give glory unto my seek a godly seed. Therefore take heed to 

name, saith the Lord of hosts, I will even your spirit, and let none deal treacherously 

send a curse upon you, and I will curse your against the wife of his youth. For the Lord, 

blessings: yea, I have cursed them already, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth put- 

because ye do not lay it to heart. Behold, ting away: for one covereth violence with 

I will corrupt your seed, and spread dung his garment, saith the Lord of hosts: there- 
upon your faces, even the dung of your fore take heed to your spirit, that ye deal 

solemn feasts; and one shall take you away not treacherously, 
with it. And ye shall know that I have sent 

this commandment unto you, that my cove- Doubt Not His Word 
nant might be with Levi, saith the Lord of Ye have wearied the Lord with your 
hosts. My covenant was with him of life words. Yet ye say. Wherein have we 

and peace; and I gave them to him for the wearied him? When ye say. Every one that 

fear wherewith he feared me, and was afraid doeth evil is good in the sight of the Lord, 

before my name. The law of truth was in and he delighteth in them; or, Where is the 

Ms mouth, and iniquity was not found in God of judgment? 

Ms lips: he walked with me in peace and Behold, I will send my messenger, and 
equity, and did turn many away from he shall prepare the way before me: and 

iniquity. For the priest’s lips should keep the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly 

knowledge, and they should seek the law come to his temple, even the messenger of 

at Ms mouth: for he is the messenger of the the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, 

Lord of hosts. But ye are departed out of he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. But 

the way; ye have caused many to stumble who may abide the day of Ms coming? and 

at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant who shall stand when he appeareth? for he 

of Levi, saith the Lord of hosts. Therefore is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: 

have I also made you contemptible and base and he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of 

before all the people, according as ye have silver : and he shall purify the sons of Levi, 

not kept my ways, but have been partial and purge them as gold and silver, that 

in the law. they may offer unto the Lord an offering 

in righteousness. Then shall the offering 
Take Heed to Your Spirit of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto 

Have we not all one father? hath not one the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in 

God created us? why do we deal treacher- former years. And I will come near to you 

ously every man against Ms brother, by to judgment; and I will be a swift witness 

profaning the covenant of our fathers? against the sorcerers, and against the 

Judah hath dealt treacherously, and an adulterers, and against false swearers, and 

abomination is committed in Israel and in against those that oppress the Mreling in Ms 

Jerusalem; for Judah hath profaned the wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and 

holiness of the Lord wMch he loved, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, 

hath married the daughter of a strange god. and fear not me, saith the Lord of hosts. 

The Lord will cut off the man that doeth For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore 

this, the master and the scholar, out of the ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 
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Support His Cause 

Even from the days of your fathers ye 
are gone away from mine ordinances* and 
have not kept them. Return unto me, and 
I will return unto you* saith the Lord of 
hosts. But ye said* Wherein shall we return ? 
Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed 
me* But ye say* Wherein have we robbed 
thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed 
with, a curse: for ye have robbed me* even 
this whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes 
into the storehouse* that there may be meat 
in mine house* and prove me now herewith* 
saith the Lord of hosts* if I will not open 
you the windows of heaven* and pour you 
out, a blessing* that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the 
devourer for your sakes* and, he shall not 
destroy the fruits of your ground; neither 
shall your vine cast her fruit before the 
time in the field* saith the Lord of hosts. 
And all nations shall call you blessed : for 
ye shall be a delightsome land* saith the 
Lord of hosts. 

Your words have been stout against me* 
saith the Lord. Yet ye say* What have we 
spoken so much against thee? Ye have said* 
It is vain to serve God: and what profit 
is it that we have kept his ordinance* and 
that we have walked mournfully before the 
Lord of hosts ? And now we call the proud 
happy; yea, they that work wickedness are 
set up; yea* they that tempt God are even 
delivered. 


A Book of Remembrance 

Then they that feared the Lord spake often 
one to another: and the Lord hearkened* 
and heard it* and a book of remembrance 
was written before him for them that feared 
the Lord* and that thought upon Ms name. 
And they shall be mine* saith the Lord of 
hosts* in that day when I make up my jewels; 
and I will spare them* as a man spareth Ms 
own son that serveth him. Then shall ye 
return, and discern between the righteous 
and the wicked* between him that serveth 
God and him that serveth Mm not. 

For* behold* the day cometh* that shall bum ' 
as an oven; and all the proud* yea* and all 
that do wickedly* shall be stubble: and the 
day that cometh shall burn them up* saith the 
Lord of hosts* that it shall leave them* neither 
root nor branch. But unto you that fear my 
name shall the Sun of righteousness arise 
with healing in Ms wings; and ye shall go 
forth* and grow up as calves of the stall. And 
ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall 
be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day 
that I shall do this* saith the Lord of hosts. 

Remember ye the law of Moses my serv- 
ant* which I commanded unto Mm in Horeb 
for all Israel* with the statutes and judg- 
ments. Behold* I will send you Elijah the 
prophet before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord : and he shall turn 
the heart of the fathers to the cMldren* and 
the heart of the cMldren to their fathers* lest 
I come and smite the earth with a curse. 
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THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 

AN OUTLINE OF THE REVELATION THAT BINDS 
THEM TOGETHER AS THE BOOK OF LIFE 

The Bible is one book , not two. Before we proceed to study the New Testament , it 
might be an advantage to glance briefly over the stages through which we have traced 
the growth or unfolding of the divine revelation in the books of the Old Testament. 

THE HOLY LAND GENESIS to RUTH 

For our purpose we adopted a simple method of study. To inquire, first of all, What 
is the broad, general background of the books of the Bible ? and then. What is the divine 
revelation that is set forth against this background? In the first books of the Bible, from 
Genesis to Ruth, we found the familiar nature-background of human existence ; the open 
country and the open sky , hills and valleys, flocks and herds, trees and flowers. And this 
was the revelation: that every land should be a Homeland and a Holy Land. 

THE HOLY CITY i SAMUEL to 2 KINGS 

The background gradually changes as we pass from 1 Samuel to 2 Kings. The country 
landscape becomes dotted with villages that are growing into towns, from towns into 
cities, and some of the cities into national capitals. In the distance, on foreign soil, more 
and mightier cities can be seen: then, city rising against city, for the place and power 
of a world metropolis. It is against this background of city-building that the divine 
revelation of the City of God floats like a dream. 

THE TEMPLE 1 CHRONICLES to ESTHER 

When the land was lost and the city had fallen, when the hope of making a Holy Land 
and a Holy City had faded, men set their hearts upon forming a Holy Church. Man's 
life had always had a religious background, and this is presented, in its development, in 
1 Chronicles to Esther, where it provides the setting for a divine revelation to all 
churches concerning worship ; its place in life, its sacred ministries, its institutions, 
ceremonies, and customs. 

THE HOLY BOOK JOB to MALACHI 

The books of Job to Malachi survey man's mental or intellectual background. 
Many forms of literature are represented, reflecting the characteristic phases of human 
inquiry and thought. Here is human wisdom, but here also, in the forefront of the 
picture, is the revelation of divine wisdom. When Jesus came it was a Holy Book 
that men supremely reverenced. 

THE HOLY PEOPLE THE NEW TESTAMENT 

The end and aim of God's gracious purpose is first and foremost not a Holy Land, a 
Holy City, a Holy Church nor a Holy Book, but a Holy Life, a Holy Man, a Holy 
People — and the time for its achievement is at hand. 





GOD’S PEOPLE 

YOU SHALL BE MY PEOPLE AND I 
WILL BE YOUR GOD, SAITH THE LORD 


BOOKS OF THE BIBLE THE NEW TESTAMENT 



FROM AT T. PARTS OF THE EARTH SHALL THEY COME 


From the far-off lands that lie eastward beyond the desert over which the wise men 
came , from India and Persia, China and Japan ; from the far-off continents of the 
New World, the Americas, and the distant islands of Australia and New Zealand; from 
the snowbound North, the sunburnt South, and the homelands of Europe and Asia, men 
shall seek the Living God. 
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THERE IS A MESSAGE FROM THE 

It is a personal and an urgent message . The God men are seeking is seeking men, 
seeking them individually, and seeking them now. Because > in the first place , they are 
His children. He is the Father of us all, and there is not a single member of His family 
that He is not directly interested in, and eager at all times to aid. In the second place, 
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BOOK 1. JESUS CHRIST 

THE REVELATION OF THE GOSPELS 

TELLING THE WORLD THE BEST OF ALL NEWS 

THE NEW TESTAMENT ST. MATTHEW to ST. JOHN 

Each gospel tells the same story, for there was only one story to tell; but each writer tells 
it in his own way. It could not be otherwise. People look at life through different eyes, 
from different standpoints, and when they are shaping their material into a narrative 
they naturally select those things which appeal to their particular type of mind. In each 
gospel, therefore, we have, as well as a picture of Christ, an indication of a certain type 
of mind. Let us see whether we can discover these types, and distinguish between them. 
Then , look at the picture of Christ that each writer has drawn, for the features that are 
distinctly characteristic of his drawing. These are the things his mind was specially 
fitted to see, and to reveal to us. 

For our purpose we shall speak of the different writers by the names the gospels bear. 
Questions of authorship are beyond the scope of our study. Besides, it is not the identity 
of the writers, but their individuality, their distinctive cast of mind which, at the moment, 
|j | ; interests us. 

I 5 I \ ' J ; ! ' ; . 

' ' ' ; ''V, . * 0; ^ 

I j j ; fi* EVERY PLACE ST. LUKE 

Looking at the four gospels for any indication of their writers' particular habits of 
thought, we noticed that Luke’s narrative showed a decided geographical character. 
Apparently Luke had an instinctive love of places. He gives the names of more places 
than any of the other evangelists, and never loses his sense of direction. He groups 
together, according to their geographical situation, incidents that appear, in some of 
the other gospels, to have been arranged chronologically. The Ministry of Jesus in his 
narrative is set forth on a geographical basis. Taking Capernaum as the centre, he 
describes how Jesus journeyed eastwards, crossing the Lake of Galilee to its other shore. 
Then follows a journey to the west of the city, and back again; a visit to the North, 
and the last long journey southwards to Jerusalem. Thus, all the points of the compass 
are covered. Jesus goes everywhere. He turns His face in every direction. He sets His 
foot on every highway, and makes time to visit out-of-the-way places. There is no 
place too small, and none too large for Him to enter. He covers the whole country. 
Always on the move, looking for another hamlet, another village, another city, where 
He can make known the truth of God. On, on He goes, surprising even His closest 
followers by His never-tiring march — and search; for, said He, ‘ J have come to seek and 
to save that which was lost \ This, then, is the picture that impressed Luke’s mind; and 
when he came to the end of his story, as if to confirm all he had written, he added the 
unforgettable picture of the unknown, unrecognized Figure journeying on alone, still 
searching, and in His searching, still making friends with wayfarers. 


Ibliri 


AT ALL TIMES 


ST. JOHN 

If geography can so far lend its aid to the study of the gospels , perhaps history has a 
son among the apostles. But where shall we look ? For none of the gospels can justly be 
described as history. There is, however, one that shows definite marks of time , and in 
its framework pays regard to the calendar— John. This gospel opens and closes with a 
detailed account of two weeks in Christ’s life , and each day of the Passion week is 
rounded off with a reference to time. The main stages of the Ministry are marked by'the 
season’s festivals. John obviously had a sense of time, as Luke had a sense of place. 
Whenever he draws Christ, John must put somewhere in the picture a hint of the passing 
of time— it was early in the morning ’, or ‘the same day at evening’. As Jesus talked 
with the woman at the well ‘it was the sixth hour’, and it was ‘by night’ that Nicodemus 
came to Him. But though there are indications of time in this gospel, they are there not 
so much for their own sake as to glorify the timelessness, the everlastingness of the Lord 
of Life. He is eternal, and the word ‘eternal’ appears more frequently in John’s gospel 
than in all the others put together. The first words of his narrative suggest the same 
thought, ‘In the beginning was the Word’, and he ends his story with not one hut a series 
of resurrection appearances. If the keyword of Luke is ‘everywhere’, the keyword of 
John is ‘always’. 

FOR ALL PEOPLE ST. MARK 

Luke was interested in places, John in times and seasons, but Mark’s interest was 
people. He was content to refer to times and places with the vague phrase ‘after that’ , 
and ‘ a certain place’, but when he spoke of people it was with detail and precision. 
Simon the Cyrenian,for example, ‘was the father of Alexander and Rufus’. The blind 
man near Jericho was ‘Bartimceus the son of Timceus’. When he could not give the 
name or family of a person he feels he must identify him by giving his rank, or profession, 
or his particular infirmity. Mark draws Christ with a multitude of people pressing 
round Him. His canvas is smaller than that of the other evangelists, but it is crowded 
with human beings of every description. Everybody was interested in Christ, and Christ 
was interested in everybody. 

THE GOOD NEWS ST. MATTHEW 

There remains one other gospel to consider, and to complete our thought there is only one 
more thing to say. However we look at Matthew’s narrative, it is the fullness and com- 
pleteness of Christ which impresses us. In the fullness of time He came. In Him the 
fullness of the Godhead, and of manhood, dwells. He is the fulfilment of God’s promises, 
and all the purposes of Heaven for mankind. Nothing is complete without Him in earth 
or heaven, time or eternity, God or man. Perhaps this explains why Matthew s gospel, 
though it was not the first to be written, was placed at the beginning of the New Testa- 
ment — to ensure that our first impression of Jesus should be as full and complete as 
possible ; that we should start with a right conception of Him. 

This then, in brief, is the news-message of the gospels. Christ is everytUng that all men 
everywhere and at all times could ever hope for, desire, or need. In life, in death, in earth 
and heaven, in the company of men, and in the presence of God, He is all-sufficient and 
never-failing. He is this to everybody , says Mark. And everywhere, says Luke, and 
always, says John. 
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THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

Hardly anyone has attempted to describe Jesus who has not, in the end. when he has 
exhausted every power of thought and language , put down his pen, exclaiming , He is all 
this — and more. All who ham known Him say the same thing. No single name, and not 
all the titles of honour, power, and affection taken together, can ever declare His glory. 
But He came as a babe in a manger ; and before mm could know the greatness that might 
make them afraid. He had become ike looked-for Friend on the highway, or in the street; 
the Man beggars knew and sinners invited to their feasts. Now , all nations bom to Him, 
rulers frame their laws upon His sayings, saints follow His manner of life, and scholars 
spend the best of their days studying His message . For, in this Man of a friendly heart 
there is a moral majesty that belongs not to any other man, and makes those whom He 
calls brethren, call Him Lord and Master. Yet it is not as a dictator that He ever 
speaks. He demands obedience from no one . He simply asks that men will accept Him 
as a gift from God ; as God's best and greatest gift. Every mm is free to accept or reject 
Him. But all who have received Him, who have taken Him into their hearts and lives, 
have found it is the gift of life divine they have embraced . For He imparts His spirit 
to those who love Him ; and in f ellowship with Him they enter into the family and into 
the heritage of God's children . Into this Home-circle and Kingdom, He, as the Son of 
the Father and the Heavenly King, has the right to bring- His friends ; And He calls 
those His friends who need His friendship , treasure it, and loyally strive to be worthy 
of it unto the end . 


THE BIRTH ROLL 

HE book of the generation of Jesus 
Christ a the son of David* the son 
of Abraham. 

Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac 
begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his 
brethren; and Judas begat Phares and Zara of 
Thamar; andPhares begat Esrom; and Esrom 
begat Aram; and Aram begat Aminadab; 
and Aminadab begat Naasson; and Naasson 
begat Salmon; and Salmon begat Booz of 
Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and 
Obed begat Jesse; and Jesse begat David the 
king; and David the king begat Solomon of 
her that bad been the wife of Urias; and 
Solomon begat Roboam; and Roboam begat 
Abia; and Abia begat Asa; and Asa begat 
Jo^ajphat; and Josaphat begat Joram; and 
Mfpn begat Ozias ; and Ozias begat Joatham; 
and joatham begat Achaz; and Acbaz begat 
Ezekias; and Ezekias begat Manasses; and 


St Matthew 1,1-17 

Manasses begat Amon; and Amon begat' 
Josias; and Josias begat Jechonias and bis 
brethren* about the time they were carried 
away to Babylon : and after they were brought 
to Babylon* Jechonias begat Salathiel; and 
Salathiel begat Zorobabel; and Zorobabe! 
begat Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim; and 
Eliakim begat Azor; and Azor begat Sadoc; 
and Sadoc begat Achim; and Achim begat 
Eliud; and Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar 
begat Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob; 
and Jacob begat Joseph the husband of 
Mary* of whom was born Jesus* who is called 
Christ. 

So all the generations from Abraham to 
David are fourteen generations; and from 
David until the carrying away into Babylon 
are fourteen generations ; and from the carry- 
ing away into Babylon unto Christ are four- 
teen generations. 




Thou shalt call His name Jesus: for He shall save His people from their sins. 


JESUS OF NAZARETH 

HIS BIRTH, HIS BAPTISM, AND TEMPTATION 


ST. MATTHEW 


CHAPTERS 1 , 1 8 — 4 , ii 


The good news begins with the birth of the Messiah. The name Christ , by which we 
know Him, is the Greek form of the Hebrew title , and means Anointed . But the name 
by which the angel said He should be known was Jesus, meaning Saviour; so that Christ 
Jesus carries the meaning of The Anointed Saviour . We have little information about 
His birth . Not enough to satisfy our curiosity, but sufficient to make usfeel that He was 
bom to the Messiahship; that He was, by His nature, fitted for it. He did not acquire 
this nature. Neither did He, in any ordinary way, inherit it. He had it from Goi y 
directly from God. Those who knew Him well said that His nature bore such a close 
likeness to God's nature that God must have been, in a unique sense, His Father. 


THE EARLY YEARS 
The Holy Child 

NOW the birth of Jesus Christ was on 
this wise: When as his mother Mary was 
espoused to Joseph, before they came to- 
gether, she was found with child of the Holy 
Ghost. Then Joseph her husband, being a 
just man, and not willing to make her a 
publick example, was minded to put her 
away privily. But while he thought on these 
things, behold, the angel of the Lord ap- 
peared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, 
thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee 
Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived 
in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall 
bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his 
name JESUS: for he shall save his people 
from their sins. Now all this was done, that 


St. Matthew 2 , 1-23 

it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the 
Lord by the prophet, saying. 

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and 
shall bring forth a son, 

And they shall call his name Emmanuel, 
which being interpreted is, God with us. 
Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as 
the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and 
took unto him his wife : and knew her not till 
she had brought forth her firstborn son: and 
he called his name JESUS. 

The Wise Men 

Now when Jesus was bom in Bethlehem 
of Judsea in die days of Herod the king, 
behold, there came wise men from the east 
to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is 
bom King of the Jews ? for we have seen his 
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ST* MATTHEW 2, 2 

star in the east, and are came to worship him. 
When Herod the king had heard these things, 
he was troubled, and aE Jerusalem with him. 
And when he had gathered aE the chief 
priests and scribes of the people together, he 
demanded of them where Christ should be 
bom. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem 
of Judea: for thus it is written by the 
prophet. 

And thou, Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, 
Art not the least among the princes of 
Juda: 

For out of thee shall come a Governor, 
That shall rule my people Israel. 

Then Herod, when he had privily called the 
wise men, enquired of them diligently what 
time the star appeared. And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, and said. Go and search dili- 
gently for the young child ; and when ye have 
found him, bring me word again, that I may 
come and worship him also. When they had 
heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the 
star, which they saw in the east, went before 
them, till it came and stood over where the 
young child was. When they saw the star, 
they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And 
when they were come into the house, they 
saw the young child with Mary his mother, 
and fell down, and worshipped him: and 
when they had opened their treasures, they 
presented unto him gifts; gold, and frank- 
incense, and myrrh. And being warned of 
God in a dream that they should not return to 
Herod, they departed into their own country 
another way. 

The Flight and Return 
And when they were departed, behold, the 
angel of the Lord appeared! to Joseph in a 
dream, saying. Arise, and take the young 


chHci and his mother, and flee Into Egypt, 
and be thou there until 1 bring thee word: 
for Herod will seek the young child to destroy 
him. When he arose, he took the young 
child and Ms mother by night, and departed 
into Egypt: and was there until the death of 
Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 
Out of Egypt have I called my son. Then 
Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of 
the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent 
forth, and slew all the children that were in 
BetWehem, and in ail the coasts thereof, 
from two years old and under, according to 
the time which he had diligently enquired 
of the wise men. Then was fulfilled that 
which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, 
saying, 

In Rama was there a voice heard, 
Lamentation, and weeping, and great 
mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children, 

And would not be comforted, because they 
are not. 

But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel 
of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph 
in Egypt, saying. Arise, and take the young 
child and his mother, and go into the land of 
Israel: for they are dead wMch sought the 
young child’s life. And he arose, and took 
the young child and his mother, and came 
into the land of Israel. But when he heard 
that Archelaus did reign in Judsea in the 
room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
thither: notwithstanding, being warned of 
God in a dream, he turned aside into the 
parts of Galilee: and he came and dwelt in 
a city called Nazareth: that it might be ful- 
filled which was spoken by the prophets, He 
shall be caEed a Nazarene. 


THE BAPTISM OF JESUS 


St. Matthew 3, i-i? 


After reading that Jesus was, in His nature, uniquely fitted for the task of MessiahsUp , 
we are given , in the account of His Baptism , , what is obviously intended to be an 
official recognition of His right to the title , in the voice of the last and greatest of the 
prophets, 'and in the voice from heaven . 


IN those days came John the Baptist, 
preaching in the wEderness of Judsea, and 
saying. Repent ye : for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand. For this is he that was spoken of 
by the prophet Esaias, saying. 


The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 

Make his paths straight. 

And the same John had his raiment of camel’s 
hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; 
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WHEN YOU HAVE FOUND HIM, BRING ME WORD 

So spake Herod to the Wise Men seeking Jesus. Had he known that the gift of God , 
the Saviour of mankind , , was in that Holy Child, he would himself have journeyed 
to the manger , and with a humble heart . 


and his meat was locusts and wild honey. 
Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all 
Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan, 
and were baptized of him in Jordan, con- 
fessing their sins. But when he saw many of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his 
baptism* he said unto them, O generation of 
vipers* ’who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come ? Bring forth therefore fruits 
meet for repentance: and think not to say 
within yourselves* We have Abraham to our 
father: for I say unto you* that God is able 
of these stones to raise up children unto 
Abraham. And now also the axe is laid unto 
the root of the trees: therefore every tree 
which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 


down* and cast into the fire. I indeed baptize 
you with water unto repentance: but he that 
cometh after me is mightier than I, whose 
shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost* and with 
fire: whose fan is in his hand* and he will 
throughly purge his floor* and gather his 
wheat into the garner; but he will burn up 
the chaff with unquenchable fire. 

The Voice from Heaven 

Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan 
unto John* to be baptized of him. But John 
forbad him, saying* I have need to be bap- 
tized of thee* and comest thou to me? Ann 


ST* MATTHEW 3, 15 

Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to 
be so now; for thus it becometh us to fulfil 
all righteousness. Then he suffered Mm. 
And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up 
straightway out of the water: and, lo, the 


heavens were opened unto him, and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove, 
and lighting upon him; and lo a voice from 
heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased. 


THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS St. Matthew 4, i~ii 

In the account of the Temptation we are given evidence of a different character * At 
the Birth and Baptism we have the outward signs of the greatness of Jesus, but in the 
Temptation it is the inherent glory of His nature that shines forth * Here we see His 
spiritual supremacy , the faultless truth , and the moral majesty of the true Messiah 
Each scene contributes to the conviction. His view of man, which comes out in the first 
temptation , £$ profoundly true— men do not live by bread alone. His vim of God, in 
the second, is equally impressive in the way it clears our minds of false and unworthy 
conceptions of His Providence and Rule. In the third, true and false ideas of Messiah- 
ship are contrasted. How far above all human vanity and ambition is the spirit of 
Jesus in this hour! His decision leaves us no longer in any doubt about Him. In none 
but the true Messiah could such truth be found. 

THEN was Jesus led up of the spirit into 
the wilderness to be tempted of the deviL 
And when he had fasted forty days and forty 
nights, he was afterward an hungred. And 
when the tempter came to him, he said, If 
thou be the Son of God, command that 
these stones be made bread. But he answered 
and said. It is written, Man shah not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that pro- 
ceeded out of the mouth of God. Then the 
devil taketh him up into the holy city, and 
setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, and 
saith unto him. If thou be the Son of God, 
cast thyself down : for it is written. 

He shall give his angels charge concern- 
ing thee: 


And in their hands they shall bear thee up. 
Lest at any time thou dash thy foot against 
a stone. 

Jesus said unto him. It is written again. Thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. Again, 
the devil taketh him up into an exceeding 
high mountain, and shewed him all the king- 
doms of the world, and the glory of them; 
and saith unto him. All these things will I 
give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship 
me. Then saith Jesus unto Mm, Get thee 
hence, Satan; for it is written. Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve. Then the devil leaved him, 
and, behold, angels came and ministered unto 
him. 


AT THAT TIME 

Jesus was now aware of His Mission , and ready to enter upon it. John the Baptist is His herald, 
whose word, like a trumpet-call, rings through the country. The Voice of the Prophet zs again in 
the land * Men's minds are stirred; and, as of old , when the cry went forth , 4 Thus saith the Lord', 
men's consciences are once more aroused . Old hopes are recalled , and new desires arise. Maybe, 
the Messianic Age is at hand . The people of God, at this time, had lost their bearings, and had 
been broken into groups that were at variance with one another. They were living , like sheep with- 
out a shepherd, in a constant state of aimlessness and unrest . The intellectuals formed one group . 
They are mentioned in the Gospels as the Sadducees,fond of cold reasoning and discussion , after 
the manner of the Greeks whose philosophy they favoured. The Pharisees, another group, com- 
prised those who followed the conventional and conservative rules and ceremonies of religion, 
sometimes with fanatical and wearisome exactness . There were others of a puritanical turn of 
mind, known as the Essenes, who formed themselves into a kind of monastic order for the pursuit 
of their abstemious and communal mode of life . In addition, there were some who had strong 
political views, and were fierce nationalists . Herodians, they were called, because they thought 
there would be some chance of a national restoration under one of the sons of Herod. Imagine, 
then, the clarion call of the Prophet's voice in such a world, Prepare ye the way of the Lord \ 





OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

WHAT HE SAID, WHAT HE DID, AND WHO HE WAS 


ST. MATTHEW CHAPTERS 4, i*-13, 53 

When Jesus began His ministry He did not openly declare His Messiahskip. There had 
been too many false messiahs , and in the popular mind there were too many wrong ideas 
concerning the messiahskip for Him to use the title without being misunderstood . But 
as He talked to men on the mountain-slopes $ and healed the sick that were brought to 
Hint) many lips began to ask , 5 What manner of man is this? 9 More and more people went 
out to see Him . Crowds pressed round to catch His words. Curiosity and interest 
became centred upon this new Man, who , to all appearances , was like any other man , 
yet somehow was not like all other men . We have now come to see that, in making a man 
the special object of interest , God was focusing attention on a new object of divine revela- 
tion, and that this time it was concerned with man himself . Since men had begun to 
observe that there was a likeness and a difference between themselves and Jesus, they 
pressed the comparison closer . The truth was apparent . The difference was in the inner 
man . It was a difference of soul . They felt, as we feel when we read His words , that 
they were poor copies of Him. He was the true pattern , the mint coin , the signed proof 
of the architect 9 s original design . But, then, was He not the Son of the Maker of man ? 
Did He not know what His Father had planned man should be? Had He not come in 
flesh and blood to show that there is something more in man than flesh and blood, and 
to give the true image of it Certainly this is what He has done. He has made us see that 
a man has a soul; or, rather, that the soul is the man . But, alas! what souls are ours ! 
The work of the Messiah has begun . 


THE MINISTRY OF JESUS 

N OW when Jesus had heard that 
John was cast into prison, he de- 
parted into Galilee; and leaving 
Nazareth, he came and dwelt in 
Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, 
in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim: 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by Esaias the prophet, saying. 

The land of Zabulon, and the land of 
Nephthalim, . , 

By the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, 
Galilee of the Gentiles; 

The people which sat in darkness 
Saw great light; 

And to them which sat in the region and 
shadow of death 
Light is sprung up* 

From that time Jesus began to preach, and 
to say. Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand. 

And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, 
saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the 


St Matthew 4, 12 — 13, 53 

sea: for they were fishers. And he saith unto 
them. Follow me, and I will make you fishers 
of men. And they straightway left their nets, 
and followed him. And going on from thence, 
he saw other two brethren, James the son of 
Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with 
Zebedee their father, mending their nets ; and 
he called them. And they immediately left 
the ship and their father, and followed him. 

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching 
in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom, and healing all manner of 
sickness and all manner of disease among 
the people. And his fame went through- 
out all Syria: and they brought unto him 
all sick people that were taken with divers 
diseases and torments, and those which were 
possessed with devils, and those which were 
lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and 
he healed them. And there followed him 
great multitudes of people from Galilee, and 
from Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and 
from Judaea, and from beyond Jordan. 
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WHAT JESUS SAID St. Matthew 5, i— 7 , 39 

©e listen to Him, it is not so much a new kingdom as a new world which comes into 
vim . Drawn by His words , amf following step by step His thoughts, we are carried, 
before we are really mare of it, into a purer air, a more invigorating, life-giving 
atmosphere, a country of wider views and greater promise. We have, to our surprise, 
gone beyond the frontiers of ordinary existence, beyond the range of common day-to-day 
experiences, and suddenly come upon , or caught a glimpse of another kind of world, a 
world we did mi know existed until He discovered it to us. Be calls it the kingdom of 
heaven, God's kingdom; and so it might be. Perhaps , when me know more about it, we 
shall find there are no other words for it But meanwhile, and until we have explored 
it, we might think of it simply as that kingdom of the spirit which lies beyond the kingdom 
of the semes . 


AND seeing the multitudes, he went up 
into a mountain: and when he was set, his 
disciples came unto Mm: and he opened his 
mouth, and taught them, saying. 

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for their’s is 
the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall 
be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit 
the earth. 

Blessed are they which do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness: for they shall be 
filled. 

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall 
obtain mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart: for they 
shall see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers : for they shall 
be called the children of God. 

Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake: for their’s is the king- 
dom of heaven. 

Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, 
and persecute you, and shall say all manner 
of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Re- 
joice, and be exceeding glad: for great is 
your reward in heaven: for so persecuted 
they the prophets which were before you. 

Christian Influence 

Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt 
have lost Ms savour, wherewith shall it be 
salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, 
but to be cast out, and to be trodden under 
foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. 
A city that is set on an hill cannot be Md. 
Neither do men light a candle, and put it 
under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 
giveth light unto all that are in the house. 


Let your light so sMne before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father wMch is in heaven. 

The Christian Law 

Think not that I am come to destroy the 
law, or the prophets: I am not come to 
destroy, but to fulfil. For verily 1 say unto 
you. Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or 
one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, 
till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall 
break one of these least commandments, and 
shall teach men so, he shall be called the 
least in the kingdom of heaven: but who- 
soever shall do and teach them, the same shall 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
For I say unto you. That except your right- 
eousness shall exceed the righteousness of 
the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

Ye have heard that it was said by them of 
old time. Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever 
shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: 
but I say unto you, That whosoever is angry 
with his brother without a cause shall be 
in danger of the judgment: and whosoever 
shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in 
danger of the council : but whosoever shall 
say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell 
fire. Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the 
altar, and there rememberest that thy brother 
hath ought against thee; leave there thy gift 
before the altar, and go thy way; first be 
reconciled to thy brother, and then come 
and offer thy gift. Agree with thine adversary 
quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; 
lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to 
the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the 
officer, and thou be cast into prison. Verily 





1 say unto thee, Thou shall by no means 
come out thence, till thou hast paid the 
uttermost farthing. 

Ye have heard that it was said by them of 
old time. Thou shall not commit adultery: 
but I say unto you, That whosoever looketh 
on a woman to lust after her hath committed 
adultery with her already in his heart. And 
if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and 
cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee 
that one of thy members should perish, and 
not that thy whole body should be cast into 
hell. And if thy right hand offend thee, cut 
it off, and cast it from thee : for it is profitable 
for thee that one of thy members should 
perish, and not that thy whole body should 
be cast into hell. It hath been said, Who- 
soever shall put away his wife, let him give 
her a writing of divorcement: but I say unto 
you. That whosoever shall put away his 
wife, saving for the cause of fornication, 
causeth her to commit adultery: and who- 
soever shall marry her that is divorced com- 
mitted! adultery. 

Again, ye have heard that it hath been said 
by them of old time. Thou shalt not forswear 
thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord 
thine oaths; but I say unto you. Swear not at 
all; neither by heaven; for it is God’s throne : 
nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: 
neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the 
great King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy 
head, because thou canst not make one hair 
white or black. But let your communication 
be. Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is 
more than these cometh of evil. 

Ye have heard that it hath been said. An 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: but I 
say unto you. That ye resist not evil: but 
whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, 
turn to him the other also. And if any man 
will sue thee at the law, and take away thy 
coat, let him have thy cloke also. And who- 
soever shall compel thee to go a mile, go 
with him twain. Give to him that asketh 
thee, and from him that would borrow of 
thee turn not thou away. 

Ye have heard that it hath been said. 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate 
thine enemy. But I say unto you. Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good 
to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you, and persecute 
you; that ye may be the children of your 
Father which is in heaven: for he maketh 
his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 


ST. MATTHEW 6, 16 

and sendeth rain on the just and on the 
unjust. For if ye love them which love you, 
what reward have ye? do not even the publi- 
cans the same ? And if ye salute your breth- 
ren only, what do ye more than others? do 
not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore 
perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect. ■/■■■ . 

Christian Worship 

Take heed that ye do not your alms before 
men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have 
no reward of your Father which is in heaven. 

Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do 
not sound a trumpet before thee, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 
streets, that they may have glory of men. 
Verily I say unto you. They have their 
reward. But when thou doest alms, let not 
thy left hand know what thy right hand 
doeth: that thine alms may be in secret: and 
thy Father which seeth in secret himself 
shall reward thee openly. 

And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be 
as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and in the corners 
of the streets, that they may be seen of 
men. Verily I say unto you, They have their 
reward. But thou, when thou prayest, enter 
into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy 
door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; 
and thy Father which seeth in secret shall 
reward thee openly. But when ye pray, use 
not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for 
they think that they shall be heard for their 
much speaking. Be not ye therefore like unto 
them: for your Father knoweth what things 
ye have need of, before ye ask him. After 
this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father 
which art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever. Amen. For if ye forgive 
men their trespasses, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you: but if ye forgive not 
men their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses. 

Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the 
hypocrites, of a sad countenance : for they 
disfigure their faces, that they may appear 
unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, 
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They have their reward. But thou, when 
thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash 
thy face; that thou appear not unto men to 
fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: 
and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall 
reward thee openly 

The Christian Life 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal: but 
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not break through nor 
steal: for where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also. The light of the body is 
the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy 
whole body shall be full of light. But if thine 
eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of 
darkness. If therefore the light that is in 
thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! 
No man can serve two masters : for either he 
will hate the one, and love the other; or else 
he will hold to the one, and despise the other. 
Ye cannot serve God and mammon. There- 
fore I say unto you. Take no thought for, 
your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall 
drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall 
put on. Is not the life more than meat, and 
the body than raiment? Behold the fowls of 
the air: for they sow not, neither do they 
reap, nor gather into barns ; yet your heavenly 
Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better 
than they? Which of you by taking thought 
can add one cubit unto his stature ? And why 
take ye thought for raiment? Consider the 
lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil 
not, neither do they spin: and yet I say unto 
you. That even Solomon in all his glory was 
not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if 
Mod so clothe the grass of the field, which 
to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, 
shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of 
little faith? Therefore take no thought, say- 
ing, What shall we eat? or, What shall we 
drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 
(For after all these things do the Gentiles 
seek :) for your heavenly Father knoweth that 
ye have need of all these things. But seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his righteous- 
ness; and all these things shall be added unto 
you. Take therefore no thought for the 
morrow: for the morrow shall take thought 
for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the 
day is the evil thereof. 


Judge not, that ye be not judged. For 
with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be 
judged: and with what measure ye mete, it 
shall be measured to you again. And why 
behoidest thou the mote that is in thy 
brother’s eye, but considercst not the beam 
that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou 
say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote 
out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in 
thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast 
out the beam out of thine own eye; and then 
shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote 
out of thy brother’s eye. 

Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, 
neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest 
they trample them under their feet, and turn 
again and rend you. 

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and 
ye shall find; knock, and It shall be opened 
unto you: for every one that asketh receiveth; 
and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened. Or what man is 
there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will 
he give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will 
he give him a serpent? If ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your Father 
which is in heaven give good things to them 
that ask him? Therefore all things what- 
soever ye would that men should do to you, 
do ye even so to them: for this is the law and 
the prophets. 

Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is 
the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth 
to destruction, and many there be which 
go in thereat: because strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find it. 

Beware of false prophets, which come to 
you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they 
are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by 
their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, 
or figs of thistles ? Even so every good tree 
bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree 
bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot 
bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt 
tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, 
and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their 
fruits ye shall know them. Not every one 
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. Many will say to me in that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name? and in thy name have cast out devils? 
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and in thy name done many wonderful 
works? And then will I profess unto them, 
1 never knew you: depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity. 

Therefore whosoever Jieareth these sayings 
of mines and doeth them, I will liken him 
unto a wise man, which built his house upon 
a rock : and the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon 
that house ; and it fell not : for it was founded 
upon a rock. And every one that heareth 
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these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, 
shall be likened unto a foolish man, which 
built his house upon the sand: and the rain 
descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that houses and 
it fell: and great was the fall of it. 

And it came to pass, when Jesus had 
ended these sayings, the people were aston- 
ished at his doctrine: for he taught them 
as one having authority, and not as the 
scribes. 


St. Matthew 8, i-ll, I 


We cannot expect the miracles of Jesus to impress us in the same way, and with the 
same force , as they impressed those who saw them performed . Neither can they speak 
to us as do His words; for words , and particularly His words , possess in themselves an 
ever-living power of appeal and conviction . Miracles , on the other hand, depend, for 
their continued appeal , upon the testimony of witnesses : and however good that testi- 
mony may be, it cannot have the force of a direct personal experience . But does our belief 
in the power of Christ rest upon the proof that He performed any or all of these miracles ? 
Of course not . Nevertheless we treasure this early picture of the power of the Messiah . 
It expresses what we know to be true — that all power has been given unto Him in heaven 
and earth . But observe this also in the picture drawn, for it is a glory greater than that 
of might or miracle , and a glory that no one ever dreams of questioning; it is that all 
His deeds flow from His compassion, and are directed without exception to the needs 
of afflicted and suffering humanity . 


His Power over Disease 

When he was come down from the moun- 
tain, great multitudes followed him. And, 
behold, there came a leper and worshipped 
him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst 
make me dean. And Jesus put forth his 
hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be 
thou clean. And immediately his leprosy 
was cleansed. And Jesus saith unto him. 
See thou tell no man; but go thy way, shew 
thyself to the priest, and offer the gift that 
Moses commanded, for a testimony unto 
them. 

And when Jesus was entered into Caper- 
naum, there came unto him a centurion, 
beseeching him, and saying. Lord, my servant 
lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously 
tormented. And Jesus saith unto him, I will 
come and heal him. The centurion answered 
and said. Lord, I am not worthy that thou 
shouldest come under my roof: but speak 
the word only, and my servant shall be healed. 
For I am a man under authority, having 


soldiers under me : and I say to this man. Go, 
and he goeth; and to another. Come, and he 
cometh; and to my servant. Do this, and he 
doeth it. When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, 
and said to them that followed, Verily I say 
unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, 
not in Israel. And I say unto you. That 
many shall come from the east and west, and 
shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, 
and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. But 
the children of the kingdom shall be cast out 
into outer darkness: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. And Jesus said unto 
the centurion. Go thy way; and as thou 
hast believed, so be it done unto thee. 
And his servant was healed in the selfsame 
hour. 

And when Jesus was come into Peter’s 
house, he saw his wife’s mother laid, and sick 
of a fever. And he touched her hand, and the 
fever left her: and she arose, and ministered 
unto them. When the even was come, they 
brought unto Mm many that were possessed 
with devils: and he cast out the spirits with 
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Ms word, and healed all that were sic k: that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our 
infirmities, and bare our sicknesses. 

His Power over Men 

Now when Jesus saw great multitudes 
about Mm, he gave commandment to depart 
unto the other side. And a certain scribe 
came, and said unto him. Master, I will 
follow thee whithersoever thou goest. And 
Jesus saith unto Mm, The foxes have holes, 
and the birds of the air have nests; but the 
Son of man hath not where to lay Ms head. 
And another of Ms disciples said unto Mm, 
Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my 
father. But Jesus said unto him. Follow me; 
and let the dead bury their dead. 

Power over Natural Forces 

And when he was entered into a sMp, Ms 
disciples followed him. And, behold, there 
arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch 
that the ship was covered with the waves : but 
he was asleep. And Ms disciples came to 
Mm, and awoke him, saying. Lord, save us: 
we perish. And he saith unto them, Why are 
ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he 
arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea ; and 
there was a great calm. But the men mar- 
velled, saying, What manner of man is this, 
that even the winds and the sea obey him! 

Over Supernatural Forces 

And when he was come to the other side 
into the country of the Gergesenes, there met 
him two possessed with devils, coming out 
of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no 
man might pass by that way. And, behold, 
they cried out, saying, What have we to do 
with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou 
come Mther to torment us before the time? 
And there was a good way off from them an 
herd of many swine feeding. So the devils 
besought him, saying, If thou cast us out, 
suffer us to go away into the herd of swine. 
And he said unto them, Go. And when they 
were come out, they went into the herd of 
swine: and, behold, the whole herd of swine 
ran violently down a steep place into the sea, 
and perished in the waters. And they that 
kept them fled, and went their ways into the 
city, and told every thing, and what was 


befallen to the possessed of the devils. And, 
behold, the whole city came out to meet 
Jesus: and when they saw him, they besought 
him that he would depart out of their 
coasts. ; 1 1 

Over Man's Moral Life 

And he entered into a ship, and passed 
over, and came into his own city. And, 
behold, they brought to him a man sick of 
the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing 
their faith said unto the sick of the palsy ; Son, 
be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. 
And, behold, certain of the scribes said within 
themselves. This man blasphemeth. And 
Jesus knowing their thoughts said. Where- 
fore think ye evil in your hearts ? For whether 
is easier, to say. Thy sins be forgiven thee; 
or to say, Arise, and walk? But that ye may 
know that the Son of man hath power on 
earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the 
sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and 
go unto thine house. And he arose, and 
departed to Ms house. But when the multi- 
tudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified 
God, which had given such power unto 
men. 

And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he 
saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the 
receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, 
Follow me, And he arose, and followed 
him. 

And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat 
in the house, behold, many publicans and 
sinners came and sat down with him and Ms 
disciples. And when the Pharisees saw it, 
they said unto his disdples. Why eateth your 
Master with publicans and sinners? But 
when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, 
They that be whole need not a physician, but 
they that are sick. But go ye and learn what 
that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not 
sacrifice: for I am not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

Then came to him the disciples of John, 
saying, Why do we and the Pharisees fast oft, 
but thy disciples fast not? And Jesus said 
unto them. Can the cMldren of the bride- 
chamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom 
is with them ? but the days will come, when 
the bridegroom shall be taken from them, 
and then shall they fast. No man putteth a 
piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for 
that wMch is put in to fill it up taketh from 
the garment, and the rent is made worse. 
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They brought unto Him many that were afflicted, and He healed them alL 


Neither do men put new wine into old bottles : 
else the bottles break* and the wine run- 
neth out* and the bottles perish: but they 
put new wine into new bottles* and both 
are preserved. 

His Power over Death 

While he spake these things unto them* 
behold* there came a certain ruler* and wor- 
shipped him, saying* My daughter is even 
now dead: but come and lay thy hand upon 
her* and she shall live. And Jesus arose* and 
followed him, and so did his disciples. And* 
behold* a woman* which was diseased with 
an issue of blood twelve years* came behind 
him* and touched the hem of his garment: 
for she said within herself* If I may but 
touch his garment* I shall be whole. But 
Jesus turned him about* and when he saw 
her* he said* Daughter* be of good comfort; 
thy faith hath made thee whole. And the 
woman was made whole from that hour. 
And when Jesus came into the ruler's house* 
and saw the minstrels and the people making 
a noise* he said unto them* Give place: for 
the maid is not dead* but sleepeth. And 
they laughed him to scorn. But when the 
people were put forth* he went in* and took 
her by the hand* and the maid arose. And 
the fame hereof went abroad into all that 
land. 


The Power of His Compassion 

And when Jesus departed thence* two 
blind men followed him* crying* and saying* 

Thou son of David* have mercy on us. And 
when he was come into the house* the blind 
men came to him : and Jesus saith unto them. 

Believe ye that I am able to do this? They 
said unto him, Yea, Lord. Then touched he 
their eyes* saying* According to your faith 
be it unto you. And their eyes were opened; 
and Jesus straitly charged them, saying* See 
that no man know it. But they, when they 
were departed, spread abroad his fame in all 
that country. 

As they went out* behold* they brought to 
him a dumb man possessed with a devil. 

And when the devil was cast out* the dumb 
spake: and the multitudes marvelled* saying* 

It was never so seen in Israel. But the 
Pharisees said, He casteth out devils through 
the prince of the devils. 

And Jesus went about all the cities and 
villages* teaching in their synagogues* and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom* and 
healing every sickness and every disease 
among the people. But when he saw the 
multitudes* he was moved with compassion 
on them* because they fainted* and were 
scattered abroad, as sheep having no shep- 
herd. Then saith he unto his disciples* The 
harvest truly is plenteous* but the labourers 
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arc few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he will send 'forth labourers 
Into Ms harvest. 

He Gam Power to Mm 

And when he had called unto him his 
twelve disciples, he gave them power against 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal 
all manner of sickness and all manner of 
disease. 

Now the names of the twelve apostles are 
these; The first, Simon, who is called Peter, 
and Andrew Ms brother; James the son 
of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip, 
and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew 
the publican; James the son of Alphseus, and 
Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus ; 
Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, 
who also betrayed him. 

These twelve Jesus sent forth, and com- 
manded them, saying. Go not into the way 
of the Gentiles, and into any city of the 
Samaritans enter ye not: but go rather to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And 
as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse 
the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: 
freely ye have received, freely give. Provide 
neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your 
purses, nor scrip for your journey, neither 
two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for 
the workman is worthy of Ms meat. And 
into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, 
enquire who in it is worthy; and there abide 
till ye go thence. And when ye come into an 
house, salute it. And if the house be worthy, 
let your peace come upon it: but if it be not 
worthy, let your peace return to you. And 
whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear 
your words, when ye depart out of that house 
or city, shake off the dust of your feet. 
Verily I say unto you, It shall be more toler- 
able for the land of Sodom and Gomor- 
rha in the day of judgment, than for that 
city. 

Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the 
midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as 
serpents, and harmless as doves. But beware 
of men: for they will deliver you up to the 
councils, and they will scourge you in their 
synagogues; and ye shall be brought before 
governors and kings for my sake, for a testi- 
mony against them and the Gentiles. But 
when they deliver you up, take no thought 
how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be 


given you in that same hour what ye shall 
speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the 
Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. 
And the brother shall deliver up the brother 
to death, and the father the child: and the 
cMldren shall rise up against their parents, 
and cause them to be put to death. And ye 
shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: 
but he that endureth to the end shall be 
saved. But when they persecute you in this 
city, flee ye into another: for verily I say 
unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the 
cities of Israel, till the Son of man be 
come. 

The disciple is not above Ms master, nor 
the servant above Ms lord. It is enough for 
the disciple that he be as Ms master, and the 
servant as Ms lord. If they have called the 
master of the house Beelzebub, how much 
more shall they call them of Ms house- 
hold? Fear them not therefore: for there is 
nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; 
and Md, that shall not be known. What I 
tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: 
and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye 
upon the housetops. And fear not them 
wMch kill the body, but are not able to kill 
the soul: but rather fear him wMch is able 
to destroy both soul and body in hell. Are 
not two sparrows sold for a fartMng? and 
one of them shall not fall on the ground 
without your Father. But the very hairs of 
your head are all numbered. Fear ye not 
therefore, ye are of more value than many 
sparrows* Whosoever therefore shall confess 
me before men. Mm will I confess also before 
my Father wMch is in heaven. But who- 
soever shall deny me before men. Mm will I 
also deny before my Father wMch is in 
heaven. TMnk not that I am come to send 
peace on earth : I came not to send peace, but 
a sword. For I am come to set a man at 
variance against his father, and the daughter 
against her mother, and the daughter in law 
against her mother in law. And a man’s 
foes shall be they of Ms own household. He 
that loveth father or mother more than me 
is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son 
or daughter more than me is not worthy of 
me. And he that taketh not Ms cross, and 
followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He 
that findeth Ms life shall lose it: and he that 
loseth Ms life for my sake shall find it. 

He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he 
that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. 
He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a 


prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward ; and 
he that receiveth a righteous man in the name 
of a righteous man shall receive a righteous 
man’s reward. And whosoever shall give to 
drink unto one of these little ones a cup of 
cold water only in the name of a disciple. 


ST, MATTHEW 11, 21 

verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise 
lose his reward. 

And it came to pass, when Jesus had made 
an end of commanding his twelve disciples, 
he departed thence to teach and to preach 
in their cities. 


WHO JESUS WAS St. Matthew 11, 2-13, 53 

We are in the position to know more than these people about the person of Jesus, but 
do we know as much? Are we, in fact, as seriously interested in knowing who He is as 
they were? We study His teaching, we discuss His miracles; but these are secondary 
matters compared with the knowledge of Jesus Himself, and whether or not He is the 
Christ. In the following chapters this is the pressing question. Evidently there was 
something very extraordinary and, by human means, unexplainable about Him. He 
was among mm, like them, yet differmt, alone and unrivalled. With the knowledge 
we have since gained, we feel there can be only one answer to the question, Who is Jesus? 
He is the Christ. As we read the narrative, in the light of the events that followed 
later, Jesus seems, in some of the verses, to be giving this answer Himself. Who but He, 
the Son of the Father and the Beloved Servant of the Most High, as Isaiah called the 
Messiah, could answer it? 


John the Baptisfs Question 

NOW when John had heard in the prison 
the works of Christ, he sent two of his dis- 
ciples, and said unto him, Art thou he that 
should come, 1 or do we look for another? 
Jesus answered and said unto them. Go and 
shew John again those things which ye do 
hear and see: the blind receive their sight, 
and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and 
the poor have the gospel preached to them. 
And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be 
offended in me. 

Jesus and John 

And as they departed, Jesus began to say 
unto the multitudes concerning John, What 
went ye out into the wilderness to see? A 
reed shaken with the wind? But what went 
ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft 
raiment ? behold, they that wear soft clothing 
are in kings’ houses. But what went ye out 
to to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto you, 
and more than a prophet. For this is he, of 
whom it is written. 

Behold, I send my messenger before thy 
face. 

Which shall prepare thy way before thee. 


Verily I say unto you, Among them that are 
bom of women there hath not risen a greater 
than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he 
that is least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he. And from the days of John 
the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven 
suffereth violence, and the violent take it by 
force. For all the prophets and the law 
prophesied until John. And if ye will receive 
it, this is Elias, which was for to come. He 
that hath ears to hear, let him hear. But 
whereunto shall I liken this generation? It 
is like unto children sitting in the markets, 
and calling unto their fellows, and saying. 
We have piped unto you, and ye have not 
danced; we have mourned unto you, and ye 
have not lamented. For John came neither 
eating nor drinking, and they say. He hath 
a devil. The Son of man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, Behold a man glutton- 
ous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans 
and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her 
children, 

The Blindness of Men 

Then began he to upbraid the cities where- 
in most of his mighty works were done, 
because they repented not: Woe unto thee. 


1 John was looking for One who would execute judgement. Christ reminds him, by pointing to deeds that 
ilfil the prophecy of Isaiah 35 , 5 , 6, and 61, 1, that the promised Messiah would be of a different character. 
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Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if 
the mighty works, which were done in you, 
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they 
would have repented long ago in sackcloth 
and ashes. But I say unto you, It shall be 
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the 
day of judgment, than for you. And thou, 
Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, 
shit be brought down to hell; for if the 
mighty works, which have been done in thee, 
had been done in Sodom, it would have 
remained until this day. But I say unto 
you. That it shall be more tolerable for the 
land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than 
for thee. 

The Self-revelation of Jesus 

At that time Jesus answered and said, I 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes. Even so. Father: for so it 
seemed good in thy sight. All things are 
delivered 1 unto me of my Father: and no man 
knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither 
knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, 
and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal 
him. Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; 
for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke 
is easy, and my burden is light. 

The Lord of the Sabbath 

At that time Jesus went on the sabbath day 
through the com; and his disciples were an 
hungred, and began to pluck the ears of com, 
and to eat. But when the Pharisees saw it, 
they said unto him. Behold, thy disciples do 
that which is not lawful to do upon the 
sabbath day. But he said unto them. Have 
ye not read what David did, when he was an 
hungred, and they that were with him; how 
he entered into the house of God, and did 
eat the shewbread, which was not lawful for 
him to eat, neither for them which were 
with him, but only for the priests? Or have 
ye not read in the law, how that on the 
sabbath days the priests in the temple profane 
the sabbath, and are blameless? But I say 


unto you, That in this place is one greater 
than the temple. But if ye had known what 
this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not 
sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the 
guiltless. For the Son of man is Lord even 
of the sabbath day. 

And when he was departed thence, he 
went into their synagogue: and, behold, there 
was a man which had his hand withered. And 
they asked him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on 
the sabbath days? that they might accuse 
him. And he said unto them. What man 
shall there be among you, that shall have 
one sheep, and if it fail into a pit on the 
sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and 
lift it out? How much then is a man better 
than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do 
well on the sabbath days. Then saith he to 
the man. Stretch forth thine hand. And he 
stretched it forth; and it was restored whole, 
like as the other. Then the Pharisees went 
out, and held a council against him, how 
they might destroy him. 

Behold My Servant 

But when Jesus knew it, he withdrew 
himself from thence; and great multitudes 
followed him, and he healed them all; and 
charged them that they should not make 
him known: that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 

Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; 

My beloved, in whom my soul is well 
pleased: 

I will put my spirit upon him. 

And he shall shew judgment to the Gen- 
tiles. 

He shall not strive, nor cry; 

Neither shall any man hear his voice in 
the streets. 

A bruised reed shall he not break. 

And smoking flax shall he not quench. 

Till he send forth judgment unto victory. 

And in his name shall the Gentiles trust. 

Jesus Knew Their Thoughts 

Then was brought unto him one possessed 
with a devil, blind, and dumb : and he healed 
him, insomuch that the blind and dumb 
both spake and saw. And all the people were 
amazed, and said. Is not this the son of 


1 Behind the word ‘delivered* is the picture of a teacher imparting knowledge to a pupil. Jesus has received 
His revelation from God, His Father. It is the knowledge of God as the Father; and no one can receive this 
knowledge except from Christ, the Son of the Father. 
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GO AND TELL JOHN WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN AND HEARD 

Tell him out of your own knowledge and experience what Christ has done , and is doing > 
for men and women . Give the facts and let them speak for themselves ; and take your 
facts from the indisputable evidence of the actual and practical results of Christ $ 
ministry . 


David? But when the Pharisees heard it, 
they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, 
but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils. 
And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said 
unto them. Every kingdom divided against 
itself is brought to desolation; and every 
city or house divided against itself shall not 
stand: and if Satan cast out Satan, he is 
divided against himself; how shall then his 
kingdom stand? And if I by Beelzebub cast 
out devils, by whom do your children cast 
them out ? therefore they shall be your judges. 
But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, 
then the kingdom of God is come unto you. 
Or else how can one enter into a strong man’s 


house, and spoil his goods, except he first 
bind the strong man? and then he will spoil 
his house. He that is not with me is against 
me; and he that gathereth not with me 
scattereth abroad. Wherefore I say unto 
you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall 
be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven 
unto men. And whosoever speaketh a word 
against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven 
him: but whosoever speaketh against the 
Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, 
neither in this world, neither in the world to 
come. Either make the tree good, and his 
fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and 



ST* MATTHEW 12, 33 

Ms fruit corrupt : for the tree is known by Ms 
fruit. O generation of vipers, how can ye, 
being evil, speak' good things? for out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 
A good man out of the good treasure of the 
heart bringeth forth good tMngs : and an evil 
man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth 
evil tMngs. But 1 say unto you, That every 
idle word that men shall speak, they shall 
give account thereof in the day of judgment. 
For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and 
by thy words thou shalt be condemned. 

A Greater than Solomon 

Then certain of the scribes and of the Phari- 
sees answered, saying. Master, we would see 
a 'sign from thee. But he answered and said 
unto them, An evil and adulterous genera- 
tion seeketh after a sign; and there shall no 
sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet 
Jonas ; for as Jonas was three days and three 
nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son 
of man be three days and three nights in the 
heart of the ear th. The men of Nineveh shall 
rise in judgment with tMs generation, and 
shall condemn it: because they repented at 
the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater 
than Jonas is here. The queen of the south 
shall rise 'up in the judgment with tMs genera- 
tion, and shall condemn it ; for she came from 
the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater 
than Solomon is here. When the unclean 
spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through 
dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none. 
Then he saith, I will return into my house 
from whence I came out; and when he is 
come, he findeth it empty, swept, and gar- 
nished. Then goeth he, and taketh with 
himself seven other spirits more wicked than 
himself, and they enter in and dwell there: 
and the last state of that man is worse than 
the first. Even so shall it be also unto this 
wicked generation. 

Whose Son ? 

While he yet talked to the people, behold, 
Ms mother and his brethren stood without, 
desiring to speak with Mm. Then one said 
unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy breth- 
ren stand without, desiring to speak with 
thee. But he answered and said unto him 
that told him, Who is my mother? and who 
are my brethren? And he stretched forth 


Ms hand toward Ms disciples, and said. 
Behold my mother and my brethren! For 
whosoever shall do the wUl of my Father 
wMch is in heaven, the same it my brother, 
and sister, and mother. 


A REPLY IN PARABLES St Matt. 13, 1-53 

The people have been expressing their opinions 
about Jesus: which now, in a series of parables, 
He analyses. From different soils spring 
different opinions. It is not, however, to justify 
Himself that He draws these memorable little 
pictures , but that His disciples may know 
how difficult is the problem that faces them, of 
getting people so diversified in character to 
respond, as a whole and in the same measure, 
to God's appeal. At the same time He assures 
them of the growth and excellence of His Cause . 

The same day went Jesus out of the house, 
and sat by the sea side. And great multitudes 
were gathered together unto him, so that he 
went into a sMp, and sat; and the whole mul- 
titude stood on the shore. And he spake many 
things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, 
a sower went forth to sow; and when he 
sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and 
the fowls came and devoured them up: some 
fell upon stony places, where they had not 
much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, 
because they had no deepness of earth: and 
when the sun was up, they were scorched; 
and because they had no root, they withered 
away. And some fell among thorns; and the 
thorns sprung up, and choked them: but 
other fell into good ground, and brought 
forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixty- 
fold, some thirtyfold. Who hath ears to hear, 
let him hear. 

And the disciples came, and said unto him, 
Why speakest thou unto them in parables? 
He answered and said unto them. Because it 
is given unto you to know the mysteries of 
the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not 
given. For whosoever hath, to him shall be 
given, and he shall have more abundance: 
but whosoever hath not, from him shall be 
taken away even that he hath. Therefore 
speak I to them in parables: because they 
seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, 
neither do they understand. And in them is 
fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, wMch saith, 

By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not 
understand; 



And seeing ye shall see, and shall not per- 
ceive: 

For this people’s heart is waxed gross. 
And their ears are dull of hearing, 

And their eyes they have closed; 

Lest at any time they should see with their 
eyes. 

And hear with their ears. 

And should understand with their heart, 
And should be converted. 

And I should heal them. 

But blessed are your eyes, for they see: 
and your ears, for they hear. For verily I say 
unto you, That many prophets and righteous 
men have desired to see those things which 
ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear 
those things which ye hear, and have not 
heard them. 

Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. 
When any one heareth the word of the king- 
dom, and understandeth it not, then cometh 
the wicked one, and catcheth away that which 
was sown in his heart. This is he which 
received seed by the way side. But he that 
received the seed into stony places, the same 
is he that heareth the word, and anon with 
joy receiveth it; yet hath he not root in 
himself, but dureth for a while: for when 
tribulation or persecution ariseth because of 
the word, by and by he is offended. He also 
that received seed among the thorns is he that 
heareth the word ; and the care of this world, 
and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the 
word, and he becometh unfruitful. But he 
that received seed into the good ground is he 
that heareth the word, and understandeth 
it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth 
forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. 

The Wheat and the Tares 

Another parable put he forth unto them, 
saying. The kingdom of heaven is likened 
unto a man which sowed good seed in his 
field: but while men slept, his enemy came 
and sowed tares among the wheat, and went 
his way. But when the blade was sprung up, 
and brought forth fruit, then appeared the 
tares also. So the servants of the householder 
came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou 
sow good seed in thy field? from whence 
then hath it tares? He said unto them. An 
enemy hath done this. The servants said 
unto him. Wilt thou then that we go and 
gather them up ? But he said, Nay; lest while 
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ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the 
wheat with them. Let both grow together 
until the harvest: and in the time of harvest 
1 will say to the reapers, Gather ye together 
first the tares, and bind them in bundles to 
burn them: but gather the wheat into my 
barn. 


The Mustard Seed 

Another parable put he forth unto them, 
saying. The kingdom of heaven is like to a 
grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and 
sowed in his field: which indeed is the least 
of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the 
greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, 
so that the birds of the air come and lodge 
in the branches thereof. 


The Leaven 

Another parable spake he unto them; The 
kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which 
a woman took, and hid in three measures of 
meal, till the whole was leavened. 

An Interpretation 

All these things spake Jesus unto the multi- 
tude in parables ; and without a parable spake 
he not unto them: that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the prophet, saying, 

1 will open my mouth in parables; 

I will utter things which have been kept 
secret from the foundation of the world. 
Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and 
went into the house: and his disciples came 
unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable 
of the tares of the field. He answered and 
said unto them, He that soweth the good 
seed is the Son of man ; the field is the world ; 
the good seed are the children of the king- 
dom; but the tares are the children of the 
wicked one; the enemy that sowed them is 
the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; 
and the reapers are the angels. As therefore 
the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; 
so shall it be in the end of this world. The 
Son of man shall send forth his angels, and 
they shall gather out of his kingdom all things 
that offend, and them which do iniquity; 
and shall cast them into a furnace of fire: 
there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 
Then shall the righteous shine forth as the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who 
hath ears to hear, let him hear. 
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Hidden Tr easure 

Again* the kingdom of heaven is like onto 
treasure hid in a held; the- which when a 
man hath found* he hideth* and for joy 
thereof goeth and seleth ail that he hath* 
and buyeth that field. 

Again* the kingdom of heaven is like unto 
a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls : who* 
when he had found one pearl of great price* 
went and sold ail that he had* and bought it* 

Again* the kingdom of heaven is like unto 
a net* that was cast into the sea* and gathered 
of every kind: which* when it was full* they 
drew to shore* and sat down* and gathered 


the good into vessels* but cast the bad away; 
So shall it be at the end of the world: the 
angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked 
from among the just* and shall cast them 
into the furnace of fire : there shall be wailing 
and gnashing of teeth. 

Jesus saith unto them* Have ye understood' 
all these things? They say unto Mm* Yea* 
Lord* Then said he unto them* Therefore 
every scribe which is instructed unto the 
kingdom, of heaven is like unto a man that is 
an householder* which bringeth forth out of 
his treasure things new and old* 

And it came to pass* that when Jesus had 
finished these parables* he departed thence. 


THE MINISTRY OF JESUS 

Although it is not possible to place the events of Christ's life in exact chronological order , the 
mind asks for such an outline of the material as will convey a clear and definite picture of the 
general course of His life , It was not the purpose of the writers of the gospels to give a history 
of Jesus, hut to show forth His message and mission. Any attempt, therefore , to produce from the 
records a connected life-story, and there are many * must be accepted with reserve, and he regarded 
as one of several possible outlines. There is not much difference of opinion on the order of the 
events in the opening and closing chapters of His life ; but the difficulties are great when we try 
to follow, step by step , the course of His ministry. 

According to Matthew, Mark , and Luke , His ministry would appear to have begun in Galilee , 
and to have continued there until He set Ms face to Jerusalem and the Cross . John , however, 
lately mentions Galilee . His gospel is devoted almost entirely to the ministry in Judea, and 
contains accounts, exclusive to his narrative, of visits to Jerusalem and the national festivals, 
visits we feel sure Jesus would have made . To correlate these different records is not easy, and the 
task is complicated by a section of Luke's narrative which describes another sphere of activity not 
included elsewhere . It is an account of the journey of Jesus through Perea, better known as the 
district beyond Jordan . Now, in what order are we to place these records, so that they will give 
a reasonable outline of the course of Christ's ministry ? There is an arrangement — it might be 
called the traditional arrangement — that long usage has made popular . It is open to criticism, 
but it is simple and straightforward, and adequate for our purpose as a provisional framework 
for our reading. 

On this plan the ministry of Jesus covers about three years. The first year, after opening at 
Cana, was spent in and around Jerusalem. There it begins with the cleansing of the Temple , and 
the visit of Nicodemus to Jesus. But little else is recorded; and what is given comes from John's 
pen . During the next two years, or the greater part of them, Jesus was in Galilee, and it is with 
the events that belong to this period that the first three gospels deal . They have preserved what 
Jesus said and did at Nazareth, Capernaum, and the outlying districts of Tyre, Sidon, and 
Gees area Philippi. Towards the end of the second year Jesus left Galilee for Jerusalem. Luke 
describes it as a long and eventful journey along the road beyond Jordan and through Perea, the 
road that was much used because it avoided Samaria . As it draws mar to Jerusalem it passes 
through Jericho and Bethany. 


HIS PEOPLE 

THEIR CHARACTER, OUTLOOK, AND SPIRIT 

ST. MATTHEW CHAPTERS 13 , 54-20, 34 

The great moment has come . One man has recognized Jesus as the Christ The new 
society of God’s People has now been born , and the purpose of God is about to be 
fulfilled • What God wants, and from the beginning of creation has been seeking , is a 
Holy People, people with the right spirit, the right quality of soul. And this is what 
Christ, the Messiah, has come to procure, to purchase, if needs be with His blood, and 
to present, perfected by His spirit, unto God . Through our study of the Old Testament 
we have followed the unfolding of this divine revelation. With the centuries of history 
spread before us, we have watched the Architect of human destiny leading mankind, 
through the progressive development of one race, to the realization that His primary 
purpose is not the creation of a Holy Land, a Holy City, a Holy Church, or a Holy 
Culture— these will come later — but the creation of a Holy People ; a people who will 
be His People, as He will be their God . To this end was Christ bom: and from the 
sinful races of the world will He gather , redeem, and re-create the men and women that 
will form this company . They will be like a new race, different in character, outlook, 
and spirit from any other race. They will inherit the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of 
spiritual resources and heavenly treasure that has been prepared for them; that waits 
to be invaded, possessed, and brought into service for the fulfilment of the gracious and 
everlasting purposes of God to all mankind . Throughout the earth they will be known 
as the Companions of Christ, who is God’s vicegerent of this Kingdom; and in their 
lives they will bear His symbol, the sign-manual of the Gross-bearers • 


St. Matthew 13 , 54-^ — 16 , 28 

own house. And he did not many mighty 
works there because of their unbelief. 


THE MISSION OF JESUS 

iND when he was come into his own 
f\ country, he taught them in their 
synagogue, insomuch that they 
JL JSL were astonished, and said. Whence 
hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty 
works ? Is not this the carpenter’s son? is not 
his mother called Mary? and his brethren, 

James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? 

And his sisters, are they not all with us? 

Whence then hath this man all these things? 

And they were offended in him. 1 But Jesus 
said unto them, A prophet is not without 
honour, save in his own country, and in his 

1 If this refers to the same occasion as that given in Luke 4, 16-30, we have a dramatic picture of this 
decisive moment in the life of Jesus. He had returned to Nazareth to proclaim the beginning of the Messianic 
era. His own people should be the first to hear it. So in their synagogue on the sabbath day, afterreadmg to 
them the Messianic promise given by Isaiah 6r, 1, 2, He declared ‘This day is this scripture fulfilled m your 
ears’. He was rejected, driven out of the synagogue, and out of the city. His life was threatened by the rulers 
of the synagogue, and, judging from the news of John, it might also be in danger from the political rulers. 
There was no time to be lost. The old order was hopeless, and with the death of John, the last of the prophets, 
it ended. He must begin the new order; but it must begin on new lines, and follow a new method. 
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The Last of the Prophets 

At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of 
the fame of Jesus, and said unto his servants. 
This is John the Baptist; he is risen from the 
dead; and therefore mighty works do shew 
forth themselves in him. 1 

For Herod had laid hold on John, and 
bound him, and put him in prison for Hero- 
dias’ sake, his brother Philip’s wife. For 


ST, MATTHEW 14, 4 

John said unto him. If is not lawful for thee 
to have her. And when he would have put 
him to death, he feared the multitude, because 
they counted Mm as a prophet. But when 
Herod's birthday was kept, the daughter of 
Herodias danced before them, and pleased 
Herod. Whereupon he promised with an 
oath to give her whatsoever she would ask. 
And she, being before instructed of her 
mother, said. Give me here John Baptist's 
head in a charger. And the king was sorry; 
nevertheless for the oath's sake, and them 
which sat with Mm at meat, he commanded it 
to be given her. And he sent, and beheaded 
John in the prison. And Ms head, was brought 
in a charger, and given to the damsel: and 
she brought it to her mother. And Ms 
disciples came, and took up the body, and 
buried it, and went and told Jesus. 

Crowds follow Him 

When Jesus heard of it, he departed thence 
by sMp into a desert place apart: and when 
the people had heard thereof, they followed 
him on foot out of the cities. And Jesus 
went forth, and saw a great multitude, and 
was moved with compassion toward them, 
and he healed their sick. And when it was 
evening, his disciples came to him, saying, 
This is a desert place, and the time is now 
past; send the multitude away, that they 
may go into the villages, and buy them- 
selves victuals. But Jesus said unto them. 
They need not depart; give ye them to eat. 
And they say unto Mm, We have here but 
five loaves, and two fishes. He said, Bring 
them Mther to me. And he commanded 
the multitude to sit down on the grass, and 
took the five loaves, and the two fishes, and 
looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, 
and gave the loaves to Ms disciples, and the 
disciples to the multitude. And they did all 
eat, and were filled: and they took up of the 
fragments that remained twelve baskets full. 
And they that had eaten were about five 
thousand men, beside women and children. 

The Ship’s Crew Worship Him 

And straightway Jesus constrained Ms 
disciples to get into a sMp, and to go before 
him unto the other side, wMle he sent the 
multitudes away. And when he had sent the 
multitudes away, he went up into a mountain 
apart to pray: and when the evening was 


come, he was there atone. But the ship was 1 
now in the midst of the sea, tossed with 
waves; for the wind was contrary. And in 
the fourth watch of the night Jesus went 
unto them, waMng on the sea. And whoa 
the disciples saw him walking on the sea, 
they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and 
they cried out for fear. But straightway Jesus 
spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; 
it is I; be not afraid. And Peter answered 
him and said. Lord, if it be thou, bid me 
come unto thee on the water. And he said, 
Come, And when Peter was come down out 
of the sMp, he walked on the water, to go to 
Jesus. But when he saw the wind boisterous, 
he was afraid ; and beginning to sink, he cried, 
saying, Lord, save me. And immediately 
Jesus stretched forth Ms hand, and caught 
him, and said unto him, O thou of little 
faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? And 
when they were come into the sMp, the 
wind ceased. Then they that were in the 
sMp came and worsMpped Mm, saying, Of 
a truth thou art the Son of God. 

He Helps the Helpless 

And when they were gone over, they came 
into the land of Gennesaret. And when the 
men of that place had knowledge of him, 
they sent out into all that country round 
about, and brought unto Mm all that were 
diseased; and besought him that they might 
only touch the hem of Ms garment; and as 
many as touched were made perfectly whole. 

He Answers His Critics 

Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, 
wMch were of Jerusalem, saying. Why do 
thy disciples transgress the tradition of the 
elders? for they wash not their hands when 
they eat bread. But he answered and said 
unto them, Why do ye also transgress the 
commandment of God by your tradition? 
For God commanded, saying. Honour thy 
father and mother: and. He that curseth 
father or mother, let him die the death. But 
ye say. Whosoever shall say to Ms father or 
Ms mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou 
mightest be profited by me; and honour not 
Ms father or Ms mother, he shall be free. 
Thus have ye made the commandment of 
God of none effect by your tradition. Ye 
hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, 


saying, 
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They came and worshipped Him , saying. Of a truth Thou art the Son of God. 


This people draweth nigh unto me with 
their mouth* and honoureth me with 
their lips; 

But their heart is far from me. 

But in vain they do worship me* 

Teaching for doctrines the command- 
ments of men. 

And he called the multitude, and said unto 
them* Hear* and understand : Not that which 
goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but 
that which cometh out of the mouth* this 
defileth a man. Then came his disciples* 
and said unto him* Knowest thou that the 
Pharisees were offended* after they heard this 
saying? But he answered and said* Every 
plant* which my heavenly Father hath not 
planted* shall be rooted up. Let them alone : 
they be blind leaders of the blind. And if 
the blind lead the blind* both shall fall into 
the ditch. Then answered Peter and said 
unto him* Declare unto us this parable. And 
Jesus said* Are ye also yet without under- 
standing? Do not ye yet understand* that 
whatsoever entereth in at the mouth goeth 
into the belly* and is cast out into the 
draught? But those things which proceed 
out of the mouth come forth from the heart; 
and they defile the man. For out of the 


heart proceed evil thoughts, murders* adul- 
teries* fornications* thefts* false witness, blas- 
phemies: these are the things which defile 
a man: but to eat with unwashen hands 
defileth not a man. 

Among the Gentiles 
Then Jesus went thence* and departed 
into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. And* 
behold* a woman of Canaan came out of the 
same coasts* and cried unto him* saying* 
Have mercy on me, O Lord* thou son of 
David; my daughter is grievously vexed 
with a devil. But he answered her not a 
word. And his disciples came and besought 
him, saying. Send her away; for she crieth 
after us. But he answered and said* I am 
not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel. Then came she and worshipped 
him* saying* Lord* help me. But he answered 
and said* It is not meet to take the children s 
bread* and to cast it to dogs. And she said, 
Truth* Lord : yet the dogs eat of the crumbs 1 
which fall from their masters’ table. Then 
Jesus answered and said unto her* O woman, 
great is thy faith : be it unto thee even as thou 
wilt. And her daughter was made whole 
from that very hour. 


■ In other words, the dogs have a place in the house and a .of : the fo»i 

teans that the Gentiles are entitled te some meas ure of co^deranon, though the “tongs 
lace offered to the Jews. The word used for ‘dog’ Jesus answered 

lark says the woman who lived in Phoenicia was a Greeks pro y j 

□man needs wherever He met them* without regard to the person’s race or creed. 
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To the G lory of God 

And Jesus departed from thence, and 
came nigh unto the sea of Galilee ; and went 
up into a mountain, and sat down there. 
And great multitudes came unto Mm, having 
with them those that were lame, bind, dumb, 
maimed, and many others, and cast them 
down at Jesus 5 feet; and he healed them: 
.insomuch that the multitude wondered, when 
they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to 
be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to 
see: and they glorified the God of Israel, 

His Love for Mm 

Then Jesus called Ms disciples unto him, 
and said, I have compassion on the multi- 
tude, because they continue with me now 
three days, and have nothing to eat: and I 
will not send them away fasting, lest they 
faint in the way. And his disciples say unto 
him. Whence should we have so much bread 
in the wilderness, as to fill so great a multi- 
tude ? And J esus saith unto them. How many 
loaves have ye? And they said, Seven, and 
a few little fishes. And he commanded the 
multitude to sit down on the ground. And 
he took the seven loaves and the fishes, and 
gave thanks, and brake them, 1 and gave to 
his disciples, and the disciples to the multi- 
tude. And they did all eat, and were filled: 
and they took up of the broken meat that 
was left seven baskets full. And they that 
did eat were four thousand men, beside 
women and children. And he sent away the 
multitude, and took sMp, and came into the 
coasts of Magdala. 

His Knowledge of Men 

The Pharisees also with the Sadducees 
came, and tempting desired him that he 
would shew them a sign from heaven. He 
answered and said unto them. When it is 
evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for 
the sky is red. And in the morning, It will 
be foul weather to day: for the sky is red 
and lo wring. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern 
the face of the sky; but can ye not discern 
the signs of the times? A wicked and adul- 
terous generation seeketh after a sign; and 
there shall no sign be given unto it, but the 
sign of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, 
and departed. 


A Word of Warning 

And when Ms disciples were come to the 
other side, they had forgotten to take bread. 
Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and 
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of 
the Sadducees. And they reasoned among 
themselves, saying. It is because we have 
taken no bread. Which when Jesus per- 
ceived, he said unto them, O ye of little faith, 
why reason ye among yourselves, because 
ye have brought no bread? Do ye not yet 
understand, neither remember the five loaves 
of the five thousand, and how many baskets 
ye took up? Neither the seven loaves of the 
four thousand, and how many baskets ye took 
up? How is it that ye do not understand that 
I spake it not to you concerning bread, that 
ye should beware of the leaven of the Phari- 
sees and of the Sadducees ? Then understood 
they how that he bade them not beware of 
the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of 
the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. 

HIS KEY-MEN St. Matt. 16 , 13-28 

Peter was the first member of the new com- 
munity , the first sign given to Jesus of the 
response that would be made to His mission. 
The essential feature of Peter's confession , and 
that of all Christians, is the recognition that 
Jesus is the Christ — the Messiah— for, t0 
admit this, to believe and acknowledge it, 
meam that He is God's vicegerent, and , as 
such, commands man's instant and complete 
obedience . The question of the power of the 
keys is too big for a brief note. The words 
suggest to us that the discovery of the first man 
of the new race , the sure token of the success 
of Hts mission, was the signal for throwing 
open the gates of the Kingdom* But the words 
may mean much more. 

When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying. Whom 
do men say that I the Son of man am? And 
they said. Some say that thou art John the 
Baptist: some, Elias ; and others, Jeremias, or 
one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But 
whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter 
answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God. And Jesus answered 
and said unto him. Blessed art thou, Simon 


1 It is frequently argued that the feeding of the four thousand is a duplicate account of the feeding of the 
five thousand (p. 972); but we prefer to think that Jesus repeated among the Gentiles the self-revealing act He 
had performed among the Jews. This miracle took place on the eastern side of the Lake, where many Gentiles 
lived. 


974 



Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not re- 
vealed it unto thee, but my Father which is 
in heaven. And I say also unto thee. That 
thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. And I will give unto thee 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
Then charged he his disciples that they 
should tell no man that he was Jesus the 
Christ* 1 

The Cross — The Master Key 

From that time forth began Jesus to shew 
unto his disciples, how that he must go unto 
Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and be raised again the third day. 
Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke 


ST. MATTHEW 17, 7 

Mm, saying, Be it far from thee. Lord: this 
shall not be unto thee. But he turned, and 
said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: 
thou art an offence unto me: for thou 
savourest not the things that be of God, but 
those that be of men. Then said Jesus unto 
his disciples. If any man will come after me, 
let him deny Mmself, and take up his cross, 2 
and follow me. For whosoever will save Ms 
life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose Ms 
life for my sake shall find it. For what is 
a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose Ms own soul? or what shall 
a man give in exchange for Ms soul? For the 
Son of man shall come in the glory of Ms 
Father with Ms angels; and then he shall 
reward every man according to Ms works. 
Verily I say unto you. There be some stand- 
ing here, which shall not taste of death, till 
they see the Son of man coming in his king- 
dom. 


THE TRANSFIGURATION OF JESUS St Matthew 17, 1-13 

The Companions of Christ, the people who form the new Israel of God, have no easy 
task before them. Life, as these chapters show, will bring them many occasions for 
fortitude and self-denial. But there will be times when they will have other 
experiences . For Christ leads His people, as He led Peter, James, and John, into 
experiences that are unknown apart from Him. Every Christian knows them — moments 
of spiritual exaltation, of vision and communion, when he feels he is enveloped by a 
cloud of glory, and in touch with realities eternal and divine. In considering the people 
of God, let us give full weight to these spiritual experiences, for they are a distinc- 
tive and a priceless possession, and one that Christ has made possible to ordinary human 
beings. No wonder that men who, in His company, have found them, want to worship 
Him. He, and His Messiahship, too, are transfigured by them. 


AND after six days Jesus taketh Peter, 
James, and John Ms brother, and bringeth 
them up into an Mgh mountain apart, and was 
transfigured before them: and Ms face did 
shine as the sun, and Ms raiment was white 
as the light. And, behold, there appeared 
unto them Moses and Elias talking with Mm. 
Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, 
Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou 


wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one 
for thee, and one for Moses, and one for 
Elias. While he yet spake, behold, a bright 
cloud overshadowed them: and behold a 
voice out of the cloud, wMch said. This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; 
hear ye him. And when the disciples heard 
it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. 
And Jesus came and touched them, and said. 


1 There are many answers to the question, Why did Jesus wish, at this stage, to keep secret the fact of His 
Messiahship ? We think it was because the current view of the Messiah was not His view, and in His judgement 
of the course of events the time had not yet arrived for a public announcement beyond that He had made 
at Nazareth. When it had to be made it would be at Jerusalem, and in a way that would leave no doubt about 
the nature of His Messiahship. 

z The man who would belong to My company, says Christ— if we may give His words their simplest mean- 
ing-must be large-hearted (not thinking of himself) and stout-hearted (not daunted by difficulties). He must 
put his heart into it, and put his life into it, too, even unto the death. 
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Arise, and be not afraid. And when they nothing shall be impossible unto you. How- 
had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, belt this Mud goeth not out but by prayer 
save Jesus only. and fasting. 


A Leading Question 

And as they came down from the moun- 
tain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the 
vision to no man, until the Son of man be 
risen again from the dead. And his dis- 
ciples asked him, saying, Why then say the 
scribes that Elias must first come? And 
Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias 
truly shall first come, and restore all things. 
But I say unto you. That Elias is come 
already, and they knew him not, but have 
done unto Mm whatsoever they listed. Like- 
wise shall also the Son of man suffer of them. 
Then the disciples understood that he spake 
unto them of John the Baptist. 

THE NEW SPIRIT St. Matt 17, 14 — 18, 35 

The incidents that follow are such as would 
encourage the faith of His followers and teach 
them the spirit they should cultivate as mem- 
bers of His company , They must not need- 
lessly cause offence over trifles , nor consider 
themselves above helping little children* They 
must exercise rigorous self-discipline upon 
themselves in order to preserve a healthy per - 
sonaMty , and be generous and merciful in their 
judgement of others . Such qualities go far to- 
wards producing unity among companions and 
cementing them together . 

, And when they were come to the multi- 
tude, there came to Mm a certain man, kneel- 
ing down to Mm, and saying. Lord, have 
mercy on my son: for he is lunatick, and 
sore vexed: for ofttixnes he falleth into the 
fire, and oft into the water. And I brought 
him to thy disciples, and they could not 
cure Mm. Then Jesus answered and said, 

0 faithless and perverse generation, how 
long shall I be with you? how long shall 

1 suffer you? bring him Mther to me. And 
Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed 
out of him: and the child was cured from 
that very hour. 

Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, 
and said. Why could not we cast him out? 
And Jesus said unto them, Because of your 
unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye 
have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye 
shall say unto this mountain. Remove hence 
to yonder place; and it shall remove; and 


The Great Example 

And while they abode in Galilee, Jesus said 
unto them, The Son of man shall be betrayed 
into the hands of men: and they shall MI! 
him, and the third day he shall be raised 
again. And they were exceeding sorry. 

Fulfil Social Obligations 

And when they were come to Capernaum, 
they that received tribute money came to 
Peter, and said, Doth not your master pay 
tribute? He saith. Yes, And when he was 
come into the house, Jesus prevented him, 
saying. What thinkest thou, Simon? of whom 
do the kings of the earth take custom or 
tribute ? of their own children, or of strangers ? 
Peter saith unto him. Of strangers. Jesus 
saith unto him. Then are the children free. 
Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, 
go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take 
up the fish that first cometh up; and when 
thou hast opened Ms mouth, thou shalt find 
a piece of money: that take, and give unto 
them for me and thee. 

Be Humble and Harmless 

At the same time came the disciples unto 
Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven? And Jesus called a little 
child unto Mm, and set him in the midst of 
them, and said. Verily I say unto you, Except 
ye be converted, and become as little chil- . 
dren, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble 
himself as this little child, the same is greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven. And whoso shall 
receive one such little child in my name 
receiveth me. But whoso shall offend one of 
these little ones which believe in me, it were 
better for him that a millstone were hanged 
about Ms neck, and that he were drowned in 
the depth of the sea. 

Woe unto the world because of offences I 
for it must needs be that offences come; but 
woe to that man by whom the offence cometh! 
Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend 
thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee: 
it is better for thee to enter into life halt or 
maimed, rather than having two hands or 


two feet to be cast into everlasting fire. And 
if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and 
cast it from thee : it is better for thee to enter 
into life with one eye, rather than having two 
eyes to be cast into hell fire, Take heed that 
ye despise not one of these little ones; for I 
say unto you, That in heaven their angels 
do always behold the face of my Father 
which is in heaven. For the Son of man is 
come to save that which was lost. How 
think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, 
and one of them be gone astray, doth he not 
leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the 
mountains, and seeketh that which is gone 
astray? And if so be that he find it, verily 
i say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that 
sheep, than of the ninety and nine which 
went not astray. Even so it is not the will of 
your Father which is in heaven, that one of 
these little ones should perish. 

Be Brotherly 

Moreover if thy brother shall trespass 
against thee, go and tell him his fault between 
thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, 
thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will 
not hear thee, then take with thee one or two 
more, that in the mouth of two or three 
witnesses every word may be established. 
And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it 
unto the church: but if he neglect to hear 
the church, let him be unto thee as an 
heathen man and a publican. Verily I say 
unto you. Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever 
ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven. Again I say unto you. That if two 
of you shall agree on earth as touching any 
thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for 
them of my Father which is in heaven. For 
where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst of them. 

And. Compassionate 

Then came Peter to him, and said. Lord, 
how oft shall my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus 
saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until 
seven times : but, Until seventy times seven. 
Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened 
unto a certain king, which would take account 
of his servants. And when he had begun to 
reckon, one was brought unto him, which 
owed him ten thousand talents. But foras- 


ST. MATTHEW 19, 3 

much as he had not to pay, his lord com- 
manded him to be sold, and his wife, and 
children, and all that he had, and payment 
to be made. The servant therefore fell down, 
and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have 
patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 
Then the lord of that servant was moved 
with compassion, and loosed him, and for- 
gave him the debt. But the same servant went 
out, and found one of his fellow servants, 
which owed him an hundred pence: and 
he laid hands on him, and took him by 
the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest. 
And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, 
and besought him, saying, Have patience 
with me, and I will pay thee all. And he 
would not: but went and cast him into 
prison, till he should pay the debt. So when 
his fellowservants saw what was done, they 
were very sorry, and came and told unto 
their lord all that was done. Then his lord, 
after that he had called him, said unto him, 
O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that 
debt, because thou desiredst me: shouldest 
not thou also have had compassion on thy 
fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee? 
And his lord was wroth, and delivered him 
to the tormentors, till he should pay all that 
was due unto him. So likewise shall my 
heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from 
your hearts forgive not every one his brother 
their trespasses. 

OLD STANDARDS St. Matt 19, 1— 20, 34 

The following cases bring to light the differences 
between Christ’s standards of character and 
outlook, and those which are current in various 
spheres of life , The first three are within the 
religious sphere, and reflect the accepted Jewish 
teaching regarding the status of married 
women , celibates, and children. The other 
cases illustrate the social, economic, and domes- 
tic standards that are to be found in most 
countries, even to-day. Such standards, it mil 
be observed, have the reverse effect of those 
given in the preceding section. They tend to 
destroy the unity of society. 

And it came to pass, that when Jesus had 
finished these sayings, he departed from 
Galilee, and came into the coasts of Judaea 
beyond Jordan; and great multitudes fol- 
lowed him; and he healed them there. 

The Pharisees also came unto him, tempt- 
ing him, and saying unto him. Is it lawful 
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for a man to put away Ms wife for every 
cause? And he answered and said unto them, 
Have ye not read, that he which made them 
at the beginning made them male and female, 
and said, For this cause shall a man leave 
father and mother, and shall cleave to his 
wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? 
Wherefore they are no more twain, but one 
flesh. , What therefore God hath joined to- 
gether, let not man put asunder. They say 
unto him, Why did Moses then command to 
give a writing of divorcement, and to put her 
away?' He saith unto them, Moses because of 
the hardness of your hearts suffered you to 
put away your wives : but from the beginning 
It was not so. And I say unto you. Whosoever 
shall put away his wife, except it be for 
fornication, and shall marry another, com- 
mitteth adultery: and whoso marrieth her 
which is put away doth commit adultery. 
His disciples say unto him, If the case of the 
man be so with his wife, it is not good to 
marry. But he said unto them, All men 
cannot receive this saying, save they to whom 
it is given. For there are some eunuchs, which 
were so bom from their mother’s womb: and 
there are some eunuchs, wliich were made 
eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which 
have made themselves eunuchs for the king- 
dom of heaven’s sake. He that is able to 
receive it, let him receive it. 

Concerting Children 

Then were there brought unto him little 
children, that he should put his hands on 
them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked 
them. But Jesus said. Suffer little children, 
and forbid them not, to come unto me: for 
of such is the kingdom of heaven. And he 
laid his hands on them, and departed thence. 

Property and Wealth 

And, behold, one came and said unto him. 
Good Master, what good thing shall I do, 
that 1 may have eternal life? And he said 
unto him. Why callest thou me good? there 
is none good but one, that is, God: but if 


thou wilt enter into life, keep the command- 
ments. He saith unto Mm, Which? Jesus 
said. Thou shall do no murder, Thou shalt 
not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, 
Thou shalt not bear false witness. Honour 
thy father and thy mother; and, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself. The young 
man saith unto him, All these things have I 
kept from my youth up; what lack I yet? 
Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, 
go and sell that thou hast, and give to the 
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: 
and come and follow me. But when the 
young man heard that saying, he went away 
sorrowful: for he had great possessions. 

Then said Jesus unto Ms disciples, Verily 
I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. And 
again I say unto you. It is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle, than for a 
rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 
W'hen Ms disciples heard it, they were ex- 
ceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be 
saved ? But Jesus beheld them, and said unto 
them, With men this is impossible; but with 
God all things are possible. Then answered 
Peter and said unto Mm, Behold, we have 
forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall 
we have therefore? And Jesus said unto 
them. Verily I say unto you, That ye wMch 
have followed me, in the regeneration when 
the Son of man shall sit in the throne of Ms 
glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And 
every one that hath forsaken houses, or breth- 
ren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, 
or children, or lands, for my name’s sake, 
shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit 
everlasting life. But many that are first shall 
be last; and the last shall be first. 

The Standard of the Labour Market 

For the kingdom of heaven is Hke unto a 
man that is an householder, 1 wMch went out 
early in the morning to hire labourers into 
Ms vineyard. And when he had agreed with 
the labourers for a penny a day, he sent them 
into Ms vineyard. And he went out about 


1 Objection is sometimes made to the conduct of the householder on the ground of injustice, but if the 
parable is read carefully it will be seen that he was just to the letter of his agreements with the labourers. 
Tfie surprising thing in his portrait is his extravagant generosity. Ordinary business standards are not good 
enough for him; so out of his goodness he makes up to the labourer what, through no fault of his own, he 
had not had an earlier chance to acquire. Eternal life, which is God’s great reward, cannot be graded, though 
there may be grades in the kingdom of God. The cause of the other labourers’ discontent was, we fed, 
their envy and covetousness. 



the third hour, and saw others standing idle 
in the marketplace, and said unto them; Go 
ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is 
right I will give you. And they went their 
way. Again he went out about tide sixth and 
ninth hour, and did likewise. And about 
the eleventh hour he went out, and found 
others standing idle, and saith unto them. 
Why stand ye here all the day idle? They 
say unto him. Because no man hath hired us. 
He saith unto them. Go ye also into the 
vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall 
ye receive. So when even was come, the lord 
of the vineyard saith unto his steward. Call 
the labourers, and give them their hire, begin- 
ning from the last unto the first. And when 
they came that were hired about the eleventh 
hour, they received every man a penny. But 
when the first came, they supposed that they 
should have received more ; and they likewise 
received every man a penny. And when they 
had received it, they murmured against the 
goodman of the house, saying, These last 
have wrought but one hour, and thou hast 
made them equal unto us, which have borne 
the burden and heat of the day. But he 
answered one of them, and said. Friend, I 
do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with 
me for a penny? Take that thine is, and 
go thy way: I will give unto this last, even 
as unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to do 
what I will with mine own? Is thine eye 
evil, because I am good? So the last shall 
be first, and the first last: for many be called, 
but few chosen. 

Religious Persecution 

And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the 
twelve disciples apart in the way, and said 
unto them. Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; 
and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto 
the chief priests and unto the scribes, and 
they shall condemn him to death, and shall 
deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to 
scourge, and to crucify him: and the third 
day he shall rise again. 
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Family Pride 

Then came to him the mother ofZebedee*$ 
children with her sons, worshipping him, and 
desiring a certain thing of him. And he said 
unto her. What wilt thou? She saith unto 
him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, 
the one on thy right hand, and the other on 
the left, in thy kingdom. But Jesus answered 
and said. Ye know not what ye ask. Axe ye 
able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, 
and to be baptized with the baptism that I 
am baptized with? They say unto him, We 
are able. And he saith unto them, Ye shall 
drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with 
the baptism that I am baptized with: but to 
sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not 
mine to give, but it shall be given to them for 
whom it is prepared of my Father. And 
when the ten heard it, they were moved with 
indignation against the two brethren. But 
Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye 
know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise 
dominion over them, and they that are great 
exercise authority upon them, But it shall 
not be so among you: but whosoever will be 
great among you, let him be your minister; 
and whosoever will be chief among you, let 
him be your servant: even as the Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to min- 
ister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 

Anti-social Attitudes 
And as they departed from Jericho, a great 
multitude followed him. And, behold, two 
blind men sitting by the way side, when they 
heard that Jesus passed by, cried out, saying, 
Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou son of 
David. And the multitude rebuked them, 
because they should hold their peace: but 
they cried the more, saying. Have mercy on 
us, O Lord, thou son of David, And Jesus 
stood still, and called them, and said. What 
will ye that I shall do unto you? They say 
unto him, Lord, that our eyes may be opened. 
So Jesus had compassion on them, and 
touched their eyes: and immediately their 
eyes received sight, and they followed him. 



HIS CROSS 

IT WAS FOR US THE PRINCE OF GLORY DIED 


ST MATTHEW 


CHAPTERS 21, 1—28, 20 


It is rather with offerings of love and worships with confessions* prayers* and solemn 
vows of dedication* that we would gather round the Cross of our Lord than with words 
that would presume to explain the profound mystery. We may* however* and should* 
add our witness to the faith of many* that the Cross is* and has been proved by history 
and experience to be* the power of God unto salvation. Herein our Lord is glorified* 
the souls of His people are renewed* and a way has been opened for mm to have lasting 
fellowship with God . 

As we turn* for a moment * to the events of the Passim Week * it will help us to see their 
stupendous impwtcmce— without entering into theological statements— if me give a 
thought to the issue that was being fought out * and consider what would have happened 
to the destiny of mankind if the result had been different . Those who crucified Jesus 
scoffed at His claims* and declared His teaching was false. They intended to put an 
end to Him* and all He had taught concerning God * man* and eternal life . The society 
He had begun to form would* with His death* be destroyed * Had they succeeded* it 
would have meant that God was not* as Christ had said * our loving Father; that man was 
not a spiritual being made for fellowship with God* with an eternal and glorious destiny 
beyond the grave . But God in the Cross and Resurrection gave His answer to these 
questions* so that we might know that Chris fs words are true * and our destiny safe in 
His hands. Later * as men thought more about the Cross* they began to feel there was 
more here than they had at first realized . They recognized in their Lord's death a 
likeness to the sacrifices of old* but in its glory* and in its power to meet their spiritual 
needs * infinitely surpassing them . 


THE PASSION WEEK 


JIND when they drew nigh unto J era- 
f\ salem, and were come to Bethphage, 
r"! unto the mount of Olives, then sent 
JL JL Jesus two disciples, saying unto 
them, Go into the village over against you, 
and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, 
and a colt with her: loose them, and bring 
them unto me. And if any man say ought 
unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need 
of them; and straightway he will send 
them. All this was done, that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, 
saying, 

Tell ye the daughter of Sion, 

Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, 
Meek, and sitting upon an ass. 

And a colt the foal of an ass. 

And the disciples went, and did as Jesus 
commanded them, and brought the ass, and 
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the colt, and put on them their clothes, and 
they set him thereon. And a very great 
multitude spread their garments in the way; 
others cut down branches from the trees, 
and strawed them in the way. And the multi- 
tudes that went before, and that followed, 
cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of David: 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord; Hosanna in the highest. And when he 
was come into Jerusalem, all the city was 
moved, saying. Who is this? And the multi- 
tude said. This is Jesus the prophet of 
Nazareth of Galilee. 


Gleaming the Temple , 

And Jesus went into the temple of God, 
and cast out all them that sold and bought 
in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the 






HEAREST THOU WHAT THESE PEOPLE SAY? 


Very often the man in the street is nearer the truth than the experts when he is left 
to himself to form his own judgement on the things he hears and sees. Left to themselves 
the people cried, ‘Hosanna to the son of David’ . It was when they were falsely led 
that they cried, ‘Crucify Him.’. 


moneychangers, and these ats of them that 
sold doves, and said unto them, It is written, 
My house shall be called the house of prayer ; 
but ye have made it a den of thieves. And the 
blind and the lame came to him in the temple ; 
and he healed them. And when the chief 
priests and scribes saw the wonderful things 
thathe did, and the childrencryingin the tem- 
ple, and saying. Hosanna to the son of David ; 
they were sore displeased, and said unto him, 
Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus 
saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, 
Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings 
thou hast perfected praise ? And he left them, 
and went out of the city into Bethany ; and 
he lodged there. 


A Fruitless Tree 

Now in the morning as he returned into 
the city, he hungered. And when he saw a 
fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found 
nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said 
unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee hence- 
forward for ever. And presently the fig nee 
withered away. And when the disciples saw 
it, they marvelled, saying, How soon is the 
fig' nee withered away! Jesus answered and 
said unto them, Verily I say unto you. If ye 
have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only 
do this which is done to the fig tree, but also 
if ye shall say unto this mountain. Be thou 
removed, and be thou cast into the sea; 
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it shall be done. And all things, whatsoever 
ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall 
receive. . 

Self ^mealing Questions 

And when he was come into the temple, 
the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came unto him as he was teaching, and said, 
By what authority doest thou these things? 
and who gave thee this authority? And 
Jesus answered and said unto them, I also 
will ask you one thing, which if ye tell me, 

I in like wise will tell you by what authority 
I do these things. The baptism of John, 
whence was it? from heaven, or of men? 
And' they reasoned with themselves, saying, 
If we shall say. From heaven; he will say 
unto us. Why did ye not then believe him? 
But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the 
people; for all hold John as a prophet. And 
they answered Jesus, and said. We cannot 
tell. And he said unto them. Neither tell I 
you by what authority I do these things. But 
what think ye ? A certain man had two sons ; 
and he came to the first, and said. Son, go 
work to day in my vineyard. He answered 
and said, I will not; but afterward he re- 
pented, and went. And he came to the 
second, and said likewise. And he answered 
and said, I go, sir: and went not. Whether of 
them twain did the will of his father? They 
say unto him, The first. Jesus saith unto 
them, Verily I say unto you. That the publi- 
cans and the harlots go into the kingdom of 
God before you. For John came unto you 
in the way of righteousness, and ye believed 
him not: but the publicans and the harlots 
believed him: and ye, when ye had seen it, 
repented not afterward, that ye might believe 
him. 

Self-judgement 

Hear another parable: There was a cer- 
tain householder, which planted a vine- 
yard, and hedged it round about, and digged 
a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let 
it out to husbandmen, and went into a far 
country: and when the time of the fruit drew 
near, he sent his servants to the husbandmen, 
that they might receive the fruits of it. And 
the husbandmen took his servants, and beat 
one, and killed another, and stoned another. 
Again, he sent other servants more than the 
first: and they did unto them likewise. But 


last of all he sent unto them his ion, saying, 
They will reverence my son. But when the 
husbandmen saw the son, they said among 
themselves. This is the heir; come, let us Mil 
him, and let us seize on his inheritance. And 
they caught Mm, and cast him out of the 
vineyard, and slew him. When the lord 
therefore of the vineyard cometh, what wilt 
he do unto those husbandmen? They say 
unto Mm, He will miserably destroy those 
wicked men, and will let out his vineyard unto 
other husbandmen, which shall render him 
the fruits in their seasons. Jesus saith unto 
them. Did ye never read in the scriptures. 

The stone which the builders rejected. 

The same is become the head of the 
corner: 

TMs is the Lord’s doing. 

And it is marvellous in our eyes? 
Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of 
God shall be taken from you, and given to a 
nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. And 
whosoever shall fail on this stone shall be 
broken; but on whomsoever it shall fall, it 
will grind him to powder. And when the 
chief priests and Pharisees had heard his 
parables, they perceived that he spake of 
them. But when they sought to lay hands on 
Mm, they feared the multitude, because they 
took Mm for a prophet. 

Christ Exposes their Self-will 

And Jesus answered and spake unto them 
again by parables, and said. The kingdom of 
heaven is like unto a certain king, wMch 
made a marriage for Ms son, and sent forth 
Ms servants to call them that were bidden 
to the wedding: and they would not come. 
Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, 
Tell them wMch are bidden. Behold, I have 
prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fat- 
lings are killed, and all things are ready: 
come unto the marriage. But they made 
light of it, and went their ways, one to Ms 
farm, another to Ms merchandise: and the 
remnant took Ms servants, and entreated 
them spitefully, and slew them. But when 
the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and 
he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those 
murderers, and burned up their city. Then 
saith he to Ms servants. The wedding is 
ready; but they wMch were bidden were not 
worthy. Go ye therefore into the Mghways, 
and as many as ye shall find, bid to the 
marriage. So those servants went out into 
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the highways* and gathered together all as 
many as they found* both bad and good:' 
and the wedding was furnished with guests. 
And when the king came in to see the guests* 
he saw there a man which had not on a wed- 
ding garment : and he saith unto him* Friend* 
how earnest thou in hither not having a 
wedding garment? And he was speechless. 
Then said the king to the servants* Bind him 
hand and foot* and take him away* and cast 
him into outer darkness; there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many 
are called* but few are chosen. 

Their Wicked Plot 

Then went the Pharisees* and took counsel 
how they might entangle him in his talk. 
And they sent out unto him their disciples 
with the Herodians* saying* Master* we know 
that thou art true* and readiest the way of 
God in truth* neither cares t thou for any 
man: for thou regardest not the person of 
men. Tell us therefore* What thinkest thou? 
Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar* or not? 
But Jesus perceived their wickedness* and 
said* Why tempt ye me* ye hypocrites ? Shew 
me the tribute money. And they brought 
unto him a penny. And he saith unto them* 
Whose is this image and superscription? 
They say unto him* Caesar’s. Then saith he 
unto them* Render therefore unto Caesar 
the things which are Caesar’s; and unto God 
the things that are God’s. When they had 
heard these words* they marvelled* and left 
him* and went their way. 

Their Foolish Ignorance 

The same day came to him the Sadducees* 
which say that there is no resurrection, and 
asked him* saying* Master, Moses said* If a 
man die* having no children* his brother 
shall marry his wife* and raise up seed unto 
Ms brother. Now there were with us seven 
brethren: and the first* when he had married 
a wife, deceased* and* having no issue* left 
Ms wife unto Ms brother : likewise the second 
also* and the third* unto the seventh. And 
last of all the woman died also. Therefore in 
the resurrection whose wife shall she be of the 
seven? for they all had her. Jesus answered 
and said unto them* Ye do err* not knowing 
the scriptures* nor the power of God. For 
in the resurrection they neither marry* nor 
are given in marriage* but are as the angels 
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of God in heaven. But as touching the resur- 
rection of the dead* have ye not read that 
which was spoken unto you by God* saying* 
I am the God of Abraham* and the God of 
Isaac* and the God of Jacob? God is not the 
God of the dead* but of the living. And 
when the multitude heard this* they were 
astonished at Ms doctrine. 


But when the Pharisees had heard that 
he had put the Sadducees to silence, they 
were gathered together. Then one of them, 
which was a lawyer* asked him a question* 
tempting him* and saying* Master* which is 
the great commandment in the law? Jesus 
said unto him* Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart* and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind. TMs is the first and 
great commandment. And the second is like 
unto it* Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. On these two commandments hang 
all the law and the prophets. 

WMle the Pharisees were gathered to- 
gether* Jesus asked them* saying, What think 
ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto 
Mm* The son of David. He saith unto them* 
How then doth David in spirit cal Mm 
Lord* saying* 

The Lord said unto my Lord* 

Sit thou on my right hand. 

Till I make thine enemies thy footstool? 
If David then call him Lord, how is he Ms 
son? And no man was able to answer him a 
word* neither durst any man from that day 
forth ask him any more questions. 


Then spake Jesus to the multitude* and to 
Ms disciples* saying, The scribes and the 
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat: all therefore 
whatsoever they bid you observe* that observe 
and do; but do not ye after their works: for 
they say* and do not. For they bind heavy 
burdens and grievous to be borne* and lay 
them on men’s shoulders; but they them- 
selves will not move them with one of their 
fingers. But all their works they do for to be 
seen of men: they make broad their phylac- 
teries* and enlarge the borders of their gar- 
ments, and love the uppermost rooms at 
feasts* and the cMef seats in the synagogues, 
and greetings in the markets* and to be called 
of men* Rabbi* Rabbi. But be not ye called 
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A Word to the People 


ST. MATTHEW 23, 8 

Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; 
and all ye are brethren. And cal no man 
your father upon the earth; for one is your 
Father, which is in heaven. Neither be ye 
called masters; for one is your Master, even 
Christ. But he that is greatest among you 
shall be your servant. And whosoever shall 
exalt himself shall be abased; and he that 
shall, humble himself shall be exalted* 

An Age of Evil 

But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of 
heaven against men; for ye neither go in 
yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are 
entering to go in. Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows* 
houses, .and for a pretence make long prayer: 
therefore ye shall receive the greater damna- 
tion. 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites! for ye compass sea and land to make 
one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make 
Mm twofold more the child of hell than 
yourselves. 

Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say. 
Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is 
nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the 
gold of the temple, he is a debtor! Ye fools 
and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, 
or the temple that sanctifieth the gold ? And, 
Whosoever shall swear by .the altar, it is 
nothing; but whosoever sweareth by the gift 
that is upon it, he is guilty* Ye fools and 
blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or the 
altar that sanctifieth the gift? Whoso there- 
fore shall swear by the altar, sweareth by it, 
and by all things thereon. And whoso shall 
swear by the temple, sweareth by it, and by 
him that dwelleth therein. And he that shall 
swear by heaven, sweareth by the throne of 
God, and by him that sitteth thereon. 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise 
and cummin, and have omitted the weightier 
matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and 
faith: these ought ye to have done, and 
\ not to leave the other undone. Ye blind 
guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow 
a camel. 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites! for ye make clean the outside of the 
cup and of the platter, but within they are 
full of extortion and excess. Thou blind 
Pharisee, cleanse first that wMch is within 


the cup and platter, that the outside of them 
may be clean also* 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, 
which Indeed appear beautiful outward, but 
are within full of dead meMs bones, and of 
ail uncleanness. Even so ye also outwardly 
appear righteous unto men, but within ye 
are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of 
the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of 
the righteous, and say, If we had been 
in the days of our fathers, we would not 
have been partakers with them in the blood 
of the prophets. Wherefore ye be witnesses 
unto yourselves, that ye are the children 
of them which killed the prophets. Fill 
ye up then the measure of your fathers. 
Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how 
can ye escape the damnation of hell ? Where- 
fore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and 
wise men, and scribes; and some of them 
ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them 
shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and 
persecute them from city to city: that upon 
you may come ail the righteous blood shed 
upon the earth, from the blood of righteous 
Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of 
Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple 
and the altar. Verily I say unto you, All 
these things shall come upon this genera- 
tion. 

A Lament for Jerusalem 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest 
the prophets, and stonest them which are 
sent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a 
hen gathered! her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not! Behold, your house is 
left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, 
Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall 
sav. Blessed is he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord. 

Evil Days for the Temple 

And Jesus went out, and departed from 
the temple: and his disciples came to him 
for to shew him the buildings of the temple. 
And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all 
these things? verily I say unto you, There 
shall not be left here one stone upon another, 
that shall not be thrown down. 



THE END OF THE WORLD 

St. Matt. 24, 3-51 

The modem interpretation of this difficult sec- 
tion is that* in the main, it refers to the ap- 
proaching destruction of Jerusalem* which to 
the Jews would be the end of the age — the age 
of Judaism — and a * Coming of the Son of 
man\ That does not cover all the ground 
Much is still a matter of critical research ; But 
it is clear * however the chapter is read* that it 
does not provide* and Jesus did not intend it 
to provide* a definite answer to the questions 
about the future that were put to Him . The 
important thing* He says * is to be ready for the 
end when it does come . Be prepared and watch- 
fid* but go on with your work . Do not stand 
idly waiting . 

And as he sat upon the mount of Olives* 
the disciples came unto him privately* saying* 
Tell us* when shall these things be ? and what 
shall be the sign of thy coming* and of the end 
of the world? And Jesus answered and said 
unto them* Take heed that no man deceive 
you. For many shall come in my name* 
saying* I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 
And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of 
wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all 
these things must come to pass* but the end 
is not yet. For nation shall rise against 
nation* and kingdom against kingdom: and . 
there shall be famines* and pestilences* and 
earthquakes* in divers places. All these are 
the beginning of sorrows. Then shall they 
deliver you up to be afflicted* and shall kill 
you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for 
my name’s sake. And then shall many be 
offended* and shall betray one another* and 
shall hate one another. And many false 
prophets shall rise* and shall deceive many. 
And because iniquity shall abound* the 
love of many shall wax cold. But he that 
shall endure unto the end* the same shall 
be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached in all the world for a wit- 
ness unto all nations ; and then shall the end 
come. 

When ye therefore shall see the abomina- 
tion of desolation* spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet, stand in the holy place* (whoso 
readeth* let him understand:) then let them 
which be in Judaea flee into the mountains : 
let him which is on the housetop not come 
down to take any thing out of his house: 
neither let him which is in the field return 
back to take his clothes. And woe unto them 
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that are with child* and to them that give 
suck in those days! But pray ye that your 
flight be not in the winter, neither on, the 
sabbath day: for then shall be great tribula- 
tion* such as was not since the beginning of 
the world to this time, no* nor ever shall be. 
And except those days should be shortened* 
there should no flesh be„ saved: but for the 
elect’s sake those days shall be shortened. 
Then if any man shall say unto you* Lo* here 
is Christ* or there; believe it not. For there 
shall arise false Christs* and false prophets, 
and shall shew great signs and wonders; 
insomuch that* if it were possible* they shall 
deceive the very elect. Behold* I have told 
you before. Wherefore if they shall say unto 
you* Behold* he is in the desert ; go not forth: 
behold* he is in the secret chambers; believe 
it not. For as the lightning cometh out of 
the east, and shineth even unto the west; so 
shall also the coming of the Son of man 
be. For wheresoever the carcase is, there 
will the eagles be gathered together. 

Immediately after the tribulation of those 
days shall the sun be darkened* and the 
moon shall not give her light* and the stars 
shall fall from heaven* and the powers of 
the heavens shall be shaken: and then shall 
appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven : 
and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn* and they shall see the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory. And he shall send his angels 
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 
shall gather together his elect from the 
four winds* from one end of heaven to the 
other. 

Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When 
his branch is yet tender* and putteth forth 
leaves* ye know that summer is nigh: so 
likewise ye* when ye shall see all these things, 
know that it is near* even at the doors. Verily 
I say unto you* This generation shall not 
pass* till all these things be fulfilled. Heaven 
and earth shall pass away* but my words 
shall not pass away. But of that day and 
hour knoweth no man* no* not the angels of 
heaven* but my Father only. But as the 
days of Noe were, so shall also the coming 
of the Son of man be. For as in the days that 
were before the flood they were eating and 
drinking* marrying and giving in marriage* 
until the day that Noe entered into the ark* 
and knew not until the flood came, and took 
them all away; so shall also the coming of 
the Son of man be. Then shall two be in the 
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field; the one shall be taken, and the other 
left. Two women shall be grinding at the 
mill; the one shall be taken, and the other 
left. Watch therefore; for ye know not 
what hour your Lord doth come. But know 
this, that if the goodman of the house had 
known in what watch the thief would 
come, he would have watched, and would 
not have suffered his house to be broken 
up. Therefore be' ye also ready; for in 
such an hour as ye think not the Son of man 
cometh. 

Who then is a faithful and wise servant, 
whom his lord hath made ruler over his 
household, to give them meat in due season? 
Blessed is that servant, whom Ms lord when 
he cometh shall find so doing. Verily I say 
unto you. That he shall make him ruler over 
all his goods. But and if that evil servant 
shall say in his heart. My lord delayeth his 
coming; and shall begin to smite his fellow- 
servants, and to eat and drink with the 
drunken; the lord of that servant shall come 
in a day when he looketh not for him, and 
in an hour that he is not aware of, and shall 
cut him asunder, and appoint Mm Ms portion 
with the hypocrites : there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 

The Tm Virgins 

Then shall the kingdom of heaven be 
likened unto ten virgins, wMch took their 
lamps, and went forth to meet the bride- 
groom. And live of them were wise, and five 
were foolish. They that were foolish took 
their lamps, and took no oil with them: but 
the wise took oil in their vessels with their 
lamps. While the bridegroom tarried, they 
all slumbered and slept. And at midnight 
there was a cry made. Behold, the bride- 
groom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then 
all those virgins arose, and trimmed their 
lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, 
Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone 
out. But the wise answered, saying. Not so; 
lest there be not enough for us and you: but 
go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for 
yourselves. And wMle they went to buy, 
the bridegroom came; and they that were 
ready went in with him to the marriage: 
and the door was shut. Afterward came 
also the other virgins, saying. Lord, Lord, 
open to us. But he answered and said. 
Verily 1 say unto you, I know you not. 
Watch therefore, for ye know neither the 


day nor the hour wherein the Son of man 
cometh. 

Parable of the Talents 

For the kingdom of heaven is as a man 
travelling into a far country, who called his 
own servants, and delivered unto them Ms 
goods. And unto one he gave five talents, to ;,f 

another two, and to another one; to every ’ 

man according to his several ability; and 
straightway took Ms journey. Then he that 
had received the five talents went and traded 
with the same, and made them other five 
talents. And likewise he that had received 
two, he also gained other two. But he that 
had received one went and digged in the 
earth, and Md Ms lord's money. After a long 
time the lord of those servants cometh, and 
reckoneth with them. And so he that had 
received five talents came and brought other : 
five talents, saying. Lord, thou deiiveredst 
unto me five talents ; behold, 1 have gained \ 
beside them five talents more. His lord 
said unto him. Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over 
a few things, I will make thee ruler over many 
things : enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 

He also that had received two talents came 
and said. Lord, thou deiiveredst unto me i 
two talents : behold, I have gained two other i 1 
talents beside them. His lord said unto 
him. Well done, good and, faithful servant; 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I 
I will make thee ruler over many things: 
enter thou into the joy of thy lord. Then 
he wMch had received the one talent came 
and said. Lord, I knew thee that thou art 
an hard man, reaping where thou hast not 
sown, and gathering where thou hast not 
strawed: and I was afraid, and went and Md 
thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast 
that is thine. His lord answered and said 
unto him. Thou wicked and slothful servant, 
thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, 
and gather where I have not strawed: thou 
oughtest therefore to have put my money to 
the exchangers, and then at my coming I 
should have received mine own with usury. 
Take therefore the talent from him, and 
give it unto him wMch hath ten talents. For 
unto every one that hath shall be given, and 
he shall have abundance: but from him that 
hath not shall be taken away even that which 
he hath. And cast ye the unprofitable servant 
into outer darkness: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 
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The Lord* $ Judgement 

When the Son of man shall come in his 
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then 
shall he sit upon the throne of his glory : and 
before him shall be gathered all nations : and 
he shall separate them one from another, as 
a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats : 
and he shall set the sheep on his right hand, 
but the goats on the left. Then shall the 
King say unto them on his right hand. Come, 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world: for I was an hungred, and ye gave me 
meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: 
1 was a stranger, and ye took me in: naked, 
and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye 
visited me; I was in prison, and ye came unto 
me. Then shall the righteous answer him, 
saying. Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, 
and fed thee ? or thirsty, and gave thee drink ? 
When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee 
in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw 
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we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto 
thee? And the King shall answer and say 
unto them. Verily I say unto you, Imsmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 
Then shall he say also unto them on the left 
hand. Depart from me, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels: for I was an hungred, and ye gave 
me no meat : I was thirsty, and ye gave me no 
drink : I was a stranger, and ye took me not 
in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and 
in prison, and ye visited me not. Then shall 
they also answer him, saying. Lord, when 
saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a 
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, 
and did not minister unto thee? Then 
shall he answer them, saying. Verily I say 
unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one 
of the least of these, ye did it not to me. 
And these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment: but the righteous into life 
eternal. 


THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS 


St, Matthew 26, i — 27, 66 


It may help us to understand the moving events of these chapters if we distinguish the 
three points of view that are brought together in the narrative. There is, first of ally what 
we might call the outside point of view, that of the people, including the disciples . To 
them the Cross was an execution or a tragedy. There is the view of Christ Himself, the 
inside view. How did He look upon the Cross? As the path of His duty — unavoidable, 
difficult, and painful, demanding obedience unto death. But note, too— for it is this that 
makes His obedience the perfect offering— the willing , loving spirit of His obedience , and 
in His sufferings no word of bitterness or hatred, but a prayer for the forgiveness of 
those who caused them. In the third place, over and above these two views, there is that 
of God, We would not presume even to suggest what that might be. But it is evident, 
from the words of the Saviour Son of God, that, in some way beyond our comprehension, 
it was part of the Divine Purpose, or brought into that Purpose, for the sake of our 
redemption. It was God’s remedy for sin. 


AND it came to pass, when Jesus had 
finished all these sayings, he said unto his 
disciples, Ye know that after two days is the 
feast of the passover, and the Son of man is 
betrayed to be crucified. Then assembled 
together the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and the elders of the people, unto the palace 
of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, 
and consulted that they might take Jesus 
by subtilty, and kill him. But they said. 
Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar 
among the people. 


The Anointing 

Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the 
house of Simon the leper, there came unto 
him a woman having an alabaster box of very 
precious ointment, and poured it on his head* 
as he sat at meat. But when his disciples saw 
it, they had indignation, saying, To what 
purpose is this waste? For this ointment 
might have been sold for much, and given to 
the poor. When Jesus understood it, he said 
unto them. Why trouble ye the woman? for 


9 gy 



ST. MATTHEW 26, io 

she bath wrought a good work upon me. For 
ye Slave the poor always with you; but me ye 
have not always. For In that she hath poured 
this ointment on my body, she did- it for my 
burial. Verily 1 say unto you, Wheresoever 
this gospel shall be preached in the whole 
world, there shall also this, that this woman 
hath done, be told for a memorial of her. 


The Betrayal 

Then one of the twelve, called Judas 
Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, and said 
unto them. What will ye give me, and I 
will deliver him unto you? And they cove- 
nanted with Mm for thirty pieces of silver. 
And from that time he sought opportunity 
to betray him. 


THE EAST SUPPER St. Matt. 26 , 17-30 

Jesus had kept secret the time and place of 
meeting . He wished this hour with His disciples 
to be undisturbed. The time had come for Him 
to tell them the real meaning of His approaching 
death and* before it happened , to make closer and 
more abiding, more personal and spiritual the 
bond between Him and them . He would im- 
part Himself to them that they might live in 
mystical union with Him . 

Now the first day of the feast of unleavened 
bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying 
unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare 
for thee to eat the passover? And he said. 
Go into the city to such a man, and say unto 
him. The Master saith, My time is at hand; 
I will keep the passover at thy house with 
my disciples. And the disciples did as Jesus 
had appointed them; and they made ready 
the passover. 

Now when the even was come, he sat 
down with the twelve. And as they did eat, 
he said. Verily I say unto you, that one of 
you shall betray me. And they were exceed- 
ing sorrowful, and began every one of them 
to say unto him. Lord, is it I? And he 
answered and said. He that dippeth his hand 
with me in the dish, the same shall betray 
me. The Son of man goeth as it is written 
of him: but woe unto that man by whom 
the Son of man is betrayed! it had been good 
for that man if he had not been born. Then 
Judas, which betrayed him, answered and 


said. Master, is it I? He said unto him. 
Thou hast said. 

And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, 
and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my 
body. Andhetc»kthemp,andgavetliante, 
and gave it to them, saying. Drink ye aH of 
it; for this is my blood of the new testament, 
which is shed for many for the remission of 
sins. But I say unto you, I will not drink 
henceforth of this fruit of 'the vine, until 
that day when I drink it new with you in my 
Father's kingdom. 

And when they had sung an hymn, they 
went out into the mount of Olives. 

Peter's Denial Foretold 

Then saith Jesus unto them. Ail ye shall 
be offended because of me this night : for it is, 
written, I will smite the shepherd, and the 
sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad. 
But after I am risen again, I will go before 
you into Galilee. Peter answered and said 
unto him. Though all men shall be offended 
because of thee, yet will I never be offended. 
Jesus said unto him. Verily I say unto thee. 
That this night, before the cock crow, thou 
shalt deny me thrice. Peter said unto him, 
Though I should die with thee, yet will I 
not deny thee. Likewise also said all the 
disciples. 

Gethsemane 

Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place 
called Gethsemane, and saith unto the dis- 
ciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray 
yonder. And he took with him Peter and 
the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be 
sorrowful and very heavy. Then saith he 
unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, 
even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch 
with me. And he went a little farther, and fell 
on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, 
if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: 
nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt. 
And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth 
them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, 
could ye not watch with me one hour? Watch 
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: 
the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak. He went away again the second time, 
and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this 
cup may not pass away from me, except I 
drink it, thy will be done. And he came and 




There came unto Him a woman having an alabaster jar of very precious ointment 


how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, 
that thus it must be? In that same hour said 
Jesus to the multitudes. Are ye come out as 
against a thief with swords and staves for to 
take me ? I sat daily with you teaching in the 
temple, and ye laid no hold on me. But ah 
this was done, that the scriptures of the 
prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the 
disciples forsook him, and fled. 


found them asleep again: for their eyes were 
heavy. And he left them, and went away 
again, and prayed the third time, saying the 
same words. Then cometh he to his dis- 
ciples, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, 
and take your rest: behold, the hour is at 
hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into 
the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going: 
behold, he is at hand that doth betray me. 


Jesus Before Caiaphas 

And they that had laid hold on Jesus led 
him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where 
the scribes and the elders were assembled. 
But Peter followed him afar off unto die 
high priest’s palace, and went in, and sat with 
the servants, to see the end. Now the chief 
priests, and elders, and all the council, sought 
false witness against Jesus, to put him to 
death; but found none: yea, though many 
false witnesses came, yet found they none. 
At the last came two false witnesses, and said, 
This fellow said, I am able to destroy the 
temple of God, and to build it in three days. 
And the high priest arose, and said unto him, 
Answerest thou nothing? what is it which 
these witness against thee? But Jesus held 
his peace. And the high priest answered 
and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living 
God, that thou tell us whether thou be the 
Christ, the Son of God. Jesus saith unto 


The Arrest 

And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of 
the twelve, came, and with him a great multi- 
tude with swords and staves, from the chief 
priests and elders of the people. Now he 
that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, 
Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he: 
hold him fast. And forthwith he came to 
Jesus, and said. Hail, master; and kissed him. 
And Jesus said unto him. Friend, wherefore 
art thou come? Then came they, and laid 
hands on Jesus, and took him. And, behold, 
one of them which were with Jesus stretched 
out his hand, and drew his sword, and struck 
a servant of the high priest’s, and smote off 
his ear. Then said Jesus unto him. Put up 
again thy sword into his place: for all they 
that take the sword shall perish with the 
sword. Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray 
to my Father, and he shall presently give 
me more than twelve legions of angels? But 
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him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto 
you. Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man 
sitting on the right hand of power, and 
coming in the clouds of heaven. Then the 
high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath 
spoken blasphemy; what further need have 
we of witnesses? behold, now ye have heard 
his blasphemy. What think ye? They an- 
swered and said. He Is guilty of death. Then 
did they spit in his face, and buffeted him; 
and others smote him with the palms of 
their hands, saying, Prophesy unto us, thou 
Christ, Who is he that smote thee? 

Peter* $ Denial 

Now Peter sat without in the palace: and 
a damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also 
wast with Jesus of Galilee. But he denied 
before them all, saying, 1 know not what 
thou sayest. And when he was gone out into 
the porch, another maid saw him, and said 
unto them that were there, This fellow was 
also with Jesus of Nazareth. And again he 
denied with an oath, I do not know the man. 
And after a while came unto him they that 
stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also 
art one of them; for thy speech bewrayeth 
thee. Then began he to curse and to swear, 
saying, I know not the man. And immedi- 
ately the cock 'crew. And Peter remembered 
the word of Jesus, which said unto him. 
Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me 
thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly. 

Jesus taken to Pilate 

When the morning was come, all the chief 
priests and elders of the people took counsel 
against Jesus to put him to death: and when 
they had bound him, they led him away, and 
delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor. 

The Remorse of Judas 

Then Judas, which had betrayed him, 
when he saw that he was condemned, re- 
pented himself, and brought again the thirty 
pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 
saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed 
the innocent blood. And they said. What is 
that to us? see thou to that. And he cast 
down the pieces of silver in the temple, and 
departed, and went and hanged himself. And 
the chief priests took the silver pieces, and 
said. It is not lawful for to put them into the 


treasury, because it is the price of blood. 
And they took counsel, and bought with 
them the potter’s field, to bury strangers in. 
Wherefore that field was called, The field 
of blood, unto this day. Then was fulfilled 
that which was spoken by Jeremy the pro- 
phet, saying, And they took the thirty pieces 
of silver, the price of him that was valued, 
whom they of the children of Israel did 
value; and gave them for the potter’s field, 
as the Lord appointed me. 

Jesus Before Pilate 

And Jesus stood before the governor: and 
the governor asked him, saying, Art thou 
the King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto 
him. Thou sayest. And when he was accused 
of the chief priests and eiders, he answered 
nothing. Then said Pilate unto him. Hear- 
est thou not how many things they witness 
against thee ? And he answered him to never 
a word; insomuch that the governor mar- 
velled greatly. Now at that feast the governor 
was wont to release unto the people a 
prisoner, whom they would. And they had 
then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas. 
Therefore when they were gathered together, 
Pilate said unto them. Whom wiH ye that 
I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which 
is called Christ? For he knew that for envy 
they had delivered him. When he was set 
down on the judgment seat, his wife sent 
unto him, saying. Have thou nothing to do 
with that just man: for I have suffered many 
things this day in a dream because of him. 
But the chief priests and elders persuaded 
the multitude that they should ask Barabbas, 
and destroy Jesus. The governor answered 
and said unto them. Whether of the twain 
will ye that I release unto you? They said, 
Barabbas. Pilate saith unto them, What shall 
I do then with Jesus which is called Christ? 
They all say unto him. Let him be crucified. 
And the governor said. Why, what evE hath 
he done? But they cried out the more, 
saying. Let him be crucified. When Pilate 
saw that he could prevail nothing, but that 
rather a tumult was made, he took water, 
and washed his hands before the multitude, 
saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just 
person: see ye to it. Then answered all the 
people, and said. His blood be on us, and on 
our children. Then released he Barabbas 
unto them : and when he had scourged Jesus, 
he delivered him to be crucified. 


THEN SAID THE CENTURION* TRULY THIS WAS THE SON OF GOD 

Every man, when he stands before this Cross, must form his own judgement of who 4 has 
happened there, or, more particularly, say what name and place in his thought and life 
he will give to Him who hung and suffered there. 


The Crown of Thorns 

Then the soldiers of the governor took 
Jesus into the common hall, and gathered 
unto him the whole band of soldiers. And 
they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet 
robe. And when they had platted a crown 
of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a 
reed in his right hand: and they bowed the 
knee before him, and mocked him, saying, 
Hail, King of the Jews! And they spit upon 


him, and took the reed, and smote him on 
the head. And after that they had mocked 
him, they took the robe off from him, and 
put his own raiment on him, and led him 
away to crucify him. 

The Crucifixion 

And as they came out, they found a man 
of Gyrene, Simon by name: him they com- 
pelled to bear his cross. And when they 
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were come unto a place called Golgotha, that 
is to say, a place of a skull, they gave Mm 
vinegar to drink mingled with gall ; and when 
he had tasted thereof, he would not drink. 
And they crucified him, and parted Ms gar« 
meats, casting lots; that it might be ful- 
filled wMch was spoken by the prophet, 
They parted my garments among them, and 
upon my vesture did they cast lots. And 
sitting down they watched him there; and 
set up over Ms head Ms accusation written, 
THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE 
JEWS* Then were there two tMeves cruci- 
fied with him, one on the right hand, and 
another on the left. And they that passed by 
reviled him, wagging their heads, and saying, 

. Thou that destroyest the temple, and buiidest 
it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the 
Son of God, come down from the cross, 
likewise also the cMef priests mocking Mm, 
with the scribes; and elders, said. He saved 
others; himself he cannot save. If he be the 
King of Israel, let him now come down from 
the cross, and we will believe him. He trusted 
in God; let him deliver him now, if he will 
have him: for he said, I am the Son of God. 
The thieves also, which were crucified with 
him, cast the same in his teeth. 

At the Foot of the Cross 

\ Now from the sixth hour there was dark- 
ness over all the land unto the ninth hour. 
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a 
loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? 
that is to say, My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me ? x Some of them that stood 
there, when they heard that, said, TMs man 
calleth for Elias. And straightway one of 
them ran, and took a sponge, and filled it 
with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave 
him to drink. The rest said. Let be, let us see 
whether Elias will come to save him. Jesus, 
when he had cried again with a loud voice, 
yielded up the ghost. And, behold, the veil 
of the temple was rent in twain from the 
top to the bottom; and the earth did quake. 


and the rocks rent; and the graves were 
opened ; and many bodies of the saints which 
slept arose, and came out of the graves after 
Ms resurrection, and went into the holy city, 
and appeared u nto many. Now when the 
centurion, and they that were with Mm, 
watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and 
those things that were done, they feared 
greatly, saying. Truly this was the Son of 
God. And many women were there behold- 
ing afar off, which followed Jesus from 
Galilee, ministering unto him; among wMch 
was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother 
of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebe- 
dee*s children. 

The Burial of Jesus 

When the even was come, there came a 
rich man of Arimathiea, named Joseph, who 
also himself was Jesus’ disciple: he went to 
Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then 
Pilate commanded the body to be delivered. 
And when Joseph had taken the body, he 
wrapped it in a dean linen cloth, and laid it 
in Ms own new tomb, wMch he had hewn 
out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone 
to the door of the sepulchre, and departed. 
And there was Mary Magdalene, and the 
other Mary, sitting over against the sepulchre. 

The Sepulchre Sealed 

Now the next day, that followed the day 
of the preparation, the chief priests and 
Pharisees came together unto Pilate, saying, 
Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, 
while he was yet alive. After three days I will 
rise again. Command therefore that the 
sepulchre be made sure until the third day, 
lest Ms disciples come by night, and steal 
him away, and say unto the people. He is 
risen from the dead: so the last error shall 
be worse than the first. Pilate said unto 
them. Ye have a watch: go your way, make 
it as sure as ye can. So they went, and made 
the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and 
setting a watch. 


1 Many are perplexed by this verse. It seems incredible that such words could ever have passed the lips 
of Jesus, even under the anguish of the Cross. But the Evangelist quotes the words without the slightest 
indication that he felt as we do about them. Apparently, they did not carry to his mind any sense of defeat 
and desolation. Perhaps because they were the words of a hymn that was familiar to him. Psalm 22 was 
one of the favourite hymns of Israel. It begins with a cry of despair, a personal cry, but it ends with a chorus 
of praise throughout the earth, for what God will accomplish through His suffering servant. It is the hymn 
that holds the hope of the Messianic Age, For Jesus the Messiah in His last hour, and, according to Matthew, 
with His last words, to repeat it, or recall it, meant the confirmation, not the contradiction, of all that His 
disciples had grown to believe about Him. To those who had not this religious background the words were 
incomprehensible, and by them mistakenly interpreted. 



THE RESURRECTION OP JESUS St. Matthew 28 , 1-20 

It is the resurrection of Jesus which makes the Cross the Christian’s hope of glory. If 
God can triumph over the tragedy of Calvary , as He has done , then there is no tragedy 
in human life that He cannot overrule and graciously' turn into a blessing for mankind . 
If He can, against all the forces of sin and deaths bring the Man who trusts in Him 
safely through to His eternal destiny — and the resurrection of Jesus leaves us in no doubt 
about it — then there is, in this world, nothing that man need fear. He has the hope of 
victory and the spirit of a conqueror through that knowledge of God which the Son of God 
has given to him . 


IN the end of the sabbath, as it began to 
dawn toward the first day of the week, came 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see 
the sepulchre. And, behold, there was a 
great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven, and came and rolled 
back the stone from the door, and sat upon 
it. His countenance was like lightning, and 
his raiment white as snow: and for fear of 
Mm the keepers did shake, and became as 
dead men. And the angel answered and said 
unto the women. Fear not ye: for I know 
that ye seek Jesus, wMch was crucified. He 
is not here : for he is risen, as he said. Come, 
see the place where the Lord lay. And go 
quickly, and tell Ms disciples that he is risen 
from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before 
you into Galilee; there shall ye see Mm: lo, 
I have told you. And they departed quickly 
from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; 
and did run to bring Ms disciples word. And 
as they went to tell Ms disciples, behold, 
Jesus met them, saying. All hail. And they 
came and held Mm by the feet, and wor- 
shipped him. Then said Jesus unto them, 
Be not afraid : go tell my brethren that they 
go into Galilee, and there shall they see me. 

Now when they were going, behold, some 


of the watch came into the city, and shewed 
unto the cMef priests all the things that were 
done. And when they were assembled with 
the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave 
large money unto the soldiers, saying, Say 
ye. His disciples came by night, and stole 
him away while we slept. And if this come 
to the governor’s ears, we will persuade him, 
and secure you. So they took the money, 
and did as they were taught: and this saying 
is commonly reported among the Jews until 
this day. 

With You Always 

Then the eleven disciples went away into 
Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had 
appointed them. And when they saw Mm, 
they worshipped him: but some doubted. 
And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, 
All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
teaching them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world. Amen. 


ST. MARK 

TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY FOR ALL PEOPLE 


Are me fully awake to the fact that Christianity is a living movement , a body of living 
men and women , warm in fellowship and friendliness, keenly interested in the pursuit of 
a glorious purpose, and ■ enjoying experiences that are incomparable with anything the 
pleasures of the world have to offer? Or does this describe the Christianity of a bygone 
age? It ought not to, for this is its essential character . God's people are , or should be, 
in spite of whatever life brings ; God's family on earth , united in championing His Cause, 
and brightening the lives of men with the joys of heaven. But just at the moment when 
the world needs a movement of this character, Christianity as a movement seems to 
have lost something of its vitality and pace, and given a chance to movements of a very 
different character to make headway . There is now much ground to be recovered and 
no time to be lost . Christianity is the only movement that can save the world, but only 
if it has the spirit of Christ within it, and every member thrilled with the purpose of 
Christ . Unfortunately we have , without realizing it, grown into the belief that Chris- 
tianity is an achievement, rather than a movement; something Christ did for us, 
once and for all, a long time ago; and that it only remains for us to accept and believe 
it . There is a sense in which this is true . He made, for our salvation, the one perfect 
and sufficient sacrifice, that no other could make, and that can never be repeated . But 
in His death His living spirit was liberated for living contact with living mm. And in 
that hour new hope was bom for mankind, a new era was begun, and with Him at its 
head, a new movement was launched, a glorious movement that we have the opportunity 
of joining. 


THE NEW LEADER 

HE beginning of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ* the Son of God; as it is 
written in the prophets* 

Behold* I send my messenger before 
thy face* 

Which shall prepare thy way before thee. 
The voice of one crying in the wilderness* 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord* 

Make his paths straight. 

John did baptize in the wilderness* and 
preach the baptism of repentance for the 
remission of sins. And there went out unto 
him all the land of Judaea* and they of Jeru- 
salem* and were all baptized of him in the 
river of Jordan* confessing their sins. And 
John was clothed with camel’s hair* and with 
a girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did 
eat locusts and wild honey; and preached* 
saying* There cometh one mightier than I 

' i ■ ■ - ' ; 
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after me* the latchet of whose shoes I am 
not worthy to stoop down and unloose. 1 
indeed have baptized you with water: but 
he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost. 

The Baptism and Temptation 

And it came to pass in those days* that 
Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee* and 
was baptized of John in Jordan. And straight- 
way coming up out of the water* he saw the 
heavens opened* and the Spirit like a dove 
descending upon him: and there came a 
voice from heaven* saying* Thou art my 
beloved Son* in whom I am well pleased. 

And immediately the Spirit driveth him 
into the wilderness. And he was there in 
the wilderness forty days* tempted of Satan; 
and was with the wild beasts; and the angels 
ministered unto him. 
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the voice of the people 

WE MUST OURSELVES KNOW MORE OF JESUS 

ST MARK CHAPTERS 1 , 14—6, 56 

We cannot go through this gospel without meeting crowds * and soon becoming part of 
them . For they are just Eke the crowds that one might come across anywhere * any time — 
made up of the ordinary men and women who belong to the common stock of humanity. 
But we are nearer to people of this kind than we are to the apostles . We would hesitate 
to join ourselves to the close friends of Jesus. We have not reached that stage of interest 
or discipleship. But we feel we have much in common with those who want to know 
more about Jesus $ who want to see Him for themselves * and hear with their own ears 
the words that fall from His lips . Our knowledge is vague and fragmentary. What we 
want is personal \ first-hand knowledge of the Living Lord of Man . 


HIS FIRST FOLLOWERS 

N OW after that John was put in 
prison* Jesus came into Galilee* 
preaching the gospel of the king- 
dom of God* and saying* The 
time is fulfilled* and the kingdom of God is 
at hand : repent ye* and believe the gospel. 

Brothers become Disciples 
Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee* 
he saw Simon and Andrew his brother cast- 
ing a net into the sea: for they were fishers. 
And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after 
me* and I will make you to become fishers 
of men. And straightway they forsook their 
nets* and followed him. And when he had 
gone a little further thence* he saw James 
the son of Zebedee* and John his brother* 
who also were in the ship mending their nets. 
And straightway he called them: and they 
left their father Zebedee in the ship with the 
hired servants* and went after him. 

Astonished People 

And they went into Capernaum; and 
straightway on the sabbath day he entered 
into the synagogue* and taught. And they 
were astonished at his doctrine : for he taught 
them as one that had authority, and not as 
the scribes. And there was in their syna- 
gogue a man with an unclean spirit ; and he 
cried out* saying* Let us alone; what have 
we to do with thee* thou Jesus of Nazareth? 
art thou come to destroy us? I know thee 
who thou art* the Holy One of God. And 
Jesus rebuked him* saying* Hold thy peace* 
and come out of him. And when the unclean 


St. Mark 1 , 14 — 6, 56 

spirit had tom him* and cried with a loud 
voice, he came out of him. And they were 
all amazed* insomuch that they questioned 
among themselves* saying, What thing is 
this? what new doctrine is this? for with 
authority commanded! he even the unclean 
spirits* and they do obey him. And imme- 
diately his fame spread abroad throughout 
all the region round about Galilee. 

A Mother Healed 

And forthwith* when they were come out 
of the synagogue* they entered into the house 
of Simon and Andrew* with James and John. 
But Simon's wife’s mother lay sick of a fever* 
and anon they tell him of her. And he came 
and took her by the hand* and lifted her 
up; and immediately the fever left her* and 
she ministered unto them, 

A Crowd at the Door 

And at even* when the sun did set* they 
brought unto him all that were diseased* and 
them that were possessed with devils. And 
all the city was gathered together at the door. 
And he healed many that were sick of divers 
diseases* and cast out many devils; and suf- 
fered not the devils to speak* because they 
knew him. 

All Men seek Jesus 

And in the morning* rising up a great 
while before day, he went out* and departed 
into a solitary place, and there prayed. And 
Simon and they that were with him followed 
after him . And when they had found him* 
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they said unto him, Ail men seek for thee. 
And he said unto them* Let us go into the 
next towns*, that I may preach there also: 
for therefore came I forth. And fie preached 
in their synagogues throughout all Galilee* 
and cast out devils. 

People from every Quarter 

And there came a leper to him* beseeching 
him* and kneeling down to Mm* and saying 
unto him* If thou wilt* thou camst make me 
clean. And Jesus, moved with compassion, 
put forth his hand , 5 and touched him, and 
saith unto him, I will; be thou clean. And 
as soon as he had spoken, immediately the 
leprosy departed from him, and he was 
cleansed. And he straitly charged him, and 
forthwith sent him away; and saith unto 
him. See thou say nothing to any man : but 
go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and 
offer for tidy cleansing those things which 
Moses commanded, for a testimony unto 
them. But he went out, and began to pub- 
lish it much, and to blaze abroad the matter, 
insomuch that Jesus could no more openly 
enter into the city, but was without in desert 
places: and they came to him from every 
quarter. 

Crowded Streets 

And' again he entered into Capernaum, 
after some days; and it was noised that he 
was in the house. And straightway many 
were gathered together, insomuch that there 
was no room to receive them, no, not so 
much as about the door: and he preached 
the word unto them. And they come unto 
him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which 
was borne of four. And when they could 
not come nigh unto him for the press, they 
uncovered the roof where he was : and when 
they had broken it up, they let down the bed 
wherein the sick of the palsy lay. When 
Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick 
of the palsy. Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. 
But there were certain of the scribes sitting 
there, and reasoning in their hearts. Why 
doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who 
can forgive sins but God only? And imme- 
diately when Jesus perceived in his spirit 
that they so reasoned within themselves, he 


said unto them, Why reason ye these things 
in your hearts? Whether is it easier to say 
to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven 
thee; or to say. Arise, and take up thy bed, 
and walk? But that ye may know that the 
Son of man hath power on earth to forgive 
sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) I say 
unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and 
go thy way into thine house. And imme- 
diately he arose, took up the bed, and went 
forth before them all; insomuch that they 
were all amazed, and glorified God, saying. 
We never saw it on this fashion. 

Publicans and Sinners 

And he went forth again by the sea side; 
and all the multitude resorted unto Mm, and 
he taught them. And as he passed by, he 
saw Levi the son of AlpMeus sitting at the 
receipt of custom , 1 2 and said unto him, Follow 
me. And he arose and followed him. 

And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at 
meat in his house, many publicans and sin- 
ners sat also together with Jesus and his 
disciples: for there were many, and they 
followed him. And when the scribes and 
Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and 
sinners, they said unto Ms disciples,' How 
is it that he eateth and driaketh with publi- 
cans and sinners? When Jesus heard it, he 
saith unto them. They that are whole have 
no need of the physician, but they that are 
sick: I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance. 

Perplexed People 

And the disciples of John and of the 
Pharisees used to fast: and they come and 
say unto him , 3 Why do the disciples of John 
and of the Pharisees fast, but thy disciples 
fast not? And Jesus said unto them. Can 
the children of the bridechamber fast, while 
the bridegroom is with them? as long as they 
have the bridegroom with them, they cannot 
fast. But the days will come, when the bride- 
groom shall be taken away from them, and 
then shall they fast in those days. No man 
also seweth a piece of new cloth on an old 
garment: else the new piece that filled it up 
taketh away from the old, and the rent is 
made worse. And no man putteth new wine 
into old bottles: else the new wine doth 


1 Compare this hands reaching out to touch and heal a man afflicted with a loathsome disease, with the 

withered hand on the opposite page, fh. 2. 

? The fact is mentioned because the tax-gatherers were reputed to be hard men, not given to changing their 
minds or lives. 3 It is a common fault, thinking that people who differ from us must be wrong. 



We will be there y too , say the Colonials , for we also would know Him . 


burst the bottles, and the wine is spilled, 
and the bottles will be marred : but new wine 
must be put into new bottles. 

Sabbath Day Scenes 

And it came to pass, that he went through 
the corn fields on the sabbath day; and his 
disciples began, as they went, to pluck the 
ears of corn. And the Pharisees said unto 
him. Behold, why do they on the sabbath 
day that which is not lawful? And he said 
unto them, Have ye never read what David 
did, when he had need, and was an hungred, 
he, and they that were with him? How he 
went into the house of God in the days of 
Abiathar the high priest, and did eat the 
shewbread, which is not lawful to eat but 
for the priests, and gave also to them which 
were with him? And he said unto them. 
The sabbath was made for man, and not 
man for the sabbath : 1 therefore the Son of 
man is Lord also of the sabbath. 

And he entered again into the synagogue; 
and there was a man there which had a 
withered hand . 2 And they watched him, 
whether he would heal him on the sabbath 
day; that they might accuse him. And he 
saith unto the man which had the withered 


hand, Stand forth. And he saith unto them. 
Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath days, 
or to do evil? to save life, or to kill? But 
they held their peace. And when he had 
looked round about on them with anger, 
being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, 
he saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine 
hand. And he stretched it out : and his hand 
was restored whole as the other. And the 
Pharisees went forth, and straightway took 
counsel with the Herodians against him, how 
they might destroy him. 

Multitudes by the Sea 
But Jesus withdrew himself with his dis- 
ciples to the sea : and a great multitude from 
Galilee followed him, and from Judaea, and 
from Jerusalem, and from Idumaea, and from 
beyond Jordan; and they about Tyre and 
Sidon, a great multitude, when they had 
heard what great things he did, came unto 
him. And he spake to his disciples, that a 
small ship should wait on him because of 
the multitude, lest they should throng him. 
For he had healed many; insomuch that 
they pressed upon him for to touch him, as 
many as had plagues. And unclean spirits, 
when they saw him, fell down before him, 


1 There is , i n religion, nothing that is not for man’s benefit. The prohibition of work on the sabb^h was not 
mrposeless law. if served to protect helpless people from oppressive masters, and to give men an opportunity 

discovering their souls and knowing their God. . « at defence 

2 A withered hand— that cannot be stretched out to help anyone in chanty, m good m 
persecuted people. Its cause in these days is often a withered heart. Its cure is to meet Chris 
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and cried, saying, Thou art the Son of 'God, 
And lie straitly charged them that they 
should not make him known. 

The Disciples of Jesus 
And he goeth up into a mountain, and 
caileth unto him whom he would : and they 
came unto him. And he ordained twelve, 
that they. should be with him, and that he 
might send them forth to preach, and to 
.have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast 
out devils; and Simon he surnamed Peter; 
and James the son of Zebedee, and John 
the brother of James ; and he surnamed them 
Boanerges, which is. The sons of thunder: 
and Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, 

: and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the 
son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon 
the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, which also 
betrayed him: and they went into an house. 

His Friends are Alarmed 
And the multitude cometh together again, 
so that they could not so much as eat bread. 
And when his friends heard of it, they went 
out to lay hold on him : for they said. He is 
beside himself. And the scribes which came 
down from Jerusalem said. He hath Beelze- 
bub, and by the prince of the devils casteth 
he out devils. And he called them unto him, 
and said unto them in parables. How can 
Satan cast out Satan? And if a kingdom 
be divided against itself, that kingdom can- 
not stand. And if a house be divided against 
itself, that house cannot stand. And if Satan 
rise up against himself, and be divided, he 
cannot stand, but hath an end. No man can 
enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil 
his goods, except he will first bind the strong 
man ; and then he will spoil his house. Verily 
I say unto you. All sins shall be forgiven 
unto the sons of men, and blasphemies where- 
with soever they shall blaspheme : but he 
that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost 
hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of 
eternal damnation: because they said, He 
hath an unclean spirit. 

His Family's Anxiety 

There came then his brethren and Ms 
mother, and, standing without, sent unto 
Mm, calling Mm. And the multitude sat 
about Mm, and they said unto him. Behold, 
thy mother and thy brethren without seek 
for thee. And he answered them, saying, 
x For a note on this j 


Who is my mother, or my brethren? And 
he looked round about on them wMch sat 
about him, and said. Behold my mother and 
my brethren I For whosoever shall do the 
will of God, the same is my brother, and my 
sister, and mother. 

Different Types of People 

And he began again to teach by the sea 
side: and there was gathered unto Mm a 
great multitude, so that he entered into a 
sMp, and sat in the sea ; and the whole multi- 
tude was by the sea on the land. And he 
taught them many things by parables, and 
said unto them in Ms doctrine, Hearken; 
Behold, there went out a sower to sow: 1 and 
it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by 
the way side, and the fowls of the air came 
and devoured it up. And some fell on stony 
ground, where it had not much earth; and 
immediately it sprang up, because it had no 
depth of earth: but when the sun was up, it 
was scorched; and because it had no root, 
it withered away. And some fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked 
it, and it yielded no fruit. And other fell 
on good ground, and did yield fruit that 
sprang up and increased; and brought forth, 
some tMrty, and some sixty, and some an 
hundred. And he said unto them, He that 
hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

And when he was alone, they that were 
about him with the twelve asked of him the 
parable. And he said unto them. Unto you 
it is given to know the mystery of the king- 
dom of God : but unto them that are without, 
all these things are done in parables: that 
seeing they may see, and not perceive; and 
hearing they may hear, and not understand; 
lest at any time they should be converted, 
and their sins should be forgiven them. And 
he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? 
and how then will ye know all parables ? The 
sower soweth the word. And these are they 
by the way side, where the word is sown; 
but when they have heard, Satan cometh 
immediately, and taketh away the word that 
was sown in their hearts. And these are they 
likewise wMch are sown on stony ground; 
who, when they have heard the word, im- 
mediately receive it with gladness; and have 
no root in themselves, and so endure but 
for a time: afterward, when affliction^ or 
persecution ariseth for the word’s sake, im- 
mediately they are offended. And these are 
rable see p. 968, col. 2. 



tfaey which are sown among thorns; such 
as hear the word, and the cares of this world, 
and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts 
of other things entering in, choke the word, 
and it becometh unfruitful. And these are 
they which are sown on good ground; such 
as hear the word, and receive it, and bring 
forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and 
some an hundred. 

Listeners Warned 

And he said unto them. Is a candle brought 
to be put under a bushel, or under a bed? 
and not to be set on a candlestick? For there 
is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested; 
neither was any thing kept secret, but that 
it should come abroad. If any man have 
ears to hear, let him hear. And he said unto 
them, Take heed what ye hear: with what 
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you : 
and unto you that hear shall more be given. 
For he that hath, to him shall be given: and 
he that hath not, from him shall be taken 
even that which he hath. 

The Seed that Groweth Secretly 

And he said. So is the kingdom of God, as 
if a man should cast seed into the ground; 
and should sleep, and rise night and day, 
and the seed should spring and grow up, he 
knoweth not how. For the earth bringeth 
forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then 
the ear, after that the full com in the ear. 
But when the fruit is brought forth imme- 
diately he putteth in the sickle, because the 
harvest is come. 

From a Tiny Seed to a Great Tree 

And he said, Whereunto shall we liken 
the kingdom of God? or with what compari- 
son shall we compare it? It is like a grain 
of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in 
the earth, is less than all the seeds that be 
in the earth: but when it is sown, it groweth 
up, and becometh greater than all herbs, and 
shooteth out great branches ; so that the fowls 
of the air may lodge under the shadow of it. 

And with many such parables spake he 
the word unto them, as they were able to 
hear it. But without a parable spake he not 
unto them: and when they were alone, he 
expounded all things to his disciples. 


ST. MARK 5 , 13 

What Manner of Man is This? 

And the same day, when the even was 
come, he saith unto them. Let us pass over 
unto the other side. And when they had 
sent away the multitude, they took him even 
as he was in the ship. And there were also 
with him other little ships. And there arose 
a great storm of wind, and the waves beat 
into the ship, so that it was now full. And 
he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep 
on a pillow: and they awake him, and say 
unto him, Master, carest thou not that we 
perish? And he arose, and rebuked the 
wind, and said unto the sea. Peace, be still. 
And the wind ceased, and there was a great 
calm. And he said unto them, Why are ye 
so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith? 
And they feared exceedingly, and said one 
to another, What manner of man is this, that 
even the wind and the sea obey him? 

Where Jesus is not Wanted 

And they came over unto the other side of 
the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes. 
And when he was come out of the ship, 
immediately there met him out of the tombs 
a man with an unclean spirit, who had his 
dwelling among the tombs ; and no man could 
bind him, no, not with chains: because that 
he had been often bound with fetters and 
chains, and the chains had been plucked 
asunder by him, and the fetters broken in 
pieces: neither could any man tame him. 
And always, night and day, he was in the 
mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and 
cutting himself with stones. But when he 
saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped 
him, and cried with a loud voice, and said, 
What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou 
Son of the most high God? I adjure thee 
by God, that thou torment me not. For he 
said unto him. Come out of the man, thou 
unclean spirit. And he asked him. What is 
thy name? And he answered, saying. My 
name is Legion: for we are many. And he 
besought him much that he would not send 
them away out of the country. 1 Now there 
was there nigh unto the mountains a great 
herd of swine feeding. And all the devils 
besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, 
that we may enter into them. And forthwith 


1 Luke 8, 31, ‘They besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep* (R.V. 
abyss; the abyss being the place where demons were believed to be tormented). The modem view of the 
miracle is that Jesus did deliver the man from his affliction, but it is difficult to say much about the details 
of his deliverance, because the whole incident is coloured by the ideas current at that time. 
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Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean 
spirits went out, and entered into the swine; 
and the herd ran violently down a steep 
place into the sea, (they were about two 
thousand ;) and were choked in the sea. And 
they that fed the swine fled, and told it in 
the city, and in the country. And they went 
out to see what it was that was done. And 
they come to Jesus, and see him that was 
possessed with the devil, and had the legion, 
sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind: 
and they were afraid. And they that saw 
it told them how it befell to him that was 
possessed with the devil, and also concerning 
the swine. And they began to pray him to 
depart out of their coasts. And when he 
was come into the ship, he that had been 
possessed with the devil prayed him that he 
might be with him. Howbeit Jesus suffered 
Mm not, but saith unto him, Go home to 
thy Mends, and tell them how great things 
the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had 
compassion on thee. And he departed, and 
began to publish in Decapolis how great 
things Jesus had done for him: and all men 
did marvel 

People in the Crowd 

And when Jesus was passed over again 
by sMp unto the other side, much people 
gathered unto him: and he was nigh unto 
the sea. And, behold, there cometh one of 
the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; 
and when he saw him, he fell at his feet, 
and besought him greatly, saying. My little 
daughter lieth at the point of death: I pray 
thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that 
she may be healed; and she shall live. And 
Jesus went with him; and much people fol- 
lowed him, and thronged him. 

And a certain woman, which had an issue 
of blood twelve years, and had suffered many 
things of many physicians, and had spent 
all that she had, and was nothing bettered, 
but rather grew worse, when she had heard of 
Jesus, came in the press behindhand touched 
his garment. For she said. If I may touch 
but Ms clothes, I shall be whole. And 
straightway the fountain of her blood was 
dried up; and she felt in her body that she 
was healed of that plague. And Jesus, im- 
mediately knowing in himself that virtue had 


gone out of Mm, turned him about in the 
press, and said, Who touched my clothes? 
And Ms disciples said unto him. Thou seest 
the multitude thronging 'thee, and sayest 
thou, Who touched me? And he looked 
round about to see her that had done this 
thing. But the woman fearing and trembling, 
knowing what was done in her, came and 
fell down before Mm, and told Mm all the 
truth. And he said unto her. Daughter, thy 
faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, 
and be whole of thy plague. 

While he yet spake, there came from the 
ruler of the synagogue's house certain wMch 
said, Thy daughter is dead: why troublest 
thou the Master any further? As soon as 
Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he 
saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be 
not afraid, only believe. And he suffered no 
man to follow him, save Peter, and James, 
and John the brother of James. And he 
cometh to the house of the ruler of the syna- 
gogue, and seeth the tumult, and them that 
wept and wailed greatly. And when he was 
come in, he saith unto them. Why make ye 
tMs ado, and weep? 'the damsel is not dead, 
butsleepeth. And they laughed Mm to scorn. 
But when he had put them all out, he taketh 
the father and the mother of the damsel, 
and them that were with Mm, and entereth 
in where the damsel was lying. And he took 
the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, 
Talitha cumi; 1 which is, being interpreted, 
Damsel, I say unto thee, arise. And straight- 
way the damsel arose, and walked; for she 
was of the age of twelve years. And they 
were astonished with a great astonishment. 
And he charged them straitly that no man 
should know it; and commanded that some- 
tiling should be given her to eat. 

The Countrymen of Jesus 

And he went out from thence, and came 
into Ms own country ; and Ms disciples follow 
Mm. And when the sabbath day was come, 
he began to teach in the synagogue: 2 and 
many hearing Mm were astonished, saying, 
From whence hath this man these tilings? 
and what wisdom is this wMch is given 
unto him, that even such mighty works are 
wrought by Ms hands? Is not this the car- 
penter, the son of Mary, the brother of 


1 Little maid, get up. In speaking to her Jesus used the common dialect of the home. We are glad the age 
of the little girl, twelve years old, has not been omitted from the narrative. 

* Cf. Matthew 13, 54-58, p. 971, fh. 1. 
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We, say the children , must not miss Him as He passes by. 


James* and Joses* and of Juda* and Simon? 
and are not his sisters here with us? And 
they were offended at him. But Jesus said 
unto them* A prophet is not without honour* 
but in his own country* and among his own 
kin* and in his own house. And he could 
there do no mighty work* save that he laid 
his hands upon a few sick folk* and healed 
them. And he marvelled because of their 
unbelief. 

And he went round about the villages, 
teaching. 

Messengers Sent Forth 

And he called unto him the twelve* and 
began to send them forth by two and two; 
and gave them power over unclean spirits; 
and commanded them that they should take 
nothing for their journey* save a staff only; 
no scrip* no bread* no money in their purse : 
but be shod with sandals; and not put on 
two coats. And he said unto them* In what 
place soever ye enter into an house* there 
abide till ye depart from that place. And 
whosoever shall not receive you* nor hear 
you* when ye depart thence* shake off the 
dust under your feet for a testimony against 
them. Verily I say unto you* It shall be 
more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha 
in the day of judgment* than for that city. 
And they went out* and preached that men 


should repent. And they cast out many 
devils* and anointed with oil many that were 
sick* and healed them. 

His Fame Reaches the King 

And king Herod heard of him; (for his 
name was spread abroad :) and he said* That 
John the Baptist was risen from the dead* 
and therefore mighty works do shew forth 
themselves in him. Others said* That it is 
Elias. And others said* That it is a prophet* 
or as one of the prophets. But when Herod 
heard thereof* he said* It is John* whom I 
beheaded: he is risen from the dead* For 
Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold 
upon John* and bound him in prison for 
Herodias 5 sake, his brother Philip’s wife: 
for he had married her. For John had said 
unto Herod* It is not lawful for thee to have 
thy brother’s wife. Therefore Heredias had 
a quarrel against him* and would have killed 
him; but she could not: for Herod feared 
John* knowing that he was a just man and 
an holy* and observed him; and when he 
heard him* he did many things, and heard 
him gladly. And when a convenient day 
was come* that Herod on his birthday made 
a supper to his lords* high captains* and 
chief estates of Galilee; and when the daugh- 
ter of the said Heredias came in* and danced* 
and pleased Herod and them that sat with 


ST. MARK 6, 22 

Mm* the Mug slid unto the damsel, Ask of 
me whatsoever thou wilt, and I will give it 
thee. And he sware unto her, Whatsoever 
thou shalt ask of me, I will give it thee, unto 
the half of my kingdom* And she went forth, 
and said unto her mother. What shall I ask? 
And she said. The head of John the Baptist. 
And she came in straightway with haste unto 
the king, and asked, saying, 1 will that thou 
give me by and by in a charger the head of 
John the Baptist, And the king was exceed- 
ing sorry; yet for Ms oath’s sake, and for 
their sakes which sat with Mm, he would 
not reject her. And immediately the king 
sent an executioner, and commanded Ms 
head to be brought: and he went and be- 
headed Mm in the prison, and brought his 
head in a charger, and gave it to the damsel : 
and the damsel gave it to her mother. And 
when Ms disciples heard of it, they came 
and took up Ms corpse, and laid it in a tomb. 

His Compassion for the Multitude 

And the apostles gathered themselves to- 
gether unto Jesus, and told Mm all tMngs, 
both what they had done, and what they 
had taught. And he said unto them. Come 
ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and 
rest a while: for there were many coming 
and going, and they had no leisure so much 
as to eat. And they departed into a desert 
place by ship privately. And the people saw 
them departing, and many knew him, and 
ran afoot thither out of all cities, and out- 
went them, and came together unto Mm. 
And Jesus, when he came out, saw much 
people, and was moved with compassion 
toward them, because they were as sheep 
not having a shepherd : and he began to 
teach them many things. And when the 
day was now far spent, Ms disciples came 
unto him, and said. This is a desert place, 
and now the time is far passed: send them 
away, that they may go into the country 
round about, and into the villages, and buy 
themselves bread: for they have nothing to 
eat. He answered and said unto them, Give 
ye them to eat. And they say unto him. 
Shall we go and buy two hundred penny- 
worth of bread, and give them to eat? He 
saith unto them. How many loaves have ye? 
go and see. And when they knew, they say, 
and two fishes. And he commanded 


them to make all sit down by companies 
upon the green grass# And they sat down 
in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties. And 
when he had taken the five loaves and the 
two fishes, he looked up to heaven, and 
blessed, and brake the loaves, and gave them 
to Ms disciples to set before them; and the 
two fishes divided he among them all And 
they did all eat, and were filled. And they 
took up twelve baskets full of the fragments, 
and of the fishes. And they that did eat of 
the loaves were about five thousand men. 

Cheers the Toilers 

And straightway he constrained his dis- 
ciples to get into the sMp, and to go to the 
other side before unto Bethsaida, wMle he 
sent away the people. And when he had 
sent them away, he departed into a mountain 
to pray. And when even was come, the sMp 
was in the midst of the sea, and he alone on 
the land. And he saw them toiling in row- 
ing; for the wind was contrary unto them: 
and about the fourth watch of the night he 
cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, 
and would have passed by them. But when 
they saw him walking upon the sea, they 
supposed it had been a spirit, and cried out: 
for they all saw Mm, and were troubled. 
And immediately he talked with them, and 
saith unto them. Be of good cheer: it is I; 
be not afraid. And he went up unto them 
into the sMp ; and the wind ceased : and they 
were sore amazed in themselves beyond mea- 
sure, and wondered. For they considered 
not the miracle of the loaves : for their heart 
was hardened. 

Comforts the Needy 

And when they had passed over, they 
came into the land of Geimesaret, and drew 
to the shore. And when they were come out 
of the sMp, straightway they knew him, and 
ran through that whole region round about, 
and began to carry about in beds those that 
were sick, where they heard he was. And 
wMthersoever he entered, into villages, or 
cities, or country, they laid the sick in the 
streets, and besought him that they might 
touch if it were but the border of Ms gar- 
ment: and as many as touched Mm were 
made whole. 
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THE VOICE OF THE LORD 

HEARKEN UNTO ME EVERY ONE OF YOU 

ST. MARK CHAPTERS 7, i— 13, 37 

It is not difficult to analyse and formulate the teaching of Jesus, but it is difficult to 
.make the truth that lies at the heart of it leap forward and strike the ■Minds, of men 
with the power of a news-revelation. The reason is simple. The truth Jesus seeks to 
bring to light is the truth of the soul, and the value of things that are spiritual And 
this is not the news that men are seeking. They care little for spiritual values; for the 
things that are not seen, and are not popular in the street and market-place. But, says 
Jesus, hearken unto Me: Everything depends upon the quality of a marts soul It is 
not what a man has, or knows, or does, but what a man is in his heart that matters to 
everybody— to himself, to others, and to God: and woe betide that man or nation that 
thinks lightly of, or deals harshly with men's souls, for God isjealous of the souls of men. 

THE LORD OF LIFE St. Mark 7, 1— 11, 26 

T HEN came together unto him him die the death : but ye say, If a man shall 
the Pharisees, and certain of the say to his father or mother. It is Corban, 
scribes, which came from Jerasa- that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou 
lem. And when they saw some of mightest be profited by me; he shall be free* . 
his disciples eat bread with defiled, that And ye suffer him no more to do ought for 
is to say, with unwashen, hands, they found Ms father or his mother; making' the word 
fault. For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, of God of none effect through your tradition, 
except they wash their hands oft, eat not, which ye have delivered: and many such 
holding the tradition of the elders. And like things do ye. And when he had called 
when they come from the market, except all the people unto him, he said unto them, 
they wash, they eat not. And many other Hearken unto me every one of you, and 
things there be, which they have received understand: there is nothing from without 
to hold, as the wasMng of cups, and pots, a man, that entering into him can defile him : 
brasen vessels, and of tables. Then the but the tMngs wMch come out of him, those 
Pharisees and scribes asked Mm, Why walk are they that defile the man. If any man 
not thy disciples according to the tradition have ears to hear, let Mm hear. And when 
of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen he was entered into the house from the 
hands? He answered and said unto them, people, Ms disciples asked him concerning 
Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypo- the parable. And he saith unto them. Are 
crites, as it is written, ye so without understanding also? Do ye 

This people honoureth me with their lips, not perceive, that whatsoever tMng from 
But their heart is far from me. without entereth into the man, it cannot 

Howbeit in vain do they worsMp me, defile him; because it entereth not into his 

TeacMngfor doctrines the commandments heart, but into the belly, and goeth out into 

of men. the draught, purging all meats? And he said. 

For laying aside the commandment of God, That which cometh out of the man, that de- 
ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing fileth the man. For from within, out of the 
of pots and cups: and many other such like heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adul- 
tMngs ye do. And he said unto them. Full teries, fornications, murders, thefts, covet- 
well ye reject the commandment of God, that ousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, 
ye may keep your own tradition* For Moses an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 
said. Honour thy father and thy mother; all these evil things come from within, and 
and. Whoso curseth father or mother, let defile the man. 



ST, MARK 7 , 24 
Wards to a Gentile 

And from thence lie arose, and went into 
the borders of Tyre and Sidon, md entered 
into an bouse, and would have no man know 
it: but he could not be hid. For a certain 
woman, whose young daughter had an un- 
clean spirit, heard of him, and came and 
fell at 'Ms feet; the woman was a Greek, a 
Syrophenidan by nation; and she besought 
him that he would cast forth the devil out 
of her daughter. But Jesus said unto her. 
Let the children first be filled: for it is not 
meet to take the children’s bread, and to 
cast it unto the dogs. And she answered and 
said unto him , 1 Yes, Lord ; yet the dogs under 
the table eat of the children’s crumbs. And 
he said unto her. For this saying go thy way; 
the devil is gone out of thy daughter. And 

■ when she was come to her house, she found 

■ the devil gone out, and her daughter laid 
upon the bed. 

The Deaf Hear Him 

And again, departing from the coasts of 
Tyre and Sidon, he came unto the sea of 
Galilee, through the midst of the coasts 
of Decapolis. And they bring unto him one 
that was deaf, and had an impediment in Ms 
speech; and they beseech him to put Ms 
hand upon him. And he took him aside 
from the multitude, and put his fingers into 
Ms ears, and he spit, and touched Ms tongue; 
and looking up to heaven, he sighed, and 
saith unto him, Ephphatha, that is. Be 
opened. And straightway Ms ears were 
opened, and the string of Ms tongue was 
loosed, and he spake plain. And he charged 
them that they should tell no man: but the 
more he charged them, so much the more 
a great deal they published it; and were 
beyond measure astonished, saying. He hath 
done all things well: he maketh both the 
. deaf to hear, and the dumb, to speak. 

Gifts to Those from Afar 

In those days the multitude being very 
great, and having nothing to eat, Jesus called 
Ms disciples unto him, and saith unto them, 
I have compassion on the multitude, because 
they have now been with me three days, and 
have nothing to eat: and if I send them 


away fasting to their own houses, they wiH 
faint by the way : for divers of them came 
from far. And Ms disciples answered him, 
From whence can a man satisfy these men 
with bread here in the wilderness? And he 
asked them, How many loaves have ye? And 
they said. Seven. And he commanded the 
people to sit down on the ground; and he 
took the seven loaves, and gave thanks, and 
brake, and gave to Ms disciples to set before 
them; and they did set them before the 
people. And they had a few small fishes: 
and he blessed, and commanded to set them 
also before them. So they did eat, and were 
filled; and they took up of the broken meat 
that was left seven baskets. And they that 
had eaten were about four thousand: and 
he sent them away. And straightway he 
entered into a sMp with his disciples, and 
came into the parts of Dalmanutha. 

And the Pharisees came forth, and began 
to question with Mm, seeking of him a sign 
from heaven, tempting him. And he sighed 
deeply in Ms spirit, and saith, Why doth 
this generation seek after a sign? verily I 
say unto you, There shall no sign be given 
unto this generation. And he left them, and 
entering into the sMp again departed to the 
other side. 

The Leaven of Speech 

Now the disciples had forgotten to take 
bread, neither had they in the sMp with them 
more than one loaf. And he charged them, 
saying. Take heed, beware of the leaven of 
the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod. 
And they reasoned among themselves, say- 
ing, It is because we have no bread. And, 
when Jesus knew it, he saith unto them, 
Why reason ye, because ye have no bread? 
perceive ye not yet, neither understand? 
have ye your heart yet hardened? Having 
eyes, see ye not? and having ears, hear ye 
not? and do ye not remember? When I 
brake the five loaves among five thousand, 
how many baskets full of fragments took ye 
up? They say unto him. Twelve. And when 
the seven among four thousand, how many 
baskets full of fragments took ye up? And 
they said, Seven. And he said unto them, 
How is it that ye do not understand? 

And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they 
bring a blind man unto Mm, and besought 


For a note on the conversation between Jesus and this woman of foreign nationality see Matthew 15, 21-31, 



Cannot we be given a better chance of knowing Him? 


him to touch him. And he took the blind and scribes, and be killed, and after three 
man by the hand, and led him out of the days rise again. And he spake that saying 
town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and openly. And Peter took him, and began to 
put his hands upon him, he asked him if he rebuke him. But when he had turned about 
saw ought. And he looked up, and said, I and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, 
see men as trees, walking. After that he put saying. Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou 
his hands again upon his eyes, and made him savourest not the things that be of God, but 
look up : and he was restored, and saw every the things that be of men. And when he 
man clearly. And he sent him away to his had called the people unto him with his 
house, saying. Neither go into the town, nor disciples also, he said unto them. Whosoever 
tell it to any in the town. will come after me, let him deny himself, 

and take up his cross, and follow me. For 
Whom do Men say that I am. whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but 

And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and 
the towns of Caesarea Philippi: and by the the gospel’s, the same shall save it. For 
way he asked his disciples, saying unto them, what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain 
Whom do men say 1 that lam? And they the whole world, and lose his own soul ? 2 Or 
answered, John the Baptist: but some say, what shall a man give in exchange for his 
Elias ; and others. One of the prophets. And soul ? Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed 
he saith unto them. But whom say ye that of me and of my words in this adulterous 
I am? And Peter answereth and saith unto and sinful generation; of him also shall the 
him. Thou art the Christ. And he charged Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in 
them that they should tell no man of him. the glory of his Father with the holy angels. 

And he began to teach them, that the Son And he said unto them. Verily I say unto 
of man must suffer many things, and be you. That there be some of them that stand 
rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, here, which shall not taste of death, till they 

1 The question Jesus put to His disciples is also the question the whole world is asking: Whom do men say 
Jesus Christ is? After hearing what the genera! opinion is, we should inquire directly from those who are His 
disciples. His closest friends. See also p. 974, col. 2. 

1 It is the soul that makes the man; that is the man. But we are not living in an age that wants quality of soul, 
or in a world that likes to be reminded that the soul of a black man, or any foreigner, is as precious to God 
as that of a white man. As for thinking that the souls of men, or even our own souls, are in danger, we are 
much too occupied with other interests to face the question. 
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have seen the kingdom of God come with 
power* 

A Voice from Heaven 
And after six days Jesus taketh with Mm 
Peter* and James* and John* and ieadeth 
them up into an high mountain apart by 
themselves; and he was transfigured before 
them. 1 And his raiment became shining* 
exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on 
earth can white them. And there appeared 
unto them Elias with Moses : and they were 
talking with Jesus* And Peter answered and 
said to Jesus, Master* it is good for us to be 
here: and let us make three tabernacles; one 
for thee* and one for Moses* and one for 
Elias. Fos: he wist not what to say;, for they 
were sore afraid. And there was a cloud that 
overshadowed them : and a voice came out 
of the cloud* saying* This is my beloved Son : 
hear him. And suddenly* when they had 
looked round about* they saw no man any 
more* save Jesus only with themselves. 

And as they came down from the moun- 
tain* he charged them that they should tell 
no man what things they had seen, dll the 
Son of man were risen from the dead. And 
they kept that saying with themselves* ques- 
tioning one with another what the rising 
from the dead should mean. And they asked 
him* saying* Why say the scribes that Elias 
must first come? And he answered and told 
them* Bias verily cometh first* and restoreth 
all things; and how it is written of the Son 
of man* that he must suffer many things* 
and be set at nought. But I say unto you* 
That Elias is indeed come* and they have 
done unto Mm whatsoever they listed* as it 
is written of Mm. 

The People Salute Jesus 

And when he came to Ms disciples* he 
saw a great multitude about them* and the 
scribes questioning with them. And straight- 
way all the people, when they beheld him, 
were greatly amazed* and running to Mm 
saluted Mm. And he asked the scribes* What 
question ye with them? And one of the 
multitude answered and said* Master* I have 
brought unto thee my son* wMch hath a 
dumb spirit; and wheresoever he taketh Mm* 
he teareth Mm: and he foameth, and gnash- 

1 For a moment, the earthly body of Jesus has the 
Elijahs the two men in the Old Testament whom no 
the Prophets. Their presence bears witness to the i 
leaving Jesus alone* glorified and supreme. Cf. p. 


eth with Ms teeth* and pineth away: and I 
spake to thy disciples that they should cast 
Mm out; and they could not. He answereth 
Mm* and saith, O faithless generation, how 
long shall 1 be with you? how long shall I 
suffer you? bring him unto me. And they 
brought Mm, unto him: and when he saw 
Mm* straightway the spirit tare Mm; and 
he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming. 
And he asked Ms father, How long is it ago 
since this came unto Mm? And he said* Of 
a child. And ofttimes it hath cast Mm into 
the fire, and into the waters* to destroy him: 
but if thou canst do any thing, have com- 
passion on us* and help us. Jesus said unto 
Mm* If thou canst believe* all things are 
possible to Mm that believeth. And straight- 
way the father of the cMId cried out* and 
said with tears* Lord* I believe; help thou 
mine unbelief. When Jesus saw that the 
people came running together* he rebuked 
the foul spirit, saying unto Mm* Thou dumb 
and deaf spirit* I charge thee* come out of 
Mm, and enter no more into Mm. And the 
spirit cried* and rent Mm sore* and came out 
of him: and he was as one dead; insomuch 
that many said* He is dead. But Jesus took 
him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he 
arose. And when he was come into the 
house* his disciples asked him privately* Why 
could not we cast Mm out? And he said 
unto them* TMs kind can come forth by 
notMng, but by prayer and fasting. 

Jesus Speaks of His Death 

And they departed thence* and passed 
through Galilee; and he would not that any 
man should know it. For he taught Ms 
disciples* and said unto them* The Son of 
man is delivered into the hands of men* and 
they shall kill Mm; and after that he is 
killed* he shall rise die tMrd day. But they 
understood not that saying* and were afraid 
to ask him. 

Settles a Dispute 

And he came to Capernaum: and being 
in the house he asked them. What was it that 
ye disputed among yourselves by the way? 
But they held their peace: for by the way 
they had disputed among themselves* who 
should be the greatest. And he sat down, 

character of the risen Lord. He is seen with Moses aod 
man had seen die. Moses represented the Law* Elijah 
7 authority and new revelation in Jesus. They withdraw, 
' 5 - 
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and called the twelve, and saitb unto them. 
If any man desire to be first, the same shall 
be last of all, and servant of all. 1 And he took 
a child, and set him in the midst of them: 
and when he had taken him in his arms, he 
said unto them, Whosoever shall receive one 
of such children in my name, receiveth me: 
and whosoever shall receive me, receiveth 
not me, but him that sent me. 

Offences and Offenders 

And John answered him, saying. Master, 
we saw one casting out devils in thy name, 
and he followeth not us : and we forbad him, 
because he followeth" not us. But Jesus said, 
Forbid him not : for there is no man which 
shall do a miracle in my name, that can 
lightly speak evil of me. For he that is not 
against us is on our part. For whosoever 
shall give you a cup of water to drink in 
my name, because ye belong to Christ, verily 
I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward. 
And whosoever shall offend one of these 
little ones that believe in me, it is better for 
him that a millstone were hanged about his 
neck, and he were cast into the sea. And if 
thy hand offend thee, cut it off: 2 it is better 
for thee to enter into life maimed, than hav- 
ing two hands to go into hell, into the fire 
that never shall be quenched: where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is 
better for thee to enter halt into life, than 
having two feet to be cast into hell, into the 
fire that never shall be quenched: where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched. And if thine eye offend thee, 
pluck it out : it is better for thee to enter into 
the kingdom of God with one eye, than hav- 
ing two eyes to be cast into hell fire : where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched. For every one shall be salted with 
fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with 
salt. Salt is good: but if the salt have lost 
his saltness, wherewith will ye season it? 
Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one 
with another. 

And he arose from thence, and cometh 
into the coasts of Judaea by the farther side of 
Jordan : and the people resort unto him again; 
and, as he was wont, he taught them again. 


A Domestic Problem 

And the Pharisees came to him, and asked 
him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his 
wife ? tempting him. And he answered and 
said unto them, What did Moses command 
you? And they said, Moses suffered to write 
a bill of divorcement, and to put her away. 
And Jesus answered and said unto them, 
For the hardness of your heart he wrote you 
this precept. But from the beginning of the 
creation God made them male and female. 
For this cause shall a man leave his father 
and mother, and cleave to his wife ; and they 
twain shall be one flesh: so then they are 
no more twain, but one flesh. What there- 
fore God hath joined together, let not man 
put asunder. And in the house his disciples 
asked him again of the same matter. And 
he saith unto them. Whosoever shall put 
away his wife, and marry another, commit- 
teth adultery against her. And if a woman 
shall put away her husband, and be married 
to another, she committed! adultery. 

The Friend of Little Children 

And they brought young children to him, 
that he should touch them: and his disciples 
rebuked those that brought them. But when 
Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and 
said unto them. Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not : for of 
such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say 
unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a litde child, he shall 
not enter therein. And he took them up in 
his arms, put his hands upon them, and 
blessed them. 

A Young Man’s Question 

And when he was gone forth into the 
way, there came one running, and kneeled 
to him, and asked him, Good Master, what 
shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 
And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou 
me good? there is none good but one, that 
is, God. Thou knowest the commandments, 
Do not commit adultery. Do not kill. Do 
not steal, Do not bear false witness. Defraud 
not. Honour thy father and mother. And 
he answered and said unto him, Master, all 


1 True greatness does not consist simply In self-renunciation. There is little merit in humility until it 
undertakes lowly, loving service. 

2 Hands, feet, and eyes are frequently described in the New Testament under the one term flesh ; and the 
key to this passage is to be found in Romans 8, 5-13. Those who live after the flesh cannot please God. The 
passage is not an injunction to mutilate the body, for the body is the temple of the living God, but strongly- 
worded advice to cease, at all costs, using one’s powers for selfish and evil purposes. 
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these have I observed from my youth. Then 
Jesus beholding Mm loved him, and said 
unto him, One thing thou lackesti 1 go thy 
way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to 
the poor* and thou shaft have treasure in 
heaven: and come, take up the cross, and 
follow me. 2 And he was sad at that saying* 
and went away grieved: for he had great 
possessions. 

And Jesus looked round about, and saith 
unto Ms disciples, How hardly shall they 
that have riches enter into the kingdom of 
God! And the disciples were astonished at 
his words. But Jesus answereth again, and 
saith unto them, Children, how hard is it 
for them that trust in riches to enter into 
the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle, than for 
a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 
And they were astonished out of measure, 
saying among themselves. Who then can be 
saved? And Jesus looking upon them saith, 
With men it is impossible, but not with God : 
for with God all things are possible. Then 
Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have 
left all, and have followed thee. And Jesus 
answered and said. Verily I say unto you. 
There is no man that hath left house, or 
brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or 
wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and 
the gospel's, but he shall receive an hundred- 
fold now in this time, houses, and brethren, 
and 1 sisters, and mothers, and children, and 
lands, with persecutions; and in the world 
to come eternal life. But many that are first 
shall be last; and the last first. 

Social Standing and Social Service 
And they were in the way going up to 
Jerusalem; and Jesus went before them: and 
they were amazed; and as they followed, 
they were afraid. And he took again the 
twelve, and began to tell them what things 
should happen unto Mm, saying, Behold, we 
go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall 
be delivered unto the chief priests, and unto 
the scribes; and they shall condemn Mm to 
death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles : 
and they shall mock Mm, and shall scourge 


him, and shall spit upon Mm, and shall kill 
him : and the third day he shall rise again. 

And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
come unto him, saying. Master, we would 
that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we 
shall desire. And he said unto than, What 
would ye that I should do for you? They 
said unto Mm, Grant unto us that we may 
sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on 
thy left hand, in thy glory. But Jesus said 
unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can 
ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be 
baptized with the baptism that I am bap- 
tized with? And they said unto Mm, We 
can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall 
indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and 
with the baptism that I am baptized withal 
shall ye be baptized: but to sit on my right 
hand and on my left hand is not mine to 
give ; but it shall be given to them for whom 
it is prepared. And when the ten heard it, 
they began to be much displeased with James 
and John. But Jesus called them to him, and 
saith unto them. Ye know that they wMch 
are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exer- 
cise lordsMp over them ; and their great ones 
exercise authority upon them. But so 1 shall 
it not be among you: but whosoever will be 
great among you, shall be your minister: and 
whosoever of you will be the cMefest, shall 
be servant of all. For even the Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to minis- 
ter, and to give Ms life a ransom for many. 

Hears a Beggafs Cry 
And they came to Jericho : and as he went 
out of Jericho with Ms disciples and a great 
number of people, blind Bartimseus, the son 
of Timaeus, sat by the Mghway side begging. 
And when he heard that it was Jesus of 
Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, 
thou Son of David, have mercy on me. And 
many charged him that he should hold Ms 
peace: but he cried the more a great deal. 
Thou Son of David, have mercy on me. And 
Jesus stood still, and commanded Mm to be 
called. And they call the blind man, saying 
unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he call- 
eth thee. And he, casting away Ms garment. 


1 His morality was entirely negative. He committed no wrong. But he did no good. Something was needed 
to open his heart and start the flow of sympathy and affection. 

z There are many reasons why the movement that Christ leads is not popular. Few people are as keen 
about goodness as this young ruler, and he was not keen enough. The majority prefer goods to goodness, and 
readily join a movement that promises them. They shrink from a call to martyrdom, though the cause is 
God’s. Besides, there is nothing of a spectacular public demonstration, or of crowd excitement, in Christ’s 
movement. It is a call to individual, lonely, and lowly service, where there is much sharing and little shouting 
so be done. 





Why then do men to-day follow other leaders ? 


rose, and came to Jesus. And Jesus answered 
and said unto him. What wilt thou that I 
should do unto thee? The blind man said 
unto him, Lord, that I might receive my 
sight. And Jesus said unto him. Go thy 
way; thy faith hath made thee whole. And 
immediately he received his sight, and fol- 
lowed Jesus in the way. 


and strawed them in the way. And they that 
went before, and they that followed, cried, 
saying. Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord: blessed be the 
kingdom of our father David, that cometh 
in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the 
highest. 

And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and 
into the temple: and when he had looked 
round about upon all things, and now the 
eventide was come, he went out unto Bethany 
And when they came nigh to Jerusalem, with the twelve, 
unto Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount 
of Olives, he sendeth forth two of his dis- 
ciples, and saith unto them. Go your way 
into the village over against you : and as soon 
as ye be entered into it, ye shall find a colt 
tied, whereon never man sat; loose him, and 
bring him. And if any man say unto you, 

Why do ye this? say ye that the Lord hath 
need of him; and straightway he will send 
him hither. And they went their way, and 
found the colt tied by the door without in a 
place where two ways met; and they loose 
him. And certain of them that stood there 
said unto them. What do ye, loosing the 
colt? And they said unto them even as Jesus 
had commanded: and they let them go. And 
they brought the colt to Jesus, and cast their 
garments on him; and he sat upon him. And 
many spread their garments in the way: and 
others cut down branches off the trees, 


Disappointed Hopes 

And on the morrow, when they were come 
from Bethany, he was hungry: and seeing a 
fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if 
haply he might find any thing thereon: and 
when he came to it, he found nothing but 
leaves ; for the time of figs was not yet. And 
Jesus answered and said unto it. No man 
eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever. And his 
disciples heard it. 


The Desecrated Temple 

And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus 
went into the temple, and began to cast out 
them that sold and bought in the temple, and 
overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, 
and the seats of them that sold doves; and 
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any vessel through the temple. And he verily 1 say unto you* That whosoever shall 
taught* saying unto them. Is it not written* say unto this mountain* Be thou removed* 
My house shall be called of all nations the and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not 
house of prayer? but ye have made it a den doubt in his heart* but shall believe that 



him; for 'they feared him, because all the 
people was astonished at his doctrine. 

And when even was come* he went out of 
the city. 

And in the morning* as they passed by* 
they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots. 
And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto 
him* Master* behold* the fig tree which thou 
cursedst is withered away. And Jesus answer- 


Therefore I say unto you* What things so- 
ever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that 
ye receive them* and ye shall have them. 
And when ye stand praying, forgive* if ye 
have ought against any: that your Father 
also which is in heaven may forgive you your 
trespasses. But if ye do not forgive* neither 
will your Father which is in heaven forgive 
your trespasses. 


JESUS AND THE LEADERS St. Mark 11, 27— 13, 37 

How different * nobly different , stands Jesus among the party groups of His day . There 
are the political groups of the Herodians and the Zealots * the religious orders of 
the Pharisees and the Essenes, and the cultural orders represented by the Sadducees and 
priests — many holding positions of influence and leadership * and reminding us of corre- 
sponding groups in our own time . But in His Presence how inadequate they seem ! How 
petty their aims and interests! How mean their intrigues and intolerance! What care 
they about the great human problems that He has at heart ? 

AND they come again to Jerusalem: and as the husbandmen a servant* that he might 
he was, walking in the temple, there come receive from the husbandmen of the fruit of 
to him the chief priests, and the scribes* and the vineyard. And they caught him* and 
the elders, and say unto him. By what audio- beat him, and sent him away empty. And 
rlty doest thou these things? and who gave again he sent unto them another servant; 
thee this authority to do these things? And and at him they cast stones* and wounded 
Jesus answered and said unto them, I will him in the head* and sent him away shame- 
also ask of you one question* and answer me, fully handled. And again he sent another; 
and 2 will tell you by what authority I do and him they killed* and many others; beat- 
these things. The baptism of John* was it ing some, and killing some. Having yet 
from heaven* or of men? answer me. And therefore one son* his wellbeloved* he sent 
they reasoned with themselves* saying* If him also last unto them* saying, They will 
we shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why reverence my son. But those husbandmen 
then did ye not believe him? But if we shall said among themselves* This is the heir; 
say* Of men; they feared the people: for ah come* let us killhim* and the inheritance shall 
men counted John* that he was a prophet be ours. And they took him, and killed him* 
indeed. And they answered and said unto and cast him out of the vineyard. What shall 
Jesus* We cannot tell. And Jesus answering therefore the lord of the vineyard do? he 
saith unto them* Neither do I tell you by will come and destroy the husbandmen* and 
what authority I do these things. will give the vineyard unto others. And have 

And he began to speak unto them by ye not read this scripture; 
parables. A certain man planted a vineyard. The stone which the builders rejected 

and set an hedge about it* and digged a Is become the head of the comer: 

place for the winefat* and built a tower* and This was the Lord's doing* 

let it out to husbandmen* and went into a And it is marvellous in our eyes? 

far country. And at the season he sent to And they sought to lay hold on him* but 


feared the people: for they knew that he 
had spoken the parable against them : and 
they left him, and went their way, 

Pharisees and Herodiam 

And they send unto him certain of the 
Pharisees and of the Herodians, to catch 
him in his words. And when they were come, 
they say unto him, Master, we know that 
thou art true, and carest for no man: for 
thou regardest not the person of men, but 
teachest the way of God in truth : Is it lawful 
to give tribute to Czesar, or not? Shall we 
give, or shall we not give? But he, knowing 
their hypocrisy, said unto them, Why tempt 
ye me? bring me a penny, that I may see it. 
And they brought it. And he saith unto 
them. Whose is this image and superscrip- 
tion? And they said unto him, Caesar's. And 
Jesus answering said unto them, Render to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to 
God the things that are God's. And they 
marvelled at him. 

The Sadducees 

Then come unto him the Sadducees, which 
say there is no resurrection; and they asked 
Mm, saying. Master, Moses wrote unto us. 
If a man's brother die, and leave Ms wife 
behind Mm, and leave no cMldren, that Ms 
brother should take his wife, and raise up 
seed unto Ms brother. Now there were 
seven brethren: and the first took a wife, 
and dying left no seed. And the second 
took her, and died, neither left he any seed : 
and the tMrd likewise. And the seven had 
her, and left no seed: last of all the woman 
died also. In the resurrection therefore, 
when they shall rise, whose wife shall she 
be of them ? for the seven had her to wife. 
And Jesus answering said unto them. Do ye 
not therefore err, because ye know not the 
scriptures, neither the power of God? For 
when they shall rise from the dead, they 
neither marry, nor are given in marriage; 
but are as the angels wMch are in heaven. 
And as toucMng the dead, that they rise : 
have ye not read in the book of Moses, how 
in the bush God spake unto Mm, saying, 
I am the God of Abraham, and the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob? He is not the 
God of the dead, but the God of the living : 
ye therefore do greatly err. 

The Scribes 

And one of the scribes came, and having 


ST. MARK 12 , 44 

heard them reasoning together, and per- 
ceiving that he had answered them well, 
asked Mm, WMch is the first commandment 
of all? And Jesus answered him, The first 
of all the commandments is. Hear, O Israel; 
The Lord our God is one Lord: and thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is 
the first commandment. And the second is 
like, namely tMs, Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself. There is none other com- 
mandment greater than these. And the scribe 
said unto him. Well, Master, thou hast said 
the truth: for there is one God; and there 
is none other but he: and to love him with 
all the heart, and with all the understanding, 
and with all the soul, and with all the strength, 
and to love Ms neighbour as himself, is more 
than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. 
And when Jesus saw that he answered dis- 
creetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far 
from the kingdom of God, And no man 
after that durst ask him any question. 

And Jesus answered and said, while he 
taught in the temple. How say the scribes 
that Christ is the Son of David? For David 
himself said by the Holy Ghost, 

The Lord said to my Lord, 

Sit thou on my right hand. 

Till I make thine enemies thy footstool. 
David therefore himself calleth him Lord; 
and whence is he then Ms son? And the 
common people heard him gladly. 

And he said unto them in Ms doctrine. 
Beware of the scribes, wMch love to go in 
long clothing, and love salutations in the 
marketplaces, and the cMef seats in the syna- 
gogues, and the uppermost rooms at feasts: 
wMch devour widows* houses, and for a 
pretence make long prayers : these shall re- 
ceive greater damnation. 

A Rebuke to the Rich 
And Jesus sat over against the treasury, 
and beheld how the people cast money into 
the treasury: and many that were rich cast 
in much. And there came a certain poor 
widow, and she threw in two mites, which 
make a farthing. And he called unto him 
Ms disciples, and saith unto them. Verily 
I say unto you. That tMs poor widow hath 
cast more in, than all they which have cast 
into the treasury: for all they did cast in of 
their abundance; but she of her want did 
cast in all that she had, even all her living. 


ST. MARK 13, i 

And as lie went out of the temple, one of 
Ills disciples saith unto him. Master, see 
what manner of stones and what buildings 
fire here I And Jesus answering said unto 
him, Setst thou these great buildings? there 
shall not be left one stone upon another, 
that shall not be thrown down. 

The Master's Warning 

And as he sat upon the mount of Olives 
over against the temple, Peter and James 
and John and Andrew asked him privately. 
Tell us, 2 when shall these things be? and 
what shall be the sign when all these things 
shall be fulfilled? And Jesus answering them 
began to say. Take heed lest any man deceive 
you: for many shall come in my name, say- 
ing, 1 am Christ; and shall deceive many. 
And when ye shall hear of wars and rumours 
of wars, be ye not troubled: for such things 
must needs be; but the end shall not be 
yet. For nation shall rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom; and there 
shall be earthquakes in divers places, and 
there shall be famines and troubles: these 
are the beginnings of sorrows. 

But take heed to yourselves : for they shall 
deliver you up to councils; and in the syna- 
gogues ye shall be beaten: and ye shall be 
brought before rulers and kings for my sake, 
for a testimony against them. And the gospel 
must first be published among all nations. 
But when drey shall lead you, and deliver 
you up, take no thought beforehand what 
ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: 
but whatsoever shall be given you in that 
hour, that speak ye : for it is not ye that speak, 
but the Holy Ghost. Now the brother shall 
betray the brother to death, and the father 
the son; and children shall rise up against 
their parents, and shall cause them to be 
put to death. And ye shall be hated of all 
men for my name’s sake: but he that shall 
endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 

But when ye shall see the abomination of 
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, 
standing where it ought not, (let him that 
readeth understand,) then let them that be 
in Judaea flee to the mountains : and let him 
that is on the housetop not go down into 
the house, neither enter therein, to take any 
thing out of his house: and let him that is 


in the field not turn back again for to take 
up Ms garment. But woe to them that a re 
with child, and to them that give suck In 
those days! And pray ye that your flight be 
not in the winter. For in those days shall 
be affliction, such as was not from the begin- 
ning of the creation which God created unto 
this time, neither shall be. And except that 
the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh 
should be saved: but for the elect’s sake, 
whom he hath chosen, he hath shortened 
the days. And then if any man shall say to 
you, Lo, here is Christ; or, lo, he is there; 
believe him not: for false Christs and false 
prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and 
wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even 
the elect. But take ye heed; behold, I have 
foretold you all things. 

But in those days, after that tribulation, 
the sun shall be darkened, and the moon 
shall not give her light, and the stars of 
heaven shall fall, and the powers that are 
in heaven shall be shaken. And then shall 
they see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds with great power and glory. And then 
shall he send his angels, and shall gather 
together his elect from the four winds, from 
the uttermost part of the earth to the utter- 
most part of heaven. 

Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When 
her branch is yet tender, and putteth forth 
leaves, ye know that summer is near: so ye 
in like manner, when ye shall see these things 
come to pass, know that it is nigh, even at 
the doors. Verily I say unto you, that this 
generation shall not pass, till all these things 
be done. Heaven and earth shall pass away: 
but my words shall not pass away. But of 
that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, 
not the angels which are in heaven, neither 
the Son, but the Father. 

Take ye heed, watch and pray; for ye 
know not when the time is. For the Son of 
man is as a man taking a far journey, who 
left his house, and gave authority to his 
servants, and to every man his work, and 
commanded the porter to watch. Watch ye 
therefore: for ye know not when the master 
of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, 
or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: 
lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 
And what I say unto you I say unto all, 
Watch. 


1 For note on this section see p. 985, col. x. 
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THE VOICE WITHIN 

TAKE UP THE CROSS AND FOLLOW HIM 

8T» MARK CHAPTERS 14, i-16 , 20 

Wc cannot look upon His Cross without thinking of the words He addressed to all who 
would follow Him . We feel a call to ourselves in them; a call to show that we s too y 
possess the Spirit that shrinks not from the ordeal or sacrifice thaty in the course of 
our service y will be demanded of us* In no other way than through the undaunted 
courage and faithful loyalty unto death of His followers can the Cause of Christy of 
Gody and of humanity be realized . If right is to be preserved on the earthy if freedom 
is to be won for men 3 if truth and knowledge are at all times to prevaily love to grow 5 and 
peace to be establishedy it will only be, as we of this generation have good reason to knoWy 
in so far as there are men and women who believe in and value these things y and are 
prepared to pay the cost of securing them for mankindy even if it means placing their 
lives on the altar . Such is the spirit Christ expects from all who belong to His company . 
He was not imposing a new rule of self -discipline when He saidy * Take up the Cross and 
follow Me \ but calling for men of a courageousy invincible spirit . 


THE UNCONQUERABLE LEADER 


FTER two days was the feast of the 
/\ passover, and of unleavened bread: 
r"% and the chief priests and the scribes 
JL JIL sought how they might take him by 
craft* and put him to death. But they said. 
Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar 
of the people. 

The Anointing and Betrayal 
And being in Bethany in the house of 
Simon the leper, as he sat at meat, there 
came a woman having an alabaster box of 
ointment of spikenard very precious; and 
she brake the box, and poured it on his 
head. And there were some that had indigna- 
tion within themselves, and said, Why was 
this waste of the ointment made? For it 
might have been sold for more than three 
hundred pence, and have been given to the 
poor. And they murmured against her. And 
Jesus said. Let her alone; why trouble ye 
her? she hath wrought a good work on me. 
For ye have the poor with you always, and 
whensoever ye will ye may do them good: 
but me ye have not always. She hath done 
what she could: she is come aforehand to 
anoint my body to the burying. Verily 1 say 
unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be 
preached throughout the whole world, this 
also that she hath done shall be spoken of for 
a memorial of her. 


St. Mark 14, 1 — 16, 20 

And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, 
went unto the chief priests, to betray him 
unto them. And when they heard it, they 
were glad, and promised to give him money. 
And he sought how he might conveniently 
betray him. 

The Last Supper 

And the first day of unleavened bread, 
when they killed the passover, his disciples 
said unto him. Where wilt thou that we go 
and prepare that thou mayest eat the pass- 
over? And he sendeth forth two of his dis- 
ciples, and saith unto them. Go ye into the 
city, and there shall meet you a man bearing 
a pitcher of water: follow him. And where- 
soever he shall go in, say ye to the goodman 
of the house, The Master saith, Where is 
the guestchamber, where I shall eat the pass- 
over with my disciples ? And he will shew 
you a large upper room furnished and pre- 
pared: there make ready for us. And his 
disciples went forth, and came into the city, 
and found as he had said unto them: and 
they made ready the passover. 

And in the evening he cometh with the 
twelve. And as they sat and did eat, Jesus 
said. Verily I say unto you, One of you which 
eateth with me shall betray me. And they 
began to be sorrowful, and to say unto him 
one by one, Is it I? and another said. Is it I? 


1013 


ST. MARK 14, 20 

And he answered and said unto them, It is 
one of the twelve, that dipped* with me in 
the dish The Son of man indeed goeth, as 
it is written of him; but woe to that man by 
whom the Son of man is betrayed! good were 
it for that man if he had never been bom. 

And as they did eat, Jesus took bread, and 
blessed, and brake it, and gave to them, and 
said. Take, eat; this is my body* And he 
took the cup, and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them; and they aH drank of it. 
And he said unto them, This is my Mood of 
the new testament, which is shed for many. 
Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more 
of the fruit of the vine, until that day that I 
drink it new in the kingdom of God. 

And when they had sung an hymn, they 
went out into the mount of Olives. 

And Jesus saith unto them. All ye shall be 
offended because of me this night : for it is 
written, I will smite the shepherd, and the 
sheep shall be scattered. But after that I am 
risen, I will go before you into Galilee. But 
Peter said unto him, Although all shall be 
offended, yet will not I. And Jesus saith 
unto him, Verily I say unto thee. That this 
day, even in this night, before the cock crow 
twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. But he 
spake the more vehemently, If I should die 
with thee, I will not deny thee, in any wise. 
Likewise also said they all. 

Gethsemane's Quiet Garden 

And they came to a place which was named 
Gethsemane; and he saith to his disciples, 
Sit ye here, while I shall pray. And he 
taketh with him Peter and James and John, 
and began to be sore amazed, and to be very 
heavy; and saith unto them. My soul is ex- 
ceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, 
and watch. And he went forward a little, 
and fell on the ground, and prayed that, if it 
were possible, the hour might pass from 
Mm. And he said, Abba, Father, all things 
are possible unto thee; take away this cup 
from me : nevertheless not what I will, but 
what thou wilt. And he cometh, and findeth 
them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, Simon, 
sleepest thou? couldest not thou watch one 
hour? Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into 
temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but 
the flesh is weak. And again he went away, 
and prayed, and spake the same words. And 
when he returned, he found them asleep 
again, (for their eyes were heavy,) neither 


wist they what to answer him* AM he com* 
etfa the third time, and saith unto them. Sleep 
on now, and take your rest : it is enough, the 
hour is come; behold, the Son of man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise up, 
let us go; lo, he that betrayeth me is at hand. 

And immediately, while he yet spake, 
cometh Judas, one of the twelve, and with 
Mm a great multitude with swords and 
staves, from the chief priests and the scribes 
and the elders. And he that betrayed him had 
given them a token, saying. Whomsoever I 
shall kiss, that same is he ; take him, and lead 
him away safely. And as soon as he was 
come, he goeth straightway to Mm, and saith. 
Master, master; and kissed him. 

The Arrest of Jesus 

And they laid their hands on him, and 
took Mm. And one of them that stood by 
drew a sword, and smote a servant of the 
high priest, and cut off his ear. And Jesus 
answered and said unto them. Are ye come 
out, as against a tMef, with swords and with 
staves to take me? I was daily with you in 
the temple teacMng, and ye took me not: 
but the scriptures must be fulfilled. And 
they all forsook him, and fled. 

And there followed him a certain young 
man, having a linen cloth cast about Ms 
naked body; and the young men laid hold 
on him : and he left the linen cloth, and fled 
from them naked. . , ! • ; 

The Trial 

And they led Jesus away to the high priest ; 
and with him were assembled all the chief 
priests and the elders and the scribes. And 
Peter followed him afar off, even into the 
palace of the Mgh priest : and he sat with the 
servants, and warmed Mmself at the fire. 
And the chief priests and all the council 
sought for witness against Jesus to put him 
to death; and found none. For many bare 
false witness against him, but their witness 
agreed not together. And there arose cer- 
tain, and bare false witness against Mm, say- 
ing, We heard him say, I will destroy tins 
temple that is made with hands, and within 
three days I will build another made without 
hands. But neither so did their witness agree 
together. And the Mgh priest stood up in 
the midst, and asked Jesus, saying, Answer- 
est thou nothing ? what is it wMch these wit- 
ness against thee? But he held Ms peace, 




THE CALL OF THE CROSS AND THE ALTAR 

It is a call to men of every tribe and nation to devote their lives to the Cause of Christ , 
of God, and humanity. To-day this holy Cause wants volunteers , men and women who 
believe in it, will embrace it, and, with a spirit that is brave and resolute, go forward 
to establish it. For evil forces are at work in the world, making a determined effort 
to bring mankind into their power and under their rule. 

and answered nothing. Again the high priest And some began to spit on him, and to Cover 
asked him, and said unto him, Art thou the his face, and to buffet him, and to say unto 
Christ, the Son of the Blessed? And Jesus him, Prophesy: and the servants did strike 
said, I am : and ye shall see the Son of man him with the palms of their hands, 
sitting on the right hand of power, and com- 
ing in the clouds of heaven. Then the high ^ Disciple’s Denial 
priest rent his clothes, andsaitb, What need 

we any further witnesses? Ye have heard And as Peter was beneath in the palace* 
the blasphemy: what think ye? And they there cometh one of the maids of the high 
all condemned him to be guilty of death, priest: and when she saw Peter warming 

IOI5 



ST, MARK 14 , 67 

himself, she looked upon Mm, and said, And 
thou also wast with Jesus of Nazareth* But 
he denied, saying, I know not, neither under- 
stand I what thou sayest And he went out 
into the porch; and the cock crew. And a 
maid saw him again, and began to say to 
them that stood by. This is one of them. And 
he denied it again. And a little after, they 
that stood by said again to Peter, Surely thou 
art one of them : for thou art a Galilae&n, and 
thy speech agreeth thereto. But he began 
to curse and to swear, saying, I know not 
this man of whom ye speak. And the second 
time the cock crew. And Peter called to 
mind the word that Jesus said unto him. 
Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny 
me thrice. And when he thought thereon, 
he wept. 

They Cried Out, Crucify Him 
And straightway in the morning the chief 
priests held a consultation with the elders 
and scribes and the whole council, and bound 
Jesus, and carried him away, and delivered 
him to Pilate. And Pilate asked him. Art 
thou the King of the Jews? And he answer- 
ing said unto him, Thou sayest it. And the 
chief priests accused him of many things: 
hut he answered nothing. And Pilate asked 
Mm again, saying, Answerest thou nothing? 
behold how many things they witness against 
thee, , But Jesus, yet answered nothing; so 
that ! Pilate marvelled. 

: Now at that : feast he released unto them 
one prisoner, whomsoever they desired. And 
there was ■one 'named Barabbas, which lay 
bound with them that had made insurrection 
with him, who had committed murder in the 
insurrection. And the multitude crying aloud 
began to desire him to do as he had ever 
done unto them. But Pilate answered them, 
saying. Will ye that I release unto you the 
' King of the Jews? For he knew that the 
chief priests had delivered him for envy* But 
the chief priests moved the people, that he 
should rather release Barabbas unto them. 
And Pilate answered and said again unto 
them. What will ye then that I shall do unto 
him whom ye call the King of the Jews ? And 
they cried out again. Crucify him. Then 
Pilate said unto them. Why, what evil hath 
he done? And they cried out the more ex- 
ceedingly, Crucify him. And so Pilate, will- 
ing to content the people, released Barabbas 
unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he 
had scourged him, to be crucified. 


And the soldiers led Mm away into the 
hall, called Pneiorium ; and they call to- 
gether the whole band. And they clothed 
him with purple, and platted a crown of 
thorns, and put it about Ms head, and began 
to salute Mm, Hail, King of the Jews ! And 
they smote Mm on the head with a reed, and 
did spit upon Mm, and bowing their knees 
worshipped him. And when they had mocked 
Mm, they took off the purple from Mm, and 
put his own clothes on him, and led him 
out to crucify Mm. 

The Cross 

And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, 
who passed by, coming out of the country, 
the father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear 
Ms cross. And they bring him unto the place 
Golgotha, which is, being interpreted. The 
place of a skull. And they gave him to drink 
wine mingled with myrrh: but he received 
it not. And when they had crucified Mm, 
they parted Ms garments, casting lots upon 
them, what every man should take. And it 
was the tMrd hour, and they crucified Mm. 
And the superscription of Ms accusation was 
written over, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
And with Mm they crucify two tMeves; the 
one on his right hand, and the other on Ms 
left. And the scripture was fulfilled, wMch 
saith, And he was numbered with the trans- 
gressors. And they that passed by railed on 
Mm, wagging their heads, and saying, Ah, 
thou that destroyest the temple, and bulkiest 
it in three days, save thyself, and' come down 
from the cross. Likewise also the cMef priests 
mocking said among themselves with the 
scribes, He saved others; Mmself he cannot 
save. Let Christ the King of Israel descend 
now from the cross, that we may see and 
believe. And they that were crucified with 
Mm reviled Mm. 

And when the sixth hour was come, there 
was darkness over the whole land until the 
ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus 
cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, 
lama sabachthani? which is, being inter- 
preted, My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me? And some of them that stood 
by, when they heard it, said. Behold, he 
calleth Elias. And one ran and filled a spunge 
full of vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave 
him to drink, saying. Let alone; let us see 
whether Elias will come to take him down. 
And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave 
up the ghost. And the veil of the temple 
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was rent in twain from the top to the bottom. 
And when the centurion, which stood over 
against him, saw that he so cried out, and 
gave up the ghost, he said. Truly this man 
was the Son of God. There were also women 
looking on afar off: among whom was Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James 
the less and of Joses, and Salome; (who also, 
when he was in Galilee, followed him, and 
ministered unto him ;) and many other women 
which came up with him unto Jerusalem. 

The Burial 

And now when the even was come, because 
it was the preparation, that is, the day before 
the sabbath, Joseph of Arimathsea, an hon- 
ourable counsellor, which also waited for 
the kingdom of God, came, and went in 
boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of 
Jesus. And Pilate marvelled if he were al- 
ready dead: and calling unto him the cen- 
turion, he asked him whether he had been 
any while dead. And when he knew it of 
the centurion, he gave the body to Joseph. 
And he bought fine linen, and took him 
down, and wrapped him in the linen, and 
laid him in a sepulchre which was hewn 
out of a rock, and rolled a stone unto the 
door of the sepulchre. And Mary Magdalene 
and Mary the mother of Joses beheld where 
he was laid. 

The Resurrection 

And when the sabbath was past, Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that 
they 'might come and anoint him. And very 
early in the morning the first day of the 
week, they came unto the sepulchre at the 
rising of the sun. And they said among 
themselves. Who shall roll us away the stone 
from the door of the sepulchre? And when 
they looked, they saw that the stone was 
rolled away: for it was very great. And 
entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young 
man sitting on the right side, clothed in a 


ST. MARK 16, 20 

long white garment ; and they were affrighted. 
And he saith unto them. Be not affrighted; 
Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was cruci- 
fied: he is risen; he is not here: behold the 
place where they laid him. But go your 
way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth 
before you into Galilee : there shall ye see 
him, as he said unto you. And they went 
out quickly, and fled from the sepulchre; 
for they trembled and were amazed ; neither 
said they any thing to any man; for they 
were afraid. 1 

Now when Jesus was risen early the first 
day of the week, he appeared first to Mary 
Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven 
devils. And she went and told them that 
had been with him, as they mourned and 
wept. And they, when they had heard that 
he was alive, and had been seen of her, 
believed not. 

After that he appeared in another form 
unto two of them, as they walked, and went 
into the country. And they went and told 
it unto the residue : neither believed they 
them. 

Afterward he appeared unto the eleven 
as they sat at meat, and upbraided them 
with their unbelief and hardness of heart, 
because they believed not them which had 
seen him after he was risen. And he said 
unto them. Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but 
he that believeth not shall be damned. And 
these signs shall follow them that believe; 
In my name shall they cast out devils; they 
shall speak with new tongues; they shall take 
up serpents; and if they drink any deadly 
thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay 
hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 

So then after the Lord had spoken unto 
them, he was received up into heaven, and 
sat on the right hand of God. And they 
went forth, and preached every where, the 
Lord working with them, and confirming 
the word with signs following. Amen. 


1 The oldest manuscripts of this gospel do not go beyond these words. Later manuscripts give different 
endings, the most favoured being that which is printed here. 
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GOOD NEWS FOR THE JOURNEY OF LIFE 

Observe the road that rum through this book , We join it at Bethlehem * the place where 
Jesus was bom* and follow it to Calvary* the place where Jesus died. Between the 
cradle and the grave lies the strip of the road of life that each one of us in turn must 
travel It is* in a sense* a very personal road* a man's own road * No two people ever 
exactly cover the same ground . Every man has his own stretch of the road* but it is 
always a part of the common highway of life* and in its general outline it is the same 
for everybody. It has the same features* and the same milestones of experience. Now* 
in the sacred narrative * it is these general common features of the road that we are com- 
pelled to notice . They are in fact so strikingly displayed that we cannot read the story 
without feeling* in the first place * that it is the common road of life that is in this book 
of God* and * in the second place * that it is the Lord of Life who is on it* illuminating it 
and helping every handicapped traveller along it . One further point: this gospel was 
originally written as a personal letter to a personal friend* as a message of good news 
to a single individual* a lone traveller on the road of life ; to Theophilus* who* it is 
generally agreed * was * like ourselves * a Gentile . 


HALLOWING ALL BIRTHDAYS 

f FORASMUCH as many have taken in 
| hand to set forth in order a declara- 
" tion of those things which are most 
surely believed among us, even as 
they delivered them unto us, which from the 
beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers 
of the word; it seemed good to me also, 
'having had perfect understanding of ail 
things from the very first, to write unto thee 
in order, most excellent Theophilus, that 
thou mightest know the certainty of those 
things, wherein thou hast been instructed* 

: • : : : ? ■ 1 ; ' ' , 

An Angels Message 

> . There was in the days of Herod, the king 
' of Judsea, a certain priest named Zacharias, 
of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the 
daughters of Aaron, and her name was 
Elisabeth* 'And they were both righteous 
before God, walking in all the command- 
ments and ordinances of the Lord blameless* 
And they had no child, because that Elisa- 
beth was barren, and they both were now 
well stricken in years. 

And it came to pass, that while he executed 
the priest's office before God in the order of 
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his course, according to the custom of the 
priest's office, his lot was to burn incense ; i j 
when he went into the temple of the Lord. 

And the whole multitude of the people were 
praying without at the time of incense. , 1 ; 
And there appeared unto him an angel of the 
Lord standing on the right side of the altar 
of incense. And when Zacharias saw him, 
he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. But , 
the angel said unto him. Fear not, Zacharias : 
for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisa- j 
beth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt 
call his name John. And thou shalt have 
joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at 
his birth. For he shall be great in the sight ‘ 
of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor : 
strong drink; and he shall be filled with the 
Holy Ghost, even from Ms mother's womb. 

And many of the children of Israel shall he 
turn to the Lord their God. And he shall 
go before him in the spirit and power of 
Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom 
of the just; to make ready a people prepared 
for the Lord. And Zacharias said unto the 
angel. Whereby shall I know tMs? for I am 




years. And the angel answering said unto 
him* I am Gabriel* that stand in the presence 
of God* and am sent to speak unto thee* 
and to shew thee these glad tidings. And* 
behold* thou shall be dumb* and not able 
to speak* until the day that these things shall 
be performed* because thou believest not 
my words* which shall be fulfilled in their 
season. And the people waited for Zacharias* 
and marvelled that he tarried so long in the 
temple. And when he came out* he could 
not speak unto them: and they perceived 
that he had seen a vision in the temple: for 
he beckoned unto them* and remained 
speechless. And it came to pass* that* 
as soon as the days of his ministration 
were accomplished* he departed to his own 
house. 

And after those days his wife Elisabeth 
conceived* and hid herself five months* say- 
ing* thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the 
days wherein he looked on me* to take away 
my reproach among men. 

The Home at Nazareth 

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel 
was sent from God unto a city of Galilee* 
named Nazareth* to a virgin espoused to a 
man whose name was Joseph* of the house 
of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. 
And the angel came in unto her* and said* 
Hail* thou that art highly favoured* the Lord 
is with thee : blessed art thou among women. 
And when she saw him* she was troubled 
at his saying* and cast in her mind 1 what 
manner of salutation this should be. And 
the angel said unto her* Fear not, Mary: for 
thou hast found favour with God. And* 
behold* thou shall conceive in thy womb* 
and bring forth a son* and shall call his name 
JESUS. He shall be great* and shall be 
called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord 
God shall give unto him the throne of his 
father David: and he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom 
there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto 
the angel* How shall this be* seeing I know 
not a man? And the angel answered and 
said unto her* The Holy Ghost shall come 
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upon thee* and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee: therefore also that 
holy thing which shall be bom of thee shall 
be called the Son of God, And* behold* thy 
cousin Elisabeth* she hath also conceived a 
son in her old age; and this is the sixth 
month with her* who was called barren. For 
with God nothing shall be impossible. And 
Mary said* Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. 
And the angel departed from her. 

The Two Mothers 

And Mary arose in those days* and went 
into the hill country with haste* into a city 
of Juda; and entered into the house of 
Zacharias* and saluted Elisabeth, And it 
came to pass* that* when Elisabeth heard the 
salutation of Mary* the babe leaped in her 
womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the 
Holy Ghost: and she spake out with a loud 
voice* and said, Blessed art thou among 
women* and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. 
And whence is this to me* that the mother 
of my Lord should come to me? For* lo* as 
soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded 
in mine ears* the babe leaped in my womb 
for joy. And blessed is she that believed: for 
there shall be a performance of those things 
which were told her from the Lord. And 
Mary said* 

My soul doth magnify the Lord* 

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour. 

For he hath regarded the low estate of Ms 
handmaiden: 

For, behold* from henceforth all genera- 
tions shall call me blessed* 

For he that is mighty hath done to me 
great things; 

And holy is his name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him 

From generation to generation. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm; 

He hath scattered the proud in the imagi- 
nation of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their 
seats* 

And exalted them of low degree. 


1 In the accounts of the birth of Jesus and John we are admitted to the intimate and holy thoughts that, like 
a company of angels, always attend the birth of a child. Jesus and John were exceptional children, but every 
father and mother would say that God still graciously surrounds the gift of life with the atmosphere of heaven. 
In the narrative there are many things that bring it close to human experience; the secret prayers* the sacred 
confidences exchanged with relatives, the unforeseen circumstances that arise as the days draw near and that 
cannot easily be overcome; above all, the way that things in the story and in human life seem to happen by 
chance, and yet are ordered, or overruled* by Providence. 
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He hath filled the hungry with good 
things; 

And the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He hath holpen his servant Israel, 

In remembrance of his mercy; 

As he spake to our fathers. 

To Abraham, and to his seed for ever. 
And Mary abode with her about three 
months, and returned to her own house. 

The Birth of John 

Mow Elisabeth's full time came that she 
should be delivered; and she brought forth 
a son. And her neighbours and her cousins 
heard how the Lord had shewed great mercy 
upon her; and, they rejoiced with her. And it 
came to pass, that on the eighth day they 
came to circumcise the child; and they called 
him Zacharias, after the name of his father. 
And his mother answered and said. Not so; 
but he shall be called John, And they said 
unto her. There is none of thy kindred that 
is called by this name. And they made signs 
to his father, how he would have him called. 
And he asked for a writing table, and wrote, 
saying, His name is John. And they mar- 
velled all. And his mouth was opened im- 
mediately, and his tongue loosed, and he 
spake, and praised God, And fear came on 
ail that dwelt round about them: and all 
these sayings were noised abroad throughout 
all the hill country of Judaea. And all they 
that heard them laid them up in their hearts, 
saying. What manner of child shall this be! 
And the hand of the Lord was with him. 

The Boy's Future 

And his father Zacharias was filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying. 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; 

Fbr he hath visited and redeemed his 
, people. 

And hath raised up an horn of salvation 
, , for us 

In the house of bis servant David; 

As he spake by the mouth of his holy 
prophets, which have been since the 
world began: 

That we should be saved from our 
enemies, and from the hand of all that 
hate us ; 

To perform the mercy promised to our 
| fathers, ’ 

And to remember his holy covenant; 


The oath which he sware to our father 
Abraham, 

That he would grant unto us, that we 
being delivered out of the hand of our 
enemies 

Might serve him without fear. 

In holiness and righteousness before him, 
all the days of our life. 

And thou, child, shah be called the pro- 
phet of the Highest: 

For thou shall go before the face of the 
Lord to prepare his ways; 

To give knowledge of salvation unto his 
people 

By the remission of their sins. 

Through the tender mercy of our God; 

Whereby the dayspring from on high hath 
visited us, 

To give light to them that sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of death. 

To guide our feet into the way of peace. 

And the child grew, and waxed strong in 
spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of 
his shewing unto Israel. 

The Birth of Jesus 

And it came to pass in those days, that 
there went out a decree from Caesar Augus- 
tus, that all the world should be taxed. (And 
this taxing was first made when Cyrenius 
was governor of Syria.) And ail went to be 
taxed, every one into his own city. And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the 
city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city 
of David, which is called Bethlehem; (be- 
cause he was of the house and lineage of 
David:) to be taxed with Mary his espoused 
wife, being great with child. And so it was, 
that, while they were there, the days were 
accomplished that she should be delivered. 
And she brought forth her firstborn son, and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 
him in a manger; because there was no room 
for them in the inn. 

The Angel's Song 

And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. And, io, the angel 
of the Lord came upon them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone round about them: and 
they were sore afraid. And the angel said 
unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be 



AT THE BEGINNING OF LIFE’S JOURNEY 

What will he become ? is every mother's question. It is God s question, too. And God 
says to every state and nation, Watch what you make of him, for I will not hold the 
people guiltless who forget or deny that he is a child of Mine. 


to all people. For unto you is bom this day which is come to pass, which the Lord hath 
in the city of David a Saviour, which is made known unto us. And they came with 
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the 
unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in babe lying in a manger. And when they had 
swad dling clothes, lying in a manger. And seen it, they made known abroad the saying 
suddenly there was with the angel a multi- which was told them concerning this child, 
tude of the heavenly host praising God, and And all they that heard it wondered at those 
. things which were told them by thp shep- 

Glory to God in the highest, herds. But Mary kept all tiiese Jungs, tmd 

And on earth peace, good will toward men. pondered them in her ear . P 

herds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all the things that they had heard and 
A Babe in a Manger seen, a s it was told unto them. 

And it came to pass, as the angels were 
gone away from them into heaven, the shep- 
herds said one to another. Let us now go 
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 

102 x 


The Naming of Jesus 
And when eight days were accomplished 
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for the circumcising of the child, Ms name fourscore and four years, which departed not 

was called JESUS, which was so named of from the temple, but served God with fast- 
the angel before he was conceived in the ings and prayers night and day* And she 
womb* coming in that instant gave thanks likewise 

And when the days of her purification unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them 
according to the law of Moses were accom- that looked for redemption in Jerusalem, 
plished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to And when they had performed all things 
present him to the Lord; (as it is written in according to the law of the Lord, they re~ 
the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth turned into Galilee, to their own city 
the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;} Nazareth. 

and to offer a sacrifice according to that And the child grew, and waxed strong in 
which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of 
of turtledoves, or two young pigeons. And, God was upon him, 
behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose . x _ 

name was Simeon; and the same man was Boyhood of jesus 

just and devout, waiting for the consolation Now Ms parents went to Jerusalem every 
of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him, year at the feast of the passover. And when 
And it was revealed unto him by the Holy he was twelve years old, they went up to 
Ghost, that he should not see death, before Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. And 
he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came when they had fulfilled the days, as they 
by the Spirit into the temple : and when the returned, the cMld Jesus tarried behind in 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew 
Mm after the custom of the law, then took not of it. But they, supposing him to have 
he him up in Ms arms, and blessed God, and been in the company, went a day’s journey; 
said, and they sought Mm among their kinsfolk 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart and acquaintance. And when they found Mm 
in peace, not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, 

According to thy word: . seeking him* And it came to pass, that after 

Tor, mine eyes have seen thy salvation, three days they found him in the temple, 
WMch thou hast prepared before the face sitting in the midst of the doctors, both 
of all people; hearing them, and asking them questions* 

A light to lighten the Gentiles, And all that heard him were astonished at 

And the glory of thy people Israel, Ms understanding and answers* And when 

And Joseph and Ms mother marvelled at they saw him, they were amazed: and his 
those things wMch were spoken of him. And mother said unto him. Son, why hast thou 
Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I 
Ms mother. Behold, this child is set for the have sought thee sorrowing. And he said 
fall and rising again of many in Israel; and unto them. How is it that ye sought me? 
for a sign wMch shall be spoken against; wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s 
(yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own business ? 1 And they understood not the 

soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts saying wMch he spake unto them. And he 

may be revealed. And there was one Anna, went down with them, and came to Nazareth, 

a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the and was subject unto them : but Ms mother 

■ tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, and had kept all these sayings in her heart, 

lived with an husband seven years from her And J esus increased in wisdom and stature, 
virginity; and she was a widow of about and in favour with God and man. 

1 The word should have been translated ‘house’, that is the Temple, but as we read the story of His life, 
and see how intent Christ was upon His Father’s business, we can understand the translator’s leaning to a 
word that would reveal what was in His mind as He talked to the doctors. A boy at twelve begins to ask 
himself what he will do when he becomes a man. 



AMONG THE WORKERS 

GOD'S TASK AND MAN'S IN HUMAN LIFE 
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The greater part of the journey of life is taken up with the work of life. But what is 
the work of life? Men have the haziest and most varied ideas about it. So far as we 
know*> Christ is the only one who gives us any clear conception of it. He was, we are 
told * for some years a carpenter * and we welcome the thought that He speaks from 
personal experience of manual work . One of the things He continually emphasizes is 
that the world was never meant to be simply a workshop * nor man merely a workman. 
The work men do, He says as a fellow-workman , is only a part of the work of life. They 
are sons of God as well as servants of men * and have more to do in life than just work 
for a livings or keep the wheels of the world going round . As sons of God, men must 
engage in the work of God and be about their Father's business . For that business 
includes and overrides all the businesses of men. It stoops to but does not stop at the 
making of a better worlds by the use and development of the earth's resources . But such 
work is incidental to the life of man. Life's work, as Christ reveals it, is the deliverance 
of the sons of men from all that hinders them realizing their divine destiny as sons of God. 

REACHING MANHOOD St Luke 3 , 1— 4 , 13 

* 9S tk *yoW in the fifteenth year of the worthy of repentance* and begin not to say 
pk , reign of Tiberius Caesar* Pon- within yourselves* We have Abraham to our 
I ik tins Pilate being governor of father: for I say unto you, That God is able 
JL 11 Judaea, and Herod being tetrarch of these stones to raise up children unto 
of Galilee* and his brother Philip tetrarch of Abraham. And now also the axe is laid unto 
Ituraea and of the region of Trachonitis, and the root of the trees : every tree therefore 
Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene* Annas and which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
Caiaphas being the high priests* the word of down* and cast into the fire. And the people 
God came unto John the son of Zacharias in asked him* saying* What shall we do then? 
the wilderness. And he came into all the He answereth and saith unto them* He that 
country about Jordan* preaching the bap- hath two coats* let him impart to him that 
tism of repentance for the remission of sins; hath none; and he that hath meat* let him 
as it is written in the book of the words of do likewise. Then came also publicans to be 
Esaias the prophet* saying* baptized* and said unto him* Master* what 

The voice of one crying in the wilderness* shall we do? And he said unto them* Exact 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord* no more than that which Is appointed you. 

Make his paths straight. And the soldiers likewise demanded of him* 

Every valley shall be filled* saying* And what shall we do? And he said 

And every mountain and hill shall be unto them, Do violence to no man* neither 
brought low; accuse any falsely; and be content with your 

And the crooked shall be made straight* wages. 

And the rough ways shall be made smooth; And as the people were in expectation* 
And all flesh shall see the salvation of and all men mused in their hearts of John* 
God. whether he were the Christ* or not; John 

Then said he to the multitude that came answered* saying unto them all* I indeed 
forth to be baptized of him* O generation of baptize you with water; but one mightier 
vipers* who hath warned you to flee from the than 1 cometh* the latchet of whose shoes I 
wrath to come? Bring forth therefore fruits am not worthy to unloose: he shah baptize 
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you with the Holy Ghost and with fire ; whose 
fan is in Ms hand, and he will throughly 
purge Ms floor, and will gather the wheat 
into Ms gamer; but the chaff he will bum 
with fire unquenchable* 

And many other things in his exhortation 
preached he unto the people. But Herod the 
tetrarch, being reproved by Mm for Heredias 
Ms brother PMIip’s wife, and for all the evils 
wMch Herod had done, added yet tMs above 
all, that he shut up John in prison. 

Man and God 

Now when all the people were baptized, 
it came to pass, that (Jesus also being bap- 
tized, and praying, the heaven was opened, 
and the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily 
shape like a dove upon him, and a voice 
came from heaven, which said, Thou art my 
beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased* 

Man and His Ancestors 

And Jesus himself began to be about 
thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) 
the son of Joseph, wMch was the son of Hell, 
wMch was the son of Matthat, wMch was 
the son of Levi, which was the son of MelcM, 
which was the son of Janna, wMch was the 
son of Joseph, wMch was the son of Matta- 
tMas, wMch was the 'son of Amos, which was 
the son of Naum, wMch was the son of Esli, 
which was the son of Nagge, wMch was the 
son of Maath, which was the son of Matta- 
tMas, which was the son of Semei, wMch 
was the son of Joseph, which was the son of 
Juda, wMch was the son of Joanna, wMch 
was the son of Rhesa, which was the son of 
Zorobabel, which was the son of SalatMel, 
wMch was the son of Neri, wMch was the 
son of MelcM, wMch was the son of Addi, 
which was the son of Cosam, wMch was the 
son of Elmodam, wMch was the son of Er, 
wMch was the son of Jose, which was the 
son of Eliezer, wMch was the son of Jorim, 
which was the son of Matthat, wMch was 
the son of Levi, which was the son of Simeon, 
which was the son of Juda, wMch was the 
son of Joseph, wMch was the son of Jonan, 
which was the son of Eiiakim, wMch was the 
son of Melea, wMch was the son of Menan, 
which was the son of Mattatha, wMch was 


the son of Nathan, which was the son of 
David 3 which was the son of Jesse, wMch 
was the son of Obed, wMch was the son of 
Booz, which was the son of Salmon, wMch 
was the son of Naasson, which was the son 
of Aminadab, which was the son of Aram, 
which was the son of Esrom, wMch was the 
son of Phares, which was the son of Juda, 
which was the son of Jacob, wMch was the 
son of Isaac, wMch was the son of Abraham, 
which was the son of Thara, wMch was the 
son of Nachor, which was the son of Saruch, 
which was the son of Ragati, wMch was the 
son of Phalec, which was the son of Heber, 
which was the son of Sala, wMch was the son 
of Cainan, which was the son of Arphaxad, 
wMch was the son of Sem, wMch was the 
son of Noe, wMch was the son of Lantech, 
wMch was the son of Mathusala, which was 
the son of Enoch, wMch was the son of 
Jared, which was the son of Maleleel, wMch 
was the son of Cainan, which was the son of 
Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was 
the son of Adam, wMch was the son of God. 

Man and the Devil 

And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost 
returned from Jordan, and was led by the 
Spirit into the wilderness, being forty days 
tempted of the devil, 1 And in those days he 
did eat nothing: and when they were ended, 
he afterward hungered* And the devil said 
unto him. If thou be the Son of God, com- 
mand tMs stone that it be made bread. And 
Jesus answered him, saying. It is written. 
That man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word of God* And the devil, taking 
him up into an Mgh mountain, shewed unto 
him all the kingdoms of the world in a 
moment of time. And the devil said unto 
Mm, AH tMs power will I give thee, and the. 
glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; 
and to whomsoever I will I give it* If thou 
therefore wilt worsMp me, all shall be tMne. 
And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get 
thee behind me, Satan : for It is written, Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Mm 
only shalt thou serve. And he brought Mm 
to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of 
the temple, and said unto Mm, If thou be the 
Son of God, cast thyself down from hence: 
for it is written. 


1 A man is often tempted to look upon his life’s work as an opportunity to get all he can for himself, to get 
as much of the world’s goods, power, and prestige in the easiest way he can, without being too particular about 
the means he adopts. See also Matthew 4, 1-11, p. 956. 
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He shall give his angels charge over thee, And Jesus answering said unto him, It is 

to keep thee: said. Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy 

And God. 

In their hands they shall bear thee up. And when the devil had ended all the 

Lest at any time thou dash thy foot against temptation, he departed from him for a 
a stone* season* 

MANHOOD’S GREATEST TASK St Luke 4 , 14— 9 , 50 

It is to take up the purpose of God, and work for it; work for it as confidently and 
continuously as Christ worked for it: giving His whole life to it, even unto death . But 
to-day, who cares to this extent about the work of God? Or sees it as a glorious purpose, 
the only hope for mankind? Yet what is nationalism compared with God's will for the 
whole human family? What are political changes compared with the transformation of 
human nature and destiny? What is the value of a four years plan compared with 
God's promise for to-day, to-morrow, and for ever? Yet to these man-made schemes 


mm will give the strength and enthusiasm 

AND Jesus returned in the power of the 
Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a 
fame of him through all the region round 
about. And he taught in their synagogues, 
being glorified of all. 

The Saviour of Men 

And he came to Nazareth, where he had 
been brought up : and, as his custom was, he 
went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, 
and stood up for to read. 1 And there was 
delivered unto him the book of the prophet 
Esaias. And when he had opened the book, 
he found the place where it was written. 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. 
Because he hath anointed me to preach the 
gospel to the poor; 

He hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, 
to preach deliverance to the captives. 
And recovering of sight to the blind. 

To set at liberty them that are bruised. 
To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
And he closed the book, and he gave it again 
to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes 
of all them that were in the synagogue were 
fastened on him. And he began to say unto 
them. This day is this scripture fulfilled in 
your ears. And all bare Mm witness, and 
wondered at the gracious words which pro- 
ceeded out of Ms mouth. And they said, Is 
not this Joseph’s son? And he said unto 
them, Ye will surely say unto me this pro- 
verb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we 
have heard done in Capernaum, do also here 
■ 1 Compare Matthew 


of their manhood. 

in thy country. And he said. Verily I say 
unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own 
country. But I tell you of a truth, many 
widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, 
when the heaven was shut up three years and 
six months, when great famine was through- 
out all the land; but unto none of them was 
Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, 
unto a woman that was a widow. And many 
lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus 
the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, 
saving Naaman the Syrian. And all they in 
the synagogue, when they heard these tMngs, 
were filled with wrath, and rose up, and 
thrust him out of the city, and led him unto 
the brow of the hill whereon their city was 
built, that they might cast Mm down head- 
long. But he passing through the midst of 
them went his way. 

The Power of His Word 

And came down to Capernaum, a city of 
Galilee, and taught them on the sabbath 
days. And they were astonished at Ms doc- 
trine : for Ms word was with power. And in 
the synagogue there was a man, wMch had a 
spirit of an unclean devil, and cried out with 
a loud voice, saying, Let us alone; what have 
we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? 
art thou come to destroy us? I know thee 
who thou art; the Holy One of God. And 
Jesus rebuked him, saying. Hold thy peace, 
and come out of him. And when the devil 
had thrown him in the midst, he came out 
i3» 54* P- 97i» i* 
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rf Mm, and hurt Mill not. And they were all 
amazed, and spake among themselves, say- 
ing, What a word Is this! for with authority 
md power he commanded! the unclean 
spirits, and they come out* And the fame of 
him went out into every place of the country 
round about* 

Power and Prayer 

And he arose out of the synagogue, and 
entered into Simon’s house. And Simon’s 
vife’s mother was taken with a great fever; 
md they besought Mm for her. And he 
stood over her, and rebuked the fever; and it 
[eft her; and immediately she arose and 
ministered unto them, ' 

■ Mow when the sun was setting, ail they 
that had any sick with divers diseases brought 
diem unto him; and he laid his hands on 
every one of them, and healed them. And 
devils also came out of many, crying out, and 
saying. Thou art Christ the Son of God. 
And he rebuking them suffered them not to 
speak: for they knew that he was Christ. 

And when it was day, he departed and 
vent into a desert place: and the people 
sought him, and came unto him, and stayed 
Men, that he should not depart from them. 
And he said unto them, I must preach the 
kingdom of God to other cities also; for 
rherefore am I sent, 

And he preached In the synagogues of 
Galilee. 

Among Fishermen 

And it came to pass, that, as the people 
pressed upon him to hear the word of God, 
ae stood by the lake of Gennesaret, and saw 
iwo ships standing by the lake; but the 
dshermen were gone out of them, and were 
washing their nets. And he entered into one 
>£ the sMps, which was Simon’s, and prayed 
aim that he would thrust out a little from the 
.and. And he sat down, and taught the 
people out of the ship. Now when he had 
.eft speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch 
>ut into the deep, and Jet down your nets for 
i draught. And Simon answering said unto 
aim. Master, we have toiled ah the night, and 
lave taken nothing; nevertheless at thy word 
[ will let down the net. And when they had 
:his done, they inclosed a great multitude 
>£ fishes; and their net brake. And they 
reckoned unto their partners, which were in 


the other ship, that they should come and 
help them. And they came, and filled both 
the ships, so that they began to sink. When 
Simon Peter saw it, he fei down at Jesus’ 
knees, saying. Depart from me; for 1 am a 
sinful man, O Lord, For he was astonished, 
and all that were with Mm, at the draught of 
the fishes which they had taken; and so was 
also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
which were partners with Simon* And Jesus 
said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth 
thou shall catch men. And when they had 
brought their ships to land, they forsook all, 
and followed Mm, 

Sickness and Sin 

And it came to pass, when he was in a 
certain city, behold a man full of leprosy; 
who seeing Jesus fell on his face, and be- 
sought Mm, saying. Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
canst make me clean. And he put forth Ms 
hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be 
thou clean. And immediately the leprosy de- 
parted from him. And he charged him to 
tell no man; but go, and shew thyself to 'the 
priest, and offer for thy cleansing, according 
as Moses commanded, for a testimony unto 
them. But so much the more went there a 
fame abroad of Mm; and great multitudes 
came together to hear, and to be healed by 
Mm of their infirmities. And he withdrew 
himself into the wilderness, and prayed. 

And it came to pass on a certain day, as 
he was teaching, that there were Pharisees 
and doctors of the law sitting by, whidh were 
come out of every town of Galilee, and Judaea, 
and Jerusalem; and the power of the Lord 
was present to heal them. And, behold, men 
brought in a bed a man wMch was taken 
with a palsy : and they sought means to bring 
him in, and to lay Mm before him. And 
when they could not find by what way they 
might bring Mm in because of the multitude, 
they went upon the housetop, and let Mm 
down through the tiling with his couch into 
the midst before Jesus, And when he saw 
their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins 
are forgiven thee. And the scribes and the 
Pharisees began to reason, saying, Who is 
this wMch speaketh blasphemies? Who can 
forgive sins, but God alone? 1 But when Jesus 
perceived their thoughts, he answering said 
unto them. What reason ye in your hearts? 
Whether is easier, to say. Thy sins be for- 
given thee ; or to say, Rise up and walk ? But 





FOR HIS WORK CHRIST WANTS KEEN WORKMEN 

That is one reason why He selected His companions from hard-working men . His fisher- 
men friends y for example * were of this character . He found them y after their nights toil , 
washing their nets; willing to man one of their boats for Him y while He spoke from it 
to the crowd; and at His bidding * though they had toiled all night and caught nothings 
they were ready to launch out into the deep and try again. 


that ye may know that the Son of man hath receipt of custom: and he said unto him* 

power upon earth to forgive sins* (he said Follow me. And he left ail* rose up* and 

unto the sick of the palsy*) I say unto thee* followed him. 

Arise* and take up thy couch* and go into 

thine house. And immediately he rose up * ubhcans and dinners 

before them* and took up that whereon he And Levi made him a great feast in Ms 
lay* and departed to his own house* glorify- own house: and there was a great company 

ing God. And they were all amazed* and of publicans and of others that sat down with 

they glorified God* and were filled with fear* them. But their scribes and Pharisees mux- 

saying* We have seen strange things to day. mured against his disciples* saying* Why do 

ye eat and drink with publicans and sinners ? 
And Jesus answering said unto them* They 
that are whole need not a physician; but 
they that are sick. I came not to call the 
righteous* but sinners to repentance. 


A Customs Officer 

And after these things he went forth* and 
saw a publican* named Levi* sitting at the 
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Things Old and New 

And they said unto Mm, Why do the dis- 
:iples of John fast often, and make prayers, 
md likewise the disciples of the Pharisees; 
mt thine eat and drink? And he said unto 
hem. Can ye make the children of the bride- 
:hamber fast, while the bridegroom is with 
hem? But the days will come, when the 
bridegroom shall be taken away from them, 
md then shall they fast in those days. And 
le spake also a parable unto them; No man 
butteth a piece of a new garment upon an 
>id; if otherwise, then both the new maketh 
i rent, and the piece that was taken out of 
he new agreeth not with the old And no 
nan putteth new wine into old bottles; else 
he new wine will burst the bottles, and be 
jpiUed, and the bottles shall perish. But new 
wine must be put into new bottles; and both 
ire preserved. No man also having drunk 
bid wine straightway desireth new: for he 
jaith, The old is better. 

Lawful and Unlawful 

And it came to pass on the second sabbath 
ifter the first, that he went through the com 
adds; and his disciples plucked the ears of 
com, and did eat, rubbing them in their 
hands. And certain of the Pharisees said 
unto them, Why do ye that which is not 
lawful to do on the sabbath days ? And Jesus 
answering them said. Have ye not read so 
much as this, what David 'did, when himself 
was an hungred, and they which were with 
him; how he went into the house of God, 
md did take and eat the shewbread, and gave 
also to them that were with him; which it is 
not .lawful to eat but for the priests alone? 
And he said unto them, That the Son of man 
is Lord also of the sabbath. 

Good and Evil 

And it came to pass also on another sab- 
bath, that he entered into the synagogue and 
taught; and there was a man whose right 
hand was withered. And the scribes and 
Pharisees watched him, whether he would 
heal on the sabbath day ; that they might find 
m accusation against him. But he knew 
their thoughts, and said to the man which 


had the withered hand, Rise up, and stand 
forth in the midst. And he arose and stood 
forth. Then said Jesus unto them, 1 will ask 
you one thing; Is it lawful on the sabbath 
days to do good, or to do evil ? to save life, or 
to destroy it ? And looking round about upon 
them ail, he said unto the man, Stretch forth 
thy hand. And he did so: and Ms hand was 
restored whole as the other. And they were 
filled with madness; and communed one 
with another what they might do to Jesus. 

The Companions of Christ 

And it came to pass in those days, that 
he went out into a mountain to pray, and 
continued all night in prayer to God. And 
when it was day, he called unto him his dis- 
ciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom 
also he named apostles; Simon, (whom he 
also named Peter,) and Andrew his brother, 
James and John, Philip and Bartholomew, 
Matthew and Thomas, James the son of 
Alphasus, and Simon called Zelotes, and 
Judas the brother of James, and Judas Is- 
cariot, which also was the traitor. And he 
came down with them, and stood in the plain, 
and the company of Ms disciples, and a great 
multitude of people out of all Judaea and 
Jerusalem, and from the sea coast of Tyre 
and Sidon, wMch came to hear him, and to 
be healed of their diseases; and they that 
were vexed with unclean spirits; and they 
were healed. And the whole multitude 
sought to touch Mm: for there went virtue 
out of him, and healed them all. 

The True Life 

And he lifted up Ms eyes on Ms disciples, 
and said. Blessed 1 be ye poor: for yours is the 
kingdom of God. Blessed are ye that hunger 
now: for ye shall be filled. Blessed are ye 
that weep now: for ye shall laugh. . Blessed 
are ye, when men shall hate you,' and when 
they shall separate you from their company, 
and shall reproach you, and cast out your 
name as evil, for the Son of man’s sake. 
Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, 
behold, your reward is great in heaven: for 
in the like manner did their fathers unto the 
prophets. But woe unto you that are rich! 


1 Look at the world in which we live. There is so much poverty, hunger, weeping, and reproach in it that 
anyone who is not moved by these things to do something to lessen them, to go hungry himself that others 
may eat, and forgo his fun that tears may be dried, can never know the true blessedness of life. In the face 
of the world’s sorrows and needs, even we could not say ‘Blessed are ye’ to those who are so well pleased with 
themselves, and so busy getting rich and making merry, that they hear not the cry of men nor the call of God. 
Cf. Matthew 5, p. 958. 



for ye have received your consolation* Woe 
unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. 
Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye shall 
mourn and weep* Woe unto you, when all 
men shall speak well of you! for so did their 
fathers to the false prophets. 

But I say unto yojz which hear. Love your 
enemies, do good to them which hate you, 
bless them that curse you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you. And unto him 
that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also 
the other; and him that taketh away thy 
cloke forbid not to take thy coat also. Give 
to every man that asketh of thee ; and of him 
that taketh away thy goods ask them not 
again. And as ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye also to them likewise. For if 
ye love them which love you, what thank 
have ye? for sinners also love those that love 
them. And if ye do good to them which do 
good to you, what thank have ye ? for sinners 
also do even the same. And if ye lend to 
them of whom ye hope to receive, what 
thank have ye? for sinners also lend to 
sinners, to receive as much again. But love 
ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, 
hoping for nothing again; and your reward 
shall be .great, and ye shall be the children of 
the Highest: for he is kind unto the un- 
thankful and to the evil. Be ye therefore 
merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 
Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: con- 
demn not, and ye shall not be condemned: 
forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: give, and 
it shall be given unto you; good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken together, and run- 
ning over, shall men give into your bosom. 
For with the same measure that ye mete 
withal it shall be measured to you again. 

And he spake a parable unto them, Can 
the blind lead the blind? shall they not both 
fall into the ditch? The disciple is not above 
Ms master: but every one that is perfect shall 
be as his master. And why beholdest thou 
the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but 
perceivest not the beam that is in thine own 
eye? Either how canst thou say to thy 
brother. Brother, let me pull out the mote 
that is in thine eye, when thou thyself be- 
holdest not the beam that is in thine own 
eye ? Thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam 
out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see 
clearly to pull out the mote that is in thy 
brother's eye. For a good tree bringeth not 
forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt 
tree bring forth good fruit. For every tree is 
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known by his own fruit. For of thorns men 
do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush 
gather they grapes. A good man out of the 
good treasure of Ms heart bringeth forth that 
which is good; and an evil man out of the 
evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that 
which is evil; for of the abundance of the 
heart his mouth speaketh. 

And why call ye me. Lord, Lord, and do 
not the things which I say? Whosoever 
cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and 
doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is 
like : he is like a man which built an house, 
and digged deep, and laid the foundation on 
a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream 
beat vehemently upon that house, and could 
not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. 
But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a 
man that without a foundation built an house 
upon the earth; against which the stream did 
beat vehemently, and immediately it fell ; and 
the ruin of that house was great. 

Now when he had ended all his sayings in 
the audience of the people, he entered into 
Capernaum. 

For Gentiles , too 

And a certain centurion's servant, who was 
dear unto him, was sick, and ready to die. 
And when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto 
him the elders of the Jews, beseeching him 
that he would come and heal his servant. 
And when they came to Jesus, they besought 
him instantly, saying, That he was worthy 
for whom he should do this: for he loveth 
our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue. 
Then Jesus went with them. And when he 
was now not far from the house, the cen- 
turion sent friends to him, saying unto him, 
Lord, trouble not thyself : for I am not worthy 
that thou shouldest enter under my roof: 
wherefore neither thought I myself worthy 
to come unto thee: but say in a word, and 
my servant shall be healed. For I also am a 
man set under authority, having under me 
soldiers, and I say unto one. Go, and he 
goeth ; and to another, Come, and he cometh; 
and to my servant. Do this, and he doeth it. 
When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled 
at him, and turned him about, and said unto 
the people that followed him, I say unto you, 
I have not found so great faith, no, not in 
Israel. And they that were sent, returning to 
the house, found the servant whole that had 
been sick. 
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Among Those Who Weep 

And It came to pass the day after* that he 
vent into a city called Main,; and many of Ms 
lisciples went with him* and much people. 
Slow when lie came nigh to the gate of the 
rity, behold* there was a dead man carried 
mty the only son of his mother* and she was 
i widow; and much people of the city was 
vkh her. And when the Lord saw her* he 
lad compassion on her, and said unto her* 
Weep not. And he came and touched the 
fier: and they that bare Mm stood still. And 
it said, Young man, 1 say unto thee. Arise. 
And he that was dead sat up, and began to 
speak. And he delivered Mm to his mother. 
And there came a fear on all: and they glori- 
aed God, saying, That a great prophet is risen 
ap among us ; and. That God hath visited his 
people. And this rumour of him went forth 
throughout all Jud&a, and throughout all the 
region round about. 

Men like Children 

And the disciples of John shewed Mm of 
all. these things. And John calling unto him 
two of Ms disciples sent them to Jesus, say- 
ing, Art thou he that should come? or look 
we for another? When the men were come 
unto him, they said, John Baptist hath sent 
us unto thee, saying, Art thou he that should 
come? or look we for another? And in that 
same hour he cured many of their infirmities 
and plagues, and of .evil spirits; and unto 
many that were blind he gave sight. Then 
Jesus answering said unto them, Go your 
way, and tell John what things ye have seen 
and heard; how that the blind see, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is 
preached. And { blessed is he, whosoever 
shall not be offended in me. 

And when the messengers of John were 
departed, he began to speak unto the people 
concerning John, What went ye out into the 
wilderness for to see? A reed shaken with 
the wind? But what went ye out for to see? 
A man clothed in soft raiment ? Behold, they 
which are gorgeously apparelled, and live 
'delicately, are in kings* courts. But what 
went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, I 


say unto you, and much more than a pro- 
phet. This is he, of whom it is written. 

Behold, I send my messenger before thy 
face, 

Which shall prepare thy way before thee. 
For I say unto you. Among those that are 
born of women there Is § ot a greater prophet 
than John the Baptist: but he that is least in 
the kingdom of God is greater than he. And 
all the people that heard Mm, and the pub- 
licans, justified God, being baptized with the 
baptism of John. But the Pharisees and law- 
yers rejected the counsel of God against them- 
selves, being not baptized of him.. And the 
Lord said, Whereunto then shall I liken the 
men of tMs generation ? and to what are they 
like ? They are like unto children sitting in 
the marketplace, 1 and calling one to another, 
and saying, We have piped unto you, and ye 
have not danced; we have mourned to you, 
and ye have not wept. For John the Baptist 
came neither eating bread nor drinking wine; 
and ye say. He hath a devil. The Son of man 
Is come eating and drinking; and ye say. 
Behold a gluttonous man, and a winebibber, 
a friend of publicans and sinners! But wis- 
dom is justified of all her cMldrea. 

The Hard-hearted 

And one of the Pharisees desired him that 
he would eat with Mm. And he went into 
the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to meat. 
And, behold, a woman in the city, wMch was 
a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at 
meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought an 
alabaster box of ointment, and stood at Ms 
feet behind Mm weeping, and began to wash 
his feet with tears, and did wipe them with 
the hairs of her head, and kissed Ms feet, and 
anointed them with the ointment. Now when 
the Pharisee wMch had bidden him saw it, he 
spake within himself, saying. This man, if he 
were a prophet, would have known who and 
what manner of woman this is that toucheth 
Mm; for she is a sinner. And Jesus answer- 
ing said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat 
to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say 
on. There was a certain creditor wMch had 
two debtors: the one owed five hundred 
pence, and the other fifty. And when thejr 
had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them 


1 The description fits aptly a good number of men in every generation. They seem never to grow up or 
undertake the more serious tasks of manhood and citizenship. Their interests are childish, petty, and selfish; 
they waste the best of their days in trifling jealousies and disputes. It would be calamitous if the disciples 
of Christ caught their spirit, and instead of getting on, like men, with the work of God, they played and 
quarrelled like children over the ceremonies of religions. 



both, Tel! me therefore* which of them will 
love him most? Simon answered and said* 
1 suppose that he* to whom he forgave most. 
And he said unto him* Thou hast rightly 
judged. And he turned to the woman* and 
said unto Simon* Seest thou this woman? I 
entered into thine house* thou gavest me no 
water for my feet: but she hath washed my 
feet with tears* and wiped them with the 
hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no kiss: 
but this woman since the time I came in hath 
not ceased to kiss my feet. My head with oil 
thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath 
anointed my feet with ointment. Wherefore 
I say unto thee* Her sins* which are many* 
are forgiven; for she loved much: but to 
whom little is forgiven* the same loveth little. 
And he said unto her* Thy sins are forgiven. 
And they that sat at meat with Mm began to 
say within themselves* Who is this that for- 
giveth sins also? And he said to the woman* 
Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace. 

And it came to pass afterward, that he went 
throughout every city and village, preaching 
and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom 
of God: and the twelve were with him* and 
certain women* which had been healed of 
evil spirits and infirmities* Mary called Mag- 
dalene* out of whom went seven devils* and 
Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod’s steward* 
and Susanna* and many others* which minis- 
tered unto him of their substance. 

Different Types of People 

And when much people were gathered 
together* and were come to him out of every 
city* he spake by a parable: A sower went 
out to sow Ms seed: and as he sowed* some 
fell by the way side ; and it was trodden down* 
and the fowls of the Mr devoured it. And 
some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was 
sprang up* it withered away* because it lacked 
moisture. And some fell among thorns; and 
the thorns sprang up with it* and choked it. 
And other fell on good ground* and sprang 
up* and bare fruit an hundredfold. And 
when he had sMd these things* he cried* He 
that hath ears to hear* let Mm hear. 

And Ms disciples asked him* saying* What 
might this parable be? And he said. Unto 
you it is given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God: but to others in parables; 
that seeing they might not see* and hearing 
they might not understand. Now the parable 
is this: The seed is the word of God. Those 
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by the way side are they that hear; then 
cometh the devil, and taketh away the word 
out of their hearts* lest they should believe 
and be saved. They on the rock are they, 
which* when they hear* receive the word with 
joy ; and these have no root* wMch for a while 
believe* and in time of temptation fall away. 
And that wMch fell among thorns are they* 
which* when they have heard* go forth* 
and are choked with cares and riches and 
pleasures of tMs life* and bring no fruit to 
perfection. But that on the good ground are 
they* wMch in an honest and good heart* 
having heard the word* keep it* and bring 
forth fruit with patience. 

No man* when he hath lighted a candle* 
covereth it with a vessel* or putteth it under 
a bed; but setteth it on a candlestick* that 
they wMch enter in may see the light. For 
nothing is secret* that shall not be made 
manifest; neither any thing hid* that shall 
not be known and come abroad. Take heed 
therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath* 
to Mm shall be given; and whosoever hath 
not* from Mm shall be taken even that which 
he seemeth to have. 

His Family Circle 

Then came to Mm his mother and his 
brethren* and could not come at him for the 
press. And it was told him by certain which 
said* Thy mother and thy brethren stand 
without* desiring to see thee. And he an- 
swered and said unto them* My mother and 
my brethren are these which hear the word 
of God* and do it. 

Those Who are Afraid 

Now it came to pass on a certain day* that 
he went into a sMp with Ms disciples: and 
he said unto them* Let us go over unto the 
other side of the lake. And they launched 
forth. But as they sailed he fell asleep: and 
there came down a storm of wind on the 
lake; and they were filled with water* and 
were in jeopardy. And they came to him* 
and awoke Mm* saying* Master* master* we 
perish. Then he arose, and rebuked the wind 
and the raging of the water: and they ceased* 
and there was a calm. And he said unto 
them* Where is your faith? And they being 
afraid wondered* saying one to another* 
What manner of man is tMs! for he com- 
mandeth even the winds and water* and they 
obey Mm. 
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\lme to Evil 

nd they arrived at the country of the 
larenes, which is over against Galilee* 

I when he went forth to land, there met 
out of the city a certain man, which had 
tls long time, and ware no clothes, neither 
de in any house, but in the tombs. When 
saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down 
>re him, and with a loud voice said, What 
t I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of 
i most high? I beseech thee, torment me 
, (For he had commanded the unclean 
it to come out of the man. For often- 
es it had caught him: .and he was kept 
nd with chains and in fetters; and he 
ke the bands, and was driven of the devil 

> the wilderness.) And Jesus asked him, 
big. What is thy name? And he said, 
pen: because many devils were entered 

> him. And they besought him that he 
ild not command them to go out into the 
p. And there was there an herd of many 
ne feeding on the mountain: and they be- 
.ght him that he would suffer them to 
er into them. And he suffered them, 
en went the devils out of the man, and 
ered into the swine: and the herd ran 
lently down a steep place into the lake, 

I were choked. When they that fed them 
r what was done, they fled, and went and 
i it in the dty and in the country. Then 
y went out to see what was done; and 
ne to Jesus, and found the man, out of 
om the devils were departed, sitting at the 
t of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind : 
i they were afraid. They also which saw 
told them by what means he that was 
ssessed of the devils was healed. Then 
: whole multitude of the country of the 
Ldarenes round about besought him to de- 
tt from them; for they were taken with 
sat fear: and he went up Into the ship, and 
umed back again. Now the man out of 
tom the devils were departed besought him 
it he might be with him: but Jesus sent 
n away, saying. Return to thine own house, 
d shew how great things God hath done 
to thee. And he went his way, and pub- 
hed throughout the whole city how great 
ings Jesus had done unto him. 

Sorrowing Father 

And it came to pass, that, when Jesus was 


returned, the people gladly received him: for 
they were all waiting for him. And, behold, 
there came a man named Jairus, and he was 
a ruler of the synagogue : and he fell down at 
Jesus 5 feet, and besought Mm that he would 
come into his house; for he had one only 
daughter, about twelve years of age, and she 
lay a dying. But as he went the people 
thronged him,. 

And a woman having an Issue of blood 
twelve years, which had spent all her living 
upon physicians, neither could be healed of 
any, came behind him, and touched the 
border of his garment: and immediately her 
issue of blood stanched. And Jesus said. 
Who touched me? When all denied, Peter 
and they that were with him said, Master, the 
multitude throng thee and press thee, and 
sayest thou, Who touched me? And Jesus 
said, Somebody hath touched me: for I per- 
ceive that virtue is gone out of me. And 
when the woman saw that she was not hid, 
she came trembling, and falling down before 
him, she declared unto him, before all the 
people for what cause she had touched him, 
and how she was healed immediately. And 
he said unto her, Daughter, be of good com- 
fort: thy faith hath made thee whole; go in 
peace. 

While he yet spake, there cometh one from 
the ruler of the synagogue’s house, saying to 
him. Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the 
Master. But when Jesus heard it, he an- 
swered him, saying, Fear not: believe only, 
and she shall be made whole. And when he 
came into the house, he suffered no man to 
go in, save Peter, and James, and John, and 
the father and the mother of the maiden* 
And all wept, and bewailed her: but he said. 
Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth. And 
they laughed him to scam, .knowing that she 
was dead. And he put them ah out, and took 
her by the hand, and called, saying, Maid, 
arise. And her spirit came again, and she 
arose straightway ; and he commanded to give 
her meat. And her parents were astonished: 
but he charged them that they should tell no 
man what was done. 

Power and Authority 

Then he called his twelve disciples to- 
gether, and gave them power and authority 
over all devils, 1 and to cure diseases. And he 
sent them to preach the kingdom of God, 


1 What a glorious achievement it would be if, with the power of God, we could get rid of the evil spirit 



BUT IS THE WORK OF GOD GOING AHEAD? 

The work of the world is making considerable progress. Every year sees new wonders 
of engineering and scientific skill completed, while the greater tasks that God has com- 
mitted to mankind , for the making of a new humanity , remain half -finished and 
indifferently pursued. 
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Ice unto them of the kingdom of God, and 
tied them that had need of healing. And 
en the day began to wear away, then came 
t twelve, and said unto him. Send the 
iltitude away, that they may go into the 
tms and country round about, and lodge, 
1 get victuals; for we are here in a desert 
;ce. But he said unto them, Give ye them 
eat. And they said, We have no more but 
e loaves and two fishes; except we should 
and buy meat for all this people. For they 
re about five thousand men. And he said 
his disciples. Make them sit down by 
ies in a company. And they did so, and 
tde them all sit down, Then he took the 
e loaves and the two fishes, and looking up 
heaven, he blessed them, and brake, and 
ve to the disciples to set before the multi- 
ie. And they did eat, and were all filled: 
d there was taken up of fragments that re- 
fined to them twelve baskets, 

"hat will it Profit a Man? 

And it came to pass, as he was alone pray- 
1, Ms disciples were with him : and he asked 

an, saying, Whom say the people that I 
l ? They answering said, John the Baptist; 
it some say, Elias; and others say, that one 
the old prophets is risen again. He said 
itp them. But whom say ye that lam? Peter 
swering said. The Christ of God. . And he 
aitly charged them, and commanded them 
tell no man that thing; saying, The Son of 
in must suffer many things, and be re- 
sted of the elders and chief priests and 
ribes, and be slain, and be raised the third 

y. And he said to them all. If any man will 
me after me, let him deny himself, and take 
► his cross daily, and follow me. For who- 
ever will save his life shall lose it: but 
losoever will lose his life for my sake, the 
me shall save it. For what is a man advan- 
ced, if he gain the whole world, and lose 
mself, or be cast away? For whosoever 
all be ashamed of me and of my words, of 
ra shall the Son of man be ashamed, when 
* shall come In Ms own glory, and in his 
ither’s, and of the holy angels. But I tell 
>u of a truth, there be some standing here, 
tfich shall not taste of death, till they see 
e kingdom of God. 

od-given Leaden of Men 

And it came to pass about an eight days 
ter these sayings, he took Peter and John 


and James, and went up into a mountain to 
pray. And as he prayed, the fashion of Ms 
countenance was altered, and his raiment was 
white and glistering. And, behold, there 
talked with him two men, which were Moses 
and Elias: who appeared in glory, and spake 
of his decease which he should accomplish at 
Jerusalem. But Peter and they that were 
with him were heavy with sleep: and when 
they were awake, they saw his glory, and the 
two men that stood with him. And it came 
to pass, as they departed from him, Peter 
said unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to 
be here: and let us make three tabernacles; 
one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for 
Elias: not knowing what he said. While he 
thus spake, there came a cloud, and over- 
shadowed them: and they feared as they 
entered into the cloud. And there came a 
voice out of the cloud, saying, This is my 
beloved Son; hear him. And when the voice ■ 
was past, Jesus was found alone. And they 
kept it close, and told no man in those days 
any of those things which they had seen. 

Human Helplessness 

And it came to pass, that on the next day, 
when they were come down from the hill, 
much people met him. And, behold, a man 
of the company cried out, saying, Master, I 
beseech thee, look upon my son: for he is 
mine only child. And, to, a spirit taketh him, 
and he suddenly crieth out; and it teareth 
him that he foameth again, and braising Mm 
hardly departeth from Mm. And I besought 
thy disciples to cast him out; and they could 
not. And Jesus answering said, O faithless 
and perverse generation, how long shall I be 
with you, and suffer you? Bring thy son 
Mther. And as he was yet a coming, the devil 
threw him down, and tare him. And Jesus 
rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the 
child, and delivered him again to Ms father. 
And they were all amazed at the mighty 
power of God. 

Mari's Pride and Prejudice 

But wMle they wondered every one at all 
things which Jesus did, he said unto Ms dis- 
ciples, Let these sayings sink down into 
your ears: for the Son of man shall be de- 
livered into the hands of men. But they 
understood not this saying, and it was Md 
from them, that they perceived it not: and. 
they feared m ask him of that saying. 


TAlil 



Then there arose a reasoning among them* 
which of them should be greatest. And 
Jesus, perceiving the thought of their heart, 
took a child, and set him by Mm, and said 
unto them. Whosoever shall receive this child 
in my name receiveth me: and whosoever 
shall receive me receiveth Mm that sent me: 
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for he that is least among you all, the same 
shall be great. 

And John answered and said. Master, we 
saw one casting out devils in thy name; and 
we forbad Mm, because he followeth not 
with us. And Jesus said unto Mm, Forbid 
him not : for he that is not against us is for us. 


ALONG THE ROAD 

WITH THE LORD OF LIFE ON LIFE’S JOURNEY 

ST. LUKE CHAPTERS 9, 51 — 19, 28 

What surprises Jesus gives us! We meet Him here as a fellow-traveller on a common 
highway, but with what friendliness does He journey! We might have thought that, pos- 
sessing as He did such a passion for the work of God, He would, like John the Baptist, 
have challenged at every turn the men who were neglecting it. But, no: religion to Him 
is a matter of normal living. God’s purposes are to be worked out in the ordinary 
routine of life, in the daily and often casual relationships of men and women. On the 
road of life there are many different types of people, but in His relation to all of them 
there is nothing unnatural or strained. He is at home with everybody, and has this 
remarkable gift — He knows how to make everybody feel at home with God; except , of 
course, those whose religion would not allow them to be friendly with anyone who was 
not of their sect or set. Unfortunately there are still many like them on the road of life. 
People who cannot see, though the Lord of Life Himself teaches them, that religion 
means good-will ; that it is a greeting of good-will from God to every traveller on the 
road, and a reminder to the sons of God that they are expected to show the heavenly 
spirit cf good-will, of friendliness and helpfulness, on every mile of the journey. 


THE SPIRIT OF THE ROAD 


St. Luke 9, 51—19, 28 


AND it came to pass, when the time 
f\ was come that he should be re- 
rH| ceived up, he stedfastly set Ms 
JL JL face to go to Jerusalem, and sent 
messengers before Ms face: and they went, 
and entered Into a village of the Samaritans, 
to make ready for him. And they did not 
receive him, because Ms face was as though 
he would go to Jerusalem. And when Ms 
' disciples James and John saw tMs, they said. 
Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to 
come down from heaven, and consume them, 
even as Elias did? But he turned, and re- 
buked them, and said. Ye know not what 
manner of spirit ye are of. For the Son of 
man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but 
to save them. And they went to another 
village. 


I Will Follow Thee 

And it came to pass, that, as they went in 
the way, a certain man said unto him. Lord, 
I will follow thee wMthersoever thou goest. 
And Jesus said unto Mm, Foxes have holes, 
and birds of the air have nests; but the Son 
of man hath not where to lay his head. And 
he said unto another. Follow me. But he 
said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury 
my father. Jesus said unto him. Let the dead 
bury their dead: but go thou and preach the 
kingdom of God. And another also said. 
Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go 
bid them farewell, wMch are at home at my 
house. And Jesus said unto him. No man, 
having put Ms hand to the plough, and look- 
ing back, is fit for the kingdom of God. 
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'ough Cities and Villages 

fter these things the Lord appointed 
sr seventy also, and sent them two and 
before his face into every city and place, 
ther he himself would come. Therefore 
l he unto them, The harvest truly is great, 
the labourers are few: pray ye therefore 
Lord of the harvest, that he would send 
h labourers into Ms harvest. Go your 
m: behold, I send you forth as iambs 
>ng wolves. Carry neither purse, nor 
p, nor shoes: and salute no man by the 
And into whatsoever house ye enter, 
t say. Peace be to this house. And if the 
l of peace be there, your peace shall rest 
hi it; if not, it shall turn to you again, 
d in the same house remain, eating and 
riking such things as they give: for the 
outer is worthy of his hire. Go not from 
use to house. And into whatsoever city ye 
:er, and they receive you, eat such things 
are set-before you: and heal the sick that 
: therein, and say unto them. The kingdom 
God is come nigh unto you. But into 
latsoever city ye enter, and they receive 
u not, go your ways out into the streets of 
t same, and say, Even the very dust of 
ur city, wMch cleaveth on us, we do wipe 
! against you: notwithstanding be ye sure 
this, that the kingdom of God is come 
gh unto you. But I say unto you, that it 
.all be more tolerable in that day for Sodom, 
an for that dty. Woe unto thee, Chorazin! 
oe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty 
orks had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
hich have been done in you, they had a 
:eat while ago repented, sitting in sack- 
oth and ashes. But it shall be more toler- 
ate for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment, 
tan for you. And thou, Capernaum, which 
rt exalted to heaven, shalt be thrust down 
> hell. He that heareth you heareth me; 
nd he that despiseth you despiseth me; and 
,e that despiseth me despiseth him that 
eat me. 

And the seventy returned again with joy, 
aying. Lord, even the devils are subject 
into us through thy name. And he said unto 
hem, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from 
leaven. Behold, I give unto you power to 
read on serpents and scorpions, and over 
ill the power of the enemy: and nothing 


shall by any means hurt you. Notwithstand- 
ing in this rejoice not, that the spirits are sub- 
ject unto you; but rather rejoice, because 
your names are written in heaven. 

In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and 
said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes; even so. Father; for so It 
seemed good in thy sight. All things are 
delivered to me of my Father; and no man 
knoweth who the Son is, but the Father; and 
who the Father is, but the Son, and he to 
whom the Son will reveal Mm. And he 
turned him unto his disciples, and said pri- 
vately, Blessed are the eyes which see the 
things that ye see: for I tell you, that many 
prophets and kings have desired to see those 
things wMch ye see, and have not seen them; 
and to hear those things which ye hear, and 
have not heard them. 

The Good Samaritan 

And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, 
and tempted Mm, saying, Master, what shall 
I do to inherit eternal life? He said unto 
him. What is written in the law? how readest 
thou? And he answering said, Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with ail thy strength, 
and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as 
thyself. And he said unto him. Thou hast 
answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. 
But he, willing to justify himself, said unto 
Jesus, And who is my neighbour ? And Jesus 
answering said, A certain man went down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among 
tMeves, wMch stripped him of Ms raiment, 
and wounded him, and departed, leaving him 
half dead. And by chance there came down 
a certain priest that way: and when he saw 
Mm, he passed by on the other side. And 
likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, 
came and looked on him, and passed by on 
the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as 
he journeyed , 1 came where he was; and when 
he saw Mm, he had compassion on Mm, and 
went to him, and bound up Ms wounds, 
pouring in oil and wine, and set him on Ms 
own beast, and brought him to an inn, and 
took care of Mm. And on the morrow when 
he departed, he took out two pence, and 
gave them to the host, and said unto him. 


1 His was a business journey. The priest and Levite were going away from the Temple; their work was 
jver. Though busy, the Samaritan made time to be compassionate, and to follow the case up with undiminished 
sympathy on his return journey. 
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Take care of him; and whatsoever thou 
spendest more, when 1 come again, I will 
repay thee* Which now of these three, think- 
est thou, was neighbour unto him that fell 
among the thieves? And he said. He that 
shewed mercy on Mm* Then said Jesus unto 
him. Go, and do thou likewise, 

Martha and Mary 

Now it came to pass, as they went, that he 
entered into a certain village: and a certain 
woman named Martha received him into her 
house. And she had a sister called Mary, 
which also sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard his 
word. But Martha was cumbered about 
much serving, and came to him, and said. 
Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath 
left me to serve alone ? bid her therefore that 
she help me* And Jesus answered and said 
unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful 
and troubled about many things; but one 
thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that 
good part, which shall not be taken away 
from her* 

The Daily Prayer 

And it came to pass, that, as he was pray- 
ing in a certain place, when he ceased, one 
of his disciples said unto Mm, Lord, teach 
us to pray, as John also taught his disciples. 
And he said unto them, When ye pray, say. 
Our Father 1 wMch art in heaven. Hallowed 
be thy name* Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done, as in heaven, so in earth* Give us 
day by day our daily bread* And forgive us 
our sins; for we also forgive every one that 
is indebted to us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

A Midnight Call 

And he said unto them, WMch of you 
shall have a friend, and shall go unto Mm at 
midnight, and say unto him. Friend, lend 
me three loaves; for a friend of mine in Ms 
journey is come to me, and I have nothing 
to set before him? And he from within shall 
answer and say, Trouble me not; the door 
is now shut, and my cMidren are with me in 
bed; I cannot rise and give thee. I say unto 
you. Though he will not rise and give him, 
because he is Ms friend, yet because of Ms 
importunity he will rise and give Mm as 
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many as he needeth. And 1 say unto you. 
Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye 
shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you. For every one that asketh receiveth; 
and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened. If a son shall 
ask bread of any of you that is a father, will 
he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will 
he for a fish give him a serpent? Or if he 
shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 
If ye then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children: how much more 
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him? 

A House Divided 

And he was casting out a devil, and it was 
dumb. And it came to pass, when the devil 
was gone out, the dumb spake; and the people 
wondered. But some of them said. He cast- 
eth out devils through Beelzebub the cMef of 
the devils. And others, tempting him, sought 
of Mm a sign from heaven. But he, knowing 
their thoughts, said unto them, Every king- 
dom divided against itself is brought to 
desolation; and a house divided against a 
house falleth. If Satan also be divided against 
himself, how shall Ms kingdom stand? be- 
cause ye say that I cast out devils through 
Beelzebub. And if I by Beelzebub cast out 
devils, by whom do your sons cast them out? 
therefore shall they be your judges. But if 
I with the finger of God cast out devils, no 
doubt the kingdom of God is come upon 
you. When a strong man armed keepeth his 
palace, Ms goods are in peace: but when a 
stronger than he shall come upon him, and 
overcome him, he taketh from him all his 
armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his 
spoils. He that is not with me is against me: 
and he that gathered! not with me scattered!. 
When the unclean spirit is gone out of a 
man, he waiketh through dry places, seeking 
rest; and finding none, he saith, I will return 
unto my house whence I came out. And 
when he cometh, he findeth it swept and 
garnished* Then goeth he, and taketh to 
him seven other spirits more wicked than 
himself; and they enter in, and dwell there: 
and the last state of that man is worse than 
the first. ■ 

And it came to pass, as he spake these 


1 As we pass from childhood, through youth and manhood to life’s closing years, we find the sentences of 
this prayer, one by one, enriched with meaning and voicing our hearts’ petition at each stage of our growing 
experience. 
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igs, a certain woman, of t fee company lifted 
her voice, and said unto Mm, Blessed is 
womb that bate thee, and the paps which 
u hast sucked. But he said, Yea rather, 
ssed are they that hear the word of God, 

I keep it. 

Talk by the Way 

had when the people were gathered thick 
jether, he began to say, TMs is an evil 
aeration: they seek a sign; and there shall 
sign be given it, but the sign of Jonas the 
nphet. For as Jonas was a sign unto the 
nevites, so shall also the Son of man be to 
is generation. The queen of the south 
all rise up in the judgment with the men 
this .generation, and condemn them: for 
e came from the utmost parts of the earth 
hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, 
peater than Solomon is here. The men of 
ineve shall rise up in the judgment with 
is generation, and shall condemn it: for 
ey repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, 
hold, a greater than Jonas is here. 

Ho man, when he hath lighted a candle, 
itteth it in a secret place, neither under a 
ishel, but on a candlestick, that they which 
>me in may see the light. The light of the 
xly is the eye: therefore when thine eye is 
ogle, thy whole body also is full of light; 
at when thine eye is evil, thy body also is 
ill of darkness. Take heed therefore that 
le light which is in thee be not darkness. If 
ry whole body therefore be full of light, 
aving no part dark, the whole shall be full 
f light, as when the bright shining of a 
andle doth give thee light. 1 

I Meal-time Conversation 

And as he spake, a certain Pharisee be- 
ought him to dine with him: and he went 
n, and sat down to meat. And when the 
> harisce saw it, he marvelled that he had not 
irst 'washed before dinner. And the Lord 
.aid unto him. Now do ye Pharisees make 
dean the outside of the cup and the platter; 
>ut your inward part is full of ravening and 
vickedness. Ye fools, did not he that made 
:hat which is without make that which is 
vithin also? But rather give alms of such 
dungs as ye have; and, behold, all things are 
dean unto you. 

But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe 


mint and rue and ail manner of herbs, and 
pass over judgment and, the love of God: 
these ought ye to have done, and not to leave 
the other undone. Woe unto you, Pharisees! 
for ye love the uppermost seats in the syna- 
gogues, and greetings in the markets. Woe 
unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
for ye are as graves which appear not, and 
the men that walk over 'them are not aware 
of them. 

Mm Heavily Laden 

Then answered one of the lawyers, and 
said unto him, Master, thus saying thou 
reproaches! us also. And he said. Woe unto 
you also, ye lawyers! for ye lade men with 
burdens grievous to be borne, and ye your- 
selves touch not the burdens with one of 
your lingers. Woe unto you! for ye build 
the sepulchres of the prophets, and your 
fathers killed them. Truly ye bear witness 
that ye allow the deeds of your fathers : for 
they indeed killed them, and ye build their 
sepulchres. Therefore also said the wisdom 
of God, I wall send them prophets and 
apostles, and some of them they shall slay 
and persecute: that the blood of all the pro- 
phets, which was shed from the foundation 
of the world, may be required of this genera- 
tion; from the blood of Abel unto the blood 
of Zacharias, which perished between the 
altar and the temple; verily I say unto you. 
It shall be required of this generation. Woe 
unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the 
key of knowledge; ye entered not in your- 
selves, and them that were entering in ye 
hindered. 

And as he said these things unto them, the 
scribes and the Pharisees began to urge him 
vehemently, and to provoke him to speak of 
many things: laying wait for him, and seek- 
ing to catch something out of his mouth, 
that they might accuse him. 

Learn from the Sparrows 

In the mean time, when there were ga- 
thered together an innumerable multitude of 
people, insomuch that they trade one upon 
another, he began to say unto his disciples 
first of all. Beware ye of the leaven of the 
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. For there is 
nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; 
neither hid, that shall not be known. There- 


1 The words of Jesus suggested to Luke’s mind the window of a lighted room seen from the road. Matthew’s 
rendering (Matt. 5, 15) presents a picture of the inside of a lighted room. 
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fore whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness 
shall be heard in the light; and that which 
ye have spoken in the ear in closets shall be 
proclaimed upon the housetops. And 1 say 
unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them 
that kill the body, and after that have no 
more that they can do. But I will forewarn 
you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which 
after he hath killed hath power to cast into 
hell; yea, 1 say unto you, Fear him. Are not 
five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not 
one of them is forgotten before God? But 
even the very hairs of your head are ail num- 
bered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more 
value than many sparrows. Also 1 say unto 
you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, 
him $hajl the Son of man also confess before 
the angels of God: but he that denieth me 
before men shall be denied before the angels 
of God. And whosoever shall speak a word 
against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven 
him: but unto him that biasphemeth against 
the Holy Ghost it shall not be forgiven. And 
when they bring you unto the synagogues, 
and unto magistrates, and powers, take ye no 
thought how or what thing ye shall answer, 
or what ye shall say: for the Holy Ghost 
shall teach you in the same hour what ye 
ought to say. 

Building Greater Barns 

And one of the company said unto him, 
.Master, speak to my brother, that he divide 
the inheritance with me. And he said unto 
Mft, Man, who made me a judge or a divider 
over you? And he said unto them. Take 
heed, and beware of covetousness; for a 
man’s life consisted! not in the abundance of 
the things which he possessed!. And he 
spake a parable unto them, saying. The 
ground of a certain rich man brought forth 
plentifully; and he thought within himself, 
saying, What shall ! do, because I have no 
room where to bestow my fruits? And he 
said, This will I do; I will pull down my 
bams, and build greater; and there will I 
bestow aU my fruits and my goods. And I 
will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years; 1 take thine 
ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said 
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unto Mm, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall 
be required of thee: then whose shall those 
tilings be, which thou hast provided? So is 
he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is 
not rich toward God. 

Look at the Birds and Flowers 

. 

And he said unto Ms disciples. Therefore 
I say unto you, Take no thought for your 
life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, 
what ye shall put on. The life is more than 
meat, and the body is more than raiment. 

Consider the ravens: for they neither sow 
nor reap ; which neither have storehouse nor 
barn; and God feedeth them: how much 
more are ye better than the fowls? And 
which of you with taking thought can add to 
his stature one cubit? If ye then be not able 
to do that thing which is least, why take ye 
thought for the rest? Consider the lilies how 
they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and 
yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these. If 
then God so clothe the grass, which is to day 
in the field, and to morrow is cast into the 
oven; how much more will he clothe you, O 
ye of little faith? And seek not ye what ye 
shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be 
ye of doubtful mind. For all these things 
do the nations of the world seek after: and 
your Father knoweth that ye have need of 
these things. But rather seek ye the kingdom 
of God; and all these things shall be added 
unto you. Fear not, little flock; for it is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give you the king- 
dom. Sell that ye have, and give alms; pro- 
vide yourselves bags which wax not old, a 
treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where 
no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupt- 
eth. For where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also. fi 

Let your loins be girded about, and your Y\ 

lights burning; and ye yourselves like unto <i 

men that wait for their lord, when he will i 

return from the wedding; that when he 
cometh and knocketh, they may open unto 
him immediately. Blessed are those servants, X 

whom the lord when he cometh shall find ' 

watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall 
gird himself, and make them to sit down to 


, 1 There are many people on the road of life with this outlook, and they pride themselves that they are 

realists, the practical, sensible people of the world. So they would be if man were not a child of God with a 
( spiritual nature and a heavenly destiny. But it is hard to get people to believe in this fact, and to live in thf 
light of it, with — as Jesus describes it in the following section — a child’s trust in his Heavenly Father, 
brother’s thought for the needs of the other members of God’s family, and a patriot’s full-hearted devotion * 
the interests of his King’s kingdom. 
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HE WALKED THE COMMON ROADS OF 

r e might easily be on a road we have known all our lives, so familiar are the things 
e mentions . Its birds are the sparrows and ravens; its flowers are those of the field, 
runs by farmsteads and bams , where one man is ploughing and another feeding oxen. 


he hath. But and if that servant say in, his 
heart. My lord delayeth his coming; and 
shall begin to beat the menservants and 
maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be 
drunken; the lord of that servant will come 
in a day when he looketh not for him, and 
at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut 
him in sunder, and will appoint him his 
portion with the unbelievers. And that serv- 
ant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared 
not himself, neither did according to his will, 
shall be beaten with many stripes. But he 
that knew not, and did commit things worthy 
of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. 
For unto whomsoever much is given, of him 
shall be much required: and to whom men 
have committed much, of him they will ask 
the more. 

I am come to send lire on the earth; and 
what will I, if it be already kindled? But I 
have a baptism to be baptized with; and how 
am I straitened till it be accomplished! Sup- 


teat, and will come forth and serve them, 
nd if he shall come in the second watch, or 
>me in the third watch, and find them so, 
lessed are those servants. And this know, 
lat if the goodman of the house had known 
tot hour the thief would come, he would 
ave watched, and not have suffered his 
ouse to be broken through. Be ye therefore 
eady also: for the Son of man cometh at an 
our when ye think not. 


The Lord's Servants 

Then Peter said unto him, Lord, speakest 
hou this parable unto us, or even to all? 
^nd the Lord said. Who then is that faithful 
nd wise steward, whom his lord shall make 
viler over his household, to give them their 
portion of meat in due season? Blessed is 
bat servant, whom his lord when he cometh 
shall find so doing. Of a truth I say unto 
rau, that he will make him ruler over all that 



LIFE AS THE FRIEND OF ALL WHO USE THEM 

and by a wayside inn. All types of people are upon it, some bent on pleasure and some 
on business. But the One, unseen, with whom we travel is busy making friends, and 
showing friendliness, by word and deed, to every needy wayfarer He meets. 


pose ye that 1 am come to give peace on 
earth? I tell you, Hay; but rather division: 
for from henceforth there shall be five in one 
house divided, three against two, and two 
against three. The father shall be divided 
against the son, and the son against the 
father; the mother against the daughter, and 
the daughter against the mother; the mother 
in law against her daughter in law, and 
the daughter in law against her mother in 
'law. 

Signs of the Times 

And he said also to the people, When ye 
see a cloud rise out of the west, straightway 
ye say. There cometh a shower; and so it is. 
And when ye see the south wind blow, ye 
say, There will be heat; and it cometh to 
pass. Ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face 
of the sky and of the earth; but how is it that 
ye do not discern this time? Yea, and why 


even of yourselves judge ye not what is 
right ? When thou goest with thine adversary 
to the magistrate, as thou art in the way, give 
diligence that thou mayest be delivered from 
him; lest he hale thee to the judge, and the 
judge deliver thee to the officer, and the 
officer cast thee into prison. I tell thee, thou 
shalt not depart thence, till thou hast paid 
the very last mite. 

There were present at that season some 
that told him of the Gafilaeans, whose blood 
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. And 
Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye 
that these Galilaeans were sinners above all 
the Galileans, because they suffered such 
things? I tell you, Nay: but, except ye re- 
pent, ye shall all likewise perish. Or those 
eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam 
fell, and slew them, think ye that they were 
sinners above all men that dwelt in Jeru- 
salem? I teH you. Nay : but, except yerepent, 
ye shall all likewise perish. 


LUKE 13* 6 

’rubles s Tree 

e spake also this parable; A certain man 
a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and 
une and sought fruit thereon, and found 
s. Then said he unto the dresser of Ms 
yard, Behold, these three years 1 come 
mg fruit on this fig tree, and find none: 
it down; why cumbereth it the ground? 

. he answering said unto Mm, Lord, let 
one this year also, till I shall dig about it, 
dung it: and if it bear fruit, well: and if 
then after that thou shall cut it down. 


Sabbath Day 

and he was teaching in one of the syna- 
ues on the sabbath. And, behold, there 
. a woman which had a spirit of infirmity 
iteen years, and was bowed together, and 
Id in no wise lift up herself. And when 
us saw her, he called her to him, ind said 

0 her, Woman, thou art loosed from, thine 
rmity. And he laid his hands on her: and 
mediately she was made straight, and 
rified God. And the ruler of the sym- 
jue answered with indignation, because 
t Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, 

1 said unto the people, There are six days 
wMch men ought to work: in them there- 
e come and be healed, and not on the sab- 
ii'day. The Lord then answered him, and 
d. Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of 
u on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass 
fin the stall, and lead him away to water- 
j? And ought not this woman, being a 
tighter of Abraham, whom Satan hath 
und, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed 
>tn this bond on the sabbath day? And 
ten he had said these things, all his adver- 
ries were ashamed: and ail the people re- 
ced for all the glorious things that were 
me by him. 

Great Tree 

Then said he, Unto what is the kingdom 
‘God like? and whereunto shall I resemble 
? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which 
roan took, and cast into his garden; and it 
ew, and waxed a great tree; and the fowls 
■ the air lodged in the branches of it. 

And again he said, Whereunto shall I liken 
te kingdom of God ? It is like leaven, which 
woman took and hid in three measures of 
Leal, till the whole was leavened. 


The Narrow Gate 

And he went through the cities and villages, 
teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem. 
Then said one unto him, Lord, are there few 
that be saved? And he said unto them, 
Strive to enter in at the strait gate : for many, 
I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and 
shall not be able. When once the master of 
the house is risen up, and hath shut to the 
door, and ye begin to stand without, and to 
knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open 
unto us; and he shall answer and say unto 
you, I know you not whence ye are: then 
shall ye begin to say. We have eaten and 
drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught 
in our streets. But he shah say, 1 tell you, 
I know you not whence ye are ; depart from 
me, all ye workers of iniquity. There shall 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye 
shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 
and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, 
and you yourselves thrust out. And they 
shall come from the east, and from the west, 
and from the north, and from the south, and 
shah sit down in the kingdom of God. And, 
behold, there are last which shall be first, and 
there are first which shall be last. 

The same clay there came certain of the 
Pharisees, saying unto him. Get thee out, 
and depart hence: for Herod will kill thee. 
And he said unto them, Go ye, and tell that 
fox. Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures 
to day and to morrow, and the third day I 
shall be perfected. Nevertheless I must walk 
to day, and to morrow, and the day follow- 
ing: for it cannot be that a prophet perish out 
of Jerusalem. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which 
killest the prophets, and stonest them that 
are sent unto thee; how often would I have 
gathered thy cMldren together, as a hen doth 
gather her brood under her wings, and ye 
would not! Behold, your house is left unto 
you desolate : and verily I say unto you. Ye 
shall not see me, until the time come when 
ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord. 

Table-talk 

And it came to pass, as he went into the 
house of one of the chief Pharisees to eat 
bread on the sabbath day, that they watched 
him. And, behold, there was a certain man 
before him which had the dropsy. And Jesus 
answering spake unto the lawyers and Phari- 



sees, saying. Is it lawful to heal on the sab- 
bath day? And they held their peace. And 
he took him, and healed him, and let Mm go; 
and answered them, saying, Which of you 
shall have an ass or an ox fallen into a pit, and 
will not straightway pull him out on the 
sabbath day? And they could not answer 
Mm again to these tMngs. 

Guests and Hosts 

And he put forth a parable to those which 
were bidden, when he marked how they 
chose out the chief rooms ; saying unto them. 
When thou art bidden of any man to a 
wedding, sit not down in the Mghest room; 
lest a more honourable man than thou be 
bidden of hint; and he that bade thee and 
him come and say to thee. Give this man 
place; and thou begin with shame to take the 
lowest room. But when thou art bidden, go 
and sit down in the lowest room; that when 
he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto 
thee, Friend, go up higher : then shalt thou 
have worsMp in the presence of them that sit 
at meat with thee. For whosoever exalteth 
Mmself shall be abased; and he that hum- 
bleth Mmself shall be exalted. 

Then said he also to him that bade him, 
When thou makest a dinner or a supper , 1 call 
not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy 
kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours; lest they 
also bid thee again, and a recompence be 
made thee. But when thou makest a feast, 
call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the 
blind: and thou shalt be blessed; for they 
cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be 
recompensed at the resurrection of the just. 

Common Excuses 

And when one of them that sat at meat 
with him heard these tMngs, he said unto 
him, Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the 
kingdom of God. Then said he unto Mm, A 
certain man made a great supper, and bade 
many; and sent Ms servant at supper time to 
say to them that were bidden. Come; for all 
things are now ready. And they all with one 
consent began to make excuse. The first 
said unto Mm, I have bought a piece of 
ground, and I must needs go and see it; I 
pray thee have me excused. And another 
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said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I 
go to prove them; I pray thee have me ex- 
cused. And another said, I have married a 
wife, and therefore I cannot come. So that 
servant came, and shewed Ms lord these 
things. Then the master of the house being 
angry said to Ms servant, Go out quickly into 
the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in 
Mther the poor, and the maimed, and the 
halt, and the blind. And the servant said. 
Lord, it is done as thou , hast commanded, 
and yet there is room. And the lord said unto 
the servant, Go out into the Mghways and 
hedges, and compel them to come in, that 
my house may be filled. For I say unto you. 
That none of those men wMch were bidden 
shall taste of my supper. 

Severe Demands 

And there went great multitudes with Mm ; 
and he turned, and said unto them. If any 
man come to me, and hate not his father, and 
mother, and wife, and cMldren, and brethren, 
and sisters, yea, and Ms own life also, he 
cannot be my disciple. And whosoever doth 
not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot 
be my disciple. For which of you, intending 
to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and 
counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient 
to finish it? Lest haply, after he hath laid 
the foundation, and is not able to finish it, 
all that behold it begin to mock him, saying, 
TMs man began to build, and was not able 
to finish. Or what king, going to make war 
against another king, sitteth not down first, 
and consulteth whether he be able with ten 
thousand to meet him that cometh against him 
with twenty thousand? Or else, while the 
other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an 
ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace. 
So likewise, whosoever he be of you that for- 
saketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciple. Salt is good: but if the salt have 
lost Ms savour, wherewith shall it be sea- 
soned? It is neither fit for the land, nor yet 
for the dungMil ; but men cast it out. He that 
hath ears to hear, let Mm hear. 

Then drew near unto him all the publicans 
and sinners for to hear him* And the Phari- 
sees and scribes murmured, saying, TMs 
man received! sinners, and eateth with 
them. 


1 It is well worth while going over this road, visiting in turn the houses that entertained Jesus, and listening 
to the conversations that took place in them; at the same time reading the parables in this section, and there 
are several, that deal with home life. 
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he Lost Sheep 

And he spake this parable 1 unto them, say- 
g, What man of you, having an hundred 
,eep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave 
e ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go 
ter that which is lost, until he find it ? And 
hen he hath found it, he layeth it on his 
toulders, rejoicing* And when he cometh 
»me, he caiieth together Ms friends and 
dghbours, saying unto them. Rejoice with 
t; for 1 have found my sheep which was 
st. 1 say unto you, that likewise joy shall 
s In heaven over one sinner that repenteth, 
ore than over ninety and nine just persons, 
hich need no repentance, 

'he Lost Com 

Either what woman having ten pieces of 
Iver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a 
indie, and sweep the house, and seek dili- 
aatly till she find it? And when she hath 
mnd it, she calleth her friends and her 
eighbours together, saying, Rejoice with 
te; for I have found the piece which I had 
*$t. Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in 
te presence of the angels of God over one 
nner that repenteth, 

"he Lost Son 

And he said, A certain man had two sons : 
nd the younger of them said to his father, 
fether, give me the portion of goods that 
illeth to me* And he divided unto them 
is living. And not many days after the 
ounger son gathered all together, and took 
is journey into a far country, and there 
tasted his substance with riotous living. And 
irhen he had spent all, there arose a mighty 
amine in that land; and he began to be in 
rant. And he went and joined himself to a 
itizen of that country; and he sent Mm into 
ds fields to feed swine* And he would fain 
lave filled Ms belly with the husks that the 
wine did eat; and no man gave unto Mm. 
kid when he came to himself, he said, How 
nany hired servants of my father’s have 
>read enough and to spare, and I perish with . 
lunger! I will arise and go to my father, and 
vill say unto Mm, Father, I have sinned 
igainst heaven, and before thee, and am no 


more worthy to be called thy son: make me 
as one of thy hired servants. And he arose, 
and came to Us father* But when he was yet 
a great way off, his father saw him, and had 
compassion, and ran, and fell on Ms neck, 
and kissed Mm. And the son said unto Mm, 
Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in 
thy sight, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son. But the father said to Ms 
servants. Bring forth the best robe, and put 
it on him; and put a ring on Ms hand, and 
shoes on his feet; and bring hither the fatted 
calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: 
for this my son was dead, and is alive again; 
he was lost, and is found* And they began 
to be merry. Now his elder son was in the 
field : and as he came and drew nigh to the 
house, he heard musick and dancing. And 
he called one of the servants, and asked what 
these tMngs meant. And he said unto him. 
Thy brother is come; and thy father hath 
killed the fatted calf, because he hath re- 
ceived him, safe and sound. And he was 
angry, and would not go in; therefore came 
Ms father out, and intreated him. And he 
answering said to Ms father, Lo, these many 
years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I 
at any time thy commandment; and yet thou 
never gavest me a kid, that I .might make 
merry with my friends : but as soon as this 
thy son was come, wMch hath devoured thy 
living with harlots, thou hast killed for him 
the fatted calf. And he said unto him, Son, 
thou art ever with me, and all that I have is 
thine. It was meet that we should make 
merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was 
dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is 
found. 

Masters and Servants 

And he said also unto Ms disciples, There 
was a certain rich man, wMch had a steward; 
and the same was accused unto Mm that he 
had wasted his goods. And he called him, 
and said unto him. How is it that I hear this 
of thee? give an account of thy stewardship; 
for thou mayest be no longer steward* Then 
the steward said witMn himself. What shall 
1 do? for my lord taketh away from me the 
stewardsMp; I cannot dig; to beg I am 
ashamed. I am resolved what to do, that, 
when I am put out of the stewardsMp, they 


1 It Is a parable in three parts rather than three separate parables. The emphasis is on two points. First, 
•he spirit of the seeker, going after that which is lost, outside the fold or inside the home. Then, the spirit 
>f the lost : of the son outside, and the son inside the home. 



sumptuously every day: and there was a 
certain beggar named Lazarus, which was 
laid at Ms gate, full of sores, and desiring to 
be fed with the crumbs which fell- from the 
rich man's table: moreover the dogs came 
and licked Ms sores. And it came to pass, 
that the beggar died, and was carried by the 
angels into Abraham’s bosom : the rich man 
also died, and was buried; and in hell he lift 
up Ms eyes, being in torments, and seeth 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
And he cried and said, Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that 
he may dip the tip of Ms finger in water, and 
cool my tongue ; for I am tormented in this 
flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember 
that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good 
tMngs, and likewise Lazarus evil things : but 
now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 
And beside all this, between us and you there 
is a great gulf fixed : so that they which would 
pass from hence to you cannot; neither can 
they pass to us, that would come from thence. 
Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, 
that thou wouldest send him to my father s 
house : for I have five brethren; that he may 
testify unto them, lest they also come into 
this place of torment. Abraham saith unto 
him. They have Moses and the prophets; let 
them hear them. And he said. Nay, father 
Abraham: but if one went unto them from 
the dead, they will repent. And he said unto 
Mm, If they hear not Moses and the pro- 
phets, neither will they be persuaded, though 
one rose from the dead. 

Take Heed to Yourselves 

Then said he unto the disciples. It is im- 
possible but that offences will come: but 
woe unto him, through whom^ they come s 
It were better for him that a millstone were 
hanged about his neck, and he cast into the 
sea, than that he should offend one of these 
little ones. Take heed to yourselves: If thy 
brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; 
and if he repent, forgive him. And if he 
trespass against thee seven times ^ in a day, 
and seven times in a day turn again to thee, 
v ^ v saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him. 

* The parable of the Unjust Steward, taken alone, can be interpreted in many ways ^e prefer w^nsito 
it as a rebuke, given with a touch of sarcasm, to those who flunk that dewrness, ’ *5* * h together, the 

sharp practice, can make up for the lack of faithfulness. Take the three 

Prodigal Son, the Unjust Steward, and Dives and Lazarus. They all deal . d ^ ^ stre et, 

in the home, between father and son; that in business, between master an » nrevail ?— forgiveness, 

between nch-and poor. And' what are. the obvious keywords of the spirit t P 

faithfulness, and friendliness. 


may receive me into their houses. So he 
called every one of Ms lord’s debtors unto 
Mm, and said unto the first. How much 
owest thou unto my lord? And he said. An 
hundred measures of oil. And he said unto 
Mm, Take thy bill, and sit down quickly, and 
write fifty. Then said he to another, And 
how much owest thou? And he said, An 
hundred measures of wheat. And he said 
unto Mm, Take thy bill, and write fourscore. 
And the lord commended the unjust steward, 
because he had done wisely: for the children 
of this world are in their generation wiser 
than the children of light. And I say unto 
you. Make to yourselves friends of the mam- 
mon of unrighteousness; that, when ye fail, 
they may receive you into everlasting habita- 
tions. He that is faithful 1 in that wMch is 
least Is faithful also in much: and he that is 
unjust in the least is unjust also in much. If 
therefore ye have not been faithful in the 
unrighteous mammon, who will commit to 
your trust the true riches? And if ye have 
not been faithful in that wMch is another 
man’s, who shall give you that which is your 
own? No servant can serve two masters: for 
either he will hate the one, and love the 
other; or else he will hold to the one, and 
despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon. 

And the Pharisees also, who were covet- 
ous, heard all these tMngs: and they derided 
him. And he said unto them, Ye are they 
wMch justify yourselves before men; but 
God knoweth your hearts: for that which is 
Mghly esteemed among men is abomination 
in the sight of God. The law and the pro- 
phets were until John: since that time the 
kingdom of God is preached, and every man 
pressed* into it. And it is easier for heaven 
and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law 
to fail. 

Whosoever putteth away his wife, and 
marrieth another, committed! adultery: and 
whosoever marrieth her that is put away 
from her husband committed! adultery. 

Rich and Poor 

There was a certain rich man, which was 
clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
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knd the apostles said unto the Lord, In- 
ase our faith. And the Lord said* If ye 
I faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might 
unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked 
by the root, and be thou plapted in the 
; and it should obey you. But which of 
i, having a servant plowing or feeding 
tie, will say unto him by and by, when he 
some from the field, Go and sit down to 
at? And will not rather say unto him, 
ike ready wherewith I may sup, and gird 
r self, and serve me, till I have eaten and 
taken; and afterward thou shall eat and 
nk? Doth he thank that servant because 
■did the things that were commanded him ? 
row not. So likewise ye, when ye shall 
vt done all' those things which are com- 
inded you, say. We are unprofitable serv- 
es: we have done that which was our duty 
do. 

gratitude 

And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusa- 
n, that he passed through the midst of 
maria and Galilee. And as he entered into 
icrtain village, there met him ten men that 
ire lepers, which stood afar off: and they 
ted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, 
ve mercy on us. And when he saw them, 
said unto them. Go shew yourselves unto 
5 priests. And it came to pas% that, as they 
snt, they were cleansed. And one of them, 
icn he saw that he was healed, turned back, 
d with a loud voice glorified God, and fell 
wn on Ms face at his feet, giving him 
anks ;* and he was a Samaritan. And Jesus 
.swering said. Were there not ten cleansed ? 
it where are the nine ? There are not found 
at returned to give glory to God, save this 
ranger. And he said unto Mm, Arise, go 
y way; thy faith hath made thee whole. 

uriosity [ 1 ’ 

And when he was demanded of the Phari- 
es, when the kingdom of God should come, 
5 ; answered them and said, The kingdom of 
od cometh not with observation: neither 
tail they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, 
sfaold, the, kingdom of God is within you. 
■And he said unto 'the disciples. The days 
ill come, when ye shall desire to see one of 
te days of the Son of man, and ye shall not 


see it. And they shall say to you, See here; 
or, see there; go not after them, nor follow 
them. For as the lightning, that lighteneth 
out of the one pan under heaven, sMneth 
unto the other part under heaven; so shall 
also the Son of man be in Ms day. But first 
must he suffer many things, and be rejected 
of this generation. And as it was in the days 
of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the 
Son of man. They did eat, they drank, they 
married wives, they were given in marriage, 
until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 
and the flood came, and destroyed them all. 
Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; 
they did eat, they drank, they bought, they 
sold, they planted, they builded; but the 
same day that Lot went out of Sodom it 
rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and 
destroyed them all. Even thus shall it be in 
the day when the Son of man is revealed. 
In that day, he wMch shah be upon the 
housetop, and Ms stuff in the house, let him 
not come down to take it away: and he that 
is in the field, let him likewise not return 
back. Remember Lot’s wife. Whosoever 
shall seek to save Ms life shall lose it; and 
whosoever shall lose Ms life shall preserve it. 
I tell you, in that night there shall be two 
men in one bed; the one shall be taken, and 
the other shall be left. Two women shall be 
grinding together; the one shall be taken, 
and the other left. Two men shall be in the 
field; the one shall be taken, and the other 
left. And they answered and said unto him, 
Where, Lord? And he said unto them, 
Wheresoever the body is, thither will the 
eagles, be gathered together. 

Importunity 

And he spake a parable unto them to tMs 
end, that men ought always to pray, and not 
to faint; saying, There was in a city a judge, 
wMch feared not God, neither regarded man; 
and there was a widow in that city; and she 
came unto Mm, saying, Avenge me of mine 
adversary. And he would not for a wMle ; but 
afterward he said within himself, Though I 
fear not God, nor regard man; yet because 
this widow troubled! me, I will avenge her, 
lest by her continual coming she weary me. 
And the Lord said. Hear what the unjust 
judge saith. And shall not God avenge his 
own elect, wMch cry day and night unto Mm, 


1 Let us journey thankfully, and count it a privilege in our fellowship to give occasions for someone to 
ank God that we have been on the road. 7v ,; : 
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though he bear long with them? I tell you 
that he will avenge them speedily. Neverthe- 
less when the Son of man cometh, shall he 
find faith on the earth? 

A Pharisee and a Publican 

And he spake this parable unto certain 
which trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and despised others: Two men 
went up into the temple to pray; the one a 
Pharisee, and the other a publican. 1 The 
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 
God, I thank thee, that I am not as other 
men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or 
even as this publican. I fast twice in the 
week, I give tithes of all that 1 possess. And 
the publican, standing afar off, would not 
lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but 
smote upon his breast, saying, God be merci- 
ful to me a sinner. I tell you, this man went 
down to his house justified rather than the 
other: for every one that exalteth himself 
shall be abased; and he that humbleth him- 
self shall be exalted. 

Little Children 

And they brought unto him also infants, 
that he would touch them: but when his dis- 
ciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus 
called them unto him, and said. Suffer little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them 
r not: for of such is the kingdom of God. 
Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little child 
shall in no wise enter therein. 

A Young Ruler 

And a certain ruler asked him, saying. 
Good Master, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life? And Jesus said unto him. Why 
callest thou me good ? none is good, save one, 
that is, God. Thou knowest the command- 
ments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill. 
Do not steal. Do not bear false witness, 
I Honour thy father and thy mother. And he 
j said. All these have I kept from my youth up . 
j Now when Jesus heard these things, he said 
| unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing : sell all 

j that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, 

I and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and 

| come, follow me. And when he heard this. 


O I « JUUJXJU IO, 

he was very sorrowful: for he was very rich. 
And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrow- 
ful, he said. How hardly shall they that have 
riches enter into the kingdom of God! For 
it is easier for a camel to go through a 
needle’s eye, than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of God. And they that 
heard it said. Who then can be saved? And 
he said, The things which are impossible 
with men are possible with God. Then 
Peter said, Lo, we have left all, and followed 
thee. And he said unto them. Verily I say 
unto you, There is no man that hath left 
house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or 
children, for the kingdom of God’s sake, who 
shall not receive manifold more in this pre- 
sent time, and in the world to come life 
everlasting. 

The Perplexed Disciples 

Then he took unto him the twelve, and 
said unto them. Behold, we go up to Jeru- 
salem, and all things that are written by the 
prophets concerning the Son of man shall be 
accomplished. For he shall be delivered unto 
the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spite- 
fully entreated, and spitted on: and they 
shall scourge him, and put him to death : and 
the third day he shall rise again. And they 
understood none of these things: and this 
saying was hid from them, neither knew they 
the things which were spoken. 

A Blind Man 

And it came to pass, that as he was come 
nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man sat by 
the way side begging: and hearing the multi- 
tude pass by, he asked what it meant. And 
they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth 
by. And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou Son of 
David, have mercy on me. And they which 
went before rebuked him, that he should 
hold his peace: but he cried so much the 
more. Thou Son of David, have mercy on 
me. And Jesus stood, and commanded him 
to be brought unto him: and when he was 
come near, he asked him, saying, What wilt 
thou that I shall do unto thee? And he said, 
Lord, that I may receive my sight. And 
Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy 
faith hath saved thee. And immediately 
he received his sight, and followed him, 


1 Nowadays we often hear these confessions reversed; the publican thanking God he is not like the 
narrow-minded kill-joys who go to church, and the church-goer refusing to claim that he is a Christian. 
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ifying God; md ail the people, when 
/ saw it, gave praise unto God* 

zchmm 

tod Jesus entered and passed through 
icho. And, ' behold, there was a man 
ned Zacchaeus, which was the chief among 
publicans, and he was neb. 1 And he 
.ght to see Jesus who he was; and could 
for the press, because he was little of 
:ure. And he ran before, and climbed up 
3 a sycomore tree to see him : for he was to 
;$ that way. And when Jesus came to the 
ce, he looked up, and saw him, and said 
:o him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come 
to; for to day I must abide at thy house. 
,d he made haste, and came down, and re- 
ved him joyfully. And when they saw it, 
>y all murmured, saying, That he was gone 
be guest with a man that is a sinner. And 
cchreus stood, and said unto the Lord; 
hold. Lord, the half of my goods I give to 
s poor; and if I have taken any thing from 
y man by false accusation, I restore him 
irfold. And Jesus said unto him. This day 
salvation come to this house, forsomuch as 
also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of 
in is come to seek and to save that which 
is lost. 

Solemn Warning 

And as they heard these things, he added 
d spake a parable, because he was nigh to 
rusalem, and because they thought that the 
agdom of God should immediately appear, 
e said therefore, A certain nobleman 2 went 
to a far country to receive for himself a 
ngdom, and to return. And he called his 
a servants, and delivered them ten pounds. 


and said unto them, Occupy til I come. But 
his citizens hated him, and scat a message 
after him, saying. We will not have this man 
to reign over us. And it came to pass, that 
when he was returned, having received the 
kingdom, then he commanded these servants 
to be called unto him, to whom he had given 
the money, that he might know how much 
every man had gained by trading. Then 
came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath 
gained ten pounds. And he said unto him. 
Well, thou good servant; because thou hast 
been faithful in a very little, have thou 
authority over ten cities. And the second 
came, saying. Lord, thy pound hath gained 
five pounds. And he said likewise to him. Be 
thou also over five cities. And another came, 
saying. Lord, behold, here is thy pound, 
which I have kept laid up in, a napkin: for 1 
feared thee, because thou art an austere man : 
thou takest up that thou layedst not down, 
and reapest that thou didst not sow. And he 
saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth will 
I judge thee, thou wicked servant. Thou 
knewest that I was an austere man, taking up 
that I laid not down, and reaping that I did 
not sow: wherefore then gavest not thou my 
money into the bank, that at my coming I 
might have required mine own with usury? 
And he said unto them that stood by, Take 
from him the pound, and give it to him that 
hath ten pounds. (And they said unto him, 
Lord, he hath ten pounds.) For I say unto 
you, That unto every one which hath shall 
be given; and from him that hath not, even 
that he hath shall be taken away from him. 
But those mine enemies, which would not 
that I should reign over them, bring hither, 
and slay them before me. 

And when he had thus spoken, he went 
before, ascending up to Jerusalem. 


1 Considering with what weighty words Jesus has spoken of riches, it is significant that he should go to 
ty with a rich man, and a rich man who, being in Roman pay, was disliked and hated by the people. 

2 We must note one remarkable fact about this parable, though it has no bearing on its interpretation. It 
ows that Jesus on one occasion — and it sets us wondering about His other parables^— actually used 
. historical event as a vehicle of spiritual truth. Herod the Great and his son Archelaus, like the noble-* 
an in the story, had gone from this town of Jericho into a far country to receive a kingdom from Caesar in 
Drate. . And Archelaus, on his return, gave cities to those who, in his absence, had been serving his interests. 



GOING HOME 

THE LAST LONG MILE OF THE JOURNEY 

ST. LUKE CHAPTERS 19, 29—24, 53 

Sometimes it is also a painful and lonely mile. It was so to Him. But to the end of 
the journey He travelled our road. Why we should have to take this road, or why it 
should be sc heart-rending we do not know, and He did not say. We may, however, 
gather from some of the words He used on the journey what thoughts fortified His soul. 

He turned, as we all do, to God, but in a way that was not then common to men. Now 
it is so much part of our habit of thought that we hardly appreciate it. But it might be 
well to remember how greatly we are indebted to Him for the knowledge of God which 
in these days supports and comforts us over the last long mile. For, without the name 
of God that He used, and that His followers have taught us from our childhood to 
utter, what fears and apprehensions wouldbeours, as we draw near to the gates of death. 

In that dread hour He turned to God, with the name 'Father' ever upon His lips. We 
hear it in Gethsemane where, while others slept. He realized that He must face the 
ordeal alone. We hear it again at Calvary, breaking through sufferings that one might 
think would make the name impossible. 'Father, forgive them', and 'Father, into Thy 
hands I commend My Spirit'. After death, when He was about to ascend unto glory, 
the name was once more on His lips. It had been with Him all through His life. As a 
boy He had used it: and the phrase which then enshrined it, 'My Father's house', man 
has always treasured. Now He is going to the Father, and that means home. His home 
and ours too. For did He not teach us to keep the thought ever in our minds, in the 
words of our daily prayer, 'Our Father, which art in heaven'? 

THE WAY OF THE CROSS St. Luke 19, 29—23, 56 

rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for 
all the mighty works that they had seen; 
saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in 
the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and 
glory in the highest. And some of the Phari- 
sees from among the multitude said unto 
him. Master, rebuke thy disciples. And he 
answered and said unto them, I tell you that, 
if these should hold their peace, the stones I 

would immediately cry out. 

. . ' ■ ■ ' 

Reaching the City ■) 

And when he was come near* he beheld 
the city* and wept over it, saying* If thou 
hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy 
day, the things which belong unto thy peace! ; 

but now they are hid from thine eyes. For 
the days shall come upon thee, that thine ; 

enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and ' 

compass thee round, and keep thee in on 
every side, and shall lay thee even with the 
ground, and thy children within thee; and 


Ik ND it came to pass, when he was 
J\ come nigh to Bethphage and Beth- 
any, at the mount called the mount 
JL JL of Olives, he sent two of his dis- 
ciples, saying. Go ye into the village over 
against you; in the which at your entering ye 
shall find a colt tied, whereon yet never man 
sat: loose him, and bring him hither. And 
if any man ask you, Why do ye loose him? 
thus shall ye say unto him, Because the Lord 
hath need of him. And they that were sent 
went their way, and found even as he had 
said unto them. And as they were loosing 
the colt, the owners thereof said unto them. 
Why loose ye the colt? And they said. The 
Lord hath need of him. And they brought 
him to Jesus: and they cast their garments 
upon the colt, and they set Jesus thereon. 
And as he went, they spread their clothes in 
the way. And when he was come nigh, even 
now at the descent of the mount of Olives, 
' the whole multitude of the disciples began to 
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icy shall not leave in thee one stone upon 
mother; because thou knewest not the time 

* thy visitation. 

'he Home of God 

And' he went into ‘the temple, and began 

* cast out them that sold therein, and them 
tat bought; saying unto them, It is written, 
iy house is the house 1 of prayer; but ye have 
lade it a den of thieves. 

And he taught daily in the temple. But 
ic chief priests and the scribes and the 
lief of the people sought to destroy him, and 
mid not find what they might do: for all 
te people were, very attentive to hear him. 
And it came to pass, that on one of those 
ays, as he taught the people in the temple, 
id preached the gospel, the chief priests and 
te scribes came upon Mm with the eiders, 
ad spake unto him, saying, Tell us, by what 
athority doest thou these things? or who 
, he that gave thee this authority? And he 
aswered and said unto them, I will also ask 
ou one thing; and answer me: The baptism 
f John,, was it from heaven, or of men? 
aid they reasoned with themselves, saying, 
f we shall say, From heaven; he will say, 
Thy then believed ye Mm not? But and if 
re say, Of men; all the people will stone us ; 
jr they be persuaded that John was a pro- 
bet. And they answered, that they could 
ot tel! whence it was. And Jesus said unto 
lem. Neither tell 1 you by what authority I 
o these tMngs. 

"he Son of God 

Then began he to speak to the people this 
arable; A certain man planted a vineyard, 
nd let it forth to husbandmen, and went 
it© a far country for a long time. And at the 
eason he sent a servant to the husbandmen, 
aat they should give Mm of the fruit of the 
ineyard ; but the husbandmen beat him, and 
ent him away empty* And again he sent 
nother servant: and, they beat him also, and 
accented him shamefully, and sent him away 
rapty. And again he sent a third: and they 
rounded him also, and cast him out. Then 
aid the lord of the vineyard. What shall I 


do? I will send my beloved son; it may be 
they will reverence Mm when they see Mm. 
But when the husbandmen saw Mm, they 
reasoned among themselves, saying, This is 
the heir: come, let us kill him, that the .in- 
heritance may be ours. So they cast Mm out 
of the vineyard, and killed him. What there- 
fore shall the lord of the vineyard do unto 
them? He shall come and destroy these hus- 
bandmen, and shall give the vineyard to 
others. And when they heard it, they said, 
God forbid. And he beheld them, and said, 
What is this then, that is written, 

The stone which the builders rejected, 

The same is become the head of the comer? 
Whosoever shall fall upon that stone shall be 
broken; but on whomsoever it shall fall, it 
will grind him to powder. 

The Things of God 

And the chief priests and the scribes the 
same hour sought to lay hands on Mm; and 
they feared the people: for they perceived 
that he had spoken this parable against them. 
And they watched him, and sent forth spies, 
wMch should feign themselves just men, that 
they might take hold of Ms words, that so 
they .might deliver him unto the power and 
authority of the governor. And they asked 
him, saying, Master, we know 1 that thou say- 
est and teachest rightly, neither acceptest 
thou the person of any, but teachest the way 
of God truly; Is it lawful for us to give 
tribute unto Caesar, or no ? But he perceived 
their craftiness, and said unto them. Why 
tempt ye me? Shew me a penny. Whose 
image and superscription hath it? They 
answered and said, Csesar’s. And he said 
unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the 
things wMch be Caesar’s, and unto God the 
things wMch be God’s* And they could not 
take hold of Ms words before the people : and 
they marvelled at Ms answer, and held their 
peace. 

The Lord of Life 

Then came to him certain of the Sad- 
ducees, wMch deny that there Is any resur- 


1 With the thought in our minds of the Home of the Father, to which our steps are moving, we break our 
mrney for a momenfs meditation at the houses to which Jesus brings us in the last days of His earthly life, 
'here Is first of all the House of Prayer, and then the Upper Room of Holy Communion, Before the Cross 
fare taken to the house of the High Priest, a place of trial, and from the Cross to the house at Emmaus, 
>r the revelation that will sustain us to the end. At the cleansing of the House of Prayer we feel perhaps that 
jese are not the only courts and aisles of prayer that need purifying. Our own devotions, as time goes on, are 
instantly in danger of becoming secularized by an accumulation of semi-religious and social services. 
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rection; and they asked him, saying, Master, 
Moses wrote unto ns, If any man's brother 
die, having a wife, and he die without chil- 
dren, that his brother should take Ms wife, 
and raise up seed unto Ms brother* There 
were therefore seven brethren: and the first 
took a wife, and died without children. And 
the second took her to wife, and he died 
childless. And the tMrd took her; and in like 
manner the seven also: and they left no chil- 
dren, and died. Last of all the woman died 
also. Therefore in the resurrection whose 
wife of them is she ? for seven had her to wife. 
And Jesus answering said unto them. The 
children of this world marry, and are given 
in marriage: but they wMch shall be ac- 
counted worthy to obtain that world, and the 
resurrection from the dead, neither marry, 
nor are given in marriage: neither can they 
die any more: for they are equal unto the 
angels; and are the children of God, being 
the children of the resurrection. Now that 
the dead are raised, even Moses shewed at the 
bush, when he calleth the Lord the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob. For he is not a God of the 
dead, but of the living: for all live unto Mm. 
Then certain of the scribes answering said, 
Master, thou hast well said. And after that 
they durst not ask Mm any question at all. 

And he said unto them. How say they that 
Christ is David's son? And David himself 
saith in the book of Psalms, 

The Lord said unto my Lord, 

Sit thou on my right hand. 

Till I make thine enemies thy footstool. 
David therefore calleth Mm Lord, how is he 
then Ms son? 

Then in the audience of all the people he 
said unto Ms disciples. Beware of the scribes, 
wMch desire to walk in long robes, and love 
greetings in the markets, and the highest 
seats in the synagogues, and the chief rooms 
at feasts; wMch devour widows' houses, and 
for a shew make long prayers : the same shall 
receive greater damnation. 

One of God's Family 

And he looked up, and saw the rich men 
casting their gifts into the treasury. And he 
saw also a certain poor widow casting in 
thither two mites. And he said. Of a truth I 
say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast 
in more than they all: for all these have of 
their abundance cast in unto the offerings of 
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God: but she of her penury hath cast in all 
the living that she had. 

The Day of the Lord 

And as some spake of the temple, how it 
was adorned with goodly stones and gifts, he 
said. As for these things which ye behold, the 
days will come, in the which there shall not 
be left one stone upon another, that shall not 
be thrown down. And they asked him, say- 
ing, Master, but when shall these things be ? 
and what sign will there be when these 
things shall come to pass ? And he said, Take 
heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall 
come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and 
the time draweth near: go ye not therefore 
after them. But when ye shall hear of wars 
and commotions, be not terrified: for these 
things must first come to pass ; but the end is 
not by and by. 

Then said he unto them. Nation shall rise 
against nation, and kingdom against king- 
dom : and great earthquakes shall be in divers 
places, and famines, and pestilences; and 
fearful sights and great signs shall there be 
from heaven. But before all these, they shall 
lay their hands on you, and persecute you, 
delivering you up to the synagogues, and into 
prisons, being brought before kings and 
rulers for my name's sake. And it shall turn 
to you for a testimony. Settle it therefore in 
your hearts, not to meditate before what ye 
shall answer : for I will give you a mouth and 
wisdom, wMch all your adversaries shall not 
be able to gainsay nor resist. And ye shall be 
betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and 
kinsfolks, and friends ; and some of you shall 
they cause to be put to death* And ye shall 
be hated of all men for my name's sake. But 
there shall not an hair of your head perish. 
In your patience possess ye your souls. 

And when ye shall see Jerusalem com- 
passed with armies, then know that the deso- 
lation thereof is nigh. Then let them wMch 
are in Judaea flee to the mountains ; and let 
them wMch are in the midst of it depart out; 
and let not them that are in the countries 
enter thereinto. For these be the days of 
vengeance, that all tMngs wMch are written 
may be fulfilled. But woe unto them that are 
with cMld, and to them that give suck, in 
those days! for there shall be great distress in 
the land, and wrath upon tMs people. And 
they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and 
shall be led away captive into all nations: 
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id Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the 
entiles, until the times of the Gentiles 
; fulfilled. 

And there shall be signs in the sun, and 
the moon, and In the stars; and upon the 

rth distress of nations, with perplexity; the 

a and the waves roaring; men’s hearts fail- 

g them for fear, and for looking after those 

ings which are coming on the earth; for 

e powers of heaven shall be shaken. And 

m shall they see the Son of man coming in. 

cloud with power and great glory. And 
hen these things begin to come to pass, 

icn look up, and lift up your heads ; for your 

demption draweth nigh. 

And he spake to them a parable; Behold 
te fig tree, and all the trees ; when they now 
toot forth, ye see and know of your own 
;lves that summer is now nigh at hand. So 
tewise ye, when ye see these things come to 
ass, know ye that the kingdom of God is 
igb at hand. Verily I say unto you. This 
meration shall not pass away, till all be fill- 
lied. Heaven and earth shall pass away: 
ut my words shall not pass away. 

.And take heed to yourselves, lest at any 
me your hearts be overcharged with sm- 
iting, and drunkenness, and cares of this 
fe, and so that day come upon you un~ 
vares. For as a snare shall it. come on all 
xem that dwell on the face of the whole 
irth* Watch ye therefore, and pray always, 
rat ye may be accounted worthy to escape 
11 these things that shall come to pass, and 
> stand before the Son of man. 

And in the day time he was teaching in the 
staple; and at night he went out, and abode 
1 the mount that is called the mount of 
Hives. And all the people came early in the 
loraiag to him in the temple, for to hear 
im. , 

lie Betrayal 

Now the feast of unleavened bread drew 
igh, which is called the Passover. And the 
hief priests and scribes sought how they 
tight kill him; for they feared the people. 
Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed 
scariot, being of the number of the twelve, 
uid he went his way, and communed with 


the chief priests and captains, how he might 
betray Mm unto them. And they were gkd, 
and covenanted to give him money. And he 
promised, and sought opportunity to be- 
tray Mm unto them in the absence of the 
multitude. 


A Hallowed House 

Then came the day of unleavened brad, 
when the passover must be killed. And he 
sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare 
us the passover, that we may eat,. And they 
said unto him, Where wilt thou that we pre- 
pare? And he said unto them. Behold, when 
ye are entered into the city, there shall a man 
meet you, bearing a pitcher of water; follow 
him into the house where he entereth in. 
And ye shaE say unto the goodman of the 
house, The Master saith unto thee, Where 
is the guestchamber, where I shaE eat the 
passover with my disciples? And he shaE 
shew you a large upper room furnished: 
there make ready. And they went, and found 
as he had said unto them: and they made 
ready the passover. 

And when the hour was come, he sat down, 
and the twelve apostles with Mm. And he 
said unto them. With desire I have desired 
to eat tMs passover with you before I suffer: 
for I say unto you, I will not any more eat 
thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of' 
God. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and said. Take this, and divide it among 
yourselves; for I say unto you, I will not 
drink of the fruit of the vine, until the king- 
dom of God shaE come. And he took, bread, 
and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto 
them, 1 * saying, TMs is my body wMch is 
given for you this do in remembrance of me. 
Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, 
TMs cup is the new testament in my blood, 
wMch is shed for you. But, behold, the hand 
of Mm that betrayeth me is with me on the 
table. And truly the Son of man goeth, as it 
was determined; but woe unto that man by 
whom he is betrayed! And they began to 
inquire among themselves, wMch of them it 
was that should do tMs thing. 

And there was also a strife among them, 
wMch of them should be accounted the 


1 There has been much controversy as to the real significance of the words of Jesus in the Upper Room. 

»ne thing most writers are 'agreed about. At this last solemn meeting with His disciples Jesus, by an act of 

icramental communion, united them to Him and to one another so that they were knit together as one 
iseparable whole. What then must have been the disciples 3 thoughts when they saw Him crucified? And 
pin, when they saw Him risen from the dead? 






/ W I 

- ' f,; -%'i **§ 

^Sifc 

A'. -!>- .f " •'"^•-*'Wv^ ,. 


g£- i: *-' •' 




WHEN THE JOURNEY OF LIFE IS OVER 

rife is the end , sajys the Lord of Life, for life goes on beyond the grave . Ite nof 
a/rnwf 0/ /fe gathering gloom and the impenetrable darkness . / iw roaJ. I have 
been along it, and have come lack for you, to go along with you, every step of the way, 
until it opens into light. 


as he that serveth. Ye are they which have 
continued with me in my temptations. And 
I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father 
hath appointed unto me; that ye may eat and 
drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, 
Satan hath desired to have you, that he may 
sift you as wheat: but I have prayed for thee. 


greatest. And he said unto them, The kings 
of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; 
and they that exercise authority upon them 
are called benefactors. But ye shall not be 
so: but he that is greatest among you, let him 
be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he 
that doth serve. For whether is greater, he 
that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? is not 
he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you 
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t thy faith fail not: and when thou art 
verted} strengthen thy brethren. And he 
I unto him, Lord, 1 am ready to go with 
5 , both into prison, and to death. And he 

l, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not 
w this day, before that thou shaft thrice 
if that thou knowest me. 

kid he said unto them. When 1 sent you 
bout purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked 
my thing? And they said. Nothing. Then 
I he unto them. But now, he that hath a 
fc $e, let Mm take it, and likewise his scrip: 
l he that hath no sword, let Mm sell his 
ment, and buy one. For 1 say unto you, 
t this that is written must yet be accom- 
shed in me, And he was reckoned among 
transgressors: for the things concerning 
. have an end. And they said, Lord, be- 
d, here are two swords. And he said unto 

m. It is enough. 

thsemane 

tod he came out, and went, as he was 
nt, to the mount of Olives; and his dis- 
ks also followed him. And when he was 
tht place, he said unto them, Pray that ye 
:er not into temptation. And he was with- 
rwn from them about a stone’s cast, and 
tthd down, and prayed, saying, Father, if 
m be willing, remove this cup from me: 
rertheless not my will, but thine, be done, 
id there appeared an angel unto him from 
iven, strengthening Mm. And being in an 
my he prayed more earnestly: and Ms 
eat was as it were great drops of blood 
ling down, to the ground. And when he 
m up from prayer, and was come to Ms 
triples, he found them sleeping for sorrow, 
d said unto them. Why sleep ye? rise and 
ay, lest ye enter into temptation* 

l m Arrest 

And while he yet spake, behold a multi- 
de, and he that was called Judas, one of the 
'dive, went before them, and drew near 
ito Jesus to kiss Mm. But Jesus said unto 
m, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man 
th a Mss? When they which were about 
tn saw what would follow, they said unto 
m. Lord, shall we smite with the sword? 


And one of them smote the servant of the 
high priest, and cut off Ms right ear* And 
Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. 
And he touched Ms ear, and healed him. 
Then Jesus said unto the cliief priests, and 
captains of the temple, and the elders, which 
were come to Mm, Be ye come out, as against 
a thief, with swords and staves? When I 
was daily with you in the temple, ye stretched 
forth no hands against me: but tWs is your 
hour, and the power of darkness. 

The House of the High Priest 

Then took they Mm, and led Mm, and 
brought him into the high priest’s house. 
And Peter followed afar off. And when they 
had kindled a ire in the midst of the hall, 
and were set down together, Peter sat down 
among them. 1 But a certain maid beheld him 
as he sat by the ire, and earnestly looked 
upon Mm, and said, TMs man was also with 
Mm, And he denied him, saying, Woman, 
I know Mm not. And after a little wMle 
another saw him, and said. Thou art also of 
them. And Peter said, Man, I am not. And 
about the space of one hour after another 
confidently affirmed, saying. Of a truth tMs 
fellow also was with Mm: for he is a Gali- 
lean. And Peter said, Man, I know not what 
thou sayest. And immediately, wMle he yet 
spake, the cock crew. And the Lord turned, 
and looked upon Peter* And Peter remcm* 
bered the word, of the Lord, how he had said 
unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shaft 
deny me thrice. And Peter went out, and 
wept bitterly* 

And the men that held Jesus mocked Mm, 
and smote him. And when they had blind- 
folded him, they struck Mm on the face, and 
asked Mm, saying, Prophesy, who is it that 
smote thee? And many other things blas- 
phemously spake they against him. 

And as soon as it was day, the elders of 
the people and the cMef priests and the 
scribes came together, and led him into their 
council, saying, Art thou the Christ? tell us. 
And he said unto them, If I tell you, ye will 
not believe: and if I also ask you, ye will 
not answer me, nor let me go. Hereafter 
shall the Son of man sit on the right hand 
of the power of God. Then said they all. 


1 'Peter had gone only to look on, and that at a distance. He was not in any forbidden place, but, one might 
irtk, at one of the safest places — the High Priest’s house. He was not subjected to temptation or threat — just 
mted by a servant maid. But his loyalty, though it was ready to wield a sword, was not strong enough to 
;et an unexpected gibe. 
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Art thou then the Son of God? And he said 
unto them* Ye say that I am. And they said* 
What need we any further witness? for we 
ourselves have heard of his own mouth. 

The Judgement Hall 

And the whole multitude of them arose* 
and led him unto Pilate. And they began to 
accuse him* saying* We found this fellow 
perverting the nation* and forbidding to give 
tribute to Caesar* saying that he himself is 
Christ a King. And Pilate asked him* say- 
ing* Art thou the King of the Jews? And 
he answered him and said* Thou sayest it. 
Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to 
the people* I find no fault in this man. And 
they were the more fierce* saying* He stirreth 
up the people* teaching throughout all Jewry* 
beginning from Galilee to this place. When 
Pilate heard of Galilee* he asked whether the 
man were a Galilean. And as soon as he 
knew that he belonged unto Herod’s juris- 
diction* he sent him to Herod* who himself 
also was at Jerusalem at that time. 

Jesus Taken to Herod 

And when Herod saw Jesus, he was ex- 
ceeding glad: for he was desirous to see him 
of a long season* because he had heard many 
things of him; and he hoped to have seen 
some miracle done by him. Then he ques- 
tioned with him in many words; but he 
answered him nothing. And the chief priests 
and scribes stood and vehemently accused 
him. And Herod with his men of war set him 
at nought* and mocked him* and arrayed him 
in a gorgeous robe* and sent him again to 
Pilate. And the same day Pilate and Herod 
were made friends together: for before they 
were at enmity between themselves. 

Pilate and the People 

And Pilate* when he had called together 
the chief priests and the rulers and the 
people* said unto them* Ye have brought this 
man unto me* as one that perverteth the 
people: and* behold* I* having examined 
him before you* have found no fault in this 
man touching those things whereof ye accuse 
him: no* nor yet Herod: for I sent you to 
him; and* lo* nothing worthy of death is 
done unto him. I will therefore chastise him* 
and release him. (For of necessity he must 
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release one unto them at the feast.) And 
they cried out all at once* saying* Away with 
this man* and release unto us Barabbas : (who 
for a certain sedition made in the city, and 
for murder* was cast into prison.) Pilate 
therefore* willing to release Jesus* spake 
again to them. But they cried* saying* 
Crucify him* crucify him. And he said unto 
them the third time* Why* what evil hath he 
done? I have found no cause of death in 
him: I will therefore chastise him* and let 
him go. And they were instant with loud 
voices* requiring that he might be crucified. 
And the voices of them and of the chief 
priests prevailed. And Pilate gave sentence 
that it should be as they required. And he 
released unto them him that for sedition and 
murder was cast into prison* whom they had 
desired; but he delivered Jesus to their will. 

Simon * the Cross-bearer 

And as they led him away* they laid hold 
upon one Simon* a Cyrenian, coming out of 
the country, and on him they laid the cross, 
that he might bear it after Jesus. 

And there followed him a great company 
of people* and of women* which also bewailed 
and lamented him. But Jesus turning unto 
them said* Daughters of Jerusalem* weep not 
for me* but weep for yourselves* and for 
your children. For, behold, the days are 
coming* in the which they shall say* Blessed 
are the barren* and the wombs that never 
bare* and the paps which never gave suck. 
Then shall they begin to say to the moun- 
tains* Fall on us; and to the hills* Cover us. 
For if they do these things in a green tree* 
what shall be done in the dry? 

And there were also two other* male- 
factors* led with him to be put to death. 

Calvary 

And when they were come to the place* 
which is called Calvary* there they crucified 
him* and the malefactors* one on the right 
hand* and the other on the left. Then said 
Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do. And they parted his 
raiment, and cast lots. And the people stood 
beholding. And the rulers also with them 
derided him* saying* He saved others; let 
him save himself* if he be Christ* the chosen 
of God. And the soldiers also mocked him* 
coming to him* and offering him vinegar* 
And saying* If thou be the king of the Jews* 
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thyself. And a superscription also was 
itten over Mm In letters of Greek, and 
tin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING 
* THE JEWS. 

And one of the malefactors which were 
aged railed on him, saying, If thou be 
trist, save thyself and ns. But the other 
swering rebuked Mm, saying, Dost not 
>u fear God, seeing thou art in the same 
ademnation? And we indeed justly; for 
i receive the due reward of our deeds : but 
& man hath done nothing amiss. And he 
d unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when 
>u contest into thy kingdom. And Jesus 
d unto him. Verily I say unto thee. To day 
alt thou be with me in paradise. 

he 'Death of Jems 

And it was about the sixth hour, and there 
is a darkness over all the earth until the 
ath hour. And the sun was darkened, and 
s veil, of the temple was rent in the midst, 
id when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, 
said. Father, into thy hands I commend 
¥ spirit; and having said thus, he gave up 
5 ghost, ' Now when the centurion saw 
tat was done, he glorified God, saying. 


Certainly this was a righteous man. And all 

the people that came together to that sight, 

beholding the things wMch were done, smote 
their breasts, and returned. And all Ms 
acquaintance, and the women that followed 
him from Galilee, stood afar off, beholding 
these things. 

The Burial 

And, behold, there was a man named 
Joseph, a counsellor; and he was a good man, 
and a just; (the same had not consented to 
the counsel and deed of them;) he was of 
Arimathaea, a city of the Jews ; who also him- 
self waited for the kingdom of God. TMs 
man went unto Pilate, and begged the body 
of Jesus. And he took it down, and wrapped 
it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that was 
hewn in stone, wherein never man before 
was laid. And that day was the preparation, 
and the sabbath drew on. And the women 
also, wMch came with him from Galilee, 
followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and 
how Ms body was laid. And they returned, 
and prepared spices and ointments; and 
rested the sabbath day according to the 
commandment. 


HE RESURRECTION OF JESUS St, Luke 24, 1-53 

he veil that hides the spiritual sphere from mortal seme is rent s and for a short while 
e reality of the heavenly realm is revealed . Man’s destiny is God . At the tomb he 
*e$ but exchange his earthly worn-out garment of corruptible flesh for an incorruptible 
ode of being with which God clothes His people for their exalted and eternal life 
Ith Him „ 


OW upon the first day of the week, very 
rly in the morning, they came unto the 
pulchre, bringing the spices wMch they 
id prepared, and certain others with them, 
ad they found the stone rolled away from 
e sepulchre. And they entered in, and 
und not the body of the Lord Jesus. And 
came to pass, as they were much perplexed 
.ereabout, behold, two men stood by them 
shining garments : and as they were afraid, 
id bowed down their faces to the earth, they 
id unto them, Why seek ye the living 
nong the dead? He is not here, but is 
sen; remember how he spake unto you 
hen he was yet in Galilee, saying, The 
>n of man must be delivered into the hands 
r sinful men, and be crucified, and the third 
xy rise again. And they remembered Ms 


words, and returned from the sepulchre, and 
told all these things unto the eleven, and to 
all the rest. It was Mary Magdalene, and 
Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and 
other women that were with them, which 
told these things unto the apostles. And 
their words seemed to them as idle tales, and 
they believed them not. Then arose Peter, 
and ran unto the sepulchre; and stooping 
down, he beheld the linen clothes laid by 
themselves, and departed, wondering in him- 
self at that wMch was come to pass. 

Abide with Us 

And, behold, two of them went that same 
day to a village called Emmaus, wMch was 
from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. 
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And they talked together of all these things 
which had happened. And it came to pass, 
that, while they communed together and 
reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went 
with them. But their eyes were holden that 
they should not know him. And he said unto 
them. What manner of communications are 
these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, 
and are sad? And the one of them, whose 
name was Cleopas, answering said unto him, 
Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and 
hast not known the things which are come 
to pass there in these days? And he said 
unto them. What things? And they said 
unto him. Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, 
which was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the people; and 
how the chief priests and our rulers delivered 
him to be condemned to death, and have 
crucified him. But we trusted that it had 
been he which should have redeemed Israel: 
and beside all this, to day is the third day 
since these things were done. Yea, and cer- 
tain women also of our company made us 
astonished, which were early at the sepulchre ; 
and when they found not Ills body, they 
came, saying, that they had also seen a vision 
of angels, which said that he was alive. And 
certain of them which were with us went to 
the sepulchre, and found it even so as the 
women had said; but him they saw not. 
Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow 
of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken: ought not Christ to have suffered 
these things, and to enter into his glory? 
And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, 
he expounded unto them in all the scriptures 
the things concerning himself. And they 
drew nigh unto the village, whither they 
went: and he made as though he would have 
gone further. But they constrained him, say- 
ing, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, 
and the day is far spent. And he went in to 
tarry with them. And it came to pass, as he 
sat at meat with them, he took bread, and 
blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. And 
their eyes were opened, and they knew him ; 
and he vanished out of their sight. And they 
said one to another, Did not our heart bum 
within us, while he talked with us by the 
way, and while he opened to us the scrip- 
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tures ? And they rose up the same hour, and 
returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven 
gathered together, and them that were with 
them, saying. The Lord is risen indeed, and 
hath appeared to Simon. And they told what 
things were done in the way, and how he 
was known of them in breaking of bread. 

Peace Be Unto You 

And as they thus spake, Jesus himself 
stood in the midst of them, and saith unto 
them. Peace be unto you. But they were 
terrified and affrighted, and supposed that 
they had seen a spirit. And he said unto 
them. Why are ye troubled? and why do 
thoughts arise in your hearts? Behold my 
hands and my feet, that it is I myself : handle 
me, and see, for a spirit hath not flesh and 
bones, as ye see me have. And when he had 
thus spoken, he shewed them, his hands and 
his feet. And while they yet believed not for 
joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have 
ye here any meat? And they gave him a 
piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. 
And he took it, and did eat before them. 

And he said unto them. These are the 
words which I spake unto you, while I was 
yet with you, that all things must be ful- 
filled, which were written in the law of 
Moses, and in the prophets, and in the 
psalms, concerning me. Then opened he 
their understanding, that they might under- 
stand the scriptures, and said unto them. 
Thus it is written, and thus it behoved 
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead 
the third day: and that repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached in 
his name among all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these 
things. And, behold, I send the promise of 
my Father upon you : but tarry ye in the city 
of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power 
from on high. 

And he led them out as far as to Bethany, 
and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. 
And it came to pass, while he blessed them, 
he was parted from them, and carried up 
into heaven. And they worshipped him, and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy: and 
were continually in the temple, praising 
and blessing God. Amen. 
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; ^ 1 : : ^ THE HOMELAND OF JESUS 

owing approximately the situation of the places He visited, and the roads between them 


Nazareth to Jerusalem, avoiding ‘Samaria, c. 85 miles. 
» » through „ c. 65 „ 

» Capernaum, c. 20 miles. 

Capernaum to Caesarea Philippi, c. 28 miles. 

Nazareth to Cana, c. 4 miles. 


Jerusalem to Bethlehem, c. 6 miles 
„ Bethany, c. 2 miles. 

„ Jericho, c. 16 miles. 

„ Emmaus, c. 7 miles. 

» Sychar, c. 31 miles. 
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ST. JOHN 

ETERNAL GLORY TRANSFIGURES OUR DAYS 

John tells the story of Jesus in another way, and from another standpoint . Some years 
have passed since Matthew , Mark, and Luke wrote their gospels, which , happily for us, 
possess the vividness of direct narratives. Bui the time has come for an illuminating 
portrait-study to he made that will take its place by the side of these earlier graphic 
sketches. Much had happened in the intervening years. The experience of the followers 
of Jesus had widened. It had gradually become evident that the glory of His earthly 
life was but the first gleam of the glory that dwelt within Him and that their spiritual 
fellowship was bringing to light. They were discovering the inner greatness of their 
Lord: His divine nature and, in it, the manifestation of the infinite love and eternal 
life of God; His moral majesty, which gave new meaning, authority, and power to the 
law that had been written in the hearts of men . But it was the discovery of His abiding 
Presence, of His union with them through His indwelling Spirit that was having the 
most transforming influence upon their lives, and making them feel they must deepen 
and enlarge their conception of His Gospel . This Jesus, who had lived and died among 
men, was indeed the ever-living Lord of Life, the Source and Support of Life Eternal. 
So when it became John's turn to write , it was the revelation of His Lord's inner glory 
that he sought to make known. The story of the historic Jesus had been told by the 
others , and told well. It was all that was needed as a basis for faith. But for those 
who long for closer fellowship he must set forth the glory of the Living Lord . 

THE DIVINE GLORY St.John 1 , 1-18 


I N the beginning was the Word, 1 and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God* The same was in the beginning 
with God, All things were made by 
him; and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. In him was life; and 
the life was the light of men. And the light 
shineth in darkness; and the darkness com- 
prehended it not. There was a man sent 
from God, whose name was John* The same 
came for a witness, to bear witness of the 
Light, that all men through him might 
believe* He was not that Light, but was 
sent to bear witness of that Light. That was 
the true Light, which lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world. He was in the 
world, and the world was made by him, and 
the world knew him not. He came unto his 


own, and his own received him not* But as 
many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name: which were 
bom, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God. And the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and 
truth. John bare witness of him, and cried, 
saying, This was he of whom I spake. He that 
cometh after me is preferred before me : for he 
was before me* And of his fulness have all 
we received, and grace for grace. For the law 
was given by Moses, but grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ. No man hath seen God at any 
time; the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him* 


1 Many attempts have been made to find an English term that would adequately express the meaning of the 
Greek word Logos - — which is the word used in the original manuscripts— -and at the same time give the reader 
a clear conception of the divine mystery that the writer was trying to make known. The term used here 
cannot carry all that is contained in the Greek Logos* but up to the present no better word has been found 
than that which was adopted for the Authorized Version. The whole subject is too complex to be dealt with 
in a footnote, and the reader is referred to the standard commentaries. 
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,ORY THAT BRIGHTENS MAN’S OUTLOOK 


JOHN 


CHAPTERS 1, IO—2, 12 


rr an opening hymn, the first line of which— i In the beginning ' — carries us back to 
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f$ ministry * At the end of his gospel he narrates at length the days of the last week 



l has for ages been hidden in Creation . Now greater things are to happen . The 
pose revealed is about to be realized , Like the water at Cana> man's life is to be 
isformed* 


t First Day 

S|MD this is the record of John, when 
\ the Jews sent priests and Levites 
il from Jerusalem to ask him. Who 
JLart thou? And he confessed, and 
ted not; but confessed, 1 am not the 
ast* And they asked him, What then? 

thou Elias ? And he saith, I am 
* Art thou that prophet? And he an- 
iredj> No. Then said they unto him, 
so art thou? that we may give an answer 
hem that sent us. What sayest thou of 
seif? He said, I am the voice of one cry- 
in the wilderness. Make straight the way 
he Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. And 
y which were sent were of the Pharisees, 
d they asked him, and said unto him, 
ly baptizest thou then, if thou be not that 
rist, nor Elias, neither that prophet? John 
swered them, saying, I baptize with water: 
t there standeth one among you, whom 
know not; he it is, who coming after me 
preferred before me, whose shoe's latchet 
m not worthy to unloose. These things 
•re done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, 
tere John was baptizing. 


he Second Day 

The next day John seeth Jesus coming 
Lto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of 


God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 
This is he of whom I said. After me cometh 
a man which is preferred before me: for he 
was before me. And I knew him not: but 
that he should be made manifest to Israel, 
therefore am I come baptizing with water. 
And John bare record, saying, I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, 
and it abode upon him. And I knew him 
not: but he that sent me to baptize with 
water, the same said unto me. Upon whom 
thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and 
remaining on him, the same is he which 
baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. And I saw, 
and bare record that this is the Son of God. 

The Third Day 

Again the next day after John stood, and 
two of his disciples; and looking upon Jesus 
as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of 
God!' And the two disciples heard him 
speak, and they followed Jesus* Then Jesus 
turned, and saw them following, and saith 
unto them. What seek ye? They said unto 
him. Rabbi, (which is to say, being inter- 
preted, Master,) where dwellest thou? He 
saith unto them, Come and see. They came 
and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him 
that day: for it was about the tenth hour. 
One of the two which heard John speak, and 
followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
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Every dawn brings nearer His Day. 


brother. He first findeth his own brother 
Simon, and saith unto him, We have found 
the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the 
Christ. And he brought him to Jesus. And 
when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art 
Simon the son of Jona; thou shalt be called 
Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone. 

The Fourth Day 

The day following Jesus would go forth 
into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith 
unto him, Follow me. Now Philip was of 
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 
Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto 
him, We have found him, of whom Moses 
in the law, and the prophets, did write, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. And 
Nathanael said unto him. Can there any 
good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip 
saith unto him, Come and see. Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him. 
Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
guile! Nathanael saith unto him, Whence 
knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said 
unto him, Before that Philip called thee, 
when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw 
thee. Nathanael answered and saith unto 
him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou 
art the King of Israel Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Because I said unto thee, I 
saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou? 
thou shalt see greater things than these. And 
he saith unto him. Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and 
the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of man. 


The Last Three Days 

Two of them would be taken up by the jour- 
ney from Bethsaida to Cana. 

And the third day there was a marriage 
in Cana of Galilee ; and the mother of Jesus 
was there: and both Jesus was called, and his 
disciples, to the marriage. And when they 
wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto 
him, They have no wine. Jesus saith unto 
her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? 
mine hour is not yet come. His mother saith 
unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto 
you, do it. And there were set there six 
waterpots of stone, after the manner of the 
purifying of the Jews, containing two or 
three firkins apiece. Jesus saith unto them. 
Fill the waterpots with water. And they 
filled them up to the brim. And he saith 
unto them. Draw out now, and bear unto 
the governor of the feast. And they bare it. 
When the ruler of the feast had tasted the 
water that was made wine, and knew not 
whence it was : (but the servants which drew 
the water knew;) the governor of the feast 
called the bridegroom, and saith unto him. 
Every man at the beginning doth set forth 
good wine; and when men have well drunk, 
then that which is worse; but thou hast kept 
the good wine until now. This beginning of 
miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and 
manifested forth Ms glory; and his disciples 
believed on him. 

After this he went down to Capernaum, 
he, and his mother, and his brethren, and 
Ms disciples: and they continued there not 
many days. 
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OM YEAR TO YEAR 

GLORY THAT EXALTS MAN'S LIFE 


M CHAPTERS 2, 13—11,57 

nof 0?z/y the Lights but also the Life of men , /Is the Light, He made known 
& truth* He was the Truth of God and man: of what God is, and what man should 
; of the life that is in God and may be in man* He is the truth of this life, because 
the Son of God the life of God dwells in Him in reality and perfection* When, therefore , 
od sent Him as His gift to man, it was life, the life of God Himself, that He was 
ring us, in and through His Son* But life can be communicated only by contact* That 
why the Son of God became flesh, to make contact with us, the closest contact; that 
kick comes when friend holds fellowship with friend, and in confiding, trusting com - 
union each opens his heart to the other. It is then that a man gives himself, and the essen- 
il spirit of the life that is in him * So it is, by intimate communion and through heart 
heart friendship, that Christ imparts His spirit, the life from God, the life divine, 
us* In His talks with men He frequently described it as the life eternal, a description 
at makes us feel how temporal , how slight and poor in experience and quality, is any 
her life; so that we can no longer look upon our natural, temporal life as the whole 
’ our existence* 


SPRING FESTIVAL 

iND the Jews’ passover was at hand, 
f\ and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, 
and found in the temple those that 
h* JL sold oxen and sheep and doves, 
id the changers of money sitting: and 
hen' he had made a scourge of small cords, 

5 drove them all out of the temple, and 
e sheep, and the oxen; and poured out 
.e changers’ money, and overthrew the 
hies; and said unto them that sold doves, 
ake these things hence; make not my 
ather’s house an, house of merchandise, 
nd his disdples remembered that it was 
ritten. The zeal of thine house hath eaten 
e up. Then answered the Jews and said 
ato him, What sign shewest thou unto us, 
«ing that thou doest these things? Jesus 
iswered and said unto them, Destroy this 
tuple, and in three days I will raise it up. 
‘hen said the Jews, Forty and six years was 
lis temple in building, and wilt thou rear 

up in three days? But he spake of the 
mple of his body. When therefore he was 
sen from the dead, his disciples remembered 
lat he had said this unto them; and they 
elieved the scripture, and the word which 
jsus had said. 


St.John 2, 13—4, 54 

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 
passover, in the feast day, many believed in 
his name, when they saw the miracles which 
he did. But Jesus did not commit himself 
unto them, because he knew all men, and 
needed not that any should testify of man; 
for he knew what was in man. 

A New Birth 

There was a man of the Pharisees, named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: the same 
came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, 
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come 
from God: for no man can do these miracles 
that thou doest, except God be with him. 
Jesus answered and said unto him. Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee. Except a man be 
bom again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God. Nicodemus saith unto him, How can 
a man be bom when he is old? can he enter 
the second time into his mother’s womb, and 
be bom? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God. That which is bom of 
the flesh is flesh; and that which is bom of 
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the Spirit is spirit. Matvei not that I said 
unto thee* Ye must be bom again. The wind 
bloweth where it listeth* and thou hearest 
the sound thereof* but canst not tell whence 
it cometh* and whither it goeth: so is every 
one that is born of the Spirit. Nicodemus 
answered and said unto him* How can these 
things be? Jesus answered and said unto 
him* Art thou a master of Israel* and knowest 
not these things? Verily* verily* I say unto 
thee* We speak that we do know* and testify 
that we have seen; and ye receive not our 
witness. If I have told you earthly things* 
and ye believe not* how shall ye believe* if I 
tell you of heavenly things? And no man 
hath ascended up to heaven, but he that 
came down from heaven* even the Son of 
man which is in heaven. And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness* even 
so must the Son of man be lifted up: that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish* but have eternal life. 

For God so loved the world* that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish* but have 
everlasting life. For God sent not his Son 
into the world to condemn the world; but 
that the world through him might be saved. 
He that believeth on him is not condemned: 
but he that believeth not is condemned 
already* because he hath not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God. And 
this is the condemnation* that light is come 
into the world* and men loved darkness 
rather than light* because their deeds were 
evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the 
light* neither cometh to the light* lest his 
deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth 
truth cometh to the light* that his deeds may 
be made manifest* that they are wrought in 
God. 

A New Baptism 

After these things came Jesus and his 
disciples into the land of Judasa; and there 
he tarried with them* and baptized. And 
John also was baptizing in Mnon near to 
Salim* because there was much water there : 
and they came* and were baptized. For John 
was not yet cast into prison. Then there 
arose a question between some of John’s 
disciples and the Jews about purifying. And 
they came unto John* and said unto him* 
Rabbi* he that was with thee beyond Jordan* 
to whom thou barest witness* behold* the 


same baptizeth* and all men come to him. 
John answered and said* A man can receive 
nothing, except it be given him from heaven. 
Ye yourselves bear me witness* that I said* 
I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before 
him. He that hath the bride is the bride- 
groom: but the friend of the bridegroom* 
which standeth and heareth him* rejoiceth 
greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice: 
this my joy therefore is fulfilled. He must 
increase* but I must decrease. 

He that cometh from above is above all: 
he that is of the earth is earthly* and speaketh 
of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is 
above all. And what he hath seen and heard* 
that he testifieth; and no man receiveth his 
testimony. He that hath received his testi- 
mony hath set to his seal that God is true. 
For he whom God hath sent speaketh the 
words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit 
by measure unto him. The Father loveth the 
Son* and hath given all things into his hand. 
He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life : and he that believeth not the Son shall 
not see life; but the wrath of God abideth 
on him. 

WATER OF LIFE St.John 4 * 1-42 

We think of water as cleansing and refreshing, 
but the word as a symbol would strike the 
Oriental mind with much more force . He has 
seen the miraculous change of life springing 
from death, when the rains have fallen on the 
arid desert * or the hard , parched ground has 
been irrigated. Water to him is a life-giver, 
and can make the desert blossom as a rose. 
Jesus applies this vivid figure of speech to 
the Life Spirit, the Holy Spirit that is in Him 
and that He has the power to impart. 

When therefore the Lord knew how the 
Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and 
baptized more disciples than John* (though 
Jesus himself baptized not* but his disciples*) 
he left Judaea* and departed again into 
Galilee. And he must needs go through 
Samaria. Then cometh he to a city of 
Samaria* which is called Sychar* near to the 
parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son 
Joseph. Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus 
therefore* being wearied with his journey* 
sat thus on the well: and it was about the 
sixth hour. There cometh a woman of 
Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her* 
Give me to drink. (For his disciples were 


JOHN 4, 8 

s away unto the city to buy meat*) Then 
i the woman of Samaria unto him* How 
. 'that thou* being a Jew, askest drink of 
which am a woman of Samaria? for the 
s have no dealings with the Samaritans, 
is answered and said unto her. If thou 
west the gift of God, and who it is that 
bt to' thee. Give me to drink; thou would- 
have asked of him, and he would have 
m thee living water. The woman saith 
3 him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw 
i, and the well is deep; from whence 
i hast thou that living water? Art thou 
iter than our father Jacob, which gave us 
well, and drank thereof himself, and his 
dren, and Ms cattle? Jesus answered and 
l unto her. Whosoever drinketh of this 
er shall thirst again; but whosoever 
iketh of the water that I shall give him 
(1 never thirst; but the water that I shall 
5 him shall be In him a well of water 
inging up into everlasting life. The 
nan saith unto him, Sir, give me this 
er, that I thirst not, neither come hither 
iraw. Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy 
band, and come hither. The woman 
wered and said, I have no husband, 
is said unto her. Thou hast well said, I 
*e no husband: for thou hast had five 
bands; and he whom thou now hast is not 
husband: in that saidst thou truly. The 
nan saith unto Mm, Sir, I perceive that 
u art a prophet. Our fathers worsMpped 
Ms mountain; and ye say, that in Jeru- 
sm is the place where men ought to wor- 
?. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe 
> the hour cometh, when ye shall neither 
Ms mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, won- 
p the Father. Ye worsMp ye know not 
at: we know what we worsMp: for salva- 
i is of the Jews. But the hour cometh, 
i now is, when the true worsMppers shall 
rsMp the Father in spirit and in truth: 
the Father seeketh such to worship him. 
d is a Spirit; and they that worsMp Mm 
ist worship Mm in spirit and in truth, 
.e woman saith unto Mm, I know that 
:ssias cometh, which is called Christ ; when 
is come, he will tell us all things. Jesus 
th unto her, I that speak unto thee am he, 
\n& upon this came Ms disdples, and 
rveEed that he talked with 'the woman: 
: no man said, What seekest thou? or, 
ly talkest thou with her? The woman 
n left her waterpot, and went her way 
o the city, and saith to the men, Come, 


see a man, which told me all things that ever 
I did: is not this the Christ ? Then they went 
out of the city, and came unto him. In the 
mean wMle his disciples prayed Mm, saying, 
Master, eat. But he said unto them, I have 
meat to eat that ye know not of. Therefore 
said the disciples one to another, Hath any 
man brought him ought to eat? Jesus saith 
unto them, My meat is to do the will of him 
that sent me, and to finish Ms work. Say not 
ye. There are yet four months, and then 
cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you. 
Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for 
they are white already to harvest. And he 
that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth 
fruit unto life eternal: that both he that 
soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice to- 
gether. And herein is that saying true, One 
soweth, and another reapeth. I sent you to 
reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour; 
other men laboured, and ye are entered into 
their labours. 

And many of the Samaritans of that city 
believed on him for the saying of the woman, 
which testified, He told me all that ever I did. 
So when the Samaritans were come unto 
Mm, they besought Mm that he would tarry 
with them: and he abode there two days* 
And many more believed because of Ms own 
word; and said unto the woman. Now we 
believe, not because of thy saying: for we 
have heard him ourselves, and know that 
tMs is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the 
world. 

Where Water mas made Wine 

Now after two days he departed thence, 
and went into Galilee. For Jesus himself 
testified, that a prophet hath no honour in 
Ms own country. Then when he was come 
into Galilee, the Galilaeans received him, 
having seen all the things that he did at 
Jerusalem at the feast; for they also went 
unto the feast. 

So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, 
where he made the water wine* And there 
was a certain nobleman, whose son was sick 
at Capernaum. When he heard that Jesus 
was come out of Judaea into Galilee, he went 
unto Mm, and besought him that he would 
come down, and heal his son: for he was at 
the point of death. Then 'said Jesus unto 
Mm, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye 
will not believe. The nobleman saith unto 
Mm, Sir, come down ere my child die* Jesus 




saith unto Mm, Go thy way; thy son liveth. unto him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the 

And the man believed the word that Jesus fever left him. So the father knew that it 

had spoken unto him, and he went his way. was at the same hour, in the which Jesus 

And as he was now going down, Ms servants said unto him. Thy son liveth: and himself 

met Mm, and told Mm, saying. Thy son believed, and Ms whole house. TMs is again 

liveth. Then enquired he of them the hour the second miracle that Jesus did, when he 

when he began to amend. And they said was come out of Judsea into Galilee. 

: ANOTHER FESTIVAL St.John 5 , i— 6, 71 

It is unnamed , and various suggestions have been made . Every festival has its advocates . 
But the important thing to observe is the way the evangelist threads the revelation of 
Eternal Life through the seasons that mark the passing of time. It is not the festival 
of one year , but of several years , that he mentions ; and it would appear that he framed 
his narrative on these lines , because , to his mind, this was the method that Jesus Himself 
had followed. He perceived that there was a dose connexion between the revelations 
given at the different festivals and the occasions that the festivals celebrated . The 
Passover , mentioned in the previous section , had a nature-association with the coming 
of life in the spring-time, and an historical association with the liberating passage of 
Israel through the Red Sea . If the unnamed f estival of this section were Pentecost , 
celebrating the beginning of the wheat harvest and the revelation given at Sinai \ then 
the words of Jesus at this time have striking significance * 

AFTER this there was a feast of the Jews; asked they him. What man is that which said 
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. unto thee. Take up thy bed, and walk? And 

Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep he that was healed wist not who it was: for 
market a pool, wMch is called in the Hebrew Jesus had conveyed himself away, a multi- 
tongue Bethesda, having five porches. In tude being in that place. Afterward Jesus 
these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, 
of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, 
moving of the water. For an angel went lest a worse thing come unto thee. The man 
down at a certain season into the pool, and departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus, 
troubled the water: whosoever then first which had made Mm whole. And therefore 
after the troubling of the water stepped in did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to 
was made whole of whatsoever disease he slay Mm, because he had done these things 

1 had. And a certain man was there, wMch on the sabbath day. But Jesus answered 
had an infirmity thirty and eight years, them. My Father worketh Mtherto, and 
When Jesus saw Mm lie, and knew that he I work. Therefore the Jews sought the 
had been now a long time in that case, he more to kill him, because he not only had 
saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? broken the sabbath, but said also that God 
The impotent man answered Mm, Sir, I have was Ms Father, making himself equal with 
no man, when the water is troubled, to put God. 
me into the pool: but wMle I am coming, 
another steppeth down before me. Jesus T ? o 
saith unto him. Rise, take up thy bed, and 
walk. And immediately the man was made Then answered Jesus and said unto them, 
whole, and took up Ms bed, and walked: and Verily, verily, I say unto you. The Son can 
on the same day was the sabbath. do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the 

The Jews therefore said unto Mm that Father do: for what things soever he doeth, 
was cured, It is the sabbath day: it is not these also doeth the Son likewise. For the 
lawful for thee to carry thy bed. He answered Father loveth the Son, and sheweth Mm all 
them. He that made me whole, the same said things that himself doeth: and he will shew 
unto me. Take up thy bed, and walk. Then him greater works than these, that ye may 
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of Life 


)HN 5 , 20 

For as the Father raiseth up the 
tad qutckeneth them ; even so the Son 
neth whom he will. For tike Father 
h no man) but hath committed all 
cut unto the Son; that all men should 
r the Son s even as they honour the 
% He that honoureth not the Son 
reth not the Father which hath sent 
Verily, verily, 1 say unto you. He that 
h my word, and believeth on him that 
le, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
into condemnation; but is passed from 
unto life. Verily, verily, I say unto 
Hbe hour is coming, and now is, when 
:ad shall hear the voice of the Son of 
and they that hear shall live. For as 
ather hath life in himself; so hath he 
to the Son to have life in himself; and 
given Mm authority to execute judg- 
aiso, because he is the Son of man. 
d not at this; for the hour is coming, 

: which all that are in the graves shall 
Ms voice, and shall come forth; they 
mve done good, unto the resurrection 
and they that have done evil, unto the 
rection of damnation, 
am of mine own seif do nothing: as 
r, I judge: and my judgment is just; 
ise I seek not mine own will, but the 
£ the Father which hath sent me. If I 
witness of myself, my witness is not 
There is another that beareth witness 
e; and I know that the witness which 
itnesseth of me is true. Ye seat unto 
» and he bare witness unto the truth, 
[ receive not testimony from man; but 
: ‘things I say, that ye might be saved, 
sras a burning and a shining light; and 
ere willing for a season to rejoice in his 
. But I have greater witness than that 
hn: for ‘the works wMch the Father hath 
i me to finish, the same works that I do, 
witness of mt, that the Father hath sent 
'And the Father himself, which hath 
me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have 
ter heard his voice at any time, nor seen 
hape. And ye have not his word abiding 
ro: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe 
Search the scriptures; for in them ye 
k ye have eternal life; and they are they 
:h testify of me. And ye wifi not come 
ie, that ye might have life, I 'receive not 
our from men. But I know you, that ye 
t not the love of God in you. I am come 
ij Father’s name, and ye receive me not:, 
shall rnmp in his own name, him 


ye will receive. How can ye believe, which 
receive honour one of another, and seek not 
the honour that; cometh from God only? Do 
not think that I will accuse you to the 
Father; there is one that accuseth you, even 
Moses, in whom ye trust. For had ye 
believed Moses, ye would have believed 
me; for he wrote of me. But if ye believe 
not his writings, how shall ye believe my 
words ? 


BREAD OF LIFE St John 6» x-71 

If water gives freshness and vigour, bread 
nourishes and sustains , Both are pita 1 necessi- 
ties. Man cannot live without them » His body 
knows hunger , So does his soul: the hunger for 
Gods for truth and hve 3 for righteousness and 
peace s for jay and courage » And these are the 
needs that Christ satisfies with the Bread of 
Heaven y which is Himself, He strengthens and 
supports those who take His living Spirit into 
their hearts, who receive His words and live 
by them . 

After these things Jesus went over the sea 
of Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias. And 
a great multitude followed him, because they 
saw his miracles which he did on them that 
were diseased. And Jesus went up into a 
mountain, and there he sat with Ms disciples. 
And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was 
nigh. When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, 
and saw a great company come unto him, 
he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy 
bread, that these may eat? And this he said 
to prove him; for he himself knew what he 
would do. Philip answered him, Two hun- 
dred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient 
for them, that every one of them may take a 
little. One of Ms disciples, Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother, saith unto Mm, There is a 
lad here, wMch hath five barley loaves, and 
two small fishes: but what are they among 
so many? And Jesus said, Make the men sit 
down. Now 'there was much pass in the 
place. So the men sat down, in number 
about five thousand. And Jesus took the 
loaves; and when he had given thanks, he 
distributed to the disciples, and the disciples 
to them that were set down; and likewise of 
the fishes as much as they would. When 
they were filled, he said unto Ms disciples. 
Gather up the fragments that remain, that 
nothing be lost. Therefore they gathered them 


together* and filled twelve baskets with the 
fragments of the five barley loaves* which 
remained over and above unto them that had 
eaten. Then those men* when they had seen 
the miracle that Jesus did* said* This is of a 
truth that prophet that should come into the 
world. 

When Jesus therefore perceived that they 
would come and take him by force* to make 
Mm a king* he departed again into a moun- 
tain himself alone. 

The Presence of Jesus 

And when even was now come* Ms dis- 
ciples went down unto the sea* and entered 
into a sMp* and went over the sea toward 
Capernaum. And it was now dark* and Jesus 
was not come to them. And the sea arose by 
reason of a great wind that blew. So when 
they had rowed about five and twenty or 
thirty furlongs* they see Jesus walking on 
the sea* and drawing nigh unto the sMp: 
and they were afraid. But he saith unto 
them* It is I; be not afraid. Then they 
willingly received Mm into the sMp: and 
immediately the sMp was at the land whither 
they went. 

1 am the Bread from Heaven 

The day following* when the people wMch 
stood on the other side of the sea saw that 
there was none other boat there* save that 
one whereinto Ms disciples were entered* 
and that Jesus went not with Ms disciples 
into the boat* but that Ms disciples were gone 
away alone; (howbeit there came other boats 
from Tiberias nigh unto the place where 
they did eat bread* after that the Lord had 
given thanks:) when the people therefore 
saw that Jesus was not there* neither Ms 
disciples* they also took shipping* and came 
to Capernaum* seeking for Jesus. And when 
they had found Mm on the other side of the 
sea* they said unto Mm* Rabbi* when earnest 
thou Mther? Jesus answered them and said* 
Verily* verily, I say unto you* Ye seek me* 
not because ye saw the miracles, but because 
ye did eat of the loaves* and were filled. 
Labour not for the meat wMch perisheth* 
but for that meat wMch endureth unto ever- 
lasting life* wMch the Son of man shall give 
unto you: for Mm hath God the Father 
sealed. Then said they unto Mm* What shall 
we do* that we might work the works of God ? 


ST. JOHN 6* $% 

Jesus answered and said unto them* TMs 
is the work of God* that ye believe on Mm 
whom he hath sent. They said therefore 
unto him* What sign shewest thou then* that 
we may see* and believe thee? what dost thou 
work? Our fathers did eat manna in the 
desert; as it is written* He gave them bread 
from heaven to eat. Then Jesus said unto 
them* Verily* verily* I say unto you* Moses 
gave you not that bread from heaven ; but 
my Father giveth you the true bread from 
heaven. For the bread of God is he which 
cometh down from heaven* and giveth life 
unto the world. Then said they unto him* 
Lord* evermore give us tMs bread. And 
Jesus said unto them* I am the bread of life: 
he that cometh to me shall never hunger; 
and he that believeth on me shall never 
thirst. But I said unto you* That ye also 
have seen me, and believe not. All that the 
Father giveth me shall come to me ; and him 
that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 
For I came down from heaven* not to do mine 
own will* but the will of him that sent me. 
And tMs is the Father’s will wMch hath sent 
me* that of all wMch he hath given me J 
should lose nothing* but should raise it up 
again at the last day. And tMs is the will of 
him that sent me* that every one wMch seeth 
the Son* and believeth on him* may have 
everlasting life : and I will raise him up at the 
last day. 

The Jews then murmured at Mm* because 
he said* I am the bread wMch came down 
from heaven. And they said* Is not tMs 
Jesus* the son of Joseph* whose father and 
mother we know? how is it then that he 
saith, I came down from heaven? Jesus 
therefore answered and said unto them* 
Murmur not among yourselves. No man 
can come to me* except the Father wMch 
hath sent me draw him: and I will raise Mm 
up at the last day. It is written in the 
prophets* And th$y shall be all taught of 
God. Every man therefore that hath heard* 
and hath learned of the Father* cometh unto 
me. Not that any man hath seen the Father* 
save he wMch is of God* he hath seen the 
Father. Verily, verily* I say unto you* He 
that believeth on me hath everlasting life. I 
am that bread of life. Your fathers did eat 
manna in the wilderness* and are dead. TMs 
is the bread wMch cometh down from 
heaven* that a man may eat thereof* and not 
die. I am the living bread wMch came down 
from heaven: if any man eat of tMs bread* 
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mtt Myc for ever: and the bread that I 
give, is my flesh* which I will give for 
ife of the world* 

k Jews therefore strove among them- 
% saying. How can this man give ns his 
to eat? Then Jesus said unto them, 
ly, verily, 1 say unto you. Except ye eat 
lesh of the Son of man, and drink his 
d, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth 
flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath 
ml life; and I will raise him up at the 
day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and 
blood is drink indeed. He that eateth 
flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelkth 
ic, and 1 in him. As the living Father 
, sent me, and I live by the Father; so 
hat eateth me, even he shall live by me. 
5 is that bread which came down from 
ren; not as your fathers did eat manna, 
are dead ; he that eateth of this bread shall 
for ever. These things said he in the 
igogue, as he taught in Capernaum, 
lany therefore of his disciples, when they 
heard this, said. This is an hard say- 
; who can hear it? When Jesus knew in 


himself that his disciples mummied at it, he 
said unto them. Doth this offend you? What 
and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend 
up where he was before? It is the spirit that 
qutckeneth ; the flesh profiteth nothing; the 
words that 1 speak unto you, they are spirit, 
and they are Ife, But there are some of you 
that believe not. For Jesus knew from the 
beginning who they were that believed not, 
and who should betray him. And he said, 
Therefore said I unto you, that no man can 
come unto me, except it were given unto 
him of my Father. 

From that time many of his disciples went 
back, and walked no more with him. Then 
said Jesus unto the twelve. Will ye also go 
away? Then Simon Peter answered him, 
Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the 
words of eternal life. And we believe and 
are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son 
of the living God. Jesus answered them, 
Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of 
you is a devil? He spake of Judas Iscariot 
the son of Simon; for he it was that should 
betray Mm, being one of the twelve. 


[ AUTUMN FESTIVAL St.John 7, 1 — 10, 21 

t Feast of the Tabernacles* the most popular of all the festivals* came at the crown 
the year * when all the produce of the fields and vineyards had been gathered in . 
ring the celebration the people lived in booths * or improvised shelters* made of the 
ghs and branches of trees * as a memorial of the Wondering in the Wilderness. 
; impressive feature of this feast apparently afforded Jesus the opportunity He 
ired of presenting another aspect of the truth He came to reveal . It was the custom 
the dose of the first day for the worshippers to light * in one of the courts * the large 
I ‘den four-branched candlesticks * $0 that the Temple area at might turn might be 
low with light 


TER these things Jesus walked in Galilee; 

■ he would not walk in Jewry, because the 
vs sought to kill Mm. Now the Jews' 
LSt of tabernacles was at hand. His brethren 
srefore said unto him, Depart hence, and 
into Judaea, that thy disciples also may 
; the works that thou doest. For there is 
* man that doeth any thing in secret, and 
Mmself 'seeketh to be known openly. If 
ou do these things, shew thyself to the 
3rld. For neither did his brethren believe 
him. Then Jesus said unto them. My 
ne is not yet come: but your time is aiway 
ady. The world cannot hate you; but me 
hateth, because I testify of it, that the 
orks thereof are evil. Go ye up unto this 


feast: I go not up yet unto this feast; for my 
time is not yet fill come. When he had said 
these words unto them, he abode still in 
Galilee. 

But when Ms brethren were gone up, then 
went he also up unto the feast, not openly, 
but as it were in secret. Then the Jews 
sought Mm at the feast, and said, Where is 
he? And there was much murmuring among 
the people concerning him; for some said, 
He is a good man; others said. Nay; but he 
deceiveththepeopie. Howbeit no man spake 
openly of him for fear of the Jews. 

Now about the midst of the feast Jesus 
went up into the temple, and taught. And 
the Jews marvelled, saying, How knoweth 



EVERY SEASON OF THE YEAR RECALLS HIS MESSAGE 

Our Lord makes the shepherd’s tender care, the reaper’s sheaves and joy of harvest , bring 
to mind with thankfulness and trust God’s greater gifts of life and love . 

this man letters* having never learned? Jesus the sabbath day receive circumcision^ that 
answered them, and said, My doctrine is not the law of Moses should not be broken; are 
mine, but his that sent me. If any man will ye angry at me, because I have made a man 
do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, every whit whole on the sabbath day? Judge 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of not according to the appearance, but judge 
myself. He that speaketh of himself seeketh righteous judgment. 

his own glory: but he that seeketh his glory Then said some of them of Jerusalem, Is 
that sent him, the same is true, and no un~ not this he, whom they seek to kill? But, lo, 
righteousness is in him. Did not Moses give he speaketh boldly, and they say nothing 
you the law, and yet none of you keepeth the unto him. Do the rulers know indeed that 
law? Why go ye about to kill me? The this is the very Christ? Howbeit we know 
people answered and said. Thou hast a devil: this man whence he is: but when Christ 
who goeth about to kill thee ? Jesus answered cometh, no man knoweth whence he is. 
and said unto them, I have done one work, Then cried Jesus in the temple as he taught, 
and ye all marvel. Moses therefore gave saying. Ye both know me, and ye know 
unto you circumcision; (not because it is of whence I am: and I am not come of myself, 
Moses, but of the fathers;) and ye on the but he that sent me is true, whom ye know 
sabbath day circumcise a man. If a man on not. But I know him: for I am from him. 
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ad he hath sent me. Then they sought to 
ike him: but no man laid hands on Slim, 
ecause his hour was not yet come. And 
lany of the people believed on him, and 
aid. When Christ cometh, will he do more 
liracles than these which this man hath 
one? The Pharisees heard that the people 
uirmured such things concerning him; and 
ie Pharisees and the chief priests sent 
fficers to take him. Then said Jesus unto 
icm, Yet a little while am I with you, and 
len I go unto him that sent me. Ye shall 
;ek me, and shall not find me: and where 
am, thither ye cannot come. Then said the 
sws among themselves. Whither will he go, 
lat we shall not find him? will he go unto 
le dispersed among the Gentiles, and teach 
le Gentiles? What manner of saying is this 
lat he said. Ye shall seek me, and shall not 
nd me: and where I am, thither ye cannot 
)me? 

"Ms is the Christ 

In the last day, that great day of the feast, 
ssus stood and cried, saying, If any man 
first, let him come unto me, and drink. He 
lat believeth on me, as the scripture hath 
dd, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 
ater. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which 
icy that believe on him should receive: for 
ic Holy Ghost was not yet given; because 
iat Jesus was not yet glorified.) Many of 
ie people therefore, when they heard this 
lying, said, Of a truth this is the Pro- 
bet, Others said. This is the Christ. But 
«ne said, Shall Christ come out of Galilee ? 
nth not the scripture said. That Christ 
>meth of the seed of David, and out of the 
>wn of Bethlehem, where David was? So 
tere was a division among the people be- 
tuse of him. And some of them would 
ive token him; but no man laid hands on 
m. 

Then came the officers to the chief priests 
id Pharisees; and they said unto them, 
^hy have ye not brought him? The officers 
iswered. Never man spake like this man. 
hen answered them the Pharisees, Are ye 
so deceived? Have any of the rulers or of 
ie Pharisees believed on him? But this 
sople who knoweth not the law are cursed, 
icodemus saith unto them, (he that came 
Jesus by night, being one of them,) Doth 
it law judge any man, before it hear him, 
id know what he doeth? They answered 
id said unto him. Art thou also of Galilee? 


Search, and look: for out of Galilee ariseth 
no prophet. And every man went unto Ms 
own house. 

The Testimony of Conscience 

Jesus went unto the mount of Olives, And 
early in the morning he came again into the 
temple, and all the people came unto him; 
and he sat down, and taught them. And the 
scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a 
woman taken in adultery; and when they had 
set her in the midst, they say unto Mm, 
Master, this woman was taken in adultery, 
in the very act. Now Moses in the law com- 
manded us, that such should be stoned: but 
what sayest thou? This they said, tempting 
him, that they might have to accuse Mm, 
But Jesus stooped down, and with Ms finger 
wrote on the ground, as though he heard 
them not. So when they continued asking 
him, he lifted up himself, and said unto 
them. He that is without sin among you, let 
him first cast a stone at her. And again he 
stooped down, and wrote on the ground. 
And they wMch heard it, being convicted 
by their own conscience, went out one by 
one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the 
last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman 
standing in the midst. When Jesus had 
lifted up himself, and saw none but the 
woman, he said unto her. Woman, where 
are those thine accusers? hath no man con- 
demned thee? She said, No man, Lord. 
And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I con- 
demn thee: go, and sin no more. 

LIGHT OF LIFE St John 8, 12—9, 41 

If we turn from Christy where shall we look for 
the truth of life , for the knowledge that will 
light up the mysteries of our existence , of the 
unknown future , and the far-off destiny of 
mankind ? Who will scatter the darkness of our 
ignorance about God* and tell us the truth 
concerning Him? 1 am the Truth* says Christ , 
and whosoever walks with me shall know the 
truth He will see the way he should take , the 
dangers he should avoid* and Ms eyes will be 
opened to the true character and value of all 
he meets . His outlook will be so changed that 
he will seem to walk in a new world . 

Then spake Jesus again unto them, say- 
ing, I am the light of the world; he that 
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but 
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shall have the light of life. The Pharisees 
therefore said unto him. Thou bearest record 
of thyself; thy record is not true. Jesus 
answered and said unto them. Though I bear 
record of myself, yet my record is true : for 
I know whence I came, and whither 1 go; 
but ye cannot tell whence I come, and 
whither I go. Ye judge after the flesh; I 
judge no man. And yet if I judge, my 
judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I 
and the Father that sent me. It is also 
written in your law, that the testimony of 
two men is true. I am one that bear witness 
of myself, and the Father that sent me 
beareth witness of me. Then said they unto 
him, Where is thy Father? Jesus answered. 
Ye neither know me, nor my Father: if ye 
had known me, ye should have known my 
Father also. These words spake Jesus in the 
treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no 
man laid hands on him; for his hour was 
not yet come. 

The Self-revelation of Jesus 

Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my 
way, and ye shall seek me, and shall die in 
your sins: whither I go, ye cannot come. 
Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself? 
because he saith, Whither I go, ye cannot 
come. And he said unto them. Ye are from 
beneath; I am from above: ye are of this 
world ; 1 am not of this world. I said there- 
fore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins ; 
for if ye believe not that 1 am he, ye shall 
die in your sins. Then said they unto him, 
Who art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, 
Even the same that I said unto you from the 
beginning. I have many things to say and 
to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; 
and 1 speak to the world those things which 
I have heard of him. They understood not 
that he spake to them of the Father. Then 
said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted 
up the Son of man, then shall ye know that 
I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but 
as my Father hath taught me, I speak these 
things. And he that sent me is with me: the 
Father hath not left me alone; for I do 
always those things that please him. As he 
spake these words, many believed on him. 

Then said Jesus to those Jews which 
believed on him. If ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free. They answered him. We be 


ST. JOHN 8, 54 

Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage 
to any man: how sayest thou. Ye shall be 
made free? Jesus answered them. Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Whosoever commit- 
teth sin is the servant of sin. And the 
servant abideth not in the house for ever: 
but the Son abideth ever. If the Son there- 
fore shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed. I know that ye are Abraham’s seed; 
but ye seek to kill me, because my word 
hath no place in you. I speak that which I 
have seen with my Father : and ye do that 
which ye have seen with your father. They 
answered and said unto him, Abraham is our 
father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were 
Abraham’s children, ye would do the works 
of Abraham. But now ye seek to kill me, a 
man that hath told you the truth, which I 
have heard of God: this did not Abraham. 
Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said 
they to him, We be not born of fornication ; 
we have one Father, even God. Jesus said 
unto them. If God were your Father, ye 
would love me: for I proceeded forth and 
came from God; neither came I of myself, 
but he sent me. Why do ye not understand 
my speech? even because ye cannot hear 
my word. Ye are of your father the devil, 
and the lusts of your father ye will do. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and 
abode not in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he 
speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the 
father of it. And because I tell you the truth, 
ye believe me not. Which of you convinceth 
me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do 
ye not believe me ? He that is of God heareth 
God’s words: ye therefore hear them not, 
because ye are not of God. Then answered 
the Jews, and said unto him, Say we not well 
that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil? 
Jesus answered, I have not a devil ; but I 
honour my Father, and ye do dishonour me. 
And I seek not mine own glory: there is one 
that seeketh and judgeth. Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he 
shall never see death. Then said the Jews 
unto him. Now we know that thou hast a 
devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets ; 
and thou sayest. If a man keep my saying, 
he shall never taste of death. Art thou 
greater than our father Abraham, which is 
dead? and the prophets are dead: whom 
makest thou thyself? Jesus answered. If I 
honour myself, my honour is nothing: it is 
my Father that honoureth me; of whom ye 
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say, that he is your God: yet ye have not 
known him; but 1 know Mm : and if I should 
say, I know Mm not, I shall be a liar like 
unto you: but 1 know him,, and keep Ms 
saying. Your father Abraham rejoiced to see 
my day: and he saw it* and was glad. Then 
said the Jews unto him. Thou art not yet 
fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham ? 
Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, 1 say 
unto you, Before Abraham was, 1 am. Then 
took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus 
Md himself, and went out of the temple, 
going through the midst of them, and so 
passed by. 

Man Barn Blind 

And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man 
wMch was blind from Ms birth. And Ms 
disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did 
sin, this man, or his parents, that he was 
bom blind? Jesus answered. Neither hath 
this man sinned, nor Ms parents: but that 
the works of God should be made manifest 
in him. I must work the works of him that 
sent me, while it is day: the night eometh, 
when no man can work. As long as I am in 
the world, I am the light of the world. When 
he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, 
and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed 
the eyes of the blind man with the clay, and 
said unto him. Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam, (which, is by interpretation. Sent.) 
He went his way therefore, and washed, and 
came seeing. The neighbours therefore, and 
they which before had seen him that he was 
blind, said, Is not this he that sat and begged ? 
Some said. This is he: others said. He is like 
him: but he said, I am he. Therefore said 
they unto Mm, How were thine eyes opened ? 
He answered and said, A man that is called 
Jesus made day, and anointed mine eyes, 
and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, 
and wash: and I went and washed, and I 
received sight. Then said they unto him. 
Where is he? He said, I know not. 

Cast Out by Pharisees 

They brought to the Pharisees him that 
aforetime was blind. And it was the sabbath 
•day when Jesus made the clay, and opened 
his eyes. Then again the Pharisees also 
asked him how he had received his sight. He 
said unto them, He put day upon mine eyes, 
and I washed, and do see. Therefore said 
some of the Pharisees, This man is not of 


God, because he keepeth not the sabbath 
day. Others said, How can a man that is a 
sinner do such miracles? And there was a 
division among them. They say unto the 
blind man again, What sayest thou of him, 
that he hath opened thine eyes ? He said, lie 
is a prophet. But the Jews did not believe 
concerning him, that he had been blind, and 
received Ms sight, until they called the 
parents of him that had received his sight. 
And they asked them, saying, Is this your 
son, who ye say was bom blind? how then 
doth he now see? His parents answered 
them and said. We know that this is our son, 
and that he was born blind: but by what 
means he now seeth, we know not; or who 
hath opened his eyes, we know not ; he is of 
age; ask him: he shall speak for himself. 
These words spake his parents, because they 
feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed 
already, that if any man did confess that he 
was Christ, he should be put out of the 
synagogue. Therefore said his parents. He 
is of age; ask him. Then again called they 
the man that was blind, and said unto him, 
Give God the praise ; we know that this man 
is a sinner. He answered and said, Whether 
he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing 
I know, that, whereas I was blind, now 1 see. 
Then said they to him again, What did he 
to thee? how opened he thine eyes? He 
answered them, I have told you already, and 
ye did not hear: wherefore would ye hear it 
again? wall ye also be his disciples? Then 
they reviled Mm, and said. Thou art Ms 
disciple; but we are Moses" disciples. We 
know that God spake unto Moses: as for tWs 
fellow, we know not from whence he is. The 
man answered and said unto them. Why 
herein is a marvellous thing, that ye know 
not from 'whence he is, and yet he hath 
opened mine eyes. Now we know that God 
heareth not sinners: but if any man be a 
worsMpper of God, and doeth his will. Mm 
he heareth. Since the world began was it 
not heard that any man opened the eyes of 
one that was bom blind. If this man were 
not of God, he could do nothing. They 
answered and said unto him. Thou wast 
altogether bom in sins, and dost thou teach 
us? And they cast him out. 

Sought For by Jesus 

Jesus heard that they had cast Mm out; 
and when he had found him, he said unto 
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him. Dost thou believe on the Son of God ? 
He answered and said. Who is he. Lord, that 
I might believe on him? And Jesus said unto 
him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he 
that talketh with thee. And he said, Lord, 
I believe. And he worshipped him. And 
Jesus said. For judgment I am come into this 
world, that they which see not might see; 
and that they which see might be made 
blind. And some of the Pharisees which 
were with him heard these words, and said 
unto him, Are we blind also? Jesus said unto 
them. If ye were blind, ye should have no 
sin; but now ye say. We see; therefore your 
sin remaineth. 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD St.John 10 , 1-21 
Two thoughts are here; one describing the fold} 
the other the flock . The Fold of God is the 
spiritual , heavenly realm where the souls of 
men can find security , sustenance , and freedom. 
Jesus knows this divine abode , and through 
Him His disciples have access to it . He is the 
door for the sheep, and their shepherd wo — 
the Good Shepherd who , when danger comes , 
would rather die for them than abandon them , 
so intimately does He know and love every one 
of them. 

Verily, verily, J say unto you, He that 
entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, 
but climbeth up some other way, the same 
is a thief and a robber. But he that entereth 
in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 
To him the porter openeth; and the sheep 
hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep 
by name, and leadeth them out. And when 
he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth 
before them, and the sheep follow him: for 
they know his voice. And a stranger will they 
not follow, but will flee from him: for they 
know not die voice of strangers. This parable 


ST. JOHN 10 , 25 

spake Jesus unto them: but they under- 
stood not what things they were which he 
spake unto them. 

Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the 
sheep. All that ever came before me are 
thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not 
hear them. I am the door: by me if any man 
enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in 
and out, and find pasture. The thief cometh 
not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy: I am come that they might have 
life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly. I am the good shepherd: the 
good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 
But he that is an hireling, and not the shep- 
herd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the 
wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and 
fieeth : and the wolf catcheth them, and 
scattered! the sheep. The hireling fieeth, 
because he is an hireling, and careth not for 
the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and 
know my sheep, and am known of mine. As 
the Father knoweth me, even so know I the 
Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
And other sheep I have, which are not of 
this fold: them also I must bring, and they 
shall hear my voice; and there shall be one 
fold, and one shepherd. Therefore doth my 
Father love me, because I lay down my life, 
that I might take it again. No man taketh 
it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I 
have power to lay it down, and I have power 
to take it again. This commandment have 
I received of my Father. 

There was a division therefore again among 
the Jews for these sayings. And many of 
them said. He hath a devil, and is mad; why 
hear ye him? Others said. These are not the 
words of him that hath a devil. Can a devil 
open the eyes of the blind? 


A WINTER FESTIVAL St.John 10, 22— 11, 5 ? 

It is not surprising that the subject of this section should be life and resurrection . For y 
in the winter , when this festival was held, nature , to all appearances , is dead . The 
occasion that gave rise to the festival was the dedication of the Temple that rose again y 
in the days of the Maccabees , from the ruins of its corruption and destruction . Such 
associations provided Jesus with a fitting background for a greater miracle and a higher 
revelation . 

AND it was at Jerusalem the feast of the said unto him, How long dost thou make us 
dedication, and it was winter. And Jesus to doubt? If thou be the Christ, teU us 
walked in the temple in Solomon’s porch, plainly. Jesus answered them, I told you. 
Then came the Jews round about him, and and ye believed not; the works that I do in 
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Father's name, they bear witness of me, 
t ye believe not, because ye are not of my 
ep, as 1 said unto you* My sheep hear 
voice, and 1 know them, and they follow 
: and I give unto them eternal life; and 
y shall never perish, neither shall any man 
ck them out of my hand. My Father, 
ich gave them me, is greater than all; and. 
man is able to pluck them out of my 
tier's hand, I and my Father are one. 
en the Jews took up stones again to stone 
1. Jesus answered them, Many good 
tks have I shewed you from my Father; 
which of those works do ye stone me ? 
e Jews answered him, saying, For a good 
tk we stone.th.ee not; but for blasphemy; 

I because that thou, being a man, makes! 
self God, Jesus answered them. Is it not 
tten in your law, I said, Ye are gods? If 
called them gods, unto whom the word 
God came, and the scripture cannot be 
ken; say ye of him, whom the Father 
h sanctified,, and sent into the world, 
ou blasphemest; because I said, I am the 
a of God? If I do not the works of my 
•her, believe me not. But if I do, though 
believe not me, believe the works: that ye 
y know, and believe, that the Father is in 
, and I in him. Therefore they sought 
tin to take him: but he escaped out of 
dr hand, .and went away again beyond 
‘dan into the place where John at first 
Mixed; and there he abode. And many 
orted unto him, and said, John did no 
cade: but all things that John spake of 
s man were true. And many believed on 
0 there. 

IB LIFE-GIVER St John 11 , 1-57 

drive home his message , the evangelist draws 
icmre that instantly and unmistakably pro - 
ims the life-giving power of Jesus, After 
*mng that Jems is the Water of Life , the 
ead of Life, and the Light of Life* he gathers 
t glory that he has been striving , through 
ise figures of speech , to express into one 
mning revelation that declares Jesus to be 
t Giver of Life itself At the word of Jesus 
lead mm lives . Be has* therefore , power 
sr life and death . But note, the revelation 
zs not allow our thoughts to test in the idea 
a bodily resurrection at the last day . *He 
2t believetk in me , 9 says Jesus, c though he 
re dead , yet shall he live: and whosoever 
eth and believetk in me shall never die f 


Marvel not, then, that a mm*$ My cm be 
brought back to life. There is a life that is on an 
infinitely .grander scale, and of an infinitely 
higher quality than this temporal, physical, 
natural life * Jesus calls it 'the life eternal 9 . 
It is the life Be cam to give , spiritual life , the 
holy life of the ever-living God, 

Now a certain man was sick, named 
Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and 
her sister Martha. (It was that Mary which 
anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped 
his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus 
was sick.) Therefore Ids sisters sent unto 
him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou 
Invest is sick. When Jesus heard that, he 
said. This sickness is not unto death, but 
for the glory of God, that the Son of God 
might be glorified thereby. Now Jesus loved 
Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. When 
he had heard therefore that he was sick, he 
abode two days still in the same place where 
he was. Then after that, saith he to Ms 
disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. His 
disciples say unto him. Master, the Jews of 
late sought to stone thee; and goest thou 
thither again? Jesus answered, Are there 
not twelve hours in the day? If any man 
walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because 
he seeth the light of this world. But if a man 
walk, in the night, he stumbleth, because 
there is no light in him. These things said 
he: and after that he saith unto them, Our 
friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may 
awake Mm out of sleep* Then said Ms dis- 
ciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. 
Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they 
thought that he had spoken of taking of rest 
in sleep. Then said Jesus unto them plainly, 
Lazarus is dead. And I am glad for your 
sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye 
may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him. 
Then said Thomas, wMch is called Didyxnus, 
unto his feilowdisciples, Let us also go, that 
we may die with Mm. 

Then when Jesus came, he found that he 
had lain in the grave four days already* Now 
Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about 
fifteen furlongs off: and many of the Jews 
came to Martha and Mary, to comfort them 
concerning their brother. Then Martha, as 
soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, 
went and met him: but Mary sat still in the 
house. Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, 
if thou hadst been here, my brother had not 
died. But I know, that even now, whatso- 


ever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it 
thee. Jesus saith unto her. Thy brother shall 
rise again. Martha saith unto him, I know 
that he shall rise again in the resurrection at 
the last day, Jesus said unto her, I am the 
resurrection, and the life: he that beiieveth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live : 
and whosoever liveth and beiieveth in me 
shall never die. Believest thou this? She 
saith unto him. Yea, Lord: I believe that 
thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which 
should come into the world. And when she 
had so said, she went her way, and called 
Mary her sister secretly, saying, The Master 
is come, and calleth for thee. As soon as she 
heard that, she arose quickly, and came unto 
Mm. Now Jesus was not yet come into the 
town, but was in that place where Martha 
met Mm, The Jews then which were with 
her in the house, and comforted her, when 
they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily and 
went out, followed her, saying. She goeth 
unto the grave to weep there. Then when 
Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw 
him, she fell down at Ms feet, saying unto 
him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my 
brother had not died. When Jesus therefore 
saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping 
wMch came with her, he groaned in the 
spirit, and was troubled, and said. Where 
have ye laid him? They said unto Mm, 
Lord, come and see. Jesus wept. Then said 
the Jews, Behold how he loved Mml And 
some of them said, Could not this man, 
wMch opened the eyes of the blind, have 
caused that even this man should not have 
died? Jesus therefore again groaning in 
himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, 
and a stone lay upon it. Jesus said. Take ye 
away the stone. Martha, the sister of him 
that was dead, saith unto him. Lord, by this 
time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four 
days. Jesus saith unto her. Said I not unto 
thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou 
shouldest see the glory of God? Then they 
took away the stone from the place where the 
dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up Ms eyes, 
and said. Father, I thank thee that thou hast 
heard me. And I knew that thou hearest me 
always: but because of the people wMch 


ST. JOHN 11, 57 

stand by I said it, that they may believe that 
thou hast sent me. And when he thus had 
spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, 
come forth. And he that was dead came 
forth, bound hand and foot with grave- 
clothes: and Ms face was bound about with 
a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, 
and let Mm go. 

The People Believe in Him 

Then many of the Jews which came to 
Mary, and had seen the things which Jesus 
did, believed on him. But some of them 
went their ways to the Pharisees, and told 
them what things Jesus had done. 

Then gathered the cMef priests and the 
Pharisees a council, and said. What do we? 
for this man doeth many miracles. If we let 
Mm thus alone, all men will believe on him: 
and the Romans shall come and take away 
both our place and nation. And one of them, 
named Caiaphas, being the Hgh priest that 
same year, said unto them. Ye know nothing 
at all, nor consider that it is expedient for 
us, that one man should die for the people, 
and that the whole nation perish not. And 
t±ds spake he not of himself: but being high 
priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus 
should die for that nation; and not for that 
nation only, but that also he should gather 
together in one the children of God that 
were scattered abroad. Then from that day 
forth they took counsel together for to put 
him to death. 

Jesus therefore walked no more openly 
among the Jews; but went thence unto a 
country near to the wilderness, into a city 
called Ephraim, and there continued with 
Ms disciples. And the Jews 5 passover was 
nigh at hand: and many went out of the 
country up to Jerusalem before the passover, 
to purify themselves. Then sought they for 
Jesus, and spake among themselves, as they 
stood in the temple. What think ye, that he 
will not come to the feast? Now both the 
cMef priests and the Pharisees had given a 
commandment, that, if any man knew where 
he were, he should shew it, that they might 
take him. 
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ROM TIME TO ETERNITY 

,ORY THAT LIGHTS UP MAN’S DESTINY 


JOHN CHAPTERS 12, I— 21, 25 

■ another glory of the Christ that we behold in these chapters. But what words can 
•ess it? Mm may write of the revealing Word made flesh, and of Jesus as the Bread, 
Water, and the Light of Life; but of the glory of the Lord who is the only begotten 
'ie Father, and in the bosom of the Father, who dare speak? Surely only those who 
v Him well. Before the heavenly glory that breaks upon us here , and overawes us, 
oould be silmt, and wait worshipfully until the revelation takes possession of our 
1. For, who is Jesus in this gospel but the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords; the 
Lord, as He is the only Son, and the only Saviour; our Lord, as He is the Lord 
ll mm, now and for ever? Behold, then. His glory, transcendent, triumphant, 
ant with righteousness and judgement. And yet like a lover He comes to us 
cares for us. His power reaches unto heaven, but it is to plead for us there. It 
basses eternity, but it stoops to gather the measure of our days into the life eternal, 
wlds the keys of death and hell, but it is to set us free. All this and more. He is 
does. We are overwhelmed. It is too great a glory to behold without a song of 
;e, or a vow of service. But let us not miss the deeper glory that lies hidden in the 
lation; nor think, when we have seen the greatness of His love, that this is the 
ess of His glory. For there shines beneath and behind this love a still brighter and 
iser light. It is His will. There is determination as well as desire in the yearning 
msion of the Lord of Life for the children of men. And this is our eternal hope: 
mils our everlasting good, and His Will shall prevail. 

1 LORD OF LIFE St.John 12 , 1-50 

“^HEN Jesus six days before the Much people of the Jews therefore knew 
passover came to Bethany, where that he was there: and they came not for 
Lazarus was which had been dead, Jesus’ sake only, but that they might see 
>. whom he raised from the dead. Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the 
e they made him a supper; and Martha dead. But the chief priests consulted that 
d: but Lazarus was one of them they might put Lazarus also to death; be- 
at at the table with him. Then took cause that by reason of him many of the 

■ a pound of ointment of spikenard, Jews went away, and believed on Jesus, 

costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, 

viped his feet with her hair: and the n ,, . , ~ . 

s was filled with the odour of the oint- The Voice °f the Feo P k 

. Then saithone of his disciples, Judas On the next day much people that were 
ot, Simon’s son, which should betray come to the feast, when they heard that 

Why was not this ointment sold for Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, tookbranches 
hundred pence, and given to the poor? of palm trees, and went forth to meet him, 
he said, not that he cared for the poor; and cried, Hosanna : Blessed is the King of 
ecause he was a thief, and had the bag, Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord, 

•are what was put therein. Then said And Jesus, when he had found a young ass, 

, Let her alone: against the day of my sat thereon; as it is written, Fear not, 

ng hath she kept this. For the poor daughter of Sion : behold, thy King cometh, 

s ye have with you; but me ye have sitting on an ass’s colt. These things under- 
way®* stood not his disciples at the first: but when 
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Jesus was glorified, then remembered they 
that these things were written of him* and 
that they had done these things unto him. 
The people therefore that was with him 
when lie called Lazarus out of his grave* and 
raised him from the dead* bare record. For 
tills cause the people also met him* for that 
they heard that he had done this miracle. 
The Pharisees therefore said among them- 
selves* Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? 
behold* the world is gone after him, 

A Voice from Heaven 

And there were certain Greeks among 
them that came up to worship at the feast: 
the same came therefore to Philip, which 
was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, 
saving. Sir, we 1 would see Jesus, Philip 
cometfa and telleth Andrew: .and again 
Andrew and Philip tell Jesus. And Jesus 
answered them, saying. The hour is come, 
that the Son of man should be glorified. 
Verily, verily, I say unto you. Except a corn 
of wheat fall into the ground and die* it 
abideth alone : but if it die, it bringeth forth 
much fruit. He that loveth his life shall lose 
it; and he that hateth his life in this world 
shall keep it unto life eternal. If any man 
serve me, let him follow me; and where I am* 
there shall also my servant be: if any man 
serve me, him. win my Father honour. Now 
is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? 
Father, save me from this hour: but for this 
cause came I unto this hour. Father, glorify 
thy name. Then came there a voice from 
heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and 
will glorify it again. The people therefore, 
that stood by* and heard it, said that it 
thundered: others said. An angel spake to 
him. Jesus answered and said, This voice 
came not because of me, but for your sakes. 
Now is the judgment of this world: now 
shall the prince of this world be cast out. 
And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men unto me . 2 This he said* signify- 
ing what death he should die. The people 
answered' him, We have heard out of the 
law that Christ abideth for ever: and how 
sayest thou. The Son of man must be lifted 
up? who is this Son of man? Then Jesus 
said unto them, Yet a little while is the light 
with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest 


ST. JOHN 12 , 50 

darkness come upon you: for he that walketh 
in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. 
While ye have light, believe in the light, that 
ye may be the children of light. 

The Voice of the Prophet 

These things spake Jesus, and departed, 
and did hide himself from them. But 
though he had done so many miracles before 
them, yet they believed not on him': that the 
saying of Esaias the prophet might be ful- 
filled, which he spake. 

Lord, who hath believed our report? 

And to whom hath the arm of the Lord 
been revealed? 

Therefore they could not believe, because 
that Esaias said again. 

He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened 
their heart; 

That they should not see with their eyes, 
nor understand with their heart, 

And be converted. 

And I should heal them. 

These things said Esaias* when he saw his 
glory* and spake of him. Nevertheless among 
the chief rulers also many believed on him; 
but because of the Pharisees they did not 
confess him, lest they should be put out of 
the synagogue: for they loved the praise of 
men more than the praise of God. 

The Voice of Jesus 

Jesus cried and said* He that believeth on 
me, believeth not on me* but on him that 
sent me. And he that seeth me seeth him 
that sent me. I am come a light into the 
world, that whosoever believeth on me 
should not abide in darkness. And if any 
man hear my words, and believe not, I judge 
him not: for I came not to judge the world, 
but to save the world. He that rejecteth me* 
and receiveth not my words, hath one that 
judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, 
the same shall judge him in the last day. 
For I have not spoken of myself; but the 
Father which sent me, he gave me a com- 
mandment, what I should say, and what I 
should speak. And I know that his com- 
mandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I 
speak therefore* even as the Father said unto 
me, so I speak. 


1 We would note the expressions in the gospels of the world-wide interest in Jesus; gentiles from the east 
gathered at His cradle } and gentiles from the west on the way to His Cross, 

2 Only through death could His world-wide mission be accomplished. 
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3HT IN THE CITY 


St.John 13, i—17, 26 

tside in the di/s street there moves a busy throng. Preparations are being made 
the keeping of a festival. Men up from the country^ and thrilled with exdimmt 9 
crowding the thoroughfares. Pew s if any 3 are aware of the presence of the Lord 
life in the city 3 or have any knowledge that the destiny of mankind is taking shape 
ind the shuttered windows of a quiet room in a house near by. We are permitted 
hare the fellowship of this upper roomy and learn the purpose that God has prepared 
the benefit of man and is seeking through His Son to accomplish. We may also karn 3 
' take to hearty the tragic fact that a man is free to choose whet her , in this glorious 
k y he will join the forces of the Christ or those that are against Him. 


ts and Peter 

W before the feast of the passover, when 
ts 'knew that Ms hour was come that he 
ild depart out of this world unto the 
ler, having loved Ms own which were in 
world, he loved them unto the end. And 
per being ended, the devil having now 
into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s 
to betray him; Jesus knowing that the 
ler had given all things into his hands, 
that he was come from God, and went 
3od; he riseth from supper, and laid 
e his garments; and took a towel, and 
ed himself. After that he poureth water 
a bason, and began to wash 1 the disciples’ 

> and to wipe them with the towel where- 
i he was girded. Then cometh he to Simon 
sr: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost 
i wash my feet? Jesus answered and 
unto Mm, What I do thou knowest 
■now; but thou shall know hereafter, 
sr saith unto him. Thou shall never wash 
feet. Jesus answered him. If I wash thee 
thou hast no part with me. Simon Peter 
i unto him. Lord, not my feet only, but 
' my hands and my head* Jesus saith to 
, He that is washed' needeth not save to 
h Ms feet, but is dean every wMt: and 
re dean, but not all. For he knew who 
ild betray Mm ; therefore said he, Ye are 
all clean. 

o after he had washed their feet, and had 
;n Ms garments, and was set down again, 
said unto them. Know ye what I have 
e to you? Ye call me Master and Lord; 
ye say well; for so I am* If I then, your 
d and Master, have washed your feet; 


ye also ought to wash one another’s feet* 
For I have given you an example, that ye 
should do as I have done to you. Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, The servant is not 
greater than Ms lord; neither he that is sent 
greater than he that sent Mm. If ye know 
these things, happy are ye if ye do them. I 
speak not of you ail: I know whom I have 
chosen: but that the scripture may be ful- 
filled, He that eateth bread with me hath 
lifted up his heel against me. Now I tell you 
before it come, that, when it is come to pass, 
ye may believe that I am he* Verily, verily, 
I say unto you. He that receiveth whom- 
soever I send receiveth me; and he that 
receiveth me receiveth him that sent me* 


Jesus and Judas 

When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled 
in spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall 
betray me. Then the disciples looked one 
on another, doubting of whom he spake. 
Now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one 
of Ms disciples, whom Jesus loved* Simon 
Peter therefore beckoned to Mm, that he 
should ask who it should be of whom he 
spake. He then lying on Jesus’ breast saith 
unto Mm, Lord, who is it? Jesus answered. 
He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when 
I have dipped it. And when he had dipped 
the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son 
of Simon, And after the sop Satan entered 
into him. Then said Jesus unto Mm, That 
thou doest, do quickly. Now no man at the 
table knew for what intent he spake tills unto 
him* For some of them thought, because 


John is die only Evangelist who records this incident. He is also the only one who omits any reference 
ie words of Jesus at the Last Supper instituting its observance as a sacrament. But If we remember 
to partake of the bread and wine, of the body and blood of Christ, means also to partake of His Spirit, 
we may see in the foot-washing an acted parable to supplement the teaching at the table, by showing 
ily the character of His Spirit and the nature of its work. 
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TILL DAY AND NIGHT SHALL BE NO MORE 

But while they last the human race moves on, as unaware to-day as it was at the time 
of the Gospel story of the presence in its midst of the Lord of Life and the purpose 
of the Living God to bring mankind to its true and eternal destiny. 


Judas had the bag, that Jesus had said unto 
him. Buy those things that we have need of 
against the feast; or, that he should give 
something to the poor. He then having 
received the sop went immediately out: and 
it was night. 

A New Commandment 

Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus 
said, Now is the Son of man glorified, and 
God is glorified in him. If God be glorified 
in him, God shall also glorify him in him- 
self, and shall straightway glorify him. Little 

children, yet a litde while I am with you. 
Ye shall seek me: and as I said unto the 


Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now 
I say to you. A new commandment I give 
unto you. That ye love one another; as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one another. By 
this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another. 

Peter’s Character 

Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, whither 
goest thou? Jesus answered him. Whither 
I go, thou canst not follow me now; but thou 
shalt follow me afterwards. Peter said unto 
him. Lord, why cannot I follow thee now ? 
I will lay down my life for thy sake. Jesus 
answered him. Wilt thou lay down thy life 
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IJ. JOHN 13 , 38 

bt my Sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
fhfe cock shall not crow* till, thou hast 
lenkd Hue'thxice. 

:HRIST’S PROMISE St.John 14 , 1-3 1 

hsus had mdtry things to say to His friends at 
heir fast meeting; and these chapters , though 
hey read like discourses > are ready a collection 
f His revelations in that sacred hour of fellow- 
hip . Wecanmtdeal with them ail , but perhaps 
ve can see what He' was most eager to impress 
ipon His followers . He knew the paralysing 
bought that was in %heir minds — that they 
dould'socm be left alone . It was a mistake, 
They "would not be left friendless and helpless . 

Let hot ‘your heart be troubled; ye believe 
n God, believe also in me* In my Father’s 
louse are many mansions: if it were not so, 

[ would have told you. ' I go to prepare a 
>lace for you. And if I go and prepare a 
bla'ce for you, I will come again, and receive 
fou unto myself; that where I am, there ye 
nay be also. And whither I go ye know, and 
he way ye know, Thomas saith unto him, 
Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and 
now can we know the way? Jesus saith unto 
aim, I am the way, the; truth, and the life; 
10 man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 
if ye had known me, ye should have known 
my Father also: and from henceforth ye 
enow 1 Mm, and hmt seemMm. Philip saith 
unto him. Lord, shew Vs the; Father, and it 
mfficeth us, J^sus saith unto him, Have I , 
been so long time with you, and yet hast 
thou not known me, Philip? he that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father; and how say- 
est thou then, Shew us the Father? Beiievest 
thou not that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in me? the words that I speak unto 
you I speak not of myself: but the Father 
that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 
Believe me that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in me': or else believe me for the very 
works’ sake. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
He that believeth on me, the works that I do 
shall he do also; and greater works than 
these shall he do; because I go unto my 
Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in my 
name, that will I do, that the Father may 


be glorified In the Son. If ye shall ask any 
thing in my name, I will do it. If ye love 
me, keep my commandments. And I will 
pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide with 
you for ever; even the Spirit of truth; whom 
the world cannot receive, because it seeth 
Mm not, neither knoweth Mm : but ye know 
Mm; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be 
in- you. I will not leave you comfortless; 
I will come to you. Yet a little wMle, and 
the world seeth me no more; but ye see me; 
because I live, ye shall live also. At that day 
ye shall know that I am in my Father, and 
ye in me, .and I in you. He that hath my 
commandments, and keepeth them, he it is 
that loveth me; and he that loveth me shall 
be loved of my Father, and I win love Mm, 
and will manifest myself to him, Judas saith 
unto Mm, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that 
thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not 
unto the world? Jesus answered and. said 
unto him. If a man love me, he will keep 
my words: and my Father will love Mm, and 
we will come unto Mm, and make our abode 
with him,. He that loveth me not keepeth 
not my sayings: and the word wMch ye hear 
is not mine, but the Father’s wMch sent me. 

These things have I spoken unto you, 
being yet present with you. But the Com* 
forter, 1 which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall teach 
you all things, and bring all tMngs to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto 
you. Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you ; not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither 
let it be afraid. Ye have heard how I said 
unto you, I go away, and come again unto 
you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, 
because I said, I go unto the Father: for 
my Father is greater than I. And now I have 
told you before it come to pass, that, when 
it is come to pass, ye might believe. Here- 
after I will not talk much with you: for the 
prince of this world cometh, and hath no- 
tMng in me. But that the world may know 
that I love the Father; and as the Father 
gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise, 
let us go hence. 


* Ther^ is no English word that exactly corresponds to the original, and unless it is realized that ‘Com- 
forter* is used in the old English sense of the word ‘comfort*; that is *to strengthen*, its meaning here may 
foe misunderstood* Other words have been tried, such as ‘Counsellor*, ‘Advocate*, ‘Helper*, &c., but each 
contains only a fragment of the truth* We prefer, therefore, to think of Him by the name that covers all 
aspects of His work — the Holy Spirit; the Divine Spirit that dwelt in Jesus and would dwell in His disciples, 
the Eternal Spirit of Life, Love, and Truth; our Counsellor in difficulties, our Helper in danger, and our 
Comforter in distress* 
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CHRIST'S CHARGE St.John 15 , 1-27 

If the preceding section shows that Christ, 
through the Spirit, will keep in touch with His 
disciples , this section makes it dear that it is no 
less important for the disciples to keep in touch 
with Him. The bond between them is main- 
tained so long as the disciples are fruitful; that is, 
so long as their spiritual life is active, or awake . 
And the best way to keep it alive is by prayer 
and obedience; when these cease , then love, 
faith, fellowship — the life of the Spirit — dies. 


I am the true vine* and my Father is the 
husbandman. Every branch in me that 
beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every 
branch that beareth fruit* he purgeth it, that 
it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are 
clean through the word which I have spoken 
unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As 
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except 
it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except 
ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the 
branches: He that abideth in me, and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit; 
for without me ye can do nothing. If a man 
abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, 
and is withered; and men gather them, and 
cast them into the lire, and they are burned. 
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall 
be done unto you. Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall 
ye be my disciples. As the Father hath 
loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye 
in my love. If ye keep my commandments, 
ye shall abide in my love; even as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments, and abide 
in his love. These things have I spoken unto 
you, that my joy might remain in you, and 
that your joy might be full. This is my com- 
mandment, That ye love one another, as I 
have loved you. Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for 
Ms friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do 
whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I 
call you not servants; for the servant know- 
etfa not what Ms lord doeth; but I have called 
you friends; for all things that I have heard 
of my Father I have made known unto you. 
Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen 
you, and ordained you, that ye should go 
and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask 
of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 
These things I command you, that ye love 
one another. If the world hate you, ye know 


ST, JOHN 16, 5 

that it hated me before it hated you. If ye 
were of the world, the world would love Ms 
own: but because ye are not of the world, 
but I have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you. Remember 
the word that I said unto you, The servant 
is not greater than Ms lord. If they have 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you; 
if they have kept my saying, they will keep 
yours also. But all these tMngs will they do 
unto you for my name’s sake, because they 
know not him that sent me. If I had not 
come and spoken unto them, they had not 
had sin : but now they have no cloke for their 
sin. He that hateth me hateth my Father 
also. If I had not done among them the 
works which none other man did, they had 
not had sin: but now have they both seen 
and hated both me and my Father. But this 
cometh to pass, that the word might be ful- 
filled that is written in their law. They hated 
me without a cause. But when the Com- 
forter is come, whom I will send unto you 
from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, 
wMch proceedeth from the Father, he shall 
testify of me: and ye also shall bear witness, 
because ye have been with me from the 
beginning. 

CHRIST’S WARNING St.John 16 , 1-33 

With the shadows gathering around Him, Jesus 
warns His little circle of followers that they, 
too, will find, when they make their stand for 
what is right, that they have to encounter 
hatred and opposition. But the Cause they 
have taken to heart is God’s. In their work 
and witness for it. He will not leave them with- 
out a divine Helper, who will support them 
and also press home, to the consdences of men, 
their advocacy of the truth. Victory, they can 
be assured, is theirs. So ‘ Be of good cheer? 
He says, I have overcome the world ’ * 

These things have I spoken unto you, that 
ye should not be offended. They shall put 
you out of the synagogues: yea, the time 
cometh, that whosoever killeth you will 
tMnk that he doeth God service. And these 
tMngs will they do unto you, because they 
have not known the Father, nor me. But 
these things have I told you, that when the 
time shall come, ye may remember that I 
told you of them. And these things I said 
not unto you at the beginning, because I 
was with you. But now I go my way to 
him that sent me; and none of you asketh 
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ST. JOHN 16, 5 

me, Whither goest thou ? But because 1 have 
said these things unto you, sorrow hath 
filled your heart. Nevertheless I tell you the 
truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: 
for if I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come unto you; but if I depart, I will send 
him unto you. And when he is come, he 
will reprove the world of sin, and of right- 
eousness, and of judgment: of sin, because 
they believe not on me; of righteousness, 
because I go to my Father, and ye see me 
no more; of judgment, because the prince 
of this world is judged. I have yet many 
things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear 
them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of 
truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth; for he shall not speak of himself; but 
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak : 
and he will shew you things to come. He 
shall glorify me; for he shall receive of mine, 
and shall shew it unto you. All things that 
the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, 
that he shall take of mine, and shall shew 
it unto you, A little while, and ye shall not 
see me ; and again, a little while, and ye shall 
see me, because I go to the Father. Then 
said some of his disciples among themselves, 
What is this that he saith unto us, A little 
while, and ye shall not see me: and again, 
a little while, and ye shall see me: and, 
Because I go to the Father? They said 
therefore. What is this that he saith, A little 
while? we cannot tell what he saith. Now 
Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask 
him, and said unto them. Do ye inquire 
■among yourselves of that I said, A little 
while, and ye shall not see me; and again, 
a little while, and ye shall see me? Verily, 
verily, 1 say unto you, That ye shall weep 
and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and 
ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall 
be turned into joy. A woman when she is 
in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is 
come; but as soon as she is delivered of the 
child, she remembereth no more the anguish, 
for joy that a man is bom into the world. 
And ye now therefore have sorrow; but 1 
will see you again, and your heart shall 
rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from 
you. And in that day ye shall ask me 
nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye 
asked nothing in my name : ask, and ye shall 
receive, that your joy may be full. 

These things have I spoken unto you in 


proverbs; but the time cometh, when I shall 
no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I 
shall shew you plainly of the Father. At that 
day ye shall ask in my name; and I say not 
unto you, that I will pray the Father for you; 
for the Father himself loveth you, because 
ye have loved me, and have believed that I 
came out from God. I came forth from the 
Father, and am come into the world; again, 
I leave the world, and go to the Father. His 
disciples said unto him, Lo, now speakest 
thou plainly, and speakest no proverb. Now 
are we sure that thou kmowest all things, and 
needest not that any man should ask thee; 
by this we believe that thou earnest forth 
from God. Jesus answered them, Do ye 
now believe? Behold, the hour cometh, yea, 
is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every 
man to Ms own, and shall leave me alone: 
and yet I am not alone, because the Father 
is with me. These things I have spoken 
unto you, that in me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be 
of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 

CHRIST’S PRAYER St John 17, 1-26 

He prays for us, for are we not included in the 
petition, *For them also which shall believe on 
me through the words of my disciples*? Into 
the holy place of prayer, no reverent heart 
would trespass while Jesus prays* But when 
upon those hallowed lips we hear a word that 
includes the disciples that are to be, we would, in 
the outer court, wait and hope until. His prayer 
being ended, we could ivith love go with Him, 
wheresoever He goes . 

These words spake Jesus, and lifted up 
his eyes to heaven, and said. Father, the 
hour is come; glorify thy Son, 'that thy Son 
also may glorify thee : as thou hast given him 
power over all flesh, that he should give 
eternal life to as many as thou hast given 
him. And this is life eternal, that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent. I have glorified 
thee on the earth: I have finished the work 
which thou gavest me to do. And now, O 
Father, glorify thou me with thine own self 
with the glory which I had with thee before 
the world was. I have manifested thy name 
unto the men wMch thou gavest me out of 
the world; thine they were, and thou gavest 
them me; and they have kept thy word. Now 
they have known that all things whatsoever 
thou hast given me are of thee. For I have 



ST. JOHN 18, ii 

given unto them the words which thou truth: thy word is truth. As thou hast sent 
gavest me; and they have received them, and me into the world, even so have I also sent 
have known surely that I came out from thee, them into the world. And for their sakes 1 
and they have believed that thou didst send sanctify myself, that they also might be 
me. I pray for them : I pray not for the world, sanctified through the truth. Neither pray 
but for them which thou hast given me; for 1 for these alone, but for them also which 
they are thine. And all mine are thine, and shall believe on me through their word; that 
thine are mine; and I am glorified in them, they all may be one; as thou. Father, art in 
And now I am no more in the world, but me, and I in thee, that they also may be one 
these are in the world, and I come to thee, in us: that the world may believe that thou 
Holy Father, keep through thine own name hast sent me. And the glory which thou 
those whom thou hast given me, that they gavest me I have given them; that they may 
may be one, as we are. While I was with be one, even as we are one : I in them, and 
them in the world, I kept them in thy name : thou in me, that they may be made perfect 
those that thou gavest me I have kept, and in one; and that the world may know that 
none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as 
that the scripture might be fulfilled. And thou hast loved me. Father, I will that they 
now come I to thee; and these things I speak also, whom thou hast given me, be with me 
in the world, that they might have my joy where I am; that they may behold my glory, 
fulfilled in themselves. I have given them which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst 
thy word; and the world hath hated them, me before the foundation of the world. O 
because they are not of the world, even as righteous Father, the world hath not known 
I am not of the world. I pray not that thou thee : but I have known thee, and these have 
shouldest take them out of the world, but known that thou hast sent me. And I have 
that thou shouldest keep them from the evil, declared unto them thy name, and will 
They are not of the world, even as I am not declare it; that the love wherewith thou hast 
of the world. Sanctify them through thy loved me may be in them, and I in them. 

OUTSIDE THE CITY St.John 18, i-ix 

Our first impression on reading this section is one of bitter tragedy: but if we read on 
to the end of the story , and re-read this narrative in the light of the glory of the risen 
Lord, we see that glory beginning to manifest itself here. Jesus, with His handful of 
followers, has left the comfort and safety of the friendly house, and, with set determina- 
tion, now goes forth to meet the attack that He knows is to be made against Him. He 
has accepted the challenge. But behold with what dignity and nobility of bearing He 
faces it, and, in contrast with the swords and lanterns of the cohort of soldiers, how 
sublimely the power and glory of His spiritual majesty shine forth . 

WHEN Jesus had spoken these words, he him, stood with them. As soon then as he 
went forth with his disciples over the brook had said unto them, I am he, they went 
Cedron, where was a garden, into the which backward, and fell to the ground. Then 
he entered, and his disciples. And Judas asked he them again, Whom seek ye? And 
also, which betrayed him, knew the place: they said, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus answered, 
for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his I have told you that I am he: if therefore ye 
disciples, Judas then, having received a seek me, let these go their way: that the say- 
band of men and officers from the chief ing might be fulfilled, which he spake. Of 
priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with them which thou gavest me have I lost none, 
lanterns and torches and weapons. Jesus Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, 
therefore, knowing all things that should and smote the high priest’s servant, and cut. 
come upon him, went forth, and said unto off his right ear. The servant’s name was 
them. Whom seek ye? They answered him, Malchus. Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put 
Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which 
I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it? 
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£ DAY OF THE CRUCIFIXION 


St.John 18, 12—19, 42 

glory that glorified Jesus at the time of His arrest is not overcome* nor lessened* by 
night that is thrown against it* or the mockery that is made of it* in the dreadful 
•s of His trial and crucifixion. Forces are combined* and falsehood is engaged* to 
some fault that will lessen the moral grandeur and the unimpeachable trustworthi- 
of the Man whom men had learned to love and were inclined to f diem. When justice 
d to discredit His leadership* injustice made an attempt to destroy it. Although 
is put to death with cruelty and shame* and His few followers are scattered* His 
n to be the Lord and Master of mads soul has not been disproved by His accusers* 
at any moment of trial or torture been withdrawn by Him, This is the glory that 
es from His Cross. 


ire Daybreak* 1-5 am. 

BN the band and the captain and officers 
se Jews took Jesus, and bound him, and 
him away to Annas first; for he was 
er in law to Caiaphas, which was the high 
3t that same year* Now Caiaphas was he, 
:h gave counsel to the Jews, that it was 
sdient that one man should die for the 
>le. 

nd Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so 
mother disciple: that disciple was known 
> the high priest, and went in with Jesus 
the palace of the high priest. But Peter 
d at the door without. Then went out 
other disciple, which was known unto 
high priest, and spake unto her that kept 
loot, and brought in Peter. Then sai th the 
ml that kept the door unto Peter, Art 
thou also one of this man’s disciples? 
saith, I am not* And the servants and 
:ers stood there, who had made a fire of 
s; for it was cold: and they warmed 
nselves : and Peter stood with them, and 
med himself. 

"he high priest then asked Jesus of his 
iples, and of his doctrine. Jesus answered 
1 , I spake openly to the world; I ever 
jht in the synagogue, and in the temple, 
ther the Jews always resort; and in secret 
e I said nothing* Why askest thou me? 
them which heard me, what I have said 

0 them : behold, they know what 1 said. 

1 when he had thus spoken, one of the 
cars which stood by struck Jesus with the 
m of his hand, saying, Answerest thou the 
h priest so? Jesus answered him, If I 
e spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: 
: if well, why smitest thou me? Now 
nas had sent him bound unto Caiaphas 

high priest. 


And Simon Peter stood and warmed him- 
self. They said therefore unto him, Art not 
thou also one of his disciples? He denied it, 
and said, I am not. One of the servants of 
the high priest, being his kinsman whose ear 
Peter cut off* sai th, Did not I see thee in the 
garden with him? Peter then denied again: 
and immediately the cock crew. 

Dawn* 5-6 am. 

Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto 
the hall of judgment: and it was early; and 
they themselves went not into the judgment 
hall, lest they should be defiled; but that 
they might eat the passover* Pilate then 
went out unto them, and said. What accu- 
sation bring ye against this man? They 
answered and said unto him, If he were not 
a malefactor, we would not have delivered 
him up unto thee. Then said Pilate unto 
them. Take ye him, and judge him according 
to your law. The Jews therefore said unto 
him, It is not lawful for us to put any man 
to death: that the saying of Jesus might be 
fulfilled, which he spake, signifying what 
death he should die. 

Then Pilate entered Into the judgment 
hall again, and called Jesus, and said unto 
him, Art thou the King of the Jews? Jesus 
answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thy- 
self, or did others tell it thee of me? Pilate 
answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation 
and the chief priests have delivered thee 
unto me: what hast thou done? Jesus 
answered, My kingdom is not of this world: 
if my kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants fight, that I should not 
be delivered to the Jews: but now is my 
kingdom not from hence. Pilate therefore 
said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus 
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MY KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS WORLD 


And I say unto you My friends. Be not afraid of them which kill the body, but are not 
able to kill the soul. For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world and 
lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 





answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To 
this end was I born, and for this cause came 
I into the world, that I should bear witness 
unto the truth. Every one that is of the 
truth heareth my voice. Pilate saith unto 
him, What is truth? 

And when he had said this, he went out 
again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, 
I find in him no fault at all. But ye have a 


custom, that I should release unto you one 
at the passover: will ye therefore that I 
release unto you the King of the Jews ? Then 
cried they all again, saying. Not this man, 
but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber. 

Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and 
scourged him. And the soldiers platted a 
crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and 
they put on him a purple robe, and said. 
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I, King of the Jews ! and they smote him 
i their hands. Pilate therefore went forth 
In, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring 
i forth to you, that ye may know that 1 
1 no fault in him* Then came Jesus forth, 
ring the crown of thorns, and the purple 
e. And Pilate saith unto them. Behold 
man! When the chief priests therefore 
, officers saw him, they cried out, saying, 
scify him, crucify him* Pilate saith unto 
at, Take ye him, and crucify him: for 
nd no fault in him. The Jews answered 
i, We have a law, and by our law he 
;ht to die, because he made himself the 
i of God. When Pilate therefore heard 
t saying, he was the more afraid; and 
it again into the judgment hall, and saith 
d Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus 
e him no answer. Then saith Pilate unto 
l, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest 
u not that I have power to crucify thee, 

1 ' have power to release thee ? Jesus 
wered, Thou couldest have no power at 
against me, except it were given thee from 
we: therefore he that delivered me unto 
e hath the greater sin. And from thence- 
th Pilate sought to release Mm: but die 
rs cried out, saying, If thou let this man 
thou art not Caesar’s friend : whosoever 
keth himself a king speaketh against 
isar* When Pilate therefore heard that 
fag, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down 
mt judgment seat in a place that is called 
\ Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. 
id it was the preparation of the passover, 
S; about the sixth hour: and he saith unto 
i lews, Behold your King! But they cried 
^ Away with him, away with him, crucify 
id. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify 
tir King? The chief priests answered. We 
ye, no king but Caesar. Then delivered he 
n therefore unto them to be crucified, 
id they took Jesus, and led him away. 

he Crucifixion^ g am. 

And he bearing his cross went forth into 
place called the place of a skull, which is 
Ued in the Hebrew Golgotha: where they 
ftcified him, and two other with him, on 
pier side one, and Jesus in the midst. And 
Ifte wrote a title, and put it on the cross, 
pd the writing was, JESUS OF NAZAR- 
JHH THE KING OF THE JEWS. This 
le then read many of the Jews: for the 
ape where Jesus was crucified was nigh to 


the city: and it was written in Hebrew, and 
Greek, and Latin. Then said the chief 
priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write nor, The 
King of the jews; but that he said, I am 
King of the Jews. Pilate answered, What 1 
have written I have written. 

Then the soldiers, when they had crucified 
Jesus, took his garments, and made four 
parts, to every soldier a part; and also his 
coat; now the coat was without seam, woven 
from the top throughout. They said there- 
fore among themselves, Let us not rend it, 
but cast lots for it, whose it shall be; that the 
scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, 

They parted my raiment among them. 

And for my vesture they did cast lots. 
These things therefore the soldiers did. 
Now there stood by the cross of Jesus Ms 
mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the 
wife of Clcophas, and Mary Magdalene. 
When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and 
the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he 
saith unto his mother. Woman, behold thy 
son! Then saith he to the disciple, Behold 
thy mother! And from that hour that dis- 
ciple took her unto his own home. 

Deaths 3 pm . 

After this, Jesus knowing that all things 
were now accomplished, that the scripture 
might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. Now there 
was set a vessel full of vinegar; and they 
filled a sponge with vinegar, and put it upon 
hyssop, and put It to his mouth. When Jesus 
therefore had received the vinegar, he said, 
It is finished: and he bowed Ms head, and 
gave up the ghost. 

The Jews therefore, because it was the 
preparation, that the bodies should not re- 
main upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for 
that sabbath day was an Mgh day,) besought 
Pilate that their legs might be broken, and 
that they might be taken away. Then came 
the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, 
and of the other which was crucified with 
him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw 
that he was dead already, they brake not Ms 
legs: but one of the soldiers with a spear 
pierced Ms side, and forthwith came there 
out blood and water. And he that saw it bare 
record, and his record is true; and he know- 
eth that he saith true, that ye might believe. 
For these things were done, that the scrip- 
ture should be fulfilled, A bone of Mm shall 
not be broken. And again another scripture 
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saith* They shall look on him whom they 
pierced* 

Burial * 5-6 p.m. 

And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being 
a disciple of Jesus* but secretly for fear of 
the Jews* besought Pilate that he might take 
away the body of Jesus : and Pilate gave him 
leave. He came therefore* and took the body 
of Jesus. And there came also Nicodemus* 


which at the first came to Jesus by night* 
and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes* 
about an hundred pound weight* Then took 
they the body of Jesus* and wound it in linen 
clothes with the spices, as the manner of the 
Jews is to bury. Now in the place where he 
was crucified there was a garden; and in the 
garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never 
man yet laid. There laid they Jesus therefore 
because of the Jews 5 preparation day; for the 
sepulchre was nigh at hand. 


EASTER SUNDAY St.John 20, r— 21, 25 

The glory that was veiled in Jesus is seen in its eternal and heavenly splendour in the 
Risen Lord. We may not be able to comprehend it fully > but this much is plain: the life 
He revealed is an abiding reality^ and His leadership cannot be denied or destroyed. 


THE first day of the week cometh Mary 
Magdalene early* when it was yet dark* unto 
the sepulchre* and seeth the stone taken 
away from the sepulchre. Then she run- 
neth* and cometh to Simon Peter* and to the 
other disciple* whom Jesus loved* and saith 
unto them* They have taken away the Lord 
out of the sepulchre* and we know not where 
they have laid him. Peter therefore went 
forth, and that other disciple* and came to 
the sepulchre. So they ran both together: 
and the other disciple did outrun Peter* and 
came first to the sepulchre. And he stooping 
down* and looking in* saw the linen clothes 
lying; yet went he not in. Then cometh 
Simon Peter following him* and went into 
the sepulchre* and seeth the linen clothes lie* 
and the napkin* that was about his head* not 
lying with the linen clothes* but wrapped 
together in a place by itself. Then went in 
also that other disciple* which came first to 
the sepulchre* and he saw* and believed. 
For as yet they knew not the scripture* that 
he must rise again from the dead. Then the 
disciples went away again unto their own 
home. 

But Mary stood without at the sepulchre 
weeping : and as she wept* she stooped down* 
and looked into the sepulchre* and seeth two 
angels in white sitting* the one at the head* 
and the other at the feet, where the body of 
Jesus had lain. And they say unto her* 
Woman* why weepest thou? She saith unto 
them. Because' they have taken away my 
Lord* and I know not where they have laid 
him. And when she had thus said* she 
turned herself back* and saw Jesus standing, 


and knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus saith 
unto her, Woman* why weepest thou? whom 
seekest thou? She* supposing him to be the 
gardener* saith unto him* Sir* if thou have 
borne him hence* tell me where thou hast 
laid him* and I will take him away. Jesus 
saith unto her* Mary. She turned herself, 
and saith unto him* Rabboni; which is to 
say* Master. Jesus saith unto her. Touch 
me not; for I am not yet ascended to my 
Father: but go to my brethren* and say unto 
them* I ascend unto my Father* and your 
Father; and to my God* and your God. 
Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples 
that she had seen the Lord* and that he had 
spoken these things unto her. 

The Risen Lord 

Then the same day at evening* being the 
first day of the week* when the doors were 
shut where the disciples were assembled for 
fear of the Jews* came Jesus and stood in the 
midst* and saith unto them* Peace be unto 
you. And when he had so said* he shewed 
■unto them his hands and his side. Then 
were the disciples glad* when they saw the 
Lord. Then said Jesus to them again* Peace 
be unto you: as my Father hath sent me* 
even so send I you. And when he had said 
this* he breathed on them* and saith unto 
them* Receive ye the Holy Ghost: whose 
soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them; and whose soever sins ye retain* they 
are retained. 

But Thomas* one of the twelve* called 
Didymus* was not with them when Jesus 
came. The other disciples therefore said 
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tto Mm* We have seen the Lord* But he 
id, unto them*. Except 1 shall see in his 
nds the print of the nails, and put my 
iger into the print of the nails, and thrust 
y hand into Ms side, 1 will not believe. 
And after eight days again his disciples 
are within* and Thomas with them; then 
me Jesus, the doors being shut* and stood 
the midst* and said, Peace be unto you, 
hen saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy 
iger* and behold my hands; and reach 
ther thy hand* and thrust if into my side; 
id be not faithless* but believing. And 
homas answered and said unto him* My 
ord and my God. Jesus saith unto Mm* 
homas* because thou hast seen me, thou 
1 st believed; blessed are they that have not 
en, and yet have believed. 

And many other signs truly did Jesus in 
te presence of Ms disciples, which are not 
ritten in this book; but these are written., 
tat ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
it Son of God ; and that believing ye might 
mt life through Ms name. 

After these things Jesus shewed himself 
fan to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; 
id on this wise shewed he himself. There 
-ere together Simon Peter, and Thomas 
died Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in 
ralilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two 
ther of Ms disciples. Simon Peter saith 
nto them, I go a fishing. They say unto 
fa, We also go with thee. They went 
3rth, and entered into a ship immediately; 
ad that night 'they caught nettling. But 
/hen the morning was now come, Jesus 
rood on the shore; but the disciples knew 
tot that it was Jesus. Then Jesus saith unto 
hem* Children, have ye any meat? They 
nswered him* No. And he said unto them, 
2ast the net on the right side of the sMp, and 
r e shall find. They cast therefore, and now 
hey were not able to draw it for the multit- 
ude 'of fishes. Therefore that disciple whom 
esus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. 
*4ow when Simon Peter heard that it was 
:he Lord, he girt his fisher’s coat unto him, 
for he was naked,) and did cast himself into 
ihe sea. And the other disciples came in a 
ittle ship; (for they were not far from land, 
out as it were two hundred cubits,) dragging 
die' net with fishes. As soon then as they 
were come to land, they saw a 'lire of coals 
there, and fish laid thereon, and "bread. 
Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish 
which ye have now caught. Simon Peter 


went up, and drew the net to land Ml of 
great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three; 
and for all there were so many, yet was not 
the net broken. Jesus saith unto them, 
Come and dine. And none of the disciples 
durst ask him. Who art thou? knowing that 
it was the Lord. Jesus then cometh, and 
tafceth bread, and giveth them, and fish like- 
wise. This is now the third time that Jesus 
shewed himself to Ms disciples, after that he 
was risen from the dead. 

So when they had dined, Jesus saith to 
Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
thou me more than these? He saith unto 
Mm, Yea, Lord; thou .knowest that 1 love 
thee. He saith unto Mm, Feed my lambs. 
He saith to him again the second time, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He 
saith unto him. Yea, Lord ; thou knowest that 
1 love thee. He saith unto Mm, Feed my 
sheep. He saith unto him the tMrd time, 

' Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter 
was grieved because he said unto Mm the 
third time, Lovest thou me? And he said 
unto Mm, Lord, thou knowest all things; 
thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith 
unto him, Feed my sheep. Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou 
girdedst thyself, and waikedst whither thou 
wouldest: but when thou shall be old, 
thou shall stretch forth thy hands, and an- 
other shall gird thee, and carry thee whither 
thou wouldest not. This spake he, signifying 
by what death he should glorify God. . And 
when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, 
Follow me. Then Peter, turning about, 
seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved follow- 
ing; which also leaned on his breast at 
supper, and said. Lord, which is he that 
betrayeth thee? Peter seeing him saith to 
Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do? 
Jesus saith unto Mm, If I will that he tarry 
till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou 
me. Then went this saying abroad among 
the brethren, that that disciple should not 
die: yet Jesus said not unto him. He shall 
not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I 
come, what is that to thee? 

This is the disciple wMch testifieth of 
these tMngs, and wrote these things: and 
we know that Ms testimony is true. 

And there are also many other things 
wMch Jesus did, the wMch, if they should 
be written every one, I suppose that even the 
world itself could not contain the books that 
should be written. Amen. 
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A NEW SERVICE FOR THE SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL 

Means of travel were limited in the first century, but it is not unlikely that Paul and 
Ms companions used every available form of transit for their long and hazardous 
journeys over the continents of Asia and Europe. Had they belonged to our age they 
would not have hesitated to bring air liners into service for spreading the Gospel. 


K 2. CHRISTIANS 


MISSION IN THE PRESENT AGE 


THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 







THE ACTS OF j 

THE apost: es 

THE CREATION OF A NEW HUMANITY 

' ' ''' "] 

This book is history, valuable history, but it is also a revelation of considerable importance 
for times like the present . We are at the beginning of anew era , at the birth of a new 5 

world-order. Anxious people everywhere are looking to the future, over the prostrate 
form of evil forces that have been struggling to dominate the days that are to come ; 
they wonder what creative force will take the lead and shape the destiny of mankind. 

What an opportunity for Christians; for all who, through Christ, know the purpose of 
God for mankind, and have in His Spirit the power to achieve it! Can we think other- 
wise with this book before us? For what it says, or, more precisely, shouts, is not 
that here are the history and doctrine of Christianity , but here is news of the dynamic 
power of the Spirit of Christ to save the world; to create , out of a multitude of nations, 
not one of which is free from sin and shame, a new and united humanity, that will make t 
earth more like heaven, and bring every man to the realization of his true destiny. At 
this critical moment of history, it is surely not possible to read, simply as an interesting 
story, what the apostles did in the first century without our giving a thought to the chances 
that are ours in the twentieth century of matching or surpassing their service for Christ. \ 
Their courageous and creative action changed the course of history , The same Spirit in ! 
the hearts and lives of present-day Christians could put mankind in the way of its next j 
development, and make the outlook for to-morrow as glorious as the promise of heaven. j 

THE PROMISE The Acts of the Apostles 1, i-ii i 

T HE former treatise have I made, O this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 
Theophilus, of all that Jesus began And he said unto them. It is not for you to 
both to do and teach, until the day know the times or 'the seasons, which the 
in which he was taken up, after that Father hath put in Ms own power. But ye 
he through the Holy Ghost had given com** shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
mandments unto the apostles whom he had is come upon you; and ye shall be witnesses 
chosen; to whom also he shewed himself alive unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, 
after his passion by many infallible proofs, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part 
being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the earth. And when he had spoken these 
of the things pertaining to the kingdom of things, while they beheld, he was taken up; 

God: and, being assembled together with and a cloud received him out of their sight, 
them, commanded them that they should not And while they looked stedfastly toward hea- 
depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the pro- ven as he went up, behold, two men stood 
mdse of the Father, which, saith he, ye have by them in white apparel; which also said, 
heard of me. For John truly baptized with Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up 
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken 
Ghost not many days hence. up from you into heaven, shall so come in 

When they therefore were come together, like manner as ye have seen him go into 
they asked of him, saying. Lord, wilt thou at heaven. 
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Jerusalem as it appears to-day from Olivet 


THE CREATIVE SPIRIT 


A PERSONAL LINK WITH THE LORD OF LIFE 


THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 


CHAPTERS 1 , 12—5, 42 


Christians are called to be creators , the makers of a new order of civilization, the 
builders of the faith and hope , the wisdom and love of the human race . And for this 
task , laid upon them by their Lord and Leader , they have , by Him , been specially 
endowed and equipped . He has imparted to them what at first may seem to be incredible 9 
the Holy and Divine Spirit that dwelt in Him ; the Spirit that was for ever, like a 
heavenly Springtide , making all things new . It was, we remember, this Spirit that 
brooded over Creation, when beauty, order, and life came forth from the chaos that was 
without form, and void . Now it was to dwell in man, through Christ, as the source of 
power and of life divine. 


THE DAYS OF WAITING 

T HEN returned they unto Jemsalem 
from the mount called Olivet, which 
is from Jemsalem a sabbath day’s 
journey. And when they were come 
in, they went up into an upper room, where 
abode both Peter, and James, and John, and 
Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, 
and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and 
Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of 
James. These all continued with one accord 
in prayer and supplication, with the women, 
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 
brethren. 

And in those days Peter stood up in the 


The Acts of the Apostles 1 , 12-26 

midst of the disciples, and said, (the number 
of names together were about an hundred 
and twenty,) Men and brethren, this scrip- 
ture must needs have been fulfilled, which 
the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake 
before concerning Judas, which was guide to 
them that took Jesus. For he was numbered 
with us, and had obtained part of this minis- 
try. Now this man purchased a field with the 
reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he 
burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels 
gushed out. And it was known unto all the 
dwellers at Jemsalem; insomuch as that field 
is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama. 
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:hat is to say. The field of blood. For it is 
written in the book of Psalms, 

Let Iiis habitation be desolate, 

And let no man dwell therein; 
uid 

His bishoprick let another take, 
therefore of these men which have com- 
earned with us all the time that the Lord 
Fesus went in and out among us, beginning 
Tom the baptism of John, unto that same 
lay that he was taken up from us, must one 
>e ordained to be a witness with us of his re- 


surrection* And they appointed two, Joseph 
called Barsabas, who was sumamed Justus, 
and Matthias. And they prayed, and said, 
Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all 
men, shew whether of these two thou hast 
chosen, that he may take part of this min- 
istry and apostkship, from which Judas 
by transgression fell, that he might go 
to his own place. And they gave forth 
their lots;' and the lot fell upon Matthias; 
and he was numbered with the eleven 
apostles. 


FEE COMING OF THE SPIRIT The Acts of the Apostles 2 , 1-47 

The descent of the Spirit upon the disciples, and its Presence among them , were accom- 
! lamed by unmistakable signs of energy and power , but they were of such a character that 
" he disciples were at a loss to know how to describe them * All they could say was: there 
ms a sound as of a rushing mighty wind , or, there appeared tongues as of fire . Later 
"hey were to find , through their experience, still more remarkable things about this 
Spirit ; that it was personal — they could commune with it, as with their Lord— and 
"hat it was His Spirit, the Spirit of Christ, that was with them. 


\ND when the day of Pentecost was fully 
;ome, they were all with one accord in one 
fiace. And suddenly there came a sound 
■rom heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, 
ind it filled all the house where they were 
sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven 
ongucs like as of fire, and it sat upon each 
them,. And they were all filled with the 
ioly Ghost, and began to speak with other 
©agues/ as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

And there were dwelling at Jerusalem 
’ews, devout men, out of every nation under 
leaven. Now when this was noised abroad, 
he multitude came together, and were con- 
bunded, because that every man heard them 
peak in his own language. And they were 
ill amazed and marvelled, saying one to an- 
other, Behold, are not all these which speak 
3 alilaeans? And how hear we every man in 
>ur own tongue, wherein we were, bom? 
^arthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the 
iweilers in Mesopotamia, and in Judiea, and 
Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, 
md Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of 
Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, 
ews and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, 
ve do hear them speak in our tongues the 
yonderful works of God. And they were all 


amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to 
another, What meaneth this? Others mock- 
ing said, These men are full of new wine. 

Peter's Speech 

But Peter, standing up with the eleven, 
lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye 
men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jeru- 
salem, be this known unto you, and hearken 
to my words; for these are not drunken, as 
ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of 
the day. But this is that which was spoken 
by the prophet Joel; 

And it shall come to pass in the last days, 
saith God, 

I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: 

And your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy. 

And your young men shall see visions, 

.And your old men shall dream dreams; 

And on my servants and on my hand- 
maidens 

I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy: 

And I will shew wonders in heaven above. 

And signs in the earth beneath; 

Blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: 

The sun shall be turned into darkness. 


1 At the time when Acts was written, about fifty years after Pentecost, it was the belief of the Early Church 
bat, the ‘other tongues* were foreign languages. Modern research recognizes the phenomenon of ecstatic 
iterance, and shows how easily the misunderstanding could arise. The ‘other tongue* was the tongue with 
^hich the Spirit spoke; that Is, it was a case of spiritual possession as distinct from normal speech. At the first 
reaching of the Gospel there was evidently some indication of its world-wide appeal. 


And the moon into blood. 

Before that great and notable 

Day of the Lord come; 

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever 
shall call on the name of the Lord shall 
be saved. 

Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus 
of Nazareth, a man approved of God among 
you by miracles and wonders and signs, 
which God did by him in the midst of you, 
as ye yourselves also know; him, being de- 
livered by the determinate counsel and fore- 
knowledge of God, ye have taken, and by 
wicked hands have crucified and slain: whom 
God hath raised up, having loosed the pains 
of death: because it was not possible that he 
should be holden of it. For David speaketh 
concerning him, 

I foresaw the Lord always before my face. 

For he is on my right hand, that I should 
not be moved: 

Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my 
tongue was glad; 

Moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: 

Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, 

Neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One 
to see corruption. 

Thou hast made known to me the ways 
of life; 

Thou shalt make me full of joy with thy 
countenance. 

Men and brethren, let me freely speak 
unto you of the patriarch David, that he is 
both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is 
with us unto this day. Therefore being a 
prophet, and knowing that God had sworn 
with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his 
loins, according to the flesh, he would raise 
up Christ to sit on his throne ; he seeing this 
before spake of the resurrection of Christ, 
that Ms soul was not left in hell, neither his 
flesh did see corruption. TMs Jesus hath 
God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. 
Therefore being by the right hand of God 
' exalted, and having received of the Father 
the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed 
forth tMs, which ye now see and hear. For 
David is not ascended into the heavens; but 
he saith himself, 

The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on 
my right hand, 

Until I make thy foes thy footstool. 
Therefore let ail the house of Israel know 
assuredly, that God hath made that same 
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord 
.and Christ. 


THE ACTS 3* 9 

The Effect of the Speech 

Now when they heard this, ' they were 
pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter 
and to the rest of the apostles, Men and 
brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said 
unto them, Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is 
unto you, and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord 
our God shall call. And with many other 
words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save 
yourselves from this untoward generation. 
Then they that gladly received his word were 
baptized: and the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls. And 
they continued stedfastly in the apostles* doc- 
trine and fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers. 

And fear came upon every soul: and many 
wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 
And all that believed were together, and had 
all things common; and sold their possessions 
and goods, and parted them to all men, as 
every man had need. And they, continuing 
daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, did eat 
their meat with gladness and singleness of 
heart, praising God, and having favour with 
all the people. And the Lord added to the 
church daily such as should be saved. 

A Lame Beggar Healed 

Now Peter and John went up together 
into the temple at the hour of prayer, being 
the ninth hour. And a certain man lame from 
his mother's womb was carried, whom they 
laid daily at the gate of the temple wMch is 
called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that 
entered into the temple; who seeing Peter 
and John about to go into the temple asked 
an alms. And Peter, fastening his eyes upon 
him with John, said, Look on us. And he 
gave heed unto them, expecting to receive 
something of them. Then Peter said, Silver 
and gold have I none; but such as I have 
give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth rise up and walk. And he took Mm 
by the right hand, and lifted him up: and 
immediately his feet and ankle bones re- 
ceived strength. And he leaping up stood, 
and walked, and entered with them into the 
temple, walking, and leaping, and praising 
God. And all the people saw him walkir • 
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nd praising God ; and they knew that it was 
ie which sat for alms at the Beautiful gate 
tf the temple : and they were filled with won- 
ler and amazement at that which had hap- 
icned unto Mm* 

°eteris Answer 

And as the lame man which was healed 
leld Peter and John, all the people ran to- 
gether unto them in the porch that is called 
Solomon’s, greatly wondering. And when 
?eter saw it, he answered unto the people, 
(t men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or 
?hy look ye so earnestly on us, as though by 
«ir own power or holiness we had made this 
nan to walk? The God of Abraham, and of 
Isaac, .and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, 
lath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye de- 
livered up, and denied him in the presence 
>f Pilate, when he was determined to let him 
jo* But ye denied the Holy One and the 
ust, and desired a murderer to be granted 
into you; and killed the Prince of life, whom 
jrod hath raised from the dead; whereof we 
ire witnesses. And his name through faith 
n his name hath made this man strong, 
vhom ye see and know: yea, the faith which 
s by him hath given him this perfect sound- 
less in the presence of you all. And now, 
brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye 
lid it, as did also your rulers. But those 
Mngs, which God before had shewed by the 
nouth of all Ms prophets, that Christ should 
differ, he hath so fMfiled. Repent ye there- 
bre, and be converted, that your sins may be 
slotted out, when the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of the Lord; 
mi he shall send Jesus Christ, which before 
ms preached unto you: whom the heaven 
nust receive until the times of restitution of 
ill tMngs, wMch God hath spoken by the 
nouth of all Ms holy prophets since the 
vorld began. For Moses truly said unto the 
fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God 
raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto 
me; him shall ye hear in all things whatso- 
ever he shall say unto you. And it shaH come 
to pass, that every soul, which wiE not hear 
that prophet, shall be destroyed from among 
the people. Yea, and aH the prophets from 
Samuel and those that follow after, as many 
as have spoken, have likewise foretold of 
these days. Ye are the cMldren of the pro- 
phets, and of the covenant wMch God made 
with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And 


in thy seed shall aH the kindreds of the earth 
be blessed. Unto you first God, having 
raised up Ms Son Jesus, sent him to bless 
you, in turning away every one of you from 

his iniquities. 

The Apostles Imprisoned 

And as they spake unto the people, the 
priests, and the captain of the temple, and 
the Sadducees, came upon them, being 
grieved that they taught the people, and 
preached through Jesus the resurrection from 
the dead. And they laid hands on them, and 
put them in hold unto the next day: for it 
was now eventide. Howbeit many of them 
which heard the word believed ; and the num- 
ber of the men was about live thousand. 

Peter's Defence 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that 
their rulers, and elders, and scribes, and 
Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and 
John, and Alexander, and as many as were 
of the kindred of the high priest, were 
gathered together at Jerusalem. And when 
they had set them in the midst, they asked. 
By what power, or by what name, have ye 
done this? Then Peter, filled with the Holy 
Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the 
people, and elders of Israel, if we this day 
be examined of the good deed done to the 
impotent man, by what means he is made 
whole; be it known unto you aH, and to aH 
the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead, even by him doth 
this man stand here before you whole. TMs 
is the stone which was set at nought of you 
builders, which is become the head of the 
comer. Neither is there salvation in any 
other: for there 1$ none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must 
be saved. 

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter 
and John, and perceived that they were un- 
learned and ignorant men, they marvelled; 
and they took knowledge of them, that they 
had been with Jesus. And beholding the 
man which was healed standing with them, 
they could say nothing against it. But when 
they had commanded them to go aside out 
of the council, they conferred among them- 
selves, saying, What shaH we do to these 
men? for that indeed a notable miracle hath 
been done by them is manifest to all them 


that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny 
it. But that it spread no further among the 
people, let us straitly threaten them, that 
they speak henceforth to no man in this name. 
And they called them, and commanded them 
not to speak at all nor teach in the name of 
Jesus, But Peter and John answered and said 
unto them. Whether it be right in the sight 
of God to hearken unto you more than unto 
God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the 
things which we have seen and heard. So 
when they had further threatened them, they 
let them go, finding nothing how they might 
punish them, because of the people: for all 
men glorified God for that which was done. 
For the man was above forty years old, on 
whom this miracle of healing was shewed. 

Appeal to God 

And being let go, they went to their own 
company, and reported all that the chief 
priests and elders had said unto them. And 
when they heard that, they lifted up their 
voice to God with one accord, and said. Lord, 
thou art God, which hast made heaven, and 
earth, and the sea, and all that in them is: 
who by the mouth of thy servant David hast 
said. 

Why did the heathen rage, 

And the people imagine vain things ? 

The kings of the earth stood up. 

And the rulers were gathered together 

Against the Lord, and against his Christ, 
For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, 
whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and 
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the 
people of Israel, were gathered together, for 
to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel 
determined before to be done. And now. 
Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant 
unto thy servants, that with all boldness they 
may speak thy word, by stretching forth 
thine hand to heal; and that signs and won- 
ders may be done by the name of thy holy 
child Jesus. And when they had prayed, the 
place was shaken where they were assembled 
together; and they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God 
with boldness. 

All Things in Common 

And the multitude of them that believed 
were of one heart and of one soul: neither 
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said any of them that ought of the things 
which he possessed was his own; but they 
had all things common. 1 And with great 
power gave the apostles witness of the resur- 
rection of the Lord Jesus : and great grace 
was upon them all. Neither was there any 
among them that lacked : for as many as were 
possessors of lands or houses sold them, and 
brought the prices of the things that were 
sold, and laid them down at the apostles* 
feet : and distribution was made unto every 
man according as he had need. 

And Joses, who by the apostles was sur- 
named Barnabas, (which is, being inter- 
preted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, 
and of the country of Cyprus, having land, 
sold it, and brought the money, and laid it 
at the apostles’ feet. 

Ananias and Sapphira 

But a certain man named Ananias, with 
Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, and kept 
back part of the price, his wife also being 
privy to it, and brought a certain part, and 
laid it at the apostles’ feet. But Peter said, 
Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to 
lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part 
of the price of the land? Whiles it remained, 
was it not thine own? and after it was sold, 
was it not in thine own power ? why hast thou 
conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast 
not lied unto men, but unto God. And 
Ananias hearing these words fell down, and 
gave up the ghost: and great fear came on all 
them that heard these things. And the young 
men arose, wound him up, and carried him 
out, and buried him. 

And it was about the space of three hours 
after, when his wife, not knowing what was 
done, came in. And Peter answered unto her, 
Tell me whether ye sold the land for so 
much? And she said. Yea, for so much. 
Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye 
have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of 
the Lord? behold, the feet of them which 
have buried thy husband are at the door, and 
shall carry thee out. Then fell she down 
straightway at his feet, and yielded up the 
ghost : and the young men came in, and found 
her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her 
by her husband. And great fear came upon 
all the church, and upon as many as heard 
these things. 


1 There is a vast difference between the free, willing, brotherly spirit of helpfulness that pervaded the com- 
pany of the disciples, and the spirit of the political system of communism. 
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he Growing Church 

And by the hands of the apostles were 
my signs and wonders wrought among the 
ople; (and they were all with one accord 
Solomon's porch. And of the rest durst 
man join himself to them : but the people 
ignified them, And believers were the 
sre added to the Lord, multitudes both 
men and women.) Insomuch that they 
ought forth the sick into the streets* and 
d them on beds and couches, that at the 
ist the shadow, of Peter passing by might 
ershadow some of them. There came also 
multitude out. of the cities round about 
m Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and 
era which were vexed with unclean spirits: 
.d they were healed every one. 

eliverance from Prism 

Then the high priest rose up, and all they 
at were with him, (which is the sect of the 
tdducees,) and were filled with indignation, 
id laid their hands on the apostles, and put 
era in the common prison. But the angel 
' the Lord by night opened the prison 
>ors, and brought them forth, and said, 
o, stand and speak in the temple to the 
sopie all the words of this life. And when 
:ey heard that, they entered into the temple 
riy.in the morning, and taught. But the 
gh priest came, and they that were with 
m, and called the council together, and all 
it senate of the children of Israel, and sent 
i the prison to have them brought. But 
hen the officers came, and found them not 
t the prison, they returned, and told, say- 
tg> The prison truly found we shut with all 
ifety, and the keepers standing without be- 
ne the doors: but when we had opened, we 
>und no man within. How when the high 
riest and the captain of the temple and the 
rief priests heard these things, they doubted 
E: them whereunto this would grow. Then 
ime one and told them, saying, Behold, 
it men whom ye put in prison are standing 
i the temple, and teaching the people, 
"hen went die captain with the officers, and 
rought them without violence; for they 
sated the people, lest they should have 


been stoned. And. when they had brought 
■them, they set them before the council ; and 
die high priest asked them, saying. Did not 
we straitly command you that ye should 
not teach in this name? and, behold, ye 
have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, 
and intend to bring this man's blood upon 
us. Then Peter and the other apostles 
answered and said. We ought to obey God 
rather than men* The God of our fathers 
raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged 
on a tree. Him hath God exalted with his 
right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to 
give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness 
of sins. And we are his witnesses of these 
things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom 
God hath given to them that obey him. 

When they heard that, they were cut to 
the heart, and took counsel to slay them. 
Then stood there up one in the council, a 
Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the 
law, had in reputation among all the people, 
and commanded to put the apostles forth a 
little space; and said unto them. Ye men of 
Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye in- 
tend to do as touching these men. For be- 
fore these days rose up Theudas, boasting 
himself to be somebody; to whom a number 
of men, about four hundred, joined them- 
selves: who was slain; and all, as many as 
obeyed him, were scattered, and brought to 
nought. After this man rose up Judas of Gali- 
lee in the days of the taxing, and drew away 
much people after him: he also perished; 
and all, even as many as obeyed him, were 
dispersed. And now I say unto you, Refrain 
from these men, and let them alone: for if 
this counsel or this work be of men, it will 
come to nought: but if it be of God, ye can- 
not overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even 
to fight against God. And to him they agreed ; 
and when they had called the apostles, and 
beaten them, they commanded that they 
should not speak in the name of Jesus, and 
let them go. And they departed from, the 
presence .of the council, rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to suffer shame for his 
name. And daily in the temple, and in every 
house, they ceased not to teach and preach 
Jesus Christ. 



THE CREATIVE AGE 

FULFILLING THE PURPOSE OF THE LORD OF LIFE 


THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES CHAPTERS 6, i— 1 1, 18 

With Stephen we are at the spiritual Springtide of this new movement. He is its first 
bloom y its flower of promise y suddenly cut off, but followed at once by many other signs 
that the creative work has beguny and will continue. It is a time of intellectual and moral 
awakening y of minds that have been quickened and consciences that have been stirred; 
and thisy not in one part of the country but in several some far afield. This Spring- 
tide glory, however, Stephen did not live to see. Bui he knew its time had come. 
The tragedy of his martyrdom is that he was announcing this fact ; and begging his 
listeners not to follow the example of their fathers’ folly by resisting and rejecting this 
new development of God's purpose, when the stones of death closed his lips. He had seen 
more dearly than the other disciples that this age of the Spirit , which Christ had 
inaugurated, was the fulfilment of the original promise of God; its relation to man was 
independent of the Law or the Temple . It was a spiritual relationship . 

THE MESSAGE OF STEPHEN The Acts of the Apostles 6, i— 8, 3 


1ND in those days* when the number 

/ If^ of the disciples was multiplied* 
there arose a murmuring of the 
JL A* Grecians against the Hebrews, 
because their widows were neglected in 
the daily ministration. Then the twelve 
called the multitude of the disciples unto 
them* and said* It is not reason that we 
should leave the word of God* and serve 
tables. Wherefore* brethren* look ye out 
among you seven men of honest report* full 
of the Holy Ghost and wisdom* whom we 
may appoint over this business. But we will 
give ourselves continually to prayer* and to 
the ministry of the word. And the saying 
pleased the whole multitude: and they chose 
Stephen* a man full of faith and of the Holy 
Ghost* and Philip* and Prochorus* and Nica- 
nor* and Timon* and Parmenas, and Nicolas 
a proselyte of Antioch: whom they set before 
the apostles : and when they had prayed* they 
laid their hands on them. 

And the word of God increased; and the 
number of the disciples multiplied in Jeru- 
salem greatly; and a great company of the 
priests were obedient to the faith* 

Stephen 

And Stephen* full of faith and power* 
did great wonders and miracles among the 
people. Then there arose certain of the syna- 
gogue* which is called the synagogue of the 


Libertines* and Cyrenians* and Alexandrians* 
and of them of Cilicia and of Asia* disputing 
with Stephen. And they were not able to 
resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he 
spake. Then they suborned men, which said, 
We have heard him speak blasphemous words 
against Moses, and against God. And they 
stirred up the people* and the elders* and the 
scribes* and came upon him* and caught him, 
and brought him to the council, and set up 
false witnesses* which said* This man ceaseth 
not to speak blasphemous words against this 
holy place* and the law: for we have heard 
him say* that this Jesus of Nazareth shall de- 
stroy this place* and shall change the customs 
which Moses delivered us. And all that sat 
in the council, looking stedfastly on him* saw 
his face as it had been the face of an angel. 

His Defence 

Then said the high priest* Are these things 
so? 

And he said. Men* brethren* and fathers, 
hearken; The God of glory appeared unto 
our father Abraham* when he was in Meso- 
potamia* before he dwelt in Charran, and 
said unto him* Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred* and come into the 
land which I shall shew thee. Then came 
he out of the land of the Chaldaeans* and 
dwelt in Charran: and from thence* when 
his father was dead* he removed him into 
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,$ land* wherein ye now dwell. And he 
m him none inheritance in it, no, not so 
ich as to set his foot on: yet he promised 
it he would give it to Mm for a possession, 
d to Ms seed after Mm, when as yet he had 
child. And, God spake on this wise, That 
& seed should sojourn in a strange land; 
d that they should bring them into bond- 
s, and entreat them evil four hundred 
ars. 'And the nation to whom they shall be 
bondage will 1 judge, said God: and after 
at shall they come forth, and serve me in 
is place* And he gave him the covenant of 

cumcision: and so Abraham begat Isaac, 

d circumcised him the eighth day; and 

lac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat the twelve 

trkrchs. And the patriarchs, moved with 
vy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but God was 
th him, and delivered him out of aH his 
fictions, and gave him favour and wisdom 
the sight of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and 
; made him governor over Egypt and all 
s house- Now there came a dearth over all 
c land of Egypt and Chanaan, and great 
Motion: and our fathers found no susten- 
tee. But when Jacob heard that there was 
■m in Egypt, he sent out our fathers first, 
ad at the second time Joseph was made 
icwn to his brethren; and Joseph’s kindred 
as made known unto Pharaoh. Then sent 
>seph, and called his father Jacob to him, 
id all Ms kindred, threescore and fifteen 
tula. So Jacob went down into Egypt, and 
,ed, he, and our fathers, and were carried 
rti into Sychem, and laid in the sepulchre 
iat Abraham bought for a sum of money of 
it sons of Emmor the father of Sychem. 
ut when the time of the promise drew nigh, 
hich God had sworn to Abraham, the people 
:ew and multiplied in Egypt, till another 
ing arose, wMch knew not Joseph. The 
ime dealt subtilly with our kindred, and 
ril entreated our fathers, so that they cast 
ut their young children, to the end they 
light not live. In which time Moses was 

om, and was exceeding fair, and nourished 
p in his father’s house three months: and 
Men he was cast out, Pharaoh’s daughter 
xikhim up, and nourished him for her own 

on. And Moses was learned in all the wis- 
om of the Egyptians, and was mighty in 
rords and in deeds. And when he was full 
>rty years old, it came into Ms heart to visit 
is brethren the children of Israel. And see- 
ig one of them suffer wrong, he defended 
im, and avenged Mm that was oppressed. 


and smote the Egyptian; for he supposed Ms 
brethren would have understood how that 
God by Ms hand would deliver them: but 
they understood not. And the next day he 
shewed himself unto them as they strove, 
and would have set them at one again, say- 
ing, Sirs, ye are brethren; why do ye wrong 
one to another? But he that did Ms neighbour 
wrong thrust Mm away, saying, Who made 
thee a ruler and a judge over us? Wilt thou 
kill me, as thou diddesf the Egyptian yester- 
day ? Then fled Moses at this saying, and was 
a stranger in the land of Madian, where he 
begat two sons. And when forty years were 
expired, there appeared to him in the wilder- 
ness of mount, Sima an, angel of the Lord in 
a flame of fire in a bush. When Moses saw 
it, he wondered at the sight; and as he drew 
near to behold it, the voice of the Lord came 
unto Mm, saying, I am the God of thy fathers, 
the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob. Then Moses trem- 
bled, and durst not behold. Then said the 
Lord to Mm, Put off thy shoes from thy feet; 
for the place where thou grandest is holy 
ground. I have seen, I have seen the affliction 
of my people which is in Egypt, and I have 
heard their groaning, and am come down to 
deliver them. And now come, I win send 
thee into Egypt. TMs Moses whom they 
refused, saying, Who made thee a ruler and 
a judge? the same did God send to be a ruler 
and a deliverer by the hand of the angel which 
appeared to him in the bush. He brought 
them out, after that he had shewed wonders 
and signs in the land of Egypt, and in the 
Red sea, and in the wilderness forty years. 
TMs is that Moses, which said unto the 
children of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord 
your God raise up unto you of your brethren, 
like unto me; him shall ye hear. TMs is he, 
that was in the church in the wilderness with 
the angel wMch spake to him in the mount 
Sina, and with our fathers: who received the 
lively oracles to give unto us: to whom our 
fathers would not obey, but thrust Mm from 
them, and in their hearts turned back again 
into Egypt, saying unto Aaron, Make us gods 
to go before us : for as for this Moses, wMch 
brought us out of the land of Egypt, we wot 
not what is become of him. And they made 
a calf in those days, and offered sacrifice unto 
the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their 
own hands. Then God turned, and gave 
them up to worship the host of heaven; as it 
is written in the book of the prophets. 


O ye home of Israel, have ye offered to me 
slain beasts and sacrifices 
By the space of forty years in the wilder- 
ness? 

Yea, ye took up the tabernacle of Moloch, 
And the star of your god Remphan, 
Figures which ye made to worship them: 
And I will carry you away beyond Babylon. 
Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in 
the wilderness, as he had appointed, speak- 
ing unto Moses, that he should make it ac- 
cording to the fashion that he had seen. 
Which also our fathers that came after 
brought in with Jesus into the possession of 
the Gentiles, whom God drave out before the 
face of our fathers, unto the days of David; 
who found favour before God, and desired 
to find a tabernacle for the God of Jacob. But 
Solomon built him an house. Howbeit the 
most High dwelleth not in temples made 
with hands; as saith the prophet. 

Heaven is my throne. 

And earth is my footstool: 

What house will ye build me? saith the 
Lord: 

Or what is the place of my rest? 

Hath not my hand made all these things ? 
Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart 
and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: 
as your fathers did, so do ye. Which of the 
prophets have not your fathers persecuted? 
and they have slain them which shewed be- 
fore of the coming of the Just One; of whom 
ye have been now the betrayers and mur- 


derers: who have received the law by the 
disposition of angels, and have not kept it.' 

Martyrdom of Stephen 

When they heard these things, they were 
cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him 
with their teeth. But he, being full of the 
Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, 
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing 
on the right hand of God, and said. Behold, 
I see the heavens opened, and the Son of 
man standing on the right hand of God. 
Then they cried out with a loud voice, and 
stopped their ears, and ran upon him with 
one accord, and cast Mm out of the city, and 
stoned him: and the witnesses laid down 
their clothes at a young man’s feet, whose 
name was Saul. And they stoned Stephen, 
calling upon God, and saying. Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit. And he kneeled down, and 
cried with a loud voice. Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge. And when he had said 
this, he fell asleep. And Saul was consenting 
unto his death. 

And at that time there was a great per- 
secution against the church wMch was at 
Jerusalem; and they were all scattered 
abroad throughout the regions of Judaea 
and Samaria, except the apostles. And de- 
vout men carried Stephen to his burial, and 
made great lamentation over him. As for 
Saul, he made havock of the church, entering 
into every house, and haling men and women 
committed them to prison. 


THE MISSION OF PHILIP The Acts of the Apostles 8, 4-40 

The persecution that followed the stoning of Stephen became — as often happens in the 
Providence of God — the means of promoting the Divine Purpose . The Good News of 
the Gospel , particularly that concerning the gift of the Spirit , was made known to people 
outside j but only just outside , the strictly Jewish circle of believers . Samaritans were 
unorthodox Jews: the Ethiopian eunuch was a convert to Judaism^ and was , therefore , not 
admitted to all the privileges of an Israelite. 

THEREFORE they that were scattered But there was a certain man, called Simon, 
abroad went everywhere preaching the word. wMch beforetime in the same city used sor- 
ThenPMlip went down to the city of Samaria, eery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, 
and preached Christ unto them. And the giving out that Mmself was some great one: 
people with one accord gave heed unto those to whom they all gave heed, from the least 
things wMch PMlip spake, hearing and seeing to the greatest, saying. This man is the great 
the miracles wMch he did. For unclean spirits, power of God. And to him they had regard, 
crying with loud voice, came out of many because that of long time he had bewitched 
that were possessed with them: and many them with sorceries. But when they believed 
taken with palsies, and that were lame, were Philip preaching the things concerning the 
healed. And there was great joy in that city, kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus 
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BY THE CHURCHES WE CAN TELL 


iery village church bears witness to the vision and creative spirit of the disciples of 
tristy and to the fact that the Gospel message is as important to the little hamlets 
siting among the hills as it is to a metropolis that claims the attention of the world . 


irtotf they were baptized, both men arid 
►men. Then Simon himself believed also: 
d when he was baptized, he continued with 
dlip, and wondered, beholding the miracles 
d signs which were done* 

Many Villages 

Now when the apostles which were at 
msalern heard that Samaria had received 
e word of God, they sent unto them Peter 
d John: who, when they were come down, 
ayed for them* that they might receive the 
Dtiy Ghost: (for as yet he was fallen upon 
me of them: only they were baptized in the 
me of the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they 
eir hands on them* and they received the 
oiy Ghost. And when Simon saw that 
rough laying on of the apostles" hands the 
oiy Ghost was given, he offered them 
oney, saying, Give me also this power , 1 that 
i, whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive 


the Holy Ghost, But Peter said unto him, 
Thy money perish with thee, because thou 
hast thought that the gift of God may be 
purchased with money. Thou hast neither 
part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is 
not right in the sight of God. Repent there- 
fore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, 
if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be 
forgiven thee. For I perceive that thou art 
in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of 
iniquity* Then answered Simon, and said, 
Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of 
these things which ye have spoken come 
upon me. 

And they, when they had testified and 
preached the word of the Lord, returned to 
Jerusalem, and preached the gospel in many 
villages of the Samaritans* 

A Man of Ethiopia 

And the angel of the Lord spake unto 


*' The narrative suggests that in the early days of Christianity there was some external and conspicuous 
idence of the presence of the Spirit, As the experience of the disciples developed, their view of the Spirit’s 
>r3ring reached higher levels. They began with the discovery that the Spirit bestowed marvellous gifts, but 
cy ended with the declaration that the greatest marvel of the Spirit’s power was the creation of a holy life. 
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WHERE HIS MESSENGERS HAVE BEEN 

Philip preached the Gospel to many villages of the Samaritans, Peter in many of the 
towns and cities of Judcea. So the Good News spread in ever-widening circles when, 
upon the persecution of Stephen, the disciples were driven out of Jerusalem. 

Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the And who shall declare his generation? 

south unto the way that goeth down from For his life is taken from the earth. 

Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert . 1 And And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, 

he arose and went: and, behold, a man of I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet 

Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under this ? of himself, or of some other man ? Then j j 

Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had Philip opened his mouth, and began at the 

the charge of all her treasure , 2 and had come same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. , 

to Jerusalem for to worship, was returning, And as they went on their way, they came 

and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the pro- unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, 

phet. Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go See, here is water; what doth hinder me to ; 

near, and join thyself to this chariot. And be baptized? And Philip said. If thou be- 

Philip ran thither to him, and heard him lievest with all thine heart, thou mayest. 

read the prophet Esaias, and said. Under- And he answered and said, I believe that 

standest thou what thou readest? And he Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Andhecom- 

said. How can I, except some man should manded the chariot to stand still: and they 

guide me? And he desired Philip that he went down both into the water, both Philip 

would come up and sit with him. The place and the eunuch; and he baptized him. And 

of the scripture which he read was this, when they were come up out of the water, the 

He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that =| 

And like a Iamb dumb before his shearer, the eunuch saw him no more: and he went 
So opened he not his mouth: on his way rejoicing. But Philip was found i 

In his h umiliati on his judgment was taken at Azotus : and passing through he preached i 

away: in all the cities, till he came to Cssarea. i 

1 a desert road, but what a profitable journey ! An unexpected and, to all appearances, an accidental meeting, ; 

but actually, how providential and important. ji 

2 An early instance of the response of the rich and powerful to the Gospel. j| 



HE CONVERSION OF SAUL The Acts of the Apostles 9 , i- 31 

?hat an amazement! That Saul, who consented to the death of Stephen for saying 
tat the long-promised age, the age of the Spirit, had come and that Jesus was the Lord 
nd Leader of it, should be the one to bear the most striking testimony to its truth. The 
mi is explained here . He had a spiritual experience that left him in no doubt about it . 
*he veil, which hides the spiritual and eternal from our physical semes, was for a 
lament made transparent by a beam of heavenly light; at Sants side there stood, alive 
mi majestic in His glory , the Christ who had been crucified , He recognized his Lord , 
nd 7 in a flash, the Sovereign Lord of all men , present in the world and seeking to save 
* For him, it was an unforgettable experience . From our standpoint, it was one of the 
tost creative moments of early Christian history, made all the more impressive by the 
id that the man, who was henceforth to be the creator of the first forward movement 
f Christianity, had set out to be the destroyer of Christs people. 


MD Saul, yet breathing out threatenings 
ad slaughter against the disciples of the 
x>rd, went unto the high priest, and desired 
f him letters to Damascus to the syna- 
ogues, that if he found any of this way, 
rhefher they were men or women, he might 
ring them hound unto Jerusalem* And as 
.e journeyed, he came near Damascus ; and 
uddenly there shined round about him a 
;ght from heaven: and he fell to the earth, 
nd heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, 
Iml, why persecutes! thou me ? And he said, ■ 
Pho art thou. Lord ? And the Lord said, I 
m Jesus whom thou persecutes!: it is hard 
or thee to kick against the pricks. And he 
rembiing and astonished said, Lord, what 
rilt thou have me to do?' And the Lord said 
into him. Arise, and go into the city, and it 
hall be told thee what thou must do. And 
he men which journeyed with him stood 
peechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no 
nan. ' And Saul arose from the earth; and 
vhen his eyes were opened, he saw no man: 
>ut they led Mm by the hand, and brought 
um into 'Damascus* And he was three days 
vithout sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 

And there was a certain disciple at Damas- 
cus, named Ananias; and to him said the 
Lord in a vision, Ananias, And he said. Be- 
iold, I am here, Lord* And the Lord said 
onto him, Arise, and go into the street 1 which 
is called Straight, and inquire in the house 
af Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, 
behold, he prayeth, 'and hath seen in a vision 
a man named Ananias coming in, and put- 
ting Ms hand on him, that he might receive 
Ms sight. Then Ananias answered. Lord, I 
have heard by many of this man, how much 
■ 1 Out Lord, knows the street where 


evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: 
and here he hath authority from the chief 
priests to bind all that call on thy name. But 
the Lord said unto him, Go thy way; for he 
is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name 
before the Gentiles, and kings, and the chil- 
dren of Israel: for 1 will shew him how great 
tMngs he must suffer for my name’s sake. 
And Ananias went his way, and entered into 
the house; and putting his hands on him 
said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, 
that appeared unto thee in the way as thou 
earnest, hath sent me, that thou mightest 
receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy 
Ghost* And immediately there fell from his 
eyes as it had been scales: and he received 
sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. 
And when he had received meat, he was 
strengthened. 

Saul at Damascus 

Then was Saul certain days with the 
disciples wMch were at Damascus. And 
straightway he preached Christ in the syna- 
gogues, that he is the Son of God* But all 
that heard him were amazed, and said; Is not 
tills he that destroyed them which called on 
this name in Jerusalem,, and came hither for 
that intent, that he might bring them bound 
unto the chief priests? But Saul increased 
the more in strength, and confounded the 
Jews wMch dwelt at Damascus, proving that 
this is very Christ, 

Sants Escape ' 

And after that many days were fulfilled, 
: live, and the, number of our house. 



the Jews took counsel to kill Mm: but their 
laying await was known of Saul. And they 
watched the gates day and night to kill Mm. 
Then the disciples took Mm by night* and 
let Mm down by the wall in a basket. 

Saul in Jerusalem 

And when Saul was come to Jerusalem* he 
assayed to join himself to the disciples: but 
they were all afraid of him* and believed not 
that he was a disciple. But Barnabas took 
him* and brought him to the apostles* and 
declared unto them how he had seen the 
Lord in the way* and that he had spoken to 
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him* and how he had preached boldly at 
Damascus in the name of Jesus. And he was 
with them coming in and going out at Jeru- 
salem. And he spake boldly in the name of 
the Lord Jesus* and disputed against the 
Grecians: but they went about to slay Mm. 
WMch when the brethren knew, they brought 
him down to Caesarea* and sent him forth to 
Tarsus. 

Then had the churches rest throughout all 
Judaea and Galilee and Samaria* and were 
edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord* 
and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost* were 
multiplied. 


THE MISSION OF PETER The Acts of the Apostles 9 , 32— 1 1 , 18 

More evidence of the creative character of the Gospel is supplied hy Peter . He is 
compelled to enlarge his views hy a combination of circumstances which can he read only 
as a revelation of God . His experience outruns his theology, and the Gospel proves its 
power before its philosophy can be formulated . Cornelius was an Italian , a Roman 
soldier, a good man who believed in the God of Israel, but — and this is the vital point — 
he was not circumcised; that is, he had not submitted to the national religious rite that 
would give him the full privileges of an Israelite. Later, the question that is raised here, 
and dealt with on its merits as an exceptional case, becomes, on a matter of principle, one 
of the bitterest problems of the early church . At this stage, the story of the admission of 
Cornelius into the Christian fellowship is told to show the widening of the scope of the 
Gospel; the story of Tabitha and the widows, to show the tender thought and feeling 
for womanhood and widowhood in the new Faith. 


AND it came to pass, as Peter passed 
throughout all quarters* he came down also 
to the saints wMch dwelt at Lydda. And 
there he found a certain man named /Eneas* 
wMch had kept Ms bed eight years, and was 
sick of the palsy. And Peter said unto him* 
/Eneas* Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: 
arise* and make thy bed. And he arose im- 
mediately. And all that dwelt at Lydda and 
Saron saw him* and turned to the Lord. 

Tabitha 

Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple 
named Tabitha* which by interpretation is 
called Dorcas: this woman was full of good 
works and almsdeeds which she did. And 
it came to pass in those days* that she was 
sick* and died : whom when they had washed* 
they laid her in an upper chamber. And for- 
asmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppa* and the 
disciples had heard that Peter was there, 
they sent unto him two men* desiring him 


that he would not delay to come to them. 
Then Peter arose and went with them. 
When he was come* they brought him into 
the upper chamber: and all the widows stood 
by him weeping* and shewing the coats and 
garments wMch Dorcas made* while she was 
with them. But Peter put them all forth, and 
kneeled down* and prayed; and turning him 
to the body said, Tabitha* arise. And she 
opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter* 
she sat up. And he gave her his hand, and 
lifted her up* and when he had called the 
saints and widows* presented her alive. And 
it was known throughout all Joppa; and 
many believed in the Lord. And it came 
to pass, that he tarried many days in Joppa 
with one Simon a tanner. 

Cornelius 

There was a certain man in Caesarea called 
Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the 
Italian band* a devout man, and one that 
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ired God with all his house, which gave 
ich alms to the people, and prayed to God 
ray* He saw in a vision evidently about 
c ninth hour of the day an angel of God 
ming in to him, and saying unto him, 
>meliu$. And when he looked on him, he 
is afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And 
? said unto him. Thy prayers and thine 
ms are come up for a memorial before God, 
nd now send men to Joppa, and call for 
le Simon, whose surname is Peter: he 
dgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose 
>u$e is by the sea side : he shall tell thee 
hat thou oughtesf to do. And when the 
igel which spake unto Cornelius was de- 
bited, he called two of his household ser- 
mts, and a devout soldier of them that 
aired on him continually; and when he 
ad declared all these things unto them, he 
mt them to Joppa. 

*eter*$ Vision 

On the morrow, as they went on their 
Burney, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter 
rent up upon the housetop to pray about 
he sixth hour: and he became very hungry, 
nd would have eaten: but while they made 
eady, he fell into a trance, and saw heaven 
ipened, and a certain vessel descending unto 
iim» as it had been a great sheet knit at the 
bur comers, and let down to 'the earth: 
vherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts. 
>f the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping 
lungs, and fowls of the air. And there came 
i voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat. 
But 'Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have 
lever eaten any thing that is common or 
unclean. And the voice spake unto him again 
the second time, What God hath cleansed, 
that call not thou common. This was done 
thrice; and the vessel was received up again 
into heaven. 

Now while Peter doubted in himself what 
this vision which he had seen should mean, 
behold, the men which were sent from Corne- 
lius had made inquiry for Simonas house, and 
stood before the gate, and oiled, and asked 
whether Simon, which was surnamed Peter, 
were lodged there. While Peter thought on 
the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, 
three men seek thee* Arise therefore, and 
get thee down, and go with them, doubting 
nothing: for I have sent them. Then Peter 
went down to the men which were sent unto 


he whom ye seek; what is the cause where* 
fore ye are come? And they said, Cornelius 
the centurion, a just man, and one that 
feareth God, and of good report among all 
the nation of the Jews, was warned from God 
by an holy angel to send for thee into his 
house, and to hear words of thee. Then 
called he them in, and lodged them. 

Peter and Cornelius 

And on the morrow Peter went away with 
them, and certain brethren from Joppa ac- 
companied him. And the morrow after they 
entered into Caesarea. And Cornelius waited 
for them, and had called together his kins- 
men and near friends. And as Peter was 
coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell down 
at his feet, and worshipped him.. But Peter 
took him up, saying, Stand up; 1 myself also 
am a man. And as he talked with him, he 
went in, and found many that were come 
together. And he said unto them, Ye know 
how that it is an unlawful thing for a man 
that is a jew to keep company, or come unto 
one of another nation; but God hath shewed 
me that I should not call any man common 
or unclean. Therefore came I unto you 
without gainsaying, as soon as. J was sent 
for; 1 ask therefore for what intent ye have 
sent for me? And Cornelius said, Four days 
ago I was fasting until this hour; and at the 
ninth hour I prayed in my house, and, be- 
hold, a man stood before me in bright cloth- 
ing, and said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, 
and thine alms are had in remembrance in 
the sight of God.' Send therefore to Joppa, 
and call hither Simon, whose surname is 
Peter; he is lodged in the house of one 
Simon a tanner by the sea side: who, when 
he 1 cometh, shall speak unto thee. Immedi- 
ately therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast 
well done that thou art come. Now there- 
fore are we ail here present before God, to 
hear ail things that are commanded thee of 
God, : : 

Then Peter opened his mouth, and said. 
Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter 
of persons : but in every nation he that feareth 
him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted 
with him* The word which God sent unto 
the children of Israel, preaching peace by 
Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) that word, 
I say, ye know, which was published through- 
out all Jud^a, and began from Galilee, after 



Ghost and with power: who went about do- 
ing good s and healing ail that were oppressed 
of the devil; for God was with him. And 
we are witnesses of all things which he did 
both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusa- 
lem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree: 
him God raised up the third day, and shewed 
him openly; not to all the people, but unto 
witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, 
who did eat and drink with him after he rose 
from the dead. And he commanded us to 
preach unto the people, and to testify that 
it is he which was ordained of God to be the 
Judge of quick and dead. To him give all 
the prophets witness, that through his name 
whosoever believeth in him shall receive re- 
mission of sins. 

While Peter yet spake these words, the 
Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the 
word. And 'they of the circumcision which 
believed were astonished, as many as came 
with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also 
was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
For they heard them speak with tongues, and 
magnify God. Then answered Peter, Can 
any man forbid water, that these should not 
be baptized, which have received the Holy 
Ghost as well as we? And he commanded 
them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. 
Then prayed they him to tarry certain days. 

Peter at Jerusalem 

And the apostles and brethren that were 
in Judiea heard that the Gentiles had also 
received the word of God* And when Peter 
was come up to Jerusalem, they that were of 
the circumcision contended with him, saying. 
Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised, and 
didst eat with them. But Peter rehearsed the 


it by order unto them, saying, I was in the 
city of Joppa praying: and In a trance I saw 
a vision, A certain vessel descend, as it had 
been a great sheet, let down from heaven by 
four corners; and it came even to me: upon 
the which when I had fastened mine eyes, I 
considered, and saw fourfooted beasts of the 
earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, 
and fowls of the air. And I heard a voice 
saying unto me. Arise, Peter; slay and eat. 
But I said, Not so. Lord: for nothing com- 
mon or unclean hath at any time entered 
into my mouth. But the voice answered me 
again from heaven. What God hath cleansed, 
that call not thou common. And this was 
done three times: and all were drawn up 
again into heaven. And, behold, immediately 
there were three men already come unto the 
house where I was, sent from Csesarea unto 
me. And the spirit bade me go with them, 
nothing doubting. Moreover these six breth- 
ren accompanied me, and we entered into 
the man's house: and he shewed us how he 
had seen an angel in his house, which stood 
and said unto him. Send men to Joppa, and 
call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; who 
shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all 
thy house shall be saved. And as I began to 
speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us 
at the beginning. Then remembered I the 
word of the Lord, how that he said, John 
indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghost. Forasmuch 
then as God gave them the like gift as he did 
unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ; what was I, that I could withstand 
God? When they heard these things, they 
held their peace, and glorified God, saying. 
Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted 
repentance unto life. 


THE FIRST PERIOD OF CHRISTIAN PROGRESS 

A.D, 30 Pentecost. The Gift of the Spirit 
30-35 Proclaiming the Gospel in Jerusalem 
36-39 Missions throughout Palestine 
40-46 Founding of the Church at Antioch 
46-48 Missionary Journey to Asia Minor 
49 The Council of Jerusalem 
49-52 The Gospel carried to Europe 
53-57 Evangelizing Europe and Asia 
57-62 Paul's Trial and Imprisonment. 

These dates are approximate, but are generally accepted. Where critical scholarship gives other dates, the 
difference lies within very narrow limits. 


REATiVE ACTION 

3URAGEOUS SERVICE FOR THE LORD OF LIFE 


IE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES CHAPTERS 11 , 19— 21 , 16 

tong the apostles* Paul is the great example of courageous and creative action* but it 
*ht to be noted that me have* in Barnabas* an earlier expression of the same spirit . 
was his initiative that brought Paul to Antioch . Indeed there must have been a very 
dy spirit of daring creativeness among all the members of this early Christian com* 
nity. Otherwise * how could suck a mixed company of different nationalities ever 
ueformed a united church or fellowship there* or have sent* as they did* three of their 
mber overseas m a missionary expedition— the first of its kind? We are told that the 
dples were first called Christians at Antioch* and it may be that the name* used by 
ne in derision of the enterprising people who bore it* carried the idea of unusual 
tathe actum • Certainly it cannot be denied that Paul * who was of their number* had 
s quality to an exceptional degree* and he attributed it to the presence in him of the 
nrit of God . It enabled him to see new truths in the Gospel* and to undertake new 
tks for his Lord * 


iE FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

k y OW w hich were scattered 
Ik I abroad upon the persecution that 
ikj arose about Stephen travelled as 
L 11 far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and 
itioch, preaching the word to none but 
tto the Jews only. And some of them were 
tn of Cyprus and Gyrene, which, when 
ey were come to Antioch, spake unto the 
redans, preaching the Lord Jesus. And 
e hand of the Lord was with them: and a 
eat number believed, and turned unto the 
3rd. Then tidings of these things came 
no the ears of the church which was in 
trasalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, 
at he should go as far as Antioch, Who, 
hen he came, and had seen the grace of 
od, was glad, and exhorted them all, that 
ith purpose of heart they would cleave unto 
te Lord, For he was a good man, and full 
i the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much 
eople was added unto the Lord, Then he- 
arted Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: 
ad when he had found him, he brought him 
nto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a 
hole year they assembled themselves with 
ie church, and taught much people. And 
ic disciples were called Christians first in 
mtioch. 

And in these days came prophets from 
erusalem unto Antioch. And there stood up 
ne of them named Agabus, and signified by 


The Acts of the Apostles 11 , 19 — 12 , 25 

the spirit that there should be great dearth 
throughout all the world: which came to 
pass in the days of Claudius Ciesar. Then 
the disciples, every man according to Ms 
ability, determined to send relief unto the 
brethren which dwelt in Judaea; which also 
they did, and sent it to the elders by the 
hands of Barnabas and Saul. 

The Church in Jerusalem 

Now about that time Herod the Mug 
stretched forth Ms hands to vex certain of 
the church. And he killed James the brother 
of John with the sword. And because he saw 
it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to 
take Peter also. (Then were the days of 
unleavened bread.) And when he had ap- 
prehended Mm, he put him in prison, and 
delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers 
to keep Mm; intending after Easter to bring 
him forth to the people. Peter therefore was 
kept in prison : but prayer was made without 
ceasing of the church unto God for him. 
And when Herod would have brought him 
forth, the same night Peter was sleeping be- 
tween two soldiers, bound with two chains: 
and the keepers before the door kept the 
prison. And, behold, the angel of the Lord 
came upon him, and a light shined in the 
prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and 
raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And 
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FROM EAST TO WEST THE GOOD NEWS RUNS 

In Antioch one of the first Christian churches was founded. Far in the West, following 
dose on the discovery of the New World, the foundations of a Christian church, noza 
the cathedral of Mexico City , were laid on the site of a war-god’s temple. 


his chains fell off from his hands. And the 
angel said unto him. Gird thyself, and bind 
on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith 
unto him. Cast thy garment about thee, and 
follow me. And he went out, and followed 
him; and wist not that it was true which was 
done by the angel; but thought he saw a 
vision. When they were past the first and 
the second ward, they came unto the iron 
gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened 
to t hem of his own accord: and they went 
out, and passed on through one street; and 

forthwith the angel departed from him. And 

when Peter was come to himself, he said. 
Now I know of a surety, that the Lord hath 
sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of 
die hand of Herod, and from all the expecta- 


tion of the people of the Jews. And when 
he had considered the thing, he came to 
the house of Mary the mother of John, 
whose surname was Mark; where many 
were gathered together praying. And as 
Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a 
damsel came to hearken, named Rhoda. And 
when she knew Peter’s voice, she opened not 
the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told 
how Peter stood before the gate. And they 
said unto her, Thou art mad. But she con- 
stantly affirmed that it was even so. Then 
said they. It is his angel. But Peter continued 
knocking: and when they had opened the 
door, and saw him, they were astonished. 
But he, beckoning unto them with the hand 
to hold their peace, declared unto them how 



THE ACTS 12, 17 

foe Lord had brought him out of the prison. 
And he said, Go shew these things unto 
James, and to the brethren. And he de- 
parted, and went into another place. Now 
as soon as it was day, there was no small stir 
among the soldiers, what was become of 
Peter* And when Herod had sought for Mm, 
and found him not, he examined the keepers, 
and commanded that they should be put to 
death. And he went down from Judaea to 
Caesarea, and there abode. 

And Herod was highly displeased with 
them of Tyre and Sidon : but they came with 
one accord to him, and, having made Biastus 
the king's chamberlain their friend, desired 
peace; because their country was nourished 


by the king's country. And upon a set day 
Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon his 
throne, and made an oration unto them. 
And die people gave a shout, saying, It is 
the voice of a god, and not of a man. And 
immediately the angel of the Lord smote 
him, because he gave not God the glory: and 
he was eaten of worms, and gave up the 
ghost, ■ 

But the word of God grew and multiplied. 

Barnabas, Saul, and Mark 

And Barnabas and Saul returned from 
Jerusalem, when they had fulfilled their 
ministry, and took with them John, whose 
surname was Mark. 


THE FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY The Acts of the Apostles 13, 1—14, 28 

Every journey for the Gospel is also a journey into the Gospel ; wider vistas of meaning 
come into view as its mission is pressed forward So these missionary journeys of Paul's 
are also revelations. They show the great truths of the Gospel, which life and work, at 
different times* brought into prominence. Speaking at the conclusion of the first journey* 
the apostle said it had established the fact that God had * opened a door of faith unto the 
Gentiles'. This door of faith is the door of the soul* of man's inner personality. Men 
open their hearts to those they believe in* and to no others. That is why Paul made it his 
first task to get people to believe in Christ — so that they would open their hearts to Him, 
and thus receive His Spirit, and therewith all that is meant by salvation . 


NOW there were in foe church that was at 
Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as 
Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, 

; and Lucius of Gyrene, and Manaen, which 
, had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, 
and Saul. As they ministered to the Lord, 
and fasted, the Holy Ghost said. Separate 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work where- 
unto I have called them. And when they 
had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands 
cm than, they sent them away. 

A Proconsul Converted 

So they, being sent forth by the Holy 
Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from 
thence they sailed to Cyprus. And when 
they were at' Salami®, they preached the word 
of God in foe synagogues of foe Jews: and 
they had also John to their minister. And 
when they had gone through the isle unto 
Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false 
nroohet. a Tew. whose name was Bar-jesus: 


Sergius Faulus, a prudent man; who called 
for Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear 
the word of God. But Elymas the sorcerer 
(for so is his name by interpretation) with- 
stood them, seeking to turn away the deputy 
from the faith. Then Saul, (who also is 
called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set 
his eyes on him, and said, O full of all 
subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the 
devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt 
thou not cease to pervert the right ways of 
the Lord ? And now, behold, the hand of foe 
Lord is upon thee, and thou Shalt be blind, 
not seeing foe sun for a season. And im- 
mediately there fell on him a mist and a dark- 
ness; and he went about seeking some to lead 
him by the hand. Then the deputy, when he 
saw what was done, believed, being aston- 
ished at the doctrine of the Lord. 

John Mark Returns Home 

Now when Paul and his company loosed 
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turned to Jerusalem* But when they de- 
parted from Perga, they came to Antioch in 
Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, and sat down. And after the 
reading of the law and the prophets the rulers 
of the synagogue sent unto them, saying. Ye 
men and brethren, if ye have any word of 
exhortation for the people, say on. 

Paul's Discourse 

Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with 
his hand said. Men of Israel, and ye that fear 
God, give audience. The God of this people 
of Israel chose our fathers, and exalted the 
people when they dwelt as strangers in the 
land of Egypt, and with an high arm brought 
he them out of it. And about the time of 
forty years suffered he their manners in the 
wilderness. And when he had destroyed 
seven nations in the land of Chanaan, he 
divided their land to them by lot. And after 
that he gave unto them judges about the 
space of four hundred and fifty years, until 
Samuel the prophet. And afterward they 
desired a king: and God gave unto them Saul 
the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benja- 
min, by the space of forty years. And when 
he had removed him, he raised up unto them 
David to be their king; to whom also he gave 
testimony, and said, I have found David the 
son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, 
which shall fulfil all my will. Of this man’s 
seed hath God according to his promise raised 
unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus: when John had 
first preached before his coming the baptism 
of repentance to all the people of Israel. And 
as John fulfilled his course, he said. Whom 
think ye that I am ? I am not he. But, behold, 
there cometh one after me, whose shoes of 
his feet I am not worthy to loose. Men and 
brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, 
and whosoever among you feareth God, to 
you is the word of this salvation sent. For 
they that dwell at Jesusalem, and their rulers, 
because they knew him not, nor yet the voices 
of the prophets which are read every sabbath 
day, they have fulfilled them in condemning 
Mm. And though they found no cause of 
death in him, yet desired they Pilate that he 
should be slain. And when they had fulfilled 


down from the tree, and laid him in a sepul- 
chre. But God raised him from the dead: 
and he was seen many days of them wMch 
came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, 
who are Ms witnesses unto the people. And 
we declare unto you glad tidings, how that 
the promise wMch was made unto the fathers, 
God hath fulfilled the same unto us their 
children, in that he hath raised up Jesus 
again; as it is also written in the second 
psalm. Thou art my Son, this day have I 
begotten thee. And as concerning that he 
raised him up from the dead, now no more 
to return to corruption, he said on tMs wise, 
I will give you the sure mercies of David. 
Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, 
Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see 
corruption. For David, after he had served 
Ms own generation by the will of God, fell 
on sleep, and was laid unto Ms fathers, and 
saw corruption: but he, whom God raised 
again, saw no corruption. Be it known un- 
to you therefore, men and brethren, that 
through tMs man is preached unto you the 
forgiveness of sins : and by him all that be- 
lieve are justified from all things, from which 
ye could not be justified 1 by the law of Moses. 
Beware therefore, lest that come upon you, 
which is spoken of in the prophets ; 

Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and 
perish: 

For I work a work in your days, 

A work which ye shall in no wise believe, 
though a man declare it unto you. 

And when the Jews were gone out of the 
synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these 
words might be preached to them the next 
sabbath. Now when the congregation was 
broken up, many of the Jews and religious 
proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, 
speaking to them, persuaded them to con- 
tinue in the grace of God. 

And the next sabbath day came almost the 
whole city together to hear the word of God. 
But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they 
were filled with envy, and spake against those 
things which were spoken by Paul, contra- 
dicting and blaspheming. Then Paul and 
Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was neces- 
sary that the word of God should first have 
been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it 


1 It is not the man who thinks he can justify himself— put himself in the right in the sight of God— by 
keeping the Law who is acceptable to God, for no man can keep the Law perfectly, but the man who comes to 
God, as a child comes to a good father, with a spirit of trust and love; because this is the true and right way — 
the way Christ has brought to light. 
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om you* and judge yourselves unworthy of 
blasting life, lo, wc turn to the Gentiles* 
or so hath the Lord commanded us, saying* 
I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles* 
That thou shouldest. be for salvation unto 
the ends of the earth, 
nd when the Gentiles heard this, they were 
ad, and glorified the word of the Lord : and 
► many as were ordained to eternal life be- 
rved. And the word of the Lord was pub- 
shed throughout all the region. But the 
sw$ stirred up the devout and honourable 
omen, and the chief men of the city* and 
used persecution against Paul and Bama- 
as* and expelled them out of their coasts* 
ut they shook off the dust of their feet 
gainst them* and came unto Iconium, And 
te disciples were filled with joy* and with 
ic Holy Ghost. 

I Mixed Reception 

And it came to pass in Iconium* that they 
TOt both together into the synagogue of the 
ews* and so spake* that a great multitude 
oth of the Jews and also of the Greeks be- 
eved. But the unbelieving Jews stirred up 
ae Gentiles, and made their minds evil 
ffected against the brethren* Long time 
aerefore abode they speaking boldly in the 
jord* which gave testimony unto the word 
f his grace, and granted signs and wonders 
3 be done by their hands* But the multitude 
£ the city was divided: and part held with 
he Jews, and part with the apostles. And 
srhen there was an assault made both of the 
scathes* and also of the Jews with their 
tilers* to use them despitefully* and to stone 
hem* they were ware of it, and fled unto 
-.ystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia* and 
into the region that lieth round about: and 
here they preached the gospel* 

honoured as Gods 

And there sat a certain man at Lystra, im- 
x>tent in Ms feet* being a cripple from his 
nother’s womb* who never had walked: the 
same heard Paul speak: who stedfastly be- 
Holding Mm* and perceiving that he had faith 
;o be healed* said with a loud voice* Stand 
upright on thy feet* And he leaped and 
talked* And when the people saw what Paul 
bad done* they lifted up their voices* saying 
in the speech of Lycaonia* The gods are 
come down to us in the likeness of men* And 


they called Barnabas* Jupiter; 1 and Paul*Mer« 
curius* because he was the chief speaker* 
Then the priest of Jupiter* which was before 
their city, brought oxen and garlands unto 
the gates* and would have done sacrifice with 
the people. Which when the apostles* Barna- 
bas and Paul* heard of, they rent their clothes* 
and ran in among the people* crying out* 
and saying* Sirs* why do ye these things ? We 
also are men of like passions with you* and 
preach unto you that ye should turn from 
these vanities unto the living God* wMch 
made heaven, and earth* and the sea* and ah 

things that are therein: who in times past 

suffered all nations to walk in their own ways* 
Nevertheless he left not himself without wit- 
ness* in that he did good* and gave us rain 
from heaven, and fruitful seasons* filling our 
hearts with food and gladness* And with 
these sayings scarce restrained they the 
people* that they had not done sacrifice unto 
them. 

Attacked with Stones 

And there came thither certain Jews from 
Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the 
people, and, having stoned Paul, drew him 
out of the city* supposing he had been dead. 
Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about 
him, he rose up* and came into the city: and 
the next day he departed with Barnabas to 
Derbe. 

Return to Antioch 

And when they had preached the gospel 
to that city, and had taught many* they re- 
turned again to Lystra* and to Iconium* 
and Antioch, confirming the souls of the dis- 
ciples, and exhorting them to continue in the 
faith* and that we must through much tribu- 
lation enter into the kingdom of God. And 
when they had ordained them elders in every 
church* and had prayed with fasting* they 
commended them to the Lord* on whom 
they believed. And after they had passed 
throughout Pisidia* they came to Pamphylla. 
And when they had preached the word in 
Perga* they went down into AttaMa; and 
thence sailed to Antioch* from whence they 
had been recommended to the grace of God 
for the work which they fulfilled. And when 
they were come* and had gathered the church 
together, they rehearsed all that God had 
done with them* and how he had opened the 


1 Barnabas was doubtless the older, and had a more imposing presence. 
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door of faith unto the Gentiles* And there 
they abode long time with the disciples. 

THE CHURCH COUNCIL. Acts 15 , 1-35 

Is faith sufficient for salvation? That was the 
crux of the question before the council There 
were some who held that Gentile converts 
could not be saved unless they also observed the 
rites of the Jewish religion . Paul’s argument 
against this view was an appeal to facts , and 
for the recognition of the answer God Himself 
had given in bestowing His Spirit upon 
Gentiles in response to their faith. The council 
supported him . 

And certain men which came down from 
Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except 
ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, 
ye cannot be saved* When therefore Paul 
and Barnabas had no small dissension and 
disputation with them, they determined that 
Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, 
should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles 
and elders about this question. And being 
brought on their way by the church, they 
passed through Phenice and Samaria, de- 
claring the conversion of the Gentiles: and 
they caused great joy unto all the brethren. 
And when they were come to Jerusalem, they 
were received of the church, and of the 
apostles and eiders, and they declared all 
things that God had done with them. But 
there rose up certain of the sect of the Phari- 
sees which believed, saying. That it was 
needful to circumcise them, and to command 
them to keep the law of Moses. 

Speeches by Peter and James 

And the apostles and elders came together 
for to consider of this matter. And when 
there had been much disputing, Peter rose 
up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, 
ye know how that a good while ago God made 
choice among us, that the Gentiles by my 
mouth should hear the word of the gospel, 
and believe. And God, which knoweth the 
hearts, bare them witness, giving them the 
Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us; and put 
no difference between us and them, purify- 
ing their hearts by faith. Now therefore why 
tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck 
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of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor 
we were able to bear? But we believe that 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
we shall be saved, even as they. 

Then all the multitude kept silence, and 
gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, declar- 
ing what miracles and wonders God had 
wrought among the Gentiles by them. 

And after they had held their peace, James 
answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken 
unto me : Simeon hath declared how God at 
the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of 
them a people for his name. And to this 
agree the words of the prophets; as it is 
written. 

After this I will return. 

And will build again the tabernacle of 
David, which is fallen down; 

And I will build again the ruins thereof. 

And I will set it up : 

That the residue of men might seek after 
the Lord, 

And all the Gentiles, upon whom my name 
is called, 

Saith the Lord, who doeth all these things. 

Known unto God are all his works from 
the beginning of the world. 

Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble 
not them, which from among the Gentiles 
are turned to God: but that we write unto 
them, that they abstain from pollutions of 
idols, and from fornication, and from things 
strangled, and from blood. 1 For Moses of old 
time hath in every city them that preach him, 
being read in the synagogues every sabbath 
day. 

Peace Restored 

Then pleased it the apostles and elders, 
with the whole church, to send chosen men 
of their own company to Antioch with Paul 
and Barnabas; namely,* Judas surnamed Bar- 
sabas, and Silas, chief men among the breth- 
ren: and they wrote letters by them after this 
manner; The apostles and elders and breth- 
ren send greeting unto the brethren which 
are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and 
Cilicia: forasmuch as we have heard, that 
certain which went out from us have troubled 
you with words, subverting your souls, say- 
ing, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the 
law: to whom we gave no such command- 


1 Some regard the acceptance of these prohibitions, which have a close association with particular heathen 
and Jewish customs, as a partial concession to the extremists for the sake of promoting Ml social intercourse 
between Jewish and Gentile Christians— a common-sense compromise, not of principle, but of practice. 
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Rent; It seemed good unto us, being ass- 
embled with one accord, to send chosen 
n«i unto you with our beloved Barnabas 
md Paul, mm that hive hazarded their Eves 
br the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, We 
lave sent therefore Judas and Silas, who 
ihall also tell you the same things by mouth, 
for it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and 
;o «$, to lay upon you no greater burden than 
these necessary things; that ye abstain from 
meats offered to idols, and from blood, and 
from things strangled, and from fornication; 
from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do 
well. Fare ye well. 


So when they were dismissed, they came 
to Antioch; and when they had gathered 
the multitude together, they delivered the 
epistle: which when they had read, they re- 
joiced for the consolation. And Judas and 
Silas, being prophets also themselves, ex- 
torted the brethren with many words, and 
confirmed them. And after they had tarried 
there a space, they were let go in peace from 
the brethren unto the apostles. Notwith- 
standing it pleased Silas to abide there still 
Paul also and Barnabas continued in Antioch, 
teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, 
with many others also. 


THE SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY The Acts of the Apostles 1 5, 36 — 18, 22 

If faith is the keyword of the first journey, freedom is the keyword of the second. It 
appears frequently in the epistles that have links with this journey , and its character is 
illustrated by many of the events that mark the progress of the mission. Paul seems, at 
this time, to have been feeling what is again to-day stirring in our consciousness — the 
dignity conferred on man by the gift of freedom, and the impossibility of measuring, or 
even anticipating, the glory that would come to mankind from its right exercise , For 
freedom of soul is the essential condition of creative activity — the first step to a new 
creation. And as we travel with the apostle these thoughts are confirmed by what we 
see. Men and women are liberated by the Gospel. It is its purpose to free the soul from 
all that enslaves, paralyses, and imprisons it; from its fears of death and the unknown, 
from its bondage to evil and sin, from its foolish habits and its feeble will. 

of by the brethren that were at Lystra and 
Iconium. Him would Paul have to go forth 
with him; and took and circumcised him be- 
cause of the Jews which were in those quar- 
ters: for they knew all that his father was a 
Greek. And as they went through the cities, 
they delivered them the decrees for to keep, 
that were ordained of the apostles and elders 
which were at Jerusalem. And so were the 
churches established in the faith, and in- 
creased in number daily. 

A Man of Macedonia 

Now when they had gone throughout 
Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were 
forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the 
word in Asia, after they were come to Mysia, 
they assayed to go into Bithynia; but the 
Spirit suffered them not. And they passing 
by Mysia came down to Troas, And a vision 
appeared to Paul in the night; There stood 
a man 1 of Macedonia, and prayed him, say- 
ing, Come over into Macedonia, and help us. 

1 Was this man Lttke, the writer of this book of Acts and of the Gospel that bears his name? From eh. 16, 10 
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AND some days after Paul said unto Barna- 
bas, Let us go again and visit our brethren 
in every city where we have preached the 
word of the Lord, and see how they do. And 
Barnabas determined to take with them John, 
whose surname was Mark. But Paul thought 
not good to take him with them, who de- 
parted from them from Pamphylia, and went 
not with them to the work. And the conten- 
tion was so sharp between them, that they 
departed asunder one from the other: and so 
Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus ; 
and Paul chose Silas, and departed, being re- 
commended by the brethren unto the grace 
of God. And he went through Syria and 
Cilicia, confirming the churches. 

The Call of Timothy 

1 Then came he 1 to Derbe and Lystra: and, 
behold, a certain disciple was there, named 
Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, 
which was a Jewess, and believed; but his 
father was a Greek: which was well reported 
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And after he had seen the vision, immedi- 
ately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia, 
assuredly gathering that the Lord had called 
us for to preach the gospel unto them. 

The Conversion 0 / Lydia 

Therefore loosing from Troas, we came 
with a straight course to Samothracia, and 
the next day to Meapolis; and from thence to 
Philippi, which is the chief city of that part 
of Macedonia, and a colony: and we were in 
that city abiding certain days. And on the 
sabbath we went out of the city by a river 
side, where prayer was wont to be made; and 
we sat down, and spake unto the women 
which resorted thither. And a certain woman 
named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city 
of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard 
us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she 
attended unto the things which were spoken 
of Paul. And when she was baptized, and 
her household, she besought us, saying, If ye 
have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 
come into my house, and abide there. And 
she constrained us. 

A Girl Set Free 

And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, 
a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of 
divination met us, which brought her mas- 
ters much gain by soothsaying: the same fol- 
lowed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These 
men are the servants of the most high God, 
which shew unto us the way of salvation. 
And this did she many days. But Paul, being 
grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I com- 
mand thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come 
out of her. And he came out the same hour. 

Prison Doors Opened 

And when her masters saw that the hope 
of their gains was gone, they caught Paul and 
Silas, and drew them into the marketplace 
unto the rulers, and brought them to the 
magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, 
do exceedingly trouble our city, and teach 
customs, which are not lawful for us to re- 
ceive, neither to observe, being Romans. 
And the multitude rose up together against 
them: and the magistrates rent off their 
clothes, and commanded to beat them. And 
when they had laid many stripes upon them, 
they cast them into prison, charging the 
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jailor to keep them safely: who, having re- 
ceived such a charge, thrust them into the 
inner prison, and made their feet fast in the 
stocks. And at midnight Paul and Silas 
prayed, and sang praises unto God : and the 
prisoners heard them. And suddenly there 
was a great earthquake, so that the founda- 
tions of the prison were shaken: and im- 
mediately all the doors were opened, and 
every one’s bands were loosed. And the 
keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, 
and seeing the prison doors open, he drew 
out his sword, and would have killed himself, 
supposing that the prisoners had been fled. 
But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying. Do 
thyself no harm : for we are all here. Then he 
called for a light, and sprang in, and came 
trembling, and fell down before Paul and 
Silas, and brought them out, and said, Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved? And they 
said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house. And 
they spake unto him the word of the Lord, 
and to all that were in his house. And he 
took them the same hour of the night, and 
washed their stripes ; and was baptized, he 
and all his, straightway. And when he had 
brought them into his house, he set meat 
before them, and rejoiced, believing in God 
with all his house. 

And when it was day, the magistrates sent 
the serjeants, saying. Let those men go. And 
the keeper of the prison told this saying to 
Paul, The magistrates have sent to let you 
go: now therefore depart, and go in peace. 
But Paul said unto them. They have beaten 
us openly uncondemned, being Romans, and 
have cast us into prison; and now do they 
thrust us out privily ? nay verily; but let them 
come themselves and fetch us out. And the 
serjeants told these words unto the magis- 
trates: and they feared, when they heard 
that they were Romans. And they came and 
besought them, and brought them out, and 
desired them to depart out of the city. And 
they went out of the prison, and entered into 
the house of Lydia: and when they had seen 
the brethren, they comforted them, and 
departed. 

In a Free City 

Now when they had passed through Am- 
phipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thes- 


the narrative contains a number of passages known as the Ve ! passages, because the writer there uses the first 
personal pronoun, whereas in the rest of his account the third person is. used.';' These ‘we passages are chs. 16, 
t/v-tt* r— d8,;l6. 
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salonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews; 
and Pauls as Ms manner was* went in unto 
them, and three sabbath days reasoned with 
them out of the scriptures, opening and 
alleging, that Christ must needs hive suf- 
fered, and risen again from the dead; and 
that this Jesus, whom 1 preach unto you, is 
Christ. And some of them believed, and 
consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the 
devout Greeks a, great multitude, and of the 
chief women not a few. But the Jews which 
believed not, moved with envy, took unto 
them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, 
and gathered a company, and set aU the city 
on an uproar, and assaulted the house of 
Jason, and sought to bring them out to the 
people. And when they found them not, 
they drew Jason and certain ' brethren unto 
the rulers of the city, crying, These that have 
turned the world upside down are come 
hither also; whom Jason hath received: and 
these all do contrary to the decrees of Csesar, 
saying that there is another king, one Jesus. 
And they troubled the people and the rulers 
of the .city, when they heard these things. 
And when they had taken security of Jason, 
and of the other, they let them go. 

Among the Greeks 

And the brethren immediately sent away 
Paul .and Silas by night unto Berea: who 
. coming thither went into the synagogue of 
the Jews, These were more noble than those 
in Thessaionica, in that they received the 
word with aU readiness of mind, and searched 
the scriptures daily, whether those things 
were so. Therefore many of them believed; 
also of honourable women ■ which were 
Greeks, and of men, not a few. But when the 
Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge that the 
word of God was preached of Paul at Berea, 
they came thither also, and stirred up the 
people* And then immediately the brethren 
sent away Paul to go as it were to the sea; but 
Silas and Timotheus abode there still And 
they that conducted Paul brought him unto 
Athens: and receiving a commandment 
unto Silas and Timotheus for to come to 
Mm with all speed, they departed. 

At Athens 

Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, 
his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw 
the city wholly given to idolatry. Therefore 


disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, 
and with the devout persons, and in the mar- 
ket daily with them that met with him. Then 
certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and 
of the Stoleks, encountered him. And some 
said, What will this babbler say ? other some, 
He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange 
gods: because he preached unto them Jesus, 
and the resurrection. And they took Mm, 
and brought him unto Areopagus, saying, 
May we know what this new doctrine, where- 
of thou speakest, is? For thou bringest cer- 
tain strange tMngs to our ears; we would 
know therefore what these things mean* 
(For ail the Athenians and strangers which 
were there spent their time in nothing else, 
but either to tell, or to hear some new thing.) 

Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars’ Mil, 
and said. Ye men of Athens, 1 perceive that 
in all things ye are too superstitious. For as 
I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I 
found an altar with this inscription, TO THE 
UNKNOWN GOD* Whom, therefore ye 
ignorantly worship, him declare 1 unto you. 
God that made the world and all things 
therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and 
earth, dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands; neither is worshipped with men’s 
hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing 
he giveth to all life, and breath, and aH 
things; and hath made of one blood aU 
nations of men for to dwell on all the face 
of the earth, and hath determined die times 
before appointed, and the bounds of their 
habitation; that they should seek the Lord, 
if haply they might feel after him, and find 
him, though he be not far from every one of 
us: for in him we live, and move, and have 
our being; as certain also of your own poets 
have said. For we are also Ms offspring. 
Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of 
God, we ought not to think that the Godhead 
is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven 
by art and man’s device. And the rimes of 
this ignorance God winked at; but now com- 
mandeth all men every where to repent; 
because he hath appointed a day, in the 
which he will judge the world in righteous- 
ness by that man whom he hath ordained; 
whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, 
in that he hath raised him from the dead. 

And when they heard of the resurrection 
of the dead, some mocked: and others said. 
We will hear thee again of this matter. So 
Paul departed from among them. Howbeit 
certain men clave unto him, and believed: 
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this city. And he continued there a year and 
six months* teaching the word of God among 
them. 

And when Gallic was the deputy of Achaia, 
the Jews made insurrection with one accord 
against Paul* and brought him to the judg- 
ment seat* saying* This fellow persuadeth 
men to worship God contrary to the law. 
And when Paul was now about to open his 
mouth* Gallic said unto the Jews, If it were 
a matter of wrong or wicked lewdness* O ye 
Jews* reason would that I should bear with 
you: but if it be a question of words and 
names* and of your law* look ye to it; for I 

will be no judge of such matters. 

drave them from the judgment seat. Then 
all the Greeks took Sosthenes* the chief ruler 
of the synagogue, and beat him before the 


judgment seat* And Gallic cared for none 
of those things. 

And Paul after this tarried there yet a good 
while* and then took Ms leave of the breth- 
ren* and sailed thence into Syria* and with 
him Priscilla and Aquila; having shorn Ms 
head in Cendirea: for he had a vow. And 
he came to Ephesus, and left them there: but 
he himself entered into the synagogue* and 
reasoned with the Jews. When they desired 
him to tarry longer time with them* he con- 
sented not; but bade them farewell* saying* 
I must by all means keep this feast that 
comem in Jerusalem: but I w ill return again 
And he unto you, if God will. And he sailed from 
Ephesus. And when he had landed at 
Caesarea* and gone up* and saluted the 
church* he went down to Antioch. 

THE THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY The Acts of the Apostles 1 8 , 23-2 1 , 16 

The dominant note of this section is fellowship, and it completes the threefold revelation 
of the Apostle s missionary work * that the keywords of the Gospel for the world are 
taith. Freedom, and Fellowship. Friends new and old gather round Paul at Ephesus 
and, at the other places he visits, there are meetings and farewells that breathe the spirit 
of a true and noble fellowship. From his epistles we learn that at this time the Apostle 
instituted a collection for the poor and needy saints at Jerusalem. How different from 
the temper of the guild of Ephesian silversmiths, who cared for no one but themselves, and 
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saying unto the people* that they should be- 
lieve on him which should come after him* 
that is* on Christ Jesus. When they heard 
this* they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his 
hands upon them* the Holy Ghost came on 
them; and they spake with tongues* and 
prophesied. And all the men were about 
twelve. 

And he went into the synagogue* and spake 
boldly for the space of three months* disput- 
ing and persuading the things concerning 
the kingdom of God. But when divers were 
hardened* and believed not* but spake evil 
of that way before the multitude* he de- 
parted from them* and separated the dis- 
ciples* disputing daily in the school of one 
Tyrannus, And this continued by the space 
of two years; so that all they which dwelt in 
Ask heard the word of the Lord Jesus* both 
Jews and Greeks. And God wrought special 
miracles by the hands of Paul: so that from 
his body were brought unto the sick hand- 
kerchiefs or aprons* and the diseases de- 
parted from them* and the evil spirits went 
out of them. Then certain of the vagabond 
Jews* exorcists* took upon them to call over 
them which had evil spirits the name of the 
Lord Jesus, saying* We adjure you by Jesus 
whom Paul preacheth. And there were seven 
sons of one Sceva* a Jew* and chief of the 
priests, which did so. And the evil spirit 
answered and said* Jesus I know* and Paul 
I know; but who are ye? And the man in 
whom the evil spirit was leaped on them* and 
overcame them, and prevailed against them* 
so that they fled out of that house naked and 
wounded. And this was known to all the 
Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; 
and fear fell on them all, and the name of the 
Lord Jesus was magnified. And many that 
believed came* and confessed, and shewed 
their deeds. Many of than also which used 
curious arts brought their books together* 
and burned them before all men: and they ■ 
counted the price of them* and found it fifty 
thousand pieces of silver. So mightily grew 
the word of God and prevailed. 

After these things were ended* Paul pur- 
posed in the spirit* when he had passed 
through Macedonia and Achaia* to go to 
Jerusalem, saying* After I have been there* 

I must also see Rome. So he sent into Mace- 
donia two of them that ministered unto him, 
Timotheus and Erastus; but he himself 
stayed in Asia for a season. 


Diana? s Temple 

And the same time there arose no small 
stir about that way. For a certain man named 
Demetrius* a silversmith* which made silver 
shrines for Diana* brought no small gain 
unto the craftsmen; whom he called together 
with the workmen of like occupation* and 
said* Sirs* ye know that by this craft we have 
our wealth. Moreover ye see and hear* that 
not alone at Ephesus, but almost throughout 
all Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and turned 
away much people* saying that they be no 
gods* which are made with hands: so that 
not only this our craft is in danger to be set 
at nought; but also that the temple of the 
great goddess Diana should be despised, and 
her magnificence should be destroyed, whom 
all Asia and the world worshipped!. And 
when they heard these sayings* they were 
full of wrath* and cried out* saying. Great is 
Diana of the Ephesians. And the whole city 
was filled with confusion: and having caught 
Gaius and Aristarchus* men of Macedonia* 
Paul’s companions in travel* they rushed 
with one accord into the theatre. And when 
Paul would have entered in unto the people* 
the disciples, suffered him not. And certain 
of the chief of Asia* which were his friends* 
sent unto him* desiring him that he would 
not adventure himself into the theatre. Some 
therefore cried one thing, and some another: 
for the assembly was confused ; and the more 
part knew not wherefore they were come to- 
gether. And they drew Alexander out of the 
multitude, the Jews putting him forward. 
And Alexander beckoned with the hand* and 
would have made his defence unto the people. 
But when they knew that he was a Jew, all 
with one voice about the space of two hours 
cried out, Great is Diana of the Ephesians. 
And when the townclerk had appeased the 
people* he said. Ye men of Ephesus* what 
man is there that knoweth not how that the 
city of the Ephesians is a worshipper of the 
great goddess Diana* and of the image which 
fell down from Jupiter? Seeing then that 
these things cannot be spoken against, ye 
ought to be quiet, and to do nothing rashly. 
For ye have brought hither these men* which 
are neither robbers of churches* nor yet 
blasphemers of your goddess. Wherefore if 
Demetrius, and the craftsmen which are 
with him* have a matter against any man, the 
law is open, and there are deputies : let them 
implead one another. But if ye inquire any 
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thing concerning other matters# it shall be 
determined in a lawful assembly. For we 
are in danger to be called in question for this 
day's uproar# there being no cause whereby 
we may give an account of this concourse* 
And when he had thus spoken# he dismissed 
the assembly. 


A Visit to Greece 



And after the uproar was ceased# Paul 
called unto him the disciples, and embraced 
them, and departed for to go into Macedonia. 
And when he had gone over those parts, and 
had given them much exhortation# he came 
into Greece# and there abode three months. 
And when die Jews laid wait for him# as he 
was about to sail into Syria# he purposed to 
return through Macedonia. And there ac- 
companied him into Asia Sopater of Berea; 
and of the Thessalomans# Aristarchus and 
Secundus; and Gains of Derbe# and Time- 
theus ; and of Asia# Tychicus and Trophimus. 
These going before tarried for us at Troas. 
And we sailed away from Philippi after the 
days of unleavened bread# and came unto 
them to Troas in five days; where we abode 
seven days. 

A Farewell Meeting 

And upon the first day of the week, when 
the disciples came together to break bread# 
Paul preached unto them# ready to depart 
on the morrow; and continued his speech 
until midnight. And there were many lights 
in the upper chamber# where they were 
gathered together. And there sat in a win- 
dow a certain young man named Eutychus# 
being fallen into a deep sleep; and as Paul 
was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, 
and fell down from the third loft# and was 
taken up dead. And Paul went down, and 
fell on him# and embracing him said# Trouble 
not yourselves; for his life is in him. When 
he therefore was come up again# and had 
and eaten# and talked a long 
break of day# so he departed, 
brought the young man alive# and 
a little comforted. 


And we went before to ship# and sailed 
unto Assos# there intending to take in Paul: 
for so had he appointed# minding himself to 


go afoot. And when he met with us at Assos# 
we took him in# and came to Mitylene. And 
we sailed thence# and came the next day over 
against Chios; and the next day we arrived 
at Samos# and tarried at Trogyllium; and 
the next day we came to Miletus. For Paul 
had determined to sail by Ephesus, because 
he would not spend the time in. Ask : for he 
hasted# if it were possible for him# to be at 
Jerusalem the day of Pentecost. 

A Farewell to the Ephesians 

And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus# and 
called the elders of the church. And when 
they were come to him# he said unto them# 
Ye know, from the first day that I came into 
Asia# after what manner I have been with 
you at all seasons# serving the Lord with all 
humility of mind, and with many tears# and 
temptations# which befell me by the lying in 
wait of the Jews; and how I kept back no- 
thing that was profitable unto you# but have 
shewed you# and have taught you publiekly# 
and from house to house, testifying both to 
the Jews# and also to the Greeks# repentance 
toward God, and. faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ. And now# behold, I go bound in. the 
spirit unto Jerusalem# not knowing the things 
that shall befall me there: save that the Holy 
Ghost witnessed! in every city# saying that 
bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of 
these things move me# neither count 1 my 
life dear unto myself# so that I might finish 
my course with joy# and the ministry# which 
I have received of the Lord Jesus# to testify 
the gospel of the grace of God. And now# 
behold# I know that ye all, among whom I 
have gone preaching the kingdom of God# 
shall see my face no more. Wherefore I take 
you to record this day, that 1 am pure from 
the blood of ail men. For 1 have not shunned 
to declare unto you all the counsel of God* 
Take heed therefore unto yourselves# and to 
all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost 
hath made you overseers# to feed the church 
of God# which he hath purchased with his 
own blood. For I know this# that after my 
departing shall grievous wolves enter in 
among you# not sparing the flock.. Also of 
your own selves shall men arise# speaking 
perverse things# to draw away disciples after 
them. Therefore watch# and remember# that 
by the space of three years I ceased not to 
warn every one night and day with tears. 
And now# brethren# I commend you to God# 
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and to the word of Ms grace, which is able 
to build you up, and to give you an inherit- 
ance among all them which are sanctified. 
I have coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or 
apparel. Yea, ye yourselves know, that these 
hands have ministered unto my necessities, 
and to them that were with me, I have 
shewed you all things, how that so labouring 
ye ought to support the weak, and to remem- 
ber the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, 
It is more blessed to give than to receive. 

And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled 
down, and prayed with them all. And they 
all wept sore, and fell on Paul’s neck, and 
kissed him, sorrowing most of all for the 
words which he spake, that they should see 
Ms face no more. And they accompaMed 
him unto the $Mp. 

A Friendly Warning 

And it came to pass, that after we were 
gotten from them, and had launched, we 
came with a straight course unto Coos, and 
the day following unto Rhodes, and from 
thence unto Patara : and finding a sMp sailing 
over unto Phenicia, we went aboard, and set 
forth. Now when we had discovered Cyprus, 
we left it on the left hand, and sailed into 
Syria, and landed at Tyre: for there the sMp 
was to unlade her burden. And finding dis- 
ciples, we tarried there seven days : who said 
to Paul through the Spirit, that he should not 
go up to Jerusalem. And when we had ac- 
complished those days, we departed and went 
our way; and they all brought us on our way, 
with wives and cMldren, till we were out of 
the city: and we kneeled down on the shore. 


and prayed. And when we had taken our 
leave one of another, we took sMp ; and they 
returned home again. 

The Apostle's Resolve 

And when we had finished our course from 
Tyre, we came to Ptolemais, and saluted the 
brethren, and abode with them one day. And 
the next day we that were of Paul’s company 
departed, and came unto Caesarea: and we 
entered into the house of Philip the evan- 
gelist, wMch was one of the seven; and abode 
with him. And the same man had four daugh- 
ters, virgins, wMch did prophesy. And as 
we tarried there many days, there came down 
from Judaea a certain prophet, named Aga- 
bus. And when he was come unto us, he 
took Paul’s girdle, and bound Ms own hands 
and feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy 
Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind 
the man that owneth this girdle, and shall 
deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles. 
And when we heard these tMngs, both we, 
and they of that place, besought Mm not to 
go up to Jerusalem. Then Paul answered. 
What mean ye to weep and to break mine 
heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, 
but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of 
the Lord Jesus. And when he would not be 
persuaded, we ceased, saying. The will of the 
Lord be done. 

And after those days we took up our car- 
riages, and went up to Jerusalem. There 
went with us also certain of the disciples of 
Caesarea, and brought with them one Mnason 
of Cyprus, an old disciple, with whom we 
should lodge. 


FROM THE DAYS OF THE APOSTLES TO OUR OWN TIME 


According to the latest figures, there are to-day nearly 700 million Christians in the world. Granting that 
in such a list the name Christian is used in its broadest sense, and that generous allowances must be made tor 
statistics of this character, the figures still are a striking witness to the growing influence of Christianity. Ana 
more so when their rate of increase is considered. From available statistics there were 50 million Christians 
at the end of the tenth century. Five centuries later the number had grown to too millions, and m three more 
centuries this figure was doubled. At the end of the next hundred years, that is by a.d. 1900, the number 
approached 500 millions. The figures are still growing. What power for God and righteousness this host 
might wield! 






CREATORS IN CHAINS 

THE WORK OF THE LORD OF LIFE IMPEDED 

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES CHAPTERS 21, 3 7—28, 31 

It must not be thought , from the emphasis tee are giving to the creative work of the 
Gospel, that we do not appreciate as we should the redemptive mission of our Lord. 
We would emphatically declare that the first, and ever the most beloved name of Jesus, 
is that of our Redeemer. But for what purpose are we redeemed? Surely that we might 
become sons of God, bearing the image and spirit of our Creator, entering as sons into 
His creative purpose, and using all the creative gifts He has bestowed upon us for its 
realization. How great is our calling — to be creators , with Him, of a new humanity! 
What a calling for the times in which we live! And what an opportunity! But what is 
the position ? Christianity is in chains. Its creative forces are bound to-day, as in the 
latter days of Paul's heroic life, by political considerations in foreign countries, and by 
social and religious conventions in our own country. Fortunately the Cause of God goes 
ahead in spite of bonds, often by means of them; but what triumphs it could achieve if it 
were free! 
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THE APOSTLE IN CHAINS 

k ND when we were come to Jerusalem, 
the brethren received us gladly. 
And the day following Paul went 
> in with us unto James; and all the 
elders were present. And when he had 
saluted them, he declared particularly what 
things God had wrought among the Gentiles 
by his ministry. And when they heard it, 
they glorified the Lord, and said unto him, 
Thou seest, brother, how many thousands 
of Jews there are which believe; and they are 
all zealous of the law : and they are informed 
of thee, that thou teaches t all the Jews which 
are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, 
saying that they ought not to circumcise their 
children, neither to walk after the customs. 
What is it therefore? the multitude must 
needs come together: for they will hear that 
thou art come. Do therefore this that we say 
to thee: We have four men which have a vow 
on them; them take, and purify thyself with 
them, and be at charges with them, that they 
may shave their heads: and all may know 
that those things, whereof they were in- 
formed concerning thee, are nothing; but 
that thou thyself also walkest orderly, and 
keepest the law. As touching the Gentiles 
which believe, we have written and con- 


The Arts of the Apostles 21, 1 7 — 26, 32 

eluded that they observe no such thing, save 
only that they keep themselves from, things 
offered to idols, and from blood, and from 
strangled, and from fornication. Then Paul 
took the men, and the next day purifying 
himself with them entered into the temple, 
to signify the accomplishment of the days of 
purification, until that an offering should be 
offered for every one of them. 

Under Roman Protection 

And when the seven days were almost 
ended, the Jews which were of Asia, when 
they saw him in the temple, stirred up all the 
people, and laid hands on him, crying out, 
Men of Israel, help: This is the man, that 
teacheth all men every where against the 
people, and the law, and this place: and 
further brought Greeks also into the temple, 
and hath polluted this holy place. (For they 
had seen before with him in the city Tro- 
phimus an Ephesian, whom they supposed 
that Paul had brought into the temple.) And 
all the city was moved, and the people ran 
together: and they took Paul, and drew him 
out of the temple: and forthwith the doors 
were shut. And as they went about to kill 
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him, tidings came unto the chief captain of 
the band* that ail Jerusalem was in an uproar. 
Who immediately took soldiers and cen- 
turions, and ran down unto them: and when 
they saw the chief captain and die soldiers, 
they left beating of Paul. Then the chief 
captain came near, and took him, and com- 
manded him to be bound with two chains; 
and demanded who he was, and what he had 
done. And some cried one thing, some an- 
other, among the multitude: and when he 
could not know the certainty for the tumult, 
he commanded him to be carried into the 
castle. And when he came upon the stairs, 
so it was, that he was borne of the soldiers 
for the violence of the people. For the mul- 
titude of the people followed after, crying. 
Away with him. 

PauTs Defeme 

And as Paul was to be led into the castle, 
he said unto the chief captain, May I speak 
unto thee? Who said, Canst thou speak 
Greek? Art not thou that Egyptian, which 
before these days madest an uproar, and 
leddest out into the wilderness four thousand 
men that were murderers ? But Paul said, I 
am a man which am a Jew of Tarsus, a city 
in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city: and, I 
beseech thee, suffer me to speak unto the 
people. And when he had given him licence, 
Paul stood on the stairs, and beckoned with 
the hand unto the people. And when there 
was made a great silence, he spake unto them 
in the Hebrew tongue, saying, 

Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my 
defence which I make now unto you. (And 
when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew 
tongue to them, they kept the more silence: 
arid he saith,) I am verily a man which am a 
Jew, bom in' Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet 
brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, 
and taught according to the perfect manner 
of the law of the fathers, and was zealous to- 
ward God, as ye all are this day. And I per- 
secuted this way unto the death, binding and 
delivering into prisons both men and women. 
As also the high priest doth bear me witness, 
and all the estate of the elders: from whom 
also I received letters unto the brethren, and 
went to Damascus, to bring them which 
were there bound unto Jerusalem, for to be 
punished. And it came to pass, that, as I 
made my journey, and was come nigh unto 
Damascus about noon, suddenly there shone 
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from heaven a great light round about me. 
And I fell unto the ground, and heard a voice 
saying unto me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me? And I answered. Who art thou, 
Lord? And he said unto me, I am Jesus of 
Nazareth, whom thou persecutest. And they 
that were with me saw indeed the light, and 
were afraid; but they heard not the voice of 
him that spake to me. And I said, What shall 
I do. Lord? And the Lord said unto me, 
Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it 
shall be told thee of all things which are 
appointed for thee to do. And when I could 
not see for the glory of that light, being led 
by the hand of them that were with me, I 
came into Damascus. And one Ananias, a 
devout man according to the law, having a 
good report of all the Jews which dwelt 
there, came unto me, and stood, and said 
unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. 
And the same hour I looked up upon him. 
And he said, The God of our fathers hath 
chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his 
will, and see that Just One, and shouldest 
hear the voice of his mouth. For thou shalt 
be his witness unto all men of what thou hast 
seen and heard. And now why tarriest thou? 
arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy 
sins, calling on the name of the Lord. And 
it came to pass, that, when I was come again 
to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the 
temple, I was in a trance ; and saw him say- 
ing unto me, Make haste, and get thee quickly 
out of Jerusalem: for they will not receive 
thy testimony concerning me. And I said, 
Lord, they know that I imprisoned and beat 
in every synagogue them that believed on 
thee: and when the blood of thy martyr 
Stephen was shed, I also was standing by, 
and consenting unto his death, and kept the 
raiment of them that slew him. And he said 
unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far 
hence unto the Gentiles. 

And they gave him audience unto this 
word, and then lifted up their voices, and 
said, Away with such a fellow from the earth: 
for it is not fit that he should live. And as 
they cried out, and cast off their clothes, and 
threw dust into the air, the chief captain 
commanded him to be brought into the 
castle, and bade that he should be examined 
by scourging; that he might know where- 
fore they cried so against him. And as they 
bound him with thongs, Paul said unto the 
centurion that stood by. Is it lawful for 
you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and 
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uncondemned? When the centurion heard 
that, he went and told the chief captain, say- 
ing, Take heed what thou doest; for this man 
is a Roman* Then the chief captain came, 
and said unto him. Tell me, art thou a 
Roman? He said. Yea, And the chief captain 
answered. With a great sum obtained I this 
freedom. And Paul said. But I was free 
bom. Then straightway they departed from 
him which should have examined him: and 
the chief captain also was afraid, after he 
knew that he was a Roman, and because he 
had bound him. 

On the morrow, because he would have 
known the certainty wherefore he was ac- 
cused of the Jews, he loosed him from his 
bands, and commanded :he chief priests and 
all their council to appear, and brought Paul 
down, and set him before them. 

Paul Before the Council 

And Paul, earnestly beholding the coun- 
cil, said. Men and brethren, I have lived in 
all good conscience before God until this 
day. And the high priest Ananias com- 
manded them that stood by him to smite him 
on the mouth. Then said Paul unto him, 
God shall smite thee, thou whited wall: for 
sittest thou to judge me after the law, and 
commandest me to be smitten contrary to 
the law? And they that stood by said, Re- 
vilest thou God's high priest? Then said 
Paul, I wist not, brethren, that he was the 
high priest: for it is written. Thou shalt not 
speak evil of the ruler of thy people. But 
when Paul perceived that the one part were 
Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried 
out in the council, Men and brethren, I am 
a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee : of the hope 
and resurrection of the dead I am called in 
question. And when he had so said, there 
arose a dissension between the Pharisees 
and the Sadducees: and the multitude was 
divided. For the Sadducees say that there 
is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: 
but the Pharisees confess both. And there 
arose a great cry: and the scribes that were 
of the Pharisees' part arose, and strove, say- 
" ing. We find no evil in this man: but if a 
spirit or an angel hath spoken to him, let us 
not fight against God. And when there arose 
a great dissension, the chief captain, fearing 
lest Paul should have been pulled in pieces 
of them, commanded the soldiers to go down, 
and to take him by force from among them, 
and to bring him into the castle. 


The Lord Stood by Him 

And the night following the Lord stood 
by him, and said. Be of good cheer, Paul: for 
as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so 
must thou bear witness also at Rome. 

A Plot Against His Life 

And when it was day, certain of the Jews 
banded together, and bound themselves un- 
der a curse, saying that they would neither 
eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. And 
they were more than forty which had made 
this conspiracy. And they came to the chief 
priests and elders, and said, We have bound 
ourselves under a great curse, that we will 
eat nothing until we have slain Paul. Now 
therefore ye with the council signify to the 
chief captain that he bring him down unto 
you to morrow, as though ye would inquire 
something more perfectly concerning him: 
and we, or ever he come near, art ready to 
kill him. And when Paul's sister's son heard 
of then lying in wait, he went and entered 
into the castle, and told Paul. Then Paul 
called one of the centurions unto Mm, and 
said, Bring this young man unto the chief 
captain: for he hath a certain thing to tell 
him. So he took him, and brought him to 
the chief captain, and said, Paul the prisoner 
called me unto him, and prayed me to bring 
this young man unto thee, who hath some- 
thing to say unto thee. Then the chief cap- 
tain took him by the hand, and went with 
him aside privately, and asked him. What is 
that thou hast to tel me? And he said. The 
Jews have agreed to desire thee that thou 
wouldest bring down Paul to morrow into 
the council, as though they would inquire 
somewhat of Mm more perfectly. But do 
not thou yield unto them: for there lie in 
wait for Mm of them more than forty men, 
which have bound themselves with an oath, 
that they will neither eat nor drink till they 
have killed Mm: and now are they ready, 
looking for a promise from thee. So the 
chief captain then let the young man depart, 
and charged him. See thou tell no man that 
thou hast shewed these things to me. And 
he called unto him two centurions, saying. 
Make ready two hundred soldiers to go to 
Caesarea, and horsemen threescore 'and ten, 
and spearmen two hundred, at the third 
hour of the night; and provide them beasts, 
that they may set Paul on, and bring Mm 
safe unto Felix the governor. 
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A Letter to the Governor 

And he wrote a letter after this manner; 
Claudius Lysias unto the most excellent 
governor Felix sendeth greeting. This man 
was taken of the Jews, and should have been 
killed of them: then came I with an army* 
and rescued him, having understood that he 
was a Roman. And when I would have 
known the cause wherefore they accused 
him, I brought him forth into their council: 
whom I perceived to be accused of questions 
of their law, but to have nothing laid to his 
charge worthy of death or of bonds. And 
when it was told me how that the Jews laid 
wait for the man, I sent straightway to thee, 
and gave commandment to his accusers also 
to say before thee what they had against him. 
Farewell 

Paul before Felix and Festus 

Then the soldiers, as it was commanded 
them, took Paul, and brought him by night 
to Antipatris. On the morrow they left the 
horsemen to go with him, and returned to 
the castle: who, when they came to Caesarea, 
and delivered the epistle to the governor, 
presented Paul also before him. And when 
the governor had read the letter, he asked 
of what province he was. And when he 
understood that he was of Cilicia; I will hear 
thee, said he, when thine accusers are also 
come. And he commanded him to be kept 
in Herod’s judgment hall. 

And after live days Ananias the high priest 
descended with the elders, and with a certain 
orator named Tertullus, who informed the 
governor against Paul And when he was 
called forth, Tertullus began to accuse him, 
saying, Seeing that by thee we enjoy great 
quietness, and that very worthy deeds are 
done unto this nation by thy providence, we 
accept it always, and in all places, most noble 
Felix, with all thankfulness. Notwithstand- 
ing, that I be not further tedious unto thee, 
I pray thee that thou wouldest hear us of thy 
clemency a few words. For we have found 
this man a pestilent fellow, and a mover of 
sedition among all the Jews throughout the 
world, and a ringleader of the sect of the 
Nazarenes : who also hath gone about to pro- 
fane the temple: whom we took, and would 
have judged according to our law. But the 
chief captain Lysias came upon us, and with 
great violence took him away out of our 


hands, commanding his accusers to come 
unto thee: by examining of whom thyself 
mayest take knowledge of all these things, 
whereof we accuse him. And the Jews also 
assented, saying that these things were so. 

Then Paul, after that the governor had 
beckoned unto him to speak, answered. For- 
asmuch as I know that thou hast been of 
many years a judge unto this nation, I do 
the more cheerfully answer for myself: be- 
cause that thou mayest understand, that 
there are yet but twelve days since I went 
up to Jerusalem for to worship. And they 
neither found me in the temple disputing 
with any man, neither raising up the people, 
neither in the synagogues, nor in the city: 
neither can they prove the things whereof 
they now accuse me. But this I confess unto 
thee, that after the way which they call 
heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, 
believing all things which are written in the 
law and in the prophets : and have hope to- 
ward God, which they themselves also allow, 
that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, 
both of the just and unjust. And herein do 
I exercise myself, to have always a conscience 
void of offence toward God, and toward men. 
Now after many years I came to bring alms 
to my nation, and offerings. Whereupon 
certain Jews from Asia found me purified in 
the temple, neither with multitude, nor with 
tumult. Who ought to have been here before 
thee, and object, if they had ought against 
me. Or else let these same here say, if they 
have found any evil doing in me, while I 
stood before the council, except it be for this 
one voice, that I cried standing among them. 
Touching the resurrection of the dead I am 
called in question by you this day. 

And when Felix heard these things, having 
more perfect knowledge of that way, he de- 
ferred them, and said. When Lysias the chief 
captain shall come down, I will know the 
uttermost of your matter. And he com- 
manded a centurion to keep Paul, and to let 
him have liberty, and that he should forbid 
none of his acquaintance to minister or come 
unto him. 

And after certain days, when Felix came 
with his wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, 
he sent for Paul, and heard him concerning 
the faith in Christ. And as he reasoned of 
righteousness, temperance, and judgment to 
come, Felix trembled, and answered. Go thy 
way for this time, when I have a convenient 
season, I will call for thee. He hoped also 




IF ONLY THE WORLD’S METROPOLIS COULD 


The magnitude of Paul's outlook is reflected in his desire to carry the Gospel of Christ 
to the metropolis of the Ancient World, and make the Imperial City the centre of the 
spiritual kingdom of his Lord. His vision becomes the dream of Christians in every 

that money should have been given him of go down with me, and accuse this man, if 

Paul, that he might loose him: wherefore he there be any wickedness in him. 

sent for him the oftener, and communed 

with him. But after two years Porcius Festus A ; ( Q 

came into Felix 5 room: and Felix* willing to 

shew the Jews a pleasure* left Paul bound. And when he had tarried among them 
How when Festus was come into the pro- more than ten days, he went down unto 
vince, after three days he ascended from Caesarea ; and the next day sitting on the judg- 
Caesarea to Jerusalem, Then the high priest ment seat commanded Paul to be brought, 
and the .chief of the Jews informed him And when he was come, the Jews which came 
against Paul* and besought him, and desired down from Jerusalem stood round about* 
favour against him* that he would send for and laid many and grievous complaints 
him to Jerusalem, laying wait in. the way to against Paul* which they could not prove. 
MU him. But Festus answered, that Paul While he answered for himself, Neither 
should be kept at Caesarea* and that he him- against the law of the Jews* neither against 
self would depart shortly thither. Let them the temple* nor yet against Caesar* have I 
therefore, said he, which among you are able* offended any thing at all. But Festus* willing 
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BROUGHT TO SERVE CHRIST’S CAUSE! 

; sss 

d communication with the spirit of righteousness, peace, and good-will 


io the Jews a pleasure, answered Paul, and 
A, Wilt thou go up to Jerusalem, and there 
judged of these things before me? Then 
d Paul, I stand at Casar’s judgment seat, 
tere I ought to be judged: to the Jews have 
lone no wrong, as thou very well lowest 
>r if I be an offender, or have committed 
y thing worthy of death, I refuse not to 
l bu t if there be none of these things 
lereof these accuse me, no man may de- 
-er me unto them. I appeal unto Cesar, 
hen Festus, when he had conferred with 
e council, answered. Hast thou appealed 
ito Caesar? unto Caesar shalt thou go. 

And after certain days king Agnppa and 
emice came unto Caesarea to salute Festus. 
nd when they had been there many days, 


Festus declared Paul’s cause unto the king, 
saying, There is a certain man left in bonds 
by Felix: about whom, when I was at Jeru- 
salem, the chief priests and the elders of the 
Jews informed me, desiring to have judgment 
against him. To whom I answered, It is not 
the manner of the Romans to deliver any 
man to die, before that he which is accused 
have the accusers face to face, and have 
licence to answer for himself concerning the 
crime laid against him. Therefore, when 
they were come hither, without any delay on 
the morrow I sat on the judgment seat, and 
commanded the man to be brought forth. 
Against whom when the accusers stood up, 
thev brought none accusation of such things 
as I supposed: but had certain questions 
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against him of their own superstition, and 
of one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul 
affirmed to be alive* And because I doubted 
of such maimer of questions, I asked him 
whether he would go to Jerusalem, and there 
be judged of these matters. But when Paul had 
appealed to be reserved unto the hearing of 
Augustus, 1 commanded him to be kept till I 
might send him to Caesar. Then Agrippa said 
unto Festus, I would also hear the man myself. 
To morrow, said he, thou shaft hear him. 

Paul before Agrippa 

And on the morrow, when Agrippa was 
come, and Bernice, with great pomp, and 
was entered into the place of hearing, with 
the chief captains, and principal men of the 
city, at Festus* commandment Paul was 
brought forth. And Festus said, King Agrip- 
pa, and all men which are here present with 
us, ye see this man, about whom all the 
multitude of the Jews have dealt with me, 
both at Jerusalem, and also here, crying that 
he ought not to live any longer. But when 
I found that he had committed nothing 
worthy of death, and that he himself hath 
appealed to Augustus, I have determined to 
send him. Of whom I have no certain thing 
to write unto my lord. Wherefore I have 
brought him forth before you, and specially 
before thee, O king Agrippa, that, after 
examination had, I might have somewhat to 
write. For it seemeth to me unreasonable to 
send a prisoner, and not withal to signify the 
crimes laid against him. 

Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art 
permitted to speak for thyself. 

Then Paul stretched forth the hand, and 
answered for himself; I think myself happy, 
king Agrippa, because 1 shall answer for 
myself this day before thee touching all the 
things whereof I am accused of the Jews; 
especially because I know thee to be expert 
in all customs and questions which are among 
the Jews: wherefore I beseech thee to hear 
me patiently. My manner of life from my 
youth, which was at the first among mine 
own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews; 
which knew me from the beginning, if they 
would testify, that after the most straitest 
sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee. And 
now I stand and am judged for the hope of 
the promise made of God unto our fathers; 
unto which promise our twelve tribes, in- 
stantly serving God day and night, hope to 
come. For which hope’s sake, king Agrippa, 


I am accused of the Jews. Why should it be 
thought a thing incredible with you, that 
God should raise the dead? I verily thought 
with myself, that 1 ought to do many things 
contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 
Which thing I also did in Jerusalem; and 
many of the saints did I shut up in prison, 
having received authority from the chief 
priests; and when they were put to death, I 
gave my voice against them. And I punished 
them oft in every synagogue, and compelled 
them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly 
mad against them, I persecuted them even 
unto strange cities. Whereupon as I went 
to Damascus with authority and commission 
from the chief priests, at midday, O king, I 
saw in the way a light from heaven, above 
the brightness of the sun, shining round 
about me and them which journeyed with 
me. And when we were all fallen to the 
earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and 
saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, 
why persecutes! thou me ? it is hard for thee 
to kick against the pricks. And I said. Who 
art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus 
whom thou persecutest. But rise, and stand 
upon thy feet: for 1 have appeared unto thee 
for this purpose, to make thee a minister and 
a witness both of these things which thou 
hast seen, and of those things in the which 
1 will appear unto thee; delivering thee from 
the people, and from the Gentiles, unto 
whom now I send thee, to open their eyes, 
and to turn them from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God, that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins, and inherit- 
ance among them which are sanctified by 
faith that is in me. Whereupon, O king 
Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the 
heavenly vision; but shewed first unto them 
of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and through- 
out all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the 
Gentiles, that they should repent and turn 
to God, and do works meet for repentance. 
For these causes the Jews caught me in the 
temple, and went about to kill me. Having 
therefore obtained help of God, I continue 
unto this day, witnessing both to small and 
great, saying none other things than those 
which the prophets and Moses did say should 
come; that Christ should suffer, and that he 
should be the first that should rise from the 
dead, and should shew light unto the people, 
and to the Gentiles. 

And as he thus spake for himself, Fesms 
said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside 



thyself; much learning doth make thee An 

mad. only 

But he said, I am not mad, most noble were 
Festus; but speak forth the words of truth am, < 
and soberness. For the king knoweth of these Ar 
things, before whom also I speak freely: for rose 
I am persuaded that none of these things are they 
hidden from him ; for this thing was not done gone 
in a corner. King Agrippa, believest thou sayir 
the prophets? I know that thou believest. deat! 

Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou Fest 
persuades! me to be a Christian. libei 
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called Clauda, we had much work to come 
by the boat: which when they had taken up, 
they used helps, undergirding the ship; and, 
fearing lest they should fall into the quick- 
sands, strake sail, and so were driven. And 
we being exceedingly tossed with a tempest, 
the next day they lightened the ship; and the 
third day we cast out with our own hands 
the tackling of the ship. And when neither 
sun nor stars in many days appeared, and no 
small tempest lay on us, all hope that we 
should be saved was then taken away. But 
after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the 
midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye should have 
hearkened unto me, and not have loosed 
from Crete, and to have gained this harm and 
loss. And now I exhort you to be of good 
cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man’s 
life among you, but of the ship. For there 
stood by me this night the angel of God, 
whose I am, and whom I serve, saying. Fear 
not, Paul; thou must be brought before 
Caesar: and, Jo, God hath given thee ail 
them that sail with thee. Wherefore, sirs, 
be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it 
shall be even as it was told me. Howbeit we 
must be cast upon a certain island. 


presence of them all: and when he had 
broken it, he began to eat. Then were they 
all of good cheer, and they also took some 
meat. And we were in all in the ship two 
hundred threescore and sixteen souls. And 
when they had eaten enough, they lightened 
the ship, and cast out the wheat into the sea. 
And when it was day, they knew not the 
land: but they discovered a certain creek 
with a shore, into the which they were 
minded, if It were possible, to thrust in the 
ship. And when they had taken up the an- 
chors, they committed themselves unto the 
sea, and loosed the rudder bands, and hoised 
up the mainsail to the wind, and made to- 
ward shore. And falling into a place where 
two seas met, they ran the ship aground ; and 
the forepart stuck fast, and remained unmove- 
able, but the hinder part was broken with 
the violence of the waves. And the soldiers’ 
counsel was to kill the prisoners, lest any of 
them should swim out, and escape. But the 
centurion, willing to save Paul, kept them 
from their purpose; and commanded that 
they which could swim should cast them- 
selves first into the sea, and get to land : and 
the rest, some on boards, and some on 
broken pieces of the ship. And so it came 
to pass, that they escaped all safe to land. 


The Shipwreck 

But when the fourteenth night was come, 
as we were driven up and down in Adria, 
about midnight the shipmen deemed that 
they drew near to some country; and 
sounded, and found it twenty fathoms: and 
when they had gone a little further, they 
sounded again, and found it fifteen fathoms. 
Then fearing lest we should have fallen upon 
rocks, they cast four anchors out of the stem, 
and wished for the day. And as the shipmen 
were about to dee out of the ship, when they 
had let down the boat into the sea, under 
colour as though they would have cast 
anchors out of the foreship, Paul said to the 
centurion and to the soldiers, Except these 
abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved. Then 
the soldiers cut off the ropes of the boat, and 
let her fall off. And while the day was coming 
on, Paul besought them all to take meat, say- 
ing, This day is the fourteenth day that ye 
have tarried and continued fasting, having 
taken nothing. Wherefore I pray you to take 
some meat: for this is for your health: for 
there shall not an hair fall from the head of 
any of you. And when he had thus spoken, 
he took bread, and gave thanks to God in 


At Malta 

And when they were escaped, then they 
knew that the island was called Mehta. And 
the barbarous people shewed us no little 
kindness: for they kindled a fire, and re- 
ceived us every one, because of the present 
rain, and because of the cold. And when 
Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and 
laid them on the fire, there came a viper out 
of the heat, and fastened on his hand. And 
when the barbarians saw the venomous 
beast hang on his hand, they said among 
themselves, No doubt this man is a murderer, 
whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet 
vengeance suffereth not to Jive, And he 
shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no 
harm. Howbeit they looked when, he should 
have swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly; 
but after they had looked a great while, and 
saw no harm come to him, they changed 
their minds, and said that he was a god. 

In the same quarters were possessions of 
the chief man of the island, whose name was 
Publius; who received us, and lodged us 
three days courteously. And it came to pass, 


that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever 
and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul entered 
in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, 
and healed him. So when this was done, 
others also, which had diseases in the island, 
came, and were healed : who also honoured 
u$ with many honours; and when we de- 
parted, they laded us with such things as 
were necessary. 

From Malta to Rome 

And after three months we departed in a 
ship of Alexandria, which had wintered in 
the isle, whose sign was Castor and Pollux. 
And landing at Syracuse, we tarried there 
three days. And from thence we fetched a 
compass, and came to Rhegium: and after 
one day the south wind blew, and we came 
the next day to Puteoli; where we found 
brethren, and were desired to tarry with 
them seven days: and so we went toward 
Rome, And from thence, when the brethren 
heard of us, they came to meet us as far as 
Appii forum, and The three taverns: whom 
when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took 
courage. 

Paul in Rome 

And when we came to Rome, the cen- 
turion delivered the prisoners to the captain 
of the guard: but Paul was suffered to dwell 
by himself with a soldier that kept him. 

And it came to pass, that after three days 
Paul called the chief of the Jews together: 
and when they were come together, he said 
unto them, Men and brethren, though I have 
committed nothing against the people, or 
customs of our fathers, yet was I delivered 
prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the 
Romans. Who, when they had examined 
me, would have let me go, because there was 
no cause of death in me. But when the Jews 
spake against it, I was constrained to appeal 
unto Caesar; not that I had ought to accuse 
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my nation of. For this cause therefore have 
I called for you, to see you, and to speak 
with you: because that for the hope of Israel 
I am bound with this chain. And they said 
unto him, We neither received letters out of 
Judaea concerning thee, neither any of the 
brethren that came shewed or spake any 
harm of thee. But we desire to hear of thee 
what thou thinkest: for as concerning this 
sect, we know that every where it is spoken 
against. 

And when they had appointed him a day, 
there came many to him into his lodging; to 
whom he expounded and testified the king- 
dom of God, persuading them concerning 
Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out 
of the prophets, from morning till evening. 
And some believed the things which were 
spoken, and some believed not. And when 
they agreed not among themselves, they de- 
parted, after that Paul had spoken one word, 
Weil spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the 
prophet unto our fathers, saying. 

Go unto this people, and say, 

Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not under- 
stand; 

And seeing ye shall see, and not perceive : 
For the heart of this people is waxed gross. 
And their ears are dull of hearing. 

And their eyes have they closed; 

Lest they should see with their eyes. 

And hear with their ears. 

And understand with their heart. 

And should be converted. 

And I should heal them. 

Be it known therefore unto you, that the 
salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, 
and that they will hear it. And when he had 
said these words, the Jews departed, and had 
great reasoning among themselves. 

And Paul dwelt two whole years in his 
own hired house, and received all that came 
in unto him, preaching the kingdom of God, 
and teaching those things which concern the 
Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no 
man forbidding him. 










BOOK 3. CHRISTIANITY 

ITS MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE OF TO-DAY 

THE NEW TESTAMENT ROMANS u REVELATION 

There is a way of reading this last section of the New Testament which makes it a Service 
Manual for Christians . U nfortunately, lo?jg periods of theological controversy have created 
the impression that the Epistles are primarily manuscripts for academic study, rather 
than messages of direction to Christians who are hard pressed in the battle of life ; 
letters from ike field of battle by Christ's great campaigners— which is how we read them . 

Here, Christianity , the Cause that claims man's service, is explained and applied . 
One might have thought that material so important would have been incorporated in a 
charter, or issued in the form of an official declaration of belief and practice . Instead, 
it has been given in the informal phrases of a few friendly letters; and to good purpose. 
For this way emphasizes the fact that Christianity is a personal communication ; that 
it is a message, not a manifesto, sent with a greeting, and an invitation to join the 
holy fellowship . Did ever a cause so great, with a message so vital and a purpose so 
far-reaching, trust its future to such free and informal expression ? And yet , could 
anything but a letter have made its appeal so personal and intimate? 

If, then, we are to get the full value out of these Epistles we must read them as though 
they were personal messages . We must not look upon them, as some do, as if they were 
a bundle of old letters dealing with local church problems or points of doctrine that 
have long since ceased to interest men . We must find in them the link that unites us 
with those who wrote them, and those who received them. And this is not difficult. 
It is the Cause of the Lord which runs through every century; of the Lord who calls 
every generation into His service. The letters are the messages that have passed between 
men in His active service; friends of His who have vowed to make His Cause their 
own. In these letters we meet them and feel that we, too, are part of the great company 
that, from age to age, presses on to the fulfilment of the promises that God has given 
to mankind in Christ . May we not also consider ourselves to be included in the addresses 
the Epistles bear ? For are we not as truly Christian citizens of the world as the Romans, 
the Corinthians, the Galatians, or the Ephesians? 

The present outlook of world citizens gives a new vitality to the messages of these 
Epistles . They may very quickly become charged with the awakened spirit of the age, 
and take on the character of orders of the day, sent out to those who are holding the 
outposts in the front line of the Christian defence or advance. And such a character 
would not be foreign to the situation that first called them forth . It is true they 
were written in the first century, and we are living in the twentieth, but it is the same 
enemy as Christians of all centuries are fighting, and the same Cause and Lord as 
they are fighting for. We in this age have simply taken over the lines that have been 
won, and in doing so we are privileged also to take over the messages that, from the 
opening of the campaign, have been handed on to every company that has in its turn 
occupied the line . They have now come into our hands to give us first-hand knowledge 
of the character and course of the campaign, of the objectives to be won and how they 
are to be reached, of the dispositions of the enemy, the vulnerable points in our defences, 
and the infinite resources that are available to us in and through our Lord. 




THE EPISTLE OF PAUL 


TO THE 


A PERSONAL APPEAL TO WORLD-MAKERS 


We hear a goad deal in these days about saving the world. It is the theme of this 
Epistle. Bui how wide is the difference between the popular cry and the Christian 
purpose. It is true the two aims have much in common. They are both world-wide. 
Possibly they both me their universal character to the same source , for it mas Christ 
who started men thinking seriously on world lines . His outlook reached far beyond 
national or racial frontiers. It embraced the world , or, to be more exact, all mankind , 
In that distinction lies the vital difference between the cry of men for a world-wide 
scheme of reconstruction, and the Christian mission of world salvation. The first 
means: Save Civilization— making sure , of course , that it is one's men civilization that 
is to be saved so that one will have some part in the prevailing order of existence; 
whereas the God-inspired task of Christianity is to save humanity , the sorrowing, 
suffering, sinning people. Save them from fear and despair, from the evils that enslave 
them and the sins that destroy them. Whatever be their race or country, their culture 
or creed, save them; with a salvation that will make all the earth rejoice, the salvation 
that Christ saw was possible, and promised to all men, the salvation of the whole 
personality of every man , Here, then, is the true purpose , God's purpose, for the govern- 
ments of to-day that are looking to the future, and drawing up plans to save the world . 
Seek above all to save the souls of the people. In addressing the Romans, the world- 
makers of the past, Paul calls to the world-makers of our own and every other age to 
make the Cause of God their mission . 


GOD’S MESSENGER 


Romans 1 * 1-15 


P AUL, a servant of Jesus Christ, 
called to be, an apostle, separated 
unto the gospel of God, (which he 
had promised afore by his prophets 
in the holy scriptures,) concerning his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of 
the seed of David according to the flesh; and 
declared to be the Son of God with power, 
according to the spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead: by whom we 
have received grace and apostleship, for 
obedience to the faith among all nations, for 
his name : among whom are ye also the called 
of Jesus Christ: to all that be in Rome, be- 
loved of God, called to be saints: Grace to 


I thank God for You 
First, I thank my God through Jesus 
Christ: for you all, that your faith Is spoken 
of throughout the whole world. For God is 
my witness, whom I ' serve with my spirit in 
the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing 
I make mention of you always in my prayers; 
making request, if by any means now at 
length I might have a prosperous journey by 
the will of God to come unto you. For I long 
to see you, that I may impart unto you some 
spiritual gift, to the end ye may be estab- 
lished; that is, that I may be comforted to- 
gether with you by the mutual faith both of 
you and me. Now 1 would not have you ignor- 
oftentimes I purposed 
was let hitherto,) 
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barians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. 
So, as much as in me is, 1 am ready to preach 
the gospel to you that are at Rome also. 


that I might have some fruit among you 
also, even as among other Gentiles. I am 
debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Bar- 
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self; for thou that judges! does! the same 
things* But we are sure that the judgment 
of God is according to truth against them 
which commit such tilings. And thinkest 
thou this, O man, that judgest them which 
do such tilings, and doest the same, that thou 
shall escape the judgment of God ? Or de- 
spises! thou the riches of his goodness and 
forbearance and tongsuffering; not knowing 
that the goodness of God leadeth thee to re- 


a mm should not steal, dost thou steal ? Thou 
that gayest a mm should not commit adul- 
tery, dost thou commit adultery? thou that 
abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege? 
Thou that makes! thy boast of the law, 
through breaking the law dishonourcst thou 
God ? For the name of God is blasphemed 
among the Gentiles through you, as it is 
written* For circumcision verily profiteth, 
if thou keep the law ; but if thou be a breaker 




penitent heart treasures! up unto thyself cumcision. Therefore if the uncircumcision 
wrath against the day of wrath and revelation keep the righteousness of the law, shall not 
of the righteous judgment of God; who will his uncircumcision be counted for dram- 
render to every man according to his deeds: cision? And shall not uncircumcision which 
to them who by patient continuance in well is by nature, if it fulfil the law, judge thee, 
doing seek for glory and honour and immor- who by the letter and circumcision dost trans- 
taiity, eternal life: but unto them that are gress the law? For he is not a Jew, which is 

contentious, and do not obey the truth, but one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, 

obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, which is outward in the flesh: but he is a 
tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of Jew, which is one inwardly; and cinaun- 

man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also cision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and 

of the Gentile; but glory, honour, and peace, not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, 

to every man that worketh good, to the Jew but of God. 

first, and also to the Gentile: for there is no What advantage then hath the Jew? or 
respect of persons with God. For as many what profit is there of circumcision? Much 

as have sinned without law shall also perish every way: chiefly, because that unto them 

'without law: and as many as have sinned in were committed the oracles of God, For 

the law shall be judged by the law; (for not what if some did not believe? shall their un~ 

the hearers of the law are just before God, belief make the faith of God without effect? 

but the doers of the law shall be justified, God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every 

For when the Gentiles, which have not the man a liar; as it is written, 
few, do by nature the things contained in the That thou mightest be justified in thy 
, law, these, having not the law, are a law unto sayings, 

themselves: which shew the work of the law And mightest overcome when thou art 
written in their hearts, their conscience also judged. 

bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean But if our unrighteousness commend the 
while accusing or else excusing one another;) righteousness of God, what shall we say? 
in the day when God shall judge the secrets of Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance? 
men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel (I speak as a man) God forbid : for then how 

shall God judge the world? For if the truth 
The Condition of the Jews of God hath more abounded through my lie 

Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest unto his glory; why yet am I also judged as 
■ in the law, and makes! thy boast of God, and a sinner? And not rather, (as we be slander- 

knowest Ms will, and approves! the things ously reported, and as some affirm that we 
that are more excellent, being instructed out say,) Let us do evil, that good may come? 
of the few; and art confident that thou whose damnation Is just, 
thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of What then? are we better 1 than they? No, 
them which are in darkness, an instructor of in no wise: for we have before proved both 
the foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 
the form of knowledge and of the truth in the as it is written, 

law. Thou therefore which teachest another, ■ There is none righteous, no, not one: 
teachest thou not thyself? thou that preaches! There is none that understandeth, 

■ : 1 In the eyes of God, no one nation, is better than any other. AH have sinned. It is not a question of 
blood or power, of racial superiority, or material strength, but of moral quality. It is the soul of a people 
which matters to God. 
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There Is none that seeketh after God. justified by faith 1 without the deeds of the 

They are all gone out of the way, they are law. Is he the God of the Jews only? is he 

together become unprofitable; not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles 

There is none that doeth good, no, not one. also : seeing it is one God, which shall justify 

Their throat is an open sepulchre; the circumcision by faith, and uncircum- 

With their tongues they have used deceit; cision through faith. 

The poison of asps is under their lips: Do we then make void the law through 

Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitter- faith? God forbid : yea, we establish the law. 

ness: What shall we say then that Abraham our 

Their feet are swift to shed blood : father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found ? 

Destruction and misery are in their ways: For if Abraham were justified by works, he 

And the way of peace have they not known : hath whereof to glory; but not before God. 

There is no fear of God before their eyes. For what saith the scripture? Abraham be- 

Now we know that what things soever the lieved God, and it was counted unto him for 

law saith, it saith to them who are under the righteousness. Now to him that worketh is 
law: that every mouth may be stopped, and the reward not reckoned of grace, but of 
all the world may become guilty before God. debt. But to him that worketh not, but be- 
Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall lieveth on him that justified! the ungodly, 

no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the his faith is counted for righteousness. Even 

law is the knowledge of sin, as David also describeth the blessedness of 

m 1vr - 0 T . . . the man, unto whom God imputeth right- 

The W ay of Salvation eousness without works, saying. 

But now the righteousness of God with- Blessed are they whose iniquities are for- 
out the law is manifested, being witnessed by given, 

the law and the prophets ; even the righteous- And whose sins are covered, 

ness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will 

unto all and upon all diem that believe : for not impute sin, 

there is no difference: for all have sinned, Cometh this blessedness then upon the 

and come short of the glory of God; being circumcision only, or upon the uncircum- 

justified freely by bis grace through the re- cision also? for we say that faith was reckoned 

dempdon that is in Christ Jesus: whom God to Abraham for righteousness. How was it 

hath set forth to be a propitiation through then reckoned? when he was in circum- 

faith in his blood, to declare his righteous- cision, or in uncircmncision? Not in cir- 

ness for the remission of sins that are past, cumcision, but in uncircumcision. And he 

through the forbearance of God ; to declare, received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
I say, at this time his righteousness: that he righteousness of the faith which he had yet 
might be just, and the justifier of him which being uncircumcised : that he might be the 

believeth in Jesus. father of all them that believe, though they 

Where is boasting then ? It is excluded. By be not circumcised ; that righteousness might 
what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of be imputed unto them also: and the father 
faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is of circumcision to them who are not of the 
1 It is not possible to read these Epistles without giving some attention to the doctrines they contain. 
As authoritative statements of the Christian Gospel they are important, and every Christian rightly desires 
to understand them. Why, then, have we passed over these passages? Because, in our judgement, these 
are matters that can be better and more profitably studied at a later stage of Christian experience; and for 
the purpose many excellent volumes are available. These great doctrines cannot be dealt with briefly, and 
the general reader, for whom this work has been prepared, is not, usually, much interested in such questions. 
So we deemed it wiser, in interpreting these Epistles, to concentrate upon their general rather than upon 
their doctrinal significance. 

There is, however, one word we should like to add for the benefit of the reader who is not a theological 
student, and who turns for the first time to the study of these doctrinal passages. It is this: Do not begin 
by looking upon them as doctrines to be studied, but as problems of personal experience, of your own experi- 
ence, which have to be solved. The statements will then assume the interest of answers to your problems. 
This method of approach will open most of the doctrines. What is more, it will lead the person who applies 
it to the very heart of the Christian Revelation; to the central truth that gives meaning to all the doctrines. 
For as this study proceeds it soon becomes evident that religion is primarily a personal relationship between 
God and man; that each doctrine of Christian experience gives an aspect of that relationship, and is most 
easily understood in that light. The doctrine of Justification by Faith, for example, is the Christian solution 
of the problem of a broken relationship, of the breach sin has made between man and God. Faith is the 
condition of its restoration because faith is the first essential of a friendly relationship between persons. 
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circumcision only, but who also walk in the 
steps of that faith of our father Abraham* 
which he had being yet uncircumcised. 

For the promise* that he should be the 
heir of the world* was not to Abraham# or 
to his seed* through the law* but through the 
righteousness of faith. For if they which are 
of 'the law be heirs, faith is made void# and 
the promise made of none effect: because the 
law worketh wrath: for where no law is* 
there is no transgression. Therefore it is of 
faith# that it might be by grace; to the end 
the promise might be sure to all. the seed; 
not to that only which is of the law* but. to 
that also which is of the faith of Abraham; 
who is the father of us all* (as it is written* 
I have made thee a father of many nations*) 
before Mm whom he believed* even God* 
who quickeneth the dead, and caileth those 
things which be not as though they were. 
Who against hope believed in hope* that 
he might become the father of many nations; 
according to that which, was spoken* So shall 
thy seed be. And being not weak in faith* 
he considered not his own body now dead* 
when he was about an hundred years old, 
neither yet the deadness of Sara’s womb: he 
staggered 1 not at the promise of God through 
unbelief ; but was strong in faith, giving glory 
to God; and being fully persuaded that* what 
he had promised, he was able also to per- 
form. And therefore it was imputed to him 
for righteousness. Now it was not written for 
his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; 
but for us also, to whom it shall be imputed# 
if we believe on Mm that raised up Jesus our 
Lord from the dead; who was delivered for 
our offences, and was raised again for our 
justification. 

Therefore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ: by whom also we have access by 
faith into this grace wherein we stand, and 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not 
only so* but we glory in tribulations also: 
knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 
and patience, experience; and experience, 
hope: and hope maketh not ashamed; be- 
cause the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost wMch is given 
unto us. For when we were yet without 
strength, in due time Christ died for the un- 
godly. For scarcely for a righteous man will 
one die: yet peradventure for a good man 
some would even dare to die. But God com- 
, 1 A phrase, and an attitude 


mendeth his love toward us, in that# while 
we were yet sinners* Christ died for us. 
Much more then, being now justified by Ms 
blood* we shall, be saved from wrath through 
him. For if, when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more, being reconciled* we shall be 
saved by Ms life. And not only so, but we 
also joy in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ* by whom we have now received the 
atonement. 

Wherefore* as by one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 
(for until the law sin was in the world: but 
sin is not imputed when there is no law. 
Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to 
Moses* even over them that had not sinned 
after the similitude of Adam’s transgression, 
who is the figure of him that was to come. 
But not as the offence* so also is the free gift. 
For if through the offence of one many be 
dead, much more the grace of God# and the 
gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus 
Christ, hath abounded unto many. And not 
as it was by one that sinned* so is the gift: 
for the judgment was by one to condemna- 
tion, but the free gift is of many offences 
unto justification. For if by one man’s 
offence death reigned by one; much more 
they which receive abundance of grace and 
of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life 
by one, Jesus Christ,) Therefore as by the 
offence of one judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation ; even so by the righteous- 
ness of one the free gift came upon aE men 
unto justification of life. For as by one man’s 
disobedience many were made sinners, so by 
the obedience of one shall many be made 
righteous,. Moreover the law entered* that 
the offence might abound. But where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound: 
that as sin hath reigned unto death, even 
so might grace reign through righteousness 
unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Freedom from Sin 

What shall we say then? Shall we continue 
in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. 
How shall we, that are dead to sin# live any 
longer therein? Know ye not* that so many 
of us' as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into Ms death? Therefore we are 
buried with Mm by baptism into death: that 
like as Christ was raised up from the dead 
of mind, worth remembering. 
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by the glory of the rather, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life. For if we 
have been planted together in the likeness of 
his deaths we shall be also in the likeness of 
his resurrection i knowing this, that our old 
man is crucified with him, that the body of 
sin, might be destroyed, that henceforth we 
should not serve sin. For he that is dead is 
freed from sin. Now if we be dead with 
Christ, we believe that we shall also live 
with Mm : knowing that Christ being raised 
from the dead dieth no more ; death hath no 
more dominion over him. For .in that he 
died, he died unto sin once: but in that he 
liveth, he liveth unto God, Likewise reckon 
ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
body, that ye should obey it in the lusts 
thereof. Neither yield ye your members as 
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin ; but 
yield yourselves unto God, as those that are 
alive from the dead, and your members as 
instruments of righteousness unto God. For 
sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye 
are not under the law, but under grace. 

What: then? shall we sin, because we are 
not under the law, but under grace? God 
forbid. .Know ye not, that to whom ye yield 
yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye 
are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto 
death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 
But God be thanked, that ye were the serv- 
ants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the 
heart that form of doctrine which was de- 
livered you. Being then made free from sin, 
ye became the servants of righteousness. I 
speak after the manner of men because of the 
infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded 
your members servants to uncleanness and 
to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield 
your members servants to righteousness unto 
holiness. For when ye were the servants of 
sin, ye were free from righteousness. What 
fruit had ye then in 'those things whereof ye 
are now ashamed? for the end of those things 
is death. But now being made free from sin, 
and become servants to God, ye have your 
fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting 
life. For the wages of sin is death; but the 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to 
them that know the law,) how that the law 
hath dominion over a man as long as he 
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liveth? For the woman which hath an hus- 
band is bound by the law to her husband so 
long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, 
she is loosed from the law of her husband. 
So then if, while her husband liveth, she be 
married to another man, she shall be called 
an adulteress : but if her husband be dead, 
she is free from that law; so that she is no 
adulteress, though she be married to another 
man. 

Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are be- 
come dead to the law by the body of Christ; 
that ye should be married to another, even 
to Mm who is raised from the dead, that we 
should bring forth fruit unto God. For 
when we were in the flesh, the motions of 
sins, which were by the law, did work in our 
members to bring forth fruit unto death. 
But now we are delivered from the law, that 
being dead wherein we were held; that we 
should serve in newness of spirit, and not in 
the oldness of the letter. 

The Inner Conflict 

What shall we say then? Is the law sin? 
God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but 
by the law: for I had not known lust, except 
the law had said. Thou shalt not covet. But 
sin, taking occasion by the commandment, 
wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. 
For without the law sin was dead. For I was 
alive without the law once: but when the 
commandment came, sin revived, and I died. 
And the commandment, which was ordained 
to life, I found to be unto death. For sin, 
taking occasion by the commandment, de- 
ceived me, and by it slew me. Wherefore the 
law is holy, and the commandment holy, and 
just, and good. 

Was then that which is good made death 
unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might 
appear sin, working death in me by that 
which is good ; that sin by the commandment 
might become exceeding sinful. For we 
know that the law is spiritual: but I am 
carnal, sold under sin. For that which I do 
I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; 
but what I hate, that do I. If then I do that 
which I would not, I consent unto the law 
that it is good. Now then it is no more I that 
do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. For I 
know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwell- 
eth no good thing: for to will is present with 
me; but how to perform that which is good 
I find not. For the good that I would I do 
not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. 
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If God be for us 

What shall we then say to these things? 
If God be for os, who can be against ns ? He 
that spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for ns all, how shall he not with him 
also freely give ns all things ? Who shall lay 
any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is 
God that jnstifieth* Who is he that con- 
demneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, 
that is risen again, who is even at the right 
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hand of God, who also maketh intercession Nay, in all these things we are more than 

for us. Who shall separate us from the love conquerors through him that loved us. For 

of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 

peril, or sword ? As it is written, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

For thy sake we are killed all the day long, height, nor depth, nor any other creature. 

We are accounted as sheep for the shall be able to separate us from the love of 

slaughter. God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


MY OWN COUNTRYMEN Romans 9, 1 — 11, 36 

I What of them? Disaster, indescribable calamities have befallen them. Their past was 

I glorious. Their present is lamentable — a broken, scattered, disappointed people. But 

' what of their future? Is that without hope? Have they now no place in the great 

world purpose and promises of God? Such questions must have been in Pauls mind 
when he wrote this part of his letter; and other questions, closely related to them, would 
I naturally arise and demand to be answered. In attempting to cover them all, his argu- 

; ment has become involved, and made many of his sentences, crowded with thought and 

emotion, difficult to understand. But if we keep to the main question — What is to be 
the destiny of my own countrymen? — and look at the conclusion the Apostle reached, 
we may, in his answer, find an application to ourselves . Israel, his people, though they 
have failed, are not forsaken by God . Because God's promise has passed to the Gentiles, 
that does not mean it has altogether passed from the Jews. God's Sovereignty is over 
all, and is the Sovereignty of love. He has not broken His promise, but is fulfilling it 
in other ways. But my people, says the Apostle, will not open their eyes to it. Ah! 
that is the tragedy, the human tragedy everywhere. They will not enter into the 
purposes of God for all mankind; they prefer their own schemes that will give them 
advantages over all other people , though that way leads to destruction. Still, says 
Paul, I will not, cannot, give up hope for them. 

I SAY the truth in Christ, I lie not, my had conceived by one, even by our father 
conscience also bearing me witness in the Isaac; (for the children being not yet bom. 
Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness and neither having done any good or evil, that 
continual sorrow in my heart. For I could the purpose of God according to election 
wish that myself were accursed from Christ might stand, not of works, but of him that 
for my brethren, my kinsmen according to calleth;) it was said unto her. The elder shall 
the flesh; who are Israelites; to whom per- serve the younger. As it is written, Jacob 
taineth the adoption, and the glory, and the have I loved, but Esau have I hated, 
covenants, and the giving of the law, and the What shall we say then? Is there un- 
service of God, and the promises; whose are righteousness with God? God forbid. For 
the fathers, and of whom as concerning the he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on 
flesh Christ came, who is over all, God whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
blessed for ever. Amen. compassion on whom I will have compassion. 

Not as though the word of God hath taken So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of 
none effect. For they are not all Israel, which him that runneth, but of God that sheweth 
are of Israel; neither, because they are the mercy. For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, 
seed of Abraham, are they all children: but. Even for this same purpose have I raised thee 
In Isaac shall thy seed be called. That is, up, that I might shew my power in thee, and 
They which are the children of the flesh, that my name might be declared throughout 
these are not the children of God: but the all the earth. Therefore hath he mercy on 
children of the promise are counted for the whom he will have mercy, and whom he will 
seed. For this is the word of promise. At this he hardeneth. 

time will I come, and Sara shall have a son. Thou wilt say then unto me. Why doth 
And not only this; but when Rebecca also he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his 
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will? Nay but, O man, who art thou that 
repliest against God? Shall the thing formed 
say to him that formed it, Why hast thou 
made me thus? Hath not the potter power 
over the clay, of the same lump to make one 
vessel unto honour, and another unto dis- 
honour? What if God, willing to shew his 
wrath, and to make his power known, en- 
dured with much longsufFering the vessels 
of wrath fitted to destruction: and that he 
might make known the riches of his glory 
on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore 
prepared unto glory, even us, whom he hath 
called, not of the Jews only, but also of the 
Gentiles ? As he saith also in Osee, 

I will call them my people, which were 
not my people; 

And her beloved, which was not beloved. 

And it shall come to pass, that in the place 
where it was said unto them. Ye are not 
my people; 

There shall they be called the children of 
the living God. 

Esaias also crieth. concerning Israel, Though 
the number of the children of Israel be as 
the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved : 
for he will finish the work, and cut it short 
in righteousness: because a short work will 
the' Lord make upon the earth. And as 
Esaias said before, 

Except the Lord of Sabaoth had left us 
a seed, 

We had been as Sodoma, and been made 
like unto Gomorrha. 

What shall we say then ? That the Gentiles, 
which followed not after righteousness, have 
attained to righteousness, even the righteous- 
ness which is of faith. But Israel, which 
followed after the law of righteousness, hath 
not attained to the law of righteousness. 
Wherefore? Because they sought it not by 
faith, but as it were by the works of the law. 
For they stumbled at that stumbUngstone ; 
as it' is written. 

Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and 
rock of offence: 

And whosoever believeth on him shall not 
be ashamed. 

Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to 
God for Israel is, that they might be saved. 
For I bear them record that they have a zeal 
of God, but not according to knowledge. For 
they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, 
and going about to establish their own right- 
eousness, have not submitted themselves 
unto the righteousness of God. 




For Christ is the end of the law for right- 
eousness to every one that believeth. For 
Moses described! the righteousness which is 
of the law, That the man which doeth those 
things shall live by them. But the righteous- 
ness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, 
Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into 
heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from 
above:) or, Who shall descend into the deep? 
(that is, to bring up Christ again from the 
dead.) But what saith it? The word is nigh 
thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: 
that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 
that if thou shaft confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shall believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the dead, 
thou shall be saved. For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness; and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth 
on him shall not be ashamed. For there is no 
difference between the Jew and. the Greek: 
for the same Lord over all is rich unto all 
that call upon him. For whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

How then shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed. ? and how shall they 
believe in him of whom they have not heard? 
and how shall they hear without a preacher? 
And how shall they preach, except they be 
sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the 
feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, 
and bring glad tidings of good things ! 

But they have not. all obeyed the gospel. 
For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed 
our report ? So then faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God. But I say, 
Have they not heard ? Yes verily, 

Their sound went into all the earth. 

And their words unto the ends of the world. 
But I say, Did not Israel know? First 
Moses saith, 

I will provoke you to jealousy by them 
' that are no people, 

And by a foolish nation I will anger you. 
But Esaias is very bold, and saith, 

I was found of them that sought me not; 

I was made manifest unto them that 
asked not after me. 

But to Israel he saith. All day long I have 
stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient 
and gainsaying people. 

Not Forsaken by God 

1 say then, Hath God cast away his people ? 
God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of 
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A NOBLER TASK FOR THE NEW WORLD-MAKERS 
The m w generation will lay aside its battle-dress for the God-inspired task of saving 
mmanity, and creating a new world-order , which will give the souls of men a chance to 
ive s and reach the destiny that Christ has claimed for them. 


he seed of Abraham,, of the tribe of Benja- 
min, God hath not cast away his people 
vhich he foreknew, Wot ye not what the 
scripture saith of Elias ? how he maketh inter- 
:ession to God against Israel, saying, Lord, 
hey have killed thy prophets, and digged 
iown thine altars ; and I am left alone, and 
hey seek my life. But what saith the answer 
>f God unto him ? I have reserved to myself 
seven thousand men, who have not bowed 
:he knee to the image of Baal, Even so then 
at this present time also there is a remnant 
according to the election of grace. And if by 
grace, then is it no more of works : otherwise 
grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, 
then is it no more grace; otherwise work is 
no more work. 

What then? Israel hath not obtained that 
which he seeketh for; but the election hath 


obtained it, and the rest were blinded (Ac- 
cording as it is written, God hath given them 
the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should 
not see, and ears that they should not hear;) 
unto this day. And David saith. 

Let their table be made a snare, and a trap. 
And a stumblingblock, and a recompence 
unto them: 

Let their eyes be darkened, that they may 
not see. 

And bow down their back alway. 

I say then, Have they stumbled that they 
should fall? God forbid; but rather through 
their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, 
for to provoke them to jealousy. Now if the 
fall of them be the riches of the world, and 
the diminishing of them the riches of the 
Gentiles ; how much more their fulness ? For 
I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am 
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ROMANS 11,13 

the apostle of the Gentiles* 1 magnify mine 
office: if by any means I may provoke to 
emulation them which are my flesh, and 
might save some of them. For if the casting 
away of them be the reconciling of the world, 
what shall the receiving of them, be, but life 
from the dead? For if the firstfruit be holy, 
the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, 
so ate the branches. And if some of the 
branches be broken off, and thou, being a 
wild olive tree, wert graffed In among them, 
and with them partakest of the root and fat- 
ness of the olive tree; boast not against the 
branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest 
not the root, but the root thee. 

Thou wilt say then. The branches were 
broken off, that I might be graffed in. Well; 
because of unbelief they were broken off, and 
thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, 
but fear: for if God spared not the natural 
branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. 

Behold therefore the goodness and severity 
of God: on them which fell, severity; but 
toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in 
his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be 
cut off. And they also, if they abide not still 
in unbelief, shall be graffed in: for God is 
able to graff them in again. For if thou wert 
■cut out of the olive tree which is wild by 
nature, and wert graffed contrary to nature 
into a good olive tree: how much more shall 
these, which be the natural branches, be 
graffed into their own olive tree? 


For 1 would not, brethren, that ye should 
be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be 
wise in your own conceits; that blindness in 
part is happened to Israel, until the fulness 
of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel 
shall be saved; as it Is written, 

There shall come out of Sion the De- 
liverer, 

And shall turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob: 

For this is my covenant unto them, 

When I shall take away their sins. 

As concerning the gospel, they are enemies 
for your sakes: but as touching the election, 
they are beloved for the fathers* sakes. For 
the gifts and calling of God are without re- 
pentance. For as ye in times past have not 
believed God, yet have now obtained mercy 
through their unbelief: even so have these 
also now not believed, that through your 
mercy they also may obtain mercy. For God 
hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he 
might have mercy upon ail. 

O the depth of the riches both of the wis- 
dom and knowledge of God! how unsearch- 
able are his judgments, and his ways past 
finding out! For who hath known the mind 
of the Lord ? or who hath been his counsellor? 
Or who hath first given to him, and It shall 
be recompensed unto Mm again ? For of him, 
and through Mm, and to him, are all things: 
to whom be glory for ever. Amen, 


EVERY INDIVIDUAL Romans 12, i — 16, 27 

It is high time for a man to consider Ms own relation to this divine purpose; to take 
a sane view of himself, a friendly vim of Ms neighbour , and a serious mew of what 
kis everyday way of life should be in order to promote the salvation of mankind . For 
this great purpose of God is not something to be kept separate from maris ordinary 
existence . Each day every common task must make some contribution towards its 
fulfilment; and every individual must play Ms part with keenness and enthusiasm . It 
is for every man, therefore , to dedicate himself wholly to God, and to be ready to 
co-operate closely with his fellows, for the realization, under the leadership of Christ, 
of this divine mission . 


I BESEECH you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
wMch is your reasonable service. And be 
not conformed to this world : but be ye trans- 


think of Mmself more Mghly than he ought 
to think; but to think soberly, according as 
God hath dealt to every man the measure of 
faith. For as we have many members in one 
body, and all members have not the same 


formed by the renewing of your mind, that office; so we, being many, are one body in 


ye may prove what is that good, and accept 
able, and perfect, will of God. 


Christ, and every one members one of an- 
other. Having then gifts differing according 


For I say, through the grace given unto to the grace that is given to us, whether pro- 

me, to every man that is among you, not to phecy, let us prophesy according to the 
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proportion of faith:, or ministry, let us wait 
on our ministering; or he that teacheth* on 
teaching; or he that exhortcth, on exhorta- 
tion: he that giveth, let him do it with sim- 
plicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he 
that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 

Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor 
that which is evil; cleave to that which is 
good. Be kindly afiectioned one to another 
with brotherly love ; in, honour preferring one 
another; not slothful in, business; fervent in 
spirit; serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope; 
patient in tribulation,; continuing instant in 
prayer ; distributing to the necessity of saints ; 
given to hospitality. Bless them which per- 
secute you: bless, and curse not. Rejoice 
with them that do rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep. Be of the same mind one 
toward another. Mind not high things, but 
condescend to men of low estate. Be not 
wise in your own conceits. Recompense to 
no man evil for evil. Provide things honest 
in the sight of all men. If it be possible, as 
much as lieth in you,* live peaceably with all 
men. Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, 
but rather give place unto wrath; for it is 
written* Vengeance is mine; I will repay, 
saith the Lord, Therefore if thine enemy 
hunger* feed him ; if he thirst* give him drink : 
for in so doing thou shall heap coals of fire 
on his head. Be not overcome of evil* but 
overcome evil with good. 

Preserve lam and Order 

Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. For there is no power but of God; 
the powers that be are ordained of God. 
Whosoever therefore resisteth the power* 
resisteth the ordinance of God; and they that 
resist shall receive to themselves damnation. 
For rulers are not a terror to good works* but 
to the evil Whit thou then not be afraid of 
the power? do that which is good* and thou 
shaft liave praise of the same; for he is the 
minister of God to thee for good. But if thou 
do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth 
not the sword in vain: for he is the minister 
of God* a revenger to execute wrath upon 
him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must 
needs be subject* not only for wrath* but also 
for conscience sake. For for this cause pay 
ye tribute also; for they are God’s ministers* 
attending continually upon this very thing. 
Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to 
whom tribute is due; custom to whom cus- 


ROMANS 14* 10 

tom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom 
honour. 

Owe no man any thing* but to love one 
another; for he that loveth another hath ful- 
filled the law. For this* Thou shaft not com- 
mit adultery* Thou shaft not kill* Thou shall 
not steal* Thou shall not bear false witness* 
Thou shaft not covet; and if there be any 
other commandment* it is briefly compre- 
hended in this saying* namely, Thou shall 
love thy neighbour as thyself. Love worketh 
no ill to his neighbour : therefore love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 

And that* knowing the time* that now it 
is high time to awake out of sleep ; for now 
is our salvation nearer than when we be- 
lieved. The night is far spent* the day is at 
hand : let us therefore cast off the works of 
darkness* and let us put on the armour of 
light. Let us walk honestly, as in the day; 
not in rioting and drunkenness* not in cham- 
bering and wantonness* not in strife and 
envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ* and make not provision for the flesh* 
to fulfil the lusts thereof. 

Be Tolerant and Kind 

Him that is weak in the faith receive ye* 
but not to doubtful disputations. For one 
believeth that he may eat ail things: another* 
who is weak* eateth herbs. Let not him that 
eateth despise him that eateth not; and let 
not him which eateth not judge him that 
eateth: for God hath received him. Who art 
thou that judgest another man’s servant? to 
his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea* 
he shall be hoiden up: for God is able to 
make him stand. One man esteemeth one 
day above another : another esteemeth every 
day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded 
in his own mind. He that regardeth the day* 
regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that re- 
gardeth not the day* to the Lord he doth not 
regard it. He that eateth* eateth to the Lord* 
for he giveth God thanks ; and he that eateth 
not* to the Lord he eateth not* and giveth 
God thanks. For none of us liveth to him- 
self, and no man dieth to himself. For 
whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and 
whether we die* we die unto the Lord : 
whether we live therefore* or die* we are the 
Lord’s. For to this end Christ both died* 
and rose* and revived, that he might be Lord 
both of the dead and living. 

But why dost thou judge thy brother? or 
why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for 
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we shall all stand before the judgment seat 
of Christ. For It is written, 

As 1 live, saith the Lord, every knee shall 
bow to me,' 

And every tongue shall confess to God. 
So then every one of us shall give account of 
himself to God. 

Let us not therefore judge one another any 
more; but judge this rather, that no man put 
a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his 
brother’s way. 1 know, and am persuaded by 
the Lord Jesus, that there Is nothing unclean 
of itself ; but to him that esteemeth any thing 
to be unclean, to him it is unclean. But if 
thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now 
walkest thou not charitably. Destroy not 
him with thy meat, for whom Christ died. 
Let not then your good be evil spoken of: 
for the kingdom of God is not meat and 
drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghost, For he that in these 
things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, 
and approved of men. Let us therefore fol- 
low after the things which make for peace, 
and things wherewith one may edify another. 
For meat destroy not the work of God, AM 
things indeed are pure; but it is evil for that 
man who eatetli with offence. It is good 
neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor 
any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, 
or is offended, or is made weak. Hast thou 
faith?' have it to thyself before God. Happy 
is he that condemneth not himself in that 
thing which he alloweth. And he that 
doubteth is damned if he eat, because he 
eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of 
faith is sin. 

We then that are' strong ought to bear the 
infirmities of the weak, and not to please our- 
selves, Let every one of us please his neigh- 
bour for Ms good to edification. For even 
Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is writ- 
ten, The reproaches of them, that reproached 
thee fell on me. For whatsoever things were 
written aforetime were written for our learn- 
ing, that we through patience and comfort of 
the scriptures might have hope. Now the 
God of patience and consolation grant you 
to be likeminded one toward another accord- 
ing to Christ Jesus: that ye may with one 
mind and one mouth glorify God, even the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Wherefore 
receive ye one another, as Christ also re- 
ceived us to the glory of God. Now I say 
that Jesus Christ was a minister of the cir- 
cumcision for the truth of God, to confirm 


the promises made unto the fathers; and that 
the Gentiles might glorify God for Ms mercy; 
as it is written, 

For this cause 1 will confess to thee among 
the Gentiles, 

And sing unto thy name. 

And again he saith, 

Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with Ms people* 

And again, 

Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles : 

And laud him, all yc people. 

And again, Esaias saith. 

There shall be a root of Jesse, 

And he that shall rise to reign over the 
Gentiles; 

In Mm shall the Gentiles trust. 

Now the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace in believing, that ye may abound in 
hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost, 

The Apostle's Flea 

And I myself also am persuaded of you, 
my brethren, that ye also are full of good- 
ness, filled with all knowledge, able also to 
admonish one another. Nevertheless, breth- 
ren, I have written the more boldly unto you 
in some sort, as putting you In, mind, because 
of the grace that is given to me of God, that 
I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to 
the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, 
that the offering up of the Gentiles might be 
acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy 
Ghost. I have therefore whereof I may glory 
through Jesus Christ in those things which 
pertain to God, For I will not dare to speak 
of any of those things which Christ hath 
not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles 
obedient, by word and deed, through mighty 
signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit 
of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round 
about unto IUyricum, I have fully preached 
the gospel of Christ, Yea, so have I strived 
to preach the gospel, not where Christ was 
named, lest 1 should build upon another 
man’s foundation: but as it is written, 

To whom he was not spoken of, they shall 
see: 

And they that have not heard shall under- 
stand. 

For which cause also I have been much' 
hindered from coming to you. But now hav- 
ing no more place in these parts, and having 
a great desire these many years to come unto 
you; whensoever I take my journey into 
Spain, I will come to you: for I trust to see 
you in my journey, and to be brought on my 
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way thitherward by you, if first 1 be some- 
what filled with your company. But now I 
go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints. 
For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and 
Achaia to make a certain contribution for the 
poor saints which are at Jerusalem. It hath 
pleased them verily; and their debtors they 
are. For if the Gentiles have been made 
partakers of their spiritual things, their duty 
is also to minister unto them, in carnal things. 
When therefore I have performed this, and 
have sealed to them this fruit, I will come by 
you into Spain. And I am sure that, when I 
come unto you, 1 shall come in the fulness 
of the blessing of the gospel of Christ, 

Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord 
Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the 
Spirit, that ye strive together with me in 
your prayers to God for me; that I may be 
delivered from them that do not believe in 
Judaea; and that my service which I have for 
Jerusalem may be accepted of the saints; 
that I may come unto you with joy by the 
will of God, and may with you be refreshed. 
Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen. 

Personal Greetings 

I commend unto you Phebe our sister, 
which is a servant of the church which is at 
Cenchrea: that ye receive her in the Lord, 
as bccomcth saints, and that ye assist her in 
whatsoever business she hath need of you: 
for she hath been a succourer of many, and 
of myself also. 

Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in 
Christ Jesus : who have for my life laid down 
their own necks: unto whom not only I give 
thanks, but also all the churches of the 
Gentiles. Likewise greet the church that 
Is in their house. Salute my wellbeloved 
Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia 
unto Christ. Greet Mary, who bestowed 
much labour on us. Salute Andronicus and 
Junk, my kinsmen, and my fellowprisoners, 
who are of note among the apostles, who also 
were in Christ before me. Greet Amplias 
my beloved in the Lord, Salute Urbane, our 
helper in Christ, and Stachys my beloved. 
Salute Apelles approved in Christ, Salute 


them which are of Aristobulus* household. 
Salute Herodion my kinsman. Greet them 
that be of the household of Narcissus, which 
are in the Lord, Salute Tryphena and Try- 
phosa, who labour in the Lord. Salute the 
beloved Persis, which laboured much in the 
Lord. Salute Rufus chosen in the Lord, and 
his mother and mine. Salute Asyncritus, 
Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas, Hermes, and 
the brethren which are with them. Salute 
Philologus, and Julia, Nereus, and his sister, 
and Olympas, and all the saints which are 
with them. Salute one another with an holy 
kiss. The churches of Christ salute you. 

Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them 
which cause divisions and offences contrary 
to the doctrine which ye have learned; and 
avoid them. For they that are such serve not 
our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; 
and by good words and fair speeches deceive 
the hearts of the simple. For your obedience 
is come abroad unto all men. I am glad 
therefore on your behalf: but yet I would 
have you wise unto that which is good, and 
simple concerning evil. And the God of 
peace shall bruise Satan under your feet 
shortly. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. Amen. 

Timotheus my workfellow, and Lucius, 
and Jason, and Sosipater, my kinsmen, 
salute you, I Tertius, who wrote this epistle, 
salute you in the Lord. Gains mine host, 
and of the whole church, saluteth you. 
Erastus the chamberlain of the city saluteth 
you, and Quartos a brother. The grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 

Praise to God 

Now to him that is of power to stablish 
you according to my gospel, and the preach- 
ing of Jesus Christ, according to the revela- 
tion of the mystery, which was kept secret 
since the world began, but now is made 
manifest, and by the scriptures of the pro- 
phets, according to the commandment of the 
everlasting God, made known to all nations 
for the obedience of faith: to God only wise, 
be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen 
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OF PAUL TO THE 

CORINTHIANS 

TO CLEAR THE AIR OF CONFUSED THINKING 

Surety the first lesson to be drawn from this Epistle, before any attempt is made to 
deal with the particular questions at issue, is the Christian duty of clear thinking; of 
facing the confused and conflicting opinions of our own day with a dear conception of 
the Christian Revelation, and a firm belief that it is the answer to the problems we have 
to solve. They may or may not be like those Paul had to see his way through. We 
may find it is our task, as it was his, to zsork out our own solutions; and that the help 
his Epistle offers is not so much that of providing written answers to our questions, as 
of showing us the best way of approaching our problems, and of applying our knowledge 
of Christian truth to their solution. 

A PERSONAL GREETING i Corinthians I, 1—9 

P AUL, called to be an apostle of Jesus for the grace of God which is given you by 
Christ through the will of God, and Jesus Christ; that in every thing ye are en- 
Sosthenes our brother, unto the riched by him, in all utterance, and in all 
church of God which is at Corinth, knowledge; even as the testimony of Christ 
to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, was confirmed in you: so that ye come behind 
called to be saints, with all that in every place in no gift ; waiting for the coming of our Lord 
call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Jesus Christ: who shall also confirm you 
both theirs and ours: grace be unto you, and unto the end, that ye may be blameless in 
peace, from God our Father, and from the the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is 
Lord Jesus Christ. faithful, by whom ye were called unto the 

I thank my God always on your behalf, fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

PERSONAL PROBLEMS 1 Corinthians 1 , 10 — 4 , 21 

In politics and sport, entertainment and war, leaders, heroes, and stars quickly gather 
a crowd of admiring followers. They are honoured and often adored. The same thing 
happens in religion; and the church , which ought to be a united body of believers, is 
split into groups of party followers, so that its harmony is destroyed by jealousies and 
factions. This should not be, says Paul, and could not be, if men would keep their eyes 
fixed on Christ, and show their loyalty and devotion to Him , instead of to His servants. 

NOW I beseech you, brethren, by the name Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? 
the same thing, and that there be no divisions I thank God that I baptized none of you, 
among you; but that ye be perfectly joined but Crispus and Gaius; lest any should say 
together in the same mind and in the same that I had baptized in mine own name. And 
judgment. For it hath been declared unto I baptized also the household of Stephanas: 
me of you, my brethren, by them which are besides, I know not whether I baptized 
of the house of Chloe, that there are conten- any other. For Christ sent me not to baptize, 
tions among you. Now this I say, that every but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom 
one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of of words, lest the cross of Christ should 
Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is be made of none effect. 
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Glory in the Lord 

For the preaching of the cross is to them 
that perish foolishness; but unto us which 
are saved it is the power of God. For it is 
written, 

I will destroy the wisdom of the wise. 

And will bring to nothing the understand- 
ing of the prudent. 

Where is the wise? where is the scribe? 
where is the disputer of this world? hath not 
God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 
For after that in the wisdom of God the 
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save 
them that believe. For the Jews require a 
sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: but 
we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a 
stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolish- 
ness; but unto them which are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, 
and the wisdom 1 of God, Because the foolish- 
ness of God is wiser than men; and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men. 

For ye sec your calling, brethren, how 
that not many wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble, are called: 
but God hath chosen the foolish things of 
the world to confound the wise; and God 
hath chosen the weak things of the world to 
confound the things which are mighty; and 
base things of the world, and things which 
are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and 
things which are not, to bring to nought 
things that are: that no flesh should glory in 
Ms presence. But of him are ye in Christ 
Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, 
and righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption: that, according as it is written. 
He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 

And I, brethren, when I came to you, came 
not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, 
declaring unto you the testimony of God. 
For I determined not to know any thing 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him cruci- 
fied, And 1 was with you in weakness, and 
in fear, and in much trembling. And my 
speech and my preaching was not with 
enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 


i CORINTHIANS 3, 5 


that your faith should not stand in the wis- 
dom of men, but in the power of God. 

Howbeit we speak wisdom among them 
that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this 
world, nor of the princes of this world, that 
come to nought: but we speak the wisdom 
of God in a mystery, even the hidden wis- 
dom, which God ordained before the world 
unto our glory: which none of the princes 
of this world knew: for had they known it, 
they would not have crucified the Lord of 
glory. But as it is written. 

Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard. 

Neither have entered into the heart of man, 
The things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him. 

But God hath revealed them unto us by his 
Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, 
yea, the deep things of God. For what man 
knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit 
of man which is in him? even so the things 
of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of 
God. Now we have received, not the spirit 
of the world, but the spirit which is of God; 
that we might know the things that are freely 
given to us of God. Which things also we 
speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teach- 
eth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 
But the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him : neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned. But he that 
is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself 
is judged of no man. For who hath known 
the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct 
him? But we have the mind of Christ. 


Let no Man glory in Men 
And I, brethren, could not speak unto you 
as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as 
unto babes in Christ. I have fed you with 
milk, and not with meat : for hitherto ye were 
not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye 
able. For ye are yet carnal : for whereas there 
is among you envying, and strife, and divi- 
sions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 
For while one saith, I am of Paul; and an- 
other, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? 
Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but 


■ Wisdom and power are the very things we need if we axe to solve the complex SSS 


1 wisdom and power are me very ~ ------ .* We disposed 

us to-day, and it is well to be reminded that both are made aval confined to the heavenly 

to take a too limited view of the gifts God has given us « Christ, and thmk they are con&ied to the n y 


to take a too limited view ot tne girts use nas given » “ j T 7 TiTw th* Snirit that He would impart 
visions and gentle graces of the Christian life. But our X^rd declared that 


visions and gentle graces ot tne mnsuan me. nui - Aiy * ate r things than He had 

to His disdples would guide them into all truth, and empower th . ^ A infinite 

done. Yet we seem to be almost afraid at times to lay hold of His promises, and draw upon tne inmu 

resources He has placed in our hands. 
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neither he that watereth; hut God that giveth 
the increase. Mow he that pianteth and he that 
watereth are one: and every man shall receive 
his own reward according to his own labour. 
For we are labourers together with God: ye 
are God's husbandry, ye are God's building. 

According to the grace of God which is 
given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I 
have laid the foundation, and another build- 
eth thereon. But let every man take heed 
how he buiideth thereupon. For other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ. Mow if any man build 
upon this foundation gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, stubble; every man's work 
shah be made manifest: for the day shall 
declare it, because it shall be revealed by 
fire; and the fire shall try every man's work 
of what sort it is. If any man's, work abide 
which he hath built thereupon, he shall re- 
ceive a reward. If any man's work shall, be 
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself 
shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dweileth in you? 
If any man defile the temple of God, him 
shall God destroy; for the temple of God is 
holy, which temple ye are. 

Let no man deceive himself. If any man 
among you seemeth to be wise in this world, 
let him become a fool, that he may be wise. 
For the wisdom of this world is foolishness 
with God. For it is written, He taketh the 
wise in their own craftiness. And again, The 
Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that 
they are vain. Therefore let no man glory 
in men. For all things are yours; whether 
Paul, or Apoilos, or Cephas, or the world, or 
life, or death, or things present, or tilings to 
come; all ate yours; and ye are Christ's; and 
Christ is God's. 

Let a man so account of us, as of the 
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the 
mysteries of God. Moreover it is required 
in stewards, that a man be found faithful . 1 
But with me it is a very small thing that I 
should be judged of you, or of man's judg- 
ment; yea, I judge not mine own self. For 


noimag i 
vhoboth 

to light the hidden things of darkness, and 
will make manifest the counsels of the hearts : 
and then shall every man have praise of God. 

And these things, brethren, I have in a 
figure transferred to myself and to Apoilos 
for your safes; that ye might learn in us not 
to think of men above that which is written, 
that no one of you be puffed up for one 
against another. For who maketb thee to 
differ from another? and what hast thou that 
thou didst not receive? now if thou didst 
receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou 
hadst not received it? Mow ye are full, now 
ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without 
us; and I would to God ye did reign, that we 
also might reign with you. For I think that 
God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it 
were appointed to death: for we ate made a 
spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and 
to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but 
ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye 
are strong; ye are honourable, but we are 
despised. Even unto this present hour we 
both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are 
buffeted, and have no certain dwdiingpiace; 
and labour, working with our own hands: 
being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, 
we suffer it: being defamed, we intreat; we 
are made as the filth, of the world, and are 
the offscouring of all things unto this day. 

I write not these things to shame you, but 
as my beloved sons I warn you. For though 
ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet 
have ye not many fathers : for in Christ Jesus I 
have begotten you through the gospel. Where- 
fore I beseech you, be ye followers of me. For 
this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, 
who is my beloved son, and faithful in, the 
Lord, who shah bring you into remembrance 
of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach 
every where in every church. Mow some are 
puffed up, as though I would not come to you. 
But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord 
will, and will know, not the speech of them 
which are puffed up, but the power. For the 
kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. 
What will ye? shall I come unto you with a 
rod, or in love, and in the spirit of meekness ? 


1 Some modem' teachers claim that loyalty is the chief Of all the virtues, and certainly our Lord gave it 
high praise. He would look, he said, for faithfulness in His disciples, meaning that they should be Mthful 
in their stewardship as well as in their discipleship. The test of disdpleship is obedience, but stewardship 
places upon us the further responsibility of exercising our initiative for Him. 




SOCIAL AND DOMESTIC PROBLEMS i Corinthians 5, i— 11, i 


We must take our Chnstmn thinking into our homes, the market-place, and the law- 
courts; the places where so many of the grievous problems of life, particularly those which 
arise out of human relationships, are pressing upon men's hearts and waiting to be 
solved. It is the Gospel's mission to straighten out these difficulties. They come into 
its programme, and we must try to remove them . We must not ignore them, nor, for 
selfish and sentimental reasons, be lax in our judgement of them . Neither must we leave 
them to be settled by purely legal means and worldly standards of judgement. These 
problems, says Paul, are to be viewed in the light of the Christian's calling to a life of 
righteousness and fellowship. Both must be borne in mind. When confronted with 
problems of human relationships we should ask, not merely. What does righteousness 
demand? but also, What would promote Christian fellowship? 


IT is reported commonly that there is 
fornication among yon, and such fornication 
as is not so much as named among the Gen- 
tiles, that one should have Ms father’s wife. 
And ye are puffed up, and have not rather 
mourned, that he that hath done this deed 
might be taken away from among you. For 
I verily, as absent in body, but present in 
spirit, have judged already, as though I were 
present, concerning him that hath so done 
this deed, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, when ye are gathered together, and 
my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to deliver such an one unto Satan for 
the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit 
may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
Your glorying is not good. Know ye not 
that a little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven, 
that ye may be a new lump, as ye are un- 
leavened. For even Christ our passover is 
sacrificed for us: therefore let us keep the 
feast, not with old leaven, neither with the 
leaven of malice and wickedness; but with 
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

I wrote unto you in an epistle not to com- 
pany with fornicators: yet not altogether 
with the fornicators of this world, or with the 
covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; 
for then must ye needs go out of the world. 
But now I have written unto you not to keep 
company, if any man that is called a brother 
be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, 
or a taller, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; 
with such an one no not to eat. For what 
have I to do to judge them also that are 
without? do not ye judge them that are with- 
in? But them that are without God judgeth. 
Therefore put away from among yourselves 
that wicked person. 

Dare any of you, having a matter against 
another, go to law before the unjust, and not 


before the saints ? Do ye not know that the 
saints shall judge the world? and if the world 
shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to 
judge the smallest matters ? Know ye not that 
we shall judge angels? how much more 
things that pertain to tMs life? If then ye 
have judgments of things pertaining to this 
life, set them to judge who are least esteemed 
in the church. I speak to your shame. Is it 
so, that there is not a wise man among you? 
no, not one that shall be able to judge be- 
tween his brethren? But brother goeth to 
law with brother, and that before the unbe- 
lievers. Now therefore there is utterly a fault 
among you, because ye go to law one with 
another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? 
why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be 
defrauded? Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, 
and that your brethren. Know ye not that 
the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God ? Be not deceived : neither fornicators, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, 
nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the 
kingdom of God. And such were some of 
you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, 
but ye are justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

All things are lawful unto me, but all 
things are not expedient : all tilings are lawful 
for me, but I will not be brought under the 
power of any. Meats for the belly, and the 
belly for meats: but God shall destroy both 
it and them. Now the body is not for fornica- 
tion, but for the Lord; and the Lord for 
body. And God hath both raised up the 
Lord, and will also raise up us by his own 
power. Know ye not that your bodies are 
the members of Christ? shall I then take the 
members of Christ, and make them the mem- 
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l CORINTHIANS 6 , 16 

ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell 
one body? for two, saith he, shall be one with her, let her not leave him. For the 
flesh. But he that is joined unto the Lord unbelieving husband is sanctified by the 
is one spirit. Flee fornication. Every sin wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified 
that a man doeth is without the body ; but he by the husband : else were your children un- 

that committeth fornication sinneth against clean; but now are they holy. But if the 

his own body. What ? know ye not that your unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother 

body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: 

is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are but God hath called us to peace. For what 
not your own? For ye axe bought with a knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt 
price: therefore glorify God in your body, save thy husband? or how knowest thou, O 
and in your spirit, which are God’s. man, whether thou shalt save thy wife? But 

as God hath distributed to every man, as the 
SPECIFIC QUESTIONS i Cor. 7, i— 1 1, x Lord hath called every one, so let him walk. 

And so or dain 1 in ail churches. 

Paul tokos up certain questions that have been j s called being circumcised? let 

submitted to him, offering answers that are not become ^circumcised. Is any 

models of discretion. Those dealing with mar- calIed k mdlaimchion} let ^ not ^ 

nage are obviously coloured by the belief that circumcised . circumcision is nothing, and 
the end of the world was near. Behind the ques- URciTCwnddon is nothing, but lhe kee ping 
non concerning meat offered to idols is the idea of the commandmem s of God. Let every 
that such food had become infected with evil. ^ ab j de ^ th c samc calling wherein he 
Now concerning the things whereof ye was called. Art thou called being a servant? 
wrote unto me; It is good for a man not to care not for it: but if thou mayest be made 
touch a woman. Nevertheless, to avoid free, use it rather. For he that is called in the 
fornication, let every man have his own wife. Lord, being a servant, is the Lord’s freeman; 
and let every woman have her own husband, likewise also he that is called, being free, is 
Let the husband render unto the wife due Christ's servant. Ye are bought with a price ; 
benevolence; and likewise also the wife unto be not ye the servants of men. Brethren, let 
the husband. The wife hath not power of every man, wherein he is called, therein 
her own body, but the husband : and likewise abide with God . 

also the husband hath not power of his own Now concerning virgins I have no corn- 
body, but the wife. Defraud ye not one the mandment of the Lord; yet I give my judg- 
other, except it be with consent for a time, ment, as one that hath, obtained mercy of the 
that ye may give yourselves to fasting and Lord to be faithful. I suppose therefore that 
prayer; and come together again, that Satan this is good for the present distress, I say, 
tempt you not for your incontinency. But I that it is good for a man so to be. Art thou 
speak this by permission, and not of com- bound unto a wife? seek not to be loosed, 
mandment. For I would that all men were Art thou loosed from a wife ? seek not a wife, 
even as I myself. - But every man hath Ms But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; 
proper gift of God, one after this manner, and if a virgin marry, she hath not sinned, 
and another after that. Nevertheless such shall have trouble in the 

I say therefore to the unmarried and flesh; but I spare you. 
widows. It is good for them if they abide But this I say, brethren, the time is short; 
even as L But if they cannot contain, let it remained*, that both they that have wives 
them marry: for it is better to marry than to be as though they had none; and they that 
bum. And unto the married I command, weep, as though they wept not; and they 
yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and 
depart from, her husband: but and if she they that buy, as though they possessed not; 
depart, let her remain unmarried, or be re- and they that use this world, as not abusing 
conciled to her husband: and let not the it: for the fashion of this world passeth away, 
husband put away his wife. But to the rest But I would have you without carefulness, 
speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a He that is unmarried careth for the things 
wife that believeth not, and she be pleased that belong to the Lord, how he may please 
to dwell with him, let him not put her away, the Lord: but he that is married careth for 
And the woman which hath an husband that the things that are of the world, how he may 








WITH MIGHTIER POWERS AT THEIR COMMAND 
Madams are not spiritual forces, but they can be made to serve spiritual purposes; to 
free the soul from the burdens of toil, bring it leisure for enlightenment arid fellowship, 
and, as in broadcasting, draw the whole human race together as one family. 

please his wife. There is difference also be- her in marriage doeth well; but he that 
tween a wife and a virgin. The unmarried giveth her not in marriage doeth better. The 
woman careth for the things of the Lord, wife is bound by the law as long as her hus- 
tbat she may be holy both in body and in band liveth; but if her husband be dead, she 
spirit: but she that is married careth for the is at liberty to be married to whom she will; 
things of the world, how she may please her only in the Lord. But she is happier if she 
husband. And this I speak for your own so abide, after my judgment: and I think 
profit; not that I may cast a snare upon you, also that I have the Spirit of God. 
but for that which is comely, and that ye may „ , , 

attend upon the Lord without distraction. tooa °JJ erea t0 iaols 
But if any man think that he behaveth him- Now as touching things offered unto idols, 
self uncomely toward his virgin, if she pass we know that we all have knowledge. Know- 
the flower of her age, and need so require, ledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth. And 
let him do what he will, he sinneth not: let if any man think that he knoweth any thing, 
them marry. Nevertheless he that standeth he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know, 
stedfast in his heart, having no necessity, but But if any man love God, the same is known 
hath power over his own will, and hath so of him. As concerning therefore the eating 
decreed in his heart that he will keep his of those things that are offered in sacrifice 
virgin, doeth well. So then he that giveth unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing 


I CORINTHIANS 8, 4 

in the world, and that there is none other shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that 
God but one* For though there be that are treadeth out the com. Doth God take care 
called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, for oxen? Or saith he it altogether for our 
(as there be gods many, and lords many,) but sakes? For our mikes, no doubt, this is writ- 
to us there is but one God, the Father, of ten: that he that ploweth should plow in 
whom are ail things, and we in him ; and one hope; and that he that thresheth in hope 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, should be partaker of Ms hope, 
and we by Mm. If we have sown unto you spiritual things, 

is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal 
Freedom and Forbearance things? If others be partakers of this power 

Howbeit there is not in every man that over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we 

knowledge: for some with conscience of the have not used this power; but suffer all 

idol unto this hour eat it as a thing offered things, lest we should hinder the gospel of 

unto an idol ; and their conscience being weak Christ. Do ye not know that they which 

is defiled. But meat commendeth us not to minister about holy things live of the things 

God; for neither, if we eat, are we the better; of the temple? and they which wait at the 

neither, if we eat not, are we the worse. But altar are partakers with the altar? Even so 

take heed lest by any means this liberty 1 of hath the Lord ordained that they which 

yours become a stumblingblock to them that preach the gospel should live of the gospel, 

are weak. For if any man see thee which hast But I have used none of these things : neither 

knowledge sit at meat in the idol’s temple, have I written these things, that it should be 

shall not the conscience of him which is weak so done unto me : for it were better for me 

be emboldened to eat those things which are to die, than that any man should make my 

offered to idols; and through thy knowledge glorying void. For though I preach the 

shall the weak brother perish, for whom gospel, I have nothing to glory of ; for neces- 

Christ died? But when ye sin so against the slty is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if 

brethren, and wound their weak conscience, I preach not the gospel! For if I do this thing 

ye sin against Christ. Wherefore, if meat willingly, I have a reward; but .if against my 

make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh will, a dispensation of the gospel is corn- 
while the world standeth, lest I make my mined unto me. What is my reward then? 
brother to offend. Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may 

Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have make the gospel of Christ without charge, 
I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye that I abuse not my power in the gospel, 
my work in the Lord? If I be not an apostle For though I be free from all men, yet 
unto others, yet doubtless I am to you; for have I made myself servant unto all, that I 
the seal of mine aposfleship are ye in the might gain the more. And unto the Jews I 
Lord. Mine answer to them that do examine became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; 
me is this. Have we not power to eat and to to them that, are under the law, as under the 

drink? Have we not power to lead about a' law, that I might gain them that are under 

sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and the law; to them that are without law, as 

as the brethren, of the Lord, and Cephas? without law, (being not without law to God, 

Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power bur under the law to Christ,) that I might 

to forbear working? Who goeth a warfare gain them that are without law. To the weak 

my time at his own charges? who pianteth became I as weak, that I might gain the 

a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit there- weak; I am made all things to all men, that 

of? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of I might by all means save some. And this 1 

the milk of the flock? Say I these things as do for the gospel’s sake, that I might be par- 

a man? or saith not the law the same also? taker thereof with you. Know ye not that 

For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou they which run in a race run all, but one 

1 The stronger brother wit! set the pace* but it will be a pace within the capacity of the weaker brother. 
They must go along together, and keep together. Personal .sacrifice will be made readily and gladly by the 
strong brother to preserve the" bond of comradeship that should exist between fellow members of the Faith. 
But the weak brother must not take advantage of the consideration shown to Mm, and so hold up the Christian 
advance, by refusing to improve his condition. Because of the kindness extended to him in his weakness he 
must not claim more authority for his conscience than he allows to that of his brother, nor attempt to set 
up the standard of his conscience as a standard to be imposed on all men. It is as much his duty to attain 
Christian liberty as it is the duty of the strong brother, for another’s sake, to forgo it. 
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i CORINTHIANS 11, I 

receive* the prize ? So run, that ye may idolatry. I speak as to wise men; judge ye 
obtain. And every man that strive* for the what I say. The cup of blessing which we 
mastery' is temperate in all things. Now*ey bless, is it not the communion of the blood 
do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we of Christ? The bread which we break, is it 
an incorruptible. I therefore so run, not as not the communion of *e body of Christ? 
uncertainly ; so fight I, not as one that beate* For we being many are one bread, and one 
*e air: but I keep under my body, and bring body: for we are all partakers of that one 
it into subjection: lest that by any means, bread. Behold Israel after the flesh: are not 
when I have preached to others, I myself *ey which eat of the sacrifices partakers of 
should be a castaway. *e altar? What say I then? *at the idol is 

„ . , r. , , ,• any thing, or that which is offered in sacrifice 

Examples and Exhortations l0 idols is any thing? But I say, that *e 

Moreover,, brethren, 1 would not that ye things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they 
should be ignorant, how that all our fathers sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I 
were under the cloud, and all passed through would not that ye should have fellowship 
the sea; and were all baptized unto Moses in with devils. Ye cannot drink the cup of the 
the cloud and in the sea; and did all eat the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be 

same spiritual meat; and did all drink the partakers of the Lord's table, and of the 

same spiritual drink: for they drank of that table of devils. Do we provoke the Lord to 

spiritual Rock that followed them; and that jealousy? are we stronger than he? 

Rock was Christ, But with many of them All things are lawful for me, but all things 
God was not well pleased; for they were are not expedient: all things are lawful for 

overthrown in the wilderness. me, but all things edify not. Let no man 

Now these things were our examples, to seek his own, but every man another's wealth, 
the intent we should not lust after evil things. Whatsoever is sold in the shambles, that eat, 
as they also lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, asking no question for conscience sake: for 
as were some of them ; as it is written, The the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness there- 
people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up of. If any of them that believe not bid you 
to play. Neither let us commit fornication, as to a feast, and ye be disposed to go; whatso- 
some of them committed, and fell in one day ever is set before you, eat, asking no question 
three and twenty thousand. Neither let us for conscience sake. But if any man say unto 
tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, you. This is offered in sacrifice unto idols, 
and were destroyed of serpents. Neither eat not for his sake that shewed it, and for 
murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, conscience sake: for the earth is the Lord's, 
and were destroyed of the destroyer. and the fulness thereof : conscience, I say, not 

Now all these things happened unto them thine own, but of the other: for why is my 
for ensamples: and they are written for our liberty judged of another man’s conscience? 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the For if I by grace be a partaker, why am I evil 
world are come. Wherefore let him that spoken of for that for which I give thanks? 
thinketfa he standeth take heed lest he fall. Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
There hath no temptation taken you but whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 
such as is common to man; but God is faith- Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor 
ful, who will not suffer you to be tempted to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: 
above that ye are able; but will with the even as I please all men in all things, not 
temptation also make a way to escape, that seeking mine own profit, but the profit of 
ye may be able to bear it. many, that they may be saved. Be ye fol- 

Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from lowers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 


CHURCH PROBLEMS 


Corinthk 


We think of rnr own Church as me read these chapters, and fear that the conditions 
that Paul ma$ seeking to remedy at Corinth are with us . There is, at our meetings, 
room for a deeper reference and a more hallowed seme of worship. There is need for 
a revaluation of the capabilities of all worshippers with a view to closer co-operation 
in the work of the Church ; for a more bounteous spirit of love; andfor a more practical, 
more edifying, and more dynamic purpose. We should look upon the Church not so 
much as a building or a place of meeting, but as a body, alive, inspired, and dedicated 
■ to creative action, 

MOW 1 praise you, brethren, that ye re- When ye come together therefore into one 
member me In all things, and keep the place, this is not to eat the Lord’s supper, 
ordinances, as I delivered them to you. But For in eating every one taketh before other 
I would have you know, that the head of his own supper: and one is hungry, and 
every man is Christ; and the head of the another is drunken. What? have ye not 
* woman is the man; and the head of Christ is houses to eat and to drink in ? or despise ye 
God. Every man praying or prophesying, the church of God, and shame them that 
having his head covered, dishonoured! his have not? What shall I say to you? shall I 
head. But every woman that prayeth or pro- praise you in this ? I praise you not, 
phesieth with her head uncovered dishon- For I have received of the Lord that which 
oureth her head: for that is even all one as also I delivered unto you, That the Lord 
if she were shaven. For if the woman be not Jesus the same night in which he was be- 
'Covered, let her also be shorn : but if it be a trayed took bread ; and when he had gives* 
shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven, thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this 
let her be covered. For a man indeed ought is my body, which is broken for you : this do 
not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the in remembrance of me. After the same man- 
image and glory of God: but the woman is ner also he took the cup, when he had supped, 
the glory of the man, For the man is not of saying, This cup is the new testament in my 
the woman; but the woman of the man. blood : this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in re- 
Neither was the man created for the woman; membrane© of me. For as often as ye eat 
but the woman for the man. For this cause this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew 
ought the woman to have power on her head the Lord’s death till he come. Wherefore 
because of the angels. Nevertheless neither whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this 
is the man without the woman, neither the cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty 
woman without the man, in the Lord. For of the body and Mood of the Lord. But let 
as the woman is of the man, even so is the a man examine himself, and so let him eat 
man also by the woman; but all things of of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he 
God, Judge in yourselves: is it comely that that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth 
a woman pray unto God uncovered? Doth and drinketh damnation to himself, not dis- 
not even nature itself teach you, that, if a cerning the Lord’s body. For this cause 
man have long hair, it is a shame unto him? many are weak and sickly among you, 'and 
But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory many sleep. For ifwe would judge ourselves, 
to her : for her hair is given her for a covering, we should not be judged. But when we are 
But if any man seem to be contentious, we judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that 
have no such custom, neither the churches we should not be condemned with the world, 
of God, Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come 

together to eat, tarry one for another. And 
if any man hunger, let him eat at home ; that 
ye come not together unto condemnation. 
And the rest will 1 set in order when I come. 

Diversities of Gifts 

Mow concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, 
1 would not have you ignorant. Ye know 
that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto 
these dumb idols, even as ye were led. 


In the House of the Lard 
Mow in this that I declare unto you 1 
praise you not, that ye come together not for 
the better, but for the worse. For first of all, 
when ye come together m the church, I hear 
that there be divisions among you; and I 
partly believe it. For there must be also 
heresies among you, that they which are 
approved may be made manifest among you. 





Wherefore 1 give you to understand, that members of the body, which we think to be 
no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth less honourable, upon these we bestow more 
Tesrn accursed: and that no man can say abundant honour; and our uncomely parts 
that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy have more abundant comeliness. For our 
Gbost. comely parts have no need: but God hath 

Now there are diversities of gifts, but the tempered the body together, having given 
same Spirit. And there are differences of more abundant honour to that part which 
■ ^minis trations, but the same Lord. And lacked: that there should be no schism in the 
there are diversities of operations, but it is body; but that the members should have the 
the same God which worketh all in all. But same care one for another. And whether one 
the manifestation of the Spirit is given to member suffer, all the members suffer with 
every man to profit withal. For to one is it; or one member be honoured, all the 
riven by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to members rejoice with it. Now ye are the 
mother the word of knowledge by the same body of Christ, and members in particular. 
Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; And God hath set some in the church, 
to another the gifts of healing by the same first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly 
Soirif to another the working of miracles; teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of 
to another prophecy; to another discerning healings, helps, governments, diversities of 
of soirits ; to another divers kinds of tongues ; tongues. Are all apostles ? are all prophets . 
to another the interpretation of tongues: but are all teachers? are all workers of miracles , 
all these worketh that one and the selfsame Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak 
Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he with tongues? do all interpret? But cove 

earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I nnto 

For as the body is one, and hath many you a more excellent way. 
members, and all the members of that one w of Lffoe 

hodv being many, art one body: so- also is * 

ChSt Fo? by om Spirit arc ». all baptized Though I speak with the tongues of men 

whether w. be Jews Or Gen- and of angels, and have not c^ty, lam 
tiles, whether we be bond or free; and have become as sounding brass, or “ 1 
hf>»n -ill made to drink into one Spirit. For cymbal. And though I have the gift of 
the body is not one member, but many. If prophecy, and understand a “ 

the foot shall sav, Because I am not the all knowledge; and though I have all faith, 
£nd, I am not of the body ; is it therefore so that I could remove mountains, audhave 
_ t n* the hodv •* And if the ear shall say, not charity, I am nothing. And though I 
Becalet ^i not the eye, I mn not of tie bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and 
h _j v . k it therefore not of the body? If the though I give my body to be burned, and 
Se bSfwem L eye where were the have not charity, it profiteth me nothing 
whoie body wer J, . where Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity 

STL Imclling? But now hath God s« 

the members every one of them m the body, not P> . not eas ii y 

sffisssss-sisiss s&ss'Ar* bopt,h ' 

no need of thee: nor again the head to t e ng a > faileth* but whether there 

feet, I have no need of you. Nay, much more ^hanpy never fmleth^ w ^ 

those members of the body, which seem to e PP ‘ ^ shall ceaS e; whether there 
be more feeble, are necessary: and those be tongues, mey 

1 We feel, as we come upon this h T mn ^ 1 °^!^ D f t toutiM^Ilm^The^hange in style and spirit 
meeting into a cathedral service during the singing reader ask if there is any connexion between 

between it and the preceding chap«ofar^nent mate £«**££* dealt J th the problems and 
them. The answer is, that love is the ^ . t j^ Church. Then, turning from the discussion of 

jealousies that have brought discord and , d ^f* “2 knowledge, he says, I will show you the true glory 
miraculous gifts, ecstatic aepeneaces, and sup Abnormal or supernatural display but m the 

of the Church and of the Christian life. Look nw for « m ®y aD * divine miracle; super- 

patient, enduring, sacrificing minify of love. Tta is tie wonder 
natural love, the spirit and mind of Christ m the daily hves 
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be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we 
know in part, and we prophesy in part. But 
when that which is perfect is come, then that 
which is in part shall be done away. When 
I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood 
as a child, I thought as a child: but when I 
became a man, 1 put away childish things. 
For now we see through a glass, darkly; but 
then face to face : now I know in part; but 
then shall I know even as also I am known. 

now abideth faith, hope, charity, these 
three; but the greatest of these is charity. 

The Supreme Test 

Follow after charity, and desire spiritual 
gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy. For 
he that speaketh in an unknown tongue 
speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for 
no man understandeth him; howbeit in. the 
spirit he speaketh mysteries. But he that 
prophesieth speaketh unto men to edifica- 
tion, and exhortation, and comfort. He that 
speaketh in an unknown tongue ediheth 
himself; but. he that prophesicth edifieth the 
church. I would that ye ail spake with 
tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for 
greater is he that prophesicth than he that 
speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, 
that the church may receive edifying. 

Now, brethren, if I come unto you speak- 
ing with tongues, what shall I profit you, 
except I shall speak to you either by revela- 
tion, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, 
or by doctrine ? And even things without life 
giving sound, whether pipe or harp, except 
they give a distinction in the sounds, how 
shall it be known what is piped or harped? 
For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, 
shall prepare himself to the battle? So 
.likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue 
easy to be understood, how shall It be 
known what is spoken? for ye shall speak 
into the air. There are, it may be, so many 
kinds of voices in the world, and none of 
them is without signification. Therefore if 
I know not the meaning of the voice, I shall 
be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, and 
he that speaketh shah be a barbarian unto me. 
ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of 
gifts, seek that ye may excel to the 
edifying of the church. Wherefore let him 
that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray 
that he may interpret. For if I pray in an 
unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my 
understanding is unfruitful. What is it then ? 
I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray 


wish the understanding also: 1 will sing with 
the spirit, and I will sing with the under- 
standing also. Else when thou shait bless 
with the spirit, how shall he that oecupieth 
the room of the unlearned say Amen at thy 
giving of thanks, seeing he undervtandeth 
not what thou sayest? For thou verily givest 
thanks well, but the other is not edified. I 
thank my God, 1 speak with tongues more 
than ye all : yet in the church 1 had rather 
speak live words with my understanding, that 
by my voice 1 might teach others also, than 
ten thousand words in an unknown tongue. 

Brethren, be not children in understand- 
ing: howbeit in malice be ye children, but 
in understanding be men, In the law it is 
written, With men of oilier tongues and 
other lips will I speak unto this people, and 
yet for all that will they not hear me, saith 
the Lord. Wherefore tongues are for a sign, 
not to them that believe, but to them that 
believe nut: but prophesying serve! h not for 
them that believe not, but for them which 
believe. If therefore the whole church be 
come together into one place, and all speak 
with tongues, and there conic in those that 
are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not 
say that ye are mad? But if all prophesy, and 
there come in one that believeth not, or one 
unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged 
of a!!; and thus are the secrets of Ms heart 
made manifest; and so falling down on his 
face he will worship God, and report that 
God is in you of a. truth. 

How is it then, brethren ? when ye come 
together, every one of you hath a psalm, .hath 
a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, 
hath an interpretation. Let all things, be 
done unto edifying. If any man speak in an 
unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the 
most by three, and that by course; and let 
one interpret. But if there be no interpreter, 
let him keep silence in the church; and let 
him speak to himself, and to God, Let the 
prophets speak two or three, and let the 
other judge. If any thing be revealed to 
another that sitteth by, let the first hold Ms 
peace. For ye may all prophesy one by one, 
that all may learn, and ail may be comforted. 
And the spirits of the prophets are subject 
to the prophets. For God is not the author 
of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches 
of the saints. 

Let your women keep silence in the 
churches: for it is not permitted unto them 
to speak; but they are commanded to be 
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under obedience, as also sasth the law. And 
if they will learn any thing, let them ask their 
husbands at home; tor it is a shame for 
women to speak in the church. What ? came 
the word of Cod out from you? or came it 
unto vou only? 

If any man think himself to be a prophet, 


or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the 
things that I write unto you are the com- 
mandments of the Lord. But if any man be 
ignorant, let him be ignorant. 

Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, 
and forbid not to speak with tongues. Let 
all things be done decently and in order. 


INTELLECTUAL PROBLEMS I Corinthians 15, 1-58 

Of all the problems that engage the mind of man, the mystery of death is the most 
difficult to solve , and we owe to Paul our deepest gratitude for showing that in Christ 
Je have the key to it. To the Apostle, Christ’s resurrection is a specific instance, and 
revelation in history, of personal immortality, of the continuity of spiritual life and its 
independence of physical conditions. To illuminate his theme Paul draws an analogy 
from nature. The life that is in the seed, the same life as is buried, comes forth in 
a new body, in a body that is adapted to the needs of a new existence. This truth the 
resurrection of Christ has brought to light: and with it the companion truth, that Christ 
is also the Saviour and Perfecter of man’s immortal spirit. 

MOREOVER, brethren, I declare unto you risen, then is our preaching vain, and your 
the gospel which 1 preached unto you, which faith is also vamYea, and we as 

also ve have received, and wherein ye stand ; witnesses of God ; because we have testified 
bv which also ve are saved, if ye keep in of God that he raised up Christ; whom he 
memorv what I preached unto you, unless raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. 
ve Ze believed in vain. For I delivered For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ 
unto you first of all that which 1 also re- raised: and if Christ be not faith 

ceived, how that Christ died for our sins is vam; ye are yet m y°“sms. Then Ay 
according to the scriptures; and that he was also winch are fallen a I p 
buried 'imi that he rose again the third day perished. If in dus life o y . U1 

L that he was in Christ, we are o£ .1! men most mm**. 


the gospel which 1. preached unto you* which 
also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 
by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in 
memory what I preached unto you, unless 
ye have believed in vain, hot I delivered 
unto you first of all that which I also re- 
ceived, how :that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; and that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures : and that he was 
seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: after 
that, he was seen of above five hundred 
brethren at once; of whom the greater part 
remain unto this present, but some are fallen 
asleep. After that, he was seen of James; 
then of all the apostles. And last of all he 
ms seen of me also, as of one bom out of due 
time. For I am the least of the apostles, that 
am not meet to be called an apostle, because 
I persecuted the church of God. But by the 
grace of God I am what I am: and his grace 
which was bestowed upon me was not m 
vain; but 1 laboured, snore abundantly than 
they all: yet not I, but the grace of God 
which was with me. Therefore whether it 
were I or they, so we preach, and so ye 
believed* 

The Resurrection of Christ 
Now if Christ be preached that he rose 
from the dead, how say some among you 
that there is no resurrection of the dead. 
But if there be no resurrection of the dead, 
then is Christ not risen: and if Christ be not 


The Resurrection of Believers 
But now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the firstfruits of them that slept. For 
since by man came death, by man came also 
the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive. But every man in his own order : Christ 
the firstfruits ; afterward they that are Christ’s 
at his coming. Then cometh the end, when 
he shall have delivered up the kingdom to 
God, even the Father; when lie shall have 
put down all rule and all authority and power. 
For he must reign, till he hath put all ene- 
mies under his feet. The last enemy that 
shall be destroyed is death. For he hath put 
all things under his feet. But when he saath, 
all things are put under him, it is manifest 
that he is excepted, which did put all things 
under him. And when all things shall be 
subdued unto him, then shall the Son also 
himself be subject unto him that put all 
things under him, that God may be all in all. 

Else what shall they do which are baptized 
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for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why 
are they then baptized for the dead? And 
why stand we in jeopardy every hour? I pro- 
test by your rejoicing which I have in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, I die daily* If after the .man- 
ner of men I have fought with beasts at 
Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if the dead 
rise not? let us eat and drink; for to morrow 
we die. Be not deceived: evil communica- 
tions corrupt good manners. Awake to 
righteousness, and sin not; for some have 
not the knowledge of God: I speak this to 
your shame. 

Questions Answered 
But some man will say. How are the dead 
raised up? and with what body do they 
come? Thou fool, that which thou sowest 
is not quickened, except it die: and that 
which thou sowest, thou sowest not that 
body that shall be, but bare grain, it may 
chance of wheat, or of some other grain: but 
God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, 
and to every seed his own body. All flesh 
Is not the same flesh; but there is one kind 
of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, 
another of fishes, and another of birds. 
There are also celestial bodies, and bodies 
terrestrial; but the glory of the celestial is 
one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. 
There is one glory of the sun, and another 
glory of the moon, and another glory of the 
stars: for one star differed* from another star 
in glory. So also is the resurrection of the 
dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised 
in incorruption: it is sown in dishonour; it 
is raised in glory: it is so wn in weakness ; it 
Is raised in power; it is sown a natural body 5 
it is raised a spiritual body. There is a 
natural body, and there is a spiritual body. . 
And so it is written, The first man Adam 
was made a living soul; the last Adam was 
made a quickening spirit. Howbeit that was 
not first' which is spiritual, but that which is 
natural 5 and afterward that which is spiritual. 
'The first man is of the earth, earthy: the 
second man ' is the Lord from heaven. As 
Is the earthy, such are they also that are 
earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they 
also that are heavenly. And as we have borne 
the image of the earthy, we shall also bear 
the image of the heavenly. 

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; 
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. 
Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not 


all sleep, but we shall all be changed, k a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trump; for the trumpet shall sound, and 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed. For this corruptible 
must put on inc&rraption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality. So when this 
corruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall have put on immor- 
tality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is swallowed 
up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? 

0 grave, where is thy victory? The sting of 
death is sin; and the strength of sin is the 
law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye sted- 
fast, immoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

GENERAL MATTERS 1 Car. 16 , 1-24 

Whatever heights 0 / thought hi reac$m s Paul 
never forgets the needs of Ms friends » nor the 
kindnesses that have been shown m Mm in the 
homes of the people of God* 

Now concerning the collection for the 
saints, as I have given order to the churches 
of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day 
of the week let every one of you lay by Mm 
in store, as God hath prospered Mm, that 
there be no gatherings when I come. And 
when I come, whomsoever ye shall approve 
by your letters, them will I send to bring 
your liberality unto Jerusalem. And if it be 
meet that I go also, they shall go with me. 
Now I will come unto you, when I shall pass 
through Macedonia: for I do pass through 
Macedonia. And it may be that 1 will abide, 
yea, and winter with you, that ye may bring 
me on my journey whithersoever I go. For 

1 will not see you now by the way; but I trust 
to tarry a while with you, if the Lord permit. 
But I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost. 
For a great door and effectual is opened unto 
me, and there are many adversaries. 

Now if Timotheus come, see that he may 
be with you without fear ; for he worked* the 
work of the Lord, as I also do. Let no man 
therefore despise him: but conduct him forth 
in peace, that he may come unto me; for I 
look for him with the brethren. As touching 
our brother Apollos, I greatly desired him 
to come unto you with the brethren; but his 
will was not at all to come at this time; but 
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the second epistle 

OF PAUL TO THE 

CORINTHIANS 

TO COMFORT THOSE WHO ARE DOWN-HEARTED 

Those who feel they have been misunderstood and ill-treated, who have been hard 
t,med and heavily afflicted in the battle of life, handicapped by physical disabilities, 
JJ mmd by M to these and many, others the Apostle sends a message of 
affection confidence, and promise, sealed with the confession of his own expenen . 

Like a comrade who has known similar trials and won thr f ug ’ the^Present^ordeal 

are still bearing the strain that in the end they too 

os a light affliction that worketh an eternal weight of glory, through the t t } 

all mercies and the God of all comfort. 

THE VOICE OF EXPERIENCE 2 Corinthians 1, i-n 

P AUL an aposde ^£ 3 * * ggfflS : b°e 

which is at Corinth, with all the non, wmcn^is we also sufEer: or 

saints which are in all Achaia: gracebe whether we be 8 comforted, it is for your con- 
you and peace from God our Father, an ^ salvation . And our hope of you 

from the Lord Jesus Christ. . _ t imowine, that as ye are partakers 

Blessed be God, even the Father of our is stedfa^vnng, ^ ^ ^ ^ rf ^ 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, Qla tion. p or we would not, brethren, 

and the God of all comfort; who comforte ignorant of our trouble which came 

us in all our tribulation, that we may be able ha y gn ^ we wgre pressed out 
to comfort them which are m any trouble, above stren gth, insomuch that 

by the comfort wherewith we ourselves ar des paired even of life: but we had the 

comforted of God. For as the sufferings of we despaired ev 


he will come when he shall have convenient 

DE Watch ve, stand fast in the faith, quit you 
like men, "be strong. Let ah your things be 
done with charity. 

1 beseech you, brethren, (ye know the 
house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits 
of Achaia, and that they have addicted them- 
selves to the ministry of the saints,) that ye 
submit yourselves unto such, and to every 
one that helpeth with us, and laboureth. I 
am glad of the coming of Stephanas and 
Fortunatus and Achaicus : for that which was 
lacking on your part they have supplied. For 


they have refreshed my spirit and yours: 
therefore acknowledge ye them that are 
such. 

The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila 
and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, 
with the church that is in their house. All 
the brethren greet you. Greet ye one another 
with an holy kiss. 

The salutation of me Paul with mine own 
hand. If any man love not the Lord Jesus 
Christ, let him be Anathema Maran-atha. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you. My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 


2 CORINTHIANS 1, 9 
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sentence of death in ourselves, that we should 
not trust in ourselves* but in God which 
raiseth the dead; who delivered us from so 
great a death* and doth deliver : in whom we 
trust that he will yet deliver us; ye also help- 


ing together by prayer for us* that for the 
gift bestowed upon us by the means of many 
persons thanks may be given by many on our 

behalf. 


THE COMFORT OF CONFIDENCE 


Cmnihittm ! f 12—7, 16 


When a man is sure of the. mad he takes , his hart is comforted* however rough the way 
or long the journey. It was so with Paul, He had a good conscience. It had led him 
into difficult country and hazardous situations* but it had brought him* in the Corin- 
thians* friends that were good and true . What a joy to be added to the comfort that 
the rood was right ! And what a comfort , in itself is the friendship of sympathetic* 
understanding people * to whom one can speak freely* and feel that the words spoken 
will never be betrayed. There is deep and lasting comfort in the loyalty of friends. 
But an enlightened conscience and true friends are only two of the gifts of the God of 
Comfort, There is His greatest gift* the good news of the Gospel* the gift of Christ* 
of the Spirit of Life* the promise of Salvation* and the Hope of Glory, In these* says 
the Apostle* we have sure confidence. And nothing contributes so much to the hearts 
comfort as a God-inspired confidence 


FOR our rejoicing is this* the testimony of 
our conscience, that in simplicity and godly 
sincerity* not with fleshly wisdom* but by the 
grace of God, we have had our conversation 
in the world, and more abundantly to you- 
ward, For we write none other things unto 
you* than what ye read or acknowledge; and 
I trust ye shall acknowledge even to the end; 
as also ye have acknowledged us in part* that 
we are your rejoicing* even as ye also are ours 
in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

And in this confidence I was minded to 
come unto you before* that ye might have 
a second benefit; and to pass by you into 
Macedonia* and to come again out of Mace- 
donia unto you* and of you to be brought on 
my way toward Judaea. When I therefore 
was thus minded, did I use lightness? or the 
things that I purpose, do I purpose accord- 
ing to the flesh* that with me there should 
be yea yea* and my nay? But as God is true* 
our word toward you was not yea and my. 
For the Son of God* Jesus Christ* who was 
preached among you by us* even by me and 
Silvanus and Timotheus* was not yea and 
nay* but in him was yea. For all the promises 
of God in him are yea* and in him Amen, 
unto the glory of God by us. Now he which 
stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath 
anointed us, is God ; who hath also sealed 1 us* 


and given the earnest of the Spirit in our 
hearts. 

Moreover I call God for a record, upon my 
soul* that to spare you I came not as yet 
unto Corinth. Not for that we have do- 
minion over your faith, but are helpers of 
your joy: for by faith ye stand. But 1 deter- 
mined this with myself, that I would not 
come again to you in heaviness. For if I 
make you sorry, who is he then that maketh 
me glad, but the same which is made sorry 
by me? And I wrote this same unto you, lest* 
when I came, I should have sorrow from 
them of whom I ought to rejoice; having 
confidence in you all, that my joy 1 $ the joy 
of you all. For out of much affliction and 
anguish of heart I wrote unto you with many 
tears; not that ye should be grieved* but that 
K might know the love which I have more 
abundantly unto you, 

The Ministry of Comfort 

But if any have caused grief* he hath not 
grieved me* but in part; that 1 may not over- 
charge you all. Sufficient to such a man is 
this punishment* which was inflicted of 
many. So that contrariwise ye ought rather 
to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps 
such a one should be swallowed up with 
overmuch sorrow. Wherefore I beseech you 


1 Stamping His image, the Spirit of Jesus, on our hearts, thus sealing us as His property, and giving us* 
as a pledge of His promises, a first instalment of eternal life. 
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' . 1 Tkm outward eye,' for example, can see 'trees and flowers,, the clouds and "the .ocean, but it cannot, by its 
own unaided power, see beauty* 

? The divme task of creating a united humanity, of changing the spirit of the world from enmity to friend- 
ship, which .God, undertook to effect in and through. Christ, must engage the minds of all who 1 have become 
new creatures in Christ. 


2 CORINTHIANS 4, 8 


we are perplexed, but not in despair; per- 
secuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but 
not destroyed; always bearing about in the 
body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the 
life also of Jesus might be made manifest in 
our body* For we which live are alway de- 
livered unto death for Jesus* sake, that the 
life also of Jesus might be made manifest in 
our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in 
us, but life in you. We having the same spirit 
of faith, according as it is written, I believed, 
and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, 
and therefore, speak; knowing that he which 
raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us 
also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. 
For all things are for your sakes, that the 
abundant grace might through the thanks- 
giving of many redound to the glory’ of God. 

For which cause we faint not ; but though 
our outward man perish, yet the inward man 
is renewed day by day. For our light afflic- 
tion, which is but for a moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory; while we look not at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen: for the things which are seen are 
temporal; but the things which are not seen 
are eternal. 1 

For we know that if our earthly house of 
this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a 
building of God, an house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this 
we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed 
upon with our house which is from heaven: 
if so be that being clothed we shall not be 
found naked. For we that are in this taber- 
nacle do groan, being burdened: not for that 
we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, 
that mortality might be swallowed up of life. 
Now he that hath wrought us for the self- 
same thing is God, who also hath given unto 
us the earnest of the Spirit. Therefore we 
are always confident, knowing that, whilst 
we are at home in the body, we are absent 
from the 'Lord; (for we walk by faith, not by 
sight;) we are confident, I say, and willing 
rather to be absent from the body, and to be 
present with the Lord. Wherefore we labour, 
that, whether present or absent, we may be 
accepted of him. For we must all appear 
before the Judgment seat of Christ; that 


every one may receive the things done in his 
body, according to that lie hath done, whether 
It be good or bad. 

The Promise of Salvation 
Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, 
we persuade men; but we are made manifest 
unto God; and I trust also are made mani- 
fest in your consciences. For we commend 
not ourselves again unto you, but give you 
occasion to glory on our behalf, that ye may 
have somewhat to answer them which glory 
in appearance, md not in heart. For whether 
we be beside ourselves, it is to God; or 
whether we be sober, it Is for your cause. 
For the love of Christ constraineth us; be- 
cause we thus fudge, that if one died for all, 
then were ail dead; and that he died for ail, 
that they which live should not henceforth 
live unto themselves, but unto Mm which 
died for them, md rose again. Wherefore 
henceforth know we no man after the flesh; 
yea, though we have known Christ after the 
flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no 
more. Therefore if any man be in Christ, 
he k a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new. 
And all things are of God, who hath recon- 
ciled us to himself by Jobs Christ, and hath 
given to us a the ministry of reconciliation; to 
wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto himself, not imputing their tres- 
passes unto them; and hath committed unto 
us the word of reconciliation. 

Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God did beseech you by us: we 
pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled 
to God. For he hath made him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin; that we might be 
made ‘ the righteousness of God in him. 
We then, as workers together with him, be- 
seech you also that ye receive not the grace 
of God in vain. (For he saith, 

I have heard thee in a time accepted, 
And in the day of salvation have I suc- 
coured thee; 

behold, now is the accepted time; behold, 
now is the day of salvation,) Giving no 
offence in any thing, that the ministry be 
not blamed: but in all things approving 
ourselves as the ministers of God, in much 
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THEY WILL BE AS EAGER AND KEEN AS SPORTSMEN 

But it will be for the success of God’s Cause. Sport is not and cannot be the whole or 
main interest of God’s world-makers, but His people will not be out-rivalled in spirit, 
training, and self-discipline by the athletes at Corinth or elsewhere. 


patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in dig- 
resses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in 
umultB} in labours. In watchings, in fastings; 
>y pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, 
>y kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love 
unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the 
jower of God, by the armour of righteous- 
less on the right hand and on the left, by 
Honour and dishonour, by evil report and 
pod report; as deceivers, and yet true; as 
inknown, and yet well known; as dying, 
ind, behold, we live; as chastened, and 
lot killed; as sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; 
is poor, yet making many rich; as having 
lothing, and yet possessing all things. 

O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto 
pu, our heart is enlarged. Ye are not 
straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your 


own bowels. Now for a recompence in the 
same, (I speak as unto my children,) be ye 
also enlarged. 

Be ye not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath right- 
eousness with unrighteousness? and what 
communion hath light with darkness? And 
what concord hath Christ with Belial? or 
what part hath he that beiieveth with an 
infidel ? And what agreement hath the temple 
of God with idols? for ye are the temple of 
the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell 
in them, and walk in them; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 
Wherefore 

Come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, 
saith the Lord, 






A Messenger of Comfort 

For, when we were come into Macedonia, 
our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled 
on every side; without were fightings, within 
were fears. Nevertheless God, that com- 
fort eth those that are cast down, comforted 
us by the coming of Tims; and not by his 
coming only, but by the consolation where- 
with he was comforted in you, when he told 
us your earnest desire, your mourning, your 
fervent mind toward me; so that I rejoiced 
the more. For though I made you sorry 
with a letter, I do not repent, though I did 
repent: for I perceive that the same epistle 
hath made you sorry, though it were but for 


mat our care lor you m me signt ot tiod 
might appear unto you* Therefore we were 
comforted in your comfort: yea, and exceed- 
ingly the more joyed we for the joy of Titus, 
because his spirit was refreshed by you all. 
For if I have boasted any thing to him of 
you, I am not ashamed; but as we spake ail 
things to you in truth, even so our boasting, 
which I made before Titus, is found a truth. 
And his inward affection is more abundant 
toward you, whilst he remembereth the 
obedience of you all, how with fear and 
trembling ye received him. I rejoice there- 
fore that I have confidence in you in all 
things. 


RELIEVING DISTRESS 2 Corinthians 8, 1 — 9 , 15 

Money or material help , when given gladly , becomes a sacrament of heavenly comfort 
to those who are in need , and no less a blessing to those who give . Paul , therefore , 
makes no apology for appealing to the Corinthians to give generously to the collection 
for the poor of Jerusalem . But note how he presses home his plea — not by describing 
the distress they are asked to relieve^ but by reminding them of their immeasurable 
indebtedness to God , so that their gifts should not spring from pity , but from gratitude , 
and he sent forthwith joy. 


MOREOVER, brethren, we do you to wit of 
the grace of God bestowed on the churches 
of Macedonia; how that in a great trial of 
affliction the abundance of their joy and 
their deep poverty abounded unto the riches 
of their liberality. For to their power, I bear 
record, yea, and beyond their power they 
were willing of themselves ; praying us with 
much intreaty that we would receive the gift, 
and take upon us the fellowship of the 


mimstering to the saints* And this they did, 
not as we hoped, but first gave their own 
selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will 
of God. Insomuch that we desired Titus, 
that as he had begun, so he would also finish 
in you the same grace also. Therefore, as ye 
abound in every thing, in faith, and utter- 
ance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, 
and in your love to us, see that ye abound 
in this grace also. I speak not by command- 





2 CORINTHIANS 9 , 15 

meat, but by occasion of the forwardness of For as touching the ministering to the 
others, and to prove the sincerity of your saints, it is superfluous for me to write to 
love. For ye know the grace of our Lord you: for I know the forwardness of your 
Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet mind, for which I boast of you to them of 
for your sakes he became poor, that ye Macedonia, that Achaia was ready a year 
through Ms poverty might be rich. And ago ; and your zeal hath provoked very many, 
herein I give my advice ; for this is expedient Yet have I sent the brethren, lest our boast- 
for you, who have begun before, not only to ing of you should be in vain in this behalf; 
do, but also to be forward a year ago. Now that, as I said, ye may be ready: lest haply 
therefore perform 1 the doing of it; that as if they of Macedonia come with me, and find 
there was a readiness to will, so there may you unprepared, we (that we say not, ye) 
be a performance also out of that which ye should be ashamed in this same confident 
have. For if there be first a willing mind, it boasting. Therefore I thought it necessary 
is accepted according to that a man hath, and to exhort the brethren, that they would go 
not according to that he hath not. For I before unto you, and make up beforehand 
mean not that other men be eased, and ye your bounty, whereof ye had notice before, 
burdened: but by an equality, that now at that the same might be ready, as a matter of 
this time your abundance may be a supply bounty, and not as of covetousness, 
for their want, that their abundance also 

may be a supply for your want : that there Q d L h Gker 

may be equality : as it is written, He that had J 

gathered much had nothing over; and he But this I say, He which soweth sparingly 

that had gathered little had no lack. shall reap also sparingly ; and he which soweth 

bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every 
Show the Proof of your Love man according as he purposeth in his heart. 

But thanks be to God, which put the same so let him give; not grudgingly, or of neces- 
earnest care into the heart of Titus for you. sity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And 
For indeed he accepted the exhortation ; but God is able to make all grace abound toward 
being more forward, of his own accord he you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in 
went unto you. And we have sent with him all things, may abound to every good work: 
the brother, whose praise is in the gospel (as it is written, 

throughout aH the churches; and not that He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given 
only, but who was also chosen of the churches to the poor : 

to travel with us with this grace, which is His righteousness remained! for ever, 
administered by us to the glory of the same Now he that ministereth seed to the sower 
Lord, and declaration of your ready mind : both minister bread for your food, and 
avoiding this, that no man should blame us multiply your seed sown, and increase the 
in this abundance which is administered by fruits of your righteousness ;) being enriched 
us: providing for honest things, not only in in every thing to all bountifulness, which 
the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight causeth through us. thanksgiving to God. 
of men. And we have sent with them our For the administration of this service not 
brother, whom we have oftentimes proved only supplieth the want of the saints, but is 
diligent in many things, but now much more abundant also by many thanksgivings unto 
diligent, upon the great confidence which I God; whiles by the experiment of this minis- 
have in you. Whether any do inquire of tration they glorify God for your professed 
Titus, he is my partner and feilowhelper subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for 
concerning you; or our brethren be inquired your liberal distribution unto them, and unto 
of, they are the messengers of the churches, all men; and by their prayer for you, which 
and the glory of Christ. Wherefore shew ye long after you for the exceeding grace of God 
to them, and before the churches, the proof of in you. Thanks be unto God for his unspeak- 
your love, and of our boasting on your behalf, able gift. 

1 Carry it through to the end, and do so bountifully with a cheerful spirit. Some of the loftiest sentences 
Paul ever penned about the Gospel were written when he was dealing with the raising of money for the poor 
Christians at Jerusalem, The collection was not merely a question of finance. It was a spmtual bond to 
draw the members of different churches into closer unity; a spiritual service that caUed for the exercise ot 
spiritual gifts. The way the Apostle handles the matter reveals an aspect of his character which enhances 
our regard for him. 
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THE ARMOUR OF EXPERIENCE 2 Corinthians 10, 1 — 13, I0 

The tom of the last four chapters of the Epistle is so different from that of the first 
nine chapters that many scfwktrs think they must have formed , originally , part of 
another letter. Various other explanations have been offered, but all admit they were 
written by Paul to the Corinthians ; and for our purpose that is all that matters. It is 
a page of his life, so personal that we might call it a page of his diary. It gives, with 
Ms own interpretation , some of Ms most intimate experiences. These naturally illu- 
minate Ms writings and works. But the point toe would make here is the way he uses 
Ms experiences in tMs letter. They are his shield of defence and Ms weapon of attack. 
Nothing can break down the stronghold of personal experience , and nothing is so 
effective in argument and conflict as the sword that has been strengthened in the fires 
of the soul. Personally, we are glad to find the toms of comfort and combat in the 
same Epistle, and to bum that both are characteristic of the Christian spirit. 

NOW I Paul myself beseech you by the a measure to reach even unto you. For we 
meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in stretch not ourselves beyond our measure, 
presence am base among you, but being as though we reached not unto you: for we 
absent am bold toward you: but I beseech are come as far as to you also in preaching 
you, that I may not be bold when I am pre- the gospel of Christ : not boasting of thing* 
sent with that confidence, wherewith I think without our measure, that is, of other men’s 
to be bold against some, which think of us as labours; but having hope, when your faith 
if we walked according to the flesh. For is increased, that we shall be enlarged by you 
though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to our rule abundantly, to preach 
after the flesh: (for the weapons of our war- the gospel in die regions beyond you, and 
fare are not carnal, but mighty through God not to boast in another man’s line of thing* 
to the pulling down of strong holds ;) casting made ready to our hand. But he that glorieth, 
down imaginations, and every high thing let him glory in the Lord. For not he that 
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of commendeth himself is approved, but whom 
God, and bringing into captivity every the Lord commendeth. 


NOW I Paul myself beseech you by the 
meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in 
presence am base among you, but being 
absent am bold toward you: but I beseech 
you, that I may not be bold when I am pre- 
sent with that confidence, wherewith I think 
to be bold against some, which think of us as 
if we walked according to the flesh. For 
though we walk in the flesh, we do not war 
after the flesh: (for the weapons of our war- 
fare are not carnal, but mighty through God 
to the pulling down of strong holds;) casting 
down imaginations, and every high thing 
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ; and 
tatving in a readiness to revenge all dis- 
obedience, when your obedience is fulfilled. 
Do ye look on things after the outward ap- 
pearance? If any man trust to himself that 
he is Christ’s, let him of himself think this 
again, that, as he is Christ’s, even so are we 
Christ’s. For though I should boast some- 
what more of our authority, which the Lord 
hath given us for edification, and not for your 
destruction, I should not be ashamed: that 
I may not seem as if I would terrify you by 
letters. For his letters, say they, are weighty 
and powerful; but his bodily presence is 
weak, and his speech contemptible. Let such 
an one think this, that, such as we are in 
word by letters when we are absent, such 
will we be also in deed when we are present. 
For we dare not make ourselves of the num- 
ber, or compare ourselves with some that 
commend themselves: but they measuring 
themselves by themselves, and comparing 
themselves among themselves, are not wise. 
But we will not boast of things without our 
measure, but according to the measure of 
the rule which God hath distributed to us. 


The Truth of Christ is in Me 

Would to God ye could bear with me a 
little in my folly: and indeed bear with me. 
For I am jealous over you with godly jeal- 
ousy: for I have espoused you to one hus- 
band, that I may present you as a chaste 
virgin to Christ. But I fear, lest by any 
means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through 
his subtilty, so your minds should be cor- 
rupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 
For if he that cometh preacheth another 
Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye 
receive another spirit, which ye have not 
received, or another gospel, which ye have 
not accepted, ye might well bear with him. 
For I suppose I was not a whit behind the 
very chiefest apostles. But though I be rude 
in speech, yet not in knowledge; but we have 
been throughly made manifest among you 
in all tilings. Have I committed an offence 
in abasing myself that ye might be exalted, 
because I have preached to you the gospel of 
God freely ? I robbed otter churches, taking 
wages of diem, to do you service. Aral when 
I was present with you, and wanted, I was 
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to rn&riJ fo t that which was ness. . Beside those things that are without, 
lacking to me the brethren which came from that which cometh upon me daily., the care 
Macedonia supplied ; and in all things 1 have of all the churches. Who is weak, and I am 
kept myself from being burdensome unto not weak? who is offended, and I burn not? 
you, and so will I keep myself. As the truth If I must needs glory, I will glory of the 
of Christ is in me., no man shall stop me things which concern mine infirmities . 1 The 
of this boasting in the regions of Achaia. God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Wherefore? because 1 love you not? God which, is blessed for evermore, knoweth that 
faioweth. But what I do, that I will do, that I lie not. In Damascus the governor under 
I may cut off occasion from them which Aretas the king kept the city of the Damas- 
desire occasion ; that wherein they glory, cenes with a garrison, desirous to apprehend 
they may be found even as we. For such are me: and through a window in a basket was 
false apostles, deceitful workers, transform- I let down by the wall, and escaped Ms hands, 
mg themselves into the apostles of Christ, . 

And no marvel; for Satan himself is txans- ™ Thorn m the Flesh 
formed into an angel of light. Therefore it It is not expedient for me doubtless to 

is so great thing if his ministers also be glory, I will come to visions and revelations 

transfonxied as the ministers of righteous- of the Lord. I knew a man in Christ above 
ness; whose end shall be according to their fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I 
works, cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I 

„ cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one 
This also ! have Kmmn caught up to the third heaven. And I knew 

I say again, Let no man think me a fool; such a man, (whether in the body, or out of 
if otherwise! .yet as a fool receive me, that I the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) how 

may 'boast myself a little. That which I that he was caught up into paradise, and 

Speak, I speak it not after the Lord, but as heard unspeakable words, which it is not 

it were foolishly, in this confidence of boast- lawful for a man to utter. Of such an one 

kg. Seeing that many glory after the flesh, will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, 
I will glory also. For ye suffer foots gladly, but in mine infirmities. For though I would 
seeing ye yourselves are wise. For ye suffer, desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I 

if a man bring you into bondage, if a .man will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any 

devour you, if a man take of you, if a man man should think of me above that wMch he 
exalt himself, if a man smite you on the face, seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me. 
I speak as concerning reproach, as though And lest I should be exalted above measure 
we had been weak. Howbeit whereinsoever through the abundance of the revelations, 
any is bold, (I speak foolishly,) I am bold there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, 
also. Are they Hebrews? so am I. Axe they the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I 
Israelites? so am L Are they the seed of should be exalted above measure. For this 

Abraham? so am L Are they ministers of thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it 

Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in might depart from me. And he said unto 
labours more abundant, in stripes above me. My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths strength is made perfect in weakness. Most 
oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty gladly therefore will I rather glory in my 
stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest 
rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in in- 

shipwreck, a night and a day I have been firmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in 

in the deep; in journeying® often, in perils persecutions, in distresses for Christ s sake: 

of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by for when I am weak, then am I strong, 

mine own countrymen, in perils by the I am become a fool in glorying; ye have 
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the compelled me : for I ought to have been com- 
wiidemess, in perils in the sea, in perils mended of you: for in nothing am I behind 

among false brethren; in weariness and pain- the very chiefest apostles, though I be no- 

fulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thing. Truly the signs of an apostle were 
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and naked- wrought among you m all patience, m signs, 
* CMiferfL life Paul, who have suffered much, been baffled and seen their plans defeated, say that what has 
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and wonders* and mighty deeds. For what 
is it wherein ye were inferior to other 
churches* except it be that I myself was not 
burdensome to you? forgive me this wrong. 

Behold, the third time 1 am ready to come 
to you ; and I will not be burdensome to you : 
for I seek not yours, but, you; for the children 
ought not to lay up for the parents, but the 
parents for the children. And 1 will very 
gladly spend and be spent for you; though 
the more abundantly I love you, the less I 
be loved. But be it so, I did not burden you; 
nevertheless, being crafty, I caught you with 
guile. Did I make a gain of you by any of 
them whom I sent unto you? I desired Titus, 
and with him I sent a brother. Did Titus 
make a gain of you? walked we not in the 
same spirit? walked we not in the same steps ? 


and foretell you, as if 1 were present, die 
second time; and being absent now I write 
to them which heretofore have sinned, and 
to all other, that, if 1 come again, 1 will not 
spare; since ye seek a proof of Christ speak- 
ing in me, which to yon-ward is not weak, 
but is mighty in you. For though he was 
crucified through weakness, yet he liveth by 
the power of God. For we also are weak in 
him, but we shall live with him by the power 
of God coward you. Examine yourselves, 
whether ye be in the faith; prove your own 
selves. Know ye not your own selves, how 
that Jesus Christ is in, you, except ye be 
reprobates? But I trust that yc shall know 
that we are not reprobates. Mow 1 pray to 
God that ye do no evil; not that we should 
appear approved, but that ye should do that 
which is honest, though we be as reprobates. 
For we can do nothing against the truth, but 
for the truth. For we are glad, when we are 
weak, and ye are strong; md this also we 
wish, even your perfection. Therefore I 
write these things being absent, lest being 
present I should use sharpness, according to 
the power which the Lord hath given me to 
edification, and not to destruction. 

A Benediction 

Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be 
of good comfort, be of one 'mind* live in 
peace; and the God of love and peace shall 
be with you. Greet one another with an holy 
kiss* 

AH the saints salute you. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God* and the communion of the 
Holy Ghost* be with you ail. Amen, 


For your Sake I speak Boldly 

Again, think ye that we excuse ourselves 
unto you? we speak before God in Christ : 
but we do all things, dearly beloved* for your 
edifying. For I fear, lest* when 1 come, I 
shall not find you such as I would* and that 
I shall be found unto you such as ye would 
not: lest there be debates* envyings* wraths, 
strifes, backbitings* whisperings* swellings, 
tumults; and lest* when I come again, my 
God will humble me among you, and that I 
shall bewail many which have sinned already, 
and have not repented of the uncleanness 
and fornication and lasciviousness which 
they have committed. 

This is the third time I am coming to you* 
In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall 
every word be established. I told you before* 



THE EPISTLE OF PAUL 

TO THE 

GALAX I A N S 

HOLD FAST THE CHRISTIAN GOSPEL 


For the salvation of the world depends upon it. There is only one way of saving the 
soul of a man, or mankind, and that is by a person. The nature of man is not changed 
by believing a doctrine, nor keeping a code of laws, but by living personal contact with 
someone he believes in. Then a miracle may happen, and often does. He partakes of 
the mind and spirit of his Saviour Friend, and becomes a new creature. But the friend 
must be someone he can implicitly trust. Hold that fast, says Paul, for it is the key 
to the mystery and miracle of human redemption. The whole secret lies in that simple, 
and oft-times slender, bond of faith. It is the one essential condition of any personal 
relationship; the one thing that can unite one person with another, and keep them 
together for ever. Imagine what that means, when the other Person is the Son of God: 
the Source, to man, of all the power of God, and the Heir to all the promises. God’s 
gift to man is a Person he can believe in; and he pleases God best who, with a thankful 
heart, accepts God’s gift. 

THE REVELATION TO PAUL Galatians 1, x— 2, 21 

P AUL, an apostle, (not of men, neither But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel 

by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God which was preached of me is not after man. 
the Father, who raised him from the For I neither received it of man, neither was 
dead;) and ail the brethren which are I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus 
with me, unto the churches of Galatia: grace Christ. For ye have heard of my conversa- 
be to you and peace from God the Father, tion in time past in the Jews’ religion, how 
and from our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave that beyond measure I persecuted the church 
himcplf for our sins, that he might deliver of God, and wasted it: and profited in the 
us from this present evil world, according to Jews’ religion above many my equals in mine 
the will of God and our Father: to whom be own nation, being more exceedingly zealous 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. of the traditions of my fathers. But when ii 

pleased God, who separated me from m 3 
No Other Gospel mother’s womb, and called me by his grace ; 

I marvel that ye are so soon removed from to reveal his Son in me, that I might preacl 
him that called you into the grace of Christ him among the heathen; immediately I con- 
unto another gospel: which is not another; ferred not with flesh and blood : neither wen 
but there be some that trouble you, and would 1 up to Jerusalem to them which wen 
pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, apostles before me; but I went into Arabia 
or an angel from heaven, preach any other and returned again unto Damascus, 
gospel unto you than that which we have Then after three years I went up to Jem 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. As salem to see Peter, and abode with hin 

we said before, so say I now again, If any fifteen days. But other of. the apost e 

man preach any other gospel unto you than saw I none, save James the Lord s brother 

that ye have received, let him be accursed. Now the dungs which I write tm y 

For do I now persuade men, or God? or do behold, before God, I he not Afterward 
I seek to please men ? for if I yet pleased men, I came into the regions of Syria l am 
I should not be the servant of Christ. Cilicia; and was unknown by face unto th 
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churches of Judaea which were in Christ : but 
they had heard only, That he which per- 
secuted us in times past now preacheth the 
faith which once lie destroyed. And they 
glorified God in me. 

Then fourteen years after I went up again 
to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus 
with me also. And I went up by revelation, 
and communicated unto them that gospel 
which I preach among the Gentiles, but 
privately to 'diem which were of reputation, 
lest by any means I should run, or had run, 
in vain. But neither Titus, who was with 
me, being a Greek, was compelled to be cir- 
cumcised; arid that because of false brethren 
unawares brought in, who came in privily to 
spy out our liberty which we have in Christ 
Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage : 
to whom we gave place by subjection, no, not 
for an hour ; that the truth of the gospel might 
continue with you. But of these who seemed 
to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it 
maketh no matter to me: God accepted* no 
roan’s person;) for they who seemed to be 
somewhat in conference added nothing to 
roe; but contrariwise, when they saw that 
the gospel of the uncircumcision was com- 
mitted unto me, as the gospel of the circum- 
cision was unto Peter; (for he that wrought 
effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the 
circumcision, the same was mighty in me 
toward the Gentiles;) and when James, 
Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, 
perceived the grace that was given unto me, 
they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands 
of fellowship; 'that we should go unto the 
heathen, and they unto the circumcision. 
Only they would that we should remember the 
poor ; the same which I also was forward to do. 


But when Peter was come to Antioch, I 
withstood him to the face, because he was 
to be blamed. For before that certain came 
from James, he did eat with the Gentiles; 
but when they were come, he withdrew and 
separated himself, fearing them which were 
of the circumcision. And the other Jews 
dissembled likewise with him; insomuch 
that Barnabas also was carried away with 
their dissimulation. But when I saw that 
they walked not uprightly according to the 
truth of the gospel, 1 said unto Peter before 
them all, If thou, being a Jew, Mvest after 
the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the 
jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to 
live as do the Jews? We who are Jews by 
nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles, 
knowing that a man is not justified by the 
works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus 
Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, 
that we might be justified by the faith of 
Christ, and not by the works of the law; for 
by the works of the law shall no flesh be 
justified. But if, while we seek to be justified 
by Christ, we ourselves also are found sin- 
ners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? 
God forbid. For if I build again the things 
which I destroyed, I make myself a trans- 
gressor. For I through the law am dead to 
the law, that I might live unto God. I am 
crucified with Christ ; nevertheless I live ; yet 
not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life 
which l now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave himself for me. I do not frus- 
trate the grace of God; for if righteousness 
come by the law, then Christ 1$ dead in 
win* 


THE PROMISE TO FAITH 


Galatians 


Many people still think? like the Galatians? that faith in Christ is mt alone sufficient 
to save a man’s soul ? and vainly endeavour to make their salvation sure by carefully 
observing certain rules and ceremonies . They do mt see that in so doing they are? in 
effect? substituting a code of laws for a life that is inspired by the Spirit of Christ? and 
making void the gift of God . Faith in Christ is more than a belief about Him; it mans 
living in personal relationship with Him? as with a trusted friend. And? says the 
Apostle? m one need have any doubt about this being the right and true way of saving 
men? for all Israel" $ history proves that it is God’s way* 

O FOOLISH Galatians, who hath bewitched would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit 
you, that ye should not obey the truth, before by the works of the law, or by the hearing of 
whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun in the 
set forth, crucified among you? This only Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? 



This, mare than anything else, wui^ ** "* 
they will be known as the Men of Faith, i 

Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if 
it be yet in vain. He therefore that muus- 
terethtoyouthe Spirit, and worketh miracles 
among you, doeth he it by the works of the 
law, or by the hearing of faith? Even as 
Abraham believed God, and it was 
to him for righteousness. Know ye therefor 
that they which are of faith, the same are the 
children of Abraham. And the smpwe, 

foreseeing that God would justify the heathen 

through faith, preached before the g P 
unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall ah 
nations be blessed. So then they which be 
of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. 
For as many as are of the works of the 1 
are tinder the corse: for it is written, 

that rnntmueth not in all things 


law in the sight of God, it is evident: tor. 
The just shall live by faith. And the law is 
not of faith: but. The man that doeth them 
s h a n live in them. Christ hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being made a curse 
for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one 
that hangeth on a tree: that the easing 
of Abraham might come on the Gentiles 
through Jesus Christ; that we might receive 
the promise of the Spint through faith. 

Brethren, I speak after the manner of 
men; Though it be but a man s covenant, 
vet if it be confirmed, no man disannulled!, 
or addeth thereto. Now to Abraham and Ms 
seed were the promises made. He saith not. 
And uTseeds, as of many; but as of one 
to thy seed, which is Christ. And this I say, 
that die covenant, that was confirmed before 
of God in Christ, the law, which was four 







GALATIANS 3 , 17 


hundred and thirty years afters otnnot dis- 
annul, that it should mate the promise of 
none effect* For if the inheritance be of the 
law, it is no more of promise : but God gave 
it to Abraham by promise* Wherefore then 
serveth the law? It was added because of 
transgressions, till the seed should come to 
whom the promise was made; and it was 
ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. 
Now a mediator is not a, mediator of one, but 
God is one. Is the few then against the 
promises of God? God forbid: for if there 
had been a law given which could have given 
life, verily righteousness should have been 
by the law. But the scripture hath concluded 
all under sin, that the promise by faith of 
Jesus Christ might be given to them that 
believe. 

But before faith came, wc were kept under 
the law, shut up unto the faith which should 
afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law 
was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, 
that we might be justified by faith. But after 
that faith is come, we are no longer under a 
schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many 
of you as have been baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there 
is neither male nor female: for ye are all one 
in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ’s, then 
are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according 
to the promise. 

Now I say. That the heir, as long as he is 
a child, differed! nothing from a servant, 
though he be lord of all; but is under tutors 
and governors until the time appointed of 
the father. Even so we, when we were chil- 
dren, were in bondage under the elements of 
the world; but when the fulness of the time 
was come,. God sent forth his Son, made of 
a woman, made under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons. And because 
ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit 
of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, 
Father. Wherefore thou art no more a ser- 
vant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of 
God through Christ. ; 

Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye 
did service unto them which by nature are 
no gods* But now, after that ye have known, 
God, or rather are known of God, how turn 
ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, 
whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? 
Ye observe days, and months, and times, and 


years. I am afraid of you, lest I have be- 
stowed upon you labour in vain. 

Brethren, I beseech you, be as I am; for 
I am as ye are : ye have not injured me at all. 
Ye know how through mfinntfy of the flesh 
I preached the gospel unto you it the first. 
And my temptation which was in my flesh 
ye despised not, nor rejected; but received 
me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. 
Where is then the blessedness ye spake of? 
for I bear you record, that, if it had been 
possible, ye would have plucked out your 
own eyes, and have given them to me. Am 
I therefore become your enemy, because I 
tell you the truth ? They zealously affect you, 
but not well; yea, they would exclude you, 
that ye might affect them. But it is good to 
be zealously affected always in a good thing, 
and not only when I am present with you. 
My little children, of whom I travail in birth 
again until Christ be formed in you, I desire 
to be present with you now, and to change 
my voice; for I stand in doubt of you. 

The Children of Promise 

TeM me, ye that desire to be under the 
few, do ye not hear the few? For it is written, 
that Abraham had two sons, the one by a 
bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. But 
he who was of the bondwoman was bom 
after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was 
by promise. Which things are an allegory: 
for these are the two covenants ; the one from 
the mount Sinai, which gendered* to bond- 
age, which is Agar. For this Agar is mount 
Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem 
which now is, and is in bondage with her 
children. But Jerusalem which is above is 
free, which is the mother of us all. For it is 
written. 

Rejoice, thou barren that bearesf not; 

Break forth and cry, thou that travailest 
not: 

For the desolate hath many more children 
than she which hath an husband. 

Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the chil- 
dren of promise. But as then he that was 
bom after the flesh persecuted Mm that was 
bom after the Spirit, even so it is now. 
Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast 
out the bondwoman and her son; for the son 
of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the 
son of the freewoman. So then, brethren, 
we are not children of the bondwoman, but 
of the free. 

Stand fast therefore in the liberty where- 



GI VE FAITH A CHANCE Galatians 5 , 13-6, 18 

Let the spirit that is bom in the heart of a believer in Christ have its way. Fear not 
its freedom. For it is the Spirit of God, which lives to create love, joy, peace, gentleness, 
generosity, and self-control. It works no evil, for its law is love ; but work it must, for 
it is the , Spirit of life and creative action , ever seeking to save and advance mankind. 
In Paul's day it was hard to get men to believe that to live and walk by the Spirit 
was the only gospel that could save the world. They raised all manner of arguments 
as men still do. 

glory, provoking one another, envying one 
another. 

Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, 
ye which are spiritual, restore such an one 
in the spirit of meekness; considering thy- 
self, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one 
another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ. For if a man think himself to be 
something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth 
hims elf. But let every man prove his own 
work, and then shall he have rejoicing in 
himself alone, and not in another. For every 
rnari s hall bear his own burden. 

Let him that is taught in the word com- 
municate unto him that teacheth in all good 
things. Be not deceived ; God is not mocked : 
for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh 
shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that 
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap 
life everlasting. And let us not be weary m 
well doing: for in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not. As we have therefore oppor- 
tunity, let us do good unto all men, especially 
unto them who are of the household of faith. 

Ye see how large a letter I have written 
unto you with mine own hand. As many as 
desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they 
constrain you to be circumcised; only lest 
they should suffer persecution for the cross 
of Christ. For neither they themselves who 


against it, 

FOR, brethren, ye have been called unto 
liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion 
to the flesh, but by love serve one another. 
For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even 
in this; Thou shall love thy neighbour as 
thyself. But if ye bite and devour one an- 
other, take heed that ye be not consumed one 
of another, # 

This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and 
ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For 
the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the 
Spirit against the flesh: and these are con- 
trary the one to the other: so that ye cannot 
do the things that ye would. But if ye be led 
of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. Now 
the works of the flesh are manifest, which 
are these ; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatted, 
variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, 
heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, 
revellings, and such like: of the which I tell 
you before, as I have also told you in time 
past, that they which do such things shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God, But the 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, temperance: against such there is no 
law. And they that are Christ’s have cruci- 
fied the flesh with the affections and lusts. 

If we five in the Spirit, let us also walk in 
the Soirit. Let us not be desirous of vain 





glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus From henceforth 
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto for 1 bear in my boz 
me, and I unto the world. For in Christ Jesus, 


THE EPISTLE OF PAUL 


THE FAITH THAT INTERPRETS HISTORY 


What is the secret of the mystery of the ages ? The. mystery that has been deepened. 


They wait upon Him; and in the light of the glory that is in Him , they gleam with 
meaning. However vast the aeons of time that passed before Christ came, they were 
all needed to make ready for Him; and vaster still must be the ages yet to be, if all 


IN PRAISE OF HIS GLORY 
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EPHESIANS 2 , 16 

of *him who worketh all things after the believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit 
counsel of his own. will., that we should be to of promise, which is the earnest of our in- 
the praise of Ms glory, who first trusted in heritance until the redemption of the pur- 
Christ* In whom ye also trusted, after that, chased possession* unto the praise of his 
ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of glory, 
your salvation: in whom also after that ye 

UNITY IN THE UNIVERSE Ephesians 1, i 5 -3, 21 

Christ is the key to history y the central fad of God*$ purpose and power . In Him 
we see both made manifest 9 and through Him evidence of the same purpose and power in 
the lives of individuals^ and in society generally . That purpose 5 as it is given here y is 
to bring all creation into perfect harmony , unity ; and peace , But do we know what 
that means y and realize its full significance — that it postulates the ultimate unity of 
everything $ the wholeness of the universe , and the value to God of the universe as 
a whole ? True y the Epistle deals largely with the Churchy but it is with the Church 
as the* instrument of this unifying mission of Christ; and as such the Church itself must 
be united with Christy tn a union as closely knit together as the parts of a human body . 

W HEREFORE I also, after I heard of your But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great 
faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the love wherewith he loved us, even when we 
saints, cease not to give thanks for you, mak- were dead in sins, hath quickened us to- 
ing mention of you in my prayers; that the gether with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of and hath raised us up together, and made us 
glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
and revelation In the knowledge of him: Jesus: that in the ages to come he might 
the eyes of your understanding being en- shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his 
lightened; that ye may know what is the kindness toward us through Christ Jesus, 
hope of his calling, and what the riches of For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 
the glory of his inheritance in the saints, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
what is the exceeding greatness of his power not of works, lest any man should boast, 
to us-ward who believe, according to the For we are his workmanship, created in 
working of his mighty power, which he Christ Jesus unto good works, which God 
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from hath before ordained that we should walk in 
the dead, and set him at his own right hand them, 
in the heavenly places, far above all prin- 

cipality, and power, and might, and do- Fitly Framed Together 
minion, and every name that is named, not Wherefore remember, that ye being in 
only in this world, but also in that which is time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
to come: and hath put ail things under his Uncircumcision by that which is called the 
feet, and gave him to be the head over all Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 
things to the church, which is his body, the that at that time ye were without Christ, 
fulness of him that fiUeth all in all. being aliens from the commonwealth of 

Israel, and strangers from the covenants of 
Individuals promise, having no hope, and without God 

And you hath he quickened, who were in the world : but now in Christ Jesus ye who 
dead in trespasses and sins ; wherein in time sometimes were far off are made nigh by the 
past ye walked according to the course of blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who 
this world, according to the prince of the hath made both one, and hath broken down 
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh the middle wall of partition between us; 
in the children of disobedience : among whom having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even 
.also we all had our conversation in times past the law of commandments contained in or- " 
in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires dinances ; for to make in himself of twain one 
of the flesh and of the mind; and were by new man, so making peace; and that he 
nature the children of wrath, even as others, might reconcile both unto God in one body 



■and aunc and preached peace to you which the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 


no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow- 
citizens with the saints, and of the household 


who created all things by Jesus Christ; to 
the intent that now unto the principalities 


of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ known by the church the manifold wisdom 
himself being the chief comer stone; in of God, according to the eternal purpose 


m 


i— 


habitation of God through the Spirit, 

Partakers of the Promise 

For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus 
Christ for you Gentiles, if ye have heard of 
the dispensation of the grace of God which 
is given me to you-ward ; how that by revela- 
tion he made known unto me the mystery; 
(as I wrote afore in few words, whereby, 
when ye read, ye may understand my know- 
ledge in the mystery of Christ) which in 
other ages was not made known unto the 
sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his 
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 
that the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and 
of the same body, and partakers of Ms 
promise in Christ by the gospel; whereof I 
was made a minister, according to the gift 
of the grace of God given unto me by the 
effectual working of his power. Unto me, 
who am less than the least of all saints, is 


1 desire that ft faint not at my tribulations 
for you, which is your glory. 

For this cause 1 bow my knees unto the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom 
the whole' family in heaven and earth is 
named, that he would grant you, according 
to the riches of Ms glory, to be strengthened 
with might by Ms Spirit in the inner man; 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; 
that ye, being, rooted and grounded in love, 
may be able to comprehend with all saints 
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, 
and height; and to know the love of Christ, 
which paiieth knowledge, that ye might be 
filled with all the fulness of God, 

Now unto him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
tcoordlng to the power that worketh in us, 
unto him be glory in the church by Christ 
Jesus throughout all ages, world without end* 
Amen* 


that 


UNITY AND VARIETY Ephesians 4 , x-6, 24 

From unity the Apostk turns to the manifold variety of the units of the Church. Even 
the gifts that the Lord Himself communicates to the Church are very varied. But 
diversity of gifts , and individuality of character , need not destroy unity. Indeed when 
controlled by one Lord, and directed to one purpose, they tend rather to enrich and 
strengthen it. But everything depends upon the character and spirit of each individual 
member. Imagine a church made up of men, aware of their high calling, wearing 
modestly the ribbons of self-dedication and self-mastery , and watching for an opportunity 
to advance the Cause of God. It ought to be a fact, not a dream. 


the prisoner of the Lord, 
e walk worthy of the 
ye are called, with all 
lowliness and meekness, with Iongsuffering, 
forbearing one another in love; endeavour- 
ing to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 


one God and Father of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in you all. But unto 
every one of us is given grace according to 
the measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore 
1 m saith, 

When he ascended up on high, he led 
captivity captive, 


lie also descended first into the lower parts 
of the earth? He that descended is the same 
also that ascended up far above all heavens, 
that he might fill all things.) And he gave 
some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for 
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ: till we all come in the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto 
the measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ: that we henceforth be no more chil- 
dren, tossed to and fifty and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of 
men* and cunning craftiness, whereby they 
lie in wait to deceive; but speaking the truth 
in love, may grow up into him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ: from whom 
the whole body fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint sup- 
plied!, according to the effectual working in 
the measure of every part, maketh increase 
of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

This • 1 say therefore, and testify in the 
Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other 
Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 
having the understanding darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God through the 
ignorance that m in them, because of the 
blindness of their heart: who being past 
feeling have given themselves over unto 
lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with 
greediness. But ye have not so learned 
Christ; if so be that ye have heard him, and 
have been taught by him, as the truth is in 
Jesus; that ye put off concerning the former 
conversation the old man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts; and be re- 
newed in the spirit of your mind; and that 
ye put on the new man, which after God is 
created in righteousness and true holiness. 

Wherefore putting away lying, speak every 
man truth with his neighbour: for we are 
members one of another. Be ye angry, and 
sin not; let not the sun go down upon your 
wrath: neither give place to the devil. Let 
him that stole steal no more: but rather let 
Mm labour, working with Ms hands the 
thing which is good, that he may have to 
give to Mm that needeth* Let no corrupt 
communication proceed out of your mouth, 
but that which is good to the use of edifying, 
that it may minister grace unto the hearers. 
And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, 
Whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 


EPHESIANS 5 , 23 

redemption. Let all bitterness, and wrath, 
and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, 
be put away from you, with all malice : and be 
ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, for- 
giving one another, even as God for Christ’s 
sake hath forgiven you. 

Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear 
children ; and walk in love, as Christ also hath 
loved us, and hath given himself for us an 
offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet- 
smelling savour. 

But fornication, and all uncleanness, or 
covetousness, let it not be once named 
among you, as becometh saints; neither 
filthiness, hor foolish talking, nor jesting, 
which are not convenient: but rather giving 
of thanks. For this ye know, that no whore- 
monger, nor unclean person, nor covetous 
man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance 
in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let 
no man deceive you with vain words: for 
because of these things cometh the wrath of 
God upon the children of disobedience. Be 
not ye therefore partakers with them. For 
ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye 
light in the Lord : walk as children of light: 
(for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness 
and righteousness and truth;) proving what 
is acceptable unto the Lord. And have no 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of dark- 
ness, but rather reprove them. For it is a 
shame even to speak of those things which 
are done of them in secret. But all things 
that are reproved are made manifest by the 
light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is 
light. Wherefore he saith. Awake thou that 
steepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give thee light. 

See then that ye walk circumspectly, not 
as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye 
not unwise, but understanding what the will 
of the Lord is. And be not drunk with wine, 
wherein is excess; but be filled with the 
Spirit; speaking to yourselves in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and mak- 
ing melody in your heart to the Lord; giving 
thanks always for all things unto God and the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
submitting yourselves one to another in the 
fear of God. 

Within the House 

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own 
husbands, as unto the Lord. For the hus- 
band is the head of the wife, even as Christ 
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EPHESIANS 5 , 23 

is the head of the church: and he is the 
saviour of the body. Therefore as the church 
is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to 
their own husbands in every thing. Hus- 
bands, love your wives, even as Christ also 
loved the church, and gave himself for it; 
that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word, that he might 
present it to himself a glorious church, not 
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; 
but that it should be holy and without 
blemish. So ought men to love their wives 
as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife 
loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated 
his own flesh ; but nourisheth and cherisheth 
it, even as the Lord the church: for we are 
members of his body, of his flesh, and of his 
bones. For this cause shall a man leave his 
father and mother, and shall be joined unto 
his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 
This is a great mystery: but I speak con- 
cerning Christ and the church. Nevertheless 
let every one of you in particular $0 love his 
wife even as himself; and the wife see that 
she reverence her husband. 

Children, obey your parents in the Lord: 
for this is right Honour thy father and 
mother; (which is the first commandment 
with promise ;) that it may be well with thee, 
and thou mayest live long on the earth. And, 
ye fathers, provoke not your children to 
wrath ; but bring diem up in the nurture and. 
admonition of the Lord. 

Servants, be obedient to them that are 
your masters according to the flesh, with fear 
and trembling, in singleness of your heart, 
as unto Christ; not with eyeservice, as men- 
pleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing 
the will of God from the heart; with good 
will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to 
men: knowing that whatsoever good thing 
any 'man doeth, the same shall he receive of 
the Lord, whether he be bond or free. And, 
ye masters, do the same things unto them, 
forbearing threatening: knowing that your 


Master also is in heaven; neither is there 
respect of persons with him. 

The Armour of God 

Finally, my brethren, be strong m the 
Lord, and in the power of his might. Put 
on the whole armour of God, that ye may 
be able to stand against the wiles of the devil, 
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places. Wherefore take unto you the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to with- 
stand in the evil day, and having done all, 
to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins 
girt about with truth, and having on the 
breastplate of righteousness ; and your feet 
shod with the preparation of the gospel of 
peace; above all, taking the shield of faith, 
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked. And take the hel- 
met of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God : praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all perseverance 
and supplication for ail saints; and for me, 
that utterance may be given unto me, that 
I may open my mouth boldly, to make 
known the mystery of the gospel, for which 
I am tin ambassador in bonds: that therein 
I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak 

A Faithful Messenger 

But that ye also may know my affairs, and 
how I do, Tychicus, a beloved brother and 
frithful minister m the Lord, shall make 
known to you all things : whom I have sent 
unto you for the same purpose, that ye might 
know our affairs, and that he might comfort 
your hearts. 

Peace be to the brethren, and love with 
faith, from God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Grace be with all them that love 
our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen. 



THE EPISTLE OF PAUL 


THE FAITH THAT INTERPRETS EXPERIENCE 


It is another glory of the Lord that comes to light in this Epistle ; the glory of His 
inner life, the glory of His spirit. Towering on either side of it are the Epistles to the 
Ephesians and the Colossians, mountain-peaks of revelation, like lofty thrones that hold 
in exalted majesty the transcendent Lord of the universe and the ages. Philippians, 
like a lowly but. heaven-blessed valley, lies between these guardian heights. It is the 
Epistle of the Incarnation , of the Lord who was rich, but who for our sakes became 
poor that He might enrich all the valleys of our humiliation and sorrows with the gift 
of a new mind and spirit. His own mind and spirit. It is Himself He gives. Such 
a gift, says Paul, as makes the riches of the world seem like dross. For it trans- 
figures all experiences and the whole of man's existence. So now, he adds, my sole 
desire is to learn of Him. 

LET THIS MIND BE IN YOU Philippians 1 , i— 4 , 23 

P AUL and Timotheus, the servants „ , Tr ... . 

of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Valleys of Humiliation 

Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, But I would ye should understand, breth- 
with the bishops and deacons : grace ren, that the things which happened unto me 
be unto you, and peace, from God our have fallen out rather unto the furtherance 
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. of the gospel; so that my bonds in Christ are 
I thank my God upon every remembrance manifest in all the palace, and in all other 
of you, always in every prayer of mine for places; and many of the brethren in the Lord, 
you all making request with joy, for your waxing confident by my bonds, are much 
fellowship in the gospel from the first day more bold to speak the word without fear, 
until now ; being confident of this very thing. Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and 

that he which hath begun a good work in you strife ; and some also of good will : the one 
will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, 
even as it is meet for me to think this of you supposing to add affliction to my bonds : but 
all, because I have you in my heart; inas- the other of love, knowing that I am set for 
much as both in my bonds, and in the defence the defence of the gospel. What then ? not- 

and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are withstanding, every way, whether in pre- 
partakers of my grace. For God is my record, tence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and 
how greatly I long after you all in the bowels I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice, 
of Jesus Christ. And this I pray, that your For I know that this shall turn to my salva- 
love may abound yet more and more in tion through your prayer, and the supply of 
knowledge and in all judgment; that ye may the Spirit of Jesus Christ, according to my 
approve things that are excellent; that ye earnest expectation and my hope, that in 
may be sincere and without offence till the nothing I shall be ashamed, but that withal! 
day of Christ; being filled with the fruits of boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall 
righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, be magnified in my body, whether it be by 
unto the glory and praise of God. life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, 
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and to die is gain* But if I live in the fleshy 
this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall 
choose I wot not. For 1 am in a strait betwixt 
two, hiving a desire to depart, and to be with 
Christ; which is far better: nevertheless to 
abide in the flesh is more needful for you* 
And having this confidence, I know that I 
shall abide and continue with you all for your 
furtherance and joy of faith ; that your rejoic- 
ing may be more abundant in Jesus Christ 
for me by my coming to you again* Only let 
your conversation be as it becometh the 
gospel of Christ: that whether I come and 
see you, or else be absent, 1 may hear of 
your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, 
with, one mind striving together for the faith 
of the gospel; and in nothing terrified by 
your adversaries: which is to them an evi- 
dent token of perdition, but to you of salva- 
tion, and that of God.* For unto you it is 
given in the behalf of Christ, not only to 
believe on .him, but also to suffer for his sake ; 
having the same conflict which ye saw in me, 
and now hear to be in me*. 

Learn of Christ 

If there be therefore any consolation in 
Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellow- 
ship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 
fulfil ye ray joy, that ye be likeminded, hav- 
ing the same love, being of one accord, of one 
mind. Let nothing be done through strife 
or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let 
each esteem other better than themselves. 
Look not every man on his own things, but 
every man also on the things of others. Let 
this mind hem' you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus: who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God : 
but made himself of no reputation, and took 
upon him, the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men: and being 
found in fashion as a man, he humbled him- 
self, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross.' Wherefore God also 
hath highly exalted Mm, and given him a 
name which is above every name : that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things In heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always 
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling. For 


it k God which worketh m you both to will 
and to do of tut good pleasure. Do all things 
without munnurings and disputings : that ye 
may 'be blameless and harnilet i f the tons of 
God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crocked and perverse nation, among whan 
ye shine as lights in the world ; holding forth 
the word of life ; that I may rejoice in the day 
of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither 
laboured in vain. Yea, and if I be offered 
upon the sacrifice rad service of your faith, 
1 joy, and rejoice with you all For the same 
cause also do ye joy, and rejoice with me. 

Two Fellow Scholars 

But 1 trust in the Lord Jesus to send 
Timotheut shortly unto you, that I also may 
be of good comfort, when 1 know your state. 
For 1 have no man likeminded, who will 
naturally care for your state. For all seek 
their own, not the things which are Jesus 
Christ’s, But ye know the proof of him, that, 
as a son with the father, he hath served with 
me in the gospel. Him therefore I hope to 
send presently, so soon as I shall see how it 
will go with me. But I crust in the Lord that 
I alio myself shall come shortly. Yet I sup- 
posed it .necessary to send to you Bpapbro- 
dims, my brother, and ocmpmion la labour, 
and feiiewtoldler, but your messenger, and 
he that ministered to my wants. For he 
longed after you all, and was full of heavi- 
ness, became that ye had heard that he had 
been sick. For indeed he was tick nigh unto 
death; but God had mercy on Mm; and not 
on Mm only, but on me also, lest I should 
have sorrow upon sorrow. I sent him there- 
fore the more carefully, that, when ye see 
Mm again, ye may rejoice, and that I may 
be the less sorrowful. Receive him therefore 
in the Lord with all gladness; and hold such 
in reputation. : because for the work of Christ 
he was nigh unto death, not regarding his 
life, to supply your lack of service toward me. 

Rejoice in the Lord 

Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. 
To write the same things to you, to me indeed 
is not grievous, but for you it is safe* Beware 
of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of 
the concision. For we are the drcumcision, 
wMch worsMp God in the spirit, and rejoice 
in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in 
the flesh. Though I might also have confi- 
dence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh 
that he hath whereof he might mist in the 
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many and vast are the kingdoms of the soul 

Music and Art as well as Politics and Commerce are to become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, serving His Will, and glorifying God in their ministering to our spiritual needs. 
World-makers will be music-makers, too, when the spirit of the age is worshipful. 


flesh, I more : circumcised the eighth day, of 
the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the 
law, a Pharisee ; concerning zeal, persecuting 
the church ; touching the righteousness which 
is in the law, blameless. But what things 
were gain to me, those I counted loss for 
Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things 
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may win Christ, and 
be found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of God by faith: that 
I may know him, and the power of his 
resurrection, and the fellowship of his suffer- 


ings 5 being made conformable unto his death; 
if by any means I might attain unto the re- 
surrection of the dead. Not as though I had 
already attained, either were already perfect: 
but I follow after, if that I may apprehend 
that for which also I am apprehended of 
Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself 
to have apprehended: but this one thing I 
do, forgetting those things which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto those things which 
are before, I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as be per- 
fect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye 
be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even 
this unto you. Nevertheless, whereto we 
have already attained, let us walk by the 
same rule, let us mind the same thing. 





mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ever things arc of good report ; if there be 


my feliowkbourers, whose names ate in the 


r * count. But I have all, and abound: I am 


unto all men* The Lord is at hand. Be care- 
ful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be 'made known unto God. And the 
peace of God, which passed* all understand- 
ing, shall keep your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus. 


things which were sent from you, an odour 
of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well" 
pleasing to God.. But my God shall supply 
all your need according to his riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus. Now unto God and our 
Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
Salute every saint in Christ Jesus. The 
. . brethren which are with me greet you. AO 

Things to Keep m Mind the saints salute you, chiefly they that are 

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are of Caesar’s household, 
true, whatsoever things' are honest, whatso- The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
ever things are just, whatsoever things are with you all. Amen. 

* It has been, observed that this Epistle, the most graceful of the Apostles letters, wan written to t church 
that contained some notable examples of Christian womanhood. The women of Macedonia were more 
privileged than their sisters in Asia, and figured more prominently in social life* It in not strange, therefore, 
that the Church at Philippi should have begun with the conversion of Lydia and a stave-girl, or that, as it 
grew, it should think of sending Paul in prison something for his personal comfort**— a distinctly feminine 
characteristic. The letter's kindly tone Iras been attributed to the number of devoted women attached to 

thm Church, ; 
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THE EPISTLE OF PAUL 


THE FAITH THAT INTERPRETS THE UNIVERSE 


We need a loftier outlook on the universe ; such a vision of the true nature of our environ- 
ment os id 'll by its splendour thrill us to worship. We are weary of the whirl of wheels 
and the throb of engines. It is wings we want, but the wings of the soul that will lift 
us, if only for a few brief moments, to where we can breathe an ampler, purer air, and 
refresh our spirits in the presence of things that are sublime. We may not have long 
to wait. There arc signs that the day is approaching when the words of the Apostle 
concerning Christ’s relation to the universe will open out into a surprising revelation 
of surpassing glory, and lead mankind through new flights of knowledge to hitherto 
unknown experiences of worship, Paul's teaching on the cosmic Lordship of Christ has 
long been neglected. Perhaps, until recent times, mankind has never been in a position 
to appreciate it. But now that science is seeing more clearly the end to which the whole 
creation moves, and the processes at work in the universe are pointing to the making 
of nm of conscious personality and to the ordering of human society, as the objects of their 
ceaseless endeavour, it is possible to see how close and necessary is the link that unites 
the universe to Christ, who is the Redeemer and Perfecter of the soul of man, the 
Builder and Leader of a perfectly united humanity. 

THE SUPREMACY OF CHRIST Colossians 1, i— 2, 5 

P AUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ by heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to 
the will of God, and Timotheus our desire that ye might be filled with the know- 
brother, to the saints and faithful ledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 
brethren in Christ which are at understanding; that ye might walk worthy 
Colosse : Grace be unto you, and peace, of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus in every good work, and increasing in the 
Christ. knowledge of God; strengthened with all 

We give thanks to God and the Father of might, according to his glorious power, unto 
our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for all patience and longsuffering with joyful- 
you, since we heard of your faith in Christ ness; giving thanks unto the Father, which 
Jesus, and of the love which ye have to aU hath made us meet to be partakers of the 
the saints, for the hope which is laid up for inheritance of the saints in light: who hath 
you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in delivered us from the power of darkness, and 
the word of the truth of the gospel; which hath translated us into the kingdom of his 
is come unto you, as it is in all the world ; and dear Son: in whom we have redemption 
bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, through his blood, even the forgiveness of 
since the day ye heard of it, and knew the sins : who is the image of the invisible God, 
grace of God in truth: as ye also learned of the firstborn of every creature: for by him 
Epaphras our dear fellowservant, who is for were all things created, that are in heaven, 
you a faithful minister of Christ; who also and that are m earth, visible and invisible, 

declared unto us your love in the Spirit. whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 

For this cause we also, since the day we principalities, or powers: all things were 
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COLOSSIANS 1, x6 

, created by Mm, and for Mm : 1 md he is before 
all things, and by Mm all things consist. And 
he is the head of the body, the church : who 
is the beginning, the firstborn from die dead; 
that in all things he might have the pre- 
eminence. For it pleased the Father that in 
him should all fulness dwell; and, having 
made peace through the blood of his cross, 
by Mm to reconcile all things unto himself; 
by him, 1 say, whether they be things in 
earth, or things in heaven. And you, that 
were sometime alienated and enemies in your 
mind by wicked works, yet now hath he re- 
conciled in the body of Ms flesh through 
death, to present you holy and unblameable 
and unreproveabie in Ms sight: if ye con- 
tinue in the faith grounded and settled, and 
be not moved away from the hope of the 
gospel, which ye have heard, and wMch was 
preached to every creature which is under 
heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister.; 

Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, 
and fill up that which is behind of the afflic- 
tions of Christ in my flesh for Ms body's 
sake, which is the church: whereof I am 
made a minister, according to the dispensa- 
tion of God which is given to me for you, 


to fulfil the word of God; even the mystery 
which hath been Md from ages and from 
generations, but now is made manifest to his 
saints: to whom God would make known 
what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles ; which is Christ in you, 
the hope of glory : whom we preach, warning 
every man, and teaching every man in all 
wisdom; that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus; whereunto I also 
labour, striving according to his working, 
which worketh in me mightily. 

For I would that ye knew what great con- 
flict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, 
and for as many as have not seen my face 
in the flesh; that their hearts might be com- 
forted, being knit together in love, and unto 
all riches of the full assurance of understand- 
ing, to the acknowledgement of the mystery 
of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; in 
whom are Md all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge. And this. I say, lest any man 
should beguile you with enticing words. For 
though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with 
you in the spirit, joying and beholding your 
order, and the stedfastness of your faith in 
Christ* 


THE SUFFICIENCY OF CHRIST Coksskns 2, 6-4, i8 

Some people seem never to be satisfied with Christianity either as a faith for life or 
a way of living. They must add something to it — a bit of pagan superstition or a few 
ascetic rules. They feel that the Christian religion in itself is not sufficient for their 
needs, but fail to see that what is lacking in their case is a more complete knowledge of 
Christ If they were aware of the truth that the fullness of the Godhead dwells in 
Him, that His supremacy in the universe, in the realm of nature and of the spirit, is 
absolute, and that in union with Him man can overcome the world and rise to higher 
levels of experience, even to life ami fellowship with God, they would not be such 
indifferent Christians. A loftier Christian faith would bring a livelier Christian life. 

AS ye have therefore received Christ Jesus whom also ye are circumcised with the cir- 
the Lord, so walk ye in Mm : rooted and built cumcision made without hands, in putting 
up in Mm, and stablished in the faith, as ye off the body of the sins of the flesh by the 
have been taught, abounding therein with circumcision of Christ: buried with him in 
thanksgiving. Beware lest any man spoil you baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him 
through philosophy and vain deceit, after through the faith of the operation of God, 
the tradition of men, after the rudiments of who hath raised Mm from the dead* And 

you, being dead in your sins and the uncir- 
cumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened 
together with Mm, having forgiven you all 
trespasses; blotting out the handwriting of 


the world, and not after Christ. For in .him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily* And ye are complete in Mm, which 
is the head of all principality and power : in 


. ; 1 *Fke grandeur of the conception contained in this Epistle, and in that to the Ephesians, which it resembles, 
is worth contemplating as an inspiration for these days. We are familiar with the thought that Christ is the 
Head of the Church. But here it is declared that He is the Head of the universe, and essential to it; that 
the universe owes its existence, its coherence, its development to Him; and that, not as to an unknowable 
dynamic force, but as to One who has been revealed to be the transcendent Lord of Glory. 





C0LOSSIANS 4, 7 

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy 
and beloved, bowels, of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffer- 
ing; forbearing one another, and forgiving 
one another, if any man have a quarrel 
against any: even as Christ forgave you, so 
also do ye. And above all these things put 
on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 
And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, 
to the which also ye are called in one body; 
and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching 
and admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord. And what- 
soever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God and the Father by him. 

Our Lord in Heaven 

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own 
husbands, as it Is fit in the Lord. Husbands, 
love your wives, and be not bitter against 
them. Children, obey your parents in all 
things: for this is well pleasing unto the 
Lord. Fathers, provoke not your children 
to anger, lest they be discouraged. Servants, 
obey in all things your masters according to 
the flesh; not with eyeservice, as men- 
pleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing 
God : and whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, 
as to the Lord, and not unto men; knowing 
that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward 
of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord 
Christ. But he that doeth wrong shall re- 
ceive for the wrong which he hath done : and 
there is no respect of persons. Masters, give 
unto your servants that which is just and 
equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in 
heaven. 

Watch and Pray 

Continue in prayer, and watch in the same 
with thanksgiving; withal praying also for 
us, that God would open unto us a door of 
utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for 
which I am also in bonds : that I may make 
it manifest, as I ought to speak. Walk in 
wisdom toward them that are without, re- 
deeming the time. Let your speech be alway 
with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may 
know how ye ought to answer every man. 

Friends in the Faith 

All my state shall Tychicus declare unto 
you, who is a beloved brother, and a faithful 


ordinances that was against us, which was 
contrary to us, and took it out of the way, 
nailing it to his cross; and having spoiled 
principalities and powers, he made a shew 
of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 

Let no man therefore judge you in meat, 
or in drink, or in respect of an hoiyday, or of 
the new moon, or of the sabbath days : which 
are a shadow of things to come ; but the body 
is of Christ. Let no man beguile you of your 
reward in a voluntary humility and worship- 
ping of angels, intruding into those things 
which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by 
his fleshly mind, and not holding the Head, 
from which all the body by joints and bands 
having nourishment ministered, and knit 
together, increaseth with, the increase of God. 

Christy Who is Our Life 

Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from 
the rudiments of the world, why, as though 
living in the world, are ye subject to ordin- 
ances, (touch not; taste not; handle not; 
which all are to perish with the using;) after 
the commandments and doctrines of men? 
Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom 
in will worship, and humility, and neglecting 
of the body ; not in any honour to the satisfy- 
ing of the flesh. 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those 
things which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God, Set your affection 
on things above, not on things on the earth. 
For ye are dead, and your life is hid with 
Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, 
shall appear, then shall ye also appear with 
him in glory. 

Christ is ally and in all 

Mortify therefore your members which 
are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, 
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry: for which 
things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the 
children of disobedience : in the which ye 
also walked some time, when ye lived in 
them. But now ye also put off all these; 
anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy com- 
munication out of your mouth. Lie not one 
to another, seeing that ye have put off the old 
man with his deeds ; and have put on the new 
man, which is renewed in knowledge after 
the image of him that created him: where 
there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision 
nor imcircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 




COLOSS1ANS 4 , 7 

mfoister and feilowscrvant in the Lord: 
whom I have seat unto you. for the same 
purpose, that he might know your estate, 
md comfort your hearts; with Oiaesimus, a 
faithful and beloved brother, who k one of 
you. They shall make known unto you all 
things which are done here, 

Aristarchus my fellowprisoner saluteth 
you, and Marcus, sister’s son to Barnabas, 
(touching whom ye received commandments : 
if he come unto you, receive him;) and Jesus, 
which is called Justus, who are of the circum- 
cision, These only are my fellowworkers 
unto the kingdom of God, which have been 
a comfort unto me, Epaphras, who is one 
of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, 
alwap labouring fervently for you in prayers. 


that ye may stand perfect and complete in 
all the will of God, For I bear Mm 'record, 
that lie hath a great zeal for you, and them 
that arc in Laodicca, md them in Hierapolis. 
Luke, the beloved physician, and Bemas, 
greet you. Salute the brethren which are in 
Laodicca, and Nymphas, and the church 
which is in Ids house. And when this epistle 
is read among you, cause that it be read also 
in the church of the Laodiceans; and that ye 
likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. And 
say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry 
which thou hast received in the Lord, that 
thou fulfil it. 

The salutation by the hand of me Paul, 
Remember my bonds, Grace be with you. 
Amen* 
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OF PAUL TO THE 


THE NIGHT WILL NOT LAST FOR EVER 

The central them of the two Epistles to the Thessalonians is the Christian hope of 
a Bay of Glory; the promise of the Gospel that there is a time coming when the powers 
of darkness and evil, which sit like night upon the earth , and hold in bondage the sons of 
God, will be overthrown and turned to flight by the King of Glory coming in power 
to establish the Kingdom of Heaven. The hope glows with such brightness in the first 
Epistle that its readers imagined the day of its fulfilment must be near at hand. 


MEMORIES THAT CHEER THE NIGHT 


1 Thessalonians 1, i- 


P AUL, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, 
unto the church of the Thessalonians 
which is in God the Father and in 
the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be 
unto you, and peace, from God our Father, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We give thanks to God always for you all, 
making mention of you in our prayers; re- 
membering without ceasing your work of 
faith, and labour of love, and patience of 
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight 
of God and our Father; knowing, brethren 
beloved, your election of God. For our 


gospel came not unto you in word only, but 
also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and 
in much assurance; as ye know what manner 
of men we were among you for your sake. 
And ye became followers of us, and of the 
Lord, having received the word in much 
affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost: so 
that ye were ensamples to all that believe in 
Macedonia and Achaia, For from you 
sounded out the word of the Lord not only 
in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every 
place your faith to God-ward is spread 
abroad; so that we need not to speak any 




thing. For they themselves shew of us what 
maimer of entering in we had unto you* and 
how ye turned to God from' idols to serve 
the living and true God ; and to wait for Ms 
Son from heavens whom he raised from the 
dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from 
the wrath to come* 

Honest Work 

For yourselves, brethren, know our en- 
trance in unto you, that it was not in vain : 
but even after that we had suffered before, 
and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, 
at 'Philippi, we were bold in our God to 
speak unto you the gospel of God with much 
contention* For our exhortation was not of 
deceit, nor of undeanness, nor in guile : but 
as we were allowed of God to be put in trust 
with the gospel, even so we speak; not as 
pleasing men, but God, which trieth our 
hearts. For neither at any time used we 
flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of 
covetousness ; God is witness: nor of men 
sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of 
others, when we might have been burden- 
some, as the apostles of Christ* But we were 
gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth 
her children : so being affectionately desirous 
of you, we were willing to have imparted 
unto you, not the gospel of God only, but 
also our -own souls, because ye were dear 
unto us* For ye remember, brethren, our 
labour and travail: for labouring night and 
day, because we would not be chargeable 
unto any of you, we preached unto you the 
gospel of God. Ye are witnesses, and God 
also, how holily and. justly and unblameably 
we behaved ourselves among you that be- 
lieve : as ye know how we exhorted and com- 
forted and charged every one of you, as a 
father doth Ms children, that ye would walk 
worthy of God, who hath called you unto 
Ms kingdom and glory. 

Happy Hours 

For this cause also thank we God without 
ceasing, because, when ye received the word 
of God which ye heard of us, ye received it 
not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, 
the word of God, which effectually worketh 
also in you that believe. For ye, brethren, 
became followers of the churches of God 
which In Judaea are In Christ Jesus: for ye 
also have suffered like' things of your own 
countrymen, even- as they have of the Jews: 


i THESSALONIANS 3 , 13 

who both killed the Lord Jesus, and their 
own prophets, and have persecuted us; and 
they please not God, and are contrary to all 
men: forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles 
that they might be saved, to fill up their sins 
alway: for the wrath is come upon them to 
the uttermost. 

But we, brethren, being taken from you 
for a short time in presence, not in heart, 
endeavoured the more abundantly to see 
your face with great desire. Wherefore we 
would have come unto you, even I Paul, 
once and again; but Satan Mndered us. For 
what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoic- 
ing? Are not even ye in the presence of our 
Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? For ye are 
our glory and joy. 

Good News 

Wherefore when we could no longer for- 
bear, we thought it good to be left at Athens 
alone; and sent Timotheus, our brother, and 
minister of God, and our fellowlabourer in 
the gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to 
comfort you concerning your faith : that no 
man should be moved by these afflictions: 
for yourselves know that we are appointed 
thereunto. For verily, when we were with 
you, we told you before that we should suffer 
tribulation; even as it came to pass, and ye 
know. For this cause, when I could no 
longer forbear, I sent to know your faith, 
lest by some means the tempter have tempted 
you, and our labour be in vain. But now 
when Timotheus came from you unto us, 
and brought us good tidings of your faith 
and charity, and that ye have good remem- 
brance of us always, desiring greatly to see 
us, as we also to see you : therefore, brethren, 
we were comforted over you in all our afflic- 
tion and distress by your faith: for now we 
live, if ye stand fast in the Lord. For what 
thanks can we render to God again for you, 
for all the joy wherewith we joy for your 
sakes before our God ; night and day praying 
exceedingly that we might see your face, and 
might perfect that which is lacking in your 
faith? Now God himself and our Father, and 
our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way unto 
you. And the Lord make you to increase and 
abound in love one toward another, and to- 
ward all men, even as we do toward you : to 
the end he may stablish your hearts un~ 
blameable in holiness before God, even our 
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ with all his saints* 




i THESSALONIANS 4 $ i 

BE READY FOR THE DAY i Thessdmtkm 4, i—5 # 28 

It will wear two aspects. To those who are His enemies it will be a day of judgement; 
but all who desire His appearing will share in His glory. It behoves us, therefore,, to be 
irreproachable in our personal , family , and business lives; free from covetousness , in- 
justice, and, slackness * And let no one think that if he dies before this great Day comes 
he will mi share in its blessedness, for the Lord Himself rose from the dead, and has 
declared that all who are united with Him in line shall rise and live with Him for ever * 


FURTHERMORE then we beseech you, 
brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, 
that is ye hive received of us how ye ought to 
walk and to please God, so ye would abound 
more and more. For ye know what com- 
mandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus. 
For this is the will of God, even your sancti- 
fication, that ye should abstain from fornica- 
tion: that every one of you should know how? 
to possess his vessel in sanctification and 
honour; not in the lust of concupiscence, 
even as the Gentiles which know not God : 
that no man go beyond and defraud his 
brother in any matter : because that the Lord 
is the avenger of all such, as we also have 
forewarned you and testified. For God hath 
not called us unto uncleanness, but unto 
holiness. He therefore that despiseth, de- 
spised! not man, but God, who hath also 
given unto us his holy Spirit. 

But as touching brotherly love ye need not 
that I write unto you : for ye yourselves are 
taught of God to love one another. And 
indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which 
are in all Macedonia : but we beseech you, 
brethren, that ye increase more and more; 
and that ye study to be quiet, and to do your 
own business, and to work with your own 
hands, as we commanded you; that ye may 
walk honestly toward them that are without, 
and that ye may have lack of nothing. 

The Dead in Christ 

But I would not have you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them which are asleep, 
that ye sorrow 1 not, even as others which 
have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even $0 them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For 
this we say unto you by the word of the 
Lord, that we which are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord shall not pre- 
vent them which are asleep. For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in 


Christ shall rise first: then we which are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord, Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words. 

Encourage One Another 

But of the times and the seasons, brethren, 
ye have no need that I write unto you. For 
yourselves know perfectly that the day of the 
Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For 
when they shall say, Peace and safety; then 
sudden destruction cometh upon them, as 
travail upon a woman with child; and they 
shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not 
in darkness, that that day should overtake 
you as a thief. Ye are all the children of 
light, and the children of the day: we are 
not of the night, nor of darkness. Therefore 
let us not sleep, as do others ; but let us watch 
and be sober. For they that sleep sleep in 
the night; and they that be drunken are 
drunken in the night. But let us, who are of 
the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate 
of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope 
of salvation. For God hath not appointed u$ 
to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who died for us, that, whether 
we wake or sleep, we should live together 
with him. Wherefore comfort yourselves 
together, and edify one another, even as also 
ye do. 

Follow that which is Good 

And we beseech you, brethren, to know 
them, which labour among you, and are over 
you in the Lord, and admonish you; and to 
esteem them very highly in love for their 
work’s sake. And be at peace among your- 
selves. Now we exhort you, brethren, warn 
them that are unruly, comfort the feeble- 
minded, support the weak, be patient toward 
all men. See that none render evil for evil 
unto any man; but ever follow that which is 
good, both among yourselves, and to all men. 
Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In 


every thing give thanks: for tfik is the will 
of God in Christ Jems concerning you. 
Quench not the Spirit, Despise not pro- 
phesyings. Prove all things; hold fast that 
which is good. Abstain from all appearance 
of evil 

And the very Chid of peace sanctify you 
wholly; and 1 pray God your whole spirit 
and soul and body be preserved blameless 


2 THESSALONIANS 1, u 

unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will 
do it. 

Brethren, pray for us. 

Greet all the brethren with an holy kiss. 
1 charge you by the Lord that this epistle 
be read unto all the holy brethren. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. Amen. 


THE SECOND EPISTLE 

OF PAUL TO THE 

THESSALONIANS 

FIGHT ON TILL THE GREAT DAY BREAKS 

There were some who read the. first Epistle and thought that the Day of the Lord was 
so imminent that any further attention to the ordinary work of life was futile. Such 
a misunderstanding had to be corrected. The time of waiting must not be spent in idle- 
ness. For, says Paul, there are mighty, unseen forces of lawlessness at work in the 
world; and if the restraint that at present keeps them in check should be released, they 
would break forth in greater fury. Again and again this has happened. The events of 
our time arc a confirmation of the Apostle’s veiled reading of history. That the Day 
mil come whim God will vindicate the sovereignty of righteousness and love, no 
Christian heart can doubt. Till then the fight must go on with unremitting vigilance 
and valour; at times, against increasing odds. 



BE WORTHY OF THE KINGDOM 

I AUL» and Stlvanus, and Timotheus, 
"unto the church of the Thessalonians 
in God our Father and the Lord 

— Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and 

peace, from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, 

We are bound to thank God always for 
you, brethren, as il i% meet, because that your 
faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of 
every one of you all toward each other 
aboundeth j so that we ourselves glory in you 
in the churches of God for your patience and 
faith in ail your persecutions and tribulations 
that ye endure : which is a manifest token of 
the righteous judgment of God, that ye may 
be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, 
for which ye also suffer: seeing it is a right- 


2 Thessalonians l, i — 3 , 18 

eous thing with God to recompense tribula- 
tion to them that trouble you; and to you 
who are troubled rest with us, when the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: who shall be punished with everlast- 
ing destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power; 
when he shall come to be glorified in his 
saints, and to be admired in all them that 
believe (because our testimony among you 
was believed) in that day. Wherefore also 
we pray always for you, that our God would 
count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil 
all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the 
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work of faith with power; that the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in 
you, and ye in Mm, according to the grace 
of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ,* 

How we beseech you* brethren, by the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our 
gathering together unto him, that ye be not 
'soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither 
by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from 
us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. Let 
no man deceive you by any means : for that 
day shall not come, except there come a 
falling away first, and that man of sin be 
revealed, the son of perdition; who opposeth 
and exaltetb himself, above all that is called 
God, or that is worshipped; so that he as 
God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing 
himself that he is God. Remember ye not, 
that, when 1 was yet with you, I told you 
these things? And. now ye know what with- 
holdeth that he might be revealed in his 
time. For the mystery of iniquity doth al- 
ready work: only he who now letteth will 
let, until he be taken out of the way. And 
then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom 
the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his 
mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness 
of his coming; even him, whose coming is 
after the working of Satan with all power and 
signs •and lying wonders, and with id! deceiv- 
ablmess of unrighteousness in them that 
perish; because they received not the love of 
the truth, that they might be saved. And for 
this cause God shill send them strong delu- 
sion, that they should believe a lie : that they 
all might be damned who believed not the 
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

But we are bound to give thanks alway to 
God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, 
became God hath from the beginning chosen 
you to salvation through sanctification of the 
Spirit and belief of the truth i whereunto he 
called you by our gospel, to the obtaining 
of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. There- 
fore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the tradi- 
tions which ye have been taught, whether by 
word, or our epistle. 

Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and 
God, even our Father, which hath loved us, 
and hath given us ■ everlasting consolation 


and good, hope through grace, comfort your 
hearts, and stablish you in every good word 
and work. 

Be mi Weary in Well Doing 

Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the 
word of the Lord may have free course, and 
be glorified, even as It is with you ; and that 
we may be delivered from unreasonable and 
wicked men ; for all men have not faith. But 
the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, 
and keep you from evil. And we have con- 
fidence in the Lord touching you, that ye 
both, do and will do the things which we 
command you. And the Lord direct your 
hearts into the love of God, and into the 
patient waiting for Christ. 

Now we command you, brethren, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye with- 
draw yourselves from every brother that 
walketh disorderly, and not after the tradi- 
tion which he received of us* For yourselves 
know how ye ought to follow us; for we 
behaved not ourselves disorderly among you; 
neither did we eat any man's bread for 
nought; but wrought with labour and travail 
night and day, that we might not be charge- 
able to any of you; not because we have 'not 
power, but to make ourselves an ensample 
unto you to follow us* For even, when we 
were with you, this we commanded you, that 
if any would not work, neither should he eat. 
For we hear that there are some which walk 
among you disorderly, working not at all, 
but are busybodte*. Now them that are such 
we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that with quietness they work, and 
eat their own, bread. But ye, brethren, be not 
weary in well doing. And if any man obey 
not our word by this epistle, note that man, 
and have no company with him, that he may 
be ashamed. Yet count him not as an enemy, 
but admonish him as a brother. 

Now the Lord of peace -himself give you 
peace always by all means* The Lord be 
with you all 

The salutation of Paul with mine own 
hand, which is the token in every epistle: so 
I write. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all. Amen, 



OF PAUL TO 


EVERY CHURCH MUST BE MADE EFFICIENT 


Make your church efficient, says the Apostle to Timothy; and in his words there is a 
healthy ring that makes us give a thought to our own churches. For we know many 
like this church at Ephesus, which had become slack in the conduct of its services, was 
not well served in its officers, and whose business affairs were not wholly satisfactory; 
where, ahc? Christian living and Christian thinking were regarded as matters of small 
moment compared with the interest of the latest popular craze. It is well to be reminded 
by the Apostle's ideal, that a church, like every other institution, indeed more than any 
other, ought to be efficient, and that it can be made efficient only by deliberate purpose 
and good leadership, by severe training and resolute perseverance. The ideal is stimu- 
lating, and a challenge to our comfortable conception of a church. It needs little 
imagination to see what a difference it would make to Christianity if every church 
adopted it and resolved to organize and order its energies so as to become an efficient 
centre of spiritual activity. 

A SACRED STEWARDSHIP I Timothy 1 , 1-20 

P AUL 3 an apostle of Jesus Christ lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and 
by the commandment of God our for sinners, for unholy and profane, for 
Saviour, and Lord Jesus Christ, murderers of fathers and murderers of 

which is our hope; unto Timothy, mothers, for manslayers, for whoremongers, 

mv own son in the faith: Grace, mercy, for them that defile themselves with man- 

and peace, from God our Father and Jesus kind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured 

Christ our Lord. persons, and if there be any other thing that 

is contrary to sound doctrine; according to 
The Church at Ephesus the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which 

As I besought thee to abide still at was committed to my trust. 

Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, that And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who 
thou mightest charge some that they teach hath enabled me, for that he counted me 
no other doctrine, neither give heed to fables faithful, putting me mto the ministry , who 

and endless genealogies, which minister was before a bksphemer, mda^rseoitor, 
questions, rather than godly edifying which and injurious : but I obmned mercy, bemuse 

is in faith : so do. Now the end of the com- I did it ignorantly in ^behef.^d the grace 

mandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of our Lord was exceeding abu 
of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned: faith and love which is m Christ Jesus Ttos 
from which some having swerved have is a faithful say 
turned aside unto vain jangling; desiring to tion, that Christ Jesus ram 
be teachers of the law; understanding nei- to save sinners; of whom I am chiefi H ot 
. . beit for this cause I obtained mercy, mat 
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everlasting* Now unto the King eternal) 
Immortal) invisible) the only wise God) be 
honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Sacred Charge 

This charge I commit unto thee* son 
Timothy* according to the prophecies which 


went before on thee, that thou by them 
mightest war a good warfare; holding faith, 
and a good conscience ; which some having 
put away concerning faith have made ship- 
wreck ; of whom is Hymenacus and Alexan- 
der; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that 
they may leam not to blaspheme. 


THE HALL-MARKS OF EFFICIENCY i Timothy 2, i-4, 5 


A church will show its efficiency in the character of its worship and its worshippers} 
in the way that it makes men aware of the presence of God in its services, and in the 
homes and lives of its members,' in the way that it teaches mm how to pray, and how 
to live. For a church that does not hallow the neighbourhood with a reverent sense of 
the nearness of heaven has no reason for its existence. 


I EXHORT therefore, that, first of all, sup- 
plications, prayers, intercessions, and giving 
of thanks, be made for all men; for kings, 
and for all that are in authority; that we may 
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 
and honesty. For this is good and acceptable 
in the sight of God our Saviour; who will 
have all men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth. For there is one 
God, and one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus ; who gave himself 
a ransom for ail, to be testified in due time. 
Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and 
an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and 
Me not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith 
and verity. 

I will therefore that men pray every 
where, .lifting up holy hands, without wrath 
and doubting. In like manner also, that 
women adorn themselves in modest apparel, 
with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with 
brolded hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly 
array; but (which becometh women pro- 
fessing godliness) with good works. Let the 
woman leam in silence with all subjection* 
But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to 
usurp authority over the man, but to be in 
silence. ' For Adam was first formed, then 
Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the 
Woman being deceived was in the trans- 
gression. Notwithstanding she shall be 
saved in childbearing, if they continue in 
faith and charity and holiness with sobriety. 

Sacred Offices 

This is a true saying, If a man desire the 
office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. 
A bishop then must be blameless, the hus- 
band of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good 


behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; 
not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of 
filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not 
covetous ; one that ruieth well his own house, 
having his children in subjection with all 
gravity; (for if a man know not how to rule 
his own house, how shall he take care of the 
church of God?) Not a novice, lest being 
lifted up with pride he Ml into the con- 
demnation of the devil. Moreover he must 
have a good re|x>.tt of them which are with- 
out; lest he fail into reproach and the snare 
of the devil. Likewise must the deacons be 
grave, not doubletongued, not given to much 
wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; holding the 
mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. 
And let these also first be proved; then let 
them use 'the office of a deacon, being found 
blameless. Even so must their wives be 
grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all 
things. Let the deacons be the husbands of 
one wife, ruling their children and their own 
houses well. For they that have used the 
office of a deacon well purchase to them- 
selves a good degree, and great boldness in 
the faith which is in Christ Jesus, 

In the Home of God 
These things write I unto thee, hoping to 
come unto thee shortly; but if I tarry long, 
that thou mayest know how thou oughtest 
to behave thyself in the house of God, which 
is the church of the living God, the pillar 
and ground of the truth. And without con- 
troversy great is the mystery of godliness: 
God was manifest in the flesh, justified in 
the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the 
Gentiles, beMeved on in the world, received 
up into glory. ; 



IN HIS GRACE GOD REMEMBERS EVERYBODY 
Those who are aged and past the strenuous tasks of life ; those who are too young to 
enter upon them ; the infirm in body ; and those who are broken in spirit. Even the 
wayward and sinful are not forgotten. Mention is made of all of them in these pages, 

with a message each can claim as his own. 

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that hath created to be received with thanks- 
in the latter times some shall depart from giving of them which believe and know the 
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and truth. For every creature of God is good, 
doctrines of devils; speaking lies in hypo- and nothing to be refused, if it be received 
crisy; having their conscience seared with with thanksgiving: for it is sanctified by the 
a hot iron; forbidding to marry, and com- word of God and prayer, 
manding to abstain from meats, which God 


THE EFFICIENT MINISTER i Timothy 4, 6—6, 21 

His own soul is fresh and strong, nourished by the truth, and kept fit by the practice 
of godliness. His administration is exercised with tact, with a sense of the true values 
and the real issues of life, and in the spirit of brotherliness that belongs to the Household 
of Faith. 

IF thou put the brethren in remembrance hast attained. But refuse profane and old 
of these things, thou shalt be a good minister wives’ fables, and exercise thyself rather 
of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of unto godliness. For bodily exercise profiteth 
faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou little: but godliness is profitable unto all 
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things, having promise of the life that now bear 


and teach. Let no man despise thy youth; Let the elders that rule well be counted 
but be thou an example of the believers, in worthy of double honour, especially they 


them; that thy profiting may appear to ail 
Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doc- 
trine; continue in them: for in doing this 
thou shall both save thyself, and them that 
hear thee. 


charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the elect angels, that thou observe 
these things without preferring one before 
another, doing nothing by partiality. Lay 
hands suddenly on no man, neither be par- 


Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him as for thy stomach’s sake and thine often in- 
a father; and the younger men as brethren; ftrmities. Some men’s sins are open before- 
the elder women as mothers; die younger as hand, going before to judgment; and some 
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foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men 
in destruction and perdition. For the love 
of money is the root of all evil : which while 
some coveted after,, they have erred from the 
faith, and pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows. 

The Efficient Minister 
But thou, O man of God, flee these things ; 
and follow after righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, patience, meekness. Fight the 
good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, 
whereunio thou art also called, and hast 
professed a good profession before many 
witnesses. I give thee charge in the sight of 
God, who quickencth all tilings, and before 
Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate wit- 
nessed a good confession; that thou keep 
this commandment without spot, unrebuke- 
able, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; which in his times he shall shew. 


2 TIMOTHY 1 , 8 

who is the blessed and only Potentate, the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords; who only 
hath immortality, dwelling in the light which 
no man can approach unto ; whom no man 
hath seen, nor can see : to whom be honour 
and power everlasting. Amen. 

Charge them that are rich in this world, 
that they be not highminded, nor trust in 
uncertain riches, but m the living God, who 
giveth us richly all things to enjoy; that they 
do good, that they be rich in good works, 
ready to distribute, willing to communicate; 
laying up in store for themselves a good 
foundation against the time to come, that 
they may lay hold on eternal life. 

O Timothy, keep that which is committed 
to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain 
babblings, and oppositions of science falsely 
so called : which some professing have erred 
concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. 
Amen. 


THE SECOND EPISTLE 

OF PAUL TO 

TIMOTHY 

PASSING ON THE SACRED TORCH OF LIFE 

Paul had held it high , and carried it far. Now he must pass it on; and with what 
words of warm affection and devotion he does so. As the life of the great campaigner 
draws to its close 5 he has one request to make , one legacy to bequeath that the Cause 
to which he has given the best of his years should not be allowed to falter because of 
any hardship that has to be encountered , any suffering that has to be endured . 

THE GREAT TORCH-BEARER a Timothy 1 , i— 2 , 13 


P AUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ by 
the will of God, according to the 
promise of life which is in Christ* 
Jesus, to Timothy, my dearly be- 
loved son; Grace, mercy, and peace, from 
God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

I thank God, whom I serve from my fore- 
fathers with pure conscience, that without 
■ ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my 
' prayers night and day; greatly desiring to 
see thee, being mindful of thy tears, that I 
may be filled with joy ; when I call to reraem- 


2 Timothy 1 , 1 — 2 , 13 

brance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, 
which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, 
and thy mother Eunice ; and I am persuaded 
that in thee also. Wherefore I put thee in 
remembrance that thou stir up the gift of 
God, which is in thee by the putting on of 
my hands. For God hath not given us the 
spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and 
of a sound mind. Be not thou therefore 
ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor 
of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of 
the afflictions of the gospel according to the 




2 TIMOTHY 1, 8 

power of God; who hath saved us, and called many things he ministered unto me at 
us with an holy calling, not according to our Ephesus, thou knowest very well, 
works, but according to his own purpose and Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the 
grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things 

before the world began, but is now made that thou hast heard of me among many 

manifest by the appearing of our Saviour witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 
Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and men, who shall be able to teach others also, 

hath brought life and immortality to light Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good 

through the gospel: whereunto I am ap- soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth 
pointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a entangleth himself with the affairs of this 
teacher of the Gentiles. For the which cause life ; that he may please him who hath chosen 
I also suffer these things : nevertheless I am him to be a soldier. And if a man also strive 
not ashamed : for 1 know whom I have for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except 
believed, and am persuaded that he is able he strive lawfully. The husbandman that 
to keep that which I have committed unto laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits. 
him against that day. Hold fast the form of Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee 
sound words, which thou hast heard of me, understanding in all things. Remember that 
in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised 
That good thing which was committed unto from the dead according to my gospel: 
thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, 
in us. even unto bonds ; but the word of God is not 

This thou knowest, that all they which are bound. Therefore I endure all things for the 
in Asia be turned away from me; of whom elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain the 
are Phygellus and Hermogenes. The Lord salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eter- 
give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus ; nal glory. It is a faithful saying : For if we be 
for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed dead with him, we shall also live with him : 
of my chain : but, when he was in Rome, he if we suffer, we shall also reign with him : if 
sought me out very diligently, and found me. wc deny him, he also wilt deny us : if we be- 
The Lord grant unto him that he may find lieve not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot 
mercy of the Lord in that day: and in how deny himself. 

HIS SECRET 2 Timothy 2, 14—4, 22 

But if the letter bears a charge > it also carries in the tenderness of its affection the 
secret of the torch-bearer’s courage and devotion. It is the presence of the Lord Himself 
with those who are His heralds . Within their service for a Cause there is a seme of 
the strength and joy of a sacred and eternal friendship with the Lord of Life . Through 
perilous times He will never fail them . 

OF these things put them in remembrance;* iniquity. But in a great house there are not 
charging them before , the Lord that' they only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of 
strive not about words to no profit, but to wood and of earth; and some to honour, and 
the subverting of the hearers. Study to shew some to dishonour. If a man therefore purge 
thyself approved unto God, a workman that himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto 
needeth net to be ashamed, rightly dividing honour, sanctified, and meet for the master’s 
the word of truth. But shun profane and use, and prepared unto every good work, 
vain babblings: for they will increase unto Flee also youthful lusts; but follow right- 
more ungodliness. And their word will eat eousness, faith, charity, peace, with them 
as doth a canker : of whom is Hymenasus and that call on the Lord out of a pure heart, 
Philetus; who concerning the truth have But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, 
erred, saying that the resurrection is past knowing that they do gender strifes. And 
already; and overthrow the faith of some, the servant of the Lord must not strive; but 
Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 
sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth in meekness instructing those that oppose 
them that are his. And, Let every one that themselves; if God peradventure will give 
nameth the name of Christ depart from them repentance to the acknowledging of 
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the truth; and that they may recover them- 
selves out of the snare of the devil* who are 
taken captive by him at his will 

Perilous Times 

This know also, that: in the last days peril- 
ous times shall come. For men shall be lovers 
of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, un- 
thankful, unholy, without natural affection, 
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, 
fierce, despisers of those that are good, 
traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of plea- 
sures more than lovers of God; having a 
form of godliness, but denying the power 
thereof: from such turn away. For of this 
sort are they which creep into houses, and 
lead captive silly women laden with sins, led 
away with divers lusts, ever learning, and 
never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. Now as Jannes and Jambres with- 
stood Moses, so do these also resist the truth ; 
men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning 
■the faith. But they shall proceed no further: 
for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, 
as theirs also was. But thou hast fully known 
my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, 
longsuffering, charity, patience, persecu- 
tions, afflictions, which came unto me at 
Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what per- 
secutions 1 endured: but out of them all the 
Lord delivered me. Yea, and all that will 
five godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer per- 
secution. But evil men and seducers shall 
wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being 
deceived. But continue thou in the things 
which thou hast learned and hast been 
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast 
learned them; and that from a child thou 
hast known the holy scriptures, which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profit- 
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: that the 
man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works. 

Faithful Service 

I charge thee therefore before God, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 
quick and the dead at his appearing and his 
kingdom; preach the word; be instant in 
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, ex- 
hort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For 


2 TIMOTHY 4, 22 

the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts 
shall they heap to themselves teachers, hav- 
ing itching ears; and they shall turn away 
their ears from the truth, and shall be turned 
unto fables. But watch thou in all things, en- 
dure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, 
make full proof of thy ministry. For I am 
now ready to be offered, and the time of my 
departure is at hand. I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith : henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me at that 
day: and not to me only, but unto all them 
also that love his appearing. 

The Never-failing Lord 
Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me : 
for Demas hath forsaken me, having loved 
this present world, and is departed unto 
Thessalonica; Crcscens to Galatia, Titus 
unto Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Take 
Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is 
profitable to me for the ministry. And 
Tychicus have I sent to Ephesus. The cloke 
that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou 
comest, bring with thee, and the books, but 
especially the parchments. Alexander the 
coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord 
reward him according to his works : of whom 
be thou ware also ; for he hath greatly with- 
stood our words. At my first answer no man 
stood with me, but all men forsook me : I 
pray God that it may not be laid to their 
charge. Notwithstanding the Lord stood 
with me, and strengthened me; that by me 
the preaching might be fully known, and 
that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was 
delivered out of the mouth of the lion. And 
the Lord shall deliver me from every evil 
work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly 
kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Personal Greetings 

Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the house- 
hold of Onesiphorus. Erastus abode at 
Corinth: but Trophimus have I left at 
Miletum sick. Do thy diligence to come 
before winter. Eubulus greeteth thee, and 
Pudens, and Linus, and Claudia, and all the 

: / V, , v 

The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. 

Grace be with you. Amen. 
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UNDER THE BANNER OF GRACE AND TRUTH 

The little island of Crete learns the pattern of a new order of life for the everyday 
people of the world , It includes everybody , even old people ami slaves; for if life is to 
be full of grace and truths everybody , in his mm sphere , must make a stand for what 
is right and seemly . 


THINGS TO BE PUT RIGHT 

P AUL, a servant of God, and an 
apostle of Jesus Christ, according 
to the faith of God’s elect, and the 
acknowledging of the truth which is 
after godliness; in hope of eternal life, which 
God, that cannot lie, promised before the 
world began; but hath in due times mani- 
fested his word through preaching, which is 
committed unto me according to- the com- 
mandment of God our Saviour; to Titus, 
mine own son after the common faith : Grace, 
mercy, and peace, from God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour* 

For tills cause left 1 thee in Crete, that 
thou shouldest set in order the things that 
are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, 
as I had appointed thee : if any be blameless, 
the husband of one wife, having faithful 
children not accused of riol or unruly. For 
a bishop must be blameless, as the steward 
of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not 
given to wine, no striker, not given to! filthy 
lucre ; but a lover of hospitality, a lover of 
good men, sober, just, holy, temperate; 
holding fast the faithful word as he hath 
been taught, that he may be able by sound 
doctrine both to exhort and to convince the 
gainsayers. 

For there are many unruly and vain talkers 
and deceivers, specially they of the circum- 
cision: whose mouths must be stopped, who 
subvert whole houses, teaching things which 
they ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake. One 
of themselves, even a prophet of their own, 
said,' The Cretians are alway liars, evil beasts, 
slow bellies. This witness is true. Where- 
fore rebuke them sharply, that they may be 
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sound in the faith ; not giving heed to Jewish 
fables, and commandments of men, that 
turn from -the truth. Unto the pure all 
things are pure : but unto them that are de- 
filed and unbelieving is nothing pure; but 
even their mind and conscience is defiled. 
They profess that they know God; but in 
works they deny him, being abominable, 
and disobedient, and unto every good work 
reprobate,, 

A Task for Everybody 

But speak thou the things which become 
sound .doctrine : that the aged men be sober, 
grave, temperate, sound in faith* in charity, 
in patience. The aged women likewise, that 
they be in behaviour as beeometh holiness, 
not false accusers, not given to much wine, 
teachers of good things; that they may teach 
the young women to be sober, to love their 
husbands, to love their children, to be dis- 
creet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obe- 
dient to their own husbands, that the word 
of God be not blasphemed. Young men 
likewise exhort to be sober minded. In ail 
things shewing thyself a pattern of good 
works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, 
gravity., sincerity, sound speech* that cannot 
be condemned; that he that is of the con- 
trary part may be ashamed, having no evil 
thing to say of you. Exhort servants to be 
obedient unto , their own masters, and to 
please them well in all things; not answering 
again; not purloining, but shewing all good 
fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine 
of God our Saviour in nil things. For the 
grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 
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appeared to all men, teaching us that, deny- 
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world; looking for that blessed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave 
himself for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a pecu- 
liar people, zealous of good works* 

These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke 
with ail authority. Let no man despise thee. 

Put them in mind to be subject to prin- 
cipalities and powers, to obey magistrates, 
to be ready to every good work, to speak evil 
of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, 
shewing all meekness unto all men. For we 
ourselves also were sometimes foolish, dis- 
obedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and 
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, 
and hating one another. But after that the 
kindness and love of God our Saviour toward 
man appeared, not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the washing of re- 
generation, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 
which he shed on us abundantly through 


PHILEMON 5 

Jesus Christ our Saviour; that being justified 
by his grace, we should be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life. This 
is a faithful saying, and these things I will 
that thou affirm constantly, that they which 
have believed in God might be careful to 
maintain good works. These things are good 
and profitable unto men. But avoid foolish 
questions, and genealogies, and contentions, 
and strivings about the law; for they are un- 
profitable and vain. A man that is an here- 
tick after the first and second admonition 
reject ; knowing that he that is such is sub- 
verted, and sinneth, being condemned of 
himself. 

When I shall send Artemas unto thee, or 
Tychicus, be diligent to come unto me to 
Nicopolis: for I have determined there to 
winter. Bring Zenas the lawyer and Apollos 
on their journey diligently, that nothing be 
wanting unto them. And let ours also learn 
to maintain good works for necessary uses, 
that they be not unfruitful. 

All that are with me salute thee. Greet 
them that love us in the faith. 

Grace be with you all. Amen. 


THE EPISTLE OF PAUL 

TO 

PHILEMON 

REMEMBER THE PERSONAL APPLICATION 

When Paul sent the runaway slave hack to Philemon, it was with an entreaty that the 
injured master should use the occasion for giving the Gospel principle or spirit of brother- 
hood a personal and practical application. In view of the custom of the times, it would 
not be easy, and Paul could not officially determine the issue Philemon himself 
must make the decision. In his case, as in so many social problems, the individual 
conscience was called to take action long before the social conscience was roused. 


A PERSONAL APPEAL 

P AUL, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and 
Timothy our brother, unto Phile- 
mon our dearly beloved, and fellow- 
labourer, and to our beloved Apphia, 
and Archippus our fellowsoldier, and to the 


Philemon 1-25 

church in thy house : Grace to you, and peace, 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

I thank my God, making mention of thee 
always in my prayers, hearing of thy love and 


Wil 
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faith, which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, he therefore departed for a season, that thou 
and toward all saints; that the communica*- shouldest receive Mm for ever; not now as a 


loved, specially to me, but how much more 


in Christ to enjoin thee that which is con* 
venient, yet for love’s sake I rather beseech 
thee, being such an one as Paul the aged, and 
now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ. I be* 


seech thee for my son One&imus, whom I 
have begotten in my bonds: which in time 
past was to thee unprofitable, but now pro* 
fixable to thee and to me: whom 1 have sent 
again: thou therefore receive him, that is, 
mine own bowels: whom I would have ‘re- 
tained with me, that in thy stead he might 
have ministered unto me in the bonds of the 


I will, repay it: albeit I do not say to thee 
how thou owest unto me even thine own self 
besides. Yea, brother, let me have joy of 


Having confidence in thy obedience I 
wrote unto thee, knowing that thou wilt also 
do more than 1 say. But withal prepare me 
also a lodging; for I trust that through your 
prayers I shall be given unto you. 

There salute thee Epaphras, my fellow- 
prisoner in Christ Jesus; Marcus, Aristar- 


nothing; that thy benefit should not be as it 
were of necessity, but willingly. For perhaps 


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with your spirit. Amen. 


THE EPISTLES OF PAUL; The Order of Their Composition . 


the Aponte's mind , mid follow the development of Ms doctrine* But in this case* there is link 
to he gamed; bemuse when Paul began to twite — and Ms literary activity did not cover more 
than ten years — he was about fifty > at the age when a man’s mind has usually matured , and 
Ms thought does not undergo much radical change . A careful comparison of his letters does 
exhibit^ here and there , a few adjustments that time prmed to be necessary * as 9 for instance , in 
Ms view of the Lord’s Second Coming; and he was ready to make the changes . Bui Ms conception 
of the Gospel^ Ms fundamental convictions* remain the same through all his Epistles . He varies 
the tom , but never the theme; he takes one line of argument with the Jem, and another with the 
Gentiles* but it is the am Gospel that he is defending and always seeking to promote * 

The first Epistles were the two written , with a brief interval between them* to the THESSALONIANS 
during Ms second Missionary Tourney* 

During Ms third Missionary Journey he wrote the two Epistle s to the CORINTHIANS, and 
the Epistles to the romans and the Galatians. The date of Galatians cannot be definitely 
determined L 

While he was a prisoner at Rome ( or , as some think , at Ephesus* during Ms three years ® 
stay there) he wrote to the philippians, colossians, Philemon, and perhaps ephesians. 

There is much in the Pastoral Epistles to TIMOTHY and TITUS which seems to reflect the 
later development of the Church . 



TO THE 


OUR TRUE AND GLORIOUS RELIGION 

What surprises the modern reader of this Epistle , and makes him hold on to it, in spite 
of its many references to Jewish ordinances with which he has little acquaintance , is the 
astounding assertion that there is a sphere of life where the realities of experience surpass 
all dreams and expectations . He has to enlarge his hopes , and in the end admit they are 
no longer hopes but strong convictions; the faith by which a man can live . For it is here 
affirmed that the best of the religions that had appeared on the earth before Christ came , 
and that was prized for all the blessedness it promised and brought to men , was but a 
shadow of the truth . The real thing , the writer declares , is infinitely more wonderful 
than anything that has ever been described, that priests and prophets have ever 
pictured or foretold . It is the heavenly sanctuary of the spirit, made known by Christ • 
He has revealed in all its truth the reality and glory of another realm than that which 
men can see and touch; a sphere in which their spirits may find fullness of life, in which 
God lives and reigns , and where righteousness and love abound . To this realm He 
has given those who follow Him the right of access, the privilege of the sons of God • 

THE SUPREME REVELATION Hebrews 1, i— 2, 18 


G OD, who at sundry times and in 
divers manners spake in time past 
r unto the fathers by the prophets, 
hath in these last days spoken unto 
us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir 
of all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds; who being the brightness of his 
glory, and the- express image of his person, 
and upholding all things by the word of his 
power, when he had by himself purged our 
sins, sat down on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high; being made so much better 
than the angels, as he hath by inheritance 
obtained a more excellent name than they. 
For unto which of the angels said he at any 
time, 

Thou art my Son, 

This day have 1 begotten thee? 
and again, 

I will be to him a Father, 

And he shall be to me a Son? 

And again, when he bringeth in the first- 
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the angels of God worship him. And of the 
angels he saith, 

Who maketh his angels spirits. 

And his ministers a flame of fire. 

But unto the Son he saith, 

Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: 

A sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre 
of thy kingdom. 

Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated 
iniquity; 

Therefore God, even thy God, hath 
anointed thee 

With the oil of gladness above thy fellows. 
And, 

Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid 
the foundation of the earth; 

And the heavens are the works of thine 
hands : '■ 

They shall perish; but thou remainest; 

And they all shall wax old as doth a gar- 
ment; 

And as a vesture shalt thou fold 




THE GROWING GREATNESS OF THE WORLD CANNOT 


Whatever progress civilization makes , however vast and powerful become the kingdoms 
of the worlds man will always feel that his life does not wholly consist of these things. 
He is heir to another world) that would more truly satisfy his deeper spiritual needs and 


But thou art the same. 

And thy years shall not fail. 

But to which of the angels said he at any 
time, 

Sit on my right hand, 

Until I make thine enemies thy footstool? 
Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth 
to minister for them who shall be heirs of 
salvation? 

Therefore we ought to give the more 
earnest heed to the things which we have 
heard, lest at any time we should let them 


slip. For if the word spoken by angels was 
stedfast, and every transgression and dis- 
obedience received a just recompence of 
reward; how shall we escape, if we neglect 
so great salvation; which at the first began to 
be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed 
unto us by them that heard him; God also 
bearing them witness, both with signs and 
wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts 
of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will? 

For unto the angels hath he not put in sub- 
jection the world to come, whereof we speak 





LESSEN THE GLORY OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 

powers 5 if he could but find it; the world which it is the glory of Christianity to make 
known and lead him into . It is the Kingdom of the soul , of God> and of the eternal 
realities that time cannot destroy nor put out of date . 

him, he left nothing that is not put under 
him. But now we see not yet all things put 
under him. But we see Jesus, who was made 
a little lower than the angels for the suffering 
of death, crowned with glory and honour; 
that he by the grace of God should taste 
death for every man. For it became him, 
for whom are all things, and by whom are all 
things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to 
make the captain of their salvation perfect 
through sufferings. For both he that sancti- 
fieth and they who are sanctified are all of 


But one in a certain place testified, saying. 

What is man, that thou art mindful of him ? 

Or the son of man, that thou visitest him? 

Thou madest him a little lower than the 
angels; 

Thou crownedst him with glory and 
honour, 

And didst set him over the works of thy 
hands; 

Thou hast put all things in subjection 
under his feet. 

For in that he put all in subjection under 
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out: for which cause fee is not ashamed to 
cal them brethren, saying, 

I will declare thy name unto my brethren. 
In the midst of the church will I sing 
praise unto thee* 

And again, I will put my trust in him. And 
again. Behold I and the children which God 
hath given me. 

Forasmuch then as the children are par* 
takers of fesh and blood, he also himself 
likewise took part of the same; that through 
death he might destroy Mm that had the 


power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver 
them who through fear of death were ail 
their lifetime subject to bondage. For verily 
he took not on him flic nature of angels; but 
he took on hins the seed of Abraham, 
Wherefore in all things it behoved Mm to 
be made like unto Ms brethren, that he 
might be a merciful and faithful high priest 
in things pertaining to God, to make recon- 
ciliation for the sins of the people* For in 
that he himself hath suffered being tempted, 
lie is able to succour them that are tempted. 


ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY 

THE SOVEREIGN SUPREMACY OF CHRIST 

HEBREWS CHAPTERS 3 , i~ 7 , 28 

We should give serious attention to the Christian religion, says the writer of this 
Epistle, because, in the first place, it comes to us with no less authority than that of the 
Son of God. Christ does not speak like a messenger that has to declare his authority 
before he can be heard. He is His own authority. He is not a servant like the angels, 
the prophets, or even Moses the great law-giver, but a son, who speaks with the full and 
intimate knowledge that sornhip gives. And this authority, which He carries as the 
agent of the supreme revelation of God, is further manifested in Him as the agent of 
human redemption. He is our great High Priest by virtue of His nature and His 
unique relation to God and mm. His authority for His priestly ministry is in His 
Person. His priesthood is not an appointment that He has received from men; a title 
conferred on Him by an organization or institution; nor a family calling that by 
reason of His birth He must adopt and follow. For He did not belong to the priestly 
caste, and would not have been allowed to fill the priestly office. Nevertheless He is our 
High Priest, the High Priest for humanity, and this by a divine right that shines forth 
in His nature. It is inherent in Him, more personal than official; more like that 
typified by Melchisedec than that represented by Aaron. For when Melchisedec 
stepped into history, without external guarantees of his birth and office, the Father of 
the Faithful at once recognized his greatness and paid homage to him. And so with 
us, it is the inner personal glory, the radiance of the life divine in Christ who, as om 
High Priest, claims our hearts' reverence and devotion. 

GREATER THAN MOSES AND AARON Hebrews, 3 , 1— 7 , 28 


W HEREFORE, holy brethren, 
partakers of the heavenly call- 
ing, consider the Apostle and 
High Priest of our profession, 
Christ Jesus 5 who was faithful to him that 
appointed him, as also Moses was faithful 
in all his house. For this man was counted 
worthy ctf more glory than Moses, inasmuch 
as he who hath builded the house hath more 
honour than the house. For every house is 
builded by some man; but he that built all 


things is God. And Moses verily was faith- 
ful in all his house, as a servant, for a testi- 
mony of those things which were to be 
spoken after; but Christ as a son over his 
own house; whose house are we, if we hold 
fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the 
hope firm unto the end. Wherefore (as the 
Holy Ghost saith, 

To day if ye will hear his voice. 

Harden not your hearts, as in the pro- 
vocation. 
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HEBREWS 5 * 10 

he not afterward have spoken of another day. 
There remaineth therefore a rest to the 
people of God. For he that is entered into 
his rest, he also hath ceased from his own 
works, as God did from his. Let us labour 
therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man 
fall after the same example of unbelief. For 
the word of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is 
a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart. Neither is there any creature that is 
not manifest in his sight : but all things are 
naked and opened unto the eyes of him with 
whom we have to do. 

Seeing then that we have a great high 
priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus 
the Son of God, let us hold fast our pro- 
fession. For we have not an high priest 
which cannot be touched with the feeling of 


In the day of temptation in the wilderness : 

When your fathers tempted me, proved 
me, 

And saw my works forty years* 

Wherefore 1 was grieved with that genera- 
tion. 

And said, They do alway err in their 
heart; 

Anti they have not known my ways* 

So 1 sware in my wrath, 

They shall not enter into my rest.) 

Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of 
you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing 
from the living God. But exhort one another 
dally, while it is called To da)?; lest any of 
you be hardened through the deceitfulness 
of sin. For we are made partakers of Christ, 
if we hold the beginning of our confidence 
stedfast unto the end; while it is said. 

To day if ye will hear his voice, 

Harden not your hearts, as in the provoca- 

For some, when they had heard, did pro- like as we are, yet without 
voke : howbeit not all that came out of Egypt fore come boldly unto ^ 
by Moses. But with whom was he grieved that we may obtain mercy 
forty years? was it not with them that had help m time of need, 
sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness? ^ mfg Mekhisedec 

^t t L^™but e to’Sem < to believed For every high priest , 

not ? So we see that they could not enter in 

L« usto to fear, lest, a promise being sacrifices for sins : who ^ca 
left us of entering into his rest, any of you on the 
should seem to come short of it. For unto the way; for that he lumse 

us was the gospel preached, as well as unto with infirmity. And by 

them; but the word preached did not profit ^ p ^ d 9 

them not being mixed with faith m them to offer for sms. Ana r 

that heard it. For we which have believed honour unto himself, bu 
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strong meat belongeth to them that are of ente reth into that within the v< 
full age, even those who by reason of use the forerunner is for us entered, 


Therefore leaving the principles of the 
doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfec- 
tion; not laying again the foundation of 
repentance from dead works, and of faith 
toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, 
and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection ' 
of the dead, and of eternal judgment. And 
this will we do, if God permit. For it is 
impossible for those who were once en- 
lightened, and have tasted of the heavenly 
gift, and were made partakers of the Holy 


God, and the powers of the world to come, 


Abraham and Mekhisedec 

For this MelcMsedec, king of Salem, priest 
of the most high God, who met Abraham 
returning from the slaughter of the kings, 
and blessed him; to whom also Abraham 
gave a tenth part of all; first being by inter- 
pretation King of righteousness, and after 
that also King of Salem, which is. King of 
peace ; without father, without mother, with- 

f 

days, nor end of life; but made like unto the 


salvation, though we thus speak. For God 
is not unrighteous to forget your work and 
labour of love, which ye have shewed toward 
his name, in that ye have ministered to the 
saints, and do minister. And we desire that 
every one of you do shew the same diligence 
to the full assurance of hope unto the end : 
that ye be not slothful, but followers of them 
who through faith and patience inherit the 
promises- 

For when God made promise to Abraham, 
because 1 he could swear by no greater, he 
aware by himself, saying, Surely blessing I 
will bless thee, and multiplying I will multi- 
ply thee- And so, after he had patiently en- 
dured, he obtained the promise. For men 


tradiction the less is blessed of the better. 
And here men that die receive tithes; but 
there he receiveth them, of whom it is 
witnessed that he liveth. And as I may so 
say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, payed 
tithes in Abraham. For he was yet in the 
loins of Ms father, when Mekhisedec met 
him. 

If therefore perfection were by the Levi- 
deal 1 priesthood, {for under it the people 
received the law,) what further need was 
there . that another priest should rise after 
the order of Mekhisedec, and not be called 
after the order of Aaron? For the priesthood 
being changed, there is made of' necessity a 
change also of the law. For he of whom 


unto whom even the patriarch Abraham 
gave the tenth of the spoils. And verily they 
that are of the sons of 'Levi, who receive the 


mem to take tithes of the people according 
to the law, that is, of their brethren, though 
they come out of the loins of Abraham : but 
he whose descent is not counted from them 
received tithes of Abraham, and blessed him 


A ( 

Of whom we have many things to say, and Wherein God, willing more abundantly to 

hard to be uttered, seeing ye. arc dull of shew unto the heirs of promise the immut- 

hearing. For when for the time vc ought to ability of his counsel, confirmed it by an 

be teachers, ye have need that one teach you oath ; that by two immutable things, in which 

again which he the first principles of the if was impossible for God to lie, we might 

oracles of God ; and are become such as have have a strong consolation, who have fled for 

need of milk, and not of strong meat. For refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before 


themselves the Son of God afresh, and put 
him to an open shame- For the earth which 
drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, 


whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from 
God: but that which beareth thorns and 
briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; 
whose end is to be burned. 

But, beloved, we are persuaded better 
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And should be a gate of heaven to the true and , 
Jesus Christ. But there are thousands of temples 
this knowledge has not yet come. 

these things are spoken pertaineth to another 
tribe, of which no man gave attendance at 
the altar. For it is evident that our Lord 
sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses 
spake nothing concerning priesthood. And 
it is yet far more evident : for that after the 
similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth an- 
other priest, who is made, not after the law 
of a carnal commandment, but after the 
power of an endless life. For he testifieth, 

Thou art a priest for ever 
After the order of Melchisedec. 

For there is verily a disannulling of the com- 
mandment going before for the weakness and 
unprofitableness thereof. For the law made 
nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a 
better hope did ; by the which we draw nigh 
unto God. And inasmuch as not without an 


Thou art a priest for ever 

After the order of Melchisedec :) 

By so much was Jesus made a surety of a 
better testament. And they truly were many 
priests, because they were not suffered to 
continue by reason of death: but this man, 
because he continueth ever, hath an un- 
changeable priesthood. Wherefore he is able 
also to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them. 

For such an high priest became us, who 
is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from 
sinners, and made higher than the heavens; 
who needeth not daily, as those high priests, 
to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, 
and then for the people’s: for this he did 
once, when he offered up himself. For the 
law maketh men high priests which have 
infirmity; but the word of the oath, which 
was since the law, maketh the Son, who is 
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the substance of the realities present in Ms mind , He speaks of the Tabermek and its 
worship as partial , passing images , symbols and shadows of something in reality which 
resembles but surpasses them . Surely he is thinking of the realm of the spirit ; speaking 
of it at times, as though it were the world within, and then as though it were the world 
above; the spiritual and heavenly worlds which can never pass away; the most real and 
exalted plane of existence . His originality lies in giving 1 a new name, that of the 
Heavenly Sanctuary, to what in the gospels is called the Kingdom of Heaven. It is a most 
valuable contribution to our thought , for it adds to our knowledge of Christ as King , 
our knowledge of Him as High Priest; and provides our minds with a background 
that enables us to appreciate this aspect of His mission. And this able writer does so in 
a way that does not in the least affect the earlier revelation of Christ's kingship. 
For he chooses to illuminate his thought by likening Christ's priesthood to that of 
MelcMsedec, who was both king and priest. The point he seeks to bring out is that 
of Christ's sympathy , of His complete unity with, and His intimate ministry to and on 
behalf of His people , without lessening the sense of His supreme sovereignty over them , 
But what amazing power is thus ascribed to Christ , when to His mime of King is added 
that of High Priest ; to the might and majesty of His throne , that of the ministry of the 
altar ; and these, be it noted, in the realm of the spirit ; that is, over all the hearts of men , 
md in that world which lies beyond the reach of death . No wonder, then, the writer felt 
he could proclaim this as the true religion, to which , among religions, that of Israel 
had always pointed. Now , it and they have been surpassed. 

THE HEAVENLY SANCTUARY Hebrews 8, x— 10 , 18 


N OW' of 'the things which we have 
spoken this is the sum ; We have 
such an high pries!* who is set 
on the right, hand of the throne of 
the Majesty in the heavens; a minister of the 
■sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle., which 
the Lord pitched, and not man. For every 
high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacri- 
fices i wherefore it is of necessity that this 
man have somewhat also to offer. For if he 
were on earth, he should not be a priest, 
seeing that there are priests that offer gifts 
according to the law; who serve unto the 
example tad shadow of heavenly things, as 
Moses was admonished of God when he was 
about to make the tabernacle ; for, See, saith 
he, that thou make all things according to die 
pattern shewed to thee in the mount. But 
now hath he obtained a more excellent 
ministry, by how much also he is the media- 
tor of a better covenant, which was estab- 
lished upon better promises. For if that first 
covenant had been faultless, then should no 


place have been sought for the second. For 
finding fault with them, he saith, 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
When I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and with the house of 
Judah : 

Not according to the covenant that I made 
with their lathers 

In the day when I took them by the hand 
to lead them out of the land of Egypt; 
Because they continued not in my covenant, 
And I regarded them no t, saith the 'Lord, 
For this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel 
After those days, saith the Lord; 

I will put my laws into their mind. 

And write them in their hearts; 

And' I will be to them a God, 

And they shall be to me a people: 

And they shall not teach every man his 
neighbour, 

And every man his brother, saying. Know 
the Lord: 



HEBREWS 10 , 4 

And for this cause he is the mediator of 
the new testament, that by means of death, 
for the redemption of the transgressions that 
were under the first testament, they which 
are called might receive the promise of 
eternal inheritance. For where a testament 
is, there must also of necessity be the death 
of the testator. For a testament is of force 
after men are dead: otherwise it is of no 
strength at all while the testator liveth. 
Whereupon neither the first testament was 
dedicated without blood. For when Moses 
had spoken every precept to all the people 
according to the law, he took the blood of 
calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet 
wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the 
book, and all the people, saying, This is the 
blood of the testament which God hath 
enjoined unto you. Moreover he sprinkled 
with blood both the tabernacle, and all the 
vessels of the ministry. And almost all 
things are by the law purged with blood ; and 
without shedding of blood is no remission. 

Our High Priest 

it was therefore necessary that the pat- 
terns of things in the heavens should be 
purified with these; but the heavenly things 
themselves with better sacrifices than these. 
For Christ is not entered into the holy places 
made with hands, which are the figures of 
the true; but into heaven itself, now to ap- 
pear in die presence of God for us: nor yet 
that he should offer himself often, as the high 
priest entereth into the holy place every year 
with blood of others; for then must he often 
have suffered since the foundation of the 
world : but now once in the end of the world 
hath he appeared to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself. And as it is appointed 
unto men once to die, but after this the judg- 
ment: so Christ was once offered to bear the 
• sins of many; and unto them that look for 
: him shall he appear the second time without 
, sin unto salvation. - , 

For the law having a shadow of good 
i things to come, and not the very image of 
the things, can never with those sacrifices 
’ which they offered year by year continually 
1 make the comers thereunto perfect, ror 
then would they not have ceased to be 
t offered? because that the worshippers once 


purged should have had no more conscience 
of sins. But in those sacrifices there is a 
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bulls and of goats should take away sins* 
Wherefore when he cometh into the world, 
he ■ saith, 

.Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not,. 
But a body hast thou prepared me : 

In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin 
thou hast had no pleasure. 

Then said I, Lo* I come 
(In the volume of the book it is written 
of me,). 

To do thy will, O God. 

Above when he said. Sacrifice and offering 
and, burnt offerings and offering for sin thou 
wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; 
which are offered by the law; then said, he, 
Lo, I come to do thy will, Q God. He taketh 
away the first, that he may establish the 
second. By the which will we are sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all. 


And every priest standeth daily minister- 
ing and offering oftentimes, the same sacri- 
fices, which can never take away sins: but 
this man, after he had offered one sacrifice 
for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand 
of God; from henceforth expecting till his 
enemies he made his foots tool. For by one 
offering he hath perfected for ever them that 
are sanctified. Whereof the Holy Ghost also 
is a witness to us : for after that he had said 
before. 

This is die covenant that I will make with 

than 

After those days, saith the Lord, 

I will put my laws into their hearts. 

And in their minds will I write them; 

And their sins and iniquities will I re- 
member no more. 

Now where, remission of these is, there is no 
more offering for sin. 
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MEN OF FAITH Hebrews 10, 19 — 13, 25 

It hardly seems possible that people who possess such a glorious religion should need to 
be exhorted to avail themselves of its privileges , and to holdfast its promises against the 
deceits and hardships of the world . Yet it is so. Horn rarely do we seek, and alas ! 
how lightly do we value the free access that has been secured for us into the presence of 
God. And again , how rarely do we bear on our course with * Such a gale of faith as fills 
the sails of the $oul\ Perhaps it is because we have not dared to give the promises a 
personal application, or, unlike the men mentioned here, individually proved them to be 
true. It is only thus that faith grows strong. The heroes of faith, like ourselves in 
character , temperament 9 and imperfections, found the vigour of their faith increased as 
they ventured upon it in the difficulties that they had to meet . They acted upon the 
promises of God . How much more then should we do so who have been given , in Christ , 
a fuller assurance of God y s power and faithfulness to fulfil them. 


HAVING therefore, brethren, boldness to 
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
by a new and living way, which he hath 
consecrated for us, through the veil, that is 
to say, his flesh; and having an high priest 
over the house of God ; let us draw near with 
a true heart in full assurance of faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, 
and our bodies washed with pure water. Let 
us hold fast the profession of our faith with- 
out wavering; (for he is faithful that 
promised;) and let us consider one another 
to provoke unto love and to good works : not , 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves to- 
gether, as the manner of some is; but 
exhorting one another: and so much the 
more, as ye see the day approaching. 

For if we sin wilfully after that we have 


received the knowledge of the truth, there 
remained! no more sacrifice for sins, but a 
certain fearful looking for of judgment and 
fiery indignation, which shall devour the 
adversaries. He that despised Moses’ law 
died without mercy under two or three wit- 
nesses: of how much sorer punishment, 
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who 
hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and 
hath counted the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy 
thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit 
of grace? For we know him that hath said, 
Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recom- 
pense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord 
shall judge his people. It is a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God. 

But call to remembrance the former days. 
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in which, after ye were illuminated, ye en~ 

! dured a great fight of afflictions; partly, 
whilst, ye were made a gazingstock both by 
■ reproaches and afflictions ; and partly, whilst 

! ye became companions of them that were so 

used. For ye had compassion of me in my 
bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your 
goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have 
in heaven a better and an enduring substance. 
Cast not away therefore your confidence, 
which hath great recompence of reward. 

| For ye have need of patience, that, after ye 
have done the will of God, ye might receive 
j the promise. 

For yet a little while, 

And he that shall come will come, and will 
| not tarry. 

\ Now the just shall live by faith : 

j But if any man draw back, my soul shall 

} have no pleasure in him. 

But we are not of them who draw back unto 
j perdition; but of them that believe to the 
| saving of the soul. 

Saints and Heroes 

Now faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen. For by 
it the elders obtained a good report. Through 
faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God, so that things 
which are seen were not made of things 
which do appear. 

By faith Abel offered unto God a more 
excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he 
obtained witness that he was righteous, God 
testifying of his gifts : and by it he being dead 
yet speaketh. By faith Enoch was translated 
that he should not see death; and was not 
found, because God had translated him : for 
before Ms translation he had this testimony, 
that he pleased God. But without faith it is 
impossible to please him : for he that cometh 
to God must believe that he is, and that he 
is a rewarder of them that diligently seek 
him. By faith Noah, being warned of God 
of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, 
prepared an ark to the saving of his house; 
by the which he condemned the world, and 
became heir of the righteousness which is by 
faith. By faith Abraham, when he was called 
to go out into a place which he should after 
receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he 
went out, not knowing whither he went. By 
faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as 
in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles 


HEBREWS 11, 28 

with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with Mm of 
the same promise : for he looked for a city 
wMch hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God. Through faith also Sara her- 
self received strength to conceive seed, and 
was delivered of a cMld when she was past 
age, because she judged Mm faithful who 
had promised. Therefore sprang there even 
of one, and him as good as dead, so many as 
the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the 
sand wMch is by the sea shore innumerable. 

These all died in faith, not having re- 
ceived the promises, but having seen them 
afar off, and were persuaded of them, and 
embraced them, and confessed that they 
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 
For they that say such tMngs declare plainly 
that they seek a country. And truly, if they 
had been mindful of that country from 
whence they came out, they might have had 
opportunity to have returned. But now they 
desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: 
wherefore God is not ashamed to be called 
their God : for he hath prepared for them a 
city. 

By faith Abraham, when he was tried, 
offered up Isaac: and he that had received 
the promises offered up Ms only begotten 
son, of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall 
thy seed be called : accounting that God was 
able to raise Mm up, even from the dead; 
from whence also he received Mm in a figure. 
By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau con- 
cerning things to come. By faith Jacob, 
when he was a dying, blessed both the sons 
of Joseph ; and worshipped, leaning upon the 
top of his staff. By faith Joseph, when he 
died, made mention of the departing of the 
cMldren of Israel; and gave commandment 
concermng Ms bones. By faith Moses, when 
he was born, was Md three months of Ms 
parents, because they saw he was a proper 
cMld; and they were not afraid of the king’s 
commandment. By faith Moses, when he 
was come to years, refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather 
to suffer affliction with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 
season; esteeming the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: 
for he had respect unto the recompence of 
the reward. By faith he forsook Egypt, not 
fearing the wrath of the king : for he endured, 
as seeing him who is invisible. Through 
faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling 
of blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn 
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through the Red sea as by dry land : which 
the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned. 
By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after 
they were compassed about seven days. By 
faith the harlot Eahab perished not with 
them that believed not, when she had re- 
ceived the spies with peace. 

And what shall 1 more say? for the time 
would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of 
Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae ; of 
David also, and Samuel, and of the pro- 
phets : who through faith subdued kingdoms, 
ight right* 

?ed die nr 
nee of fa 


armies of the aliens. Women received their 
dead raised to life again: and others were 
tortured, not accepting deliverance ; that they 


For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, 
And scourgeth every son whom he re- 

ceiveth* 

If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with 
you as with sons; for what son is he whom 
the father chastcncth not? But if ye be with- 
. out chastisement, whereof all are partakers, 
then arc ye bastards, and not sons. Further- 
more we have had fathers of our flesh which 
corrected us, and we gave them reverence: 
shall we not much rather be in subjection 
unto the Father of spirits, and live? For they 


tut he for our profit, 
:.akers of Ms holiness, 
r the present seemeth 
rievous : nevertheless 
afterward it yieideth the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby. Wherefore lift up the hands which 


had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, straight paths for your feet, lest that which 
yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment : is lame be turned out of the way; but let it 


were tempted, were slain with the sword: 
they wandered about in sheepskins and goat- 
skins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 


wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and 


and holiness, without; which no man shall 
see the Lord : looking diligently lest any man 
fail of the grace of God; lest any root of 

nd 

thereby many be defiled; lest there be any 

ho 


without us should not be made perfect. 

A Cloud of Witnesses 

Wherefore 'seeing we also are compassed 
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with 
patience the race that is set before us, look- 
ing unto Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith; who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
is set down at the right hand of the throne 
of God. For consider him that endured such 
contradiction of sinners against himself, lest 
ye be wearied and faint in your minds. Ye 
have not yet resisted unto blood, striving 
against sin. And ye have forgotten the 
exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto 
children, 

My son,' despise not thou the chastening 
of the Lord, 


rejected r for he found no place of repentance, 
though he sought it carefully with tears. 

For ye are not come unto the mount that 
might be touched, and that burned with fire, 
nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tem- 
pest, and the sound of a trumpet, and the 
voice of words; which voice they that heard 
intreated that the word should not be spoken 
to them any more ; (for they could not endure 
that which was commanded, And if so much 
as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be 
stoned, or thrust through with a dart; and 
so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I 
exceedingly fear and quake :) but ye are come 
unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 
an innumerable company of angels, to the 
general assembly and church of the first- 
born, which are written in heaven, and to 
God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of 
just men made perfect, and to Jesus the 
mediator of the new covenant, and to the 







Humanity is universally and essentially religious , 


blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better 
tilings than that of Abel, 

See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. 
For if they escaped not who refused him 
that spake on earth, much more shall not 
we escape, if we turn away from him that 
speaketh from heaven: whose voice then 
shook the earth : but now he hath promised, 
saying. Yet once more I shake not the earth 
only, bat also heaven. And this word. Yet 
once more, signifieth the removing of those 
things that are shaken, as of things that are 
made, that those things which cannot be 
shaken may remain. Wherefore we receiving 
a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us 
have grace, whereby we may serve God 
acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 
for our God is a consuming fire. 


God: whose faith follow, considering the 
end of their conversation. Jesus Christ the 
same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. Be 
not carried about with divers and strange 
doctrines. For it is a good thing that the 
heart be established with grace; not with 
meats, which have not profited them that 
have been occupied therein. We have an 
altar, whereof they have no right to eat 
which serve the tabernacle. For the bodies 
of those beasts, whose blood is brought into 
the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are 
burned without the camp. "Wherefore Jesus 
also, that he might sanctify the people with 
his own blood, suffered without die gate. 
Let us go forth therefore unto him without 
the camp, bearing his reproach. For here 
have we no continuing city, but we seek one 
to come. By him therefore let us offer the 
sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, 
the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. 
But to do good and to communicate forget 
not: for with such sacrifices God is well 
pleased. Obey them that have the rule over 
you, and submit yourselves : for they watch 
for your souls, as they that must give ac- 
count, that they may do it with joy, and not 
with grief: for that is unprofitable for you. 

Pray for us: for we trust we have a good 
conscience, in all things willing to live 
honestly. But I beseech you the rather to 
do this, that I may be restored to you the 
sooner. 

Now the God of peace, that brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of 
the everlasting covenant, make you perfect 
in every good work to do his will, working 


The Life of Faith 

Let brotherly love continue. Be not for- 
getful to entertain strangers: for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares. 
Remember them that are in bonds, as bound 
with them ; and them which suffer adversity, 
as being yourselves also in the body. Mar- 
riage is honourable in all, and the bed un- 
defiled : but whoremongers and adulterers 
God will judge. Let your conversation be 
without covetousness; and be content with 
such things as ye have : for he hath said, I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So 
that we may boldly say, 

The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear 
What man shall do unto me. 

Remember them which have the rule over 
you, who have spoken unto you the word of 
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HEBREWS 13, 21 

in you that which is wdlpleasing in his sight* 
through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

And I beseech you* brethren, suffer the 
word of exhortation ; for I have written a 
letter unto you in few words. Know ye that 


our brother Timothy i% m ai liberty; with 
whom* if he conic shortly* ! will see you. 

Salute all them that have the rule over 
you*, and all the saints* They of Italy salute 
you. 

Grace be with you all. Amen. 


THE GENERAL EPISTLE 


BE DOERS OF THE WORD NOT HEARERS ONLY 


With the turn of a page we are once more in the workaday worlds meeting and talking 
with men and women of every type of character , Through the transparent pages of 
Hebrews we could see the heavenly sanctuary . For a few brief moments we were in it, 
worshipping . But now, as worshippers of the God of Heaven , we take up again our 
way through life . In these General Epistles , as they are called \ we get seven situations 
on the journey * and each letter is, in effect , an angel-messenger sent to help us to meet 
them . The one who greets us here is so very practical and matter-of-fact that me can 
hardly look upon him as an angel. We expect angels to be more other-worldly. But many 
of God's angels are simple* honest folk , whose feet are dusty with untiring sendee on the 
long road of human need , which they never leave; whose arms are as strong as wings to 
lift the weary, and whose words are always true and kindly spoken . God sends His 
worshippers to be His angels . 

GOOD COUNSEL James 1, i—S, 20 

J AMES, a servant of God and of the Let the brother of low degree rejoice in 
Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes that he is exalted : but the rich., in that he is 

which are scattered abroad, greeting. made low: because as the flower of the grass 

My brethren, count it all joy when he shall pass away. For the sun is no sooner 
ye fall into divers temptations; knowing this, risen with a burning heat, but it withereth 
that the trying of your faith worketh patience, the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and 
But let patience have her perfect work, that the grace of the fashion of it perisheth : so 
ye may be perfect and entire, wanting no- also shall the rich man fade away in his ways, 
thing. Blessed is the man that endureth tempta- 

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of tion : for when he is tried, he shall receive the 
God, that giveth to all men liberally, and crown of life, which the Lord hath promised 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. to them that love him. Let no man say when 
But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering, he is tempted, 1 am tempted of God: for 
For he that wavereth is like a wave of the God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
sea driven with the wind and tossed. For tempteth he any man: but every man is 
let not that man think that he shall receive tempted, when he is drawn away of his own 
any thing of the Lord. A double minded lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath con- 
man is unstable in all his ways. ceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when 
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it is finished, bringeth forth death. Do not 
err, my beloved brethren. Every good gift 
and every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights, with 
whom is no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning. Of his own will begat he us with 
the word of truth, that we should be a kind 
of firstfruits of his creatures. 

Befriend the Afflicted 
Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every 
man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
wrath : for the wrath of man worketh not the 
righteousness of God. Wherefore lay apart 
all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, 
and receive with meekness the engrafted 
word, which is able to save your souls. But 
be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving your own selves. For if any 
be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he 
is like unto a man beholding his natural face 
in a glass: for he beholdeth himself, and 
goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth 
what manner of man he was. But whoso 
looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and 
continued! therein, he being not a forgetful 
hearer, but a doer ot die work, this man shall 
be blessed in his deed. If any man among 
you seem to be religious, and bridieth not 
his tongue, but decciveth his own heart, this 
man’s religion is vain. Pure religion and 
, mdefikd before God and the Father is this* 
To visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted 
from the world. 


Love your Neighbour 
My brethren, have not the faith of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with 
respect of persons. For if there come unto 
your assembly a man with a gold ring, in 
goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor 
man in vile raiment; and ye have respect to 
him that weareth the gay clothing, and say 
unto him, Sit thou here in a good place ; and 
say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here 
under my footstool: are ye not then partial 
in yourselves, and are become judges of evil 
thoughts? Hearken, my beloved brethren. 
Hath not God chosen the poor of this worm 
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which 
he hath promised to them that love him. 
But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich 
men oppress you, and draw you before the 
judgment seats? Do not they blaspheme tiiat 
worthy name by the which ye are called? It 


ye fulfil the royal law according to the scrip- 
ture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self, ye do well: but if ye have respect to 
persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced 
of the law as transgressors. For whosoever 
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in 
one point, he is guilty of all. For he that 
said, Do not commit adultery, said also. Do 
not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, 
yet if thou kill, thou art become a trans- 
gressor of the law. So speak ye, and so do, 
as they that shall be judged by the law of 
liberty. For he shall have judgment without 
mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and 
mercy rejoiceth against judgment. 

Feed the Hungry 

What doth it profit, my brethren, though 
a man say he hath faith, and have not works? 
can faith save him? If a brother or sister be 
naked, and destitute of daily food, and one 
of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be 
ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye 
give them not those things which are needful 
to the body; what doth it profit? Even so 
faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being 
alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, 
and I have works : shew me thy faith without 
thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by 
my works. Thou believest that there is one 
God; thou doest well : the devils also believe, 
and tremble. But wilt thou know, O ram 
man, that faith without works is dead? Was 
not Abraham our father justified by works, 
when he had offered Isaac his son upon the 
altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his 
works, and by works was faith made perfect? 
And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, 
Abraham believed God, and it was imputed 
unto him for righteousness: and he was 
called the Friend of God. Ye see then how 
that by works a man is justified, and not by 
faith only. Likewise also was not Rahab the 
■ harlot justified by works, when she had re- 
ceived the messengers, and had sent them out 
: another way? For as the body without the 
l spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead 
[ also. 


Offend not in Word 
My brethren, be not many masters, know- 
ing that we shall receive the greater con- 
demnation. For in many things we offend 
all If any man offend not in word, the sam 
is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the 
whole body. Behold, we put bits in the 


JAMES 3, 3 
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JAMES 3* 3 

horses" mouths, that they may obey us; and with God? whosoever therefore will be a 

we turn about their whole body. Behold also friend of the world is the enemy of God* Do 

the ships, which though they be so great, and ye think that the scripture faith in vain, The 

are driven of fierce winds, yet are they spirit that dweiteth in us lustcth to envy? 

turned about with a very small helm, whither- But he giveth^more grace* Wherefore he 

soever the governor Msteth. Even so the saith, God resisted! the proud, but giveth 

tongue is a little member, and boasteth great grace unto the humble* Submit yourselves 

things. Behold, how great a matter a little therefore to Gtxl Resist the devil, and he 

fire Mndiefh! And the tongue is a lire, a will ike from you, Draw nigh to God, and 

world of iniquity : so is the tongue among our he will draw nigh to you.^ Cleanse your 

members, that it defileth the whole body, hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, 

and setteth on fire the course of nature; and ye double minded. Be afflicted, and mourn, 

it is set on fire of hell. For every kind of and weep: let your laughter be turned 

beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of to mounting, and your joy to heaviness, 

things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, 

tamed of mankind ; but the tongue can no and he shall lift y m up, 

man tame ; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly Speak not evil one of another, brethren, 
poison. Therewith bless we God, even the He that speaketh evil of his brother, and 

Father; and therewith curse we men, which judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, 

axe made after the similitude of God. Out and judgeth the law ; but if thou judge the 

of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a 

cursing. My brethren, these things ought judge. There is one lawgiver, who is able 

not so to be. Doth a fountain send forth m to save and to destroy; who art thou that 

the same place sweet water and bitter? Can judges!, another? 

the fig tree, my brethren* bear olive berries? j p 
either t vine, figs? so can no fountain both Am *nrtence 

yield salt water and fresh. Go to now, ye that say, To day or to 

* morrow we will go into such a city* md con- 

Wttnout Hypocrisy tinue there a year, and buy and sell* md get 

Who Is a wise man and endued with gain ; whereas ye know not what: shall be on 

knowledge among you? let him shew out of the morrow. For what is your life? It is even 

a good conversation his works with meek- a vapour, that appeared! for a little time, and 

ness of wisdom* But if ye have bitter envy- then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to 

lag and strife in your hearts* glory not* and say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do 

Me not against the truth. This wisdom this, or that. But now ye rejoice in your 

descended! not from above* but is earthly, boastings: ail such rejoicing is evil There- 

sensual* devilish. For where envying and fore to Mm that knoweth to do good* and 
strife is* there is confusion and every evil doeth It not, to him it is sin. 

work. But the wisdom that is from above is Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl 
first pure* then peaceable* gentle* and easy for your miseries that shall come upon you* 
to be intreated* full of mercy and good fruits, Your riches are corrupted, and your gar** 
without partiality* and without hypocrisy, ments are motheaten* Your gold and silver 
And the fruit of righteousness is sown in is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a 
peace of them that make peace, witness against you, and shall eat your flesh 

-r m ** were ^ re * Ye have heaped treasure 

With Humility together for the last days. Behold* the hire 

From whence come wars and fightings of the labourers who have reaped down your 

among you? come they not hence* even of fields* which is of you kept back by fraud, 

your lusts that war in your members? Ye cried*: and the cries of them which have 
lust* and have not: ye Mil* and desire to reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord 
have* and cannot obtain : ye fight and war* of sabaoth. Ye have lived in pleasure on the 
yet ye have not* because ye ask not. Ye ask* earth* and been wanton; ye have nourished 
and receive not* because ye ask amiss* that your hearts* as in a day of slaughter. Ye have 
ye may consume it upon your lusts. Ye condemned and killed the just; and he doth 
adulterers and adulteresses* know ye not not resist you. 

that the friendship of the world is enmity Be patient therefore* brethren* unto the 



| coming of the Lord. Behold* the husband- 
1 man waiteth for the precious fruit of the 
j earth* and hath long patience for it* until he 
5 receive the early and latter rain. Be ye also 
i patient; stabiish your hearts : for the coming 
j of the Lord draweth nigh. Grudge not one 
| against another* brethren* lest ye be eon- 
\ demned : behold* the judge standeth before 
the door. Take* my brethren* the prophets* 
who have spoken in the name of the Lord* 
for an example of suffering affliction* and of 
;'i patience. Behold* we count them happy 
, which endure. Ye have heard of the patience 

< of Job* and have seen the end of the Lord; 
that the Lord is very pitiful* and of tender 
mercy. 

< True Sympathy 

But above all things* my brethren* swear 
1 not, neither by heaven* neither by the earth* 
, neither by any other oath: but let your yea 
;; be yea; and your nay* nay; lest ye fall into 
condemnation. 


i PETER 1 * 6 

Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. 
Is any merry? let him sing psalms. Is any 
sick among you? let him call for the elders 
of the church; and let them pray over him* 
anointing him with oil in the name of the 
Lord: and the prayer of faith shall save the 
sick* and the Lord shall raise him up; and if 
he have committed sins* they shall be for- 
given him. Confess your faults one to an- 
other* and pray one for another* that ye may 
be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of 
a righteous man availeth much. EHas was a 
man subject to like passions as we are* and 
he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: 
and it rained not on the earth by the space 
of three years and six months. And he 
prayed again* and the heaven gave rain* and 
the earth brought forth her fruit. 

Brethren* if any of you do err from the 
truth* and one convert him; let him know* 
that he which converteth the sinner from the 
error of his way shall save a soul from death* 
and shall hide a multitude of sins. 




i 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE GENERAL 


OF 


PETE 



PUT YOUR HOPE IN GOD’S PROMISES 

We would not turn aside from the sorrowing company by which this angel stands ; exiles 
and sojourners, suffering the bitter affliction of persecution. We would prefer, with 
sympathy , to share their grief. Perchance, we might be privileged to take the lamp of 
hope, which is in this angel's hand, and hold it high in the darkness, while he, to break 
the strain, tunes the hearts and lips of the downcast company to sing the song of hope 
and of the promises that never fail. 

OUR GLORIOUS HOPE 


i Peter 1 , i— 5 , 14 


P ETER, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to 
the strangers scattered throughout 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, 
and Bithynia, elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience 
and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ : 
Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied. 
Blessed be the God and Father of our 


Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his 
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto 
a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance in- 
corruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for you, who 
are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though 
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i PETER 1, 6 

now for t season* if need be, ye are in heavi- For 

ness through manifold temptations : that the All flesh is as grass, 

trial of your faith, being much more precious And all the glory of man as the lower of 

than of gold that perisheth, though it be grass. 

tried with fire, might be found unto praise The grass withers th* and the flower there- 

and honour and glory at the appearing of of falkth away ; 

Jesus Christ : whom having not seen, ye love; But the word of the Lord endureth for 
in whom, though now ye see him not, yet ever. 

believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable And this is the word which by the gospel is 
and full of glory: receiving the end of your preached unto you. 

faith, even the salvation of your souls. Of Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all 
which salvation the prophets have inquired guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and aU 
and searched diligently, who prophesied of evil speakings, as newborn babes, desire the 
the grace that should come unto you ; search- sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow 
ing what, or what manner of time the Spirit thereby: if so be ye have tasted that the 
of Christ which was in them did signify. Lord is gracious. To whom coming, as unto 
when it testified beforehand the sufferings a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but 
of Christ, and the glory that should follow, chosen of God, and precious, ye also, as 
Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, 
themselves, but unto us they did minister an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
the things, which are now reported unto you sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ, 
by them that have preached the gospel unto Wherefore afe it is contained m the scrip- 
you with the Holy Ghost sent down from lure, 

heaven; which things the angels desire to 'Behold, I lay in Sion a chief comer stone, 
look into, elect, precious; 

Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, And he that bdieveth on him shall not be 
be sober, and hope to the end for the grace confounded. 

that is to be brought unto you at the revela- Unto you therefore which believe he is 
txofi of Jesus Christ; as obedient children, precious; but unto them which be dis- 
not fashioning yourselves according to the obedient, 

former lusts in your ignorance: but as he The stone which the builders disallowed, 
which hath allied you is holy, so be ye holy The same is made the head of the comer, 
in all manner of conversation j because it is and 

written. Be ye holy; for I ■am holy. And if A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, 
ye call on the Father, who without respect even to them which stumble at the word, 
of persons judgeth according to every man's being disobedient : whereunto also they were 
work, pass the time of your sojourning here appointed. But ye are a chosen generation, 
in fear : forasmuch as ye know that ye were a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
not redeemed with corruptible things, as people; that ye should shew forth the 
silver and gold, from your vain conversation praises of him who hath called you out of 
received by tradition from your fathers; but darkness into his marvellous light: which in 
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a time past were not a people, but are now 
lamb without blemish and without spot ; who the people of God : which had not obtained 
verily was foreordained before the foundation mercy, but now have obtained mercy, 
of the world, but was manifest in these last 
times for you, who by him do believe in God, 
that raised him up from the dead, and gave 
him glory; that your faith and hope might 
be in God. Seeing ye have purified your 
souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit 
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see 
that ye love one another with a pure heart 
fervently; being bom again, not of cor- 
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
word of God, which Mveth and abideth for 
.ever* 


Our Way qf Life 

Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers 
and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, 
which war against the soul ; having your con- 
versation honest among the Gentiles; that, 
whereas they speak against you as evildoers, 
they may by your good works, which they 
shall behold, glorify God in the day of visita- 
tion. 

Submit yourselves to every ordinance of 



TILL EUROPE KNOWS ANOTHER SPRINGTIDE OF FAITH 
These wayside memories of the Cross , which one sees on many Continental roads, will 
never let the hearts of men forget the faith and hope of their fathers. 


man for the Lord's sake : whether it be to the 
king 3 as supreme; or unto governors* as unto 
them that are sent by him for the punish- 
ment of evildoers* and for the praise of them 
that do well. For so is the will of God* that 
with well doing ye may put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men: as free* and not 
using your liberty for a cloke of malicious- 
ness* but as the servants of God. Honour all 
men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. 
Honour the Mug. 

Servants* be subject to your masters with 
ail fear; not only to the good and gentle* but 
also to the froward. For this is thankworthy* 
if a man for conscience toward God endure 
grief* suffering wrongfully. For what glory 
is it* if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, 
ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do 
well* and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, 

, this is acceptable with God. For even here- 
unto were ye called; because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example* that 
ye should follow his steps': who did no sin* 
neither was guile found in his mouth: who, 
when he was reviled, reviled not again; when 


he suffered* he threatened not; but com- 
mitted himself to him that judgeth right- 
eously: who his own self bare our sins in his 
own body on the tree* that we* being dead 
to sins* should live unto righteousness : by 
whose stripes ye were healed. For ye were 
as sheep going astray; but are now returned 
unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. 

Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to 
your own husbands ; that* if any obey not the 
word, they also may without the word be 
won by the conversation of the wives; while 
they behold your chaste conversation coupled 
with fear. Whose adorning let it not be that 
outward adorning of plaiting the hair* and of 
wearing of gold* or of putting on of apparel; 
but let it be the hidden man of the heart* in 
that which is not corruptible* even the orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet spirit* which is in 
the sight of God of great price. For after 
this manner in the old time the holy women 
also, who trusted in God* adorned them- 
selves, being in subjection unto their own 
husbands ; even as Sara obeyed Abraham, 
calling him lord: whose daughters ye are* as 
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teg as ye do well, and are not afraid with 

any amazement. 

Likewise, ye husbands, dwell, with them 
according to knowledge, giving honour unto 
the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as 
being heirs together of the grace of life; that 
your prayers be not hindered. 

Finally, be ye ah of one mind, having com- 
passion one of another, love as brethren, be 
pitiful, be courteous: not rendering evil for 
evil, or railing tor railing: but contrariwise 
blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto 
called, that ye should inherit a blessing. For 
lie that will love life. 

And see good days, 

Let Mm refrain his tongue from evil, 

And Ms lips that they speak no guile : 

Let him eschew evil, and do good ; 

Let Mm seek peace, and ensue it. 

For the eyes of die Lord are over the 
righteous, 

And his ears are open unto their prayers: 
But the face of the Lord is against them 
that do evil. 

And who is he that will harm you, if ye 
be followers of that which is good? Rut and 
if ye suffer for righteousness" sake, happy are 
ye : and be not afraid of their terror, neither 
be troubled; but sanctify the Lord God in 
your hearts : and be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh 'you a reason 
of the hope that is in you with meekness and 
fear : having a good conscience ; that, whereas 
they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they 
may be ashamed that falsely accuse your 
good conversation in Christ, For it is better, 
if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for 
well doing, than for evil doing. For Christ 
also hath once suffered for sins, the just for 
the unjust, that he might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh, but quickened 
by the Spirit: by which also he went and 
preached unto the spirits in prison; which 
sometime were disobedient, when once the 
togsuffering of God waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein 
few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. 
The like figure whereunto even baptism doth 
also now save us (not the putting away of the 
filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good 
conscience toward God,) by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ : who is gone into heaven, and 
Is on the right hand of God; angels and 
authorities and powers being made subject 
unto him. 

; Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered 


for ns in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise 
with, the same mind i for he that hath suffered 
in the flesh hath ceased from sin ; that he no 
longer should live the rest of Mb time in the 
flash to the lusts of men, but to the will of 
God, For the time past of our life may suffice 
us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, 
when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, ex- 
cess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and 
abominable idolatries : wherein they think ft 
strange that ye run not with them to the 
same excess of riot, speaking evil of you : who 
shall give account to him that is ready to 
judge the quick and the dead. For for this 
cause was the gospel preached also to them 
that are dead, that they might be judged 
according to men in the flesh, but live accord- 
ing to God in die spirit. 

But the end of all tilings is at tend : be ye 
therefore sober, and watch unto prayer. And 
above all things have fervent charity among 
yourselves : for charity shall cover the multi- 
tude of sins. Use hospitality one to another 
without grudging. Ah every man hath re- 
ceived the gift, even so minister the same one 
to another, as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God. If any man speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of God; if any man 
minister, let him do it as of the ability which 
God gtveth ; that God in all things may be 
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 


Under Fiery Trial 

Beloved, thick it not strange concerning 
the fiery trial which is to try you, as though 
some strange thing happened unto you: but 
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of 
Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall 
be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceed- 
ing joy. If ye be reproached for the name of 
Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory 
and of God resteth upon you ; on their part 
he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is 
glorified. But let none of you suffer as a 
murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or 
as a busybody in other men's matters. Yet 
if any man suffer as a Christian, let Mm not 
be ashamed; but let Mm glorify God on this 
behalf. For the time Is come that judgment 
must begin at the house of God; and if it 
first begin at us, what shall the end be of 
them that obey not the gospel of God? And 
if the righteous scarcely be saved, where 
shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? 



THE SECOND EPISTLE GENERAL 


! 2 PETER 1, 4 

| Wherefore let them that suffer according to casting all your care upon him; for he careth 

jf the will of God commit the keeping of their for you. Be sober* be vigilant; because your 

souls to him in well doing* as unto a faithful: adversary the devil* as a roaring lion* walketh 

Creator. about* seeking whom he may devour: whom 

j 1 he elders which are among you 1 exhort* resist stedfast in the faith* knowing that the 
J wko a ^ so ^ a witness of the same afflictions are accomplished in your 

I sufferings of Christ* and also a partaker of brethren that are in the world. But the God 

. the glory that shall be revealed: feed the of all grace* who hath called us unto his 

’/ fiock of God wllich is among you* taking the eternal glory by Christ Jesus* after that ye 

oversight thereof* not by constraint* but. have suffered a while* make you perfect* 

;j willingly; not for filthy lucre* but of a ready stablish* strengthen* settle you. To him be 

! mind; neither as being lords over God’s glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

;} heritage* but being ensamples to the flock. By Silvanus* a faithful brother unto you* 

'i And when the chief Shepherd shall appear* . as I suppose*.! have written briefly* exhort- 

; ye shail receive a crown of glory that fadeth ing, and testifying that this is the true grace 

j not away. Likewise, ye younger, submit your- of God wherein ye stand. The church that 

s selves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be sub- is at Babylon, elected together with you, 

j ject one to another, and be clothed with saluteth you; and so doth Marcus my son. 

! humility : for God resisted! the proud* and Greet ye one another with a kiss of charity. 

: giveth grace to the humble. Humble your- Peace be with you all that are in Christ 

' selves therefore under the mighty hand of Jesus. Amen. 
i God, that he may exalt you in due time: 


ADD TO YOUR FAITH THESE NOBLE GRACES 


After the angel of Comfort comes the angel of Culture * with his twofold message of 
warning and appeal; of the errors and evils to be avoided , * and the additions to be made 
to the worshippers character and spirit , if he is to be made perfect and complete * wanting 
nothing . Add, says this angel voices to your faith; do not change but enrich it * by 
growing in grace and knowledge . 


OUR HIGH CALLING 


2 Peter 1 , i — 3 , 18 


S IMON Peter* a servant and an apostle 
of Jesus Christ* to them that have ob- 
tained like precious faith with us 
through the righteousness of God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ : Grace and peace be 
multiplied unto you through the knowledge 
of 


his divine power hath given unto us all 
things that pertain unto life and godliness* 
through the knowledge of him that hath 
called us to glory and virtue: whereby are 
given unto us exceeding great and 
promises: that by 
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2 PETER 1 , 4 

the corruption that is in the world through 
lust. And beside this* giving all diUgcnce* 
add to your faith virtue,; and to virtue know- 
ledge; and to knowledge temperance; and to 
temperance patience; and to patience' godli- 
ness,; and to godliness brotherly kindness; 
and to brotherly kindness chanty, For if 
these things be in you, and abound, they 
make you that ye shall neither be barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. But he that lacketh these things is 
blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath for- 
gotten that he was purged from his old sins. 
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give dili- 
gence' to make your calling and election sure : 
for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall : 
for so an entrance shall be ministered unto 
you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
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Things to Remember 

Wherefore I will not be negligent to put 
you always in remembrance of these things, 
though ye know them, and be established in 
the present truth, Yea, I think it meet, as 
long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up 
by putting you in remembrance; knowing 
that shortly I must put off this my taber- 
nacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath 
shewed me. Moreover I will endeavour that 
ye may be able after nsy decease to have 
these things always in remembrance. For we 
have not followed cunningly devised fables, 
when we made known unto you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he 
received from God the Father honour and 
glory, when there came such a voice to him 
from the excellent glory, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased. And this 
voice which came from heaven we heard, 
when we were with, him in the holy mount. 
We have also a more sure word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as 
unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until 
the day dawn, and the day star arise in your 
hearts : knowing this first, that no prophecy 
of the scripture is of any private interpreta- 
tion, For the prophecy came not in old time 
by the will of naan: but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

Things to Avoid 

But there were false prophets also among 
the people, even as there shall be false 



teachers among you, who privily shall bring 
in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord 
that bought them, and bring upon themselves 
swift destruction. And many shall follow 
their pernicious ways; by reason of whom 
the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. And 
through covetousness shall they with feigned 
words make merchandise of you: whose 
judgment now of a long time' lingered! not, 
and their damnation alumbereth not. For if 
God spared not the angels that sinned, but 
cast them down to hell, and, delivered them 
into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto 
judgment; and spared not the old world, but 
saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of 
righteousness, bringing in the flood upon 
the world of the ungodly; and turning the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes 
condemned them with an overthrow, making 
them an ensample unto those that after 
should live ungodly; and delivered just Lot, 
vexed with the filthy conversation of the 
wicked: (for that righteous man dwelling 
among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his 
righteous soul from day to day with their 
unlawful deeds;) the Lord knoweth how to 
deliver the godly out of temptations, and to 
reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment 
to be punished : but chiefly them that walk 
after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and 
despise government: . Presumptuous are they, 
selfwilied, they are not afraid to speak evil 
of dignities. Whereas angels, which are 
greater in power and might, bring not railing 
accusation against them before the Lord, 
But these, as natural brute beasts, made to 
be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the 
things that they understand not; and shall 
utterly perish in their own corruption; and 
shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, 
as they that count it pleasure to riot in the 
day time. Spots they are and blemishes, 
sporting themselves with their own deceiv- 
ing* while they feast with you; hatting eyes 
full of adultery, and that cannot cease from 
sin; beguiling unstable souls; an heart they 
have exercised with covetous practices; 
cursed children: which have forsaken the 
right way, and are gone astray, following the 
way of Balaam, the son of Bosor, who loved 
the wages of unrighteousness; but was re- 
buked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speak- 
ing with man's voice forbad the madness of 
the prophet. These are wells without water, 
clouds that are carried with a tempest; to 
whom the mist of darkness is reserved for 
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ever. For when they speak great swelling 
words of vanity, they allure through the lusts 
of the flesh, through much wantonness, those 
that were clean escaped from them who live 
in error* While they promise them liberty, 
they themselves are the servants of corrup- 
tion: for of whom a man is overcome, of the 
same Is he brought in bondage. For if after 
they have escaped the pollutions of the world 
through the knowledge of the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again en- 
tangled therein, and overcome, the latter end 
is worse with them than the beginning. For 
it had been better for them not to have known 
the way of righteousness, than, after they 
have known it, to turn from the holy com- 
mandment delivered unto them. But it is 
happened unto them according to the true 
proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit 
again; and the sow that was washed to her 
wallowing in the mire. 

Things to Consider 

This second epistle, beloved, I now write 
unto you; in both which I stir up your pure 
minds by way of remembrance: that ye may 
be mindful of the words which were spoken 
before by the holy prophets, and of the 
commandment of us the apostles of the Lord 
and Saviour: knowing this first, that there 
shall come in the last days scoffers, walking 
after their own lusts, and saying, Where is 
the promise of his coming? for since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the creation. 
For this they willingly are ignorant of, that 
by the word of God the heavens were of old, 
and the earth standing out of the water and 
in the water: whereby the world that then 
was, being overflowed with water, perished: 
but the heavens and the earth, which are now, 
by the same word are kept in store, reserved 


2 PETER 3 , 18 

unto fire against the day of judgment and 
perdition of ungodly men. 

But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one 
ttnng s that one day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day. The Lord is not slack concerning Ms 
promise, as some men count slackness; but 
is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance. But the day of the Lord will 
come as a thief in the night; in the wMch the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, 
the earth also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up. Seeing then that all 
these things shall be dissolved, what manner 
of persons ought ye to be in all holy con- 
versation and godliness, looking for and hast- 
ing unto the coming of the day of God, 
wherein the heavens being on fire shall be 
dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to 
his promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look 
for such things, be diligent that ye may be 
found of him in peace, without spot, and 
blameless. And account that the longsuffer- 
ing of our Lord is salvation; even as our 
beloved brother Paul also according to the 
wisdom given unto Mm hath written unto 
you; as also in all Ms epistles, speaking in 
them of these tMngs; in which are some 
things hard to be understood, wMch they 
that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as 
they do also the other scriptures, unto their 
own destruction. Ye therefore, beloved, see- 
ing ye know these things before, beware lest 
ye also, being led away with the error of the 
wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. But 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be 
glory both now and for ever. Amen. 




HE FIRST EPISTLE GENERAL 


H N 


WALK IN THE LIGHT OF HIS FELLOWSHIP 


been claiming to possess a higher doctrine than that of the traditional Gospel , The 


fellowship, of walking and working with God, of communing with Him, mt simply 
contemplating Him * And this experience is not a sentimental mood, nor a mystery into 


rival to it For they are more than arguments; they are abiding realities that satisfy my 
deepest needs. 


THE FELLOWSHIP 

T HAT which was from the begin- 
ning., which we have heard,, which 
we have seen with our eyes, which 
we have looked upon, and our hands 
have handled, of the Word of life; (for the 
life was manifested, and we have seen it, and 
bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal 
life, which was with the Father, and was 
manifested unto us;) that which we have 
seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 
also may have fellowship with us ; and truly 
our fellowship is with the Father, and with 
his Son Jesus Christ. And these things 
write we unto you, that your joy may be full. 

Light and Darkness 

This then is the message which we have 
heard of him, and declare unto you, that God 


i John 1, i— -5, 21 

is light, and in hint, is no darkness at all If 
we say that we have fellowship with him, and 
walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the 
truth i but if we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship one with an- 
other, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
deahseth us from all sin. If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from til unrighteousness. If 
we say that we have not sinned, we make him 
a Mar, and his word is not in us. 

My little children, these things write I 
unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous: and he is the 
propitiation for our sins: and not for ours 





TILL THE CROSS OF PEACE GUARDS ALL FRONTIERS 
When the Christians of South America raised this statue on the boundary-line between 
Argentina and Chile they proclaimed on the mountain tops , between the two great 
means of the world , their belief in the message and power of the Christian Gospel 

ment I write unto you, which thing is true 
in him and in you : because the darkness is 
past, and the true light now shineth. He that 
saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, 
is in darkness even until now. He that loveth 
his brother abideth in the light, and there is 
none occasion of stumbling in him. But he 
that hateth his brother is in darkness, and 
walketh in darkness, and knoweth not 
whither he goeth, because that darkness 
hath blinded his eyes, 

I write unto you, little children, because 
your sins are forgiven you for his name's 
sake, I write unto you, fathers, because ye 
have known him that is from the beginning. 


only, but also for the sins of the whole world. 
And hereby we do know that we know him, 
if we keep his commandments. He that 
saith, I know him, and keepeth not his com- 
mandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him. But whoso keepeth his word, in him 
verily is the love of God perfected: hereby 
know we that we are in him. He that saith 
he abideth in him ought himself also so to 
walk, even as he walked. 

Brethren, I write no new commandment 
unto you, but an old commandment which 
ye had from the beginning. The old com- 
mandment is the word which ye have heard 
from the beginning. Again, a new command- 
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l JOHN 2, 13 


1 write unto you, young men, because ye 
hive overcome the wicked one. I write unto 
you, little children,- because, ye have known 
the Father, 1 have written unto you, fathers, 
because .ye have known him that is from the 
beginning, ! have written unto yon,, young 
men, because yc arc strong, and the word of 
God abideth in you, and yc have overcome 
the wicked one, Love not the world, neither 
the things that are in the world. If any man 
love the world, the love of the Father is not 
m him. For all that is in the world, the lust 
of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and. the 
pride of life, is not; of the Father, but is of 
the world. And the world passeth away* and 
the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will 
of God abideth for ever. 


Little children, it is the last time : and as 
ye have heard that antichrist .shall come, 
even now are there many antichrists; where- 
by we know that it is the last time. They 
went out from us, but they were not of us; 
for if they had been of us, they would, no 
doubt have continued with us: but they 
went out, that they might be made manifest 
that they were not all of us. But ye have an 
unction from die Holy One, and ye know all 
things* I have not written unto you because 
ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, 
and that no Ik is of the truth. Who is a liar 
but, he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? 
He is antichrist, that denieth the Father 
and the Son. Whosoever denieth the Son, 
the same hath not the Father: [but] he 
that acknowledged! 'the Son hath the Father 
also. Let that therefore abide in you, which 
ye have heard from the beginning. If that 
which ye have heard from the beginning 
shall remain in you, yc also shall continue 
in the Son, and in ■ the Father. And this is 
the promise that he hath promised us, even 
.eternal life* These things have I written 
unto you concerning them that seduce you. 
But the anointing which ye have received of 
him abideth in you, and ye need not that 
any man teach you: but as the same anoint- 
ing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, 
and is no Me, and even as it hath taught you, 
ye shall abide in Mm. And now, little chil- 
dren, abide in him; that, when he shall ap- 
pear, we may have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before him at Ms coming. If ye 
know that he is righteous, ye know that 


every one that doeth righteousness Is bom 
of him* 

Rightcoimms and Sin 

Behold, what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon 12s, that we should be 
called the unis of God; therefore the world 
knoweth m not, because it knew him not. 

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and 
it doth not yet appear what we shall be : but 
we know that* when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him; for we shall see Mm as he 
is* And every mm that hath this hope m 
him jnirific&h himself, even as he is pure. 
Whosoever oommiricch sin transgresseth 
also the law: for sin is the transgression of 
the law* And ye know that he was mani- 
fested to take away our sins; and in him is 
no si,n.„ Whosoever abideth in Mm sinneth 
not : whosoever smutch hath not seen Mm, 
neither known him. Little children, let no 
man deceive you: he that doeth righteous- 
ness 'is righteous* even as he is righteous. He 
that eommitteth sin is of the devil; for the 
devil sinneth' from the beginning. For this 
purpose the Son of God was manifested, 
that he might destroy the works of the devil 
Whosoever is bom of God doth not commit 
sin; for his seed remtineth in him: and he 
cannot sin* b©cat«5 he it born of God. In 
this the children of God are manifest, and 
the children of the devil 1 whosoever doeth 
not righteousness is not of God, neither he 
that loveth not Ms brother* For this is the 
message that ye heard from the beginning, 
that we should love one another* Not as 
Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew 
Ms brother* And wherefore slew he Mm? 
Because Ms own works were evil, and Ms 
brother's righteous. 

The Spirit of Love 

Marvel not, my brethren* if the world hate 
you. We know that we have passed from 
death unto life, because we love the brethren. 
He that loveth not his brother abideth in 
death* Whosoever hateth his brother is a 
murderer: and ye know that no murderer 
hath eternal life abiding in him. Hereby 
perceive we the love of God, because he laid 
down Ms life for us : and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren. But whoso 
hath tMs world’s good* and seeth Ms brother 
have need, and, shutteth up Ms bowels of 
compassion from Mm, how dwelleth the love 
of God in Mm? My little cMidren, let us not 


Truth and Falsehood 



i JOHN 5 , 12 


love in word* neither in tongue; but in deed 
and in truth. And hereby we know that we 
are of the troth, and shall assure our hearts 
before Mm. For if our heart condemn us, 
God is greater than our heart, and knoweth 
all tilings. Beloved, if our heart condemn us 
not, then have we confidence toward God. 
And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, 
because we keep Ms commandments, and 
do those things that arc pleasing in his sight. 
And this is his commandment. That we 
should believe on the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ, and love one another, as he gave us 
commandment. And he that keepeth Ms 
commandments dwelleth in Mm, and he in 
him. And hereby we know that he abideth 
in us, by the Spirit wMch he hath given us. 

The Spirit of Truth 
Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits whether they are of God: because 
many false prophets are gone out into the 
world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: 
Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ 
Is come in the flesh is of God: and every 
spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ 
is come in the flesh is not of God : and this 
is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have 
heard that it should come; and even now 
already is it in the world. Ye are of God, 
little children, and have overcome them : be- 
cause greater is he that is in you, than he that 
Is in the world. They are of the world: 
therefore speak they of the world, and the 
world heareth them. We are of God. : he that 
knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of 
, God heareth not us. Hereby know we the 
spirit of truth, and the spirit of error. 

Union with God 

Beloved, let us love one another: for love 
is of God; and every one that loveth is bom 
of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth 
' not knoweth not God; for God is love. In 
tMs was manifested the love of God toward 
us, because that God sent Ms only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live 
through Mm. Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent Ms 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Be- 
loved, if God so loved us, we ought also to 
i love one another. No man hath seen God, at 
,, any time. If we love one another, God 
dwelleth in us, and Ms love is perfected in 
us. Hereby know we that we dwell in Mm, 
and he in us, because he hath given us of Ms 


Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that 
the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of 
the world. Whosoever shall confess that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in 
Mm, and he in God. And we have known 
and believed the love that God hath to us. 
God is love; and he that dwelleth in love 
dwelleth in God, and God in him. Herein 
is our love made perfect, that we may have 
boldness in the day of judgment : because as 
he is, so are we in this world. There is no 
fear in love; but perfect love casteth out 
fear: because fear hath torment. He that 
feareth is not made perfect in love. We love 
him, because he first loved us. If a man say, 

I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a 
liar: for he that loveth not Ms brother whom 
he hath seen, how can he love God whom he 
hath not seen? And this commandment have 
we from him. That he who loveth God love 
Ms brother also. 

Loving Obedience 

Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ is born of God : and every one that 
loveth Mm that begat loveth him also that 
is begotten of Mm. By this we know that 
we love the children of God, when we love 
God, and keep his commandments. For tMs 
is the love of God, that we keep Ms com- 
mandments: and Ms commandments are 
not grievous. For whatsoever is born of God 
overcomem the world : and tMs is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith. 
Who is he that overcometh the world, but 
he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of 
God? TMs is he that came by water and 
blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, 
but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit 
that beareth witness, because the Spirit is 
truth. For there are three that bear record 
in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghost: and these three are one. And 
there are three that bear witness in earth, 
the spirit, and the water, and the blood : and 
these three agree in one. If we receive the 
witness of men, the witness of God^ is 
greater: for this is the witness of God which 
he hath testified of Ms Son. He that be- 
lieveth on the Son of God hath the witness 
in himself: he that believeth not God hath 
made Mm a liar; because he believeth not 
the record that God gave of his Son. And 
this is the record, that God hath given to us 
eternal life, and tMs life is in Ms Son. He 



that hath the Son hath. life ; and he that hath 
not the Son of God hath not life. 

Our Confidence 

These things hate I written unto you that 
believe on the name of the Son of God; that 
ye may know that ye have eternal life, and 
that ye may believe on the name of the Son 
of God. And this is the confidence that we 
have in him* that, if we ask any thing accord- 
ing to Ms will* he heareth ns: and if we 
know that he hear us* whatsoever we ask, 
we know that we have the petitions that we 
desired of him. If any man see his brother 
sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall 
ask, and he shall give him life for them that 


sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: 
1 do not say that fee shall pray for it, AH 
unrighteousness is sm : and there is a sin not 
unto death. 

We know that whosoever is bora of God 
sinneth not; but he that is' begotten of God 
keepeth himself, and that wicked one touch* 
eth him not. And we know that we are of 
God, and the whole world lieth in wicked- 
ness,. And we know that the Son of God is 
come, and hath given ns an understanding, 
that we may know him that is true, and we 
are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus 
Christ. This is the true God, and eternal 
life. Little children, keep yourselves from 
idols. Amen. 


THE SECOND EPISTLE 


And what a noble reason for this littk note sent to them— to warn them of a danger 
that threatens the truth and love of their fellowship. Unbelief is afoot) journeying 
all over the earth . At any time the family circle may be invaded* and its harmony be 
broken. Watch > therefore ; be on your guard* writes John the Elder* like a guardian 
angel zealous for the safety of a little company of God's people. 


FOR THE TRUTH’S SAKE 

| r TT^|HE elder unto the elect lady and her 
1 children, whom I love in the truth; 
I ' and not I only, but also ail they that 
' JL ' have known the truth ; for the truth’s 
sake, which dwdleth in us, and shall be with 
us for ever* Grace be with you, mercy, and 
peace, from God the Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in 
truth and love. 

I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy 
children walking in truth, as we have re~ 


2 John i—i3 

edved a commandment from the Father. 
And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though 
I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but 
that which we had from the beginning, that 
we love one another. And this is love, that 
we walk after his commandments. This is 
the commandment. That, as ye haw heard 
from the beginning, ye should walk in it. 
For many deceivers are entered into the 
world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an 





antichrist. Look to yourselves* that we lose 
not those things which we have wrought* but 
that we receive a full reward. Whosoever 
transgresseth* and abideth not in the doc- 
trine of Christ* hath not God. He that 
abideth in the doctrine of Christ* he hath 
both the Father and the Son. If there come 
any unto you* and bring not this doctrine* 


3 JOHN 14 

receive him not into your house* neither bid 
Mm God speed: for he that biddeth him 
God speed is partaker of Ms evil deeds. 

Having many things to write unto you* I 
would not write with paper and ink: but I 
trust to come unto you* and speak face to 
face* that our joy may be full. The children 
of thy elect sister greet thee. Amen. 


fTlHE elder unto the welibeloved who loveth to have the preeminence among 
I Gains* whom I love in the truth, them* receiveth us not. Wherefore* if I 
I Beloved* I wish above all tMngs come* I will remember Ms deeds which he 

~JL that thou mayest prosper and be in doeth* prating against us with malicious 

health* even as thy soul prospereth. For I words: and not content therewith* neither 

rejoiced greatly* when the brethren came doth he himself receive the brethren* and 

and testified of the truth that is in thee* even forbiddeth them that would* and casteth 

as thou walkest in the truth. I have no them out of the church. Beloved* follow not 

greater joy than to hear that my cMldren that wMch is evil* but that wMch is good, 

walk in truth. Beloved* thou doest faithfully He that doeth good is of God: but he that 

whatsoever thou doest to the brethren* and doeth evil hath not seen God. Demetrius 

to strangers ; which have borne witness of hath good report of all men, and of the truth 

thy charity before the church: whom if thou itself : yea* and we also bear record; and ye 

bring forward on their journey after a godly know that our record is true., 

sort* thou shalt do well: because that for Ms I had many things to write* but I will 
name’s sake they went forth* taking nothing not with ink and pen write unto thee : but I 

of the Gentiles. We therefore ought to re- trust I shall shortly see thee* and we shall 

ceive such* that we might be fellowhelpers speak face to face. Peace be to thee. Our 

to the truth. friends salute thee. Greet the friends by 

I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes* name. 

4 . 


FELLOW HELPERS TO THE TRUTH 


3 John 1-14 


THE THIRD EPISTLE 


SPEED ON THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOSPEL 

Another lovely idea in a little note 3 this time to an individual church-member, possibly 
of the church referred to in the Second Epistle. Be like an angel of Goodwill and 
Godspeed^ it says, to those people you meet who are seeking to extend the frontiers of the 

Kingdom of Heaven. 
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GENERAL EPISTLE 


D 


FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT OF FAITH 

We meet a quite different spirit here . It is more like that of a crusading angel . The 
Epistle has been likened to a fiery cross sent forth to rouse the churches to contend 
against the errors and evils that arrogantly assail the Christian Faith . With fierce , 
outspoken words 9 the writer exposes and denounces those persons and things which rightly 
merit religious indignation and- anger. 


A CRUSADER'S CALL 

J UDE, the servant of Jesus Christ, and 
brother of James, to them that are 
sanctified by God the Father, and pre- 
served in Jesus Christ, and called; 
Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be 
multiplied. 

Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write 
unto you of the common salvation, it was 
needful for me to write unto you, and ex- 
hort you that ye should earnestly contend 
for the faith which was once delivered unto 
the saints. For there are certain men crept 
in unawares, who were before of old ordained 
to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning 
the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and 
denying the only Lord God, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

The Evil-doers 

I will therefore put you in remembrance, 
though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, 
having saved the people out of the land of 
Egypt, afterward destroyed them that be- 
lieved not. And the angels which kept not 
their first estate, but left their own habita- 
tion, he hath reserved in everlasting chains 
under darkness unto the judgment of the 
' great day. Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, 
and the cities about them in like manner, 
giving themselves over to fornication, and 
going after strange flesh, are set forth for an 
example, suffering the vengeance of eternal 
Are* likewise also these filthy dreamers 


Jude 1-25 

defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak 
evil of dignities* Yet Michael the archangel, 
when contending with the devil he disputed 
about the body of Moses, durst not bring 
against him a railing accusation, but said. 
The Lord rebuke thee. But these speak evil 
of those things which they know licit ; but 
what they know naturally, as brute beasts, 
in, those things they corrupt themselves. Woe 
unto them f for they have gone in the way of 
Gain, and ran greedily after the error of 
Balaam for reward, and perished in the gain- 
saying of Core. These are spots in your 
feasts of charity, when they feast with, you, 
feeding themselves without fear ; clouds they 
are without water, carried about of winds; 
trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, 
twice dead, plucked up by the roots; raging 
waves of the sea, foaming out their own 
shame ; wandering stars, to whom is reserved 
the blackness of darkness for ever* And 
Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, pro- 
phesied of these, saying. Behold, the Lord 
someth with ten thousands of his saints, to 
execute judgment upon all, and to convince 
ail that are ungodly among them of all their un- 
godly deeds which they have ungodly com- 
mitted, and of ah, their hard speeches which 
ungodly sinners have spoken against him. 
These are murmurers, complainers, walking 
after their own lusts; and their mouth 
speaketh great swelling words, having men’s 
persons in admiration because of advantage. 

But, beloved, remember ye the words 
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REVELATION 1, 4 

eternal life. And of some have compassion, 
making a difference: and others save with 
fear 3 pulling them out of the fire ; hating even 
the garment spotted by the flesh. 

Now unto him that is able to keep you 
from falling, and to present you faultless 
before the presence of his glory with exceed- 
ing joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, 
be glory and majesty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever. Amen. 


which were spoken before of the apostles of 
our Lord Jesus Christ; how that they told 
you there should be mockers in the last time, 
who should, walk after their own ungodly 
lusts. These be they who separate them- 
selves, sensual, having not the Spirit. But 
ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your 
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 
keep yourselves in the love of God, looking 
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 


ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 

GLEAMS OF GLORY THROUGH MISTS OF TIME 


We have travelled far in our quest for truths and now , as we reach the end of the road 
of revelation, which we have followed under dark and sunlit skies, we come to an un- 
expected wonder — a strattge country, mysterious, ablaze with glory, yet veiled* m an 
excess of light. It seems at first to be a land of temples, of churches and ministering 
angels; then a land in the glare of a mighty conflict, invaded by such forces as living 
mm have never seen ; but this, too, dissolves, and through the mists we catch the gleam 
of a fair and beauteous country, like the heaven of our dreams . What can it mean P If 
me could ask ike one who has brought us to the scene to explain the mystery in plain and 
simple language, what would he say? It is the kingdom of the spirit you behold, the 
realm of the unseen, which cannot be known by the senses, and must therefore be re- 
presented by symbols, though these at their best can only in part reveal the truth. But 
peer into the imagery, and you will read the secret of thv spiritual world written every- 
where upon it. In every fragment, and in every scene, there is something of the pattern 
and the golden glory of the worship of the true and living God . For worship is the 
secret of this unseen world; the keyword of this book and of all revelation; the last word 
and the master word of the Biblds message to all mankind . 

A SALUTATION Revelation 1, 1-8 

nr^HE Revelation of Jesus Christ, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of 

I which God gave unto him, to shew all things that he saw Blessed is i he tot 
I unto his servants things which must readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
JL shortly come to pass; and he sent prophecy, and keep those things which are 
and signified it by his angel unto his servant written therein : for the time is « 

John : who bare record of the word of God, John to the seven churches which are m 
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THEY CONFESSED THAT THEY WERE 

That they were seeking mother country , called by som the Kingdom of Heaven ; by 
others the City of God , or the Sanctuary of the Soul; by all , the Home of the Father of 


Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from 
him which is, and which was, and which is to 
come; and from the seven Spirits which are 
before his throne ; and from Jesus Christ, who 
is the faithful witness, and the first begot- 


ten of the dead, and the prince of the kings 
of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood, 
and hath made us kings and priests unto God 
and his Father; to him be glory and dominion 



STRANGERS AND PILGRIMS ON THE EARTH 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Wherefore God is not ashamed of them, hut calls them His own 
people and promises to bring them to the haven of their desire. 


I am Alpha and Omega* the beginning and 
the ending* saith the Lord* which is* and 
which was* and which is to come* the Al- 
mighty. 


for ever and ever. Amen. Behold, he cometh 
with clouds; and every eye shall see him* and 
they also which pierced him : and all kindreds 
of the earth shall wad because of him. Even 
so* Amen. 
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THE REVELATION CHAPTERS l, 9^3, 22 

Most people find this book difficult to understand, largely bemuse it belongs to a class of 
literature that is not common in these days , Like most books that have at some time 
been produced to meet a special need, and have for that reason been written in a parti- 
cular style, it demands specialized study if it is to be critically interpreted. But that does 
not necessarily man that it must remain a closed book to those who are mi acquainted 
with apocalyptic literature, A man does not need to he an art critic to get inspiration 
from a picture; and there is such a way of looking at this book as gives the ordinary 
reader an inspiring impression of its message. 

The first part of the book is the least difficult. We are shown a picture of seven 
churches with the characters of the different congregations so well drawn that we might 
easily home been among the worshippers , The people are by m means perfect; but as a 
whole they are not an unworthy company, ami they are fairly representative of present- 
day Christian congregations. But when , after reading the book , we come back to these 
churches with the pictures of how God is worshipped in heaven, and hmv that which 
John calls the Beast is worshipped in the world, we begin to feel there is something 
lacking in these earthly temples dedicated to God, We miss the seme of wonder, of 
joyous and exultant worship. We miss also the seme of warfare * There is too much 
complacency and compromise, and not enough hostility to those powers of the world 
which , with deceitful promises, undermine man's confidence , -allegiance, and devotion . 


THE LORD OF LIFE AND GLORY 

I JOHN, who also am your brother, and 
companion in tribulation, and in the 
"kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, 
was in the isle that is called Patmos, for 
the word of God, and for the testimony of 
Jesus Christ* I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
day, and heard behind me a great voice, as 
of a trumpet, saying, I am Alpha and Omega, 
the first and the last; and, What thou seest, 
write in a book, and send it unto the seven 
churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, 
and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and 
untoThyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Phi- 
ladelphia, and unto Laodicea. And I turned 
to see the voice that spake with me. And 
being turned, I saw seven golden candle- 
sticks ; and in the midst of the seven candle- 
sticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed 
with a garment down to the foot, and girt 
about the paps with a golden girdle. His 
head and his hairs were white like wool, as 
White as snow; and his eyes were as a flame 
of fire; and his feet like unto fine brass, as if 
they burned in a furnace; and his voice as 


Revelation 1 , 9-20 

the sound of many waters. And he had in 
Ms right hand seven stars: and out of his 
mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and 
his countenance was as the sun shineth in his 
strength. And when 1 saw Mm, 1 fell at Ms 
feet as dead. And he laid his right hand 
upon me, saying unto me. Fear not 5 1 am the 
first and the last ; I am he that liveth, and was 
dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore. 
Amen ; and have die keys of hell and of death. 
Write the things which thou hast seen, and 
the things which are, and the things which 
shall be hereafter; the mystery of the seven 
stars which thou sawest in my right hand, 
and the seven golden candlesticks* The seven 
stars are the angels of the seven churches; 
and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest 
are the seven churches. 


Ephesus 

Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus 
write; 

These things saith he that holdeth the 



seven stars in his right hand, who waiketh 
is the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; 

I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy 
patience, and how thou canst not bear them 
which arc evil: and thou hast tried them 
which say they are apostles, and are not, and 
hast found the m liars : and hast borne, and 
last patience, and for my name's sake hast 
laboured, and hast not fainted. Neverthe- 
less I have somewhat against thee, because 
thou hast left thy first love. Remember 
therefore from whence thou art fallen, and 
repent, md do the first works; or else I will 
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 
candlestick out of his place, except thou re- 
pent. But this thou hast, that thou hatest the 
deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that 
overcometh will 1 give to eat of the tree of 
life, which is in the midst of the paradise of 
God. 

Smyrna 

And unto the angel of the church in 
Smyrna write ; 

These things saith the first and the last. 
Which was dead, and is alive; I know thy 
works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but 
thou art rich) and 1 know the blasphemy of 
them which say they are Jews, and are not, 
but are the synagogue of Satan. Fear none 
of those things which thou shall suffer: 
behold, the devil shall cast some of you into 
prison, that ye may be tried; and ye ^ shall 
have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful 
unto death, and 1 will give thee a crown of 
life. He that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He 
that overcometh shall not be hurt of the 
second death. 

Pergamos 

And to the angel of the church in Perga- 
■■ mos 'Write; ; 

These things saith he which hath the sharp 
sword with two edges; I know thy works, 
and where thou dweilest, even where Satan’s 
seat is : and thou boldest fast my name, and 
hast not denied my faith, even in those days 
wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, 
who was slain among you, where Satan 
dweileth. But I have a few things against 
thee, because thou hast there them that hold 
the 


cast a stumblingblock before the children of 
Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and 
to commit fornication. So hast thou also 
them that hold the doctrine of the Nico- 
laitans, which thing I hate. Repent; or else 
1 will come unto thee quickly, and will fight 
against them with the sword of my mouth. 
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden 
manna, and will give him a white stone, and 
in the stone a new name written, which no 
man knoweth saving he that receiveth it, 

■ A 

Thyaiira 

And unto the angel of the church in Thya- 
tira write; 

These things saith the Son of God, who 
hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his 
feet are like fine brass; I know thy works, 
and charity, and service, and faith, and thy 
patience, and thy works ; and the last to be 
more than the first. Notwithstanding I have 
a few things against thee, because thou 
sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth 
herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce 
my servants to commit fornication, and to 
eat things sacrificed unto idols. And I gave 
her space to repent of her fornication; and 
she repented not. Behold, I will cast her 
into a bed, and them that commit adultery 
with her into great tribulation, except they 
repent of their deeds. And I will kill her 
children with death; and all the churches 
shall know that I am he which searcheth the 
reins and hearts : and I will give unto every 
one of you according to your works. But 
unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, 
as many as have not this doctrine, and which 
have not known the depths of Satan, as they 
speak; I will put upon you none other bur- 
den. But that which ye have already hold 
fast till I come. And he that overcometh, 
and keepeth my works unto the end, to him 
will I give power over the nations : and he 
shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the 
vessels of a potter shall they be broken to 
shivers: even as I received of my Father. 
And I will give him the morning star. He 
that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches. 

Sardis 

And unto the angel of the church in 
Sardis write; 




Spirits -of God, and the seven stirs; 1 know 
thy works, that thou hast a name that thou 
livcst, and art dead. Be watchful, and 
sQKngthefi the things which remain, that, are 
ready to die : for 1 have not found thy works 
perfect before God, Remember therefore 
how thou hast received and heard,, and hold 
fast, and repent. If therefore thou shall not 
witch, 1 will come on thee m a thief, and 
thou shalt not know what hour I will come 
upon thee. Thou hast a few names even in 
Sardis which have not defiled their garments ; 
and they shall walk with me in white: for 
they are worthy. He that cwcrcemeth, the 
same shall be clothed in white raiment; and 
I will not blot out his name out of the book 
of life, but I will confess his name before my 
Father, and before his angels. He that hath 


thou hast, that no man take thy crown, linn 
that overcometh will 1 male a pillar in the 
temple of roy God, mid ht shall go no more 
out: and I will write upon him the name of 
my Godj and the name of The cityofmyGod, 
which is new Jerusalem, which mmtth down 
out of heavers from my God : and I will write 
upon him my new name. He that hath an 
ear, lei him hear what the Spirit saith unto 
the churches, 

Laodicm 

And mm the angel of the church of the 

Laodiceans write ; 

These things mih the Amen, the. faithful 
and true witness, the beginning of the crea- 
tion of God; I know thy works, that thou art 
neither cold nor hot : ! would thou wen cold 


m the churches. 


nladdpMa 

And to die angel of the church in FMla- 
Iphia write; 

These things saith he that is holy, he 'that 


and m mm openeth; I know thy works 


and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out 
of my mouth. Because thou layest, I am 
rich, and increased with goods, and have 
need of nothing; and knoweit not that thou 
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked : I counsel thee to buy of 


not denied my name. Behold, I will make zealous therefore, and repent, Behold, I 



hold, I will make them to come and worship 
before thy feet, and to know that I have loved 
thee. Because thou hast kept 'the word of my 
patience, I also will keep thee from the hour 
of temptation* which shall come upon all the 


come In to him, and will sup with him* and 
he with me. To him that overcometh will I 
grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I 
also overcame, and am set down with my 
Father in his throne. He that hath an ear* 







WELL-KNUWN signs of the times 

REVELATION CHAPTERS 4, x— 11, 18 

This is a difficult pari of the book, and some of the ways of interpreting it are very 
involved. Surely there must be a more direct way to its message than those usually 
adopted* So instead of attempting to explain in detail every symbol of these crowded 
chapters we haw tried to examine the author's main thought , and to discover , if 
possible, the general plan underlying or governing the arrangement of his material , 
assuming that it came from his hand in this form. It seems to us there is a very simple, 
natural n asonfor Ms choice of seals and trumpets as his leading symbols if his revela- 
iMM is concerned, as it is, with what is happening before men's eyes and assailing 
their ears ; for these things instantly suggest what can be seen and heard. Surely his 
desire is to draw at tention first of all to what men see and hear , to point out to them the 
signs of the times , and then to open their eyes and ears to their meaning and significance . 
Although his language is highly symbolical, some of his symbols are quite simple . 
They obviously deal with the state of the world; they portray conditions, events, and 
movements that have from time to time appeared in history. Because they are often 
difficult to understand they make human life and destiny seem like a closely sealed booh 


KNOWN SIGNS 


IE VI LATION 


IN THE HAND OF GOD 

Jfc FTER this I looked, and, behold, a 
/ \ door was opened in heaven : and the 
first voice which I heard was as it 
JL JlLwere of a trumpet talking with me; 
which said, Come up hither., and I will shew 
thee things which must be hereafter. And 
immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, 
a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the 
throne. And he that sat was to look upon like 
a jasper and a sardine stone ; and there was a 
rainbow round about the throne, in sight like 
unto an, emerald., And round about the 
throne were four and twenty seats ; and upon 
the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, 
clothed in white raiment; and they had on 
their heads crowns of gold. And out of the 
throne proceeded lightnings and thunder- 
ing! and voices : and there were seven lamps 
of fire bunting before the throne, which are 
the seven Spirits of God, And before the 
throne there was a sea of glass like unto 
crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and 
round about the throne, were four beasts 
full of eyes before and behind. And the first 
beast was like a lion, and the second beast 
like a calf, and the third beast had a face as 
a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying 
eagle. And the four beasts had each of them 
six wings about him: 


Revelation 4, i — 5 , 14 

eyes within : and they rest not day and night, 
saying, Holy, holy, holy. Lord God Al- 
mighty, which was, and is, and is to come. 
And when those beasts give glory and hon- 
our and thanks to him that sat on the throne, 
who liveth for ever and ever, the four and 
twenty elders fall down before him that sat 
on the throne, and worship him that liveth 
for ever and ever, and cast their crowns 
before the throne, saying. Thou art worthy, 
O Lord, to receive glory and honour and 
power : for thou hast created all things, and 
for thy pleasure they are and were created. 

The Sealed Book « 

And I saw in the right hand of him that 
sat on the throne a book written within and 
on the backside, sealed with seven seals. 
And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with 
a loud voice. Who is worthy to open the 
book, and to loose the seals thereof? And no 
man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under 
the earth, was able to open the book, neither 
to look thereon. And I wept much, because 
no man was found worthy to open and to 
read the book, neither to look thereon. And 
one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: 
behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the 
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REVELATION 5, 5 

book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 
And I beheld 3 and, .to* in the midst' of the 
throne and of the four beasts* and in the 
midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had 
been slain, having seven horns and seven 
eyes* which are the seven Spirits of God sent 
forth into all the earth. And he came and 
took the bcx>k out of the right hand of him 
that sat upon the throne. And when he had 
taken the book* the four beasts and four. and 
twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, 
having every one of them harps, and. golden 
vials full of odours, which are the prayers of 
saints. And they sung a new song, saying, 
Thou art worthy to take the book, and to 
open the seals thereof 1 for thou wast slain, 
and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood 
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation; and hast made us unto our God 


kings and priests: and we shall reign on the 
earth. And 1 beheld, and 1 heard the voice 
of many angels' round about the throne and 
the beasts and the elders : and the number of 
them was ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands; saying with a 
loud voice* Worthy is the Lamb that was 
. slain to receive -power, and riches, and wis- 
dom, .and strength, and honour, and glory, 
and blessing.. And every creature which is in 
heaven, and on the earth, and under the 
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that 
are in them, heard, 1 saying. Blessing, and 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb for ever and ever. And the four beasts 
said. Amen. Anti the four md twenty elders 
fell down and worshipped Mm that livetlt for 
ever and ever. 


THE SEVEN SEALS Rcvclmm 6, 1-8* 1 

If me set forth in plain language what John saw when the seals were opened — war, 
revolution, famine, pestilence , persecution, natural and social catastrophes, and the 
silence of heaven — we fed he describes , and aptly describes, the* conditions of the world 
at almost any period of its history , They are the fhirtgs that anyone might see in the 
course of a life-time. If we stop to consider them, one fact will strike us~atl the things 
named are destructive, death-dealing forces „ Even the last of them, the silence of 
heaven, has the hush of death in it. But, says John, and his addition is important, that 
is not all there is to be seen. It is all that the natural eye cm see, but to the inward 
spiritual eye there is another and a more inspiring vision , It is of the Living God as 
the Giver of Life to all who put their trust in Him; for them there is no death or destruc- 
tion. Why then, we may ask, is the earth overrun by these forces of death? John's 
answer is: Bemuse mm worship the Beast , which lives but to devour and destroy. 

AND I saw when the Lamb opened one the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for 
of the seals, and 1 heard, as it were the noise a penny, and three measures of barky for a 
of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the 
Come and see* And I saw, and behold a wine. 

white horse: and he that sat on him had a And when he had opened the fourth seal, 
bow; and a crown was given unto him: and I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, 
he wait forth conquering, and to conquer. Come and see. And 1 looked, and behold a 
And when he had opened the second seal, pale horse : and his name that sat on him was 
I heard the second beast say, Come and see* Death, and Hell followed with him. And 
And there went out another horse that was power was given unto them over the fourth 
red ; and power was given to him that sat part of the earth* to kill with sword, and with 
thereon to take peace from the earth, and hunger, and with death, and with the beasts 
that they should MU one another: and there of the earth. 

was given unto him a great sword. And when he had opened the fifth seal, 1 

And when he had opened the third seal, saw under the altar the souls of them that 
I heard the third beast say. Come and see. were slain for the word of God, and for the 
And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he testimony which they held: and they cried 
that sat on him had a pair of balances in his with a loud voice, saying, How long, O 
hand. And I heard a voice in the midst of Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and 






avenge our blood on them that dwell on the 
earth? And white robes were given unto 
every one of them; and it was said unto 
them, that they should rest yet for a little 
season! until their fcllowservants also and 
their brethren, that should be killed as they 
were* should be fulfilled. 

And i beheld when he had opened the 
sixth seal, a nd, lo, there was a great earth- 
quake; and the sun became black as sack- 
cloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; 
and the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, 
even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, 
when she is shaken of a mighty wind. And 
the heaven departed as a scroll when it is 
rolled together; and every mountain and 
island were moved out of their places. And 
the kings of the earth, and the great men, 
and the rich men, and the chief captains, and 
the mighty men, and every bondman, and 
every free man, hid themselves in the dens 
and in the rocks of the mountains; and said 
to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and 
hide us from the face of him that sitteth on 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb : 
for the great day of his wrath is come; and 
who shall be able to stand? 

The Leaders of God's Worship 
And after these things I saw four angels 
standing on the four comers of the earth, 
holding the four winds of the earth, that the 
wind should not blow on the earth, nor on 
the sea, nor on any tree. And I saw another 
angel ascending from the east, having the 
seal of the living God: and he cried with a 
loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was 
given to hurt the earth and the sea, saying, 
Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the 
trees, till we have sealed the servants of our 
God in their foreheads. And I heard the 
number of them which were sealed: and 
there were sealed an hundred and forty and 
four thousand of all the tribes of the children 
of Israel Of the tribe of Juda were sealed 
twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben 
were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of 
Gad were sealed twelve thousand. Of the 
tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Nepthalim were sealed twelve 
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thousand. Of the tribe of Manasses were 
sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of 
Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the 
tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve 
thousand. Of the tribe of Zabulon were 
sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of 
Joseph were sealed twelve thousand. Of the 
tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thou- 
sand. 

Worshippers No Man Could Number 

After this I beheld, and, lo, a great mul- 
titude, which no man could number, of 
all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues, stood before the throne, and before 
the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands ; and cried with a loud 
voice, saying. Salvation to our God which 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 

And all the angels stood round about the 
throne, and about the elders and the four 
beasts, and fell before the throne on their 
faces, and worshipped God, saying, Amen: 
Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanks- 
giving, and honour, and power, and might, 
be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 

And one of the elders answered, saying 
unto me. What are these which are arrayed 
in white robes? and whence came they? And 
I said unto him. Sir, thou knowest. And he 
said to me, These are they which came out 
of great tribulation, and have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. Therefore are they before the 
throne of God, and serve him day and night 
in his temple : and he that sitteth on the 
throne shall dwell among them. They shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more; 
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any 
heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst 
of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters: and 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

The Seventh Seal 

And when he had opened the seventh seal, 
there was silence in heaven about the space 
of half an hour. 



AND I saw the seven, angels which stood And the third angel sounded, and there 
before God; and to them were given seven fell a. great star from heaven, burning as it 


they were cast upon the earth : and the third 
part of trees was burnt up, and all green 
grass was burnt up. 

And the second angel sounded, and as it 
were a great mountain burning with fire was 
cast into the sea: and the third part of the 
sea became blood; and the third part of the 
creatures which were in the sea, and had life, 
died; and the third part of the ships were 
destroyed* 


And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a 
star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to 
him was given the key of the bottomless pit* 
And he opened the bottomless pit; and there 
arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of 
a great furnace; and the sun and the air were 
darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit* 
And there came out of the smoke locusts 
upon the earth: and unto them was given 
power, as the scorpions of -the earth have 



of toe rivers, and upon the fountiint of 

Ip *T-j t®Wll 

waters; and the name of the star is called 



tm 


And the smoke of the incense, which came 

And the fourth angel sounded, and the 

With the prayers of the saints, ascended up 

third part of the sun was smitten, and the 

before God, out of the angel’s hand. And the 
angel took the censer, and filed it with fire 
of the -altar, and cast it into the earth: and 
there were voices, and thunderings, and 

third pan of the moon, and the third part 
of the stirs; so as the third part of them was 
darkened, and the day shone not for a third 
part of it, and the night likewise* 

lightnings, and an earthquake. 

The Sounding of the Trumpets 


And the seven angels which had the seven 
trumpets prepared themselves to sound. 

The first angel sounded, and there fol- 

the trumpet of die three 1 angels, which are 
yet to sound! 

lowed hail and fire mingled with blood, and 

The First Woe 







power. And it was commanded them that 
they should not hurt the grass of the earth, 
neither any green thing, neither any tree; 
but only those men which have not the seal 
of God in their foreheads. And to them it 
was given that they should not kill them, but 
that they should be tormented five months: 
and their torment was as the torment of a 
scorpion, when he striketh a man. And in 
those days shall men seek death, and shall 
not find it; and shall desire to die, and death 
shall flee from them. And the shapes of the 
locusts were like unto horses prepared unto 
battle; and on their heads were as it were 
crowns like gold, and their faces were as the 
faces of men. And they had hair as the hair 
of women, and their teeth were as the teeth 
of lions. And they had breastplates, as it 
were breastplates of iron; and the sound of 
their wings was as the sound of chariots of 
many horses running to battle. And they 
had tails like unto scorpions, and there were 
stings in their tails : and their power was. to 

hurt men five months. And they had a king 
over them, which is the angel of the bottom- 
less pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is 
Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his 
name Apollyon. 


The Second Woe 

One woe is past; and, behold, there come 
two woes more hereafter. 

And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard 
a voice from the four horns of the golden 
altar which is before God, saying to the sixth 
angel which had the trumpet. Loose the four 
angels which are bound in the great nver 
Euphrates. And the four angels were loosed, 
which were prepared for an hour, and a day, 
and a month, and a year, for to slay the third 
part of men. And the number of the army ot 
the horsemen were two hundred thousand 
thousand : and 1 heard the number of them. 
And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and 
them that sat on them, having breastplates 
of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and 
the heads of the horses were as the heads ot 
lions ; and out of their mouths issued fire and 
smoke and brimstone. By toe three was 
the third part of men killed, by the fire, and 
by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which 

issued out of their mouths. For . their power 

is in their mouth, and in their tails : for their 
tails were like unto serpents, and had heads, 
and with them they do hurt. And the rest of 
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the men which were not killed by these 
plagues yet repented not of the works of 
their hands, that they should not worship 
devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and 
brass, and stone, and of wood : which neither 
can see, nor hear, nor walk: neither repented 
they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, 
nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts. 

The Angel of the Rainbow 
And I saw another mighty angel come 
down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: 
and a rainbow was upon his head, and his 
face was as it were the sun, and his feet as 
pillars of fire : and he had in his hand a little 
book open : and he set his right foot upon the 
sea, and his left foot on the earth, and cried 
with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth : and 
when he had cried, seven thunders uttered 
their voices. And when the seven thunders 
had uttered their voices, I was about to 
write : and I heard a voice from heaven say- 
ing unto me, Seal up those things which the 
seven thunders uttered, and write them not. 
And the angel which I saw stand upon the 
sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to 
heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever 
and ever, who created heaven, and the things 
that therein are, and the earth, and the 
Things that therein are, and the sea, and the 
things which are therein, that there should 
be time no longer: but in the days of the 
voice of the seventh angel, when he shall 
begin to sound, the mystery of God should 
. be finished, as he hath declared.to his serv- 
l ants the prophets. And the voice which I 
• heard from heaven spake unto me again, and 
- S aid, Go and take the little book which is 
' open in the hand of the angel which standeth 

5 upon the sea and upon the earth. And I went 

1 unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me 

f the little book. And he said unto me, Take 
i it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly 
. bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as 
d honey. And I took the little book out of the 
:s angel’s hand, and ate it up ; and it was m my 
d mouth sweet as honey : and as soon as I ha 

>f eaten it, my belly was bitter. And he said 

d unto me. Thou must prophesy again before 
IS many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and 

•h ^And there was given me a reed Uke unto 
*r a rod : and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and 
ir measure the temple of God, and thealtar, 
s . and them that worship therein. But the 
of court which is without the temple leave out. 



and measure it not; for it is given unto the entered into them, and they stood upon their 
Gentiles : and the holy city shall they tread feet ; and great fear fell upon them which saw 
under foot forty and two months. And I will them* And they heard a great voice from 


threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. These and their enemies beheld them. And the 
are the two olive trees, and the two candle- same hour was there a great earthquake, and 
sticks standing before the God of the earth, the tenth part of the city fell, and in the 
And if any man will hurt them, fire pro- earthquake were slain of men seven thou- 


have power to shut heaven, that it rain not ine 1 mm 14 m 

in the days of their prophecy: and have The second woe is past,; and, behold, the 
power over waters to turn them to blood, and third woe cometh quickly, 
to smite the earth with all plagues, as often And the seventh angel sounded: and there 
as they will. And when they shall have were great voices in heaven, saying, The 
finished their testimony, the beast that kingdoms of this world are become the 
ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; 
make war against them, and shall overcome and he shall reign for ever and ever. And 
them, and kill them. And their dead bodies the four and twenty elders, which sat before 
shall lie in the street of the great city, which God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and 


spiritually i$ called Sodom and Egypt, where 

worshipped God, saying, We give thee 

also our Lord was crucified. And they of the 
people and kindreds and tongues and nations 
shall see their dead bodies three days and an 
half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to 
be put in graves. And they that dwell upon 

thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, 
and wait, and art to come ; because thou hast 
taken to thee thy great power, and feast 
reigned. And the nations were angry, and 
thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, 

the earth shall rejoice over them, and make 

that they should be judged, and that thou 

merry, and shall send gifts one to another; 
because these two prophets tormented them 
that dwelt on the earth. And after three days 
and m half the Spirit of life from God 

shouldest give reward unto thy servants the 
prophets, and to the saints, and them that 
fear thy name, small and great ; and shouldest 
destroy them which destroy the earth. 







REVELATION CHAPTERS 11, 19 — 20, 10 

We are hardly prepared for the dramatic situation that suddenly develops in these 
chapters. At the opening of the book we were, as we thought, contentedly worshipping in 
one of the churches, when John brought us out into the world and bade us open our eyes 
and ears to what was going on. He pointed out, what we more or less vaguely knew, that 
in the vast universe comprising earth and heaven there are two kingdoms. What we 
did not know, and had not realized until he drew attention to it, was that worship is 
the characteristic and essential spirit of both these kingdoms. This set us thinking. 
We had not looked upon the men of the world as worshippers, but it became obvious 
that worship was the right word for the way they bowed down to power and wealth. Nor 
had we looked upon worship as it was now revealed — an absolute necessity for the 
human spirit, a hunger that must be satisfied, a gift or power that must be used. We 
recalled what strong appeals and warnings God had made about worship in Israel s 
early history. How jealously for man's sake He had guarded it. There must, it seems, be 
mare in worship than we have yet discovered. Behold, then, says John, what I am about 
to show you. There is, in the world, a power that for its own evil ends is exploiting this 
holy need and disposition of man. To win his heart, and get from him the utmost he can 
gbe, his worship andhis sacrifices, this monstrous Beast, which lives only to dominate and 
destroy, masquerades as a prosperous and powerful potentate, a stateor a city that has 

achieved greatness, wealth, and might . But see it as it is, the deceiver and destrier of mens 

souls; be not dismayed at its boastful triumphs, but go forth to break, and end, its sway. 
THE BEAST AND ITS WORSHIPPERS Revelation 11, 19-14, 20 


A ND the temple of God was opened in 

I\ heaven, and there was seen in his 
f"\ temple the ark of his testament : and 
JL jLthere were lightnings, and voices, 
and thunderings, and an earthquake, and 
great hail. 

And there appeared a great wonder in 
heavens a woman clothed with the sun, and 
the moon under her feet, and upon her head 
a crown of twelve stars : and she being with 
child cried, travailing in birth, and pained 
to be delivered. And there appeared another 
wonder in heaven; and behold a great red 
dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, 
and seven crowns upon his heads. And his 
tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, 
and did cast them to the earth: and the 
dragon stood before the woman which was 
ready to be delivered, for to devour her child 
as soon as it was bom. And she brought 
forth a man child, who was to rale ail 
nations with a rod of iron : and her child was 
caught up unto God, and to his throne. ^Ana 


she hath a place prepared of God, that they 
should feed her there a thousand two hun- 
dred and threescore days. 

Its Attack on Man 

And there was war in heaven: Michael and 
his angels fought against the dragon; and the 
dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed 
not; neither was their place found any more 
in heaven. And the great dragon was cast 
out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and 
Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he 
was cast out into the earth, and his angels 
were cast out with him. And I heard a loud 
voice saying in heaven. Now is come salva- 
tion, and strength, and the kingdom of our 
God, and the power of his Christ: for the 
accuser of our brethren is cast down, winch 
accused them before our God day and night. 
And they overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; 
and they loved not their lives unto the death. 
Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that 
,wit in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the 





GREATEST OF ALL BATTLES ARE THOSE WHICH 

to stand against the worshippers of the Beast, as John calls 
orce and falsehood. For these , he says, are the sure and certain 
spirit of evil that is seeking to dominate and destroy men's 
s day as a political power under a powerful, dreaded lea d er ; 

the devil is come unto the earth, he persecuted the woman 
at wrath, because which brought forth the man child. And to 
mt a short time. the woman were given two wings of a great 
w t ^ 3at was cast eagle* that she might fly into the wilderness, 
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woman, that he might cause her to be carried 
away of the flood. And the earth helped the 
woman, and the earth opened her mouth, 
and swallowed up the flood which the dragon 
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REVELATION 12, iS 

cast out of Ms mouth. And the dragon was and did live. And he had power to give life 
wroth with the woman, and went to make unto the image of the beast, that the image 
war with the remnant of her seed, which of the beast should both speak, and cause 
keep the commandments of God, anti have that as many as would not worship the image 
the testimony of Jesus Christ* of the beast should he killed. And he causeth 

T , , aUj both stnall imd great, rich and poor, free 

Im Beast s I mo Marks and bond, to receive a mark in their right 

And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and hand, or in their foreheads i and that no man 
saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, 
seven heads and ten horns, and upon Ms or the name of the beast, ©r the number of 
horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the his name* Here is wisdom. Let him that 
'name of blasphemy* And the beast which I hath understanding count the number of the 
saw was Mice unto a leopard, md his feet were beast : for ii is the number of* a man ; and his 
as the feet of a bear, and Ms mouth as the number is Six hundred threescore and six. 
mouth of a Mon s and the dragon gave him Ms 4 f 

power, and Ms seat, and great authority. Hts 

And I saw one of his heads as it were And 1 looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on 
wounded to death; and his deadly wound the mount Sion, and with Mm an hundred 
was healed : and all the world wondered after forty and four thousand, hiving his Father's 
the beast. And they worshipped the dragon name written in their foreheads. And 1 heard 
wMch gave power unto the beast : and they a voice from heaven, as the voice of many 
worsMpped the beast, saying, Who is like waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: 
unto the beast? who is able to make war with and I heard the voice of harpers harping 

him? And there was given unto Mm a mouth with their harps : and they sung as it were a 

speaking great things and blasphemies; and new song before the throne, and before the 
power was given unto Mm to continue forty four beasts, and the elders : and no man could 
md two months. And he opened Ms mouth learn that song but the hundred and forty 
in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his and four thousand, which were redeemed 
Mane, and Ms tabernacle, and them that dwell from the earth. These are they which were 
m heaven. And it was given unto him to not defiled with women; for they are virgins, 

make war with the saints, and to overcome These are they which follow the Lamb 

them: and power was given him over all whithmoever he goethu These were re- 

kindreds, and tongues, and nations. And all deemed from among men, being the first- 
that dwell upon 'the earth shall worship him, fruits unto God and to 'the Iamb. And in 
whose names are not written in the book of their mouth was found no guile: for they are 
life of the Lamb slain from the foundation without fault before' the throne of God. 
of the world. If any man have an ear, let Mm And I saw another angel fly in the midst 
hear. He that leadeth into captivity shall go of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to 
into captivity; he that kilieth with the sword preach unto them that dwell on the earth, 
must be killed with the sword. Here Is the and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, 
patience and the faith of the saints. and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear 

And I beheld mother beast coming up out God, and give glory to him ; for the hour of 
of the earth; and he had two horns like a Ms judgment is come: and worship him that 
Iamb, and he spake as a dragon. And he made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the 
exerciseth all the power of the first beast fountains of waters, 
before Mm, and causeth the earth and them And there followed another angel, saying, 
which dwell therein to worship the first Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, 
beast, whose deadly wound wag healed. And because she made all nations drink of the 
he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh wine of the wrath of her fornication, 
fire come down from heaven on the earth in And the third angel followed them, saying 
the sight of men, and deceiveth them that with a loud voice, If any man worship the 
dwell on the earth by the means of those beast and Ms image, and receive his mark in 
miracles wMch he had power to do in the Ms forehead, or in his hand, the same shall 
sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which 
on the earth, that they should make an image is poured out without mixture into die cup 
to the beast, wMch had the wound by a sword, of Ms indignation > md he shall be tormented 
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with fire and brimstone in the presence of 
the holy angels, and in the presence of the 
Lamb ; and the smoke of their torment as- 
cendeth up for ever and ever: and they have 
no rest day nor night, who worship the beast 
and his image, and whosoever receiveth the 
mark of his name. Here is the patience of the 
saints : here are they that keep the command- 
ments of God, and the faith of Jesus. 

And I heard a voice from heaven saying 
unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith 
the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labours; and their works do follow them. 

And 1 looked, and behold a white cloud, 
and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son 
of man, having on his head a golden crown, 
and in his hand a sharp sickle. And another 
angel came out of the temple, crying with a 
loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, 


REVELATION 15, 8 

Thrust in thy sickle, and reap : for the time 
is come for thee to reap ; for the harvest of 
the earth is ripe. And he that sat on the 
cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and 
the earth was reaped. 

And another angel came out of the temple 
which is in heaven, he also having a sharp 
sickle. And another angel came out from the 
altar, which had power over fire; and cried 
with a loud cry to him that had the sharp 
sickle, saying. Thrust in thy sharp sickle, 
and gather the clusters of the vine of the 
earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. And the 
angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and 
gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it 
into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 
And the winepress was trodden without the 
city, and blood came out of the winepress, 
even unto the horse bridles, by the space of 
a thousand and six hundred furlongs. 


T! IE SEVEN VIALS Revelation 15, x— 16, 21 

These vials, or hazels, are filled from the winepress of the wrath of God with the vintage 
of the earth . This is John's way of saying that they contain what the worship of the 
Beast has produced . Plagues they are rightly called, for they pollute the earth and 
corrupt political and social life . The vision of the seals gave us such a series of graphic 
pictures of the world as anyone with his eyes open might see . The voices of the 
trumpets told us what anyone might hear who turns his ears to the world . May we not 
then take the sign of the bowls to refer to what a man experiences, in the sense of giving 
him a taste of life? The descriptions suggest a painful acquaintance with disruptions 
and disorders that ittdicate disease and death . In each series of signs which John 
describes , the message is the same . Idolatry is a deadly thing and as grave a danger 
to-day as in John's time . We may not, in these days, bow down to idols of wood and 
stone, but he who thinks that the powers of the world , or of evil , can do more for him 
than God , or who prefers to put his trust in them and follow their code of life , is an 
idolater. He has rejected God for the worship of the Beast . 


AND I saw another sign in heaven, great name? for thou only art holy: for all nations 
and marvellous, seven angels having the shall come and worship before thee; for thy 
seven last plagues; for in them is filled up judgments are made manifest, 
the wrath of God, And after that I looked, and, behold, the 

And 1 saw as it were a sea of glass mingled temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in 
with fire: and them that had gotten the vie- heaven was opened: and the seven angels 
lory over the beast, and over his image, and came out of the temple, having the seven 
over his mark, and over the number of his plagues, clothed in pure and white linen, and 
name, stand on the sea of glass, having the having their breasts girded with golden 
harps of God. And they sing the song of girdles. And one of the four beasts gave unto 
Moses the servant of God, and the song of the seven angels seven golden vials full of the 
the Lamb, saving. Great and marvellous are wrath of God, who liveth for ever and ever, 
thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and And the temple was filled with smoke from 
true are thy ways, thou King of saints. Who the glory of God, and from his power; and 
shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy no man was able to enter into the temple, till 
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the seven plagues of the seven angels were 
fulfilled* 

The Bowk Poured Out 

AND 1 heard a great voice out of the temple 
saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, 
and pour out the vials of the urath of God 
upon the earth. 

And the first went, and poured out his dal 
upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and 
grievous sore upon the men which had the 
mark of the beast, and upon them which 
worshipped his image* 

And the second angel poured out hie vial 
upon the sea; and it became as the blood of 
a dead man : and every living soul died in the 
sea. 

And the third angel poured out his vial 
upon the rivers and fountains of waters; md 
they became blood. And I heard the angel 
of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O 
Lord, which art, and wast, and shale be, 
because thou hast judged thus. For they 
have shed the blood of saints and prophets, 


tongues for pain, and blasphemed the God 
of heaven because of their pains and their 
sores, and repented not of their deeds. 

And the sixth angel poured out his vial 
upon the great river Euphrates ; and the water 
thereof was dried up, that the way of the 
kings of the east might be prepared. And 1 
saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out 
of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the 
mouth of the beast* and out of the mouth of 
the false prophet For they are the spirits of 
devils, working miracles, which go forth 
unto the kings of the earth and of the whole 
world, to gather them to the battle of that 
great day of God Almighty. Behold, I come 
as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and 
keepeth his garments, lest lie walk naked, 
and they see 'his shame. And he gathered 
them together into a place called in the 
Hebrew tongue Armageddon, 1 

And the seventh angel poured out his vial 
into the air ; and there came a great voice out 
of the temple of heaven, from the throne, 
saying, It is done. And there were voices, 


name or uroa, which hath power over 
these plagues : and they repented not to give 
Mm glory. 

And the fifth angel poured out Ms vial 
upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom 
was full of darkness; and they gnawed their 


the mountains were not found. And there 
feU upon men a great hail out of heaven, 
every stone about the weight of a talent: end 
men blasphemed God because of the plague 
of the hail; for the plague thereof was ex- 
ceeding great. 


1 Recent events have once more made ns think of war, and wonder whether wars mill continue to the 
end of rime; until, as the narrative suggests, Armageddon— using the word in its popular sense of the war 


a thing of the past; that civilised men would never again engage in them; that at last, although the sky was 
wk quite dear, an age of peace was dawning, with the promise of prosperity anti leisure for ill mankind, 
i Ms promise of leisure was something new and attractive. Men strained their imagination to see what 
this undreamed-of future would bring, Its advent seemed certain. The earth’s produce was exceeding 
human need. There was an abundance of material goods* enough for all; scientific discoveries and inventions 
were fast reducing the hours and strain of labour. A new freedom was about to become min’* inheritance. 
Wtot would he do with it? No one seemed to think that the age of leisure might be in opportunity for 
T ft dev ^°Pf ien ^ die spirit of man; or that worship, which k essential for the spirit’s life and growth, 
should be made the distinctive mission of this age. There was no apostle to call men to turn the earth into 
a temple for the cultivation and exercise of the spirit’s liberated creative powers. Apparently the time has 
not yet come when that which is spiritual is to be delivered from the bondage of that which is material and 
mechanical. Perhaps we have to learn more of worship and the spirit of man before we are fitted for the 
qpportmnfcea that leisure would bring. Perhaps, too, the present conflict, like that typified in Revelation, 
is part of the process of destroying our false gods and purifying our spirits for a coating era of glory. 
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struggle , but a respite that calls for continual watchfulness and readiness for the re- 
appearance of the destroyer , until he is vanquished for ever and his power over man 
has been utterly destroyed. 


names were not written in the book of life 
from the foundation of the world, when they 
behold the beast that was, and is not, and 
yet is. And here is the mind which hath 
wisdom. The seven heads are seven moun- 
tains, on which the woman sitteth. And 
there are seven kings : five are fallen, and one 
is, and the other is not yet come; and when 
he cometh, he must continue a short space. 
And the beast that was, and is not, even he 
is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth 
into perdition. And the ten horns which 
thou sawest are ten kings, which have re- 
ceived no kingdom as yet; but receive power 
as kings one hour with the beast. These 
have one mind, and shall give their power 
and strength unto the beast. These shall 
make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb 
shall overcome them : for he is Lord of lords, 
and King of kings: and they that are with 
him are called, and chosen, and faithful. And 
he saith unto me. The waters which thou 
sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, 
and multitudes, and nations, and tongues. 
And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the 
beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall 
make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her 
flesh, and bum her withfire. ForGodhathput 
in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, 
and give their kingdom unto the beast, until 
the words of God shall be fulfilled. And the 
woman which thou sawest is that great city, 
which reigneth over the kings of the earth. 


AND there came one of the seven angels 
which had the seven vials, and talked with 
me, saying unto me. Come hither; I will 
shew unto thee the judgment of the great 
whore that sitteth upon many waters: with 
whom the kings of the earth have committed 
fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth 
have been made drunk with the wine of her 
fornication. So he carried me away in the 
spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a 
woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full 
of names of blasphemy, having seven heads 
and ten horns. And the woman was arrayed 
in purple and scarlet colour, and decked 
with gold and precious stones and pearls, 
having a golden cup in her hand full of 
abominations and filthiness of her fornica- 
tion: and upon her forehead was a name 
written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE 
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HAR- 
LOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH. And I saw the woman drunken 
with the blood of the saints, and with the 
blood of the martyrs of Jesus ; and when I 
saw her, I wondered with great admiration. 
And the angel said unto me. Wherefore didst 
thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of 
the woman, and of the beast that carrieth 
her, which hath the seven heads and ten 
horns. The beast that thou sawest was, and 
is not ; and shall ascend out of the bottomless 
pit, and go into perdition: and they that 
dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose 
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riches is come to nought.* And. every ship- 

iste 


the merchants of the earth are waxed rich beads, and cried, weeping and wailing, say- 
through the abundance of her delicacies, ing, Alas, alas, that grestf city, wherein wen 


be not partakers of her sins, and that ye 
receive not of her plagues. For her sins have 
reached unto heaven, and God hath remem- 
bered her iniquities* Reward her even as she 
.rewarded you, and double unto her double 
according to her works ; in the cup which she 
hath filled fill to her double. How much she 
hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, 
so much torment and sorrow give her: for 
she stith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am. 
no widow, and shall see no sorrow. There- 
fore shall, her plagues come in one day, 
death, and mourning, and famine; and she 
shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong 
is the Lord God who judgeth her. And the 
kings of the earth, who .have committed 
fornication and lived detiaoraly with her, 
shall bewail her, and lament for her, when 
they shall see the smoke of her burning, 
standing afar off for the fear of her torment, 
saying, Alas, alas, that .great city Babylon, 
that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judg- 
ment come* And the merchants of the earth 
shall weep and mourn over her; for no man 
buyeth their merchandise any more ; the mer- 
chandise of gold, and silver, and precious 
stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and 
purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine 
wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and 
all manner vessels of most precious wood, 
and of brass, and iron, and marble, and 
cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and 
frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine 
flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and 
horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of 
mem And the fruits that thy soul lusted after 
are departed from thee, and all things which 
were dainty and goodly are departed from 
thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all. 


tat 
rStl 

she made desolate* Rejoice over her, thou 
heaven, and. ye holy apostles and prophets; 
for God hath avenged you on her. 

And a mighty angel, took up a stone like 
a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, 
saying, Thus with, violence shall that great 
city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be 
found no more at all. And the voice of 
harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and 
trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in 
thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft 
he be, shall be found any more in thee ; and 
the sound of a millstone shall be heard no 
more at all in thee; and the light of a candle 
shall shine no more at all in thee; and the 
voice of the bridegroom and of the bride 
shall be heard no more at ail in thee : for thy 
merchants were the great men of the earth; 
for by thy sorceries were all nations de- 
ceived. And in her was found the blood of 
prophets, and of saints, and of all that were 
slain upon the earth. 


The Joy of the Saints 
And after these things I heard a great voice 
of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; 
Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, 
unto the Lord our God': for true and right- 
eous are Ids judgments: for he hath judged 
the great whore, which did corrupt the earth 
with her fornication, and hath avenged the 
blood of his servants at her hand. And 
again they said. Alleluia. And her smoke 
rose up foFever and ever. And the four and 
twenty elders and the, four beasts fell down 
and worshipped God that sat on the throne, 
saying, Amen; Alleluia. And a voice came 
out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all 
ye his servants, and ye that fear Mm, both 
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small and great. And I heard as it were the 
voice of a great multitude, and as the voice 
of many waters, and as the voice of mighty 
thunderings, saying. Alleluia: for the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad 
and rejoice., and give honour to Mm: for the 
marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife 
hath made herself ready. And to her was 
granted that she should be arrayed in fine 
linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is 
the righteousness of saints. And he saith 
unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are 
called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. 
And be saith unto me, These are the true 
sayings of God. And I fell at his feet to wor- 
ship him. And he said unto me. See thou do 
it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy 
brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: 
worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is 
the spirit of prophecy. 

The March to Victory 

And I saw heaven opened, and behold a 
white horse; and he that sat upon him was 
called Faithful and True, and in righteous- 
ness he doth judge and make war. His eyes 
were as a flame of fire, and on his head were 
many crowns; and he had a name written, 
that no man knew, but he himself. And he 
was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: 
and his name is called The Word of God. 
And the armies which were in heaven fol- 
lowed him upon white horses, clothed in 
fine linen, white and clean. And out of his 
mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he 
Should smite the nations: and he shall rule 
them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the 
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God. And he hath on his vesture 
and on Ms thigh a name written, KING OF 
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 

And I saw an angel standing in the sun; 
and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all 
the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven. 
Come and gather yourselves together unto 
the supper of the great God; that ye may eat 
the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, 
and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh 
of horses, and of them that sit on them, and 
the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both 
small and great. 

And I saw the beast, and the kings of the 
earth, and their armies, gathered together to 
make war against him that sat on the horse, 
and against his army. And the beast was 


taken, and with Mm the false prophet that 
wrought miracles before him, with wMch he 
deceived them that had received the mark 
of the beast, and them that worsMpped Ms 
image. These both were cast alive into a 
lake of fire burning with brimstone. And the 
remnant were slain with the sword of Mm 
that sat upon the horse, which sword pro- 
ceeded out of Ms mouth : and all the fowls 
were filled with their flesh. 


The Defeat and Destruction 

And I saw an angel come down from 
heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit 
and a great chain in his hand. And he laid 
hold on the dragon, that old serpent, wMch 
is the Devil, and Satan, and bound Mm a 
thousand years, and cast him into the bottom- 
less pit, and shut Mm up, and set a seal upon 
Mm, that he should deceive the nations no 
more, till the thousand years should be ful- 
filled: and after that he must be loosed a 
little season. 

And I saw thrones, and they sat upon 
them, and judgment was given unto them: 
and I saw the souls of them that were be- 
headed for the witness of Jesus, and for the 
word of God, and wMch had not worsMpped 
the beast, neither Ms image, neither had 
received his mark upon their foreheads, or 
in their hands; and they lived and reigned 
with Christ a thousand years. But the rest 
of the dead lived not again until the thousand 
years were finished. TMs is the first resur- 
rection. Blessed and holy is he that hath 
part in the first resurrection: on such the 
second death hath no power, but they shall 
be priests of God and of Christ, and shall 
reign with Mm a thousand years. 

And when the thousand years are expired, 
Satan shall be loosed out of Ms prison, and 
shall go out to deceive the nations wMch are 
in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them together to battle: 
the number of whom is as the sand of the 
sea. And they went up on the breadth of the 
earth, and compassed the camp of the saints 
about, and the beloved city: and fire came 
down from God out of heaven, and devoured 
them. And the devil that deceived them was 
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
where the beast and the false prophet are, 
and shall be tormented day and night for 
ever and ever. 
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WORSHIP IS THE SPIRIT OF ITS LIFE 


REVELATION CHAPTERS 20, n-22, 21 


For the closing scene we are shown what life will be like when men worship God in 
spirit and in truth , and we are assured that such a time will come. But we must look at 
the picture with more than a passing glance if we would appreciate the full significance 
of it. For the one thing is missing that we should expect to see prominently displayed 
in it as a picture of worship. There is no temple there. Yet worship is everywhere; 
not a part of life, but the whole of it. Our first impression of the picture, perhaps 
our only impression, if we had not been permitted to see it through John's eyes, would be 
that of fullness of life; of life glorious and abundant, a contrast to the many pictures of 
death which have been given in the book to show the nature of idolatry. For worship 
C the worship of the true and living God) and life are inseparable. Worship is the very 
soul of life. Without it everything dies; with it, death is no more. Such is the message 
of this book, and of the whole Bible. But, let us insist, it must be worship that springs 
from the heart, that has faith and hope and love in it, joy and adoration, praise and 
prayer; and not merely a duty formally performed. All who worship God in this spirit 
are now and for ever gloriously alive, and living a glorious life. They are, or, as the 
picture suggests, will be, when the time comes that the kingdom of worship his been 
established, living under conditions favourable to life. For under that reign and in that 
realm there will be light, without which nothing cm live. Judging from the symbols 
John uses — the river of life, and the tree of life — there will also be everything necessary 
to sustain life, refresh and renew it, and make it fruitful. To meet our very human 
needs there will be fellowship and friendship, too, as the city symbol suggests; and scope 
in that city for the use and development of human gifts and interests. For those deeper 
longings of our soul, and all those latent powers that yearn to answer the divine 
command, and leap to serve the glorious God, there is the symbol of the great white 
throne. It is by adoration and aspiration that we most truly live. These alone draw 
out the riches and powers of the soul and permit us to reach the fullness of the life divine. 
This kingdom of worship is the Kingdom of Heaven; the kingdom we are called to 
buM and establish. And perhaps it is through worship, through a fuller seme of 
worship, a wider experience and a nobler practice of it, that this will one day be 
achieved. 

As our eye takes a last look at the chapter that closes the sacred revelation we see 
gathered into it many things that recall the stages of our journey through the Bible — 
The Holy Land, The Holy City, The Temple, The Book, The Christ of God and His 
Holy People; and the appeal John makes at the end of the journey is the appeal that 
has greeted us at every stage of our study: Worship God \ 


THE GREAT WHITE THRONE 

JL ND I saw a great white throne, and 
f\ him that sat on it, from whose face 
/ 1 the earth and the heaven fled away; 

•A JLand there was found no place for 
them. And I saw the dead, small and great, 
stand before God; and the books were opened : 


Revelation 20 , 11— 15 

and another book was opened, which is the 
book of life : and the dead were judged out of 
those things which were written in the books, 
according to their works. And the sea gave up 
the dead which were in it; and death and bell 
delivered up the dead which were in them: and 
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ENTER INTO HIS GATES WITH THANKSGIVING 

No other offering can toe bring than overflowing thankfulness from a loving h 
cannot find words of praise to speak its joy ; that would silently and, if 
unseen place all it has of life upon His altar, and wish i t were a worthier tnbu 
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REVELATION 20, 13 

they were judged every man according to their foundations, and in them the names of the 

works. And death and hell were cast into the twelve apostles of the Lamb. And he that 

lake of fire. This Is the second death. And talked with me had a golden reed to measure 

whosoever was not found written in the book the city# and the gates thereof# and the wall 

of life was cast into the lake of fire. thereof. And the city lieth foursquare# and 

And I saw a new heaven, and a new earth: the length is as large as the breadth : and he 

for the first heaven and the first earth were measured, the city with the reed, twelve 

passed away; and there was no more sea. thousand furlongs. The length and the 

And I John saw the holy city, new Jeru* breadth and the height of it are equal And 

salem# coming down from God out of he measured the wall thereof# an hundred 

heaven# prepared as a bride adorned for her and forty and four cubits, according to the 

husband. And 1 heard a great voice out of measure of a man, that is# of the angel And 
heaven saying. Behold# the tabernacle of the building of the wall of it was of jasper; 
God is with men# and he will dwell with and the city was pure gold, like unto clear 
them, and they shall be his people, and God glass. .And the foundations of the wall 
himself shall be with them, and be their of the city were garnished with all man- 
God* And God shall wipe away all tears ner of precious stones. The first founda- 
from their eyes; and there shall be no more tion was jasper; the second, sapphire; the 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither third, a chalcedony: the fourth, an emerald; 
shall there be any more pain : for the former the fifth, sardonyx ; the sixth, sardius ; 
things are passed away. And he that sat the seventh# chrysolite;- the eighth, beryl; the 
upon the throne said, Behold, I make all ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus ; the 
things new. And he said unto me, Write: eleventh, a jacinth ; the twelfth, an amethyst, 
for these words are true and faithful. And And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; 
he said trnto me, It is done. I 'am Alpha and every several gate was of one pearl: and die 
Oinep, the beginning and the end. I will street of the city was pure gold, as it were 
give unto Mm that is athirst of the fountain transparent glass. And I saw no temple 
of the water of life freely. He that over* therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the 
cometh shall inherit all things; and 1 will be Lamb are the temple of it* And the city had 
his God, and he shall be my son. But the no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to 
fearful, and unbelieving, and the abomin- shine in it : for the glory of God did lighten 
able, and murderers, and whoremongers, it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And 
and sorcerers, -and idolaters, and ail liara, the nations of them which are saved shall 
sfeaM have their part .in the lake which walk in the light of it : and the kings of the 

btimeth with fire and brimstone : which is earth do bring their glory and honour into it. 

the second death. And the gates of It shall not be shut at all by 

ir 1 r** day: ^ or t ^ iere shall be no night there. And 

The Hofy C tty they shall bring the glory and honour of the 

And there came unto me one of the seven nations into it And there shall in no 'wise 
angels which had the seven vials Ml of the enter into it any thing that defileth, neither 
seven last plagues, and talked with me, say- whatsoever worketn abomination, or maketh 
ing. Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, a Me : but they which are written in the 
the Lamb's wife. And he carried me away Lamb's book of life. And he shewed me a 
in the spirit to a great and high mountain, pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
and shewed me that great city, the holy proceeding out of the throne of God and of 
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, 
God, having the glory of God : and her light and on either side of the river, was there the 
was like unto a stone most precious, even tree of life, which bare tweive manner of 
like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; and had fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: 
a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and the leaves of the tree were for the healing 
and at the gates twelve angels, and names of the nations. And. there shall be no more 
written thereon, which are the names of the curse: but the throne of God and of the 
twelve tribes of the children of Israel : on the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall 
east, three gates; on the north three gates; on serve him; and they shall see his face; and 
the south three gates; and on the west three Ms name shall be in their foreheads. And 
gates. And the wall of the city had twelve there shall be no night there; and they need 


